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County Executive finalists

face voters April 30

Analysis by Ron Geiman
Editor

Milwaukee — With the field narrowed
down to two County Exec candidates —
Jim Ryan and Scott Walker —' the April 30
general election looms large on the hori-
zon.

Philosophical, political and stylistic dif-
ferences separate the two contenders, giv-
ing Milwaukee County voters distinct
choices in the race to replace Tom Ament
as County Executive.

In a race that is expected to be close,
Milwaukee's GLBT community - if we go
to the polls in force — could have a signif-
icant impact on the final result,

State Rep. Scott Walker, a Wauwatosa
Republican, proudly wears the conserva-
tive label, is viewed as a youthful, ambi-
tious rising star with national aspirations.
Ryan, part-time Hales Corners president
and non-profit executive, paints himself as
a fiscal conservative, a tinge to the left of
moderate on social issues. They are an
obvious contrast.

Suburban/City showdown?

City of Milwaukee residents could hold
the trump vote on the future direction of
the Milwaukee County executive branch.

In the primary — out of a field of six can-
didates — Walker handily won 16 suburban
communities. Three went to Ryan: his
home turf in Hales Corners, Shorewood
and River Hills. Overall, Ryan received
27% of the vote and Walker 37%.

The remaining 36% of voters who chose
other candidates in the primary will decide
the general election — if turnout remains
similar. Voter turnout was only 22% in the
city of Milwaukee, with 30% of total sub-
urban voters going to the primary polls.

The City of Milwaukee vote was more

Falk budgets $35,000 to
support needle exchange

— Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk
included $35,000 in the Dane County 2002 budget to fund
one full-time staff person to work with the AIDS Network
and the AIDS Resource Center in partnership on the nee-

Madison

dle exchange program.

There currently is a needle exchange program in Dane
County, however, it relies on private funds. Falk's inclu-
sion of funds for staffing in the 2002 budget is the first
public funding of a needle exchange program in Dane

County.

The additional staff person will allow the organizations

diverse: Milwaukee Alderman Tom
Nardelli — picked early on in the primary
by pundits as the number two man — took
only is home district, and a total of 14,675
citywide, placing him third.

Tyrone Dumas stunned many by his
strong second place finish in Nardelli's
district and first in seven inner city dis-
tricts. His strong showing could reflect a
coming of age for Milwaukee's African
American community. 17,290
Milwaukeeans placed Dumas second in
total city vote count. ;

Walker took twelve southern, southwest,
western and northeast city districts, and
was the top vote getter in the City of
Milwaukee with 19,180 votes.

GLBTs, allies could flex political muscles

Ryan took Milwaukee's two most liber-
al — and not-by-coincidence GLBT (and
allies) populous - city districts:
Henningsen's downtown and near west
side 4th and D'Amato's east side 3rd.

The 3rd district vote was stunning in its
contrast to the rest of the county. Ryan
recieved almost double the number of
votes his nearest opponent (Walker)
received.

In the more ethnically diverse, but still
heavily GLBT populated 4th, Ryan won
by 115 votes over his runner up: Dumas.
Unfortunately, voter turnout was nearly
less than half as in the 4th.

Political pundits like to point out that in
a field of two, a vote against one candidate
is as good as a vote for the other.
Differences become obvious and voters
often make up their minds on gut reaction.

The GLBT gut reaction seems to indi-
cate a strong preference for Ryan framed
in a mistrust of Walker's conservative
political ties.

GLBT voters remember Representative
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to develop additional relationships with injection drug

users (IDU) for syringe exchange, education, testing and reduced or eliminated drug use.
During 2000, about 200 IDUs exchanged over 45,000 needles. The Wisconsin Bureau

of Alcohol and Drug Abuse estimates that there are at least 2,000 injection drug users in

Dane County. X

Walker's votes
in favor of
supporting the
Boy Scouts *
ban on Gay _
leaders and

Gay troop & |
members. |
They heard §
Ryan respond
he would not
consider

domestic part-
ner benefits
for county

workers when
asked at ral-
lies.

On the other
side of the
coin, Ryan has
said he would
consider
domestic part-
ner benefits to
insure a diverse county workforce is treat-
ed with equality. His moderate political
views also resonate with GLBTS, and he
claims his reforms would come by build-
ing consensus — rather than referendum.

Ryan's prior short term as a moderate on
the County Board, executive experience
with the Penfield Children's Center and
service as chair of the Intergovernmental
Council indicate Ryan is" the candidate
GLBT voters could support.

Ryan's work with the Intergovernmental
Council could give an added push to inter
and intra-county cooperation — and consol-
idation of duplicated services — leading to
true reform and over-all savings during
this era of budget woes.

Continved on Page 2

Gay Straight
Alliances popular in
Wisconsin
GLBT youth educate selves

By Ron Geiman
Editor

The number of known Gay Straight
Alliance's (GSAs) in Wisconsin has
grown from 1 in '96 to 45 so far in '02.
GSAs have a common goal of creating
safe spaces for GLBT youth specifically
in schools, and creating a dialogue with
fellow students and educators about
GLBT issues.

The Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network of South Central
Wisconsin (GLSEN-SCW) is a chapter of

Continved on Page 3
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Silence speaks
loudly for
GLBT students

By Carmen Alicia Murguia
Contributor

Milwaukee — In it's seventh year, the
National Day of Silence Project makes a
statement for GLBT rights in high schools
across the nation.

Yesterday, April 10, students, staff and
faculty from Riverside University High
School, Nicolet High School, Wauwatosa
East, Shorewood, Waukesha North,
Milwaukee Pius XI; Hamilton in Lisbon
and students across the state of Wisconsin,
demonstrated "to dramatize the silence
they feel society imposes on GLBT people
and their allies."

Nationally, protests took place at more
than 900 high school and college campus-
es. About 20 schools throughout
Wisconsin are listed as participants on a

Eric Huebner, participant in Day
of Silence.

Nerissa Eichinger, participant in
Day of Silence.

Web site posted by organizers.

A single student at the University of
Virginia started the day of silence in 1996.
This year, the movement has the financial
backing of the Gay, Lesbian & Straight
Education Network (GLSEN), a New
York-based national group that advocates
tolerance for young people of diverse sex-
ual orientations.

Continved on Page 2
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PrideFest announces Community Service
Award recipients — Timms and Lynch are
"people who make a difference"

Milwaukee — Each year Milwaukee's
PrideFest presents awards to a number of
individuals who demonstrated leadership,
community service and notable achieve-
ments. The nominees come from the com-
munity and are selected by the Council.
The Awards Ceremony takes place this
year on Friday, June 7th at 5:30pm during
the opening ceremonies.

Besides naming Elna Hickson 2002's
Lifetime Achievement Award winner, as
noted in a separate article, [see Youth
Advocate ... Page 3] the following award
winners were also announced:

Community Service Award

Presented to an individual or organiza-
tion, who has demonstrated exemplary
contributions of time to the community
and its members, PrideFest 2002 has
named two recipients: Gary Timm and
Kevin Lynch.

"The PrideFest committee knows Gary
Timms name from the selection of his
motto as our theme for 2002 festival, '10%
Crowd, 100% Proud."

Gary shared the reasoning behind his
motto explaining, "10% represents the per-
centage that the LGBTIQ community
comprises in the general population. It
says that 1 out of 10 people you know
could be GLBT Intersex, or Questioning.
It emphasizes that everyone knows some-
one gay whether he or she knows it not.
We are everywhere! 100% Proud ties in
with. PrideFest, which is a festival that
shows our pride in who we are. It is the
LGBTIQ community saying to the world
we are proud of who we are."

Each year for the past four years Gary
has taken a weeks vacation to volunteer at
PrideFest. He is on the PrideFest Volunteer
Committee and was co-chair for the
Creating Change Conference Volunteer
Committee.

Timm also serves on the LGBT

P-FLAG. He brags about the loving sup-
port he and his partner Ross Spens enjoy
from Gary's family. He and Spens, worked
many hours to elect Gore in 2000.

When asked what was his most reward-
ing volunteer experience, he replied: "It
has to be the Creating Change Conference.
It was a rewarding experience to showcase
Milwaukee. The dedicated volunteers on
all committees were great to work with.
We worked from March to November to
organize the conference. I was proud that
our Milwaukee conference had the most
volunteers of any of the previous 14 con-
ferences. We had a total of 370 volun-
teers!"

Gary views his winning this award as a
representative of ‘the almost 400 volun-
teers at the Creating Change and the
approximate 1,000 Volunteers at
PrideFest.

Kevin Lynch comes from a family of
volunteers. His first volunteer experiences
were as a candy striper and an altar boy.
This 24 year old has been volunteering for
the BESTD Brady East Clinic for seven
years, He has held the positions of HIV
counselor, manager of Outreach, board
member, and BESTD clinic director. He
has also been President of BESTD Clinic
for over a year. The President's position,
like all officers, is a volunteer position
where he puts in a minimum of 15 hours a
week.

Ross Walker, past President of BESTD
Clinic, says, "Kevin has been a devoted
volunteer. When [ retired from the
Presidency last year, the Board unani-
mously voted Kevin as its new President.
He has done a tremendously good job in
leading the Clinic and carrying on its mis-
sion of providing services to the commu-
nity. Kevin is an outstanding role model of
dedication, sensitivity and professionalism
to his contemporaries. Because he is mak-
ing a difference, he motivates others by

Community ~ Center  Membership example to follow in his footsteps."
Committee, is a member of GAMMA and
» Nerissa Eichinger, 17, a Senior at
Cponafy Of SI,QHCG Shorewood High School explained, "I
inved from Cover

Jim Anderson, spokesman for the net-
work, said his group has found through
surveys that 80% of Gay students nation-
ally have been harassed by classmates
because of their sexual orientation. More
than 30% have reported skipping at least
one day of school out of fear for their safe-

At last Tuesday's drop-in night at
Milwaukee's Project Q, a GLBT youth
organization hosted by the Milwaukee
LGBT Community Center, this reporter
spoke with three students eager to share
why they were participating in this year's
National Day of Silence.

"l know how it feels to be silenced.
Before I came out to my friends at 15, 1
noticed how they talked in general about
Gay people, as if they knew | was but did-
n't say anything directly to me," said Eric
Huebner, 16. "I felt like I should get out of
this conversation because I couldn't stay
silent and it just didn't feel right. 1 am the
public relations officer for our
Gay/Straight Alliance, and I just want to
be more political about Gay rights."

Run.eric huebner picture Huebner is a
Visual Arts Major in his Junior year at
Milwaukee High School of the Arts. Eric
identifies as Gay, and noticed boys at age
12 and came out to his parents at 15 when
they found a Project Q brochure, and he
says "they are so cool with it."

found out about the National Day of
Silence at a Gay/Straight Alliance
Conference and I thought this is a really
incredible movement to represent for
myself and other people like me. | feel safe
and supported by my teachers, but I am
not comfortable being out at school. I don't
feel 1 can talk openly about myself, I'm
participating because I think this sends a
powerful message to end homophobia and
oppression for GLBTQ people.”

Currently, Nerissa works at Pathfinders
for Teens, and after graduation, she plans
on attending UW-Milwaukee where she'll
study social work. Nerissa identifies as
Lesbian.

"I come to Project Q because it's an
open and safe space for me, At Riverside,
I've been on the Gay/Straight Alliance for
two years, and the National Day of Silence
protest is a way to get my school's GSA
out there to the entire school," said 17 year
old Anthony Evans. "It's important for me
to be a part of this. I'm doing it to get
respect and to protest being silenced. I do
feel safe being myself at school — people
know."

Evans is a Senior at Riverside
University High School. After graduating,
he plans on attending UW-Milwaukee.
Anthony identifies as Bisexual.

A beehive of community activities
Phenomenal growth at Milwaukee LGBT Center

Milwaukee — The Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center is seeing phenome-
nal growth of activities and projects
housed in, or associated with the Center.

The Galano Club, a alcohol and drug
free clubhouse housed on the Center's sec-
ond floor, has seen a big jump in both vis-
itors and new members since their
December move from their former Farwell
location, according to a Galano volunteer.

The diversity of visitors to the Center, as
well as the convenience of feeding off
other activities in the building, have had a
big impact on the Gay Alcoholics group's
visibility, as well.

Herbst represents GLBT's
on city commission

Kathy Herbst will represent the Center's
new Domestic Violence Council, filling a
seat on the Milwaukee Commission on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.

The Milwaukee Common Council voted
to create a seat for the Center's DVC rep, a
quick approval considering the DVC was-
n't even born until January.

The Center co-hosted — with the Judicial
Oversight Demonstration Initiative — a
January Summit on Domestic Violence
in same-sex relationships. Out of that sum-
mit, the new Domestic Violence Council
was organized at the Center.

Domestic violence service providers
such as the Milwaukee Women's Center,
Sojourner Truth House, the Task Force on
Family Violence and ASHA Family
Services plus LGBT organizations includ-
ing LAMM, SAGE and Gemini Gender
Group, were represented at the summit.

The summit identified a need to address
the issue externally (that is, within the
legal, law enforcement and service
provider systems) to determine what serv-
ices currently exist and how prepared
these systems are to deal with LGBT indi-
viduals. The DVC also needs to educate
our own community to recognize and
respond to violence within our relation-
ships.

In February, the Council voted to
become a workgroup of the Milwaukee
Commission on Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault and to advocate for a seat
on the Commission. Obviously, the seat
was approved, and Herbst will be an
excellent representative of the LGBT com-
munity.

Project would address hate crimes

"Following the lead of LGBT communi-
ty centers nation-wide who have imple-
mented similar programs, the DVC is one
part of an Anti-Violence Project being
developed by the Center, an initiative that
will also address hate crimes," a Center
spokesperson reported.

"Milwaukee's Community Center rec-

ognizes the importance of addressing both
domestic violence and hate crimes in our
communities and has identified anti-vio-
lence programming as a priority issue in
2002. "

‘Circle of Friends' targets HIV
in People of Color

Tasilah Goosebery joined the Center's
staff on April 1 as the Circle of Friends
Project coordinator. Tasilah, formerly a
GED Program Coordinator for the
YWCA, is active in several LGBT and
allied community groups addressing
issues within Milwaukee's African
American community.

"I am very excited about this project,”
said Gooseberry, "because it will allow me
to focus on a major issue in our communi-

"Circle of Friends," will focus on identi-
fying and eliminating the barriers that pre-
vent high risk African American Men who
have Sex with Men (MSM) from having
an HIV test.

The new initiative is led by the
Wisconsin Department of Health and
Family Services - HIV/AIDS Program.

"HIV continues to be a health concern in
our community, particularly among people
of color," said Albrecht. "New strategies to
reach this population must be innovative
culturally appropriate. This project is
highly collaborative and provides the
Center with a much-welcomed opportuni-
ty to work with a very diverse group of
organizations.

Other groups involved in the "Circle of
Friends" initiative include Charles D.
Productions, House of Infinity, New
Concept Self Development Center,
ARCW and the Center for AIDS
Intervention Research/MCOW.

Library to reopen this month
"One of the many wonderful advantages
to the Center's new location was the
opportunity for our library to have its own
space," according to the website.
"Although it has taken some time to organ-

ize, the doors will open in April, thanks to
the hard work of the Library Task Force

-and to the donation of new bookshelves."

The Library will offer a varied selection
of LGBT-themed fiction and nonfiction
books. Anyone with a valid form of iden-
tification (for example, photo ID or dri-
ver's license) can check-out up to five
books at a time.

Building social justice coalitions
The Colorado-based Gill Foundation
has awarded the Center a two-year

$40,000 grant to strengthen the Center's
capacity to lead in social justice coalitions

Continved on Page 12

Election
Continued from Cover

The next Milwaukee County executive
will have to decide funding for at least two
programs that could impact the GLBT and
HIV/AIDS communities: Senior Action in
a Gay Environment (SAGE); and needle
exchange staff funding for the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin.

Ryan recently toured ARCW's down-
town facility and visited the needle
exchange van.

During a short, well received speech at
the Make A Promise Dinner (where
Walker made a brief appearance) on
Saturday night, Ryan expressed surprise at
the results of ARCW's programs,

Ryan indicated he was impressed by the
big decrease in new HIV infections in
Milwaukee County — thanks to the needle
exchange and other ARCW intervention
and education programs — and compli-
mented staff and volunteers.

"You often hear the mantra "coalition
building" and that's exactly what the
GLBT community must do in the 19 days
before the election,” said one Gay politico.
"We have to reach out to African
Americans, Hispanics, moderates, union
members, the disenfranchised, the social
justice community and “"middle"
Milwaukeeans," he continued. "And not
just in the city of Milwaukee — we've got
to involve suburban GLBTS and our allies,
too. After all, we are everywhere."
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Gay Straight Alliances
Continved from Cover

the national GLSEN organization. Since
its inception in 1996, its major focus has
been to empower students and educators
to reduce homophobia and heterosexism
within their schools.

RAY groups have grown
in number from 2 to 13
in the same time span,

and have supported
GLSEN chapters in a
common goal of

creating safe spaces
for GLBT youth. RAY

works with community-based
youth groups, and
GLSEN works with

school-based groups

In March of 1998, GLSEN-SCW spon-
sored the "Expanding the Knowledge
Conference," which was attended by 270
youth and adults from across the state and
established the chapter's presence as a
statewide resource.

The organization quickly became
known for its youth leadership program-

Nationwide growth
of Gay-Straight

Alliances
High schools across the U.S.

raise hopes, pose challenges
By David Crary
AP National Writer

Stratford, CT (AP) - Gay-straight
alliances, or GSAs, first appeared in
Massachusetts- in 1989 and have spread
rapidly coast-to-coast in recent years in
both high schools and colleges. [See the
companion piece, "Gay Straight Alliances
popular in Wisconsin" on cover page.]

About 1,000 of America's 26,000 high
schools now have them, according to the
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Network (GLSEN), a national organiza-
tion.

Critics argue that GSAs "promote
homosexuality" and have no place in
schools. Defenders say the clubs are
invaluable in encouraging tolerance and
easing the isolation that drives many Gay
students into substance abuse and suicide
attempts.

"Any other minority group has their
families, churches and communities
behind them," said Patricia Boland, a
school psychologist in Chesterfield
County near Richmond, Va. "Gay youth
don't. If they're getting harassed, often
they don't tell their parents. They're very
much on their own."

She said anti-Gay sentiment can be
damaging even to straight students.

"Kids shy away from the arts, or get
pushed into having sex way before they're
ready, just to prove they're not Gay,"

Boland said.
Continved on Page 4

ming which supports GSAs and for its
educational workshops targeted at educa-
tion professionals.

The phenomenal growth overwhelmed
GLSEN-SCWs ability to provide advoca-
cy for all the new GSAs and student lead-
ers turned to other organizations for sup-
port.

That outreach helped spur GLSEN
chapters in other regions of the state and
the emergence of autonomous GLSEN
chapters in Northeastern, Northwestern
and Southeastern Wisconsin.

Rainbow Alliance for Youth network

In addition the growth was supported by
Rainbow Alliance for Youth (RAY) of
Wisconsin, a collaborative network of
community-based GLBTQ youth groups
in the state: GALAXY in La Crosse,
Project Q in Milwaukee and Teens Like Us
in Madison, who also support GSAs in
their regions of the state.

RAY groups have grown in number
from 2 to 13 in the same time span, and
have supported GLSEN chapters in a com-
mon goal of creating safe spaces for
GLBT youth. RAY works with communi-
ty-based youth groups, and GLSEN works
with school-based groups.

According to Jason Rasmussen,
spokesman for GLSEN-SCW, they have
worked in concert with community-based
GLBT youth organizations such as Teens
Like Us and Project Q as well as adult
advocacy groups like Parents and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) chapters
to accomplish a phenomenal record of suc-

gl vght 16 For GSWs

According to Rasmussen, it is a legal
right to form GSAs. "Students often
encounter opposition from administrators

The success of GSAs
‘are somewhat dependent
on the existence of
locally-based organizations
which have the capacity
to rally teachers, parents,
and others to serve as

advocates for students,”
Jason Rasmussen,

GLSEN-SCW

when they attempt to form GSAs or imple-
ment GSA programming."

