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Miller Brewing Gives
$10,000 Grant to
The Cream City

Foundation

Milwaukee—The Cream City Foundation
has announced that it has “proudly ac-
cepted” a gift of $10,000 from the Miller
Brewing Company. Under the direction of
Thomas F. Reed, Director of Public Affairs,
the Miller Brewing Company has, once
again, shown its continuous commitment Lo
the LesBiGayTrans community.

In accepting the gift, Tony Rhodes, Presi-
dent of the Cream City Foundation, said that
the Foundation’s long-lime relationship
with Miller Brewing has allowed the Foun-
dation to contribute over $45,000 in recent
years to LesBiGayTrans community events
and individuals.

“This relationship with the Miller Brew-
ing Company,” Rhodes said, *not only
shows the Cream City Foundation the com-
pany’s commitment to the LesBiGayTrans
community, but its commitment to all of the
organizations here in Wisconsin and na-
tionwide.

The Cream City Foundation is the LesBi-
GayTrans community’s philanthropic or-
ganization. The Foundation has given grants
to such events as: PrideFest (it has been a
major supporter); the Great Lakes
Gay/Lesbian Film and Video Festival at
UW-Milwaukee; SAGE; the Fest City Sing-
ers; Lesbians of Color/Women of Color;
Ujima; the Human Rights League for Gays
and Lesbians; and the Lesbian Alliance of
Metro Milwaukee (LAMM), among many
others. . b

In addition, the Foundation gives the John
Cowles Memorial Scholarship, a $1,000
annual award and provided 21 scholarships
for those attending the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force’s national Creating
Change Conference (this last was courtesy
of the Amie Malmon Development Fund.

The Foundation was a major sponsor of
the LesBiGay history exhibit, “Long Road
to Freedom,” held at Milwaukee's City
Hall.

The Foundation was host and major spon-
sor of the National Conference of Gay and
Lesbian Foundations held in Milwaukee in
October, 1995,

“The Cream City Foundation is one of the
greatest forces for unity and LesBiGayTrans
liberation in our state,” said activist Vincent
Cantara. “Our organizations, groups and
events have always received invaluable and
much needed support from the Foundation
when it was needed. When the Cream City
Foundation says it ‘is here for you,’ that’s
exactly what they mean.”

Cantara went on to strongly urge support
for Foundation fundraisers.

The Cream City Foundation is a member
organization of A Choice. This enables peo-
ple to give to the Foundation at their work-

Please See Miller Page 27

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.
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A Big Check Shown above (L-R) are Tom Reed from Miller Brewing Company and Cream City Foundation
Board Members, Paul Milkovich, Tony Rhodes and Ross Dracgert. Reed presented the group with a check for
510,000 donated by the brewery to the Foundation. CCF is Milwaukee's Gay and Lesbian foundation giving
thousands of dollars in grants to a wide variety of Gay and Lesbian groups.

ARCW Remains a Heavyweight Contender
as State ASO Competition Heats Up

Milwaukee—Within days after the State
Division of Health announced an historic
competitive process for designating AIDS
Service Organizations (ASO), the compeli-
tion began in eamnest and the rhetoric has al-
ready heated up to a fever pitch.

The Brady Clinic and St. Camillus AIDS
Ministries joined forces to create a coalition
comprised mostly of individuals to urge the
state to postpone the process .and make
changes in its approach. They held press
conferences in Milwaukee and Madison and
lobbied state officials.

Wisconsin Light received numerous calls
from concerned members of the community
on the developments. Many sources ex-
pressed disappointment and some, anger,
that the efforts of the coalition were nega-
tive, especially against the work of the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
(ARCW), and its Milwaukee AIDS Project
(MAP). .

ARCW looms large in this process. It is
the parent corporation of MAP and two
other ASOs in Wisconsin. It has been a
state-designated ASO from the beginning of
the epidemic and over the years, has devel-
oped into the Midwest’s largest ASO.

Adding to ARCW’s large presence is its
unparalleled fundraising capacity. It pro-
duces AIDS Walk Wisconsin which is the
largest state fundraiser for any cause, and

St. Camillus and Covenant Healthcare Reach
Agreement to Collaborate

Milwaukee—Two Milwaukee based
Catholic health care organizations, St
Camillus Institute, Inc., and Covenant
Healthcare System, Inc., have entered into a
collaboration agreement effective January
24, 1997. The goal of the agreement is to
enhance the abilities of both organizations,
their members and affiliates to provide
quality, cost-effective health care services to
the greater Milwaukee community while
advancing the presence of Catholic health
care in Southeastern Wisconsin.

The agreement calls for the organizations
to work together to improve the health
status of the populations they serve in such
areas as HIV/AIDS care, senior services,
specialty clinics and pastoral care. Service
to the poor and sick is a traditional, mis-
sion-based priority for both organizations.

“Diversity and unity are two sides of the
same coin,” according to the Very Reverend
William F. Cronin, OS Cam, MSW, Pro-
vineial of the Order of St. Camillus in North
America and President of all the Camillian
sponsored health care corporations.

“St. Camillus and Covenant Healthcare

each bring to this agreement the strengths of
their individual identities as organizations,
and both will carry away the special gifts
which come from collaboration,” Rev.
Cronin said.

“Our agreement recognizes the realities of
the health care marketplace and promises
mutual benefits,” continued Rev. Cronin.
“Most importantly, it promises to benefit the
thousands of people entrusted to our care,”

Thomas Sheehan, Covenant Healthcare’s
President and Chief Executive Officer,
praised the agreement. “A significant com-
monality of mission and philosophy have
brought us together: two Catholic, faith-
based, values-driven organizations joined in
a unique ministry to serve the Milwaukee
community.”

St. Camillus Institute, Inc., along with its
affiliated entities, is a comprehensive pro-
vider of health care services, independent
and supportive living, skilled nursing,
physical and occupational therapy, home
care services and Alzheimer’s/dementia

Please See Collaborate Page 8

through a sophisticated fundraising strategy,
ARCW raises over 52.5 million every year
to supplement its government granis,

“Our fundraising success means Iwo
things,” said ARCW Executive Director
Doug Nelson. “We have an enormous
amount of community support and we can
deliver a huge amount of services.”

“Yes, we are large, but we deliver more
services than any other agency in the Mid-
west,” Nelson explained.

“Qur success enables us to do needle ex-
change, aggressive Gay/Lesbian outreach,
the food pantry, legal assistance, the dental
clini¢, clinical drug trials, three housing fa-
cilities, and provides thousands of dollars in
financial assistance,” Nelson said.

Please See ARCW Page
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Dick Wagner in Close

Madison City Council Ok’s
TIF Grant After Heated
Public Meeting

By Bill Meunier

Madison— By a vote of 17 to 2, the Madi-
son City Council approved the last piece of
financing for the rebuilding of the Hotel
Washington,, a $600,000 Tax Incremental
Financing (TIF) package. The approval
followed an acrimonious debate that lasted
nearly two hours during a public meeting
held on Tuesday January 21,

It came only after an impassioned appeal
from the measures’s sponsor, openly Gay
Alderman Mike Verveer and a public
scolding leveled at the Council by Madison
Mayor Paul Soglin.

The TIF Package

The TIF package consists of a $151,600
grant from the City of Madison plus a
$448,400 loan guarantee. The idea behind
TIF packages is to use funds against the
property tax revenue the City expects to re-
cetve from a development.

In addition to the TIF package, the Scheel
family, owners of the Hotel, have lined up a
83.1 million loan from Capitol City Bank
and a $300,000 loan from Madison Gas and
Electric. The Scheels are also contributing
$1.1 million of their own funds.

Openly Gay Alderfnan Mike Verveer who

onsored the measure was elated that the

al piece of financing was at last in place.
However, Verveer told The Wisconsin
Light that he was disturbed by the tenor and
length of the debate on the package.
The Opposition

The opposition was led by Madison fire-
figher, Ron Greer. Greer who is also the
Pastor of Trinity Evangelic Church in Madi-
son has been recommended for suspension
by Madison Fire Chief, Debra Amesqua.
Amesqua recommended the suspension for
insubordination and because Greer allegedly
Please See Hotel Page 8

Race in Dane County

to Become First-Ever Gay County Executive

Madison— Openly Gay candidate for
Dane County Executive, former Dane
County Board Chairman, Dick Wagner, is
locked in the political fight of his life in his
bid to become America’s first-ever openly
Gay County Executive.

A Long Record of Service

Wagner who served on the Dane County
Board from 1980 to 1994 was the first
openly Gay office holder in Wisconsin and
one of the first in the country. His tenure on
the County Board was marked by his leader-
ship on a wide variety of issues including
urban planning, the environment, the arts
and transportation.

In addition to his work for the general
community, Wagner has been instrumental
in the founding and operation of several or-
ganizations that are considered vital to
Madison’s Gay and Lesbian community.

Included on that list are the New Harvest
Foundation, the Madison AIDS Support
Network and the Rodney Scheel House.

Now after years of serving the community,
Wagner’s campaign has issued a call for
help to Dane County’s Gay and Lesbian
community. With over half of the vote un-
decided, polls have shown him locked in a
tight battle for a spot on the general election
ballot. The general election will be held in
April, the primary will be held on Tuesday.
February 18.

With a low turnout in the primary, Madi-
son area Gays and Lesbians can swing the
election to Wagner by voting on the 18
and by volunteering to help.

A Tight Race

Most observers say that only three of the
six candidates for the County Executive’s
job have a chance to win, Wagner, Former
County Board Chairman Michael Blaska

| Dick Wagner
21;? Assistant Attoney General Kathleen
k.

Blaska is the best known conservative
candidate, Wagner and Falk are fighting it
out for the liberal vote.

A Study In Contrasts

Some say that the Wagner and Falk cam-
paigns seem Lo be studies in contrast. Wag-
ner has raised over $60,000 with 95% of
these funds coming from individual contri-
butions within Dane County. Falk has
raised money from environmental activists
and substantial sums from Political Action
Committees many of them outside of Dane
County.

Wagner's campaign team charges that
Milwaukee Mayor John Norquist and his
wife Susan Mudd have solicited and gar-
nered Milwaukee contributions for Falk. A
spokesperson for Mayor Norquist told The
Wisconsin Light that the Mayor and his
wife have been personal friends of Falk for
years, “She asked for the Mayor’s help and
he decided to give it.”

