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LGBT Opponents In
Majority at Anti- Gay
Marriage Bill
Hearing in Madison

By Bill Meunier

For the third time in less
than a year, a State Iﬁﬁfiﬂaﬁve Commitiee
held a hearing on a bill related to Gay and
Lesbian relationships. And for the third
time supporters of Gay Civil Rights out-
numbered their nents.

The hearing I}fl:lgl by Lhecﬁl;;ea Smala:te
Committee on ici i i-
nance Reform and Cary er Aﬂ'aﬂ on
Wednesday March 18" dealt with AB-
104. The legislation which was passed
by the State Assembly in May of 1997,

Madison--

At The Scene — A Gay rights support at the State
Senate Hearing on AB-104 listens intently. His shirt
reads “Don't Ask, Don’t Tell, Don't Believe It!"

would ban state recognition of Same Sex
marﬁ:fes even if they were legally per-
formed elsewhere.

Same sex marriage is already prohibited
under Wisconsin faw. The bill's oppo-
nents have characterized it as a "mean
spirited attempt to "slap Gays and Lesbi-
ans in the face."

In response to an inquiry from the Wis-
consin Light a Committee staff person
said that 142 of those at the hearing rcgg-
istered opposition to the bill while only 97
registered in favor. Out of 62 speakers 32

ke against passage while 29 spoke i
avor and one took no position but pro-
vided information,

The outpouring of opposition to the bill
eased the fears of activists who worried
that the hearing (which was called with
only one week's notice) would provide a
forum for night wing Christians.

Along with the hearing on AB-104, the
Committee also heard testimony on a bill

Please See Hearing Page 27

Nelson Praises Gov. Thompson; Criticizes
Mayor Norquist Over Needle Exchange

All Smiles - Doug Nelson, Micheal Youngman Northwest Mutual Life, VP of ARCW Board Of Directors,
Govemor Thompson and Mark Bugher, Secretary of the State Department of Administration were all smiles
after the Make a Promise Dinner and Silent Auction held at Milwaukee's Pfister Hotel on Saturday, March
21. The event raised a record $160,000 to help with the fight against AIDS.

Clinton Advisors Demand Administration

Support for Needle Exchange Programs

Washington, DC— President Clinton's
AIDS adwvisers unanimously expressed no
confidence in the administration’s com-
mitment to reducing the spread of AIDS,
accusing officials of playing politics with

Je'shves.,

& ?he administration’s current policy on
needle-exchange programs threatens the
public health, and directly contradicts cur-
rent scientific evidence,” said the resolu-
tion approved Tuesday, March 17, by the
Presidential Council on HIV/AIDS.

It was the harshest criticism yet from the
panel, whose members are funious that the
administration has not allowed federal
funding for programs giving I'V drug users
clean needles m exchange for dirty ones
that may be contaminated with the deadly
HIV virus,

“Our patience is exhausted," said the
panel's chairman, Dr. Scott Hitt, who
treats patients with HIV and AIDS m Los

Angeles.
estimated that tens of thousands of
t.ﬁw HIV wué]fecnons could be prevented
ough needle-exchange pro s. More
than ﬂ]f of all people vs?hogﬁzlcz:lumc -
fected with HIV catch the deadly virus
through contaminated needles or sex with
mjecting drug users or are children bom
to nfected addicts.
“"Tragically, we must conclude that it is
a lack of political will, not scientific evi-
dence, that is creating this failure to act,"
the council said in a March 17 letter to
Prﬁudent Clinton. "
sing taxpayer money fo needles
for addicts has becugle a ;nlilically
touchy issue, with conservatives arguing
that these programs send the wrong mes-

Sag:i ]
¢ council member, Terje Anderson of
Please See Supreme Court Page 27

U.S. Supreme Court Is Set to Weigh Whether

HIV Is a Disability

New York, NY— A Supreme Court case
about discrimination against people who
carry the virus that causes AIDS offers the
justices a surprisingly blank slate on
which to write an otpmmn with major im-
plications not only for the law on the dis-
ease itself but for disability-rights law in
general.

In a sense, the justices will simply be
catching up with recent history when they
hear a:ﬁlzmcnts in the case later this
month. In the 17 years since AIDS was
first reported, the court has never decided
a case about the disease or HIV. Nor have
the justices yet interpreted the Americans
With Disabilities Act, an 8-year-old law
that in language as sweeping as it was 1m-
precise extended federal civil-nights pro-
tection to people with disabilities.

The question before the court is whether
the federal law, which prohibits discrimi-
nation on the basis of "disability" in em-

Award winners — Awards were given to those who have been helping leading the fight against AIDS in.Wismnm':n. at
At the far left is William Godsell I presenting Max Barnett representing the Possum Queen campaign with a Red Rose
from Michael Youngman, Second from the right is Governor Thompson receiving the Sterling Rose Award from Ed Hashek,

ployment, housing and public accommo-
dations and services, applies to a person
with HIV who has not developed any of
the acute conditions that come under the
label of AIDS. :

The case was brought, and won i two
lower federal courts, by a woman whose
dentist refused to treat her in his office
a}ﬁg she informed him that she carmied

At first glance, the question of whether
the Amernicans With Disabilities Act cov-
ers people with asymptomatic HIV mfec-
tions appears an unlikely vehicle for this
first Supreme Court test of a law more
identified with the image of a public
building being retrofitted for wheelchair
access than of a person with no visible
impairment walking without assistance
into a private medical office.

Please See AIDS Prevention Page 27

ARCW's Anmual

Medical College's CAIR program receiving a Red Rose award from Brian Buggy MD, ARCW's Medical Director.

Johnson

Jerry

Milwaukee—In what many observers
said was the most hard-hitting and poten-
tially controversial speech of his career,
Doug Nelson, Executive Director of the

& AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin

(ARCW) harshly crticizes both the
Clinton Administration and Milwaukee
Mayor John O. Norquist for not support-
ing fimding of needle exchange programs.

the same time, Nelson praised Wis-
consin Governor Tommy Thompson for
being open on the issue and promised to
push the legislature and govemnor to enact
an HIV non-discrimination bill.

Nelson made his remarks to an overflow
crowd at ARCW’s annual Make A Prom-
is¢ Dimner n the Grand Ballroom of Mil-
waukee's Pfister Hotel held Saturday,
March 21" to raise money for ARCW's
work agamst AIDS. The audience in-
cluded political leaders from state and na-
tional levels mcluding Governor Thomp-
son.

After renewing ARCW'’s pledge to do
“everything humanly possible” (o help re-
lieve the suffermg of those with HIV dis-
ease, Nelson went on to say that in the
fight agamnst HIV prevention, “the over-

iclming preponderance  of  scientific
evidence shows that needle exchange re-
duces HIV and doesn’t increase drug us-
age.

Nelson chastised Health and Human
Services Secretary Donna Shalala for her
“continuing delay” in lifting the federal
ban against funding needle exchange. This
delay 1s “appalling,” Nelson said.

“It is inereasingly difficult to believe,”
Nelsonsaid, “that your administration (the
Clinton Administration) is truly commit-
ted to ending new HIV infections.”

Please See Needle Exchange Page 27

Miller Brewery to
Sponsor Major
Victory Fund Event

Milwaukee—As we go 1o press, word
has been received ol an up-coming
fundraiser in Milwaukee for the Gay
and Lesbian Victory Fund.

The Victory Fund is the D.C.-based
organization which cxtends financial
help to viable, openly Gay and Lesbian
candidates around the country. Its suc-
cess record is impressive. Most agree
that without its help, many of our can-
;l_idmes would not be able to run for of-

ice.

The fundraiser will be held on Sun-
day, May 17, 1998, at the Boulevard
Inn beginning at 1:30 p.m. One of the
confirmed guests of honor is State Rep.
Tammy Baldwin who is running for
Congress. Baldwin is one of the candi-
dates 1o whom the Victory Fund is giv-
ing support.

Miller Brewing Company is proud to
be the major sponsor for this important
fundraising event.

We have been told that there are other
special guests who are expected, but
have not yet confirmed. These will be
announced later as names become

available.

Make a Promise Dinner held at the Milwaukee Pfister Hotel on Saturday, March 21.
award. Nextis Chad Carlson from Ameritech Small Business Services receiving a Red Rose Award

Chuir of the ARCW Board of Directors. At the far right is Dr. Jeff Kelly PHD of the Wisconsin

Jerry Johnsan




Standing Together! Lauren Azar, State Representative Tammy Baldwin, Wisconsin's only Gay State
Legislator, Herh Moses, and his partner openly Gay Congressman Bamey Frank were among a large crowd
in attendance at a fund aiser for Baldwin's Congressional Campaign held in Milwaukee on Saturday,
Febmary 28,

Lambda Legal and Other Groups Sue Salt
Lake Schools Alleging Anti-Gay Rules

Salt Lake City—Three civil rights
Bruups have sued the Salt Lake School

istrict over its restrictions on student
clubs, sparking anew debate over whether
Gay students should be allowed to form
school-sanctioned organizations.

The federal-court lawsuit, backed by
Gay-nights advocates and the Amerncan
Civil Liberties Union. contends the dis-
trict's 1996 decision that school clubs
must be directly linked to the curriculum
15 arbitrarily appited and unconstitutional.

The complamt filed Thursday, March
19, gives new life (o a controversy over
Gay rights i predominantly Mormon
Utah's public schools that has raged since
late 1995 when the East High Gay-
Straight Alliance tried to orgamize as a
sanctioned (ﬁmup.

As the district moved to thwart Gay
¢lubs by banning all *non-curricular”
campus organizations, students walked
out of classes by the hundreds in protest.
At onc point, the Utah Legislature consid-
ered domg away with all school clubs in
order to keep Gay students from organiz-
INg On CAMpUuses.

"This 1s the only case we know of in the
nation where a school has actually taken
the ax to many valuable non-curmicular
clubs just to keep vut an alliance of Gay

and straight students,” said David Buckel,
a stafl attomey for the Lambda Le -
fense and Education Fund in New York.
Lambda was joined by the Amencan
Civil Liberties Union's Utah and Northem
California chapters and the National Cen-
ter for Lesbian Rights in filing the lawswit
on behalf of the East High Gay-Straight

Alliance,

The 23-page lawsuit, also filed on behalf
of East High students and alliance mem-
bers Ivy Fox and Keysha Bames, charges
the district's ban in practice did not m-
clude all non-curri clubs, and thus
violates the Equal Access Act and the
Constitution.

Along with the alliance, other clubs af-
fected by the ban range from Young Re-
publicans and Young Democrats to nu-
merous ethnic and recreational clubs.
Even Students Aganst Drunk Driving was
cut in order to keep out the alliance, the
suil maintains. ‘

“The attempt to form a Gay-straight al-
liance is not unique to Salt Lake, There's
been an increased number of Gay-straight
alliances throughout the country. They
now exist in the hundreds," said Kelli Ev-
ans of the ACLU's San Francisco office.
“"We're secking to reinforce the mmpor-
tance of public education as a marketplace
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of ideas."
The gual Access Act, a hill co-
mnso_t_ by Sen. Omin Hatch, R-Utah.
ori ly aimed to protect student re-

ligious activities, requires any public sec-
ondary school acctﬁt;ng federal funds to
allow all school clubs equal access to its
facilities.

The lawsuit, which also names as defen-
dants district superintendent Darline Ro-
bles and assistant superintendent Harold
Trussel, says the genesis of the dispute
was a previous Gay-straight alliance's ef-
forts to organize at East High in Decem-
R e pemnission, the di

er t ssion, the dis-
trict's board mggn Feb. 20, 1996, to pro-
hibit all groups “"not directly related to the
curriculum."

As a result, 46 clubs previously recog-
nized were terminated. As students pro-
tested, conservative lawmakers and anti-
Gay groups charged the clubs were being
used to corrupt students and lure them into
Gay lifestyles.

y clubs were the topic of a secret
caucus of state senators during the 1996
Ixéislamre. a meeting that ught an
ACLU lawsuit charging lawmakers had
violated the state's meetings act. A
gal;.rk later the Senate settled, admitting it

e the law and paying $10,000 in
ACLU legal bills.

""The 46 clubs that were destroyed and

the Gay-Straight Alliance mattered,” Fox |

said in a statement to reporters at an after-
noon news conference at ACLU head-
quarters. "We are no longer going to
stand for these unjust situations."

Bames, a 16-year-old junior, sat beside
Fox, a 16-year-old sophomore, but did not
issu¢ a statement. Neither of the girls
would take questions.

Thursday's lawsuit attacked the district's
enforcement of the ban, noting that it has
allowed the Future Business Leaders of
America and Future Homemakers of
America as sanctioned clubs even though
they were not directly linked to the cur-
riculum.

In a statement released late Thursday,
district spokeswoman Sherri Clark de-
fended the policy, saying that the State
Office of Education had specifically de-
clared both the FBLA and FHA (o be part
of Utah's Applied Technology Education
curriculum.

She also noted the school board has
"made possible for nonprofit organiza-
tions to rent school facilities for a nominal
charge."

East High's current Gay-Straight Alli-
ance has been allowed to meet after
school hours under that arrangement, but
civil liberties attomeys stressed Thursday
they still do not enjoy the privileges ex-
tended to sanctioned clubs  such as bein
able to use the school's bullétin boards an
public-address system to announce activi-
t1es.

Carol Gnade, executive director of the
ACLU's Utah office, said the decision to
file suit came after it became clear the
district had no intention of budging on its
policy. She also said civil rights attorneys
delayed m hopes controversy over Gay
clubs would subside, and because they
were concemed about possible retaliation
against alliance members.

The lawsuit also alleges the district's
go]jcy violates both students' rights to

eedom of speech and association, due
process and equal protection. It seeks
temporary and permanent mjunctions
agamst the district's policy and payment
of compensatory damages and legal fees.

looking for a

real
man:

Cray.net lets you connect
with real men. We've
got thousdands  of
members o chag with —
or gtke 10 as far as you wane
Juin our communicy  right
now while gay.net s sall
absolutely free Tor 30 duys.
New friends are waiting
tor you right now at

www.gay.net/man

Policy
Letters to the Editor

As a matter of policy, Wisconsin
Light will not print a letter to the editor
sent to or appearing in any other
_publications This is general joumalistic

practice. e

Deadlines
April 9" Issue
Articles Friday, April 3™
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—April 3™
Camera Ready—April 6®
_5:00 p.m.

April 23" Issue
Articles—April 17*
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—April 17"
Camera Ready—April 20"
5:00 p.m.

Caution

The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
tation.

Read All About It |
On the Web

www.wilight.com

Give the People Light and they
will find their own way.

The
Wisconsin
Light

G

i

= = N

i
i
Fii.

Executive & Editorial Offices
1843 N. Palmer
Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 372-2773

LIGHT FAX: (414) 372-1840

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday-10:00 a.m. -5:30 p.m.
24-Hour Recording

Publisher
Jerry Johnson

Executive Editor
Terry Boughner, Ph.D.

Arts & Entertainment Editor
Geno

SpotLight Editor
Bill Meunier

Advertising Manager
Jerry Johnson
372-2773

Columnists and Reporters
Glenn Bishop, Ruthie, Brian Treglown,
Barbara Lightner, Bill Meunier, Dasty Sass,
Dr. Karen Lamb, Carl Szatsmary, Dr. Suzie’
Shovelit, Sasha Alyson, John Jahn

AP Associated Press

Copyright © 1998
By Novo Graphics, Ltd.

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT is published biweekly by NOVO
GRAPHICS, LTD., with offices at 1843 N. Palmer
Milwaukee, WI 53212, Advertising and copy deadlia: . the
Thursday prior to  publication. Opinions expressed by
writees in WISCONSIN LIGHT are not necessarily those of
the publisher. editor, or our advertisers. Any reference
madé to any individual or organization should not be
vonstrued as an indication of the same’s sexual or affection
orientation or preference. All copy. text, design, photos, and
illusirations in  advertisements are published with the
understanding that the advertiser is fully authorized and has
secured proper written conseni for the use of names,
pictures. or testimonials of any living person, and
WISCONSIN LIGHT may lawfully publish and cause such
publication to be made; and the advertiser agrees by
submitting ads 1o indemnify and save blameless the
publication of any ermor that may be contained in sald ad
WISCONSIN LIGHT does not accept any responsibility for
any claims made by advertisers. The entire contents of
WISCONSIN LIGHT are © Copyrighted and protected
undef  the Federal Copyright Act and  Internationa’
Conventions. Reproduction of any portion of any issue wil
nol be permitted withoul express written permission of
NOVO GRAPHICS. LTD. Legal venue is Milwaukee Eounty
Wisconsin. Printed in the U.S.A.

Subscribe to
Wisconsin Light

One Year—26 Issues
First Class—$32.95
Third Class—$16.95




Max Barnett Accepts Red Rose Award on
Behalf of the Possum Queen Campaign

At the 1998 Make A Promise Dinner held Saturday, March 21, 1998, the Red Rose

Award was given to the Possum

gueen
388,000 for the fight against AIDS. Accep

Campaign possible was Max Barnett.
After

Campaign. The Campaign has raised over
ting on behalf of all those who make this

ax had spoken, many commented about how moving and sincere his accep-

tance speech was. We heartily agree and print it here in full.
* *

I am thrilled and I am humbled to accept an honor of this prestige on behalf of the
members of the steering team of the Possum Queen i

To think that somethmg

Campaign.
that started as a joke (much hugﬁﬂr) and obviously, still is

(more laughter along with thumderous applause)could get this far, is awesome,

I want to say Thank You to the tavern owners who have allowed us to carry on our
antics; to the members of our community who have supported and continue to come to
the rallies and look forward to each year’s campaign; to the Polubinski family who lost
their beloved Tommy in 1996 who won the campaign in 1994. He is memorialized in
the Tommy Polubinski Award. Thank you. To the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin

for your efforts this evening. What you do is acknowledge us and you validate our

campaign. You give us tremendous pride.

In the house this evening, Jack E. O’gasm, the current reigning Possum Queen (loud

and prolonged applause).

The 1998 Campaign will begin shortly. We greatly appreciate this honor.

Thank you.
Final Plans Laid for
1998 Possum Queen
Campaign

Milwaukee—The 1998 Possum Queen
Cam??.igmh is under way. On Tuesday,
March 10", approximately 25 members of
Milwaukee's LGBT community met at
the M&M Club Banquet Room to discuss
the upcoming campaign. A Steering Team
was formed and will mclude, once agai
Max Bamett as Director of the Campaign,
Renee Polubinsky as Co-Director, Lizzie
Bordeaux (an orginal founder of the
campaigns) as Events Coordinator and
Show Director and new recruits Jack E.
O. Gasm (the reigning Possum Queen)
and Kevin a.k.a. Hiza Kite, a former can-
didate, acting as Team strategists and
community outreach promolers.

The decisions made at the meeting,
which was open to all members of the
community who were interested, were
reached via input from all present.

This year the Campaign will officially
begin on Sunday, April 19 and run six

weeks through Friday, June 5. Watch for
information on individual campaigns,
some of which have already begun.

Potential candidates who haven’t heard
from the Steering Team should feel free to
contact Max at (414) 221-0093 for more
mformation. Keep in mind that the official
start is still a couple of weeks away. The
Steering Team will be developing wel-
coming packets and distributing them
throughout the bars very soon, if not al-
ready.

In 1997, the Possum Queen finale
hosted an audience of hundreds of state-
wide on-lookers, some of whom were
getting their first glimpse of the Cam-
paign, at-Milwaukee’s PrideFest on the
Maler Festival Grounds. Community
feedback throughout the last year suggests
that the move to PrideFest was a practical
and wise decision. This enthusiasm to-
wards the PrideFest booking was echoed
by those present at the town hall meeting
and thus stands.

Forthcoming releases will update the fi-
nal show details as soon as they are avail-
able to the Possum Queen Steering Team.
Until then, good luck to all candidates and
“Let the Possum Fur Fly!™

AIDS Running Rampant Among African-

Americans New Survey Shows
Black Leaders Accused of Ignoring the Epidemic

C_ambﬁadé;, MA-— Black Americans are
twice as d of getting AIDS than all
Americans combi
shows.

With good reason. More than 40 percent
of all lﬁc‘:glﬂgailfsam are among l%acks.
even Lho comprise just -
cent of the U.S, population. : 9

Worse yet, black leaders are ignoring
the epidemic in their community, accord-
ing to a prominent group of African-
American scholars, physicians and polic
analysts who gathered Tuesday, Mar
17, at Harvard University.

“Our community is at war with a terri-
ble disease and we are equally at war with
a sense of denial among our lea: ip,"
said Henry Lonis Gates Jr., chairman of
Harvard's Afro-American Studies De-
partment,

If white racists were responsible for the
black AIDS epidemic, Gates said,
"“there'd be Negroes lined up from here to
China" to protest.

The Kaiser Family Foundation ran-
domlgusurveyed 811 African-Americans
last The results were compared with
another Kaiser study of 1,200 randomly-
polled Americans representing all racial
groups released in December. A separate
survey of Hispanic Americans will be re-
lcase(i this

According to L&le latest study, which has
a margin or error of plus or minus 4 per-
cent, 52 cent of African-Americans
consider AIDS to be the nation’s most
Erasmng health concem, compared with

8 percent of all Americans combined.

Forty-nine percent of blacks know
someone who has HIV or AIDS or who
has died from the disease, compared with
one-third of the national sample of all
Taces.

When the AIDS epidemic began more
than a decade ago, it mostly infected Gay,
white men. Yet as AIDS cases among
whites has been steadily dropping, the
number of blacks and Hispanics with the
disease has been nising at a disproportion-
ate rate.

The annual AIDS case rate among black
men, for example, is six times that of
white men. Among black men aged 25-44,
AIDS fatalities outpace homicide deaths.

Among women, the AIDS case rate is
16 times higher for black females than for
whites. according to figures from the At-

4 new survey

lanta-based Centers for
and Prevention.

"This is an emergency for our commu-
nity," said Dr. Helene %”vayie, director of
the National Center for HIV at the CDC.

For both genders, AIDS is spread mostly
through sexual intercourse (heterosexual
as well as homosexual) and injected drug

use.
In 1996, whites ed 38 percent
of the AIDS cases, blacks 42 percent and
m}h:Ea.n.ics _}; percent. }Vhﬂ.ites, however,
(7 cent o e pulation,
while !:Ecks anpgrl-ﬁspamcs eacgo represent
about 12 percent, the CDC said.
Although the number of
cases for all racial groups be-
tween 1 and 1997, the percentage de-
crease was much smaller for blacks and
Hispanics than it was for whites. The
same is true for AIDS deaths, Gayle said.
Providing more needle exchange pro-
to reduce the risk of transmission
and teaching children about safe sex and
not abstinence would help lower the AIDS

rate, conference partict said.

The survey, regeaszanl:rch 17, by the
California-based health care philanthropy,
also found that blacks believe their relig-
ious and government leaders aren't doing
enough to control the AIDS crisis.

The survey did not address whether
blacks are ing their behavior to re-
duce the risk of contracting AIDS. But it
did show that the overwhel majority
of blacks know how the disease is trans-
mitted. Fifty-six percent of blacks have
been tested for HIV, compared to 38 per-
cent of all Americans.

Awareness of the disease is a good first
step, said LeRoy Whitfield, a 28-year-old
editor who has been HIV-positive for 8

years.
"'But it's a separate thing to change be-
havior or address policy," he said.
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Medical College’s Brenda Coley Elected Co-
Chair of Wisconsin HIV Planning Council

Milwaukee—As a senior research asso-
ciate for the Medical College of Wiscon-
sin’s Center for AIDS Intervention Re-
search (CAIR), Brenda Coley works to
ensure that the people most at nsk for

fTOYOL!

Brenda Coley
HIV and AIDS are not forgotten. She has
helped develop and evaluate HIV preven-
tion programs for low-income women,
young men, families, gay and heterosex-
ual men, and women m residential treat-
ment pro S.

Recently, Coley was unanimously
elected to co-chair the Wisconsin HIV
Community Planning Council.

Formed m 1994, the Council works in
collaboration with state government to
develop a plan identifying HIV prevention
needs and determining priorities for
funding. Coley has been a member of the
group for two years.

“I'm  delighted that my colleagues
elected me to this position,” says Coley.
Il1 have a g)( edxpf rg{a;pecl for l‘the Ci:mmi';l.

save cated group of people who
are worlf]yng to find solult;puns to Lgc chal-
lenges posed by HIV and AIDS.”

Coley assumes her new role in October.
The Council’s unique structure requires
that co-chairs be elected nine months be-
fore their terms begin. This arrangement
allows them to “shadow” the current co-
chair before taking over the responsibili-
ties of the job. :

Coley is the first minority woman

up of 35 Wisconsm residents from the
vanious ethnic groups and geographic ar-
eas of the state.

“The diversity of the members is clearly
a_strength of the Council,” says Coley.
“Because HIV increasingly effects mi-
norities, it's important for the Planning

_ Council to understand how social prob-

and sexism can play a role in the spread of
HIV and AIDS.

Coley is looking forward to her new re-
sponsibilities as co-chair. “As a member
of the Council, I have advocated for oth-
ers from my own personal and job-related
experiences. Now as co-chair, my role

1 be to mamtain and foster an atmos-
phere where diverse and differing opin-
tons can come to the front of the discus-
sion,” says Coley., .

For more informaton on the Wisconsin
HIV Community Planning Council, call
current co-chair Andy Bagnall at (414)
225-1502, Brenda Coley at (414) 456-
7747, or Man Gasiorowicz, Wisconsin
HIV Prevention Community Planning
Coordinator, at (608) 267-9489,
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Tammy poses with Mark Pocan, Pocan is openly Gay candidate for Baldwin's Assembly seat

Vatican’s Apology Falls Short Some Gays

and Jews Maintain

New York, NY-On March 16, the
Vatican released for public view a long-
awaited 14-page document dubbed an "act
of ce" apologizing for the
Church's virtual ignoring--during World
War II--of Hitler's mass murders of the
Jewish le. It was titled "We Remem-
ber: A ection on the Shoah."

On the very same day, the New York
Times reported the in Manhattan of
87 year-old Richard Plant, a Holocaust
scholar, critic and professor of literature.
Plant's book, The Pink Triangle: The
Nazi War Against Homosexuals (1986)
told, with significant research, how thou-
sands of Gay males were massacred or
mterred m concentration camps umder
Nazi directives.

_The Times reported that Jewish reac-
tions to the apology were noticeably cool,
but it said nothing about the reactions of
persons who are both Jewish and Gay, and
who are aware that the Vatican continues
presently to foment anti-Gay sentiment
Just as it did anti-Semitic sentiment
throughout the centuries.

On February 10, for example, The Ro-
man Catholic Archdiocese of Philadelphia
formally denounced three proposed city
ordinances that would extend health and
pension benefits to the same-sex partners
of all city employees. In Maine, where
voters recently repealed same-sex anti-
dcxﬁcrilhnm&tjigﬁ laws, the Roman Catholic

urch p an active throwing its

"moral" weight against @:; and Lc%sbi-
ans,

Upon hearing of the Vatican's apology,
Gay and .le\gish activist Bob pDKu%
fumed, "The Vatican was the first to rec-
ognize Hitler," he said, "and Pius XII kept
silent when the first killings began m
September of 1941 and remamned silent
through the establishment of the death

camps."

Ra%bi David Rosen, director of the Is-
rael office of the Anti-Defamation League
and its co-liaison with the Vatican, called
the so-called agolugy "disappointing in
certam respects.

Gay Author Jack Nichols, quoted his
latest book, The Gay Agenda, drawing
attention to church-persecuted scapegoats
offlhe prescnt}; "Pm Paul I made
reference to the sc death penalties
for homosexuals m a 1986 letter: 'In Le-
viticus 18:22 and 20:13, in the course of

_describing the conditions necessary for

belonging to the Chosen People, the

those who behave in a homosexual fash-
Iou,l "

orts in recent years about the Vati-
can's culpability in the face of genocidal
Nazi treatments of the Jews were made by
the bishops in France and other European
nations. These reports went considerably
further than the Vatican has now done in
describing what amounted to Vatican
collusion with Hitler's pogroms.

Both Kunst and Nichols spoke harsh
words about current Vatican maneuver-
mg. "There are many brave Catholics,"
said Nichols, "who know that the war
agamst women, Gay men and Lesbians
that the Vatican pushes is currently in full
swing. In previous centuries Jews were
the Vatican's scapegoats. Now it's Gays.
Pope John Paul II is very much afraid of
women m his church too—scared of a
wondrous sea change which we recognize
as the establishment of the equality of the
sexes."

Pope Pius's collaborative conduct during
the Second World War, according to an
editorial in the New York Times, needs
further investigation. "He did not encour-
a%g Catholics to defy Nazi orders. Church
officials after the war helped Nazis esca
to freedom," said a March |8 Times edi-
torial.

Kunst said, "The Vatican's hands are
covered and stained with Jewish blood,
and their sins can not be washed away."

MCC Milwaukee to
Hold Special Service

Milwaukee—On March 29, 1998, the
Fifth Sunday in Lent, Milwaukee Met-
ropolitan Community Church, a mem-
ber of the Universal Fellowship of Met-
ropolitan Churches, will conduct a Spe-
cial Service of Healing with Anointmg
with Oil and Prayer, immediately after
its regular 11:00 am. service.

The Anomting of the Sick with Oil
and Prayer is an ancient Christian rite
practiced since New Testament tmes.
All are invited; those affected by AIDS,
HIV disease and other spiritual, mental,
emotional and physical ailments are
particularly welcomed. The congrega-
tion meects in the Walker Room of the
Astor Hotel, 924 E, Juneau, Milwaukee.
“The pastor is the Rev. Lewis Broyles.

