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National Gay &
Lesbian Task Force
Releases State by
State Survey of
Equal Rights Fight

Washington, DC—-The National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) has re-
leased its annual survey of state legisla-
tion. Capital Gains and Losses: A State b
State Review of Gay, Lesbian, Biscxual\f
Transgender, and HIV/AIDS Related
Legislation in 1997 is a telling picture of
the prominence of states in the national

e occurring over the rights of Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
(GLBT) tﬁ&gg
_Since ask Force began tracking ac-
tivity in state legislatures in 1995, the
number of GLBT related measures has -
creased each year. The intensity of these

activities also remams high.
"1997 was an unequivocal forward
on our march to justice,” stated Lo-

bel, Task Force executive director. "We've
long known that the states and local
communities are not only the barometer
for the state of Gay, Lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender ri in America; they
arcthe of the storm," a.ddedlnbel
‘ preh vﬂmd ghts la . fi Gf
comprehensive civil n ws for
Lesbians, and bisexuals, W un
State's statewide ballot initiative to ban
employment discrimination based on sex-
ual onentation - the first such measure
evermthecmmtry were some of the

yea:s

gtun s initiative was defeated,
andMameslawml]bepmmavoteun
February 10th.)

Also, the passage in 1997 of major do-
mestic partnership imitiatives in the state
of Hawaii and the cities of San Francisco
and Chicago, led with a record num-
ber of fav;)er%ble X estic partner bills in-
troduced, reflects the growing importance
of family issues in ﬂle%LBT comm

The continued forward for the

freedom to marry during the past year was
also a critical component in the effort for
full recognition of GLBT families.

In the meantime, the right wing's rally-
ing around a hmnophoblc state adoption
worker in Texas is indicative of the at-
tacks on GLBT families that occurred in
state legislatures in 1997 and foretells a
likely increase in such attacks during the

199 sta;%e : tive sesm
ummary
The Task Force Tracked 248 pieces of
legi compared with 160 in 1996)

128 p:eces of legxslaum classified as
favorable a in 38 states (compared
wnh 61 in 25 states in 1996).

* 120 pieces of legislation classified as
unfavorable appeared in 44 states (com-
pared with 99 m 40 states in 1996).

* When marriage bills are removed, the

ﬁ show 124 favorable measures and

unfavorable measures (comy with
56 and 50, respectively, in 199

* The 46 anti ¢ bills re'pmented
38% of the unfavorable bills introduced,
and 53% of all the unfavorable that were
passed into law.

* HIV/AIDS measures represented the
lm'gwt mn-ﬁf (23%) of the favorable

ced as well as passed
(38%)

* Civil rights measures represented the
second largest percentage of favorable
bﬂlsmtrodtwed?ia{)%)andS% of the fa-
vorable bills

For a cop ofCapltalGamsandLosses
A Swtebygtatekcwewof(}a{uv bian,
Bisexual, Transgender, and /AIDS
Related Legislation in 1997, or for contact
information of statewide po]mcal organi-
zations, contact NGLTF's media director
at (202) 332-6483 ext. 3314.

FREE

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

Same - Sex Couples Gain
Adoption nghts in N.J.

Thanks CCF — Members of the Saturday Soft Ball League were on hand to present Cream City Foundation
Chair, Tony Rhodes with an award thanking CCF of its support of the SSBL. Shown above back row (L-R)
are Tom Rowland, Mike Vukovich, Tony Rhodes, and Bob Melig. Front row, Tom Salzsieder and Dan
Nelson. CCF gave the SSBL a $1,500 grant to help fund the Milwaukee Classic and Midwest Invitational
Softball Tournaments.

Civil Rights Stakes Will be Highest Ever for
Lesbians and Gay Men in 1998

New York—Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund (Lambda) said on
December 30, that the new year will see a
record number of Lesbian, Gay and
AIDS-related concems in the country’s

est courts.

1968, mmgda more than 50 cases on
its docket, Lam! anticipates a ruling
from Hawaii’s court that may

make civil marriage avai]able to same—sex pli

couples for the first time in this country.
State by state, Lambda also is ﬁghr.mg
child custody and adoption rm
discriminate against same-sex es. In
one such case, North Carolina’s highest
court is expccted to rule on whether Fred
Smith, who is Gay, can have his two sons
returned to his care, since his ex-wife won
custody because of ‘his sexual orientation.

In the US Supreme Court this s&ne%.
Lambda is coordinating “amicus” brefs
challenging a Maine dentist’s refusal to
treat a woman with asymptomatic HIV.
The case, “Bragdon v. Abbott, brought by
the Gay and Lesbian Advocates and De-
fenders, could determine whether the
Americans with Disabilities Act covers
hundreds of thousands of people who are
mfected with HIV, but show no sign of
illness.

Also on Lambda’s Supreme Court
docket is a case on behalf of an Atlanta
lawyer, who was fired from the Georgia
State Attomey General’s office because
she is a Lesbian and had a private, relig-
ious wedding ceremony. Lambda and
ACLU are co-counsel for the lawyer
Robin Shahar.

Lambda awaits a Supreme Court ruling

m another oyment-related case, “On-
cale v. § er Offshore Services,
Inc.”, for which it authored an “anncus"
brief Jomed by the leading women's or-
ganizations as m Gay and other civil
nights groups. same-sex sexual har-
assment case, heard by the Court Decem-
ber 3, Lambda urges that the federal law
a sexual harassment at work be ap-
without regard to the sex or sexual
onentanm of the harasser tr.]): “mdmpread
e to the wi
problcm of am%ay employment dis-
crimination is one of the first cases to test
California’s protections for Lesbian and
Gay workers. Ar; Bﬁﬁm agamst Califor-
Casualty ement’s firng of
sa.lesman Dan Kovatch is expected before
a state court of appeals in the
In the only active federal appeal of
“Don’t Ask, 't Tell,” Lambda with the
ACLU, has just filed its brief in “Able v.
USA. A district-level court rejected the
policy as unconstitutional m July; the US
Comt of for the Second Circuit 1s
xpected to hear the government’s appeal
eaﬂy in 1998
In a renegade decision last fall, a three
judge federal panel disregarded the Su-
preme Court’s ruling Colorado’s
Amendment 2 and eld Cincinnati's
nearly identical Issue 3, which would pro-
hibit legislators from approving discrimi-
nation protections for Lesbians, Gay men
and Bisexuals. Determined to put an end
to the country’s last remaining anti-Gay
ballot initiative, Lambda and co-counsel
have a edf‘orahemng by the entire
Sixth Circuit Court.

Gay Group Praises Coors Brewing Co., But
Calls for Continuing Boycott of Coors Beer

West Hollywood—In the third week in
December, with a crowd of nearly 100 in
attendance, the Stonewall Democratic
Club held a community forum at the Met-
ropolitan Comm Church to discuss
the issues surm mg Coors Brewing
Company, the Coors family’s 1t for

wing exiremist causes and the 20
g—old

cott of Coors products by the
Gay community.

At the conclusion of the community fo-
rum, Stonewall's Coors Advisory Task
Force presented a resolution to its mem-
bership, simultaneously praising Coors for
their strides in creating a positive and
non- discriminatory environment for its
Lesbian and Gay employees and calling
on the community to refrain from pur-
chasmg Coors products until such time as

Coors family, its businesses, and
fmmdanms cease funding ]c;r providing
leadership to organizations whose mission
includes the denial of fair and equitable

treatment of Lesbians, Gays, and other
minorities,

In September, Stonewall President Eric
Bauman appointed a seven member task
force to evaluate the ongoing controversy
surrounding Coors. The force gem
two months reviewing of over one thou-
sand documents, including news articles,
SEC, FEC and 'IRS reports, analysis by
progressive and Gay groups and a variety
of other documents.

The task force interviewed a wide as-
sortment of community activists, political
activists, reporters, watchdog groups
(such as lgﬁrla for the American Way),
union officials and both line and man-
Cgcmem employees of Coors Brewing

The Task Force analyzed the political
contributions of Coors family-owned
companies and foundations, and oi' Coors

Please See Coors Page 10

Newark, NJ—Gay and unmarried cou-
ples in New Jersey have won the right to
jointly a children in a settlement
hailed by Gay rights advocates as the first
n the nation to put such couples on equal
fo&u'h?f with married people.

e the settlement applies only to
children under the state’s custody, activ-
ists said it will streamline the adoption
process for Gay and unmarried couples

and provide permanent homes to more
children now m foster care.

“The senlcmem ees that all cou-

les secking ; opuons will be dludged only
Efvu] eir ability to love and support a

d,” said Lenora M. Lapidus, legal di-
rector of the state chapter of the American
Civil Liberties Union.

_The settlement was flayed by conserva-
tives.

“I think it’s a sad commentary,” said
Republican state Assemblywoman Marion
Crecco, sponsor of a bill bannmg same-
sex marriage that has not yet made it to
the Assembly floor.

“I think every child deserves to grow up
with a mother and father. It’s a very natu-
ral thing,” she said.

Robert Knight, director of cultural
studies for the Family Research Council, a
Washington think tank, called the settle-
ment “a victory for homosexual activism
and a defeat for children already bruised
mhfemdmneedufaumtau. committed
husband-and-wife family.”

The agreement by New Jersey authon-
ties came in a class-action lawsuit brought
in June by Gay and lesbian families with
the assistance of the ACLU.

In about half the states, including New
Jersey, each individual in a Gay or unmar-
ried relationship could adopt a child, but
the “second-parent” adoption required an
additional petition, taking more time and
money.

Flonda and New Hampshire bar adop-

lzGa ys and Lesbians. The rest al-

ividual adoption by Gays and have
not been tested for second-parent adop-
tions by a Gay partner, Adams said.

Under the setl.ltlelmmt, the New J:ég:y
must sc its cy barring joint
tion of r:sp wnr%(; b);( Gay orj unmarried
couples.

It may deny consent to them only by ap-
plying the same it applies to
married les, inch:dm% “considera-
tions such as the stability of the prospec-
tive adoptive couple’s relationship,” the
settlement said.

In addition, it allows any Gay or unmar-
ried couple who believe they are denied
joint adoption based on marntal status or
sexual orientation to ask a state jud%e to
gnfarce the decree and award them legal
ees

Wendi Patella, a spokeswoman for the
state Division of Youth and Family Serv-
ices, said the agency now has custody of
about 100 children who are ehglble for
ado'pnm In 1996, 687 children m the di-
vision's care were she said.

Kate Kendell, executive director of the
National Center for Lesbian Rights m San
Francisco, estimated there are 8 million to
l3m1ﬂ1m1ch11drenbem raised by Gay or
Lesbian parents in the ed States.

A
Decade of

.£.
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News Briefs

New Zealand Court Nixes Same-Sex Marriage

Wellington, New Zealand-AP- An appeals court ruled out mmriza;ge for same-sex
couples, E:: two of the court’s five judges agreed that New Zealand’s marriage laws
discriminate against Gays and Lesbians. .
The Court of A y}ud,ges were unanimous in deciding that the country’s 1955
Marriage Act requires marriage to be between a man and a woman. [ el
But two of the justices said the law violates the Bill of Rights Act by discrimnating
against same-sex couples. Nonetheless, the court found that act cannot override the

Marriage Act. i ; :

The judges were considering an a by three couples in long-term Lesbian rela-
tionships of a High Court decision last year that struck down their marriage applica-
tions. :

The appeals court judges said only new legislation would allow the Marriage Act to
accommodate same-sex marrnage.

Psychoanalysts Support Same-Sex Marriage

New York, NY-AP- On December 18, the Executive Council of The American Psy-
choanalytic Association adopted the following resolution initiated by the Lamba
Legal Defense and Education Fund: Because marriage is a basic human right and an
mdividual sonal choice, RESOLVED, the state should not interfere with same-
gender coupmqwhu choose to marry and share fully and equally in the nights, respon-
sibilities, and commitment of civil marriage. T ' o
Marvin Margolis, M.D., Ph.D., president of the Association expressed his enthusiastic
support for this resolution and congratulated those many psychoanalysts who have
uislcd gjh‘l;ca% and judicial avenues against attempts to infringe upon the civil rights of
all mdividuals.

State Commission Looking at Same-Sex Rights
Denver-AP- A state commission looking at the rights and responsibilities of same-
sex couples won't meet a March 1 deadline to issue its findings.
The commission is charged with compiling a report companndg the legal and eco-
nomic rights, rcsimnsibilitics and benefits of same-sex couples and married couples.
Sen. Ken Amold, R-Westminster, and state Rep. Marilyn Musgrave, R-Fort Morgan,
sponsored a bill earlier this year that sought to strengthen Colorado's ban on same-sex
marriajes. The measure passed the legislature but was vetoed by Romer, who ap-
pointed the commission without naming Amold or Musgrave. y
""The nature of families is changing,” Anderson added. “"It's important to examine
what does that mean, for individuals 1 the relationships, the children, for property is-
sues, inheritance, survivorship rights." o
Leyba said the commission will look at “*what barriers may be created by existing
law'"to same-sex partnerships. While the commission is unlikely to propose a law for
the legislative session that begins Jan, 7, she said, "'If we determine there are statutory
barriers, legislation could be something down the road."

Australia to Look into AIDS Vaccine

Melbourne, Australia-AP- Researchers will use a snmt from a U.S. AIDs group to
study a crippled strain of the AIDS virus in hopes of developing a vaccine for the fatal
illness, officials said Friday.

Professor John Mills, head of Melboume's Macfarlane Burnet Center for Medical
Research, said the research on HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, will take an approach
similar to the methods used to produce vaccines for measles and polio. I

The center was awarded $415,500 for research by the nonprofit Intermational AIDS
Vaccine Initiative of New York. ‘ jy

Mills said the center will use the money to let five of its scientists spend three years
researching the potential of the crippled strain of HIV, discovered in Australia in 1995,

Governor’s Campaign Chair Won’t Apologize

Montgomery, AL-AP- The chairman of Gov. Fob James' re-clection campaign is
ungafologcuc about using an offensive term for Gays during a television appearance.

ontgomery Mayor Emory Folmar, himself the 1982 Republican nominee for gov-
emor, used the slur during the 'Good Morming, Montgomery" television show aired
last Thursday.

"1 used the word "queer’ and I'll use it again. I'm not going to call them Gay. I don't
approve of their lifestyle one bit," Folmar told The Montgomery Advertiser in a story
published Tuesday, December 23.

The governor earlier this year called for the impeachment of Supreme Court justices
and judges who have issued rulings that he calls t%ﬁ?dulem and illegal. ’

Canadian MD Convicted of Assisted Suicide

Toronto-AP-A doctor pleaded guilty Monday, December 22, to assisting the suicide
of a man with AIDS, becoming the first Canadian physician convicted of helping a
patient to kill himself.

Dr. Maurice Genereux, 50, was released on bail and will be allowed to continue
treating patients pending his sentencing.

Genereux administered potentially lethal doses of sleeping pills to two HIV-positive
men,

“If you've seen AIDS or looked in the face of AIDS you can see that the end should
come when the dying person wants it, not when some other person decides."

Genereux is scheduled to be sentenced in March. The maximum prison sentence in
Canada for assisted suicide is 14 years,

Supreme Court Rules in AIDS Insurance Case

Honolulu-AP- The Hawaii Supreme Court has overtumed a Circuit Court order that
allowed an insurance company to deny disability payments to an AIDS patient.

The high court sent the case back to Circuit Court for a jury trial.

The ruling came in the case of an unnamed dentist, who was identified only as John
Doe. He died on Sept. 27, almost 12 years after Paul Revere Insurance Co. issued him
a disability income msurance policy.

_m}‘hc_man later filed a claim for benefits, saying he was totally disabled with an HIV
ection.

The man's other attomey, Kirk Cashmere, said the Supreme Court was appalled that
the msurance company denied the benefit even though the man paid his premiums and
was entitled to receive his benefits,

Attomeys for the insurance company were not available for comment.

Hormel Nomination Block Continues

Little Rock-AP- Sen. Tim Hutchinson, R-Ark., says he will continue to oppose the
nommnation of James Hormel to become ambassador of Luxembourg after meeting
with the nominee in Hutchinson's Washington office.

Hutchinson said after the meeting Friday that he is opposed to the nomination be-
cause of what he says is Hormel's opposition to several U.S. policies.

President Clinton nominated Hormel, a homosexual from San Francisco who is heir
to the Hormel meat fortune and a major Democratic donor, for the post in October,

The nomination has been put on a Senate hold by Hutchinson and Sen. James Inhofe,
R-Okla., and some other senators.

Hutchinson and Inhofe blocked Hormel's confirmation last month because of con-
cemns he would push a Gay-rights agenda they oppose. The action drew criticism from
the White House and Gay-rights groups that called it discriminatory.

Graham Welcomes Gays to Crusade _

San Francisco-AP- The Rev, Billy Graham, who has Parkinson's disease and pros-
tate cancer a to be in fa.llu;ﬁ health again.He has, however, been able to make it
to the it and has addressed the most hotly contested issue of his trip to the San
Francisco %ay area: homor:s-?,xua.h"‘%.a1

d, ever

*"Whatever your ba _
night," he has told crowds in San

sexual orientation, we welcome you to-
TAncisco.

names of 760 residents who have died from AIDS.

Memorial - Viewers of the new Key West AIDS memorial are shown above. The memorial contains the

Key West AIDS Memorial Dedicated on

World AIDS Day

Milwaukee—The Key West AIDS
Memorial was dedicated on Monday, De-
cember 1, 1997, commemorating 760 per-
sons with connections to Key West, who
have died of AIDS. Many local residents
were in attendance for the dedication
ceremony, as well as representatives from
m@a Brewing Company and Landmark

“Miller is proud to be a sponsor in this
homage to those who have lost their lives
to this devastating disease. We hope that
they Key West AIDS Memorial will not
only serve as a tribute, but as a reminder
that there is still no cure for AIDS,” said
Tom Reed, director of government affairs,
Miller Brewing Company.

Miller Brewing Cg:lcm)'any was the first
corporate Sponsor the major con-
tributor donating $50,000 toward the
i lanning Land

e ear stages, -

mark Egmerpr_isps}f ?nc.. hcadqugartered n
l\df:l“;aukee, Wisconsin, (\lwas cqntag;eq:l to
velop rships and a signs
for the m% Landma:kc?olgguctedg?n
international design contest in which Per-
kins & Will/Wheeler, Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, was chosen to be the memorial's
architect.

Design

cer,
AIA and

;}ﬁncipals were David §;
Cy 1e-

ames Young, ASID.

ferred to the memorial as “...a powerful
reminder of the importance of our memo-
ries. What better place to remember the
warmth of our relationships than where
the land, sea and sunny sky become one.
We are honored to have been a part of the
creation that provides a place to reflect on
those we love.” . )

Other members of the de team in-
%ludcd SSleve Busse, an?lri%l % Dawvid

Tank, tqﬂnnl—lahn E

“We are honored to have bgen :p]g;t of
this memorial from the beginning,” said
Jim Moore, account supervisor, Landmark
Enterprises. “This memorial’s message
goes beyond Key West and stands as a
testament to all the lives that have been
lost to AIDS throughout the world."

The memorial is located at the foot of
White Street pier, selected for its natural
beauty, it offers a view of both the sunrise
and sunset. The names are etched mto 300
Zimbabwe granite tiles and are high-
lighted by special lighting. The design
also includes a map of the Flonda Keys
that stretches along the length of the me-
morial. Additi names will be added
annually.

For more information on the Key West
AIDS Memorial, contact Ron Heron at
(305) 296-6196.

Microsystems Software Inc., Moves to Block
Geocities’ West Hollywood “Neighborhood”

By Don Romesburg

GLAAD Publications Manager
« New York, NY—The Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD),
reports that Cyber Patrol, a leading Inter-
net filtering software being used in
homes, schools and libraries across the
country, has recently been blocking the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
area of one of the Intemet's most popular

communities, a "neighborhood" -called
"West Hollywood" on Geocities, :
Geocities is a company that provides

free Web space and archives sites into
specific "neighborhoods” based on com-
mon interests. West Hollywood houses
approximately 23,000 Web sites devoted
to Lesbian and Gay interests (including
sites such as Gay Hockey and the Na-
tional Black Lesbian & Gay Leadership
Forum's Young Adult Program).

Microsystems Software, Inc, Cyber Pa-
trol's manufacturer, said that the decision
was made due to West Hollywood con-
taining a laufﬁa number of sites that dis-
playeff y" or "pomographic im-
ages,

Cyber Patrol is used by Internet giant
America Online, Compuserve and the
Boston Library, whose users will no
longer be able to access the area,

Bob Parker, Geocities' West Hollywood
Community Leader Liaison, however,
noted Geocities' clear guidelines to creat-
mg a Web page in the community.

Those who use Geocities are prohibited
from: "Displaying material containing nu-
dity or pomographic material of any kind;
Providing matenal that is grossly offen-
sive to the online community, mcluding
blatant expressions of bigotry, prejudice,
racism, hatred, or profanity; Displaying
material that exploits children under 1
years of ?fe."

When GLAAD ran a spot check of 100
sites on Geocities, it found that 2/3 of the
sites contained nothing that could even be
perceived as nudity. The other 1/3 of the
sites contamed photos that had partial nu-
dity (example - a shirtless man).

GLAAD also noted that West Holly-
wood was rich with important informa-
tional and support resources.