Please See Wagner Page 27




SCONSIN LIGHT—2

January 30, 1997—February 12, 1997—WI

L Sl (= T

The Nation-

AR ]

Lesbian Mother Dies After Custody Case

Tallahassee, FL-AP- A Lesbian who lost custody of her 12-year-old daughter to her ex-
husband, even though he had murdered his first wife, has died of a heart attack,

Mary Ward, who was in her 40s, died Tuesday night, January 21", lawyer Charlene Car-
res said Wednesday.

Twelve-year-old Cassey Ward had lived with her mother until August 1995 when Circuit
Judge Joseph Tarbuck of Pensacola revoked custody, saying he wanted to give Cassey a
chance to live in ""a non-Lesbian world."

Cassey went to live with her father, John Ward, and his third wife in Milton,

Ward pleaded guilty to second-degree murder for shooting his first wife in the parking lot
of a Pensacola restaurant in 1974, reportedly afler they argued over custody of their chil-
dren. He served eight years in Prison.

Ms. Ward appealed Tarbuck’s ruling, arguing the judge changed custody just because she
was a Lesbian. Five months ago, the Flérida 1st District Court of Appeal disagreed, saying
ma{ﬁ wa;.-1 evidence Cassey was being harmed by conduct she was exposed to in her
mother's home.

Christian Coalition Helps Young Gays

Laconia, NH-AP- Young Gays and Lesbians in the state are now more apt to remain in
their home state instead of moving to urban areas that have larger Gay and Lesbian com-
munities.

This observation was one of many made as a group of young people shared their thoughts
and experiences coming to grips with their own sexual orientation or having loved ones
who are Gay or Lesbian. - i

In his address "'New Hampshire Teens _ Making Sense of Their Lives,” Knox Tumner, a
youth coordinator/consultant who sits on the Concord Outright's board of directors, said the
teens of the 1990s have a better chance to know the sense of rural community in New
Hampshire than the generations before them. 3 ;

He said more Gay New Hampshire teens are staying home instead of feeling forced to re-
settle to such cities as San Francisco, Chicago, Boston and New York City. While Gay and
Lesbian people who lived in New Hampshire in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s lived in fear
because of intolerance, things are changing for the better, he said. And the Gay teens of the
1990s are the ones who are making things change.

Through outright groups in Concord, Portsmouth, Nashua and now Hanover and
Chocorua, Turner said, Gay teens are able to talk to other teens and have fun. They no
longer feel isolated, alone or suicidal because they adopt the false belief that God does not
love them.

_ The Internet is also providing Gay teens with a way t0 talk to Gay teens in other states
who are experiencing the same challenges and issues they are, he said.

Turner said the Christian Coalition, a conservative political action group that is opposed
to many aspects associated with Gay liberation, is actually helping Gay teens to form their
own sense of community. E L'

By thrusting the societal war upon their shoulders at home, Tumer said the Christian
Coalition has made the Gay teens stronger and more firm in their resolve to stay home in
New Hampshire.

Virginia Considers Domestic Partners Bill N.C. Court Rules in Favor of Gay Father

Richmond, VA-AP- A state senator has filed bills to outlaw hate crimes and discrimina- Durham, N.C., - Issuing an opinion that says a parent's sexual orientation should be
tion in jobs and housing against Lesbians and Gays in Virginia, a state where sodomy is a irrelevant in custody disputes throughout the state, the North Carolina Court of Appeal
crime and same-sex marriages are not recognized. Tuesday reversed a lower court which had taken two children from their father’s custody

One of the three bills introduced by Sen. Patricia S. Ticer also would allow companies to because he is Gay.
provide health insurance that could be extended to cover same-sex partners. Beatrice Dohmn, legal director of Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, and Sharon

"'l personally view this whole subject as a civil rights matter," said Ticer, (D-Alexandria). Thompson of N.C. Gay and Lesbian Attorneys QAC GALA) brought the appeal behalf of Fred

Companies incorporated in Virginia cannot offer health insurance benefits to domestic Smith, a North Carolina father who had raised his two sons all their lives until losing custody
partners, Ticer said. Present law deals only with spouses and dependents. in 1995. ; . = ) ]

Her bill would not require employers to provide insurance covering employees' same-sex _ Thompson said, "The two children in this case were uprooted from their father’s home where
partners, but gives them that option. they were thriving in North Carolina, to live with their mother in Kansas, just because our

Four states already offer health benefits to domestic partners, said David Smith, a client’s ex-wife discovered he is Gay.” Thompson continued, "We are pleased the appeals court
spokesman for the Human Rights Campaign. **Domestic partnership comes down to offer- today clarified to judges throughout.the state that decisions to modify custody must be based
ing people equal pay for equal work," Smith said. Those benefits are worth money, and de- on concrete facts showing harm to children, not based on speculation that children are harmed
nying equal health coverage to Gay or Lesbian employees deprives them of equal compen- by a parent's sexual orientation or private sexual behavior." )
sation, he said. Dorhn said, "The law has always been that a change in custody is only warranted when

Ticer said she expects the bill to run into some resistance. **People will think about cost, children are being harmed in their present home. This ruling makes clear that having a Gay
about opening a Pandora’s box." parent does not harm children.

Sen. Stephen H. Martin, R-Chesterfield, said he would oppose giving domestic partners _ North Carolina is among the majority of states that say that the law must treat Gay and non-
similar rights to spouses. Gay parents equally. The children in this case were happy and well-adjusted, doing well in

"They are not in fact a married couple ... who have the ability to create and raise a family school and in their other activities under their father’s care. The appeals court found no reason

that would warrant those benefits,” he said. "' do not want 10 encourage an environment
that would consider those relationships in the same status as married partners.”

Court Rules Against Homophobic Picketing

Washington, DC-AP- A Topeka, Kansas, church whose members regularly engage in
anti-Gay picketing lost a Supreme Court appeal and must continue (o limit its demonstra-
tions outside another church's building,

The justices, without comment, let stand rulings that bar Westboro Baptist Church mem-
bers from picketing outside St. David's Episcopal Church in Topeka shortly before, during
or shortly after any religious service.

Since 1991, Westboro Baptist's Rev. Fred Phelps and his followers began what he calls a
ministry of public religious pickets with a central message of " God Hates Fags."

Phelps and other Westboro Baptist members targeted St. David's after its leadership criti-
cized the picketing ministry. *'Fag church” was one of the signs pickets toted while they
marched outside St. David's.

Man Says He Didn’t Kill Wife for Gay Lover

Somerville, NJ-AP- A jeweler whose gun fired a bullet that killed his wife during a
March ,1995 robbery testified he is engaged to be married and was not a Gay man who
wanted his spouse dead.

Margis Kennon, 33, of Kansas City, Kansas, is on trial in Superior Court for the death of
Brenda Wolf. Prosecutors claim Kennon was struggling with Jeffrey Wolf when the gun
fired; defense attorneys maintain Wolf intentionally shot his wife,

Wolf, 36, choked up in answering but said he became engaged three months ago to a
woman he met at a singles event lasl year. :
still is awaiting trial.

Pro-Life Gays Make Waves at March

Washington, DC-The Washington Blade reports that the Pro-Life Alliance of Gays and
Lesbians (PLAGAL) created a bit of a stir at the March for Life, held every January 22" 1o
commemorate the Supreme Court's 1973 “Roe v. Wade” decision upholding women’s right
to choose abortion. Many of the marchers and those in the crowd of on-lookers couldn’t
reconcile PLAGAL’s being Gay and their anti-abortion position.

The Blade reports that several people came up thanking the 15-person PLAGAL contin-
gent, while an equal number winced and moved away.

“Each march gets more encouraging,” said Michael Cerritelli, former president of PLA-
GAL. “We're gelting more handshakes and thumbs up signs than hostility. In fact, we find
more hostility in the Gay community.”

School District Pulls Plug on Gay TV

Dallas, TX-AP-The decision to yank a student-produced cable TV interview of a Gay
man in drag was denounced Thursday, January 23°, by protesters who disrupted a school
board meeting and accused administrators of stifling free speech,

But Dallas school Superintendent Yvonne Gonzalez defended the decision by one of her
assistants last month to pull the plug on the live **Getting Personal” cablecast three minutes
into a December 5 program,

The show featured a Lincoln High School student interviewing a man who wore a blond
wig and a black dress and discussed what it was like to be Gay.

"It isn't the Jenny Jones show," Superintendent Yvonne Gonzalez told students and oth-
Es who showed up at a regularly scheduled board meeting and demanded to be heard on

e issue.

“'It's a district-operated broadcast channel, so we have to be very cognizant of that. Par-
ents in this community hold me responsible for what happens to their children and [ take
that duty very seriously."

ACT-UP Attacks Award to Sen. Bob Smith

Washington, DC~ ACT UP has demanded that the animal rights group PETA, drop its
plans to give a 'Humanitarian of the Year Award' to Senator Bob Smith (R, NH) Senator
Smith, a staunch opponent of AIDS funding, is one of three US Senators who voted against
the Ryan White CARE Act earlier this year. The Ryan White Care Act provides. emergency
relief for the treatment and care of poor people with AIDS.

The AIDS advocacy group called PETA™s award to Smith the ultimate insult to people
with AIDS everywhere. ACT UP spokesperson Steve Michael, who is HIV positive, said
"Bob Smith is one of the most hateful men to ever walk the halls of the US Senate. Smith's
record on AIDS makes him the Jesse Helms of the North."

This is ACT UP’s second confrontation with PETA is less than a year. Earlier this year,
ACT UP confronted animal rights groups over the use of laboratory animals for medical re-
search. Animal rights extremist supported by PETA have broken into, burned and destroyed
AlIDS research facilities.

AC{T UP LA reportedly is planning to present some creative activities at the Peta/Smith
event,

to take them away from their father just because he is Gay.

Are Gay-Bashers Gay?