For more information, contact Pastor
Broyles at (414) 332-9995,

author excludes from the People of God

' Meet and'hang out with other
gay men. J

A PLACE TDO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE... |

Assemble safer sex kils
and other prevention = .
| materials for your
communily.

“Last nights Melrose... '
" the boy next door...

L of Wisconsin (ARCW)
" 829 N. Plankinton Ave.

 Take Prid Tod AIDS. 5400

b Wftore informaton, call 800 334AS, ARCW

A PLACE TO DISH...
What's on your mind?

gay dating in the 9¥s...

Tuesdays 633-839 p.m.
AIDS Resource (Center

Milwaukee. Open to all gay
men, regardless of HIV status.

For more inforthation call

" Chris at 414-225-1556 or
Andy a 414-225-1592
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The United Hosts Fourth Annual “An
Evening With Friends” Benefit

Madison—Mark your calendars for the
chi-chi place to be on Friday, April 17.
The United is hosting its Fourth Annual
“An Evening With Friends™” wine tasting
benefit,

The event will be held at 7:00 to 11:00
p.m. at Madison’s beautiful Olbrich Bo-
tanical Gardens, 3330 Atwood Avenue.
As Fuests sample wines from around the
world, nibble on hors d'ouvres crafted by
the chefs of Fyfe's Comer Bistro, and
hobnob with the (relatively) rich and fa-
mous, they can listen to the smooth
sounds of live jazz featuring the Jan
Wheaton Trio.

Showcased wines include both domestic
and imported beauties provided by Edi-
son-West Liquor Corporation, eral
Bevem&e Sales Company, Import, L’Eft
Bank Wine C y, Metropolitan Lig-
uors and Purple Feet. There will be non-
alcoholic beverages available from each
purveyor and a cash bar for those who
prefer the grain to the grape, or soda, if

you’re so inclined.
“It’s one of the most popular ‘see and be
seen’ events,” said e Tomlinson,

Executive Director of The United. “Wine
enthusiasts and amateurs alike leam how
to choose a good wine, and also about
which wines are available at their favorite

restaurants. And, of course, everyone who
comes 1S § The United’s unique
services for the LGBT community.”

All are welcome, but tickets must be
obtained m advance. Tickets are $25, or
you may choose to be listed m The
United's “Evening With Friends™ program
for $100 as a proud sponsor of The
United. Tickets may be purchased in
Madison at Borders East and West,
Commumity Pharmacy, Home Environ-
ment, A Room Of One's Own and The
United. Or you can call The United at
?608) 255-8582 and charge by phone
Mastercard/Visa).

Sponsors of “An Evening With Friends"
mclude Pick N Save-Sun ie, Edison-
West Liquor Corporation, General Bever-
age Sales Company, Import, L’Eft Bank
Wine Co y, Metropolitan Liqguors

and Purple Feet.
And while you're cnjoyin your “Eve-
ning With Friends,” don’t forget to pick

up a nomination packet for The United’s

Sixth Annual Community Awards Ban-
ﬂ]uet to be held Fnday, July 17, 1998 at

e Madison Sheraton Hotel. Help The
United celebrate LGBT pride and accom-
plishments—nominate someone you ad-
mire,

California High
Court Says Boy
Scouts Can

Discriminate

Los Angeles—Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund (Lambda) deplored
March 23™’s California state Supreme
Court ruling which held that the state’s
ule_nw goes not reach aniig-(}daly g.tjcnnmls ina-

on by organizations like the couts
of America (BSA). i

Lambda, co-counsel in the case, “Curran
v. Mount Diablo Council of the Boy
Scouts of America,” emphasized that the
court made a narrow ruling that applies
only to California and does not stop ef-
forts against BSA's anti-Gay discrimina-
tion elsewhere in the country.

“Although the decision applies only to
California law, it is a shame &al even one
state tolerates blatant discrimination by an
important American institution,” said Jon
W. Davidson, supervising attomey for the
Lambda Western Regional Office in Los
Angeles. He argued the “Curran” case on
January 5, on behalf of the ACLU Foun-
datdon of Southem California which is
lead counsel.

“A Scout is Prejudiced,’ should not be
the thirteenth point of the Scout law,” Da-
vidson said.

Davidson added, “Discrimination by the
Boy Scouts is wrong, whether it be this
ruling banishing Gay people and religious
non-believers, or the organization’s past
racial segregation of troops and exclusion
of Japanese-American children after
World War IL”

In the Curran case, the California state
Supreme Court ruled that the BSA is not a
business establishment subject to the
state’s Civil Rights Act and can therefore
discriminate at will.

VOU ARE INVITED TO THE 4'I'H ANNUAL
WINE TASTING & JAZZ BENERT FOR THE UNTED

Fridav April 17 19986 7.00 pmAt00 p.m.

Obrich Botanical Gardens
5550 Ahwood Avenue, Tadison, Wi

Wine, Cas Bar,

TiseTs (N/A BEVS ANALABLE),

‘ HORS DT OUNRES,

52500 R.. | I_Il.} RES

. Lve Jazz sy
DONATION Jan Whesron: Thio
TKKETS TUST BE OBTANED IN AINVANGE, AND ARE AVALABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS"

(or camr Tre UNTID TO CHARGE BY PHONE):

Bomers Bookstore EAsT & WeT, Corrunmy Prarriacy, Hoce ENVRONENT,
A Roort of Ones Ownxe Toe Unro

SPONSORS
FosoneWest Licuor Comronarion. Gexerar Beverace Saces Corpany,
Cirear Hanvest Brean Cormny, Bieort, L'err Bans Wine Corpany,
Mmoot Liguors, Pios N Savie=Suw Prame, Purece Frer

For sore nroreianion, contvet Tie Unrm (GOB) 255-6502
M West Meran Sreer, Dlasson, W1 53703

wocany wil snr Tie Ui, ax aiey
sl THE DANE COUNTY. LDWAN, % BNXNUAL AND TRANSENIRD CORPRINTIN

Is anybody

else at this

treatment

center [SEY}?

Drugs and alcohol are the first problem ... The next problem is
finding a treatment center where you can safely be yourself and
talk about the things you need to.

Fortunately, Pride Institute, the nation’s leader in providing
addiction treatment for the gay, leshian, bisexual and transgender
communities, is located right here in the Twin Cities.

V¥ PRIDE
INSTITUTE

888-773-8910

Most insurance plans cover our programs.
Financial assistance may be available for those who qualify.

We Now Have Outpatient Programs in Uptown & St. Paul




Make A Promise Dinner In Milwaukee — March 21

Secretary of the Department of Administration Mark Bugher, ARCW's Doug Nelson and Bugher's wife
Carol at ARCW's Make 8 Promise Dinner and Silent Auction

State Rep. Tim Carpenter, (ID-Milwaukee) and Congressman Tom Barrett took time for perusing the Silent
Auction to pose for this picture.

Shopping for Bargains = A few of the large crowd of puests that bid on hundreds of items at the fabulous
Muke a Pronuse Dinner and Silent Auction

N TS anBg
"'“"flw] "‘""“-/Ir-u‘..«.

Raising Voices - The cast of “Voices" a special piece commissioned for the dinner takes a well deserved
bow after finishing its perfonnance,

Two of the nearly 1000 guests were obviously enjoying the evening.

March 26, 1998—April 8, 1998—WISCONSIN LIGHT—$§

BED & BREAKFAST
DIRECIORY

4072 Cherry Road

(CTH HH)
Sturgeon Bay
(Door County)

_ Wl 54235
C lxanhc/eer

GUEST HOUSE

i
51885 K
Allyn Mansion Inn
Twenty-three rooms of Victorian splender
like Grandmother never had. Ten fireplaces,
grand pianos, great food, great hosts. Eight
quest reoms, seven shared baths. National
Register property. A/C. Geneva Lakes area.

511 East Walworth Ave.
W{_ Delavan, WI 53115 » (414) 728- 9090_;’

Vit @aw

&a’*# ﬁ %-—Guear li'nuu-
GOT THE WINTER BLUES?

Take a mini-vacation! We're just a
short drive away! Relax and let
yourself be pampered at our Bed &
Breakfast. We're only minutes from
Stoughton, Edgerton & Cambridge
Antiques & Specialty Shops galore.

Call or write for our brochure.

608-877-9942

Amy & Vera

1437 County W * Stoughton, WI 53589
y

NEW IN-GROUND HEATED POOL
PLUS 4 NEW SUITES!

Locauted on 30 private acres in Door County,
All suites include: Double whirlpool, fireplace, private
bath, TV/VCR, Stereo, refrigeraror, A/C, balconies,

breakfast delivered to your room.

Bi Definition to
Discuss Sex-Positive
Issues at Next
Meetings

Milwaukee—Bi Definition, metro Mil- \
waukee's Bisexual social, support and ac-
tivist organization, will gather on Satur-
day, Apnl 4 and Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00
pam. to discuss sex-positive issues per-
taming to Bisexual identity at the BestD
Clinic, 1240 E. Brady Streel.

Meetings are held on the first Saturday
and third Tuesday of each month to dis-
cuss the current topic as well as to provide
time for support along the line of personal
issues. Numerous handouts, flyers, fact
sheets, books and newsletters are avail-
able as well.

I

A nominal cost of $15 for an annual
membership or $5 for a single event is
asked at the door. In cases of extreme fi-
nancial hardship, fees can be waived n
exchange for a donation of time served to
the group.

Bt Definition strives to have a diverse
membership, so a special invitation is ex-
tended to all vanous ethnicitics, ages,
abilities and orientations.

For further information, call Steve at
(414) 483-5046.

IMMEDIATE

OPENINGS!!
Please call or stop by

for a visit.

Rodney, Scbeel House
2815 Hauk Sﬁeef :Mad , WI 53704

Landscaped lawn
Q_uahty cabinetry & fixtures

Common area patio

Great location near bus Im s

Close to shopping, pharmacy &
library
Air conditioning Window treatments included

Washers & dryers in each unit Loads of storage

Off-street parking

Some pets are allowed

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Individual gardening is encouraged

Managed by Meridian Group, Inc.
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LGBT Youth To Hold National Day of

Silence on April 8

Charlottesville, VA—The National
Day of Silence, the largest national (US)
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
(LGBT) awareness event run by and for
youth, will take place on April 8, 1998.
Already more than 100 high schools, col-
leges and universities have signed on to

partlmga;t;.

Univermiy of Vitgia i Apel 1996 d
versity of Vir; in an

has since spread nationwide.

On the National Day of Silence, sup-
porters of LGBT 1 take a nine-hour
vow of silence (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM) to
draw attention to the silence that homo-
phobia causes.

Instead of speaking, partici hand

out card.s} that read: “1’_l¢=:asec‘da : d my
reasons for not speaking today. I support
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and )i'ransgmdcr

rights. People who are silent today be-
lieve that laws and attitudes should be m-
clusive of people of all sexual orienta-

2000 Bid Committee
to Host Easter Bowl

Fundraiser

Milwaukee—The Milwaukee 2900{] Bid
Committee will be sponsoring a 9 pmn {a
bowling tournament on A% 11, 1998.
This is a fundraiser for the Committee’s

to brng the Intemational Gay
owling Organization (IGBO) annual
tournament to Milwaukee i the {:a:
2000. Milwaukee is currently in the bid-
ding process, com g with three other
cities, Atlanta, Columbus and Denver, for
the first tournament of the new millentum.

Join the Bid Committee for a fun-filled
aftemoon of 9 pin tap bowling at AMF-
Bolwero Lanes at 17" and Burleigh in
Wauwatosa. Bowling begins at 2:00 p.m.
and the cost per person is $15. There will
be cash prizes for the toumament, an
Easter bonnett contest, raffle prizes and
much more. So, sign up individually or
with friends to help support the Bid

Committee’s quest to bring the touma-
ment back to the city of its origin—Mil-
waukee!

For more information or to register, call
Bob at (414) 482-1964.

tions, The Day of Silence is to draw at-
tmﬁ:r:rtgd, those who hwemb;en silenced
{ about the voices you are not hear-
ing. What can you do to end the silence?”
the silence hours, organizers hold
events to further educate le about
homophobia and other LGBT issues.

The National Day of Silence is organ-
ized by a volunteer staff of full ime stu-
dents. Jessie Gilliam and Maria Pulzetti,
co-chairs of the event, are featured in the
“Profile in Courage” in the March issue of
Oasis ine (www oasismag.com).

2 They have also beenYi(z)ll\Iulhted toa as
eynote speakers at Pride Day in
Washington, D.C. on April 18.

National Day of Silence Co-chair Mana
Pulzetti comments, “I have watched this
event grow from a first-time event at a
conservative university to a national and
even intemational movement of youth
working to end homophobia.  The
strength of this event lies in the fact that it
fills a real need for solidarity among

concemed about LGBT rights. The
National Day of Silence is the only na-
tional event ted and organized by
youth. The collective statement we make
1s staggering.”

The National Day of Silence has re-
ceived organizational endorsements from
the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Net-
work (GLSEN), Universal Fellowship of
Wﬁtm Communi Churches
( CCK;] Advocates for Youth, !Out-
Proud!, And Justice for All, and Youth

If you or someone you know attends a
school, college, or youth group and would
like to participate in the National Day of
Silence, please contact your regional co-
ordinator (see web page:

http/www/south-guard org ndos
or send e-mail inquiries to:

mkpona unix mail virginia.cdu
Maria Katherine Pulzetti
University of Virginia
mhkpon ¢ unix. matl virgini edu
hll‘w’f\.\. ww vouth-guard org/ndos

¢ solemnly vow that there should
ne\rei:'a be glnoﬂler m’ghts of emrlfv[:lie until
we have the same i ev ere on
this green Earth” -Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, 1881

Poll Says Solid Majority Extends Non-
Discrimination to Gays and Lesbians

Washington, DC-By a margin of more
than two to one, a solid majority of
American voters oppose repealing state
laws that protect Gays and Lesbians from
job discrimimation, according to a bigani-
san poll released Tuesday, March 17, by
the Human Rights Campaign (HRC).

The survey found 59 percent of U.S.
voters se¢ repealing these laws, in-
cluding 35 percent who strongly
I them. Just under one m(;glp:OSf
24 percent — favor repealing such state

laws.

Majority opposition to repealing state

antg-&isut%‘tninaﬁon laws extends to eve

on of the country, the survey found.

ore than two-thirds of Westem voters

(68 percent) and nearly two-thirds of vot-
ers m the Northeast (65 percent) oppose
repealing such laws, mcluding 44 percent
i both of these regions who strongly op-
pose repeal. Even a majority of Southem
voters — 51 percent — and North Central
voters --56 percent — oppose repealing
sta_[t_g anti-discrimination lcaws.

¢ Human Ri ampaign draws
two clear ounclus% ﬁ'ompggm poll re-
sults, according to David M. Smith,
HRC's senior strategist.

"The first is that last month's re§a.l of
the statewide anti-discrimination law in
Maine was a fluke caused by factors in-
cluding low voter turnout, a sindglc—issw:
ballot m the middle of winter and a disin-

genuous cu:?a.lgu by religious political
extremists,” Smith said. e scpcgud is

gaplmbymemcmmn to
Mame as a m t

other states is bound to ﬁlgl." R o
_The polisters—Celinda Lake of Lake So-

sin Snell P & Associates, a Demo-
cratic firm, and Linda DiVall of American
Viewpoint, a Republican company--

ct that over time, Americans’ Tt

or non-discrimination laws is only likely
to grow because younger voters are more
likely to oppose repeal than older.

Among registered voters under age 35,
70 percent oppose repeal, according to the
survey. Among voters over 35 years old,
54 percent oppose. Younger women are
most strongly opposed to repeal, with 45
perce;s;td of women under age 40 strongly

gurvey results are based on a national
random sample of 1,010 American adults
who were interviewed from March 4-8,
1998, including a subset of 788 registered
voters. The ma.rgm of error for the entire
sample was +/- 3.1 percent; for registered
voters, it was +/- 3.5 percent.

Ten states currently include sexual ori-
entation in their non-discrimmation laws:
California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Massa-
chusetts, Mi New Hampshire,
New Jersey, Rhode Island, Vermont and
Wisconsin. Federal law and the civil
rights laws of the remaining states do not

et protect Americans from discrimination

sed on sexual orientation.

HIV Tests Drop After Anonymous Testing Ends
Durham, NC-AP-The number of people seeking HIV tests in Durham County
dropped in the four months after the state ended anonymous testing at health depart-

ments in North Carolina.

Durham County has the highest rate of AIDS among the state's 10 most populated

counties.
Twenty-three percent fewer
testing ended in May com _
Anonymous tests were replaced with

dress. The

testing, no identifying information was
% Levine, the state health
draw definite conclusions.

le were tested in the four months after anonymous
to the four months before that.
confidential

tests, which require a name and ad-

person's identity is protected by federal and state laws. Under anonymous
director, said four months was not enough time to

““There will be individual dips and peaks by months," said Levine, who pushed to

end anonymous testing.
It will be 18 months
change, he said.

to two years before HIV-testing data reveal the impact of the

specialists.

Medicare and

Pride and Solutions is the nation’s leading
provider of mental health and addictions treatment
to the lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. We're
also HIV/AIDS-related stress, depression and grief

From coast to coast, our centers offer a safe,
personalized, professional and tranquil atmosphere
to address the issues that effect your life.

Whether it's the company you keep, the behaviors
you've adopted or the overwhelming sense of
helplessness — we have the solutions.

Better times could be just a phone call away.

Call Us Today
1-800-DIAL-GAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

Most Insurance Accepted

PRIDE INSTITUTE
AT SOLUTIONS

They Were the Best of Friends
[t Was the Worst of Times

Los Angeles
(three facilities)

New York Area
Washington, D.C.

Pride Institute at Solutions




March 26, 1998—April 8, 1998 —WISCONSIN LIGHT—S8

The Ex Files: A Former Follower Sheds the

Light on Ex-Gay Minis

e

Thivd of :
A Three Dart Series Bt

Editor’s Note: In this issue we
conclude our three-part series on the ex-
Gay ministries written by award-winning
Journalist Kyle Young.

By Kyle Young
Part 111
Gays are Great
as Long as They Chmﬁier

Michael Newman (executive director of
Chnstian Coalition for Reconciliation)
says that promoting ex-Gay ministries is
God’s will. He views himself as bridging
a gap between the Gay community and the
church.

Through numerous speaking engaﬁe
ments and Christian radio appearances, he
encourages the church to welcome Gays,
as long as they are working toward
recovery. He says conservative
Christians are mistaken when they label
homosexuality as the worst sin—"A sin is
a sin is a sm"—but he’s dedicated his
life’s work to imradiating this particular
Sin.

“Our understanding of scripture is that
homosexuality is a s, not in accordance
with God’s " says Newman. “That
MEans se. activity in a relati ip, on
a one-night stand or whatever, all of those
are outside the standard we see in the
Bible. In the Bible, the plan has been the
committed, mon ous relati
between male and female recognized by
the church, and anything outside of that 1s
not according to the plan.”

Marry a Women?
Well, Not Just Yet

Newman, who now views himself as
heterosexual, says his homosexual urges
are no longer “that horrible thing that’s
mtensive.” He has dated women and
hopes to marry, although he thinks God
may be holding off that possibility in
order to allow him more flexibility to
travel to seminars and g
engagements for Exodus.

Newman aw;ids the claim {hattlﬁf cu;
change people’s orientation 0
counseling and group work. He says that
he is “a resource for people who are
stmgg]jn‘ﬁawi_[h‘homosem'y and are
feelmg that it is mconstant with their
value system.”

Cnitics of the ex-Gay movement say that
leading people toward celibacy is not the
same thing as changing people's
ornentation.

In the early ‘80s, Exodus founders Mike
Bussee and Gary Cooper announced that
their orimtauﬂad not changed. The two
became a couple, as well as a thom in the
side of Exodus Ministnes.

Exodus Intemational spokesman John
Paulk said that in the 21-year history of
the organization, they have not come to a
definitive  statemeni about what they
consider success to be.

“That’s something Exodus at large is
wrestling with,” said Paulk. “In the next
couple of l%fcars we want to develop a

orm definition for what we consider to
be change.” Paulk, a former drag queen
married to a Lesbian, is quick to add that
he feels the goal should be
heterosexuality, not just celibacy,

“At the onset, Exodus did not know
whether orientation change was even
possible,” says Paulk. “But what we've
seen 1n the latter 10 years is that more and
mtial“lean and morde ple—their orientation
I8¢ and they are marrying”

He acﬁi’éﬁ that marmage, i itself, doesn’t
necessarily mean a ¢ in sexual
orientation for the Gay mdividual. In
Houston, Newman says that many of his
clients “move out of homosexuality.”

"My success rate is hidden because
many of them don’t desire to be public
i}pcaiers or do public testimony,” says

ewman. “Theyre quictly moving on
with their lives, getting married, having
kids, family, active m their churches
because they've mainstreamed into the
wgcl}ﬂ'“ Upch

g2 urch, an ex-ex-Gay, says that
ex-Gay groups do not have the ahi%ty to

tries.

tum Gay people straight.

1 kngwthicouldn’;m e, and I know I

ve it good college try,” sa
urch. “I know a lot of other e
have tried too, and I know that the

ﬁgg’ty of people who have tried have

Upchurch does not discount that some
Exodus participants report a change in
sexual orientation.

“Sure, there are some people out there
who say that they’ve been cured,” he says.
“Either they’re greatly in denial and they
are living a life to satisfy the perceived

demands of a harsh God or they are
bisexual, which is a rare possibility, or
that they were really never in the first

lace. There are a lot of people in ex-Gay
. who were molested and therefore
mtshey‘re Gay.” _ _
Nerman says it is mamstrean science
that is misl by promoting a possible
genetic basis for homosexuality.
Gays Have Existed
for Only 20 Years
“I am constantly frustrated that the
average person on the street believes that
homosexuality is normal because they've
heard that it's normal,” says Newman. “I
have not come to the conclusion by

reading the hllfomaliuu ~ that
[homosexuality  is unequivocally
genetically, biologically, homonally

determined. There’s 2,000 or so years of
recorded history. It's all been in the last
20 years that all of a sudden
homosexuality is considered an alternative
or something. To me the burden of proof
is on the part of people saying that it 18 the
nom.”

Newman, however, is eager to believe
the work of a handful of Christian
theorists who label any form of
oot s Sy

olo c says that ex-
ay mmi’s?nes have a “narrow-minded
" They arc s galy s they accus o

= are as as they accuse others
of being of using simplistic models to
ﬂcplnm everyone's a ons,”  says

cLauglin.

Newman admits that he only gives
credence to “scientific findmgs that are in
accordance with God’s words.” He says
he would “hold to God's word” if

with studies that are “blatantly
m sition” to his ideas.

It is possible that a small segment of

cople who've had sexual experiences
wﬂ someone of the same sex may be
inherently heterosexual, according to
McLaughn. In those cases, he says life
gﬁeﬁeﬂce may have drawn them into a

ifferent adaptation. He says it is also
possible that because of psychosexual
developmental issues, such as molestation
durmg childhood, these individuals “may
be acting out some pathological
adal.pauun same-sex behaviors.”

“For those individuals, it may well be
that some course of counseling or self-
exploration or even clerical counseling
would be {t:]llpﬁxl in their self-discovery of
who they truly are in a healthy way,” says
McLauglin, “and I would say a similar
model to that are people who are
inherently homosexual, who either
because of life ience or as a result of
early childhood psychosexual
developmental issues are drawn into
heterosexual ndalg:;uns as part of their
pathological de agamst their true

Newman says that mental health
professionals are misguided when they
allow the idea that it is possible to be
inherently homosexual. He urges clients
to ignore studies that  present
homosexuality as normal.

“Unfortunately, AIDS, in many cases, is
a consequence of unhealthy behaviors,
sexual promiscuity or drug abuse,” says
Newman. “So even if science says it’'s
OK, there’s this factor. So go ahead and
kill yourself with unhealthy, mappropriate
behavior?”

The idea that the “Gay lifestyle” is
dangerous has been promoted by many
conservative churches. McLaughn sa
the AIDS epidemic has been a pow

sales tool for the ex-Gay movement. He

says that Gay men and Lesbians who've
never experienced  affirming, positive
same-sex relationships often have only
engaged i sexual contacts that are
otherwise. “Since those are,
mcidences, hi
of these people
adaptation,” says McLa :

€ says it 15 natural, then, for some to

a way out.

“They're moving ito an ex-Gay
ministerial program as a way out as
opposed to secing that another way out is
legitimacy of balanced, egalitarian,

-risk circumstances, a lot

in many o
are scared by their own S

consensual i ips with other same-
sex adults” says McLaughlin. “That
hasn’t been presented to them as a viable
option in the settings where they’ve been
exposed, which is in churches, in schools,
intht:irfﬂmilietmrmlhepumar:,r(l:ultntwrii

McLauglin _says most e 0

chex-Gayylsninisu-ies ve tried to

their sexuality on their own for
years. He says this may make it difficult
for the individual to clearly see who has
his or her best mterest at heart.

“At no time is it pa:ﬂmcuhﬂy useg;lnsllo
NATTOW sources of support to a single
view,bc}ggsewhat 're dealing with is
a very complex phenomena— that is,
what it is that makes‘ynu human, and
particularly that piece of you that is your
sexuality,” says McLauglm. “So, I would
suggest talking to a variety of people, and
see who y seems attenfive to you

rsonally, as opposed to appearing to
orce their own agenda onto you.”

Upchurch h his Web site will deter

some people taking the path he
chose. The ex-Gay movement has a

ing visibility on the Net. like
E:Udus, which has 85 affiliated chapters

in North America, now have Web pages.
One click on the Exodus Web site gives
a world of links including Aberrant
gte’}‘mality m the Bible, thH:mgsdgtx’lls’mhty né
America: Exposing an
Masturbation and the Bible. g
The mformation paints homosexuality
as a life of sadness and sexual promiscuity
often leading to disease. The causes of
depression m homosexuals stem less from
societal ession and more from
e e el oty
bottom li i y iS a Sin. )
“To them being Gay means sex with
men,” says Upchurch. “ It doesn’t mean a
relal:icmﬁp necessarily. It really doesn’t
mean someone you can care for and be
inigimate with. It really just means the act
of sex.”
The ex-Gay Web sites make numerous
references to a few Bible verses which the
roups  say prove God’s disdain of
omosexuaﬁly. _
“Homosexuals will never be able to live
a ‘good life’ and go to heaven, in their
eyes,” says Upchurch. “It is unnaturally
enlarged as a focus in their mind, and
what happens is that as they focus on it
and it is so big, they can’t get around it.
They can’t see that that is not a big deal.”
Upchurch says that misinformation on
an ex-Gay th site can be %%mg
to Christians who are struggling wi eir
“When you hear homosexuality can be
cured, most don’t really care how,
they just want the cure,” says Upchurch.
i t I want to dgi is make sure peopalﬁ
understand what these groups are
about, what they do, and ungrsumd the
reality is that most people who go to these
groups end up coming out on the other
side either more integrated with their
sexuality and more accepting of it, or they

end up in these groups for a v long
time and their orentation doesn’t
change.”

The Ex.Ex Web site will include

stories from former ex-Gays.
Upchurch also plans to E:mde statistical
ormation  about odus  groups
provided by Ron Brasgalla, an active
member in the E lical Lutheran
Church. Brasgalla tallied how many
Exodus affiliates have folded since the
or on’s inception,
hurch says that most ex-Ga S
fail because the leadership ‘Ezﬁ mnto
immorality.”

“It 1s typically not the result of, Oh, let’s
not do this anymore,” says Upchurch.
“It’s typically that there was a problem.”

Brasgalla, a Gay man who lives in
Signal Hill, California, started researching

wr -

| waterfalls and craggy summits, as
Matterhorn looms above. =
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Exodus = several years ago using
newsletters and documents. Studying 19
sa overwhelming maj

ofExodnsgam o don’t last.

By early 1995, Exodus had started 210
diﬁ%rem cies around the t
since its incepti y 63 cies
remained. From the begi of Exodus
m 1996 through February of 1995, 70
percent of their agencies folded.

“I am the vice chaimman of the board,
and that’s not an accurate statistic,” says
Exodus s Paulk. “We don’t
really track what ministries fail . . .
usuaﬁy about every year, maybe two to
three agencies. Usually, it’s for family
reasons that the director will decide that
he no longer wants to keep the agency
ﬂg, but honestly it is usually no more

two or three a year.”

But Brasgalla grins when he hears that
Exodus r his findings. ;

“When 1 first wrote it, I didn’t realize
that 1 was the first pesson who had done
such an m expose of them.,” says
Brasgalla. “This showed the failure of
them as a up. We know about the
individual fai which is hard to
document, but what 1 Thave is
documentable.” :

It is the type of information Upchurch
wishes he 10 ago before he
entered his first Exodus meetng.

Today, Upchurch and his partner, Tyler
Reeves, are active on the Houston PFLAG
board. His parents are co-presidents of the
organization.

“The interesting thing that haj to
me is that for 12 years of my life I'd been
blaming my ‘bad relationship with my
father’ for my homose ) says
Upchurch. “As soon as I told my folks and
accepted my hmnosexm&. my
relationship with my parents totally did a
180-de tum. Not only did they accept
me care for me love me, but I
have the best time with my folks. I really
have fin with them.” y

He says the experience with ex-Gay
groups an affect on his
conservative Christian world view.