When GLAAD approached Dick Gor-
gens, CEO of Microsystems Software, he
admitted, "Upon my review, you were ab-
solutely correct in your assessment that
the subdirectory block on West Holly-
wood is prejudicial to the Gay and Les-
bian Geocities community. We took the
'easier’ ariproach to blocking the small
number of actionable non-nudity publish-
ers in that area rather than individually
sanctioning them. Taking that technique
to the limit would have us pull the plug on
the entire Intemet which is obviously not
our plan." Gariims also pledged that,
"The problem be comrected.”" =

However, the blocks still remain in
place.



Southern Baptists
Picket Disney Over
Pro-Gay Policies

Kissimmee, FL—About 75 people,
some carrymcﬁ signs that read “Choose Je-
sus over Mickey,” protested the Walt Dis-
ney Co.’s Gay-friendly policies on Mon-
day, December 29. _

Most of the protest took place in Or-
lando outside the entrance to Disney
World, with a smaller group picketing
about eight miles away at an mtersection
on a busy tourist strip m Kissimmee.

Protesters there backed up traffic for
about two miles, said sheriff’s office
spokeswoman Carole Garcia.

“The conditions were very unsafe. There
were verbal confrontations,” Garcia said.
“The deputies wamed them several
times.”

Three le were arrested, including
the leader of the anti-abortion group Op-
eration Rescue, the Rev. Flip Benham.
They were charged with obstructing pub-
lic streets. \

It was the first time Operation Rescue
has publiclytgﬁg_gdl)imey. 7

In May, I of the 15 million-
member Southem Baptists voted to boy-
cott Disney’s “anti-Christian and anfi-
family direction.”

Monday's protesters, mostly young
people attending a youth conference at a

church in Palm Bay, about 55 miles to the
east, listed many of the same reasons as
the Southem Baptists did for their eg-
cott: Disney’s granting of health benefits
to same-sex partners of employees, al-
lowing “Gay Days” at its theme parks and
having Ellen DeGeneres, the star of the

Whether it's matching a moulding,
plastering a room, rebuilding your porch or
stripping your paint. YOUR OLD HOUSE
deserves better workmanship. I've got the
awards and references you and
YOUR OLD HOUSE WILL LOVE.
M. J. May Building Restoration

1-800-954-8822

Free Estimates

mosexual. ABC is owned by Disney.

Benham said the protesters are consid-
ering establishing a regular ce at the
theme parks, most noticeably during the
next Gay Days in the first weekend of
June, when thousands of Gays and leshi-
ans come to Orlando to go to Disney
World, Universal Studios Florida and Sea
World.

The Disney t|11)1'0testers will buy tickets to
get into the theme parks, pass out litera-
tug‘ci and read from the Bible, Benham
sai

Bill Warren, a Disney
Elhe rotesters will be asked to stop if they

0

“We discourage anyone coming in with
a personal pla ormyt??agmda, whether
it's holding a political banner or setting
something for a statement,” Warren said.
“It’s not a place for making statements or
political causes.”

Amrested along with Benham were
Matthew Scott Bowman, 22, of Wheeling,
West Virginia; and Seth Marschke, 19, of
Orland Park, Ilinois Bond was set at
$500. If convicted, they could be sen-
tenced to six months in jail.

esman, said

R 1939
MAKE IT YOUR SHOE STORE

MILWAUKEE, Wi 271-5175
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IDIAMOND CENTERH

onee Falls * (414) 251-4570'e F:
field » (414) 325-9800 « Fax (414

Is anybody
else at this
treatment

center

Drugs and alcohol are the first problem....
The next problem is finding a treatment center
where you can safely be yourself

and talk about the things you need to.

Fortunately, Pride Institute, the nation’s leader
in providing addiction treatment

for the lesbian, gay, and bisexual communities,
provides such an environment.

800-54-PRIDE

Most insurance plans cover our program
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Politically Speaking

1998 Promises to be a Volatile and Exciting

Political Year

Commentary by Bill Meunier

The next 11 months will see a drastic
increase in political activity as the mid-
term elections are held in November of
1998.  Wisconsin could become a key
battleground state as the GOP seeks to
hold onto both houses of Congress and the
Democrats seek to regain power at least in
the House of Representatives.

The Badger state will see four and pos-
sibly five hotly contested races that should
be of interest to its Les/Bi/Gay commu-
nity. These include Russ Feingold's bid
for re-election, Tammy Baldwin's cam-

ign to become the first open Lesbian in

ongress and the first Congresswoman
ever elected from Wisconsin, the Con-
gressional race in Wisconsin's first dis-
trict, Mark Pocan's bid to take Tammy's
seat in the legislature and keep an openly

We're

Here!

We're

Queer!

We're

You can hear us
in SE Wisconsin!
Tune In Weekdays
from 7-9am

LesB1G
A D

AY

[\ DRIVETIME

el

1-888-WE-ARE-GAY

Sponsored by: e
cmeance 1ite

Gay presence in the State Assembly and
possibly the Govermnor's race.
The US Senate Race

Most Gays and Lesbians assume that
Russ Feingold will win re-election easily.
Those assumptions could very well prove
to be wrong when the votes are counted.

Feingold has done an outstanding job.

His record of clean. But there
are some flies in the omtment.

Private polls show his approval rating is
not as high as it should be.

Feingold was hurt by his vote for partial
birth abortions and his likely (T}&qunent,
Republican Congressman, Mark Neumann
has a history of dirty campaigning.

For the time being, Fei oid is ahead of
Neumann in the polls that could
change. Neumann who was threatened
with prosecution by the Kenosha County
DA for running a s]};nderous ad in his last
campaign, can't be counted out.

Senator Feingold has angered powerful
interests by attempting to limit the amount
of muneyE they :ﬁn contribute to hcam-
paigns. Expect Neumann to get hea
cungtlliib\nionsp(t:’mm many of Lhen% i

Furthermore, Neumann is expected to
have the backing of the Christian Coali-
ton. You can expect that churches
throughout Wisconsin will be railing at
that "pro-Gay, .pro-abortion" Senator
Feingold. ;

My best guess is that Feingold will win,
but 1t will be closer than people expect.

The Second
Congressional District

The Second Congressional District will
be a key race for two reasons. One, the
Democrats should be able to pick up this
seat from the Republicans. Two, our own
Tammy Baldwin has a solid chance of
winning that seat.

Baldwin has made a fast start out of the
blocks. She leads her Democratic primary
opponents in fund raising.

he is working hard making appear-
ances all over the district. Her major
challengers for the Democratic nomina-
tion, former Dane County Executive, Rick
Phelps and State Senator, Joe Wienecke
have not been beating the bushes like
Tammy has.

Furthermore, Baldwin is the only female
in the race and she is nmning in a district,
a good part of which just elected two
women to major offices.

The real question for the Baldwin cam-
paign wﬂl%e the amount of support she
gets from Lesbians and Gays and from
straight progressives. If Gays and Lesbi-
ans work hard for her election she could
very well become the first-ever open Les-
bian elected to Congress.

The First
Congressional District

A real donnybrook could develop in the

First Congressional District. The seat is
being vacated by Neumann so he can run
against Femgold.
_ Lydia Spottswood who lost to Neumann
in 1996 by less than 5,000 votes has al-
ready amnounced her candidacy.
Spottswood, however, has a large debt left
over from her last campaign, and her an-
nouncement didn't seem to generate any
enthusiasm.

Other Democrats are reportedly consid-
ering the race. The Democrats would love
to pick up this seat and have a solid shot

at it.
The 78" Assembly District

Located on the isthmus in Madison, this
district is considered to be the most liberal
in Wisconsin. Tammy Baldwin has repre-
sented it for the last six years.

‘With her run for Con, Tammy must
gwe up her seat and the favorite to take

er place is Mark Pocan, an open(l:y Gay
businessman and former Dane County
Supervisor.

Pocan's election would ensure a contin-
ued voice for Les/Bi/Gay Wisconsin in
the State Assembly. He is as of now the
only openly Gay or Lesbian candidate
running for the State Legislature.

_Pocan is running hard and has already
lined up endorsements from a wide varn-
ety of activists, professionals, politicians
and business people.

His mam challengers will be in the
Democratic primary. So far he looks like
a winner, but remember, 11 months is
long ume m politics and like Tammy
Baldwin, he need money and volun-
teers to pull it off.

The Governor's Race

A funny thing could happen to Tommy
Thompson (otherwise known as King
Tommy) on his way to a fourth temm.
That funny thing is Senator Herb Kohl.
Kohl is seriously considering making the

race for Governor.

This is important because he 1s the only
Democrat who could mount a serious
challenge to Thompson. Current polls
show Thompson with only a slight lead m
a race against the Senior Senator.

A Thompson-Kohl match up could also
affect the Feingold-Neumann race. By re-
fusing to give son a free pass, Kohl
would tie up money and volunteers who
otherwise mght have helped Neumann.

The Senator is reported to be under
pressure to make a bid for Governor. He
says he will decide soon.

Meanwhile Ed Garvey has already an-
nounced his candidacy and is trying to put
together a grass roots campaign. Garvey

would make an excellent Govemor, but !

barring a monumental upset he will never
occupy that office.

There is no way that Garvey can come
close to matching Thompson's war chest.
Thompson would roll over Garvey just as
he has rolled over his last two opponents,
drowning him in a sea of money. ,

If Kohfmtqrs the race, however, things
become very interesting. ! _

All in all 1t should be a very mteresting
year politically speaking that 1s.

Former Employee
Sues Russ Darrow

Group for AIDS

Discrimination

Milwaukee—According to the Decem-
ber 18 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, a
former sales manager for the Russ Darrow
auto deal group says the company
fired him in February, 1996, because he
has AIDS and it feared his illness would
produce big medical insurance and dis-
ability costs.

bt lh
under the onym “Jo! " because
of the mﬂmﬁ% and prejudicial na-
ture” of the disease, according to Attomey
Kathy Nusslock who is representing Doe.

Russ Darrow is Wisconsin's largest car
dealer with dealerships in West Bend, its
headquarters, as well as Waukesha, Ce-
darbur Milwaukee, Mequon and
Greengeld.

Doe worked for the Darrow Group from
March, 1994 until February 13, 1996
when he was fired.

When contacted, a spokesperson for the
company declined comment. e

In papers filed in federal court in Mil-
waukee, Doe says his firmg as the Russ

Damrow Group’s Toyota sales manager
broke federal law that protects individuals
with disabilities.

Doe also a]le}gcs that his firing violates
the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act.

According to the suit, “Doe is a homo-
sexual and 1s entitled to protection against
discrimination. ..relating to sexual orien-
tation.”

Doe’s lawsuit alleges that the Darrow
Group knew that he had AIDS and was
Gay and that he was fired so the company
could avoid “the need to make reasonable
accommodations to his possible future
physical impairments.”

The suit says Doe suffered economic
losses, mental anguish and humiliation,
because of his discriminatory discharge.

Doe is asking for reinstatement as Toy-
ota sales manad ger, 'bac‘lj(ama salary and com-
pensatory an tive es.

As of press &;111‘1;, there hasgbeen no fur-
ther progress on the case, according to
Nusslock’s office.

Please Write to Me

TO THE EDITOR:

Probably you are surprised to receive a lette;
from Ukraine. My name is Igor. I am 20 years-
old. I found your address in your paper and
decided to write this letter.

The problem is that I don’t know any Gay
men here. I live in a big city, but there aren’t
any Gay magazines, clubs here. The public
opinion to Gays is very negative, It's almost
impossible to find the real friend in my
country, so I am writing to you.

I hope you can help me find a real friend in
your country. I will be very grateful if you can
doit.

So they know what [ look like, I am 5°107,
145 Ibs, dark hair, very handsome, athletic,
masculine.

Write to: Igor Mihatzkiy, P.O. Box 10150.
Kharkoy-2, 310002, Ukraine.

Policy \
Letters to the Editor

As a matter of policy, Wisconsin
Light will not print a Letter to the Edi-
tor sent to or ng in any other
publication. This 1s general joumalistic
practice.

January 15" Issue
Articles Friday, Jan. 9*
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—Jan 9™
Camera Ready—Jan. 12"

5:00 p.m.

January 29" Issue
Articles—Jan. 23™
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—Jan.23™
Camera Ready—Jan. 26"

5:00 p.m.

Caution
The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
tation.

Read All About It
On the Web

www.wilight.com

Give the People Light and they
will find their own way.

The
Wisconsin

Light

3

Executive & Editorial Offices
1843 N. Palmer

Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 372-2773

LIGHT FAX: (414) 372-1840

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday-10:00 a.m. -5:30 p.m.
24-Hour Recording

Publisher
Jerry Johnson

Executive Editor
Terry Boughner, Ph.D.

Arts & Entertainment Editor
Geno
SpotLight Editor
Bill Meunier
Advertising Manager
Jerry Johnson
372-2773
Columnists and Reporters
Glenn Bishop, Ruthie, Brian Treglown,
Barbara Lightner, Bill Meunier, Dasty Sass,
Dr. Karen Lamb, Carl Szatsmary, Dr. Suzie
Shovelit, Sasha Alyson, John Jahn

AP Associated Press

Copyright © 1998
By Novo Graphics, Ltd.

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT i published biweckly by NOVOD
GRAPHICS, LTD., with offices at 184 N. Palmer
Milwiukee, W1 53212, Advertising and copy deadlin- . the
Thursday prior to publication. Opinions expressed by
writers in WISCONSIN LIGHT are not necessarily those of
the publisher, editor, or our advertisers. Any reference
madé to anmy Individual or orgunization should not be
construed as an indication of the same's sexual or affection
arientation or preference. All copy, text. design, photos. anc
llustrations  in  adverti are  published with the
understanding that the advertiser is fully authorized and has
secured proper written consent for the use of names,
pictures, or testimonials of any living person, and
WISCONSIN LIGHT may lawfully publish and cause such
publication to be made; and the advertiver agrees by
submitting ads to indemnify and save blameless the
publication of any error that may be contained in said ad.
WISCONSIN LIGHT does pot accept any responsibility for
any claims made by advertisers. The entire contents ol
WISCONSIN LIGHT are & Copyrighted and protected
under the Federal Copyright Act and International
Conventions. Reproduction of any portion of any issue will
not be permitted without express written permission of
NOVO GRAPHICS, LTD. Legal venue is Milwaukee Eounty
Wisconsin. Printed in the U.5.A

Subscribe to
Wisconsin Light

One Year—26 Issues
First Class—$32.95
Third Class—$16.95

- T




Rick Fores Heads Up Gray Line Milwaukee
to Show City and State Off to Visitors

By Terry Boughner

You have a few guests coming m from
out of town and you’d like to show them
around, but you really don't know Mil-
waukee all that well yourself. What to do?

Perhaps your friends would like to go to
the theater, but what’s playing?

Or—your organization or group is spon-
sormg a gathering of out-towners and
you'd like them to see Milwaukee, but
you just don’t have the time to do all the
neces logistics. What to do?

How about'a get-away? Escape from the
rat race for fun on the slopes—or perhaps,
to Mardi Gras in the Crescent City. How
to do it?

The answer to those questions—and
several others that will be noted later—
lies in a new downtown business that had
its Grand Opening in early November.

AJlJJ hs?lf:dce of Gray Li;ltﬁ, a long-
esta tour com wi a?cmu
world-wide has opcl;’:lm at 744 N. 035
Street, directly across from the new Mid-
west Express Center. The location makes
Gray Line an integral part of the contin-
ued vitalization of the downtown area.
The fact that Gray Line has operations in
almost every major destination in Amer-
ica, means the Gray Line office here and
the one in Madison, bring the two cities
“up to speed.”

¢ Dallas-based Gray Line is an asso-
ciation of 155 i companies li-
censed to operate under the y Line
name. The Gray Line license for Milwau-
kee was by the Janesville-based
Van Galder Bus Company.

Rick Fores, Director of Operations for
the Milwaukee office, sits for an interview
i his pearl-gray office with its broad ex-
panse of windows looking out on rising
convention center just across the street.
He is an energetic young man with a way
about him that makes him seem ve
much a part of a city that is forging ahead;
a city that is ﬁud of its past and what it
has to offer, looks eagerly to the fu-
ture as well.

The Gray Line office isn't anly for those
seeking tours. In the spacious lobby there
are brochures describing what’s ‘fomFg on
in Milwaukee’s theater world. Fores
proudly boasts that Milwaukee is the sec-
ond largest fundraiser for theater in the

All-inclusive Prices:

* Roundtrip Motorcoach Transportation
* Two Breakfasts/Three Dinners

nation, which makes theater in the city
one of its main attractions.

In addition to the brochures, Fores says
that there will soon be a visitor service
center m the lobby where people can stop
m and find out about restaurants and
“anything that is going on in the city and
state,” Fores says.

For those who are new to Milwaukee,
they can stop in, Fores says, and take one
of several tours. Which one depends on
what the tourist wants to see.

For example, there's a tour that will fo-
cus on downtown. One that will focus on

the arts, and one for the suburbs. There’s §

one that will be an overall, “one that fo-
cuses on everything,” Fores says.

The shortest is “Milwaukee in a Nut-
shell,” costs $19 and takes an hour and a
half. It’s ideal for) son]:eone (in between
meetings, perhaps) who wants a guick
view, but doesn’t have much time, Asmgan
of the tour, the visitor will receive a
packet of information about “what’s doing
m Milwaukee, where to go, what to see,
where to eat.”

“If I have guests coming in from out of

town,” 1 ask, “can I call you and get them
a tour?”

“You bet,” Fores answers quickly. He
notes that Milwaukee is changing so ra
1dly and that many le are not real?y
familiar with parts of the city outside their
own neighborhoods, that it only makes
sense to use a Gray Line tour to show
guests the sights,

The tours will begin on January 1, 1998.
There will be, Fores says, a moming and
an aftemoon tour, offered on a daily basis.

To provide the tours, Gray Line Mil-
waukee currently has four 26 passenger
vehicles that are brand new. Eight 55 pas-
senger vehicles will be delivered in
March, 1998, he says, also brand new.,

Fores notes proudly that Gray Line onl
keeps their equipment for three years, af-
ter which it 18 sold and new equipment
purchased.

While Gray Line is known for -its city
tours, Gray Line also offers customized
la;:n's and toml*s beyond the city.

For example, for that get-awa 'd
like, Gray Line is offering a shm’é v)\’rggk-
end at Indianhead. You leave from Mil-
waukee Friday aftemoon and retum Sun-
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Wanna Tour? - Rick Fores, operations manager of Gray Line Tours is shown standing in front of his office

at 744 N. 4% Street in downtown Milwaukee. Gray Line will offer several package tours of the City in
addition fo charter services and trips to vacation stops, special events and theaters in other cities.

day evening.

&hawabmltMardiGmsmNcw Or-
leans? That’s February 20-22. Bring your
own costume and have a ball.

Fores says that trips to Fireside Theater
are plamwtis He also wants to get involved
in the Chicago theater runs,

Gray Line Milwaukee, Fores says, can
heal‘Emwilh anything having to do with
making a convention more pleasant: ho-
tels, meals, etc.

Gray Line Milwaukee can also supply
limo service for VIP guest that someone
may be having come in from out of town.
There are Flans, Fores says, to buy two
new limos for service by Gmtﬁ Line,

In addition to the limos, there are also
“executive vans,” really rolling living
rooms, that seat 24 people, ideal for
meetings while traveling.

When all is said and done, the message
is the Gray Line is now in both Milwau-
kee and Madison, ready to serve the in-

| GRAY LINE TOURS is
SKIING INDIANHEAD RESORT and you're invited!!

* Accommodations: Double or 6, 8, 10 person

condos with fireplaces
e 2-Day Lift Tickets
* Taxes & Gratuities

®

creasing tourist business in these cities.

“If you have a club or any kind of pre-
formed group,” Fores says, “We'll cus-
tomize a tour for yon at no additional
charge.”

y a few of the tours and other Gray

Line services have been mentioned here.
For more information, call Gray Line
Milwaukee at (414) 271-0996.

“‘ATTH » St. Matthew'’s Catholic
& ff,’ Church at 1138 S.
& P 25th Street in
Milwauke is a
community which not
only welcomes diversity
but celebrates it! Please
join us for worship on

414/645-8786 Sundays at 10:30am.

In addition to 9 lifts, 22 trails, long runs,

challenging terrain, 200” average
snowfall, Indianhead also offers its guests
use of the trailside sundeck, entertainment,

changing room after check-out, use of indoor pool,

hydrospa, sauna facility, and health and racquet club
as part of the all-inclusive price!

SUPER SAYER SPECIAL - $265

Fri, Jan 30-Sun, Feb 1, 1998
Beat the clock at NASTAR Races

FESTA FIESTA - $335

Fri, March 6-Sun,
Salsa Music, Mexican Food, Drinks &
Balloon parade

March 8, 1998

MARDI GRAS - $335
Fri, Feb 20-Sun, Feb 22, 1998
Bring your own costume! Enjoy Cajun food
and participate in the parade! Oh la la!

SPRING FLING/HOBIE BIKINI RACE - $335

Fri, March 13-Sun,
Guys and Gals, bring your speedos and
bikinis! Hoo Wah!!!

March 15, 1998

Skiing equipment (poles, skis and boots) can be rented from Indianhead, $35 for 2 days.
Friday Departure from Milwaukee, 2Zpm - Returning Sunday, 9pm

CALL 414/271-0996 or 800/998-2325 for reservations
GRAY LINE WISCONSIN
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BESTD Clinic gratefully acknowledges and thanks all those who
have partnered and shared with us during 1997 in our efforts
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to prevent the spread of HIV and STDs and to care for those
infected or affected by HIV /AIDS.