New York, NY- In the February issue of Esquire, Michael Segell’s article,
“Homophobia Doesn’t Lie,” looks into the meaning of a recent study that found homopho-
bic men are more likely to be aroused by Gay male erotica than non-homophobic men. Dis-
cussing the Universily of Georgia study from last year, he notes that “80% of the partici-
pants characterized as homophobic showed moderate to definite tumescence with viewing
the Gay male video, compared with only a third of the non-homophobic men.

Henry Adams, the leader of the study, says that this confirms what many Gay men have
suspected anecdotally for years: men who are most upset by Gay men are quite often re-
pressed Gay men themselves.

The Gospel According to E.J.

Phoenix, AZ-~ In the January 9" Arizona Republic, E.J. Monrtini wrote a column “So
Sayeth the Bible,” in which the author challenges the way the Far Right in general and Rep.
Karen Johnson (R-Mesa), in particular use the bible to bash Gays.

Johnson is trying to get a bill passed declaring Gay sex a Class 6 felony.

“1 differ with Johnson,” Montini writes, “not because she’s a zealot who goes too far, but
because she’s a zealot who doesn’t go far enough.”

For example, “If Johnson truly believes what she says, she’ll also push for a law pre-
scribing the death penalty, as the Bible does, for anyone who works on the Sabbath.”

Finally, Montini notes that, as a woman, Johnson is herself at odds with her guiding text.
According to Timothy, 2:11-12, “Let a woman leamn in silence with all submissiveness,”
and not “teach or have authority over men; she is to keep silent.”

Legalize Pot in Bay State?

Boston, MA-AP-Massachusetts residents suffering from glaucoma, asthma or chemo-
therapy's side effects could legally possess marijuana for medicinal purposes, under a state
proposal unveiled Tuesday, January 21.

The Department of Public Health proposal would not let doctors prescribe pot for patients,
but would certify they had exhausted other methods of relief. A certificate would be defense
against marijuana possession charges.

Similar laws passed in November in Arizona and California, and at least 35 other states
have laws providing greater tolerance for the medical use of marijuana, but many are little-
known and little-used.

Dismissal of charges would remain at the judge's discretion, but Judith Lindahl of the
Massachusetts Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers said marijuana-possession
charges routinely are dismissed by district courts. iy

Public health commissioner David Mulligan said only those people with certificates could
claim the "'compassionate use" of marijuana as a defense.

Other experts say there is no medical use for marijuana, which was outlawed in 1937.

Possession of marijuana remains a federal crime. Last week, Attoney General Janet Reno
said federal officials will review ""on a case by case basis" evidence of doctors prescribing
drugs illegally, .

LesBiGay Leaders Meet With Vice President Gore

Washington, DC-Vice President Gore pledged continued support for the Gay community
in the second Clinton administration after meeting in the White House with a group of Les-
BiGay leaders.

“Vice President Gore was very open to our requests and positive about continuing the
dialogue we began four years ago,” said Elizabeth Birch, executive director of the Human
Rights Campaign.

Medicaid, needle exchange programs, expected attacks on LesBiGay families by anti-Gay
legislators were the main topics of discussion. Gore was told that 90% of children and 50%
of adults with AIDS depend on Medicaid for life-prolonging treatment.

Gore was reminded that without Medicaid funding, the new generation of promising
AIDS drugs are out of reach for most people. The group also urged Gore to support needle
exchange programs as a way to prevent HIV infection.

No Condoms in Prisons Say Church Leaders

Nassau, Bahamas-AP- The Bahamas Christian Council has come out against a proposal
to give prison inmates condoms to control the spread of the AIDS virus. .

The council, comprised of leaders of all Christian denominations in Nassau, has a list of
alternatives for the government Lo consider.

The council recommended that Her Majesty's Prison hire more social workers and appoint
an assistant chaplain to give prisoners spiritual guidance. The prison only has one chaplain.

Church leaders also advocate hiring more prison guards to protect inmates from " abuses
by aggressive sexual inmates."
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“You don't have to see God |
as straight,white and a man:

“I hadn’t been going to church for five years, because I couldn’t believe in anything. I wanted something I could relate to as
a woman. A Lesbian woman.”
“It was the same for both of us. Walking into @ Unitarian Universalist service and feeling immediately at home. We felt
welcome. We didn’t have to be different people we could be ourselves.”
“We could be together...a couple. And no one was going to kick us out.”
“It goes way, way beyond tolerance. Unitarian Universalists encourage diversity. And acceptance.
I mean, not everyone is Ozzie and Harriet, you know?”

”

First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee

A Unitarian Universalist Congregation
1342 N. Astor Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

9:15 & 11:15 AM Sunday Services

February 16, 1997

Why I Perform Gay Marriages
The Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Kennedy, Minister

10:15 AM Forum

“Why Gay and Lesbian Couples Should Be
Be Extended The Rights and Responsibilities
Of Marriage” T

Special Guest Speaker
Openly Lesbian State Representative

Tammy Baldwin
Democrat 78" Assembly District

For More Information Please Call (414) 273-5257
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Editorial
Let There Be Unity

Over 15 years ago, AIDS first raised its hideous head upon the scene. First it ravaged the
Gay community in America, then it spread its ugly tentacles out to engulf others. When the
federal government did nothing; when President Reagan couldn’t even say the name of the
disease, countless caring people rushed in to help. Nowhere was that more true than in
Milwaukee and has been true ever since.

The Milwaukee AIDS Project and its parent, the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
(ARCW) has done valiant work over the years, meeting the steadily increasing needs of
people as the disease grew and spread.

Under Doug Nelson's leadership, badly needed government funding was procured. The
lobbying efforts necessary were difficult, but had good results. When San Francisco and
New York City said, in effect, that their people with HIV/AIDS needed more money than
those in Wisconsin, il was Nelson and ARCW who said, “No way!” and got the fair reat-
ment to which Wisconsin had a right,

Over the years, MAP inaugurated legal services for its clients. MAP gained housing for
People Living with AIDS. MAP fought the battle (and continues to fight) for needle ex-
change. MAP inaugurated the Dental Clinic for those with HIV/AIDS, These are only a few
of the services MAP gives. No one is ever turned away, not because of sexual orientation,
age, gender, color of skin, not for any reason. You ueed ‘em, they're there.

Ironically, some people think MAP’s rich, but the opposite is true. One needs only to take
a look at their published annual budget to know that they operate on a shoestring.

In addition, Milwaukee was, and is, well-served by the BestD Clinic. BestD's counseling
services are second 0 none. It is BestD’s volunteers who go to bars, clubs and stores, of-
fering free, anonymous HIV testing to everyone. If that weren’t enough, BestD does every-
thing that it can lo get people to come in to find out the results—and helps them with com-
passionate advice. .

It was BestD who took the courageous step of putting out erotic material that encouraged
the use of condoms. We editorialized in strong support of that at the time.

As does BestD, St. Camillus AIDS Ministries offers caring counseling to people with
HIV/AIDS. As BestD) and MAP do, St. Camillus offers spiritual support and guidance. It
ofTers health care and housing and a great deal else.

This cily and southeastern Wisconsin are very, very well-served by these agencies. The
literally thousands of volunteers who work in them are truly saints of human kind. They de-
serve every possible thanks.

Wisconsin Light praises these organizations and the people who work in them. We
praise them without stint, We urge unity and we urge peace in the honest exchange of dif-
ferences and views. :

The AIDS pandemic rages on. We must all bend our backs to continuing the lask of car-
ing and helping as we have been charged to do.

Someday, it i1s our fervent hope thal Wisconsin Light will carry one word on its front
page: CURE!! When that happens, the people at MAP, BestD and St. Camillus will hear
the well-deserved words, *Well done, good and faithful servants.”

Until that time, let there be unity and peace, :

Dick Wagner for Dane County Exec

Wisconsin Light fully and whole heartedly endorses Dick Wagner for Dane County Ex-
ecutive in the February 18" primary race. This is not a case of asking for support for some-
one simply because he is Gay. It is a case of asking for the support of a highly qualified Gay
man.

As the article elsewhere in this issue points out, Wagner comes to the race with all of his
credentials intact. His experience is long, his support of and fight for progressive issues is a
long-standing fact. Dick Wagner, in our opinion, is without doubt, the candidate to whom
our LesBiGayTrans community should give its support.

In these Tew weeks before the primary on February 18, help the Wagner campaign in
whatever way you can.

Most importantly, on February 18, VOTE for Dick Wagner, Urge all of your friends to do

the same.
Miller Grant

Wisconsin Light would like to thank Miller Brewing Company for its generous contri-
bution to the Cream City Foundation. We would also like to thank Tom Reed who, we un-
derstand, made possible the grant. Miller Brewing Company has steadily, through the
years, been.a faithful friend to the entire Milwaukee community. It has included the LesBi-
Gay'Trans communily in that friendship. We thank them for that. We appreciate that deeply.

The Cream City Foundation has, over the years, granted tens of thousands of dollars to
help make possible such things as PrideFest, not to mention the tremendous help it has
given Lo organizations and individuals,

By its philanthropic donations and actions, the Cream City Foundation has contributed
mightily to the unity and strength of our community. It is through this unity from which
comes our strength, and from our strength, will come our liberation.

We thank Miller Brewery, and the Foundation which join and assist all those people and

organizations who help the community achieve freedom.

Editor’s Note

Heaven’s Gold

By Terry Boughner
There’s a story that is told in Arab lands.
According to the tale (apocryphal per-
haps), there was a poet in old Granada
wide-famed for the exquisite beauty of his
arl. It was said that he could take the lyrical
Arab language and make it sing.
(You should know that in the Arab culture
there is a deep appreciation of poetry. Arab
warriors would often recite poetry o one

another while riding back from battle or the'

hunt.)

In any case, it seems that this particular
poet fell in love with a black haired, doe-
eyed youth of lithesome form and lips like
the petals of a red rose, moist with morning
dew. The love was deeply and amply re-
turned.

It was high love, the kind of love that
makes ones chest feel as if it is shot through
with bumning arrows; the kind of love whose
sublime beauty makes the wild gods weep
in envy at seeing it. This, the legend says,
was love of the kind earth so rarely sees be-
cause Heaven, like a miser, seems to dole it
out with a parsimonious hand.

