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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.
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PrideFest ‘97
June 6, 7 & 8

Milwaukee’s
Henry W. Maier

Festival Park

Downtown on
Milwaukee’s Lake Front

Four Entertainment Stages
Educational Tents
Market Place
The Pride Parade
Fireworks

Our llggest

The 17th Issu&'Ev

Milwaukee
Classic

See Related Articles and
Schedules of Events
Beginning on Page 13
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America’s First Ever
Gay Softball Tournament

May 24 & 25
Wick Field

51st and Vliet Street
Milwaukee

MILWAUKEE

Join in the fun as 19 teams from
around the Midwest compete
against each other in America’s
oldest Gay softball tournament

See related articles on
Pages 11& 12
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The Nati on

Don’t Tell” Policy

Washington, DC— A former Navy
sailor discharged after disclosing he is
Gay lost a Supreme Court challenge on
May 12" to the Clinton administration's
“‘don't ask, don't tell" policy on homo-
sexuals in the military.

The court, without comment, turned
down former Lt j.g. Richard Dirk Sel-
land's argument that the policy is based on

rejudice and violates Gay service mem-
Bcrs‘ frec-speech rights.

Last October, the high court turned
down a similar by former Navy Lt.
Paul Thomasson, forced out of the service
after writing a letter to his commander that
said, "'l am Gay."

Selland, then a y officer on the nu-
clear attack submarme Hammerhead, dis-
closed his homosexuality to his com-
manding officer on January 21, 1993.
President Clinton had been maugurated a
day before and had promised to lift the
longstanding ban on Gays in the military.

Selland was immediately ordered off the

ship and Navy officials began discharge
proceedings. g7
Meanwhile, Congress opposed lifting

the ban, and the president accepted a
compromise that would let Gays serve as
long as they kept their sexuality private,

Selland was given on-shore duties in
Norfolk, Virginia while he challenged the
new policy in federal court, and he left the
Navy last year. He now is a law student n
Baltimore.

Court Turns Aside Chalienge to “Don’t Ask, |

A federal judge in Baltimore said Sel-
land's argument that the policy violated
his right of freedom of and due-

s 1 did not override the mili-
La!gs to maintain morale and disci-

(i

l:.'Illf: 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
upheld Selland's discharge last November,
relying on its earlier ruling in Thomas-
son's case.

In the appeal acted on today, Selland's
lawyers said that by dlschar‘ﬁng him
merely for saying he is Gay, the policy
targets le “"not for illegal conduct but
simply because of an acknowledgement of
“Th g;l.n A penly in th

e on Gays serving o in the
military is based on prejudice, gellan_d‘s
appeal said, adding that sexual orientation
gas.no impact on performance of military

uties.

Government lawyers said the policy is
justified by "“the need for unit cohesion,
privacy concems and the strong mterest n
minimizing sexual tensions” m the mili-

uuéy&lland said he was disappointed but not
surprised by the Supreme Court's decision.

"1 don't believe the Supreme Court will
hear a case on this policy for many years,"
he said in a telephone mterview from Bal-
timore. “"That's a pily because this issue
deserves an amnlﬂ;]

The case is Selland vs. Cohen, 96-1238.

Ex-Congressman Bob Dornan’s Chief of

Staff Comes Out

Washington, DC—Brian  O'Leary
Bennett, for 12 years former Congressman
Bob Doman's trusted aide, has announced
that he is Gay. Bennett, who, like Doman
is an adherent of the Roman Catholic
faith, agonized over his orientation and
stuck with the anti-Gay congressman
through long hard-working years, he says,
because he himself had not come to terms
with his orientation.

When Doman decided n 1995 that he
would run in the Republican primaries for
the presidency, he asked Bennett to serve
as hi ign manager. But Bennett
had met another man and had fallen in
love. He tumed down Doman's request, he
says, because he feared a s should
his private life get public notice.

His closeted existence, said Bennett,
caused painful psychic difficulties. "It was
cating me up inside," he explains, noting
that for a long time he hoped to overcome
his homosexuality.

"Whatever these feelings are," he told
himself, "I can beat them.

Rick, an African-American who has re-
quested last-name anonymity in an inter-
view with a reporter for the Los Angeles
Times, is the Gay—idmtiﬁed man who
came into Bennett's life, tuming the Ro-
man Catholic political aide's confusion
into self-awareness and happiness. He ex-
Eelaincd how Benneit's coming out has

en only one part in a series of steps to-
ward greater self-esteem that Bennett has
experienced.

I love him," Rick told the Times, and
"I'm really proud of him for the steps he's
taken to confront his fears."

Bennett believes that he would not have
been able to come to such self-realizations
while working in former Congressman
Dornan's office. The one-time congress-

man's attacks on Gay men and Lesbians
formed a major part of his political rheto-

Tic.

"Ev Lesbian spear-chucker in this
counuc';?is hoging I get defeated," he said
during his 1992 campaign.

That hoped for defeat materialized m
November, 1996, when Doman was
ousted by Democrat Loretta Sanchez. The
ex-congressman has not been able to ef-
fect a graceful exit though Los Angeles
Times polls in his Orange County, Cali-
fomia district show that if the election
were held today, Sanchez would beat him
again by a much wider margin (49% to
36%). He continues to insist that his de-
feat was engineered through fraud. :

Bennett says he talks with Doman stll
and that he has asked the former con-
gressman, on more than one occasion, to
cut down on his anti-Gay tirades.
"m{,“ he said, "For all these years I've
stood by you and heard all those horrible
things out of your mouth about le
like me. You've called us philes,
sodomites, molesters. Those things hurt,
and I want you to stop it. I wouldn't ask
you to change your views. I'm saying get
rid of the meanness. Get rid of the hurt in

promoting your position."
Accordmg to mﬁm Doman promised
that this is what he would do. 5

_But, when asked about his Gay long
time Chief of Staff, Bob Dornan told the
Times that "the cutting edge of homo-
sexuality is not Brian Benneit, who loves
his religion and his faith. It's the others,
who demand of us what they cannot give
themselves--dignity and = self-respect.
Brian thinks this is a gift, and I think it's
gax.lbehevelhetwamshallmeetme

ylﬂ

New York AIDS Walk Brings Out Fewer
Stars, But More “Just Folks”

New York, NY—Parents, friends and
lovers who lost loved ones to AIDS were
among 35,000 le who joined in the
12th Annual Walk in New York
Sunday, May 18, 1997, to honor th
memories of the dead - and raise million;
of dollars for the Gay Men's Health Crisis
. It's such a beautiful day and such ap
important cause," said Eva Friedman, 43,
of Queens, who was ing the 6-mile
route through Central Park with two teen-
gy L g i

why she was icipating, her
sunny face suddenly t:luur:igclzll with sagfhless
and tears welled up in her eyes,

_"I'lost a very incredible and wonderful
friend to AIDS. He was only 29," she said,
explaining how she and her brothers had

scattered her friend's ashes at Orchard
Beach in the Bronx two months ago, to

honor his memory. LA
Kazu Kumagai, 20, of Sendai City, Ja-
pan, walking himself with a wistful

expression on his face, said he was hon-
ormg the memory of friends who con-
tracted AIDS through tainted blood in Ja-
pan. “'Last year I walked in Japan's first
AIDS Walk. This is my first time in New
York's walk," he said. " AIDS is a very
bng thing in Japan, I guess it's big every-
ere L.

Walking with about 50 other Sony em-
loyees, George McGlinchey, 64, of Deer
ga&. said that as he walked through the
sunny park he remembered his 41-year-
old son, who succumbed to AIDS two

years ago.

"Ifaegverybody did more, it would be a

Ia.i:ﬁ betwrchmﬂd.'_'ﬂl;;is said, then jogged
to cat wi colleagues.

But Mark Rggmscm executive director
of GMHC, said the group had had to work
much harder this year to drum up support
for the walk than 1t had in the past.

I's sad, but it's much harder now to
get people mterested. Too many celebri-
ties and journalists have declared the cni-

“A lot of le in our industry have
jumped on to other causes and have for-
this one. I've had a dozen friends
ie of AIDS. This is about them and a
commitment to a real problem in the real
world. It's not just another fashionable
cause," said actress Rosie Perez. _
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and other city
officials also attended, but were barred
from speaking in order to focus on AIDS
as a social issue rather than a political is-

sis over. But it's not over. We're helping sue

10,000 le with AIDS-related services
- and the vast majority of people with
AIDS still have no access to treatment."

Although entertainers Nell Carter, Tony
Randall and others rallied the crowd be-
fore the walk, many participants noted
that there were fewer stars than in previ-
ous years.

anizers said they hoped to raise up
to $5 million thro the walk, about
what was raised last year.

The money benefits GMHC, the na-
tion's oldest AIDS service organization.
The group provides direct services (o
AIDS patients, operates prevention pro-
grams and performs advocacy work.

Swiss Study Shows That More Condom Use
Does Not Increase Sexual Activity

Washington, DC— A national ign
in Switzerland to promote the use of con-
doms has not encouraged people to have
more sex, according to a study. _

The study ished Wednesday in the
American Journal of Public Health
found that a safe sex program and educa-
tion about the risks of contracting the
AIDS virus led to dramatic icreases m
the use of condoms, but no increase m the
number of sex partners or the rate of cas-
ual sex.

The conclusions are based on tel e
interviews of more than 2,000 y
selected Swiss residents between the ages
of 17 and 45. The interviews started in
1987 and were gipealed periodically
through October ,1994,

Lead author in the study was Dr. Fran-
coise Dubois-Arber of the University In-
stitute of Social and Preventative Medi-
cine in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Included in the findings:

Among people aged 17 to 30, those who
said they always used condoms in casual
sex increased 8 percent in 1987 to 56
percent in 1994. Among ages 31 to 45, a

first polled in 1989, those who said
ey always used condoms in casual sex
increased from 22 percent to 42 percent,

Within the younger group, with
steady partners increased use
from 40 percent in 1988 to 64 percent m
1994, Those m the older up with
steady partners reported con use in-

creased from 57 percent to 72 percent.

Sex with one or more casual partners
decreased among those aged 17 to 30, but
remained about the same for the 31 to 45
age group. For the younger group, 18 per-

cent reported ha one or more casual
partners within ;I;gar in 1987, while in
1994, the rate had dmgfd to 13 percent.
The rate among the older group remained
between 8 percent and 10 percent through
five years of polling,

“*While the proportion of le who
had casual remained stable, con-
sistent con use as a means of protec-
tion against the risk of infection with HIV
during casual sex increased considerably,"
the study reported. p

The authors of the study said there was
evidence that the m];rop(mion of sexually
active 17-year-o was gomng down,
DR g i gonéaal 30 cdncsian

eneral sex education
i schools. ﬁe re%earch_m said their
findings confirmed conclusions from other
studies that showed “'neither sex educa-
tion nor condom promotion leads to ear-
lier or increased sexual activity among
adolescents.”

In an editorial in the joumnal, Jane
Rotheram-Borus of theJUnivcm'i of Cali-
fomia, Los les, said the Swiss sex
education and AIDS awareness pro
m ¥ US Emm s i

eme in U.S. pro am
vouth has been “abstinmg. E

Rotheram-Borus said that European

fem:d:m} promotion programs have led tg
er teen-age , births an
sexually transmi uﬁem

In the United States, however, she said,
condom ads are not accepted by television
networks and only 37 percent of sex edu-
cation programs glb'c schools include
g:structlms on the health effects of con-

om use.

Did You Know?

GLINN.COM

Right here in Milwaukee!

« The World's Biggest Gay/Lesbian News Site.

« GAYADULT.COM - The Internet's Best Gay
Adult Value & Tons of Free Stuff.

« Visits from all over the world, including:

Andorra, United Arab Emirates, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Austria, Australia,
Belgium, Bahrain, Bermuda, Brunei Darussalam, Bolivia, Brazil, Bahamas, Belize,
Canada, Switzerland, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Czech Repubilic,
Germany, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, Egypt, Spain, Finland,
France, Greenland, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Croatia (Hrvatska), Hungary,
Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, India, Iceland, Italy, Jordan, Japan, Kenya, Korea (South),
Kuwait, Cayman Islands, Lebanon, Saint Lucia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Latvia, Malta,
Mauritius, Mexico, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand (Aotearoa),
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation,
Sweden, Singapore, Slovenia, Slovak Republic, San Marino, USSR (former), El
Salvador, Thailand, Turkey, Trinidad and Tobago, Taiwan, United Kingdom, United
States, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, South Africa and Zimbabwe,***

Discover what the rest of the world already has:

GLINN.COM

URL: http://www.glinn.com

GAYADULT.COM

URL: http://www.gayadult.com
COMING SOON!

GLINN.NET

Milwaukee’s Gay Owned and Operated
Internet Service Provider.




CAIR Center’s Jeffery

Kelly to Head Up New
CDC - Funded Youth
At Risk Study

Milwaukee -- In the fight against AIDS,
the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin

(ARCW), parent organization of four g

AIDS service agencies in Wisconsin in-
cluding the
(MAP), is proud to be a leader in AIDS
prevention.

Currently, MAP is one of only a few or-
ganizations nationwide to be selected to
participate I a new Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) funded study.

The CDC selected only six AIDS re-
search programs in the from those
submitting applications to the study. In the
Midwest, the Center for AIDS Intervention
Research (CAIR) at the Medical College
of Wisconsin received the CDC award and
will supervise the "Prevention of HIV In-
fection in Youth at Risk" study. CAIR
then identified two cities where the re-
search activities will be conducted and the
two AIDS service organizations: MAP in
Milwaukee and the Midwest AIDS Pre-
vention Project in Detroit.

Dr. Jeffrey A. Kelly, Ph.D., director of
CAIR, heads the project's scientific team.

As part of the collaboration, MAP had
two new staff members join the agency via
the CDC grant to work specifi on this
study. They are Ed Barrera and Joshua
Fe.yen, research field workers.

"Prevention of HIV Infection in Youth at
ll}ﬁsak" is a five year project including two

ses,

The first research which will last
until approximately August 1998, is an as-
sessment phase. Then in late 1998, the in-
tervention trial itself will be en
d will last fo

JEFFREY A. KELLY, Ph.D.

"It is not only an honor that MAP was
chosen for this research project," said
Andy Bagnall, Gay outreach manager at
MAP. "But that we were selected as the
sole AIDS service organization in Wiscon-
sin and one of only a few in the Midwest
for this project shows we are being recog-
nized for the accomplishments we have
achieved in the recent years in the fight
against AIDS."

The focus of this study is young men
who have sex with men. Men who have
sex with men account for over half of all
AIDS cases that have diagnosed in the
United States. In response to the threat of
AIDS, there have been sharp reductions in

high-risk sexual practices among older and
predominantly white Gay men resulting m
a decline of incidence in this segment

of the Gay population. However, research
shows that sexual risk behavior levels re-
main high among young men who have
se:lc with men, especially young men of
color.

Clearly, better HIV prevention efforts di-
rected toward these young men are needed
because this group is so vulnerable to
contracting HIV mfection. Commumity-
level interventions, those interventions that
operate through outreach and by involving
settings and care systems that serve this
population, are especially needed given the
scale, scope and urgency of HIV preven-
tion for this group.

Since virtually no research has been un-
dertaken to identify factors responsible for
continued high-risk sexual behavior and
high HIV incidence among young men and
young men of color who have sex with
men, this CAIR initiated study was created
to help understand risk behavior pattems
to develop and implement effective HIV
prevention intervention for this population.

"As an agency, MAP is committed to
proudm%;naxnnmn support and education
to the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Trans-
gender Community," said Ba

"Through our work with CAIR, we are
able to increase that commitment and
reach a population of young men who are
at greatest risk for HIV."

waukee AIDS Project
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State Assembly Passes AB-104

E

By a Wide Margin 78 ¢

Monday May 12. A small portion of the crowd is shown above.

Over 500 Rally Against AB 104 at the Capitol

In Madison on May 12

By Brian Harder
Wisconsin Light 's Madison
Correspondent

Madison-Over 500 people rallied
against AB 104 on the steps of the

apitol the evening before the State As-
sembly voted on the bill.

They cheered, laughed, sang and even
ate fire on a bleak cold night. One little
girl carried a sign that said "When I grow
up let me marry who I want." A transex-
ual held up a simple pink triangle with
one word written on it, "Resist."”

The rally began with a prayer service
led by members of various local denomi-
nations. That was fitting since many of
the arguments in favor of passage were
religious in nature,

e first secular speaker was openly
Lesbian State Representative Tammy
Baldwin. Baldwin spoke of how proud
%he was when she first got elected to of-

ce.

Now, however, her feelings of pride in
the legislature have been s,reatly dimin-
ished with recent events and pending bill.

Baldwin went on to quote the Wiscon-
sin state constitution regarding “the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, to
consult for the common good, to petition
the government or any department thereof
shall never be abridged”. .

She was attacked %y the Republicans on
the Assembly Families Committee for
refusing to let over 100 le be heard
during the ogly hearing held on  AB104,
on March 5" in Wausau. Baldwin said
this was a severe blow to the constitution.

Baldwin also slammed AB104 as being
unnecessary due to already existing laws,
divisive because it codifies in our state
statutes discrimination against one grou
of citizens and dangerous because it sends
the message to the masses that it is OK to
discriminate.

She concluded by urging the crowd
members to fill the assembly galleries on

Tuesday, the following day, to show sup-
port against the measure.

Three local clergy members spoke about
what real “family values” meant. Not
hatred, bigotry, darkness and exclusion of
justice, they said, but rather those of love,
inclusion, care and rights. They called on
all churches to take responsibility for
ministering to Gays and Lesbians and to
recognize that the creation of “new fami-
lies that make sense for the individuals
involved” is important because so many
mainstream families don't make sense
and lack values.

The clergy finished c:lp by telling the
crowd about the 63 local clergy who that
morning had signed a statement stating
that “Homosexuality is neither sickness or
sm” and that “[they] su&;:m family val-
ues and [they] believe that relationships
that meet the test of fidelity and nurture
should be blessed.” All much to the joy
of the crowd.

Perfect Harmony, a new Madison Gay
chorus, performed a few songs after that
including The Chapel of Love and Here
come the Grooms. They were quite good
and won much applause.

Also making an a{zﬁearance were the
Lesbian Avengers. ¢ Avengers did a
fire eating routine telling the crowd that

fire will pu:ig' our struggle. :
Joanne Elder of PFLAG received a
warm welcome and urged the media to
help us get the word out about this “most
important issue in the world right now” to
the “everyone else’s” who's support we
need in this fight.
After Jo Ann, the crowd was allowed to
their minds and to give their ac-
counts of family and famiiy values and
their situations and structures.
Several of those who came spoke at the
mike. Unfortunately just as a
gﬂned candle lighting ceremony was
about to begin a steady rain began fall. At
that the crowd began (o scatter.

Clinton Calls For Crash Program to Develop
an AIDS Vaccine in Ten Years

Baltimore - Evoking the memory of
John F. Kennedy's challenge to Americans

to a man on the moon i the 1960s,
President Clinton Sunda E;unnsed that
the United States woul d an AIDS

vaccine within a decade.

In a commencement address at Morgan
State University, his first of this year's
graduation season, Clinton announced that
a special research center would be estab-
lished at the National Institutes of Health
to spur the effort.

“With the strides of recent years, it is
no longer a question of whether we can
develop an S vaccine -- it 1s simply a
question of when," Clinton said. " And 1t
cannot come a day too soon."

Recalling President Kennedy's May

1961 commitment to send a manned flight .

to the moon by the end of the decade,
Clinton said an AIDS vaccine should be

the *“first great triumph" of the 21st cen-

fury.

""He gave us a goal of reaching the
moon and we achieved it ahead of time,"
Clinton told graduates of the 1-
nantly black college in _ s largest
city. ““Today, let us look within and step

PRESIDENT CLINTON

up to the challenge of our time."
‘Let us today set a new national goal

Please See AIDS Vaccine page 47
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Passage By the State
Senate Unlikely Say

Observers

By Bill Meunier
On the Scene Coverage from the Only
Gay Based Publication Present during
the Entire Debate

Madison—In the end perhaps it was
what wasn't said that mattered. After a
seven and half hour debate during which
only person, the bill's sponsor spoke in
favor of it, the Wisconsin State Assem-
bly by a vote of 78 to 20 sent Wisconsin's
Anti-Same Sex Marniage bill, AB 104 to
the State Senate, where it may face a
bleak future.

After the bill's passage the Wisconsin
Light spoke with highly placed officials
n the State Senate.

"The Senate doesn't really wish to take
this up," said one. "The bill will probably
be assigned to Lynn Adelman's Judiciary
Committee. And there it will stay."

‘Adelman is an avowed opponent of the
bill as is Senate President Fred Risser who
also serves on Adelman's committee,
While it is possible to pull a bill out of
committee by a vote of the Senate such
instances are rare.

"They are even rarer when the majority
party, the Democrats is opposed to pas-
sage," said one State Senator who asked
not to be named. "The Democrats in the
State Senate will act more responsibly in
standing against this than did their As-
sembly counterparts.”

The bill was introduced by Rep Lurraine
Seratt1, (R- Spread Eagle). Sources m the
Assembly say that Seratti was able to get
a vote on the bill because she supported
House Speaker Ben Brancel in his bid for
the Speakership.

"Brancel promised this to her to get her
vote," said one source. "If he had lost or if
thcchlh;mcrats wcrg(':h in charge this would-
n't be happening right now."

Throughout glc day, the bill's propo-
nents refused Democratic challenges to
engage in debate. "What are you afraid
of," shouted Marlon Schmder, (D-
Wisconsin Rapids.) "You can't defend
this bill so you stay silent.”

Speaker after speaker, pounded their
fists, and denounced what they called a
bill "inspired by hatred."

Although the bill was expected to pass,
some observers were surpnised by the fi-
nal margin given the fact that votes on
amendments to the bill were much closer.

Throughout the day, Democrats rose io
offer amendments. The Republicans re-
fused any opportunity to debate made and
passed motions to table any attempt lo
change the bill.

The first such amendment was offered
!Hx State Representative James Krueser.

¢ amendment would have added lan-
guage to the bill to protect legal marriages
where one partner has changed sex.

Krueser said that he had two constitu-
ents who were marmmed as an opposite sex
mlc. Now due to a sex change they are

of the same sex.

AB 104 main sponsor, Lorraine Seratti,
(R-Spread Eagle) immediately rose and
made a motion to table because as she put
it, "They invalidated their marrage when
they made that choice.”

Representative Marlin  Schnieder (D-
Wisconsin Rapids) rose and shouted at
Seratti, "Who are you lady to talk about
choices? So you don't like the choice
these people made. It was their choice to
make and not yours."

Schnieder went on to give a moving
speech about his father's choice to commat

Please See AB 104 Page 45

Police in the Parks

As we go to press, we have received
a tip from a Milwaukee County Dep-
uty Sheriff that the police are going to
start targeting the parks again. This,
we are told, refers particularly to
Juneau, Underwood and Warnimont
parks.

Please, be careful. However, if you
have problems, vou can contact Andy
Bagnall at (414) 225-1502 or Stepha-
nie Hume at (414 266-9666 or (414)
483-4711. Both are members of Mil-
waukee’s LGBT Police/Community
Relations Task Force.

All conversations are strictly confi-
dential.
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Editorial

PrideFest ’97
June 6, 7, 8, 1997

Across this country and around the world, the LGBT community will be celebrating
this June. In San Francisco and New York, tens of thousands will frolic and march. In
Paris, the festivities will include a dance in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Ver-
sailles. In Wisconsin, the Rainbow Flag will fly in all its resplendent glory over Mil-
waukee’s Henry W, Meier Festival }Erounds (Summerfest), arguably one of the finest
venues for festivals in the whole USA.

There will be many smaller celebrations, too, but whether large or small, for every-
one who participates in them (and for many who do not), these festivals are occasions,
not only of Pride, but of self-affirmation. ¥ _

Many vears ago, Frank Kameny, the father of Gay activism, told the world, “Gay is
Good. &hﬂl he meant by that there is nothing disoriented or perverse about Gay sex-
ual orientation. Rather, it is completely natural, a part of the scheme of things. What
Kameny said (so new then), has not changed. Every Pride celebration is a symbol of
that, of the goodness we feel in ourselves, of our rightness, of our being part of the
waw) and woof of human experience. _ ;

¢ have come a long way since Kameny coined his phrase. We have a long way to
£0. But this June 6, 7, 8, on the Summerfest grounds, we will pause in our journey. In
all our diversity, we will come together in festival to celebrate who we are, who we are

now.

This, we believe, is the point of PrideFest; not to “flaunt it,” as our critics would say,
but to stand up, to be proud, to feel good about ourselves, to affirm ourselves to each

other and the world.

Afterward, we will go back to the fight and our day-to-day world, but something will
have happened. We will feel better and be better, we will hold our heads a little higher

because of PndeFest "97.

This is good. If you can’t feel good about yourself and who c%rou are, you can't give

anything to anyone else. This is perhaps the cardinal law that

man kind.

od has given to all hu-
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Editor’s Note

State Rep. Lorraine Seratti and the Hats

By Terry Boughner
There are a couple of politicians for
whom 1 have the greatest respect. And
there are others, the ones who fascinate
me like flies struggling in a pot of glue.
What they say somehow reminds me of an
empty ashcan over which stll hovers a

dainty mist.

Rf?pne 1(,)5 the latteris a rcma.sﬂc attributed to
. Lorrame Seratti (R- d Eagle).
She was quoted in the Mﬂmee Jﬁlur-
nal Sentinel as saying, “Any society can

mlavl'li;c without homosexuality.”

Taking it that the State Representative is
referring to Westem society, I wonder if
shg realizes what it would be like without
us?

Socr%tics, Plato and Aristotle would have
to go. Not to mention, s, kings (King
Jargcs I of England oE gible Lranxinti(m
fame), painters, sculptors, authors of some
of our greatest books. Poets and compos-
ers of music, too, would vanish. (Has she
ever thnlled to the “1812 Overture” or
been lulled mto bliss by “Swan Lake?”")

Singers, playwrights, those who write

scripts for TV and the movies, actors, ac-
tresses, all would be gone. So much rich-
ness would be lost. To paraphrase some-
one, “Without Gays and Lesbians, life
would be reduced to “Wheel of Fortume”
or “Let’s Make a Deal.”

Seratti should know—and the rest of us

should remember—that so much of what
we call “civilization” has been created and
defined by those who were Gay.
. This is not to say that LGB'IYS are alone
m the world. There is no people from
whom creators have not come. Thus, ]
have to wonder, what other groups would
Seratti want to do without?

What Seratti should leam, I think, is that
this 1s not an homogenized world. Each

and ever here, each and every per-
son who has ever been here or ever will
be here, is a event unto them-

selves. Each one is valuable. Each one
will never be seen again.

It 1s from this incredible diversity that
civilization has sprung and continues to
spring. Which ones from among this di-
versity do we not need?

Seratti’s comment remind me of some-

one who looks at a rose window and says,
“Well, if we could just get rid of blue.
ﬁA[ﬁg Tose win can survive without

Listening to Seratti is like the story of
Benanklgmandﬂlehats.hgocs some-
thing like this.

There was a man who opened a store to
sell hats. Above the front door he hung a
sign shaped like a hat. On it were the
words, “John Smith Sells Hats for Read
Money.” A friend came by and
asked her what she thought of the sign.

“Well,” the friend replied, “it’s a nice
;itgtL but don’t need the words ‘Ready

oney.” Everyone knows you don’t barter
hats away.” )

Smith took her advice and got rid of the
words,

Another friend said, **‘Sells’ isn’t nec-
essary. No one expects you to give hats

away.
Smith cfm rid of the word.
A third friend apmed that he didn’t need
the word “Hats.” The of the sign

indicated what was sold in the story.

Yet a fourth friend said Smith’s name
wasn't necessary inasmuch as everyone in
town knew him.

In the end, all Smith was left with was a
hat-shaped piece of wood. He took that
down and used it for kindling. There was
no sign i the front of the store—and there
were people who complained about that!

Representative Seratti, I tell
estly and with all due ct, this society
and any society needs the people of
cner%f and good will it can get. The
LGBT community is such a le Like
any other, it is comprised of those who
create, give what they can, all that they
can, people who work and work hard. We
seek only to live and love and have the
rights accorded all others.

Can you do without us? You may think
that you can, but wiser heads will tell you
that you’re wrong., Wiser heads will tell
vou that without LGBTs, without African-
Americans, without Native Americans,
without Asian-Americans, without His-
Ean_.lc-Amencans, and all the rest, the

nited States would bear a striking re-
semblance to Smith's hat store.

Maybe that’s what Ben Franklin, wise
man that he was, was trying to say.

PS . Seratti, that being escorted into
the Capitol by the cops was really great
theater. It gave just the right impression of
your being important.

It kinda remmded me of the person who
showed up in the office one day. I invited
them to have a seat.

“Do you know who I am?” the person
complained.

I looked, shrugged, and replied. “Okay,
take two seats,”

Letters

A World Without Gays?

TO THE EDITOR:

As | hear word of the rhetoric about Gay
marriage that is emanating from my home state
of Wisconsin, I must shake my head with great
sadness and frustration.

I have, with Pride, long told people that |
hail from Wisconsin, the state that in 1982 was
the first to pass legislation protecting Gays and
Lesbians against discrimination. New York-
ers—and it can be hard to impress New York-
ers—marvel at the progressive history of Wis-
consin, and are amazed that the “dairy state”
arrived at compassion and reason fifteen years
ago when, today, New York still does not have
statewide protection for Gays and Lesbians.

Now, I hear of a Gay marriage ban approved
by the Wisconsin Assembly in a lopsided vote,
| hear of statements from the Assembly floor
like “Any society can survive without homo-
sexuality, but no society can survive without
the institution of marriage.” That, from Rep.
Lorraine Seratti (R-Spread Eagle), who clari-
fies that she does not hate homosexuals.

1 must admit that of all the negative state-
ments | have heard directed at homosexuals,
that one is unique. That usually savvy politi-
cians can still get away with such bigotry in
1997 astounds me. No other group in this
country is made to endure such an attack. Gays
and Lesbians are still fair game.

In April, I debated Wisconsin State Senator
Scott Fitzgerald on WTMJ radio’s “The
Greenhouse Show.” The Senator had called for
a blackout of “In The Life,” the national public
television series 1 work on that informs view-
ers about Gay and Lesbian issues and culture,

The Senator argued that a Wisconsin-based
story on “In The Life’s” April episode was
presenting a bad image of Wisconsin to the
nation. Senator Fitzgerald’s arguments were
similar to Rep. Seratti’s, as in “I am not homo-
phobie, but...” “I do not hate homosexuals,
but...”

The “but,” however, becomes the basis for
discrimination. I ask, if it is not hatred, where
is the love in such rhetoric?

Please See Letters Page 45
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Bill Meunier

CCF Helps Out — The Cream City Foundation presented a check for $1,500 to the officers of the Saturday
Soft Ball League during a get together at the M & M Club, CCF’s donation proves once again that
Milwaukee's Gay and Lesbian Foundation can be a powerful force for strengthening our community, Don't
forget the Foundation when the combined giving campaign comes to your work place next fall.

Court Turns Down Appeal by Madison
Woman Who Barred Lesbian Housemate

Washington, DC—A Wisconsin woman

i because she refused to let a

bian be her housemate and share the

rent on a Madison home lost a Supreme
Court appeal on May 12, 1997,

The justices, without comment, left in-
tact state court rulings that said Ann
Hacklander-Ready wviolated Madison's
fair-housing ordinance.

The state courts ordered her to pay Caryl
Sprague damages of $300 and lawyer fees
that reportedly total more than $10,000.

Hacklander-Ready's a challenged
the government's power 'to dictate how
one may choose with whom to associate
as living companions in the anticipated
privacy of their own homes."

Hacklander-Ready was single when she
and three friends began renting a four-
bedroom, two-bath home in 1 in
1987. When two of the friends got jobs
out of town, Hacklander-Ready and her
housemate, Maureen Rowe, advertised to
find two suitable housemates.

According to Hacklander-Ready's law-
yers, they did not want males, women
with boyfriends who re ly would stay
at the house, women with children, smok-
ers or drug users. )

One potential housemate was rejected
for being too boring; another for " seem-
ing to wear her religious beliefs on her

sleeve."

When imitially interviewed by Hack-
lander-Ready and Rowe, Sprague said
nothing about bemng a lesbian. But the
subject of her se
i later discussions. ) _

Sg:;gue was invited to live with Hack-
lander-Ready and Rowe, but that invita-
tion was withdrawn after both housemates
determined they would not be comfortable
living with a lesbian.

Sprague eventually sued, and a state tral
judge ruled that Hacklander-Ready and
Rowe had violated the city’s fair-housing
ordinance by refusing to rent to someone
because of sexual orientation.

A state appeals court upheld that ruling,
and the Wisconsin Supreme Court rejected
an appeal by Hacklander-Ready and Rowe
last December. Rowe chose not to appeal
to the nation's highest court. .

Hacklander-Ready’s appeal said, " The
il](ffa.l conduct at 1ssue involves rational
and thoughtful decision-making processes
concerning the Iifeslyle compatibility of a
potential housemate.”

The appeal said Madison's ordinance
should be applied only to “typical land-
lords" and not to those “who wish to
share their homes." .

The case is Hacklander-Ready vs. Wis-
consin, 96-1457.

GOP Leader Introduces Bill Providing for
Expanded Hospital Visitation Rights

Madison—.Saying that “patients, not
hospital administrators, should decide who
may visit them when they are sick,” Rep-
resentative Scott Jensen (R-Waukesha) has
mtroduced legislation allowing patients
themselves to expand the list of people
given hospital visitation rights.

“Hospitals have enough to worry about
without getting caught in the middle of
fights over who may and may not visit a

atient in their care,” said Jensen. “This

ill lets the patient designate who should
or should not be allowed to visit them. It's
a compassionate, commonsense change.”

Currently, hospitals and other inpatient
care facilines are iiveu the responsibility
to set visitation policies and to determine
who may or may not visit a patient. Most
often, these policies limit visitation to
members of a patient’s immediate family.
Under the Jensen bill, patents themselves
are empowered to add other people to that
list of authorized visitors. :

Hospitals would still retam authority to
limit the number of visitors or visitation
periods to a patient if the patient’s doctors
determine that such visits would jeopard-
ize the health or sound treatment of the
patient.

Jensen said that current policies often
place patients, visitors, and hospital staff
m the awkward position of arguing over
whether or not a fiancée, roommate, pas-
tor, or best friend may be allowed to sce a
person in the hospital,

“I don’t think anyone should have to
sneak around to visit their loved ones n
the hospital,” said Jensen. “Society has
enough rules, technicalities, and minutiae
stifling common sense and compassion.”

Curt Lamon, President of the Log Cabin
Republicans of Wisconsin (a Gay Repub-
lican group), praised Jensen for introduc-
g the hospital visitation bill.

“While this bill would assist people in
many different situations, includi,;z those
who are just friends, it clearly will benefit
Lesbian and Gay couples smnce they are
not considered to be families under current
law,” Lamon said. .

Lamon noted that Jensen's bill is the first
bill seeking to.end discrimination against
Lesbian and Gay couisles, among others, to
be introduced in this legislative session.

It was no coincidence that Jensen mtro-
duced the bill on the day that the Assem-

bly voted overwhelmingly in favor of an
anti-same sex marriage bill, Lamon added.

“Rep. Jensen sent a clear signal to the
entire state that he and other Republican
legislators did not want the anti-same sex
marriage bill to be about hatred agamnst
Lesbians and Gays,"” Lamon said.

Miller Brewery
Continues as Warrior
in Fight Against AIDS

Milwaukee— Miller Brewing Company
continues to be the leading corporate do-
nor to the AIDS Resource Center of Wis-
consin (ARCW) with their most recent gift
of $90,000 to benefit AIDS care, preven-
tion and education in Wisconsin. Miller's
generous makes them the Honor Spon-
sor of AIDS Walk Wisconsin for the
eighth consecutive vear..

"Thanks to Miller Brewing Company's
longtime support of the agency, AR
has been able to provide more AIDS serv-
ices than any other organization in the
Midwest," said Lisa Wolter, deputy direc-
tor of commumity affairs at ARCW.
"Miller Brewing is a model of courageous
community leadership on this important
1ssue."

Recent research and drug treatment ad-
vances have kindled new hope in the fight
against AIDS, causing some to speculate
that donations to AIDS organizations
might decrease if donors felt the epidemic
was over, 4

"Miller's generous 1997 gift clearly
demonstrates that they understand that
new advances do not mean the end of HIV
and AIDS," said Wolter. "Donors like
Miller know we face even greater chal-
lenges with larger cascloads and increas-
g long term needs for health and social
service programs, The continued support
of Miller Brewing is very important for
ARCW to meet the new needs of people
struggling to purchase expensive new
treatments and comprehensive health
care.

ARCW is seeking to raise $2.4 million
dollars in private donations from corpora-
tions, foundations and individuals in 1997
to meet service needs.

orientation did arise =
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Small Business Sales
Generates Donation
to ARCW

Milwaukee -- A cash donation of $10 is
being offered to the AIDS Resource Cen-
ter of Wisconsin (ARCW) by Sherry
Schmidt, a representative for the Lifetime
Reminder Service, for every membership
m which the caller mentions ARCW.

_ "It's a great ggpormmly for both par-
ties,” said Schmidt. "I enjoy representing
my company because I believe it's a
unique, bmely and useful service. 1 also
believe in sharing my good fortume with
the community. No y, my time is lm-
ited, so money is the next best thing. Or-
ganizations, like ARCW, are generall
established to represent a cause. I can
give to all individuals, but contributions to
organizations [1 feel] will affect many who
are in need."

The Lifetime Reminder Service is lo-
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Experience a Little of Jamaica in

cally represented by Schmdt, however, it
is a branch of the National Lifetime Re-
minder Service. Once membership is pur-
chased, the member fills out and mails
back the "Occasion Form" listing the an-
nual events of which they want to be re-
minded such as a friend's birthday, a rela-
tive's anniversary or other important dates.
One week prior to each occasion listed a
postcard be sent as a reminder.

Members are able to add or delete dates
from their original list, receive an unlim-
ited ity of annual event reminder
cards and other advantages mcluding an
800 service number all for the membership
cost of $39.

The Lifetime Reminder Service is a
third-party fund raiser available to any in-
terested companies oOr organizations.
Memberships can be purchased in quant-
ties for promotional incentives, fund rais-
ing and as gifts at a reduced price.

For more information or Lo sign up for a
membership, contact Sherry Schmidt at
(414) 442-2610 or email: Remmderdme

(@juno.com.
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Dive into excellent hair
& skin care at
Community Pharmacy.
You'll be swimming in
natural & botanically
based products &

scads of less
expensive body
care by the ounce
(bring your own
bottle and save).
For your hair,
for your skin,
for the bath
our selection
is splendid.
And we have
a mail-order
catalog.
Soif you
can't make
it to
Madison ...
we'll come
to you!

COMMUNITY
PHARMACY

241 State Street
(at Gorham)
MADISON
call for a catalog (608) 251-3242,
ty (608) 251-5339,
preseriptions (608) 251-4454
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On The Scene Coverage In Madison: The
Assembly Passes AB 104

Analysis by Bill Meunier
Jensen Introduces Hospital
Visitation Bill

On the same day that the Assembly and
passed AB 104, Ezﬂnhhcan Scott Jensen
announced that he had mtroduced a bill
which would allow hospital patients to
decide who can visit them.

If it's passed Jensen's bill would allow
Gays and Lesbians to give written permis-
sion (o their partners so that they can't be
denied visitation by hospital administra-
tors or family members.

Jensen told The Wisconsin Light that
the timing on his bill's introduction was
coincidental and denied he introduced to
make Republicans look better to Gays and
Lesbians.

Jensen voted for AB 104.

African-Americans Reps Split
on Vote for AB 104

Some Gay and Lesbian observers were
disturbed that African-American repre-
sentatives split down the middle on the 1s-
sue. Reps, Spencer Coggs, Leon Young,
and Antonio Riley all from Milwaukee
voted against. Reps. Polly Williams, and
Johnnie Morris Tatum from Milwaukee
?nd Robert Tumer from Racine voted in
avor.

"So much for alliances" commented one
woman who added "I don’t' understand
how the members of a minonty group
could vote for this."

Others, however, felt that the influence
of religious conservatives in the African-
American community had an impact. But
no one argued that any of the African
Americans voting in favor would have
any trouble being re-elected if they had
voted against.

Calls from the Wisconsin Light to Mor-
nis Tatum and to Tumer went unreturned.