“I don’t know that I can even say I'm a
Christian,” says Upchurch. “The word has
such a dirty meaning to me now, and
that’s unfortunate. I consider myself to
have a very spiritual relationship with
God, whomever or whatever that is, and 1
consider myself to be a who is
caring to those around me. | love others in
any way I can.” .

Maybe through the creation of the Web
site, urch has fulfilled his teenage
dream. In a sense, he has finally found his
ministry. How to rea Ex.Ex:
htip://members.aol com/exexGay  email:

exexGay @ aol com.
Editor’s Note: The author is the winner
§f the top Vice Versa Award, the Randy
hilts Award )//’or QOutstanding
Achievement in the Vice Versa Awards.
“The Ex-Files” is an outstanding piece of
Journalism, exploring the topic of ex-Gay
ministries. eﬁe above article first
eared Outsmart  Magazine

ouston),

o e A TN

in

YOUR OLD HOUSE DESERVES BETTER
Whether it's matching a moulding,
plastering a room, rebuilding your porch or
stripping your paint. YOUR OLD HOUSE
deserves better workmanship. I've got the
awards and references you and
YOUR OLD HOUSE WILL LOVE.
M. J. May Building Restoration

1-800-954-8822

Free Estimares

Explore high alpine meadows, alive with
wildflowers. Wander past mountain
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DIRECTORY

TECH SUPPORT

A winpows 95 #
INTERNET ¥ UPGRADES

Quick, affordable computer
technical support.

NEAL BRENARD

319-0081

www.execpc.com/ ~nbrenard

N

S 42

Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist
Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

414 . 332 . 3331

\_ 2

Call me for all your insurance needs

N
Iy AMERICAN FAMILY
AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ©

DORI A. PANTHOFER

THE PANTHOFER AGENCY

626 East Ogden Avenue

Milwaukee, Wi 53202-2604

Off (414) 277-7772 » Fax (414) 277-1088

Isthmus Psychotherapy

' and Psychiatry

Comprehensive mental health services—responsive
to the concerns of women, gays and lesbians.
Maureen A. Leahy, MD

Tamar Zick, MA

Chris Hall, MSSW, CICSW

Laurie A. Frost, PhD

229 South Bedford Street, Madison, WI 53703
(608) 256-6570

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH

BUSINESS INSURANCE
David Matta
BWO Insurance Group, LLC
Office: (414) 768-8100
Fax: (414) 768-8110

Rose Kleman, MS
Psychotherapist

The Landmark Building

* Sexual Orientation 316 N. Milwaukee St.

* Trauma Issues Suite 302

* Depression Miheaukee, WI 53202

» Insurance or Sliding Fee (414) 276-5266
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Financial Planning

Estate Planning Essentials For Gays and Lesbians

By Carol L. Busche, CFP

It's never pleasant to think about what
will h if you die or become mca-
pacitatﬁ. But for Gays and Lesbians,
proper estate planning is especially criti-
cal if events are to unfold the way you'd

waEm should the m}ﬂ].inlkablc uccilrlr, h
state planning involves specifying how
your assets will be organized and d%su:ib—
uted upon your death or when you are no

longer able to care for yourself,

assets.) If you have no children, your par-
ents would receive all of your estate. If
your parents are not alive, your brothers
and sisters would be next m line, If you
have no siblings, the state would then look
for other blood relatives such as ar-
ents, uncles, aunts or cousins. If no blood
relatives were found, the state would get
everything.

Did you notice who is missing from this
scenario?

No matter how long you've been i a
relationship, if you're a Gay man or a
Lesbian your er has no automatic
right to receive anar part of your estate.
Your lpeu'mer would mherit anything the
two of you owned jointly--as long as the
ownership designation is set up properly--
and any assets where he or she is listed as
a beneficiary such as life insurance and

Bl | your IRA.

Carol L, Busche CFP

If you don't make these plans while
you're alive, the state where you live will
do it for you. It's called dying "inestate,"
or without a will-the state makes a "will"
for you without your consultation.

If’;rou're Gay or Lesbian, here's a poten-
tial scenario of how your state might han-
dle your assets if you have not made an
estate plan. ; =i

If you have children, they'd mhent eve-
rything. (If the children are minors, the
probate judge would appoint someone to
manage the money for them; that person
woultf be entitled to be paid out of your

No Health Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers
Too Littie? Want Economical Counseling?

Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D
Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counselor

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT:
2266 N, Prospect Ave,, Ste. 206, Milw., W1 53202

(414) 272-2427

135 N. Greenleaf Ave., Ste, 315
Gumnee, IL 60031 |Six Fiags Areal

Everything else--including such items as
fumiture and jewelry--would be divided
up as the state saw fit.

And there's more. Without pr estate
planning, your relatives would get to
choose your medical care if you were in-
capacitated and be able to decide your fu-
neral anange;nmtsutiour partner would
have no legal say in these highly personal
decisions.

No matter how good a relationship you
think your partner has with your v
today, the only way to make sure your
partner can legally decide vital issues
about your life and death is to spell it out
in your estate plan.

With proper estate planning, you can
help ensure that your Ewed ones will re-
ceive the consideration, respect and sup-
port they deserve when you can no longer
provide for them. Before you act, seek
the help of a financial advisor who can
help you decide what will work best for
you and your partner.

Editor’s Note: Carol L. Busche, CFP is
the Senior Financial Advisor American
Express Financial Advisors Inc., located
at 1110 N. Old World Third Street, Suite
218, Milwaukee, WI 53203; Phone (414)-
224-1430; Fax (414)-224-1680. We wel-
come her as a regular columnist in Wis-
consin Light.

C. Michael Johnson (414) 454-0584

CMJ PROPERTY MANAGERS
AND REAL ESTATE SALES

Homes/Duplex
Condos

Apartments
Investment Property

P.O. Box 71182
Milwaukee, W1 53211

Carol L Busche, CFP

Senior Finantal Advisar

Busche, Lukovich & Associates

A dvineon ol Amarican Eapress Financal Agwvesprs Inc
105 Lot Irmurinhce Compaaity

Suite 218

Riverfront Plaza

1110 North 01d Wrid Third Streen
Milwaukes, Wisconsin 53203

Bus: 414224 1430 Fax: 414.224 1580
Bus 898.900.1118

Financial
Advisors

OUTSTANDING
Jack H. Smith

Associate Vice President
8.5 Million Dollars in Sales in

1997

Buying or Selling...Your Real Estate Broker
should be professional, understanding, and
ACCESSIBLE.

Call Jack now!

Northshore Office A414 962-4413
ADirect: 961-8314 Ext. 199
AHome/Voice mail: 224-1452
Awww.jackhsmith.com
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UH,... POISON T0 KILL BUGS WITH. SHE JUST

WELL, RAFF], CAPTIAL-
B 154 15 A WY Fop RICH
FEOPLE T KEEP GETTING
RICHER, NO MATTER
\WHAT THE COST, TAKE

MIGRANT

A RICH MAN PAYS UNLIVABLE WAGES To
WORKERS T PLANT CAULIFLOWERS

CAPITALISM JUST WANTS THE MAN T GET
RICHER, 50 IT INvENTS FoOP IRRADI-
ATION,, WHic{ VITAMNS AND
CREATES OGENIC. CHEMICALS,
BUT 1T MAKES THE CAULIFLOWERS
IONGER, 50 THE MAMRKES MORE MONEY,

THEN CAPITALISM RWDS A WaY To
GENETICALEY ALTER
FLOWER

New Survey of LGBT Youth Shows Young

People Coming Out Earlier Than Ever

New York, NY-!OutProud!, Thc‘Na-
tional Coalition for Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual and Transgender Youth and Oasis
Magazine have announced the publica-
tion of the results of the first-ever survey
of Queer and questioning youth on the
Internet. A swmnary report of responses
from the survey, which included more
than 150 questions and ran from August
15 through October 31, 1997, is now
available to the public on the World Wide
Web. The results can be viewed online or
downloaded as a 60-page report at
WWW.0asisinag com/survey/

Early in 1997 !OutProud! and Oasis
embarked on this ambitious project with
the goal of understanding more about the

queer youth communities they serve. The
result was a survey which explored a wide
range of issues m the lives of Queer
youth: school, coming out, sexual activity
and health, the role of the media in form-
ing self-image, harassment and suicide,
religion and spirituality, community, rela-
tionships, and the future.

More than 2,000 youth - the youngest
ten years old - 1 ded. The average re-
spondent was 18 years old; 78% of all re-
spondents were male, 21% female, and
1% Transgendered or other. ‘

A few key findings of the survey in-
clude: :

- The typical respondent first realized
that they might be queer at 12 years of

Minneapolis’ Gay Nineties Bar Mixes Gays
and Straights and Some Gays Don’t Like It

Minneapolis, MN—This is the rhythm
of two cultures keeping a curious distance,
at times clashing, at tmes chatting, but
never quite embracing., .

It takes place almost every Friday and
Saturday night at the Gay 90's, the Twin
Caties's most recognized Gay nightspot. It
unfolds like clockwork. Just sit on a bar
stool and watch.

Friday, shortly after 8:00 p.m.

From ﬁlcnpcrch along the massive bar on
the main floor where the male strippers
will perform later, the dinner hour is in
full swing. Nearly 100 baby-boom men
laugh and talk.

There 15 an intimacy here, of the private
club sort. No matter that a handful of
women dot the crowd. All around are
Ic]ucs to who lays claim to this cavemous
air.

But the certamty that this is a Gay men's
nightclub erodes with every tick of the
clock.

About E:l:l[lrmn er-lo-nine, a couple arrives
whose diffetence 1s apparent. She:
makeup picture perfect, dress disco-snug.
He: skin heavily cologned, smt freshly
pressed. Their gaze says they belong to
cach other. A man eating er gives
them a long once-over.

By 9:30 p.m. straight couples are pour-
ing m. A pmk-sweatered woman already a
couple of sheets to the wind is stuffing a
$1 K’ll] mto a dancer’s red G-string on the
sm';f bar.

“Ilike it the way it used to be,” says one
man as he watches the display of skan and
lust. At 10:15 p.m., he becomes one of the
last of the regulars to leave. !

The Gay 90s, a bastion of Gay nightlife
for the past 20 years, has become a forum
for a peculiar movement between Gays
and straights. The crowd on weekend
nights is split 50-50 between the groups.

Two lawsuits were filed against the club
alleging straight men and women were
dented admittance or received poor serv-
1ce once mside because they are straight.
The club's owner denied it. The suits were
settled on March 14, afier voluntary me-
diation.

"It was the kind of case that was really
begging for the parties to sit down and just

ut some semblance of reason on it," said

'g_nothy Hickman, attomey for the plain-
fails.

The club's owner had denied the claims
but apologized and agreed to uphold the
bar's policy allowing admittance regard-
less of sexual orientation,

As part of the agreement, both sides are
making a joint contribution to Camp
Heartland, a Wisconsin summer retreat for
children with AIDS.

The settlement aside, the issue of cul-
tural assimilation always has been vexing,
What happens when a group wants to

maintain its culture but also wants mam-
stream acceptance? How is that balance
reached in light of state human rights laws
that bar discrimination against people of
any sexual orientation? And what happens
when people act on their desire to see how
the other group lives?

“It's like now you (straights) have an
opportunity to immerse yourself in this
freaky culture at the 90's," says Ken Dar-
ling, a Gay columnist who has been one of
the loudest opponents. "I don't think it's
worth winning back. It's been made clear
that we're not welcome."

Drag performer Miss Camille Collins
warms up the crowd. Everybody knows he
is a she. That's why they're here.

"“Are you boys straight?" she asks three
men seated to her night.

The men nod coolly, unruffled by the
question,

I know the Gay community gets upset
because this is a Gay club, and I know
some don't like straight people here. I can
appreciate that," says Troy Smith, 22,
""But, hey, it's a cool place. 1 don't know if
the owner wants straight people to come
m, in a way to promote understanding, or
whether he's trying to make a buck. But
it's a fun place.’

T'hro_u,g]pmul the 1980s and 1990s, Gay
liberation was in the spotlight and many
prominent pop culture images were Gay,
'{l;omWnng Foo, The Birdcage and Ru-

aul.

As “'we see more and more straights
going to Gay dance clubs, it's a sign of ac-
ceptance and interest m Gay culture,
where just 20 or 30 years ago il was a very
underground phenomenon that was men-
tally associated with the criminal under-
ground, sexual violence and danger," says
George Chauncy, a history professor at
the University of Chicago, and author of
Gay New York.

Steve Abrams is a co-owner of Rumba,
a restaurant in Chicago's primarily Gay
Boystown district that features nightly
drag performances. His customer base is
mostly heterosexual.

" All we as Gay men and women wanted
was to be accepted,” Abrams says. *"Now
we seem to be doi.n% the same thing that
was done to wus. It's a sort of self-
segregation that just doesn't make sense to
me.

Stephen Cooper, a lawyer and former
state human nghits ent director,
says shared space is simply the down side
of progress.

“"What's gomg on here is a sexual-
orientation litmus test," Coo says.
“"How do you simultaneously aﬁw peo-
ple to feel, "We're a of the whole,' but
also feel "We're pa}:ai:tf a subset? It's a
complex on that nobody’s ever go-
mg to get the answer to."

THE CAUL-

GENETICALLY-MUTATED

ERS ARINYT GOOD FOR You
CAN SUE THEM FOR STILL
MONEY !

AT IAST, THE MAN 15 50 RICH AND
POWERFL THAT IF NYONE. SUGGESTS
HI§ PESTICIDE-RIDDEN, IRRADIATE D,

'S CAPHALISM.
Ay

age, but it t)?)ica]]y took them another
three years before they accepted their on-
entation.

- Youth are coming out earlier than ever,
telling their friends or family for the first
time at 16 years old, on average; typically,
they tell their best friend first and the re-
sponse is overwhelmingly positive. 75%
of all respondents have come out to at
least one -

- Youth are becoming sexually active at
earlier ages, with the typical Queer teen
r?nrting their first sexual experience at
14 years of age. Although they believe
that they are adequately mformed on is-
sues of safer sex, a significant number re-
port that they have had, or would have,
unprotected oral or anal sex.

- More than half of all boys and girls re-
sponding to the survey indicate that they
want to marry someone of the same gen-
der, and even more say that they want to
have children of their own.

- 10% of the gueer youth watching the
Coming Out episode of Ellen gained the
courage, from watching the show, to come
out for the first time. This finding pro-
vided the basis for the laumching of the
new  Save Ellen campaign  at

://www.oasismag.com/save-ellen/,
hevging tect this valuable resource.

ith the results of this survey, there is
now data that Epomls exactly what it is
that must be done to better advocate for
the needs of queer and questioning youth
and to provide them with it. .

Never before have we had such a win-
dow into the lives of Queer and question-
ing youth, said Chﬂstmgglrler Ex-
ecutive Director of ! oud! Thousands
of youth across the country - Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual and Transgender - rte-
sponded, typically spending 30 minutes to
tell us more about themselves in ways that
help us understand, for the first time, who
they are, how they live, and of what they
hqﬂ;:land dream.

is survey was undertaken with such
goals as providing information to com-
munity service organizations for use in
their outreach efforts, to social service
agencies tﬂmﬂdmg services to at-risk
youth, to those organizing T youth in
the comnmumity and at school, and to those
who set government policy, so that they
may be accuratel ormed about the is-
sues these yo face, and the needs
which must be met. The survey was
unique in its ability to reach in-the-closet
youth; one of the most invisible of all mi-
norities.

The survey took approximately thirty
minutes to complete, and was delivered
electronically via a special Web site.

ANONYMOUS HIV

ANTIBODY TESTS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
6-8:30 pm

BESTD MEN'S CLINIC
STD Diagnosis & Treatment
Tuesdays 6-8:30 pm * Walk-In

BESTD WOMEN'S CLINIC
Ist and 3rd Thursday (Monthly)
6-8:30 pm * Walk -In

SUPPORT GROUPS
For Gay HIV+ Men and Their Partners

HIV EARLY
INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Call for information

EST

CeLelsNeleC
1240 East Brady Street

414-272-2144
Call for information and appointments
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You can hear us
in SE Wisconsin!
Tune In Weekdays
from 7-9am
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Need Info?

1-888-WE-ARE-GAY
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Politically Speaking

Letters I Wish I’d Written

By Bill Meunier
Do you get behind in your correspon-
dence like I sometimes do? Well I have
been so busy lately that 1 decided to kill
birds with one stone and use this space to
write some letters that I should have sent
out weeks ago,

* *
Kenneth Starr
Office of the Inquistion
Washington
Dear Ken,

I am writing to let you know that I cate-
orically deny any and all rumors that 1
d sex with President Clinton in the Oval
Office, and even if you call me to testify
before the Grand Jury, I will continue to
deny these scurrilous charges.

Yes, I know those phone logs showing
all those late night calls from the Presi-
dent (or my Big Bubba as I call him) may
look suspicious to you, but actually he
only called to say hi and to ask me about
what he should about the Bosnia situation.
Yes that's the ticket. All those calls were
to seck my advice about Bosnia.

You need not bother questioning the Se-
cret Service about this either, because
gon_e of them were around when we didn't

o it.

I also deny the rumor that I had sex with
Al Gore in his office. Now I know that
we were alone together for quite a while
glclr:‘mllic tlhan cgiae occasion, 1;.11 there is a

ectly logical explanation for it.

Mr. Gore (or Really Big Al as I like to
call him) was just giving me some um er
ah, Macarena lessons. Yes that's what it
was Macarena lessons. Mr. Gore can be
quite limber when he wants to be.

So as you can see there is absolutely no
reason to call me to testify since it was all
so perfectly innocent,

t includes the $100,000 that myste-
riously appeared on my door step the
other day with the note "Thanks for eve-
rything. A Democratic Friend." I am sure
someone was just trying to thank me for
my consistent 1t of democracies
around the world. It was just a nice little
gesture, that's all there is to it.

Nothing you say or do can shake me up
or force me to tell the searing truth, I
mean get me to deviate from my story. Of
course you counld n?r to make me crack
undle(r pressure, but I don't think it would
work.

I do feel especially pressured when 1 am
in elegant hotel rooms near Du Pont circle
after having been suitably wined and
dined. Of course the longer I am there the
more pressure I seem to feel. 3

So if you were to fly me Washington
DC put me up in a nice hotel near Colum-
bus Circle and provide me with a very
handsome Gay attorney who has an affin-
ity for Midwestem Gay political colum-
msts, I might feel some pressure to tell
you about that late night party where the

President held a "Dress Up and Act Like
Hil Contest" but 1 doubt that you
would get any of the details out of me.
Besides the pictures I took didn't tum out
very well.

My friends like our Editor In Chief, Dr.
Terry Boughner, are experts at applying
pressure to me when they have also been
suitably accommodated, but 1 doubt that
they would ever tape my secret conversa-
tions regarding the nature of my relation-
{'is.léntp with the President and Vice Presi-

t

So go ahead Ken, try to get me to crack.
Fly me and a dozen or so of my confi-
dants to Washington. See if all that pres-
sure can get me crack

Of course if I were to find another
monetary tribute from “A Republican
Friend" on my door step, well then I

might remember a few mmor things but
no major mind you.  Like I said I
won't crack not an mch.

Sincerely

Bill Meunier

P.S. Please call first before delivering the
subpoena I only accept them during cer-
tain hours.
* *
State Representative Lorraine Seratti
R- Spread Eagle)

ffice of B?otry
Wisconsin State Assembly
Madison Wisconsin
Dear Lorraine,

I just had to write and thank you for all
you have been doing for Wisconsin's Gay
and Lesbian commumity. Your anti-Gay
marriage bill has proven itself to be a big
boon to us and I just can't thank you
enough.

Of course no one knows that you are
really on our side, but I figured that one
out long ago. There is no other way to
explain your actions. -

A th los you, Gays and Lesbians
around the State are or yin
attention to what their Etate I%glgi‘alorﬁ
are doing and getting ready to vote in the
November elections.

Not only that but hundreds of us have
tumed up for hearings on your bill. We
now have a substantial mailing list to
draw on in future organizational work.

It really was a stroke of genius for you
to propose AB -104. Everyone lhink{s;draou
are just a stupid bigot trying to outlaw
something that is already against the law.

L, however, know the 1. You wanted
to give us an issue to galvanize our Gay
and Lesbian community. | hope you re-
alize that you succeeded beyond your
wildest dreams.

So keep up the good work and don't
worry your secret is safe with me. [ won't
tell a soul.

Sincerely
Bill

Anti-Gay Violence Grows Nationwide as
Number of Hate Groups Increase

New York—As Gay visibility increased
last year, so did anti-Gay violence and
harassment, according to a new report.

A survey released by the National Coa-
lition of Anti-Violence Pro| Tues-
{(i_jay, Marclll 3, found l.higy vi2 ence against

a e increased 2 percent na-
ﬁozmpgewm 1997.

The coalition of Gay-advocacy groups
attributed the rise to E%i? surrounding
events such as the Fe 997 bombing
of a Gay and Lesbian nightclub in Atlanta
and the coming-out episode of the TV
5% S ok s

"Tragically, there a to be a direct
correlatgilm between the community’s
heightened visibility and an upsurge i
violence," said Christine Quinn, executive
director of the New York City Gay and
Lesbian Anti-Violence Project.

The coalition compiled the report based
on statistics obtained from local groups
that track crimes against Gays, Lesbians
and Bisexuals. The report tracks 14 areas
across the country.

According to the report, there were
2,445 documented cases of anti-Gay vio-
lence and harassment last year m the 14

areas, which include New York, San

Francisco and Los Angeles. The number
of murders related to anti-Gay violence
dropped to 18 in 1997 from 27 in 1996,
the report said.

New York City had the most
anti-Gay violence (658), follo by the
San Francisco Bay area (402) Los
Angeles (350). More than a third of the
cases involved harassment, verbal or by
mail or phone. About one-fifth involved
assault, and close to a third mtimidation.

its of

Among the more brutal examples of
harassment include that of a Gay Chicago
man who reported a year's worth of vio-
lent assaults by an elderly neighbor. One
night, he said, she attacked him with gar-
den shears, cut him 22 tmes and yelled
“'Die of AIDS..."

_Police response was indifferent to hos-
tile, the report said, with officers once
threatening to arrest the victim if he
complaining. Eventually the neighbor was
charged eanor assault.

The report also found that anti-Gay vio-
lence was most prevalent in June, the time
of year when Gay communities nation-
wide celebrate Pide Month. But the re-
port also blamed the increase on publicity
surrounding the February 1997 bing
of The erside Lounge in Atlanta, a
Gay and Lesbian nightclub, which injured
five people.

And last il's episode of “Ellen" in
which TV cter Ellen Morgan an-
nounces she's a Lesbian, contributed to
attacks on Gay people, the report added.

The other 11 cities or areas the coalition
tracked were: California's central coast;
Chicago; Cleveland and Columbus, Ohio;
Washmgton, D.C.; Detroit; El Paso,
Texas; Massachusetts; Phoenix; St. Louis;
and Virginia.

The National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs is a coalition of organizations
serving lesbian, Gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and HIV-positive crime vicims,

Hate Groups Grow

It is no accident, observers say, that the
growth i anti-Gay violence i1s propor-
tional to the rise in hate groups,

According to the Southem Poverty Law
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Center, the number of organized hate
gmogs in the United States grew last year,
m through new chapters of estab-
lished white organizations,

The research group said 474 hate groups
and their chapters eu%aged in some form
of racist behavior in 1997,

The center used a different methodology
to count the groups so previous numbers
cannot be directly compared. But if the
uﬁléiu;nahﬁlggy d been used,20 the latest

es Wi Tepresent a cent in-
o e

ost o newer groups, accor to
the center, come from a growth in the
number of of s like the Ku
Klux Klan and churches belonging to the
Christian Identity movement, whose fol-
lowers cite the Bible as the source for
their racist views.

The in hate groups has been fu-
eled by the Internet and rock music tout-
ing white power and advocating violence
against minorities, the report said. It said

there are 163 Web sites that advocate ra-
cial hatred; less than three years ago, there
Wwas one.

The center reported that the newest
ways of spreading racist messages have
tumed upper: e-class teen-agers into
prime targets for hate group recruitment.

" Youths who would have never consid-
ered attending a Klan rally are now ex-
thposed to ... hatég sites kggnf;ghcf%emet and

e .thJmca mar of the ey-
ors of violently racist rock mumg:l,l{vtge
center said in a news release today.

There is also more attention being paid
to the year 2000, which some hate groups
consider a sort of Armageddon and a rea-
son to go to war, the center said.

It also said one chapter of the Ku Kiux
Klan, the American Knights, expanded
from one to 12 chapters last year and that
racist and neo-Nazi Skinheads made a
violent comeback in Denver, Los Angeles
and the Pacific Northwest.

Gay Students Need Openness in Schools

Anchorage, AK-AP- Gay
educators keep homosexuaﬁ
an audience in Anchorage.

students will continue to feel unsafe at school as long as
ty m the closet, a Gay high school teacher and author told

Dan Woog came to Alaska after watching a Gay student controversy in Anchorage

last year from his home i Connecticut.
Through
Dimond High School's Gay-

the Intemet, Woog closely followed the emotional issue that
ight Alliance was formed. The club was created to

erupted when

promote acceptance and awareness, but ignited protests and heated community debates

mstead.

The public discussion since has quicted, but that won't last,
school soccer coach and author of the book School's Out:

Lesbian Issues on America's Schools.

icted Woog, a high
¢ Impact of Gay and

Woog also is a faculty advisor for the Staples High School Gay-Straight Alliance in

Westport, Conn.

Gays Say Schwacke Shouldn’t Have Been Outed

Charleston, SC-AP- Some Gays are

set that Solicitor David Schwacke was forced

to announce his homosexuality after political leaders made allegations of misconduct

in office,

“*Coming out is a very personal and private matter and should not be forced onto any
individual agamst meifry“ﬂsms or for any %ﬁcal_agenda,“ said Mike Schwarzott, a co-

chairman of the Lowcountry Gay and Les

Alliance.

““We must consider what our actions will cause for anyone being outed against their
wishes, to their family and in their personal lives," said Schwarzott, who decided seven

live openly as a Gay man.

years ago to i
Mem%ers of the local group gathered Sunday at a park for a local celebration of Na-

tional Coming Out Day.

Schwacke, who may be the first announced homosexual to hold office in South
Carolina, said he does not want to be seen as a pioneer and just wants to do his job. He
has said his sexuality has nothing to do with how he does his work.

IPve
been
tested...
have
you?

PLAY SAFE * GET TESTED
PICK UP YOUR RESULTS

| C

BEST)
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HIV Testing at:

CARDINAL STRITCH COLLEGE
Wednesday, April1 = 9 a.m. fo 1 p.m.

Thursday, April 2 « T1a.m.fo 2 p.m.

GEMINI GENDER GROUP
Saturday, April 4 ¢ 6:30 to 8:30

AFTERWORDS BOOKSTORE
Friday, April 17 = 7 t0 10 p.m.

HEALTH FAIR

MSOE HEALTH FAIR

1240 E. Brady St.

Milwaukee, WI 53202
414.272-2144
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A Gay Sailor’s Life Under “Don’t Ask” is a

Revolving Door

By Peter Cassels

“You have to live two separate lives,”
says Sean (a pseudonym), a career non-
commissioned officer, during an interview
on what it’s like to be Gay or Lesbian and
live under the Pentagon’'s “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell, Don’t Pursue” policy. “They
say sooner or later you're going to cave in
to one or the other. You have to realize
that any day they can take whole ca-
reer away from you and that's really
hard.” ; |

Sean agreed to the interview if he were
not identified.

Closets in the military have revolving
doors. “We're in the closet when we are
[on duty] and out of the closet on our per-
sonal tume, hke at a party,” he explams.
“But then we are back m the closet if
someone from work shows up at the party,
but we are out if we are on vacation far
away.”

Such a paranoid schizophrenic existence
can be unbearable. The pressure some-
times can cause sailors to wash out. “That
makes it tougher for the rest of us,” Sean
says. “We need to show that we are, (o
paraphrase the Army slogan, the best of
what we can be. We always feel that we
have to be better than anyone else because
if you're Gay and you're a dirt bag,
you're out of here, buddy. They'll kic
you out in a heartbeat. If you're Gay and
a stellar perfonmer, then they'll look the
other way, because it’s convenient for
them."

The policy is being applied unequally
and, despite assurances to the contrary,
some commanders continue to carry out
illegal witch hunts.

“Conmumands are mconsistent. Some will
bust you just because of a nunor.”

He says one sailor was suspected of be-
ing Gay or wearing drag because he had
women's shoes in his locker he was
holding for his girlfriend.

“Others wall praise you and say it’s
really great. I've had officers try to fix
me up with other enlisted personnel be-
cause they know the guys are having the
same problems. But [ won't go for any-
thmg like that. You have to be very cau-
tious and make sure there's no hidden
agenda.”

He acknowledges that life is somewhat
casier under Don’t Ask, Don't Tell be-
cause witch hunts are not as rampant. 1
believe it 1s happenmng in some com-
mands, but a lot of commanders don’t
wanl to deal with it anymore. They really
don’t want to know.”

Scan enlisted many years before the
policy was implemented, m part 10 escape
lus homosexuality. “I joined because [
thought they'd kill me. [ figured why
should I exist if I were Gay? Back then, 1
didn’t know what to do. 1 figured there
were no Gays in the Navy and they would
straighten me out,”

It wasn’t long before he realized he was
not alone. “I was in boot camp and one of
the guys propositioned me, but 1 blew it
off because I didn’t know whether he was
serious. | was afraid. | didn’t want to do
anything wrong. | didn’t want to get
kicked out.”