The poet and the beautiful young man
were rapturously happy together. Merely
looking at each other was a form of the act
of love,

The youth was Beatrice to the poet's
Dante, inspiring him to write, the story
goes, as he had never written before. Lines

of verse flowed lavishly from his pen, rich
verse whose words reminded one of a rose
window full of dawn’s first light.

According to the ancient Greeks, the gods
become jealous at too much human happi-
ness and will send afflictions to remind hu-
mans of their place. Such was the poet’s and
his lover’s fate.

One day the young man sickened. The fin-
est doctors were summoned. They could do
nothing. The poet was in a frenzy as the dis-
ease grew worse. One winter's day, the
young man died.

The poet was beside himself with grief, a
terrible grief, a heart-wrenching sorrow that
was horrible to be seen. He could not eat, he
could not sleep, but could only hold his
lover's cold form close to him as if by ‘that
means he could give him life.

So many times the poet contemplated sui-
cide. By that means, he thought to rejoin his
lover and live together forevermore.

Finally, however, he decided against it,
Where he to kill himself, friends told him,
he would be depriving the world of the mar-
velous talent Heaven had given him. This
would be a sin against almighty God.

The poet reconsidered. He would live on,
as painful as he knew that was going to be.
He would write, inspired by the memories of
what once had been. One thing, however,
he could not do. He refused to allow Lhe
earth to consume the body that had once

held the spirit of his golden love.

Instead, the poet had his lover’s body con-
signed to the flames. Afterwards, he took
the ashes, mixed them with the finest clay
and fashioned for himself a cup. It was from
this cup that he drank while he wrote, sip-
ping sweet liquid and remembering his lost
love's lips.

I first heard this story one evening while I
was visiting Saudi Arabia many years ago. |
was struck by the tragic beauty of it and
later, was overjoyed to find it in the preface
to a book. To me it has always expressed the
longing of all people—Lesbians, Bisexuals,
Transgenders and Gay men in particular—
for that most ineffable of feelings, love, the
I({‘_;mﬁg that an Arab poet called “Heaven’s

0 ‘t‘

Which brings me around to Valentine's
Day.

It is a warm holiday, shy in the wake of
THE holidays, but glowing softly with love
and romance. It is a time for crimson and
gold, when couples, long-standing and
those in the first blush of love, look fondly
into each other’s eyes. They think life is a
box of bon-bons and they’'ve chosen the
mosl special one.

To me, this is what being born Gay is all
about—Tlove, that single most powerful force
in all the world, There is nothing worth
having beside it—nothing of any value,
anyway, nothing that I would want. Com-
pared to love, all else is sham.

The ignorant and the bigoted define Gay
people by sex. That’s silly. What really de-
fines us s love itsel.

This is what the volunteers at MAP and
the Brady Street Clinic know—and put into
practice every day of the week. And that’s
what I wish to you all this Valentine’s Day:
love, a cup full to overflowing of Heaven's

Gold.
Letters

Deadlines
February 13" Issue

Articles Friday, February 7%
Ads - February 10"

5:00 p.m.

February 27" Issue

Articles—February 21"
Ads—February 24"

S5:00 p.m.

Caution
The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
tation.

Let There be Bibles

TO THE EDITOR:

Al Geiersbach in a recent letier o Light, objected
to Robert Bruan's request to distribute the Bible at
PrideFest. Geiersbach's argument was based on the
premise that the Bible has been used to support slav-
ery and the denigration of African-Americans (and to
condemn homosexuality). Although the Bible is the
book of Pat Robertson, it was also the book of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.! Neither Blacks nor Gays
have anything to fear from the message of the Bible; it
should not be repressed at PrideFest.

My recommendation 1o the PrideFest Coungl is to
permit Braun “his day” on “our turf"—with either of
two caveats: 1. Distribute with no supporting homo-
phobic literature or, preferably, 2. Distribute it with a
one page Braun statement accompanied by a one page
statement supporting “our” position.

Our statement would be drawn on the work of such
scholars as the late John Boswell, former Chainnan of
the Yale History Department: Peter Gomes, the
preacher to Harvard University; James B. Nelson, a
Professor of Christian Ethics at Umited Theological
Seminary, Twin Cities; and Virginia Ramey Mol-
lenkott, a Professor of English at the William Paterson
Caollege of New Jersey. .

I am sure that MCC’s Lew Broyles (and/or I) could
draft such a one page document. We are not afraid of
the truth.

The Bible, through 20" Century exegeses, is NOT
homophobic (or anti-African-American). Jesus is
quoted (Jobn 8:32) as saying that it is only through
knowing the truth that we can be set free.

Bob Moore
Milwaukee

Fappy Valentinee Day

Give the People Light and they
will find their own way.
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News from the L/G/B/T Community Center
Project; Next Town Hall on February 15

By Jim Schleif and Karen Gotzler

Milwaukee—The Community Center
Steering Committee has moved into its
“interim phase” with the continued diversifi-
cation of its structure and volunteers. R.
Rodgers and Leonel Marchan have joined the
center’s efforts in co-chair roles with Karen
Gotzler and Jim Schleif.

The community is encouraged to attend the
next Town Hall meeting on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 3:00 p.m. at UWM’s Union
Rm. E240 to learn more about the planning
and unveiling of the feasibility results.
Please plan ample time for parking.

Four new committees, bylaws, diver-
sity/youth, search and strategic planning
have been formed which will take the center
into it’s final organizing and structural stage.

The Bylaws Committee, being organized
by Denise Wise and Neil Albrecht, will be
drafting bylaws for the final board of direc-
tors. The bylaws will be approved by the
community at a town hall meeting this
spring.

The Diversity/Youth Committee, co-
chaired by Naomi Guzman and Edward Carr,
will begin early planning stages of pro-
gramming for the center and continue to pro-
vide leadership around the issues of diversity
and youth, The diversity committee is cur-
rently planning an outreach evening in the
next two weeks 10 continue to gather surveys
from people of color.

The Strategic Planning Committee, co-
chaired by Bill Dempsey and Debbie Weills
will be responsible for writing the final busi-
ness plan, synthesizing the information gath-
ered by all committees and release the final
report to the community in approximately
sixty days. The building search will begin

HRL Seeks
Nominations for

Annual Awards

Milwaukee—The Human Rights League
for Lesbians and Gays (HRL) is seeking
nominations for the annual Cream City
Brick Awards. Nominations are due by Feb-
ruary 15, 1997. Presentations will be made
at HRL’s annual meeting during the lasl
week in February.

Originally created by the Cream City
Business Association (CCBA), in the early
1980’s, these awards have been given al-
il{"lﬁs[l every year, first by CCBA and then by

For work in 1996, there are eight catego-
ries:

e Torch Bearer Award—given to a
non-Gay or Lesbian identified person
or group that has advanced under-
standing and acceptance of the LBGT
community;

e Pace Setter Award—given to a Les-
bian, Bisexual or Gay person(s) who
have promoted our community in a
positive fashion;

e  Group Spirit Award—given to a Les-
bian, Bisexual or Gay group or or-
ganization whose efforts establish or
promote our community in a positive
fashion;

e Spotlight Award—given to a media
person(s), department or station or
paper whose coverage best promotes
understanding and/or acceptance of
our community;

e Groundwork Award—given to a
business which has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the GLBT com-
munity;

e President’s Award—given to a per-
son(s) whose service to our commu-
nity has been above and beyond the
call of duty;

e Bridge Award—given to a person(s)
who has acted as a “bridge” between
the LGBT community and the
broader community by initiating pro-
grams or projects through his or her
professional life that address LBGT
needs and issues;

e Ambassador Award—given to a
LBGT person(s) who has made an
outstanding, significant and long-
term contribution in the area of hu-
man rights, demonstrating the high-
est principles of HRL and represent-
ing our responsibility to participate as
active citizens in a diverse world.

Nominations should include a description
of the reasons for your nomination of the
person, group or business and identify
which award you wish to nominate them
for. Nominations should include the
name(s) and telephone number(s) of the
person making the nomination.

Nominations should be mailed to: Human
Rights League, PO Box 92674, Milwaukee,
WI 53202. For more information, call Karen
at (414) 264-4354.

atter the final document is released.

The Feasibility Committee, co-chaired by
Mark Street and Nancy Snow, launched its
final data collection effort on November 17
with a targeted survey mailing to more than
200 organizations and businesses.

The comprehensive survey, developed by
Gwen Kibbe, Nancy Doughty and their sub-
committees, will gather critical data for po-
tential users, renters and supporters of the
LGBT Community Center.

To date, sixty of the surveys have been re-
turned. The surveys have already identified
six possible renters. Volunteers will continue
phone follow-up through January.

The organizations and business survey ef-
forts are to augment the data collected from
1,600 individuals (chaired by Henrik Chris-

‘lensen).

Ralph Serpe, executive director of the Billy
De Frank Center for Lesbians and Gays in
San Jose, California visited Milwaukee this
past November and called Milwaukee’s fea-
sibility committee’s efforts “the most com-
prehensive in the country.” No other effort in
the country has secured as much input as
Milwaukee in order to launch the opening of
a community center,” said Serpe.

The results of the feasibility survey will be
unveiled at this upcoming Town Hall meet-
ing and will be published in early spring. All
feasibility efforts are volunteer,

The Finance Committee, co-chaired by
Larry Stocks and Gwen Kibbe, reports
healthy fiscal standings and a positive cash
flow.

“The Center is under budget thanks to the
generosity of many in-kind donors,” said
Stocks. Special thanks to the Cream City
Foundation (our fiscal agents) and our sis-
ters at LAMM for therr generous recent
contribution of $248, proceeds from their re-
cent Creating Change Gay'la at the Hilton.

The Fund Raising Committee, co-chaired
by Julie Ellsworth and Patrick Flaherty, is in
the process of creating a two-year integrated
plan that incorporates a membership drive,
public dollars, contributions from private lo-
cal, regional and national foundations, corpo-
rations, special events, and major gifts.

It appears thal membership will be a major
focus of sustaining operating dollars, espe-
cially as the center gets off the ground. In
addition to membership, fund raising efforts
and rental income will be crucial to the sur-
vival of the center.

The committee is currently investigating
membership structures and fund raising pro-
grams of other local and national community
centers. A founding members program in-
tends to be launched this Spring.