For that reason and others, the success
of GSAs "are somewhat dependent on the
existence of locally-based organizations
which have the capacity to rally teachers,
parents, and others to serve as advocates
for students," according to Rasmussen.

HIV education for youth

Another organization, Diverse and

GSA Growth in Wisconsin
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Resilient, has provided "capacity building"
to both RAY and GLSEN groups around
the state, Rasmussen explained. "Diverse
and Resilient exists to increase the number
and quality of programs that address the
needs of GLBTQ youth in Wisconsin, in
order to eliminate HIV transmission
among youth."

In the past five years according to
Rasmussen, D&R has fostered over a
dozen programs, distributed $125,000 in
mini-grants and hosted numerous training
events, workshops, retreats and regional
consultations.

Nine GSA conferences, attended by
over 400 students, have been sponsored by
GLSEN, according to Rasmussen, who
claims leadership programs offered "have
served as a catalyst for a significant
growth in the GSA movement in
Wisconsin."

Participants evaluated the programs, and
— not surprisingly — students consistently
highly-rank the GSA conferences as "pro-
viding resources on creating change at
their school and strengthening their clubs."

"By coming to this lock-in I realize how
ignorant | was. It has opened my eyes,"
one student said. Another, "l learned how
to utilize presentation skills to tell a story
better — more effective."

Another commented, "l learned that we,
as a GSA, can file reports on anything peo-
ple do at our school; like ripping down our
posters and signs and that we should keep
a record of things."

Rasmussen pointed out that the youth
leadership programming has been system-
atically developed by GLSEN-SCW into a
year-long cycle that includes:

* Three annual leadership development
student gatherings;

Continved on 12

Youth advocate selected for PrideFest Lifetime Achievement Award
Choice of the tireless Elna Hickson wins praise

Milwaukee — Elna Hickson was select-
ed for PrideFest's 2002 Lifetime
Achievement Award, which is presented
"to an individual who has demonstrated
leadership and commitment to the LGBT
community. Individuals who have
received this award in the past have
often been instrumental in changing
the course of the community's histo-
ry," according to PrideFest guide- .
lines. L

Elna reflects the theme of this

staunch support of "the 10% Crowd"
and she is definitely "100% Proud.”
Elna has worked with Milwaukee's
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays since 1994 holding almost
every position from President,
Secretary and newsletter/mailing list
coordinator
Advocate.
When PrideFest called her and men-
tioned she was named the award winner,
she was so surprised and said she didn't
think she deserved it. After telling her hus-
band, he replied proudly, "Elna you know

. you do a lot of things!"

The PrideFest Council obviously
agreed.

Sheri Goldberg, who co-nominated Elna
summed up the Councils feeling best,
"Elna has demonstrated not only accept-
ance and continued love and respect for all
of us in the LGBT community, she has

helped our community for years and we

need to let her know how we feel.," said
Goldberg.

"She has been helpful to change things
with families who have a son or daughter
who come out, and has be a catalyst of

to Youth/Education (L-R) Elna Hickson, her son Eric and his partner Doug Kranz

healing and understanding."

Marcus Smith, the other co-nominator
and Youth Coordinator for PrideFest, said,
"Elna, your efforts in our community-
especially the young LGBT community,
have not gone unknown. You go girl!"

Kathy Herbst, Director of Programs for
the Milwaukee LGBT Community Center,
says of Elna, "It has been my great honor
to work with Elna on a number of projects
over the last six years. Elna has incredible
energy along with an unwavering commit-
ment to LGBT issues and people and a
willingness to directly and forcefully con-

front homophobia wherever she finds it. 1
can't think of anyone more deserving of
this award."

When PrideFest asked Elna why she
does all the things she is involved in, she
replied it became her choice and
obligation when her own aware-
ness was raised. In 1994, when
she first joined PFLAG, she did a
lot of reading and discovered there
was much she was learning and
felt a need to go beyond her silent
acceptance of her son, Eric and
son-in-law Doug's long term com-
mitted relationship of now 20 plus
years. She said it was an honor to
serve the community wherever
needed.

A friend of hers commented
Elna's son said, "You are out more
than I am." Elna, like so many P-
FLAGers, are billboards for
acceptance. He sometimes wonders where
his mother gets all the energy!

Elna reiterated all the success was team
efforts. She has a great support system
with the many people she works with. Her
advantage is that she is a free-lance pianist
and so has the freedom to arrange a work
schedule and fit in all manner of meetings.
Without Lloyd, her supportive husband,
the task would be really difficult.

Family Photo

Continved on Page 4
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High Schools in the US
Continued from Page 3

Some GSAs consist almost entirely of
Gay and Lesbian students, others have
straight allies.

"A lot of my friends are Gay," said jun-
ior Julie Baron. "I'm straight, but because
I'm in the club, somebody called me a fag.
They need to grow up."

A GSA advisor on the East Coast,
English teacher Michael Fiorello, is heart-
ened by the high-spirited camaraderie that
has developed among the students, "When
I was in high school, if you wanted to
experience anything Gay, it was going to
be dark and dangerous," he said.

In some schools, GSAs emerged due to
the efforts of a few activist students, then
collapsed after they graduated. Kevin
Jennings, executive director of the
GLSEN, blames indifferent and hostile
school administrators.

"With other school clubs — the French
club, the math club - the system commits
to supporting them so they will always be
there, but the system hasn't made that
commitment to GSAs," Jennings said. "In
too many cases, once the student activist
graduates or the dedicated teacher is trans-
ferred, the GSA goes with them."

Efforts to form GSAs have been resisted
in some communities by parents, school
boards and clergy. But court rulings gen-
erally side with GSA supporters, primarily
because of a federal law that requires
equal access to public school facilities.

In Arlington, Texas, Martin High
School senior Jesse Brown has been strug-
gling since last year to form a GSA. His
latest hopes were dashed in December
when the one teacher who volunteered to
sponsor the club backed away from the
commitment.

"Many teachers are very fearful of
backlash," Jennings said. "They have
mortgages to pay, they're very vulnera-
ble."

The National Education Association,
the country's largest teachers union, has
asked school districts to crack down on
harassment of Gay students and staff. [As
reported in a previous issue of Wisconsin
Light.]

Gerald Newberry, executive director of
the NEA's health information network,
said some teachers worry that working
with a GSA may label them as Gay, but
students generally find a faculty sponsor.

"They have rather well-developed radar
— they seek out someone who through
overt or covert messages has communicat-
ed that they care about all kids in the
school," he said.

Massachusetts, where more than half
the high schools have GSAs, is the only
state to help finance them. The attitude of
the state's principals toward the clubs
varies, depending partly on how much
opposition surfaces among parents.

"It's a delicate balance, a dance that a
principal has to do," said David
Rudewick, director of a student civil
rights project run by the Massachusetts
Governor's Task Force on Hate Crimes.

Parental resistance [in some areas] has
waned over the past decade, Rudewick
said. "Society has changed. It's hard for
them to say now that these clubs are going
to turn kids Gay."

"If the school doesn't give them
resources, allow them to have projects that
bring people across lines, it can be divi-
sive," he said. "It can leave students even
more exposed to harassment, and the
administration might turn a blind eye."

Wisconsin’s Rainbow Families spring confab

Madison — A great line up of education-
al, supportive, and inspirational program-
ming for GLBTs and their families will
greet those attending the 2nd annual
Rainbow Families Wisconsin Spring
Conference, Saturday, April 20.

The all-volunteer board has been work-
ing hard to provide quality speakers and
programming so those attending the con-
ference and, making the trip to Madison
area worth your time.

The fun begins with 8:30-9am registra-
tion Saturday, with workshops and speak-
ers appearing until 3pm. All sessions will
take place at the First Unitarian Society ,
900 University Bay Drive.

Advance registration ended April 10,
but for information on possible last minute
participation, contact: markleddy@uwalum-
ni.com or at 608-516-0891.

Suggested donation to cover food and
childcare after the deadline are $15 for
adults, $7 for kids, space permitting. The
donation includes: Lunch, workshops,
child care and prizes from the raffle draw-
ing.

Teen program opposite keynote speaker

Brian Juchems of Briarpatch and his
trusty assistant Joe invite middle and high
school students tagging along to the con-
ference to join them for a series of high
energy, very un-boring activities and
group challenges. Comfortable clothing
recommended for this 9-11:15...

Meanwhile, from 9-9:45am, adults will
hear from Mary Lou Munts, a former
Wisconsin state representative and the cur-
rent co-chair of Wisconsin Common
Cause. Ms. Munts will offer insights for
families in this era of increased civil rights
and rapidly changing social values. Munts
has a Lesbian daughter, who with her part-
ner has adopted three children.

Morning Sessions run from 9:45am to
11:15am and include:

* Navigating Your Child's School, a
panel facilitated by Jason Rasmussen,
GLSEN-SCW. [Rasmussen was the source
of the "Gay Straight Alliances popular in
Wisconsin" article this section.]

GLSEN staff, parents and a school prin-
cipal will provide a overview of how to
choose safe and inclusive K-12 schools,
how to participate in the life of the school
and its policy-making boards, and how to
approach schools if problems arise.

* Protecting Our Families Under the
Law, features Patricia Logue and Heather
Sawyer of Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund (LLDEF), a national
GLBT legal group.

This interactive workshop will give a
general overview of legal protections, pit-
falls and resources for Lesbian and Gay
families on issues such as adoption rights,
the rights of non-biological parents, and
custody after divorce.

¢ Cutting Edge Issues on Queer
Parenting is presented by Sunshine Jones,
MS, and Janet Wright, PhD. In this inter-
active workshop, participants will explore
emerging issues and concerns in queer-
parented families. The presenters will
draw from family experience, research,
and community and from clinical experi-
ence in working with queer-parented fam-
ilies.

* Sex, Drugs, and Rock -n Roll in 2002:
Can We Talk? A multi media presentation
by Paul Grossberg, MD, of UW's Health
Service will focus on how media, peer cul-
ture, self-esteem development, sexuality
and risky behaviors affect youth in our
community.

Afternoon Schedule

Sessions run from 12:30-2pm, and
include:

* Adoptive Family Values by Ann
Fleming. This workshop presents concepts
and information to help adoptive and
prospective adoptive families consider
adoption as a "first" rather than a "second"
choice.

* Creating Safe Schools for LGBT
Students and Staff, presented by LLDEF's
Logue and Sawyer, will provide an
overview of relevant legal issues and a dis-
cussion of strategies for stopping anti-Gay
abuse and violence, for forming GSAs,
and for creating safe and supportive work-
ing environments.

* Building & Protecting Families: Legal
Protections, Judy Sperling-Newton and
Maureen McFarland of  Stafford
Rosenbaum Children's Law Center
Adoptions of Wisconsin, will target the
legal aspects of assisted reproduction,
adoption and legally protected relation-
ships. The session will include the benefits
and disadvantages of available choices,
the processes involved, the reasons and
timing for legal representation, and the
costs.

* Teen COLAGErs Speak Out About
Our Families, facilitated by Sol Kelley-
Jones, Children of Lesbians & Gays
Everywhere (COLAGE), Madison
COLAGE chapter members will address
topics related to their experiences being
raised by LGBT parents. Attendees are
invited to submit questions to the session
moderator for discussion.

Eina
Continved from Page 3

Elna is a significant part of the P-FLAG
Coalition for Safe Schools. The project
stems from a Helen Bader Foundation
grant with three purposes: creating a Safe
Space in the community (Project Q); a
Safe Space for LGBT Students in the
Milwaukee Public school through work
with the faculty, staff, administration, and
parent groups; and establishing Gay
Straight Alliances in schools.

This coalition, though spearheaded by
PFLAG, utilizes the long-term efforts of
the Milwaukee Public Schools Advisory
Committee and the Fledging GLSEN-
SEW (Gay Lesbian Straight Education
Network-South East Wisconsin). Elna
cautions strong community involvement
will be required in the next two years to
fully accomplish the goals of the grant.

Elna is also involved in LYDAC
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender
Youth Development Advisory
Committee), the RAY Group (Rainbow
Alliance for Youth), and works on the HIV
Material Advisory Board for DPI, in addi-
tion to many other fine organizations.

"Advocating for an environment in
schools that is safe, accepting and allows
LGBTQ youth an equal opportunity at an
education takes an extraordinary amount
of time, compassion, and perseverance,"
said Neil Albrecht, Executive Director,
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center.
"Elna Hickson embodies these characteris-
tics and many, many more. She is, in the
true sense of the word, a hero to the
LGBTQ youth and those of us who know
her passion."

Our youth are in good hands with people
like Elna Hickson. Congratulations on
your award, and the community looks for-
ward to your leadership for years to come.

Give the People Light and they
will find their own way.
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"Celebration of Leadership"
dinner & dance

Madison - GLSEN-SCW is hosting
their Celebration of Leadership, a dinner
and dance, with awards for adult leaders
and scholarships to four deserving stu-
dents, on May 11.

Each year GLSEN-SCW provides four
scholarships to graduating seniors who
have demonstrated a commitment to
advancing LGBT equality through
activism in their school community. This

New York, NY - Glenn Close, Nathan
Lane, and the best in journalism, film, tel-
evision and theatre were honored March
31 by the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation (GLAAD) at the organiza-
tions 13th annual awards in New York
City.

At the ceremonies |
held at the New York '
Marriott Marquis, Alan
Campbell presented
Glenn Close with J
GLAAD's Excellence
in Media Award, honor-
ing a member of the
entertainment commu-
nity who has made a
significant difference in
promoting equal rights
for GLBT people.

"When I had the priv-
ilege of playing Col.
Margarethe Cammermeyer — during that
final scene with Judy Davis, a window in
my heart snapped open and 1 understood
and felt for thirty seconds what it was like
to love someone of the same gender not by
choice but because that it is simply who
you are," Close said.

"I understood on a new level what a ter-
rible tragedy it is for someone who still
must hide who they really are for fear they
may lose their job or may be bodily
harmed," Close continued.

"What a terrible tragedy it is to not be
able to marry the one you love or not be
able to adopt a child. I promise you
tonight that I will, by choice, continue to
seek out the characters and stories that will
help to change all that."

Also at the ceremony, Nathan Lane was
honored with the Vito Russo Award, which
honors an openly Gay member of the
entertainment or media community for
their outstanding contribution in combat-
ing homophobia.

Accepting the award on Lane's behalf
were Russo's mother, Anne Russo, and his
brother, Charles Russo.

Media Awards were also handed out in
10 of this year's 24 media categories and
additional awards will be presented in Los
Angeles on April 13 and in San Francisco
on June 1.

“I'm so glad 1 came," said Barbara
Walters, accepting the GLAAD Media
Award for Outstanding TV Journalism on

New York GLAAD Media Awards a smash

Valerie Harper, GLAAD Executive
Director Joan M. Garry, Rue
McClanahan, ceremonies host
Kristen Johnson and Bea Arthur.
Photo by Jeff Vespa/Wirelmage.com

year's scholarships will be presented dur-
ing the Celebration held at Monona
Terrace.

The awards acknowledge adults
involved in advancing causes surrounding
GLBT youth issues.

Tickets to the event, which will feature a
dance and dinner, are now available. Call
608-661-4141 for details.

Natioal

behalf of “20/20." "I've won a few awards
in my 105 years in this business. [ mean
this so sincerely — I can't think of any
award that touches me more. [ can
remember when you were in a small room
and there were like 300 of you, do you

remember that? Look at

et S e you now."

: ¢ "The program itself

goy 2 was  our reward,"
$ Walters said, "but as
you could tell I'm

absolutely thrilled and I
thank you so much for
the honor and for just
being who you are."

"Last night we had a
room full of media pro-
fessionals — many from
the news media — who
understand the impor-
tance of fair, accurate
and inclusive images of our lives" said
GLAAD Executive Director Joan M.
Garry. "And our upcoming ceremonies..,
promise even more opportunities to cele-
brate and connect us through the power of
our stories."

List of Media Award receipients

Excellence in Media Award:
Glenn Close
Vito Russo Award:
Nathan Lane
Outstanding Film-Limited Release:
Hedwig and the Angry Inch
Outstanding Television Movie:
What Makes a Family
Outstanding Daytime Drama:
All My Children
Outstanding Newspaper Overall Coverage:
USA Today
Outstanding Newspaper Columnist:
Leonard Pitts, Jr. (The Miami Herald)
Outstanding TV Journalism:
"The Children Speak," "20/20"
Qutstanding Magazine Overall Coverage:
The New York Times Magazine
Outstanding Advertising-Print:
"Absolut GLAAD"
QOutstanding New York Theater-
Broadway & Off-Broadway:
The Invention of Love
Outstanding New York Theater-
Off-Off-Broadway:
InOnlt

Photo by Jeff

Correction
In Wisconsin Light Issue 6, March 28-
April 10, 2002 issue, we printed a quote
from the Human Rights League's endorse-
ment of Jim Ryan for Milwaukee County
Executive that contained a factual error.
HRL claimed Scott Walker was "a past

sponsor of anti-same sex marriage legisla-
tion". Upon further inspection of legisla-
tive records, we found that not to be true.
Walker did indeed vote for the legislation
(as did most some Democrats), however,
he was not a co-sponsor. Wisconsin Light
apologizes for not fact-checking HRL's
claims.

U.S. Supremes halt Alabama execution

By Garry Mitchell
Associated Press Writer

Mobile, AL — The U.S. Supreme Court
blocked the execution of Gary Leon
Brown last Thursday about eight hours
before he was to die in Alabama's electric
chair for killing a Gay man who was near-
ly decapitated by a second attacker while
being-robbed of $67.

Brown, sentenced to die for the 1986
stabbing death of Jack David McGraw in
suburban Birmingham, contends electro-
cution is impermissibly cruel and unusual
punishment. His defense also contends the
execution should be halted until the high
court rules in an Arizona case involving
the way sentences are imposed.

The Supreme Court halted 43-year-old
Brown's execution until the justices have
time to consider his appeal. If the high
court decides against accepting the appeal,
the stay would be lifted and the execution
date reset. If it accepts the appeal, the exe-
cution would be halted indefinitely.

McGraw was stabbed repeatedly and
nearly had his head cut off on Memorial
Day 1986 when he declined to party with
Brown and two companions at McGraw's
home, according to testimony.

McGraw, described in trial testimony as
Gay, had in the past shared beers with the
trio. The three killers told investigators
that McGraw sometimes paid them for
sex, Deputy Jefferson County District
Attorney Mike Anderton recalled
Thursday.

While the murder charge did not include
any sexual aspects, prosecutors have said
the savageness of the crime indicated it
was motivated by more than simple rob-
bery.

:

e eye exams |\

1

» contact lens fiti}pgs

Anderton said the three considered
McGraw "an easy mark." He said the mur-
der was "one of the most horrible things
I've seen, and I've been doing this almost
20 years."

McGraw, a Korean War veteran with
virtually no relatives, was stabbed in the
back 59 times and had his throat and neck
slashed. His body was left in his mobile
home in Center Point, where neighbor-
hood children found it.

Alabama had four executions scheduled
last year and all four were blocked by the
courts for various reasons.

Brown's appeal moved before the
nation's highest court just a day after the
Alabama Supreme Court unanimously
rejected it.

State prosecutors contend Brown, on
death row for 15 years, had failed to raise
the issues in previous appeals and the legal
deadlines for them had expired. .

Also convicted in the vicious attack
were James Lynn Bynum of Trussville, 21
at the time of the slaying, who was paroled
in 1997 from a life sentence, and the
alleged ringleader, Archie: Bankhead of
Birmingham, now serving life without
parole.