He wormied about his mannerisms and
how he talked. “I even had a picture of a
girl and said it was my girlfriend. People
would ask me ‘What’s her name?’ “How
come I don’t see you with her?” So now |
tell people I'm Gay, ‘but, look, I'm not a
threat so don’t worry about it.” Some say,
‘you know, 1 never met Gay people be-
fore’, yet they’ve been working with them
all this time.'

His “Gaydar” picks up signals from oth-
ers. “Just the way they themselves,
you know that they're Gay. | think what’s
unportant is you have to pretend that
you're not Gay by going out of the way to
rrctcnd that you're straight. That causes a

ot of people to ask questions.”

Over the years he has encountered dis-
crimination. He sometimes didn’t receive
akvdards and battlgad'cit&,ﬁout‘ns he delsenred.
“My superiors said, “Well, just as as
we all keep our mouths shu{.uswe'l] I;;-g)fou
:'!l]ag . You're lucky we don’t say any-

Promotions are based on periodic per-
forinance evaluations, which before Don't
Ask, Don’t Tell were used indiscrimi-

nately against suspected Gays. “Once 1
was mar%l([l‘ ‘perft;pcf‘ in all grseas.” he re-
calls. “It made it look like I was the
model sailor. They even wrote that on the
report. They were very pleased with my
performance.”
_However, the evaluation also had a sec-
tion labeled * behavior’.

marked me low on that, so I asked why.
They said ‘Because what you do on your
W time is agamst the Navy's

es’.

He credits Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda,
the chief of naval tions who com-
mitted suicide in May 1996 amid allega-
tions that he was wearing uneamed com-
bat mibbons, with making life easier for
Gays and Lesbians, Beloved by the en-
listed ranks, he was called a “sailor’s ad-
miral.” Scan says Boorda was Gay
friendly. “He didn’t like the discrimina-
tion that was bem%lbrought on single peo-
ple in the Navy. It’s assumed that if you
were not mamed you're Gay. That's a
bad assumption. There are a lot of single
people who are Eol." e

e admiral dropped ‘personal behav-
ior' from the performance evaluation
form. Unfortunately, Boorda was not as
popular in the officer ranks, and nunors
were spread that he was homosexual.

“A lot of things he did for Gays - the
enlisted people, the junior people — was
really good and ¢ up [in the chain of
command] didn't like that.

Sean has thus far survived his
kafkaesque life, but it has not been easy.
Discrimmation is always pr L ohve
been questioned by Jaeople whom I have
not come out to and I asked, ‘“Why are
they treating me this way?’ They said,
*Well, let’s just say that assumptions lead
to suspicions, which lead to accusations,
which lead to the truth.” What they 1m-
glied was ‘Okay, we can’t prove it or we

on't know, but if you want to further in-
vestigate it, we will.” And that’s not

ri t.”

_ §I€Ve have met the enemy and he is us”
1s Pogo cartoomist Walt Kelly’s well-
known paraphrasin (g)of War of 1812 na-
val commander Oliver Hazard Perry.
Ironically, it suits the modem Navy.

“You have to separate the enemies
among us first,” Sean says. “A lot of Gay
people will out other Gays. That's so
wrong. It’s not happening nearly as much
as it did before Don't Ask, Don’t Tell was
adopted. Someone would say to me, ‘you
know, that guy’s a faggot’, yet he would
be sleeping with the same guy off duty.
Unfortunately, that was the way to get
promoted, to show that they were suppor-
tive of the military’s policy.”

Secan says the argument that openly Gay
and Lesbian mlhgu;“rl;{ personnel would
hinder combat operations makes no sense.
“Straights who Aeel that way don’t realize
that they are already showering with and
sl% next to Gay people when they are
m .||

He recalls news coverage when the pol-
icy was mnplemented. CTEWS were
brought aboard a submarine, where they
interviewed sailors, “They asked, ‘How
would you feel if the guy next to you was
Gay?’ Now on nationwide TV wath cam-
eras in my face | would say, ‘I wouldn't
like it’. because I'm protecting my-
self. It's called CYA — cover your ass. |
know two of the guys who were on that
submarne. They were openly Gay outside
the Navy.”

Homosexuality is so common that com-
bat operations surely would be impeded if
all were discharged. Some jobs are held
predommately by Gays and Lesbians,
“Yeomen secretaries and personnel staff
who take care of service records are
mostly Gay,” he says. “So are medical
corpsmen and dental technicians.”

Cracks are appeanng in the wall of re-
sistance to change. A captain who writes
on a variety of topics under the pseudo-
nym Buster Pittman for the Navy Times,
an in weekly, called for deep-
sixing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell m a Novem-
ber 10, 1997 column: “The ban that pre-
vents Gays and Lesbians from servin
openly in the U.S. military is an unjustifi-
able violation of the principles of freedom
ﬂmn which thi§ country was established.”

e said U.S, 9% Circuit Court of A
Judge William A. Norris predicted in a
speech that the policy would eventually be
buried in the “national cemet of
shame™ along with earlier Supreme Court
decisions that Feunu:ted slavery and seg-
regated public facilities.

e column elicited several letters to the
Navy Times editor. In one, Capt. Joseph
Ragan of the medical corps at Camp
Pendleton, Calif, wrote: “A service
member’s sexual orientation is not rele-
gmm?hl_her to his m;lllaer ability to serve in

€ military — or to the military ‘saln]n%' ity to
ﬁﬂﬁunsmhilscsl? Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
was a po € ent compromise
which has outliv)éd ever usefulness it
once might have had. Let’s bag it now.”

TELL YOUR FRIENDS:
I read all about it in

The Wisconsin Light

MCC’s Rev Troy Perry Takes the Road Less
Traveled and Finds God Going that Way Too

By John M. Glionna

In the darkness of a West Hollywood
movie theater, Troy Perry flinches as he
watches Robert Duvall in The Apostle,
the tragic tale of a clergyman who nearly
loses has religion.

“That's me,” he says, whispering to a
friend during one poignant scene. “That’s
me up there.”

In the movie, a defrocked Pentecostal
minister is driven by his flock from the
church he loves and is abandoned by his
wife and children as punishment for past
oy A also a P

S ago, was also a Pen-
ta mnnstyw crgbamsh'eng:i from his church
and deserted by his wife and children after
a watershed sexual disclosure: He ac-
knowledged that he was Gay.

Like lﬁc film’s preacher, the Florida-
bom Perry left behind a painful cgast to
open a new highly controversial church -
one that would soon flourish.

Today, his 52,000-member Universal
Fellowship of M itan Community
Churches is the world’s largest religious
denomination for Gays and Lesbians, with
314 congregations in 16 countries.

Perry’s church, started as a fledgling
service in his Huntington Park hving
room in 1968, welcomes people like him-
self, those Gays, Lesbians and transsexu-
als who have been shunned by more tra-
ditional religions. Each year, his churches
preside over 5,000 “holy union™ ceremo-
nies for Gay couples. _ _

Perry’s churches are testimony to his
audacity, his patience and - in an era when
AIDS has killed or afflicted more than
10,000 of his congregants - his longevity.

“The smartest en eurs are those
who see a market where no one else can,
and Troy Perry did that,” says R. Stephen
Wamer, a sociologist at the University of
Illinois at Chicago who has studied
Perry’s churches. “He was the first to see
and act upon the fact that there are deep
religious needs in the Gay commumity.”

In an easy Southem drawl, the 58-year-
old Perry says, “There’s still a lot of ho-
mophobic religion out there, pushing peo-
ple right into our arms.”

Perry’s movement holds to a defiant mi-
nority view: that the Bible does not con-
demn homosexuality or find it a sin. It’s a
stand that has won him critics and outright
enemies.

“Troy Perry is a very confused and un-
happy man conceming his sexual iden-
tity,” says the Rev. Lou Sheldon, chair-
man of the Traditional Values Coalition.
“He’s chosen to be Gay, but he doesn’t
have to use the Bible to justify it. Some-
body please tell him God didn’t intend for
us to be homosexual. There’s no room for
them in God’s church.”

Perry i1s often accompanied by body-

uards  while preachmg nationwide.

hurch conventions are marked by body
frisks and metal detectors. He says 24 of
his churches have been desecrated or
bumed since 1972 and members of his
clergy have been attacked.

Since 1984, he has seen more than 6,000
church members die from AIDS-related
illnesses. Another 6,000 now have HIV -
mcluding his partner, Philip DeBlieck,
whose condition was diagnosed 11 years
ago.

Each weck, it seems, Perry preaches at
the funeral of a church member or friend.
He tells those present they’ll all soon meet
in heaven - and that the reunion will take
place at the Eastern Gate, a reference to
the Book of Revelation, which describes
how God's redeemed will be greeted by
an angel at the gate of heaven where the
sun rises.

“These funerals have become the story
of my life,” Ptarla;l says, “It’s just rough
when you don’t have the proper time to
grieve for one friend before you have to
move on to the funeral of the next one.”

Bom in Tallahassee, Florida, to a wait-
ress and a father who could neither read
nor wnte, Troy Perry always leaned to-
ward the church, which had an air of so-
phistication he could not find at home.

He loved the exuberance radiated by
Honnmy Feery, ad v, to giay 8t Degtis
mmmy Perry, an to at -
mn lgs four younger brolzer); in aptslg-
gl_s on_drom their house- raisin,

5 voice to emulate his favorite fire-and-

speeches.
“When Troy was 10, he’d have me kill a
bug just so he could have a fimeral”
Jimmy Perry recalls. “My 9-year-old
cousin, she was the one designated to do

~ all the crying.”

Perry was 12 when his father, a local
moonshiner, died during a police chase.

He ran away from a harsh stepfather to
live with religious relatives.

Convinced he was called to the ministry,
he started preaching in Georgia, Florida,

Alabama and [llinois at congrméggons of
the Tennessee-based Church of God.

He recalls testifying before crowds of
200 in his junior high school cafeteria.
*“At age 13 you think you have all the an-
swers,” he says. _ _

Still, Perry had questions about his
sexuality. Once he consulted a church
mentor, who suggested that all he needed
was a good woman, Perry later marmed
the man's daughter.

“The church told me that getting mar-
ned would cure me,” he recalls. “T had my
doubts about my sexuality, but I still did
exactly what the church asked me to do. |
thog&i, ‘Praise God! If this will do it,
maybe I'm not a homosexual after all.”

In 1963, at age 23, as the pastor of a
Church of God in Prophecy in Santa Ana,
he once again revealed to a superior that
he was Gay. .

This time, judgment was swift: He was
excommunicated. Perry’s wife left him
and took their two boys, ages 3 and 1, to
e He 0 waed o » biiop Gy I

mto a eoning Gay life-
style, %g on numerougs sexual partners,

“l was a homosexual - | was gonna die
and go to hell,” he says. “So I figured I
was gonna bust hell wide open.”

Years later, he says, after being deserted
by a lover, he attempted suicide, slitting
Ius wrists in his bathtub. He was discov-
ered by his roommate, who rushed him to
thg hospital. & . e

erry spent the next few years working
as a salesman and even did a short stint in
the Army. All the while, he tried to come
to terms with both his religion and this
sexual orientation.

“Spiritually, | was never so sad as I was
in those five years,” he said. “I couldn’t
reconcile being Gay and what the church
said about homosexuals being evil.

“Every time I tried to goto church, I got
sla down. | couldn't get any answers.
Nobody would even talk to me about it.”

Eventually, Perry decided to retum to
the church. ;

Suggestions by his mother and a neigh-
borhood psychic to start his own religious
movement finally led him to announce in
a Los Angeles Gay-oriented newspaper
that he was holding services. i

Twelve people came to the first meetin
October 6, 1968, i his
Huntington Park home. He soon spread
the word in Gay bars and on the street. A

ear later, Perry was filling services at the
§85-seat Encore Theatre m Los Angeles.

He attracted other Gay clergy, and word
spread about his church, to cover-
age in_major magazines, newspapers and
on television. But he has S own
best apostle, travelling constantly to speak
to potential converts and open new
branches of his church. _

He has toured Europe and Africa. In
London he rented a Baptist church, placed
ads in a local Gay-oriented newspaper and
began holding services. .

Last year, he visited South Africa to en-
courage the spread of new churches there
and met with Archbishop Desmond Tutu
to discuss treatment of Gays m that coun-

ry.

As he spreads the word of his church,
Pena:oh;ls remained political - marching in
the front lines of Gay rallies, participating
in sit-ins and hunger strikes, often going

ol
ce, m 1969, after Pen(;yb led a Gay
march in Los Angeles, church board
members - many of whom were still clos-
eted and timid about publicity - voted to
fire him as leader of his church for bemg
too militant. Immediately, an enmgfcd
congregation met to voice its support for
Pegly, taking a vote to fire the board.

% mymnvmcedlhemlhalthjswas?la&a
leaming process and that the board should
be kept on,” recalls Nancy Wilson, pastor
at the movement's mother church in West
Hollywood. “He didn't take things per-
sonally. He knew the bigger picture was

cades after coming out, Perry still
feels the pain of his divorce and loss of
contact with his two sons and former wife.

Please See Rev. Perry Page 25

BestD Outreach
Testing Schedule

Testing at Cardinal Stritch College
Health Fair has been
Canceled Due to Censorship

MSOE Health Fair
Thurs., April 2—11:00 a.m.-2:00 pm.
Gemini Gender Group

Sat., April 4—6:30-8:30 p.m.
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THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Riding Together - John Hurt and Jason Priestly star in “Love and Death On Long Island” The Gay

themed film opens March 27 at Milwaukee's Downer Theater.

‘Love and Death on Long Island’ is a
Pleasing, Must-See Film

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Familiar with both John Hurt's famed,
decidedly mannered performance as
Quentin Crisp in Naked Civil Servant as
well as the cinematic adaptation of Tho-
mas Mann's distressingly cautionary tale
of obsession, A Death in Venice, Glenn
felt sure that Love and Death in Long
Island to be fraught with potential disaster.

Based on a Gilbert Adair novel that pays
great homage both to Mann and
Nabokov's Lolita, Love and Death on
Long Island is the story of an effete
scholar and literary figure seemingly
trapped in earlier era. Every moment in
the life of Giles De'Ath (John Hurt) has
been happily measured into a long per-
fected routine.

Little does Giles know that by the simple
and surely innocent act of locking himself
out of his home one rainy afternoon, his
former comfortable and reassuring life will
change forever!

Deciding to escape the rain, Giles finds
himself at his local multiplex, deciding to
attend a screening of the latest cinematic
adaptation of a E. M. Forster novel. By
some mischievous whim of fate, Giles
mistakenly wonders into a cheesy teen
comedy suitably titled, Hotpants College 2.
Heavens!

Realizing his error, Giles prepares to
leave. Then, in one miraculous moment,
Giles is truly, madly, deeply and quite ut-
terly transfixed by the angelic male beauty
of one Ronnie Bostock (Jason Priestley).

As if a love-sick schoolgirl, Giles be-
comes obsessed with the celluloid image
of the comely if rather blank Ronnie Bos-
tock. Tentative at first, Giles is shown fur-
tively sneaking teen fan magazines under
his coat but as time progresses, Giles
emerges into the 20th century in his pur-

“Forget The Full Monty;
this is British comedy at its best.
John Hurt gives this year's most

charming performance!”
“Delightfully droll.
John Hurt is simply wonderful!”

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 27

"~ (414) 964-2720

suit of Bostock-mania.

Hurt is a delight in this early scenes,
whether he is quizzically puzzled by the
need for the television so necessary on
which to watch his increasing collection of
Ronnie Bostock videos or when furtively
hiding his lavishly leather-bound collection
of Ronnie memorabilia from the prying
eyes of his primly proper housekeeper.

Ultimately Giles must take the next, logi-
cal step in his Ronnie Bostock-quest: to go
to America and meet in person the all too
real flesh and blood man behind his cellu-
loid fantasy. Able to glean precious nug-
gets of information of Ronnie's personal
life from his collection of fan magazines,
Giles sets off for the small Long Island
town in which Ronnie resides.

America holds promise for a fresh set of
discoveries for Giles, which both Hurt and
director Richard Kwietniowski seem to de-
light in.

John Hurt is absolutely wonderful as
Giles, a man as much perplexed in his
choice of obsession as Glenn himself was
— Jason Priestley is, after all. no Keanu
Reeves, for example. The Oscars will
likely ignore Hurt's performance but that
will be a darn shame.

Jason Priestley, too, shines in this film,
although Glenn must wonder if his won-
derfully blank Ronnie Bostock was acting
genius or Priestley merely playing himself.

Giles destined meeting with Ronnie and
his subsequent insinuation into the life of
this rising young movie heartthrob offers
less surprises than Glenn might have
hoped for but indeed, Love and Death on
Long Island quickly comes to a pleasing,
pleasantly unexpected conclusion.

Highly recommended.

Rating $6.38 (scale No cents to $7.00)

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

The popular Gay news monthlies always
seem fo be filled with tantalizing tales of
wonderful Gay films that never seem to

reach lowly Milwaukee, as if refusing to
wonder away from New York, Los Angeles
or San Francisco. Glenn often wants to
shout (and sometimes does in his sieep or
in the shower), "Hey, we Gay men de-
serve good Gay movies even if we don't
live on a coast!"

While Bent and Wilde appear to be
shimmering, elusive dreams far more likely
to turn up on the shelves of our favorite
video stores than at a cinema near Glenn,
Happy Together arrives with little fanfare.

Haven't heard of Happy Together?
Neither had Glenn.

From acclaimed director Wong Kar-Wai
and a popular enfry on the festival circuit,
Happy Together is an intriguing portrait of
the lives of two young Gay men caught up
in a rather sloppy, complicated relation-
ship.

As Happy Together opens, Lai (Tony
Leung Chiu-Wai) and Ho (Leslie Cheung
Kwok-Wing) have been together for "a
long time" but are once again fighting.
Told from Lai's perspective, we leam that
once again Ho has promised that they can
start over and once again Lai acquiesces.

As if to mark this new beginning, this
handsome couple quickly find themselves
caught up in a brief interlude of surpris-

ingly passionate and quite noisy lovemak-
ing.

Lai and Ho decide that a holiday will
further forge their new beginning and set
off from Hong Kong to Argentina. Argen-
tina? What about Provincetown or Key
West, Glenn muses.

So off to Argentina they go, on a quest
to find the Iguazu Falls, the waterfall that is
depicted on a delightfully tacky lamp that
Ho had bought and which Lai (and Glenn)
liked very much.

As so often happens in life, their plans
go awry. Choosing to drive to the Iguaza
Falls instead of taking a long, dusty bus
ride, Lai and Ho get lost and soon find
their new beginning has quickly gone very,
very wrong. For Lai and Ho, breaking up
might be hard to do but something they've
done quite often and something they do
once more.

Instead of returning home, each stay in
Buenos Aires. Lai gets a boring job as a
doorman for a tango bar while the cute-as-
a-button Ho becomes a prostitute. Having
separated, oh-so fickle fate brings Ho to
the tango bar Lai works at, draped over a
hunky Argentine client.

Sometime later, good hearted Lai again
takes in his former lover after Ho is badly
beaten by a client. In one small, shabby
room the two men bicker endlessly as Ho
convalesces. Glenn thought it quite
naughty of Lai to hide Ho's passport, re-

TICKETS ARE $8 IN ADVANCE, $10 AT THE DOOR
and are available at the M&M Club, BESTD Clinic, and AfterWords Bookstore

Wisconsin Cream City Chorus ® P.O. Box 1488
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The Wisconsin Cream City Chorus presents
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‘Happy Together’ is a Film that Captures
Gay Love in All its Messy Splendor
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fusing fo give it back when Ho demands it.
Eventually Lai kicks Ho out.

Lai takes a new job, as a cook in a Chi-
nese restaurant and there meets Chang
(Chang Chen) and the two men become
friends. Glenn thought that they might
take their friendship a step further and
Chang certainly seems more than willing,
but Lai remains oo preoccupied with Ho.
Yet through his friendship with Chang, Lai
finds the way to start over, able to once
again find the way to go home.

Although surprisingly satisfying, Happy
Together is an often difficult film. Director
Wong Kar-Wai is much less interested in
traditional linear narrative structure than
he is in favor of experimental filmmaking
techniques, particularly radical uses of
color and a jagged, edgy editing tech-
nique.

Happy Together is a film that grew on
Glenn, proving to be a film which manages
fo perceptively capture a love affair be-
tween two Gay men in all its wonderfully
messy splendor!

Rating $5.76 (scale No cents to $7.00)

Happy Together will be screened at the
UW-Milwaukee Union Theatre, Student
Union, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., 2™ floor,
Thursday through Saturday, April 2, 3, 4 at
7:00 p.m. Tickets are $4.50 to the general
public and $3.50 for students.

Michigan Womyn'’s
Music Festival

Walhalla, MI—Continuing strong after
23 consecutive years, the Michigan Wo-
myn's Music Festival will be the destina-
tion of thousands of women for the August
11-16 Festival. The annual event atiracts
5-8000 women for a week-long event that
includes 40 performances, 200 work-
shops, a Film Festival, Crafts Fair and 650
secluded acres for camping.

Artists scheduled to appear include
Sweet Honey in the Rock, Indigo Girls,
Alice Walker, Ferron, Toshi Reagon & Big
Lovely, Karen Finley, Marga Gomez, The
Topp Twins, Ubaka Hill, Kinnie Starr,
Carole Pope, Teres Trull & Barbara Hig-
bie, Rhiannon and others.

For more information regarding the 1988
Festival, write to: WWTMC, P.O. Box 22,
Walhalla, MI 49458 or call (616) 757-4766.

Cream City Chorus
to Present Spring

Concert

Milwaukee—In ming with its
spring tradition of building a diverse
concert around the classics, the Wiscon-
sin Cream City Chorus will present
“Folk Songs, Spirituals and a Little
Light Music” on Saturday, A]Eril 25 at
7:30 pm, at St. James Episcopal
Church, 833 W. Wisconsin Avenue.
This will be the second performance by
the Chorus under the direction of Ken
McMonagle.

McMonagle is well-known in the met-
ropolitan Milwaukee area for his work
with other community-based choirs.

Tickets for the concert are $8 in ad-
vance and $10 at the door. They are
available at the M&M Club, BestD
Clinic and Afterwards Bookstore or by
contacting the Chorus office at (414)
344-WCCC.

The Chorus is currently open 1o new
members. Anyone interested in joining
should contact the Chorus office or at-
tend weekly rehearsals, 7:00 pm.,
Wednesday evenings, at the First Uni-
tarian Society, 1342 N. Astor.

Annual Meeting

The Cream City Chorus will be hold-
ing its annual meeting on Wednesday,
April 1, 1998, at 8:30 p.m. at the First
Unitarian Society, 1342 N. Astor. All
current and on-leave members are asked
to attend. Elections will be held for sev-
eral offices and other important matters

are on the agenda.
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Gripping Performance - A scene from the Madison Rep’s production of the classic “Long Days
Journey Into Night." The production runs through Sunday, April 5.
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Calls

Madison Rep’s Production of O’Neill’s
“Long Day’s Journey” is Powerful

By Chris Fallek

Bare lathing, missing shingles and the
haunting sound of a distant foghorn set the
stage for the Madison Rep's production of
Eugene O'Neill's soul-baring autobio-
graphical play, Long Day’s Journey into
Night, currently running at the Madison
Civic Center.

Long Day's Journey into Night, con-
sidered by many critics to be O'Neill's
greatest play, is a spiral descent into the
heart of a dysfunctional family, condensed
into the course of a single day. In 1912,
(the year of the Titanic disaster), Irish pa-
triarch, James Tyrone and his wife, Mary,
summer on the Atlantic coast with their
two sons, Jamie and Edmund.

D. Scott Glasser, the Madison Rep's ar-
tistic director, sees Long Day's Journey
as a grim dance of life.

In his director's notes he writes, “1912
was the seminal year for Eugene O'Neill.
He had just returned from Central and
South America and travels on the sea. He
divorced his first wife, his work was pub-
lished for the first time (as a reporter and
poet), and a diagnosis of tuberculosis sent
him to an extended stay in a sanitarium. It
was here that he became a voracious
reader, which, in tumn, propelled him to
write about the world as he saw it."

O'Neill's vision was complex, his char-
acters often drowning in worlds built on
social illusions and personal tragedy.
Written in 1941, Long Day's Journey was
both anguish and triumph for O'Neill. In
the Madison Rep production, Glasser
chooses to focus on the triumph, showing
the strength of O'Neill's compassion and
love for his family, even as it sinks deeper
into a fogbound hell.

The case does a wonderful job of por-
traying a tightly-knit, yet unstable family.
Edmund Tyrone, played by Tom Lee, is
the young O'Neill himself, Lee creates a
portrait of a youngest child, fighting to
keep the fantasy of family happiness alive
while, at the same time, giving in to tuber-
culosis and alcohol. While struggling at
times with a subtle role too passive to offer
easy opportunities to build character, Lee
shines when Edmund uncharacteristically
reveals his passion for isolation and the
sea fo his father. The poetry of Edmund's
soul pours readily from Lee, who, late in
the second act, is given a chance to ex-
press the stark, creative imagery found in
all O'Neill's work.

Meanwhile, Mark Ulrich, who plays Ed-
mund's older brother, Jamie, brings and
over-abundance of compassion to his role.
Ulrich's Jamie, an alcoholic and a failed
actor, shows too much strength of char-
acter early in the play, leaving it difficult for
the audience fo believe his drunken rav-
ings later, when he wams Edmund that he
will be destroyed if he tries to love his
older bother. The hatred and jealousy un-
derscoring the brothers’ relationship is
missing, and the audience is left with ordi-
nary sibling rivalry.

James Tyrone, who loves money more
than his family, is well-played by Paul
Boesing. If Boesing makes any mistake, it

is that he imbues Tyrone's protestations of
love with more sincerity than he gives to
Tyrone's parsimonious habits. Boesing's
strength lies in his convincing stage pres-
ence as a fading matinee idol, with his
striking looks and throbbing voice softened
by deepening wrinkles and alcohol.

Mary Ann Thebus' portrayal of Mary Ty-
rone, a woman lost in a haze of morphine
addiction and soul-bone loneliness, is the
anchoring performance—appropriate to
Mary's anchoring role in the family. Mary's
early nommality and warmth is a thin ve-
neer that rips all too easily, and Thebus
delicately tears deeper and deeper into
Mary's addiction.

Every family pronouncement that falls
from Mary’s mouth (“There's nothing to be
upset about. Edmund just has a summer
cold.”), proves to be a lie, though her hus-
band and two sons valiantly struggle to
pretend they are truth. But as Thebus ex-
plore’s Mary's depths, she brings grace to
a woman who gives in to the pain in her
heart and expresses real truth through
morphine, saying, “The only way is to
make yourself not care,” By the end of the
play, Thebus is a ghost seen wandering
through the tower room where Mary takes
her “naps.”

Glasser builds a vision of summers lost
in @ haze of repetition and failure through
tight direction and a talented cast. The
world he creates is intense, though mar-
ginally too compassionate—a world of
love, facades and devastating honesty.

Difficult to watch only because O'Neill
wrote it that way, the Madison Rep's pro-
duction of Long Day's Journey into
Night is well worth seeing, though you
should take along a sweater to use for a
seat cushion (the show, like most Rep
productions, is in the unpadded Isthmus
Playhouse). Believe me, you'll be better
able to appreciate the play if your butt
doesn't hurt.

Long Day's Journey into Night runs
through Sunday, April 5. Performances are
in the Isthmus Playhouse of the Madison
Civic Center, 211 State Street. Shows run
Wednesdays through Sundays. Tickeis
are available through the Madison Civic
Center Ticket Office (608) 266-9055; TDD
(608) 267-2674. A sign interpreted per-
formance is scheduled for April 3.

Climb the Grand!
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by Managers Billy and Jimmy calling a few
of their friends. | was surprised to find a

= | full bar including Sharon from Fannies, on

News... Well there are a few little tidbits
to report you. As of this writing Fannies
has still not reopened. Owner Sharon told
me that the electricians screwed up the
dance floor wiring and that has caused the
delays. But she does expect to reopen
soon probably the last weekend in March.

| really can't wait to see the new digs
there. No less an expert on bar decorating
than George Prentice of La Cage told me
he has seen the new Fannies. George
said, "She did a great job."

Speaking of George, he was taken fo the
hospital with stomach problems. After
several tests, it was determined that his
gall bladder had to be removed. The op-
eration was a success and George should
be back on duty soon. Get well soon guy,
losing at bar dice there just ain't the same
without you.

Zippers is now reopened with a new look
new management and under a new
name, Fluid. | was there on opening night,
March 17" and the place was quite busy.
Jimmy Balistreri and Bill Wardlow who
were last seen together at the Triangle,
are holding court there.

The place looks fabulous and is going to
be a popular stop for Gays and Lesbians
looking for a cool place.

| was | Madison and heard some people
complaining that Kirby's Klub is serving
Bud again.

At the Make A Promise Dinner, there
were a bunch of people who stood out in
the hallway rather than listen to Governor
Thompson's speech. Tammy Baldwin
seemed fo get the loudest applause of the
evening and she didn't even make a
speech. Tammy told me she was just
"thrilled." Hey honey you deserved all
those cheers.

The dinner raised over $160,000 to help
ARCW fight against AIDS. By the way a
special guest from Washington D.C.
(name is Tom) told our Editor In Chief that
he always reads The Wisconsin Light
especially this column because it gives
him a good feel for what is happening in
the community. So Hi Tom!