It is important Lo siress thai the current
L/G/B/T Community Center project is a
community-based volunteer effort to estab-
lish a community center. There are currently
no fund raising or building fund efforts. The
Community Center does plan to fund raise in
1997 to sustain the operations and eventual
programming once the center opens.

The Steering Committee and Fund Raising
Commiltee feel it is critical and responsible
to develop a fund raising plan with targeted
goals before we approach the community for
support.

The Public Relations Committee, co-
chaired by Wendy Radish and Mike Phillips,
is currently gathering names from the “Name
the Center Contest” (launched this past De-
cember). The top ten names will be returned
to the community for final votes at the next
town hall meeting. Watch for ads, posters
and volunteer outreach evenings for your
chance to vote. Voting closes April 13.

The Volunteer Committee, co-chaired by
Esther Altergott and Naomi Guzman, will
hold a gathering on Saturday, February 1,
1997 for all volunteers (there are fifty!) who
are currently working on the project. Volun-
teers are currently needed to serve on the
public relations and volunteer committee,

The L/G/B/T project is gathering major
momentum as we enter the final stages. This
1S an exciting time to get involved! Please
call us at (414) 483-4710 to join our efforts.
Please come to the next town hall meeting,
Saturday, February 15 at UWM Rm. E-240
at 3:00 p.m. to learn more about our commu-
nity and future center.

Buy Your Next Vehicle from
Us & We Will Donate $250 to

the Milwaukee AIDS Project

* Rent-to-Purchase Program

* Trade-ins Welcome

* Financing Welcome

* Service Warranties Available

U-SA"E (414) 282-9223L

4739 8. 27th St.
AUTO RENTAL" Greenfield, WI 53221
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Dignity Milwaukee
Celebrates Twenty-

Two Years of Service

Milwaukee—Dignity/Milwaukee  cele-
brates twenty-two years of service to the
GLBT community on Sunday, February 9,
1997. Dignity will host a mass of celebra-
tion at St. Pius X (2506 N. 76" St), to be
followed by a social featuring a buffet at the
church.

Dignity/Milwaukee is one of 85 chapters
that make up Dignity/USA. According to
chairperson Kevin Quader, “Dignity’s mis-
sion 1s to foster better relations between the
GLBT Roman Catholics and the Roman
Catholic Church. To do this, we work to-
ward showing the Church that homophobia
within the Church tamishes her record of
social justice. We strive to help individuals
and the Church to see and understand the
gifts that GLBT people bring to the Church
m our Gayness.”

This year’s theme is: We Are Called; We
Are Chosen In Our Diversity; We Are Sent
Forth To Minister.

Quader continued, “We counter homo-
phobia in the Church, in society, and within

ourselves by seeing the face of Jesus in the -

face of each person. We are commissioned
to spread this Gospel entrusted to us. Lo-
cally, we have never had a large member-
ship, however, over the years, we have
served thousands in integrating their sexu-
ality with their spirituality. We are proud of
the many members that serve the GLBT and
Catholic communities.”

For seventeen years, Dignity has wor-
shipped at St, Pius X every Sunday at 6:00
p.m. All are invited to the anniversary. For
more information, call Joe at (414) 873-
9591.

L/G/B/T Community
Center Town Hall to
Release Feasibility
Results

Milwaukee—One of the moments we’ve all
been waiting for is the culmination and an-
nouncement of the nine month individual
feasibility survey results (organization anc
business results forth-coming).

Please join the Milwaukee LGBT Commu-
nity Center Steering Committee for this ex-
citing town hall meeting scheduled for Feb-
ruary 15, 3:00 p.m. at UWM’s Union Rm,
E-240. The meeting is being co-hosted by
the LGBT Community at UWM who remind
us to allow ample time for parking.

The results have identified the Center's
future neighborhood, essential services, user
demographics and in general, interesting in-
formation about our community and friends.

In addition, the public relations committee
will be returning the top ten names from the
“Name the Center” contest held in December
to the community for votes.

After the town hall “launch”, the top ten
names will be posted in Gay-owned and
Gay-friendly businesses along with ballots to
allow the entire community to vote on the fi-
nal name. Deadline for all votes to be re-
tumed is April 13, 1997,

The Center’s 1997 six month projected
budget will also be ratified at the town hall.

For more information, please write the
LGBT Community Center; P.O. Box 92722;
Milwaukee, WI; 53202 or call the hotline at
(414) 483-4710.

L/G/B/T Community
Center Project To
Launch Final Name
Contest

Milwaukee—What’s in a name? We want
you 1o tell us! The community center’s de-
velopment plans are progressing rapidly and
now we are ready to pul a name to it all. To
select the final name, the public relations
commiltee will be returning to the commu-
nity the top ten names submitted to the
“Name the Center Contest” this past De-
cember,

This is your chance to vote on the name
you want on your center. Look for posters
and ballots at Gay-owned and Gay-friendly
busiesses. Let your voice be heard.

Please mail your votes to: LGBT Commu-
nity Center; P.O. Box 92722; Milwaukee,
WI; 53202 or call the hotline with your vote
at (414) 483-4710. One vote per person.
Your entry is needed by April 13, 1997
(extended deadline).

HOMEOPATHICS

We have thousands of individual
& combination homeopathic rem-
edies & all the resources you
need to pick the right remedy
for you.

We have over 200 individual
herbs by the ounce, in tinctures,
tablets & capsules. We also
have an extensive selection of
the finest herbal combinations.

SUPPLEMENTS

We stock high quality vifamins,
minerals, green foods, antioxi-
dants & generic supplements.

We have been Madison's source
for homeopathics, herbs &
supplements for over 10 years.
We have an extensive health
library, and a customer-access
computer program covering
herbs, supplements & more. Our
staffisknowledgeable, &if we
don't have what you're looking
for we'll do our best to get it!

COMMUNITY
PHARMACY

341 State Street
(at Gorham) MADISON
call for a catalog (608) 251-3242,
tty (608) 251-5339,
preseriptions (608) 251-4454

Tum your LIFE INSURANCE into CASH NOW

Your NEEDS must be met...........

p—— (A NOW

Your DREAMS must be fuffilled..............

HIV-Challenged

Call for FREE Brochure and Video
800-650333 |

\\\ii( )/

CAR NOW

| CASH NOW
e CASH NOW
ot
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Richard Strong Lives Up to His Name When
it Comes to Waging War Agamst AIDS

By Lynn Heimbruch
Milwaukee--Silent is not an adjective used

to describe Richard Strong, systems and |

pm]cr.ts consultant in Compliance and Sales
Practices at Northwestern Mutual Life
(NML). His dedicated efforts on behalf of the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, Inc.
(ARCW) are well known within the commu-
nity, ARCW and NML.

Strong was nominated for the NML Em-

ployee Community Service Award by Me-
ridee Maynard, vide president of Annuities
and Accumulation Product Marketing. This
is the first year NML is handing out these
prestigious awards to 12 employees as well
as contributing $65,000 to non-profit organi-
zations in the names of the award winners.

"In addition to raising a lot of money,
Richard’s involvement with AIDS Walk
Wisconsin has increased awareness of HIV
and AIDS issues along with educating NML
employees,” said Maynard.

"I first became involved with AIDS Walk
Wisconsin five years ago when it was one of
the Mutual Friends volunteer projects,” said
Strong. "At the time, 1 was a typical Genera-
tion Xer, drifting for a cause to support that
meant something to me. | had lost several
friends to AIDS, so getting involved with the
Walk made sense for me."

For the 1996 Walk, Strong served as co-
chairman of outreach, recruiting as well as
organizing and facilitaling meetings to in-
crease awareness of the event. During the
four months preceding the Walk, he volun-
teered about 30 hours per week. He also co-
ordinated NML's "Team for Life," comprised
of 102 walkers and 55 volunteers.

His efforts paid off. On September 22,
1996, 12,600 walkers raised $1,005,042 for
agencies that provide AIDS-related educa-
tion, research and patient services in Wis-

Richard Strong

consin. NML's "Team for Life" raised over
$16,000 and won first place team honors.

"Richard has become a community am-
bassador of AIDS Walk Wisconsin," said
Doug Nelson, executive director of ARCW.
"He has initiated many events to increase
NML’s team participation but has also been
able to increase awareness of AIDS and HIV
issues."

"The progress that is being made to cure
this epidemic motivates me and keeps me in-
volved," Strong said. "In 10 years, I hope
we're done with our mission."

ARCW is the Midwest's largest private,
non-profit AIDS service agency dedicated 1o
the fight against the worsening AIDS epi-
demic through prevention, care, research
and advocacy.

The author is Special Events/Public Rela-
tions at NML

From Hawaii to Camp Sister Spirit, the
Debate on Same-Sex Marriage Goes On

Honolulu— Same-sex marriage has been
stamped a rush item in the state House after
three years of long debates.

This time, !hc House Judiciary commiitee
on January 22™ has overwhelmingly ap-
proved a proposal for a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage in
the first week of the legislative session.

Rep. Ed Case was the only opposing vote
after a 3 1/2-hour public hearing involving
about 100 testifiers.

Members also voted unanimously to ap-
prove a bill giving certain benefits currently
reserved for marmied couples to people who
can't legally marry. But committee members
had reservations regarding benefits that
weren't included in the bill.

The constitutional amendment proposal
defines marriage as between one man and
one woman. It will require voter approval.

""The citizens of this state are the ultimate
constitutional authority that the Constitution
is an expression of their will, and not the
will of any branch of government," Judiciary
Chairman Terrance Tom.

The second proposal for a “'reciprocal
beneficiaries” law would give people who
cannol marry certain benefits--the right to
visit and make health decisions for their
partner, the right to hold property as joint
tenants, the right to sue for wrongful death
and rights of inheritance.

Rep. Cynthia Thielen said she thoughi
health benefits should have been included,
but Tom said the financial impact of health
benefits were still oo obscure.

The Rev. Marc Alexander, executive di-
rector of the Hawaii Catholic Conference,
said his group which represents 230,000
Catholics 1s open to the idea of giving cer-
tain benefits to unmarried couples. But he
criticized possibilities of giving any more
benefits to unmarried coupies.