To those who have invited and hosted our prevention messages and anonymous HIV Outreach Counseling and Testing Clinics:
AfterWords Bookstore ¢ B’s Bar ¢ Ballgame ¢ Boot Camp Saloon ¢ C’est La Vie ¢ Club 219 1100 Club
Feminists for Fornication ¢ Franciscan Peacemakers Street Ministry e Galano Club ¢ Gemini Gender Group

HeadStart Health Fair e Hillel Foundation-Milwaukee ¢ Hyatt Regency Hotel Health Fair ¢ In Between
Just Us e La Cage and Dance*Dance*Dance ¢ Lesbian Health Symposium/LAMM ¢ M&M Club
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center ® MaMa Roux e Pfister Hotel Health Fair e Pridefest ‘97 ¢ Red Corvette
Reformation Lutheran Church Health Fair e STD Specialties Clinic ® South Water St. Docks
Sherman Park Rainbow Association ¢ Ten Per Cent Club e This Is It * Triangle * UWM Gay Awareness Week
UWM Health Fair « Walker’s Point Cafe ® Women and HIV Conference

% thank you * tioms pn

To those who have supported us financially:
Action Wisconsin ¢ B’s Bar ¢ BEST Bowling League * Boot Camp Saloon and Si Smits
Boulevard Theatre Ensemble ¢ Challenging Party-1997 e “Dance” of Red Corvette ¢ East Village Association
Hillel Foundation-Milwaukee e H.L.T. Spring Bowling League ¢ Marcia’s Second Time Around, Inc.

Marlon Banks Art Exhibit ® Memorials for Franz Rex ¢ Memorials for Arthur Zvaigsnitis

Mil-M-AIDS Bowling Tournament ¢ Mamma’s Cafe ¢ Possum Queen Contest-1997 ¢ Roxanne Pharmaceutical
Sherman Park Rainbow Association ¢ Ten Per Cent Club e Tom Salzsieder’s 60th Birthday Bash
Triangle ¢ Walker’s Point Cafe Christmas Day Dance ¢ And the many individual donors...

Brady East STD Clinic
1240 East Brady Street ® Milwaukee WI 53202 » 414-272-2144

¢
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Lying Is A Virtue? Bill

His Brain Down

Commentary by Mike Leon
It’s not exactly a supreme revelation that
the right-wing pundit and Shorewood na-
tive Bill Bennett is a mendacious, Queer-
bashing warrior with all the ntellectual
rigor of a gaping, Christian-Right parti-
san.

But a recent Slate magazine 9pic:cc b
Walter Olson (December 19, 1997; “Wil-
liam Bennett, Gays, and the Truth, Mr.
Virtue Dabbles in Phony Statistics”) re-
veals with striking clarity the depths to
which the virtuemeister Bennett is willing
to ;ﬂaﬁ in furtherance of his Gay-bashing
a '

gTl]is latest episode in Bennett's any-

thing-for-the-cultural-war-effort instructs C

for the cummbe' g fall de%ﬁmq-ﬁwhm
promuises to be a of vitnolic at-
tack on Gays andm unprecedented
i Wisconsin politics as Rep. Mark Neu-
mann’s seeks to become a U.S. Senator.

After Bill Clinton's November 8, 1997,
first-ever presidential address to a Gay-
rights organization, the Human Rights
Campaign, (see Wisconsin Light for a
report on, and the text of Clinton's
speech), the voices of the right immedi-
ately denounced the address in their worn,
predictable fashion.

As Slate’s Olson quotes the solemn
voiced Bennett: “This is tough news. It's
not pleasant to hear. But it’s very impor-
tant, and it’s part of telling the truth.”

The tough truth Bennett inn'epidlé( told?
Homosexuality takes 30 years o égur

v
on, dam him, was plac-

life, the average life expectancy for
6 o ot mantle of bil
mg the presiden € of respectabul-
ity on 1]1;!; baleful practice. il

“The best available research suggests
that the average life span of male homo-
sexuals is around 43 years of age. Forty-
three,” as Olson notes Bennett later re-
ﬁlgd in the conservative Weekly Stan-

As it happens Bennett’s source was the
right-wing Family Research Institute's
Paul Cameron, a discredited, former aca-
demic now supplying canon fodder for the
religious right. Cameron derived the life
expectancy age by a method so thor-
oughly absurd no decent social-scientist
would ever even dream of using it.

As Olson writes, “(Cameron) and two
co-authors read through back numbers of

Bennett Caught With

various wrban Gay community pa-
pers...They counted obituaries and
news stories about deaths, noted the ages
of the deceased, computed the average,
and published the resulting numbers as
estimates of Gay life expectancy.” This is
the scientific sample from which the sta-
tistic, 43 5, 1 derived. Religious
Right scho! p at its finest.

Ison includes a couple knock-downs
from trained statisticians who dende
Bennett and Cameron’s method as “just
ridicalous.” Olson then concludes his re-
port of the episode by noting that Bennett
continued to stick by his guns:

“Challenged by the Human Rights

ampaign’s Elizabeth Birch in the letters
column of the Dec. 8 Standard, Bennett,
remarkably, dug in to defend the Cameron
numbers, which he said coincided with
the views of other authorities such as psy-
chiatrist Jeffrey Satinover.

Satinover’s 1996 book, Homosexuality

and the Politics of Truth, does discuss
Gay life spans, but cites as its author-
ity...Cameron’s study. In other words,
Bennett 1s not adducing a second authorii
for his assertions but merely falling ba
on the first via its recr.:ling by another
writer. All too believable.
_ This statistic was repeated approvingly
in the National Review, and may filter
mto the m&m&?mcmsciomﬁj But
on a positive note :Egunan -
S(%nmmmgﬁ daref righc in the calcuhls;e;
of the ty of t-wing pundits),
it’s difficult to believe that this episode
won't resull m some lowering of
Bennett’s perceived virtue and intellectual
honesty. 53 5

As we in 1998, it is heartening to
take nolicegl.lh:lal 1997 did indeed see a
historic affirmation of Queers by the
President of the United States. And, it

'_shcul?ﬂl:c noted, the lfu ent deb\méc&
mg of the t-wing hysteria was penn
by Walter Olson—senior fellow of the
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Georgia’s Bowers Admits to Being Moral
Hypocrite in Lesbian Case

_Washington, DC-—Robin Shahar be-
lieves that being a Lesbian is why she's
not workmcﬁ for Geor%‘s attomey gen-
eral, but the state's lawyers sa %nas
agamst homosexuals played no role. She
lost the job, they say, only after deciding

to ““marry” another woman.

The légal daspmGi cqé:]:ied to the g:;
¢ Court | y-rights groups,
istoric poten .Apdnahwdg;mayhave
complicated the political aspirations of the
man Shahar sued, would-be govemor

Mike Bowers.

He was the state's attomey general
when, m 1991, he withdrew Shahar's job
offer to become a staff attomey in the
Georgia chtmcm of Law. Bowers said
her mmpending marriage would affect
public perception of his office's dedication
to enforcing the state's anti-sodomy law.

Shahar and her partner were planning to
celebrate a lifelong commitment to each
other in a religious ceremony, even
though Shahar, who later got work as a
lawyer for the city of Atlanta, says she
knew the ceremony carried no legal sig-
nificance.

Her lawsuit said Bowers violated her
constitutional rights of association and
equal protection.

Bowers' name already is attached to the
Supreme Court's most important Gay-
rights ruling, a 1986 decision called Bow-
erS VS. ick in which he successfully
defended Georgia's anti-sodomy law.

Consenting adults have no constitutional
right to e in homosexual conduct,
the nation's highest court ruled by a 54
vote then.

Bowers, who this year resigned to pur-

sue the Reé:rubhcan nomination for gover-
nor in 1998, has since had to admit he was
involved in an extramarital affair that
lasted more than a decade.

Adultery, like sodomy, is a crime in

Manhattan Institute, a mamn supplier of Georgia

economic heavy artillery to the national
Republican Party.
But don’t get too excited. Wisconsin
blican Mark Neumann and the Log
Cabin Republicans can still be counted on
to do the wrong thing during the coming
senatorial election.

T, -

Asked if he had been hypocritical in
Shahar's case, Bowers said, "In a moral
sense, yes. But legally, I do not believe
there was any choice with the case
but to do that. Did that make me a moral
hypocrite? Yes."

evertheless, Bowers' decision to with-
draw Shahar’s job offer has been upheld in

court.

A federal trial judge ruled that Shahar's
relatic with her partner was a *'con-
stitutionally prot mtimate associa-
tion" but concluded that Bowers had not
acted unlawfully.

The entire 1ith U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals agreed last May, voting 8-4 that
Bowers had not violated any of Shahar's
rights.

e appeals court judged Bowers' action
after aspl?suflhlg, only for the sake of argu-
ment. that Shahar had some constitutional
right to be intimately associated with an-

er woman.

The appeals court went on to say, how-
ever, it was reasonable to believe that
Lesbians who profess to be married to
each other engage in illegal homosexual
relations.

Its decision added: **We cannot say that
Georgia's attomey general is clearly
wrong to worry that reasonable people,
inside and outside the Law Department,
in_;l Georgia could think along these same

By

Such assumptions, the a
said, could affect public
attomey general's office.

But three di i

s court
ence in the

judges said that
should not matter. "It 1s important to note
that catering to private prejudice is not a
leﬁn‘maxe government interest,” they said.

her Supreme Court appeal, Shahar's
lawyers contend that Bowers' action
'rests on irrational prejudice toward Gay

ple. oy
But Geusrﬁia's lawyers say his action was
based on Shahar's “"holding herself out as
married to another woman, and was not
precipitated by some generalized animus
against homosexuals."
the Supreme Court agrees to study

Shahar's appeal, it will decide who's right.

From the Gay Right

"Following legalization of same-sex
marriage and a couple of other things, |
think we should have a party and close
down the Gay rights movement for

00d." --Andrew Sullivan, in Out

akes (1997).

Anxa

specialists.

to address the issues that

ression —

Medicare and
Most Insurance Accepted
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Pride and Solutions is the nation’s leading
provider of mental health and addictions treatment
to the lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. We're
also HIV/AIDS-related stress, depression and grief

From coast to coast, our centers offer a safe,
personalized, professional and tranquil atmosphere

Whether it's the company you keep, the behaviors
you've adopted or the overwhelming sense of
helplessness — we have the solutions.

Better times could be just a phone call away.

Call Us Today
1-800-DIAL-GAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

PRIDE INSTITUTE
AT SOLUTIONS

Los Angeles
(three facilities)

New York Area
Washington, D.C.

[hey Were the Best of Friends
It Was the Worst of Times

effect your life.

- Pride Institute at Solutions___._._



Santa’s Helpers — Santa and his elves were on hand to help Ted Berg raise money for MAP at a fimnd rai
held at Milwaukee's popular This Is It bar in early December. The event raised :L $300.00. o

Three Lesbian Candidates for Congress are
Giving Conservatives the Jitters

Washington, DC-—-Right-Wmg Conser-
vatives Wolg Because andidates
Chances Are Good Margarethe Cammer-
meyer, Chrstine Kehoe, & Tammy

dwin ing

"Worried" best describes the tone of an
article in the new January issue of the ul-
tra-conservative magazine, The Ameri-
can Spectator. The reason? The Lesbians
Are Coming! The Lesbians Are Coming!
They're secking political seats that Re-
publicans themselves believe are "up for
grabs-ll
The Spectator reports that what it calls
the "ultra liberal® fundraising group,
Emily’s List, as well as the Human Ri,
Campaign (HRC), are backing three Les-
bian candidates for Congress, running in
California, Washington, and Wisconsin.
The Spectator says these g:(;l;f)s are re-
roned to have helped raise nearly $3 mil-
ion for the women's campaigns,

The best-known of those running is also,
The Spectator believes, the person best-
suited to win: Retired Army Colonel Mar-
%%ijme Cammermeyer n Washington.

is is because of her struggle against the
Amy and because her case was favorably
publicized when she was played by Glen
Close m a TV film.

San Diego's Christine Kehoe, according

to the nght-wing publication, is causing
blicans the greatest concem m her
bid for the 49th Congressional District,
After receiving an overwhelming percent-
age of the vote for her present seat on the
San Diego council she is now, running
against ublican . Bran Bilbray
o 1s labeled a "moderate” by The Spec-
tator, and is dismissed as somewhat
bland.
Tammy Baldwin, already a state repre-

sentative in Wisconsin, is also worrisome-

to GOP strategists. While they attempt to
ut the best faces on the controversial
ongressional races, the strategists seem
clearly rattled, and are quoted m the Ke-
hoe race as saying they're not sure that the
help needed by Bilbray can be tendered.
Both The Human Rights Campaign ar

the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund have an-
nounced endorsements of Christine Kehoe
and Tammy Baldwin.

“Tammy Baldwin has long been an out-
standmg public servant and she will make
an outstanding member of Congress, said
HRC Poliﬁaﬁ Director Winnie Stachel-
berg. “Her record and commitment on a
broad range of issues is superb.”

Prior to Baldwin's tenure at the state
oty Boant of SUperviNES 10, Wi

ounty of Supervisors, to
she was elected at the age of 24,

HRC does not expect sexual orientation
becoming an issue in the campaign. _

“Tammy Baldwin is a distmguised and
well-rounded public servant championing
a host of sound public policies to make
our a safer, healthier and fairer
El;ce for all Americans,” added Stachel-

"ghristme Kehoe is a fantastic public
servant, and she will make a fantastic
member of the U.S. House of -
tives," said Stachelberg. "Her record and
commitment on a broad range of issues
are s A

Active in San Diego politics and com-
munity affairs since 1978, Christine Ke-
hoe was first elected to the San Diego
City Council with Victory Fund support m
1993. Extremely popular with her con-
stituents, she was overwhelmingly re-
elected m 1996, gamering 79.5% of the
vote.

She currently serves as the City's repre-
sentative to the San Diego Association of
Governments (SANDAG), the Automated
Regional Justice Information System
Board of Directors, the Small Business
Advisory Board, and the National Lea
of Cities, In 1997, she was appointed to
the prestigious California Coastal Com-
mission to represent the San Diego
Coastal Region.

If elected in 1998, Kehoe and Baldwin
will make history as the first open Lesbi-
ans and the rﬁrst openly Gay non-
mcumbents to serve in the United States
Congress,

A Meditation on Gender; On the Realness of

Gendered Subjects

Commentary by Debra Johnson

My last man-to-man talk with my father
occurred during a moment of hesitancy m
the men'’s room of the Fig Tree restaurant
after a lobster dimner. He had been diag-
nosed with prostate cancer. Would I, he
asked me, think him any less a man, if he
had his testicles removed?

_A friend of mine contributed her reac-
tions to a recent gender group newsletter
about the concems of Transgendered
women (o appear feminine,

Was her mother, she asked us, from
whose deathbed she had just come, any
less of a woman because her breasts and
her hair were gone?

ipment often comes up as an answer
to the question: what makes a “real”
woman or a “real” man? It's the perennial
answer of the biological essentialists.

How important 1s equipment? To our
last gender |g,ruu meeting, we had invited
the men of FORGE, a group of Transmen.
All of them had started life with female
equipment - and there they were, hand-
some, well muscled and bearded, cutting
up as any group of men might on their
night out. tever other facts biology
bestows upon us, destiny does not seem to
be one of them.

There are, of course, sociological an-
swers to the same question. My daughter
assures me she is a “real” woman because
she has fulfilled the social expectations of
womanhood demanded of her by her time
and place in society. But if these expecta-

tions are set by a heterosexist culture

dominated by a patriarchy, wouldn’t her
meeting these expectations constitute an
ironic surrender of her womanhood?

Was Marilyn Monree the ultimate
woman - or sellout?

The stion: what makes a ‘“real”
woman? may be part of a discourse that
has more to do with a search for power
than a search for truth. In the women’s
movement of the 60s, Lesbians were ex-
cluded by some women’s groups because
they were “too male” to be “real” women;
now Transsexual women are excluded by
some Lesbian groups because they have
too much “male englrfy“.

And you get the dilemma of a transgen-
dered woman who was refused entry to
the women’s bathrooms this year at Mil-
waukee’s Pridefest and when told to use
the men’s rooms was refused entry there
as well.

I believe that labels such as “man”, or
“woman” or “homosexual” or “‘transsex-
ual” are verbal fictions - spells cast at
particular historical moments by those
seeking to identify our othemess in order
to control it. Adopting these labels as if
they described real and essentialized be-
infs and then acting out their prescribed
roles is dangerous. You get some organi-
zations of heterosexual male crossdresss-
ers which ban Gays; you get some Les-
bian separatists barring Transsexual
women - each group, a httle fundamen-
talist church: keeping others out and by
doing so, u_li_pnsomn themselves.

Why do g people cling to

January 1, 1998—January 14, 1998—WISCONSIN LIGHT—3

BED & BREAKFAST

CEL .

Allyn Mansion Inn
Twenty-three rooms of Victorian splendor
guest rooms, 5%?:: sfme;mﬂa&xd

511 East Walworth Ave.
\{_Delavan, WI 53115 » (414) 728-9090 3

Witd PRgae,
NOW OPEIN!

Come visit our 1920s farmhouse,
just 1 mile off of 190, 20 minutes
south of Madison. Enjoy breakfast
served to you in one of our cozy
theme rooms. Call or write now

4072 Cherry Road

(CTHHH
Sturgeon Bay
{Door County)
Wl 54235

N3

Clisvitizbsor

GUEST HOUSE

NEW IN-GROUND HEATED POOL
PLUS 4 NEW SUITES!

Located on 30 private ucres in Door County.
All suites include: Double whirlpool, fireplace, private
bath, TV/VCR, Stereq, refrigerator, A/C, bilconies,
breakfast delivered to your room.

Add To Your Customers

for reservations. Gift Certificates Not Your Ad Budget!
also available! To advertise in this section for as
608-877-9942 1437 County W little as $15.00 per issue call
Amy Meisner & Stoughton, Bill at The Wisconsin Light
Vera Vidos, Proprietors WI 53589 ) ( 41 4) 372-2773
some of these fictions? Well, there is not by creating “others” and alienating itself
much else around. Some of us, like others from its own creations.

of our gender, cling to the notion of an es-
sentialized man or woman; others of us
choose from the wreckage of gender those
ieces which suit us, knowing are ar-
g;lrary, but the only ones available; still
others swim the waters between genders
or toward something we believe is beck-
oning on the horizon, :
Personally, I believe somewhere in
the future there will be homosexual, bi-
sexual and Transgendered behavior, but
there will no longer be homosexual and
Bisexual men and women or Transgen-
dered people. At that happy time, soci
will no longer have a need to define itse

So, 1 begin to understand that living my
preferred gender is choosing live a fiction
-hn,mﬂjicﬂledcadﬁcuanforced@on
me for so many it tums out for me
and for many of us a useful, happy and
life-saving one.

Perhaps we can even tum away from the
cgmmn' at to what makes someone a
“real” gendered subject and ask instead
what makes any person “real”. Wouldn’t
that have more to do with the capacity to
give and receive love than possessing a
particular set of genitals or experiences!

Editor’s Note: The author is Co-
facilitator of It’s Time Wisconsin.

Controversial Circuit Parties Raise Eyebrows
and Tempers Among Some Gays

Miami Beach— They've been compared
to a cult, an estimated 30,000 Gay men
who travel the world to attend wild parties
where many engage in sex and drug use,
all in the name of raising money for AIDS
charities.

Welcome to the “*Circuit," a party net-
work that moves from one big city to an-
other.
th;f h%s turned into adafllk,;g'l'nsa.id Jona-

a Circuit regular and flight attendant,
who asked that his full name not be used.
“"But I prefer the word ‘fratemity."

The parties range from a week-long
bash in Aspen, Colo. to a 12 Gods Party in
Greece. This year, New Year's Eve parties
are planned in South Beach, Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Rio de Janeiro, New Or-
leans and Cape Town, South Africa. In
Detroit, there's an annual bash called the
GEAR Party.

The Circuit's popularity has boomed as
has the controversy surrounding it. Critics
and health advocates say drugs and unsafe
sex makes Circuit parties a breeding
ground for AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases.

“"People are coming from around the
country having wunsafe sex and then dis-
persing around the country," said Michel-
angelo Signorile, a columnist for the Gay
magazine Out and author of Life Outside
which takes a critical look at the Circuit.
"It's something that should be of con-

cem.

The AIDS groups say the criticism is
unfair and that events raise large sums.
Health Crisis Network, the largest AIDS
charnity in South Florida, holds the annual
White Party Week, with six days of all-
night ying. It raised more than
$800,000 this year.

""We are very concerned about the em-
phasis that is placed on substance abuse,"
said Keith Cromley, development director
for the Health Crisis Network. " Certainly
there are things that can be improved. But
the good outweighs the bad."

The Circuit advocates, mostly party
boys, promoters and AIDS groups, say the
party network is a good thing, creating a
*’community." )

In addition to hardcore **circuit boys,"
mostly young, successful, wealthy profes-
sionals, tens of thousands more attend just
one or two events a year, often in their re-
gion of the country.

“"People can join in being together in the
sense of community and positive enjoy-
ment  thr dancmg," said Ro
Vezima, president of the Bad Boy Club of
Montreal, which puts on the Black and
Blue Ball the largest Circuit party with
about 11,000 people.