Gays Pack The Galleries

As they did in during the hearing on AB
104 im Wausan and the Children and
Family Services vote on the bill in Madi-
son, Gay and Lesbian opponents severely
outnumbered the bill's supporters.

At one point 151 people wearing but-
tons, and pins were counted sitting m the
gallerics. Only 10 clearly identified sup-
porters were there as well.

Throughout the day, people came and
lefl. By the time the vote was taken the
gallery across from the press table was
only about half filled.

Wally's Bad Day

"Wally Kinicki had a very bad day to-
day," said an Assembly Staff member.
Most observers would agree.

After trying all day to get some form of
compromise gomng, Kimcki finally suc-
ceeded in getting GOP agreement to a
change in the bill's wording.

But his efforts went for naught when a
member of his own party rose to object
and the compromise language was thrown
out.

Some questioned why Kinicki even pro-
posed the compromise. During confer-
ences on the floor as he tried to sell the
deal the bill's opponents like Tamm
Baldwin, Barb Nottestein and Peter Boc
could be clearly seen shaking their heads
and saving no.

Others think that Kinicki realizing that
the Gay community would be angry with
the Democrats because a majority of them
were going to vote for the bill was trying
desperately to tone down the language to
make it less offensive.

It's doubtful that strategy would have
worked anyway. The language Kinicki
agreed to was very similar to that of
DOMA, the federal Anti-Gay Marriage
act.

Kinicki didn't help himself any when he
said, "I didn't consider what to do on this
bill until yesterday." One outraged activist
said "This is a man who has been on re-
cess for five weeks. He had nothing else
(o think about. Afier all the support we
have uglzl_];en that party we deserve better
[han ..l!

Madison Ministers Speak Up
For Gays and Lesbians
A coalition of 63 Madison Area Minis-
ters spoke out on Gays and their churches.

BestD Outreach

Schedule for June

. This Is It—Mon., June 2, 6-9 p.m.

| La Cage—Wed., June 4, 10p.m.-1 am.
PrideFest—June 7 and 8—Sat., Noon

| to 7 p.m.; Sun., 1-7 p.m.
Ballgame—Fri., June 20, 6-9 pm.
Galano Club—Sat., June 21, 6-8 pm.

At a well attended press conference, the
ministers said "Jesus calls us to love God
and our neighbors as ourselves...we em-
brace Gay and Lesbian persons as our
neighbors. For too long, homosexual per-
sons have been condemned and mistreated
by followers of Jesus Chrst. Sadly the
Bible has been misused in support of this
condemnation. This abuse of scripture
must end."

The statement goes on to say that "we
hope and gray that we will acknowledge
our sin and be forgiven for our ignorance,
fear and self righteousness." .

The ministers were from the American
Baptist, Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, , Moravian
Church in America, United Methodist
Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA),
the United Church of Christ and Unitarian
Universalist church.

It was also signed by lay‘j;mplc from
several Roman Catholic churches

Criminal Penalties?

Before you head to Hawaii or any other
state that may legalize Same Sex Mar-
riage, think again. Under Wisconsin law
you could be fined not less than $200 and
sentenced for up to nine months in jail.

Openly Lesbian State Representative
Tammy Baldwin raised that Bpoim and of-
fered an amendment to AB 104 saying
that it was not the Legislature's mtent to
mp‘;)lse crim 1irml Kfmﬁﬁes on Gay and
Lesbian couples who attempt to marry.

Baldwinlgid that under AB 104, even
churches that bless Gay unions could be
grusecuted if a District Attomey chose to

0 S0.

Like other amendments to the bill hers
was tabled.

A Matter of Conscience
Throughout the debate, it was clear that
many State Representatives were not

comfortable with voting for the bill but
would do so anyway.

Out in the hallway one Democrat who
voted in favor was overhead saying, "I am
disgusted by this. It's all just Gay bash-
mg, but all my calls have been in favor."

‘rivately some expressed anger at Ser-
att, the bill's sponsor, for pushing the is-
sue. "Just LhinE" said one observer, "She
sold her vote to Brancel for something
that will not do her constituents one bit of
good."

Speaking At Last

At the hearmg on AB 104 in Wausau,
over 100 of the bill's opponents were not
allowed to speak.

This fact was noted several times durin,
the debate. State Representative Barﬁ
Notestem, a member of the committee
that held the hearing said she was
"ashamed and disgusted."

Openly Lesbian State Rep, Tammy
Baldwin pointed out that during the hear-
ing "There was one man who said |
should be executed."

Others also picked up on that point.
One Democrat asked why none of the Re-
publicans on the Committee objected to
that statement.

Still others demanded to know why the
bill which would do nothing to change
current law was being considered "on the
fast track.”

The Republicans had no response to any
of these attacks,

Caucus Not Well Attended

The Democrats held a Caucus the day
before the debate to consider what mo-
tions they would make and what strategy
they would employ.

A Milwaukee Area State Rep told The
Wisconsin Light that only 15 Democrats
(out of 47) attended and nearly all of those
were opponents of the bill.

A frustrated Tammy Baldwin told The
Light "I have a lot of work to do this eve-
nmg. Sitting in the Caucus was like
preaching to the choir."

Some felt that since the Assembly hadn't
been in session for five weeks, the Caucus
should have been better attended, espe-
cially given the importance attached to
the bill by the Gay community.

Buy Your Next Vehicle from
Us & We Will Donate $250 to

the Milwaukee AIDS Project

* Rent-to-Purchase Program

* Trade-ins Welcome

* Financing Welcome

» Service Warranties Available

U-SAVE

AUTO RENTAL"

(414) 282-9223]
4739 S, 27th St,
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ARCW Pays Honor to the Volunteers Who
Make the Fight Against AIDS Possible

Milwaukee—April was a busy month for
volunteers at the AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin (ARCW). There were five out-
standing volunteers awarded at two award
presentations.

Volunteer Recognition Dinner
On April 26, ARCW held its annual
Volunteer Recognition Awards Dinner at
the Park East Hotel in Milwaukee. This

The Biggest in Gay

Wisconsin History

Milwaukee— This issue of The Wis-
consin Light is an historic, record
breaker.

With 48 pages, it is the largest Gay
publication in the history of Gay Wis-
consin offering you more column inches
of news, features, photos and ads than
either we or anyone else has ever pro-
vided. Our previous record was 36
pages.

Furthermore, we are publishing and
distributing 13,000 copies to be picked
up at nearly 200 locations. The 13,000
copies and the number of distribution
points are also new Wisconsin records.

In fact our distribution network is now
nearly one third larger than our nearest
competitor.

We hope you enjoy reading this issue
and all of the mformation it confains.
Please make a pomt of thanking our ad-
vertisers for helping us to make history
with this issue. They have made it pos-
sible for us to bring you The Light!

A Statement of
Policy From The
Publisher

Last month another Gay publication
published an interview with a_major
national entertainer. This publication
said that the interview was "exclu-
sive." It even implied (some would
‘say outright stated ) in an editor’s note
that the mterview was its own.

The reality is that the interview was
prnted in nearly fifty publications
around the country. It was written not
by a local reporter but by a fine writer
based in Boston

We want you to know that as a mat-
ter of policy, The Wisconsin Light
has not and will not claim any article is
exclusive unless it is written by a
member of our staff and will be printed
only m our paper,

For example during last Summer's
Democratic convention we sent three
of our staff members (at our expense)
to Chicago. The coverage we provided
was our own. We provided you with
comments from Cabinet officers and
Congressional leaders that were the re-
sult of one on one interviews con-
ducted by that staff. The pictures we
ran were own taken by our own staff.

Furthermore we will not tell you, our
readers, that someone is a member of
our staff or wnui%wﬂter if they
are, in fact, a mati y syndicated
columnist.

We believe that these designations
should be confined to those who are
local writers working at the direction
of our editors and publisher, writing
original news stories from a Wisconsin

perspective.

We believe that when afre:der or ad-
vertiser questions a paper's honesty on
one thing they will question everything
else, too. That's why our credibility
has always been much more important
to us than any short term public rela-
tions gain.

That's also why The Wisconsin
Light is a nationally respected Gay
publication.

It's why two different national Gay
bookstore chains have requested cop-
ies of our paper for distribution to their
customers m several cities. It's why
the White House Press Office has also
requested colpi&s. It's also why we
have been told by some of our national
leaders that they are re readers.

We thought you would want to know
that for us the bottom line is that when
you see the word "exclusive” in these
pages, you can believe that it is.

Jerry Johnson

event was estabhished to recogmize the
more than 1,400 dedicated volunteers
ARCW has helping each year.

One volunteer from each of ARCW's
four AIDS service agencies in Wisconsm
were awarded "Volunteer of the Year"
awards from the many nominations sub-
mitted bf? ARCW staff.

_All "Volunteer of the Year" award

winners were active in several different ar-
cas of the agency and were recognized
based on their dedication, commitment and
energy in the fight agamst AIDS. High-
lighted below are the volunteers honored
with the awards, presented by Patricia
McKeithan of Miller Brewing Company,
and a partial list of the significant contri-
butions each volunteer made in 1996.
_* Dan McDonough from Center Project
in Green Bay--For Center Project, Dan
played a key role in organizing its Febru-
ary fund raising dinner, he is hel%ing set
up the new volunteer database and he does
outreach at area health fairs;

* Ted Berg from the Milwaukee AIDS
Project--Ted is active in the Gay and Les-
bian Outreach Program, he has taken the
lead in funding MAP's Children's Pro-

1s through his work with the Phone
ioneers of Ameritech and as a profes-
sional clown, Ted provides entertainment
at AIDS Walk Wisconsin and other events;

* Amanda Schumacher from the North-
west Wisconsin AIDS Project in Eau
Claire--Amanda 1s a proactive part of Teen
AIDS Peer Prevention providing valuable
msight while challenging the munds of ru-
ral youth, she has advocated change
through her commumity activism and has
challenged the status quo of educationai
curricula and community leaders' perspec-
aves;

* Don DeBaere from the Southeast Wis-
consin AIDS Project in Kenosha--Dan has
been an emotional and practical support
person for several consumers, he was very
active during the display of the AIDS
Memornial Quilt in Delavan mid-February
and he has been chair of the Lake Geneva
fund raising cruise for seven years.

Outstanding Teen Volunteer

Esther Aubry is 14, but since the age of
12 she has volunteered in FamilK Services
at the Milwaukee AIDS Project ( ).

Taking care of children living with or
affected by HIV and AIDS, Jennifer Roy,
family services coordinator at MAP, de-
scribes Aubry as an indispensable part of
the activities for these kids, providing that
ever-important piece of encouragement,
creating a safe place for kids to enjoy the
pleasures of being kids.

Because her dedication and enthusiasm,
Roy submitted an application detaili
Aubry's work at MA[P%]I Today's TMI
State Fmancial Bank "Volunteer Touch
Award." Aubry was selected as the top
teen volunteer and received the award
during the Completely Kid's Fair at the
Wisconsin Center in April.

"The maturity Esther displays is as im-
E;esswe now as it was two years ago. She

s worked with three program coordina-
tors, all who have praised her work and
attitude,” said Roy. "She has the natural
ability to connect with kids of all a'ies and
make them laugh. It is evident that the

oup trusts Esther and relies on her to

ring a special kind of enthusiasm to our
events and activities. She has been one of
our greatest assets for over two years and
deserves to be recognized as on of Wis-
consin's outstanding youth."

Aubry's involvement with social service
is not restricted to MAP. She is a member
of the French Emersion Pro, at Sam-
uel Morris Middle School and the National
Junior Honor Society, she works on com-
munity projects and volunteers twice a
week at her church. Currently, Aubry is
trainng to work on the Wisconsin AID-
Sline during the teen call-in times, part of
a new program fo provide accurate infor-
mation on HIV and AIDS to teens from
teens.

"Esther enables MAP to expand n
and i ve services to children a&d&%
affe by and infected with and
AIDS," said Roy.

ARCW Depends On Its Volunteers

Without its from more than
1,400 volunteers, ARCW would not be
able to provide the many services and pro-
grams available to more than 2,000 con-
sumers affected by HIV and AIDS.

For more mformation about volunteer-

ing at ARCW, please call (414) 225-1556.
Especially n are transportation vol-
unteers, Gay Outreach volunteers and Sur-

vival/Revival resale shop volunteers.
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Welcome Softball Players & Guests

We Are [ iﬂ

TWO FLOORS OF MERCHANDISE

Open Memorial Day

Extended Hours 12 to 7

Mon- Thurs. 12-7
Fri-Sat 12 - 10

Sunday 12 - 6 Get your Pride Attire

for PrideFest

Wisconsin’s Largest
Selection of Pridewear

Stop and See Us at Our PrideFest Booth
Designing Men

1120 S. First Street Milwaukee, WI 53204
(414) 389-1200

t\"puT OUR
COMMUNITY
ON THE MAP!!

Milwaukee
LGBT

VNS ity

iy i :(@5; i i =
Membership launch June 6, 1997 - Pridefest (Eommumty
Regular memberships beginning at $30.00 Center
PO Box 92722
Stop by our booth at Pridefest and Milwaukee, W1 53202
watch your mail to sign up. 483-4710

Special Thanks to Wisconsin Light for Sponsoring this Ad.
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Bill Meunier-

No Way Wally! Openly Lesbian State Representative Tammy Baldwin (D- Madison) is shown in this

exclusive Wisconsin Light photo as she confers with Assembly Minority_bendu Wally Kinicki (D-
Milwaukee). Kinicki tried to convince Baldwin to go along with a compromise during the dl_zhate on AB
104 that would have made the bill similar to the DOMA bill passed by Congress last fall. Baldwin refused.

Speaking From The Right

Some Thoughts on Same-Sex Marriage

Guest Commentary

by Charles J. Sykes

The desire to make a lifelong commit-
ment 1s a profoundly conservative step.

In his relentless march to the center,
President Clhinton has probably success-
fully pushed Gay rights off the front lmes
of the fall campaign. Along the way, he
may inadvertently have done conserva-
tives a favor. If Gay marriage had become
a partisan wedge issue, the ideological
lmes would have hardened and made it
impossible for conservatives to debate the
guestion among themselves and perhaps
admit that the issue 1s not as clear-cut as it
might seem.

Politically, Gay marnage was attempt-
mg target. Efforts to radically revise tra-
ditional definitions of marrage by court
fiat naturally provoked powerful counter
reaction. Marriage is not merely a legal
creation, it is one of society's most fun-
damental institutions, inseparable from
religious and cultural traditions.

No matter how strongly we try to define
it in strictly sccular terms, marriage never
has been and never will be a strictly
sccular institution. Any attempt to funda-
mentally alter that tradition either by po-
litical or judicial means is bound to stir
the decpest and potentially most divisive
passions.

In fact, politics and the courts are the
last place we can expect a reasonable
resolution of the problem. Conservatives
are clear enough on that point. But they
are less clear in recognizing that there 1s,
m fact, a problem. The problem is that
some Gays wish to have monogamous,
stable and committed relationships, and
they wish to have those relationships rec-
ognized. Before conservatives recoil, they
ought 1o ask themselves, what are the al-
tematives?

Gays arc certainly not more likely than
heterosexuals to spend their lives in celi-
bacy, and the evit}z,;lce suggests that they
have the same emotional needs and de-
sires as the most committed heterosexual.
Despite the rhetoric, it is hard to see how
their desire to be married poses a threat to
the mstitution of marriage.

It is easier to argue that Gays who wish
to sanctify their union are moving toward,
not trying to dismantle, the institution of
marriage. Rather than launching a radical
attack on marriage, Gays want in on it.

If anyone is surprised by that, it should
be heterosexuals. The number of hetero-
scxuals who fled marriage exceeds the
total homosexual population many times

In time, society will extend those cou-
ples many of the benefits - and obligations
- of marnage, without the formal, literal
status of marriage. It will not be the sort
of arrangement that will please the purists
on either side. But the purists are doomed
to fall in any case, while the compromise
of marniage-in-fact but not in-law, may be
the sort of unsatisfactory settlement that
tumns out in the end to be conducive to the
greatest public good and private happi-
TESS,

Editor’s Note: The above is the com-
plete text of a Charlic Sykes opinion col-
umn originally published in the Isthm
Madison's Weekly Newspaper and is u.&
with permission of the author.

Mr. Sglkes is a widely published author,
a talk show host on J radio and a

commentator on Today's TMJ-TV m
Milwaukee.

over. If we're looking for threats to the in-
stitution of marrage, we don't have to
look very far. Over the last thirty years,
we heterosexuals pretty much trashed
marriage without any he% from Gays and
Lesbians, thank you. ]

Of course, Gay promiscuity continues to
be a fact of life. But so is heterosexual
randyness, so let's call it a draw. Anyway,
the issue here is not who wants to fool
around, it's who wants to settle down. And
the desire on the part of Gays and Lesbi-
ans to make lifelong commitments is pro-
foundly conservative. This is where the
issue becomes complicated.

Society has a vested interest in the sta-
bility of Gay and Lesbian relationships,
and therefore has an interest in encourag-
ing monogamous, long-term commit-
ments. Nothing, in fact, bars homosexuals
from entering mto such relationships now.
They are perfectly free to make promises
of fidelity, share property, make allow-
ance in l.heir‘mwills for un{q another, and
grant one¢ another powers of attomey.

Homosexuals do not need ﬁmna)i gov-
emment sanction to create a culture of
monogamy. After all, government sanc-
tion has been only partly successful in as-
suring it among heterosexuals.

But the absence of officially recognized
Gay marmiages does involve genuine hard-
ships, especially in areas such as hospital
visitation rights and health and survivor
benefits - arcas in which the Gay partner
1s specifically barred from benefits and
privileges traditionally associated with
marnage,

For conservatives who acknowledge the
dilemma, the question is: Can we recog-
nize and encourage such relationships
short of full-blown declaration of the
equality of Gay marmage and heterosexual
marriage?

Many of us try to draw a distinction
between toleration of homosexuality and
official affirmation or endorsement. But
the dilemma of Gay men and women in
lifelong committed relationships calls for
a compromisc on both sides that demands
both charity and clarity.

Gay advocates may need to admit that a
political or judicial victory may come at
too high a price mn social division, while
conservatives need to recognize that their
ponciples need not be sacrificed to recog-
nize basic human needs and aspirations.
Unless the politicians and lawyers get
their hands on it, the issue may resolve 1t-
self without a heated culture war.

Over time, Gay couples will establish
tl_lcmsc“}i\ilcs in fact rather lhan(in law. So-
ciety will come (o respect and recognize
relatluqs}u&s_mey see developing 1%}’;-
mally in their communitics and m their
neighborhoods. Believing in Gay mar-
riage will not be a tenet of political cor-
rectness, it will be a fact of life.
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Out In Force The Lesbhian Avengers were out in force

at the No on AB 104 rally held in Madison on

Monday May 12. After delighting the crowd of over 500 people by literally eating fire the Avengers joined

others in lighting candles.

Politically Speaking

A Disgusting Show From Assembly Democrats

By Bill Meunier

Even when you expect defeat it still
hurts. On Tuesday May 13, 1997, what
remained of my idealism, of my faith in
government was left in a hee% )

It lays there now, covered by the debris
of hypocrisy so thick, I doubt that it will
ever rise again. It was suffocated by the
deafening silence of those who didn't have
the courage to speak out because of their
own bigotry.

It was crushed in an avalanche of 78
votes for AB 104, a bill that even many of
its supporters privately admitted was not
necessary and was hateful.

Oh yes I was told, if a secret vote was
held most of the Wisconsin State Assem-
bly "at least 75" according to Minority
leader Wally Kinicki, would say they did-
n't even want to consider what is euphe-
mistically called AB 104. 1 felt so much
better knowing this.

I felt better knowing that those 75, at
least 55 of which voted to discriminate
against us, really didn't want to do so. 1
certainly hope that they don't let their
votes get to them. After all a conscience
is a terrible thing to have when you are i
politics.

Here's hoFing that the 27 Democrats
who voted for AB 104 don't have a con-
science. I'd hate to have any of them

E‘eindmg sleepless night over what they

Yes, they were joined by 51 Republi-
cans, but Gays and Lesbians have never
been a core constituency group of the Re-
publican Party. For years they have, for
the most part, given their dollars, their
time and their votes to the -Democrats.
And they deserved better than what they
got from the Democrats in the State As-
sembly.

For years Gays asked the Assembly

Democrats for nothing in retum. The
thinking was that if we supported the
Democrats they would be there for us, if
we ever n them.
_ That thinking was more wish than real-
ity as shown by the 27 Democrats who
voted for bigotry while only 20 stood with
us. For the first time since 1982 Gays and
Lesbians asked their "friends" in the As-
sembly for a measure of decency. What
they found was a solid majority of the
Democrats jomning all but one of the Re-
publicans who looked the other way.

Never again can these Democrats count

O Our & to help them regain the As-
sembly. No matter what office they rum
for, this vote will haunt them. Never

again can the Democratic Party count on
us to blindly give it our loyalty. Loyalty
after all should be a two way street.

I watched the debate, I listened and I
waited for someone on the other side to
speak. For more than six hours every
speaker denounced AB 104, Yet it passed
overwhelmingly.

What that tells me is that its supporters
knew it was wrong. What that should tell
everyone is how bad this bill was. In-
credibly few news reports told this to the

public. :
Those arguing against passage gave
plenty of openings for the Assembly to do

the right thing. :

They pointed out that the bill was not
needed. They said that the bill unfairly
singled out a class oll;l peopd le. They wlamed
that its passage would promote violence.
None of this was disputed by those who
voted for the bill.

One Democrat, told me that Gays
should understand that if they were m
charge of the Assembly AB 104 would
never have come up for a vote.

What he didn't say was why Gays and
Lesbians should believe that a party that
couldn't muster a majority of its own

members to vote against AB 104 could
have st it from being voted on if it
was put in charge.

Then there were the Democrats who
said they thought the bill was silly and in-
ane along with those who said they
thought it was hateful, but still voted for
it. They assured us that they only did so
because their constituents wanted them to.

"I am here to represent the people who
elected me and I have to vote the wa
they want me to." one of them told me. If
they (;xgect me to stand up and appland
that kind of logic they are wrong.

They are using the same t
soning we heard from mem
Reichstag in Nazi Germany.

They were derelict in their duty. Of
course they had more calls in favor of AB
104 than they did against it. That's the
problem with being a minority.

It is the duty of our elected representa-
tives to protect democracy and the essence
of democracy is that the will of majority is
respected, but so are the rights of minon-
aes.

Many of these Democrats represent safe
districts and had nothin bﬁjm fear. Yet they
shirked their responsibility to ensure fair-
ness. They knew this bill was not neces-
sary. They knew it's passage as one

ent put it "will send a message to the
te mongers that its season on Gays
and Leshians." They didn't care.

We have been a core constituency
for the Democratic party. Yet the S
leader in the Assembly, Wally Kinicki

y admitted that he hadn't considered
t to do about the bill until the day be-
fore the vote. That was unforgivable.

Only fifteen Democrats even bothered
to show up for their caucus the day before
the vote. Nearly all of them were oppo-
nents.

I don't know about you, but when, de-
spite the tens of thousands of dollars we
have annually contributed, not to mention
the volunteer time we have given, only a
handful of Assembly Democrats show up
to help us fight higotry I think that is
pretty poor treatment. There is a rule

litics, "Take care of your own first."
t.hae Assembly Democrats failed to do

L.

That is not to say that there weren't
some Democrats who stood with us.
Marlin Schnider (D-Wisconsin Rapids)
Marty Reynolds (D-Ladysmith), Frank
Boyle (D-Superior), Antonio Riley, Tim
Ca.lEenter. Peter Bock, Rosemary Potter,
all from Milwaukee were very eloquent.

I have never been prouder of our own
Tammy Baldwin. e class with which
she handled the situation the eloguence
with which she spoke was remarkable.

Unfortunately their a to their
Democratic colleagues to do the right
thing fell on deaf ears.

The day after the vote one State Repre-
sentative who voted for the bill, Jeff Plale
(D-South Milwaukee) told me "the sun

of rea-
s of the

came today and nothing has
changed." e 1s wrong. A lot has
changed.

For the first ime in recent memory a
chamber of the Wisconsin legislature
voted to disciminate against a class of
peoﬁ:h Tens of thousands of Gays and
Lesbians and their families and friends
woke up disgusted.

The State Assembly had sent a message
to the hate mongers telling them we are
second class citizens.

The sun did come up the day after the
vote, but it shined on a state that had
abandoned it's progressive tradition. Its
rays shined in the offices of Assembly
Democrats most of whom had callously
abandoned their staunchest allies.




LBGT Community Center’s Name Chosen;
Activities Already Underway

Milwaukee—Milwaukee LGBT Com-
mumity Center is the official name of the
proposed LesBiGayTrans community
center, the center’s Steering Committee
has announced. This was an important
step on the road to a community center

mn Milwaukee in the near future,
;E:L Public Relations Committee extended
thanks to all those who voted for the cen-
ter's name.

Much of the decision making process
and progress for the proposed center has
been done via regular Town Meetings of
the LGBT commumity. Milwaukee's
LBGT community is invited to the next
Town Hall Mecti(x):g to be held on Sunday,
June 8 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. m the
Stonewall Tent on the PrideFest grounds.

“This will be a great opportunity for

people to leam about the history, progress
and programs of the Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center,” said Jim Schleif, one
of the four Co-Chairs of the Steering
Committee.
_ Me}:lnllagrs of pt-ll}li last T0£ uil-[all Meet-
mg, held in April, approv € center’'s
b)ilws, and the cempcl;r recently received
its Articles of Incorporation. According to
Karen Gotzler, a Steering Committee Co-
Chair, “The bylaws and articles mean that
we are an established legal enfity, and
most importantly, we can now begin pro-
viding services as a center.” .

Looking ahead to the summer, Milwau-
kee's PrideFest will be a watershed event
for the community center. The center will
kick off its membership and findraisin,
drives at PrideFest. Individual, househol
organization, business sustaining, and
charter memberships will be offered at the
Center’s PrideFest booth. These member-
ships will be at a variety of contribution
levels with varying benefits, and begin at
$30 annually. :

According to Patrick Flaherty, a Fund-
raising Co-chair, “Becoming a center
member is like making an investment that
will yield results into the future. The goal
is to raise $26,000 by January 1, 1998,
with 350 family and business member-
ships.” This money will be used for com-
munity center facilities and programming
expenses. The Grand g of the
Cé:mct is anticipated for the begmning of
1998.

One of the most active arcas of the
Steering Committee lies in programming,
which has already organized several ac-
tivities for the LGBT community.

Laurie Guilbanlt, Co—chgilrh;;f _ﬂy: Plr)g-
gramming Committee, said that it las be-

un activ%tics well before the center has a

ilding space.

Examples of recent programs were the
Rainbow Dance for Gay youth, co-

sorship of the screening of Gay

uba at and helping organize a
rally opposing Wisconsin legislation,
AB104, which would prohibit recagnition
of same-sex marriages.

For more information, call (414) 483-
4710.
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Pride and Solutions is the
nation’s leading provider of
mental health and addictions
treatment to the lesbhian, gay
and bisexual communities.

HIV/AIDS-related stress,
depression and grief treatment

specialists.

Call Us Today
1-800-DIALGAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

Medicare and

Most Insurance Accepted

PRIDE INSTITUTE
AT SOLUTIONS

Los Angeles
(three facilities)

New York Ared
Washington, D.C.
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See Us, Read Us

‘The Wisconsin Light

proudly announces its
new Web Site

www.wilight.com

Get daily updates on important news from around the country with
our EXCLUSIVE Wisconsin Light News Ticker

Read Top Stories & Selected Articles & Features
from our Latest lssue

FLUS, Entertainment Features including:
Our "You're Invited” Calendar  The Bar Guide
Announcements ® Movie Reviews
The Book Section & Morel

Use www.wilight.com

to send us press releases, letters to the editor, ad copy,
calendar announcements, e-mail
and more!

JOIN US ON THE INFORMATION
SUPERHIGHWAY .. . POINT YOUR BROWSER TO
www.wilight.com AND LOG ON TODAY!

wiliifriT-camm i provided by Nordic Systams, a leading Wiscenpin provider of Intemet technology for businesnes everywhere

Photo: Martin Wﬂ. T

Pride Institute at Solutions
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Sunday, May 25

Preaching at 11am
In Concert at 7 pm
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WesBlazers_

WebBlazers, LLC is the

leading full service

Web Presence Provider
on the region's only direct feed
fiber optic network.

X Dedicated IP Connections for Businesses

X Complete Storefronts with Credit and Cash Processing
X Project Outsourcing and System/Network Administration
X Global Post Office services

X Video Teleconference Reflection

X Encrypted and Anonymous Services

Call Today
For More

information
414.443.1428

Website: http://www.webblazers.com
E-Mail: info@webblazers.com

: [
3 f the State Capitol to say No to
Scenes from the Rally Over 500 people gathered on the steps of the steps of : S
AB 104, Wisconsin's Anti-Gay marriage bill. The crowd heard speeches and music and chanted “Run
Tammy Run!" showing its support for Tammy Baldwin's bid for Congress. Many _of the protestors weat to
Scandals after the rally where Mike and Nancy Neumam hosted a post rally celebration.




MILWAUKEE
CLASSIC
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MILWAUKEE CLASSIC

May 24 & 25

“America’s First and Oldest Gay Softball Tournament”

Bill Meunier

Opening Saturday The SSBL opened its 20® Anniversary Season with a full slate of games at Sijan Field on
Saturday May 3. After a week playing in Madison and the Milwaukee Classic, league action retums to Sijan
on Saturday May 31". Sijan is located at 2128 S. KK (Kinnickinnic and California). First games start at
11:00 and the last games begin at around 3:00. This year the league seems to be very well balanced and there

Miller Brands Comes Through David Neville from Miller Brands presents the SSBL with a check for
$5,000 to help fund the Milwaukee Classic tournament in May and the MIST tounament the league will be
hosting in September. So when you are celebrating your favorile teams Classic weekend. don’t forget to
hoist one to the folks who helped make it possible.

will be many exciting games.

The Milwaukee Classic: A Rich History,

A Glorious Tradition

By Bill Meunier

There are many Gay and Lesbian soft
ball tournaments now, but Milwaukee can
always take pride in the fact that it is the
home of the first ever Gay Soft Ball tour-
ney.
The Milwaukee Classic didn't begin on
the fields. Actually it started when three
guys were having a drink and thinking
spring in February, 1978.

One of them came up with idea of hav-
ing a softball toumament over the Memo-
rial Day Weekend, The three of them
went to Wayne Bernhagen, owner of the
Wreck Room to see if he would sponsor
such an event.

Wayne was always ready to do whatever
he could to promote Milwaukee. He read-
ily agreed telling the three masterminds,
"Go for it."

But lining up a sponsor was easy com-
pared to the task that lay ahead. Remem-
ber we were only nine years removed from
Stonewall. Communications between Gay
communities in various cities was still fairly
new.

Yes, now we have our Gay Games, and
dozens of other Gay and Lesbian sporting
events, but back in 1978, the concept of
Gays and Lesbians going to other cities to
compete against each other was a new
one.

Add to that the fact that there had never
been a Gay softball tourney before and
you get an idea of the job the initial or-
ganizers had taken on.

No one had experience in organizing a
Gay tourney. How would teams in other
cities be located and contacted? How
would they be convinced to come?

Little did the initial Classic Committee
know but their idea was a sure fire winner.
The Classic was destined to become a
landmark event in Gay sports history.
They sent out 50 invitations to teams from
around the country.

The big breakthrough came when Richie
Diaz of New York called to say that he
would have his Eagles team play in what
was then called "The Wreck Room Clas-
sic."

Diaz was soon followed by Toronto
which announced that it would send a
team, making the Classic an international
event in just its first year.

That first classic was won by Diaz's team
after a tough batlle in the championship
game against a woman's team from La
Crosse. A Gay sporting tradition had been
bom.

Since 1986, when Bernhagen who was
suffering from AIDS asked the Saturday
Softball League to take over the Classic,
the SSBL has been running it. But no one
can or should forget the critical role that
Wayne Bemhagen played in its founding.

Recognizing that about half of the soft-

ball teams around the country were rec-
reational in nature, in 1987, the Classic
added a Recreational Division.

Like the Classic itself, the idea was an
instant hit. Boston's Club 1270 became
the first Recreational Softball team to win
a major tournament title when it defeated
New York's Spike in the championship
game.

Up until 1992, the Classic was held at
two locations, West Milwaukee Fields op
Bumham and Mitchell Park on S. 27
Street. It was a manager's nightmare
since often teams had to be shuttled from
one field to the other sometimes on very
short notice.

Nevertheless the Classic continued to
grow unfil in 1992 when with 46 teams
participating the tourney it was moved fo
Milwaukee's Wick Field on 52" and Viiet
Street. Its permanent home.

Over the years there have been many
thrilling games. Who can forget the battles
between Milwaukee's Wreck Room
Chaps and Chicago's Sidetracks in 19837
The two championship games went info
extra innings. The Chaps finally won the
titte with a nine inning victory.

Then there was the stir created when
Glen Burke, a former Major League player
for the Los Angeles Dodgers, came fo
town. Burke played for the San Francisco
Pendulum team. Not only was Burke ex-
citing to watch on the field, he was one of
the nicest guys you'd ever want to meet.

These are but two examples of many
exciting games and players brought to
Milwaukee by the Classic over the years.

Of course the weather has sometimes
provided some excitement of its own.
Conditions have ranged from balmy with
temperatures in the 70's and 80's fo a
1992 cold snap when temperatures
dropped in the teens.

Over the years players and fans have
huddied and bundled up to protect them-
selves from the cold, ran for cover in
downpours and gotten out the sun tan lo-
tion. Sometimes they've done all three in
the same tournament!

In 1996 for the first time, Milwaukee
teams had a rare double win when the
Club 219 Pride won the B Division title and
the Ball Game Rangers won the C Division
crown.

Both teams are hoping to repeat their
last year's success when on Saturday May
24 and Sunday May 25 the 1997 Classic
will be played at Milwaukee's Wick Field.
Once again there will be thriling games.
Once again we will see the camaraderie
that exists within and between teams. Old
friendships will be renewed and new ones
will begin.

The rich tradition known as the Milwau-
kee Classic continues. Be there to share
in it.

Excitement Hightens As the Time of the
Milwaukee Classic Nears

it's baaaack! It's Milwaukee's contribu-
tion to the national Gay softball scene. It's
teams from around the countr? battling at
Milwaukee's Wick Field, 52" and Viiet.
It's fun, it's excitement, it's the Milwaukee
Classic.

Since 1978, Milwaukee has proudly
hosted this annual event, the first ever
Gay Softball toumament in the country.
Over the years and name and format have
changed but the fun that is the Milwaukee
Classic has remained constant.

On Friday May 23" there will be Regis-
tration Party at the Hilton Hotel from 5:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. A manager's meeting
will follow.

The action gets underway at 9:00 a.m.
on Saturday May 24", Each team will play
a round robin against three other teams.
The results will determine the team seed-
ings for the double elimination tournament
that follows.

Using this format, the Classic is able to
guarantee each team will play a minimum
of five games.

The first round of the double elimination
rounds will be played on Saturday.

Sunday's games also begin at 8:00 a.m.
The final games will be played during the
afternoon.

The action on the field will be followed
by a banquet at Milwaukee's Serb Hall.
The banquet begins at 6:00.

But the action on the field isn't the only
action the Classic brings to Milwaukee.

There will be plenty of parties and im-
promptu victory celebrations in the bars as
well. Bars that sponsor teams in the SSBL
will be particularly popular throughout the
weekend.

This year the Classic will have 18 par-
ticipating teams. They are from Milwau-
kee, Balistreri's, the Ball Game Rangers, ,
the Club 219 Pride, the M & M Mustangs,
Mama Roux's Mama's Family, and the Tri-
angle. From the Twin Cities, the Classics,
the Ror Tax Specialists, the Twin Cities
Storm, Rumours, the Saloon Spike and
the Brass Rail Bombers. From Chicago,
Charlies, the Hitmen, North End and Side-
track. From Cincinnati the Comets and
from St. Louis Buzzards.

The tournament is divided into two divi-
sions, the Class B Division and the Class
C Division. Club 219 will compete in the
Class B while the other Milwaukee teams
slug it out in Class C.

Last year for the first time in Classic
History, two Milwaukee teams took home
first place. Club 218 won the B Division
and the Ball Game Rangers won the C Di-
vision.

"We are very pleased with this year's
field," said Classic Commissioner Tom
Salzieder. "There are a lot good teams
coming to town. The competition is going
to be really fierce."

That competition is what makes the
Classic so special. Don't miss it.

Editorial

Welcome Milwaukee Classic

Once again, Gay and Lesbian Milwaukee is in for a treatl. The annual Milwaukee
Classic Softball tournament will be held on May 24 and 25 at Milwaukee's Wrck Field.
The Milwaukee Classic was the first Gay Softball tournament held anywhere. It is

rich m tradition and history.

Over the years the Milwaukee Classic has been the site of many exciting games and
spectacular feats of athleticism. This year will be no exception. !
The Classic serves many purposes. It gives an i(ﬁppununny for players from around

the country to come together and compare their sk

s. It provides a significant boost to

Milwaukee's Les/Bi/Gay economy. It has and will again spark and renew friendships
between Gays and Lesbians in Wisconsin and those m other cites. .

In these days when our enemies try to portray us only in terms of our sex lives, the
Classic serves another purpose as well. It stands of proof of the diversity of our
community. It speaks with pride about who and what we truly are.

Of course the Milwaukee Elassic doesn't happen by itself. Over the years a number
of individuals have labored hard to make it happen. This year we are especially proud
of the efforts of Tom Salzsieder and his committee of volunteers. We owe them our
thanks. We also owe our thanks to Miller Brands and the Cream City Foundation for
the financial support they have extended to the SSBL. That support made this event

ssible.
p(}’cﬂmps the best way to thank them is to come out to Wick Field and cheer on your
favorite team or teams. There is no admission charge and watching the games 1s a
great way to spend a weekend. :

We welcome all of those who are coming to Milwaukee for the games. We hope
they enjoy themselves and the City. We believe that when we work for a common
goal, we become closer. When we strive for excellence we become stronger. When
we do both there are no losers only winners. 7 S 7 )

Our congratulations to all of the winners playing in the Milwaukee Classic.

Welcome to Milwaukee!
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SPORTSCOLUMN

Club 219, Mama Roux On a Roll In SSBL;

League Shows Balance

Milwaukee-- At the beginning of the
Saturday Soft Ball League season there
were two major questions. Would Club
218 be a strong contender again after
losing some players from last year's
championship team and would the two
new teams from Riverwest/CCF and
Mama Roux's be able to win.

After two weeks of play the answer to
both of these questions is yes. In fact the
Mama Roux's team may be the surprise of
the season as it opened play with four
consecutive victories.

Those victories were matched by four
wins chalked up by the Club 219 Pride.
While some of those games were closer
than they might have been last year there

.k

is no doubt that Club 219 is again the
team to beat for the league fitle.

Still all in all, the initial two weeks of
league play showed that the SSBL may be
more balanced than it has been in many
years. As evidence of that, the current
league standings show two teams tied for
first and four teams tied for third.

The first week of play was at Sijan Fisld.
M & M's won an exciting 20 to 16 game
over Balistreri's team. Balistreri's dug it
self a deep hole but came roaring back tc
nearly pull out a win.

Mama Roux made its first game ever a
successful debut when Mama's Family
beat M & M by a score of 17 to 7. Mama's
Family followed up that win by putting a

r

Rill Mewnie.

R

Opening Day The SSBL opened league play at Sijan Field on Saturday May 3. Shown at the top are three of
the many fans who came out to cheer for their favorites. Next is Bob Melig of the Ball Game team going
over his score book. Nextis Bob, the hunky Ball Game pitcher. YUM! Last but not least is a scene from the
League play in Madison's Olbrich park on Saturday May 10. The Ball Game team is shown in this shot.

contract out on Triangle winning 31 to 7.
Meanwhile the SSBL's other new team,
the Cream City Foundation Team won

its first game with a 9 to 8 victory over a

reconstituted In Between team.

CCF lost the next one when Balistreri's
pounded out a 22 to 4 win.

The Ball Game beat Manoeuvres by a
score of 19 fo 4, but lost to Club 219 by a
score of 23 to 12. The Rangers had dug
their way out of a hole closing to within 2
runs 12 to 10 in the fourth inning, but then
the 219 Pride pulled away.

Triangle lost it's second game of the day
:vhean Manoeuvres beat them winning 21
o 8.

On Saturday May 17, the league played
at Olbrich field in Madison. Madison fans
were treated to some very exciting soft ball
as two teams won come from behind victo-
ries in the last inning and other games
were closer than expected.