La Cage owner George Prentice tells me

MONDAY:

TUESDAY:
your Price

THURSDAY:
SATURDAY:

SUNDAY:
Specials

71-days
a Week:

Kiddyland

$350 Balloon Toss
Shake a Dice for

Wheel of Misfortune
Beer Pitcher Special
Bloody & Driver

Free Pool and Darts
at In Between’s

that the remodeling work is actually ahead
of schedule and coming in under budget.
We were going to run a big story about the
remodeling but George was taken ill be-
fore we were able to connect. So next is-

sue....

The folks at Walker's Point Café are
managing to keep the place going despite
some financial problems created by the
recent unpleasantness down there. Give
owner George credit for sticking to his
dream. Better yet give him some support.
Stop in and have some good eats.

And speaking of good eats, | was at the
1100 Club recently for a fish fry. God, it
was good. The batter on the fish was as
light as a feather and the french fries are
home made—not from the freezer, but
from the potato itself! Nice and crisp on
the outside, utterly delightful.

We also hear that the bar we told you
was soon to be sold, has been pulled from
the market. Our sources tell me that an
offer was made but shortly before the deal
was supposed to go through, the owner
changed his mind and decided to keep it.

Speaking of bars, we still can't tell you
what is going on with Manoeuvres in
Madison, other than the fact that Ed con-
tinues to pursue alternative sites.

We hear that the Back In Black Leather
Shop at Diversions in Neenah is going
great guns. Well it should. It's the only
leather boutique in that area of the state.
So if you live around the Fox Valley and
like wearing butch clothing stop in and do
some shopping.

Recaps... | had a great time at the Ball
Game's 25" Anniversary party held on St.
Patrick's Day. There was a huge crowd
on hand, the food was great and the staff
was fabulous. Dave Wiggens once again
made “Gay” at the piano. The man has
magic fingers on the piano. He played all
the good old songs and always had a
crowd gathered round for a sing-along.

Later that evening | went to Fluid for its
opening night. | expected to find only a
few people ther® since the decision to
open had been made just a few days be-
fore and the only publicity was generated

| hand to wish the new place well.

| really like the look and feel of Fluid.

-.-.: Quieter music to allow you a chance to

talk, great service from two of Gay Mil-
waukee's most popular bartenders, and a
nice decore. Looks like a big hit to me.

This |Is It was going sfrong. Lots of
green beer and shamrock stickers helped
to make everyone “Irish” for the evening. It
was great fun.

As usual, In Between rocking. There's
always a crowd there for good times and
St. Paddy's Day was no exception.

Speaking of hits, the next night | was in
Mad Town and Manoeuvres DJ Tony Ri-
chards was playing plenty of them. Its al-
ways a pleasure to listen to Tony's selec-
tion.

Speaking of pleasures in Madison | also
had a good time at Kirby's Klub and the
Shamrock.

The Sage La Rue Champagne Recep-
tion at La Cage was also a good time.
There was some nice food and a wine
fountain. The reception was followed by a
great La Cage showcase presentation
starring the aforementioned Sage who
was great as usual, and my good friend
John Mc Givern, the nationally known Gay
comic from Milwaukee.

The next night was the Make A Prom-
ise dinner at the Pfister. The dinner was
sold out. Max Barnett who received rec-
ognition for his work with the Possum
Queen Contest, was the hit of the evening
among the speakers. The Silent Auction
was great and | am now the proud owner
of a nice original water color donated by
the artist and a year's worth of Intenet
Service donated by GLINN.

After the dinner the staff of The Light
headed over to This Is It where we were
joined by many of those who were in at-
tendance. MAP Deputy Director, Paul Mi-
lakovich was glowing as well he should
have been.

Paul's parents are the sweetest people
on earth. His father does one mean pig
roast. Word has it that he will again be
doing the honors at an up-coming Cream
City Foundation fundraiser. | can hardly
wait.

Coming Up ... Well there aren't a lot of
things coming up in the next couple of
weeks., You know it's that time of year
between Spring and Winter and everyone
is tired and bored and wants winter to be

Milwaukee'’'s Ultimate
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gone so we can all party again in wamth.

BUT that shouldn't stop you from going
out and enjoying yourself anyway.

Wednesday March 25 is Wisconsin
Light Delivery Night so get those Miller
Light tappers ready for me.

Friday March 27 | will be at La Cage for
the La Cage Showcase. After the show |
will dance the night away to Wisconsin's
best DJ tag team, Tanya and Dave.

Saturday March 28 you will be able to
find me at In Between. | hear their soft-
ball team (which moved to the bar from
Mama Roux) is holding a sign up night at
the bar for the next two Saturdays.

| might also head to Green Bay that
evening for the big Miss Emerald city
Contest at Za's,

Sunday March 29 is the Miss Gay
Madison America Pageant at Manoeuvres
It will be hosted by Vicki C and feature a
bevy of stars including Susie Saranwrap,
Kelli Jo Klein and Britanny Morgan.

Monday March 30 SAGE is showing
"Total Eclipse" which features Leonardo
DiCaprio in a Gay role (yes | hear he
kisses some men in this flick). Show time
is 7 PM at the Sage Room which is lo-
cated at Lake Park Lutheran Church.

On Wednesday April 1, | will be stop-
ping at The Boot Camp for its weekly
Club Night drawings.

Friday April 3 | will be doing my weekly
tour. | will start out at This Is It which is
always a good place to start because it's
always a good time and great way to get
your evening going. From there | will
move to the Ball Game to make sure they
are all recovered from the big Anniversary
St. Pat's Day bash and the over to Dish
which is one the coolest bars | have ever
been in, then onto the In Between, the
Triangle, Fluid and La Cage.

After all that, | will need a day or two to
recover and get ready for the next issue.

Oh yes, before | forget, word has it that
there's going to be a big fundraiser on
Sunday, May 17, in Milwaukee for the Gay
and Lesbian Victory Fund. That's the or-
ganization that gives financial help o open
Lesbjan and Gay candidates around the
country. Anyway, the fundraiser will be

sponsored by Miller Beer and Tammy
Baldwin will be one of the special guests.
Stay tuned. There will be more later.

That's it for now. Hope to see you out
and about soon. Meanwhile stay safe and
be proud.

SIGN UP NOW . .

for In Between’s

Softhall Team
Contact Bill
964-5864

Curt, Doug, Dave, James, Pat and Tommy
we BRIAN 1o THE IN BETWEEN STAFF 4.
WELCO

V Join Us For Dl‘illl( P"ght Sa\lings Time
Saturday, April 4

Last Hour of Bar Time - All Drinks 1/2 Price\

SUNDAYS - Cocktail Hour, 3-9
Use Your Packer Glass for 1/2 price
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FIREBIRDS CLUB
NIGHT & PARTY

a benefit for the

Community Center
Trust Fund

the wet spot
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1998 Now Open

starting at 9pm

Make donations payable to C.C.T.F.
(a 501 C-3 tax exempt charity) HJPPV HOUI‘
mail to: The Firebirds, P. O. Box 159 4

Milwaukee, WI 53201 Monday through Friday

B0OT CAMP SALOON S

MILWAUKEE’S LEATHER/LEVI BAR

209 East National Avenue » Milwaukee » 414/643-6900 010 ¢ Jo 8 ot
www.execpc.com/~bootcamp 819 South 2nd Street
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VOO0 OCOOTODTOTTOOTOODTTOOODTTOTTOTODTD




THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Advice to “Ellen”: Make Your Point, But

Make Us Laugh

Commentary by Lisa Brodrow

Los Angeles--""Seinfeld," which is about
nothing, is wrapping up its nine-year run
covered with glory as TV's most popular
sitcom. “Ellen," a show that is very much
about something, is dying a slow and
painful death.

But “"Seinfeld" isn't popular because it's
about nothing, and “Ellen" isn't facing
cancellation because it has a point to
make. The difference between the two is
more fundamental, at least in TV terms:
One is funny, the other isn't anymore.

“I'm Gay, the character's Gay and that's
the problem everyone has with the show.
It's just too controversial, nobody wants to
deal with it," star Ellen DeGeneres said
last week on “'Entertainment Tonight," the
TV program.

She's right, of course, when it comes to
the network. ABC undoubtedly would love
to bid goodbye to the headaches “Ellen"
has brought it, but it couldn't, and wouldn't,
if the ratings for the show (9:30 p.m. EST
Wednesday) were high enough.

DeGeneres has done little recently to
help herself in that quarter.

There is room on sitcoms for messages,
sermons, even politics, when they are the
seasoning in the stew. But when comedy
becomes afterthought, too much is being
demanded of viewers.

Plots can revolve around teen-age drug
use ("Home Improvement”) and drinking
("Boy Meets World" this Friday), around
cancer (""Murphy Brown") and weight bias
("The Drew Carey Show") because they
are the exception, not the rule.

The shows also know to follow the trail
blazed by such 1970s TV pioneers as
Noman Lear with “"All in the Family" and
Larry Gelbart with ~“M-A-S-H": Even ra-
cism, death and war can be dressed up as
sitcom fodder with humor as the sugar
coating.

"My take has always been we can
tackle any subject as long as we're not
preachy, as long as we remember we're
trying to entertain with it," says Bruce
Helford, executive producer of “‘Drew
Carey" and an alumnus of "“Roseanne,"
which explored such issues as domestic
abuse.

The Wamer Bros. network’s kid-oriented

comedy '"Smart Guy" focuses Wednesday
on the difficult subject of sexual predators
who find young victims on the Internet.

“Twenty-one out of 22 episodes, we're
doing something amusing and funny and
not this kind of thing, so we can draw them
(the audience) in to pay attention to this
one," said executive producer Bob Youna.

Such series are playing by TV rules. But
not “Ellen," a show ftrying bravely, but
badly, to illuminate an aspect of life which
at least some Americans prefer to pretend
doesn't exist.

DeGeneres and "Ellen" rose to that
challenge with last season's sharp and
funny coming-out episode, and she drew a
sizable audience. But now she and the
show seem overwhelmed by the task.

A recent fantasy episode pictured Ellen
and her pals in a Gay and Lesbian world in
which heterosexuals are the minority. It
had all the wit of an Ammy training film on
hygiene.

A few good lines were scattered
throughout, but the premise mostly fell flat
as we waiched Ellen's gang mock
straights for their dancing and their
dreadful taste in decorating and Noman
Rockwell art. Satire demands a lighter
hand.

DeGeneres, who has railed against ABC
for slapping waming advisories on her
show, scored a point with a TV-watching
scene in which an episode of “"Mad About
You" is labeled for adult subject matter.

“It's so silly. Just because Helen Hunt
kisses that guy," Ellen mutters.

Absolutely dead on, and absolutely un-
funny because we know how angry De-
Generes is. As a viewer, one starts to feel
like a character in a bad '80s film, whining
“"What about MY needs?"

DeGeneres was right to continue ex-
ploring her character's new life, its chal-
lenges and joys. And she rightly moved
Ellen into a Lesbian relationship, just as
she had dated men before acknowledging
her homosexuality.

But the episodes began to take on the
feeling of a primer rather than a comedy,
revealing the exploration of a woman's
new life. Here's Ellen learning how to be
open, here's Ellen helping her friends ad-
just, here's how narrow-minded the world

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

He's BAAACCK!! - The hilarious John Mc
Givern has returned to Milwaukee with his one
man show. He is shown above cracking up the
crowd during the La Cage showcase. Mc
Givern's critically acclaimed show can be seen
at the Milwaukee Rep March 26 through March
29,

is.

Perhaps driven by the belief that this
season would be “Ellen's" last, De-
Generes hastily crammed in a master's
thesis on Lesbian sensibility and life.

The result: Viewer affection and infiu-
ence DeGeneres had gained previously
were squandered, and ratings began to
fall. She chamed us straight; she could
have charmed us as a Lesbian.

(DeGeneres gets a liffle help from a
friend this week when real-life girlfriend
and A-list actress Anne Heche appears on
the show. The episode was unavailable for
preview).

DeGeneres has said she fully expecis
ABC to cancel her series after this season.
Network officials insist the matter isn't de-
cided, but it's clear they would welcome
the show's falling ratings give them an
easy out.

The network could argue that it's not
getting rid of the first TV program to fea-
ture a Gay or Lesbian lead character; it's
merely cutting loose a weak show.

But if ABC would give DeGeneres one
more try, with the breathing room and
support she needs to do “'Ellen” right, and
if the actress could give the show the
comic edge it must have, it could be turned
around.

Maybe we expect too much of De-
Generes and too much of the network. But
if they could deliver, viewers might be
willing to ask more of themselves.

DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK

801 - 807 South 2nd Street = Milwaukee = 383

3-8330
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“In the Life” Plans
Most Ambitious
Episode to Date

New York, NY--Producers for In The
Life, America’'s Gay and Lesbian televi-
sion series, have recently retumed from
five countries in preparation for an episode
that will be landmark for the national Gay
and Lesbian series.

The April/May 1998 edition of In The
Life, shot on four continents, represents
the series’ most ambitious program to date
as it looks at Gay and Lesbian life from
around the world.

From China to the Netherlands, from the
Philippines to Brazil to France, the episode
will examine first hand countries where
progress on Gay civil rights out paces ad-
vances in the U.S. and countries where
awareness and understanding of Gay is-
sues js decades behind, often dangerously
so for Gay and Lesbian people living
there.

The storiés will be personal ones, illumi-
nating the struggles behind the politics, the
progress, and often, the persecution.

The episode will air nationwide through-
out April and May. Some selected air-
dates are listed below. A complete list of
airdates or can be found on the internet at

In The Life is produced by In the Life
Media Inc., a not-for-profit, member-
supported organization, and is presented
by Thirteen/WNET in New York. The bi-
monthly newsmagazine series chronicles
the history and contemporary experience
of the Lesbian and Gay community, and
airs on over 100 public television stations
nationwide. Correspondent Tanya Barfield
joins Host Katherine Linton for this special
April/May 1998 edition of In The Life.

Some selected Midwest airdates by
city/state:

Milwaukee (WMVS / WMVT), channel 10
-- Wednesday, April 29, 11:00 p.m.

Wisconsin Public Television (statewide) -
- Thursday, April 30, 11:00 p.m.

Chicago (WTTW), channel
Wednesday, April 15, 11:00 p.m.

Minneapolis, St.Paul (KTCI), channel 17
- Tuesday, April 7, 10:00 p.m.

Minneapolis, St.Paul (KTCA), channel 2
— Sunday, April 5, Midnight.

"1 -
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Fiction

The Short History of a Prince by Jane
Hamilton, Random House HC $23.00

As she did in A Map of the World,
Hamilton once again knowingly evokes the
timbre of midwestern life through the char-
acter of Walter McCloud, the prince of the
title and the novel's smart, funny, and al-
truistic narrator, Hamilton tells Walter's
story in two time frames.

In his high-school days in the early
1970s, Walter falls in unrequited love with
a fellow dancer named Mitch. As an adult
nearing 40, Walter returns to Wisconsin
after a lively but largely frivolous interlude
in New York City and seeks fo heal old
wounds, Hamilton's extraordinary insights
info human nature that make this novel
shine as she transforms ordinary occur-
rences into nothing less than intimations of
the divine.

Cavedweller by Dorothy Allison, Dutton
HC $24.95

Lesbian author Dorothy Allison's debut
novel, Bastard out of Carolina, was an
extraordinary success. Here is her sec-
ond, Cavedweller, a mama-bear of a book
that will send readers deep down into an-
other realm, far from everyday conscious-
ness. Here is a premier storyteller who in
Cavedweller is working in the rich, family-
focused, and secret-filled ftradition of
southern literature.

Allison begins this long, dramatic novel
with an arresting short sentence, "Death
changes everything,” and by the time she
wraps up her saga of Delia Byrd and her
three daughters, she has charted the
course of many births, deaths, and re-
births, both physical and spiritual.

hon-Fiction

Putting Out 4th ed. by Edisol W. Dotson
Cleis Press Pb $14.95

Putting Out, now in its 4th edition, is the
essential reference tool for all lesbians and
gay men who write. Listed in this indis-

pensable guide are over 500 book pub-
lishers, magazines,

newspapers, news-
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letters, theatre groups and agents, all of
whom publish, produce, or agent Gay and
Lesbian writing; phone numbers of editors-
-at newspapers, newsletters, magazines,
and book publishing companies-—-who read
unsolicited manuscripts from new writers;
how to submit your book to editors and
agents--and what specific kinds of work
they are looking for; book publishers’ mar-
keting budgets; which publishers receive
the most manuscripts and how they
choose what to publish. Putting Out is like
a Writer's Market for Lesbians and Gays.

Completely Queer edited by Steve Ho-
gan & Lee Hudson, Henry Helt HC $50.00

Containing nearly five hundred articles
on every aspect of lesbian and gay life
which are linked to a detailed chronology
of gay life and achievement, Completely
Queer is a unique, comprehensive volume
of information. Ranging from "Abbott,
Berenice" to "Zapata, Luis","Activism" to
"Zoology", circa 12,000 B.C. to the pres-
ent, Completely Queer is the most inclu-
sive Gay and Lesbian reference on the
market today that is also wonderfully en-
tertaining as it informs. Includes hundreds
of quotes, litlle-known facts, useful tables
and more than two hundred photographs
and illustrations.

Afterwords
Schedule

Wednesday, March 25 7:00pm
Lesbian Reading Group
Paxton Court by Diane Salvatore
Monday, April 13 7:30pm
Afterwords Book Club
Gore Vidal's The City and the Pillar and
James Baldwin's Giovanni's Room
Tuesday, April 14 7:30pm
Author Appearance
Will Fellows, Farm Boys
Wednesday, April 15 7:00pm
Lesbian and Gay Writers' Group

By Jeffery L. Newman

Striesand & Others Help With
Celine Dion's Latest

Celine Dion
Talk About Love
Epic 550

If you're sappy and you know it clap your
hands. So should be the title of the new
Celine Dion recording, "Let's Talk About
Love." Undeniably, Dion, who has one of
the purest, most remarkable voices of the

20th Century, has fallen comfortably into
the "let's sing about schmaltz mode," as
she delves deeper into the world of syr-
upy, light-weight love songs.

Still, that's part of the 28-year old
singer's appeal. Less is more, Simple is
easy. And love is universal. Dion holds all
of these things to be true, and in duing so,
is able to ignite a fire within herself, and
breathes life and honesty into even the
thinnest and insipid of material.

Dion's newest opus is perhaps her most
exciting and adventurous musical explora-
tion yet, as she teams herself with some of
the biggest names in the business — Bar-
bara Streisand, Lucianc Pavarofi, the Bee
Gees and Carole King. (The latter who

wrote a track specifically for the song-

sfress.)
With plush arrangements, deep orches-
trations and the songwriting talent of David

Foster and Diane Warren, among others,
Dion does what she does best — tug at the
heart, inspire romantic yeamings and
celebrate matters of the heart.

She experiments with other gerires, She

gets dancey on the discoesque "Just A
Little Bit Of Love,” moves into a funky rap
mode as Diana King jumps in as song-
writer and singer on the dancehall-styled
"Treat Her Like A Lady," and goes gospel
on "Love Is On The Way." But it's likely her
duet with Streisand, "Tell Him," and the
sweet "My Heart Wil Go On," the love
theme from the upcoming movie "Titanic,'
that will boost this album. Although, her
finest moment can be found on the mid-
temp "Miles To Go,"” which more than aptly
does her justice,

Dion, without question, will go down in
the history books as the Streisand of our
generation — one of the few guaranteed
pop artists of the 1990s who will have
staying power for as long as she wants,
and will likely be selling 30 years from
now. And, while even she'll admit the mu-
sic may fall on the lighter-side of the musi-
cal landscape, it's just pure joy to listen to

a voice like hers.

sSingle?
Join us?
We offer skiing, diving,
hiking, biking, and other

e activevacations for gay ;
men, lesbians, and

k. _ friends. Call for a

' free catalog!

ALYSON

ADVENTURES™
1-800-825-9766

“Call Me” is a Book that Cuts to the

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Heart of Gay Life in the ‘90s

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn must always be the first to see the
most current cinematic masterpiece or
read the latest scintillating new novel. So
imagine Glenn's horror when all of Glenn's
friends had claimed to have read that
shocking new novel, Call Me, which is
about this young guy who gets hocked on
personal ads.

Impossible! Intolerable!!

Over a delicious cappuccino Glenn be-
gan P.P Hartnett's novel with no expecta-
tions other than thinking it to be simply a
deliciously squalid little saga of a 26 year
old Gay man, Liam, trying to get a few
cheap kicks by acting out various sick and
sordid fantasies as "Bike Boy".

How very wrong Glenn was!
misleading Glenn's friends were!!

Call Me begins as Liam nurses a cock-
tail in a Soho pub. So familiar seemed
Liam that Glenn imagined he could have
been any one of several of the oh-so aloof
young men Glenn encountered at the Tri-
angle over the weekend.

Liam glances through a few of the free
bar rags before finally settling on the per-
sonals section. Just like so very many
personals neophytes Glenn has met, Liam
is convinced that he would be able to write

How very

. a better, more appealing, more intriguing

30-word contact ad.

Ges, Liam, if it were so easy, everyone
would be doing it!

Still, even Glenn must admit that Liam'’s
wickedly provocative "Bike Boy" ad would
probably have captured Glenn's attention
and Liam soon finds himself inundated
with dozens and dozens of replies.

He should be happy, right? All Liam had
wanted, or so he claimed, was just a bit o'
fun, didn't he? He will get more than he
bargained forl

It quickly becomes quite apparent to
Liam (as well as to the reader) that there
is far more at work here than a mere "f**k-
and-tell” chronicle of one sleazy sex epi-
sode after another. As Liam goes from
encounter to encounter, he slowly begins
to reveal the all too human soul behind the
“Bike Boy" facade.

A Gay man who lives alone, Liam seems
to have quite recently lost his lover, Ray to
AIDS. Gone perhaps, but Ray is anything
but forgotten. Fragments of memories of
his time with Ray continue to haunt Liam,
at the most improbable times, during the
most unlikely situations.

Through it all, Liam's own loneliness in-
creasingly seeps to the surface, as each
fresh encounter brings him face to face

| with the sort of desperation he grows to

recognizes as his own.

So sure is his writing and so confident
Glenn must express astonishment that
Call Me is P.P. Hartnett's debut novel.
With a deft and deceptive simplicity, Hart-
nett slashes through the facades of his
roster of lost souls, equally able to reveal
beauty, pain or naked desire.

There is plenty of sex in Call Me, fear
not faithful readers. Not perhaps the sort
of sexually explicit stories commonly found
in friction fiction. As Liam's obsession

p-p hartnett

grows, his encounters include, but cer-
tainly are not limited to, a rendezvous with
a dangerously over-sexed, under-aged
lad, an outing with an amputee fetish club,
a hot scene with a S&M leather queen
who lives with his mother and a dangerous
encounter with a tragically affection-
starved Welshman who ultimately stalks
the supremely disinterested Liam.

And through it all, the only attachment
Liam makes in the course of the entire
novel is with the "budgie” owned by the
lady who lives across the hall. Call Me is
a true novel of the 90s.

At
Borders
Book Shop
you'll find:
~~ One of the region's largest selec-

tions of gay & lesbian titles
Queer-friendly booksellers &
friendly queer booksellers

~~ In-store events: storytelling for
adults, live music, & readings

—~——

Come visit us!

BORDERS

BOOK SHOP & CAFE
3416 University Ave. Madison, W1 53705

afterwords

B\“Y'S 901' a boyfriennddd.’!/

\ Billy, the world’s first out and

s hooks

proud doll has finally found
someone to settle down with!
And trust us, Carlos is no Ken
doll! Come check out the love
birds today at Afterwords!

Also just in, Billy’s outfits are
now available separately!!

and espresso bar

Milwaukee's source for glbht books, magazines,

videos, cds, t-shirts, gifts and so much more!
2710 N Murray = (414)963-9089 « http://www.afterwords.com
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‘Primary Colors’ Looks at the Alternating
Idealism and Cynicism of the Clinton Era

By John A. Jahn

Primary Colors - the new film based
upon the controversial novel by "Anony-
mous" (Joe Klein) - has one basic ques-
tion at its heart: can a candidate’s ability to
govern justify his personal failings or the
means by which he's elected? If isn't an-
swered, and it certainly reverberates today
in the real world regarding the Clinton
White House. Can Clinton's intelligence,
political skills and compassion compen-
sate for his tabloidesque personal life?
Primary Colors provides no clear answer,
but lots of food for thought. Question is: do
you want to think about it?

Throughout this long movie (2 1/2 hours)
we follow a group of political professionals
with high ideals and watch those ideals
crash upon the rocky shores of a brutal
electoral system and bloodthirsty media
culture. The candidate's wife, Susan
Stanton (Emma Thompson) says "We all
find a way to survive." Reflecting upon her
idealism of the late 60s, she admits: "We
were young, we didn't know how the world
worked." Sad but true, we all have to ad-
mit.

She and her Southern govemor hus-
band, Jack (John Travolta) are not totally
based on Bill and Hillary, but the parallels
are obvious. Primary Colors follows them
and their political allies through the 1992
presidential primaries - in particular the
first one in New Hampshire. With them are
Richard Jemmons (Billy Bob Thornton), an
advisor based on James Carville; former
Arkansas chief-of-staff. Betsey Wright is
played by Kathy Bates, a gun-totting, out-
spoken Lesbian who dubs herself "The
Dust Buster;" Daisy Green (Maura Tier-
ney), another staffer who becomes in-
volved romantically with Bates (and who's
a lot like Clinton's 1992 media advisor
Mandy Grunwald); and Henry Burton
(Adrian Lester), a role based upon George
Stephanopoulos, 'who alternates between
passion and revulsion for Clinton...uh, |
mean Stanton.

Travolta's semi-impersonation of Bill
Clinton is riveting, every bit as charismatic
as the real McCoy. He has ravenous ap-
petites - for junk food as well as women

(including the underage babysitter for his
son!). Jack at first seems ridiculous - a
shameless politician with no moral core,
but he begins to connect with people - and
with us - as the film progresses.

In a very Clintonian way Jack laments: "|
just can't catch a break!" - being obviously
less than honest with himself about the
consequences of his own behavior.

Primary Colors realistically conveys not
just the inner workings of a modem politi-
cal campaign, but also the sense of fragil-
ity and uncertainty surrounding the flawed
Jack Stanton...uh, | mean Bill Clinton...no,
Stanton!

Director Mike Nichols and writer Elaine
May both previously worked on The
Birdcage, a light, entertaining film to be
sure. Primary Colors retains that film's
comedic elements and timing, but obvi-
ously possesses a much more serious
plot. The main problem this reviewer had
with the film was the central character -
Henry Burton - he never justifies the ample
footage he gets. Adrian Lester's perform-
ance is too bland, too emotionally distant,
and thus it's hard to sympathize or identify
with him.

With Lester a wash-out, Primary Colors'
strengths lie in the rest of the cast, primar-
ily the superb performances of Travolta
and Thompson as the soon-to-be First
Couple, Thornton and Bates as long-time
friends forced to suffer through Jack's foi-
bles, and Larry Hagman as Fred Picker, a
retired Florida pol and Stanton's reluctant
rival (Picker's reluctance to enter the race
for the Democratic nomination is revealed
toward the end of the film, and it has a
Gay angle fo it).

Primary Colors is at times a fairly sharp
political satire - one that will be far funnier
for the politically sawy among us than
those who are not; at other times it's more
like a drama (though one without much
emotional clout), What the American film-
going public will say about its timely sub-
ject matter remains to be seen. It may
have some immediate interest and appeal
simple due to its uncanny timing, or it may
not. Either way, this reviewer highly rec-
ommends it. XXX

If You Don’t Take ‘Wild Things’ too
Seriously, You’ll Have a Good Time

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Faithful readers of the Wisconsin Light
will probably has guessed that Glenn loves
movies filled with themes of love and be-
trayal, offering delicious plot twists and
generous glimpses of male flesh, particu-
larly perfectly superfluous moments of
male frontal nudity. Wild Things, a new
film featuring the more than amble talents
of Kevin Bacon, seems to fulfill all such
requirements. So why did Glenn leave the
cinema disappointed?

Set in the perpetually sunny, hot,
steamy, social-conscious Blue Bay, Wild
Things is a movie in which nothing is quite
as it appears to be and where there is far
more lurking beneath the surface of each
and every character.

As if a big-screen transfer from televi-
sion's popular, adolescent 90270, Wild
Things opens at Blue Bay High School,
where Sam Lomardo (Matt Dillon) is a
highly regarded educator and occasional
ladies' man. Every time he turns around,
pretty little Kelly Van Ryan (Denise Ri-
chards, last seen as the bug-killing inge-
nue in Starship Troopers) is eyeing him
up, going so far as to hose herself down
while washing Mr. Lombardo's car.

With naked desire (something Glenn
knows all too much about!) in her eyes,
she confronts Mr. Lombardo with her true
feelings. Pause. Then a quick cut to a
pouty Kelly storming from Mr. Lombardo's
home.

Something is wrong, but no one, espe-
cially Glenn, was expecting her cries that
poor Mr. Lombardo raped her. This mo-
ment will prove to be the green light for
Stephen Peter's screenplay to make more
twists and turns than the latest roller-
coaster ride at Six Flags.

As if any further proof were needed that
Wild Things was on a new course, in
pops up Bill Murray as the sleazy lawyer
(and wearing the phony neck brace that is
every sleazy lawyer's calling card) Sam
Lombardo chooses him to defend him.
This puzzles Glenn. On cheesy television

movies, accused rapists always get
women to defend them, don't they?