""Looking at drugs, it has to be an en-
hancer not a disrupter,” he added. "In
moderation drugs make the event more
enjoyable." .

¢ nation's largest AIDS organization,
Gay Men's Health Crisis in New York,
hacY to fend off demands that they shut
down their annual Moming Party after an
overdose required a trauma helicopter.

Drugs like Extasy, Special K, GHB or
Crystal Meth are very popular on the cir-
cuit. Without them, the Circuit parties
“"wouldn't be on the scale that they are or
go on for as long as they do because peo-

ple couldn't physically do it," said John, a
40-year-old 1 attomey who did not
want his full name used.

AIDS groups like GMHC and Health
Crisis that host Circuit events are m an
“unbelievable depth of denial," he said.

“"We're evolving to the point where
these agencies now have to think seriously
about their responsibility in taking the
money," said Stephen Fallon, director of
education for Center One, an AIDS group
that rejects the Circuit as a fundraising
vehicle.

“If you raise tens of thousands of dol-
lars at a Circuit party but you cause one or
two or new cases of AIDS you've
cost the community much more."
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Openly Gay Clergy Keep Issue of Same-Sex

PON'T THIMK TVE EVER
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Relationships Before their Churches

San Francisco— He hardly looks the
part of a renegade, this clean-cut pastor
who hums to himself as he walks through
the sanctuary of his tiny church with his
black lab Murphy trotting at his side.

But there is something about the Rev.
Jeff Johnson that many church leaders
would rather you didn't know, somethin
that led them to reject Johnson and the 5
members at San Francisco's First United
Lutheran Church.

Johnson is openly Gay. He also refuses
to take a vow of celibacy. And that is un-
acceptable in the eyes of the leaders of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
and the majority of faiths in this country
and many others.

“As far as they're concemed, I no
longer exist,” says Johnson, one of a

owing number of pastors who are chal-

enging their churches' stances on homo-
sexuality. [

Leaders in many faiths are struggling
with this question: What does it mean to
be Gay or Lesbian and a person of faith?

The question seems particularly difficult
when applied to pastors and rabbis.

““Twenty or 30 years ago the bold move
would have been for a white church to
hire a black pastor," says Rita Nakashima
Brock, a religious expert and director of
the Buntin tute at Radcliffe College
in Massachusetts. “"These days, it's the
church that hires an openly Gay or Les-
bian pastor that is scrutmized."

Until recently, it was the norm for Les-
bians and Gay men, both pastors and pa-
rishioners, to hide their sexuality or to
leave their faiths altogether,

These days, a very few Lesbian and Gay

astors, in the United Church of Christ,

ctmﬁrehtan Community Church and
some Reform Jewish synagogues, have
their denominations' blessing to be openly
Gay without requiring celibacy.

&her pastors and rabbis are willing to
come out to their congregations, But the
msﬂomy maintain a " don't-ask-don't-tell"
policy with the higher ups, knowing that
divulging too much would have swi
costly consequences.

The matter has been so tumultuous for
Lutherans that church leaders withdrew a
1993 draft statement on human sexuality
that argued that *'responsible biblical in-
terpretation” supported the blessing of
committed same-sex unions.

"The Sunday following (the statement's
release), I sure heard it m my congrega-
tion," says the Rev. Ronald Ba , pas-
tor at Grace Lutheran Church of Trenton,
New Jersey, and editor of Lutheran Fo-
rum, an independent publication for Lu-
therans. " Folks across the country from a
variety of backgrounds in the church said,
'Wait a minute. What are we doing here?™

Since then, the church, like many oth-
ers, has shied away from making any
statements regarding homosexuality. The
ELCA is currently holding town hall
meetings on the subject, while maintain-
mg its biblically based policy that sex is
not acceptable outside of marriage and
what is not at all biblically clear, that mar-
riage is only for heterosexnals,

Meanwhile, Johnson's of ess has not
always been easy for the 35-year-old pas-
tor and his church. They receive financial
support from a Washington-based non-
profit that supports Gay and Lesbian Lu-
theran pastors.

But, if they have any regrets over sup-
porting him, his parishioners don't say so.

. "He 1s who he is, and we love him for
it," 75-year-old May Vignola says of
" Pastor Jeff'"

Vignola, a member of First United Lu-
theran Church for more than 45 , Was
one of several members who stood behind
Johnson when the ELCA ordered the
church to fire Johnson or be thrown out.

o -

and

“"The few le inlﬂ}te cemcholawho did-
n't agree, well ... eft" Vi Says.
Thgart was in 199553}r o A

But Johnson's troubles began long be-
fore in 1987 when he and two Lesbians
decided to come out to their bishops while
in seminary at Berkeley.

"It was gut-wrenching," Johnson says.
“As far as we knew, no one had ever
come out and survived."

His bishop at the time was the Rev. Lyle
Miller, a man Johnson had known since
his childhood days in Simi Valley, Calif.,
and who was a close personal friend of
Johnson's ts.

""Part of the reason I became a pastor

was because of him," Johnson says.
_ That made it all the more painful when,
in 1988, Miller called Johnson into his of-
fice to ask him to sign a lifelong vow of
celibacy.

"'What about unconditional love, un-
conditional grace?" Johnson asked.

Discussing the matter is still difficult for
Miller, now a Lutheran pastor in Tacoma,
Washington. He has recently rekindled his
friendship with Johnson's parents but not
Johnson.

"It was very pamful and Jeff is a fine
person.... He has gifts and is a dedi-
cated person,” says. ~ But if a per-
son is Gay, he or she is not to be sexually
active as a Gay person. Sexual activity
belongs in the commitment of marriage."

Sex outside of marriage has, n fact,
been the focus for many faiths when it
comes to Gay clergy, making for often
contentious church conventions and disci-
plinary hearings as a growing number of
pastors, both Gay and straight, break their
silence.

There also are ha growing number bgf
straight ors who are speaking on
halfofpthflngay and Lesbian counter-

parts. ’
In 1990, a small group of San Francisco

pastors went against the church's wishes
and ordained J and the two Lesbian
pastors. The church stll considers the or-
dinations illegal.

In another move of defiance, Lutheran
pastors in San Francisco have continually
elected Johnson as their dean to r.
them in the Siema-Pacific Synod, 218
Lutheran congregations in Northem Cali-
fomia and Nevada.

“"There's a very clear intention to send a
message to the church," says Bishop Rob-
ert Mattheis, who now oversees the Si-
erra-Pacific Synod.

Mattheis, who calls Johnson ' 'very
gifted and c:gable." says the synod has
not challenged Johnson's election, though
he cannot participate in official church
business, such as ordinations.

_ But, beyond that, some sense a shifting
in the synod's views on the matter.

Unlike his edpredm:essor, for example,
Mattheis opted not to punish St. Paul Lu-
theran Church, a large congregation in
Oakland whose or is openly Gay and
m a long-term relationship.

"1 chose to say I'm just gomg to not
deal with that and let it take care of itself,"
Mattheis says. "My sympathies lie more
on the open and accepting side. The issue
is not settled for me, but my sympathies
are there." A

In the meantime, Johnson is happy to
continue to challenge the system by serv-
mg as dean. But his most mportant work,
he says, remains i the day-to-day work-
mngs of his own parish.

"I perceived erroneously that the church
was one of the greatest agents of social
change," Johnson says of larger Lutheran
church. I still believe that to a pomnt. ...

*"But my goal is not institutional change
because will happen long, long, lung
after real change has already taken place.’

] - VT AT b gL
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Lesbian

Teacher Fights Utah

for Free

Speech, Her Dignity and Her Job

Salt Lake City— State attomeys late
Friday, December 26, asked a federal

judge to dismiss a Lesbian teacher's law-

suit challenging a school gag order ban-
ning her from discussing ﬁg,r sexual ori-

entation.

Among other things, the Utah Attomey
Gencml% Office argued in briefs filed
with U.S. District Court here that Wendy
Weaver's comments regarding her homo-
sexuality do not "'nise to the level pro-
tected by the First Amendment."

Assistant Attomeys General Martha
Stonebrook and Robert Morton also con-
tended that Weaver's October lawsut
against the Nebo School District and 14
individuals was barred by the Constitu-
tion's provisions protecting government
entities and state employees.

In July, after learsning Weaver was Gay,

Spanish Fork High School officials took
away her job coaching the ' volleyball
team. Weaver also was her not to

talk about her sexual orientation at school
or on her own time.

Weaver does not have a listed telephone
number in Spanish Fork and could not be
reached for comment. However, her Salt
g‘m[.a_keatwfq]tley, pa‘;]id Watkiss, saw a

er Of in the state's response.

"It is what I would have expected,”" he
said. doAlﬂlmgh lh;yaz (gc state's attor-

out e district wrote
%Vez:zrer apomtseoond memo in which
tried to narrow the scope of the gag order
that they gave to her in July."

That second memo, on Oct. 29, came
nine days afler Weaver and the Utah

er of the American Civil Liberties
Union had filed suit alleging the district's
gag order violated her nghts to free
speech and privacy.

**(The second memo) was a in the
Ei?t direction," Watkiss said. “'I'm hope-

that with a little dialogue, we will able
to solve this without protracted litigation."”

Palmer DePaulis, for the
Utah Attomey s Office, was non-
committal about prospects for a settle-
ment.

"*(The state) will probably want to mull
;h;m ova'ﬁ qgapnat’ el net:pmld1 d, but I

Ve NO 1 nght now { the response
would be," he said.

Fr‘gl: Salt &akc cf]]CLU tgfﬁoe was closed

v, a to the organization's
Gay and Lesbian Rights office in New
York was not immediately retumed.

In Friday's briefs, state attomeys ar,
that, "“The right to privacy has not
extended to matters mvolving homosexual
relationships” and that there exists no
““fundamental right to engage" m same-
sex behavior.

Further, Stonebrook and Morton wrote
that the school district’s decisions regard-
g Ms. Weaver fell within its *'legitimate
interest in maintaining the morale, mteg-
rity and public acceptance of the school
system and in minimizing substantial dis-
ruption or interference in the nommal ac-
tivities of the schools within its bounda-
ries.

Weaver's suit secks a declaration that
the ban is unconstitutional and an order
that school administrators remove it from
her el file.

e case has generated a storm of con-
troversy in Spamsh Fork, a pr i
Mormon community of roughly 12,000
Utah County, 45 miles south of here. In
early November, about 100 residents ral-
lied, threatening to pull their children
from Weaver's ¢ .
haNcbo Schtgg:{ liigtricl board mmnbgrrg

ve repeatedly been to
Weaver, and Tuesday, m 23, a
right wing morality group filed suit in 4th
Dastrict Court.

The complamt by Citizens of Nebo

School District for Moral and Legal Val-
ues asked a judge to determine whether
school and law enforcement officials
failed to protect Ms. Weaver's students
and team members.

Allegations in the suit involve purported
incidents the group contends amounted to
child abuse or contributed to the delin-
quency of minors.

Specifically, the suit alleges that the 40-
year-old mother of two hosted hot-tub

ies at her house with team members,

them play touch football clad only in
shorts and bras, discouraged and ed
team members mvolved with boys, and set
up a mentoring netwo ML

The group's lawsuit maintains some of
those involved in the network later an-
nounced they were Lesbians,

Watkiss said those charges were base-
less, springing from activities that in any
other scemario would be considered
harmless and common to athletes and their
coaches.

Coors
Continued From Page 1

ily members individually. Linkages
betwgan Coors, its various yﬁnmdatiuns

and right wing extremist gr such as
the tage Foundation the Free
Con Foundation were investigated.

With the help of the Teamsters union
the Task Force was able to speak confi-
dentially with openly Lesbian and Gay
Ime workers at Coors.

Stonewall's Coors Advisory Task Force
Chair, Alan Zimmerman, said, "In reach-
ing our conclusions, there was as much
confusion at the end as there was at the
beginning of this process. We discovered
during our very iled review of this
matter that, on the one hand, Coors is a
company that demmstr?tes some of the
most gressive employment cies
andpra%wsmﬂlewmnym at the
same time, control of the company rests
with a family who vigorously mt ul-
tra-conservative politicians and right wing
extremist organizations and think tanks,

“Similarly, we found the commumity di-
vided three ways: favoring the boycott,
opposing the boycott, or totally dismter-
ested or unaware, the last group being the

Stonewall President Eric Bauman said
"In att ing to arrive at arrive at a valid
conclusion a Coors, we were struck
by the profound dichotomy we observed.
It was impossible for us to arrive at a de-
cision totally opposed or totally in-favor
of Coors. The essence of our conclusion is
that Coors Brewing Company has, in fact,
made major positive strides towards cre-
ating a safe, nondiscriminatory and even
embracing environment for its Lesbian
and Gay employees.

“However, following the Coors-profit
money trail took us directly to politicians
and organizations which are profoundly
h obic and whose philosophy's di-
rectly eé;unmdlbym %t the gmggessige policies
enact ¢ Coors Brewing Com s

The Stonewall Democratic CllEln gzs
committed to evaluating other companies
doing business in the Gay community
who may have links to politicians and or-

izations whose missions' includes the
of fair and equitable treatment of

Y Lesbians, Gays, and other minorities.

The Stonewall Democratic Club is
southem California's largest and most in-
fluential political organization.

See Us On the
Internet

hitp:// www. Wilieht.com
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Milwaukee Chamber Theater Presents
America’s Only Shaw Festival

Milwaukee—The Milvfhaukee Chamber
Theatre presents the 16 Annual Milwau-
kee Shaw Festival, the only festival of its
kind in the United States, February 7
through March 8, 1998. The festival will
feature Bermard Shaw's comic parody of
1930's adventure movies “Too True to be
Good” and Samusl Beckett's classic tragi-
comedy “Waiting for Godot.”

Screaming Penguin Productions, in its
fifth year of association with the Shaw
Festival, will present two hysterically funny
short plays: “Augustus Does His Bit" by
Bernard Shaw, and “Box and Cox" by
John Maddison Morton.

Also added to this year's Shaw Festival
is a Staged Reading of "Jutta's Atone-
ment” by Bemnard Shaw, and a screening
of Shaw's 1937 classic screenplay “Pyg-
malion” at the Landmark Oriental Theatre.

Package tickets and single event tickets
for the Shaw Festival are available at the
Broadway Theatre Center Box Office, 158
N. Broadway, or by calling 414/291-7800.

Since 1983, Milwaukee Chamber Thea-
tre has presented an annual festival of
plays that celebrates the words, wit, and
wisdom of the great 20 -century Irish
dramatist, essayist, |etter writer, critic, so-
cialist, feminist, futurist, and vegetarian,
Bemard Shaw.

The Festival consists of Shaw works and
plays, both classic and contemporary, that
reflect on Shavian themes. The Milwaukee
Shaw Festival shares a unigue heritage
and status with the Shaw Festival in Niag-
ara on the Lake, Canada, and the original
English Shaw festival at Malvern during
his lifetime

Written in 1931, “Too True to be Good®
is Shaw's saucy comic parody of adven-
ture movies and “smart young things” of
the 1930s. A clergyman/jewel thief and
his moll invade a young, ailing heiress’
bedroom complete with complaining Mi-
crobel The kidnappers whisk their willing
victim off to Mediterranean sands swarm-
ing with eccentric military types ( including
Lawrence of Arabia ) and dotty senior citi-
zens. A surreal and funny “Pilgrims Prog-
ress” results as all search for the meaning
of life.

This production is generously sponsored
by Marquette Medical Systems Founda-
tion.

The cast of “Too True to be Good" in-
cludes Bo Johnson, Mary McDonald Kerr.
John Kishline, Daniel Mooney, Ruth
Schudson, and James Tasse.

Making their Milwaukee Chamber Thea-
tre debut for this production are James
Ridge, who has recently been seen with
First Stage Milwaukee, and Eunice Pep-
piatt, a UWM Professional Theatre Train-
ing Program student.

Bernard Shaw was bormn in Dublin in
1856. Motivated by socialist lectures,
Shaw joined the Fabian Society in 1884,
an influential group of evolutionary social-
ists dedicated to establishing a socialist
democracy in Britain.

Shaw quickly became a major spokes-
person for the Fabians and their ideas.

Throughout his long life span of 94
years, Shaw was the contemporary and
correspondent with many notable individu-
als, among them Winston Churchill, the
Duke of Windsor, Edward Elgar, Ghandi,
and Nehru,

Shaw enjoyed his first popular success
with “Arms and the Man”, his fourth play.
Other plays include “Major Barbara,” “Man
and Superman,” “St. Joan" and “Caesar
and Cleopatra.”

“Waiting for Godot” i% one of the great
tragicomedies of the 20 -century and a fit-
ting companion piece to Shaw's comedy

S een e e i S

by fellow Irish Nobel Laureate Samuel
Beckett. Two tramps, Gogo and Didi,
maintain their eternal vigil interrupted by
diversions from shoes, fleas, carrots, and
a strange perambulating master and slave,
Pozzo and Lucky. “Godot” premiered in
Paris in 1953 and quickly became a clas-
sic that continues to fascinate and capti-
vate audiences worldwide. “Waiting for
Godot" is sponsored'by an anonymous
donor.

The cast of “Waiting for Godot” includes
John Kishline, Dan Mooney, James Ridge,
and James Tasse. J.R. Sullivan will make
his Milwaukee Chamber Theatre directing
debut with this production.

Samuel Beckett, bomn in Dublin in 1808,
studied and taught in Paris before settling
there permanently in 1937. His first novel,
Murphy (1838), typifies his later works by
eliminating the traditional elements of plot,
character, and setting. Instead, he pres-
ents the experience of waiting and strug-
gling with a pervading sense of futility. In
his theatre of the absurd, Beckett com-
bines poignant humor with an overwhelm-
ing sense of anguish and loss. His other
plays include "Endgame,” “Krapps' Last
Tape" and "Happy Days.” Beckett was
awarded the 1969 Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture.

This year, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
will add a staged reading of “Jitta’s
Atonement” a Shavian translation of Sieg-
fried Trebitsch's German melodrama Frau
Gittas Suhne on Saturday, February 7,
1998 at 2:00 p.m. Jitta's lover dies of a
heart attack and she is desperate to hide
the relationship from her husband, as well
as her lover's wife and family. Her attempt
is complicated by her lover having left a
manuscript on psychoses in women - to be
published by Jitta's husband who calls it
“drivel.”

By the end of the play, Shaw's charac-
ters drop their disguises and pretensions,
including the widow’s pretense of moum-
ing. “Jitta's Atonement” is being presented
as part of Milwaukee's premiere season of
the International Arts Festival.

Scheduled for the entire month of Feb-
ruary, this year's festival unites the per-
forming and visual arts in celebrating the
city’s German/Austrian Heritage. A hearty
Germman Buffet lunch is scheduled prior to
the reading as part of the opening of the
Milwaukee Shaw Festival.

On Monday, February 16 at 6:45 p.m.,
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre will present
Bernard Shaw's 1938 Best Screenplay
Oscar winner “Pygmalion” at the Land-
mark Oriental Theatre, 2230 N. Farwell
Ave. Before “My Fair Lady” tumed Shaw's
masterpiece into a musical, Leslie Howard
and Wendy Hiller starred in this 1937 clas-
sic.

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre presents a
free speakers' series entitted MCT View-
Points prior to every production during the
season. “The Road to Absurdity: From
Shaw to Beckett” will be the topic of this
years Shaw Festival MCT ViewPoints
featuring Dr. Rhoda Nathan, President of
the Bernard Shaw Society and Professor
of English at Hofstra University in New
York, on Monday, February 23, 1998, at 7
p.m. at Centennial Hall, Milwaukee Public
Library. Dr. Nathan has lectured world-
wide on Shavian themes.

For more information on MCT View-
Points and other free MCT events, call the
MCT office at 414/276-8842.

Asneak preview of the 16™ Annual Mil-
waukee Shaw Festival will be held on
Thursday, February 12, 1998 at 7 p.m. at
the new Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop.
2568 N. Downer Ave.

Boulevard Theater’s “Found A Peanut”

*

Takes You Back to Childhood Days

By Ruth Anne Boulet

Found A Peanut, the Boulevard En-
semble’s current offering, will take you
back to that time called childhood. Every-
one has memories of that time (or not so
long) ago: playing with friends, singing silly
songs and hiding things from adults.
Found A Peanut explores those elements
of childhood and reminds you of some of
those times that weren't all that idyllic.

The title, Found A Peanut, may be fa-
miliar o some as a childhood song where
a child finds a peanut, discovers it's rotten
and eats it anyway. That song, appropri-
ately enough, creates a structure for the
play. The children in this world are con-
stantly discovering and making choices,
some they understand, some they don't

The plot of Found A Peanut is simple
enough. A group of children, most ages 8-
14, who all live in the same apartment
building in Brooklyn, are spending their
last day of freedom before school begins
at the end of summer. The one thing just
about all of these children want to do is
play and some of them do get the chance
to squeeze in some fun during their time
together.

Little Earl gets to play the most, which is
appropriate since he's five years old.
Some of his playful moments are scene-
stealing. The girls, Melody and Joanie also
get to play. Well, they get to play whatever
Melody wants them to play, anyway.

While none of the characters find pea-
nuts (although the song is sung in the pro-
duction, so if you can’t remember it and
you want to know how it goes, that's rea-
son enough to attend a performance), the
children find two other things: a dead bird
and a sack of money. Finding these things
leads to different actions, some compas-
sionate, some selfish. Some of the char-
acters find a bit of maturity and respect in
making choices that help others more than
themselves, most of the characters find
their weaknesses in greed.