Manoeuvres opened with a convincing
17 to 5 win over In Between, but then lost
a heartbreaker when Balistreri's over-
came a 5 to 0 deficit to win a 6 to 5 victory
in the bottom of the seventh.

An injury riddled Mama's Family also
had a come from behind win when a Brad
Sponholz hit a two out, two run double in
the bottom of the seventh for a 9 to 8 win
over the Ball Game. The team from
Mama Roux's had an easier time with In
Between winning by a score of 29 to 7.

Club 219 had a tough time with Balis-
treri's winning by a margin of 13 t o 6 and
an even tougher time againstthe M & M
Club before settling the issue with a 17 to
14 victory.

The Cream City Foundation was un-
able to add a second notch to the Win col-
umn. CCF lost to M & M by a score of 18
to 2 and to The Triangle 16 to 6.

It was the Triangle's first win of the year
after having been defeated by the Ball
Game in an earlier game by a score of 20
fo 0.

The weekend of May 24 and 25 is the
Milwaukee Classic weekend so no regular
league games will be played. But you can
catch, the Ball Game, Club 219, the Trian-
gle, Mama Roux's, M & M, anduBalistren"s
in the Classic at Wick Field, 52" and Vliet.

Saturday May 31 the SSBL returns to
Sijan Field (K K and California) where it
will play for the rest of the year. Games to
be played that day are as follows:

11:00 CCF vs Riverwest
Noon Ball Game vs Club 219,
CCF vs Manceuvres
1:00 Manoeuvres vs. M & M
In Between vs Ball Game
2:00 Triangle vs In Between
Mama's Family vs Balistreri's
3:00 Triangle vs Balistreri's
Mama's Family vs M & M

League Standings as of May 17, 1997
Wins Losses
Club 219 4
Mama's Family 4
Balistreri's 2
Ball Game 2
M & M Mustangs 2
Manoeuvres 2
Cream City 1
Triangle 1
In Between 0

LHE@QWMNDNMNNO O

Past Winners of the
Milwaukee Classic

Below is a list of winners in the Mil-
waukee Classic. No classic was held in
1979 and in 1985 because Milwaukee
hosted the Gay World Series.

1975 Eagles - New York
1979 No Classic Gay World Series
1980 M & M Club - Milwaukee
1981 Wreck Room Chaps - Milwaukee
1982 Pendulum Pirates- San Francisco
1983 Wreck Room Chaps- Milwaukee
1984 Griffs- Los Angeles
1985 No Classic Gay World Series
1986 Cloud 9 Americans - Minneapolis
1987 Cloud 9 Americans - Minneapoli
Club 1270 - Boston (Rec Division)
1988 Sidetfracks Chicago
Ty's/Chelsea Transfer N.Y. (Rec)
1989 Burkhardt's Atlanta
Venture Inn - Philadelphia (Rec)
Club 1270 - Bostan (Women's)
1990 Saloon Americans - Minneapolis
Blake's Bad Boys - Atlanta (Rec)
M & M Bad Girls (Women)
Spike's Black Sox - New York
Brass Rail - Minneapolis
1992 Sidetrack - Chicage
Brass Rail Minneapolis
1993 No Classic
1994 Cat's Cinncinnati
Your Place - Milwaukee (Class C)
Granville - Chicago (Class C)
1895 Club 219 - Milwaukee
Annex Pumps - Chicago (Class C)
1996 Club 219 - Milwaukee
Ball Game (Class C)

1991

Tips for Milwaukee

Classic Fans

By Dusty Sass

Okay so you are going to take in some
of the fun at the Milwaukee Classic.
Well good for you. Here are some tips
to help you get the most out of this
year's tournament.

Parking

There is a small lot at Wick Field, but if
you are not a player please park else-
where. You have no idea how heavy
that bat bag gets at the end of the day.

Parking can be hard to come by so it's
best to arrive early to get the best
spaces.

Stay Informed

Want to know how your favorite team
is doing? No problem. The Tourney will
have an information booth. They will be
happy to tell you how your team is doing
and when they play next.

Look for the tents to find this. There
is also a first aid station in the same lo-
cation.

Dress

Obviously formal wear isn't required
for a soft ball tourney, but keep in mind
that the Wisconsin weather this time of
year is notoriously fickle. Take an extra
sweatshirt along just in case.

Also leave the spike heels at home
and wear some comfortable shoes.
You may have to do a lot of walking as
your favorite team changes diamonds
though out the day.

Tickets

There are none, admission is free.
That's right you get all this fun and no
one is going to charge you for the privi-
lege. Geez ,wonder if major league
sports heard of this concept?

Food and Drink

There are no concession stands at the
field, but there are two straight owned,
friendly bars that serve food and drink
across the street. You are of course
welcome to bring a cooler in and provide
your own.

Pictures

Honey there will be times when you
will see some big hunky player and you
will just be dying for a picture. So bring
a camera. But remember it's polite fo
ask before you snap.

Etiquette

There are no real rules for watching
games, but keep in mind that games are
going on while you'are tromping through
the outfield. So stay off the fields
please.

Also as tempting as it may be, it is
considered bad form to remind the
teams from Chicago about how good
our Green Bay Packers are and how
piss poor their Bears played this year.

Remember these guys are from other
cities are our guests, a smile and some
applause are always in order.

Watching

There are no scoreboards so in order
to find out what's happening you have to
ask either the ump or the score keeper
for one of the teams. Wait until one
team has completed batting before do-
ing this.

Also keep in mind that Wick Field is a
pretty big place. The tourney will be
using most of the diamonds there so be
prepared and willing to walk around. If
you are watching a blow out move to
another diamond. There is almost no
time when you won't see a close game
on at least one field.

And don't forget soft ball is fun but you
can get hurt even while watching. Foul
balls can go rocketing and hit people
who aren't paying attention and who are
standing too close the field.

Cheering

Feel free to cheer all the good plays
and yell like hell for that cute Center
fielder when he comes up to the plate,

But remember that when the man in
blue, (the ump for the sports impaired)
makes one of his typical bad calls, your
comments are not welcome. All you are
going to do is tee him/her off and that
;Non't help the team you are cheering
or.

Well that's about it. Enjoy one of Gay
America's premier sporting events, the
Milwaukee Classic.

See you at Wick Field

Congratulations
To SSBL
On Their

20" Anniversary!

Great Going!
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PRIDEFEST
JUNE 6,7 & 8

MILWAUKEE

pridefest 1997

PrideFest 1997 Stages

To appeal to the broadest possible tastes, each of the PrideFest stages has its own
character and flavor. The PrideFest organizers have tried to program entertainment to
meet that character. Listed below is a preliminary line-up of entertainment and per-
formers at the PrideFest stages. A more complete schedule will be published in the
LGBT press as the '97 PrideFest approaches.

Alyn Hess Sta

e
Named for a Milwaukee activist who helped fortmd%li.lwaukee’s LesBiGay move-
ment, the Alyn Hess Stage is PrideFest’s big outdoor venue and will utilize the Sum-
merfest Miller Stage. The Hess Stage will not anly offer entertainment but will host
most of the general political and special events of the festival, such as the PrideFest
pre-parade rally and the PrideFest wedding on Sunday, June 8 at 6pm.
Some of featured performers include:
Bjirn Again
Lea DeLaria & Mrs. Fun
Singsational
The Possum Queen Pageant
Pageant Productions featuring Lady Belle Bradley
stal Moon
Les Lokey Band
Dianna Jones
The BJ Daniels Revue, hosted by Lilly White featuring a variety of talent from
around the state.

Harvey Milk Stage
Sponsored by ARCW & MAP. The Harvey Milk Stage will feature dance groups, lo-
cal entertainers and a country-western Jamboree.
Some of featured performers include:
DuWanna Moore
Lilly White
Kiley West
Dressing Room Divas
Kristina
Love from the Valley
Celeste Olds

Rainbow Cafe

Sponsored by st Natural Foods. In addition to showcasing fine entertainment,
Eﬁj S];aen:dla ‘,lﬁpm DS Memorial Service and the Sunday, 10am Interfaith Service
eld here.

V(-:Eelarian food will be serveed Saturday, June 7, 11:00 am.-7:45pm and 11:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 8.
Some of featured performers include:
Mia Montenegro
Carl & Tomi
Robert N. Jones
Terri Vaun
Jonnie B.
Lu Shanti

Stonewall Tent

Sponsored by Q Voice and In Step Newsmagazine. Think of this as the festival’s
soapbox where speakers can their messages to festival-goers and where organi-
zations can meet with the LBGT nmmtmxlg.

MAP w;ll sent a mini-massage clinic here and some of the other confirmed pro-
grams include:

Elna Hickson, Jpresidem of Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays (PFLAG) will
speak Saturday, ime 7 at Ipm

Galaxy Gay Youth Organization on Saturday, June 7
Tammy Baldwin on Sunday, June 8 _ ‘
Organizers of the Milwaukee LBGT Community Center will host a Town Hall
Meeting on Sunday, June 8 from 21\-44? _ ’
Karen Gotzler, Activist & former Milwaukee Common Council Candidate
The Police Community Relations Committee, with MPD reps
Jean Paul Ranieri, who was at the 1969 Stonewall Riots .
Jamie Nabozny, who won a 1996 federal court case against the Ashland school dis-
trict for refusing to protect him from anti-Gay assaults by other students

Fine Arts Stage

Some of the confirmed programs include:

Youth Talent Show on Saturday, June 7 at 11:30am

The Fest City Singers will pert)(/)rm excerpts from their show —
Saturday, June 7 at 5: p.m.

Volleyball Tournament Awards Ceremony on Saturday, June 7 at 6pm

Gutzman Productions Presents . . . on Saturday & Sunday, time to be announced

The AfterWords/Wisconsin Light

Literary Coffeehouse

Expanded from the Literature Tent from 1996, the Literary Coffeehouse will feature
a diverse program of author readings and discussion throughout Saturday, June 7 and
Sunday, June 8. A menu of coffee, coffee drinks and other beverages, plus biscotti,
muffins, and other freshly baked treats will be available.

Some of the confirmed programs mclude:

Humorist Frank DeCar » A Boy Named Phyllis: A Suburban Memoir

A Humor Workshop offered by Jorjet Harper » Tales From the Dyke Side

Jackie Calhoun - Seasons of the Heart

Michael Craft « Flight Dreams

Jean Marcy » Cemetary Murders

Poetry Rcadmdg with Laurel Mills | f

Jeanne Amold illustrated by Barbara Lindquist + Amy Asks a Question: Grandma,

What's a Lesbian

"An Evening Out" on

Fest City Singers To
Preview Their Show
at PrideFest

The Fest City Singers will perform ex-
cerpts from their show, “An Evening
Out,” at 5:00 pm. Saturday, June 7, on
the Fine Arts S?agc. The cabaret perform-
ance will include music and dance and 1s
“a lot of fun,” according to chorus mem-
ber Sandy Lewis.

The show is being presented during
Memorial Day weekend at Cafe Melange
in Milwaukee. Peggy Lozier is music di-
rector and Tim Hess is artistic director
and choreographer.

The Fest dJily Singers was founded
about a dozen years ago, Lewis said, and
has icipated at every PrideFest since
the founding of chorus.

She calls the cabaret group 'mixed in
every sense of the word.' "Some people
would say a little mixed up.” Its best
known show is “History, Herstory,
Ourstory” by Peter Mortenson, about Gay
history from the 1950s to the present.

Free Shuttle Buses to
Provide Service to
PrideFest

Last year, you asked for shuttle service
to PrideFest. This year, vou've got it.

Two free buses will people to the
festival grounds. Buses will run continu-
ously on Saturday from 11:00 am. to
midnight, and on Sunday from 11:00 am.
to 11:00 p.m. All stops will be specially

marked.
North Route
The north route will cover the down-
town area north to Brady Street. Stops
will mclude the free county parking lot at
McKinley Marina. Sponsors of the north
route are Mama Roux Bar & American
Grill, This Is It, and Pizza Shuttle.
South Route
The south route will go through the
southside bar district, mcluding 2nd
Street and 5th Street. Sponsors of the
south route are Station 2, the Ball Game,
La Cage, Just Us, & C’est La Vie.

Dance Tent Biggest
Tent at PrideFest

It’s back, it’s popular, and it's bigger
than ever.

The Dance Tent will be three times
larger this year. PrideFest will use the
most spacious tent available — 90 by 120
feet — and will be joining it to the Ethnic
Buildings, which house two bars, In all,
this means the PrideFest grounds will be
ﬁﬂnded to the north so more people can

ce.
Deejays from around the area will spin
their favorite songs. Last year, staff
members from the Milwaukee World
Festival, the managers of the Summerfest
grounds, found it difficult to pull them-
selves away from the rhythmic beat of
dance music,
So dance all you want. We'll make
more room.

Your Best Route to
PrideFest

Take 1-94 east from Madison, 1-43
south from Green Bay, or 1-94 north
from Chicago to the 1-794 spur east m
Milwaukee’s downtown Marquette In-
terchange. )

Exit right at Plankinton Avenue (Exit
ID) or exit left at Jackson Street (Exit
IE) or exit left at Lincoln Memorial
Dnve (Exat 1F). )

Follow the green and white s‘s§ns with
red smiley faces to the Henry W. Maier
Festival Park. "

Watch highway signs for detours in
case of construction.

Bjorn Again, Bigger
than Abba, to be
Featured at PrideFest

According to the official biography of
the musical group Bjom Again, four of its
members— Agnetha Falstart, Frida Long-
stokin, Benny Anderwear, and Bjom
Volvo-us—surfaced in 1989 after their
helicopter and a giant glitery platform
shoe from outer space collided, leaving
them stranded on a deserted island. They
were rescued and taken to nearby Mel-
bourne, Australia, with tolal amnesia, ex-
cept for some beautiful melodies running
around inside their heads.

To find themselves, they teamed up
with Rutger Sonofagunn on bass and Ola
Drunkit on drums, and set off to search
for their past, perform catchy songs, and
preaching the values they fell were lack-
mg in the 90s: love, kindness, and good
fashion sense.

“For a while,” the biography says, “‘eye-
ryone mistook them for the Swedish su-
per .ﬁm“p Abba since they looked,
sounde

>d, and behaved so much like them,
but of course they were not — they were
Bjorn Again.”

They will bring their music, love, kind-
ness, and good fashion sense to Pride-
Fest’s Alyn Hess Stage at 9:00 p.m. on
Saturday, June 7.

In 195{1, Abba member Bjorn Ulvaeus
sent the band a tele : “Best of luck.
Anyone who looks like me ought to have
a successful carcer.” In fact, Bjorm Agam
has toured more extensively than Abba,
presenting 1,200 shows in 30 countries
over eight years. Bjorn Again has per-
formed at European rock festivals along-
side Nirvana, B Adams, Bon Jowi, the
Beach Boys, and James Brown.

In 1996, Bjorn Again headlined Lon-
don’s Gay Pride Festival and played in
front of more than 300,000 people. The
band also performed at the Cannes Film
Festival in 1994, and last year at the ce-
lebrity party for the United Kingdom
premuer of the film “Independence Day.”

Bartenders’ Contest
to be Held Again at
PrideFest

Bartenders from across the state will
compete agamst each other to provide
brew to the most customers from 7:00 to
10:00 pm. Friday, June 6. The winner
will receive a $250 cash prize and a tro-

phy.

The bartenders will work i the Miller
beer pods at the Alyn Hess Stage. Up to
24 bartenders can enter the contest.

“It's much more fun than an actual
contest,” says Susan Cook, PrideFest co-
director, “because you can never control
where the crowd is going to flow.”

Still, winning is a matter of pride — and
perhaps customer loyalty. When the con-
test was held two years ago, Steve Byers
from Just Us won.

ADMISSION

PRICES

Five Ways to Enter
PrideFest

I. A $5 general admission ticket at

the gate.

2. A §12 three-day pass, available in
advance or on Friday at the ticket
booths. !

3. Free admission Saturday and |
Sunday from 11:00 am. to 2:00
p-m. when you wear an advance-
sale PrideFest pin.

4. Proud Crowd members get free
admission every day, any time,
when you present your Pride Card
at the gate.

5. Free admission on Sunday, June 8
from 2:00-4:00pm with your
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Press Card.
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The Pink Triangle

By Terry Boughner

At this PrideFest celebration, as at all
the others, the Pink Triangle will be much
m evidence. You'll see it everywhere: on
T-shirts, on pins and signs, emblazoned
on banners and flags. What does it mean?

Most people, I think, know that it sym-
bolizes the Holocaust; that Gay men were
forced by the Nazis to wear it as a bol
of their degradation. But is that it? Is that
all of it?

Let me tell ml‘l)a story that I have culled
from my notebooks, a story I heard from a
Gay survivor in Panis in 1978. _

It was hj?spe med lh?om‘:rh evening. BA
breeze wi T £ . By
nightfall there would rain, R lonely

church bell in the distance rang out the

hour of eight.

The prisoners had been assembled. The

uard was making his count. Suddenly

ere was a commotion. Two were not
there. A recount was made, but nothing
changed. Two of the prisoners were
missing,

A search wamlickly mounted. The vast
camp echoed with the thundering sound of
booted feet and the angry barking of the
dogs. Whatever had happened, the two
couldn’t get far. No one had ever escaped
from the Lager at Dachau.

In ten mmutes, maybe less, two men
were hauled before the assembled camp.
One was a man of indelenminate years,
1all, big-boned and stocky. The other was
younger, in his teens or perhaps, early
20s. It was hard to tell. He'd been beaten
oo badly.

Both were wearing the prsoner's
stripped uniforms, designating them as
cnemics of society and the state. One,
however, was different. The younger man,
like hundreds of others in that camp, had a
pink triangle pinned to his jacket. Nobody
nceded them. They were all expendable.

The guards screamed and shouted and
called the two of them names. The older
one stood impassively. The younger one
had slumped to his knces. He was beyond
caring. A guard took a pistol and shot him
through the head.

It was then that the older man knelt be-
side his fallen companion and cradled him
mto his arms. From the youth’s jacket, he
tore the pink triangle and placed over his
heart. He too, was shot dead.

According to the story that later made
the rounds of the camp, the older man was
a priest, one of many dissident clergy who
had been sent to Dachau. He had found
the young man, beaten and nearly dead in
back of one of the barracks. Nearby there
was a faucet which only the guards were
allowed to use.

The priest went and got a little water
from the spigot and gave it to the young
man (o drink. This is what was happening
when the guards found them.

The Gay survivor who told me this story
ol Dachaun (and many others as well),
said it had taught him a lesson. Many
~ugc. he said, ask how God could have
et Dachau and the other camps happen?
Had God deserted human kind”

But Dachau wasn’t about God, he
thought. Dachau was about individuals
and the choices that they make,

Even in a hell hole like Dachau, people
could make choices. Even in that prison,
they were still free. Individually, they
could choose evil, or, like the priest, they
could choose good. The price could be
ternble, but sometimes the price for
choosing goodness over evil is great in-
deed.

That is the lesson my informant took
from the incident. The lesson | took from
whallrhc told me is about the Pink Triangle
iselt.

There are those who say that the Pink
Triangle or the Black Triangle, are badges
of shame, put upon us by the Nazs.
Therefore, we should not use or wear
them. I disagree.

The Pink or Black Triangle may have
begun as a badge of shame, but it
changed. The Trangles are a symbol of
our ability to endure all kinds of suffering
and horror for being bom who we are.

The Tnangles are symbols of choice,
ot as to sexual orientation, but the choice
o stand up before the Throne and all hu-
nan kind and say, I am me and damn it,
['m proud of that!”

The Pink or Black Triangle are symbols
of the fact that, though there are those
who think “society can survive without
homosexuals,” we have defeated them.
We do exist and will continue to exist;
that we are LGBT 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week; that we are not deﬁneg by any
behavior or act. From that which is beauti-
ful in all of us, we will continue to create.

‘The German Nazs are in the dustbin of
history, but we have survived. The Trian-
gles symbolize that. They symbolize that
we are a great and glorious people, a long-
suffering people, a people who ask nolﬁ-

' homosexuals, Han Yue strives to

{ngmoreoflifethantobealluwed to
ove.

And this is our choice in this Dachau of
a world. We can choose to love, choose to
fulfill our beings, or we can choose to “go
with the flow” and hide. That priest at
Dachau could have chosen to hide, chosen
to walk on by. He chose differently. He
chose to give a little bit of cool water to a
m%m He chose, too, to assume the

1 riangle at the cost of his life.

The man I was interviewing that day in
Paris said the gﬂ&ﬁ, like the ‘ﬁ}mg Gay
man, had died. I don’t believe that, not for

set up in late 1992. But he is skeptical of

recent official attempts to publicize the

existence of homosexuality in China.
“The n talk a how hard it

instant. - ewspapers C :
glo:l for 1033‘3 e pgigs?n .,s‘;'f mu;f 8233 is abroad, about how Gays in America and
sion to show love—to chose it, if you will. Europe are but they never talk

They are not dead. They live now abun-
dantly. I believe that.

The Triangles symbolize all of that and
more.

As Others Celebrate Their Pride, Gays in
People’s China Live in Dread

Beijing, China— Like most Chmg
secret from all but a close circle of Gay
friends. Like others, his biggest fear is
thaé someone, someday, might find out he
is Gay. A

“TI've lived with this deep fear of dis-
covery for years, and it knocks all the
sell~confidence out of you," he says,
looking much older than his 32 years.
“Now [ just feel inferior."

Han Yue, a pseudonym, has been ar-
rested twice. Once the police beat him and
then informed his boss, costing him a
promising job as a clerk at the Mmistry of
Culture,

His first homosexual encounter at 16
was snatched in the dark during a violent
earthquake in 1976 that knocked out Bei-
jing's electricity supply. _

Subsequent encounters took place in
parks, toilets and once at the so-called

"Democracy Wall" in Beijing which, he
says, was a favored meeting point for Gay

men during the brief democracy move-
ment in 1979,

Han Yue is unsure of how many sexual
pariners he has had, but he knows the fig-
ure is high. He knows he has never used a
condom and he knows, but does not care,
about AIDS. ) _

“"Most of us think, "The sooner I get it,
the sooner I'll be dead,” he said. ~"We
wouldn't think like that if we hadn't been
huit so badly." )

Now he shares a cramped Beijing flat
with his mother. But he leaves every Lu-
nar New Year-Chma's equivalent of
Christmas when families come together -
because his elder brother a few years back
stumbled across a private diary recording
his homosexual encounters.

“If I'm there at New Year my brother
will eat, then hell drink, then he could
start talking about me and I would be fin-
ished," he says.

In secret, he attends "‘Men's World,"
China's first support group for Gay men

about how hard it is for Chinese homo-
sexuals," he said. “"We don't live like hu-
man beings. We live the life of ghosts."

The Forest of Ghosts also is the title
for a book Han Yue has written recalling
his experiences and those of Gay friends.
Stories of arrest and beatings at the hands
3;” the police that, he says, happen every

y.

The book includes a particularly dis-
turbing passage describing the amest and
rape of on¢ of his Gay companions b
members of the People's Militia, the vol-
unteer civilian force that often patrols
homosexual haunts.

"It broke him," Han Yue recalls. ""He
wanted to commit suicide."

_ The Fo;'_est of Ghosts has attm% the
interest of a state-run publishing in
south China's ﬁeewheeﬂll% Hainan Prov-
mce, but so far the company's managers
say the book is too sensitive to put on the
market,

_To Han Yue, their decision comes as
little surprise. "“This is still China," he
said. 'l reallwvc my country like I love
my mother, she's not perfect and in
gomerespectslhaxeherml.hallmy
cﬂl."

Articles reprinted from “Pride
Guide '97” with permission from
PrideFest, Inc.

All articles written by Sue Burke.
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Take Pride.
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A Literary Coffeehouse at PrideFest

An exciting array of author appearances, poetry readings, writers' workshops and
other h‘ter§ programs will & jfound in :ﬁ’ A%mrds/Wfsmns:’n Light Lgemv
Coffechouse Saturday June 7 and Sunday June 8 at PrideFest '97.

Stop in for the Coffee, Stay for the Authors!

The Afterwords/Wisconsin Light Literary Coffechouse expands upon the extremely

successful Afterwords Literature Tent at last year's PrideFest to mclude a beverage

stand offering a wide sclection of coffees, mochas, cold beverages and bakery items m

addition to the scheduled literary events. o ‘
Festival goers are keeping fingers crossed that weather conditions for this year's

PrideFest that skies will be sunny and temperatures warm and pleasant, but regardless

(&l‘ L]I;nc l\:w:athar. plenty of hot coffee can be found at the Afterwords/Wisconsm Light
offechouse.

Saturday, June 7

Jackie Calhoun, Seasons of the Heart )
also at 1:00 Leshian & Gay Humor Workshop presented by Jorjet Harper

1:00

2:00  Robert Rodi, int Boy

3:00  Joret Harper, Tales From the Dyke Side

4:00  Laurel Mills, I Sing Back - A Poetry Reading

5:00  Milwaukee Poets - An Open Mike

7:00  Frank DeCaro, A Boy Named Phyllis: A Suburban Murder
* %

Jackie Calhoun
Afterwords is pleased that Wisconsin-native and best-selling Naiad author Jackie Cal-
l‘l{ml:ll:! will for the second year start things off, reading from her latest novel, Seasons of
the Heart.

Seasons of the Heart is Calhoun's eighth novel. Among Jackie's other titles are
Love or Money, Triple Exposure, Friends and Lovers and Lifestyles. In addition to
her many novels, Calhoun also has stories in four of Naiad Press's popular anthology
series including The Romantic Naiad and The First Time Ever.

Jorjet Harper

Also at 1:00 Afterwords is pleased offer a mculaﬂ special program offered by
popular Lesbian colummist, Jorjet Harper. Lesbian and Gay Humor - A Workshop of-
fers a unique opportunity to explore writing comedy. This workshop 1s free and open
to all interested individuals. Space is limited, advance registration 1s available at Af-
terwords Bookstore & Espresso Bar.

Following the workshop, Jorjet Harper will read from her latest collection of humor,
Tales From the Dyke Side. Harper 1s a self-described Lesbomaniac, a term she has
comed to express her enthusiasm and delight for all things Lesbian, Described by Alli-
son Bechdel as "smart, hilarious and depraved”, Jorjet Harper delights in finding humor
in daily Lesbian life, whether offering her unique perspective on the Clintons or sing-
ing a parody of "West Side Story," "Martina, Martina".

Robert Rodi

Following his arrival on the Gay literary scene with the outrageous debut novel Fag
Hag, Robert Rodi has become one of the most popular and best-selling Gay authors in
Amcrica. The Wisconsin Light and Afterwords are especially pleased to welcome
Robert Rodi for an author appearance at the Literary Cofiechouse at PrideFest on Sat-
urday, June 7 at 2:00pm.

Robert Rodi's appearance follows the release of his sixth novel, Kept Boy and the
release in paperback of Rodi's hilarious Drag Queen, as well as writing a novel based
upon the popular film, The Birdcage.

Rodi wall read from his latest novels, talk about Gay writing and publishing, and, of
course, sign copies of his books.

Poetry Programs
_ Late aftemoon will find the Afterwords/Wisconsin Light Literary Coffeehouse host-

mg poetry readings. e ; i :
Laurel Mills aﬂpeanmce coincides with the publication of her forth collection of po-
ems, I Sing Back - the enduring love of two women.
A Wisconsin native, Laurel Mills' first collection, The Gull is My Diving Rod was
awarded Outstanding Achievement Honors from the Wisconsin Library association.
Her poems have also appeared in such publications as Ms. and Yankee.

Mills will read at 4:00pm. ) |
Following Ms. Mills will be a Poetry "Open Mike". Any and all interested Gay and
Lesbian poets will have the op: mmnTlﬁDal PrideFest to read their works. Local poet
Carmen Alicia Murgia will co-host. se mterested can sign-up in advance by con-
tacting Afterwords Bookstore.

Saturda th Aﬁsrankdge“(;aru in Light Li Coffeeh i

Highlighti y at the TWOT! isconsin L1 terary Coffechouse is
Gay%ﬁ% Frank DeCaro, author of the hilarious best-selling, A Boy Named
Phyllis - A Suburban Memoir, reading at 7:00 p.m.

Frank DeCaro's irreverent weekly column "Frank's Place” was one of the first openly
Gay columns to run in a major daily | WL New York's Newsday.

Following young Frank Iﬂmugh dhood and his painful teenage years, A Boy
Named Phyllis is by tums poignant and hilarious, qﬂ‘enng a glimpse mto the world of
a boy struggling with his emerging identity and his ma ca%)ed Italian family. The
working class mecca of Little Falls, New Jersey - "twenty-five minutes and a world
g]\:rlay from Manhattan" - was not ideal for a Gay teenage boy to acknowledge his sexu-

Y.

A Boy Named Phyllis portrays the wackiness and wonder not only of the seventies,

but of coming of age in Suburban America.

Sunday, June 8
Writing Gay Murder - A Mystery Panel
featuring Michael Craft, Flight Dreams
Jean Marcy, Cemetery Murders
Mark Zubro, Rust on the Razor
No Kidding Around : LGBT Titles for Children & Young Adults
featuring Jeanne Amold & Barbara Lindquist, Amy Asks a Question
Voices From Milwaukee _ :
featuring Afterwords Gay & Lesbian Writers' Group
Will Fellows, Farm Boys

1:00

3:00
5:00
7:00

* %

Mystery-lovers, both Gay and Lesbian will find their way to the Literary Coffechouse
at 1:00 on Sunday, June 8 for a Mystery Writers' Panel : Writing Gay Murder featuring
Mark Zubro, Michael Craft and Jean Marcy, the combined pen name for Jean
Hutchinson and Marcy Jacobs.

Veteran mystery writer Mark Zubro is the author of ten mysteries including Rust on
the Razor, the sixth book in his extremel poglula: Tom & Scott series, This series is
set in Chicago and feature as sleuths a Gay high school teacher, Tom and his lover
Scott, a professional baseball player. Later this summer will find the publication of
"The Truth Can Get You Killed," Zubro's most recent entry Paul Tumer mystery.

Flight Dreams is Michael Craft's first Mark Manning Mystery. Nearly seven years
ago, socialite Helena Carter disappeared without a trace. In a few short months she
will be declared legally dead. Investigative reporter Mark Manning may be the only
person who believes her alive. But can he discover the truth?

For Younger Readers
At 3:00 pm., The Literary Coffeehouse will feature a discussion of Gay and Lesbian
books for younger readers. With the help from P-Flag and Gay Fathers, many may be
surprised to discover many books available for children and young adults beyond clas-
sic titles Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy's Roommate.
This program will feature a reading and presentation from Jeanne Amold and Barbara
Please See Coffee House Page 22
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SCHED ULE OF EVENTS
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pridefest 1997
Fridav. June 6 Saturday continued...
Al Hy 2 S 7:00 - 8:00 Dynasty Divas - featuring the reigning “Divas”
? yn de:smtlfg:ming 6 on the circuit including Miss
ponsored by e Gav Wi :

5:30 - 6:30 John McGivern, Comedian - From the Big W ISt pudt grosm Iioigery
Lake to the Big Lights of LA, John comes back -
to his hometown for an hour of fun. ?ar"g ?‘ltl:k::agi b e

30 - 7- : : i e ot ponsored by the Milwaukee rojec
5130 ~1:00 gi_xan Cl_ark, S'mge.r T gl g ot A 1:00 - 3:00 Cream City Squares - Learn to dance with the
isconsin artist will surely be a crowd pleaser. :
4 ! : ; : : : best as the Cream City Squares walk you
7:00 - 8:30 Singsational - A PrideFest favorite, this song e 3
: S 5 ough the steps with Square Dance lessons.
group will get toes tappin’ and hands clappin 3:00 - 4:00 Crean City Squstes -

8:30 - 10:45 Possum Queen - Friday night’s Main Event: ' 7

A real down-on-the farm performance.

The final show of the Possum Queen . ; . :

il : G 4:00 - 5:00 America On Tour - American pagentry system
competition and crowning of the winner. ¢

=5 brings you the best from near and far.
Contestants have been raising funds for AIDS 5:00 - 6:00 Dressing R Di She’ hat look! An
service providers for five weeks and the crown el rqs?.mgh oomf el g:)t ; ‘r;: o b
will be passed to the one who raised the most - SEUHEE e et S e oI ik
- but they are all winners in our book! local area.
6:00 - 8:00 LOV from the Valley - Talented impersonators

Satur day, June 7 from the Fox Valley of Wisconsin.
Alyn Hess Stage
Sponsored by Miller Brewing Co. Afterwords/Wisconsin Light Literary

11:00 - 2:00 TBA _ Coffee House

2:00 - 3:00 Stardust - An all-female band from Milwaukee Sponsored by AfterWords Bookstore and Wisconsin
with blues, jazz, country and rock & roll Light
sound. 1:00 - 2:00 Jackie Calhoun - “Seasons of the Heart” AND

3:00 - 3:30 Shoreline Dancers - Put on your boots and get Lesbian & Gay Humor: A Workshop presented
ready for some fast-steppin’ line dancing. by Jorjet Harper

3:30 - 4:00 Lu Shanti - A PrideFest favorite returns to the 2:00 - 3:00 Robert Rodi - “Kept Boy”

Alyn Hess Stage with full voice power. 3.00 - 4:00 Jorjet Harper - “Tales from the Dyke Side &

4:00 - 5:00 Pageant Productions - A line-up of some of Lesbomania”

Wisconsin’s most talented performers, 4:00 - 5:00 Laurel Mills - Poetry Reading
including Mr. and Miss Gay Wisconsin. “] Sing Back”

5:00 - 6:00 Krystalmoon - This five-piece band will keep 5-00 - 7:00 Poetry Reading - Open Mike
the crowd hot even as the sun goes down. hosted by Carmen Alicia Murguia

6:00 - 7:00 Framing Amy - An all-female five-piece group | [7:00_8:00 Frank De Caro “A Boy Named Phyllis - A
with a refreshing change of pace. Suburban Memoir”

7:00 - 8:00 Special Announcements

8:00 - 9:00 Lea DelLaria - The one and only “OUT- Rainbow Cafe
ragiously” hilarious comedian, Lea takes the Sponsored by Outpost Natural Foods
Alyn Hess by storm! _ 1:00 - 1:30 Lomont Richardson - R&B soloist with passion

9:00 - 10:00 Bjorn Again - Saturday night’s Main Event. in his voice.

With the look, sound and feel of the Swedish 2:00 - 2:30 Basia Rompa, Comedian - Two, two, two
;ct, Bjorn Again is "ABBA-esque™ at its very loves in one. A humorous look at the Bisexual
est! life.

10:15 - 10:30 Fireworks - sponsored by the Miller Brewing‘ 2:30 - 3:30 Mia Montenegro - With strong style and heart-
Co. and featuring the one and only Bartollota’s felt lyrics, Mia’s got a unique style you won't
Fireworks Company. want to miss.

10:30 - 11:45 Les Lokey Band - Familiar and original, let Les | 1'3:30 _4.00 Carl Chadek & Tami Rentmeester - Broadway
Lokey rock the night away. comes to Milwaukee with a series of songs and

dance.
Fine Arts & Children’s Stage 4:00 - 4:30 Terri Vann - A little bit of guitar picking and
Sponsored by The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel song from Little Rock Arkansas.

11:30 - 1:30 Youth Talent Show - featuring some of 4:30 - 5:00 Corles & Terri - Members of the famous song
Wisconsin’s up-and-coming artists. Guest group, Singsational, they bring you some of
presentation by Jamie Nabozny. your favorites.

1:30 - 3:00 Gutzman Productions Presents... 5:00 - 6:00 Jeff Jennings - A longtime PrideFest favorite
Join in on the fun as par: Ody is mixed with the male pop singer_ Past Mr. Gay Wisconsin.
sounds of a Broadway musical. 6:00 - 7:00 AIDS Memorial Service - Celebrate the lives of

3:00 - 5:00 Black Magic - A mix of African American those who have gone before us. Service
performers bringing you the best in live action officiated by Brother Stephen Braddock. Music
music drama. provided by Fest City Singers

5:00 - 5:45 Fest City Singers - Performing excerpts from 7:00 - 7:30 Robert Nugent Jones - Original pop style
their show, “An Evening Out.” enhanced with unique upbeat dancing and

6:00 - 7:00 Volley Ball Tournament Awards singing.

Teams who competed in the Miller 7:30 - 8:00 Johnnie B., Comedian - Quick wit and

Lite/PrideFest Volleyball Tournament get a
chance to honor the top-playing teams.

perception of the “alternative lifestyles™ breaks
down the myths associated with gay people.
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J 0% a Wp | Sunday continued. .. _
% 6:00 - 8:00 Mystique Magic - A revue featuring some of
AT e P R l D E F E ST Wisconsin’s top male performers.
v e e
a Harvey Milk Stage
. ;//E re lce SCH ED U lE - CONTlNU ED Sponsored by Milwaukee AIDS Project
2:00 - 4:00 La Cage Showcase - A kick-off of the new
pridefest 1997 beginnings from the famous dance club, La
- Cage.
Salunisy contimer 4:00 - 5:00 Ms. Kristina & Friends - The current Ms. Gay
Stonewall Tent h Wisconsin shows how she won her title.
Sponsored by Q-Voice and InStep Newsmagazine 5:00 - 6:00 Lady Di & Friends - A showcase of talent from

12:00 - 1:00 Chair Massage Therapy - provided by Konosha and Raciiio Wiseonsas
volunteers from the AIDS Resource Center of = . 6
Wisconsin 6:00 - 7:00 bAr'nenca 01:h Tc:)urt- fz:nrl:r:lc;:rn znaggry system

h00=200 "PPfr.s i = {iysns’ dincusson 7:00 - 8:00 NT:;;S; g)?llflarae - ;iien(c;s from our Green Bay
facilitated by Elna Hickson, PFLAG- area bring you their talented impersonators.
Milwaukee. Followed by a question and answer
period. g Tt -

2:00 - 3:00 Log Cabin Club - A “Get to Know Us” session Afterwords/ Wisconsin Light Literary
hosted by LGBT Republicans. Coffee House

3:00 - 4:00 “Baby Steps & Giant Leaps: Taking Your Next | | 1:00 - 3:00 Writing Gay Murder - A Mystery Panel
Steps Out of the Closet” - Whether you're just featuring: Michael Craft, Flight Dreams; Jean
getting started or have been out for years, there March, Cemetery Murders; Mark Zubro, Rust
is always another step to take. Presented by on the Razor and Another Dead Teenager
Paul Wesselmann, Stone Soup Seminars, 3:00 - 5:00 No Kidding Around: LGBT Titles for Children
Madison, WL and Young Adults featuring Jeanne Arnold &

4:00 - 5:00 “Creating Successful Support Systems for Barbara Lindquist, Amy Asks a Question
LGBT Youth in Rural Communities.” hosted 5:00 Voices from Milwaukee — featuring
by Gay Alliance for La Crosse Area Youth AfterWords Gay and Lesbian Writers’ Group
(GALAXY) | 7:00 Will Fellows, “Farm Boys” _

5:00 - 5:30 Senior Action In a Gay Environment (SAGE) - Rainbow Café
A “Get to Know Us” session covering issues of Sponsored by Outpost Natural Foods
concern for older LGBT people. 2:00 - 2:30 Basia Rompa, Comedian - Two, two, two

5:30 - 6:00 Dignity - A “Get to Know Us” session hosted loves in one. A humerous look at the Bisexual
by GLBT Catholics. life.