“"The language and effect of this bill is to
establish a category which is parallel to
mz_;g’l.al status in all but name," Alexander
said.

Same-sex marriage advocates said, as
they've said in previous hearings, that plans
for a constitutional amendment could take
away one of their civil rights.

I would have hoped that this Legislature
would not be the first in the history of this
state to take the unprecedented’step to make
individual rights subject to popular refer-
enda," said Dan Foley, the attorney for the
three same-sex couples suing the state for
denying them marriage licenses.

If the constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage is eventually approved

by the Legislature, the public would vote on

itin 1998.

Tom is trying to resolve the same-sex mar-
riage issue early this session. He scheduled
a hearing on the emotionally charged issue
just one week after the session began.

But the issue could still be held up.

Foley said the issue will become most
pertinent when the Senate and the House
compromise on the issue later in the session.

The Senate has made no announcements
that it will be rushing the same-sex mar-
riage issue, but has introduced similar bills,

Circuit Judge Kevin Chang ruled follow-
ing a September trial that the state failed to
show a compelling public reason to keep
Gay couples from marrying.

The state has appealed the decision to the
Hawaii Supreme Court, which ruled in 1993
that the state's refusal to give same-sex cou-
ples marriage licenses violated the state
Constitution's provision against gender dis-
crimination,

Mississippi
The Mississippi House Constitution
Committee approved an amendment

Wednesday, January 22 that would ban
Gay couples from g

The amendment would also bar the state
from recognizing same-sex marriages that
are performed in other states.

The committee approved the resolution
Eruh no debate. The next vote is in the full

ouse,

If the House and Senate approve the

resolution, the issue will go to a statewide
vote in November, 1998,

_ Rep. John Reeves, R-Jackson, wanted the
issue put to voters during city elections later
this year, saying it would have more
“'punch” because of recent interest in the is-
sue.

The committee decided to wait until 1998,
when the next statewide election is held.
Camp Sister Spirit

Brenda and Wanda Henson said they
don't need a piece of paper from the state to
affirm their relationship, but they feel the
state should give them the right to wed.

Testimony from the Lesbian couple high-
lighted a tense public hearing Thursday,
January 23", on a state constitutional ban of
same-sex marriages.

“'We are in love and have been waiting
for almost 13 years for l.lus basic human
right, the right to marry," Wanda Henson
said, her voice breaking, "'The decision o
get married must belong to the couple who
is in love. This decision is nol a decision for
the state to make."

_The subcommittee endorsed the ban, set-
ting up a vote in the Constitution Commit-
tee. One member, Rep. Willie Bailey, D-
Greenville, said the courts will eventually
determine Gays' rights.

"'l don't think we can prevenl same sex
marriages in this country,” he said.

_Forest Thigpen, president of the Missis-
sippi Family Council, told the subcommittee
that "'no one in this state should be required
to recognize relationships that they consider
immoral "

Brenda Henson, who cried quietly during
the testimony at the capitol, told the all-male

subcommittee to be more open-minded.

“"There are Gays and Lesbians in each of
your families," she said. " They're afraid to
tell you. They have to change the pronouns
when they come up at Christmas time."

Exchanges between the Hensons, who
have an educational center for women called
Camp Sister Spirit in Ovett, and lawmakers
were at times combative.

“"More Mississippians are concemed by
this issue than you may believe," Rep.
Mark Formby, R-Picayune, told the couple.
“*The other side appears to be in the major-
ity."

X'I am here asking you to listen with a
heart that has not been hardened by homo-
phobia and heterosexual superiority,"
Wanda Henson said.

She said she knows of many Gay couples
in Mississippi who want to wed. _

Rep. John Reeves, (R-Jackson), chairman
of the subcommittee, said if the Legislature
changes the law and not the constitution,,
Gay couples may sue.

"It is going to take about as long for the

overnor's ink to dry for some state judge to

F d that it (law) violated the state's consti-
tution,” he said.

Rep. Robert Clark, (D- Ebmem} who
cast the sole vote against the resolution, said
he religiously opposes marriages between
people of the same sex, but “this govemn-
mental body has no business messing with
this issue."

“This constitutional amendment is mean-
spirited because it targets Lesbian and Gay
Mississippians for discrimination,” Wanda
Henson said. “"Don't you think a constitu-
tional amendment is overkill? Is that what
we deserve for living our lives with integ-
Tity?"

t')I;e Reyv. Carl Matthews-Naylor, pastor of
a Jackson church, said he and his compan-
ion of 28 years "‘have jumped through all
kind of legal loopholes, at great expense” to
have rights similar to married couples.

Maine

Gov. King has suggested that he
would not oppose a citizen initiative to bar
recognition of same-sex marriage in Maine,
despite his concemn that the effort may be
constitutionally flawed.

King's comments came Tuesday, January
21", “as Concened Maine Families filed
what it said were 62,157 signatures with
elections officials. If verified, the petitions
would force a referendum on the same-sex
marriage ban unless it wins approval in the
Legislature.

The initiative is an outgrowth of a 1993
ruling by the Hawaii supreme court that said

it might violate that state's Constitution to
deny marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

The Concerned Maine Families proposal
includes language declaring that “'persons
of the same sex may not contract marriage.”
It also would require the state to refuse to
recognize such marriages performed in other
states.

Critics of the initiative have maintained
that same-sex marriages are not legally rec-
ognized in Maine now and that the Hawaii
case has not yet reached a final resolution
making legislative action in Maine at least
premature,

King partially allied himself with that
view telling reporters he believed it was
“unfortunate having to deal with this be-
cause it's not at this point very much of a
live issue."

Nonetheless, even while saying he was
unfamiliar with the specifics of the Maine
initiative, King declared that he “‘would be
inclined to sign it" if it were passed by the
Legislature.

King heavily qualified his remarks, how-
ever, adding that not only had he not seen
the initiative or determined how it would
work, he would want to hear a full debate
about it before making a final decision.

King, moreover, volunteered that he per-
ceived “'an issue of whether a state can do
something like this," given constitutional
language promoting state-to-state coopera-
tion.

“Clearly this would end up in the Su-
preme Court," King said.

In sketching his attitude toward the initia-
tive, King noted that he had been a strong
supporter of Gay civil rights legislation
aimed at outlawing discrimination against
homosexuals in a number of areas.

In 1995, Concemed Maine Families
spearheaded an unsuccessful campaign to
restrict Gay rights in Maine.

A multi-issue publlc opinion survey re-
leased January 22" by Strategic Marketing
Services in Portland found 56 percent of
Maine citizens favoring, and 42 percent op-
posing, a ban on same-sex marriages and a
refusal to recognize such marriages per-
formed in other states.

Survey authors said the results were based
on interviews with 450 citizens statewide
between Jan. 9-14 and carried a statistical
margin of error ranging from plus or minus
7.7 percent to 8.3 percent.

The survey authors said this month's
findings were similar to those in the organi-
zation's October 1996 poll.

AIDS Quilt Display

Dehvan. WI—On Thursday, February
3% andoontm through Sunday, Feb-
ru.ﬁry 15", the Nanws AIDS Me-

Quﬂlmﬂbeondxsplayalthel)e—
lavan-Darien High School. There is no
admission fee and the display 1s open to
the public.

For more information, call Jody Hart at
(414) 728-3168 or Ellen Reddy at (414)
728-6518.

New Titles at
AfterWords

Lesbian Fiction
Best Lesbian Erotic 1997, edited by
Tristan Taormino, Cleis Press Pb $12.95
Lesbian Non-Fiction
Portraits of Love: Lesbians Writing
About Love, edited by Susan Fox
Rogers and Linda Smukler, St. Martin's
Press HC $12.00
Gay Fiction
Belt Gay Erotic 1997, edited by Richard
Labonte, Cleis Press Pb $12.95
Gay Non-Fiction
Two Hearts Desire: Gay Couples on
Their Love, edited by Michael Lassell &
Lawrence Schmel, St. Martin's Press HC
$12.00
February Special
Mention this listing and receive a 10%
discount on these titles throughout Feb-
ruary!

Obituary
Richard Ness

Richard Ness died on January 15, 1997 at
approximately 10:45 p.m. in Milwaukee. He
was S1.

Richard a partner in Trio Travel, a small
agency that arranged many trips for those in
the community who wanted to “get away
from it all.” He was invariably friendly, a
soft-spoken man, with a shy twinkle in his
clear, bright eyes.

Richard was partnered for 14 years with
[zak Kolodny.

Richard was close to his family, two
brothers, Kenneth of Racine and sister-in-
law Susan, Jerry of California, one sister,
Deborah Case, her husband, Ray, his god-
daughter Jenny, and his mother, Margaret.
He will be sorely missed by nieces, nephews
and cousins.

Richard had suffered some setbacks of
late. He’d been mugged and his leg was
broken. His car had been stolen. Things,
however were looking up. His leg was
healing nicely and he expected to have to
wear the cast only a short time more.

The night of his death, he was cheerful,
sitting, talking with friends when he suf-
fered an apparent heart attack.

While someone called 911, a young man
named Ken went to his side. With a tender
compassion [ have séldom seen, Ken held
ﬁ;:]hardinhisarmswcahnandcomfon

Later, I would ask Ken if he were a nurse.
He told me no, that he worked for a taxi
company.

The paramedics arrived in less than two
minutes and did everything they could.
Twice, they lost him. Twice, they brought
him back. The rest of us stood, hoping that
everything would be alright, but unable to
help. There was nothing we could do.

A man named Jerry said, “Its frightening
to be confronted with your own mortality,
isn’t it?" All the rest of us could do was tc
nod in ent.

There was hope. Richard had been re-
vived. He was put on a stretcher and taken
to Sinai Samaritan Hospital. One of us
called later and was told that he had died.

In life, Richard was a beautiful person,
serving the community in every way that he
could.

In his dying, he served those of us around
him, too. He taught us that young or old,
rich or poor, death reaches out to take us all.
We don’t pick our time or place. That is up
to something greater than ourselves.

Ken taught us too that it makes no differ-
ence what credentials you have or your
status in life. When someone has need of
you, it is your heart that must respond and
respond spontaneously. It’s what’s in your
heart that counts.

Richard will be sadly missed by those of
us privileged to know him.