The trial proves to be a ridiculous sham.
Surprised? Not Glenn .But the question
remains, who is shamming whom?

Here the story again changes direction
as straight-as-an-arrow cop Ray Duquette
(Kevin Bacon) smells a rat and continues
to investigate Mr. Lombardo, convinced
that he, Kelly and a little piece of trailer
park trash named Susie Toller (Neve
Campbell) have been in on it together all
along, seeking to bilk millions from Kelly's
super-bitch mom, Sandra (Teresa Rus-
sell).

This getting any clearer?

Clearly director John McNaughton is
enjoying himself as the many plot twists
and narrative surprises reveal the greed
and lust and simple, general evil lurking in
the hearts of the various residents of Blue
Bay. But to what goal?

Glenn felt cheated by the end of Wild
Things, cheated not because Glenn
couldn’t guess the solution to the film's in-
tricate puzzle, but cheated because Glenn
felt McNaughton seemed to have created
a shell game where the pea ends up not
under any of the shells, but through some
dazzling slight of hand, ends up in your
ear or up your nose.

There are no doubts in Glenn's mind
whatsoever that the film's highlight was a
brief moment when Mr. Lombardo con-
fronts a very naked Ray Duquette taking a
shower. Mr. Bacon kindly faces the cam-
era, offering a tantalizing glimpse of, does
Glenn dare say, "the whole hog!?"

As if to add further ftitillation to the le-
gions of adolescent males that will form
the audience of Wild Things, director
McNaughton adds a few moments of gra-
tuitous Lesbian lovemaking” between Ms.
Campbell and Ms. Richards.

Do not take Wild Things too seriously
and all but the most discriminating movie-
goer should find this twice-baked tale of
greed and lust a rollicking good time.

Rating $4.15 (scale No cents to $7.00)

(5=

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

MARCH 26 TO APRIL 8, 1998 Page 19

Leo - Leonardo DiCaprio from a scene in “Man in the Iron Mask

‘The Man in the Iron Mask’ is a Richly
Staged, Old Fashioned Swashbuckler

By John A. Jahn

It's 1660 and France is starving. Louis
Xlll, the greatest King whose throne the
Musketeers served has died and been
succeeded by his arrogant and cruel heir,
Louis XIV (Leonardo DiCaprio)...while at
the infamous Bastille a mysterious pris-
oner has lived for nearly a decade en-
cased in an iron mask. To save France,
the aging Musketeers must reunite and
embark upon their most dangerous mis-
sion ever: to free the masked prisoner and
unlock the secret of his identity. "One for
all and all for one!”

Randall Wallace (screenwriter for
Braveheart) makes his directorial debut
with The Man in the Iron Mask (which he
also scripted), bringing with him the same
delicacy he brought to his earlier fim. As
such, he took great artistic license with the
classic novel of 1850 by Alexandre Dumas
(not to mention playing fast and free with
history). At best you could say Wallace's
screenplay for this film is "inspired” by the
Dumas novel and real events.

The story also differs considerably from
that of the 1939 chestnut. Does this alone
make it bad? Not necessarily, and this re-
viewer thinks the Wallace take on the iron
mask legend works quite well - in a lighter,
amusing but nevertheless interesting kind
of way.

Lovely Leonardo DiCaprio - heartthrob to
millions of women (as well as men of good
taste, present company included) - plays
two roles in The Man in the Iron Mask.
One is of course the vain, spoiled, arro-
gant, womanizing King Louis XIV. DiCa-
prio doesn't quite pull off this role, coming
off as spmewhat less than truly maievo-
lent, somewhat more callow, bratty and
yes, charming. | don't think luscious Leo's
quite ready to adequately play the heavy,
way too much boyish charm and good
looks here!

His secondary role as the shy, decent,
noble Phillippe is one he's much more
suited to and obviously comfortable with.
Despite wooden dialog and an overpow-
ering supporting cast however, DiCaprio

still manages to illustrate his appeal, and
he grabs your attention in practically every
scene. Over all he fares well, given the
shortcomings of his evil King performance.

Frankly, this reviewer admits to being
sornewhat more disappointed that he had
relatively few love scenes, and we barely
manage a peek at his smooth chest - re-
gretfully, "that's all, folks!"

Surrounding Leo is a superlative cast
which truly makes this film worth seeing.
The aforementioned Musketeers include
Athos (John Malkovich), who swears
vengeance against Louis XIV for the death
of his only son in battle; Aramis (Jeremy
Irons), the chief plotter of the group;
Porthos (Gerard Depardieu), who misses
no chance to play the fool; and finally
Louis' bodyguard D'Artagnan (Gabrie!
Byme), who remains loyal to his deeply
flawed King, vainly hoping he'll one day
become good. These swashbuckling, leg-
endary heroes live for us on the screen
largely because the actors portarying them
are visibly enjoying themselves in this film,
and thus we enjoy watching their exploits
all the more.

The main female roles are those of
Queen Anne (Anne Parillaud), the far too
lenient mother of naughty Louis XIV, and
the latter's doomed love interest, Christine
(Judith Godreche). Neither is a stand-out
performance or role - this is a male-
dominated culture in 17th century France,
and it clearly shows in the marginalized,
supporting female roles.

Essentially, The Man in the lron Mask
is an old-fashioned, richly staged period
adventure, employing beautiful costumes
and a lovely setting to aggrandize the
story (the Chateau Vaux-le-Vicomte
makes a handsome Versailles - more so in
the interiors than the exterior). The ade-
quately swashbuckling score by Nick
Glennie-Smith (The Rock) finds the peaks
of emotion whenever possible. For all its
cheesiness, The Man in the lron Mask
remains a light, highly watchable diver-

sion. Sk K
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Re-Released — The classic rock and roll movie musical “Grease” is being re-released for its 20"
anniversary. It can be seen starting Friday, March 27 at theaters around Wisconsin.
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In ‘Mrs. Dalloway’ the Characters Steal
the Film and Then Your Heart

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop )

After the harrowing moviegoing experi-
ence of Nil by Mouth (see accompanying
review), Glenn was quite reasonably afraid
to go back to the cinema. Even after
soothing words from his dear friend Lois,
Glenn was still a shattered mess and was
seen desperately clutching a "Biggie" pop-
corn and Diet Pepsi as he slowly shuffled
down the aisle for a preview of Mrs. Dal-
loway.

At least on a sane, rational level, Glenn
knew that Mrs. Dalloway, based on a
celebrated novel from the eminent British
novelist Virginia Woolf held great promlise
for a thoughtful and literate moviegoing
experience.

And so it did!

Starring the always superb Vanessa
Redgrave in the title role, Mrs. Dalloway
explores one single, sundrenched June
day in the life on one of Ms. Woolf's most

w 2ppealing heroines.

Mrs. Dalloway, now in her 50s, is shown
to be a fashionable London hostess whose
greatest joy in life is in the preparation of
"enchanting evenings”, parties where her
guests can, if only for one night, forget the
demands of their everyday lives. As she
prepares for yet another of her celebrated
parties, two seemly unrelated events com-
pel Mrs. Dalloway to reflect on her life and
upon the choices she made so very many
years before.

The first event occurs at a flower shop.
As Mrs. Dalloway delights amongst the
lovely and fragrant blossoms, for just one
brief, starfling instant, she is confronted
with the tortured face of a young man in
the window of the show. But he is gone,
as if a ghost, before she can reach the
sidewalk.

This is Septimus Warren Smith (Rupert
Graves), a soldier in the first World War
suffering from delayed shell-shock. Woolf
offers Septimus's tragic story as a curious
yet bold counterpoint to that of Mrs. Dal-
loway.

Even more significant to Mrs. Dalloway

is the arrival of Peter Walsh (Michael
Kitchen), so terribly inconvenient, on the
day of her party. As a young woman
Clarissa Dalloway (Natascha McElhone)
was a lively and vivacious girl, as much in
love with the splendid young Peter (Alan
Cox) as he was of her. Shown too, is a
telling flitation Clarissa entertains from her
equally vivacious friend Sally (Lena
Headley)

Yet Clarissa would instead choose an-
other suitor altogether, one Mr. Dalloway
(played by John Standing in the present,
by Robert Portal as a young man), a man
Clarissa feels is a safer choice, both more
reliable and less demanding and danger-
ous than Peter.

Director Marleen Gorris (best known for
the Oscar-winning Antonia's Line) largely
eschews a traditional narrative as Mrs.
Dalloway languidly explores the difficult
decisions we are so often faced with be-
tween romance and sensibility, and the
necessity of facing the subsequent conse-
quence.

Glenn didn't always find Mrs. Dalloway
an easy film to follow, with many confus-
ingly shifts from Septimus's story to that of
Mrs. Dalloway as well as shifts from the
present to the past and back. That there
was often little resemblance between ac-
tors playing young and older versions of
the same character also did not help
Glenn.

Instead strength and success of the film
rests in the hands of its very falented cast.

So believable is Rupert Graves as the
doomed Septimus that Glenn longed to
take him in his arms and offer him the
warmth and security he so desperately
needs but was unable to find.

Yet it is a pair of radiant actresses,
Vanessa Redgrave and Natascha McEl-
hone as the older and younger Clarissa
Dalloway who steal the film and stole the
heart of as jaded a moviegoer as Glenn.

Rating $5.95 (scale No cents to $7.00)
“Mrs. Dalloway” opens Friday April 3 at

Milwaukee's Downer Theater.

‘Nil by Mouth’ is One of the Most Darkly
Depressing Films to Come Along

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Perhaps the most difficult type of film to
review is that which offers strong charac-
ters, meaningful situations, terrific insights
into the human condition, sensational act-
ing and yet proves to be a thoroughly de-
pressing and unpleasant moviegoing ex-
perience.

Just such a film is Nil by Mouth, a debut
dictatorial effort from Gary Oldman,
probably best known as an actor for his
vivid portrayals of the origina! punk rocker,
Sid Vicious (Sid and Nancy) and Gay
playwright Joe Ortion (Prick Up Your
Ears)

To say that Nil by Mouth is a raw depic-
fion of the mean streets of impoverished

~-South London would be an extraordinary
piece of understatement. Few films in
Glenn's memory capture the desperation
of such a collection of lost souls in whose
lives drugs and violence are routine af-
fairs.

At the center of Oldman's semi-
autobiographical screenplay is the hard-
drinkin', coke-snortin' Ray (Ray Winstone),
his slovenly pitiful pregnant wife Val (Kathy
Burke) and their extended, exceedingly
dysfunction family.

Ray doesn't seem to have a job. Sure,
he always seems to have a few petty cons
up his sleeve but mostly Ray spends his
day killing time watching endless hours of
television and telling pointless foul stories
with other loser friends. In between, he
somehow manages to buy some drugs,
get drunk and maybe take a quick trip to a

play of extraordinary violence that Ray in-
flicts on his pregnant wife Val when he de-
cides she is sleeping with another man.
Most disturbing is the pity Glenn could not
help but feel for Ray, realizing as Val her-
self does, what a ridiculously improbable
idea this supposed affair is.

You faithful readers of the Wisconsin
Light must by now be asking yourselves,
"Why even bother to go see Nil by
Mouth?"

Glenn wishes he had a surer answer.

To be sure, Oldman elicits extraordinary
performances from all concemned. Ray
Winstone beautifully captures the com-
plete despair which so often drives this
hulk of a man to drunken bouts of both
violence and self-realization.

No less shattering is Kathy Burke's ex-
traordinary portrayal of the haunted and
haunting Val. No simple victim, Burke's
Val is a woman who still manages a quiet
strength and improbably maintains the im-
possible hope for "a bit o' fun" even as she
endures another beating at the hands of
her husband.

Still, Nil by Mouth is almost unendura-
bly long at 128 minutes, thick accents ren-
der much of the dialogue unintelligible
(although Glenn must admit that this is
something of a mixed blessing) and its un-
relentlessly depressing subject matter is
enough to leave all but the most optimistic
individual a broken and shattered mess.

Rating $4.75 (scale No cents to $7.00)
“Nil By Mouth" opens at Milwaukee's
Downer Theater on Friday, March 28.

Soho stripper club.

Did Glenn forget to mention that when
Ray is on a bender, he tumns into a mean
and violent drunk. In one especially har-
rowing scene, Ray confronts Val's teen-
aged brother Billy (Charlie Creed-Miles)
about a missing stash of drugs. Val inter-
cedes but not before Ray manages to take

«=2a Vicious bite out of Billy's nose.

THE FILMS
Love and Death On Long
Island and
Happy Together Are
Reviewed on
Page 13.

When Oldman's often jerky, hand-held
camera is not revealing Ray's pitiful life,
the focus shifts to Billy, who is surely not
meant to be seen as a victim. Oh-no!
Billy himself possesses quite a coke ad-
diction and is repeatedly shown shaking
his poor of' mum down for the money for
that day's fix. Billy's manipulations even
go so far as having his poor ol' mum drive
him to the desolate block of flats where
Billy will make his score and then, as rain
pores down on their van, in chilling silence
she watches as he shoots up.

Yet even amidst the routine daily vio-

-~ 1ence that surrounds Oldman's lost souls,
no single scene can compare to the dis-
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A Great Time — The St. Pat's Day parly at Milwaukee's Ball Game offered an extra special reason
to celebrate, the bar's 25" Anniversary. The occasion was marked by great food, a large crowd,

and Dave Wiggin's leading a sing along on the piano. As you can see from these pictures
everyone had a great time (like when don't they have fun at this popular bar?)

Jerry Johnson
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By Raymond Murray

1887 was a mixed year for Gay and Lesbians in film. Hollywood offered a few notable
productions (in & Out, Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil) and there was a
certifiable deluge of minor Gay characters in many other straight themed films. But the
studios dropped Lesbian characters (Lesbian chic apparently forgotten). Independent
cinema however picked up the slack, offering audiences a vast array of stories and
characters, So, in homage to the huge event that is the Academy Awards, | present
below my nominations (ands winners) for this year's Gay Oscars.

This list of categories is:

Best Mainstream Gay Film
Best Independent Gay Film
Best Independent Lesbian Film
Best Foreign Language Film

Special Awards:

Most Incidental Use of a Gay Character
Best Openly Lesbian Actress in Hollywood
Best Openly Gay Actor in Hollywood

Best Director The “Fully Monty” Award
Best Lesbian Character The “Emery” Award for Film Queen of the Year
Best Gay Male Character

Best Transgendered Character
Best Bisexual Character

Best Television Film

Best Documentary

Best Mainstream Gay Film
(Hollywood did not release any Lesbian themed films in 1997)
Love! Valour! Compassion!

Terrence McNally's tragicomedy about friendship and sex among a group of eight Gay
friends is alternately funny, touching, maudlin, sad and ultimately uplifting. It is also un-
apologetically Gay. The cast is terrific and the film played in many suburban muitiplexes
— where straights became witness (possibly for the first time) to men kissing men, full
frontal nudity and frank discussions of Gay life in the time of AIDS.

Kiss Me, Guido

Paramount Pictures, hoping to cash in on the “Gay craze,” picked up this independent
film and released it both theatrically and on video, This broad comedy is filled with fa-
miliar Gay and straight stereotypes as is follows a naive [ltalian beauty from the Bronx
who ventures down to Greenwich Village to live — only to be thrown into a world of ho-
mosexuality, Gay bon mots and Julie Andrews films!

Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

Clint Eastwood's screen adaplation of the highly acclaimed novel is a bit simplified
and heteroified, but is quite good and surprisingly retains its Gay core. Kevin Spacey is
quite appealing as the flashy Southem closet case accused of murdering his sexy but
excitable boy-toy (Jude Law). And The Lady Chablis (who plays herself) is equally
transfixing as a hard-as-nails transvestite who boldly lives her life as a woman and who
gets caught up in the intrigue. An involving and all-too-rare example of Hollywood con-
fBronting homophobia and featuring complex Gay characters.

ent

This British-made adaptation of Martin Sherman’s harrowing Broadway play on the life
of Gays in Hitler's concentration camps is a tough sell to any audience, let alone a
mainstream one. But it stylistically opens up the action, features fine performances from
Clive Owen and Lothairg Bluteau and is a hard-learned but important lesson on the
history of Gays in the 20" century.

And the winner is...
In & Out

A box office smash and critical success, this rollicking fairy tale comedy about one
man'’s discovery of his true sexual orientation is a gem. Great acting by Kevin Kline as
the Gay man so closeted that even he doesn't suspects he's one, Joan Cusack as his
frantically frustrated fiancée and Tom Selleck as the Gay reporter. The famous leg-lifting
kiss by Kline and Selleck was a surprise for both Gay and straight audiences. Written by
the Gay Paul Rudnick, the film does not attempt to be political nor even-handed, just
plain fun. Homosexuality never looked so hammless!

Best Independent Gay Male Film
Johns

Lukas Haas and David Arquette star as two Gay hustlers in this lyrical if sobering tale
of self-respect and frisndship amidst L.A.'s seedy underworld of male prostitution. Haas
is especially touching as the doe-eyed Gay teen quietly in love with Arquette.

Latin Boys Go to Hell

Definitely 1987's best title and the one featuring the most unabashed images of hunky
male nudes. Director Ela Troyano infuses her improbable soap opera plot with forrid La-
tino passions, sexual confusion, violence and much bronzed flesh. It makes for cheer-
fully cheesy fun.
Flipping

A Tarantinian gangster flick that features what is surely is the oddest Gay couple of
the film season. David Amos is a tall, handsome and violently ambitious thug who is se-
cret lovers with David Proval, a Ratso Rizzo-like undercover cop. This Gay angle in an
otherwise straight and bloody hoodlum yam makes for a real curiosity.
Lilies
Canada's John Greyson has created an impressively complex and beautifully crafted
Gay drama. Set in a prison and utilizing theatrical artifice and flash-backs, the story’s
tale of jealousy, love, revenge and redemption among a group of young students (and
later as old men) builds to a powerful conclusion. A fine example of ambitious Gay film-
making.
And the winner is...
Beautiful Thing

The innocence, tentativeness and joy of first love is celebrated in this delightful Brit-
ish-made Gay romantic comedy. Two teens, stuck in a London housing project and
mired in tumultuous family situations find happiness in the arms of sach other. A fairy
tale tonic for the jaded. Interestingly like Latin Boys..., the film was dirscted by a
woman, Hettie Macdonald.
Best Independent Lesbian Film
All Over Me

The Sichel sisters’ (Alex and Sylvia) debut film is a painfully tender and knowing story
of a girl's emerging Lesbian sexuality. Told with grit and real emotion, we watch as a
gangly teen (Alison Follard) leams of same-sex love: first an unrequited longing for her
best friend and later a fulfilling affair with a fellow student. Tough, tender and romantic.
Chasing Amy I

The most contentious queer film of 1997. Was this droll romantic comedy an insightful
lock into the fluidity of sexuality and sexual orientation or was it a straight white male's
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wet dream in which a New Jersey yahoo, “blessed” by nature of having a dick, suc-
cessfully seduces (and then abandons) a beautiful so-called “dyed-in-the-wool" Les-
bian? You'll have to see it to decide for yourself.

Late Bloomers

Lesbian romance is in the air and this refreshingly romantic love story revels in its
possibilities. Directed by sisters Julia and Gretchen Dyer, the story revolves around the
unlikely love that develops between two middle-aged women — one, a married woman
and mother, the other a shy and gangly schoolteacher.

And the winner is...
Fire

Deepa Mehta's original and emotionally charged drama is set in present day India and
tells of the love that develops between two married women. Their unfolding passions
ciash viclently with the matriarchal Indian society. A taut, brave and invigorating love
story.

Best Foreign Language Film
My Life in Pink (Ma vie en rose)

Ludovic is a 6-year-old boy who simply wants to be a girlI in this entertaining French
comedy-drama. His insistence at dressing in girl's clothing and his play marriage to the
boy-next-door is initially met with confusion and then increasing volatility from his par-
ents and their neighbors. A story of innocence, gender-bending and the indomitable
power of one little boy to be him(her)self.

Full Speed (A toute Vitesse)

Gael Morel, the star of the 1996 Wild Reeds (in which he played a Gay student) di-
rects this absorbing drama of the tangled sexual lives of a group of young people in
southern France. Bisexuality, unrequited Gay love and racial prejudice are some of the
themes he explores.

Les Voleurs (Thieves)

Catherine Denueve is a middls-aged professor who falls desperately in love with a
much younger woman in this crime drama by Gay director Andre Techine. Deneuve is
startling as a level-headed woman thrown into an emotional tailspin. An especially good
scene i‘s when Deneuve shares a bath with her young love — a sight both romantic and
sensual.

And the winner is...
Happy Together

The title is purely ironic in this, Wong Kar-Wai's somber yet fascinating look at the
death throngs of a relationship. Leslie Cheung and Tony Leung play two vacationing
lovers stranded in Buenos Aires. The two drift apart, but unable to break a bond that
strangely holds them, they come together again in a vain attempt at fulfillment. A Gay
love story with a universal theme.

Best Director
(an openly Gay or Lesbian filmmaker)
Gregg Araki for Nowhere

Notwithstanding his recent sightings in the ams of a woman, bad boy independent
filmmaker Araki concludes his L.A. “teen apocalype” trilogy with Nowhere (the other two
being, The Doom Generation and Totally F***ed Up). Possibly the most subversive of
queer directors for his stories are ostensibly straight ones, but with the allure of same
sex attraction always present.

And the winner is...
Gus Van Sant for Good Will Hunting

Van Sant’s drama of a troubled prodigy (Matt Damon) and his search for meaning and
a father figure has become a surprise hit. He wisely avoids the easy sentimentality in-
herent in the story an delivers instead a funny, touching exploration of friendship, injured
psyches and self-discovery. If he is nominated for an Academy Award for Best Director,
he will be the first openly Gay director to do so since James |vory in 1985.

Best Lesbian Character
Alison Follard for All Over Me

Follard is riveting as Claude, the gawky teen who suffers the pain of unrequited love
for her best friend, the tensions of accepting her own Lesbianism and the joy of hope
and love when she begins a real relationship with a young musician (Leisha Hailey).
Nathalie Richard for Irma Vep

This young French actress is alternately funny and heartbreaking in the role of Zoe, a
shy but impetuous costume seamstress who falls in love with the bewitching Maggie
Chueng. Her pursuit of Chueng is infense and realistic.

Marisa Ryan for Slaves fo the Underground

Ryan Is possessed the lead singer for the all-girl band No Exits who becomes fiercely
and overly protective toward a young bisexual women she falis in love with. She is seen
as a sexily butch blonde who is a talented and idealistic foroe of nature.
And the winner is...

Tilda Swinton for Female Perversions

The beautiful British actress plays Eve, a high powered and high-strung lawyer whose
suppressed anxieties and vulnerability become her undoing. She likes men and is even
involved with one, but her real passion is with Laila Robins. Their attraction and sexual
energy pulsates on the screen.

Best Gay Male Character
Robert Downey, Jr. for One Night Stand

Eschewing his maniacal acting style of late, Downey offers a good portrayal as Char-
lie, a young Gay man dying of AIDS in this Mike Figgis-directed drama. He plays a New
York choreographer who becomes bedridden. But from the hospital bed he is seen
helping his best friend (Wesley Snipes) with his romantic involvement with Nastassja
Kinski, partying with his friends and hospital workers and then offering a heartfelt finale
The film is terrible but Downey makes it at least bearable.

Philip Seymour Hoffman for Boogie Nights

Hoffman is Scotty J. dorky, pudgy porn set gofer who has the hots for the well-
endowed pomn sensation Dirk Diggler (Mark Wahlberg). His interest is initially played for
laughs, but his awkward and rejected pass at his object of affection is actually quite
touching. A big plus is that he doesn" die - a device used all too often in Hollywood.
Greg Kinnear for As Good as it Gels

As Simon Bishop, a talented conceptual artist who suffers the slings and taunts of his
racist, homophobic neighbor (Jack Nicholson), Kinnear gives a well-rounded and
thoughtful portrayal. He plays it slightly effeminate, but his performance is never cari-
cature. Ultimatsly, of the three leads, it is Simon who is the most well-adjusted.

Steve Huison and Hugo Speer for The Full Monty

Huison is the nerdy Lomper and Speer is the well-endowed Guy in this runaway hit.
They are part of the group of unemployed steel workers who decide to do a Chippen-
dale-style revue. The audience’s realization that the two are Gay (and secret lovers) is
wonderfully handled.

Kevin Spacey for Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

Spacey gives one of the best perfomnances of the year as Jim Williams, a suave
Southern antiques dealer who's on trial for killing his lover. He creates an unforgettable
character; brilliantly registering the humor, propriety, unconventional and sinister charm
of this man who may or may not have premeditated murder.

John Robin Baitz for Last Summer at the Hampfons

Finally a Gay character that stays true to his long-time lover (he rejects some meaty
temptation in the likes of a hunky actor), is intelligent, out and successful and finally,
does not die, Gay-based or made fun ofl Baitz, with his dark Andy Garcia looks is great
as Jake, a playwright visiting his wacky family in their sprawling estate in this Henry Ja-

lom talkfest. -

nd the winner is...

Rupert Everett for My Best Friend's Wedding

In the surprise hit of the year, Everett stole the show from stars Julia Roberts and
Dermot Mulroney. Playing George Downes, Roberts' editor and evidently second-best
friend, Everstt is charming, sensuous, funny and romantic, bringing to the screen mati-
nee idol looks and sex appeal. He also is the one who comes to the aid of the leading
lady and saves the day, offering a shoulder, hanky and a bon mot.

Best Transgendered Character
The Entire Cast of Bugis Street

The setting for this lively Singapore film is the Sin Sin Hotel, a haven (and workplace)

for a bevy of gorgeously attired, love-lom transvestite prostitutes. A delightfully tawdry

Please See Gay Academy Page 22
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melodrama enlivened by these determinedly romantic working “girls.”
Steven Mackintosh for Different for Girls

Tough siraight guy Rupert Graves becomes sexually confused when he discovers that
he's in love with Kim (Mackintosh), a post-operative transsexual. Mackintosh is a reve-
lation as the demure but stubborn Kim. She not only has to face the daily prejudices of
people but also has to work out the many obstacles facing her romance with Graves. A
startling and on-target porirayal.
Mick Jagger for Bent

Jagger is an eyeful as Greta a slinky cross-dressing chanteuse and owner of a deca-
dent Gay nightclub. He is in the film for an altogether too short a time, but his scene
belting out the Weill-Brectish song “The Streets of Berlin" while dangling on a trapeze
high over a delirious audience make the decadence of Cabaref seem like childsplay!
Renoly Santiago for Con Air

He plays “Sally Can't Dance”", a drag queen convict who may have been the prison
bitch of “Cyrus the Virus” Malkovitch, but is really just more proof of the Don Simpson
homophobia syndrome previously encountered in The Rock. Rencly defends the role by
claiming he was the bravest character in the film.
Mimi Rogers for Weapons of Mass Distractions

Rogers is totally believable as a high society wife who started out life as a Russian
peasant... boy! Having been molested by his father, he tums to a life of male prostitu-
tion, transvestism and, ultimately, transgenderism!
And the Winner is...
The Lady Chablis for Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil

One of most original Hollywood characters of 1997 is this black, middle-aged drag
queen and nightclub entertainer who boldly struts her stuff among the citizens of Sa-
vannah with a theatrical devil-may-care flippancy. Amazingly, she's not just a film char-
acter but a real-life person playing herself. She steals the show but does she ever get
into John Cusack’s pants?
Best Bisexual Character
Stanley Tucci for The Daytrippers

Read no further if you haven'’t seen the film but intend to! This wonderful low-budget
sleeper follows an excitable family clan's city-wide search to discover if husband Tucci
is having an affair. He is, and it ain't with a woman!
The Entire Cast of Crash

David Cronenberg’s dispassionate parable on urban alienation and sexuality features
James Spader and Elias Koteas as two “perfectly straight” guys who take their friend-
ship/rivalry a step further than the norm when they have sex in a car. Not to be outdone,
there is some better girl-girl action when paraplegic Rosanna Arquette gets it on with ice
queen Holly Hunter.
Sting for Gentlemen Don't Eat Poets

Sting plays a menacing bisexual butler who drives his wife to the bottle, an entranced
Alan Bates into a wheelchair and his secret male lover into a grave in this little-seen
thriller. Visual proof on the dangers of bisexuality!
Douglas Spain for Star Maps

Adroitly mixing toughness and vulnerability, Spain plays a Mexican-American teen-
ager who works for his father's prostitution business and has no problem getting it on
with both men and women. His real sexuality is never really uncovered in this bold story
of hustling, family turmoil and young dreams.
Rachel True and James Duvall for Nowhere

The drearmy Duval is first encountered jerking off in the shower to psychedelic fanta-
sies of both women and men and he almost ends up with the man of his dreams, except
that he turns into a giant cockroach and scuttles out the bedroom window. Rachel True
plays his girlfriend who also has the hots for Beverly Hills, 90210 star Kathleen Robert-
son.
And the winner is...
Ewan McGregar for The Pillow Book

The nearly ubiquitous McGregar plays a British translator living in Japan who is both
lovers to an older man as well as to calligraphy devotee Vivian Wu, We see him make

love to both, but he becomes the innocent victim to the deadly feud between his two
lovers.