6:00 - 7:00 “l Was There: A Personal Account of the 2:30-3:30 Mia Montenegro - With strong style and heart-
Stonewall Riots” The facts behind the legends felt lyrics, Mia’s got a unique style you won’t
by Jean Paul Ranieri who saw and partook in want to miss.
the riots as events unfolded after police raided 3:30-4:30 Robert Nugent Jones - Original pop style
Greenwich Village’s Stonewall Inn in 1969. enhanced with unique upbeat dancing and

singing.
Sun day, June 8 4:30 - 5:00 Carl Chadek & Tami Rentmeester — Broadway
Alyn Hess Stage comes to Milwaukee with a series of songs and
Sponsored by Miller Brewing Co. danc.e' - : e

11:00 - 1:00 TRA : 5:00 - 5:30 Terri Vann —.Allttle bit of guitar picking and

1:00 - 3:00 AWARDS - Presentation of the Community 530600 ?;%ezr;m_rﬁlf m‘;ﬁb::?:}s;sé o e
Service, Stonewall and Lifetime Achievement ) ; . : ; 8
Awards; parade awards; announcements 5:) i?%;fi%gmmh they bring you-some of

3:00 - 4:00 Josie Santiago - High energy and hea : : : : : - :
percussion \iill bring the crggwd to itsvf?t’aet. = HO0 jat Jennmgs FeudoRgtune PndeFfzst fav.ome

4:00 - 5:00 Sometimes Y - Eclectic pop with crisp, guitar . ; ingle poplsmger.‘Past oo Gay pYie ons
drivest Hhythiss) progiesiive peccission, 7:00 - 8:00 Lu Shanti - A Pndf?Fest favopte returns to the
thunderous bass and sensitive, haunting vocals ot Ece Stago with (Ul voice power.
that tightrope the balance between playful and
introspective songs. Stonewall Tent

5:00 - 6:00 Dianna Jones - Song with a variety, from rock Sponsored by Q-Voice and InStep Newsmagazine
to country. A longtime favorite at PrideFest. 1:00=2:00 How to Organize a Political Campaign

6:00 - 7:00 Wedding Ceremony - An interfaith service Presented by Bill Dempsey, Laurie Ggﬂbault
celebration as couples and Tammy Johnson of the Human Rights

7:00 - 8:00 True H i ini S

- / mf;ls wit:gr; i;mj 2 foml{l&r_;g elean:l:rlts of hard | [ 2:00 - 4:00 Community Center Town Hall Meeting —
ssical sensibility, warmly izer’ : ’ " :
textured vocals and insightful lyrics. Simply greﬁ?:rmpe:o;eg mig?ée;%iﬂioaﬁmy
stunning! attend. Feasibility report, by-laws and
8:00 - 10:30 E:s?ezngelsLﬁ?lew'— A PrideFest tradition nominations for Board of Directors to be
y Lilly White. covered.
. 4:00 - 5:00 “From the halls of School to the halls of
Fine Arts & Children’s Stage Justice.” The accounts of terror in the
Sponsored by Milwaukee Journal Sentinel classroom which led to a historic legal victory

11:00 - 12:30 Charles D. Productions Presents.... Featuring for gay youth everywhere. Presented by Jamie
some of Milwaukee’s finest entertainers. Nabozny.

12:45 - 1:30 Cream City Chorus -'An all-time favorite 5:00 - 6:00 “History of the Gay Veterans Movement” with

_ choral group from Milwaukee. a presentation by James C. Darby, President

1:30 - 3:00 Gutzman Productions Presents. .. GLB Veterans of America
Join in on the fun as parody is mixed with the 6:00 - 7:00 “I Was There: A Personal Account of the
sounds of a Broadway musical. Stonewall Riots” The facts behind the legends

3:00 - 6:00 Dynasty Divas - featuring the reigning “Divas” by Jean Paul Ranieri who saw and partook in
on the circuit including Miss the riots as events unfolded after police raided
Gay Wisconsin and past crown holders Greenwich Vi.“ﬂ&e,s Stonewall Inn in 1969.




Lea Deleria the nationally known Lesbian comic headlines the PrideFest line up

Lea DelLaria, Nationally Known Comic, Is to
Be Featured at PrideFest ‘97

She might not be the ﬁl you want to
take home to maother, feel free to
bring your mother with you to see Lea
DeLana on the Alyn Hess Stage at 8:00
pam. Saturday, June 7. What she says
might not shock you — we’ve all had
those thoughts before — except that she
says it out loud, on stage, and in front of

thousands of people!
e’s a Big Dyke
and Proud Of It.

DeLaria is not the girl next door. In
fact, she’s not even allowed in the neigh-
borhood. She is a stand-up comic, musi-
cian, actor, and civil rights activist whose
brash comedic style has landed her in the
national spotlight. She was the first
%nly Gay comic on national television

en she a on “The Arsenio Hall
Show” and when she hosted Comedy
%nml‘s first all-Gay special, “Out
ere.

DeLaria a as the recurring char-
acter Detective Pat Poletti on ABC's
“Matlock” and as bartender Loreli on
NBC’s “The John Laroquette Show.” She
appears i the movie First Wive’s Club
with Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn, and Di-
ane Keaton.

Her professional career began as soon
as she moved to San Francisco, where she
started performing immediately. She
joined a local women's theater, where she

wrote e‘f:lays and acted. Meanwhile she
worked in construction to pay the bills.

Her first stand-up gig was in April,
1992. She tmmediately became a hit in
the LBGT community with her combina-
tion of brash in-your-face humor and
melodic bee-bop jazz. She played to audi-
ences across the country and became an
award-winning favorite. »

The altemative press began noticing
DelLaria, and articles appeared in Paper,
The Village Voice, and MS. She won a
regional Emmy Award for a series enti-
tled, “The World According to US,”
which aired on Boston’s WGBH.

The visibility of Lesbians led to a seg-
ment on ABC’s “20/20” about the Les-
bian community in North Hamfp(on,
Mass., which included a portion of De-
Lana’s stand-up act.

Appearances on “The Arsenio Hall
Show” and “Comedy Central” quickly
followed; as well as a Christmas show on
Great Britain’s Channel 4.

DeLaria has been on Rolling Stone’s
Hot List and has been featured m articles
in Time, Newsweek, Entertainment
Weekly, and People. In fact, she was the
first open lesbian featured in People. She
has also appeared on ABC’s “Day One.”
CNN’s “Showbiz Today,” and A&E’s
“Evening at the Improv.”
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History Tent at PrideFest is New, Revised,

and Bigger Than Ever

When it first appeared at the 1995

| PrideFest, the Milwaukee History Exhibit

caused a stir. Panels displaying articles,
flyers, posters, announcements and
memorabilia of the LBGT commumity
sparked old memories and reminded
yohgggr people of what can be accom-

The éxhibil_ also invited viewers to
make suggestions, provide additional m-

formation, or suggest le who de-
served credit for l:hggu wr?g('i)gnions.

“We've mcorporated some of that”
says Jamakaya, the historian working on
this year’s exhibit. “We revised some of
the old panels, and we created new ones
for 1995 and 1996.”

In addition, she and other people found
some old phomgxaghs and items that will
be added. “We’re hoping to have two or
three new els just with new photos,
ka\lrisuals,v gn highlights of events,” Jama-

said.

e adds, “Even le who went
through it last time, I think, will be inter-
ested m seeing the new stuff.”

l'Iilgdljlisl_.ory Exhibit, wgledl will b‘{z‘ dis-
played m its own tent, 1s bemg paid for m
by the Cream City I-gmmdation‘s
CCF) 1997 grant to PrideFest. The ex-
hibit will have plenty of space so people

can take their time, study the panels, sit,
and reflect.

“For too long, our history has been re-
written or elimmated by those who would
rather see us back in the closet,” says
Scott Gunkel, CCF’s Grant Commitice
chair. “By making sure our history is told
and seen by as many Lgcuplc as possible,
soclety cannot deny the valuable contri-
butions and significant gains made by
mj:mbaeﬁ of our community.”

amakaya agrees. “It’s also important

for the non-Gay penﬂl];'twho are alllz;giug
to see the kind of history we have, the
struggles we've had over the years, and
how we’ve created our own culture and
community.,
_The exhibit starts with local events be-
fore the New York City Stonewall Riots,
and after 1970, dedicating a panel to each
year. In addition, separate panels list al-
most every Gay-related organization in
Milwaukee since the 1960s, some now
defunct; nearly every Gay bar; and the
awards given out over the vears along
with the recipients.

“It was simply impossible to incorpo-
rate the names of every group or bar or
outstandmg mndividual for each year,”
Jamakaya says, “but it's an important part
of the exhibit.”

The Wisconsin Pride Parade “97:
Ride, March, or Wave and Cheer

Parades have been a tradition of Pride
celebrations since the Stonewall Rebel-
lion.This year’s Wisconsin Pride Parade
will stf:&oﬁ' at noon Sunday, June 8, and
follow the same route as last year.

It will leave the North Gate, head north
on Harbor Drive to Michigan Avenue;
west on Michigan Avenue to Cass Street;
north on Cass street to Wisconsin
Avenue; west on Wisconsin Avenue to
Water Street; south on Water Street to
Chicago Street; and east on Chicago
Street to Harbor Drive. On-site parade
workers will help line wup parade
participants, and registered groups will
get detailed instructions with their
confirmation letter.

Marching units can enter the parade for
a $30 fee until June 1; $40 afterwards.
Cars and floats can enter for $25 until
June |; $35 afterwards. For entry ifor-
mation, call the PrideFest office at (414)
272-FEST.

Individual marchers are free. Indi-
viduals may join any of the marching
Ecmps. Join in at the end of the parade, or

e the streets to wave and cheer
marchers.

Dykes on Bikes mvites anyone with a
motorcycle to help them lead the parade.
For more information, call Deb Procknow
at Just Us tavem, (414) 383-2233, or visit
the tavern at 807 S. 5th St.. Milwaukee.
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Prizes will be awarded for the first place
marching umit, first place float, first place
car, and special creativity,

The parade’s grand marshal is Lea
DeLaria—stand-up comic, actor, mus-
ician, activist, and Saturday night's
headline act.

Joining her as a parade marshal is Jamie
Nabozny, who successfully sued the
Ashland, Wisconsin, School District for
failing to protect him from anti-Gay
bullies.

Bus Tour to
Minnesota’s Pride

Celebration

Minnesota's Pride commumity will be
attending our celebration at PrideFest and
it is thought that we should show solidar-
ity by attendmg the Minnesota Pride
Celebration on June 28, 1997, ‘

Mike Hall, PrideFest Co-director is ac-
cepting reservations for a motor coach
tour to Minnesota for the Pnide Celebra-
tion, leaving in the p.m. hours of June 27,
1997 and retumning on June 29", The total
cost will include bus transportation and
hotel (double occupancy). For more m-
formation, contact Mike Hall at (414)
962-2773.

1997 Pride
Parade Route

North on Harbor Drive
to Michigan Avenue

West on Michigan
Avenue to Cass Street

North on Cass Street to
Wisconsin Avenue

West on Wisconsin
Avenue to Water Street

South on Water Street
to Chicago Street

East on Chicago Street
to Harbor Drive

Judging Stand at
Survival/Revival
246 East Chicago
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1997 PrideFest

Award Recipients

“The credit belongs to those who are
ctually in the arena, who strive val-
ntly; who know the great enthusiasms,
e great devotions, and spend them-
:lves in a worthy cause; who at the best,
now the triumph of high achievement;
nd who at the worst, if they fail, fail
hile daring greatly, so that their place
1all never be with those cold and timid
wls who know neither victory nor de-
'ﬂ'l'. ”
-Theodore Roosevelt

*

Living in our midst are countless num-
ars of people who have made notable
ntributions to our community. Many
ave been generous of their time and ex-
zrtise. Others have challenged some of
yciety’s worst injustices while risking
eir own comfort, financial well-being,
1d sometimes, even their careers.

And then there are those who have actu-
lly changed the course of our his/herstory
y demonstrating leadership abilities that
wse many of us to stand back in wonder.
The LGBT community is graced with
iese self-sacrificing people as we know
om experience that no one else is going
» get the jobs done for us.

Every person who has ever voluntecred

single hour, everyone who has ever
uestioned the status guo, or who has led
1c way through social battles deserves
ur recognition and our gratitude. Unfor-
mately, most of these ple remain
ameless because they believe that what
u::.(rlhavc done is no more than what oth-
rs do.

But we do have our shining stars.

The Stonewall Award

Miriam Ben Shalom
The Stonewall Award is presented Lo in-
tviduals or orgamizations who have dem-
nstrated the spint of the Stonewall Riots
r fighting 1o bring about change. Usu-
ly, their fight begins as a personal cru-
ade against an injustice, but often leads
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STAFF |SGT. MIRIAM BEN-SHALOM
y far-reaching impacts for the good of
ur community, as well as others. Pride-
est 1s proud to recognize Mirlam Ben
shalom.

In 1976, Minam Ben Shalom truthfully
nswered the stion as to whether or
ot she was aqLcsbian. Even though her
erformance evaluations documented that
he was good as any soldier, and a good
leal better than most, the US Ammy Re-
erve  began discharge proceedings.
Airiam decided to fight this action.

For the next 15 years of her life, Miriam
wgan the long process of challenging the
JS’ ban of Gays in the military. In 1980,
i federal distriet court found no grounds
or the military’s ban and ordered the
Amny Reserve to reinstate Miriam, at
vhic{l point the Army Reserve refused to
:omply with the law,

Miriam filed a contempt of court suit for
einstatement in 1982. Five years later, the
JS Court of Appeals r ed that the
Army Reserves must remnstate Ben-
shalom. Finally, in September of 1988,
ind only after a $500-a-day contempt of
:ourt fine was levied on the Army Re-
serve, Miriam was reenlisted into the
309st Army Reception Battalion.

Court challenges continued and in 1989
1 federal appeals court muled against
Miriam. Her case was forwarded to the
US Supreme Court where the “‘justices™
iecuieéJ m 1990 to let stand the last fed-
:;‘lal court rulings upholding Miriam’s dis-
charge.

Miiaz B Shalom was trained to
E%I;l]_ When she enlisted, she had no idea

battle laid before her.
JP and Jeff ]

John Paul Ranieri and Jeffrey Hicks.
There are those who's mission in life have
ouched persons of all backgrounds,
whether they be Gay or straight; of faith
or not; of one color or another. For Jeffrey
Hicks and John Paul (JP) Ramien, they
have seen the effects of %\;ncqy and have
chosen to do something a it.

For nearly twenty _l{gars JP and Jefifre
have been running Sanctuary, a shel-
ter for homeless people on Milwaukee's
South Side. They have been vigilant and

mll{;slft(;naj;ililm iﬁl the cause of justice,

e against poverty.
e%‘lot only have they provided shelter to
men, women and they have pro-
vided food and clothing; coordmated ef-
forts with various shelters, including

Guest House, Hope House, Salvation

Ammy and Open Gate.

JP conducts a ministry to the poor and
homeless, but does not make this a condi-
tion of assistance. The couple has sacri-
ficed comforts so that others
have a place to rest, a bit to eat, and an ear
to listen to their life’s stories. They use
thousands of dollars of their own money
to carry out their mission.

While JP is the fire of this activity, Jeff
is the forge. They augment each other’s

JP also has the distinguished recognition
of being a “Stonewall Survivor,” a person
who was actually present at the Stonewall
Inn during the early howrs of June 29,
1969 when police raided the bar. There
are only 25 survivors left to tell the story
of what really happened when the rots of
New York's Greenwich Village.

Lifetime Achievement Award
Jamie Nabozny

The Lifetime Achievement Award is
presented to one individual who has dem-
onstrated leadership and commitment to
the LGBT community. Individuals who
receive this award have often been -
strumental in changing the course of our
history. This year’s award goes to Jamie
Nabozny.

Age does not dictate when one has
recached a lifeime achievement. This
year's recipient is m his early 20's, and
yet, he has not only demonstrated leader-
ship and commitment, but unwavering
courage.

Jamie Nabozny was presented the
Stonewall Award in 1996 for his legal
challenge against the Ashland School
District whose administrators’ inactions
allowed the verbal and physical assaults
by Jamie’s classmates to continue until he
dropped out of high school and moved
away from his hometown.

At a time in his life when it would have

£ been much easier to start a new life clse-

where, Jamie Nabozny, with the contin-
ued support of his parents, retumned to his
hometown after eaming his GED to make
school administrators accountable for
their actions, and/or inactions which led to
the continued violence.

Since then, the courts have ruled in fa-
vor of Jamie, and have, in effect, told
school administrators and teachers all
over this nation that they have an obliga-
tion to ensure that all students, regardless
if they are gay or straight, are entitled to a
safe leamjn% environment, and that inac-
tion or proclaimed ignorance are no ex-
cuse for allowing violence to continue
against gay youth.

Just as if a small stone was thrown into
Lake Superior, the ripple effect of this
ruling has been slowly spreading across
Wisconsin, the Midwest, and the entire
United States.

Having achieved such a great goal so
early in life, the PrideFest Council waill
certamly not be ised if someday we
read that Jamie Nagzny has once again
set a new course for our future by chang-
ing, again, the course of our history.

Community Service Award
Carol and Jai

The Community Service Award 1s pre-
sented to individuals or organizations who
have demonstrated exemplary contribu-
tions of time to the community and its
members. Too often, these e are our
unsung heroes, quietly gomng about the
business of providing service for others.
Their contributions are priceless,

PrideFest is proud to present the 1997
Community Service Award to Carol Stev-
ens & Jai Brett.

To the thousands of women who have
attended the women’s music concerts and
dances, Jai and Carol are known as the
smiling faces at the door, selling tickets or
handing out programs. Unselfish with
their time, Carol -and Jai have donated
thousands of hours of time to organiza-
tions such as Amazon Magazine, the
Women's Coalition, Grapevine, Hurricane
Productions, and Full Moon Productions,
PCarlol \{J;]S-l also i:;volrhad with the Gay

'eoples on during the organization’s
early years. They have also organized a

lay-reading group called the Off-Stage

layers, and have ormed in both the

ilwaukee and ! variety shows.
Their holiday/potluck parties have be-

come legendary. Active in Milwaukee’s
community for nearly 30 years, Jai and
Carol are two of the most-loved women in
Milwaukee.

Ross Draegert
Ross Draegert.
Many LGBT organizations have bene-
fited from Ross’ financial savvy and don’t
even know it. Ross Draegert is the finan-
cial advisor for the Cream City Founda-
tion (CCF) and has been instrumental in
the wise investment of CCF's endowment
so that additi funds can be raised to
financially support community groups and
organizations. \
While providing this very valuable
service to CCF since 1989, Ross and his
artner, Robert, have also opened their
Eome for numerous receptions, enabling
CCF board members to meet potential do-
nors. These receptions were ble
for raising thousands of dollars for CCF,
which i tum, has made funds available to
the community.

Join Front Runners
for Three Mile Jog at

PrideFest

Front Runners, Milwaukee's own EGBT
running club, will be hosting its 3 -
nual Pnde Run on Saturday, June 7. Run-
ners of all capabilities are welcome to join
in on the 3 mile jog. !

Participants will start on Harbor Dnve,
just in of the Midgate at the Sum-
merfest grounds at 12:30 pm. and mum
along the Lakefront, and around Juneau
Park Lagoon before returning to the festi-
val grounds. There is no fee for participa-
tion in this non-competitive run.

For more information, contact Front
Runners at (414) 332-1527, or email them
http://execpe.com/~blackjon/frontrun htmyj

PrideFest to Host
Miller Volleyball

/5
° Tournament

For the fourth year, PrideFest will serve

the Miller Volleyball Toumament on

y, June 7, m Urban Park, just

north of the Summerfest grounds at the
lakefront.

Teams, both men and women, from
across the hg:dwestw:ﬂ w Ee
moming and continue _the
aftemoon in round-robin and single
elimmation play. Top teams will win
trophies, which will gisemed at 6
p.m. Saturday at the Fine Art €.

Last year, 11 teams partici Miller
Brewing Company is agam Sponsorng
the tournament.

TKNet Creates New
Website for PrideFest

“We decided we needed to do
something ‘ﬁaemacular for PrideFest,”
says Dave Warren, ident of TKNet.
So he and the mem of his company

have created the festival's website:
http://www.pridefest97.com.

It's a labor of love. It’s going to be a
whole lot of fun,” he says. The website
already has information on all of
PrideFest, including a complete lineup of
events. But even the gates open for
the festival, the website will be worth
visiting. Warren plans to take pictures at
PrideFest and post them daily.

“You'll get to see yourselves on the
web,” he says. “Isn’t that exciting?” He
readily admuts that he loves this kind of

work.
TKNet is a media any that designs
web pages and print graphics. Only a year

old, it has a total of 50 years of
experience in its staff, Warren says, and
serves clients from around the country
from its Milwaukee h ers. As a
gay-owned business, he adds, providing a
page for PrideFest seemed natural. TKNet
can be reached at 1-888-20-TKNET, or
http://www.tk.net.

¢ page will carry 1998 PrideFest
news as it becomes available, Warren
says. “We’ll be an info resource year-
round.” He has plans to keep improving
the site. “Who knows what we can do by
next year?”

ProuDLY CELEBRATING
23 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO
OUR COMMUNITY.

EST

Cel ejeNe|e(

BRADY EAST STD CLINIC

1240 East Brady Street
Milwaukee, W1 53202

(414) 272-2144




Rambow Café.

Pink Triangles Will
Light the Night Sky
at PrideFest ‘97

You’re going to love this: Pink triangles
exploding over Lake Michigan.

“They’re perfected,” says Mike Hall,
the PrideFest volunteer working with
Bartolotta’s Fireworks Co., one of the
nation’s foremost fireworks manufactur-
ers and aerial pyrotechnics producers.

For the third year in a row, a Bartolotta
crew headed by Joe Maz is designing a
unique show for PrideFest. As last year,
the show will last about 15 minutes and
end in a spectral barrage — loud and

proud.

For the third in a row, the show
will be underwritten by the Miller Brew-
m%Company._

e show will start at 10:15 p.m. Satur-
day, June 7, and the rockets will be
launched from the Lake Michigan island

{:st east of Summerfest ds, so the
st viewin, dgaispot will be the lakefront.
The rain

e is Sunday m&n \
The Bartolotta crew has trying o
g&rfect pink triangles for years, Hall says,
has battled technical problems. “One
year they tumed out to be circles,” Hall
remembers, “This Eear we're gomg 1o
have three-inch shells with pink triangles
that are going to break in the air, but
they're aﬁo gevelopmg a six-imch shell
that's going to break a lot higher and
wider.’ :

In other words, they’ll be seen for miles
around. . _

Hall says PrideFest remains the only
pride festival in the nation with its own
exclusively designed fireworks display.

Bartolotta Fireworks also produces the
world-famous July 3rd Milwaukee lake-
front fireworks displays. Each show is
carefully planned to start big and end big-
ger, with beauty and excitement in be-

So watch for pink triangles lighting up
the sky wath pride.

Proud Crowd
Members to be

Honored at Reception

Members of the Proud Crowd will be
honored with a refreshment reception
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Friday, June 6 at
the Festival grounds. Aol

Proud Crowd members are the indi-
viduals and businesses whose contribu-
tions form the basis of PrideFest’s budget.

In addition to the re on, Prood
Crowd members receive a Pride Card al-
lowing free admission to the festival and
offering discounts at a number of busi-
nesses. )

Certain giving levels include premiums
of PrideFest logo polo shirts and sweat-
shirts or a rain flag. The flag can be
one that has flown at the festival or can be
ﬁrovided prior to the festival so it can be

own at hame,

Proud Crowd donations are being ac-
cepted up to and throughout the festival.
For more information, call (414) 272-
FEST or wrte PrideFest at P.O. Box
93852, Milwaukee, WI 53203 and request
an informational brochure.

A booth outside the PrdeFest gate on
Friday night will allow people to join the
Proud Crowd, get their card, and partici-
pate in the reception.
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Robert Nugent brings his original pop style to PrideFest when he performs at 3:30 on Sunday June 8 at the

PrideFest ‘97 to Host
Third Mass Wedding

Ceremony

For the third gea:, PrideFest will host a
wedding at 6:00 pm. Sunday, June 8, at
the Alyn Hess Stage, where couples can
make or renew their vows to each other.
The Rev. Lew Broyles, pastor of
Milwaukee’s Metropolitan Community
Church, will again officiate.

“Especially this year,” Broyles sa
“when the State Assembly has passed a
bill banning same-sex marriages, it is
important that le see us as serous in
our intent serious in  our
commitment.” He hopes this year’s mass
wedding will be the largest ever.

“When le take up the issue of
same-gi marrage,” he says, “it’s
important to recognize that and
foremost it dispels the myth of
promiscuity that people often bring to the
subject of same-gender relat S

Couples must pre- or the

‘wedding at the Metropolitan, Community

Church booth m the Marketplace area.
There is a $15 fee. They will receive
flowers and a picture at the ceremony.

A huge wedding cake will serve the
brides and grooms and hundreds of guests
— one of the largest wedding cakes m the
state. “Last year’s was beautiful, with
columns and a fountain in the middle,”
Broyles says. “It was just to die for.”

Artist Barb Peterson
Illustrates Diversity
and Difference in
Her PrideFest Logo

“This s PrideFest slogan, ‘Sharing
a World of Difference,” is very simple,
says artist Barb Peterson, “yet it also
lends itself to good graphics.” Peterson
created this year’s PrideFest logo, which
appeared on the cover of the Pride book-
let.

“It’s meant to express the diversity of
our community as well as the world at
large,” she says. “The strength of that di-
versity obviously helped a world of
many visions, so the use of a variety of
letter forms i the word difference’ as
well as the production of this year’s but-
tons and T-shirt in several background
colors helps tie into this theme of differ-
ence and versatility,”

Buttons and T-shirts will come in three
colors with the logo reproduced in differ-
enlt colors according to each background
color.

Peterson has been volunteermg for
PrideFest and donating her artwork for
logos since 1996} Sh\&ﬂﬁ%m a

ic designer for Wi i ign
gtflh: mvolved in a new ant gallery, Gal-
lery H20 at 221 N. Water St. PndeFest
shuttle busses will stop near the gallery,
Peterson says, and fest-goers are mvited
to visit the gallery, which will showcase
work by Richard Waswo, whose work is
familiar to the LBGT community.

For this year’s logo, she says, the design
has been kept simple to accommodate
multiple formats, “but because of it’s
simpheity, it lends itself to making a
pretty suang statement. Hopefully, it will
work well for the entire commmity and
for PrideFest.”

The Cream City
Foundation Helps
Make Pridefest

Possible

The Cream City Foundation (CCF) op-
erates simply: It raises money to fund or-
anizations and %q;ects that benefit the
waukee and Wisconsin LBGT com-
munity, says Scott Gunkel, CCF's Grant
Committee chair.

“Our giving has gone up exponentially
geear after year,” he says. Much of that has

en due to donations from the Miller
Brewing Co. and from money raised by
AChoice.

AChoice collects money in the work-
E%ape for grou&%who are not of the

nited Way. When a United Way repre-
sentative visits a workplace, employees
can use donor option C to designate CCF
or if they prefer to give to a non-Gay or-
ganization, to designate AChoice, which
gives a portion of its donations to its
member groups, including CCF. AChoice
raised $20,000 last year for CCF.

In addition, CCF raises funds through
mailings and phone banks. In all, Gunkel
says, CCF will be able to donate more
than $34,000 this year.

CCF's Grants Cmrﬁ? Teviews Te-

sts every er. sar it gave

5,000 to PrideFest, much of it ymg for
the History Exhibit, CCF wiﬁahave a
booth near the exhibit.

Over the years, CCF has given $37,000
to PrideFest, making it “one of our most
loyal sponsors,” says PrideFest Co-
Director Susan Cook. “CCF made it pos-
sible for this festival to get off the ground

i the very begi 3

CCF has alsoﬁmfed the Gay and Les-
bian Film Festival at UWM, the Legal
Aid Society for LBGT projects, the Hu-
man Rights League for 1996 Coming Out
Day activities, CESA 7 for educator
training films about Lesbian and Gay stu-
dents, the Gay Youth Milwaukee hotline,
PFLAG outreach, and the Aprl 12
showing and discussion of the Gay
Cuba at UWM.

AIDS Memorial
Service to Remember
Those Who Have
Been Lost

A service of remembrance and celebra-
tion in honor of all those who have been
lost to AIDS will be held at the Rainbow
Cafe at 6:00 p.m. Saturday, June 7.

The service is new to PrideFest and will
be officiated by Brother Stephen Brad-
dock, a member of the Order of St
Camillus and founder of the St. Camillus
HIV/AIDS Ministry.

“During this time,” says Braddock, “we
will pray as a community for all those
who have AIDS or those who are HIV
positive, their lovers, families, friends,
and for all those who care for them as the
hands of a God whose divine name 1is
compassion.”

The service will include sacred drum-
ming, a cercmony of light, and other
spiritual rituals, The Fest City Singers
will perform several songs, includmng
“Someone’s Missing” by Chicago song-
wrter Khristin Lems. Soloist Diane
Bloom will sing “When Angels Cry” by
Janice fan.

Sandy Lewis, a member of the choral

oup, said Lems has granted the Fest
Erity Singers Pel:mjssiun to use her song at
any time. “It’s sont of become our song,”
Lewis said. “It honors artists of all types
who have been lost.”

She said the chorus 1s ]:Iearformjng by re-
quest, and is pleased to have been asked.
“Obviously we're deeply involved and
concerned,” she said, “and have lost some
dear members of our group.”

Braddock is pleased to officiate. “Over
the years,” he says, “I have watched m
awe as the LBGT community, a commu-
nity drenched in grief, reached out with
unconditional love to people with AIDS.
Often, in the absence of organized relig-
ion, members of the Gay community have
been to one another shining exmnﬂes of
God’s presence and love in the world.

“1 celebrate the fact that they shamed
me into action,” Braddock says, “and I
am proud and privileged 10 be praying
and working with them for the freedom of

every human being to live in a world that
can one day be at peace with itself.”

The hour-long service will be inclusive
and open to everyone. People are encour-
a§ed to bring photos or other mementos
L&)

loved ones.

Outpost Natural
Foods to Sponsor

the Rainbow Cafe

This year, Outpost Natural Foods be-
comes a new sponsor of PrideFest.

“It seemed like a natural thing for us to
do,” says Lisa Malmarowski, marketing
and merchandising manager of the store.
Part of Outpost’s mission is to serve dif-
ferent segments of the general commu-
nity, she says, and many of its customers
are n the LBGT comnumity.

“Also, we thought it would be a lot of
fun,” Malmarowski says.

Outpost will sponsor the Rainbow Cafe,
and Outpost volunteers will serve food
there. “At a lot of festivals, there are not a
lot of choices for vegetarians or people
who want something lighter to eat,”
Malmarowski says. Outpost will secll
vegetaran and organic dishes such as
sandwiches, fresh fruit, possibly a dessert,
and spritzers for people who might not
want beer or soda.

Any profits after the $2,000 sponsorship
fee and the costs will be donated to the
Cream City Foundation, Malmarowski
says, and OulPost is trying to get donated
supplies and food “so we can offer more
back to the community,”

Food will be on sale from [ [:00 a.m. to
7:45 p.m. Saturday, Junc 7, and 11:00
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sunday, June 8.

Ouégosk Natural Foods is a consumer-
owned cooperative committed to products
and services that promote healthful living,
and to creating a fair, diverse, and sup-
portive workplace.

Located at 100 E. Capitol Dr., Milwau-
kee, it offers groceries, produce, a full-
service deli, packaged goods, vitamins,
herbal supplements, homeopathics, es-
sential oils, a wine and beer department,
gﬁrjﬁmmg items, a gift department, books,

grains and other dry goods, bulk wet
gmdclfs like laundry detergent and oils, and
snacks.

Join Your Friends,
Have Fun, Help Out,

Be a Volunteer at
PrideFest ‘97

Volunteers are the lifeline of PrideFest.
Last year, more than 500 le gave
their time and skills (o make the festival a
SUCCESs.

Volunteers help as beer and wine bar-
tenders, cooks, food servers, food prepar-
ers, cashiers, ticketakers, sccurity,
Amencan Sign Language interpreters,
Children’s Activity Area assistants on
Saturday, parade hands on Sunday, set-up
on Thursday and Friday, and clean-up on
Monday.

PrideFest asks for a minimum of four
continuous hours of volunteer time.,

You can get an application from the
PrideFest office, (414) 272-FEST, or P.O.
Box 93852, Milwaukee, W1 53203, If you
want 10 work with a friend, send in your
applications together for assignments at
the same time and location.

Members of the 1997 Volunteer Corps
receive special benefits:

|. Free admission on the day(s) vou
work. Those who help with pre- or post-
festival tasks receive a complimentary
ticket for the festival. |

2, A special badge that clearly identi-
fies you as a volunteer corps member,

3. A free meal at PrideFest.

4. Self-satisfaction from knowing you
helped make PrideFest the most exciting
pride festival in Wisconsimn.

Service to be Held for
Those of All Faiths at

PrideFest

People of all faiths will join in an inter-
faith service at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, June
8, at the Rainbow Cafe, officiated by the
Rev. Lew Broyles, pastor of the Milwau-
kee Metropolitan Community Church.

As In previous years, Broyles says,
members of Dignity, Integrity, Lutherans
Concemed, and the Umited Church of
Christ will be invited to participate. He
also hopes to enlist participants from non-
Christian faiths, and promises a service
welcoming to all behiefs.

“We focus strongly on inclusive lan-
guage, empowerment and a message that
18 u%nmpg," Broyles says.

“The interfaith service is a wonderful
part of PrideFest that offers people from
all different faiths the chance to worship
together,” he says. He has been organiz-
mg the ceremony since 1993, and looks
forward to doing it agamn. Last year's
service filled the Rainbow Cafe tent.




Performers at PrideFest 97

The following information was taken from the press kits submitted by several of the
performers who will be performing at this year’s PrideFest. “Wisconsin Light” did
not have information on other performers as we went to press.

Robert Nugent Jones ‘

Robert Nugent Jones is a singer, songwriter, synthesist and entertainer. His original
pop style is heavily influenced by Erasure, Madonna and the Pet Shop Boys. Robert’s
performances are enhanced by his unique, upbeat dancing and singing. He has already
performed in thousands of venues as large as Shoelkopf Stadium in Ithaca, New York,
to as small as Steep N Brew café in Madison. Robert has also performed at the Linx
Block Party and at a BestD Clinic benefit in Milwaukee. :

Robert’s decision to be an “out” Gay songwriter has mspired him to write and per-
form songs that promote tolerance and acceptance. His original songs now, not only
deal with love (Pleasant Surprise), infatuation (Simply Gorgeous), and relationships
(Go Away), but about acceptance of others (Honor Diversity), Gay Pride (We Are Eve-
rywhere), and safe sex (Safe Is Hot).

Robert Nugent Jones will perform at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 8, on the Rainbow
Café Stage.

Carl Chadek

Carl Chadek has performed and/or directed for many companies, including the Sky-
light Opera Theatre, the Milwaukee Opera Company, Bay View Players, M&M Pro-
ductions, Dale Gutzman Productions, and the Lyric of Chicago. He was the mu-
sical director at the Broadway Baby Dinner Theatre for several years where he directed

eight productions including Milwaukee" longest unning show, Nunsense.
And speaking of Nunsense, Carl did the digital music arrangements for that show at
Milwaukee's newest dinner theater, Melanec’s Wheel House.

! Carl Chadek will perform at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, on the Rainbow Café
Stage.

Tami Rentmeester

Tami Rentmevester has been seen on many stages in the Milwaukee area. Among the
roles she has performed are Ruth in The tes of Pinzance, Buttercup in H.MLS.
Pinafore, Cora Hoover Hooper in Anyone Can Whistle, and Domina m A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum for such companies as Sunset Playhouse,
Bay View Players and the Milwaukee Opera Company.

Perhaps Tami's most memorable role 1s Sister Mary Hubert at the Broadway Baby
Dinner Theatre in both Nunsense and Nunsense 1T

Tami Rentmeester will perform with Carl Chadek at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 7,
on the Rainbow Café Stage

Les Lokey

Les Lokey is a fiery, focused energy leading an audience through hypnotic transcen-
dence to tent-show frenzy. The source of her music is a lifetime spent crossing conti-
nents. Nomadic wisdom from North African tribes to America’s trailer parks created
experiences she has channeled into a hardfare of powerful acoustic thythm, expljci;lﬁ
wrought lyrics and vivid melodies. Les Lokey approaches critical mass, shaking up
sense of the mundane.

Les Lokey will perform at 10:30 p.m on Saturday, June 7.

Johnnie B.

Johnnic B. has been slated as the best up and coming young comedian by his col-
leagues and audiences. Johnnie B.'s quick wit and perception of the “‘altemative hife-
styles” have lefl audiences laughing and wiping tears of humor and ignorance from
their faces simultaneously.

_ The show is an educational experience for all, full of humor and honesty, but most
mportantly, it breaks down the myths and stetc(ngpcs associated with Gay individuals.
It’s a class we all wish we’d had m school, mind-challenging, but fun to take part .
luﬁhgﬁc B. uses a combination of high energy, characterization, and engaging story
telling.

3Jufumfe B. will perform at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, on the Rainbow Café
tage.

Sometimes Y

Sometimes Y brings together four Milwaukee musicians: Lora Nigro--songwriter,
lyricist, vocalist; Kevin Pedriana—songwriter, guitarist; Rob McVﬁliam—bassist.
keyboardist; and Jeff Gaudes—drummer/percussionist. Their music can be described
as “eclectic pop™ with crisp, guitar driven rhythms, progressive percussion, thunderous
bass, and sensitive, haunting vocals that tightrope the balance between playful and in-
trospective songs,

Sometimes Y will perform at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 8, on the Alyn Hess Stage.

Mia Montenegro

No stranger to the Midwest’s music scene, Mia Montenegro has spent the past three
years performing in a popular Milwaukee acoustic rock trio. With the trio, she has
played many venues including Summerfest, State Fair, and the Walk mst Family
Violence. As a solo performer, she has performed solo and with local musician Julie
Darrough at PrideFest and at AIDS Walk Wisconsin the past two irears She’s got a
unique style that you won't want to miss, a strong presence, hearnt-felt lyrics and slam-
ming vocals.
q;‘lﬂu Montenegro will perform at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 8 on the Rainbow Café
Stage.

True Heart Susie

Combining clements of hard rock with a classical sensibility, warmly textured vocals,
hard-driving rhythms and insightful lyrics, True Heart Susie’s CD “Three Sheets”
leaves its stamp afer the first spm. Led by singer/songwriter Julie Niedzejko, the five-
picce band projects anthemic rock songs with dashes of the ethereal and a twist of the
avant. Often augmented by violin and a back-up vocalist, the variety of musical ap-

proaches is simply stunmng.

C;!Tme Heart Susie will perform at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 8, on the Alyn Hess
Stage. ‘

Framing Amy
Framing Amy is built on solid songwriting, memorable songs, ringi itars and
hgan»f‘ell vocals. This 5-piece brings many musical mﬂuencc% to mgénsuffl;ce. Amy
gercc § ston _\.uohéc:illlsdagm;3 g perfect fit to the uﬁ]ﬂﬁ con.smﬁm' cted rhythms and guitars of
¢ group. This es a strict categori efinition and prefi let i
. gc(_ e ine g prefers to let its end
Framing Amy will perform at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, on the Alyn Hess Stage.
Coffee House
Continued From Page 16
Lindquist who have just published Amy Asks a Question: What is a Lesbian?
For the past several months, Afterwords has helped nurture a Lesbian and Gay writ-
i . At 5:00 p.m., members of this group will present a program specially pre-

ers'
pare%[ for PrideFest '97.
_ osmE at the Afterwords/Wisconsin Light Literary Coffeehouse at 7:00pm
is Will Fellows, editor of Farm Boys: Lives of Rural Gay Men from the Rural
Midwest. Recently in the news, Will Fellow's profile on the popular PBS program In
The Life resulted in considerable controversy.
anwsmdmmmmmecﬁdlemméayﬁfeispmelyanmbmmqmimceby
telling the stories of more than three dozen Gay men ranging from 24 to 84, all of

whom e(irew up in farm families.

‘Whether you are a farm boy or always a city boy, all are welcome to the Literary
Coffechouse to hear Will Fellow's at ?:0?&./:1‘1‘}011 Sunday.

For further information concemi Afterwo isconsin Light LiLem&eCoﬂee-
house, please call Afterwords at 963-9089 or check the events section of the After-
words website at www.afterwords.com,
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Jeffrey Fillion to
Create Original
Mural at PrideFest

Last year, Jeffrey Fillion offered to cre-
ate sidewalk art with chalk at PrideFest
— but of course, it rained, so he missed
his chance.

He'll be back this year at the request of
PrideFest officials, “and we decided not
to do chalk this time,” he says. This time,
he’ll use a waterproof medium — proba-
bly oil pastels, which resemble high-
quality crayons — and he’ll work on an
eight-foot-square wood panel.

“I like pastels because you can be real
spontaneous with them, and you don’t
have to mix the colors ahead of time. You
can mix the colors on the canvass,” Fil-

lion says.
When he paints, “I’ll mix the color, and
it will be absolutely perfect, but I'll run

out of it and not be able to get it back.”

He plans to create the outline and basic
composition before the festival and to
execute most of the work on Saturday,
June 7, as fest-goers watch. The finished
mural will be on display on Sunday. He
hopes to create somethng to symbolize
the way the LBGT commumity represents
PrideFest 97’s slogan, “Sharing a World
of Difference.”