The script, written by Donald Margulies,
does an excellent job of leading the audi-
ence through the children’s very cut and
dried way of interpreting the world around
them and how making choices can some-
times smudge the lines.

The Milwaukee
Symphony Chorus
To Hold Auditions

Milwaukee—Imagine the thrill of a live
performance of Beethoven's Ninth Sym-
phony. Imagine how it would feel to be on
stage, in the sweep of the orchestral
sound, surrounded by hundreds of musi-
cians. Now, imagine being in integral part
of the experience, adding your own voice
to the swelling of the “Ode to Joy."

This might sound like fantasy, but for
hundreds of dedicated volunteer musi-
cians, it's a regular occurrence. Members
of the 175-200 voice Milwaukee Sym-
phony Chorus routinely join the Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra in performances of
exciting orchestral and choral repertoire.

The Milwaukee Symphony Chorus is
formed mostly by volunteer, non-
professional singers, with a small core of
paid musicians who provide leadership for
the entire group. The chorus is open by
audition to anyone who loves to sing.

During the second half of the 1997-98
season, the Milwaukee Symphony Chorus
will sing Carl Orff's “Camina Burana” in
performances with the Milwaukee Ballet as
well as in concerts with the MSO. In addi-
tion to collaborations with the MSO, the
Chorus sings one acappella concert each
season, conducted by Lee Erickson and
featuring choral masterpieces such as
Rachmaninoff's “Vespers” and Tchaikov-
sky's “Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.”

On January 9, from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, the
Milwaukee Symphony Chorus will audition
new singers to perform for the remainder
of the season. Auditions will take place at
the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.
To take advantage of this exciting oppor-
tunity, call (414) 764-1906.

These kids have very concrete ideas of
what's good and bad and how they be-
have according to their allegiances. They
are also old enough to begin to under-
stand that the world is far more complex
than they realize.

One character who illustrates that com-
plexity by his almost totfal lack of under-
standing of it, is Little Earl. A five year-old,
Little Earl is still at the age where the easi-
est way to learn is to imitate. When he is
shoved, he shoves back; when he is given
attention, he shows loyalty. When the
“good” kids scold or ignore him, he seeks
attention from the “bad” kids or the bullies.

The older kids’ overall abandonment of
Litle Earl is mirrored by their parents'
abandonment of these children. The kids
can't understand why mom isn't at home
when she used to be and Little Earl can't
understand how he fits into the nuances
happening among his older friends.

All of the characters are played by
adults. The cast is an ensemble that
blends well together. Characters are well-
defined in their loyalties and those who
waver between sides because of their
childish selfishness are humorously fickle.

Everything about the Boulevard Thea-
ter's production has been tightly crafted
and although the show's themes will have
you at the very least, reflecting on your
own childhood dramas, they will also re-
mind you of some of the fun times as well.

Found A Peanut runs through January
18 at the Boulevard Ensemble Theater.
For ticket information call (414) 672-6019.

Dale Gutzman’s
“Holiday Punch”

Packs a Comedic
and Musical Wallop

By John A. Jahn

Has Dale Gutzman really been doing
these annual send ups of the holiday sea-
son for 18 years!? Gosh, he must've done
his first one in diapers (he'll like that). This
was my second of those 18, and | must
say he's 2-for-2 in my book.

The Gutzman Company of 11 local sing-
ers and actors of both sexes and sexuali-
ties presented us with their annual "Holi-
day Punch" at Centennial Hall of the Mil-
waukee Public Library on December 19,
21, 27, and 31. The show was a combina-
tion of seriously performed holiday musical
numbers, comedy sketches poking fun at
cast or audience members, and holiday
songs parodying the "real" lyrics of the
songs or otherwise perverted to discuss
news events of the year.

Not all the humor comes off as well as it
could - you might be left wondering what
it's all about if you're not up on your cur-
rent events. It was also a rather more brief
show than | wish it had been. But by and
large the fine singing and comic timing of
the cast help the show tremendously.

There's also the fact that Gutzman him-
self is not just a good actor and singer, but
also an outrageous wit. A particular stand
out in the performance is the company's
spoof of the currently fashionable fascina-
tion with all things "Titanic.”

A medley of songs are performed to mu-
sic from various famed musicals, with lyr-
ics altered as if they were written for the
"Titanic” musical.

The emphasis is on fun and light-hearted
enjoyment, and it was a delight when 12
audience members "volunteered” (read:
were dragged kicking & screaming) to go
up on stage and perform "The Twelve
Days of Christmas," which Dale delight-
fully emceed.

Also, the "Holiday Punch '97 Company
Biographies" which you get with the pro-
gram is a hoot, again parodying the real
thing.

Gutzman's next project will be "the most
important musical of the decade" (accord-
ing to the ad): Stephen Sondheim & John
Weidman's "Assassins.” If's due to be
performed at Centennial Hall on Feb. 27 &
28, and Mar. 1st. Tickets are $15.00. Call
‘414) 327-3662.
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Celine Dion Tugs at the Heartstrings as
She Sings of Life and Love

By Jeffrey L. Newman

Celine Dion greets you as an old friend.
Sitting comfortably in a three-room suite ir
the posh St. Regis hotel in mid-town Man-
hattan, the Canadian singer looks remark-
able perky and fresh, surprising consider-
ing that she has spent nearly 12 hours
meeting with her record label and making
various television appearances all day.

Looking radiant and thin, the 29-year old
pop star is currently promoting her latest
opus, the stunning “Let’s Talk About Love”
on Epic 560, a collection of pop ballads
and dance-infused confections. With plush
arrangements, deep orchestrations, Dion
does what she does best — tug at the
heart, inspire romantic yeamings and
celebrate matters of the heart.

“I've never felt like | do about this album
with anything else I've done,” says the
singer in her thick French accent. (She's
only been speaking English for about four
years.) “It's the strongest |'ve ever felt, and
the happiest I've been with the result of an
album.”

“Let's Talk About Love" is Dion's fifth
English language album and marks a
milestone in her career, as it teams the
chanteuse with such notable collaborators
as famed Beatles producer George Martin
(the fifth Beatle), Luciano Pavarotti, Carole
King, the Bee Gees and Barbra Streisand,
among others.

Her last album sold more than 25 million
copies worldwide, and won her a Grammy
award for album of the year and a World
Music Award for best-selling album world-
wide. It also spawned the top 10 hits “Be-
cause You Loved Me," “It's All Coming
Back To Me Now” and “All By Myself."

“| was not supposed to record an album
this year. | wasn’t planning it at all. But
then Carole King sent me a song and Bar-
bra Streisand asked me fo record with her.
It just sort of happened,” she says. “I never
thought that Lucianno Pavoratti and Bar-
bra Streisand would be on the same al-
bum with me. I'm having the best time of
my career.”

Dion explores new musical avenues, as
she experiments with other genres. She
gets dancey on the disco-esque “Just A
Little Bit Of Love,” moves into a funky rap
mode with Diana King on the dancehall-
styled “Treat Her Like A Lady,” and goes
gospel on “Love Is On The Way."

But it's her duet with Streisand, “Tell
Him," and the sweet “My Heart Will Go
On,” the love theme from the upcoming
movie Titanic, that will boost this album
and Dion's prominence in the pop charis.

Although, due to mixed reactions from
radio dee-jays, the planned release of the
Streisand duet as the album’s first single
has been nixed.

Dion, who met Streisand at last year's
Academy Awards show, when Dion stood
in for an ailing Natalie Cole who had been
tapped to sing Streisand's theme song
from “The Mirror Has Two Faces,” says
the chance to sing with Streisand has
been a life-long dream.

“She's the one who | looked up to in my
career. It made everything I've done in my
career worth it," says the awed singer.
“She knows what she wants. She's very
disciplined and only accepts the best.
There's nothing wrong with knowing what
you want. If it's not done the right way,
she’'ll take the steps to get it right and fix it.
Her professionalism is amazing.”

And like Streisand, Dion has eamned
herself a place amongst the gay commu-
nity. “| love the gay fans. They're the best
fans," she says. “I've been around Gay
people since | entered this business. They
are the most energetic, loyal and appre-
ciative audience. As a performer, you are
very lucky to have a following like that.”

Dion knows that there are some critics
you say her music lacks depth and bor-
ders on sappy—the singer has been criti-
cized for relying on the likes of songwriters
David Foster and Diane Warren, who
churn out bubble-gummish tunes.

“All | can say is that if people think my
music is too light, maybe they should talk
to the 25 million people who bought my
last album,” she says. “If they call it light,
well, then | like my music light. | like emo-
tional things. The music | sing is life. And
sometimes life is simple and light. Some-
times people try to get too complicated.
The most important things in life are not
that complicated. So let them call it light.
I'm proud of what | do.”

And while she gets mobbed wherever
she goes, Dion says she doesn't believe in
becoming a recluse or avoiding her fans.
In fact, she says she lives for it and would
feel incomplete without it.

“It's my decision to be in show business,
and it would be inappropriate to ask peo-
ple to leave you alone. If | went out and
wasn't recognized, I'd miss it. | love that
people can come up to me and ask for an

autograph or sa{zahello." she says. “Sure
there are days that | don't feel pretty or |
have a pimple or I'm having my period. On
those days | just stay at home.”

Dion separates herself from the pack —
Madonna, Mariah Carey and Janet Jack-
son — in some ways, however. The biggest
and most notable is her refusal to use sex
to sell her music.

“Sex is a very personal thing. It's some-
thing | prefer keeping for myself and not
sharing with everyone else," the Canadian
singer says. “Talking about it can be pow-
erful. Showing it is a lot. If [the other sing-
ers] need to do it, that's okay with me. But
for me, it wouldn't be right. | think you can
be very sexy and very sensual, without
being graphic. For me less is more. To go
out and behave like that is appropriate for
me."

She also prefers not to sing explicitly
sexual lyrics. She says she prefers the
sexual illusion created by love songs and
doesn't see a need to so in your face
about it.

“It has to do with who you are,” she
says. "For me, I'm not someone who can
have sex on stage. | prefer to sing about
love and about how powerful sex can be,
but not about the act.”

While Dion admits there is pressure to
surpass the success of her last recording,
especially with new albums by label-mate
Carey and Jackson currently in stores, she
says she's not in competition with the
other pop superstars. The only one she
says she competes with is herself.

“People like to say that a lot of what | de
is similar to Mariah and that we hate each
other,” she says. “What | do is completely
different. And we like each other a lot. |

admire her. There is no competition. The
only one | compete with is myself. | always
have to do better than | did before. If you
try and compete with others, you may as
well put an end to your career and your
life. You can't be in competition with any-
one else. You have to be yourself. There’s
room for all of us. If you do your best eve-
ryday, you will be your best every time.”

As for her next venture, Dion says a new
album is at least two or three years away.
She will concentrate on her next tour,
which begins in August, and finalize a deal
to star in her first feature film, which will
most likely be a film biopic of the late
French vocalist, Edith Piaf.

Dion also hints that she's negotiating for
a non-musical, dramatic role as well. It
would not be her first foray into acting, as
she guest starred for four episodes in a
Canadian TV series as an abused woman.

Dion also hopes to start a family in a
year-and-a-half, after her tour, and even-
tually she plans to retire from music.

“l don’t live with my success. I'm aware
of it. But | try not to let it consume me,”
she says. “| love what | do. | wake up
grateful for what | have everyday, but |
don't want to over stay my welcome. |
want to leave the party at the peak.”
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Comedian Suzanne
Westenhoefer to
Perform at UWN-W

Whitewater—Lesbian stand-up comedi-
enne Suzanne Westenhoefer will perform
at UW-Whitewater's Young Auditorium on
Friday, March 13, 1998, at 7:30 pm.
Westenhoefer is the first openly Lesbian
comic ever to have her own HBO special
and has become one of the most recog-
nized comedians around today. Her suc-
cesses include an appearance on HBO's
“Comic Relief VII," as well as her most il-
lustrious moment to date, a nomination for
the highest honor in cable programming—
the ACE Award. Suzanne's first comedy
recording, “Nothing in my Closst But My
Clothes,” was released in January, 1997,
on the Uproar Entertainment Label,

Although Westenhoefer has the ultimate
goal of having her own sitcomn, she still hits
the road, continually touring throughout
the year. Her club performances have in-
cluded headlining at Caroline's Comedy
Club, Punchlines, Improvs, and Comedy
Connections across the U.S.

Her theater performances have included
playing fo sold out audiences at major
venues such as Town Hall, Zellerbach
Auditorium, the Rainbow Room and the
Great American Music Hall.

Tickets for Westenhoefer's performance
are now on sale at $2.50 and $5 for UWW
students with identification and $10 and
$12 for the general public.

For tickets, call the UWW Ticket Center
and charge by phone at (414) 472-2222
(Voice or TTY) or stop by the ticket outlet
at the Young Auditorium weekdays from
9:30 am to 5:00 pm for tickets or more in-
formation.

"A true musical artist can transcend categories and sneak sound past one's psychological barriers.

Such an artist is Canadian feminist singer-songwriter, Heather Bishop."

HEATHER
BISHOP

-Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel

IN CONCERT

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 17
SPM

Doors open at 7PM

UWM UNION FIRESIDE LOUNGE

2200 E. Kenwood Blvd.

$10 for UWM students

*UWM students can fill out a raffle ticket in the WRC the first week of classes to

——

Ticket Outlets:

Outpost Natural Foods

100 E. Capitol Dr.

Afterwords Bookstore & Espresso Bar

2710 N. Murray Ave.

Just Us
807 S. 5th St.

win a free ticket! Winners drawn at our Welcome Back Open House on 1/15/98.

$15 in advance/ $17 at the door for everyone else

ey

Co-sponsored by: Full Moon Productions and the UWM Women's Resource Center
For more information call the Women's Resource Center at 229-2852.
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DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY
801 - 807 South 2nd Street ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX!
Milwaukee = 383-8330 4 Different Places to Party, Dance or Relax

/' Bars = 2 Dance Floors = 4 Sound Systems
Video = Food = Games = Dancing

Open Nightly at 8pm

From the Staff:

~ George, Corey, Scott, Paul, John, Jim, Matt,
Tonya, Tim, David, Ed, Elaine, Tom, Dana,

Brian, Craig, Dance, Jacky, Alan, Mike, Doug,
Heather, Sasha, Rud, Julio, Chris, Scott . . .

WINTER 1998 ™

‘% SUNDAYS “Customer Appreciation *
X Night,” Super Bust, La Cage

e Showcase, D], Dancing, No
Cover X
F( MONDAYS “Shake a Drink” all Nite Long
“’(TUESDAYS “Prize Night,” win $50 nightly,
qualify for a trip giveaway every

X

" 90 days
WEDNESDAYS ,Our Famous “SUPER BUST”
& THURSDAYS * K
0 "’( FRIDAYS “La Cage Showcase”
SATURDAYS “The Party” %

NOTE: Grubb’s Pub is now reconnected to La Cage from the inside! Serving char-broiled sandwiches and appetizers,
Wed-Sat, 8pm to after hours.
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121 West Main Place * Madison, Wl 53703

(608) 251-1030

MONDAY TUESDAY
Women’s Night  Fetish Night

Open at 2pm $50 bar tab for

Watch Women’s BB best fetish outfit
$1 rails till 8pm $1 off if you're in Leather

WEDNESDAY

; o S
4 : B _ il A D -
- The Miss La Cage Pageant — La Cage was the site of a fabulous pageant held on Monday, December 15.
F r ee P 0 0’ AI I ”’ gh t Shown above are Ron Geiman and friends enjoying the show, the contestants with winner Billie Blaze at t.'l‘:le
far right next to runner up Lana St. James, and “white trash” Sage La Rue, who brought the house dowm with
$3 Pitchers and Pizzas a fabulous country medley.

THURSDAY FRIDAY .

20’s Night  Hear Our New HIV Tesh ng

Ages 21 -2:) g::ss 50¢ taps D Jss
$2.50 Lonsg Islarlld Ice Teas Oti
SATURDAY SUNDAY La Cage
Party With Us Packer Sundays Thursday, January 8 # 10 p.m. to 1 a.m,
South Water Street Docks
Sunday January 4 Friday, January 9 # 7 to 10 p.m.
Watch the Pack and

Ballgame
Friday, January 16 = 7 to 10 p.m,

Woodi
Help support the Friday, January 23 = 8 tg 1 [:?ns

Bovine Babes Galano Club

Help Us to Send Our Madison Saturday, January 31 < 6 to 8 p.m.
Team to Gay Games ‘98

$1 shots of Jagermeister, Doctors
$5 Beer Bash
Raffles
Food, Food, Food

1240 E, Brady St.
Milwaukee, Wl 53202

4142722144

i Coll for informetion or to moko en appointment
i ndoy—Wodnesday 10 am.to 9 pum.
reday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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News... Madison's Manoeuvres' long
rumored move is still in limbo. Once again
owner Ed was put off by the Madison
Licensing Committee despite the fact that
the Madison Police had no objections to
the move. The committee, contrary to
some rumors, did not reject Ed’s request
but delayed its decision until next month.

Ed is still confident that he will eventually
win an okay. Meanwhile in two fund
raisers held at the bar in December, Ed
and his customers raised several
thousand dollars for Camp Heartland and
for“Madison's homeless shelters. Way to
go

Recaps... The holidays are almost over
g%d | hope you enjoyed them as much as |

id.

In Between's Christmas Party drew a
nice crowd and was a lot of fun. The
Balloon drop was a highlight of the
evening, but unfortunately we don't have a
lot of pictures of it to show you since the
film got lost.

Also worth special mention was the Just
Us Christmas show. This show featured
many fine performers. Congrats to Starry
Night for putting together one of the best
Christmas shows | had seen in a while. It
was a very upbeat show that made the
audience feel good (and shouldn't that be
the point of any bar show?).

Special guest Ronnie Marx was a real
scream and had the audience in stitches
and screaming for more and Sandy Beach
really wowed them. The large crowd that
was hand really ate it all up.

| wish we could show you pictures of that
one too, but they are on the same roll as
most of the In Between pictures were and
wers also lost.

The annual Holiday benefit at
Manoeuvres was also a blast. Simply
Divine was simply Divine and put together
a dynamite production. | was simply
amazed at how well everyone worked
together with some performers even giving
up numbers without complaint so others
could get some stage time. All everyone
was concermned about was raising badly
needed dollars for Madison's needy.

NEW HOURS:

January 5.

Bloody Mary Specials.

TUESDAY-SATURDAY,
open 7pm.

Closed MONDAYS starting

Open SUNDAYS at 11am till
2am, starting January 4 with

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10

Diversions proudly presents, from Milwaukee,
the LA CAGE SHOWCASE

After the show, | went to a fabulous party
hosted by Loren. | was tired, but my
spirits perked up when | saw all those
people having such a great timel!!

Speaking of great times, | had a blast at
Mama Roux on Christmas Eve. In the
spirit of the season they extended their 2
for 1 special to run until close.

| was in Mad Town on Sunday the 21™
so | missed two great parties in
Milwaukee.

The slves told me that everyone had a
fine time at This Is It. There was a load of
food and people, old friends and new,

wishing each other Happy Holidays. The
decorations Joe and his staff put up are
stunning. Great job Joel!l

Speaking of decorations | just love the
Christmas tree at The Ball Game. It's a
huge flocked tree with green and gold
lights and omaments. Hope they keep it
up for the Packer playoff games.

Speaking of great jobs, | hear that the La
Cage Christmas party was a whole lot of
fun. | was told everyone had a great time
there too. | stopped in the Friday after
Christmas to hear my favorite DJ Tag
team, Dave and Tanya. As usual they
kept the place hopping.

The Milwaukee Eagle's Tea Dance was
also a great time. They had an open bar
and a large crowd.

The Christmas party at Dish also had a
large crowd. The buffet spread of “snacks”
was ample and to die for. This bar keeps
growing in popularity and rightfully so. It's
a class act.

Christmas Eve at Ces't La Vie was a
fantastic mix of old friends and John's
usual ample board. Saw Baby Jane
Hudson there. Speaking of a class act,
that's her.

We really do need to thank the bars for
remaining open and providing cheer on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. There
are so many of us who need a place to go
to be “among ourselves” or just have a
place to go.

Coming Up... The big thing that is

coming of course if New Year's Eve.

Which happens to be on the same day this

Julia, her mother Joyce and her girlfriend Paige.

edition of our paper comes out. | hope
that you will celebrate it safely and sanely
and that the next year will prove to be a
happy and prosperous one for us all.

Make sure you stop in at your favorite
place and remember that just because it's
getting cold outside is not a good reason
to stay home. Those places that provide
you with a place to go in good weather
and bad need and deserve your support
throughout the year. =

On Friday January 2™ | am going to
start the New Year right with a Fish Fry at
Just Us, followed with a stop at The Ball
Game. Then it will be off to La Cage take
in the La Cage Showcase and dance the
night away. "

Saturday, January 3~ you can find me
at This Is It, where the eclectic mix of
people always keeps things interesting.

And speaking of This Is It, | don't want to
miss Jerry Grillo's performance there on
Sunday, January 18. Grillo is one fantastic
jazz vocaliai and not to be missed.

The 3" will also be the Firebirds' first
club night of the new year. It will be held at
the Boot Camp Saloon, as usual,
beginning at 10:00 p.m. The Firebirds
meet the first Saturday of every month.