Bankhead, then 36, cut McGraw's throat
with a butcher knife, according to testimo-
ny. Initially sentenced to death, he won an
appeal and at retrial avoided the death

penalty.
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Urge Senators to vote for federal
Hate Crimes bill

Please take action today to urge your
U.S. Senators [Wisconsin's Herb Kohl and
Russ Feingold already support the legisla-
tion, but an outpouring of support would
still have an important impact] to support
the Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, 5.625 — the so-called federal Hate
Crimes bill — and to ask the Senate leader-
ship to bring it up for a vote as soon as
possible.

According to a notice released March 21
by Majority Whip Sen. Harry Reid, D-
Nev., the legislation is listed for possible
consideration during the legislative period
which began April 8, when the Senate
returned from its recess.

The Local Law  Enforcement
Enhancement Act, S. 625, would add "real

or perceived sexual orientation, gender
and disability" to the current law, which
only covers crimes based on race, religion
and national origin.

If passed, it would allow the FBI and
federal prosecutors to work in partnership
with local law enforcement officials who
may lack adequate resources to effectively
investigate and prosecute hate crimes.

The 33-year-old federal statute currently
used to prosecute hate violence does not
include sexual orientation, and while 45
states currently have hate crimes laws on
the books, only 27 [including Wisconsin]
address crimes based on sexualorientation.

To send a free fax to your senators, visit
the HRC online Action Center at:
www.hrc.org/actioncenter/index.asp.

Legislative and electoral news from the HRC

A partnership between the Human
Rights Campaign Foundation and the Gill
Foundation would drive federal dollars to
state and local GLBT. The Community
Action Program launched by the two
groups will aid community-based organi-
zations in securing federal funding.

The pilot program will provide informa-
tion gathered from extensive research
directly to interested programs and organ-
izations. Technical assistance will be given
to help organizations better understand the

granting process and federal grantee
* responsibilities.

The goal of the program is to facilitate
funding from the federal level to local
GLBT organizations. Extensive outreach
to local GLBT organizations will help to
make large and small organizations inter-
ested in these services aware of them.

In the future, funding information will
be provided via several formats, including
the Internet and a resource book.

[If you are aware of local, rural, subur-
ban or little-known GLBT-serving organi-
zations that could benefit from this pro-
gram, please send all relevant contact
information to:
CommunityActionProgram@hrc.org

Or, contact Christopher Braman, HRC's
Community Action Program manager, at
202-216-1591.]

HRC youth political “college’
Every election cycle HRC brings 20
energetic activists to Washington, D.C.,
for a weeklong, comprehensive campaign-

training program called Youth College.
The program includes all the nuts and

bolts of running a successful campaign, -

including information on media relations,
fund raising and organizing a field opera-

tion.

Once the training is over, HRC sends the
newly trained participants to targeted cam-
paigns across the country. There, the Youth
College graduates serve as full-time staff
members, and their activities include
research, press, recruiting volunteers,
organizing phone banks, getting out the
vote and much more.

Once the elections are over, participants
return to Washington for a quick lesson in
how to maintain contacts and start a polit-
ical career.

[HRC is now accepting applications for
Youth College, with a May 1 deadline.
Apply to Youth College by visiting:

www.hrc.org/about/pac/ycapp.asp.

For more information, call 202-216-
1537 or e-mail: youthcollege@hrc.org.]

Outreach to historically Black Colleges

Donna Payne, HRC's constituent field
organizer, and Candace Gingrich, HRC's
National Coming Out Project manager, are
working with the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Alumni Center,
www.hbcu.com, to reach out to schools
nationwide.

The first event was an HRC-sponsored
panel discussion April 6, at Johnson C.
Smith University in Charlotte, N.C. The
panel investigated "Issues Facing the
Black GLBT Community."

[For more information,
Donna.Payne@hrc.org.]

[Sign Up to Receive HRC Political
Equality Update: To receive the HRC
Political Equality Update, send an e-mail
to: listserv@lists.hrc.org with. the com-
mand "subscribe equality_update" in the
body (no subject needed).]

e-mail:

Adoption difficult for Gay Iowa couples

Waterloo, IA (AP) — Same-sex couples
wanting to adopt a child in Iowa face lim-
ited options, although state law does noth-
ing to prohibit Gay or Lesbian couples
from adopting.

The problem has become a hot topic
nationwide as two Florida men fight for
the right to adopt one of their foster chil-
dren against the laws of the state. The
story gained even more attention when
talk show host Rosie O'Donnell openly
admitted she was a Lesbian foster and
adoptive parent.

Although lowa law allows same-sex
couples to adopt a child, many private
agencies require a couple to be married
before they are considered as acceptable
for adopting a child.

Gair Bridges, a Gay man from Eldora,
sidestepped the hassle of adopting a child

by working through the Department of
Human Services.

Bridges and his partner, Ron Travis,
who died of a heart attack in 1999, had
served as foster parents since 1989,

"With foster care we always had older
kids anyway," Bridges said. He said the
duo took in the children with the intent of
adopting.

Officials with DHS say they try to keep
sexual orientation out of the adoption
process. "We do reference checks and
background checks, but we don't get into
sexual preferences," said Mary Nelson, a
department administrator.

The department uses a panel of adopted
children to learn more about what eased
and complicated their situations.

"One of the things they talk about is
what are the rules in the house. Can you go

to the refrigerator when you want? Can
you get up before Mom and Dad? That is
stuff most of us don't even think about."
Adoption representatives at Catholic
Charities do not ask about sexual orienta-
tion, but internally set criteria makes it
impossible for same-sex couples to adopt a

child through the agency.

Those wishing to adopt must have a
valid Catholic marriage of three years, be
childless, have a problem with infertility
and be under the age of 40. At least one of
the parents must also be a practicing
Catholic.

Nebraska Supremes hear Gay adoption case

By Kevin O'Hanlon
Associated Press Writer

Omaha, NB — The state Supreme Court
was asked last week to decide if a Lesbian
who legally adopted a child in another
state is eligible to apply for child custody
in Nebraska.

The high court heard arguments at
Creighton University's School of Law
involving Serenna Russell, whose partner,
Joan Bridgens, adopted a baby boy in
1996.

Russell and Bridgens jointly adopted the
boy the next year while living in
Pennsylvania.

The couple has since split. Russell lives
in Nebraska and Bridgens lives in
Michigan with the boy. Russell is asking
the Nebraska court to recognize the adop-
tion so she can gain legal custody of the
boy and petition Bridgens for child sup-
port- s
No Nebraska court has ruled whether a
Gay couple can adopt a child, but Douglas
County District Judge Joseph Troia reject-
ed Russell's request, saying the state of
Pennsylvania lacked jurisdiction to recog-
nize the adoption as valid.

Bridgens' lawyer, John Eker III, said
that Pennsylvania law, like Nebraska's,
requires a parent to relinquish rights to a
child before an adoption can take place,
except in cases involving adoption by a
stepparent.

Bridgens never
parental rights.

Susan Ann Koenig, one of Russell's
lawyers, said the full faith and credit
clause of the U.S. Constitution requires
courts in one state to honor court judg-
ments in other states.

Nebraska courts have said, however,
that a judgment in one state can be subject
to question by a court if there is a jurisdic-
tional question.

Pennsylvania law prohibits the adoption
of a child by unmarried parents, as does
Nebraska's, but many Pennsylvania judges
have granted such adoptions, a practice
that is being appealed to the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court.

Judge William Connolly seemed to hint
that the adoption granted by the
Pennsylvania court was valid.

"They may be wrong, but they have
jurisdiction,” Connolly said.

Koenig said the court ignored the best
interests of the child. Russell has been the
boy's primary caregiver most of his life,
Koenig said. "Children have the right to be
treated as interested and affected persons
and not as pawns or chattel of parents,"
she said, quoting a 1988 Nebraska
Supreme Court.

Last month, Nebraska's high court
rejected an attempt by two Lesbians to
adopt a child, but avoided deciding if Gay
couples are prohibited from adopting in
the state.

relinquished her

Big Easy Court takes on sodomy law

New Orleans, LA (AP) — Louisiana's
197-year-old ban on oral and anal sex
doesn't violate anybody's right to privacy,
the state Supreme Court repeated.

However, the question of whether it dis-
criminates against Gays and Lesbians still
open. So are 10 more questions, including
whether the law is arbitrarily enforced
against Gays and Lesbians, and whether it
constitutes a state endorsement of reli-
gious beliefs against homosexuality.

The state 4th Circuit Court of Appeal
must decide those, a six-judge panel ruled
late March in a civil lawsuit filed by the
Louisiana Electorate of Gays and Lesbians
Inc.

The justices repeated the court's own
July 2000 ruling that the law does not vio-
late the privacy right spelled out in the
Louisiana Constitution.

EGL's civil case brought up the privacy
issue as well as those of discrimination,
enforcement and other matters related to
homosexuality.

District Judge Carolyn Gill Jefferson
held that the law violated privacy rights.

"This court squarely rejected the asser-
tion that the privacy clause of the
Louisiana Constitution protects oral and
anal sex," the Supreme Court said. "The
action involves, at least, a failure by the
lower court to recognize its obligation to

follow the law of this state and pro-
nounced by this court.”

John Rawls, attorney’ for LEGL and
plaintiff in the case, said the high court is
wrong — both in its privacy ruling and for
kicking the other issues back to the 4th
Circuit.

"They should be willing to rule on the
hard cases without pushing them around
like a school boy pushes peas on a plate,"
Rawls said.

Rawls stressed that the law applies to
heterosexuals, too.

"The Supreme Court of Louisiana has
said the government can go into anyone's
bedroom, including married persons, and
criminalize what they are doing, even
between consenting adults in private with
no one watching and nobody paying for
anything," he said.

Rawls also raised the possibility of a
boycott of the state by Gay rights groups
and their supporters. "This ruling is a
financial disaster for the tourism industry
of Louisiana," he said.

"It's not an issue of the government
being in the bedroom, it's a matter of keep-
ing perversion out of the public restrooms
and public places,” said State Rep.
Republican Tony Perkins.

Laws simply banning sex in public
places are not enough, he said.
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Nebraska Supremes also take porn case

By Kevin O'Hanlon
Associated Press Writer

Omaha, NB — Former U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Potter Stewart once said that
he could not define hardcore pornography.

"But I know it when I see it," he said.

Now it's the Nebraska Supreme Court's
turn.

Nebraska's high court has not had a
pornography case since 1999, when it
decided three.

In one, it ruled that a Lincoln man who
dressed up as "Crotchy the Clown" and
masturbated on his cable television show
violated obscenity laws.

In the second case, the court ruled in
favor of two Sarpy County stores that sold
and rented adult videos that local prosecu-
tors had argued were obscene.

In the third, the court said three paint-
ings displayed in a Gay bar in Omaha were
obscene and should be destroyed or
removed from the state.

In this most recent case, the high court
heard arguments last Thursday at the
Creighton University School of Law about
whether videos sold by two Omaha men in
2000 were obscene.

John Haltom and Daniel Bacon were
convicted of distributing two pornograph-

ic videos: Beach Banged Blondes and Sex
Patrol at Haltom's store, Dr. John's.

Haltom was sentenced to 30 days in jail.
Bacon received 60 days in jail.

Courts have said that material is
obscene if "the average person, applying
contemporary community standards,
would find the work, taken as a whole ...
appeals to the prurient, shameful or mor-
bid interest and lacks serious literary, artis-
tic, political or scientific value."

Courts have held that free-speech pro-
tections are lost only if the material
appeals to prurient interests and depicts
sexual conduct in a patently offensive way,
and that determination is left to a jury
applying contemporary community stan-
dards.

Defense lawyer John Fahle said County
Judge Edna Atkins erred in instructing the
jury on the definition of "prurient interest"
and that prosecutors failed to prove their
case.

Several of the judges seemed to agree
with Fahle during their questioning of
Assistant Attorney General J. Kirk Brown.

Brown described in detail the scenes in
the movies, including one in which two
women-and man "form a significant num-
ber of geometric configurations."

Des Moines may sue YMCA for Gay bias

Des Moines, IA (AP) - Officials are
threatening to block city money from the
YMCA of Greater Des Moines because it
charges same sex couples more to join
than heterosexual married couples.

Des Moines added a sexual-orientation
clause to its anti-discrimination ordinance
last year. The ordinance outlaws discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation in hous-
ing, employment or use of public accom-
modations within the city limits.

"Anybody that does business with the
city must comply with that policy," said
City Councilwoman Christine Hensley.
"It's clearly stated. If there's a loophole, I'll
be sure to close it."

The YMCA receives about $5,400 this
year for an emergency shelter program.

The YMCA is not discriminating
because its policy is based on Iowa's defi-
nition of marriage, which does not recog-
nize Gay and Lesbian unions, said Vernon
Delpesce, president of the YMCA of
Greater Des Moines. Sexual orientation
has nothing to do with membership, he
said.

Legally married couples who live
together may join the YMCA for $57.50 a
month. Gay couples living together are not
eligible for the family package and must
join at single adult rates which are $38.50
— $13 more for each couple.

Each YMCA group sets its own mem-
bership policy, said Iona Toles, a spokes-

woman for the national YMCA. Delpesce
said that the Des Moines organization will
review the policy within two months.

What defines a family?

The city ordinance does not specify
what constitutes a family, which could be
debated if the ordinance is contested, said
Des Moines City Attorney Bruce
Bergman.

"We've got an issue here," Bergman
said. "We'll have to take a look at that."

Paul Johnson and his partner joined 7
Flags Fitness & Racquet Club in Clive
about a month ago after they were told by
YMCA employees that they couldn't join
as a family.

The men — who have been together for
10 years — are saving about $3 a month at
7 Flags, Johnson said.

"The response I got from 7 Flags was,
'We're not in the business of judging peo-
ple. We're in the business of fitness and
health,' " Johnson said.

Steve Beeman, a pastor at First
Assembly of God Church in Des Moines,
praised the YMCA. Beeman last year
opposed the city adding the sexual-orien-
tation clause to the ordinance.

"The YMCA is about health, and homo-
sexuality is not a healthy lifestyle,"
Beeman said. "For them to allow homo-
sexual memberships would be to contra-
dict themselves."

YMCA objects to camp-out

By Linda Ashton
Associated Press Writer

Yakima, WA (AP) - A Seattle group
that promotes good health for Gay and
Bisexual men says the YMCA here has
taken steps to make sure the Gay City
Health Project won't rent a White Pass
camp for Labor Day weekend.

Although the YMCA decided to extend
a camp contract to GCHP, included in the
contract was language that would bar the
organization from making any references
— verbal, written or through the media —
to the YMCA, Camp Dudley or activities
there.

And that language makes it unworkable

for GCHP, said director Fred Swanson.
"We can't have vendors dictating how we
can and can't market our program,” he
said.

The dispute troubles Martin Howell, a
YMCA board member and chairman of its
financial development committee.

"I want the 'Y' to win and I want GCHP
to win, and I don't think we're moving in
that direction," he said.

GCHP rented the YMCA's Camp
Dudley without any complaints last year
for $13,000 for 150 men and, soon after-
ward, the group started making plans to
return this year.

Continued on Page 8
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Slain cop’s Lesbian partner denied benefits

Tampa, FL (AP) - The longtime companion of a slain Gay police officer has appealed
a pension board's decision fo deny benefit payments for her partner’s death.

The Tampa Fire and Police Pension Board last month denied the request because officer
Lois Marrero had never named a beneficiary for her pension.

She was killed just days before the pension changed its policy to let unmarried officers
name beneficiaries.

In the lawsuit filed earlier this month, Marrero's companion, Mickie Mashburn, said that
they lived together for 11 years and had participated in a “holy union ceremony” in 1991.

Mashburn and Marrero “remained permanently committed to each other until Marrero's
death” the lawsuit said. g

Marrero was fatally shot in the line of duty by a fleeing bank robber July 6.

Survivors of unmarried employees are eligible to collect money paid into the plan, about
$50,000, in death benefits for 10 years.

Marrero's family objected to Mashburn getting the pension. They described the couple's
relationship as growing increasingly rocky and said Marrero was involved with another
woman in Texas shortly before she died.

The lawsuit requests that a circuit judge throw out the board's order March 1 denying
Mashburn the benefits and direct the board to determine who Marrero's beneficiary would
have been. A court date has not been set.

Cops accused in Gay bashing
FBI opens inquiry into civil rights violations

Portland, OR (AP) - Two Portland detectives and a Gresham detective are investi-
gating whether two off-duty Portland police officers assaulted a man outside a downtown
bar in late January.

The two officers - who reportedly yelled anti-Gay epithets during the fight - were
placed on administrative leave last month.

The criminal investigation was spurred by an anonymous complaint to the Independent
Police Review Division.

The victim, who is in his 30s, has not been named. He was treated at the scene and is
cooperating with the investigation, Assistant Chief Andrew Kirkland said.

"We had hoped to keep this investigation under wraps so these investigators could go
ahead and talk to witnesses and conduct their interviews without interference,” Police Chief
Mark Kroeker said April 1.

Kroeker said the bureau is reviewing why the investigation was not begun Jan. 24, the
night of the incident.

The FBI has opened a preliminary inquiry into whether any civil rights violations occurred
and Police Chief Mark Kroeker met with members of the bureau’s Sexual Minorities
Roundtable, an advisory group to the bureau, and Gay and lesbian officers.

Kroeker has been working to repair relations with the city's Gay and lesbian' communi-
ty since taped, anti-Gay remarks he made more than 10 years ago were found for sale
on a Christian ministry Web site and publicized in 2000.

"I'm concerned that we do not endanger any of the trust that has been built or retrench
in any way, especially after all the work that has been done across the two years in out-
reach and building relationships,” Kroeker said.

Nightline postpones series on Gay life

The five part ABC network news show, Nightline's series on Gay life in America sched-
uled to air April 8-12 was canceled a week ahead of time because of news developments
in the Middle East.

Nightline's five-part series exploring the lives of Gay and lesbian people in America,
reported and anchored by Ted Koppel, was titled A Matter of Choice? and takes an in-
depth look at complexities in the Gay experience, from teenagers grappling with sexu-
al identity issues to senior citizens facing unique challenges in their twilight years.

New air dates for the series, were not immediately available.

Roommate arrested in Fort Wayne torture attack

Fort Wayne, IN (AP) - Police have arrested a man on charges that he fortured his
disabled cousin for 12 hours, leaving him critically wounded, after reportedly tinding him
in bed with another man.

Part of John Runner's brain had to be removed during emergency surgery ofter the lote
March attack.

A court document alleges that Maurice A. Ellis, Runner's cousin and roommate, found
Runner, 34, in bed with a man and an argument ensued.

Ellis, 35, hit and kicked Runner to unconsciousness, then burned his chest and head with’
bacon grease, according to the affidavit.

The torture started nearly three hours after the argument began and continued for 12
hours, investigators said.

Ellis, of Fort Wayne, was being held without bond on a preliminary count of aggravat-
ed battery.

Runner remained in critical condition at a local hospital. He has been unable to work
for several years because he cannot use his left hand and walks with a limp.

Three local groups - the League for the Blind and Disabled, United Voice, and the Stop
the Hate Codlition - consider the attack a hate crime.

"We believe it was worse because it happened to a disabled person whe, it sounds like,
would not have been able to defend himself” said John Guingrich, assistant director of the
league for the Blind and Disabled.

Assistant Police Chief John Grannan said hate crimes rarely occur between people who
are related or live together.

“| certainly respect their concern, Grannan said. “It's not being investigated as a hate
crime. Right now we're simply investigating it as on aggravated battery.”
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Activists plan challenge of Gay-sex law

High Ridge, MO (AP) - Activists plan fo use the arrest and prosecution of six men
on charges of having sex at a Jefferson County adult video store to challenge the state
law banning the practice.

"It is an archaic law, it's an obtrusive law and, as you can see in the Jefferson County
case, it's a law that it is clearly biased against Gay and lesbian couples,” said Jeft
Wunrow, executive director of PROMO, a group working to overturn Missouris ban on
Gay sexual activity.