“l want to somehow express the syn-
ergy that everyone feels when they’re at
PndeFest, and y that will e

peoﬂe to seek that in their everyday life.”
Fillion works part-time as an artist. He
ﬁnmi:uted a m&?e to the Art for AIDS
e last year that mspired competitive
bidding. A work delpim.mg the Thursday
Night Group of volunteers at MAP ap-
peared in the Feb. 1, 1996, issue of Wis-
fiunsin Ligcl];t. In that work, 49 dxfliﬁ'ercrlkt
gures, cach representing a specific vol-
mn&oer danced over a winding rainbow
roa
“The best pieces of my work have to be
the most spontaneous,” Fillion says.
“Planning it out ahead of time helps to a
glef,wc,‘bm when I'm working on a piece,
if I'm inspired to go in a different direc-
tion, I have to follow that inspiration, oth-
erwise it seems forced.”

The Marketplace at
PrideFest is Your
Place to Shop

The Williamsburg Village at the Maier
Festival grounds (Summerfest) will hold
up to 80 businesses, organizations, and
artists — each one with things to sell or
make available to you. The ce
will be open from 11:00 am. to 10:30
Saturday, June 7, and 11:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. Sunday, June 8.

As last year, everything from brochures
to clomme art will be available.
Michael Li i, the market’s coordi-
nator, says PrideFest is attracting a lot of
new vendors because of Summerfest
grounds’ facilities — a roof and pave-
ment instead of the open grass at many
festivals — which make both shopping
and selling more pleasant.

Stonewall Tent is
PrideFest’s Soapbox

If someone has something to say that’s
worth hearing, the Stonewall Tent is
where they’ll probably say it — speakers
from community and political groups, ac-
tivists, and experts.

Elna Hickson, president of Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, will speak
at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, June 7.
big/gamzcr_s of the Milwaukee Les-

1an/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender Commu-
nity Center will host a town hall meeting
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, June 8.

Although times have not been set, other
speakers will include:

Karen Gotzler, activist and former Mil-
waukee Common Council candidate.

The Police Community Relaticas
Committee, with Milwaukee Police De-
partment representatives expected.

Jean Paul Ranieri, who was at the 1969
Stonewall Riots.

Jamie Nabozny, who won a 1996 fed-
eral court case against the Ashland school
district for refusing to protect him from
anti-Gay assaults by other students.

PrideFest Things to See and Do

The Frant Runners will be taking off at the Midgate, please [gel free lo

AIDS Memworial Service - Rainhow Cate , service olficiated by Brother

Classic Car Show - North Harbor Drivo to South IHarbor Drive Gate 6

Eriday, June 8§

4:30 p.m. Gata Open

4:30 p.m. Opening ceremonies - Fountain Aroa

5:30 p.m. -

10:45 p.m. Enterlainment - Alyn Hess Stage - Miller Ousls
11:00 p.m. Festival Closes
Saturday, June 7
All Day Jeffrey J. Fillon - muralist - Midgate Aroa

B:30 a.m.

8:00 p.m. Volleyball Tournment - Urban Park

11:00 a.m. Galss Open to feslival

11:00 a.m. -

10:00 p.m. Games by L & C Toy Company - opposite Danoe Tent
11:00 a.m.

7.00 p.m. Childrens Play Area - Family Day

11:00 a.m.

7:00 p.rmi. Classic Car S8how - North Harbor Drive

11:00 p.m.

10:30 p.m. PrideFest Marketpiace in the Willlamsburg Village
12:30 p.m.

join in

12:00 p.m.

Midnight Dance Tenl (localed behind the fountain)

6:00 p.m.

Stephen Braddock, music by Fest City Singers.
6:30 p.m. Volleyball Tournament Awards Banguet - Fine Arls Stage
10:15 p.m. Miller Firaworks (rain date Sunday)
Midnight Festival Gates Close
Sunday, June 8
10:00 aumn. Interfaith service - Rainbow Cate
11:00 a.m. Gates Open
11:00 am, -
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. -
7:00 p.m. Children’s Play Area
11:00 a.m. -
:?'gg p.m. Games by L & C Toy Company - opposite Dance Tent
00 a.m. -

10:30 p.m. PrideFest Marketplace in the Williamsburg Village
12:00noon  Parade Step oft  Main Gate on Harbor Drive
12:00 a.m.

b;llgloaiuhl Dance Tent (located behind Lthe fountain)

00 p.m

3:00 p.m. PrideFest Awards Presentation - Alyn Hess Stage
6:00 p.m. PrideFest Mass Wedding - Alyn Hess Stage
11:00 p.m. Fastival Closes




Coming to Milwaukee Check Out These
Hot Spots During PrideFest, The Classic

By Dusty Sass

As you probably know, Milwaukee has a
lot of bars, so if you are coming to visit for
the Milwaukee Ciassic and/or PrideFest
you may need some help.

Here is a listing of my personal favorite
I;’angouts and what you can expect at

em.

Afterwords Books 2710 N. Murray.
Milwaukee's premier Gay and Lesbian
Bookstore. In fact, it's the only LesBiGay
bookstore between Chicago and Minnea-
polis. They have a neat Espresso Bar,
great magazines, all kinds of books, plus
lots of pride wear too.

Designing Men 1120 S. 1™ Street. An
emporium filled with Gay memorabilia,
posters, magazines, leather equipment,
and a whole lot more.

This Is It 418 E. Wells. A great juke
box, great service, very reasonable prices
and a crowd of patrons of both genders
and all ethnic backgrounds make This Is It
a popular stop and one of Milwaukee's fa-
vorite bars. This is a fun place, a place to
chat, have some laughs, and make new
friends. The service here just can't be beat
and neither can the friendliness of the
customers.

The Ball Game, 196 S. Second Street.
This is a great place to stop in for a few
beers and some good conversation,
Warning: Once you come in this bar you
may not want fo leave.

Boot Camp Saloon 209 E. National. If
you are into leather this is the bar for you.
An interesting atmosphere, nice patio,
back bar and good service make this place
a Milwaukee favorite.

Café Melange 720 N. Old World Third
Street. Café Melange has good food and
reasonable prices plus great entertain-
ment. It's located on the ground floor of
the Hotel Wisconsin.

C'est Le Vie 231 S 2™ Street. C'est Le
Vie has a good mix of people. On Fridays
they feature the Dazzling Diva Show and
on Saturdays they have an all Gay male
stripper show.

Fannies 200 E. Washington Fannies is
primarily a Lesbian bar. They have a nice
patio out back plus a great dance floor and
reasonable prices.

In Between 625 S. Second Street. In
Between is known for its parties, its sports
fans and its turn of the century look. In
Between has friendly bartenders and loads
of antiques everywhere. It's worth a stop
just to see the décor.

As In Former Years,
MAP is a Supporter
of and Participant in
PrideFest

The AIDS Resource Center of Wiscon-
sin (ARCW) provides a comprehensive
range of client services including preven-
tion education; support services such as
housing, financial, legal, transportation,
and benefits planning assistance; health
services such as mental health counselin
dental care, cooperative therapies, S
diagnosis and treatment, Support groups,
and the Early Intervention Program.

ARCW also houses a food pantry, the
Wisconsin AIDS Library, the Wisconsin
AIDShne, and the Wisconsin AIDS Re-
search Consortium, which is Wisconsin’s
only statewide HIV clinical drug trial
pro comprised of an impressive net-
worl o&:hyslcmns. ' .

ARCW and the Milwaukee AIDS Proj-
ect (MAP) will continue to encourage
support of the LBGT community in many
ways, including its sponsorship of two
PrideFest events.

Last year, ARCW generously sponsored
the laser light show and the Harvey Milk
Stage. This year, ARCW will again spon-
sor the Harvey Milk Stage, which features
dance groups, local entertainers, and a
country-westemn jamboree,

ARCW will be sponsoring the PrideFest
volunteer t-shirts,

Some other ARCW involvement with
PrideFest ‘97 include a marching unit and
decorated car m the parade, a strong HIV
prevention a&ncscnoe. and MAP’s Sur-
vival/Revival resale shop’s help in setting
up the PrideFest Committee reviewing
stand in front of the resale store on Chi-
cago Street.

Just Us 807 S. Fifth Street. Great Fri-
day fish fries, Country Dancing on Satur-
days and more make this a popular place
to be. Just Us draws a mixed crowd of
men and women.

Kathy's Nut Hut 1500 W. Scott. What
can you say about a bar that has "This
much fun should be illegal" as a slogan.
Kathy's is primarily a Lesbian bar located
on the near South Side.

La Cage 801 S. Second St. The big
one. La Cage is Milwaukee's biggest and
hottest dance bar. With two dance floors,
seven bars, a basement pub that serves
good food and great service it's no wonder
that this place is Milwaukee's favorite bar.

Word to wise get there early on Pride-
Fest weekend or be ready to wait to get in.

La
Street. This is one great Mexican restau-

rant. They have a really big deck, a chili g4 |

pepper you can ride and fantastic food.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel gives 4 __

La Perla 3.5 stars.

Mama Roux, 1875 N. Humboldt. Gay
Milwaukee's favorite East Side neighbor-
hood bar. Mama Roux has great Friday
fish fries and other fantastic food as well.
The bar specializes in Cajun food and

you'd be hard pressed to find someone :

who's eaten there and didn't enjoy it.

The M & M Club, 124 N. Water. Great
food, great drinks, good service and a
wonderful atmosphere plus live entertain-
ment on the weekends make this place a
must stop. Check out the Glass Menag-
erie Restaurant.

S. Water Street Docks 354 E. National.
A nice bar with a nice atmosphere. A
good mix of people hang out here from
jocks to the leather crowd. There are drink
specials and a nice cocktail hour.

Station 2 1534 W. Grant. This Lesbian
and Gay bar is a always a fun to stop.
The place has a train motif and very
friendly bartenders. | only go there when |
need a real good laugh. Somehow they
always provide one.

Zippers 819 S. Second Street. Zippers
is located next to La Cage. It's claim to
fame are the low prices. But don't get the
idea that this is some sort of dive bar. Far
from it. The newly remodeled Zippers is a
fun place to go.

Tour the Lakefront
and PrideFest by
Boat This Year

A new addition for PrideFest this year
will be boat tours of Milwaukee’s Lake-
front provided by Schmeil Tours. Schmeil
Tours will welcome you on board for a
scenic tour o PrideFest and Milwaukee's
Lakefront daily on Saturday, June 7" and
Sunday, June 8. This outing would be
ideal for children of all ages to attend.

Don't forget to reserve your space for
the evening cruises, cially the cruise
pri(:lis to the “Light Up The Sky” fire-
W

orks.

Space is limited for these cruises. For
more information, look for the Schmeil
Boat Tours at PrideFest and make your
reservations as soon as possible.

A Few 1996 “Carry
the Torch” Shirts Are
Still Available

The remaining stock of 1996 “Carry the
Torch™ shirts has been transferred to two
outlets m Milwaukee. The white shiris
with the bold, six color design were so
popular last year, the PrideFest souvenir
stand ran out before the end of the Festi-
val. A second run was made in time
for the Labor Day Weekend Linx Block
P

any.

If you were left out in the cold without a
1996 PndeFest souvenir shiit, you can

urchase one at Afterwords Bookstore,

710 N. Murray Avenue or Desi
Men, 1200 S. 1" Street, T-shirts and long-
sleeved mock turtle necks are available,
but sizes may be limited. Once these shirts
are sold out, they will not be reprinted.

Perla Restaurant 734 S. Fifth .
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The Possum Queen Contest is in Full Swing

and Promises to be a Grand Show

On your mark, get set, go! Possum
Queen contestants have three weeks to
raise as much money as they can, any
way they can, for AIDS service providers.
Whoever brings the most money to the
Alyn Hess Stage at 8:30 p.m. Friday, June
6, zgomncs the 1997 Possum Queen.

. But there’s more.
_ While the cam%ugn team is determin-
mg the winner, Possum Queen contest-
ants will entertain the crowd. “It’s not
going to be a beautiful drag diva fashion
show,” wams Max Bamett, head of the
_Poss{mnbeQueen " 1eaml, “It's go-
ing to be more of the raucously, campy,
siﬁy, drag stuff.” 4 4
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There mught be line dancing or go-go
dancing, There might be belly button
whistlers — if you’ve ever seen one, you
know how silly they are. Some contest-
ants lip sinc. Some sing for real. One year
a contestant impersonated an animated
cartoon character. :

The whole thing, Bamett explams,
started as a joke six years ago as a contest
among bars, It got bigger. It became an
AIDS fundraiser. “Now it’s just gotten
huge, huge, huge, huge, huge. We raised
$22.,000 last . It has grown so big it
has joined PrideFest.

“There are no rules” Bamett says,
“which allows a lot of really silly stuff to
go on. Last year one of the candidates

PrideFest to Offer a
Choice of Foods To

Tempt Every Taste

When it comes to food, PrideFest dif-
fers from many other summer festivals in
two ways.

First, volunteers nm most of the food
booths as fund-raisers for their organiza-
tions, which receive a portion of the gross
profits.

Second, compared to other summer fes-
tivals, PnideFest offers a varety of vege-
tarian offerings. For example, the special
PrideFest tomato sauce being used by the
Galano Club for spaghetti and sandwiches
starts off meatless and remams “unvio-
lated,” according to its cook.

As last year, a spagheti dinner —
vegetarian and with meatballs — will be
ufﬁzred on Friday and Saturday nights
from the Galano Club tent. Galano will
also sell Philly brats, meatball sand-
wiches, & baked potatoes with a choice
of butter and sour cream topping or broc-
coli cheese sauce topping. New this year
are fresh-baked chocolate chip cookaes.

Hamburgers, cheeseburgers, hrals,‘vcﬁg
-tarian burgers and Mexi-burgers will
featured at the main grill. -

In the snack area, called Davinci's
Pizza, you can again purchase pizza with
various lup[pl%s. along with snacks.

A fried foods booth will offer goodies
like deep-fried zucchini, deep-fried moz-
zarella sticks, jalapeno cheese poppers,
and French fries, plain or with cheese
topping.

ewgl.his year will be a booth selling
Mexican style fare, such as meat and
vegetarian tacos and burritos, and every-
one's favorite - nachos,

Amazon’s Heros will again feature both
meat and meatless cold submarine sand-
wiches and deserts.

One entire booth will be devoted to the
iaé summer treat of roasted com on
cob. . =

Coffee will be served at Davinci's
Pizza, the Afterwords Literature Tent, and

Articles reprinted from “Pride Guide
97" with permission from PrideFest,
Inc.

All articles written by Sue Burke.

the Galano Tent.
In addition, several private vendors fa-
miliar to the LBGT community will sell
‘ coffee, sandwiches, frozen custard, and

other treats.

from one tavem was kidnapped, taped to
a bar stool, bound and gagged, and
shanghaied and taken around to all of the
other tavems, where they made fim of
him and drank beer around him.”

In past years, contestants have raised
funds with mud wrestling challenges, pie
tosses, chil cooking competitions, car
washes, wiener dog races, raffles, bead
sales, dances, shows, direct solicitations
for funds, and chicken bingo, which -
volves live chickens in a nmning
across numbered squares. The winning
ggq:‘;re 1s determined by chicken “depos-
its.

At the show, someone involved with the
campai will receive the “Tommy
Award,” named after a past Possum

who died of AIDS, for “the person
who we feel really sees the point of it,”
Bamett says. “Just raise money — none
of the bar politics, none of the social cir-
cle politics. The winner 1s beyond the
games",

Possum Queen candidates who are shy
may designate a proxy to perform. Bar-
nett says that because the show is limited
to two hours, this year’s show will be
more organized than previous years, but
he still doesn’t know who exactly will
perform or what they will do.

Bamett admits there are a few rules. No
vandalizing other bars for fundraising
purposes. “Beg, borrow, or whatever for
money — no stealing.” At the show, “no
raunch, because my mom and my
grandma and my meces and nephews
come. It’s a family show for everybody.”

Expect the show to be spontaneous and
full of surprises. Last year, “I got on the
stage at the beginning of the show as the
host in slacks and a neck tie” Bamett
says. “By the end of the show, someone
threw a wig and gown on me, and | be-
came Victoria Maxwell. This year, | don’t
know if you'll be seeing Max or Victora.

“I'm not sure exactly what to expect,
but I'm sure we can expect fun.”

Park East Hotel
Host Hotel for
PrideFest

Located just north of the festival
ounds on a bluff’ overlooking Lake
ichigan, the Park East Hotel, 916 E.
State St., will be the host hotel for Pride-
Fest, as it has been for the past four years.

The PrideFest shuttle will stop at the
Park East on Saturday and Sunday, so
guests need not worry about parking.

The hotel will offer a special PndeFest
rate of $70 plus tax for one or two people.
Reservations should be made by May 5.
Call (414) 276-8800 or (800) 328-7275
and mention PrideFest.

Family Day to be
Celebrated With
Clowns and Music
at PrideFest ‘97

Bring your kids, or borrow your nicces
and nephews, and bring them to Pride-
Fest’s new Family Day Children’s Area
Saturday, June 7, from 11:00 am. to 7:00

am,

L They can play camival games, sing and
dance, enjoy face painters and clowns,
and help make a banner that will be car-
ried in the Pride Parade the next day.

Chief Clown and organizer of the event,
Ted Berg, hopes 100 kids come for the
first year. “We're kind of doing a smat-
tering of a lot of different things to see
what works, and in coming years to in-
corporate the things that work and reor-
ganize the things that don’t,” he says.

If there are enough children at any one
time, he'll organize a clown c::grcss chil-
drm‘stgamdc 1o tour the grounds.

Children’s performers will include
“Side by Side” at 1:30 p.m. i the Chil-
dren’s Area. Diane Bloom and Sandy
Lewis will provide fun participatory mu-
sic and movement. “We wow em on the
grade school circuit,” Lewis says.,

Berg has no children of his own, *but I
do love children,” he says. He's both a
clown and a Santa Claus, and he believes
bringing children mte PndeFest activities
1s an important celebration of the com-

munity.

The Parade banner will express the
children's pride and love for their parents.
“When it 1s carmed in the parade," Berg
said, “it will say to the outside commu-
nity that Gay and Lesbian people are also
mothers and fathers, anme do have
family values if you just look.”

_-_——
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Love! Valour! Compassion! The cast of Love! Valour! Compassion!, a new Gay themed film based on the
hit Broadway play 15 shown above. The Wisconsin Light is sponsoring a benefit premiere for the new
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center on June 11. (See ad on page 39 for details)

Madison’s Unicorn Are Up and Running,
Opening Summer with a Blast

Madison—~The Unicoms of Madison is
pleased to announce the success of our
May 3, 1997 “GLSTN FUN-RAISER" at
Manoeuvre's, 150 S. Blair St., Madison.
Thanks to the generosity of the community
we were able to raise $376.00. The Uni-
corns donated an additional $124.00, giv-
ing a total of $500, or the equivalent of
one scholarship, to the Gay, Lesbian &

traight Teachers Network - South Centra
Wisconsin (GLSTN-SCW). )

Unicorn members were busy that night,
receiving donations, selling raffle tickels
and entertaining the crowd with a bondage
demonstration. The high point was a io-
tally chrome studded hood that members
of the audience continuously came over to
admire and touch.

Thanks to local community merchants,
Unicorns was able to raffle $285 worth of
merchandise. The Unicorns wish to ex-
pressly thank Ed Grunewald, owner of Ma-
noeuvres and the MAD Bar, and his staff
whose assistance and sponsorship were
instrumental in the both the success and
the crowd's enjoyment of the event.

GLSTN-SCW promotes tolerance and in-
clusion of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgendered issues in education.

GLSTN sfrives to provide support for its
members with resources, information, and
sharing that allows members to create an
atmosphere in school that is safe for eve-
ryone. The Unicoms is proud to support

this worthy cause that impacts both our
community and our youth,

The GLSTN Scholarship Fund is de-
signed to honor senior year students who
have supported the mission of GLSTN by
their actions throughout their high school
years. A student does not have fo be a
GLSTN member to be eligible, nor does an
applicant's sexual orienfation need fo be
disclosed. Each year two $500 awards are
presented, one to a female senior, and the
other to a male senior. GLSTN-SCW can
be reached at P.O. Box 259502, Madison,
W 53725-8502.

The Unicoms of Madison, Inc. can be
reached at P.O. Box 536, Madison, WI
53701-0536 and is planning another fund
raiser in August at The Shamrock, 117 W.
Main St., Madison.

InQuest Run %

Need to put some “bang” in your 4 of
July celebrating? The Unicoms of Madison
is holding a run this July 4-6 weekend at
St. Unicom, a member's farm located 75
miles west of Madison. !

Unicorn members are now busy getting
the bars, stage, showers, campgrounds,
and in-door dining facilities ready. Enter-
tainment is planned with a get-together so-

cial Friday evening, an entertainment ex-
travaganza Saturday night, and an awards
brunch on Sunday. Catered meals will be

Please See Unicorn Page 25
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VIDEO
ADVENTURES

One Of The Top Films Of The Year!
That Rare Masterpiece, A Piece Of Celluloid You’ll Want
To Scoop Up And Treasure For A Long, Long Time.”

~Brandon Judell, DETOUR MAGAZINE
“A Warm And Funny Love Story.
Refreshingly Spunky And Unsentimental!”

-Michael Musto, VILLAGE VOICE

1418 E. Brady
Milwaukee

272-6768

Open Daily 10am-10pm

John McGivern

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

John McGivern: Milwaukee's Own
Nationally known Gay Comic

He's a Gay Robin Williams. He's
funny, he's bright, he's proud. He's
Milwaukee bred and raised John Mc

John's credits include appearances
on the Comedy Channel, the Arts and
Entertainment Network, VH-1 and hun-
dreds of theaters and clubs around the
country. Where ever he goes John be-
comes a fraveling ambassador of
laughs for the Cream City.

Best of all John is coming to Milwau-
kee. You can catch him at Mama
Roux's for its big mud wrestling Pos-
sum Queen Fund raiser Sunday June 1,
at 2:00 and at the Milwaukee Rep's
Steimke theatre from Thursday June 5
through Saturday June 7 as well as at
PrideFest following the opening cere-
monies.

Dusty Sass - So John where exactly in
Milwaukee did you grow up.

John McGivern Bartlett and Kenwood
Ave. on the East Side,

D.S. So what was it like growing up Gay
on Milwaukee's East Side?

J.M.. Little did | know that when | lived in
Milwaukee growing up. | will say that the
East Side of Milwaukee was a great place
to grow up. Growing up | didn't really know
| was Gay, | only knew that Barbie doll is
mine.

It's kind of funny we all have these uni-
versal experiences. What we thought was
odd was really that we were simple ho-
mos. We weren't odd at all.

All along | thought | was unique. But |
wasn't, not at all, | was just a simple dairy

queen.
D.S. Tell us about your family

J. M. | have a brother who lives in Florida,
and a brother who lives in Detroit, one
brother lives in Milwaukee and my two
sisters live in Cedarburg. My mother lives
right between the two of them a mile away
from Colleen Mary Margaret and Maureen
Mary Margaret. Don't say pathetically Irish
to me.

My Dad was a brick laying welder. Yum!
My Dad was really butch. | said that at
even at age seven. My mother was ma-
cho too. | don't know what happened to
me.

D.S. | take it your Mom liked that Mary
Margaret name?

J.M.. She did. | know that she wanted to
call me Bridget. Which | wouldn't have
minded | don't think.

D.S. Do you work Wisconsin into your
routines a lot?

J.M.. Yes | do. In fact | have this one bit
where | talk about how | was the smallest
baby in Milwaukee history, just 8 pounds 8
ounces.

Its funny a friend of mine from San Di-
ego went back home to Oshkosh and
spent the last year of his life there before
he died of AIDS. Some of his friends flew
to Oshkosh for the funeral. The seven of
us were at the funeral together and they
kept saying, "I can't believe how many
Lesbians there are here,” and | said those
aren't Lesbians those are the girls from
Oshkosh. | still not sure they believed me.
D.S. So where do you live now?

Please See McGivern Page 31
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Da Winner! Crig Gemoules won an “First Wives Club” movie poster autographed by Bette Midler in & fund
raiser for Superior’s Main Club Relief Fund. The poster donated by The Wisconsin Light was rafiled off at
the Trio Club. The raffle raised over $800. Shown with Crig is Jo Ann Moody, owner of the Trio Bar. The

Trio sold the tickets for the raffle.

The Wild Rose: New
Opens in Stoughton

By Bill Meunier

Stoughton WIl-- |f you are like most
people you probably wouldn't think
Stoughton Wisconsin as a Gay and Les-
bian mecca. But Amy Meisner and Vera
Zidos are hoping that you will think again.

Amy and Vera have opened Wisconsin's
newest Les/Bi/Gay Bed and Breakfast, the
Wild Rose in a chamming secluded farm
house located in Stoughton.

The Wild Rose is a short 20 minute drive
from Madison, but it exists in a chaming
small town world full of recreational, din-
ing, shopping and special event activities.

Amy and Vera planned for their business
for six years. "We fell in love with this
place,” said Vera. "The setting is unique”
says Amy "Rather than the stuffy Victo-
rian setting that you traditionally see, we
have gone for a more homey farmhouse
comfortable country feel and look.

“We don't want our guests to be afraid to
touch something. We want them to feel
right at home, except for the pampering
and special attention we provide to all of
our visitors."

The site is secluded from neighboring
properties. [t includes a fire pit for barbe-
cues and private parties, an old fashioned
screen in porch and a private hiking trail.

Breakfast can be served to you in bed, in
the dining room or on the porch.

Why did Amy and Vera decide to open a
B & B in Stoughton? "We had stayed at
many ourselves, but we didn't think there
were enough in this area,” said Amy.
"This area has a lot to offer members of
our community.” Indeed it does.

You can start with the hiking trails. The
Wild Rose itself has a private hiking trail
on its property. Plus there are other hiking
trails in the area.

Lake Kegonsa, a large state park is just
10 minute drive away. The park boasts
cross country skiing, a beautiful lake, and
ample picnic grounds.

Then there is Coachman's golf course
which is right next door to the Wild Rose.
The 27 hole golf course is a public course.

If outdoor recreation isn't your thing then

_—

Amy And Vera Owners of the Wild Rose

LesbianB & B

try some indoor activities. The Stoughton
area has a large number of number of art
galleries and antique shops are within
easy reach.

And Stoughton has an old fashioned
historic shopping district that rivals the
popular Cedarburg downtown shopping
district. "The main difference is that
Stoughton has more stores and that they
have kept the original historic character
intact,” said Meissner.

In addition to the Stoughton Downtown
area with its many shops you may also
want to check out the Cambridge Shop-

ping District which is home of the famous
Rowe pottery works, as well as 50 other
specialty shops.

Stoughton also has a rather unique
movie theater, the Cinema Café. Unlike
most theaters patrons don't sit in rows of
seats here. Instead they sit at tables
where waiters and waitresses take their
orders and serve them food and drink
while they watch the latest releases from
Hollywood.

Stoughton is known for being a center of
Norwegian culture in Wisconsin. In fact it
has the largest Nordic Constitution Day
celebration anywhere outside of Norway.
Over 40,000 visitors are expecied to at-
tend.

Other special events include The
Stoughton Junior Fair July 2-6, Maxwell
Street Days and City Wide Garage Sale,
July 19, the Halloween Harvest Festival ,
October 22 - 25, Holiday Open Houss,
November 21 - 23 and the Victorian Holi-
day Celebration.

Local cuisine emphasizes the Nordic
heritage of the fown's founders. Many of
the local bakeries feature Norwegian deli-
cacies. But you don't have a lutefish fan
to enjoy a great dinner in Stoughton,
There are many small town restaurants
where the emphasis is on value as quality.

Quality is what the Wild Rose is all
about. Amy and Vera would love to show
you the quality of life of Stoughton. To re-
serve a room at the Wild Rose call them at
(608) 877-9942.

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

MADISON

Frontiers Holds Pot Luck
On Saturday May 24

Frontiers will be holding its annual Me-
morial Day Weekend Cookout and Pot
Luck on Saturday May 24.

Everyone is welcome to participate. Call
David at (608) 274-5959 for details

MILWAUKEE

The SSBL Goes to the Mustang

Game on August 1

The Saturday Softball League is selling
tickets for a very special event. The SSBL
will be taking 40 people to a Milwaukee
Mustang Indoor Football Game on Satur-
day June 1%

Tickets are $20.00 for lower level seats
for the game against the Portland Forest
Dragons.

For an extra $5.00 participants can enter
a 50/50 raffle. You don't have to be pres-
ent to win the raffle.

For tickets contact the SSBL.

SAGE Has Movie Nights
SAGE has scheduled two movie nights
for the month of May.
On Monday May 25, the group will show
the excellent documentary of Gays and

MAY 22, 1997 - JUNE 4, 1997
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Lesbians in film, "The Celluloid Closet".
On Monday June 2, the delightful com-
edy film "Maybe Maybe Not," will be
shown.
Both films will be shown at Lake Park
Lutheran church, 2647 N. Stowell.

Delores Barry at MCC

Delores Barry, Gospel Singer and Evan-
gelist will be at Milwaukee's Metropolitan
Community Church on Sunday May 25"
i Ms. Barry will preach at the 11:00 Serv-
ice and give a concert at 7:00 PM.

MCC meets at the Hotel Astor, 924 E.
Juneau.

Unicorn
Continued From Page 24

served throughout the weekend with food
and liguid refreshment available 24 hours.
A hot tub is on the grounds. For the more
adventurous, a mud pit will allow all hardy
souls to really commune with nature.

In the past, demonstrations and contests
were held throughout the weekend, in-
cluding competitions that raised money for
community charities. This year's InQuest
run promises all knights a chance to don
their armor and and go-off on their own
quest or CRUISE-sade. Interested con-
quistadors can get an application or infor-
mation from The Unicorns of Madison at
P.0O. Box 536, Madison, WI 53701-0536.

Sponsor of the 1997 History Tent

CREAM CITY FOUNDATION

P. O. Box 204 * MILWAUKEE,

WI 53202 - (414) 265-0880
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Curtain Calls

Gutzman Ends 97
Season With Lavish
Production of ‘Gigi’

Milwaukee—Producer and director Dale
Gutzman ends his current theatre season
with a production of the romantic Lerner
and Loewe musical, Gigi. Based on the
award-winning film, the stage musical is a
whirlwind of song, dance and spectacle
set in Paris in 1901.

Gaston Lachailles, a wealthy bon vivant,
escapes from his social boredom by visit-
ing “Mamita” Alverez, a poor and down to
earth friend and her grand daughter, Gigi.
Gaston doesn't realize that Gigi's Aunt
Alicia, a former courtesan of some repute,
is grooming Gigi to become Gaston's next
mistress. Gigi, however, holds out for real
love and marriage.

Based upon the stories of Colette, this
world-famous musical includes some of
Lemer and Loewe's most famous songs:
“Thank Heaven for Little Girls,” “The Night
They Invented Champagne,” “| Remember
It Well," and the title song, “Gigi."

Gigi will be played by a 16 year-old local
actress, Sarah Sckolovic, who recently
appeared in Gutzman's productions of
Space Gypsies and Company.

Gaston will be played by Chris Engel-
hardt, a formidable baritone currently
working at Broadway Baby, who was dis-
covered by Gutzman and used, also, in
Company.

Gigi plays at Vogel Hall at the Marcus
Center for the Performing Arts, Friday and
Saturday, June 6, 7 and June 13, 14.
Performances are at 8:00 p.m. To reserve
tickets call (414) 273-7206.

Cream City Chorus
Prepares for ‘Gay
Concert III’

Milwaukee—As the finale of its 10"
Anniversary Season, the Wisconsin
Cream City Chorus’ Gay Concert Il
promises to be quite an event. In ad-
dition to the festive and often off-color
numbers performed by Chorus en-
sembles, this year's concert will fea-
ture guest appearances by many of
Milwaukee’s great musical artists.

Among those expected to join the
Cream City Chorus in their Anniver-
sary Concert are members of the Fest
City Singer, Singsational Productions,
the Bay City Chorus, and many of the
Chorus’ past members.

The Gay Concert lll: A Decade of
Decadence, will be held at 8:00 p.m.
on Saturday, June 14", at the Marcus
Center for the Performing Arts, Todd
Wehr Theater. Tickets are $8 in ad-
vance, $10 at the door. Advance tick-
ets may be purchased at Afterwords
Bookstore, Mama Roux, and the
BestD Clinic, or through the Chorus
office: P.O. Box 1488, Milwaukee, WI
53201-1488.

Benka’s ‘Manya
and Marie’ to be
Presented in May

Milwaukee—An original play based on
local performer and writer Jen Benka's
Xeric winning comic book, Manya and the
life of Marie Curie, will be presented on
Friday, May 30 through Sunday, June 1.

Performer/poet Kelly McNally stars in the
piece as Manya—"a young, contemporary
woman on a humorous and sometimes
poetic search for meaning and identity in a
culture where progress has often meant
destruction,” Benka explained. Manya's
search includes a late night conversation
with the ghost of Marie Curie, portrayed by
Benka.

Manya and Marie also features locals
Tim Grair in dual roles as a bookstore
clerk and an enlightened homeless man
and Jen Moore as Marie Curie’s sister,
Bronya.

The performance includes 50 original
and evocative slides from turn-of-the-
century Milwaukee warehouses and
working factories which work to illustrate
the bones often left behind by progress.

Benka has performed at Theatre X and
the Kohler Arts Center and is a past re-
cipient of a Diverse Visions grant from In-
termedia Arls. Her poetry and visual art
has been published in national publica-
tions.

She also writes Manya, a comic book il-
lustrated by Kris Dresen and published by
Vagabond Press in Chicago. Manya has
been reviewed and featured on Canadian
TV and in MS Magazine, the Comics
Journal and the Progressive.

Manya amﬁlq Marie will be perfonnaanri-
day, May 30" through Sunday, June 1" at
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, June 1" at 1:00
p.m. at the Pangolin, 828 E. Locust Street.
Seating is limited. For reservations call
(414) 299-9441.

Ruthie on Parade
and This Is It

As we go to press, we have just re-
ceived word that Ruthie has deigned to
grace the Pride Parade with her August
presence.

(Ruthie is the only one who can be
August in June.)

Of course, Ruthie can't just “parade.”
She must appear in the style that Her
Britannic Majesty would find suitable.
Thus, Ruthie will be in a carriage (a
modemn one, the kind with an engine),
pulled, not by horses (how antedilu-
vian!). The vehicle will run on its own.

BUT, she will be attended by strapping
young men, hunks, gorgeous types,
thighs bulging...| digress.

Ruthie has also consented kindly to
appear at This Is It, sweeping grandly
into the pub in a trail of bugle beads and
fur.

Be sure to watch for time and date.

DONE, this Twentieth of May, in the
Year of Grace, 1997, by Order of the
Queen.

In The Life The June episode of “In the Life” focuses on Gay and Lesbian independent film and video.
Shown above is a scene from “Junky, Punky, Girlz"” , “In the Life’s"” national short film and video winner,
The film will be shown in its entirety during the episode. The June Gay Pride episode will be shown state
wide on Wisconsin Public TV, on Monday June 9 at 11:00 PM and in Milwaukee on channel 10 on
Wednesday June 25 at 11:00 PM.

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Fest City Singers

An Evening Out

(A Gay Caaret)

Café Mélange

Hotel Wisconsin 720 N Old World Third Street
Milwaukee, WI

Friday May 30 ¢ 8 em Saturday May 31 8 pm
ARCW - Benefit Performance Sunday June 1
Post - Brunch ¢ 3 pm
Tickets $10

For Ticket Information Call 263-SING(7464)

The Wisconsin Cream City Chorus, Ltd. Presents...

SATURDAY,

JUNE 14, 1997

8:00 P.M.

Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, Todd Wehr Theater

10th Anniversary Celebration
Featuring guest appearances by many of Milwaukee's great musical talents

TICKETS ARE $8 IN ADVANCE, $10 AT THE DOOR.
Available at AfterWords Bookstore, BESTD Clinic and Mama Roux

P.O. Box 1488 ® Milwaukee, WI 53201-1488
414°344WCCC
AD DESIGN GRACOUSLY DONATED BY TNT GRAPHICS 414-372-9868
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DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX!

4 Different Places to Party, Dance or Relax
7 Bars = 2 Dance Floors = 4 Sound Systems
Video = Food =Games » Dancing

Open Nightly at 8pm

.~~~ WELCOME CLASSIC PLAYERS
Memorial Day \Xeekend

Show Your Badge — Same as
La Cage Cardholders

FAHHHHHHHHHHK
DON'T MISS THIS ONE

“TURN-ABOUT”

|

|

;" Where the Bartenders do the Show
| & the Performers Tend Bar!

TUES, JUNE 3 = 10:30°P™ = §2Ccver
A P@ssum Queen Fun C{Paise I

FHHHHHHHHHHHK

.

June 6t

Proud Co-Sponsor of the Dance Tent
Free Shuttle Bus Leaving La Cage & Zippers

a2 Ay - We invite you to Party at
Wisconsins #1 Dance Club

DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK
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A family scene In Between Owner, Curt Peck is shown above surrounded by two of his friends, bartenders

Tommy on the left and Patrick on the right.
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DUSTY’S CORNER

Bill Meunier

In Between's Curt Peck Is A Man Who
Values the Important Things

It's a Thursday evening and a
crowded bar of happy patrons chats,
drinks, shoots darts and plays pool in
a space that looks like a turn of the
century corner favern.

Surrounded by antiques ranging from
a gas pump to neon department store
signs, the customers are clearly having
a good time.

The bar of course is Milwaukee's In
Between, the pride and joy of owner
Curt Peck. Located at 625 S. Second
Street, In Between is just a few years
old, but it has already had a major im-
pact on Milwaukee's bar scene.

Many know In Between for its Packer
Parties and other special events, but
there is more to this fun place than
that. There is quality service, a great
Jjuke box, and an eclectic mix of cus-
tomers.

We caught up with the whirlwind of
activity that goes by the name of Curt
Peck and got him fto sit still long
enough for this interview.

Dusty Sass - You are born and raised in
Milwaukee

Curt Peck - Yes

D.S. So how old are you?

C.P. | admit to 32.

D.S. You've been in the bar business
for a long time haven't you?

C.P. Yes 1984 or '85. | worked at Cest Le
Vie, the old Y.P. Triangle when Al had it,
then Partners, which | managed, then
Grubs and Zippers and now here.

D.S. This time you own the place. Do
you find that different from Managing?
C.P. (Laughs) Yes | had some experience
managing Partners, but it's... I'd like to say
it's exactly what | thought it would be, but
it's not. | learned about supervising people
in the service. It's a totally different atmos-
phere.

D.S. In other words you don't get to just
lock the door and go home.

C.P. You take it home with you and you
take it back with you.

D.S. So why do you do it?

C.P. | enjoy putting smiles on people's
faces. | love talking, | am a social person,
| always have been. That's the real nice
part of it. Meeting different people and
iearning lots of things. Especially older
folks, their experiences and stuff, | really
get a kick out of that.

D.S. So you aren't one of those places
who only wants younger people to
come in.

C.P. Oh no absolutely not. Everyone is
welcome here, Gay, Lesbian, straight or
Transgender, whatnot. And it shows, we
have them all here. And | honestly, not
due to greed, | honestly won't have it any
other way. | want everybody. That was
the whole idea of having Gay bars, giving
sexual minorities a place to go.

D.S. You've been involved with more
than just the bars though haven't you?
| know you worked on the Clinton cam-
paign. Apparently, being a bar owner
isn't enough for you.

C.P. There's a lot more to Gay life than the
bars. | was in the service for a long time
and that matured me. It didn't force me but
it gave me a desire to get involved in a lot
of things. My life doesn't revolve around

just Gay bars. There's so much more to be
involved with than just the Gay bars.
D.S. Your bar has been real active too.
You've done a quite a few things, and
you're very well known for the Packers
too. Are you proud to be called "Gay
Milwaukee's number one Packer Fan.”
C.P. Oh sure A lot of that had to with you
folks giving me that title. You know, | am
not going to be doing this forever. When
| stop doing this, | don't want to just be
known as a Gay bar owner. | want to be
proud of what | do. Having a bar gives me
a vehicle to do a lot of things through the
bar.

I've always found it necessary to be
proud of what | am doing. Just making

money and serving drinks, that will never

be it and never has been' of sole impor-
tance to me.

D.S. | noticed that with the Possum
Queen Contest you are the only bar
owner who is in the contest yourself.
C.P. Again. | raised $1,600 last year and
had a great time doing it. Honestly some
folks especially Doug, my other half, asked
me Why do you want to do that. You're
not a female impersonator.”

Honestly one of the reasons was to poke
fun at myself. To make the quote bar
owner, unquote much more human, much
more attainable and more real.

I've always said if you can't poke fun at
yourself, don't be upset if other people do
it for you.

