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Tom Boll:  
Founder

Many of us will remember Tom Boll 
as a creator, a founder, and a key 
figure in the establishment of the 
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin’s 
signature fundraiser, the “Make a 
Promise” dinner, auction and dance. 
Tom died in late January 2007 after a 
long battle with kidney disease.

Tom was very active in the fight against AIDS. He was involved as 
one of the early founders of the Milwaukee AIDS Project (which 
became the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin) and helped to 
raise critical funds needed for MAP in the mid 1980’s prior to the 
arrival of federal funding for AIDS. He served on the first fundraising 
committee for ARCW and for many years worked on the popular 
Lavender Hill fundraisers benefiting ARCW. Boll’s fundraising 
efforts helped allow ARCW to grow into a statewide organization. 

“Tom had a heart of gold and always found unique ways to help 
people in need. When AIDS struck the gay community, he helped 
to create the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin. Then he joined 
with his many friends to start the Make a Promise Dinner to raise 
fund to fight AIDS. Tom touched many people with his kindness and 
led an exemplary life.” (Doug Nelson, President and CEO, ARCW)

In 1989 Tom started a new business, T.T. Tulip, with a friend and 
flourished as a florist. He enjoyed the creative aspect of flower 
arrangements and was always willing to donate flowers to the many 
events held in the LGBT community. Tom was also involved with 
Fest City Singers, a gay men’s choral group that was originally 
created to provide entertainment for the 1985 Gay World Series. 
For many years, Tom served as the group’s treasurer. Among its 
many concerts, the Fest City Singers also held benefits for MAP  
and ARCW. More recently, Tom was involved with SAGE Milw-
aukee, serving as treasurer for the group in the early 2000s. 
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