The men were among 13 arrested last month during a raid of Award Video on charges
that included sexual misconduct and prostitution. But prosecutors only filed charges against
six men, alleging they violated the Missouri law banning homosexual sex. If convicted, they
face fines and up to a year in the county jail.

Wunrow said his group is planning to lobby fawmakers in Jefferson City fo repeal the
law during this year's legislative session. The state's term limits law, Wunrow said, could
allow some outstate legislators who quietly support the bl“ to vote for it without worrying
about possible political repercussions.

Missouri is among five states that ban consenting same sex acts; 11 other states bar both
homosexuals and heterosexuals from engaging in certain sex acts.

Jefterson County Prosecutor Bob Wilkins said he hesitated before deciding to use the
charge, but said it was necessary to stamp out the “open and notorious activities” at Award
Video.

“All | do is look at the statutes and this statute is still on the books” Wilkins said. "We don't

make the law, we just enforce what's there.’

Diplomat: AIDS is bigger threat than terrorism

Norfollk, VA (AP) - AIDS outranks terrorism and the violence in the Middle East as
“the single most serious issue in the world today,” former U.N. Ambassador Richard C.
Holbrooke said April 4.

"AIDS is not just another disease, it is the worst health crisis in at least 700 years,”
Holbrooke said in a speech at Old Dominion University. “It is attacking the social and polit-
ical fabrics of countries and undermining their opportunities for advancement.”

Every day, he noted, 8,000 people die of AIDS.

Holbrooke, who brought the fighting in Bosnia to an end and received five Nobel Peace
Prize nominations for his Dayton Peace Agreement, also said he supports President Bush's
decision to send Secretary of State Colin Powell to the Middle East.

“We are in a point of maximum danger in the region,” Holbrocke said.

Holbrooke also praised the fight against terrorism in Afghanistan but said he was “very
troubled” by the Bush Administration’s unwillingness to support a much larger international
stabilizing force in the country.

"Military victories are worth only as much as the peace that follows," he said.

He called Saddam Hussein of Iraq "the most dangerous leader in the world today,” and
said efforts should be made to topple him.

The decision at the end of the Gulf War to leave him in power, Holbrooke said, “consti-

tutes the greatest single mistake the United States has made, in my view, since the end of
the Vietnam War”"

Lesbians make up majority of Vermont civil unions
Are the kids behind the numbers?

Burlington, VT (AP) - Vermont's civil unions law is being used more by female cou-
ples than by males, siatistics show.

From July 1, 2000, the first day that licenses were granted to same-sex couples, through
Jan. 4, 2002, 3,471 licenses for civil unions were issued. Of those, 1,180 were given to
male couples and 2,291 were to female couples, said Bill Apao, director of public health
statistics af the Vermont Department of Health.

That means about two-thirds of the unions - which confer many of the rights and ben-
efits of marriage to same-sex couples - were between women.

Esther Rothblum, a psychology professor at the University of Vermont and editor of the
national <Journal of lesbian Studies>, is conducting a survey of all couples who received
civil unions in the first year of the law.

One reason more women may opt for a legal certification of their union, she said, is that
more Lesbian couples have children.

"The relationship with the children is more important.” Rothblum said. "I think more women
have children and that might explain some of the gender differences.”

Hartland Town Clerk Clyde Jenne, a Gay, single man who has issued 26 civil union
licenses since the law went into effect, has his own observations on why so many more
females seem to join in unions.

"{In) this male-dominated society we have, [men) don't want to make that commitment for
what the other guys will say. There have been women living together since God knows
when, because they are not a threat to the system.’ Jenne said.
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. reminds you HIV Infection Rates are up dramatically
among young Gay men and People of Color . . .
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YMCA camp-out
Continved from Page 7

But before the contract was written this
year, three YMCA board members raised
objections, including criticism of the
group's Web site promotion of the camp-
out, said Paul Larson, board president.

The brief promotion item does not men-
tion Camp Dudley or the YMCA. It invites
Gay and Bisexual men of all ages, colors
and shapes to "shed attitudes and dissolve
boundaries" at camp.

It mentions activities from fishing and
swimming to horseback riding, crafts and
volleyball.

And it wraps up with: "Well, camp will
be just like the one you went to as a kid,

except for the group naps, an all-boy
dance and the fact that you can flirt with
the camp counselors if you want."

The references to group naps and flirt-
ing with camp counselors didn't go over
well with the YMCA, said its director,
Terry Rasberry.

"Those are activities that would never
be allowed under any circumstances,” he
said. "The YMCA does not promote sexu-
al activity of any kind — that is not what
our facilities have been built for."

But Swanson said none of the references
or material used is sexual.

Swanson said he believes the YMCA
simply didn't want Gays back at the camp
and found a way to make that happen.

Hate crime victim's claim not taken
seriously by police

Denver, CO (compiled from AP and
PlanetOut News) — A teen-age girl who
reported she was attacked by three white
teen age males because they assumed she
is Gay said April 2 police were not taking
the report seriously, treating her with sus-
picion and rudeness.

April Mora, 17, told police two men cut
the words "dyke" and "RIP" into her flesh
with razors on March 26 while they held
her down in an alley behind her house. The
words were cut into April Mora's left fore-
arm and belly, according to a police report.

Mora said she was walking through an
alley behind her home when a car passed
by about 2pm March 26.

"I stopped to look at it because it was a
cool car, and the guys inside shouted 'dyke'
at me," she said.

Mora said she gave the men a dirty look,
and the car stopped. Two of the three men
jumped out of the car and ran at Mora, she
said.

One of the men grabbed her and pinned
her down with his knees. Another man
held a knife to her throat, while the other
pulled out a razor blade and started carv-
ing into the fleshy part of her left forearm,
Mora said.

She said a third man gave them instruc-
tions from the car. The men threatened to
rape her if they saw her again, Mora said.

The police report indicates four men,
not three, were involved the attack, but
Mora insists that she told the officers there
were three men from the start, and that the
error was made by the officers doing the
paperwork.

Local press reports claim Mora has been
the victim of two other reported attacks,
and told police last year she was a member
of a gang. There is no reason this history
should keep police from investigating a
new crime.

Mon-Thur é:30am - 10pm

Friday till 11pm

Saturday 8am - 1ipm

Sunday 8am - 5pm

Mora and her girlfriend's mother,
Roberta Quintana, said detectives have
treated them badly and assumed the attack
was self-inflicted.

"They treated the whole situation as if it
was a waste of their time," Quintana said.

Mora, who lives with the Quintana fam-
ily, did not appear during an

April 2 press conference, but Quintana
read a statement from Mora and answered
a few questions. The conference came a
couple of days after the local newspapers
reported that police called Mora's injuries
"superficial" and asked Mora to take a lie
detector test, which she declined to do.

When police arrived to take a statement
on the day of the attack, Quintana said,
they ransacked the room Mora shares with
her daughter Dominicque, and even
checked the freezer for signs of the razor
used in the assault.

After the attack, Mora went to Denver
Health Medical Center, where she was
treated and released for several shallow
razor cuts, none of which was life threat-
ening, authorities said.

Quintana said during the conference,
that the medical staff who treated Mora

“ would be happy to testify that her wounds

could not have been self-inflicted.
Quintana described one bruise "the size of
a plum" on Mora's ribcage, and others on
her back and the back of her head.

Police Detective John White would not
comment on the accusations and would
not say if anyone has been arrested.

"Once our investigation is complete we
will have a statement to provide," White
said.

District attorney's spokeswoman Lynn
Kimbrough said the state's hate crime
statute does not cover attacks based on
sexual orientation.
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WHO approves generic AIDS drugs
Pharmaceutical conglomerates besmirch standards

By Naomi Koppel
Associated'Press Writer

‘Geneva, Switzerland (AP) - The
World Health Organization has produced a
list of companies making safe generic
AIDS drugs, a move that could bring
down the price of treatment in poor coun-
tries.

But the organization representing big
international ' drug * companies " said
Thursday the move could reduce the qual-
ity of treatment and lead to widespread
drug resistance.

The WHO list, released last Wednesday,
named 41 drugs by eight manufacturers
that met its criteria for quality. It included
products by the Indian generic manufac-
turer Cipla as well as by big drug makers
such as Bristol-Myers Squibb Company,
GlaxoSmithKline, Abbott Laboratories
and Roche Holding.

"This U.N. initiative marks an important
step in increasing the number of qualified
suppliers of HIV medicines and improving
the procurement of these drugs for people
living with HIV/AIDS in developing
countries," said Peter Piot, executive
director 'of the U.N. AIDS agency.

But the International Federation of
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
Associations said it did not think that some
generic suppliers met - acceptable stan-
dards

"Under no circumstances do conipanies
based in some countries that have poor
regulatory and quality standards match the
standards of quality, service, and innova-
tion on a sustainable basis that interation-
al ‘research ‘conpanies provide," said
Harvey Bale, the federation's director-gen-

eral.

Eric Noehrenberg, the federation's
director of intellectual property and trade
issues, said generic producers like Cipla
also failed to provide after-sales service,
which could lead to the drugs being mis-
used and a buildup of resistance to their
effectiveness.

Jonathan Quick, director of essential
drugs and medicines policy at WHO,
denied the claims.

"The process we used was according to
international standards with an interna-
tional team and with guidelines that were
reviewed by  the WHO Expert
Committee," he said.

He said the investigation had not looked
at what happened after the drugs were
sold, but in many cases issues such as
good use and preventing resistance were
handled within a country's own health sys-
tem.

Cipla Chairman and Managing Director
Yusuf K. Hamied said the U.N. decision
should remove doubts in the minds of con-
sumers about the quality of generic ver-
sions of drugs as compared with those
made by companies holding the drug
patent.

"What we've been saying all these years
has been vindicated," he said.

Cipla is among a dozen companies in
India that produce AIDS drugs using tech-
niques different from those of the compa-
nies who hold the patent. India recognizes
patents on drug-making processes but not
the products, making it legal to reproduce
a patented drugs if the manufacturing
process used is slightly different.

The Nobel Prize-winning aid group
Medecins Sans Frontieres welcomed the

inclusion of generic manufacturers.

"In our experience, competition is really
the driving force for having a good level of
price for developing countries. We cannot
only rely on charity," said Dr. Bernard
Pecoul, director of the group's medical
access campaign.

Although many developing : eountries
have patent laws that would normally pre-
vent governments from buying cheaper
generic drugs, many insist that they should
have more leeway when dealing with pub-
lic health.

Memberss of the World Trade
Organization agreed last year that govern-
ments should have the flexibility to over-
ride patent laws under certain circum-
stances when dealing with crises in public
health.

HIV/AIDS is a major problem for many
developing countries,- especially in sub-

Saharan Africa. Of the 40 million people
who are HIV positive in the world, 28 mil-
lion live in Africa. The disease is also
spreading rapidly in Asia and the Pacific
region, and in parts of the former Soviet
Union.

In rich countries, AIDS treatments can
often cost more than- $10,000 a patient
each year. Although the prices are much
lower in developing countries, aid groups
and governments claim the drugs are still
beyond the reach of most people.

WHO says its list provides guidance for
governments and medical staff purchasing
drugs who would be unable to make their
own quality checks.

"We expect that the list will grow steadi-
ly as more companies take an interest in
participating and countries expand their
HIV/AIDS programs," the WHO's Quick
said.

UN denounces abuses in India

Geneva, Switzerland - Aditya
Bondyopadhyay denounced the treatment
of sexual minorities in India at an NGO
Briefing of the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights. Mr.
Bondyopadhyay described cases of dis-
crimination, harassment, arrest, and tor-
ture, and he called on the UN to hold the
government of India responsible for such
abuses.

High ranking UN officials made a his-
toric appearance at the briefing and
affirmed the importance of defending sex-
ual rights as part of the UN human rights
work. Speaking at the Briefing were
Radhika |, Coomaraswamy, Special,
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women;
Asma Jahangir, Special Rapporteur on
Extrajudicial, Arbitrary and Summary ;
and Jan Doerfel, the assistant to the
Special Rapporteur on Torture.

Ms. Jahangir stated that "there are les-
bians and gays in every country of the
world, and I believe there is no country in
which they do not face abuse."

Mr. Bondyopadhyay presented a
detailed complaint of the "Lucknow 4"

case, in which four HIV prevention work-
ers were charged with conspiring to com-
mit "unnatural sexual acts" under Section
377 of the Indian Penal Code , and were
kept in detention without bail for periods
from 45 days to seven months.

"It is essential for the United Nations to

‘hear the voices of the stigmatized and the

marginalized directly," said Scott Long,
Program Director at the International Gay
and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
(IGLHRC), the organization that brought
Mr. Bondyopadhyay to Geneva to testify.
"Courageous UN officials, such as Ms.
Coomaraswamy and Ms. Jahangir, should
be supported by all governments in the
UN, as they continue to draw attention to
these abuses."

The NGO Briefing was sponsored by
IGLHRC as well as by the International
Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), the
International Lesbian and Gay Law
Association, Pink Cross (Switzerland), the
World Organization Against Torture
(OMCT), Amnesty International, and the
International Service for Human Rights.
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Robert Goulet in South Pacific

Review by lohn Jahn
Spotlight Editor

Milwaukee - The Marcus Center
Broadway Series didn't opt for an avante
garde or risky production when they
scheduled the 50+ year old Rodger's &
Hammerstein gem South Pacific. But,
who's to say'there's anything wrong with
the tried & true, classic musical produc-
tion? Not I, certainly. In fact, South Pacific
is my favorite musical of them all, so it's
nice to experience it live right here at
home the way it was meant to be seen and
heard.

The bi
April 2%
Hall wast
it?" After all, he's headlining this show and
playing the central character of Emile de
Becque. He also has to belt out some big,
pseudo-operatic numbers - like "Some
Enchanted Evening" and "This Nearly was
Mine."

Well, the answer is yes; and no.

Yes, Goulet's trademark bass-baritone
can still fill a hall with sound (although
everyone in the production - Goulet
included — was miked to begin with). He
can still hold a note and phrase decently,
though at times seemed a tad out of breath.
Yes also, his acting was on target, (though
it does takes a while to not see Robert
Goulet but rather Emile.

est question going into the
i of South Pacific at Uihlein

Official Photo
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3 Robert Goulet still have

The hard part is simply to admit that,
although he does portray a character meant
to be somewhat older than his lover, Nellie
Forbush (played with charm and spunk by
Amanda Watkins), Goulet is old enough
to be Watkin's grandfather! The age differ-
ence is just too extreme to be entirely cred-
ible.

The film pairing of Mitzi Gaynor and
Rosanno Brazzi or original Broadway
cast pairing of Mary Martin and Ezio
Pinza looked and felt:more realistic. One
could imagine what they saw in each
other; I'm not quite sure what Watkins sees
in Goulet,

The production team was first rate —
stage designs were nicely constructed and
well lit; scene transitions were smooth.
The supporting roles went to the excellent
Gretha Boston as Bloody Mary, the funny
and scene stealing David Warshofsky as
Luther Billis and the somewhat stiff Lewis
Cleale as Lt. Cable (admittedly, though,
Cable is kind of a stiff anyway). There was
also a smattering of beefcake eye candy in
the "There is Nothing Like a Dame"
sequence in Act I, though not as much or
as pleasing as in the film version.

South Pacific is my favorite musical not
just for the wonderful songs but also for
the message about tolerance of inter-racial
and inter-cultural romance. In the latter
sense it was ahead of its time and remains
a lesson for us today some five decades on.

Diamonds in the rough

By Charles Grosz
Staff Critic

Milwaukee It was an afternoon of good
intentions when the Wisconsin Cream
City Chorus presented Diamonds in the
Heartland at the Milwaukee Public
Library's Centennial Hall. The occasion
was to raise funds for Camp Heartland, a
non-profit organization that provides year-
round support for children with
HIV/AIDS.

The Chorus is not a professional ensem-
ble, nor does it claim to be. The dozen
members volunteered their time, and pro-
vided enough energy and enthusiasm to
forgive a less-than-perfect musical review.

A threadbare storyline linked fourteen
songs, most relating to a child’s view of
the world. Most successful were the large
ensemble numbers, with the upbeat
Interplanet Janet rousing the audience to
cheers. Selections from You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown were the most pol-
ished, with Emory Churness and Shirl
Greeb comfortable in their roles of
Charlie and Lucy. Suppertime, Snoopy’s
ode to the evening meal, was given an
amusing, larger than life rendition by
Chuck Ellingson.

Yolanda Roth shone in Alone in the
Universe and Under the Sea, displaying a
strong musical talent and skillful dance

moves. Her clear diction and engaging
stage presence projected easily to the last
row of the hall. Hilary Giffen charmed
the audience with a child-like innocence in
One Small Voice, and Chorus Director
Kristen Weber had nice moments in Just
One Person.

Despite the onstage gusto, limp produc-
tion values doomed the show to junior-
high school status. Stage props were con-
tinuously mishandled, and on the rare
occasions when the microphones actually
worked, they only produced an annoying
feedback. Mary Kay Vande Logt’s clever
choreography would have worked on
semi-trained dancers, but here looked
oafish.

The four on-stage musicians, led by
Musical Director Paula Foley Tillen,
raised the level of the show considerably.
Keyboardist Steve Sidie, bassist Mark
Williamson and Kim Zick, (who deserves
special mention for stepping in with no
rehearsal) provided sympathetic and pro-
fessional accompaniment.

This reviewer is unable to mention by
name a talented member of the ensemble,
due to her position in the U. S. Armed
Forces.  How insufferable that an
American citizen be threatened with mili-
tary discipline simply for raising funds for
a worthwhile charity.

Magnificent Mahler at the MSO

Review by John Jahn
Spotlight Editor

Milwaukee — Gustav Mahler is on my
"Top Ten List" of favorite composers, but
there is little worse than Mahler done
badly. Thankfully, with Maestro Andreas
Delfs and a massive, stage-filling
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, the
audiences attending the March 29-30 con-
certs were treated to a splendid perform-
ance of the infrequently performed
Symphony No. 7. Indeed, it was 22 years
ago that the MSO last performed it.

Mabhler wrote his 7th Symphony during
the summers of 1904-05 during a time of
conflicting emotions. He surely enjoyed
all that Nature had to show him, and the
mighty Seventh reflects this through chirp-
ing birdcalls and the distant clatter of cow-

1ls.

Yet he was also facing declining health,
criticism, a disintegrating marriage and the
death of one of his daughters. The entire
concomitant hopes, fears, loves, hates and
anxieties of his life are evident throughout
the Seventh's vast emotional landscape.

Through the Symphony's first four
movements, we hear the dread and fears
but also mysteries of the sound world of
darkness; indeed, two of the movements
(from which the rest of the symphony
emerged) are entitled Nachrmusik. When
you reach the turbulent, triumphant
Rondo-Finale, it is as if we have gone
from February's cold bleakness into May's
bright warmth in a concentrated, 15-
minute time span.

Delfs was obviously "into"this perform-
ance, full of enthusiasm and emotion that
Mahler would have liked to see. The MSO

was in‘top-notch shape, showing just how -

far this orchestra has come since the days
of Schermerhomn.

Uihlein Hall fairly rang with the procla-
mations of the powerful brass ensemble
and a breeze could almost be felt as the
strings swirled. The MSO handled the
quiet passages - with which" this
Symphony is replete — just as deftly as the
towering climaxes.

Mahler sought in his Seventh Symphony
to sonically embrace the passing from a
long, dark night into the rising of the Sun
and stirring of Nature. In the right hands it
can leave the listener refreshed to face a
new day. If someone in Mahler's troubled
shoes could produce hopeful sounds like
this, sure any of us can muster the same
hopefu]ness of a better day ahead. The
MSO in this performance did Mahler's
vision proud X ‘
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Performing Arts

Offical Photo

Milwaukee Reperfory Theater closes its Powerhouse season with The Shaughraun, a
melo-dramatic Irish tale. The show runs through May 5, and tickets are available at the
box office, by calling 414- 224-9490, on online: wwwmllwaukeerap com.