D.S. | notice the parties you do here.
They are special. It's not enough for
you to get people in here. You want
them to go out with a smile on their
faces. Your Christmas Party for exam-
ple you gave out over $500 in cash,
plus another $1,000 in prizes. You
seem to go all out the parties are real
special to you aren't they?

C.P. You know a long time ago, | was
working at Triangle for the first time and |
saw what everybody was doing.

| started looking at what kind of place |
would want fo go to. | wanted a place
that's fun and not just a meat market. You
know take, take, take and not give.

This is not what | am going to retire on. |
know that and | don't run it that way. | try
to give customers and employees as much
as | can. You have to give to get.

| think there are some other bar owners
past and present who realize that It
makes good business sense plus that's
what we're hear for, to offer a social outlet
for people who don't have on.

D.S. I've heard a lot of people comment
on the décor here. You must have
spent a fortune on those antiques.
Where did the idea come from?

C.P. My life partner, Doug and | own an
antique store, Clinton Street Antiques, I've
gone to bars in the past. | travel with Dad.

What | wanted to do with the Movie Star
pictures and autographs, that's been done
in straight bars, but not in Gay bars.

| don't want to copy what anyone else
does. | want my own lock and | want to be
proud of it. | was nervous about the retro
look, because | was worried about it look-
ing too "straightish"

But everybody seems to really like. It
was something that | wanted to do at first.
D.S. But where did you get the idea for

all the stuff like the Gas Tank and the
car door with the Drive in tray and how
did you track the stuff down?

C.P. These are things that | like. | like ad-
vertisements | like old things. | am a nut
for history and for the past and for archi-
tecture. As time goes by people are start-
ing to respect the past.

D.S. Tell us about Doug your life part-
ner. How did you meet?

C.P. We've been together for 7 1/2 years.
| was managing. | was singing at Pariner's
Christmas party.

He was hanging around with this guy
who | knew as a customer. Oddly enough
given how shy he is, he came up and gave
me a tip and he smiled at me. | was
hooked right there.

D.S. So you didnt care he was with
someone else?

C.P. Not necessarily. | bought them a shot
and then pulled my friend aside and said
"You're not going to ruin this for me and
tell me that you guys are together are
you?"

He said "No he's free for the taking." And
that was that.

D.S. | know that family is very important
to both of you. | noticed that during the
Packer season, Doug's family came in
to watch with one coming in from Ve-
gas.

C.P. Yes, we flew them here. Family is
very important to Doug and |.

D.S. What about your daily specials.
You have the balloon toss, you have
free pool and darts during happy hour.
You seem to be very interested in hav-
ing people come in and do more than
drink. lts that like your secret of suc-
cess?

C.P. | am not one to spend too much time
patting myself on the back. The secret is
that people like coming here.

A lot of that is the bartenders. | think |
have the best staff in town. And | tell them
that, and | treat them like that.

If you have bar where the staff is miser-
able that will rub off on the customers. |
just want to be happy with what | am ac-
complishing what | am doing.

D.S. What do you do for fun and ex-
citement?
C.P. Doug's folks have a cottage up North,
which we rarely get to see. | love fishing. |
do some arts and crafts type things. | love
gardening.

During the winter | am at a loss. Our
garden was nominated three times last
year for a Mayor's award.

Plus | like to work. | like to do special
" things and when they go over, that's fun
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for me.

D.S. What is your philosophy in life.
C.P. Try and make everybody smile, and
don't be so caught in yourself that you fail
to recognize there are other people in the
world. Just be happy with yourself.

D.S. So what should we have asked
you?

C.P. What is the most important thing in
my life. I'd have to say, not money, not
fame, Douglas certainly, my family, his
family, my friends, pecple who reciprocate
kindness.

And | cherish my life with Doug, but |
wonder if he is kind of a dum dum for put-
ting up with me.

Actually | think Doug is a pretty smart
(and very attractive cookie). He knows
a good thing when he sees if and Curt
Peck is definitely a good thing. Good
for his customers, good for his em-
ployees and good for his community.
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By Dusty Sass

Well kiddies Spring is finally upon us
(well almost). Can you stand it? Why one
day the temperature actually got up in the
60's!!! But as they say, “This is Wiscon-
sin.”

All kidding aside this up and down it's
warm and then it's cold stuff reminds me
of a friend’s last relationship.

But | have managed to keep busy.

| make a point of stopping by at This Is
it. I's a wam, friendly place, where
there's always fun to be had. The drink
prices are fres reasonable. You can go
there, take a friend, and not spend the
rent,

| really enjoy the weekends there, espe-
cially Friday nights. People come in, most
of whom | haven't had a chance to hob-
nob with all week.

The SSBL finally got underway and the
games were great. They were followed by
the Mr. SSBL contest at In Between. The
coveted title was won by hunky Brian of
Mama Roux's, Mama's Family team. He
sold more raffle tickets than the other can-
didates.

But it was a very close race. Ray from
the Triangle team finished second and
Marshall of the Ball Game Rangers came
in third. All told the event raised over
$1,000 for the League.

The No on AB 104 Rally was great. The
Lesbian Avengers were there eating fire
(literally) and the music provided by Madi-
son's Gay chorus, Perfect Harmony was
wonderful.

After the rally most folks went over to
Scandals for a post rally celebration. And
rightfully so. Mike and Nancy made sure
everyone had a great time.

| also stopped in at Geraldines that
night fo say hi to Ray but he wasn't there
by the time | got there. Then | had a great
time at Manoeuvres.

The Spotlight Party at Manoeuvres tc
celebrate the SSBL playing their games in
Madison was fantastic. They had a great
show, wonderful food (and plenty of it) and
lots of hunky softball players walking
around. (What more could you ask for.)

Owner Ed asked me to be sure and tell
everyone how much he loves the SSBL.
"Those guys were great absolutely great,”
he said. Well of course we are Ed darling
and so are you!

| wanted to stay longer at Manoeuvres
but | couldn't. | had to catch the bus to Di-
version's in Neenah for its Grand Opening.

If you haven't been there yet, do make it
a point to stop in. This is one nice looking
place. The bar was packed and so was
the dance area and | saw many friends
from the Fox Valley.

Joe St. Claire who is helping his sister
Darlene run the place needs some prozac
though. With Mama Roux' s in Milwaukee,
Diversions in Neenah and his new Moe's
Little Jamaican Restaurant in Wautoma he
is going to be one busy little puppy.

CSMI G UP... i

There is lots of good stuff on tap the next
few weeks. So hang onto your wind
breakers and come along for the ride!

Friday May 23, you can find me at Just
Us for one of their fab fish fries. Then |
will be joining my friends at the Hilton for
the Milwaukee Classic Registration party.

Saturday May 24 the 17" Milwaukee
Classic gets underway at Wick Field. Yes
once again Dusty will be pounding the
base paths. The tourney continues on
Sunday and concludes with the traditional
banquet at Serb Hall on Sunday evening.

Admiﬂsasion is free folks so come on down
the 52 and Vliet and cheer for your fa-
vorite players and teams.

Later that evening you can catch me at
The M & M Club to listen in on Singsa-
tional and/or at B's for Lana St. Jame's
Tribute to Broadway. Don't forget Lana
has an all ages show scheduled for 6:30.

Monday May 26 is Memorial Day and |
am planning to celebrate the arrival of
Summer. | will start at South Water Street
Docks for their beer bust and BB'Q. Then
| will head up to Diversions for their Me-
morial Day bash.

Friday May 30 |l be at Café Melange
for the opening night performance of An
Evening Out the latest production from
the Fest City Singers. The performance
will be repeated at 8:00 Saturday and 3:00
Sunday.

Saturday May 31 will be a busy day.
Besides playing ball at Sijan Field, | will be
at the Mama Roux’s Rummage Sale and
auction. It's a benefit for the Mama's
Family team. The rummage sale will go
from Noon to 5:00 and there will be an
auction at 6:30. A beer bust from 5 to 8
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will make it a well rounded event.

Then | will head over to B's for the an-
nual Miss Gay Milwaukee US of A pag-
eant. Some of my favorite performers will
be on hand so | don't want to miss this.

Somewhere in between all that, | want to
stop at M & M for their "Chicken Shit
Bingo" Possum Queen Fund Raiser.

Sunday June 1™ | simply have to catch
my new friend John McGivern at Mama
Roux’'s Possum Queen Mud Wrestling
Challenge. John is going to Emcee this
event. Last year the Mud Wrestlers raised
over $1,600 for AIDS. Let's hope they
double that total this year.

Monday June 2 | am planning on
stopping in at This Is It. They have great
cocktail hours, (other times are fun too)
and it's always a pleasure fo see Joe
Brehm.

Then it will be off to In Between for its
weekly Monday night balloon toss. Owner
Curt Peck gives away about $300 cash
every week.

Speaking of give a-ways, on Tuesday
June 3 | will be at La Cage for their Tumn
About Night Possum Queen Fund Raiser.
As usual they will also be giving away a
trip for two to Las Vegas.

Wednesday June 4 is the weekly Club
Night at The Boot Camp. Buy a drink get

a ticket and win some cold hard cash.
Thursday June 5 | will be at John
McGivern's opening at the Milwaukee
Rep's Stiemke theater. You gofta catch
this show. Openly Gay, McGivern has
been on Comedy Central, A & E and VH-

1. He is from Milwaukee and one of the
funniest people | know.

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

| will be spending the PrideFest week-
end of June 6, 7 and 8, in Chicago visit-
ing friends and checking out the bar scene
down there. Look for details in the next
Wisconsin Light.

That's all for now. | hope to see you out
and about soon. Meanwhile stay safe and
be proud.
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McGivern
Continued From Page 24

J.M.. Los Angeles, | live in Venice on the
beach. It's really lovely.

D.S. Tell us about your coming out?
JM.. | knew that there was problem
somewhere in 8 grade, | was the only
boy in the family who couldn't throw a ball.
In an Irish family the boy who can't throw
the ball is the one who is going to be the
priest.

So | spent seven years in the seminary.
| had more luck there than | did once | got
out. They threw me out after my junior
year because of homosexuality.

D.S. Did they catch you in the act or
something?

J.M.. No, it was more like the stuff in
Randy Schilt's book "Conduct Unbecom-
ing." They rounded up the suspected ho-
mosexuals. They made them go through
grueling interrogations, my name came up
quite a bit.

D.S. Oh ohl

J.M.. The seminary wrote a release for me
to be put through psychological testing.
They told me parents that | was having ter-
rible problems adjusting. They never said
it was because of homosexual activity.

Of course | lived there during the school
year. Then half way through the summer
of my junior year they sent this letter say-
ing | was not welcome back because |
needed psychological adjustment.

So in my Senior year, | had to live with
my family for the first time during school
plus | had to get another school.

| don't know what my parents were
thinking sending a 13 year homosexual to
live with 350 boys. Gee Thanks, Mom |
love it here. | should have asked to spend
summers there too.

| knew then. | really tried to deny it, be-
cause | really was Catholic. | wasn't
comfortable with it. You know the fact
that we come out at all and travel that
road is really quite remarkable.

D.S. Are you still Catholic?

J.M.. When you are raised that way it's so
hard to leave. | have tried everything.
And what | am, is a Catholic. Every
church | tried pales in comparison.

| know | am a Catholic, and | know there
are pluralistic interpretations of the laws of
the church otherwise | would be convinced
that | am going to hell.

D.S. What prompted you to go you into
comedy?

J.M.. I've been an actor for a long time. A
friend of mine was producing a Gay pride
series at the Bailey wick rep in Chicago
during the summer of 93.

He said he wanted me to get up and tell
some of the stories | had been telling at
Sheer Madness. (a long running play in
the Windy City.)

So In January he proposed this to me
and | said "Okay I'l do it." In May he gave
me the dates. But the first time | did it on
stage was in July of 93.

Then | wrote my first one man show,
Midwest Side Story and through that | got
O?f the Comedy Channel and things took
off

| started marketing Midwest Side Story
and then did my second show "More
Midwest Stories” and my third show "John
McGivemn live.

It's really interesting. | didn't know if |
would enjoy the solo work. | have a two
hour show, almost all of it was written and
directed by myself.

It can be hard. | am in a plane or a ho-
tel, or a rental car for 80% of the year.
You go into these communities and they
are incredibly supportive, but then five
days later you are gone.

But | love it, there's nobody else on
stage but me.

D.S. You're going to be here PrideFest
weekend are you going to be attend-
ing?

J.M.. Yes | am on Friday after the opening
ceremony they asked me to do a half hour
of material.

D.S. | didn't know that

J.M.. Well | was start calling last winter to
offer my services. About a month ago, Su-
san Cook finally called me.

She said she would have someone get
back to me. Finally | called her again and
said no one had gotten back to me.

Then she called me back and told me to
call Jill Clark. So | called Jill a number of
times and finally was able to get a hold of
her.

| know that they have Lea Delaria. We
have the same agent. In fact my picture is
on the page next to hers in their booking
material mine is the one that says "raised
in Milwaukee."

D.S. So you will be there on stage on
Friday evening

J.M.. Yes. When | finally got to talk to Jill
she offered me a bunch of options, but by
that time | already had my show booked at
the Steimke.

D.S. And you are going to the do Mama
Roux's Mud Wrestling Possum Queen
Fundraiser too aren't you?

J.M.. Yes, that should be a real scream.
It's going to be hilarious.

D.S. Tell us about the show

J.M.. "l am doing a combination of all
three of my shows. | am doing two pieces
out of the first show and two out of the
second show and two out of the third
show.

D.S. How do you find the time to write
your own show?

J.M.. It's all | do. | sit down and concept it
all out and | throw on a micro cassette and
put it on my computer.

Now we are calling all of my shows
"John McGivern Live." | keep track of what
| did in each city so when | go back they
hear fresh material.

| always start with an introduction of who
| am and | always end with my coming
out. My mom kept saying "No John you're
not Gay you're a bachelor."

Through the course of the piece | always
point out that it was my Mother's coming
out too.

You should hear my mom talk. She
could have been the dialogue coach for
"Fargo."

But in fact she is a book buyer for the
UWM Bookstore. There was someone
who was new on her staff, who used the
word "fag" like five times in the course of
like 10 days.

My mother pulled himself and said
"Bruce, (great name for someone calling
other people fag), | have a son who's Gay
and while that word doesn't offend me, |
just don't want others to think you are just
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an asshole."

D.S. So how abot them Packers?

J.M.. A lot of people asked me about the
Packers. | do this whole sports thing, but |
do tell them that | am following the team.
D.S. Do you work Milwaukee into your
routines?

J.M.. All the time. A lot of imes someone
will come up to me and talk about it. |
was up in Fort Meyers where they had
600 people watching. And there were two
couples from Milwaukee who came up fo .
me. They said they were straight (that
was obvious) but they really enjoyed the
show because they said | brought them
back home.

At other times | have people come up to
me and say things like “I've from Cleve-
land and it's just like that there too."”

What we really need to do is realize our
common grounds and stop focusing on the
differences.

D.S. So you love your hometown?

J.M.. Only when | moved out Milwaukee
did | realize that the weather forecast was
not given by a puppet.

Remember Albert the Alley Cat on

Channel 67 They used to say look at the
Gas Light to see the weather was going to
be like. Problem was that we didn't have a
color TV so | never knew what to expect.
D.S. When did you leave?
J.M.. The mid 70's. | went to Florida, be-
cause | had a brother who lived there.
He's a psychotherapist. Then | went to
Atlanta, because | got a job as an acting
intern. Then | went to Washington and
then to North Carolina.

| was on a six month tour of Androceles
and the Lion. Every morning at 9:30 | was
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at another grade school in one of five
states. There | would be singing "Up with
the Sunshine” ...It was horrible.

| did two seasons with the Peninsula
Players in Fishcreek, Wisconsin.
D.S. So are you single?
J.M.. | am incredibly single. | keep think-
ing | am going to a date out of doing this,
but it doesn't happen. | really doesn't.

| do this one piece where | go in to the
audience and talk to them. | always say in
‘his piece | am incredibly single and they
50 if anyone is interested in coffee and
maybe more please let me know.
D.S. So what is the more?
J.M.. Some people ask that and | say a
croissant.
D.S. Your' re being proud of being from
the Midwest.
J.M.. Yeah sure, that's what | know. | al-
ways love fo go home. | am proud. Mil-
waukee is really a lovely city.

1506 MNorth 3rd Street « Superior, Wl
WEAL A,

715 32530
Thursday « Karaoke - 8™
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Europe Is a Hot Destination for Gay and

Lesbians Travelers

By Sasha Alyson

This summer, European travel is hot
again. With the dollar gaining in strength,
Europe's great treasures are no longer ex-
orbitantly priced, and there are even some
bargains available. One way to maximize
your travel dollar is to travel to Europe in a
group.

While this may immediately conjure im-
ages of "If this is Tuesday it must be Bel-
gium" and AARP couples with Instamatic
cameras and photos of their grandchildren,
you'll be glad fo know there is now a wide
variety of group travel options specifically
for gay women and men,

Our Family Abroad offers a full schedule
of escorted tour departures to gay popular
destinations in Europe. If touring by motor-
coach isn't your idea of a good time, how
about a boat? You can cruise into Paris on
a big ship charted by RSVP, sail the Star
Clipper in Turkey and Greece with Atlantis
Events (mostly men) or Olivia Cruises

(women), or cruise the coast of Turkey .

S

House Salad

Cheesy Garlic Bread
BEVERAGES

Soda - La Croix

SALADS/APPETIZERS
All salads served with garlic bread
Artichoke Hearts Remoulade
Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad

Mama Roux Pizza Bread

Bloody Marys » Coffee

Orangina » Sprecher Root Beer

with Progressive Travels or Hanns

Ebensten.

Looking for something cultural? Allegro
Enterprises offers tours that include major
dance and opera events in the cultural
capitals of taly, Russia and Scandinavia.

Interested in doing something unusual?
You can join the gentlemen of Ciub
Hommes for an exclusive stay in Paris with
cooking classes at L.e Cordon Bleu.

Want to burn calories instead? Join one
of the many hiking, cycling and walking
tours offered by Toto Tours, Alyson Ad-
ventures or Progressive Travels.

Information and booking for these tours
is available through any travel agent. If you
don't have an agent, call the IGTA (Inter-
national Gay Travel Association) at
(800)448-8550 for a referral in your arsa.

Send questions or comments about gay
travel to Sasha Alyson, Alyson Adven-
tures, P.O. Box 180179, Boston, MA
02118, via email at AlyVenture@aol.com,
or visit his website at www. AlysonAdven-

Your Eastside Alternative BAD

AMERICAIN...

tures.com,

Departures for
Europe

European Cruise
June 21-28 RSVP Cruises

Finnish Theatre Festival
July 2-10 Allegro Enterprises

Turkish Yachting Tour

McGivern
Continued From Page 31

You go around the world and you say
*Oh my God |'ve been to some holes and |
say | was really glad to grow up there.
And | am glad to get home.

D.S. What do you do for fun and ex-
citement?

J.M.. | need to learn a hobby, | really do.
My work is so incredibly consuming. My
work is trying to get more material.

1875 North Humboldt Ave. * Milwaukee, WI 53202 » 347-0344 ﬁ_;

Soups/Daily Specials
FRIDAY FiSH FRY - All U-Can-Eat
Carry-out Orders Available
Master Card/Visa Accepted
Personal Checks Upon Approval
GRILL HOURS

Monday-Saturday, 4-10pm

Sunday, 4-8pm

Stop in for PrideFest Drink Specials & Mama Roux's Menu Delights!

North{Avenue
Kane|Place

e

wafps

19ang|kpeig

The PrideFest Shuttle

.

-

Stops Here Every Hour

Sat, May 31
Softball Team

Fundraiser
Rummage Sale, Noon-Spm
Beer Bust,

Raftles & Auction, 5-8pm

All sandwiches served on a lightly toasted roll with potato salad &
1/3 Ib. Char-grilled Hamburger or Cheeseburger
Louisiana Cajun Sausage
Cajun Fish Sandwich (Cod or Catfish)
Grilled Tenderloin Steak Sandwich
Jamaican Jerk Chicken

Roasted Garlic Cumin Chicken
Grilled Ham ‘n Cheese

Sunday, June 1

Our 2nd Annual P055um aueen
Mud Wrestling Challenge

Special Guest: Nationally Known Gay Comic

JOHN MCGIVERN

star of Comedy Central, the A&E Network & VH-1
“A Gay Robin Williams” -

THE SPOTLIGHT SECT

A lot of the people | associate with are
Gay stand up comics too. We'll go out
and do coffee and work on your routines.
D.S. What's your philosophy in life?
JM.. To maintain an kindness and to
really live today. | am a 12 step program
boy, | I've been in recovery for eight years
now.

| remember going to the program at the
beginning and hearing 'One day at a time"
and thinking oh please what is that? But it
works,

D.S. Do you play Gay clubs or main-
stream places?

J.M.. | mostly play non-Gay theaters. |If |
do clubs, what they do is call it alternative
life style night. | wish | could just go in and
do it without that label.

| will say | think what Ellen did is really
going help those of us who have been out
for a while. | think it's going to have a big
impact.

Speaking of impacts, John McGivern
is hoping to have a big impact when he
comes to the Steimke Theater at the
Rep. His shows will be Thursday, June
§ and Friday June 6 at 8:00 and Satur-
day June 7 at 7:30 and 10:30 p.m.

SANDWICHES

vegetable gamish

Pork Rib Sandwich

The Wisconsin Light

O
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I

Manouevres

Going Mad in Madtown — The SSBL will never be the same after its visit to Madison, Saturday May 17.

After some exciting softball games at Olbrich park, most of the players came to our SpotLight party at
Manoeuvres. They munched down lots of great food, watched a fantastic show and had a great time.
Manoeuvres owner, Ed Grunewald asked us to convey his thanks to all of the Milwaukee people who
showed up. “Tell them they were super,” said Ed. Consider it done Ed.

COCKTAIL
HOUR:
Opening till
8pm = 2-
FOR-1
Drinks
(except
bottle
beer)
OPEN
Daily 3#™ *
Sat & Sun
i

Where MEN are not HARD
to FIND!

WELCOME

Classic Players

PRIDEFEST
June 6, 7 & 8

Pool = Darts =
CD Juke Box =
Pizza &
Sandwiches
819S.2nd =
Milwaukee
645-8330
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IVIANOEDVRES

VMAD
IRAIR

Located in the Wilson Hotel
150 S. Blair Street, Madison
608.258.9918
Fax 608.258.9007
E-Mail MANOEU9918@aol.com

Thank you Milwaukee SSBL Players for

your support of our fundraiser!

PROUD

TO SERVE

OUR
COMMUNITY

Phone: 608.258.9006
Fax: 608.258.9007
E-mail; wafam9006@aol com

Localed in the Wilson Hotel
524 East Wilson Street
Madison, Wl 53703

Owned & Operated by

& personal checks welcomed. Manoeuvres & Mad Bar
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JOHN MCGIVERN OPENS AT
THE STIEMKE THEATER

Nationally known Gay comic, John
McGivern opens at the Milwaukee Rep's
Stiemke Theater for a three day run.

McGivern who has starred on the Comedy
Channel, the Arts and Entertainment Network
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%u re Invited

hand to emcee the wildest Possum Queen Fund
raiser of them all, the Second Annual Mama
Roux Mud Wrestling Challenge.

Possum Queen Candidates from all of the
city will be on hand to do what they do best
get down and dirty. It's a scream and it's all
for a good cause.

The fun gets underway at 2:00. Mama
Roux’s is located at 1875 N. Humboldt. Don't
.,-. miss it.

SATURDAY MAY 24

THE MILWAUKEE CLASSIC

If you like to excitement of seeing butch
men (and women) who wear tight clothes and
bend over a lot, then the Milwaukee Classic is
for you.

This 17 Classic will be held on Saturday
May 24 and Sunday May 25 at Wick Field,
52 and Vliet, Milwaukee.

This is the oldest Gay softball toumey any-
where in the U.S. Twenty four teams (includ-
ing 15 from outside of Wisconsin) are ex-
pected to compete.

Best of all admission is free. So head on
down to see how your friends in the SSBL
stack up against national competition. It's fun
and its free!

MEMORIAL DAY SHOW AT
KENOSHA'S CLUB %4

Sabrina Delight, Du Wanna Moore, Sage La
Rue, Kierra Nichole, Viokie C and Samatha
DY'Carlo will be on hand to help get vour holi-
day weckend off to a good start with their
Mémorial 1 ay Revue at Club 94 in Kenosha.

Club 94 is located at 9001 120" Street,
Kenosha.

TRIBUTE TO BROADWAY AT

B'S IN MILWAUKEE

B's located at South Second and Lapham will
be the site of Lana's Tribute to Broadway.
Lana St. James, Miss B's will host a gayla look
at Broadway through the yéars.

There will be an all ages show at 6:30 and a
21 and over show at 10:30. There is a $3.00
cover to benefit the BESTD Clinic.

MEMORIAL DAY MONDAY

MAY 26

BEER BUST BB'Q AT DOCKS

South Water Street Docks, 354 E. National
will be hosting a Memorial Day treat, a Beer
And BB'Q bust.

For just $9.00 you get in on both the beer
bust and the great BB'Q that Danny and his
stafl are going to prepare. Tickets for just one
or the other are only $5,00.

So kick off' your summer of Pride and treat
yourself to a great ime at Docks.

COOK OUT/BEER BUST AT

THE NAPALESE LOUNGE

The Napalese Lounge has a way for you
celebrate the first holiday of the summer in
style, a Memorial Day picnic.

A cook out will start at 5:00 and there will
be a beer/soda bust from 3:00 to 8:00.

The Napalese is located at 515 8. Broadway,
Gireen Bay.

FRIDAY MAY 30

FEST CITY'S AN EVENING OUT

OPENS AT CAFE MELANGE

An Evening Out, Fest City Singer's latest
production opens at Café Melange, 720 N. Old
World Third Street for a three day run.

Performances are scheduled for 8 PM, Fri-
day May 31" and Saturday May 31" and 3 PM
on Sunday June 1%,

The Sunday performance is a benefit for
MAP. Tickets are $10.00. For more informa-
tion contact Fest City at (414) 263-SING

SATURDAY MAY 31

RUMMAGE SALE & AUCTION

AND MORE AT MAMA ROUX'S

Mama Roux's, 1875 N. Humboldt will be the
site of a rummage sale and auction to benefit
their Mama's Family Softball team. The rum-
mage sale will start at Noon and go to 5:00. It
will be followed by a Beer Bust from 5 to 8
PM and an auction at 6:00.

POSSUM QUEEN STEAK

DINNER AT KATHY'S NUT HUT
Want to support the Possum Queen contest
and have a great dinner in the bargain? Then
you want to be at Kathy's Nut Hut for their
Steak Dinner for the Possum Queen Contest.
Just $10.00 gets you a juicy steak cooked the
way you like it and all the trimmings.
Dinner will be served from 2 PM to 9 PM.
!S(athy's Nut Hut is located at 1500 W. Scott
treet.

MISS GAY MILWAUKEE US OF

A PAGEANT AT B'S

The coveted title of Miss Gay Milwaukee
US of A will be won by some talented imper-
sonator at the annual pageant held at B, cor-
ner of 2 and Lapham.

Entertainers at the Pageant will include Cass
Marie Domino, Susie S8aran Wrap and Tammy
Faye. The pageant begins at 10:00 PM.

Be there to cheer for your favorites.

M & M GETS SMELLY

The M & M Club has the smelliest Possum
Queen Fund Raiser of them all, the Chicken
Shit Bingo Fund raiser.

This is one event that you can'l miss (just
follow your nose). The fun gets underway at 2
PM in the parking lol. M & M's 15 located at
124 N. Water Street.

SUNDAY JUNE 1

NATIONALLY KNOWN COMIC
SPECIAL GUEST AT POSSUM
QUEEN MUD WRESTLING AT

MAMA ROUX'S

The hilarious John McGivern will be on

TUESDAY

JUNE 3

POSSUM QUEEN TURNABOUT
AT LA CAGE

You won't want to miss Turn About Night at
La Cage when the bartenders and the perform-
ers switch places to raise money for Milwau-

kee's Possum Queen contest.
There is a $2.00 cover and well worth it to
see Cory and company in a dress.

and VH-1, brings his one man show "John
McGivern Live,” to his own hometown.

The show will go on at 8:00 Thursday and
Friday at 7:30 and 10:30 on Saturday.

FRIDAY JUNE 6

PRIDEFEST BEGINS THREE
DAY RUN AT SUMMERFEST
GROUNDS

Milwaukee's annual Pride Celebration begins
its three day run at the Summerfest grounds.
Food, drink and plenty of entertainment to
keep you occupied will be on hand.

For details see other articles in this issue.

BOOT CAMP SALOON
MILWAUKEE'S
LEATHER/LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, WI
414-643-6900 » e-mail BCSaloon @ aol.com

THE
MILWAUKEE
CLASSIC

May 24 & 25

Welcome
Players
and Fans

Proud SSBL Team Sponsor

196 South Second
Street
Milwaukee
- 273-7474 -
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pridefest 1997

CELEBRATE

PRIDEFEST
June 6,7 & 8

THE GREATEST COCKTAIL HOUR EVER

2-9pm Monday -

Domestn

$

Friday

on Mondays 9pm.to Close
Beer $1.25%, $1 75 Rail

o Thesdﬁys 9ptﬂ’$t0 Close "
2:50 Top Shelf ¢ $1.75 Rail

= %dnesdays 9pm to lam ’&

- Beer Bust $4 or 80¢ Glasses of Beer

$1.'f§ Rail

Q Mf'yfhur,@mdays 9pm to. Close

Blog

(until 6pm)

Tap Beer 80¢ (“till 6pm)

‘z&

d_ays Tap Beeaspﬁ ( ‘til 6pm)
»gjggws,_ erunds $2 (until 6pm)

=, Sundays- Bloo ys, Screws, Greyhounds - $2

$1.75 Rail (9pm “til close)

Saturday & Sunday Specials: Food, Shots & Fun
Pizza Served Anytime! Party Room Available!
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MONDAY, MAY 26

Watch Us Bash ‘em & Smash ‘em at the

Demolition Derby

Tickets available at the bar

SATURDAY, MAY 31
Possum Queen Dinner
Steak & all the trimmings, 2-9pm * $10
Welcome PrideFest
Celebrants!

JUNE 4, 1997 PAGE 35

)
%ay- Frlda 3pm

¥ 1Memorial Day %+
BEEH ‘N BBQ BUST!
i May 26,1997 « 2pm

Combo Tickets (food & Beer) $9

Individual Tickets $5
Ticket Availability Limited - Get Here Early!

KICKING OFF a Summer of Pride!

1500 W. Scott St Milwaukee » 647-2673
7 Pool * Darts « Food « Big Screen TV
G Daily Specials

“THIS MUL'H Fllﬂ SHOULD BE ILLEGAL”

1413 Green Valley Road * Neenah, Wisconsin » 725-3374
(Exit Hwy 41 at Breezewood, South on Green Valley)

OPEN: Tuesday thru Saturday, 7-Close * Sunday, 3-Close

DIVERSIONS

FOR SUPPORTING OUR MEMORIALDAY
GRAND OPENING WEEKEND

CELEBRATION SUND AY & MOND AY

WE HOPE YOU'LL BE WITH US FOR
MANY CELEBRATIONS TO COME. BEER BUST, 3-7PM

WE WILL TRY TO MAKE YOU AS BLOODY MARYS $1.50

D OFUS...AS WE ARE OF
i YOU! (SUNDAY ONLY)

SPECIAL THANKS TO SAGE LA RUE
JASMINE JONES & THEIR LIVE D)
CAST OF PERFORMERS.
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Diversions in Neenah

FRIDAY ONLY:

Fish Fry * Fish Sandwich

ALL WEEKEND:

Smoked Ham e Italian Beef
BBQ Pork » Chicken Tenders
Shrimp Poppers ¢ French Fries
Fresh Veggies & Dip
Pasta Salad
Fruit Pizza » Caramel Apples
Filo Pockets
Raspberry Lemonade » Coffee
Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Mountain Dew, Slice

807 . 5th Street » Milwaukee » 383-2233

JUST '

VJust UsV
Dykes on Bikes!

Support Our
| any | Wisconsin’s Best
Beverage | Bartender, 7-
| with the | 10pm on Friday
purchase of a
|~ sandwich |
| Good ony stthe. fmus Always More to Choose at

V¥ JUST USY

June 6, 7 & 8, 1997 ,

Proudly Serving the
Community for over
12 vears.

J7s
Shamrock Bar

117 W Main
Madison, Wisconsin
255-5029

@az’[y Specials

A Sriendly Thank Vou for

It was grand! A grand time was had by all at the Grand Opening Celebration of Diversions,

Wisconsin's newest and largest Gay and Lesbian entertainment complex. A large crowd packed VO U l' Da t r On a g e
the bar and dance floor, enjoyed a great show and celebrated together. Shown at the top are four 4 ¥
biggies in Wisconsin's Les/Bi/Gay bar scene. Glenn, co-owner of Rascals, Joe St Claire, co- 9

owner Manager of Mama Roux and Manager of Diversions, his sister Darlene St. Claire, owner of ]0 ]o O Con I'IE'" lv
Diversions and Ray owner of Geraldines in Madison. Here’s hoping that every night will be as
much fun at Diversions, 1413 Green Valley Road, Neenah.
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T H E
i B ' . P A RTY FANNIES HAS ALWAYS BEEN OPEN TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY
| - N ' ID's REQUIRED
; N E BV B = 200E. Washingon . Milwaukes, W1, 414 . 643 9633

In Between @annie(s

;F-_rrruil: Beat Seats PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
PRIDE GRILL

THURSDAY, JUNE 5

PRE-PRIDE PARTY - 2-4-1 TILL MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY, JUNE 6

PRIDE COUPON

 BUY ONE - GET ONE FREE

WITH THIS COUPON - 1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER

SATURD AY, JUNE 7

CHECK OUT OUR NEW PATIO
& DANCE YOUR BUTT OFF
SHOT SPECIALS & D) AMBER

SUNDAY, JUNE 8

BUCKETS OF BEER (MILLER LITE OR ROLLING
ROCK) AND 75¢ TAPS - $4.50 PITCHERS

COMING SOON . ..

SISTER ACT IMPERSONATORS
KRYSTAL MOON
BEST EVER RIBBON PARTY

PROUD TO SERVE

MADISON'S GAY &

LESBIAN COMMUNITY

MAGIC Weekend

July 19 & 20
It’s not too early to
Sign-Up for our
MAGIC Picnic
Volleyball Tournament!

Kicking It Off The Saturday Soft Ball League kicked off its season with the annual Mr. SSBL ~ .

contest hosted by Milwaukee’s In Between Bar, 625 S. Second Street, on Saturday May 10. As . H r - -

usual, Curt and his staff did a great job. Shown at the top are the SSBL officers caught revealing = ‘ L ' , a ' ' a Y a .J
their true personas. Next are some members of the Triangle team. In the middle are the Mr. SSBL - il l '.' ' P ' I ] ' ' . ' -
Next is Lana St. James who dazzled the crowd and finally some members of Balisireri's team are

candidates. The contest was won by hunky Brian from the League's newest team, Mama Roux.
shown at the bottom. The event raised over 1,000 badly needed dollars for the SSBL. 3052 East Washington Avenue » Madison, Wi * (608) 241-9335
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Looking Pretty! Paulina Porzikova and Tilda Winton star in Susan Stretfeld’s “Female Perversions™ It

opens af the Oriental Friday May 24.

‘Female Perversions’

Is a Powerful Film

of Women’s Sexuality in the ‘90s

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

In a spring that has seen cinemas domi-
nated by Star Wars Trilogy-revisited and
Oscar-winning films that just never seem to
go away, few strong, fascinating and alter-
native independent films have had much of
a chance.

Thus Glenn was delighted to be able to
screen a film like Susan Steitfeld's Female
Perversions, a powerful but difficult film
that often seems to be more fascinatingly
admirable than simply enjoyable.

Starring Tilda Swinton, everyone's favor-
ite gender warrior from similarly enigmatic
and perplexing Orlando, Female Perver-
sions explores the role of female eroticism
in the 1990's from a definitely feminist per-
spective.

Streitfeld's ambitious and occasionally
mannered directorial debut features Ms.
Swinton as Eve Stephens as a high-
powered lawyer in Los Angeles whose fu-
ture holds for bigger and brighter things.

Female Perversions' mesmerizing
opening sequence offers Eve giving a
summation for her case in court. Streit-
feld's fluid camera examines the conflict
between the sirong, intelligent-woman's
body language Eve has perfected con-
trasting with what the judge and the other
male court officials are seeing, the fetish-
ism of the "male gaze".

Swinton's Eve is perhaps unduly bur-
dened with psychological problems. On
one hand she is seen portraying the lost
little daughter still desperately seeking the
approval from her cold and oppressive fa-
ther which she (as well as we in the audi-
ence) knows will never come and on the
other Eve who continually strives to ma-
nipulate the circumstances in which she
can infuriate yet continue to dominate her
boyfriend John (Clancy Brown).

When she is finally rebuffed, Eve turns to
a Lesbian liaison with psychiatrist Renee
(Karen Sillas). Glenn must admit to being
somewhat pleased that Renee, Female
Perversions’ sole Lesbian character, is
the least conflicted female character in the
film. Renee quickly recognizes how de-
structive a relationship with Eve would
prove to be and unceremoniously dumps
Eve.

Other characters aren't so lucky.
sister Madelyn (Amy Madigan), equally
conflicted, is an obsessive shoplifter.
Madelyn's friend Emma (Laila Robins) is
marriage-obssessive, then devastated
when her boyfriend fails to come through
with the proposal she expected. Emma's
tomboyish 13-year-old daughter Edwina
(Dale Shuger) has become obsessed (and
deeply ashamed) of her menstrual blood

and has responded with acts of self-
mutilation.

Undermining the film's power and effec-
tiveness are too many forays into "Film
School" conceits. There are the blatantly
didactic sound-bites confronting the viewer
not-so-subtlety from billboards and the
sides of telephone booths. Repetitive, in-
creasingly tedious, sexual fantasy se-
quences add little to the film's already
dramatically over-wrought plot.

The film's intensity lies primarily on the
shoulders of the wonderful, wondrous Tilda
Swinton whose crumbling outward strength
barely conceals the Eve's tortured, con-
flicted soul. Such an expert juggler, Swin-
ton's Eve never even notices when she
has nothing left to juggle.

Those misled by Streitfeld's suggestive
title will leave disappointed. Others will
find Female Perversions enthralling.

Rating $$%$ (scale $ to $55$$%)

Eve's

‘Night Falls On Manhattan’ is a Bedtime
Story Because You Want to Sleep

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Prior to the press screening of Sidney
Lumet's new film, Night Falls on Manhat-
tan, Glenn was confronted with a double-
page ad for the film in the New York
Times. Headlines screamed out the film's
praises. Perhaps the lack of recognizable
critics’ names (what, no Siskel, no Ebert?)
led Glenn to be dubious.

As the man behind such terrific films as
Serpico, Dog Day Afternoon and Net-
work, to name just a few, Sidney Lumet
must be one of the most respected direc-
tors in Hollywood. A fine director with a
strong and appealing cast, this ought to be
a sure thing. So, why isn't Night Falls on
Manhattan any good?

A typical police-procedural based on
Richard Daley's novel Tainted Evidence,
Night Falls on Manhattan follows ex-cop
Sean Casey (Andy Garcia), now an assis-
tant DA. Casey finds himself thrust into the
spotlight when his police detective father
(lan Holm) is badly wounded in an attempt
to capture drug-dealler Jordan Washington
(Shiek Mahmud-Bey).

D.A. Morgenstern (Ron Leibman) has the
political savvy to recognize the positive
press sure to follow Sean as he prosecutes
the man who put his father in the hospital
and responsible for the deaths of several

other policemen to boot. And he's right.
Sean wins, his career made and Morgen-
stern basks in the glow of Sean's success.

Circumstances keep thrusting Sean fur-
ther into the spotlight. On the laursls of his
high-profile decision in the washington
case, Sean effortlessly grasps onto the job
as D.A. when the wily Morgenstern suc-
cumbs presumably to a stroke or heart-
aftack.

Here Lumet changes course and Night
Falls on Manhattan becomes a talky, of-
ten implausible mediation of moral quanda-
ries. Lumet's moral landscape is one
where there are good cops and there are
bad cops and somehow both can equally
be giulty of tampering with evidence in the
pursuit of a conviction.

Police corruption is such familiar territory
for Lumet that he probably can spin a tale
such as this in his sleep and the feeling is
that he did just that with Night Falls on
Manhattan.