Best Television Film
Breaking the Surface — The Greg Louganis Story

The fascinating life story of the diving champion Louganis tepidly unfolds in this
chronological account. We see the closeted Louganis suffer through family crisis as well
as the trauma of sexual identification. And even when he accepts his homosexuality, his
relationships with lovers is far from satisfying. A fine primer for fans and an interesting
account of one Gay man's struggle for self-respect and athletic success.
Twilight of the Golds

Hunk Brendan Fraser is surprisingly affecting as the Gay son who becomes embroiled
in his family's moral problem — whether his sister (Jennifer Beals) continues with her
pregnancy after it has been determined that the child would be predisposed toward ho-
mosexuality. With cloning and “the Gay gene discovery” in recent news. this drama ad-
dresses some serious issues, especially regarding homophobia. Garry Marshal and
Faye Dunaway star his hi-pitched Jewish parents,
In the Gloaming

A young Gay man (Robert Sean Leonard), in his final months living with AIDS, returns
to his parents home to reconcile with his estranged family. This drama, Christopher
Reeve's directorial debut, is at its best when it focuses on Leonard and his mother
(Glenn Close).
gnd the winner is...

z

This highly-regarded and widely-praised HBO miniseries about life inside a maximum
penitentiary prison features full frontal nudity, a candidly casual attitude toward Gay sex
and male rape, and Lee Tergeson as a convicted drunk driver (guilty of killing a young
girl) who becomes the heroin-snorting, forced-cross-dressing “prison bitch” of his white
supremacist cellmate.
Best Documentary
MURDER and Murder

Independent filmmaker Yvonne Rainer directs and stars in this drama/documentary
that explores both a relationship between two older women as well as the problem of
breast cancer that affects them both. Rainer appears shirtless, herself one who has had

breast cancer. A challenging, experimental look at Lesbian sexuality, aging and dis-
ease.

A Bit of Scarlet

This entertaining documentary on Gay and Lesbian images in British films takes a
lighthearted but informative look into sixty years of British film history and how the in-
dustry “handled” the subject of homosexuality. An important contribution to Gay and
Lesbian history.
Hide and Seek

Su Friedrich has fashioned a remarkable assemble of what it was like to grow up a
Lesbian in 1950s and ‘60s America. She mixes interviews with older women who re-
count their earliest memories concerning their emerging sexuality as well as a mock
documentary of a 12-year-old girl's nascent same-sex feelings.
And the winner is...
Licensed to Kill

San Francisco filmmaker Arthur Dong's film on imprisoned men who have killed Gays
men, make for an uncomfortable, troubling but startling important film experience. He
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Happy? - Leslie Cheung and Tony Leung star in “Happy Together,” which will play at the UW-
Milwaukee Union Cinema Thursday through Saturday April 2, 3 and 4.

interviews the often charming men in jail and allows them to recount their story and
feelings. Required viewing for anyone who wants to understand the often visceral na-
ture of homophobia.
Special Awards
Most Incidental Use of a Gay Character
L.A. Confidential

This impressive noirish crime thriller throws in some homosexuality to make the story
modemn. Ron Rifkin is a closeted Gay D.A. who is lured into a compromising position
with a handsome and desperate young actor. He is seen as vain, corrupt and weak.
Luckily, there is not much of him in this otherwise exciting film.
Gravesend

This small production features a low-key performance by Thomas Brandise as Mikey,
a quiet boy who hangs out with his thuggish friends (even though they make fun of him
every chance they get). After a day of listening to their homophobic comments and
epithets, he finally demands to know why they use such language and, when they ask
why he cares, be begins to confess...something , only to be told to shut up and go to
sleep.
Private Parts

This comedy disappointed the heterosexual males who flocked to see Howard Stern'’s
patently offensive schtick on the big screen. Also ostensibly missing was his promised
bevy of scantily clad “real Lesbians.” We saw instead a sheepishly chaming Stern and
just harmless seconds of his favorite objects of sexual obsession.
And the winner is...
Event Horizon

Blink during this horror/sci-fi yarn and you'll miss, during one particularly gruesome
scene, one of the devilish monsters taking an astronaut from the rear. One mystery
solved — there is at least bisexuality in hell.
Best Openly Lesbian Actress in Hollywood
Anne Heche

Could there be any one else? Heche discovers her Lesbianism while the world
watches in transfixed obsession. Happily, her very public romance with Ellen Degeneres
so far has not hurt her career. Her prodigious output in 1997 includes playing a presi-
dential adviser in Wag the Dog, Johnny Depp's long-suffering wife in Donnie Brasco, a
scientist in Volcano and a backwoods woman in | Know What You Did Last Summer.
Best Openly Gay Actor in Hollywood
Harvey Fierstein for Kull the Conqueror

Fierstein camps it up mightily as Kull's dastardly friend in this guilty pleasure sword-
and-sandal spectacular. The raspy-voiced Gay author and sometimes actor plays a
greedy mercenary who deceives our hero but doesn't get away with it. His best line is
when he cries out, “You know | don't like the smell of fish!” We understand Harvey.

Wilson Cruz for Joyride, All Over Me and Johns

This young actor, a veteran of TV's “My So-Called Life" has been active of late. His
best role of these three is in All Over Me in which he plays a student who is beginning
to accept that he is Gay. He begins to accept his homosexuality despite the homopho-
bic killing of friend.

And the winner is...
Rupert Everett for My Best Friend’s Wedding

Like Anne Heche for actresses, Everett is on the verge of becoming a leading man
who is also openly Gay. Although an actor for years, it was his seductive role in My Best
Friend's Wedding that caught the attention of Hollywooed studios. If he and Heche find
success as leading actors in straight roles, who knows who else might come out.

The “Full Monty” Award (they're all winners!)
The Pillow Book

Scot-boy Ewan McGregar sports a tan, blond hair, a curvaceous body and an impres-
sively large member for all the film-going public to see in this Peter Greenaway film. His
altogether nudes scenes are far from discreet glimpses, he's proud of what he's got and
languidly allows us to admire.

Love! Valour! Compassion!

Randy Becker plays Ramon, a homy and philandering young man in this Gay drama.
There are several lakeside scenes where we are offered a look at his chiseled body and
perky appendage.

Boogie Nights

We all know that the final scene where Mark Walberg as Dirk Diggler admires his foot-
long dong is only a prosthetic, but it did not stop thousands of Gay size queens to
swoon with fearful delight!

The “Emory” Award for Film Queen of the Year
(In honor of Cliff Gorman's portrayal of Emory in the 1970 film Boys in the Band)
Christopher Guest for Waiting for Guffman

Guest's flaming second-rate theatre director Corky St. Clair is sweet and flaming ball
of limp-wristed energy. But they say he has a wife in New York that no one ever sees,
ummm...

Jason Alexander for Love! Valour! Compassion!

Alexander clutches his pearls when tense, flails his arms about when talking, puckers
his lips when excited and acts in an all-together prissy fashion as the show tune-loving
Buzz Hauser (such a butch name for a lady!). He has some of the best lines and turmns
out to be quite lovable and affectionate.

Elton John for Tantrums and Tiaras

Seeing is believing in this behind-the-stage peek into the life of singer and reigning
show biz queen Elton John. Made by his lover at the time, we see Elton in full regalia
and hysteria. A grander show queen was never bom.

Dwight Ewell for Chasing Amy

Ewell plays Hooper, a fey comic book artist who puts on a show of butchness for his
fans of his macho comic book characters. She's not to be believed! Ewell's previous
roles include playing a Gay man in Flirt and the drag queen Helen Wheel in Stonewall,

the winner is...
Craig Chester for Kiss Me, Guido

Sporting a shockingly platinum mane, skin-tight hot pants and an impressive array of
shoes, Craig Chester's Terry is the epitome of theatrical Gay wit. He plays the catty
neighbor and friend to our Gay hero Warren. He’s biting, catty and bitchy (but only when
provoked!). Why, he's such a lady that even he friends proclaim that, “Bottom’ is
stamped on your forehead!” A delightful character who provides most of the humor in
the film. A disquieting stereotype or an on-target portrayal? Look in the mirror, Missy!
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Dear Ruttie

Dear Ruthie,

My brother called yesterday asking
that I not bring my lover (of two years -
a very happy two years | might add), fo
his son’s birthday party. My nephew
will be 1 year-old. My parents are great
with my lover and I, so | was surprised
by this request from my brother.

My first reaction was not to go fo the
party at all. My partner, however, as-
sured me that she would not be upset if
I went without her and encouraged me
fo go.

What do you think | should do? I'd
like fo go, but I'm nof sure what sort of
signals I'd be sending to my family, and
I'm nof sure how my partner would
really feel about the whole situation
when the time actually comes for me fo
go. | hope you answer this letter. | read
your column each week.

Thanks,
A Friend
Dear Friend,

Thanks for your letter and I'm thrilled to
hear that you like the column. Your prob-
lem reminds me of one | had with my
friend Harriet a few years ago. Harriet
didn't want me to bring our friend, Pearl,
to Harriet's birthday party. Harriet said
that Pearl had gotten so out of control
when it came to sleeping with men, that
she wasn't any better than a professional
prostitute. | asked Harriet how she could
make such a ridiculous statement when
everyone knows that Pearl gives it away
for free.

Things got more and more heated as
the conversation went on, and it ended
with me hiding Harriet's heart medication
and returning the foot massager | got her.
On the night of the party Pearl and | sat in
a bar crying over margaritas and stale
popcom. It was a sad and emotional night
- one that I'll never forget. Later that night
we went home with two Mexican car me-
chanics named Jose and Nacho. Jose
and Nacho, or“Crazy Cheese" as he liked
to be called, turned out to be two lovely
young men who gave us pedicures and
changed the oil in our cars the next

*morning.

Now where was |7 Oil .., feet ... marga-
ritas ... Pearl ... birthday ... your nephew.
Yes, your nephew's birthday.

Well... | think you need to talk to your
brother and find out what the real problem
is here. You need to find out why your
brother suddenly can't have you and your
partner together in the house. I'm as-
suming that you and your partner have
been together for as long as you say, and
that the relationship is a strong one where
you behave in an acceptable manner
when others (particularly kids) are pres-
ent. It seems like he's afraid of your “life-
style" around his newborn. Yes - that's
wacked (as the Kids say).

Ask “Brother Do-Good" what he's afraid
of. Don't let him squirm out of this. Find
out why things have changed now. |s it
the kid? Is he afraid you and your partner
are going to strip down right there and
make it on the dinning room table? “Can
someone pass me a piece of birthday
cake? Can someone pass me a fork?
Can someone pass me a dental dam?"

C'mon! Ask your brother if he thinks
you two will be sending out some sort of
lesbo vibe. Ask him if he thinks he'll need
to fumigate after you leave. In any event,
get to the real problem.

| wouldn't go to this birthday without
your partner if your relationship is as seri-
ous as you say it is. The kid's going to
have other birthdays. Let your brother
know that you can't come without your
spouse. Drop off a gift if you want. Re-
member that you've made a commitment
to this woman you're with. Show your
brother that your commitment is strong
and normal and that his reasoning is not.
Dear Ruthie,

Can you believe the nerve? | have a
best friend and a new lover who are
behaving badly.

I told my friend to treat my new love
nice. Talk to him and make him feel
welcome at this party we went to. My
new boy did not know anybody there
and | did not want him feeling left out.

Well, Ruthie, let me ftell you what
happened next. | came back into the
room after fixing myself a little drink
(us girls love our drinks), and there was
(the best friend) sitting on my new
man’s lap. They were laughing and
stuff. When they saw me, (the best
friend) got off and sat down on the
couch.

There was room at the party for him
fo sit. He did not need fo be all over

Ruthie

(the boyfriend) like that. I bitched (the
best friend) out good the next day. He
says | am nuts and taking things foo
seriously. Am I? Do you think | dam-
aged this friendship forever? Who is
wrong here?

I do not know if people really come up
with those ways to sign their name or
nof. Here is the best | could do.
(signed)

Party Pooper
Dear Pooper,

Sitting in laps??? Boy are you asking
the wrong dame! Honey, I've been in
more laps than a napkin. [|'ve got so
many belt buckle and zipper impressions
on my butt, | look like I've been branded
by Levi.

It sounds like your amigo - | can't stop
recalling my night of ecstasy with Jose

and Nacho - took your request too liter-
ally.

You have to consider the situation too.
You kids were at a party, there was some
alecohol involved, and it sounds like every-
one was having a good time. | mean,
there's a difference between being silly at
a party in front of everyone, and doing a
down and dirty lap dance. There's not
much of a difference if you're anything
like Pearl, but there's a difference none-
theless.

You've wamed your friend that you
didn’t like this behavior and that he
seemed to get a little carried away - leave
it at that. Just watch his behavior around
the boyfriend in the future to make sure
this doesn't continue. If it does, you've
got yourself a problem. Watch the boy-
friend too. Who's to say he didn’t encour-
age this? After all it was his lap and his
beefy burrito your friend was sitting on.
I'm sure there's nothing to worry about.
Don't end your friendship over one little
incident like this.

Now ['ve got to go. All this talk about
laps, parties, and burritos has gotten fto
me! Pearl and | are gonna drain the oil
out of our cars and give Jose and Nacho
a call. Oh - the toe nails will be flying to-
night! And, hey, if you want to drop me a
letter, I'd love to answer ft.

You can reach me at The Wisconsin
Light - 1843 N. Palmer St. - Milwaukee W/
53212. Yes, | read all of them and yes,
people really do come up with those nifty
little ways to sign their letters. If not, | just
add “a friend” when the letter is printed. |
don' like to include real names. See ya
next time!

BOOT CAMP SALOON
MILWAUKEE'S
LEATHER/LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, WI
414-643-6900 » e-mail BCSaloon @aol.com

See Us On the
Internet

http:// waww. Wiliecht.com
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Mardi Gras At Mama’s! Show above are two the revelers at Mama Roux's Mardi Gras / Anniversary Party
held at the bar on Saturday February 28",

in Between Owner Curt Peck and a bag piper who treated the bar's St. Pal's Day crowd with a
special performance

Bill and Jimmy, managers of the new Milwaukee Bar, Fluid, during their opening night on St, Pat's
Day.
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Great Places In

WISCONSIN

Appleton
Rascals Bar & Grill

Eau Claire
Scooters
Wolf's Den

Green Bay
Brandy's 11

Buddies

The Napalese Lounge
Sass

Za's/Java's

Kenosha
Club 94

La Crosse
Cavalier Lounge
Players
Rainbow's End

Lake Mills

Cross Roads

Madison
Geraldine's

Kirby's Klub

MAD Bar
Manoeuvres

Room of One's Own
Shamrock

We Are Family

Milwaukee
Afterwords Books
Ball Game

1100 Club

Boot Camp

Cest Le Vie
Clinton St, Antigues
Club 219

1D’s Place
Designing Men
Dish

Emerald's Lounge
Fannies

Fluid

Glass Menagerie
CGirubb's Pub

In Between

Just Us

Kathy's Nut Hut
La Cage

L.a Perla

M & M Club
Mama Roux
Milwaukee Eagle
Milwaukee Room
Rene's Cozy Comer
S Water Street Docks
Silver Dollar Cafe
Station 2

This Is It

Triangle

= | Walkers Point Cafe
Woody's

Neenah
Diversions

Racine
JoDees
.« | What About Me?

Sheboygan
The Blue Lite

Stevens Point
The Platwood Club

Superior
JT's

Main Club
Trio

Wausau
Oz

MW, Food

W,m
MW

Mw
MW
MW, DI
WM
MW, DJ

MW, DJ

Mw
S/IG MW
Retail

G/S MW

WM, DJ

MW, DJ, Shows
M, L/L

MW, DJ, Shows
Books/Expresso
MW
Retail/Expresso

Retail/ Expresso
M, Sports Bar
M, L/L, Food
M, L/L

M Shows
Retail

Mw DJ, Shows
Wm, DJ

Retail

W, DI

MW

Wm

MW

Fine Dining
MW, Food
Mw, Sports Bar
WM, DI

Wm

Mw DJ, Shows
Mexican Food
MW, Food
Mw, Food

M, L/L

Fine Dining
MW

M, L/L

Food

Wm

Mw

M

Food

M

MW, DJ

MW, DJ
MW

MW

G/S, MW DI

MW DI
MW
Wm

MW, DI

702 E. Wisconsin

411 Galloway
302 E. Madison

1126 Main Street
1264 Main Street
515 S. Broadway
840 §. Broadway
1106 Main St,

9001 120th Ave

114 N 5th St
218 Main Street
417 Jay St.

W6642 Hwy B

3054 E. Washington
121 W Main St

150 S, Blair

150 S. Blair

307 W. Johnson
117 W. Main St
524 E. Wilson

2710 N. Murray
196 8. 2™

11008, 1st St.

209 E. National
231 8. Second Street
1110 8. 1" Street
219 8. 2nd St.
4025 N Port Washington
1200 8. 1"

235 S. Second

801 E. Hadley

200 E. Washington
819 S. Second

124 N. Water

807 8. 2" 81,

625 S, 2nd St.

807 S. 5th St.

1500 W. Scott

801 S 2nd St.

735 S. 5" Street
124 N. Water

1875 N. Humboldt
300 W, Juneau
316 N. Milwaukee
3500 W. Park Hill
354 E. National
831 8. 16" SL
1534 W. Grant
418 E. Wells

135 E. National
1106 8. First Street
1579 S 2nd St.

1413 Green Valley

2139 Racine St.
600 6th St.

1029 N. 8th St.

701 Highway 10W

1506 N 3rd St
1217 Tower Ave
820 Tower Ave

320 Washington

54991

54703
54703

54304
53204
54303
54304
54301

53140

54601
54601
54601

53551

53704
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703

53211
53204
53204
53204
53204
53204
53204
53212
53204
53204
53212
53204
53204
53202
53204
53204
53204
53204
52304
53204
53202
53202
53203
53202
53208
53204
53204
53204
53202
53204
53204
53204

54911

53403
53403

53081

54481

55880
54880
54880

54401

954-9262

835-9959
832-9237

437-3917
437-9256
432-9646
437-7277
435-5476

857-9958

782-9061
782-9279

648-8457

241-9335
251-1030
258-9918
258-9918
257-7888
255-5029
258-9006

963-9089
273-7474
647-9950
643-6900
276-8890
647-1773
271-3732
962-9487
389-1200
273-Dish
265-7325
649-9003
645-8330
347-1962
384-8330
273-2693
383-2233
647-2673
383-8330
645-9888
347-1962
347-0344
273-6900
271-7666
933-7363
225-9676
645-8860
383-5755
278-9192
383-9412
384-7999
672-0806

725-3374

634-9804
632-0171

457-1636

341-8862

394-2580
392-1756
392-5373

842-3225

Read The Light
Get the Latest News On the Web

www. wilight.com

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Together Again — Former Triangle Bartenders Bill Wardlow and Jimmy Balisireri posed with
former Triangle owner, Al Thomas and a few of the many friends who were at Fluid on Friday,
March 20. Bill and Jimmy are managing the new bar which is located at 819 S. Second Street.
(the former Zippers) The bar has been redone and Is said to be a great place to meet your rnlends
and make new ones. From the crowds that have been observed visiting Fluid, it looks like it will
become one of Gay and Lesbian Milwaukee's most popular stops.

Cheers - La Cage Showcase members, Michelle, - L and Sasha Mitchell - R'toast the new Queen
of Wisconsin, Miss Sage La Rue (Center) Sage won the Miss Gay Wisconsin Contest last month
and La Cage celebrated by throwing a nice champagne reception in her honor on ‘Fr%day, March
20. The reception was followed by a performance of the La Cage Showcase featuring Sage as a
special guest. Sage brought the house down (like when doesn't she) with her numl:fers. Also
featured that evening as Milwaukee native Gay comic, John Mc Givern. Mc Givern is in town fof*
his one man show which will be at the Milwaukee Rep March 26 through March 29.

GREATEST
COCKTAIL
HOUR EVER

2-9pm Monday - Friday

Domestic Beer $1.25 « $1.75 Rail

= Tuesdays-9pm to-Close
$2.50Top Shelf * $1.75 Rail

Q Wednesdays 9,1:;;}1’10 lam
s Beer Bust $4 or 80¢/Glasses of Beer
e

;ﬂu‘mdays_ 9pm to Close
$1.75 Rail~)

,::7 “-Sagq;da_ys Tap Beer 80¢ (‘til 6pm)
i Blﬁb@x&s',_nScrews, Greyhounds - $2.25
(untr'fb’pﬁ?) = &

o

Sundays Screws,

- Greyhounds - $2.25 (until 6pm)
Tap Beer 80¢ (‘till 6pm)
$1.75 Rail (9pm ‘il close)

196 South Second
Street
Milwaukee

Saturday & Sunday Specials: Food, Shots & Fun
- 273-7474 -

Pizza Served Anytime! Party Room Available!




Nations Grapple With the Gay Lives of Their

Greatest Muses

By Jack Nichols

As reported in a recent issue of Wiscon-
sin Light, Germany has been rocked by
the publication of a carefully researched
study based on 2,500 letters written by
Johann Wolfganl_g von Goethe—long re-
garded as The Fatherland's greatest cul-
tural genius--letters proving the Muse was
homosexually inclined. The book, The
Tender Caress of the Tiger, by a highly
respected biographer, Karl Hugo Pruys,
has found its author's "Goethe was Gay"
thesis favorably received by non-German
scl;?ulaxs zlilnd cotics. s

ys has been angrily castigat Y
many of Germany's own critics, however,
who seem to accuse him of dragging
Goethe's name through the mud.

At a news conference Tuesday, October
14, Goethe's controversial biographer said
he hoped his countrymen wouldn't ggy
attention to the nation's alarmed and dis-
g{gﬁﬂcﬂ pundits and would read the new

to make up their minds individually.
He hopes his study of Goethe, he said,
will ignite more open discussions about
Goethe both in Germany and abroad.

In the United States, Walt Whitman's
recognition in other lands became finally
responsible for spotlighting his poetic
genius among his countrymen. American
academics could no longer deny Whitman
recognition, therefore, though some
"high-minded" researchers continue to
suggest that while Whitman may have
been homoerotic in tone, he was probably
celibate.

Gary Schmidgall, author of the ac-
claimed bio y of Oscar Wilde, The
Stranger Wilde, now watches with con-

siderable wonder as his latest book, Walt
Whitman: A Gay Life, sparks heated
controversies about the sexual orientation
of The Poet of Democracy. Schmidgall
dances, say some reviews, with noticeable
ease into scintillating arepas of high
scholarship.

The Manhattan-based researcher- suc-
ceeds in humanizing Whitman, while
maintaining a deep-going affection for the
great Gay poet that 1s apparent on nearly
every page.

Along with other Whitman-myths de-
bunkings, Schmid takes on David
Reynolds recent al/ bio y, Walt
Whitman's America (1995) for Rey-
nolds' attempt to downplay or dismiss
Whitman's umesexuahlz. Schmidgall's
Walt Whitman: A Gay Life, rescues the
m;s sex life in grand style for which the

adelphia Inquirer congratulates him
for successfully linking Whitman's sexual
desires—as Whitman himself did—with
his greatness as an inspired seer.

An enraged mini-sized review in the
New York Times, however, blithely
scolded Schmidgall for once again daring
to tell readers that Whitman was Gay and
for not only repeating this (the review
Says) unnecessary ]Fomt but for making it
beyond a shadow of a doubt.

Admirers of this Whitman biographer,
however, say that the author has per-
formed with passion, humor and finesse.
They note that the Times reviewer would
seem, sadly, to prefer that Americans
pretend, just as German mtellectuals do,
that a great Muse's compelling spiritual
affirmations—can't be acknowledged as
Gay-inspired. Or, if a great genius' same-
sex attractions are actuall onstrable,
say the shocked ongs, then those very
facts must be allowed no public emphasis.

The response of Great Britain to the ap-
pma_chtn% centennial of the death of one
of its foremost homosexually-inclined

eniuses, Oscar Wilde, has been more
estive. Wilde, a contemporary of Whit-
man's, suffered imprisonment because of
19th century sodomy statutes. He then
watched his reputation sink m what he
believed would spell etemal infamy for
his progeny. Wilde's dson, Merlin
Holland, was so hounded in childhood
that his name—Ilike that of Wilde's wife—
was changed to protect him from public
taunts.

Today, however, as his own son nears
adulthood, Wilde's grandson is agan tak-
ing for himself the Irish playwright and

's name. Wilde festivals are currently
mg held throughout the nation and at
last coumnt, it is said, 400 books about
Wilde have been published.

Wilde, speaking of Walt Whitman
whom he met, said that America's poet
was the precursor of a fresh new kind of
man. Whitman, on the other hand called
Wilde "frank and outspoken and manly."
Gary Schmidgall uncovers similarities
both men demonstrated in their strategies
and what drew them together from sepa-
rate cultures to make of them such ad-
miring friends. ) h

Schmidgall, also critiques David Rey-
nolds' deliberate attempt at neutering
Whitman as well as all such mystification
of the poet's nigh-blatant sexuality. Such
scholarship only si , he seems (o say,
a ostrich-like buri ofspholar‘liym:a
Eglse instilling a suffocating and unhealthy

i i ess" about sex.

¢ problem, it seems, that some
straight intellectuals have, is that they
think that the words “Gay” and “genius’
are contradictions in terms. It is time, high
time, they woke up and began to under-
stand the truth.

Rey Perry
Continued from Page 12

He says he has not spoken to her in 35

years.

“It’s one of those things - I just have to
leave it alone,” he says of his marmiage.
“My ex-wife and oldest son have made it
clear they do not want me to contact them.
It still bothers me, but I have to respect
their wishes.”

In 1984, however, his youngest son sud-
denly contacted him the two have be-
come friends. Perry even served as
preacher for his son’s wedding.

For James Michael Perry, a 33-year-old
Midwestern construction worker, coming
to terms with his Gay father has been a
hard lesson in unconditional acceptance.

“My perception of my father growing
up, from what my mother had told me,
was that he was an evil man, that homo-
sexuality was the devil's work,” he says.
“Now that I know him, I’'m proud of what
he's done. 1 don't understand homosexu-
als, but I don’t think Gay jokes are funny
anymore. I'm different now, thanks to my
father.”

Perry recalls meeting with his adult son
for the first ime, at a Mexican restaurant
near his home in Silver Lake, with his
lover and mother in tow. “I was gonna be
big, bad and butch - I was not going to
cry,” he says. “But as soon as we jomed
hands for prayer, everyone was blubber-
ing. The waitress took one look at us and
came over to ask if the tamales were too
hot.”

After three decades of steady growth,
Perry’s movement has become a growing
financial force. Last year, U.S. parishion-
ers alone donated more than $15 million
to his churches.

By all accounts, Perry lives modestly.
He shares a two-bedroom condominium
with DeBlieck and is paid an annual sal-
ary of $62,000. Stll, he's amazed by his
success.

“A friend once said he thought we’d be-
come a living room [operation] m West
Hollywood and maybe one m San Fran-
¢isco,” he says. “But we never dreamed of
this.”

Last year, with the help of a $1-million
down payment raised through church col-
lections, his movement paid $3.8 million
for a complex in West Hollywood - its
present worldwide headguarters - with
plans to transform the building mto a
church space, visitors center and Gay and
Lesbian museum.

Perry continues to advocate for Gay ou

rights, both inside and outside the church.
He has been invited to the White House
conferences on both AIDS and hate
Crimes.

In recent years, his churches have
gained legitimacy among the religions
community at large, accepted into a
growing number of mterfaith councils.

“When you think of where the religious
community was in 1968 n respect to ho-
mosexuality, something had to give,” says
the Rev. Albert Cohen, executive director
of the Southem Califomia Ecumencial
Council, which last year voted to accept
Perry’s churches for membership m 1ts

group.

The author of four books on homosexu-
ality and religion, inchuding The Lord Is
My Shepherd, and He Knows I’'m Gay,
Perry remains an mspiring €1, a man
well-versed in Scripture, who mixes pas-
sion and storytelling with a touch of the
absurd. 2

“So many times he's made me laugh,”
says L.A. County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, a friend of
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district includes West Hollywood's s1z- his address book and crossed out the

able Gay Fopu]zmm. “The only difference names of those friends just n Los Angeles
between Troy Pelaqndme is that I'm a2 who had died from Aﬁl)lgtin the p?sltgfew

Jew and he’s a ian. But if 1 was were

, al : ; A years. There 86.

Chnistian, I'd want him as my minister. ~ And Perry prepares for others, such as a
He'd keep me awake. clergyman in his church whose AIDS re-

Ask Perry about his challenges and he
talks about reaching out to self-loathing
Gays and Lesbians who ask, “How can
God possibly love me?” He also copes

lated illness has brought him near death.
On his office phone, he consoles the
man’s lover with an explicit set of direc-

: e _ tioms.
vt e calls e st and 0, *Rementor (0 1 him 10 mect a the
Eastern Gate.”

with the “oppression sickness” that he
says leads to increased alcohol and drug
use,

His biggest battle, though, is agamnst
death. Especially difficult are services at-
tended by parents who shimned their Gay
children while they were alive.

“They're the ones | want to drop-kick,
Jesus, right through the goal posts of life,”
he says.

In his funeral services, he reminds such
parents of precious moments with their
sons that they missed. “I tell them what
wonderful men they tumed out to be, how
proud of them we all were, even if they
weren't.”