Hey, while I'm at it, congrats to the Brew
City Bears whose Teddy Bear Drive netted
more than 60 bears and some cash for

1413 Green Valley Road * Neenah, Wisconsin = 725-3374 « (Exit Hwy 41 at Breezewood, South on Green Valley)

OPEN: Monday thru Saturday, 7-Close * Closed Sunday

DIVERSIONS

Show starts at 11pm
$3 Cover
Dancing after the Show

Hi Mom! Everyone had a grest time at Dish's Christmas party held at the popular clu
December 18. A packed house enjoyed great food, music and drinks. Shown above (L-R) are Dish owner,

SPECIALS, and the Grand

BACK IN BLACK,

FRIDAY NITES

It’s Diversions’

ALL REQUEST PARTY

Our DJ wants to play.
If we have it, we will play it.
If you have it, bring it in, and we will play it
right along with your favorite dance music.

i

Milwaukee Children's Hospital.

Sunday, January 4= | will be at In
Between to watch the Pack beat up on the
those poor Tampa Bay folks.

Monday, January 5 | am planning on
refuming to In Between for its weekly
balloon toss.

Wednesday, January 7™ will find me at
Mama Roux for its weekly two for one
special.

Friday January 9™ | am going to head
to Mad Town to visit my good friends at
Kirby's Klub, the Shamrock and
Manoeuvres. Kirby's has a couple of new
DJ's | want to check out. Of course |
always love checking out Tony Richards at
Manoeuvres too!

Sunday, January 11 l'll be at La Cage
for its weekly Customer Appreciation night.
Drink specials and the La Cage showcase
and it's free how can you go wrong?

The holidays are over and I'm
exhausted, but not too tired to be looking
forward to all the Super Bowl parties on
January 25.

Of course the Packers are going to San
Diego and of course every bar is going to
hold a bash to cheer them on. Already
news about them is coming in.

For example, at the Boot Camp, in

Please See Night Light Page 17

Watch for all new DRINK

Opening Festivities of

the Valley’s only Gay
Levi/Leather Bar.

SATURDAY NITES

We are where the

VALLEY PARTIES

Party with our DJ as he spins the

BEST DANCE MUsIC

in the Valley.

b on Thursday,

-¥
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Scorsese’s ‘Kundun’ is Visually Elegant
and Emotionally Serene

By John A. Jahn

In 1937 a 2 1/2 year old boy from a sim-
ple family in Tibet was recognized as the
14th reincamation of the Buddha of love
and compassion, and therefore destined to
become the spiritual and political leader of
his country. None other than acclaimed di-
rector Martin Scorsese brings to the
screen the true story of the 14th Dalai
Lama of Tibet, told through the eyes of His
Holiness (known to his people as "Kun-
dun”).

This intimate epic chronicles his early
life, from simple, playful childhood, through
the invasion and brutal occupation of his
homeland by the communist Chinese (an
occupation continuing to this day), to his
final journey into exile in neighboring India
(where he remains today).

Kundun is a story of indomitable will
and fervent religious commitment set
against a spectacular physical backdrop
and compelling world politics. It's the true
story of Tenzin Gyatso, the boy who be-
came the 14th Dalai Lama.

There is not one Anglo-Saxon in the cast
of Kundun, but rather Chinese and Ti-
betan actors and actresses with such

rious film - clearly the subject made a
great impression upon the Catholic
Scorsese.

The unknowns in the cast are superb,
with the sole exception of Chinese Ameri-
can actor Robert Lin, whose portrayal of
Chairman Mao comes off as being rather
more campy than imposing or threatening
(he'd have made a better Madam Mao).

Kundun is voluptuously beautiful to look
at, and is complimented by a terrific score
by famed minimalist composer Philip
Glass, a Buddhist himself with a deep un-
derstanding of Tibetan culture. The gran-
deur and spirituality of the score allows
you to feel the pulse of the story as it un-
folds; the images would sometimes seem
slow and plodding were it not for the sen-
sitive score woven within them. Glass em-
ploys not only a small Classical orchestra
and synthesizer, but also Tibetan horns
and cymbals and the eerie droning of a
chorus of Tibetan Monks.

What Kundun may lack in dramatic
story art (it's much more docudramatic
than melodramatic; more art than simple
entertainment), it more than makes up for
in superb acting and directing; visual and

Tenzn Cryatso, (seated) portrays the futare Dalai Lama of Tibet in the drama “Kundun."

names as Tenzin Thuthob Tsarong, Gy-
urme Tethong, and Tenzin Chodon
Gyalpo. Hopefully the lack of a Brad Pitt or
someone else of Hollywood glamour and
star quality will not keep audiences away
from this visually elegant, emotionally se-
rene film, expertly directed by Scorsese
(Taxi Driver, Raging Bull, Goodfellas,
Casino).

The last time he tackled a project like
this was in the mid-'80s with The Last
Temptation of Christ, which Kundun re-
sembles stylistically (and in subject matter
The Last Emperor). It's a devout and se-

emotional appeal. It's a fascinating story
almost none of us know anything about, all
the more important because it's true, and
no doubt pertinent to Sino-American rela-
tions.

It also doesnt make overt and obvious
efforts to manipulate your emotions - being
content to tell its story with as litlle contriv-
ance as possible. Some may find these to
be drawbacks, but not |. .y

Editor's Note: As of press time, the
movie has no opening date.

Despite its Flaws, ‘Amistad’ is a Film

Well Worth Seeing

By Steve Stavron

Steven Spielberg's new film Amistad
runs over 2 % hours and seems longer.
Unlike Schindler's List, which offered at
least a few options as to the fate of the
Jews, everyone knows the Amistad story.

Having brought the ship into the aboli-
tionist territory of a Connecticut port, we
know what's going to happen even without
the benefit of history. The benign pres-
ence of Morgan Freeman as a dapper
Freedman and the eamest looking de-
meanor of Matthew McConaughey as their
defending attorney are enough by them-
selves to ward off everyone including the
pre-teen Queen Isabella || of Spain who
lay claim to the slaves,

Unfortunately, Speilburg's polite ap-
proach fails to stir up the cintematical-
graphic excitement that made Schindler's
List so compelling at its best. The director
seems a bit intimidated by his subject, and
the political corrective groups have already
pounced on this film, more for the subject
matter than for the pluses and minuses of
the movie itself.

The leader of the rebellious slaves, Sinc
(also known as Cinque), is given center
stage as the emblem of black freedom.
But since the slaves can't speak English,
the movie doesn't leave him much to do
except look heroically angry. To make
matters worse, the true horrors of slavery

- throwing shackled slaves overboard fo
lighten the cargo - are infroduced dis-
creetly as flashbacks in mid film weaken-
ing the dramatic structure.

Even more annoying, John William's
celestial choir which accompanies these
horrors, is probably one of the most ob-
noxious soundtracks in history, not to
mention a chorus of trombones which al-
most drown out Sinc's cry for freedom.

But taken on its own terms- that of a
dramatized history lesson- the film is a
good one. And it is difficult to criticize
Speilburg's cinematic expertise.

But the true glory of the film rests al-
most exclusively with Anthony Hopkin's
superb performance as John Quincy Ad-
ams. For those who must politicize this
film, let me say that Hopkin's final appeal
before the US Supreme Court more than
compensates for those morally cbsessed
with the need to apologize for slavery.

Hopkin's performance takes care of that
very nicely, even ripping a symbolic copy
of the Declaration of Independence as a
portent of the Civil War to come.

One cannot be too enthusiastic about a
film so cautiously assembled but , intelli-
gent conscientious films such as Amis-
tad deserve commendation. But don’t ex-
pect to many dramatic surprises and for-
get the media hullabaloo.

And the Little Dog Too! — Obsessive-compulsive disorder suffer, Melvin Udall (played by Jack Nicholson)

prepares to throw his neighbor’s dog down the garbage chute.
Nicholson Delivers Oscar-Caliber
Performance in ‘As Good As It Gets’

By John A. Jahn

Right from its opening minutes, As
Good As It Gets lets you know you're
going to be in for a helluva fun ride. You
see a little dog (Verdell) in an apartment
building hallway, and some guy (not his
owner) is trying to coax him into the ele-
vator for an undoubtedly one way ftrip!
Eventually, Verdell's scooped up and put
down the trash chute by the guy (don't
worry, he survives the experience none
the worse for wear). Who'd do such a ter-
rible thing? None other than the despica-
ble Melvin Udall (Jack Nicholson).

Udall is a highly successful romantic
novelist, loved by many - many people
who have never had the displeasure to
have met him personally. | say "displeas-
ure" because Melvin's a compulsively
neat, neurotic, obsessive sociopath.

He's gruff and distant to his neighbors,
especially the owner of little Verdell,
Simon (Greg Kinnear), a Gay artist strug-
gling to get his works displayed and
bought, and helped in this endeavor by his
Gay art dealer friend, Frank (Cuba Good-
ing, Jr.). Both roles are refreshingly "Gay
positive."

When Simon is beaten savagely and
robbed by Randy (Skeet Ulrich), a sireet
punk turmed male model and his chums,
Simon's forced to tumn to Melvin to watch

|} Verdell for him while he recuperates in the

hospital.

Hesitantly, Melvin accepts, and in the
touchingly funny scenes between he and
Verdell, we finally come to see that the
heretofore unlikable Melvin actually com-
prises the ability to be a decent human
being, he just needs the appropriate
stimulus.

If Verdell manages to bring the good out
in Melvin to a small degree, Melvin's fa-
vorite waitress at the only restaurant he
ever goes to, Carol (Helen Hunt) chal-

lenges him to try to become a better per-
son in an overwhelming way. Through
many angst-ridden ups and downs, Carol
and Melvin become an unlikely _oouplo
embarking upon a stormy relationship.

Writer/director/producer  James L.
Brooks, who's given us such delightful TV
classics as “Taxi," "Mary Tyler Moore,"
"Rhoda," and "Lou Grant," and memorable
movies like Terms of Endearment and
Broadcast News, delivers a terrific come-
dic and romantic punch with As Good As
It Gets. )

Nicholson's Melvin Udall is one of his
best roles in years, and although Jack's
getting & bit long in the tooth for romantic
leads, the hot tempered egotist with a
heart of gold is a role tailor-made for Nich-
olson's comic timing and expressive vis-
age. There's great chemistry between
Helen Hunt and himself, and it's honestly
charming to see some of the icy glaze that
seemingly seals in Melvin's humanity
gradually melt away - thanks not only to
Carol but also Simon and Verdell.

As Good As It Gets is not only one of
the funniest movies |'ve seen in a while,
but it's also a sincere, romantic charmer -
a weightier, meatier, more fulfiling roman-
tic comedy than the earlier success story
of the genre this year, My Best Friend's
Wedding. It would have been nice to see
Carol and Melvin exchange "| love you's"
at least once in this film (which they never
quite manage to do), but enough emo-
tional ground has been covered in the
film's 2 hours and 18 minutes to tell you
that they'll struggle through their still sig-
nificant differences and "live happily ever
after."

A comedy from the heart that goes for
your throat, As Good As It Gets is well
worth your time. *kk1/2
As Good As |t Gets is now playing at
Milwaukee's Downer Theatre.

‘An American Werewolf in Paris’ is
Nothing to Howl About

By John A. Jahn

An American Werewolf in Paris opens
interestingly enough: three young, cute
guys atop the Eiffel Tower in Paris - their
latest stop on a "Daredevil Tour of
Europe.” They're preparing to bungy jump
from the highest observation deck of the
tower after it has been closed for the night.

Suddenly they discover they're not alone
up there. A young woman is preparing to
end it all. The cutest of the three guys,
Andy (Tom Everett Scoft) intervenes, but
she jumps anyway. Some 10 or 15 min-
utes into the movie, it's going to take a
suicidal plunge into silly dreck, and there's
nothing anyone can do to stop it!

The suicidal mystery woman, Serafine
(Julie Delpy) jumps, and Andy, bungy cord
attached to his ankle, plunges after her
several seconds later and catches her by
the ankle as they near the ground!

It becomes immediately clear from the
get-go that director Anthony Waller (nota-
ble for having previously directed over 200
TV commercials) and writers Tim Bums
and Tom Stern (both of MTV heritage)
have decided to make of this most recent
take on the werewolf legend a silly, slap-
stick, but nevertheless quite violent movie.

Gone are the serious horror elements
and gothic darkness of the Lon Chaney
classics of the '40s, but not only that, this
film doesn't even stand comparison to the
19881 film on which it has been loosely
based, An American Werewolf in Lon-
don. Instead, we get lots and lots of hard
rock noise blaring through viclent scenes
in which fake-looking, computer-generated
werewolves gorge themselves on hapless

victims.

There is nothing scary about this film
which, with a cinematic heritage going
back to 1841's The Wolf Man, couldn't
offer us anything but a silly spoof (or badly
attempted spoof) aimed at the clueless
MTV/Generation-X crowd.

As an elder statesman of that much ma-
ligned group, | was profoundly insulted by
the utter contempt these movie makers
show for us time and time again. An
American Werewolf in Paris is but the
latest slap in our collective face. Ouch!

This film tried to have something for eve-
ryone: special effects wizardry, horror,
comedy, sexiness. Well, the special ef-
fects were largely ineffective and not spe-
cial (except when the werewoclves were
shrouded in as much darkness as possi-
ble), the horror was non-existent (being
replaced with gratuitous violence, which is
NOT the same thing as horror), the com-
edy was lame, and the sex, surrounded as
it was by violence and gore, just makes
you queazy (unless, of course, you prefer
such things in your sex life).

The plot is about as stupid as you might
imagine: Andy and Serafine fall in love,
Andy becomes a werewolf, she's a were-
wolf, mayhem ensues...'nuff said.

It could've made it as a comedy if the
filmmakers went full throftle in that direc-
tion, or it might have made a really scary
horror film. Unfortunately, the "let's please
everyone” approach to filmmaking almost
never succeeds...certainly not in the hands
of TV commeroial directors and MTV writ-

ers. 1/2%
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voyage.

All Aboard - Passengers board the *Titanic” in South Hampton, before it leaves on itsill fated maiden

‘Titanic’ is a Film Flawed by Emphasis
on Misplaced Sentimental Plot

Commentary by Steve Stavron

By now, it' becoming hubris to criticize
the movie Titanic, and I've been thinking
of changing my pen name to Steve Spoil-
sport. However it must be stated that Ti-
tanic does little to add o the immortal leg-
end of that magnificent broken hulk at the
bottorn of the North Atlantic.

Director Cameron's valiant effort to sal-
vage and reconstruct the myth of the “Ti-
tanic” as a great cinematic monument has
plenty of heart, but the sentimental em-
phasis is misplaced.

No one can object to the tender love
story of the steerage youth and the “first
class' girl as a motif for getting this huge
film off the docks, and | didn’t mind DeCa-
prio’s youthful, exuberant attempts to be a
more innocent version of Brad Pitt.

Although | was a little bothered by Kate
Winslot's barely perceptible discomfiture at
dealing with tumn -of the-century Ameri-
canism, but she is a good little actress and
quickly becomes aware that this is not
Hamlet or Jane Austin. She is very win-
ning . And a little corn doesn't hurt. Why
not do an Irish jig in the bowels of the ship
to lighten things up in preparation for:

Unfortunately, the real tragedy is that
this ocean -borne bittersweet romance is
the right kind of mini-drama, but on the
wrong ship. We are dealing with THE “Ti-
tanic” and by maximizing the little tragedy
and giving it constant center stage, we
minimize the greater one——the mind
boggling mesmep;zing account of the
sinking of the 20™ century's greatest in-
animate symbol of bygone elegance,
grace, and security.

The innocent ,self assured smugness of
that symbolism has stirred countless
imaginations for decades. The search for
the “Titanic" itself under 21/2 miles of
ocean had become an inexplicable ex-
pression of the ship's compulsive hold on
our imaginations. In the movie it almost
becomes just another unfortunate shipping
disaster—an underwater Towering In-
ferno.

Those familiar with “Titanic” history will
feel that the dramatic truisms surrounding
the tragedy have been thrown overboard
to accommodate Cameron's fictitious yamn.
No mention is made of the ship Californian
which, only 2 miles away, had turned off
its short wave radio for the night and ig-
nored the “Titanic's” flair's. All who per-
ished might have been saved-—literally!

Leaving Southampton ,the “Titanic's"
first stop, a portentous near -collision took
place with the smaller liner “New York"
due to the greater suction of the “Titanic's”
propellers. Cameron'’s ship of stories was

evidently too crowded to accommodate
the dramatic possibilities of these events.

The creme of the elite that perished that
fateful night were themselves a legendary
group, inseparably aligned with the “Ti-
tanic” mystique ,but they are given short
shrift in this film. John Jacob Astor, Gug-
genheim, the Strauses, [Maceys dept.
store], George Widener, [transportation
baron]. What we might view as snobbish
elitism today, had a deeper cultural tex-
ture as well as economic stature at the
turn of the century.

The age of sweatshops, immigrant
tenements, child labor abuses was also
the era of Henry James, Puccini, Edith
Wharton, the French Impressionists and
Carl Sandburg. The climate of opinion of
that period underscored AND prescribed
personal behavior standards of moral civil-
ity as well as the public trappings of gen-
tility for the American aristocracy of a
century ago. Their elegance was no less
genuine and symbolically compelling than
the vessel which bore them to their doom.

They did not rush fo the lifeboats to save
themselves. A closer inspection of them

would have added fuller flavor to the film.

Omissions are no reason to condemn a
movie as well intentioned and as beauti-
fully photographed as this one. Every de-
tail of the “Titanic" is lovingly reproduced.

The camera has gone to the actual site
of the magnificent ruin to transpose what
IS into what used to be, with the magic of
computerized photography. The present
becomes the past before our very eyes.
Although highly praised for the first -time
use of special effects as artistic design,
the film does not cheat. Many of the interi-
ors are ravishingly constructed in their en-
tirety suffused in soft dreamlike focus of
remembrance.

The “Titanic” sails into a glowing sunset
[with the lovers irreligiously but attractively
at the prow].She becomes a tiny speck on
a large blue glass plain of endless sea.
She moves noiselessly with the silence of
death. The physical beauty of the prome-

Leonardo DiCaprio

nade decks, the grand staircase , the ball-
room, is too graceful fo be a computer's
handiwork. Having gone underwater fo
film the original ,Cameron was fortunately
inspired to insist on a near full -scale life
size replica of the ship for the final horrific
sequences.

Unfortunately another near disaster
takes place. The plot gets in the way. As
the great ship begins its agonizing , awe-
some final plunge, Cameron undercuts
some of the most magnificent disaster
scenes ever put on celluloid with crosscuts
of Kate and De Caprio running along water
-filled corridors looking for handcuff keys
and even getting shot at by her jealous fi-
ancé while above deck, 100s are strug-
gling upwards towards the stem to avoid
being caught in one of the most awe- in-
spiring death rattles of the 20" century.
Cameron had not fully recovered from his
Terminator days.

This diminution of the real tragedy was
clearly not his intention. He wanted to
make an appealing but sincere film event
and a great motion picture. He almost
succeeds, but in a limited sense. The facts
themselves are the stuff of great drams
and required no romantic embellishment.
Truth would have been more awesome
than fiction here.

However, it's hard to resist the conclud-
ing shots of an aged Kate dreaming her
dying wish of an eventual reunion with
Jack on the pristine grand staircase of an
immaculate “Titanic.”

It's equally hard not to recommend this
film to those who love the magic of the
movies at their nostalgic best

Perhaps the conflicting ambivalence of
all who experience the story of the “Ti-
tanic” is best expressed by Dr. Robert
Ballard, discoverer of the “Titanic" rem-
nants in1985.
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Upon leaving the underwater sepulcher
for the last time, he writes: “A melancholy
feeling of emptiness came over me .How
could | be experiencing this sense of loss,
| wondered? After all, the “Titanic" was, in
the final analysis, only a big wreck in deep
water .Our mission had been a technologi-
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cal success. | should be feeling jubilation.
Instead, | felt like a high school senior
saying good-by to his steady girlfriend
before heading off to college. | wanted to
look to the future, but | couldn’t help look-
ing back.”

‘Tomorrow Never Dies’, Like the Other
007 Movies, Be Better Left in the ‘60s

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Impossible as it might seem, Glenn has
by hook or by crook or perhaps by sheer
disinterest, somehow managed to elude
Agent 007 in any of his varied testoster-
one-hyped incamnations. At least until
now.

Finding himself the sole sober soul
amidst a large rather rowdy band bussed
in from a pre-film party at a local espio-
nage-theme watering hole courtesy of a
local radio station, Glenn prepared for
Tomorrow Never Dies. Perhaps Glenn
ought to have taken their clue.

The many and varied Bond flicks had
always seemed to Glenn to be some ex-
aggerated, infantile cinematic heterosex-
ual male wet-dream. Be he played by the
original, Sean Connery or the supremely
stiff Roger Moore or even the occasional
interloper, Glenn's image of Bond was tha
as the prototypical middie-aged fantasy: "¢
Dangerous Man", one with a smoking pis-
tol in one hand and a hot babe in the
other. Throw in assorted ingenious gadg-
ets, a few nefarious villains and wrap up
some fantastic, improbable plot with an
exciting chase sequence and what you
have has become a surprisingly success-
ful and enduring series of films.

Tomorrow Never Dies, the second ef-
fort featuring Pierce Brosnan as the elu-
sive 007, finds Bond hot in pursuit of Elliot
Carver (Jonathan Pryce), a power-crazed
media mogul. Before you can say Ted
Turner, Bond is discovering a sinister plot
to control the planet, one television set at
a time.