A few terrific scenes occasionally bring
some life to the film, particularly a splendid
confrontation between Morgenstern and
Harrison (Colm Feore), his former heir ap-
parent. Siill, the overall effect is one of
disappointment.

Please See Manhattan Page 39

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Revolting Development? Judy Davis in a scene fmm Peter Duncan's * Clnldren of the Revu!uum" It opens

on May 24 at Milwaukee's Oriental Theater.

Dazzling Visual Effects Make ‘The Fifth
Element’ an Engrossing Film

By John Jahn

Every 5,000 years, a door opens be-
tween the dimensions. In one dimension
lies the known Universe and all its planets,
stars, and galaxies—ourselves included,
of course. Our dimension includes all the
“elements” of alchemic Greek tradition—
earth, air, fire, and water; four elements
gathered together to create the 5" one:
life.

But, in another dimension, lies another
element consisting of anti-energy, anti-life.
This “thing," this darkness, waits patiently
at the threshold of the Universe for an op-
portunity to extinguish all life and light.

That is the scientific reality of director
Luc Besson's new scifi extravaganza,
The Fifth Element. Besson, the director of
The Professional, The Big Blue, Sub-
way, and La Femme Nikita, explains his
vision of the anti-life darkness thus:

“The energy of life, and this other, evil
life form, are opposites, like fire and ice,
and the more of this life-energy we create,
the more it irritates and provokes this

other.” The evil darkness “feels as if we
were asphyxiating it. It wants to fight back,
and extinguish every source of energy or
light—animal, vegetable, human.”

The action of The Fifth Element takes
place some 262 years in the future, begin-
ning, to be very precise, on March 18,
2259, at 2:00 a.m. The setting is New York
City, which is a stunning combination of
familiarity and futuristic gizmos. Humanity
has explored beyond the Solar System
and encountered new life forms on other
planets. The result is a menagerie of
weirdly exotic aliens: hulking, armored
Mondoshawans, huge, dog-like Manga-
lores—an amy in the service of the film's
villain, Zorg (Gary Oldman), and the stun-
ningly beautiful Leeloo (Milla Jovovich).

Bruce Willis’s character, Korban Dallas,
is a taxi driver who protects Leeloo. Willis
plays a regular guy embroiled in extraordi-
nary circumstances (a familiar role for this
veteran of the “Die Hard" films.

Please See Fifth Element Page 39

The Book That Shocked The Nation Is Now
The Most Controversial Film Of The lear.

0 THUMBS Up!

'”

COMPLETELY FASCINATING!

2. 0.0.0 ¢
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It’s all about power.
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Chinese Film
Makers Can't Show
Films About Gays
in People’s China

New York, NY — For underground film-
maker Zhang Yuan, the outcasts of Chi-
nese society always have been in the
spotlight. But Chinese authorities want to
keep his characters - the mentally re-
tarded, alcoholics, and other “hooligans”
among whom they number LGBTs-out of
view. Zhang's latest film is screening at
the Cannes Film Festival without him; he
is at home in Beijing, his passport confis-
cated.

His film, East Palace, West Palacs,
portrays the Gay relationship between a
writer and a policeman. It was shot clan-
destinely and smuggled out of China for
post-production.

China's communist government consid-
ers it negative and inflammatory, like
Zhang's other films, and it is punishing the
34-year-old director by banning him from
leaving the country. It also yanked Keep
Cool, by internationally acclaimed director
Zhang Yimou, from Cannes.

Zhang views China's reaction as official
denial of contemporary issues. ~'The word
‘homosexual' has hardly been uttered in
China since 1849," he said in a recent in-
terview in New York, referring to the year
communist China was founded. “it's as if
China didn't have Gays. But wherever you
have humanity, you will have homosexu-
als."

Zhang has long been a gadfly to China's
cultural authorities. Ever since his first

Please see Chinese Page 42

Fifth Element

Continued from Page 38

We follow the adventures of Dallas and
Leeloo as they combat the evil Zorg. Along
the way, they end up on a sort of pleasure
cruise hosted by a wacky, campy D.J.
named Ruby Rhod (Chris Tucker). He and
his entourage provide for some comic re-
lief, camping it up in bizarre, leopard print
costumes, and Rhod's blonde phallic-like
afro is a sight to behold!

Unfortunately, if | have anything negative
to say about this otherwise quite extraor-
dinary film, it's that Tucker's character,
while amusing in small doses, is actually
quite annoying. This especially becomes a
problem late in the film: there's a lot of him
at the end, tiresome scenes in which he
goes on and on like a rambling caffeine
junky.

Despite the somewhat weak ending to
the film, The Fifth Element comes highly
recommended for many other reasons: the
lead characters are interesting and excel-
lently portrayed; the costumes (by Jean-
Paul Gaultier) are creatively realized; the
visual effects (Mark Stetson and the folks
at Digital Domain) are breathtaking.

The Fifth Element surely finds itself in
the company of such films as Blade Run-
ner and Metropolis, films it resembles
and, in my opinion, betters. It took a team
of graphics artists 11 months to create the
dazzling world of 2259. In fact, work for
The Fifth Element doubled Digital Do-
main’s record for most elements in a sin-
gle shot—over 80 of them combined for
each frame in one shot!

With great acting, costumes, writing, and
visual effects all going for it (and basically
only Chris Tucker going against it), The
Fifth Element scores an 8 on a 1-10
scale.

Manhattan
Continued From Page 38

Sean Casey is Lumet's white knight, all
too tiresomely smug and far too naive
(dare one say simple) to hope to be an ef-

fective big city District Attorney. Even the
cute-as-a-button Andy Garcia fails to bring
this pivotal character to life. (Andy, what
about that tummy and those love handles?)
Nor is Lena Olin, here hopelessly miscast,
much help in creating any sparks as
Sean's love interest Peggy Lindstrom.

Richard Dreyfuss briefly adds some life
as the grandstanding Alan Dershowitz-like
defense attorney Sam Vigoda. Better still
are always reliable lan Holm as the lovably
believeable Liam Casey, Ron Liebman's
crafty D.A. Morgenstern and James Gan-
dolfini as Liam's partner and sidekick Joey
Allegretto.

With so many satisfying cop shows once
again gracing the small screen, big screen
ventures need a whole lot more of some-
thing than Night Falls on Manhattan has
to offer to win over an audience.

Rating $$ (scale § to $$5$%%)
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LLOVE,
VALLOUR

COMPASSION

ONE SUMMER.
EIGHT MEN.
FIGURE IT OU.

Fine Line Features & The Wisconsin Light
invite you to attend the

WISCONSIN PREMIERE

Wednesday, June 11, 1997 — 7:30pm

Milwaukee’s Oriental Theatre
(Farwell & North Avenues)

A special benefit for the

MILWAUKEE LGBT
COMMUNITY CENTER

Ticket Prices: $15/advance, $20/door

ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY,

MAY 23 AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
AfterWords * M&M Club * Designing Men
This Is It! = Milwaukee AIDS Project
Oriental Theatre * The Wisconsin Light
For mail orders, please send check or money order made payable to: Milw.
LGBT Community Center. Enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope and |

mail your request to: Wisconsin Light, 1843 North Palmer, Milwaukee, WI
53212. Mail order deadline is Thursday, June 5.

The regular engagement of Love! Valor! Compassion!
begins Friday, June 23 at the Oriental Theatre.
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Mark Manning’s “Flight Dreams” is a
Murderous, Mysterious Gay Romp

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn is a bit of a writer, Well, of course
faithful readers of the Wisconsin Light
know that some of Glenn's free time is
taken up with sharing his opinions about
movies.

What most don't know is that Glenn is the
author of a number of murder mysteries.
Surprised? Glenn learmed long ago that
planning murder can be fun, not fo mention
a whole lot safer than actually carrying
these self-same murders out.

But Glenn digresses. The matter at hand
is a new murder mystery, Flight Dreams,
a debut Mark Manning mystery.

At the center of Flight Dreams is Helena |

Carter, a rich Chicago socialite who disap-
peared without a trace on New Year's Day,
nearly seven years ago. Also gone are
Helena's two celebrated Abyssinian cats.
Rumors abound.

What is no mystery is that within three
months, Helena will be declared legally
dead and the provisions in her will carried

Need to Tell a Kid
What It’s Like to Be
a Lesbian? Read
About Amy

Reviewed by Jean Webster
How do you explain the Lesbian lifestyle
to your children or grandchildren?
Jeanne Arnold in Amy Asks a Question
offers assistance for all of us who need to
come out to the significant children in our

Amy Asks
a Question

Grandma, What's a Lesbian?

Jeanne Arnold
Hlustrations by Barbara Lindquist

Amy Asks a Question provides the
right words, and a comfortable setting for
handling this challenging moment in our
lives. The book is written from a ten year
old's point of view and can be read by the
child alone.

Read by and discussed with parents or
grandparents, Amy Asks a Question can
bring the whole family through the coming
out process intact.

Barbara Lindquist supplemenis the
words with charming illustrations depict-
ing the family, in every sense of the word.

| enjoyed the story. Amy has some wilc
grandmas, they are pagans and even had
a handfasting ceremony. The one criti-
cism that | have is that most of todays-
Lesbians aren't quite so cool, exciting,
and embroiled in a pagan and as out a
Lesbian life as depicted in the book. Us
ordinary folk might look like pale imita-
tions in comparison to these Lesbians.

MICHAEL CRAFT

A MARK MANNING MYSTERY

out. The lucky recipients of Helena's mil-
lions are the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Chicago and a lesser amount to the
Federal Cat Clubs of America (FCCA).

Enter investigative reporter Mark Man-
ning, celebrated as the authoritative voice
on Helena Carter's disappearance. Never
married and sans a serious girlfriend, Mark
might appear to be one of Chicago’s most
eligible bachelors, at least on the surface.

At the age of 38 Mark's professional suc-
cess masks an emptiness in his personal
life, the life of a deeply closeted Gay man.

Within the framework of the mystery
genre, Michael Johnson has written a
coming out fale of which even Ellen, both
real person and fictional bookseller could
be proud.

Like the fictional Ellen, Mark has kept his
Gayness a secret even from himself. Only
when asleep can Mark's unconscious self
explore the sexuality he otherwise sup-
presses

Enter Neil In Chicago on business, Neil
is introduced to Mark by his dearest friend
Roxanne. This decision is one that
Roxanne soon regrets. Sparks fly between
the two men. A second mystery develops:
Will Mark and Neil ever get it on. (Glenn
won't tell.)

Flight Dreams proves to be an enjoy-
able, mysterious romp filled with a colorful
collection of characters as well as an en-
tertaining gay romance between Mark and
Neil. Readers will look forward to more
adventures featuring these two handsome
protagonists.

Oh, by the way, rest easy all, Glenn's
murderous entries are well hidden and are
Or will

unlikely to see the light of day.
they?
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Frank DeCaro, Author of “A Boy Named
Phyllis,” Tells All About Phyllis

By Carl M. Szatmary

Frank DeCaro is a free-lance writer
whose childhood memoir, “A Boy
Named Phyllis” has become something
of a gay best-seller. With the paperback
release, Frank DeCaro is touring the
country doing author appearances and
will appear at PrideFest in the After-
words/Wisconsin Light Literary Coffee-
house at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, June
7th.

L ]

Wisconsin Light: “A Boy Named
Phyllis” is a "coming of age™ memoir.
Did you write a journal, keep a diary?
Frank DeCaro: | used the columns in
someway to inspire the book - there are no
columns verbatim. | didn't keep a journal
growing up but | didn't throw anything
away. My childhood bedroom practically
had a velvet rope at the door after | left so
no one would go in it. All the toys are still
there.
WL: What has been the response to the
book?
FD: When | was first handed galleys of the
book, | gave it to my family to read. And |
kid you not, within two weeks they were
both in the hospital with heart problems. |
thought, I'm killing them, yes, I'm finally
doing it, I'm killing both my parents. But
they had trouble, not with the personal de-
tails about them, but with what they called
"that sex part®, page 177.
WL: Did you tour when the book came
out?

"Gayish" in the Daily Northwestern.

WL: How did "Frank's Place happen?”
FD: | was working at New York Newsday,
which is now defunct unfortunately. | was
the fashion writer there and they were
talking about someone should do a Gay
column and that this was important. | said
to them, if someone is going to do a Gay
column, it's going to be me.

WL: When did it begin?

FD: The column began the week of
Clinton's first inauguration. They killed the
first one because they thought that it was
too controversial and | think it was because
| said something like "it makes my little
homo-heart giddy".

WL: You've been called "a Gay New
Wave Erma Bombeck"”, comments?

FD: That's my favorite. Ema Bombeck
was such an inspiration to me. I'ma huge
fan of hers and always will be. | think she
took the absclute most mundane of cir-
cumstances and found the humor and the
humanity in it and | hope that | can do the
same thing in my career.

WL: Is there another book coming?

FD: | hope so. I've been doing free-lance
writing. | sort of needed to do it when |
was ready and I'm getting closer and
closer to being ready. It's going to be
called "Love Handles to Die For" and it's
going to be the flipside of A Boy Named
Phyllis, not so much a continuation. It
still be memoir but much later, more about
how we go into the world as gay men and
lesbians to find family and how we cap-

Frank DeCaro

FD: The book came out at the same time
as the movie Welcome to the Dollhouse
came out. | could identify with Dawn
Weiner. She had it a little tougher than |
did, she was also cooler than | was in her
own way. The response shocked me be-
cause | really thought that it was going to
be awful in my home town. That was the
only spot | was dreading going to and it
turmed out to be quite wonderful.

WL: Any stories?

FD: The best of course was here in Chel-
sea. | had so many people, | stopped
counting at 135. There was a huge
amount of people and it was really quite
thrilling and there was a mention in Vanity
Fair, which was great. | was a litlle late, it
was four blocks from my house so | of
course had fo be late, it was 4 blocks from
my house so | had to be late and when |
walked in and there was a huge round of
applause and it was best night of my life.
WL: When did you begin writing?

FD: The two things that | wanted to be
growing up was an actor or a writer and |
kinda wanted to be a Broadway critic when
| was in high school. At Northwestemn |

started a column called "Being Frank",
even though it wasn't explicitly Gay but

ture our sexuality and become adults.

WL: Could you take a moment and ex-
plain how the book came to be called “A
Boy Named Phyllis?"

FD: It's a spoof on the song title "A Boy
Named Sue”. | had a boyfriend my senior
year in high school and he had read
somewhere that Elton John's nickname
was Phyllis and Rod Stewart's was Sharon.
| looked more like Elton and he looked
more like Rod. He took Sharon and | took
Phyllis. His name didn't stick and mine did.
Years later | found out that Elton John's
nickname is Sharon and Rob Stewart's
nickname is Phyllis. So basically I've been
living a lie all these years.

& °g
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@)

= o

pridefest 1997




THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

FICTION

/ 45

Statues of the Sacred Band

A SERIALIZED NOVEL

Chapter 6

By Terry Boughner
Sum : Tony has linked up with
Mary Ann Allen, a rather eccentric re-

porter for a major D.C. newspaper. They
go to Garreth's apartment, but find
nothing except a business card on the
back of which is written, “Project 238."
They are interrupted in their search by
some unknown, but ominous-looking men
and so, take the Metro to Union Station.
Mary Ann goes to make a phone call.
When she returns, it is obvious, from the
expression on her face, that something is
wrong,
#* *

“President’s dead.”

For a moment, I had trouble compre-
hending what Ann had said.
“Whatdayu mean, dead? Heyl?”

“Goood. As in corpse. As mn keeled over
in Oval Office. As in boom, gone. Brain
long dead. Now heart quit, too.”

“But...” 1 began and stopped and
looked around. I
couldn’t see any
signs of it. No
flags had been
lowered.  People
were gomg about
as usual.

“Not announced
yet. Got to dry out
Vice President, get
wife’s lover out of
the way.”

“Who's he?”

*“She. Movie star.”

t‘oh"!

“C’'mon.” Without waiting for me, she
started off with a determined stride, skirt
jswinémg back and forth, her purse hang-
ing from her amm. There was a taxi. She

hailed it. It started to approach.
“Where we going? The White House?”

. “Goood. Wants to go where news isn't.
ﬁew‘, esident get up, give speech. He’s
sad, s sad, everybody’s sad.
Death causes virtue so Heyl's a saint.
t};g:g’?l it. Let some TV cover

Twenty minutes later, we were in
Georgetown, on a quiet, brick-paved
street all over-hung with trees. Federal-
style houses lined the street on either side.
Over one, hung a sign on which was a
seated lion drawn in gold. Beneath it were
the words “Theban Bower.”

The showroom just inside the front door
bore af Smhnera] g reseml;ilancrc;h;) some
glitzy fun or. Ev g was
white, ing white. Statues stood about,
some on others not, but all of
young naked men sculpted i various
poses. Small fountains burbled softly, and
everywhere I looked, there were roses,
red roses, filling the room with an aroma
that was almost overpowering.

Behind the counter stood a man of in-
determmate years, whose face reminded
me of a dissolute bishop slightly taken in
wine. Mary Ann explained to him that we
were planning a “little soiree” and had
come to make a selection of roses to

ce the affair. That seemed to satisfy
E?n,_ so, while she looked around—ex-
pecting to find God knows what—I stood
at the counter and cooled my heels.

“Your roses are beautiful,” I said to the
clerk, figuring I had to say something.

“Certamnly,” he sniffed. “Mr. Bardi
knows the secret of growing them.” The
look he gave was more than one of casual
interest.

“Mr. Bardi's not here, I take it?”

“No. He’s attending a rose show at the
Botanic Gardens. You may have scen
something about it in the paper this
moming. My name is Percy. I am Mr.
Bardi's Chef de Boutique.” He paused,
looking at me as if I should be impressed
as he let one hand creep across the coun-
ter toward me. “Is that woman—ah, with
you?” He raised one eycbrow signifi-
cantly.

“Yes,” I answered and let it go at that.
This Percy was even creepier than Bardi,
if that was possible.

I moved away from the counter, in-
tending to. tell | Ann that T was going
outside for a cigarette, The guy aside, the
smell of the roses was getting to me. As I
moved, a door opened Eehm the counter

and a man came out. He whispered
something to the clerk. The clerk’s eyes
widened a little and he put one hand over
his mouth. !

“We must close now, I am afraid,” the
clerk announced. *“Please come back an-
other time.” He didn’t give a reason for
the closing, but it was easy enough to

ess. He'd just heard the news that the

esident was dead.
Amn and | left the store and
walked toward Wisconsin Avenue, the
main dm)g, a half a block away.

tatues aren’t made of
marble,” she answered. “Don’t know
what. Metal? Plastic? Second thing,
they're hollow.” | ;

By this time, we had reached Wisconsin
Avenue. Though there was traffic going
by, a strange hush seemed to have settled
over the city. I could see people here and
there huddled in lLittle groups. A woman
standing on the comer across the street
was crying. The news about Heyl was
definitely out.

We took a cab to Ganymede's, two
blocks south of Dupont Circle. on the

comer of N and 18 Streets. The driver
had his car radio on and I heard Luther
give his speech. It was short. He used
nearly the same words Mary Ann had said
he would. The driver said it was terrible. 1
took it that he meant Heyl's death, not
Luther’s speech.

Ganymede's had a large outdoor café
fenced in by artificial greenery and cov-
ered by blue and white canopy. After
finding a table off in the shadows, Mary
Ann told me to order her a scotch—a
double—and darted off to make a phone
call. The place wasn’t crowded, and,

ully, there was a bit of breeze. I lit
a cigarette and settled back.

There were a couple of waiters, young
guys, 20-somethings, standing not far
away, cach wearing black pants and a
white shirt with a black bow tie. One was
tall, blonde, with surfer boy good looks,
but as far as 1 was concemed, he had
hnj(:t&mgatallon the guy standing next to

Short, maybe 5°6,” he was small boned
and lean, with a complexion as warm and
brown as toast. His hair was thick, and
very dark. His face was a gentle oval, his

eyes were lustrons like polished opals,
and full of bright, P&iul?uvuhlemMMy
About his sensitive, full-lipped mouth, he
wore a close-trimmed mustache and
goatee.

Forgotten was the heat and stifling hu-
midity. Gone was the stench of the city
and all the noise. All gone, as I stared
helplessly at the most attractive, desirable
man I'd ever seen in my life.

The blonde started toward me, but hap-
pily he didn't get too far. The cute Latino
put a hand on his arm and with an oh, no-
ﬁu—dm‘t look, firmly pulled him back.

e blonde returned an mdifferent
The Latino came over. The tag on s
shirt said his name was Rudy.

“You're with someone?” he asked in a
clear and very pleasant voice. He ced
at the chair where Mary Ann would have
sat.

“She’s a colleague,” 1 replied and
added, “T’'m not wlgieanyone——at all” 1
hoped my tone would get the fullness of
my meaning across. ;

I guess it did because his eyes glittered
like jewels and he seemed to breathe a
sigh of relief. He took my order and off
he went, pausing once to look back and
wink. By the time he refumed with Mary
Ann’s scotch and my beer, she had re-
tumed.

She didn't sit, but took a healthy guljéﬁjf
her drink. “Joy. No rest. Gotta go.” She
looked at Rudy. “You know Johnny

Chang” .
“Yeah.” I had ed a drop or two of
beer on my shirt. Rudy took a napkin and

gently wiped it off. Our eyes met. I
smiled. He winked and tumed to Mary
Ann. “He, ah, Johnny, he works here.”
“Goood. See him later.” She took an-
other swallow of scotch. “You stay here,”
she told me. “Go no place. Be back in an
hour.” She tumed to go and then, tumed
back. “Single?” she asked Rudy. He
nodded affimatively. “Goood. So 1s he,”
she said, pointing at me. “Gay, single, but
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not looking anymore.” With a mnnal
waming that [ was to stay put, she said to
Rudy, “Watch out for him.” In a whirl of
skirts she was off, her commodious purse
swinging on her arm.

“Sorry about that,” I said, giving him a
sheepish look.

“I'm not,” he replied. “She was telling
the truth—about you, 1 mean?” 1 nodded.
His dark eyes sparkled with a boyishly,
ﬁt;}:uous grn. “Then, I'm not sorry at

Maybe it was the humidity, but [ was
finding it hard to breathe. He asked me
for a cigarette, saying his were i the
back. I gave him one, but as I lit it, I no-
ticed two guys out on the sidewalk, going
slowly by. They paused briefly as they
looked over the café and then, went on,
Jomning two other men a little further up.
The four stood, talking together, as if
comparnng notes. I stood up.

“They’re looking for you, aren’t they?”
Rudy said.

“I think, and I think I better get outta
here.” I started to go, but tumed back,
seeing a look on his face was what I can
only describe as regret. “C’mon,” | said,
Llloldmg outlad “You'd better cg:le

ong too. I don’t want anything to
pen to you.” I was thinking of the Stg;
and Garreth. But I was also convinced
that if I left ham, if I said good-bye, there
would be no true love in this world for

me,
Rudy didn’t hesitate. He took off his

nametag, put it on the table and we left
the café, going out onto N Street. From
there, we headed up toward Connecticut

Avenue two blocks away, walking fast. 1
expected questions from him: who are
you, who were those men, where we go-
mg? But he said nothing.

¢ stopped for a light, when I saw a
van commg toward us, a white van. [
could just make out the seated lion
painted in gold on its side.

Instead of going straight head, we
ducked left, heading up toward P Street. |
glanced back. The van had tumed and
was following us, picldniup speed as it
camebé‘ﬁnbhed Rudy’s hand (God, that
felt good!), and we ran, ran hard, swing-
mg right on to P Street and plunging on
toward Dupont Circle,

The sidewalk was crowded. We pushed
people aside. “How rude!” “Well, pardon
me, Mary.” There were sounds, like fire-
crackers gomng off. Someone screamed.
There were sirens. We didn't look back.

We'd just reached the circle, when
Rudy stumbled. He'd have fallen into the
path of an on-coming car, but, just m
time, I grabbed him and pulled him back.
That’s when 1 saw another van, one like
the one behind us, coming onto the circle
from Connecticut Avenue.

There were benches around the
circle’s nm. We vaulted them and ran.
The top of a tree disappeared in a loud
hiss. Another tree, not ten feet away ex-
ploded, and then the fountain itself went

in a loud noise and a column smoke.

we ran, crossing the circle to reach,
finally, the point where Connecticut Ave-
nue headed north. i

Up the Avenue we ran, weaving, dart-
ing along the narrow sidewalk. Windows
in stores shattered. People screamed.
And, above it all, I heard someone shout
out my name. S

I looked and there, unbelievingly there,
was Mary Ann’s little sports car. She was
in it with another woman driving.

“Get in!” Amn shouted.

1 grabbed Rudy. We darted out into the
street. 1 shoved him in the back and
jumped in on top of him as in a squeal of
tires, the car took off.
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“Is a date with you always this hot?”
Rudy asked throngh a grin, Eoking up at
me. Before I could reply, he took my
head m both his hands anchw.sed me full,
hard, on the mouth.

The car rocketed along. I heard Mary
Ann yell out something about a story to
tell. As far as | was concemed, the story
was that I'd just died and gone to heaven
and been received with a kiss at the foot
on the throne,

TO BE CONTINUED

The Honor of
Your Presence

Madison—Pster Orr and Kerry Tim-
mens will be celebrating a ceremony of
Holy Union on September 6, 1997. The
ceremony will take place at 2:00 p.m. at
the Parkside Presbyterian Church, 4002
Lien Road in Madison.

Peter and Kerry

An alcohol-free reception will immedi-
ately follow the ceremony and will be held
at the Rodney Scheel House, 2815 Hauk
Street in Madison.

Peter and Kerry wish to share their love,
joy and happiness that they have with
each other with everyone. They request
that all join them to celebrate their Unicn.

For more information, call Peter Orr or
Kerry Timmens at: (608) 244-9584.
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Chinese
Continued From Page 39

film, Mama, in 1990, about a single mother
with a retarded son, his works have been
forbidden in China.

He makes his films on his own, scraping
up money to buy or rent equipment. His
movies are never shown in China, and
have had only limited exposure abroad -
until now.

The story of East Palace, West Palace
was prompted when Zhang heard that an
AIDS research lab was unable to collect
data from Gays afraid to come forward.

“"The lab recruited people to drag Gays
from a park where they gathered down to
the research center so they could inter-
view them about their habits," Zhang said.

“'| was astonished to find out that Beijing
Gays knew the parks where the best-
looking police were. They like the uni-
forms,' 'he said. | discovered there's an
incredibly direct connection between sex
and power. That's what the film's about."

Homosexuality was vilified under com-
munist Chinese rule, and has only been
dealt with fleetingly on film. Chen Kaige's
Farewell My Concubine only suggested
such a relationship when one man put his
hand on another's shoulder.

Palace contains love scenes between
men, though it shows no explicit sex.
“I'm fascinated by marginalized peopls,”
said Zhang, whose round face, defiantly
frizzy hair and easy grin remind one of a
smiling Buddha. "'It's like me as a director.
My emotions are very much on the out-
side, the outer edge."

Zhang graduated in 1989 from the Bei-
jing Film Academy as one of the “Sixth
Generation” of filmmakers.
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The so-called “Fifth Generation" in-
cluded Chen Kaige, Zhang Yimou and
Tian Zhuangzhuang, who breathed new
life into China's moribund, state-controlled
cinema.

“They had a slogan: "Not like the past',"
Zhang said. It motivated us to adopt our
own slogan: "Not like the Fifth Genera-
tion." He made Mama with $20,000 cob-
bled together from friends and shot it in
and around his houss. It won awards at
film festivals in Berlin, Nantes and Edin-
burgh, but after it showed in China,
authorities canceled its run.

Beijing Bastard, (1992) about alien-
ated, profanity-spitting youth against a
background of hard rock 'n roll, starred Cui
Jian, China's leading rock star and a friend
of Zhang's. “'It showed young people after
1989, people whose ideals had been
shattered," he said. "’| wanted to portray
youth colliding into a wall."

Chinese officials pulled other films out of
festivals in Tokyo and Locamo, Switzer-
land, to protest its showing.

The Square (1994) was a homey docu-
mentary about Tiananmen Square, with
never a mention of the protests and blood-
shed of 1889. "~"Sons" (1996) was about
an alcoholic father.

The 95-minute East Palace, West Pal-
ace was partly funded by an $138,000
grant from the French Culture and Foreign
Affairs Ministries.

"'It's the hardest one for me to show in
China, but the one | want to show the
most," he said. He sees in the film an alle-
gorical parallel between himself and its
main character. ~I'm like Ah-Lan - he
loves a police officer with all his heart - like
| love my country." For now, however, his
countrymen won't have the chance fto
know if they love his films.

APPLETON Mabpison MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE

Rascals Bar & Grill
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, Wi 54991
9549262

Chanticleer Guest
House

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay, Wi
54235

746-0334

Eau CLAIRE

The Trading Co.
304 Eau Claire St
Eau, Ciaire WI
838-94904

The Wolfs's Den
302 E Madison
EauClaire, W1 54703
832-9237

GREEN Bay

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, W1 54301
4373917

Napalese Lounge
515 S. Broadway
Greer: Bay, WI 54303
432-9546

Sass

840 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54304
4377277

Za'slJava's

1106 Main St.

Green Bay, Wi 54301
435-5476

KENOSHA

Ciub 94

2001 120th Ave
Kenosha, WI 53140
8579958

LA CROSSE

Cavaller Lounge
114 N Sth St.

La Crosse, Wi 54601
782-9061

Lake MiLLs

Cross Roads Bar
W6E642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, W| 53551
648-8457

A Room of One's
Own Book store
317 W. Johnson
Madison, Wi 53703
257-7888

Geraldine's

3052 E. Washington
Madison, WI 53704
241-9335

Manoeuvres

150 S. Blair
Madison, Wi 54703
258-9918

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

Scandals

121 W. Main St.
Madison, W S3703
251-1030

The Shamrock
117 W Main St.
Madison, WI 53703
255-5029

We Are Family
524 E. Wilson
Madison, Wi 5303
258-9006

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milwaukee, WI 53211
963-9089

B's

1579 S 2nd St
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
672-5580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
273-7474

Boot Camp Saloon
209 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
643-6900

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milwaukee, WI 53203
291-0889

C'est La Vie

231 S. Second St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
276-8890

Continued

Club 219

219 8. 2nd St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
271-3732

Designing Men
1120 S. First
Milwaukee, WI 53204
3891200

1100 Club

1100 S. 1st St.
Milwaukee, W] 53204
647-9850

Fannies

200 E. Washington
Milwaukee, WI 53204
643-9633

In Between

625 S. 2nd St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
278-96114

Just Us

807 S. Sth St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
383-2233

La Cage

801 S 2nd St.
Milwaukee, WI 52304
3838300

La Perla Restaurant
734 S. Fifth St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
6545-9888

Mama Roux Bar &
Americain Grill
1875 N. Humboldt
Milwaukee, WI 53212
3470344

M & M Club

124 N. Water
Milwaukee, WI 53202
347-1962

Rene's Cozy Corner
3500 W Park Hill
Milwaukee, Wi 53208
933-RENE

S. Water St. Docks
354 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
2259676

Station 2

1534 W. Grant
Milwaukee, W| 53204
3835755

10% Club
4223 W. Fon Du Lac
Milwaukee, W1 53216
4470910

Continued

This s It

418 E. Wells
Milwaukee, WI| 53202
278-9192

Triangle

134 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
383-9412

Walkers Point Cafe
1106 S. First St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
384-T989

Zippers
819 S 2nd St.

Milwaukee, WI| 53204
6458330

NEENAH

Diversions
1413 Green Valley
Neenah, WI|

RACINE

JoDees

2139 Racine St.
Racine, W| 53403
634-9804

What About Me?
600 6th St.
Racine, W| 53403
632-0171

Blue Lite
1028 N. 8th St.

Sheboygan, 53081
457-1636

STEVENS POINT

The Platwood Club
701 Highway 10W
Stevens Point, 54481
341-8862

JT's Bar

1506 N 3rd St.
Superior, WI 54880
394-2580

Trio Club

820 Tower
Superior, W] 54880
3025373

Wausau

The Mad Hatter
320 Washington
Wausau, Wi 54401
842-3225

Bill Meunier
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OUT & Ahout

Volunteers! All three of these pictures show volunteers in action. Shown at the top are three absolutely

fabulous men. They are BESTD cdlinic volunteers and we found them doing HIV tests at In Between,
Thursday May 15. Next is a HIT Volunteer serving drinks on the HIT bus to the Grand Opening at
Diversions. Last but not least is Sage La Rue (in the middle) with two friends. Sage had just finished her
volunteer stint at Diversions Grand Opening Celebration.
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MEN! CALL NOW!
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1-900-860- MENN

$1.49 PER MIN. Must be 18 years or older
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PERSONALS

Talking Personals! Hundreds of guys to choose from! Call Now!

[ Minois "]

TALK THE TALK I'm o Married, Bi
curious, White male, fangnghldl:!o
dominant, ive, Gay males.
Please coll. | ] 233630

DYNAMIC DUO DREAM This het,
, 34, 6k, 170Ibs, needs o
issive, White male, botiom, o aci
oul my faniasy with. |'m Batman and
're Rol:in | wont you to polish the
s another
wlmeBdnmardheBayWumhrm
confronted by the
Riddler. {Cicero)
=10435

lCO'UlSE FOR ADVENTURE
W"’“‘“‘wr:
and couples, Fu-ud\mlum
times, (Evansion] =7935

AI.ITTI.EBITOFm Tl
EVERYTHING This

, White male, 511, 165lbs, with
da hurondeeyes seeks a dark
skinned, dominant but affectionate,
marfnrumiahmshp I'm a good

toned, well hung, bottom. You

be handsome, humorous, and
looking fo get cheod in ffe. [Joliell
©33525

ROMEO IN JOLIET I'm o good
looking, Asian male, 510, 1450bs, into
traveling, 1wmtbmeelm:néupe

ip and, muybe more, Udnell
232571

____lowa

WHOLE ROMANTIC FANTASY My
varied inferests include the whole
romantic fontasy. | like movies, going
out, staying home, cooki

rood frips, cnl:lwdl\sanlllﬁsbeud\ I'm
an aitractive, 29 year old, While male,
&2, ﬂbs, with Blond hair, m
eyes, and a goatee, | wonf fo

quality fime with @ man between 30
and 50. (Cedor Ropids) =34671

COMMON GROUND | love fo visit
with other guys in the lowa, Wisconsin,
Minnesolo, area. Eventually, I'd like o
humalonglermrdmmshlp Iman

atractive, 40 yeor old, White madle, 63,

mdgnmeelhma

d’mlriareshwlmwmwwnﬁ
some common ground. (Decorah)
©33379

HOW DOES IT FEEL? 'ma
handsome, masculine, White male and |
visit the Fi. Dodge area twice o month,
l‘dbinenhwk while I'm there, with
hat guys for hot uﬁnlld-;amyﬂ'l

feels good and @ few things that

[Ft. Dodge) =33706

1M NO PHONEY ['m not necessarily
into getfing fogether ot this point, but |
want fo have some hot conversations on
the phone. I'm a looking, White
male, 511, :ﬂ:l Bm;ular
Green a very mu:
e iy
We might hit it off and meet in person,
lowa City) 232536

Minnesota

BROWN AND SERVE | love I
muAﬁmmnmu:?x 2510
45, who are well hung, en[qvloh

of attenfion. I'm o
T i T o otk

with Blond hair and Blue eyes.
{Minneapalis}] =1174

HARD AND GOOD This handsome,
well buill, White male, seeks hard, good
fimes with other hot men. (Minneapolis)
=1191

DRILL SERGEANT This fugged,
handsome, ex-Army man), in my 40',
seeks versafile guys, 20 1o 25, for fun. If
you're clean and d:scrzaiie phmo
appcnumhas are possi

[Minneapolis) =34744

I'LL DRESS t{:! FOR I':Ol; TthE:'JI ;

young, sexy, White male, & 5

seeks older men, 25 to 50, for hot

encouniess, Iifcmss-dressfmrl-;endﬂl
guy. (Minneapolis) =34749

IN THE END This 42 year old, Whife
male, 51, 190lbs, with Blond hair and
Blue eyes, has a thing for Black men. A
big thing. | want o meet African
An'nencmmdaswhomwrslund'rng, if
know what [ mean. If you enjoy
mlr'gordh serviced and like o give it
in the end, we need to mes!.
[Minneapolis}] =34292

§ FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366.
THE MANFINDER:«SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

1.900.370.1626

MAY THE FUN NEVER END |
love 1o have lots of fun and | want 1o
meet African American tops, 30 to
45, who feel the same way. I'ma
|usty looking, White male, 41,
510, 1 Es I'm especially
interested in well hung guys who love
to be serviced and are a little kinky.
{Minneapolis] =33555

To talk

in gr oups

at the main menu.

SEXY
SCIENCE I'm
am&.pdmgmaq:enrrmlisedthuny
Block men, 30 fo 45, as my

waont o see what | can do o ulerll
in your jeans. (Minneapolis] =32944

SEEN MY SHE-MALE? Tronsvesfites

and she-males really tum me on. I'ma

homy, White male, 5'9, 145lbs, and 1l

do anything for you. (Minneapolis)
2025

=3

MY NIGHTS ARE FREE This good
natured, attractive, White male, 165lbs,
with Blond b&:;d;cgl eyes, seeks o
nice, mnng, ng, guy o
spend the nights with. (Minneapolis)
©32295

LIPPY AND LEGGY I'ma
haired, Bisexval, msdmssemlmii
amon, or a couple of men, 1o
bge‘mmll‘n'urmim:hhmgﬁ'lm
long legs, o fight reor end, and very red
lips. Em‘ibevawwsmh IFyou're well
endowed, you're all the more welcome.,
Lef's play. (Minneopolis] =32184

BEAR CARE I'm looking for bears who
ore sincerely inlerested in
together. You should be of

hairy, over 66 1all, and weith
over 220lbs. | con't wait o meet you.
IMinnmpdis] 231690

WOMEN'S WEAR ENTHUSIAST |
mkdl;rfmmhsw#uslun
passion I'ma Gay,
Whﬂeﬂ'de 22,62, ?951:5 Lef's share
bod/ecslcuya'rdfmhmnpu lcan bea
top or bottom. (Rochester] =1051

READY TO TAKE A CHANCE
AGNNM{’gghwnimbmbfohn
afew i I knaw my prince will

come along. I'm an aftractive, Gay,
White male, 27, 5°7, 140lbs, with
swimmer's build. I'd like 1o give o piece
of my heart o an open, honest, man, 30
10 40, who enjoys hunting, fishing, the
outdoors, o.n:f.llrgmﬂu
cauch. {Rodﬁler} =1025

OUTDOORSY | live about an hour
north of the Minneapolis metro area and
Ihmkrmworhhevlm fman

ou ile male, 36, 6,
180lbs, with Browniurmdeyﬁ a
mustache, and trimmed beard. 'm
muscular, masculine, and looking for
someone like me. Wanna get lgether?
=32396

~ Wisconsin

Bl POLAR SYNDROME This
masculine, good looking, B, White
male, 30, 510, 175lbs, with Brown hair
and seeks other Bi men, in the
meﬁhm fimes. (Abbotsford)
=33638

BENEATH THE SURFACE |i seems to
me that persorial stafistics ond
measurements don't mean much ot this
int. I'm looking for someane fo get o
E:m , loo, are inkerested in what's
inside, lel"s tolk. (Bou Claire) =34100

FRESH GOODS I'm new in the area

mdwmmmh;dd;mfnrﬁeq-ml

uninhibited, get fogethers. I'm a very

buil, goadlouhng. White male, 30 éll

175lbs. If you're masculine, and serious
I'naﬁngup,iei’sgive{!ogo. (Eau

Claire) =33358

JUST BETWEEN FRIENDS This very
tradifional, 29 year old, White male,
seeks Goy friends. | love the outdoors
and sports, both participatin ond
walching. I'm outgoing but discreet.
(Eou Chlfe] =33245

MORNING APPOINTMENT | like
fo get it hot and hard on weekday
mormings, between 7 and 9 a.m. I'm
a sexy, 39 year old, Bi, White male,
180lbs. I'm extremely hormy and need
ll!ﬂl[]’\ ;:uybeT::bcan rﬂu{a ita

lar thing igger your
mmr the better. (Fox Cities)
=14525

BAY Bl BONDAGE This ex
submissive, Bi, White male, 44, seel
a dominant master. |'ll cater to your
every whim. I'm tumed on by B&D,
S&M, spanking, humiliation, verbal
abuse, and much more. (Green Bay)
r12639

CHEESE LOVER | need
a huk of cheese, Im o
aftroctive, White male, 26, 62,
190lbs, and in great shupe
I'm honest, athletic, and seak
someone like me, 18 to 30, who
lives in the area. (Hudson)
©34658

DICK AND JANESVILLE |
wanf lo meel a nice guy, interested in
having fun and gefting lo know each
Mher I'ma2] yeargd White male,
with Blond hair and Hozel eyes. | fike
mfl-to‘hm nmamtaém 2&:30

who enj outdoors. | ‘re
muuuli:z, but unafraid of rm
feminine side. [Janesville) =33674

CURIOUS AND COMFORTABLE
I'd like to mest another Bi curious guy
for relaxing fimes and explorunon |
enjoy ealing out, cocking, long wolks,
going lo the park at night, ;:?
:n?nng TV. (Madison) =34097

SEEKING STABILITY I'm loolung
for a guy in his 40's, or older, who
enjoys spendmg time with a you

man. I'm a 23 year old, Whnen?
in need of mature guidance.
[Madison) =33129

TIGER WOODY I'm a nice looki

58 year old, White male, 59, 'IBOIngs
with a medium build. | love to play
golf and engage in all ather outdoor
acfivilies. Right now, |'m more
inferasted in some indoor sports, if
you know what | mean. (Modison)
©32997

ON WITH THE SHOW If like
to show off, and have ing fo
show, show it to me. I'm a musculor,
29 year old, White male, info posing,
wresfling around, and oral action. I'm
aspaci:ﬁy into arms 3
[Milwaukee] =31169

TOP OF THE LINE I'm a well

rounded, infelligent, Bi, White male,
44, 510, 250lbs, with dark Brm\fn
hait and Green eyes. I'm d

shaven and walk with a limp. I’d like
to meet an hones!, sensifive, humarous
guy with whom lo share nature,
massage, sports, movies, and more. |
have a wide variety of inferests, My
hope is o meet a fop as | haven't

with someone, in that way, for
years. (Milwaukes) =34019

SCAT, CAT! This hot, 40 year old,
Gay, White male, 6'5, 190lbs, has
exfensive brown hunl:y experience. I'd
like to meet Gay, White male,

buddies or, perhaps, a lover,
interested in exploring this world.
(Milwoukee] =34133

KINK OUT | can't get enough wild
and kinky sex with hot, mature, men.
I'm a 32 year old, White male, &,
185lbs, with Brown hair and Blue
eyes. [Milwoukes) 33895

LET’S HAVE A BLAST This smooth,
built, attractive, Gay, White male,
bottom, 29, seeks oggressive fops, 25
10 30, in the area, for hat fun.
[Milwoukee) =32513

BOD AND BREAKFAST I'm o Gay,
White male, 45, 59, 165lbs, with a
hairy, muscular build, and ~ fight
butt. Il greet you at the front

and give you access fa my back door
It can't accept wide loads because of
i’ s tight nature. The well endowed

F d apply elsewhere. | like late

moming, and afternoon ?‘ef logelhen
I like Foreplay while walcl
Safe sex only. The sexually
especially welcome: lMlMuuL&el
231643

HIKE AND BIKE | love ouldoor
activities like hihng camping, and
biking. | hope fo meet a guy, 18 1o
35, wha shares these inferests, and
likes to have o good time. I'm an
affractive, 30 year old, White male,
6ft, 150lbs. (Redgronite) *30882
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| make it a habit never to print personal
letters from my dear friends.