(L-R) Jeff Poniewaz with Antler on Blake St., San Francisco Fall 1967

Antler is poetry and earth

An Interview with Jeff Poniewaz

By Carmen Alicia Murguia

Antler is Milwaukee's new Poet
Laureate. The author of three books of
poetry, Antler has beenyon tour out East for
most of April promoting his latest collec-
tion, Antler: The Selected Poems. When
he is not reading poetry, he visits friends,
fellow scholars and philosophers, and
most importantly, he seeks his solace in
wilderness.

In a rare interview with Jeff Poniewaz,
author of Dolphin Leaping in the Milky
Way (Inland Ocean Books) at the
Riverwest Co-op he shares with Antler,
Poniewaz opened their literary and person-
al world with The Wisconsin Light.

Poniewaz is Antler's long time compan-
ion, friend, confidant, muse, lover, manag-
er, brother, fellow poet, protector of moth-

er earth, and housemate.

Throughout every corner, wall and floor
space of their home, they've managed to
bring nature indoors — plants line every
window, walls are blanketed in posters of
Mother Earth, and books lie everywhere.

Titles include The Art of Sexual Ecstasy,
Leaves of Grass, The Book of Tofu, Henry
Miller’s Under the Roofs of , and of
course, the latest issue of Poets and

Writers magazine — all of which only
scratch the surface of Antler and Jeff's
tastes.

Born Bradford Lee Burdick and raised
in Wauwatosa, Antler met Jeff in a poetry
writing class at UW-Milwaukee in January
of 1966.

Continved on Page 12
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Antler Interview

Continved from Page 11

The word "Out" didn't happen then. The
miraculous thing about my friendship with
Antler is that we were the closest friends
that two friends could be, and we never
felt it necessary to go into every aspect of
our lives with people. They just accepted
us", Jeff said.

Antler studied Anthropology and spenta
semester with Jeff at UW Madison, partly
to get away from their respective families
and live together without the auras of their
families over them too closely.

They returned to UW-Milwaukee where
Antler graduated with his Bachelor's
degree in Anthropology and Jeff in
English. In 1970, they went to the Towa
Writers workshop, but according to Jeff
for them it was too picky-picky. Jeff
describes one way they relieved them-
selves away from the famed writing pro-
gram.

"We hung out at Hickory Hill Park,
which was a very wild park on the fringes
of Iowa City and we'd hold vigils to watch
the sunrise. We'd go there at midnight with
a bottle of wine, and just hang out under
the stars until the sun came up and the
birds started singing," according to Jeff.

Not only do Jeff and Antler share a
desire of the divine in nature and naked-
ness of spirit, they also share a love of sex-
ual exploration. In fact, many of their pho-
tographs have moments captured standing
naked at the roots of large trees and lying
in leaves of grass.

"We love nature very much and it's one
of the “things that is a common bond
between us, as well as the poet Walt
Whitman. Nature is important to Antler
because, whether people know it or not,
nature is one of the most important things
there are, and we lose track of it often to
the detriment of living in the city."

Walt Whitman has made a profound
impact on Antler from a very early age.
DH Lawrence, Kenneth Rexroth, and John
Muir, founder of the Sierra Club, also
inspire him

It was poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti, pub-
lisher of City Lights books who published
Antler's Factory and Allen Ginsberg who
discovered a young Antler, whom he most
liked and recommended.

"When we first met Ginsberg in
February of 1967, he was scheduled to
give his very first reading in Milwaukee at
Marquette University, but the reading was
banned by MU administration," said Jeff.

"So very dramatically Allen gathered with
MU students in front of the St. Joan of Arc
Chapel, and marched from Marquette to
UW-Milwaukee ballroom

the where

Far Out Music Tha;'s
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Phato by Jeffv Poriewaz

Antler along the Milwaukee River

Ginsberg's reading was moved," Jeff said
laughing.

Antler makes his living as a poet: read-
ing, speaking, publishing, touring. Antler
writes his poetry wherever he is.. on
camping trips in the wilderness or in his
sacred and private writing room of their
second floor.

"I'm very proud of my friendship with
Antler and I love him very dearly and vice
versa. We've been together for 36 years —
since we were 19," Jeff says with a smile
gracing his face.

In his introduction to Antler: The
Selected Poems, Poniewaz writes,

May his liberating, large-hearted poems
never go out of print again, so they can
help open minds enough to figure out a
way to that "new Eden": to halt and heal
the eradication of the Wild, inner as well
as outer, and nurture its return as we enter
a century in which the previous two cen-
turies, assaults on Nature threaten vast
catastrophe."
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lGBT Center Growfh
Continued from Page 2

and support the emergence of LGBT people
of color groups, according to the website.

The grant, part of the Gill Foundation's
21st Century Initiatives is the
Foundation's second grant award to the
Center. The first, a three-year grant award-
ed in 1998, supported the hiring of the
Center’s first Executive Director.

Additionally, the Center participated in
the Foundation's InCommunity program
that provided 10 technical assistance ses-
sions on fundraising and board develop-
ment to LGBT community and local non-
profit organizations.

"The Gill Foundation has played a truly
significant role in the establishment and
growth of the Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center," said Neil Albrecht,
Executive Director. "This new funding ini-
tiative will greatly increase our capacity to
fulfill our mission statement."

Since receiving the funds, the Center has
provided fundraising technical support and
is serving as fiscal agent to Ebony Pride, a
newly emerging group serving LGBT peo-
ple of color; the Latino Resource Center,
a project designed to
Latino/Latina's with LGBT community
resources; and the Two Spirit Society, a
group offering LGBT American Indians
social and support opportunities.

The Center's 2002 Building Bridges
Conference, scheduled for May 3-5, [see
article on page 13] will also provide an
opportunity for LGBT and allied communi-
ty members to learn about broader social
justice issues that impact the LGBT com-
munity.

. .
Gay Straight Alliances
Continved from Page 3

* Ongoing technical assistance, visits,
and consultation for students and faculty
adult advisors;

» Maintenance of a communications net-
work which connects GSAs to each other
and to community resources;

* An annual scholarship program
rewarding student leaders;

» And regular meetings of a leadership
team (a partnership of youth and adults)
who design and implement our program-
ming.

"GLSEN-SCW takes pride that its Youth
Leadership Program has been recognized
nationally and has served as a model for
the development of a national curriculum
for GLSEN chapters seeking to establish
GSA networks," he said.

GSA programming

GLSEN-SCWs thoughtful work com-
bined with "tried and true techniques, have
allowed the group to provide a thorough
training program for the GSA program,"
according to Rasmussen.

The organization's work has also pro-
vided a solid model that other GLSEN
chapters can use or easily adapt.
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Campalgn for a Fair United Way is
continuing discussions with the United Way
of Greater Milwaukee and advocating for
the UW to establish a non-discrimination
policy that included sexual orientation and
to ensure that all UW funded agencies were
compliant with this policy.

"This effort really is not about Gay men
or the Boy Scouts," said Committee Chair
Dennis Kohler.” "It is about challenging
overt discrimination. We believe that the
United Way of Greater Milwaukee has
strong and inclusive core values. We
encourage them to practice those values."

To date, the UW has refused to indicate
when their non-discrimination policy, unan-
imously approved by their board of direc~
tors in April 2001, will be applied to fund-
ing groups like the Boy Scouts, which have
overt discriminatory policies.

The Milwaukee LGBT Cornmumly'
Center received neaﬂ "$15,000 in dona-
tions through the ACHOICE workplace
giving campaign. ACHOICE, a federation
of agencies with a mission toward social
change, provides funding support to the
LGBT Center, ‘the - Cream City
Foundation and the Lesbian Alliance of
Metro Milwaukee.

"ACHOICE has recognized the impor-
tance of supporting’ all commmunities in
order to improve fhe ‘quality of life in’ the
broader Milwaukee community," said
Patrick Flaherty, Director of Community
Relations.

[The Milwaukee LGBT Community
Center hours are 10am to 10pm, Monday
through Friday and 6pm to 10pm on
Saturday. It is located primarily on the first
floor of 315 W. Court St., in Milwaukee.]

GLSEN-SCWs  Youth Leadership
Training program participants learn to:

* Network and develop relationships
among GSAs as well as with community-
based organizations.

= Gain access to resources which can be
used to educate their school community to
create a safe school environment for all.

* Be educated about community organi-
zations which offer volunteer opportuni-
ties and resource information, and learn
how to access such organizations.

» Engage in activities aimed at promot-
ing team building and developing strong
leadership.

* Learn the basic principles of develop-
ing and maintaining successful GSAs.

» Engage in activities which foster and
understanding of how multiple forms of
oppression intersect with one another, and
will be empowered to cope with such
oppression.

The adage says: through education
comes enlightenment. Those factors com-
bined can also bring acceptance.

Once GLBT youth educate and m.c.cpl
themselves, their enlightenment enables
them to, in turn, educate their fellow stu-
dents, educators and the community at

large.
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Project Q rounds up busy quarter

Milwaukee — Project Q, the youth pro-
gram of the Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center, has seen an incredible
amount of activity and growth in the first
quarter of 2002. The busy schedule includ-
ed:
Another of its quarterly HIV Prevention
Modules with over 60 youth attending.

Monthly meetings of Q's 15-person
Youth Advisory Board, which is enthusias-
tic about the development of Project Q —
and dedicated to keeping the program the
best in the state.

. Project Q staff also played a vital role in
connecting with other city-wide and state-
wide initiatives including hosting a meet-
ing of Wisconsin's HIV Planning Council.

Homeless Youth Roundtable discus-
sions — organized by the National
Conference for Community and Justice
(NCCJ), included Project Q's Program
Assistant, Joe Witkowski, who cofacilitat-
ed a dialogue between youth and commu-

nity leaders concerned about homeless-

ness and youth.

Finally, Project Q helped to organize
Milwaukee's first annual Gay/Straight
Allliance (GSA) conference with Parents
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays &
Lesbians (PFLAG) - Milwaukee, and the

new Gay Lesbian and Straight
Education Network of South East
Wisconsin.

Over 30 students and advisors from sub-
urban and city schools with GSAs partici-

pated.

Project Q staff has also assisted in pro-
viding training to several groups, organi-
zations, and schools including the
Waukesha School District, Mequon-
Thiensville School District, Wisconsin
School Boards Association, Wisconsin
School Counselors Association, and
Unitarian Universalists of Brookfield,
where they were able to reach over 400
people during the sessions.

Exciting plans for rest of year include
planning a retreat for its Youth Advisory
Board and Peer Counselors & Educators
(PCE's) in early summer.

Life Enrichment Program Offers
Seires of Lesbian couples workshops announced

Milwaukee — "If navigating the chal-
lenging waters of intimate partnerships
can be both rewarding and difficult, then
understanding why we choose the partners
we choose; the role of biochemistry; and
how to live consciously in partnerships
can help make the journey a little easier."

In. the Spring of 2002, the Milwaukee
LGBT Community = Center's Life
Enrichment Program will offer four work-
shops exploring topics (including bio-
chemistry and living consciously) that are
the foundation of all relationships.

Presenters Virginia Thomas and Pat
Smith "are committed to helping both sin-
gle people and couples leamn new ways of
communicating in positive, loving rela-
tionships," according to information pro-
vided about the workshops.

Pat, who has a master's degree in social
work has practiced in a variety of settings

including community clinics and private
practice. In 1995, she expanded her
expertise in couples therapy by pursuing
training based on theories presented in
Getting the Love You Want by Harville
Hendrix.

Virginia worked in public health in
Milwaukee for 30 years and now does
consulting for a community-based agency.
Both Virginia and Pat have completed
training in Imago Relationship Therapy.

The Lesbian Couples Workshops will be
held on April 23, May 2, May 9 and May
25 from 6:30pm to 8pm and are open to
single people as well as to couples. A fee
of $25/couple and $15/single per work-
shop is requested (based on ability to pay).
You may attend any one or all of the work-
shops. For more information or to prereg-
ister, call Kathy at 414-271-2656.

Set aside April 19 for a Night at the Center
Iconography Gallery premiere and "Rites of Spring" wine-tasting

Milwaukee — The Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center will be holding a
fundraising Wine. Tasting. "Rites of
Spring," on Friday April 19, from 7-9pm.
the event will take place in the community
room of the center at 315 W. Court Street.

Over a dozen fine wines will bee pre-
sented by Downer Wine and Spirit's Tom

Vaughn, well known Milwaukee wine pur-
veyor and educator. Light snacks will be
served and entertainment provided.

"Rites of Spring" will take place on

Gallery Night in conjunection with the
Center Gallery's latest exhibit opening.
Entitled "Icenography of Identity," the

" show will feature Rebekah Sneed's street
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art project of defaced posters, distressed
bears by Bill Jablonski, acrylics by
Stanford Lewis and subverted Japanese
prints by Wyatt Osato.

"The Silverwood Duo", harpists
Michael Barna and Jeanne Kahn will pro-
vide extravagance and elegance to the
evening, performing selections from clas-

sical to popular on full sized concert harps.
Due to space restrictions, ticket are on
sale for $25 and in limited limited supply.
Tickets may be purchased using credit
cards by calling 414-271-2656 or purchase
them at the M&M Club, Outwords, or at
the community center.

Outreach seeks volunteers for new programs

Madison — OutReach is offering two
new volunteer opportunities with the
development of a Programs Work Group
and a Visibility Work Group.

Here's two great chances to get involved
with serving our communities through
OutReach.

The Programs Work Group will strive to
improve the many programs offered in
OutReach. The Group will explore the
needs of our communities and what pro-
grams should QOutReach offer to meet
these needs.

It may well be that QutReach should
change the focus of our programs, perhaps
dropping some. The Center may also want
to offer new programs to better serve our
communities. If you would like to help
make these important decisions, this is the

group for you!
The Visibility Work Group will strive to

help build the image of QutReach as a
community center. The Group will con-
sider both the image and the tone of the
Center's various publications and the mes-
sages the Center communicates.

In addition, the Group may well help
create advertising campaigns, develop
newsletters, and invite our communities to
actively use/participate in OutReach.

"We also want to do a better job of invit-
ing people to come to OutReach for cele-
brations and get togethers for specific seg-
ments of our communities which histori-
cally have underutilized OutReach,"
according to a spokesperson.

Each group will decide how often and
when future meetings will be. To join
either of these groups, please contact
Debbie Weill, Outreach Executive
Director by telephone at 608-255-8582, or
by email: director@outreachinc.com

PrideFest finalizing plans, names Treasurer

Milwaukee — Paul Sherry was elected
treasurer during a late March PrideFest
meeting replacing Dawn Schaffer after her
long commitment to the organization.
PrideFest will be held June 7-9 at the lake-
front Maier Festival Park.

"Paul comes with some new ideas to
make PrideFest better. His energy is

refreshing and energizes the PrideFest
Council, " said Ted Berg, board vice pres-
ident. Bo Dyer, PrideFest co-director,
shared, "Paul is a team player and is learn-
ing the ropes quickly of his job at
PrideFest. He will be an asset to the

organization."
Continved on Page 14
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Pride Fest Treasurer

Continved from Page 13

Along with the Treasurer position, Paul
will also take on PrideFest Board respon-
sibilities.

In addition to his community involve-
ment, Paul is a member and treasurer for
GAMMA.

Former PrideFest Treasurer Schaffer
dedication and countless hours ensured
PrideFest's fiscal accountability over the
years. "PrideFest thanks her for her years
of volunteer service and expert skills,
which enabled PrideFest to be where it is
today."

The Pride March will return to Sunday,
June 9th with a 1:30pm line up and a
2:30pm prompt step off.

Michael Goertz, March coordinator, is
happy to bring the parade back to Sunday.
"To celebrate the return to Sunday, [ would
like to have a historical theme for it. We
need to celebrate our roots with 'Pride
through the ages.' Pick your favorite his-
torical time period, get dressed up, and
join a few thousand of your closest GLBT
friends on Harbor Drive, " shared Goertz.

"We encourage Cavemen, Neanderthals
(that are not a part of the Religious Right),
Amazon Warriors, Egyptian Pharaohs
(let's walk like an Egyptian)...their hordes,
Greek soldiers from Troy, Roman Legions,
Medieval Knights and much more!" said
Goertz. "For the less militaristic, come as
your favorite Lesbian poet; Sappho or a
philosopher! Come. as a famous Gay
painter, Michangelo. Be a medieval
monk, clergymen or nun!"

Pride Through the Ages will kick off
with a theme toga party on Friday Night,
June 7th, in the Le Cage Dance Pavilion
coordinated by the Brew City Bears. There
will be prizes for the best costume.

Goertz reminds, "We still have parade
unit reservations open.” When registering,
Goertz asks applicants to put the historic

- period you will be representing in the note

section.”

For applications visit the website at
www.pridefest.com or e-mail: pridefest-
milw@aol.com.

Spirituality at Pridefest

The first planning meeting for those
interested in becoming a part of the
InterFaith Service subcommittee, all
faiths are welcome, diversity is the com-
mittee's goal.

The meeting takes place Tuesday, April
30th, 6:30pm at the PrideFest Office at
907 S Ist in Milwaukee. (Please ring the
bell if the door is locked.)

The Interfaith will take place on Sunday,
June 9th, at the Miller Lite Stage at
12:30pm. The service will end in time for
the 1:30pm March line up.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Ted Berg, Vice President and Director
of the InterFaith Service at 414-645-3378,
email: pridemilw@aol.com.

Building Bridges Conference May 3 - 5

"As community members, activists,
organizations, labor organizers, social
service agencies, businesses and education
institutions, we all work towards disman-
tling the effects of racial, social and eco-
nomic injustice," according to Milwaukee
LGBT Community Center's conference
publicity. "Our struggle is the same, yet we
continue to work separately. We recognize
that the same issues of racism, sexism,
homophobia, and class-ism that-we work
against in the community are the same
issues which continue to divide us as
organizations."

Building Bridges is the Center's effort
"to facilitate the necessary dialogue so that
we may begin to work together to fight for
racial and social justice across identities."

With the success of the first Building
Bridges conference, this year's confab has
been expanded to an entire weekend, May
3 to May 5. Most of the Center conference
takes place at UWM. Friday night enter-
tainment, issue workshops, plenaries, dis-
tinguished key note speaker Don Kao, a

Saturday social and Sunday closing are
just some of the highlights. Confirmed
speakers are coming from all over the
country.

"Simply focusing on 'diversity' is not
enough,” said Beverly Jenkins, chair of the
Center's Diversity Committee and the lead
planner for the conference. "Many com-
munity organizations working for social,
racial and economic justice do not incor-
porate LGBT concerns into their work.
Similarly, mainstream LGBT organiza-
tions often don't address people of differ-
ent age groups, economic levels, physical
abilities, races and ethnicities."

The cost of the conference is $35, with
different rates based on ability to pay. To
register to attend the conference or for
more information, call 414-271-2656.
Registration materials should also be
available online at www.mkelgbt.org. The
UWM LGBT Resource Center and the
Two Spirit Society of Wisconsin are
COSPONSOrs.

Madison's Out and About Week April 19-27

Madison - The Ten Percent Society
announced the 19th annual LGBT
Awareness series, Out and About Week -
April 19-27, 2002. All events are open to
the University community.

Scheduled events range from work-
shops, presentations, discussion groups,

films, poetry slam, ice cream social, grad-
uation reception and an end of semester
10% Dance.

For a full listing of all the events, please
see Light's Gay Agenda, on page 18 of
this issue.

Out On
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Iconography in music

by Gregg Shapiro

Gay culture has provided mainstream
society with many wonderful and abun-
dant gifts. One of the greatest is the abili-
ty to identify and celebrate a diva. From
Maria Callas to Madonna, we have taught
our straight sisters and brothers a thing or
two about giving an icon her due.

Swiss jazz saxophonist

David Klein fol-
lows the
Gay com-
munity's
lead and
pays tribute
to the leg-
endary
Marilyn
Monroe on My
Marilyn (Enja)
. by the David
Klein  Quintet.
Klein's quintet, which also
includes his mother, jazz vocalist
Miriam, performs versions of
ten songs from four Monroe
films, in standard jazz arrange-
ments.