There will be a memorial service for Rich-
ard on Saturday, February 1" at This Is It,
418 E. Wells Street in Milwaukee, from
4:00 to 7:00 pm.




In Celebrating February as Black History
Month, Remember to Include Gay People

Commentary by Bernard Tarver

In case it has escaped your attention, Feb-
ruary is Black History Month. For more
than 20 years now, the shortest month of the
year has been set aside as the month when
mainstream (read White) America recog-
nizes the contributions of its Black citizens.

I don't know about the remaining eleven
months, but turn on vour television set in
February and you'll see no shortage of 30
second featurettes on African-American
historical figures, done by local school chil-
dren.

If you watch during prime time, you will
see more slickly produced ones sponsored
by McDonald's, AT&T or Coca-Cola. With
Madison-Avenue-like conciseness, you may
actually believe you've learned something.

Now it wasn't always this way. Years ago,
you couldnt even find this much informa-
tion. 1 can recall when February meant get-
ting either Washington's or Lincoln's birth-
day off (they always altermated) and ex-
changing cards on Valentine's Day, a cus-
tom I never really embraced. In fact, when I
was in elementary school, way back in the
'60's and '70's, there really was no such
thing as Black History, not in school at any
rate.

My American history texts made ample
reference to the aforementioned presidents,
as well as other great Eur and their
descendants; like Columbus, who suppos-
edly discovered America (despite the pres-
ence of indigenous people); Thomas Jeffer-
son, Ben Franklin, countless Kings and
Queens of England, France, Italy and Spain,
religious figures, generals, dictators, inven-
tors, captains of industry, you name it. Yet
none of them were Black.

In fact, my Black classmates and I sat pa-
tiently waiting for the Civil War to break
out before we read of any Black contribution
to history. "Slaves were brought from Af-
rica...." or some similar quote, was usually
the way we were introduced to our heritage.

When we read about European royalty, my
White classmates sat up with pride. As we
read about slavery, my Black classmates
and I, felt the unease of knowing our an-
cestors had been bought and sold and that
we had no knowledge of our connection to
specific tribes or regions of Affica.

After the slavery reference, Black people
disappeared, only to pop up again in the
1950's with the Civil Rights movement.
Since much of that was still being written at
the time, you can imagine how scant the
information was.

Having one's culture marginalized and
pushed to the edges of our consciousness,
can have a damning effect on the self-
esteem of young children. It is often said
that to know where you are going, you must
know where you've been. Denied any sense
that our people had a rich history too, many
of my classmates questioned the value of
their own lives.

Unaware that the bones of the oldest
known human being on the planet Earth
were found on the continent of Africa, indi-
cating that this is where civilization began;
that we too had Kings, Queens, explorers
and inventors in our past; and that African
descendants have a 500 year experience in
the Western hemisphere, many young Black
children exist only in the present, unable to
dream of the future.

As I've come to realize over the course of
36 years, there is a marked difference be-
tween writing the history of this country,
and writing the history books. Much of this
nation's past has been chronicled by those
with selective memory; "revisionist history"
long before the term was even popular.

< fiike the Alps!

So why should anyone other than Black
people care about Black History Month?
Look at what I wrote two paragraphs above.
"To know where you are going, you must
know where you've been." Couple that with,
"He who fails to learn from history is
doomed to repeat it."

So many of the problems facing the coun-
try today, we've faced before. Unemploy-
ment, homelessness, inadequate health care
and disease, are not new problems. Devel-
oping solutions that take into account the
needs of everyone, black, white, brown and
yellow, is a new challenge, and one requir-
ing a greater depth of knowledge and sensi-
tivity.

A perfect case in point is the AIDS epi-
demic. While treatment, education and out-
reach programs aimed at the White Gay
male population have led to a discemible
decrease in the spread of the disease among
that population, AIDS is on the rise among
Black Gay men, and Black women.

Existing programs have been slow to ad-
dress that specific segment of the popula-
tion, either out of indifference or a basic
lack of understanding on how to effectively
reach these people.

Black history, like Gay history, is Ameri-
can history, and to move forward as a na-
tion, we need to recognize and value the
contributions of all of our citizens, This
month is not just a time for Black people to
learn more about our own culture, but for
others to learn as well, and in so doing, al-
low us all to build the bridges that will en-
able us to work toward common goals.

Now I'm not so idealistic as to believe that
we will all break out in a chorus of "We Are
the World", but I do believe mutual respect
among people of differing backgrounds is
an attainable goal. But that can only come
about through leaming about each other’s
culture.

Now I'd be remiss if I didn't make one fi-
nal point about Black History Month. I am
critical of the Euro-centric nature of my
early history books, but I'm no less critical
of the selective research done by some of
our Black historians. 1 thirsted for images of
myself in those other books, and I continue
to with these, but for a different reason.

You see, some Black historians would
have you believe that all the noteworthy
people were heterosexual. Well now that
Just ain't so.

While it is difficult to find accurate refer-
ences concerning the sexual orientation of
Black achievers from the distant past, some
things are known and have been carefully
researched and chronicled, )

Just a few worth mentioning: Benjamin
Banneker, self-taught mathematician, as-
tronomer and inventor who designed
Washington, D.C.; Josephine Baker, the
chorus girl who rose to fame in the Folies
Bergere in Paris;; Rev. James Cleveland,
world-renowned gospel singer; Langston
Hughes, the great writer from the Harlem
Renaissance; Alberta Hunter, one of the last
of America's original blues/jazz stars; Audre
Lorde, world-renowned writer of prose and
poetry, and Bayard Rustin, chief organizer
of the 1963 March on Washington, and a
aide to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. .

Right in our community are two Black
people who have made significant historical
contributions, who also happen to be Les-
bian and Gay; Barbara Smith, the founder
and former publisher of Kitchen Table:
Women of Color Press; and Keith St. John,
Albany's Second Ward Alderman, and the
first Black openly Gay elected official in the
nation.

There's a lot you can learn in 29 days. But
even more in 365.

wce by Bike!
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Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Care Coalition Begins
Lobbying Effort Opposing State Funding Plan

Milwaukee—In press conferences held
January 14, in Madison and Milwaukee the
newly formed Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Care
Coalition (WHACC) announced its opposi-
tion to a proposed Request for Proposals
(RFP) by the state Department of Health &
Family Services (HFS).

The press conference, attended by more
than forty (40) members of the Coalition, be-
gan an intensive lobbying effort by agencies
and individuals that say want to see a more
open and competitive process than that pro-
posed by the Department.

“This RFP is designed to funnel all of the
state and federal funds to a handful of agen-
cies without any competitive safeguards,”
stated WHACC spokesman Tim Russell,
“To ensure that the best and most effective
programs are funded, we are asking HFS to
change their proposal to create an open and
competitive grants process.”

In a copy of its letter to the Division of
Health obtained by Wisconsin Light,
WHACC suggests that a delay of up to six
months may be necessary to make the needed
changes. In its letter, the Coalition also states
five major points of opposition to the plan as
presented by HFS. They are as follows:

The four year funding cycle is too long.

With significant advances and changes in
treatment options occurring almost monthly
and ongoing research into prevention meth-
ods constantly developing, it is vital that a
short funding cycle be used to force pro-
grammatic evaluation and adjustment as
necessary to keep up with these changes.

We also understand the need for some sta-
bility in funding and a desire to keep the ad-
ministrative costs of provider agencies to a
minimum,

Therefore we would suggest a biennial
funding cycle to match that of the Depart-
ment (and the rest of State government).

The responsibilities are too large to al-
low real competition.

This system is not designed to foster
healthy competition and, in fact, seems de-
signed to present only the illusion of compe-
tition. There are no agencies, with the ex-
ception of one in each region, that would be
able to meet all of the requirements of this
proposal within the stated time frames.

As previously stated, we believe that true
competition can better the services and the '

service provision system.

So as to foster such healthy competition,
we recommend that funding be allocated
within each of five regions in each of the four
categories outlined in the RFI (specifically
HIV Care & Treatment, General HIV Pre-
vention, Minority HIV Prevention, and Inten-
sified HIV Outreach Counseling & Testing).

Program evaluation by program users is
essential.

Proven to be one of the best ways to gauge
the efficacy of programs funded for care and

prevention is talking to the users of these
programs. It is also important that these
program participants be randomly selected
from the universe of all participants in order
in ensure greater objectivity in their evalua-
tion, not simply selected by the agency
whose programs they will be commenting
upon.

We suggest that independent “Consumer
Advisory Panels” be convened and utilized
by the Department for program evaluations,

Anonymous testing data.

Presently all funding formulae for
HIV/AIDS funds use only results from name
associated testing to determine the number
and location of HIV/AIDS cases.

This method leaves out a huge number of

tests and a large number of positive results,
Many who utilize anonymous testing centers
are people who exhibit a much higher inci-
dence of risk behaviors, thus being in much
greater need of direct intervention and pre-
vention activities. The largest number of
these people would not use name associated
testing centers and therefore not be so easily
accessed for prevention efforts if testing were
not anonymous.

We have determined that an appropriate
method of including anonymous test results
for the purpose of allocating funding is nec-
essary.

Fiscal agents should not have a direct in-
terest in funding.

Two very different skill sels are necessary
to effectively provide HIV/AIDS services and
to serve as fiscal agents for the dispersal of
funds through sub contracts to other agencies
as fiscal agent.

We believe that service providers should be
encouraged to concentrate on their programs
and that an independent fiscal agent should
be used by the Department to administer
funds to AIDS Service Organizations
(ASQOs) and to administer the subcontracts of
those ASOs with other community based
agencies.

Furthermore, having the present ASO for a
region acting as fiscal agent effectively pre-
vents any agency presently sub contracting
with that ASO from independently partici-
pating in the grants process for fear of losing
1ys contract with the existing ASO or suffer-
ing other reprisals.

e encourage the use of independent fis-
cal agents for the administration of granis
contracis and sub contracts.

WHACC said that it has more than 175
signatures from people and organizations
that are supporting their call for changes in
the proposal to distribute nearly $4 million of
state and federal funds for AIDS care and
prevention.