In anticipation of the launch of his global
network, Carver decides he can't leave to
chance that his inaugural broadcast might
happenstance on a dud of a news day.

One sinister plot involving hijacked satel-
lite signals, MIG fighter planes and an in-
visible-to-detect stealth vessel finds the
world on the brink of another world war.

What better moment for the arrival of the
most auspicious cinematic good-guy,
Agent 0077 What better moment indeed!

A variety of the latest, devilishly clever
devices in hand, Bond sets off to infiltrate
Carver's treacherous network only to find
around every comer his Chinese counter-
part, the beautiful, but oh-so deadly, Wai
Lin (played by Jackie Chan's co-star Mi-
chelle Yeoh).

Blithely exchanging double-entendre
laced quips while narrowly escaping one
explosive close call after another, the ro-
mance between Bond and Wai Lin is as
improbable as the rest of Feirstein's aw-
fully silly screenplay.

It may have been the staggeringly rou-
tine, standard-issue action sequences, the
appalling number product placement shots
or just maybe Bond's increasingly desper-
ate boasts of (alleged) sexual prowess but
Slenn thought vary little of substance lay
beneath all the hype.

Even without comparison to previous
actors, Glenn couldn't help but feel Pierce
Brosnan, sadly lacking necessary cha-
risma, terribly ill-equipped (despite suitably
appropriate gadgetry) to fill Bond's shoes.
Michelle Yeoh has the film's few lively
moments but neither Jonathan Pryce's
cartoonish Carver nor Judi Dench's stoic
"M" offer much evidence of the consider-
able talents of these two fine actors.

Glenn wasn't quite sure what to expect
from this Bond adventure but somehow
imagines that this might have been a se-
ries best left in the '60s.

Rating $$$ (scale $ to $$$5$%%)

Even Leslie Nielsen Can’t Raise Disney’s
‘Mr. Magoo’ Above Mediocrity

By John A. Jahn

Nommally one laughs a great deal at films
with a cast headed by Leslie Nielsen, the
white-maned, expressive-faced comic of
such slap-stick classics as the "Airplane”
and "Naked Gun" films. Unfortunately,
even the best efforts of Nielsen can't save
Walt Disney Picture's latest effort, Mr.
Magoo, which ends up clearly in the me-
diocre category of comedy films.

When a stolen gem from a fictional for-
eign country lands in the possession of
near-sighted millionaire Quincy Magoo
(Nielsen), a sinister plot is hatched to steal
it back while maintaining Magoo as the fall

guy.

Perpetually the target of evil culprits, the
elderly Magoo manages to consistently
escape harm, totally oblivious to the may-
hem surrounding him. In fact, he thinks the
fist-sized ruby is a toy for his dog, and
keeps playing "fetch" with it!

Hunted by an international jewel thief
{(Malcolm McDowell), the FBI and CIA
(Nick Chinlund; Emie Hudson), and set
upon by a conniving female thief (Kelly
Lynch), Magoo ultimately nabs the villaing,
assisted by his nephew Waldo (Stephen
Tobolowsky) and trusty dog, Angus.

Magoo is aimed squarely at the kid mar-
ket, and while the slap-stick gags are gen-
erally worth a few chuckles here and there
to the adults, children will probably laugh a
little more.

Nielsen is well-suited to the Magoo role,
and the film nicely adapts the cartoon
character to live action by beginning and
ending as animation. Unfortunately, the
laughs are too few and far between, and
there's really nothing here which adults will
get much out of...no "high brow" comedy
to keep adults interested while the kids
enjoy the "low brow" stuff. Basically, the
funniest gags are the ones you see on the
TV ads, and that's really disappointing.

Perhaps the funniest part of Magoo is
actually intended to be quite serious. It
came in for great criticism even before
being released because it supposedly
makes fun of a blind man (or is it, "visually
challenged?” Don't want to offend anyone,
now). Actually, Magoo is near-sighted, and
he's not being poked fun at. He's oblivious
to the fact he even has a vision problem,
and goes about his memry way, still man-
aging to be a hero in the end.

Nevertheless, the film ends with a notice
saying how it was never intended to insult
anyone, blah, blah, blah. Political correct-
ness is poison to good comedy.

| so wanted to be able to use the famous
line, "Oh Magoo, you've done it again!" as

a compliment to a fine film, but unfortu-
nately had to amend it "Oh Magoo, vou
could've done it again!” *1/2

Night Light
Continued From Page 15

addition to the party, there will be a $500
sweepstakes drawing. Thing is, to be
eligible, you must stop in at the Boot
Camp in January and fil out a
sweepstakes card. Submit it before half
time on Super Bowl Sunday to be eligible
for the drawing to be held after the game.

As | said, that's only an example of
what's been coming in. Stay tuned for
meore, much more info in our next issue.

That's it for now, | am trying to keep this
short so we have more room for pictures.
Hope to see YOU out and about soon.
Meanwhile stay safe and be proud!!l.
Happy New Year.

Plymouth Church to
Hold Service to
Celebrate Epiphany

Milwaukee—Plymouth Church UCC,
the first mainline Milwaukee congregation
to officially welcome Gay and Lesbian
persons, will hold a special service to
celebrate Epiphany on Tuesday, January
6". The Feast of Epiphany commemorates
the joumey of the wise men to Jesus,

Plymouth’s celebration includes a_pot-
luck dinner, a candle light tour of the
church building and a short vespers serv-
ice, The worship service will led by
children in the congregation. The dinner
begins at 6:00 pm and the service follows
at 7:00 pm. ‘

Plymouth Church is located at 2717 E.
Hampshire Street in Milwaukee. For more
information, call (414) 964-1513.

BOOT CAMP SALOON
MILWAUKEE’S
LEATHER/LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, WI
414-643-6900 = e-mail BCSaloon @aol.com
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Dear

Well, hello-hello! I've just retumed from
my Las Vegas Exiravaganza - and let me
tell you | kissed that sweet Wisconsin
ground when | got off the plane. Of
course, | had a few too many vodka
slammers and fell face down on the bag-
gage carousel, but | did so only as a sign
for my true love of Wisconsin. It's great to
be back.

My three friends, Pearl, Harriet, and |
had a great vacation. | spent most of my
time doing Black Jack. Unfortunately, |
never got Jack’s last name, but he was a
helluva lover and knew how to make a
great martini. That man knew how to drive
more than just a taxi, let me tell ya.

Unfortunately, Harriet took one too many
pills and we spent a good portion of the
vacation convincing her that Wayne New-
ton wasn't stalking her. *“Yeah, Harmiet -
your ass practically slaps you on the backs
of your knees when you walk, and your
boobs look like two nylons filled with wet
cement - but Wayne Newton wants you!”
Who does she think she is anyway? Jodie
Foster?

We were able to catch the Granddaddy
of all drag shows - “An Evening at La
Cage” at the Riviera! What a night, what a
night! If you ever get a chance to go to Las
Vegas, be sure to stop by and see Frank
Marino and the other "gals” as they enter-
tain you with one spectacular number after
the next. Boy - did they have a great legs.
| haven't seen stilts like that since | was
hired as the pedicure girl for the Rocketts -
a disgusting job, by the way.

On our third night, Pearl and | found out
the hard way that prostitution is NOT legal
in Las Vegas. But we were only in our cell
for a little while and the cops made it quite
comfortable for us while we waited for Har-
riet to show up with the bail money.

We had two lovely cell-mates - Mistress
Suzanne and Little Betty Peek-A-Boo.
They worked at a nearby strp bar and
were doing time for soliciting a group of
tourists. We had a big cell that included a
toilet and a sink, although, none of us
could really tell which was which. | haven't
seen anything so disgusting since that
time | gave Gertrude Stein a bikini wax.

Anyhow, it seemed like it took forever for
Harriet to come and bail us out, but hey -
we got a free meal, a jumpsuit, and, in
Pearl’s case, a lap dance. | left the police
station a little upset because now that |
have a record, | can no longer run for
President of the United States. Neither can
Mistress Suzanne or Little Betty, but | think
the President’s office is the last thing those
girls are interested in. The Lincoln bed-
'rroom perhaps, but not the President’s of-

ice.

Well, as | said before, it's great to be
back! When | got to the Rusty Nail Trailer
Park, | found a few letters in my mailbox.
However, I'd love to hear from you so be
sure to send your questions, comments,
and cash donations (just kidding) to me
care of The Wisconsin Light - 1843 N.
Palmer- Milwaukee, Wl 53212. You can
also check me out at www.wilight.com.
HEY- have a great New Year Everyonel!!!
I wish you all nothing but success in
199811
Dear Ruthie,

| don't know what to do anymore, so
you are my last hope. | think my part-
ner is cheating on me. | love my part-
ner very much and don't want to end
this relationship. I'm afraid that if | con-
front him, | could lose him forever. Yet,
the thought of sharing him with some-
one else sickens me and | know that |
couldn't have that type of relationship
with him. What should | do? Confront
him? Wait for more evidence? Just ig-
nore it?

(signed)
Helpless
Dear Helpless,

The only helpless thing here is your at-
titude. Sorry to sound so crass, but I've got
calluses on my fingers from slot machines,
and let me tell you - after a late night ren-
dezvous with a roulette table captain, you
putt those little plastic chips in the
damnedest places.

All of this and you think you have prob-
lems??2112?

How about trying to convince one of your
best friends that Tom Jones is not an un-
derwear magnet, and that going to see
him won't make your panties drop to your
ankles and shoot up on stage? “For God
sakes, Harriet, you can barely get your
own girdle off - you think Tom's machismo
can yank those bloomers right off you?
Women throw those things up on stage
thlelarnselves. Now lay off those damn blue
pills.”

Ruthie

Should you confront him? Of course you
should. Sit down and calmly talk to him
about your feelings. Let him know how
you are feeling, but more importantly WHY
you are feeling this way. Do you have any
evidence? If so, explain it to him and what
you think it means. He may have a good
explanation for it, Be calm. Tell him you
are scared of accusing him of such a hor-
rible thing, but that you need to find out
why you're feeling the way you do.

Obviously something is wrong in the re-
lationship to make you feel this bad. If he
loves you, he will understand your feelings
and listen to what you have to say. Even if
he isn't cheating, he should still be con-
cerned that you have these worries about
your relationship. If he is cheating, or if he
flies off the handle due to your questions -
you might want to rethink the relationship.
There is nothing wrong with sharing your
worries in a calm, non-accusatory, honest
fashion. If he gets mad during the conver-
sation, tell him “Hey - there's a bus leaving
for Nevada in 30 minutes - be under it!"

New on the Shelf

at Afterwords

Fiction

By Reservation Only by Jackie Cal-
houn

When Shelley inherits Pine Shore Resort
in rural Wisconsin, she sees it as a chance
of a lifetime - the opportunity to be her own
boss.

Enter Emily who is returning to her
hometown after her ex-lover bankrupts her
bank account. As Emily seeks to rebuild
her shattered life, a chance meeting with
Shelley and her lover, Jan will set off a
chain of events that will change their lives
and the lives of everyone around them.

The Far Euphrates by Aryeh Lev Stoll-
man

Set in Windsor, Ontario, during the
1950s and '60s, The Far Euphrates is a
deep tale of isolation, secrecy, and even-
tual self-acceptance.

* Set in early 1960s Windsor, Alexander
is the lonely son of a rabbi and his small
world is made up of his parents and the
Cantor and the Cantor's wife. As a young
boy he is told a secret he cannot bear to
know. In translucent prose, Stollman has
created a stunning portrait of the coming
of age of a young man's soul.
Non-Fiction

Waiting in the Wings: Portrait of a
Queer Motherhood by Cherrie Moraga

At age 40, Chicana writer and activist
Cherrie Moraga decided she wanted to
have a child. Waiting in the Wings com-
prises diary entries made during her preg-
nancy and the first difficult years of her
son's life, as well as retrospective essays
on motherhood, partnership, men and
woman, and families.

Moraga's writing is a rich, fluid mix of
English and Spanish that explores the
personal, social, and spiritual conse-
quences of Lesbian motherhood.

The Best of the Super Stars 1998: The
Year in Sex edited by John Patrick

New edition of this popular annual clas-
sic provides a fun, informative and uncen-
sored look at the personalities and enter-
tainment that help shape of Gay subcon-
scious.

Contained in the over 500 pages of sex,
scandal and gossip are all of the gay fa-
vorites: the hunkiest, the sexiest young
guys from television, theater, music, film
and, of course adult video.

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Shown at the top are a

Manoeuvres — Madison’s Manoeuvres has been a very busy place lately.
Manoeuvres staff member with owner Ed, and manager Charlie during the bar's Milwaukee Bar Crawl on
Monday December 15. The next picture is of DJ Tony Richards and friend also taken on the bar crawl. The
last two pictures were taken during the Manoenvres — Wisconsin Light benefit for Madison's homeless
shelters, Sunday, December 21. Second from the bottom are Show producer, Simply Divine with Emcee
Caroline and two handsome escorts and at the bottom is some of the huge crowd that tumed out for the show,

At
Borders
Book Shop ‘
you'll find:

~~ One of the region's largest selec-
tions of gay & lesbian titles
Queer-friendly booksellers &
friendly queer booksellers
~~ In-store events: storytelling for

Jerry Grillo To
Perform at This Is It
on Sunday, Jan. 18

Milwaukee—Renowned Jazz vocalist,
Jerry Grillo will be appearing live at This
Is It, 418 E. Wells Street in downtown
Milwaukee on Sunday, January 18,
1998, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Mr. Grillo
will be accompanied by Jazz guitarist
Jack Grassel. Featured will be songs
from Mr. Grillo’'s three compact discs,
including his most recent CD, “Goody
For You."

The discs will be on sale. A portion of
the proceeds from the sale of “Goody
For You" will be donated to the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW).

“Goody For You" in which Mr. Grillo is
acompanied by the Lynne Arriale Trio,
costs $10 and can be purchased in Mil-
waukee at Exclusive Company and
Mainstream Records.

Check Mr. Grillo's website:

http://kspace.com/grillo

——

adults, live music, & readings

Come visit us!

BORDERS

BOOK SHOP & CAFE
3416 University Ave. Madison, WI 53705
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Great Places In

WISCONSIN

Appleton
Rascals Bar & Grill

Eau Claire
Scooters
Trading Co.
Wolf's Den

Green Bay
Brandy's Il

The Napalese Lounge
Sass

Za's/Java's

Kenosha
Club 94

La Crosse
Cavalier Lounge

Players
Rainbow's End

Lake Mills

Cross Roads

Madison
Geraldine's

Kirby's Klub

MAD Bar
Manoeuvres

Room of One’s Own
Shamrock

We Are Family

Milwaukee
Afterwords Books
1100 Club

Boot Camp

Cest Le Vie
Clinton St. Antiques
«Club 219

D’s Place
Designing Men
Dish

Emerald's Lounge
Glass Menagerie
Grubb’s Pub

In Between

Just Us

Kathy's Nut Hut

La Cage

La Perla

Mama Roux
Milwaukee Eagle
Rene's Cozy Corner
S Water Street Docks
Station 2

The Ball Game

The M & M Club
This Is It

Triangle

Walkers Point Café
Woody's

Neenah
Diversions
Racine
JoDees

What About Me?

Sheboygan
The Blue Lite

Stevens Point
The Platwood Club

Superior

MW, Food

W,m
M,w DI

Mw
MW, DJ

MW, DJ
MW, DJ

Mw
SIG MW
Retail

G/S MW

WM, DJ

MW, DJ, Shows
M, L/L

MW, DJ, Shows
Books/Expresso
MW
Retail/Expresso

Retail/ Expresso
M, L/L, Food
M, L/IL

M Shows
Retail

Mw BJ, Shows
Wm, DJ

Retail

W, DJ

MW

Food

MW, Food
Mw, Sports Bar
WM, DI

Wm

Mw DJ, Shows
Mexican Food
Mw, Food

M, L/L

MW

M, L/L

Wm

M, Sports Bar
MW. Food
Mw

M

Food, Open 24
hrs

MW

MW, DJ

MW, DJ
MW

MW
G/S, MW DI

MW DJ
MW
Wm

MW, DJ

702 E. Wisconsin

411 Galloway
304 Eau Claire St.
302 E. Madison

1126 Main Street
515 S. Broadway
840 S. Broadway
1106 Main St.

9001 120th Ave

114 N 5th St.
218 Main Street
417 Jay St.

W6642 Hwy B

3054 E. Washington
121 W Main St

150 S. Blair

150 S. Blair

307 W. Johnson

117 W. Main St
524 E. Wilson

2710 N. Murray

1100 S. 1st St.

209 E. National

231 S. Second Street
1110 S. 1" Street
219 Q50 S

4025 N Port Washington

1200 8. 1*

235 §. Second
801 E. Hadley
124 N. Water
807 8. 2™ St.

625 8. 2nd St.
807 S. 5th St.
1500 W. Scott
801 S 2nd St.

735 S. 5™ Street
1875 N. Humboldt
300 W. Juneau
3500 W. Park Hill
354 E. National
1534 W. Grant
196 8, 2

124 N. Water
418 E. Wells

135 E. National
1106 S. First Street
1579 S 2nd St.

1413 Green Valley

2139 Racine St.
600 6th St,

1029 N. 8th St.

701 Highway 10W

1506 N 3rd St.
1217 Tower Ave
820 Tower Ave

320 Washington

54991

54703
54701
54703

54304
54303
54304
54301

53140

54601
54601
54601

53551

53704
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703

53211
53204
53204
53204
53204
53204
53212
53204
53204
53212
53202
53204
53204
53204
53204
52304
53204
53202
53203
53208
53204
53204
53204
53202
53202
53204
53204
53204

54911

53403
53403

53081

54481

55880
54880
54880

54401

954-9262

835-9959
838-9494
832-9237

437-3917
432-9646
437-7277
435-5476

857-9958

782-9061
782-9279

648-8457

241-9335
257-5455
258-9918
258-9918
257-7888
255-5029
258-9006

963-9089
647-9950
643-6900
276-8890
647-1773

271-3732%

962-9487
389-1200
273-Dish
265-7325
347-1962
384-8330
273-2693
383-2233
647-2673
383-8330
645-9888
347-0344
273-6%00
933-7363
225-9676
383-5755
273-7474
347-1962
278-9192
383-9412
384-7999
672-5580

725-3374

634-9804
632-0171

457-1636

341-8862

394-2580
392-1756
392-5373

842-3225

Read The Light
Get the Latest News On the Web

www. wilight.com
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Out and About — My we’ve been busy taking pictures everywhere. At the top are fwo pictures of the crowd
watching a Packer Game at Milwaukee's In Between, next are two pictures from the Shoreline Christmas
Party held at Milwaukee's Just Us on Saturday December, 13, second from the bottom are members of the
Firebirds Leather Club along with Boot Camp owner, Si Smits. The photo was taken at the Club’s anmual
Christmas party held at the Boot Camp Club house and last but not least are two of the performers at the
Manoeuvres — Wisconsin Light benefit for Madison's Homeless Shelters. At the right is Duwanna Moore
captred during her last oumber in Wisconsin. The popular performer is moving to San Francisco, despite
our Dusty Sass threatening to have her “visa cancelled” to prevent her from leaving the state.
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New Civil Rights Laws in New Hampshire
and Athens, Ohio Protect Gay People

Concord, NH—-A new law that grew out
of years of contentious debate is expected
to generate only a trickle of action.

Starting Jan. |, New Hampshire's civil
rights law will protect Gay people in jobs,
housing and public places like restaurants
and hotels.

_But the state Human Rights Commis-
sion, which will handle complaints under
the law, does not expect to be bombarded
with calls,

"'l don't expect there are
high number of complaints filed," com-
mission Director Raymond P said.
“It's still going to be very difficult to be
Gay in New Hampshire. It was clear from
the hearings that many people remain
prejudiced.”

Perry predicts his office will handle
three to five complaints in 1998 from
people who believe they have been dis-
criminated against on the basis of sexual
orientation. That is a drop in the bucket

oing to be

compared to the 250 to 300 complaints
filed by people chargmg discrimmation
based on race, religion and other protected
statuses.

That doesn't mean the law won't make a
difference. It will, but by producing peace
of mind rather than complaints, said Mar-
cus Hum, a law professor at Franklin
Pierce Law School who is Gay.

"It's not so much that there is such a
great number of landlords and bosses who
are on a witch hunt, it's that any time you
hear a story about that you think, "Next
time it could be me," he said.

“"Now, the law is clear, and we've got a
pretty conservative but fair state organi-
zation, the Human Rights Commission,
that conscientiously does its job."

The law will have a significant impact
among public school teachers and state
employees, he said.

“It's never been real clear in the past
whether you were safe in your teacher

CONFIDENTIAL
CONNECTION®

tenure or state employee status if you
were Gay or Lesbian," he said. ""Now they
can rest }casyrbecause ]11;; very plain in Lt;c
law. A lot of wo gmg over people
will lessen. I susprgt that w%l be the bI;g-
gest effect.” y b

Gov. Jeanne Shaheen signed the bill in
June. Earlier attempts to include Gays and
Leshians in the civil rights law failed due
to pressure from then-Gov. Steve Merrill,
who said it wasn't needed, and the Catho-
lic Church. o

This time, the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Manchester helped shape the language,
which includes a statement that "New
Hampshire does not intend to promote or

endorse any sexual lifestyle other than the

traditional marriage-based family.
Once the church endorsed the bill, *“that
started the ball rolling down hill at a pretty

Ei.DI.IOd clip," said Rep. Bill McCann, the
'S mam Sponsor,

He said Bishop Leo O'Neil, who died
last month, was concemned about the bill's
effect on schoolchildren. McCann, a
Democrat from Dover, said he was able to
persuade O'Neil that school boards would
still be able to discipline teachers who act

inappropriately regardless of their sexual
onentation.