The settings are nearly as
ethereal as Monroe herself,
particularly on the lighter than air
interpretations of "My Heart Belongs To
Daddy" (from Let's Make Love),
"Diamonds Are A Girls Best Friend (from
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes) and "I'm
Through With Love" (from Some Like It
Hot).

An icon unlike any other, Judy
Garland's death in June of 1969 remains

the touchstone for the beginning of the
Stonewall riots and the birth of Gay liber-
ation. The Judy Garland Show: The
Show That Got Away (Hip-0O) is an excep-
tional soundtrack from the short-lived
(nine months, from June of 1963 until
March of 1964) variety show that featured
some of Garland's most unforgettable
performances.

Additionally, Ms.
Garland was fortunate to
having an extraordinary

range of guest perform- %

ers with whom she sang,
including future Gay }
icons daughter Liza
Minnelli (performing a
duet on "Bob White") §
and Barbra Streisand
(the legendary "Get
Happy/Happy Days
Are Here
Again" duet),
ey Peggy Lee ("I
*Wlove Being

{Here With You"),
and Lena Horne
("Day-In, Day-
Out"), to mention
a few.

As if you needed another
g reason to own this collection,

there are wonderful spoken
segments, including dialogue with guests,
intros, and outtakes.

Cher's Gay icon status remains as
strong as ever. After-receiving a double
dose of reinforcement when daughter
Chastity came out as a Lesbian and her
disco diva reign was renewed with her late

Xy
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5L mystery to

90's hit "Believe," the Oscar-winning
actress, singer and personality is positive-
ly unstoppable.

After releasing an Internet-only disc of
rock oriented tunes, Cher has returned
with her latest dance-oriented disc Living
Proof (Warner Brothers).

Beginning with the opening track, and
subsequent hit, "Song For The Only,"
Cher has once again set her sites on the
dance clubs, and with songs such as "Love
One Another," "When You Walk Away,"
and her cover of Bruce Roberts's "When
The Money's Gone," she is living proof of
disco divahood.

A relative newcomer to Gay icon status,

Celine Dion has established
her position with a mix of
over-the-top, chest-beating
power ballads and out and
out dance-floor domina-
tion.

T Proud mother Dion is
ghee about take up residency
@ as a performer in Las
Vegas for a few years,
but before she does, she
found the time to
release a new
album A New
Day Has Come
(Epic).

Nowhere near
the level of
Monroe, Garland
or Cher, in her
iconhood, Dion's
appeal remains a
me,
However, it's safe to
say that her devoted
Dionheads will probably be salivating
over tracks such as "Have You Ever Been
In Love" (which was co-written by Daryl
Hall!), covers of the standards "At Last"
and "Nature Boy," the dance-floor-ready
"Sorry For Love," and the near-gospel of
the title track and "Prayer" (written by
Corey Hart).

f"éague

(standmgs as of 3)‘27)

%3 llmg;itzlcaen Nuggels 196
4 Triangle Trix ' _18?
R WoodysPeckers e 181
6 DocksSemmolm Z e 164,

- 7 Bodily Fluid 0 2is8
8 Switchbacks 143
g WoodysBadBoys Tk R 1435
10 Triangle 2 F R d 141
'llBallgmUp&Commg 124
12219 Expensive Tricks 121
13 Docks Seamen 114
14 Flud2 1T
_ j!SWoodysMarysBoys 101
"-16Swnch2 . g3

%consm L:g}u‘ inyites GLBT bowl-

ing, dart, softball, pool and football
 leagues accross the state to email us
. your standmgs and final results by the
 Sunday prior to, our bl-wcckly

Thursday publication dates Email to:

spons@wxhght.com.

O Buck Shot
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April's Out Athlete
Big Bill Tilden

By Jason Alan

I decided to take a little trip down mem-
ory lane as spring is finally upon us... So
many "out" athletes are from the last half
of the 20th century. We tend to forget
about some of our early professionals, and
the era in which they lived.

Such is the case with Big Bill Tilden, a
professional tennis player legend from the
first half of the 20th century.

His results were the stuff-of legend -
seven' U.S. Open titles, 3 Wimbledon
Championships, six U.S. Doubles champi-
onships, seven U.S. clay court titles, and a
vast myriad of everyday marvels that
spanned a long career. § .

Named Most Outstanding Athlete of the
First Half of the 20th Century in 1949 by
the National Sports Writers Association.

He was at the top of his career in the 20s,
but as age started to lessen his ability in
the 30’s, the press needed to find a new
way to generate his usual headlines.

What a surprise — they found one - his
sexuality. Even 10 years ago times were
very less tolerant for Gays in general, but
in the 1930’s, Tilden was left with little
support for his lifestyle. Over time he was
ostracized by the sports world and was
twice locked out of major tournaments in
the late 40's.

The worst for Tilden came after his
career ended. He was ultimately jailed for
contributing to delinquency of minors for
alleged incidents in L.A. that supposedly
involved 14 and 16 year old boys. How
true this actually was we sadly will never
know for sure.

Tilden died in 1953 after his jail term
was over. He was approximately 60 years
old. Sadly, he died like so many of our
community’s early sports leaders... Alone.

Bill Tilden, one of the greatest tennis
players of all time, died alone, forgotten,
and left to rot in scandal in the hopes that
history would forget his superhuman
accomplishments. Let us not forget the
accomplishments of our early leaders.

It has been a busy year and half for Gay
sports, but as I reflect on the past, I ulti-
mately turn to dream of a better future.
These days we have community centers,
Gay groups, and resources at our finger-
tips. We owe these resources to our com-
munity forefathers. Our early leaders like
Tilden had nothing, and we must not judge
them through the eyes of a 21st century
Gay person.

To know what he felt, you must be cre-
ative, isolate yourself, and place yourself
in a different era. Only then can you truly
understand what our earliest leaders
accomplished for sports, and indeed for
each and every one of us as Gays.

One last snow blast

By Jason Alan

As we say goodbye to winter and hello
to spring, perhaps we should take one last
look at a winter sports star. Ryan Miller is
a professional snow boarder from
Colorado. Now at age 26, Miller came out
about 2 years ago as a Gay man. Miller is
one of the better snow boarders in the
U.S., but his is a sad story.

Miller unquestionably has Olympic
grade talent at his sport. He also has a
career marred with major injuries that now
threaten his career.

Over 2 years back, he blew his ankle in
a run.

A year later he crashed into a wall and
blew out his knee.

Athe end of 2001, he was in a spectacu-
lar crash that knocked him in the air, out
for the count, and ruined a disc in his back.

His story is widely circulated on the
Internet these days, and it is rumored that
has lost 3 inches off his spine once all was
said and done. (Better he lose 3inches off
his spine, and not a certain 'appendage’)

Undaunted, he did compete at the quali-
fying races for the Olympics, but his abil-
ities are badly compromised. He finished
21st in the qualifying trials. Only the top

Akt o o5 g

three get to go.

Unable to compete at present, Miller
takes the win for character. Accounts vary
somewhat from one online source to
another, but the common theme is that he
has known that he is Gay since college,
and got tired of hiding it as he got to know
people in sports.

After coming out, he got the cold shoul-
der from many extreme sporters, especial-
ly snowboarders, who are often free spirit-
ed, but not always well educated.

Miller is also on the more conservative
side of snow boarding as he competes in
precision oriented events. He does not do
a lot of the extreme flips and antics that
free boarders do. He is speed and precision
oriented, and his closest comrades tend to
be more seriously oriented types than peo-
ple oriented.

After the crash, and the subsequent
crash of his career in early 2002, Miller
has been quoted as expressing how happy
he is with the fact that he is getting invited
to socialize with his colleagues again.

Miller has a web site, and in it he has a
diary and many other interesting facts. The
goal is clear, fight to return to the
Olympics a winner in 2006, and then
retire. That will be no small task, as Miller
will be up to 15 years older than the com-
petition he will face in 2006.

Par 3 is back:

The Par 3 Lesbian Golf League is in operation again this year. The cost is only $40
per person, and there are two sessions this season. The first starts May 16, the second
starts July 18 and each run for six weeks.

An awards party is in the works for the end of the second session, with the league being
open to lesbians age 18 and up. The league is geared to novice golfers. Call 414-444-
0258 for details.

Glendon Rusch tosses a gem for Brew Crew

New Brewers starter threw a 3 hitter and hit the first homer of his big league career las
Friday night in a Brew Crew's 6-2 home opener win over the Arizona Diamondbacks. The
lefty gave some sparkling pitching that has been lacking, shall we say, in recent years with
the crew as the Brewers showed some signs of life again this year. Let's hope this is a sign
of things to come.

Last minute reminder

Just a last second heads-up, The Miller Brewing Sponsored Chicage Hoops Gay
Basketball Tournament is on for April 12-14 in Chicago. Once again the tourney will
be at DePaul University's Ray Meyer Rec Center at Margate Park. At least 20 teams are
expected to compete, with a $100 discount fo any new women's team from out of Chicago.
Questions? Send an e-mail to chicagohoops@®wcaa.net

Tragedy strikes British sports world

UK. Cricket All-Star Umer Rashid has been reported dead in Grenada while trying to
save his brother Buhran from drowning. 18 year old Buhran had trouble in the Grenada
current and his brother dove in to save him. Both vanished and as of the time of writing
are presumed dead.

Last but never least

Milwaukee Bucks All Star Ray Allen gets this category, but not for usual comical points.
Allen has been bothered by knee injuries for quite some time, and was sidelined an issue
or two ago as he was in too much pain to play. Sources indicate that he intends to play
for the weakened Bucks as often as he can. The Bucks are struggling to complete the sea-
son with enough wins to make the playoffs thanks fo a seriously understaffed team thanks
to injuries. Allen gets two thumbs up for fighting to return so early to his hurting team. Afta’
boy, Ray!
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WISCONSIN

BAR CODES:

M Menl » W (Women) » GfS {Goy/Straight Mixl
DJ [Disk Jockey) « V Mdeao) » UL (Levilleather]
F (Food) « E (Enterfainment)

Sp (Sports) « J (Jukebon)

STATEWIDE

ORGANIZATIONS

Action Wisconsin « (GLBT Legislation Advocates) « PO Box 342, Mad., 53701 ............... (608)283-3251

AIDS Action Wi s (Legislation Advecates) « 820 N. Plankinton Ave, Milw., 53202 ........... (800) 359-9272

Gay/Lesbian Straight Education Network ¢ (GLSEN) « PO Box 259502, Mad., 53725 ... (608) 241-3009

Gay Youth Wisconsin Hotline ........................ccociiiinnnns (888)429-TEEN: (Milw)272-8336

Log Cabin Republicans of W1 « (GLGBT Republicans) » PO Box 199, Milw., 53201.......... (414) 299-9443

Pride in W1 Govenment » (GLBT Public Employees) » c/o OutReach, Bax 310, Mad,, 53701 . . . . (608) 255-8582

Rainbow Families * www.rainbowfamilieswisconsinorg. .. ....oocvvrvnnnnninenceeaes (608) 270-1024

c/o G. Rusch, 3019 Lineville Rd., Green Bay, 54313

W1 Community Fund » (Social Justice Fund) « 122 State St #507A, Mad., 53703 ........... (608) 251-6834

W1 Research Center » (Right Wing Watchdogs) » PO Box 92041, Milw, 53202 ............ (414) 272-9984
YWCA RAY (Rainbow Alliance for Youth) » 3219 Commerce St., Mad., 54603 + omlevin®ywcalax.org
........................................................................ 608-781-2783 ext.3
MEDICAL/HIV

AIDS Resource Conter of Wl « Offices Statewide . ... ....ooiviinirmrrineniinnienes (800) 359-9272

Center for AIDS Intervention Research (CAIR) MCW » 2071 N. Summit Ave., Milw., 53202 . (414)456-7700

Gay Youth WisconsinHofline . .................cooiiviniiiiiiinss 414-272-TEEN, 866-GAY-YOUTH

P e R e i e P, (T I LR R R L Y 266-9960, 800-362-9472

L T g e e S S S s AT o S fo S 414-273-AIDS, 800-334-AIDS

APPLETON (920)

BARS

Rascal's Bar & Grill « Mw.F « 702 E. Wisconsin Ave, 54911, . ... ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiinin 954-9262

CrossRoads Bar ¢« WME.] « 1042 West Wisconsin Ave,, 54914, .. ... .. A T e 830-1927

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Resource Center of Wl (ARCW) » (AIDS Services) « 120 N. Morrison, Suite 201, 54911 ... .. 733-2068

Aleoholics Anonymous o (GLET Meehings). . . ... ovvviiiiinieeniiieietieeeioraieaneeasnss 731-4331

Angel of Hope MCC « (GLBT AHirming Church) = 815 N. Richmond, 54914 ..................... 991-0128
Fox Valley Womyn's Group (Potlucks/Social Events) bavershimek® linecom ....... MJ, 727-1444
Rainbow Over WI (ROW) » (GLBT Charitable Group) « 702 E W'scomm Pove SEN 54911-4830
EAU CLAIRE (715)

BARS

Scoaters « MW, DJ « 411 Galloway Sk, 54700, .. . ovovuiueir it iinnieneenssnsnmnsresivsens 835-9959

Wolfe's Den « MW.G/S « 302 E. Madison St., 54703 . . ... .. it irinrennrriniisnnensannneses 832-9237

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Resource Center of Wl (ARCW) » 505 Dewey 5t. 5, #107 54701 ....... 800-750-2437 or 836-7710

PRLAG-GCY. « PO Bow OON) DT 5 vin ine v v vvie s sswa Toreinsah s wviate v s swe s vuwaisie 235-4567

Q2 « GLBIQ Youth Social/Support group » qZhotline®hotmaileom. . .......covvuiiiiiiia.s 836-7710 x103

UW-EC LGBT Straight Alliance » 132 Davies Center, 54701+ ...... www.uwec.edu/student/lgbtsa/index.htm

UW-EC Equality o (For LGBT Staff) « 104 Garfield Avenve, 54701 « ranowlanBuwec.edu. . . .. ... .. 836-4369

CENTER

LGBT Center of the Chippewa Valley « 510 S, Farwell 51., 54701 » gaycenter@hotmail.com........... 559-5751

GREEN BAY (920)

BARS

Brandy's Il/Boogie Nights « Mw, DJ, LSp » 1126 Main 5t 54301 ... ....oniiiiiiniiannnnss 437-3917

Buddie's « Mw,L/1JSp » 1264 N Main, 54302 . .. .. ..iiiinrunneinsnrnnrnesorassnmesssnenes 437-9256

Napalese Lounge » MW, DJE » 1351 Cedar St.,, 54302........... s e L L R 432-9644

Sass o Win.Di, Sp « 8405, Broadweny, S04 . . o i e b eeteinepes 437-7277

West Theater « Mw.DJV, FE « 405 W. Walnut 51, 54303, .. .. ....ooiviiiiiiiiiiiiinnannnn. 435-5476

CHURCHES

Union Congregational Church UCC « 716 5. Madison 5., 54301 . ............covvvents oo .. 437-9266

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Resource Center of WI (ARCW) « (AIDS Services) « 824 S. Broadway, 54304 ,........... 437-7400

Aleoholics Anonymous o (GLBT Meetings) .. ...oovvniiiiiininnnieiiiriiiinnienananns 469-9999

Angel of Hope MCC « (GLBT Affirming Church « 3607 Libar, Alloeux, 54301 ................... 983-7453

Enftertainers Against AIDS s (Local supporters) « PO Bax 2040, 54306

Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network (GLSEN) « ATBOBIAS@greenbayk 12.wiuvs.......... 448-2196

Positive Voice Inc. » Box 1381, GreenBay 54305 ........cvvuiruiinrnniininnnnsasaassssns 435-4404

Rainbow Alliance@ St. Norbert College « SNC, PAC 106, DePere, 54115 ., .. .........c0vuuss 403-3963

UW-GB 10% Society  (Social, Support, Education) « 2420 Nicolet Dr, 54311.............. Brian, 465-2343

KENOSHA (262)

BARS

S8 Nortly »i(Mw; 03, ) o G305 VAN A, & .o v i s A s i sl 857-3240

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Resource Center of Wi (ARCW) » AIDS Services » 1212 57th 5., 53141 .............. 800-924-6601

UW-Parkside GL Organ. » 900 Wood Rd., Box 200, 53144 .. ...........ccoiiiiieainnnannns 595-2244

LGBT Youth Group ¢ ARCW Office, 1212 57th 5t 5314] .., ... ovvvivniiiianinninninnnns 800-924-6601

LA CROSSE (608)

BARS

Pleyers o MWEX o 200 Maln' S SAODT coivia it Thes exb el im s Bubh A o b st o s o 90 784-2353

Rainbow's End & Wi, J B o 817 Jay Sk S8601 .ol c o oiiiiiinilail ey sesad o sadiudniin ...782-5105

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Resource Center of W1 (ARCW) ¢ 1707 Main St. #420,54601.......... 800-947-3353 or 785-9866

Diversity Resouree Center (UWLC) « 1725 State St., » 2238 Cartwright, 54501 . . .. drcBuwlaxedu 785-8870
YMCA Galaxy (Gay Alliancs of LaCroose Area Youth) » 3219 Commerce St., 54603 + galaxy-youth®ywealax.org
...................... TR e ) VTS oSS e ISR S TN T
MADISON (608)

Cardinal * MWG/SDJ « 41BE Wilson S, 53703, . ... ..iiiiiiiiarinennnnanseraesssrsnnnnns 251-0080
MSWMMWMMM%QW&J})

5 Applegate Ct., 53713. .. ... R TR oy e, e o 4 e i ek WA TG o L SR TR ORI H ... 2779700
Rainbow Room « Mw DJE « 121 W Main 5., 53703, . .. ... ccivveiennrarinrsnrnncosrsrennas 251-5838
Ray's Complex: Main (Mw,DJF); Men's Room (ML/L) « 3052-54 E. Washington Ave., 53704, . . . . 241-9335
Shamrock  (Mw, JF) « T7 W.Main St., 53703 . ........cconainanens NASLE o S PRI e R s s & 255-5029 .
CENTER
OutReach Inc. ¢ 600 Williamson (Gateway Mall) 53703 . ...........ccvvvnannn iy veils 255-4297
Cmm’nmo%FbonMnm.Mm.mWﬂmﬁ ..................... 262-8093
UW-LGBT Campus Center » 2nd Floor, Memorial Union, 800 Langden, 53706 ........ . 265-3344
ORGANIZATIONS .
Frontiers Men's Club » (Social, lssues Group) » PO Box 310, 53703 ...........c.ooiiiiiainns 274-5959
LGBT Business Alliance » ¢/o PO Box 1722, 53701 .......... A R R o 256-6214
LGBT Law Student Assoc. « Box 17, Rm 208, 500 Lincoln Dr. 975 Bascom Hall 53706
Lesbian Parents Network ¢ PO Box 8423 53708 .........coiiiiiiiiiinianniniaiannanns 255-8582
Mad City Bears « Big, Hairy Men & Admirers .. ...i.oiiriiiniimnnneiiennnsrnanuns, 1garp®ychos.com
New Harvest Foundation » PO Baox 1786, S3701-1786 . ... .......... S W 256-4204
PFLAG (Parents, Friends LGBTs) ¢ 1112 Gront St., 53711 ... .c.vviiinnniinens 243-1208 or 255-0533
UW Ten Percent Society o PO Box 260394, 53726 . ... ... .ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianannnn 262-7365
UW-LGBT Alumni Council » 650 N. Lake 51, 53706 .. ... .coivviiruiiiniimanerennancnsscns 262-5865