However, | got this letter from Inez and |
just had to share it with you. Litle Inez
and | go back to her second marrage.
We met in the lobby of a Las Vegas wed-
ding chapel. | was in-between mamages
myself and had taken a job playing the or-
gan at the Chapel of Perpeiual Regret.
Inez had just gotten dumped at the alter.
What can | say? We bonded in the ladies
room. Soon we were at the casino slam-
ming back Pink Squirrels and picking up
Greek sailors. The rest is history.

*

Dear Rue,

Where the hell you been? | ran into
our old friend Val Seline in Brooklyn
and she told me you where living in a
place called Milwaukee. Now what do
they call those people? Please heads?
How fun! | must come to visit.

Anyways, I'm celebrating my third
husband s birthday in Vegas. You must
come with me. The Pink Squirrels are
cold and the sailors are hot! It's in Oc-
tober and | know we’ll just have the
best of times. Two single gals back in
their jackpot haven!

But let me explain the real reason I'm
writing. | got a problem. My girlfriend
Estelle Gaspuccio needs some serious
plastic surgery. How do | tell her it's
time to go in for a little tuck job?

(signed)

Inez

My Dearest Inez,

So good to hear from you! I'll see you in
October. Let's talk about our friend
Estelle. Poor, old, droopy-faced Estelle.
She's sort of a cross between Bob Dole
and Walter Matthau. Last time | saw her,
her face was hanging so low | was afraid it
was going to slip right off her head and
into her bag of Doritos. You know it's time
for a nip and tuck when your nips keep
getting tucked into the waistband of your
girdle.

Now, granted, I'm no beauty queen. If
you look closely around my eyes I'm sure
you'll find a few crow s feet.

But, Estelle?

Ruthie

Hell—she's got the whole damn crow
sitting up there on her face! She's the
only person | know who locks like she's
wearing panty-hose over her head 24
hours a day. The poor woman can't go
into a bank or a 7-Eleven without security
being called.

But before you register Estelle for the
Mary Tyler Moore plastic surgery hall of
fame, you must realize that we really
shouldn't say rude things to the cosmeti-
cally challenged. If Estelle is comfortable
with her looks, then it's really none of your
business. Saying anything would only
hurt her feelings and possibly end your
friendship. Suggest a new hair style in-
stead, or go for a make-over together. If
all else fails, sing this while in her pres-
ence. It's in the melody of that Bette
Davis Eyes song the kids are always
playing.....

Thin and saggy,
Kind of baggy.
Everyone thinks she's a haggy
All the boys say, What the heck?
She’s got - Bette Davis neck!
Just kidding. Let Estelle look the way

me orginal usA GETY IPEIFtY Line
Ay

GROUP ACTION, BACKROOMS
ONE-ON-ONE, LOCAL DATING

THE HOTTER, ./

THE HARDER

Night M,

011-592-591-526

International LDD Rates
J4¢ to 51.27 Per Minute, 18+

ROVGH TRADE

eetings-Live

EXXXTREME
HOT SAMPLES

011-239-3235

Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone
lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-268-404-6433

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY LEATHER STUDS
HOT-AS-HELL ROUGH GROUP SEX

she wants to.

Dear Ruthie,

My lover and | have been together for
close to 11 years. He is wonderful and
our relationship is great, except that
I'm obsessed with the guy who lives in
the apartment next door. We always
run into each other in the laundry room
of our apartment complex and he has
made it quite obvious he wanis to
sleep with me.

The flirting has gotten so hot that I'm
on the verge of having an affair with
him. How should | proceed?

(signed)

Laundry Lover

Dear Lover,

So you've been happy with your lover
for close to 11 years and you want to have
an affair, huh? That's about as dumb as
murdering your ex-wife while wearing de-
signer shoes. Do you want starch with
that divorce? Listen, mister, you've got 11
years invested in this relationship. That's
about 27 in Gay years! Don’t screw it up
just to get your ticket punched. Assuming
that you and your lover have the relation-
ship you've always wanted - why play with
the laundry boy?

Next time you're tempted, just think
about how hurt your lover would be should
he find out.

Think about the consequences of
catching some disease. Remember, the
only totally safe sex is no sex. Take your
laundry to the cleaners and leave your
neighbor alone. Keep your fantasies at
that - fantasy. If the sexual tension gets to
be too much to bear - don t run down with
a load of whites. Lock yourself in the
bathroom instead, and take care of busi-
ness-if you know what | mean. Remem-
ber-no one gets hurt when the band plays
alone.

GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

Q0
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PHONE SEX FOR MEN
1-809-563-0334

Adults over 18. Int'l long distance rates
HARD LOVE. STRANGE DESIRES.
1-800-815-6672 rinp out How!

Adults over 18

Go Online for Hot Sex Connections
http://www.online18.com/manstop
Adults over 18 only.

METAL STUDS 1-800-876-8477

THIS IS AS FAR AS WE CAN GO!
Adults over 18. No major credit card needed.

BLACK MEN 1-800-933-4429
DOUBLE FANTASIES Adults over 18 only
DIRTIEST STUFF EVER
1-800-709-2227

no names, please Adults over 18 only.

PHONE SEX PARTIES

Sample These Hunks Now Call:

1-800-815-6669

Adults over 18 only.

CONTROVERSIAL SEX DESIRES

Maximum Pleasure with men

] '800'207"8] 06 ADULTS OVER 18 ONLY
HOT & HORNY!

Complete Phone Service

] -800' 27'2883 Adults over 18 only. .
EASY SEX!

Hot guys need your call. Real men.

1'800'806-?781 Adults 18 & aver only,
DIRECT PHONE ACCESS!

Your Dreams Can Come True

1-800-216-1205 aduits over 18

WILD & BIZARRE 1-800-207-8107
CALLS FOR REAL MEN Adults over 18 only

LOVE DIRECTORY 1-800-229-1925

HOT PHONE SEX! Fast Service. 24 Hrs.
Adults 18 and over

PHONE SEX 1-809-563-0328
Int’l long distance rates apply. Adults over 18
LOVE CLUB FOR MEN HOT SAMPLES
1'800'81 5‘66?1 Adults 18 and over.
HOT SENSUAL CONTACTS
Best Phone Listings. ALL NEW!
Find Out Now.1-800-933-4429

Adults over 18

THE WILD RIDE 1-800-216-1202
Adults over 18 only
REAL MEN - REAL PERSONAL
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suicide. For the first time he publicly
spoke of his father's drug abuse, and at-
tempts to kill his mother. Yet Schnieder

id when his father died his family
moumed.

It was what one observer called "a re-
markable moment of candid heartfelt
feeling. The message was clear. Every

rson has worth no matter what you may

ink of their actions."

Realizing that many of those who were
going to vote on the bill would rather not
have voted on it, House Minority Leader,
Wally Kinicki pointed out that the As-
sembly had been in session for five and
half months and had passed only five
bl]]&s "Nice work if you can get it." he
said.

Kinicki said that bill was being "forced"
on the chamber and that if a secret vote
were taken "at least 75 of us would vote
not to be discussing right now."

The motion, the debate and the vote
the motion to table Krueser's amendment
which passed 68 to 31 set the tone for the
rest of day.

In all there were four amendments and
three substitute motions Three
amendments were tabled, one was ruled
not gemmane. Two substitute motions
were tabled, one was ruled not germane.

Throughout the day the bill's ents
tried to meet religious arguments m favor
of ﬁssage head on.

onio Riley said that he thought that
homosexuality was a sin, but he said, "As
an African American man [ can not vote
for this bill. Let he is without sin cast the
first stone." _ ;

Marty Reynolds D-Ladysmith "Does il
seem strange how God singles out lying,
adultery, coveting but he stays silent on
homosexuality? It's funny how selective
we racz:lnk chowhen (vrv)e rgad the b)ib(ljc. "t R

F; e (D- Supenor) denoun
what he callagd "a bill based on hate." His
voice booming throughout the chamber,
Bovle wamed that the neonle behind the

CLASSIFIEDS

Inn at Pine Ridge B & B esp for women, hot tub,
sauna, good brunch, hike, bike rest. Near Eau Claire
by reservation (715) 984-2272,

Employment

Looking for A Change of Atmosphere?
We've Got It! Chair rental now available in a pro-

gressive Aveda Salon. Call today for more informa-

tion (608) 249-5293 L

Housing Share

Room Mate wanted
Neat, dependable, nonsmoking/drinking, profes-
sional man. Share large 3 Bedroom apartment with
same in historic district two blocks from lake Michi-
gan — Racine. Split $650 plus utilities. 637-8732
Room Mate Wanted
Milwaukee- $150 plus utilities, 2 blocks west of Pick
& Save E. Pleasant St. Your own bedroom, washer
and dryer provided call Walter 278-8310.
Housing/Rent
J————————————————_L i
819 N. Cass Street
Elegant 1 Br in charming Victorian mansion. Spa-
cious, secure, suite includes heat, appliances, park-
ing,, No pets. Available now. $675. 278-0999
days or 351-1949 evenings/weckends.

bill were the same le who carry si

e e o s
ey were y

of Lh;n Dem}guc}als who denounced the

bill. Including on that list was Peter Bock

(D-Milwaukee).

Bock read from a book written by for-
mer Congressman Steve Gunderson (R-
Wisconsin) and his lover and then com-
mented. "While I must say that I am
happy that my side of the aisle captured
his seat, I can not help but think of how
much good Steve Gunderson could have
done for this state had he been re-elected
and become chair of the Agrcultural
Committee. It was your side drove
him out of office because he was Gay."

Throughout the day, Minority Leader
Kinicki rose to offer a compromise. The
basis for his com isc was that by
taking out the words "same sex marriage
the body could make the bill "less offen-
sive."

Kinicki pot out that if Utah which is
controlled by Mormons legalized polyg-
amy, Wisconsin would have to pass an-
other bill saying that it wouldn't recognize
such marriages.

According to Kinicki, the Assembly
should pass a bill that simply stated "mar-
riage can only be between one man and
one woman." He said this could take care
of any situations like incestuous or po-

amous marriages that may be legal in
sther states.

The bill's opponents for the most part
objected to the compromise. They were
concerned that such language, similar to
DOMA, the Federal Anti-Gay Marriage
act, would make passage in the Senate
easier.

Furthermore some Gays and Lesbians
on the scene found Kinicki's idea more of-
fensive than the original bill. "Oh yeah,"
said one, "Lump us in the child marrying,
polygamous Mormans. Sure I feel so
much better knowing we are equal to
somebody in Wally's eyes."

Finally, the Republican Leadership em-
barrassed by the bill accepted Kinicki's
idea. But when the Substitute Amend-
ment Language was proposed Tim Car-
pe:ialm' (D-Milwaukee) rose on a point of
order.

FOR SALE

AVON Representative Avon products for sale.
Proceeds of sale go to AIDS Walk Wisconsin. For
details call Sandy (414) 962-1427.

AIDS Walk Early Rummage Sale 1930 E. Brad-
ford, Milwaukee. Satarday May 31. 9 AM to 77?7
Rummage items accepted call Sandy first (414) 962-
1427.

Body Improvement
B e el
Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom vacuum pumps or surgical Gain 13
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE

brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP (52.95/m)
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"The Amendment is not ," said
Carpenter You can't take a bill that was 5
lines and make it 28 lines without chang-
in%its ose."

e ruled in favor of C er
and threw out the Omise.
point things tense in the chamber.

Kinicki took exception to ter's
actions. "I did this in good faith," he ‘&0-
tested, "I don't want people to think I

didn't keep SﬂIl.lg' word. F

Kinicki said that in the Democratic Cau-
cus held the previous day, there was talk
of compromise but no specifics were pro-
posed. "I didn't even consider what to do
about this bill until QTerday." he said.

Carpenter responded sharply that he had
not been consulted by Kinicki and that
Kinicki should not count on him to vote
for compromises without asking him first.
"Don't count on me to be on that train to
Rosebud," he said.

Speaker of the House Ben Brancel then
rose to say that his side bargained in good
faith. Saying that Kinicki could not be
trusted to deliver his party, Brancel said,
"We will remember this when we take up
the budget."

After the vote several Democrats even
some who voted for the bill said they felt
sorry for Carpenter. Tim was not treated
very well by Wally today. [ was
1ishamed," said one.

In all 50 out of 52 Republicans voted for
the bill. They were joined by 28 out of 47
Democrats. | Republican and 19 Demo-
crats voted agamst. One Democrat,
Schnieder voted in favor by mistake.

An aide in his office told The Wiscon-
sin Light that Schnieder was out of the
room when Kinicki's compromise was
ruled out of crder. "He thought he was
voting for the compromise and then would
vote agamst the bill. He didn't know that
he was voting on the bill."

Strategists for the bill's opponents were
Kﬂm_cularly bitter that so many Democrats

olding safe seats voted in favor of the
bill. Singled out in that regard were Reps
Dave Cullen, Johnnie Mormis Tatum,
Polly Williams, Mark Meyer. John Leh-
man, Hubler, Jeff Plale, and Gre
Huber. The Wisconsin Light attempteﬁ
fo contact all of these reps but only two
::etmned its calls to justity their votes in
AvVOor.

_ John Lehman told The Light "I thought
it was a silly, inane bill that should never
have come before the legislature, I feel it
was hurtful to many individuals in the
State of Wisconsin and misunderstood by
many mdividuals. .. I think it was misun-
derstood, by a large segment of people in
the State of Wisconsin either way a per-
son voted [ heard from dozens and doz-

= ens of people who asked me to vote for it.

- Jeff Plele told The Light "Sometimes
out here, you have to kind of hold your
aose and do what you personally may not
feel is the right thing, but the over-
whelming majority of the calls I received
were in favor of the bill."

He added " Bills of much greater impor-
tance to people's lives they never call on.
A bill that I would characterize as sensa-
tional they call on.”
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FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT
ManScan, Personals, More
1-268-404-5350
1-520-718-5858
1-702-748-7700
1-615-525-5060
1-213-860-0805

18+ - Only LD Rates Apply

Club A social club serving the recovering

Gal

Sleeping Room for Rent

231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)

Gay and Lesbian community. Regularly scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step

meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave.,
(414) 276-6936 x

New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean
Call (414) 291-9600
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National Gay Pilots Association
welcomes all aviation enthusiasts.
Newsletter, Events, Personals
NGPA. Dept. MKE PO Box 27542
Washington, DC 20038-2742

(703) 660-3852 =n

|l nohrl, Hebl, Huber, Hubler, Kreuser,

How They Voted

Below is a listing of how the State As-
sembly voted on AB 104, Lorraine Ser-
atti's Anti-Gay Marriage bill

Republicans In Favor - 50

Amsworth, Albers, Brandemuehl, Do-
byns, Duff, Foti, Freese, Gard, Goetsch,
Crocn, Grothman, Gunderson, Hahn,
Handrick, Harsdorf, Hoven, Huebsch,
Hutchinson, Jensen, Jerkewitz, Johns-
rud, Kafert, Kedzie, Kelso, Klusman,
Kreibich, Ladwig, Lasee, Lazich, Lah-
man, Lorge, Musser, Nass, Olsen, Ot,
Otte, Owens, Powers, Rschafer, Seratti,

Skindrud, Sykora, Tunderheim, Urban,
Vrakas, W , Ward, Wieckert, Zu-
kowski and Brancel.

Republicans Against -1 Ourada

Democrats in Favor - 28
Baumgart, Cullen, Gonemus, Hase-

Kruskick, La Fave, Lehman, Linton,
Meyer, Mormris-Tatum, Plale, Plouff,
Robson, Rutkowski, Ryba, Scheider,
Springer, Staskunas, Steinbrink, Tumer,
Vpander Loop, Williams, Wood, Ziegel-

bauer.
Democrats Against - 19
Baldwin, B Bock, Boyle, Carpen-

ter, Coggs, Dueholm, Hanson, Krug,
Kunicki, Murat, Notestein, Potter, Re{-
nolds, Riley, Travis, Wasserman,
Young, R. Young

renewals.
NAME ADDRESS
Y TATE

S
PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE[S] IN WHICE: YOI WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR.
‘une 5, Jume 19__ ,July3___ , July 17

Republicans Not Voting- 1 Potter

Democrats Not Voting- 0

Letters
Continued from Page 4

For Rep. Seratti I insist that the notion that
society “could survive without homosexuals”
cannot be argued because, certainly, no society
has ever been without them,
. And as more of Gay history is understood, it
is clear that the contributions to art, politics,
religion, etc., made by homosexuals over the
centuries is too greal to be measured. To
speculate on a world without those contribu-
tions is folly. It is like speculating on a history
and a world without left-handed people.

Most of the arguments now being used
against Gay marriage were made decades ago
45 states, one by one, did away with laws pre-
venting interracial marriage. The same scare
tactics were used, religion was exploited, and
the same dire predictions were raised.

But bigotry did not prevail, and society was
only made richer and fairer as people who

loved each other were allowed to openly ex-
press that love before their country and their
God.

John Catania

New York City

Let’s Boycott

TO THE EDITOR:

Regarding all the media attention to the “El-
len Show,” they keep saying that there are 30
roles on TV that depict Gay characters. Big
deal! How many characters are on TV that de-
pict “straight” characters? And how many
years did 1t take to get to 307 It's about time!!
I've been an ardent TV viewer for over 45
years and would never see any representative
of my life.

At work during that week, one of my co-
workers made the comment to me that she
“didn’t understand why Ellen had to come out
of the closet?”

| said, “Maybe she thought it would help cut
the number of teen suicides that has continued
.0 grow in the last 10 years, and save some-
one’s life.”

“Oh, I never thought of that,” she says.

As for the advertisers that pulled out or said
hey won’t sponsor her show, like Wendy's,
".C. Penney, Chrysler, I say fine. That's their
choice. As for me, [ will go to Burger King,
Sears, T.J. Max or any other store “BUT" Pen-
ney's.

And when it comes lime for a new car, any
product but a Chrysler will get me around
town.

I hope you get my “drill.” Lel's boycott. It
helped with dear “Old Anita™ who, by the way,
just filed bankruptey, and with Coors beer.

Hope to see all my friends at PrideFest.

Thanks for giving us a-placeto “vent.”
Tracy Jones
Milwaukee

Editor’s Note: I note with interest that both
Chrysler and Wendy's (among others) were
sponsors of The Odyssey on NBC. | note with
mnterest, | should say, because all the Gay parts
secem to have been excised from Homer's fa-
bled work.

Gay and Asian

TO THE EDITOR:

[ am a Gay, Asian Gay, Chinese Gay from
the Red China. This letter has purpose to edu-
cate people with real Gay life story about be-
ing Gay and also educate Gay Asian how to

| move on their Gay lives.

I am proud as a Asian, and Chinese. Yellow
is beautiful and we have the one of the longest
civilization.

[ am proud as a Gay, because I am honest
and tell the truth, and I pursuit real love and
happiness.

I-am proud of myself. I can die for my love
and faith. [ depend on myself and nobody
could take away my dignity. I made so many
mistakes before, but I never stop learning

My generation is lucky to express ourselves.
But we have no role models before us. We
learn things by tough lessons to find ways for
ourselves but for sure the experience will
benefit the younger generation. I urge more
Asian Gay, Gay Chinese join me doing some-
gn'ng to show what is right for Gay Asian to

0.

Love is most wonderful thing in this world.
Love is understanding, trust, honesty, care, re-
sponsibility, faithful, and unselfish. Not many
people experience it or know how to offer it to
others. Even some don't know how to take iL
You would be empty without love,

I hope you will leam a lot from what [ write,
from what I had experienced, heard and
thought, about love, being Gay Asian, Gay
Chinese, relationship, friendship, how to han-
dle crisis.

Life is pain for all Gay Asian, but we always
have the hope. If we are honest with the life,
the future is bright for each of us. Let's keep
doing.

Kurt Yang
Boulder, CO

Please See Letters Page 47
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In Leaving the Christian Coalition, Ralph
Reed May Be Jumping From a Sinking Ship

DIRECTORY OF

PROFESSIONALS

“I’m on your side.”

Thomas E. Martin atorney at law 765-9413

Sensitive to the legal issues unique to our comnunity.

[ BRENDA LEWISON

ATTORNEY
Labor

5027 West
Employment

North Avenue

Milwaukee, WI Discrimination

No Health Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers
Too Little? Want Economical Counseling?

Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D
Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counselor
OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT:

| 2266 N. P Ave,, Ste. 206, Milw,, W1 53202
53208 Tenant'’s Rights rospﬁf] Jﬁ 25;2.242'}
- 135N.G leaf Ave,, Ste. 315
4144533925 Garries: IL 60031 (Six Foge Area)

Scot Alans

HAIR STUDIO

7004 West National Avenue
Milwaukee

(414) 774-8356

gﬁmotﬁuehnm\

Paintings, Prints
Sculpture, Antiques
Purchased & Sold
Estate Sales
Appraisal Services

e

6\-1 (414) 265-1305 ’E)

Call me for all your insurance needs

s —— ™
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/

Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist

Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

414 .332. 3331

\ J

DISCOVERY & RECOVERY
CLINIC, INC.

DAWN KRUEGER, MSW, CICSW
Individual, Couple & Group Psychotherapy

B405 Wesl Forest Home Ave » Suite 101
Greaenfield, Wl 53228
Phone (414) 427-4111, Ext. 33
Fax: (414) 427-4342
“Strength is knowing when to ask for help.”

AMERICAN FAMILY Denis I. Jackson PHD
B - Psychotherapist

AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE

DORI A. PANTHOFER Licensed Psychologist

THE PANTHOFER AGENCY Relational and ndividual Theripy

626 East Ogden Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53202-2604
Off (414) 277-7772 = Fax (414) 277-1088

Business * Personal
Passports
Old Photographs
Copied & Restored
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Wauwatosa, Wi

476-3777

.
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230 W. Wells Suite 309
Milwaukee, WI 53203

By Jack Nichols ‘

Wash]:::sgltlgn, D%—;Ra]ph Reed is es-
caping his hi ofile in an organization,
'Hﬁe ghnsumghcp‘oahhm, that is mired in
beetle dung. Financial contributions have
fallen, two hostile factions are struggling
for organizational control, and charges of
tax-exempt illegalities involving Republi-
can political contributions are s%uakmg the
Christian Coalition to its foundations.

The two fractious factions are (1.) hard-
core social conservatives, religious zealots
making insistent political demands mjuri-
ous to the mterests of the second group
who are (2) moneyed businessmen, prag-
matic on their own behalf and willing to
make compromises to stay polifically
relevant. Reed represents the pragmatists
m the minds of the zealots.

To zealots, any compromise is anath-
ema. The business-oriented faction
watches further reductions in disaffected
membership as zealots are lured into ex-
tremist groups hike the Washington, D.C.-
based Family Research Couneil .

Until now, the bitter divisions between
these two camps have been little known
outside the organization. Blatant lies, it is
now believed, have been told about the
Christian Coalition's inflated membership
counts.

A Coalition boast which placed its
membership at 1.5 million became suspect
when U.S. Postal records reported in late
1995 deliveries of only 310,296 copies of
Christian American, reportedly sent to
every member who contributes $15 or
more,

The Federal Election Commission, fed-
eral prosecutors in Virginia and the U.S.

Most of the 's leipslm' ive agenda as
embodied mws "Contract With the
American Family" has been bypassed.

Another major faction, Roman Catho-
lics, who'd temporarily been brought un-
der the Chnstian Coalition's anti-free-
choice banners, have also fallen away,
forming their own organizations,

Polls mdicate that 40% of all evangeli-
cals do not support The Christian Coali-
tion.

Thus, Reed is leaving a "Christian"

Fru}xp stuck in legal, financial, and ideo-
ogical disputes raging between its un-
happy warnng factions.
Senate are currently mvestigating this
high-profile "political-religious" organi-
zation, a tax-exempt fund-raising front
that is now worth $27 million.

At the center of the prosecution's case
agamst the Christian Coalition is Judy
Liebert, its former chief financial officer.
Liebert states that Reed specifically told
her to hide an anonymous $60,000 politi-
cal donation from a wealthy businessman
who had requested that his contribution go
to Bush. Both the Christian Coalition and
Reed are denying Licbert's embarrassing
charges.

ngc Wilcox, a government professor
at Georgetown University who Es been
studym% the Christian Right for over a
score of years, says that its membership
has ed, and that various attem

s by
Reed, (such as his recently much-g)ped
courting of inner-city African- American
children) to mainstream the politics of the
Coalition have failed.

| (414)276-8669

..... R
[ Portrait |:

: BUSINESS INS
l’hotography David I“'latlgalq‘.LA o

BWO Insurance Group, LLC
Office: (414) 768-8100
Fax: (414) 768-8110
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Office: 414/482-5080
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i 0

REALTOR® = MLS = Equal Housing
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5 Cheryl Fuchs
A Realtor

L OFFICE: 608-238-2272
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5317 Old Middleton Road « Madison, WI 53715
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Michael Nagy, M.D.
Patrick Griffin, CICSW, BCD NEAL BRENARD
3601 - 30th Avenue, Kenosha, W1 53144
414-657-5200 S it
C. Michael Johnson (414) 454-0584

P.O. Box 71182
Milwaukee, WI 53211

5

(414) 964-9000
(414) 224-1452

E-Mail to: jhsmith@execpc.com
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Jack H. Smith

Web site: www.execpe.com/~jhsmith
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Call Jack Now!
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THEREFORE , CoNTIOER W

1o+ AND THAT YoUR SOM SEEMS
A PERFECTLY NORMAL MND HEALTHY,
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Maine

Governor Signs Bill

YEAH. UNIIKE You AND
1 | Syomey. SHE Savs wou PUS-

Granting Equal

Civil Rights to Lesbians and Gays

Augusta, ME~Backed by legislative

ers of the present and flanked by

legislative sponsors from the past, Gov.

Anggns King signed a bill Friday, May 16,

1997, extending civil rights protection to
Gays and Lesbians in Maie,

"It is not special rights," King said.
""What we are talking a here are the
most basic rights that all of us take for
ganted.” =

King's action in a ceremony in the State
House Hall of Flags, concluding a two-
decade push for passage, was cheered
scores of onlookers, many sporting pi
camati

ons,
King called the occasion °"a historic day
fc:ujl;\a]1 vigorous and self-cogfldem fsgomet A
ticipating a poten referen
challenge to &m pending law, King urged
those with qualms about the measure to
view it as a matter of faimess.

“"We have enemies in Maine. They are

verty, disease, ignorance. They are not

y déﬁ)plc.“ said King, a political inde-
pt?ilhtj: overnor urged “'those who are
worried, who are uneasy” to "‘join us in
making Maine the best society we to-
gether can create."

The law would extend protections pro-

. vided by the Maine Human Rights Act by

; biting discrimination agamst homo-

s in employment, housing, public
accommiodations and credit.

_According to the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, which hailed the enactment of
the measure, Maine became the tenth state
to adopt a civil rights law covering homo-
sexuals,

New Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen is
exgaed to sign a similar bill soon.
Tuesday, the Christian Civic League
of Maine told state elections officials it
mtends to launch a “‘people's veto" cam-
pm_lgl to block the anti-discrimination bill.
1¢ Chnstian Coalition said it was
joining forces with the civic league to

bring about a referendum. ‘lhe groups,
pledging to run an “honorable and posi-

tive" r?m] effort, claim to have thou-
sands of supporters,

Another group that opposed the legisla-
tion, known as Concemed Maine Fami-
lies, scheduled its own news conference at
the Secretary of State's Office on Monday.

If s gather 51,131 voters' sig-
natures by 90 days after the legislative
session ends and elections officials certify
the signatures as valid, a referendum on
the pending law must be scheduled.

In 1995, Maine voters rejected a ballot
question to restrict Gay civil nights. The
measure initiated by Concermned Maine
Families was tumed down, 53 percent to

47 percent.

Karen Geraghcal{ of the Maine Lesbian
and Gay Political Alliance said the poten-
tial for another referendum ign over

campaign
rights tempered Friday's celebration.
wwﬁlfrd most like tg: see happen is
have this conversation revolve around the
issue of faimess, how you're going to get
treated,” she said. *'I worry about whetfa
or not the conversation can be contained.”

State Treasurer Dale McCommick, a
longtime Gay activist and former Demo-
cratic legislator, hugged King after he
signed the bill and exultantly clutched her
hands over her head.

“"Freedom is a long time coming," she
said afterwards. "' was moved to tears
when I saw the governor sign the bill."

_The ﬁ%mlatm-e first passed a Gay civil
rights four years ago, but it was ve-
toed by then-Gov. John McKeman.

Last week, Maine lawmakers approved

the measure again, voting in favor of it by
28-5 in the Senate and 84-61 in the House
of Representatives.
_ Other states with Gay civil rights laws
mclude California, Connecticut, Hawaii,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey,
Rhode Island, Vermont and Wisconsin,
according to the ACLU.

Experts Debate Whether Vaccine for AIDS is

an Impossible Goal

Washington, DC—Medical science
may never find a vaccine to protect
agamnst the AIDS virus because the infec-
tion Poscs unique problems that may be
unsolvable, an expert says.

Although researchers have found vac-
cines for polio and other diseases, Dr.
Robert Gallo, co-discoverer of the AIDS
virus, said "'nobody can say that we will
(succeed) for sure” in making a vaccine
against HIV, the virus that causes AIDS,

Gallo, head of the Institute of Human
Virology at the University of Maryland,
was a member of a panel of experts at a
vaccine symposium Tuesday, May 13.

_ "We have to say it is a serious possibil-
ity that we will never succeed with a vac-
cme agamst HIV," Gallo said. ~"We have
to&ehrenhsig‘ 1 did cificall
ers on the e not y
echo his i pa:m‘ but Dr%peAnthuny
Fauci, head of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said lack
of precise scientific knowledge about HIV
is the major stumbling block preventing
development of an AIDS vaccine.

Fauci, whose agency takes the lead in
AIDS research at the National Institutes of
Health, said a **full court press" by scien-
tists led to drugs that keep HIV in check
once a person 1s infected. But making a
vaccine to protect against the mitial infec-
tion ""has major stumbling blocks."

d'}'here is still a lot of unknowns," he
sai

Gallo said that the uncertainty about
finding an HIV vaccine has led some peo-

fi:f at the World Bank to consider control-
g AIDS by treating all of the world's
HIV patients with the new and expensive
drugs that have been shown to success-

28 discussions with people at the
World Bank who are seriously contem-
plating the possibility of taking the drugs
and treating everybody,” said Gallo. But
he said the discussion was only “‘ex-

oratory” and that there are no firm plans
or drug treatments on such a massive

scale.

Gallo said that researchers have put out
“‘an enormous effort" to understand HIV
and how it reproduces in the body.

"It is safe to say that we know more
about this virus and this disease than we
know about any,” he said. But Gallo said
there is a list of major obstacles, with no
known solutions, that maiw prevent a vac-
cine from ever being developed:

There is no , short-lived labora-
tory animal that can be infected with HIV
for the testing of vaccines. Some monkeys
get a form of the disease, but they are ex-

pensive, rare and develop the disease very

slowly.
!-H\—’mnstanﬂm{ es. Often there are
a variety of strains within a smgle

atient. To be effective, a vaccine would
ve to protect against each strain,

The virus integrates itself into the
body, becoming part of the DNA in cells
of the immune system. " As soon as you
get infected, it starts impairing the im-
mune system," said Gallo. "Once infec-

T WHAT 15 WIITH You PEORLE 7/ T NEVER
SUCH A BUNGH OF VICARIOUS THRILSEEKERS
THINK Yo DiDWT HAVE SEX LIVES oF YouUR OwN /

s —= Wi |
tion ocan&,i chy?u;\;lel:ignm it" and t]utah im?:‘{ne
systt'.nlltL rotects the ‘
is itself under attack. e ¢

To be protective, a vaccine has to prime
the immune system against a microbe,
“"We don't know if the immmme system
could be primed to do that" agamst HIV,

0

_ Protection may require that every single
virus in the body is ed,atriciythatglis

not required of other vaccines. Gallo said,
for instance, that polio vaccine merely re-
presses the virus and ““then it goes away,"
&r:;ent;ng an infection. [t may take more
said.ﬂns to prevent an HIV mfection, he

Dr. Gordon Douglas, president of Merck
& Co. vaccine division, said his company
made its 'most expensive commitment
we've ever made to any research program"
to develop its protease mhibitor , one
of the new, successful treatments for HIV.

But, he said, “on the vaccine side, the

AIDS Vaccine
Continued from Page 1

for science in the age of biology. Today,
let us commit ourselves to developing an
AI_dD.S vaccine within the next decade,” he
sai

Clinton said to help fulfill the goal a
dedicated HIV vaccine research and de-
velopment center would be established at
the National Institutes of Health,

Sandy Thurman, director of the White
House Office of AIDS policy, said the

G Fot sient AT e tamry ..
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ANGEL (MO A JABER-WIELDING COM-
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investment has been pretty low."

““The major issue 1s a lack of technical
feasibility,” Douglas said. If we knew
what to do or any other company knew

what to do, you would have a vaccine in
five years."

Letters
Continued from Page 45

Gays in Prison

TO THE EDITOR:

I hear you Mike Bender! I'm an out Gay
man in prison. Unfortunately for all concerned,
before I had the guts to come out, I resorted to
sexual acting out with teenage boys. 1 don’t
consider myself a pedophile—I prefer men—
but the Gay community has shunned me any-
way.

Fsl"equem Letters to the Editor of The Light
are never printed. I'm a silent minority within
a minority, silenced by that minority. The Gay
community is as judgmental and fickle as the
Fundamentalist Right.

Being in prison (since 1985), and a sex-
offender and Gay, is no easy road. It's too bad
that no one has so much as even acknowledged
the incarcerated community. We do exist.

Good luck being heard At least your com-
mentary got published!

Michael Grindemann
Black River Falls, W1

A Letter to Michael

center would be fully operational within TO THE EDITOR:

the next several months and initially in-
volve 40 to 50 scientists. It will add about
$17 million to AIDS spending, bringing
the annual total to $150 million, she said.

“We've had some breakthroughs in re-
search, and so now we are looking at
seizing this moment” to begin a focused
effort, Thurman said.

But one AIDS group immediately criti-
cized the president's declaration, saying
the goal of finding a vaccine was not
backed up with a commitment of new

spending.

*"This is a sham and a hoax for Clinton
to compare himself to Kennedy and then
put no mone‘y behind it," Wayne Tumer, a

kesman fo

) r ACT-UP, said in a tele-
Emc interview. ''Clinton proposed a
Project to cure S in 1992,

If he had started that Manhattan Project
back then, we'd be well on our way to a
cure now."

Clinton said also that at a summit
Denver in June, he will ask leaders of the
world's other big industnial nations to
support the AIDS vaccine initiative. The
summit will bring together leaders of the
United States, Britain, France, Germany,
Italy, Canada, Japan and Russia.

"1 will enlist other nations 1o join us i
a worldwide effort to find a vaccme to
stop one of the world's greatest killers,"
Clinton said.

Clinton also challenged the U.S. phar-
maceutical industry to increase their in-
vestment in AIDS-related research.

An AIDS vaccine should be of the
U.S. industry's "basic mission," he said.

About three mmwolfhth le wqridw&e
are infected ?earl e virus
causes AID .an!anestimaledZQmiﬂ_ion

le carry the virus. Without a vaccine,
AIDS will soon overtake tuberculosis and
malaria as the leading killer disease of

le 25-to-44 years ofa%e, experts said.
pegﬁnmn chose Morgan State, which is
known for its focus on science and tech-
nology, to announce the mitiative to un-
derscore his commitment to the black
community, which is disproportionately
affected by AIDS.

The university has an enrollment of
6,000 students, and 850 received degrees
at the commencement ceremony.

This is in response to the Commentary by
Michael Bender published in the April 24-May
7 issue.

Dear Michael:

I hope you find the community you're look-
ing for in Madison. I'm sure you will. Madison
is a wonderful place to be Queer. There’s a
wide variety of things for us Queer Folk to
participate in and enjoy. The people there are
also diverse.

l (This, however, is true no matter where you
ive.)

But keep this in mind. Just because you have
your sexual orientation in common with others
does not necessitate that you all like each other
or get along. If there’s one thing I've learned
from being involved with Pioneers for a num-
ber of years, it’s this: everyone has their own
comfort level. Everyone moves along at their
own pace when it comes to coming out. And
the fastest way to alienate someone is to
threaten their comfort level.

Living in rural Wisconsin our “‘community”
may be harder to find, but it does exist. And
because we are more isolated, when we do find
each other, we need to treat one another with
respect; respect for the individual and respect
for their comfort level. This is good advice no
matter where you live,

Even though the Pioneers are very low-key,
we still have members whom we’ve never met.
We hope one day they’ll join us for a meeting
or a social. But for some, just knowing that
we're there, just the knowledge that they're not
alone out here in the sticks is enough for them.
And that’s okay. We've all been there. We
need to remember that when we're dealing
with other members of our “community.”

In defense of the LGB Alliance at UW-
Platteville: The people I've met from that or-
ganization are very bright, energetic, and de-
cent young people. They are our leaders of to-
morrow. And | give them a lot of credit for
hanging in there in a sometimes hostile envi-
ronment. [t’s too bad when the hostility come
from our own. We need to stick together, to re-

spect and help each other. There's enough di-
visiveness as it is.

1 hope you find the community you're look-
ing for in the “big city,” Michael. I guess rural
Wisconsin is just not ready for you.

Good Luck!
Deb Meckelberg, Director, Pioneers
Richland Center, WI
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