_ "'If you have a heterosexual teacher who
is openly carrying on with two or three
different people, that's something a school
board would look at. The same is true of
Gay people,” McCann said.

Opponents say the law sanctions sin and
asks Peuplc to embrace homosexuality as
socially acceptable.

"I don't believe in adding a new classi-
fication outside of the realm of things you
have no control over," said Rep. Gary Da-
mels, R-Milford. "In cases of race, color
or creed, you don't have control over that,
and those are constitutional. It wasn't right
in my mind to raise sexual orientation to a
constitutional level."

New Hampshire is among 11 states that
have enacted similar laws.

Maine voters will decide on Feb. 10
whether to keep their Gay rights law. The
law was enacted in June and signed by the
governor, but opponents collected signa-
tures to force the referendum.

_ In Ohio
A new sexunal-orientation ordinance that

Please See Civil Rights Page 23

DiCK
MeetsS
Tom

Meet Hot
Local Guys
Tonight!

Madison

608-274-7171

Milwaukee

Green Bay

Chicago

312-516-3700

Access Code: 4143

© 1997 Movo Media, Inc.

www.confidentialconnection.com
ol prescreen callers and takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598




And What Would You Like? — One of the performers at Manoeuvres Anniversary party on Wednesday
December 10 greets one of the many people who were on hand. The popular Madison bar held a week long
celebration. The celebration ended on Thursday, December 11 with the Lady Bunny Show. The show raised
$1565 for Camp Heartland.
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EXPERIMENT
COR AT L

Chat LIVE with Hor Gay
Men on

Club Voice-NMAILE
TRY IT FREE!}

414-223-3800

18+ Use free code: 4233

MEET MARRIED
N ETNY

Hook up Now! - TRY IT FREE!

The Confidential Connection®
414-224-6462
608-274-7171
920-431-9000

18+ Use free code: 4440

GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

Min. 18+

Just $2.49 per minute for certain optional features. 18+.
prescreen callers and takes no responsibility for personal

Movo Media, Inc. does not

meetings. 800-825-1598 WWW.IMOVO.COM

® 1997 Movo Medla, Inc.
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me original usA GETY IPCIFEY Line
1-268-404-5462 -

GROUP ACTION, BACKROOMS

PERSONALS

Talking Personals! Hundreds of guys to choose from! Call Now!

ONE-ON-ONE, LOCAL DATING

THE HOTTER,
THE HABDF.E d

Night "nﬂngs.

EXXXTREME
- HOT SAMPLES
: 011-239-3235
Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone
lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-268-404-6433

- 011-592-591-526

International LDD Rates
.T4¢ to $1.27 Per Minute. 164+

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY S&M STUDS
NASTY ROUGH GROUP SEX

1-900-745-1095

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-575-4088
KINKY MILITARY TOPS: 1-800-745-4320
SHAVED SLAVEBOYS: 1-900-745-3459
HAIRY BEAR STUDS: 1-800-745-4845

Ll
18 + Yrs. » §2.00-3.99/Min.

THE DUDE JACK

1-ON-1 WITH SLEAZY-TALKIN' DUDES
WILD GROUP JACK * DUDE TALES

[-900-745-1970 3&%° 5

ON \
SITE!
MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-354-4688 WEB
UNCUT LATIN TOPS: 1-900-745-1250
HOT GAY COUPLES: 1-900-745-3120
HORNY BLACK DUDES: 1-900-745-7273

"
A
e
S

SEX ON-LINE: www.dudejack.co

]J " LS

R,

Voice Personals

Wanna great
pick-up line?

1o8UU0o) Jo8IJ

S

Tiinols ]

MANLY MENTOR I'm o
professional, ltolion male, 49, 57,

1501bs, with looks and a fun
loving aititude. I'm fired of going to the
bars but want to meet a younger guy,
18 to 25, who wants the security and

shi a more
esmished n':':"luc:}r: give. (Aurora)

=10454

OU'LOF THEwhORDINAR‘gJI'm a
ingle, , White femdle, 33,
is:;gmsm mealing muscular, smooth,
Gay men, over 6H, who are info lofs
it i iged

o " s
looking with measurements of 34C-30-
35. People enjoy being with me.

we can please 2

(Evonston) =8254

MIDWEST IS BEST Boyish, good
looking, 35 year cld, White male,
510, 185lbs, with o husky build,
um length, dork Blond
hair, and masculine demeanor,
sesks ofher Gay, White males, 18 o
30. I'm ottracted o clean shaven,
masculine guys, with short hair and
nice builds. | enjoy movies, music,
bowling, gardening, biking, cooking,
and ing quiet evenings with you.
{cliet) =10015
ALL THAT WAY Slim, attractive, 32
year old, White male, seeks another
man, 22 to 40, for mucho, mutuol
leasure. I'll travel, even 1o Chicago,
Ew the right guy. (McHenry)
=1089

GET ME HOT Clean cut, fun loving,
White male, of ialian and Irish
descent, 29, &k, 185lbs, with Brown
hair and Brown eyes, seeks fun and
friendship with masculine, 'White
males, 21 1o 25, Blonds with Blue eyes
are a big plus. (Ock Park) 9656

fowa

HAIRY IN CHARGE This hairy bﬂ
seeks o financially mi;l;dﬁs;gz male,
for times. I'm a ing,
w‘m%:o:ala, 47,61, 240lbs, with
Gruy hair, a beard, and Blue Green
eyes. (Des Moines| =10437

[ Minnesota |

U.5.M.C, Masculine, Bland male, 5'8,
1501bs, locking, hung, with furry
pecs, seeks other masculine guys, for
odventure and friendship. (Gaylord)
=11065

CHANGE OF PACE Good looking,
White male, 34, 6k, 1701bs, with dark
hair and Blue eyas, seeks cute, Whie
and ltalian men, who are spontaneous,
fun, and passionate; (Minneapolis)
=11067

NO RESTRICTIONS f'm o 35 year
old, White male, ﬂxm fo just about
anything with an older guy.
[Minneapolis) =11025

BE MY MUSE Good locking, White
male, 38, 6k, with dark hair, eyes, and
a muy , weeks o hat, young guy,
18 to 30, o inspire me in my work. |
need you fo come over, srripoﬂiour
dlothes, lay around, and show off for
m:w luid be urldarj“?,ﬂcnd by
o proportionate, or slightly stoc
build. {Minneapolis) =8907
E"P;"IN ELIT'I[E'S VI:EEKENI;:::IEM
00k ra time
mll'ly::veeken&? rg::.lliveinnorﬂ'lem
Minnesofa but come info the city for
fun. This good looking, White male, in
my 50°s, 511, 185lbs, with Brown
hﬂi?;,,mw eyes, u:i! Iu hs‘lllum:lar build,

ol r, ;
[Minneapolis] =10521
HEAVY HITTER |'m looking for a
casual relationship with mﬁw nice

. I'm an attroctive, rather heovy set,
White mole, 43, 58, 2300bs, with
Blond hair and a goatee. (Minneapolis)
=10125

BEDTIME BLISS This good looking,
White male, 24, 135lbs, seeks o guy
who wanfs fo show me a really hot

time in bed. (Minneapdlis) =9763

MY BUDDY AND ME Me and my
buddy want o hook up with other hot
dudes lor greal fun. (Minneapolis)
9871

THAT’S MY BOY Don't you feel the
need 1o falk lo dod# about ife? I'll be
your father figure. This good looking,
masculine doddy, seeks younger guys
o get logether with. We can falk or
phay, whatever you like. {Minneapalis)
=9946

MIDWEST AMIGO I'm a normal

midwestern guy, just looking fo make
new friends, Let's see what will
hoppen. [Minneapalis) =9665

TWIN CITIES PILGRIM This

aftroctive, masculine, Chicago, Black

male, 26, 4°3, 210lbs, with an athletic
build, visits Minneapolis offen and
wanils lo meet somecne o fime
with, Be over 6ft toll, masculine, and
versalile. [Minneapolis) =8509

ONE SIZE FITS ALL | just moved fo
the area and want to make friends. |
like masculine guys, feminine guys,
Transsexuals, Transvestites, everyone.
I'm a good looking; White male, 43,
'3, 195lbs, with light, Brown hair
and Hazel eyes. 'm mature and
responsible. You con be of any age

and race s long as you like to have
fun. [Minneq;bzl?sl =8554

GOTTA START SOMEWHERE
Masculine, othlefic, attractive, Asian
male, 27, 5'7, 140lbs, seeks o
masculine, lean, well built, Gay, White
male, under 32, for hanging out,
movies, col uses, and wherever
we decide fo go. I'm siable, laid back,
intelligent, easy going, and hopeful
that you're the same. (Minneapolis)
=3875

SEXUAL BIZARRE MT husband and
| are looking for passable, afiroctive
Transvestites, Transsexuals, and full
figured She-males, to help us Rullfill
some of our more kinky ond hizarre
fontasies. The more feminine and
beautiful, the more my old man gets
off, We have a beautiful Harley
Davidson for ride taking, and it also
makes a great prop for hot photo
shoots, which | love. (Rochester)
210615

TONGUE IN CHEEK This aftractive,
35 year old, Black male, 57, 170lbs,
has o hidden ialent. | like o orally
sarvice the rear entrances of

locking, White males, 18 io 23. My
tongue’s the bes! in fown, (St, Paul)
=8162

___Wisconsin

GOOiD ?I.' Clgr!.!:.:GE TRY EL
ooking, _mﬂeges 1,
%?dmh src;'sname info a litle bit of
kink. I'm submissive and will Iry
onything. (Madison) =10844

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP Hot,
built, Black college jock, 18, 5'8,
1551bs, with @ worked out body, seeks
other good looking studs, under 25,
for discreet fimes. [(Madison)
=10470

MADISON MEETING Homy, Gay,
White male, 19, wanis lo mest guys,
18 1o 24, for hot fun. | won't tel
anybody. (Madison) =10079

DOTHE‘JI...IO(:VH‘IT:‘INGIMTﬁda
daddy fo me the ropes. This very
submissive, White male, is attractive,
smooth, ond ready to do the right
thing. (Madison) =8327

SILVER STREAK Attenfion senjors.
This atfractive, well built, Gay, White
male, in my 40, seeks in shape,
senior, Gay, White males, in their
60's, 70's, or early B0's. White hair
and a hairy chest are big plusses. I'm
willing to travel fo Milwaukee.
{Madison) =8322

PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION

I'm new fo this area and want to meet
guys o hong out with. I'm an
alfractive, White male, 26, with Blond
hair and Blue eyes. | like men around
my oge with Brown hair. We can work
out fogether, listen fo music, go out
dancing, and enjoy eoch ofher's
company ot home. (Marshfield)
=10849

TIED UP-TRYST My poriner and | are
into group scenes and light :
We're both gacr.l looking and fit. fm
33, 56, 145kbs, with dark hair and
Brown eyes. He's 66, 200lbs, with
Reddish Brown hair and Brown eyes.
(Milwaukse) =2788

FATHER, MAY I? Seekinga
fother/son relafionship. As your father,
I'm nurturing, genlle, generous,

, affectionate, and open
minded. As son, you're
obedient, drug and free, hull of

love and patience, well mannered,
clean shaven, smocth, thin, and 140 1o
1 501bs. You're able to think and oct
like a good bay. (Milwaukee)
=11321

OIL IT UP This well built, White male,
5'9. 1671bs, with a nice chest and
arms, and greal legs and butt, seeks
muscled, gym studs, who like o oil
up, pose, and show off their
bodies. I'll worship every inch.
(Milwaukse) =10632

NEED A GENTLE TOUCH This
attractive, shy, Bi curious, White male,
20, 5'9, 165lbs, seeks another White
male, 18 1o 30, 1o help me change the
fact of my total inexperience. If you're
honest and understanding, pafient and
gentle, you may be able to teoch me
all I need 1o know. If you're the man, |
hope you'll call soon. (Milwaukee)
=10543

MASTER OF THE GAME Master
seeks slave. Slave should be 18 1025,
under 59, alcohol, drug, and disease
free, ond willing fo submit lo master of
all fimes. He should be smooth or
willing to be shaved, and accept oll
forms of discipline and training. Moster
is @ strict, demanding, teacher who
muslbie safisfied :_;l times, but who
con be nururi generous.
(Milwoukee] 19] 0733

HALLEY’S COMET This masculine,
total top, White male, in my 40's, 57,
160lbs, with Blond hair, Blue Green
eyes, and various inferests, seeks o
spirited, Black male, for a sensual
joumey, and maybe more:

(Milwaukee) =10756

WHAT'S BREWING? This 901:6
natured, White mole, enjoys movies,
tennis, walking, biking, and lots of
other good limes. 1'd like lo make some
new connachions. (Mitwoukes)
=10432

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE This
aftractive, 35 year old, White male,
has an inferest in hanging out with
educated, well traveled, older men,
who have what they consider to be
exolic lostes, (Milwoukee) =10447

BEAR IN CHARGE I'm o firm, stem,
but fair and loving bear, 35, of
medium size. |'m strong with dark,
Blond hair-and Blue eyes. | need bare
bottomed, clean shaven; boy foys, 18
1o 25, who desire to play sex games
and be dominated and punished by o
stronger, older, wiser r;m suj;::s

. Come on boy, let me you

a man md:,,b?!. (Milwaukes)

»9837

KNOT'S LANDING This good
looking, 37 year old, White male, 58,
160lbs, wants ko get inlo the bondage
scene. |'ve been longing to be fied up
but | don't have any experience. | hope
you'll call if you can show me what it's
all about, Use a fight knat. (Milwaukee)
9928

YOUR BODY OBSESSER I'd like o
meet a bodybuilder who likes havi

his body worshipped and serviced,

@ smooath, in shape, good looking,
White male, 5'9. I'm very versofile and
can be submissive or dominant.
(Milwaukee) =9635

HANKY BROWNIE |'m looking for
hot, White males, who know what a
brown means. I'm good locking,
sexy, 6'5, 190lbs; and am an expert in
this unique scene, os a lop or botfom.
(Milwaukee) =7412

ROOKIE WRANGLER This guod
looking, 20 year old, cowboy, in
rJ&l‘lIrt:l?\n'\l"im:mnsirlr seeks another man,
18 lo 25, who's just siarfing out.
=10728

24 OR YOUNGER This handsome,
mnscufinen,dllé year old, can be your
mentor and companion, I'm 6'2,
200lbs, with a construction worker's
build. I'm active, versatile, and have
many inferests, including model frains,
rock und !‘drtdwwd'wuw ing, Anu!r;,
camping, ing out west. I'm
um o musculinen,godvmhmus,
boy next door types. =9659

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366.
THE MANFINDER.SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

1.900.370.1626




Obituary

Nelvin J. Johnson
1947-1997
Nelvin J. Johnson died on December 22,
1997 peacefully in his home. He would
have been 51 on December 25.
‘Nelvin was a native of Sparta, Wiscon-

sin. He graduated from Sparta Hi,
School in 1965. After high school, he
studied accounting at C in La

Crosse.

Nelvin served his country in Vietnam as
a member of the 1" Cavalry Division. He
was in%ured in a booby trap explosion and
sz;d)ent 9 months recovering in the hospi-
tal.

Prior to coming to Milwaukee, Nelvin
owned the Red Lion bar in La Crosse.

In Milwaukee, Nelvin served as a vol-
unteer, working with the Cream City
Foundation, both as a member of the
Foundation’s Board and as greeter and
secretary in the Foundation office. He also
did volunteer work for the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin, driving clients to
appointments and on personal errands.

The funeral was held in S . Visita-
tion was on December 26. A funeral
service was held at Trinity Lutheran
Church after which Nelvin was buried in
Woodlawn Cemetary with full military
honors. His family was very fied to
see over 30 friends from Milwaukee in
attendance.

Nelvin is survived by his father, Ken-
neth, mother Dorothy, two sisters Cheryl
and Barbara, two brothers, Steven and
Michael and numerous nephews and
nieces. |

A memonal service is to be held m
Milwaukee on Saturday, January 10 at
3:00 p.m. in the upstairs banquet room of
the M&M Club, 124 N. Water Street.

YOUR SEARCH
Za ENDS
HERE
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You can find
just what you're
| looking for right
. now on Gay.Net.
Sign on today and
" your first 30 days
" are absaolutely free.
Find us right now
at www.gay.net
to take advantage
of this special offer.

drive to place the issue on the ballot.

CLASSIFIEDS

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom vacuum pumps or surgical. Gain [-3
inches. Pexmanent. safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

___
Roommate Wanted

Near Downtown Milwaukee, East Side Location, 2

blocks from Pick ‘n Save. Washer, dryer. $200 a

month plus half of utilities. Security deposit. Call

Walter at (414) 278-8310

Organizations

Galano Club A social club serving the recovering
Gay and Lesbian community. Regularly scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon. ACOA and other 12 step
meetings. Opealy nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave.,
(414) 2TA-6936 X

(CLASSIFIEDS |

A Nelvin J. Johnson Memorial Fund for
Youth has been set up. Donations will be
gratefully received. The Fund will be ad-
ministered by the Cream City Foundation.

“He was my bestest friend and 1 shall
miss him dearly,” said Ron Geiman, for-
mer owner and publisher of In Step.
“Every now and then, I think about calling
him because he was always up late.”

Bi Definition

Celebrates 2™ Year

Milwaukee—Nationally known Bi-
sexual comedian, Myke Selha, who uses
comedy to break down artificially im-
ggsed boundaries and create dialo

tween communities, will be ea-
tured event at Bi Definition’s 2"° An-
nual Anniversary Party on Saturday,
January 3.

Plenty of great food, fim, literature
and hughs will begin at 7:00 pm at the
BestD Clinic, 1240 E. Brady Street with
a chili dinner, music by Bisexual per-
formers and diversity games and exer-
cises before the night of hilarious com-

edy.

Nominal cost of an annual Bi Defini-
tion membership is just $10, otherwise
$5 covers the cost of the party alone.

For more mformation, call Steve at
(414) 483-5046,

Civil Rights
Continued From Page 20

prohibits discrimination against Gay peo-
;(:}l]t;:l_hasbaensignediniolawinmhens.
0.

Athens Mayor Ric Abel announced at a
news conference Tuesday, December 23,
that he had signed the ordinance. It pro-
hibits discrimination against homosexuals
in the areas of housing, employment and
public accommodations.

The City Council earlier passed the or-
dinance by a 6-1 vote. But Abel waited to
hear from Athens Law Director Garry
Hunter before signing the legislation mto
law.

The measure provides an exemption for
churches and those that rent out rooms in
private homes. : i

‘Opponents to the sexual-orientation or-
dinance have discussed a possible voter
referendum. That would require a petition

Housing/Rent

House for Rent
South of Brady, 2 Bedroom, 1 bath, dining room.
kitchen, living room, no pets, New ing and
hardwood floors. $650, plus utilities. Call Jack 224-
1452

SLEEPING ROOMS

FOR RENT
231 South 2nd Street

(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpet = Very Clean
King Size Whirlpool

CALL (414) 291-9600
or (414) 271-1576

Phone Encounters

Free Chatlines!
The Hottest Action 24 hours! (473) 441-1146 or
(212) 796-3382 or (704) 319-2071. More Free #a:

(213) 680-7595. Only 1dr apply: 18+ e
Homny Frathouse Talk!!—18+ only. 1-268-404-
5292. Only int’l. 1dr apply e
FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT

Manscan, Personals, More
212-796-3365
704-319-2065
473-441-1065
702-748-7765

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCON>iN LIGH:, 1843 m.
Palmer, Milwaukee, WI153212.

RATES ARE $2 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional §2.50. Also
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING

SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds omn the phone for placements or
renewals.

NAME ADDRESS PHONE
iy STATE ZIPCODE

PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE[S] IN WHICE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR.

Jan.15__ ;Jan.29__ ;Feb.12__ ; Feb.26__ ;Mar. 12__ ; Mar.26__;
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Hard Working and Happy — Even though it was the holiday season. the work continues. Shown abo\_re are
fhree staffers from STate Representative Tammy Baldwin's office and C ongressional campaign. The picture
was taken at a fund raiser held for the Baldwin campaign in Madison on Wednesday, December 10. The
large crowd that tumned out put smiles on everyone's faces. If elected, Baldwin would be the first ever open

Lesbian in Congress,

Great Business Opportunity

With over 1300 square feet of space, Milwaukee’s popular Walker’s
Point Cafe, sandwich shop holds a world of opportunity for the
enterprising investor. Facilities include central air, dining area, back
game room, full basement, all furniture and fixtures.

At just $79,900 this is a great buy.
A land contract is available.

For more information contact
Jack Smith of Shorewest Realty

Office (414) 962-4413
Home (414) 224-1452

The Staff of
The Wisconsin Light
Extends Its Deepest
Condolences to Our Good
Friend, Curt Peck On The Loss
Of His Father

Frederick Earl Peck Sr.
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- The clock has not stopped in the fight
~ against AIDS. Please continue to support your

Tl L T e e e e M
" 2 - local AIDS organizations.
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