Just the other day, Perry went through

GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

$2-4/Min. 18+

155 Riowo M

www.voicemale.com

Just $2.49 per minute for certain optional features. 18<. Movo Media, Inc. docs not

pre=screen callers and takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598

011-56900- <
2503

GAY MASSAGE
IMMEDIATELY

. 011-683-8118

Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone
lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-268-404-6433

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY S&M STUDS

NASTY ROUGH GROUP SEX

? 1900-745-1095

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-575-4088

KINKY MILITARY TOPS: 1-900-745-4320

" SLAVEBOY BOTTOMS: 1-900-745-3459
! - HAIRY BEAR STUDS: 1-900-745-4845

1-ON-1 WITH SLEAZY-TALKIN' DUDES
WILD GROUP JACK * DUDE TALES

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-354-4688
HOT BODYBUILDERS: 1-900-745-3120
UNCUT LATIN TOPS: 1-900-745-1250

HORNY BLACK DUDES: 1-900-745-7273
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Voice Personals

1o8UuU0D Jo8Ig
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\FREE GAY GHAT

over 6,000 callers daily

b’ 1 -704-319 2050
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online
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Mormal LT to Atlanta = Adults Only 184

% Wisconsin Guys
& Live 1-on-1

Free Voice Personals
‘Free Bulletin Board

HARDCORE 24 HOUR ACTION 8
Dver 5,500 Calers Per Day 2
THE PIPELINE

1-268-404-5331
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Hard, pumped
and ready for )
daction...

Over 4,000 callers daily
Live, HOT phone action

1-473-441-19¢

= L[N Fiites Apply
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» PowerCruise:
Live 1-on-1
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Numbers
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Wisconsin Light Personals

Talking Personals! Hundreds of guys to choose from! Call Now!

HOUSEKEEPING! This Single
White Male, 30, extremely sub-
missive and petite, seeks a domi-
nant master. | wanl you to humili-
ate me, lotally conitrol me, and
make me serve you. [l be your
French maid, strp for you, or do
whatever you want me to.
(Milwaukee) =15914

NO VANILLA HERE This White
Male, 32, 6'2", 175 Ibs., blonde,
smooth, seeks a master who's into
senous bondage/discipline, humil-
ation, light M, and cross-

BE A YOUNGSTER This 'ﬁood
looking, good nalured, White
male, 33, seeks a younger, Bi
male, 18 to 22, who loves the out-
doors and believes in safe sex. |
like jogging, swimming, camping,
and lots more. w14445

BUTT PLAY ALL DAY I'm an
attractive, 43 year old, Gay, White
male, boltom, into guys of all ages
and races. I'm especially turned
on by butt piay and am extremely
oral. (St. Paul) =14469

A NEW BEGINNING This 30 year
old, White male, just coming out of
a rocky relationship, seeks new
friends to pal around with. | live
about 30 miles out of Appleton.
(Appleton) =11492

GREEN BAY BOY I'm hot to meet
someone for good times. Lel's get
together and make our fantasies
come true. (Green Bay) 12744

LIFT A LOAD This good looking,
pretty well built, White male, col-
lege student and weightlifter,
23, 511, 235lbs, seeks other

dressing. I'm also inlo nude
beaches, nature, walks, music,
and dancing. This is my first ad,
so please call. =15525

YOU ONLY I'm a very versatile
Bi Male, 38, 57", 192 Ibs.,
slocky and orally talented, with
a beard, mustache, and a
shaved head. I'm looking for
you only. Race doesn'l matter.
=15525

ARAB ADMIRER This Hispanic
Male, 33, 5'9", 165 Ibs., mascu-
line and straight-acting, seeks
Arab, Middle-Easlem, or White
Men who are masculine, good-
looking, and height/weight pro-
portionate for friendship and a
possible long-term relationship.
=15330

ANY AND ALL I'm a Gay Male
looking for any kind ol Male
who's Gay, =15533

ARE YOU BEING SERVED?
This submissive Male, 40's,
seeks an overweight White

Male master into foot worship, |5

humiliation, and oral servilude.
Make me a slave. =15306

DON'T HOLD BACK I'm looking
for large, musclebound Men who
are uninhibited and not afraid to
show off what they've got.
(Minneapolis) =15365

SHARE THE HEAT This 27-year-
old Male, 5'11", 185 Ibs., wanis lo
hook up and share hot times with
other Guys. (Minneapolis) =15423

SERVE AND OBEY Slave wanted
for ongoing training and absolute
submission. Experience pre-
ferred, but novices will be consid-
ered. Applicant must desire lo
serve and obey. (Minneapolis)
25710

THE WETTER THE BETTER I'm
a 39-year-old Male living in the
downtown area. I'm very into
waler spors, so give me a call if
you're interested. (Minneapolis)
=15623

WHAT'S IN YOU HEAD? I'm a Bi

Native American Male, 22, &', 200

Ibs., with dark brown hair and

hazel eyes. |'m looking for inlel-

lectual Guys my age who want 1o

have good conversations and
ood times. (Northeastern
isconsin) 16118

| LIKE YOUR IMAGE This retired
civil erﬁmeer and historian, 50,
would like to meet some younger
Guys, 20's to early 40's, who are
beefty and well-muscled to photo-
graph for my own personal collec-
fion. I'm not looking for any kind of
relationship really, just the oppor-
tnity 1o appreciate young Male
bodies. Il treal you kindly.
(Milwaukee) =15718

FRIENDS FIRST This good-look-
ing professional Hispanic Male,
23, would like 10 make new
friands, ages 20-30, with the pos-
sibility of a relationship later on,
(Milwaukee) =15240

DOWN FOR THE COUNT I'm a
masculine, in-shape Male, 510",
185 Ibs., looking for Guys to exer-
cise with. | wrestled in high
school, and am also interested in
Judo. Let me know if you have
experience on the mat. (Southeast
Wisconsin) =15592

TWO, FOUR, MORE? I'm a 26-
ear-old Male, 58", 160 Ibs.,
i t/  weight proportionate,
eking Gay Men, Gay couples, or
groups who are open to anythin
and want to get wild, (Rockfor
=15918

NOT AFRAID OF THE DARK I'm
a Gay Male, 40, 510", 150 Ibs.,
HIV+, with dark blond hair and
blue eyes. I'm looking for a friend-
ship and por,sibbe relationship with
the right Guy. | paricularly like
dark-skinne Men, such as
Blacks, Latinos, and Asians, but
all interested Males are welcome
1o respond. (Rockford) =15982

GOODBYE GREEN BAY Good
looking, rugged, White male, 34,
6'2, 18BIbs, into snowskiing,
walerskiing, motorcycles, and
other fun stuff, seeks a guy to
enjoy life with. I'm maoving 1o Texas
in a lew months. (Green Bay)
14092

NEW TO ALL THIS I'm a 42-year-
old Male, 6'3", 220 Ibs., with grey-
ing brown hair and green eyes.
I've been in the closel my whole
life and am just coming out a little
bit. I'm looking for understanding

Gay Males to talk to. I'm trying to
figure out just what it Is that | want.
(Milwaukee) 715863

IT'S ALL GOOD This Bi Male, 20,
59", 150 Ibs., is looking for Males
18-25 to do anything and every-
thing with. =15236

ON MY KNEES I'm a submissive
White Male, 40, with a foot fetish.
I'm looking for dominant Males for
master/slave games and to orally
service. Heavy or chubby is a
plus. Il be on my knees waiting.
(Milwaukee) =16005

PASSIONATE AND BUILT I'm a
clean-shaven, well-built Gay
White Male, 82", 190 Ibs., in
search ol other fit Gay While
Males for passionale, discrele
relationship. (Rochester) 16188

HERE TO PLEASE This Gay
White Male, 41, seeks Marred
Men, attatched Guys, inexperi-
enced or curious Guys, or Males
who haven't been with another
Male for a long time. Let's get
together and have some fun.
(Rochester) 16283

A CONNECTION IS MADE I'm a
-looking Male, 35, 5'11", 185
bs., with brown hair and green
eyes. | like a lot of things and am
very versatile. |I'm hoping to con-
nect with some new people.
(Minneapolis) =16116

THREE-FOR-ALL I'm a Gay
White Male, 39, 5'11%, 185 Ibs.,
HIV-, looking for discrete 3-way
aclion with a masculine, healthy,
malure Gay White Male couple,
35-50, who have been together for
al least two years. You should
have average lo nice looks, be
versalile, and enjoy mutually salis-
fying activities. The possibillities
could be endless. Ongoing
encounters would be great.
(Minneapolis) ®16317

PLEASURE WITH YOU This very
versalile Black Male, 38, 5'7", 190
Ibs., dark complected, with a
shaved head, beard, and mus-
tache, seeks a well-endowed Man
of any race, preferably a top, for
mutual pleasure. I'm stocky and
very talented orally, and I'm wait-
ing to meet you. (Milwaukee)
15624

SOMETHING IN COMMON
Attractive, well built, White male,
35, 5'10, 180lbs, a versatile top,
with dark hair and Green eyes,
wanis o hear from other homy
men. (Minneapolis) =14557

RIDING THE TRAILS Fun lovi
White male, 5'11, 220lbs, wit
Brown hair and Blue eyes, wants
to meet someone 1o spend time
with. | like camping, long walks,
mountain biking, and ing out
at home. (Appleton) =115

EARLY RISER This 38-year-old Bi
Male bottom is looking for top
action, preferably in the momings.
| need something big to fill me up,
=14813

uys, around my age, to have
?n with. (Oshkosh) =13457

KINKY CAPERS This big,
White male, 235ibs, likes all
sorts of men, especially if they
are a little on the kinky side. |
4 don't want a relationship but | do
‘| want to have fun. (Minneapolis)
| =14430

KNEEPADS ARE WORN
Submissive, White male, in my
forties, seeks a dominant, White
male, preferably over 40, for
humiliation, foot worship, and
oral servitude. Heavy or chubby
Quys are welcome. I'm eager 10
serve and am walling on my
knees. (Milwaukee) =14170

MUSCLED FOR MEN This
muscular, young stud, new to
the Gay scene, wants to meet
some guys and get with it
(Davenport) =1

] HOW Bl AM 1? I'm a Married
White Male, very, vary vary Bi,
looking for a Guy to togeth
er with on a regular

48, 59", 180 Ibs., with a gDod
build. | enjoy the outdoors and
walching videos, and thong under-
wear really tums me on. Let's
meet. =25097

LACY LUST Extremely horny, Bi,
White male, 36, into lingerie,
stockings, garer belts, bras, and
anythlng lacy, wants o be gang

ed by a ci up of extremely

ung, Black men. | wanl to rev
up me video camera and capture it
all on video. (Minneapolis)
14650

SAUSAGE FACTORY Good look-
mg, well hung, White male, 33,
6'2, 175Ibs, seeks fun and more
with other hot men in the area.
(Rochester) =14057

VIVE LA FRANCE This 37-year-
old Bi mamed male would like to
meel men or women for hot times.
I'm French and very horny.
(Minneapolis) =14564

TO THE POINT This slave boy
needs dominant men o control
and humilialte me. (Milwaukee)
=15105

LEAVE IT TO THE
PROFESSIONAL I'm a 22-year-
old Hispanic Male, professional,
looking to meet another guy for
good times. =14973

CLEAN FUN I'm a clean Malg, 25,
62", in search of other clean
Males for good times, nathing seri-
ous. I'min the Manéa:o area, but

ities

travel to the often.

(Mankato} =15028

LOOK INTO MY EYES This
Single Male with dark blonde hair

hazel eyes finds black-haired
Males with green, blue, or grey
eyes altractive. | have a variety of
interests and don't like gay bars.
=15057

THE SEEDS OF LOVE We're
both fit, trim, and masculine. You
have a passion for goals and are
emotionally secure, HIV-, 31-38,
5'8"-8', non-smoking, and a Hgm
drinker only. I'm an attractive Ga
White Male, 33, 6'1", honest, mel-
low, communicative, funny, inde-
pendent, and thoughtful. We both
want a long-term relationship.
Gardening is my passion, what's
yours? (Madison) =15057

EXPANDING MY CIRCLE You
can't have too many friends, right?
This Gay White Male, 33, 6'1", 180
Ibs., with dark blonde hair and
hazel eyes would like to locate
new friends, Gay, Bi, or Straight, in
the Madison area. My interests
include gardening, biking, goif,
UW sports, movies, art, dining oul,
and just talking. | have an overall
reat personality, according to my
riends.  You be the judge.
(Madison) =15064

THIRD SHIFTER Attractive, White
male, in my mid forties, 57,
170Ibs, with Brown hair and Blue
eyes, seeks other guys to get
together with in the momings. |
work third shift and have momings
o spare. Maybe we can have
some coffee and if we hit it off,
some times. I'm a smoker.
(Milwaukee) =14470

PLACE YOUR FREE AD NOW, CALL 1-800-546-MENN - LET MANFINDER DO THE REST!

-900-370-1 626

Call the

AM 078/3-11-98




AIDS Prevention
Continued From Page 1

But far from being an anomaly, this case
brings to the fore one of the most impor-
tant unresolved issues under the disability
law: the definition of disability.

In the 1990 law, Congress did not spec-
ify diseases or conditions. Rather, it
brought le under the law's umbrella
in essentially two ways, to quote the
statutory language: if they have "a physi-
cal or mental impairment that substan-
tially limits one or more of the major life
acﬁvities"chor if they are "regarded as
having such an impairment.”

Although regulations issued by the Jus-
tice Department have provided more spe-
cific gmdance, exphclliy identifying "
disease (whether symptomatic or asymp-
tomatic)" as an example of an "impair-
ment," the lower courts have found the
definition troublesome.

Lower courts have ruled that conditions
like epilepsy, insulin-dependent diabetes,
breast cancer and various forms of mental
illness are not covered by the law. The
courts are divided over whether asymp-
tomatic HIV infection is a disability.

"The utility of the statute for peug;e
with significant medical disorders is be-
fore the court right now," Wendy Parmet,
a law professor at Northeastem University
in Boston, said in an imterview. _

Parmet, one of the lawyers representing
Sidney Abbott, the plaintiff in this case,
said that increasingly, "courts are creating
high hurdles, cuttng plantiffs off at the
pass" by questioning whether a condition
actually amounts to a disability.

In the case now before the court, Bra§~
don vs. Abbott, No. 97-156, the Ist U.S.
Circuit Court of s, in Boston, :[111;»-
plied the disability law to Abbott on the

und that her HIV-positive status had
ed her to conclude that she could not
have children; she testified that she feared
both infecting a baby and not living long
enough to raise a child. She was therefore
"substantially limited" in the "major life
activity” of reproduction, the appeals
court ruled last year.

Dr. Randon Bragdon, the dentist who re-
fused to treat Abbott in his office, in Ban-

or, Maine, told her instead that he would

her cavity in a hospital. In his appeal,

CLASSIFIEDS

Organizations

Galano Club A social club serving the recovering
Gay and Lesbian community. Regulardy scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step
meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave.,
(414) 2766936 %

Body Improvement

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom vacuum pumps or surgical Gain 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)
m

Housing/Rent

Milwaukee—For Rent, Washington Heights, 1422
N. 48" St., Upper, 2 bedroom + den, dining room,
built-ins, HWFs, pantry, porch, §525 + security.
Credit check. Available April 15, (414) 383-6530.

SLEEPING ROOMS

FOR RENT
231 South 2nd Street

(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpet = Very Clean
King Size Whirlpool

CALL (414) 291-9600
or (414) 271-1576

CLASSIFIEDS

Bragdon is asking the Supreme Court to
rule that Abbott was not disabled when
she came to his office in 1994 and that the
1990 law consequently did not apply to
their interaction.

_Bragdon's brief also includes an altema-
tive argument based on an exception that
Congress wrote mto the law, providing
that a disabled whose condition
"poses a direct threat to the health or
safety of others" need not be served.

It 1s the prospect that each plamtiff
might have to not only prove that he or
she suffers from a particular condition,
but to also demonstrate from scratch i
each case why the condition should be
considered disabling, that has mobilized a
wide range of disability ps, from he-
mophiliacs to people mental retarda-
tion and multiple sclerosis.

Bennett Klem, who will argue the case
for Abbott before the court on March 30,
said, "In our view, HIV is always a dis-
ability."

"It's mot the Social Security Act, where
being disabled means you can't work,"
said Klein, a lawyer with a Boston public-
inferest law firm, Gay and Lesbian Advo-
cates and Defenders.

Hearing
Continued From Page 1

that would ban partial birth abortions.
Sources at the Capitol, told The Wiscon-
sin Light that most of those favoring AB -
104 also registered in favor of the partial
birth abortion bill.

Nearly all of the supporters of the bill
quoted from the Bible or gave their inter-
pretations of the Bible. One minister
seemed to be calling for the public execu-
tion of Gays and Lesbians. Another min-
ister denounced any clergy who would
bl%'_f Sﬁiulllle Sex un.ions.( e

e bill's nents (including a repre-
sentative sent E The Wiscnnsign Li%:t},
countered by te o;uijthe Committee about
their own relationships and the problems
they face due to the prohibition on Same
sex marriage. Some also addressed
growing anti-Gay violence m Wisconsin
and charged that the bill was an attempt to
force the religious beliefs of some on eve-
ryone I i the State.

Openly bian State Representative
Tammy Baldwin (D-Madison) was pres-
ent for much of the hearing but did not
testify due to Assembly protocol under
age demonstrated by those who spoke
against the bill. I was very touched by
their eloquence. That activism went a

long way towards slowing down, the bill's

Phone Encounters

Free Chatlines!
The Hottest Action 24 hours! (473) 441-1146 or
(212) 796-3382 or (704) 319-2071. More Free #s:
(213) 680-7595. Only 1dr apply: 18+ e

Horny Frathouse Talk!!—18+ only. 1-268-404-
5292, Only int'L. 1dr apply/ ¢

MEET GAY & BI LOCALS
Free to Browse & Respond to
Voice Ads!

(414) 344-5889
PUB # 612 (18+)

FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT

PowerCruise, Personals, More!
1-212-796-3365
1-704-319-2065
1-473-441-1065"
1-268-404-7440"
1-767-446-9398™*

18+ ONLY LD RATES APPLY
*INT. L.D. RATES APPLY

WILD WISCONSIN

M E IN

Hook-up now! TRY I'T FREE!!!
The Confidential Connection®
414-224-6462
608-274-7171
920-431-9000
18+ Use free code: 4440
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which members do not testify against bills
proposed by other members.

Afterwards Baldwin told The Light, "I
was very proud of the visibility cour-
Progress.

104 easily passed the State Assem-

bly after a bitter six hour hearing held in
ausau. That passage came when all but
one of the Assembly’'s Republican major-

i ity voted for it and only 20 of the cham-

ber's 46 Democrats voted agamst it. The
bill's prime sponsor was Lorraine Seratti,
(R- Spread Eagle)

Stung by cnticism that they did not do
enuugE to stop AB 104 m the Assembly
where they are m the minority, Senate
Democrats (who control the State Senate)
refused to hold a hearing on the bill.

In an effort to force a vote on AB-104,
Wisconsin Chn;lmns ;Jmted (WCU) be-
gan a post card and letter writing cam-
Ea.\gn cﬂeomandmg that the Senate pull the

ill from the Judiciary Committec and
vote on It.

A copy of the WCU letter received by
Wisconsin Light and signed by the head
of the religious extremist group, urged re-
cipients to write to various legislators, but
had the names of the legislators spelled
wrong.

Govemnor Thompson had announced that
he ﬁuld sign the legislation if it were

passed. {

Sources at the Capitol say that Senate
Democrats felt caught i an election
quandary. On the one hand they did not
want to alienate their Gay and Lesbian
constituency. On the other hand they rec-
ognized that Gay marriage is not popular
with the voters.

The hearing, these sources say, was
held to hold off any motion to pull the
legislation from the Judiciary and bring it
a vote on the Senate floor where most ob-
servers say it would pass.

Complicating matters were factors of
timing, The Republican candidate in the
special State Senate election to be held
next month is expected to win and that
victory would give the GOP conirol of the
State Senate. Furthermore the legislatiye
session is scheduled to end on March 257,

The Committee Chair, Senator Robert
Wirch (D-Kenosha) has been quoted by
several media sources as saying that the
bill will not come up for a votc in his
committee making it unlikely that it will
pass in this session of the legislature,

But ug]:.;\nems of the legslation should
not celebrate yet. The election in Novem-
ber may give Republicans (who largely
favor the bill) control of both houses of
the Legislahwe. As one State Capitol
Source said "I have a feeling this one will
rcar“its ugly hecad again come next Janu-
ary.

Needle Exchange
Continued From Page 1

In this, Nelson was quoting from a re-
cent report from the President’s advisors
on HIV disease sent to the Shalala and the
White House.

(For a more complete story on this re-
port, see article in this issue.)

“Every day that passes without action,”
Nelson continued, “can be measured m
needless new infections that we know
how to prevent.”

In aﬁreeing with the President’s advi-
sors, Nelson said that, “Sadly, we must
conclude that it is a lack of polizical will
and not scientific evidence that is creating
your (Shalala) failure to act.”

“This political treatment of a serious
public health issue is killing people and it
must cease,” Nelson emphasized strongly.

Nelson said that it was four years ago
Lhé;ﬂmunﬂlht;l;l ARCW launched its first
needle exc ¢ program “nght here in
Milwaukee.” Y o

“Over four years,” Nelson said, “we
have given out one million needles n this
city. We have also taken back one million
$rty needles and properly disposed of

m "y

Nelson noted that ARCW’s experience
in the past four years is that more IV drug
users than ever before are seekin Tgiﬁ

(4]

counseling and  treatment
fowest per capi
owest per capita

ARCW’s drug treatmen{
“Wisconsin has the 7

rate of HIV infection in the country,” Nel-

son noted.

“that in this city (Milwaukee) which is the
epicenter of AIDS m Wisconsin that
Mayor (John) Norquist has closed the
door on any discussion of city funds for
needle exchange.”

On the other hand, Nelson said, “Gover-
nor Thompson, we are pleased that your
door is open.”

. Saying that prejudice against AIDS is

‘continuing its “long, ugly course here in
Wisconsin,” Nelson said that “We cannot
allow AIDS discrimination in our state.”

Nelson said that ARCW will “ask the
legislature and the Governor” to enact an

{IV anti-discrimination law so that the
civil rights of people with HIV are com-
pletely protected.”

Supreme Court
Continued From Page 1

Colorado Springs, CO, spoke of his past
heroin use¢ and argued lhsg:: avaﬂahiﬁlga of
needles is no more likely to cause drug
use than matches are to cause smoking.

“*The question should be, "Do you care
about the lives of le like me?" said
Anderson, who no longer uses drugs but 1s
HIV positive. ~"Are you willing to take
steps, perhaps politically risky or um-
po‘?ulm steps, in order to save lives?"

‘Federal law allows funding of needle-
exchange pro s, but only if the De-
partment of and Human Services
concludes that they are effective in re-
ducing the spread of HIV without m-
creasing drug use.

HHS Secretary Donna Shalala has al-
ready agreed with leading scientists that
the programs are effective in fighting
HIV. But she says she is stll reviewing
drug use data, promising to make the deci-
sion on good science.

“"We will operate on the best informa-
tion available," agency spokeswoman
Laurie Boeder said.

Council members say the proof is al-
ready th:rei u:i‘xit:lng SiX govem‘;nem-ﬁmde%
reports, inc g an independent group o
experts convened by the National Insti-
tutes of Health.

“"Does needle exchange promote drug
use? A nderance of evidence shows
either no ge or decreased drug use,”
the NIH concluded more than a year ago,
saying the ban on funding for these pro-

will lead to “'many thousands of
unnecessary deaths.”

But Shalala is still waiting for studies by
drug abuse experts and is still reviewing
the "data already available, Boeder said.
The results of studies will not be available
for several months, she said, adding,
“There is no timetable" for announcing a
decision,

Council members accused Shalala of
letting politics dictate poljci;. but they
stopped short of calling for her resigna-
tion, as some members have suggested.
They have also rejected suggestions that
they resign in protest.

More 80 needle exchanges, paid for
by private, state or local money, already
operate in thex]ljlar;iﬁg&fﬁcs. bi\.:tﬂ?IDS ac-
tivists say e em require
federal funding. More importantly, Hitt
said, more private money would be gener-
ated if the government gave its endorse-
ment.

“"Many m this country and the

cople
world are m&ng to the secretary to say
the science is there," he said. " It's time for
her to come out and say where she
stands.”

A Decade of
.[’Jy,/tl

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.
Palmer, Milwaukee, WI 53212,

RATES ARE $2 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
vou would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Also
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements or

Nelson said that lives are being saved,
but that more lives could be saved if the
government would allow “the millions of
dollars” it spends on AIDS prevention to
help fund needle exchange. -

ARCW, Nelson told his audience, is
able, with current funding from prvate
sources, to “reach only one-third of IV

renewals.

= 2> users.” . 3
NAME ADDRESS PHONE  “We are struggling to find the resources
— -~ - to reach the other two-thirds and to begin
i bl ZPCODE poedle exchange programs in Madison,

ASE {CK J g N 1 Y D TO AP . .
PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE(S] IN WHICE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR A PEAR Beloit, Kenosha and

said. : y
“We are disappomted,” Nelson said,

reen Bay,” Nelson

April9__ ; April23___ ; May 7_;| May 21___
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The Pros and Cons of Vacationing With
and Without Your Gay World

By Sasha Alyson

Whenever you plan a vacation, the pro-
cess involves more decisions than you
might realize. Some of these choices are
made consciously; others may be resolved
without your ever realizing that you had a
choice.

Will you travel by yourself, or with a
friend? Independently, or with a group? A
big group or a small one? Go back to a fa-
vorite spot, or visit a place you've never
been?

Do you want total relaxation, with no
challenges and no stress; or something
more active? Will you choose a destination
where you speak the local language, and
therefore can interact with the locals; or
one with a language barrier, offering more
new experiences, but mors limited interac-
tion?

If going as a couple, do you look forward
to meeting other people, or do you primar-
ily want time together? If single, are you
seeking to maximize your odds of a little
romance?

For Lesbians and Gay men, there's one
more choice. Do you prefer to be amidst

other Gay people (i.e., on a Gay or Les-
bian tour, or in a Gay resort town), oris a
straight onvlrormm.t just fine?
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| asked a number of Gay and Lesbian
travelers whether they would prefer a Gay
or non-Gay group. Many were open fo ei-
ther, depending on circumstances.

Among those open to a non-Gay envi-
ronment, three reasons were voiced re-
peatedly:

Aftitude, Several individuals found too
much “attitude”, or aloofness, in Gay
groups. Yet a larger number said it had
never been an issue. (As | note below, the
“comfort” of a Gay trip was the top reason
given by people who preferred that op-
tion.)

My conclusion: Gay attitude does exist,
but it's often in the eyes of the beholder. If
you frequently feel you're “getting attitude”
in Gay situations, you'll probably feel the
same way on a Gay trip. If it hasn't been a
concern before, it's not going to become
one now.

Variety. Tina, who waits tables in a pre-
dominantly Gay restaurant, said quite sim-

ply, “I| needed to get away from where eve-
rybody's Gay. It's refreshing to see other
types of lives." She goes on biking tours
which—unlike bus tours — draw a higher
percentage of younger people.

Cost. "l looked at a Gay frip to Egypt ana
a similar one with a regular tour company.
The straight company charged $700 less,”
reports Matthew. “| went with them and
had a great time.”

Not everyone reports such price differ-
ences, and it's tricky to be sure you're
comparing similar frips. RSVP cruises, for
example, may cost a bit more than others,
but the entertainment is typically better. Do
compare; but don't assume Gay trips will
cost more.

As for those who preferred a vacation
with a Gay and Lesbian group, four factors
stood out:

Comfort level. Jim told me, “When | was
more closeted, | preferred Gay trips be-
cause | didn’t have to watch what | said.
I'm now out to everybody, and | still prefer
Gay groups. It's just more comfortable.”
That word “comfort” came up often in my
interviews.

New friends. “I've never made long-term
friendships from the straight trips I've been
on, whereas | have several good friends |
met on Gay ftrips,”" says my officemate

Strider. Others made the same observa-
tion.

Romance. Whether you're looking for
sex or love, or both at once (You optimist!)
the benefits of a Gay or Lesbian group are
obvious.

In addition, look for trips with activities
that serve as ice-breakers. “| got to know
fewer people on a cruise with 700 people
than when | went to China with 26," says
Ellen. “The China ftrip's tour director un-
derstood group dynamics, and how to get
people to interact. I'm still in touch with
many of them.”

Age. “| took a mainline bus tour in Swit-
zerland. Half the people were retired mar-
ried couples, and most of the others were
single straight women,” recalls Marc. “|
never really connected to any of them.”

Some mainstream tours draw a younger
crowd, but for many, the breakdown that
Marc experienced is typical. Ask blunt
questions (but without revealing what an-
swer you're hoping for) of a tour company
before making a decision.

Send questions or m%mh about Gay
travel to Sasha Alyson, Alyson Adven-
tures, P.O. Box 180179, Boston, MA
02118 (email address:

ALY Y BIRUTEIDA0] com).
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Forums address the pros and cons of re-entering the work force.
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SPEAKERS: Arlene Kochman, Center for AIDS Intervention Research & John Meir, Private Therapist
* Helps individuals develop plans for dealing with the sudden possibility of living a long, productive life

with a chronic disease.

The Tangled Web of Public Benefits...............coveeerernreresesesesesneneescAPPil 8
SPEAKERS: Julie Dixon* Seidl, Benefits Specialist @ ARCW: Attorney Lisa Clay Foley @ ARCW;

Kathy Alsteen, Benefits Specialist @ Independence First: Social Security representatives
* Helps participants understand the options allowed by Social Security for earning extra income,
working part-time or returning to a career.

RECEPTION 5:30 PM
PROGRAM 6:00 PM
For more information, call 414-225-1523.

All forums are free for interested individuvals.

LOCATION ARCW, 820 N. Plankinton Ave., Milwaukee