Unicorns » levi/leather club o PO Box 536, 53701
SPORTS GROUPS

Bette Davis Bowlers « (Year-round leagues) ..........cocouiriiiieiniiiiiiieninanonnenes 273-8275
Different Spokes ¢ (GLBT Biking Group) « PO Box 168, 53701, . ............c.vevn davedean®execpe.com
Front Runners ¢ (GLBT Joggers/Walkers) » t mecclurg®yahoo.com. ... ...ooooiiiiiiniiiiinn. 663-6463
Honeymooners Bowling League » (weeknights) . .. .......ooiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiniionniaans 271-8889
Mad. Gay Volleyball Group * www.mvgborg . .......oouvniuiiiiaanisinnnneans 251-8716/833-3445
Mad. Gay Wrestling Club « PO Box 168, 53701 .........c.ocviiinnnnn mail@®gaywrestling freeserve.com
MEDICAL/HIV

AIDS Network « (AIDS Services) « 600 Williamson St., 53703 ... .......coovveienennns (800) 486-6276
AIDS Resource Center of W1 (ARCW) e (AIDS Services) « 222 State St., 53701 ................ 258-9103
Blue Bus STD Clinic » 1552 University Ave, 53705 . ... ...cooiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiainiiiaass 262-7330
Dept., of Public Health « HIV testing, Hep. A&B vaccinations = 2705 E. Washington Ave., 53704 ... 246-4516
PROFESSIONAL / SERVICES

Community Pharmacy « 34] State St., .......oovviineiinnnns Viidiarets 251-3242, Prescriptions: 251-4454
RELIGION

Affirmation (GLBT United Methodists) 1127 University Ave, 53705 ..........ovvvierannnnn 256-2353
First Congregational UCC Church « 1609 University Ave., 53705 « www.firstcongmadison.org ... 233-9751
RETAIL / SHOPPING

Community Pharmacy « 341 State St, 53703 .. ... .oiiiiiiiiiaiaiisniinar il saale s 251-3242
A Room of One's Own  Feminist Bookstore « 307 W. Johnson, 53703 ..., ..couvvet bl waiens 257-7888
MARSHFIELD (715)

Gay and Lesbian Assoc. (MGLO) » c/o 130 S. Central Ave., #3,54449 ............. Victor (715)387-2068

MENOMONIE (715)
UW-Stout 10% Society o c/o 153 C Harvey Hall, UN-5, Menomanee, 54751 « www.uwslout.edu/student/10percent

MILWAUKEE (414)

BARS

TOO Club e M L/LEJ« 11005, 1st S, 53204 . . ... ooiinniiniiiiiininis ST Digitiss ote Walie 647-9950
Ballgame e Mw, S5p, J, F« 196 5. 2nd 5, 53204, . . ... oiniiiiiiiiiiiasniisnadadaionaninan 273-7474
Boot Camp o M, /L « 209 E. National Ave,, 53204 .. ..., . coiiiiiiiiiinnunriiianannarens 643-6900
Clib Boom o Mw, D)o 6255 20dSE, 5820 . . ;.. . . oo g 0 samn et B A Tidhra e it 277-5040
Club 219 o Mw;, D3 YL E+ 2195 2nd SE; B3208 . 05 oo 0 iiiiew walsdia s ad'a aia v ala's Qe e A 276-271
Dishi:o G5 MW DU 0. 235 5: 20 SE 53204 . 0 ivivonivaiiasiaaterobmiin 5 & datsinswaiv aa a i alebls 273-DISH
Fannies « Wm, DJ « 200 E. Washington, 53204 . ... .....civiiiniininrnrrerearannarsnnasses 649-9003
o BRI e eI T 0 T R oy S R e SR T 645-8330
Harbor Room « Mw, L/L « 117 E. Greenfield Ave,, 53204. . . ... ... ..ottt iiiiiiiianiiiia 672-7988
LaCaoge o Mw. DLV « 801 S 2nd SE: 53208 « - iriaiicsiivan v diaie s bins woirmes s s b & s acndias 383-8330
MEM Club e MW.EE s 124 N.Water St., 53202 . .. . ..o vvvuinrrannnnnnrinnenssnsssnnsnsns 347-1962
Off the Tracks « Wm, Sp, J+ 1534 W.Grant, 53204 . ........coiiiernrnnnenrnnnrrrannsnens 384-5980
Orbit Room « MW, G/S, D)« 739 S. 2nd 51, 53202 . .. ..o iiiiiiiinninnsinsniannnsannanaas 202-7600
So. Water St. Docks « Mw, /L, J «» 354 E. National Ave,, 53204 .. .......ccoiviiiiiininainans 225-9676
Switch « Mw, 5p, DJ« 124 W. National Ave., 53204, .. ... ...ooiuiiniininnnnnnrnrreannenns 220-4340
Thisla 180 M 1o SIB B W SE SO0 . s b e i s s b a st arbla e e e s w64 278-9192
Triangle « Mw, V. Sp, J » 135 E. National Ave., 53204 . .. ... ..ouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiisinnnans 383-9412
Wallcor's Pint (Wm, 1) o BI85 20d St ST20M. . ...ivviaiviniosmia s maiiondis bas admaisssisss s m s s mlhiwnk 643-PINT
Woody's e M, J+ 1579 5. 2nd 5S¢, 53204 . ... ......ovviinns e e P R i e e 672-0806
CENTERS

Milwaukee LGBT Community Center » (new location!) 315 W. Court ¢, 53212 .......vvnnnnn 271-2656
Galano Club ¢ Alcohol Free Recovery Club « 315 W. Court St., Ste 201, 53212 .................. 276-6936
HEALTH cLUB

Midtowne Spa ¢ (Gay Mens Health Club) « 3155, Water 51, 53204 ... .........oovvnninnnnn. 278-8989
ORGANIZATIONS

Adult Allies (LGBT Adults support LGBT youth) ...........c.iviuiuiniiiiiaianiirinnas 271-2656
Bi Definition (Bisexual Community Activites) » 315 W, Court 5t., 53212 » www.netwurnet/-bidef 299-9612
Black and White Men Together « PO Box 091475, 53209. . ... .. ... ... 414-540-9437, Voice Box 3
Canbainays NI o PO Bo J80T S0 TIT o o )i o pm s o e o ol et St sl e e e 372-9253
Counseling Center « (GLBT Discussion Groups) » 2038 N. Bartlett . 53202 ...............0o00e. 271-25465
Cream City Chorus, Lid . 315 W. Court St., Suite 101 » www.creamcitychorus.org . ...oooven.u 276-8787
Cream City Foundation » PO Box 204, 53212 .......oiviiiiiiiineiinirirrareninncninns 265-0880
Fest City Singers o PO Bex TIA28, 5320 . ......0ccivimivmenrinsonisasoiesssssmmesnsess 263-SING
Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network (GLSEN) » info: www.glsenorg .. ............ ... 352-3993,
Gay Men's Discussion Group » 2038 N. Bartlett Ave, 53211, ........coooiiiiiiiiiiiniiinnss 271-2565
Gay Youth Milwaukee ¢ PO Box 09044], 53209 .......coiuiiininnnurrnennraninuennasns 265-8500
Gemini Gender Group ¢« POBox 44214, 53214 ... ... .. c.civniiinrivnmnisrrensernnsens 297-9328
G/L Center Trust Fund o PO Box 1686, 53200, ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinaiiinesinnnainns 643-1652
Human Rights League » PO Box 510684, 53203

Lesbian Alliance of Metre Milwavkee (LAMM) o 315 W. Court 51, 53212 ... ................ 2729442
Milwaukee NOW (Natl. Organ. for Women) ¢ 411 N. Broadway, Ste 505, 53202. .. ... winow&execpc.com

MU GLB Student Group » AMU236, PO Box 1881, 53201 .........c.oiiiiiiiiiinnianinan, 288-6873
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PFLAG-Milwaukee Chapter « PO Box 210853, 53221 ..........oviuinerininninnenrnnnenes 299-9198 SCHOFIELD {7'5
PrideFest Inc. » (Pride Festivalle 907 5. 15t 51, 53204 . ..........oviviviiininsnnnanss 645-FEST (3378) AIDS R Contor of W{ﬂlﬂ\‘) - 1105 Ave. # 1, 54476 800 551331
The Queer Program » PO Bax 090441, 53209 ..........ouererssanenssinisiininnnsnens 265-8500 SN T P - -2 i 1 3
Rainbow Alliance at UWM « Box 413 (Union 122), 53201 » Office Union E381E ... .............. 296555 SHEBOYGAN (920)
SAGE-Milwaukee « Box 510492, 53203-009] . .. ..vinrininmniaimas st tin e cnnearanss 271-0378 BAR
Sexual Compulsives Anonymous « 315 W. Court 51, 53212 ........ovniiiininiiiiiiinannss 299-0755 53081
Sherman Park Rainbow Assoc. ® PO Box 78115, 53216 . .. ... ovovvevininiainnannnnanns 277-3986 i S MDA Oy DO, e o= S S b S i S SIS AST=136
WI Cream City Chorus o 315 W, Court St 53212 ... ...eeeveeeeeseeseenenneeeeees. 276-8737 ORGANIZATION
PHONE LINES PinespplE » (GL Social/Activity Group) » PO Box 834, 53082 .. ... .overneeneeeriiennaenannns 451-8722
ey PRRATORC TN WA ma] et SIS s ST S SR, NG St 6450585 STEVENS POINT (715)
Gay Youth W'w Hotlm. ................................... 414-272-TEEN, 866-GAY-YOUH  opcANIZATION
Melphine (24 hour crisia counseling) .o vani sl et e DR s st e gk EID . g At o o Box SO0 BEIRE o ot o T oA b ol Mt g 502-6245 X 5920200
Pathfinders (24 hour YOI.'H'I wpporh’housing] ............................................. 271-1560 UW-Stevens Point G/S Alliance » SIEO Bex #47 | Lavel UC, S448) .. ... ... 346-4366
e TS O e N N I SR ot St 414-273-AIDS, 800-334-AIDS ; S, TSR g s
SPORTS GROUPS STURGEON BAY (920)
Cream City Squares s (GLBT Square Dancing) . . www.execpe.com/~didilges/odidilges®execpe.com 445-8080  PFLAG (Parents Friends of Lesbians and Gays) « (Support, Meetings) « PO Box 213, 54325 . ... 743-8663
Front Runners ¢ (GLBT Jogging/ Running Group) ... ....vvuiiiiioieriiinnriensirsensnaananss 332-1527 IOR
GAMMA « Social/Recreational 0 PO Box 1900, 53201 . ....oiiiiuiiiiiiniiiinnininanansanans 358-21M SUPER (7'5)
Great Lakes Harley Riders « PO Box 341611, 53234-1611 BARS
Holiday Invitational Bowling Tournament « PO Box 899, 53201 ...............ccveennnns 871-4172  Bevs Jook Joint » Wm. J « 820 Tower Ave. 55880 ............coiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiinan, 392-5373
Mabre: MW, TommleCluhy . o civhinmnivs s s s in s Tl Ao A oy e i oDk P 543-9643  JTs Bar & Grill « MW, D)+ 1506 N. 3rd St., 55880 .. .......o0oiiiiiiiiiininiiiniininnn, 394-2580
Saturday Soft Ball League (SSBL) « PO Box 510615, 53203 .. .. ..oovierirriinninnnnnns 454-9204 The Main « MW L/L D),V « 1217 Tower Ave., 55880 . ... ...cuierinarennnnsninnroerrenennns 392-1756
Shoreline » (Country/line Dance Group) « PO Box 510283, 53203 ORGANIZATION
WI Outdoor Women e (Sports Events Group) « PO Box 94, Hales Comners, 53130 .. .............. 427-2082  AIDS Resource Center of Wi (ARCW) e 1507 Tower Ave.. Ste 230, 54880...... 394-40090r 877-242-0282
MEDICAL/HIV
Toth § c ity Hoalth € 5 WASHBURN (715)
(Nursing, HIBV/AIDS case management, festing, outreach, education in Spanish/English) « English « Out Up North ¢ PO Box 695, Washburn, WIS4891 . ........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 682-2890
10325 Cosewr Chovey D, 53204 v ive vt ven sin st ws e s a S e B e o o 672.1315 x284
Fhiss e s WAUSAU (715)
(AIDS Service Organ, case mgmt., health care, pantry) » 820 N. Plankinton, 53203 .............. 273-1991  BARS
Brady East STD Clinic (BESTD) o (HIV testing/STD treatment) « 1240 E. Brady St, 53202 ......... 272-2144 Oz « MWDJ « 320 Washington, 54401 . . ..uviiiiiininiiiiiiiiiniainiisaiaianinaans 842-3225
Dennis Hill Outreach Center « (HIV testing) « 4311 W. Vliet 51, 53208 .........covivnvninyen. 342-4333  RELIGION
STD Specialties Clinic « (STD testing) » 3251 N. Holton Sk, 53212 . ....vvveeeniineee e 264-8800  First Universalist Unitarian Church & 504 Grant. .. ......ovossss s s e iinnessns 842-3697
PROSVCHOMALS / SERVICRS WHITEWATER (262)
Cat Doctor » Exclusive cat care clinic e 236 N.Water, 53202 . . ......civiviiiiiinniainiinnins 272-CATS UW-W G/L Student Union s 309 McClutchen Hall 53190
Constructive Professional Counseling » 6815 W. Capitol #111,53216 ............oovvvnnnnn.. 535-7640 ;
Sara Depies, Homestead Realty Inc. o 6935 N 76,53223 .. .....oooeiiinneainnnnn.

Graphic Images e (Graphic & Web Design, Photography). ... ..... ..ot
Dykeman Family Heating and Air Conditioning ¢ 1023 EBrady, 53212.........0covnvvnnnns
Ted Friedman, Phd e« Licensed Professional Counselor « 2266 N. Prospect, Ste 206, 53202

LLP LightSh Laser Professionals « 11607 W. Bluemound, 53226 .............ccciiuiinnes

Optix on Downer « 2616 N. Downer, 53211 ... .ovtiiiniiiiiiniiiiiis i i es

Patrick Prudlow « Handy Person « 2928 W. Forest Home Ave, 53215 . ............oivinannn
Singsational Productions ¢ Vocals, Karaocke, DI Service ... ......oviiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinenes

Women at Work = Wood Refinishers/Painting. . . ... ...oovviiiiiiiiiniiisi i niinsabaanss
RELIGION

All Saint's Episcopal Church « 818 E. Juneau Ave., 53202 www.ascathedralorg. . ...............

Brown Deer UCC « 6380 W. Dean Road, Brown Deer, 53223 ... ..0vvininnninsnisninniniinns

Cross Lutheran = (Reconciled in Christ Church) = 1821 N. 16th St, 53205 . ........covvvivivivnnans 344-1746
Dignity » (GLBT Catholic Group) « PO Box 597, 53201. ... .. cviviiiiineiioninsismennnnnnnns 444-N77
First Unitarian Society e (Unitarian Universalist] 01342 N. Astor St., 53202.............c.vuenen 273-5237
Lutherans Concerned « (GLBT Lutherans) » PO Box 1676, 53201. .. ....cvcnvinvannn. R s 372-9663
Milw. Metropolitan Community Church ¢ (UFMCC) » 1239 W Mineral, 53204 .. ............. 332-9995
Milwaukee Two Spirit Society ¢ (LGBT Indigenous Americans) » 1186 N Glenview Ave. 53213 ...... 607-1182
Pentacost Lutheran e (Reconciled in Christ) « 5226 W. Burleigh 5t., 53219 .............0co0unnn. 445-2696
Pilgrim Christian Church » Welcoming Congregation » 15400 W. North Ave., Brookfield, 53005 . . . 443-0976
Plymouth United Church in Christ « (Open & Affirming) » 2717 E. Hampshire St., 53211 .. ........ 964-1513
Two Spirit Society « Indigenous LGBT's of the America’s « 315 W. Court 5t., 53212 ............ 607-118
Village Lutheran Church e (Reconciled in Christ) » 130 E. Juneau 51, 53202 ..........ooovvvvnns 273-7617
RESTAURANTS / DELIS / COFFEEHOUSES

Bella Caffe’ » 189 N. Milwaukee 5t. 53202 » www.bellacaffecom .............. .. .. 00000 273-5620
TID0 Sl s ROOS: M6 SES3T04, - oo o - bbb mia s ot L RS G AL e R s b e s 647-9950
Jacques French Cafe Deli/Market o 1101 5. 2nd 5t. 53204 ... ......ooiiiiiiiiiiniinannnnn 672-1040
Soarie o 738 5. 5thSh, STIOM oo o i i v wwinealeles bissiaiatelais ers s srera s e s 0 s nla e (nca n 645-9888
MEM Club o 124 N Woter St 53202 (0o usinuasiniisouinnssssevessssesessssbessssysosss 347-1962
RETAIL / SHOPPING '

OutWords Bookstore/Caffe » 2710 N. Murray, 53211 ....ocvveiniiiineiiiiniinaicnsnnanss 963-9089
Video Adventures » video sales, rentals » 1418 E.Brady, 53202 .. ......c.coviviininiinnnnnnns 272-6768
NEENAH (920)

PFLAG (Parents, Friends of Lesbians and Gays) « (Support, Meetings) » PO Box 195, 54957-0195 735-1025
OSHKOSH (920)

UW-O Rainbow Alliance for HOPE « 800 Algoma Boulevard, 54901 hope®uwosh.edu
PLATTEVILLE (608)

G/L Alliance » (GLBT alliance) » Box 131, 53818, . .. ... ivininiinneneniiinenrniaassnssnnsrns 782-9061
PRARIE DU SAC (608)

Sauk Prarie Mem. Hosp. HIV Program e BO First St, 53578 . ........c.ocviiiiiiiinnnnnnns 643-7583
RACINE (262)

BARS

JoDee's « MW, DJ » 2139 Racine St., 53403 . . .. ....oiiuiiininnninnnsrerniusasnrosnsnsinns 634-9804
What About Me? ¢ MW, G/S « 600 6th 5., 53403. ... ....vvniiunniinrrrrnnneisrinssnanns 632-0171
RESTAURANT

The Summit Restourant « 6825 Washington Ave., 53706 . .......civiviiiiinninrensnennnnns 886-9866

RHINELANDER (715)
Northern Lambda Sodety « (GLBT group) « PO Box 802, 54501

RICHLAND CENTER (608)
Pioneers « (Rural Wi GLBT Alliance) + PO Box 53, 53561

PLEASE HELP MAKE CORRECTIONS!

Send us current information: corrections,
deletions, additions, new groups, efc.

Mail to: Wisconsin Light
315 W. Court St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53212

or email: editor@wilight.com

r-----------------1

N\
WV The Wisconsin Light

CLASSIFIED

Ad Order Form

*1 Let us select an appropriate category for your ad. *
(No sleazy adult ads, or unlicensed massage ads accepted.)

o2 Clearly Print your ad on the following lines, or type it on a separate piece of
paper and attach.

*3 Pricing: Classified Rates are $10 for the first 25 words (including 2 five word Bold
lead in), plus 25 cents per word over 25, per issue.

First 25 words (Including up to 5 word bold lead in)

Number of extra words x .25¢/word
Total Per Issue

Number of Times to Run x
Total

*4 Payment: (Classifieds must be pre-paid) Cash, Checks or Money Orders
We will soon be accepting Credit Cards

*5 Mail or Drop Off:
Wisconsin Light, 315 W. Court St., Suite 201B, Milwaukee, WI 53212
*6 E-mail: classified_ads@wilight.com

Your Name
Address
Cty, State Zip

*Phone
*Some classified ads recieved may have to be verified.
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Professional

DYKEMAN FAMILY

Heating » ArrCondlbomng Boiler

SPRING SPECIAL

414-273-7500 - 262-242-2550
www.dykemanheating.com
Showroom: 1023 E. Brady St., Milwaukee

Carpentry
Drain Cleaning

. Pernson

Patrick E. Prudiow

Drywall Painting
Electrical * Minor Plumbing

2928 W, Forest Home Ave. 672-8960
Milwaukee, WI 53215 Fax 672-0182
HOMESTEAD
‘- REALTY
INC.
: SARA DEPIES
Mobile: (414) 491-0776 6935 N 76th St.

Fax [414) 456-0778  Miwaukes, WI 53223-5003

Home Office: (414] 458-0776
o (B

——
—

Office: (414] 353-4400

Toll Free: [BOO) 339-4444
Gonstructive Frofessional Gounseling, S.6.
Child, Adolescent, Adult & Family Cwmt!ing

930 East Knapp St.
Milwavkee, Wi 53202
414-224-6017
fox: 414-224-6393

_fz

El'llﬂll consfr
: www.construck

com
[y

insurance b:h'able pﬂvcrh pay, s!fdmg Fee s.col'e

K

COMPANION - Let me be your helping hand.
Light house cleaning, laundry, meal preparation,
grooming and dress, even lawn and garden. 414-353-
7059.

(8)

FOR RENF~

CLEAN 2 BEDROOM WEST MILWAUKEE -

“Upper Unit: Central air, appliances, garage, fenced

yard. Lease and security deposit. Will consider
MATURE dog. Available June 1. $675. Call 414-
327-1234.

(6)

ART STUDIO TO SHARE Historic Third Ward.
Ideal for painting and drawing sales potential.
$197.50 per month. 414-278-1397, leave message.

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN BUY? Waupaca
Housing Center, 3 locations to serve you: Waupaca
715-258-1552; Green Bay 920-499-0161; WI Dells
608-253-4663.

RENT THE UPSTAIRS OF MY HOUSE -2 large
rooms, 1/2 bath, kitchen, laundry, heat, electric,
water, phone, alc, garage, backyard with swimming
pool. All for $450 a month. No pets or smoking.
Location: South 106th Mill Rd., Milwaukee 414-
353-7059.

(8)

2 BEDROOM UPPER - Appliances, garage, cat
okay, south side, clean, quiet, non-smoking, secure
storage, available June Ist. $525 plus security
deposit call 414-672-4099

(M

HAVING A CELEBRATION? - Give a touch of
class to your special occasion. Intermezzo Ensemble
offers classical, pop, Latin string music. Call 414-
540-5586, 414-967-7079; email: intermezzoensem-
ble@yahoo.com

(1)

i s e

¥ ra

Margantas & Dalqums
ALL NIGHT 1534 W Grant - 384-5980

CLEVERLY DISGUISEP AS A DBAR Stoou.,

CHARLES

AWAITS THE NEXT UNSUSP&CTING CUSTOMF.
LT

Thursday, April 11

Winona Spring Pride Festival: UM-Campus
(Winona, MN): 5-7pm: Specker: Deborah Davis,
a transgender woman who has been fighting
injustice and prejudice in the workplace for many
years. 7-7-9pm: Our Community Voice,
Moderators: Josh Robida, Andy Waldron and
Charlene Toylor, panel features individuals and
couples from the Winena and Twin Citles areas
who will share their experiences of how being
openly Gay and lesbian has affected all aspects
of their lives.

Friday, April 12
Winona Spring Pride Festival: UM-Campus
(Winona, MN): 4-Bpm: Our Heroes in Hollywood:
GLBT Movie Celebration, 3 separate movies, feel
free to stop in any time. 7:30pm: Senior Donce
Recital, sponsored by the Department of Theater
and Dance.

Poetry reading by Carmen Murguia, Lesbian
Latina activist poet; Room of One’s Own
(Madison): Murguic is o published poet, and also
writes for Wisconsin Light. 307 W. Johnson St.,
Madison, 608-257-7888,

WWW.roo I"f'lD[CIﬂ asown.com

HIV Testing & Counseling; Club 219 (Milw.):
BESTD Clinic volunteers offer free and anonymous
testing from 10pm-1am.

CommonBond; Fannies (Milw.): Bluesy/folk/rack
from Washingten, DC, 9:30pm

Friday, April 12 thru
Sunday, April 14

ExtrABBAganza; The Twin Cities Gay Men's
Chorus (Minneapolis): Ted Mann Concert Hall .
Singing! Dancing! Mirror Balls! Dancing Queens!
All anyone could ever want in one concert is here -
for you in this incredible performance of music by
the writers of all of ABBA's music. Friday and
Saturday at Bpm, Sunday at 2pm. Tickets are 315,
$20 and $25 and are available through the Box
Office: 612-624-2345

Saturday, April 13

PrideFest Floral Contest planning; PrideFest
Office (Milw): Whot is Spring without Flowers?
First meeting, 2pm. All are welcome.

FMI call Ted Berg 414-645-3378 or e-mail him:
pridemilw®aol.com.

PrideFest His/Herstory Tent planning; PrideFest
Office (Milw): His/Herstory Tent returns for the
second year, after a several year hiatus. 907 S
| st Street, noon. "We are looking for committee
volunteers to put our tent together” FMI call Ted
Berg 414-645-3378 or e-mail him:

pridemilw@aol.com.

Winona Spring Pride Festival; UM-Campus
(Winona, MN): 9am- 12pm: Speakers and Panel
Discussions [Someson Auditoriuml; am- 10am-
Couirt Rooms, legislatures and GLBT Equality, Phil
Duran, legal Program Coordinator, OutFront MMN;
10am- 12pm: Panel: Politics of Relationships and
Marriage, Moderators: Larry Gorrell and Phillip
Lichenwalter 12pm-5:30pm; Show Your Pride
Qutdoor Festival. A festive atmosphere replete
with music and open mike platform! Parade of
Fride Booths. ‘In the event of uncooperative
weather, the Festivals will be moved to an indoor
location. Poetry/Open Mike: Calling all poets and
speckers. All are welcome! 8-9pm: Drag Show,
teaturing some of the maost-talented and most-
adored Drag Queens and Kings from Minnesota
and Wisconsin! @pm-Midnight: 10% Dance, Enjoy
the lights and sounds of our talented Dis.
Refreshments provided. Sunday, April 14

Winona Spring Pride Festival: UM-Campus
(Winena, MN): 10am-noon: Herces in Hollywood,
Part I, sponsored by Women In Life and
LearningWILL]. Noon-4pm: Weekend Wrap-Up
Picnic ond Music Festival. Bring a bag lunch and
head on down for several live performances by
guest bands trom Chicago, LaCrosse, Winona and
Albert leal This is @ nice way to unwind before the
trip home. In the event of uncooperative weather,
the Festivals will be moved to an indoor location.

Wednesday, April 17

PrideFest Leather Mixer; M&Ms (Milw.): 2nd
floor conference room, 6pm. The Pridefest Leather

Show/Contest Committee will have a planning
meeting during the mixer. Get involved in plan-
ning the leather Show, "Hide N Seek Too.” FMI
call Russ ot 414-645-3378 or e-mail him ot
Rreiter 2002@aol.com.

Thursday, April 18

"Home Improvement: Taking Care of Your
Investment”; Rainbow U Lecture Series (Milw.):
with David Bedoh owner of Red Tail Renovation
and Restoration. 7pm to 8:30pm at the LGBT
Community Center, all welcome. Kathy, 414-271-
2656.

HIV Prevention Research; CAIR (Milw.): "Where's
the Love, the Intimacy, the Passion? David W. Seal
PhD., 3-5:30pm, CME Program. 2071 N. Summit
Ave, 414-456-773.

Friday, April 19

Rites of Spring Wine Tasting; LGBT Community
Center (Milw.): Fundraising Wine Tasting Event
for the Center 7pm to @pm. County Exec candi-
date lim Ryan Is expected to attend fo greet and
meet LGBT voters. Includes refreshments and
entertainment. Tickets are $25 and available in

odvance. Call 414-271-2656 fmi

lconography-Gallery Night Premiere; LGBT
Center Gallery (Milw.): See the article else-
where this issue for full details as the Gallery hosts
the opening of a new show featuring four GLET
and allied artists. A stop on the Spring Gallery
Night.

Creating an identity in our world: Ten Percent
Society Out and About Week (Madison): Robyn
Ochs, a nationally renowned schelar and presen-
ter, leads a workshop about how dichotomized
categories, such as homosexual and heterosexual,
affect everyone: queer; gay, lesbian, straight, etc.
12-1:30pm; Compus Women's Center, Memaorial
Union.

Bisexuality, Feminism, Men and Me: Ten Percent
Society Out and About Week (Madison): Robyn
Qchs, leads a discussion on differences and simi-
larities between homosexual and heterosexual
relationships, body image, social sex roles, and
heterosexual privilege. 4-6pm, 2080 Grainger
Hall.

Dianna Jones Band: Fannies (Milw.): Live ot 9pm.
All women’s band plays a variety of music with
some great vocalists.

HIV Testing & Counseling; Triangle (Milw.):
BESTD Clinic volunteers offer free and anonymous
testing from 9pm- 12am.

Saturday, April 20

Second Annual Conference; Rainbow Families
Wisconsin (Madison): Check out more inferma-
tion about RFW at www.rainbowlamilieswiscon-
sin.org, or see the arficle about the group and
conterence elsewhere this issue.

Gay Video Club; (Madison): "Queer As Folk -
Episode 207" "Boys to Men: 4 Short Films”
"Follen Angel IV: Sea Men’, 8pm, www.mgvcorg ,
608-244-8675 levenings!

Sunday, April 2]

Safe Sex Workshop: Ten Percent Society Out and
About Week (Madison): Sex Out loud, presents o
workshop on how to protect yourself and your
partner to ensure the salest experience for both.
7pm, Memorial Union, (TITU) for reom location.

Gay Wresting Club; (Madison): Workouts and
Training, New members welcomed, Experience not
required. |pm, www.madgoywrestlers.org, 608-
244-B675 [eveningsl

Milwaukee Poet Laureate Antler Reads:
Milwavkee Public Library: Antler reads selections
from his published works in celebration of Earth
Week. Centennial Hall, 733 N. 8th St., Free,

1:30pm.
Monday, April 22

Female Sexuality Workshop; Ten Percent Society
Out and About Week (Madison): A free work-
shop designed for women on the art of safely
and effectively pleasing o female partner.
Please register with the LGBT Cempus Center at
265-3344. 7pm, Memorial Union, Check TITU for

room location.

Expressing The Woman Inside, Makeup for Men;
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Ten Percent Society Out and About Week
(Madison): A workshop designed for men whe
want to learn the basics of makeup application as
an enterfaining and practical change o one's
complexion. Makeup and supplies provided.

Tuesday, April 23

Outdoor Movie-"But I'm A Cheerleader”™ Ten
Percent Society Out and About Week
(Madison): A hilarious film A family panics after
naticing homosexual tendencies in their daughter,
elicit the guidance of the homosexual rehabilife-
tion facility. In fact, she really does not believe she
is @ Lesbian, until she meets a sexy tomboy who
has olso been sent to the camp. Free, 8:30pm, on
the lawn outside the Southeast Area dorms.

HIV Testing & C ling; Midt Spa
{Milw.): BESTD Clinic volun?aers offer free and
anonymous testing from 6pm-9pm.

Wednesday, April 24

Alix Olson Poetry Slam; Ten Percent Society Out
and About Week (Madison): Alix Olson is o
dynamic performer prominent in the New York
City and National spoken word scenes. Join her
for a free poetry slam performance 7:30pm, 109
Union South

Thursday, April 25

Lesbion Couples Workshop, “Intimacy: Can't Live
With It, Can't Live Without It"; LGBT Community
Center (Milw.): Presenters Virginia Thomas and
Pat Smith offer a series of five workshops that
explore topics af the foundation of all relation-
ships. April 25 Topic: "How Did We Get Here
Anyway?” 6:30-8pm, LGBI Community Center.
Fee requasted ($25 per couple, $15 singles per
workshopl/pre-registration preferred, call Kathy of
414-271-2656 fmi.

LGBT Activism Panel Discussion; Ten Percent
Saciety Out and About Week (Madison): 6pm,
272 Bascom Hall. No details available.

LGBTQA Fabulous Secial Extravaganza; Ten
Percent Society Out and About Week
(Madison): Join the CWC for an open social with
a party-like atmosphere, gomes, etc. Root beer

keg and ice cream, coming out stories, new faces
and all-out socialization,6:30pm, Campus
Women's Center, Memorial Union.

Theatrical Activism Workshop; Ten Percent
Society Out and About Week (Madison): 8pm,
Memorial Union, Check (TITU) for room location.
No details available.

Friday, April 26
LGBT End of the Year Celebration and Graduate
Reception; Ten Percent Society Out and About
Week (Madison): A reception honoring the LGBT
groduates in the UW Class of 2002. Everyone is
welcome, including family and friends. Free food
and beverages will be provided. Recognition of
graduates at 7:30pm. 7-9pm, Memorial Union,
Check [TITU) for room location.

LGBT Out and About Dance; Ten Percent Society
Out and About Week (Madison): Last dance of
the spring semester! Open to all UW students, fac-
ulty, stalf and their guests. Age ID (18+) or guest
pass required, $3 door, cash bar, live Dis. 8pm-
12:45am, Great Hall, Memarial Union.
Saturday, April 27

Out and About SPRAWL Dance; (Madison):

A women-only dance and all-grrl gathering.
There will be a dance lesson from 7:30 to 8pm,
and a live DI from 8pm to midnight. Cash bar,
admission $5-$10 [sliding scale). 7:30pm -
Midnight, Madison Civic Center Marquee Room,

ROW Bowling Tourney: Rainbow over Wisconsin
Benefit (Green Bay): Riviera Lanes.

Bingo Night Fundraiser; Galano Club (Milw.): §1
admission includes one card, additional cards §1

each. Prizes owarded to winners. LGBT Center,
315 W. Court St., Suite 201, 414-276-6936.

I/D Then and Now; Integrity/Dignity (Madison):
Father Tom Woodward, |/Ds founder and Dr. lovie
Crew, tounder of parent organizations Integrity. A
lively discussion with their stories of the 1977
Madison scene and our community's remarkable
journey since. bpm, St. Francis House, 1001
University Ave. 608-836-8886.

Final Thoughts

By Ron Geiman
Editor Wisconsin Light

I know it's been some time since I took the time out of my deadline dash to write a
column, so for those of you who have given me grief — here we go...

I broke my self-imposed social exile to attend ARCWs Make A Promise Dinner and
Disco. (I really haven't become a recluse or a hermit, I just enjoy relaxing at home when
I'm not working on the paper. And it's less stressful on my health, as well.)

This year's Make A Promise theme, "Stayin' Alive”, had more meaning than just a
disco song flashback for those of us striving to stay alive with HIV/AIDS.

My "boogie oogie oogie oogie dancin shoes," have long since decomposed from when
they were "groovy." In my mind I danced the hustle — and a few other dance steps any-
one under 40 won't remember — but in reality a bad case of retroviral induced neuropa-
thy prevented me from "shake, shake, shake-ing my booty!"

However, I did take the opportunity — after a small but lovely and palatable dinner —
to mingle with the mob. And a mob it was, taking over a large portion of the Convention
Center's first floor ballrooms.

The room décor gave me disco fever with cage dancers, roaming spots, mirror ball,
glittered centerpieces and huge balloons floating 20 foot off the tables tied down with
mylar ribbons.

The giant screens on each side of the dais were a nice touch with constant images of
animated dancers in one corner and projections of everything from the status of bids to
shots of the crowd to pictures of award winners. Overall, a very "groovy" production.

The dinner/disco space didn't even include the huge separate room filled with a moun-
tain of silent auction items. Plus there were cruisy cocktail stations/table areas east of the
ballroom, overlooking the "blue airport landing lights” Wells St. tunnel through the
Convention Center.

It was VIP and politician heaven at the
dinner with U.S. Representatives, guber-
natorial and county executive candidates
en masse.

Glitteratti (I'll have you know 7 was the
first Gay Wisconsin columnist to use that
term) abounded — even some in platform
shoes, angel flight suits and way-unbut-
toned shirts with chains. I pondered
whether their closets were really rhat
deep!

I'll leave it up to that ubiquitous name-
dropping columnist Michael Johnson to
name all those names... I'll just stick to

?I«::T Co. Exec. Kathleen Falk and' Rep. Peter

the politicians.

Did you know Miss Valentine (aka Michael) had the gall to ask me what I thought
about the evening — acting all casual — when he probably
had a mic for a tape recorder in her boutonniere ? I put her
in her place quick enough, just knowing he'd quote me and
get me in trouble!

A special surprise awaited me at our table: Madison Dane
Co. Exec (and Democratic gubernatorial candidate)
Kathleen Falk sat with us and asked if she could have the
seat next to me. Of course, out for dirt, I said yes.

Besides being attractive and friendly, I learned Kathleen
is intelligent, savvy and convinced of her ability to offer
real solutions to Wisconsin's troubles.

Off the record, I told her I thought she and all the other
Democratic candidates were nuts to take on the economic =
fiasco the Thompson/McCallum years put Wisconsin in. I p_ P
remember when Tony Earl put the state back on track eco- Rops: Pon Compapter
nomically after the trainwreck of a previous Republican
administration, and paid for it by being voted out after one
term.

I warned her the same may happen to the next governor,
but she reacted by saying she was excited about the oppor-
tunity to turn things around, and was confident she could
prove herself.

Two other Madison allied politicos were at our table
(unlike Miss Valentine, I am nor great at remembering
names) the biggest Madison contingent I've seen in
Milwaukee since a busload of bar crawlers.

Also at our table was her "date" Milwaukee Rep. Peter
Bock, who, it turns out, is engaged to her. Guess I was out
Am,m.y General Jim Doyle  ©f the loop on that political marriage!
and his wife. I found out later that Peter proposed to her last year at a

Brewer's game via the electronic message board, and Rep.
Tim Carpenter caught her reaction with a picture.

By the way, Tim was also at the festivities, but was so far
across the room, he was in another zip code.

Wisconsin Light Publisher Jerry Johnson, Editor
Emeritus Terry Boughner and Jesse Carter were also at our
table, Joining our group of ten were three other Dane
County denizens.

I got to reacquaint myself with another gubernatorial
candidate, Attorney General Jim Doyle, and managed to
say "Hi Tom" to U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett as he made a quick
swing through the event on his way to another engagement.

As far as County Executives go, I couldn't find Tom
Ament to thank him for his years of service, and missed out
on looking in the U.S.Rep. Tﬂm Barrett
eye of candidate Scott Walker (to size him up
with my keen perception). I must admit he is
kind of a cutie, but I don't cast my vote by phys-
ical attributes, it's the mind behind the man that |
judge candidates on.

I did get "good vibes" (in keeping with the
theme of the era of the event) when I shook Co.
Exec. Candidate Jim Ryan's hand and exchanged
a few words as he was surrounded by well wish-
ers.

The "Grande dame" of Wisconsin Gay politi-
cians, U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin was ensconced
amidst admirers,
and looking resplendent in a short black cocktail dress. She
just improves with age, like a fine wine... and exudes an
aura that captivates a crowd, and that's why we love her so
much.

The crowd acknowledged her with a well deserved
standing "O".

The evening was capped off by very brief remarks (thank
God) from the campaigning politicians. Even ARCW
Executive Director, head cheerleader and great communi-
cator Doug Nelson kept his remarks brief.

The Awards presentations also went quickly. The

Community Service award was presented to two winners: ¢ Rep. Tammy Baldwin
Dr. Brian Buggy, Infectious Disease specialist; and AIDS
Network — accepted by Director Dave Power. AIDS educator Mike Johnson was hon-
ored with the Courage award, and the Challenge
Party, a Gay and Lesbian fundraising group were
B named Philanthropist of the Year.
. As a matter of fact, the program went so quick
b that the crowd — who obviously made their feelings
known to organizers about long winded speech-
making in previous years — was actually stunned it
was over. DJ John Murges had the crowd up and
dancing before they knew what hit them.

A pleasant, satisfying evening for all in atten-
dance... and hopefully a financially successful
evening for ARCW. After all, helping PWAs/HIV
to keep "stayin' alive" was the point of the entire
evening.

Tom Ament and his wife Darla

Challenge Party Rhﬂm
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