The Coalition was formed in 1997 to re-
spond to the Division of Health’s request for
public comment on the DOH plan,

AIDS Briefs

No AIDS Cure Anytime Soon

Washingt

on-AP- Despile researchers' high hopes, one year of drug therapy has failed to

rid newly infected men of HIV, so a highly publicized attempt at an AIDS cure will have to

continue for at least another year.

The doctors have found evidence that the virus remains hidden in the lymph glands after

they had hoped it would be gone.

""Has HIV been eradicated from any of our patients? The answer is unequivocally no."
Dr, David Ho of the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center in New York said.

The experiment has produced more promising evidence that the AIDS virus can be vastly
knocked down by aggressive treatment, but the researchers say it is too soon to know

whether an AIDS cure is even possible.

Combinations of drugs that include medicines called protease inhibitors can stop the
AIDS virus from making new copies of itself. The researchers theorized that after a year, all
infected cells would have died off, leaving the body completely free of HIV.

However, they worried thal infected cells might remain hidden, perhaps in the lymph

nodes or the brain.

The experiment involved 24 volunteers who began receiving the drugs within three
months of catching HIV. The plan was to treat them for one year, then stop the drugs and

check their lymph nodes for the virus.

Ho outlined the results so far at the opening session of the annual Conference on Retrovi-

ruses and Opportunistic Infections.

Four patients have dropped out of the study, and the rest have taken the drugs for periods

ranging from seven o 16 months.

All signs of HIV have disappeared from the patients' bloodstreams, even using the most
sensitive tests that can detect as few as 25 copies of the virus in each milliliter of blood.
The virus has also vanished from the men's semen, raising the possibility that they may

not be able to spread the disease sexually.

However, tissue samples removed from five of the patients' digestive tracts turned up evi-
dence of viral genes still hiding inside lymph cells of three of them. Ho said these copies of
the virus may be defective and unable to reproduce.

Nonetheless, the doctors will continue the treatment for at least another year to allow
more time for infected cells in the lymph system to slowly die off.

South African AIDS Cure Disputed

Johannesburg, South Africa-AP- Three South African scientists told South Africa's
Cabinet on Wednesday, January 22, they had developed a new drug that kills the AIDS vi-
rus and can reverse the effects of full-blown AIDS,

But other scientists questioned their claims and criticized the South Africans for going
public with their findings without first subjecting them to peer review, a standard practice

in publishing research.

They also expressed concern that the drug, called Virodene P058, was tested on 12 peo-
ple, apparently without first going through laboratory and animal trials.

Miller and Dr. Robin Goma of the Hi

ggins Trust, a British-based international AIDS or-

ganization, cautioned that the findings were questionable.
The South African team, in presenting its findings to President Nelson Mandela's Cabi-
net, asked for more money to continue their work.
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said. “For twenty years, it was Madison’s

Politically Speaking

Hypocrisy Reigns Supreme in Congress

Commentary by Bill Meunier

Once again it is business as usual in
Washington with Congressional Republi-
cans showing even more than their usual
quota of hypocrisy.

In 1994, when the Republicans captured
Congress, many Americans hoped that they
would finally see some changes in the way
the government does business. Guess again.

ITEM: The GOP announces that Con-
gressman J.C. Watts of Oklahoma will give
the Republican response to President Bill
Clinton’s State of the Union address. Watts
scored a big fat zero on the Human Rights
Campaign score card. He even refused lo
say that he wouldn’t discriminate against
Gays and Lesbians in his own hiring prac-
tices. So much for the party of the big tent.

By the way, we have yel to hear of any
protests over this selection coming from the
Log Cabin Club. Big shock there eh?

ITEM: House Speaker Newt Gingrich gets
a slap on the wrist for this twisted version of
our tax code. In an unbelievable tum of
events, the House actually bought into Gin-
grich’s claim that he didn’t know you can’t
use a tax exempt foundation for political
purposes.

If Newt Gingrich really didn’t know this,
then he is not qualified to be the Speaker.
Perhaps the House should require its mem-
bers to take a High School Civics classes so
they can leam about the system they are
supposed to be running.

If he did know (and he undoubtedly did)
then he should booted out, not just of the
Speakers chair but the House itself.

Gingrich claimed he got bad legal advice.
Yeah sure. Every activist around the country
knows that you can’t use a tax exempt group
for political purposes and most of them
don’t have lawyers. Strange that despite
these claims, Gingrich retains the same legal
team that he had while making a mockery of
our tax laws.

ITEM: After acting suitably contrite on the
House floor over his actions, Gingrich went
home and told his constituents that he had
done nothing wrong. The gospel according
to Newt is that he was singled out because
he is a conservative.

Gingrich also claimed that the real blame
lied with the media, his lawyers, and of
course the liberals. So much for “heart felt
apologies.”

ITEM: Revelations of political fund rais-
ing plans being devised at the White House
have several Congressional committees,
panting 1o get al more investigations of the
Cliinton White House:

What clap trap. Up to this point the only
person charged with, let alone jailed for, so-
liciting illegal campaign contributions is a
Dole operative. If these guys were really
interested in campaign reform they would
start by investigating the Dole campaign.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for the in-
vestigation of Republican (and some Demo-
cratic) House members accepting contribu-
tions from big polluters and then voting
against renewal of the Clean Air Act either,

What really bothers the GOP is that Clin-
ton outsmarted them. It is their party that
brought us to this new level of lows in
American politics.

It was George Bush who attacked Mike
Dukakis with the infamous (and unfair)
Willie Horton ad. Now Republicans com-
plain about Clinton’s Medicare ad.

It was the Republican Senate leadership
who held up the Feingold -McCain Cam-
paign Reform act. Now they acl sanctimoni-
ous about supposed Democratic abuses.

What really bothers them is the fact that
Clinton has broken their monopoly on get-
ting support from the wealthy. Yes, he used
the White House to do this. But as a middle
class Democrat from the South he had no
choice.

Unlike Mr. Dole, Bill Clinton was not
connected to the Gallos and other wealthy
families whose water he had carried for
years.

Unlike the Republicans, Clinton could not
call the 100 richest men in America
“personal friends.” What Clinton did in the
White House, Republicans have been doing
inside and outside of the White House for
generations.

What was so wrong with it? Does anyone
really believe that Republican occupants of
the White House didn’t invite big contribu-
tors to spend the night? Isn’t the President
entitled to meet with his supporters and per-
sonally thank them for their help?

Had he done this outside of the White
House in say a hotel, you can imagine the
outcry and investigations over the expense
for security personnel, travel etc.

It should be noted that the Republicans
still outspent the Democrats by around 40
million. Imagine what that figure would
have been if Clinton had not acted,

But big money has always been a Repub-
lican weapon. They have used it to fool
people into thinking that the Republican
party is really on their side. They have used
it to alienate those segments of the electorate
who are not likely to support them.

The idea that the Democrats can do what
the GOP has been doing for decades upsets
them. Strategies like those employed by the
Clinton campaign threaten the political bal-
ance of power.

The bottom line is that the next four years
is likely to be more of the same things we
saw in the last four with one exception. Of
course they will have to find something to
investigate Al Gore over because he is Lhe
likely Democratic nominee in 2000,

While the Republicans in Congress prac-
tice this hypocrisy, the budget continues o
be unbalanced, more drugs are brought into
and sold in America, the balance of trade is
still out whack, and America’s Gays and
Lesbians still don’t have full civil rights.

Of course it’s much easier to attack the
President and launch meaningless investi-
gations while covering up your own abuses
than it is to take on America’s real prob-
lems.

That’s the thing about hypocrisy. What it
really means is the more things change, the
more they stay the same.

Hotel
Continued from Page 1

passed out anti-Gay literature while on duty.

As the Hotel burned on February 18, Fire
Fighter Greer (who was off duty) stood with
his children at the site and told the press that
he didn’t mind the Hotel burning down.

The debate began with testimony from
Rev. Richard Pritchard. Pritchard likened
homosexuality to alcoholism and drug ad-
diction. He went on to say that he would
like to help Gays recover. “Rather than
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars to
fund the homosexual life style, the money
should be used to encourage homosexuals to
overcome that behavior.”

Greer told the Council “I think it is a mis-
use of tax payer dollars.” Greer claimed that
Gays live a “depraved and perverted life-
style” adding *I think its irresponsible lead-
ership (o spend tax money on something that
endangers people’s lifes” said Greer.

Greer went on to list his friends and rela-
tives who he claimed are suffering from
AIDS. Greer also claims to have friends
who are “recovering homosexuals.”

“If the Inn on the Park had
burned down this discussion
would have been over an hour
ago, if it even ever got started.”-

adison Mayor Paul Soglin.

During his testimony, Greer took issue
with the decor of Rod’s. He said that while
he was a rookie Fire Fighter he was sent to
bar for a bogus inspection by veteran Fire-
Fighters. Greer said that while he was at
Rods he saw men’s underwear hanging from
the ceiling, posters of men in what he called
provocative poses and a stuffed penis
hangning over the bar.

In response to a question from Aldermar.
Napoleon Smith, Greg Scheel said that while
he may be guilty of bad decorating, the bar
did operate within the law. Smith who is
said to be Gay questioned Scheel as to
whether or not illegal pomography was
shown at Rods.

Opponents on the Council

The package was opposed by Aldermen
Mike Ellestadt and Ron Reif. Ellestadt re-
mained silent during the debate.

Prior to the debate Ellestadt had sent out a
memo stating among other things that if the
City funded the package it should also con-
sider funding a children’s sweatshop in
Madison.

Reif offered an amendment that would
have gutted the deal by requiring the
Scheel’s to put up additional money. Under
Reif’s amendment, the Scheels would have
been required to put up 75% of the total
ﬁmdinr:}or the rebuilding. The amendment
was voted down on a voice vote.

Verveer took exception to Reif’s com-
ments. “Our nermal procedure is to require
that the developer put up 10% of the costs.
If Alderman Reif’s amendment had passed it
would have busted the whole deal.”

Verveer made an 15 minute speech in fa-
vor of the project. He argued that the
Scheels were not getting special treatment
and had been treated just as any other TIF
applicant.

He also argued that unlike other projects
which are supported only by developers, the
Hotel had broad based support from
throughout the community. “The Hotel is
made up of more than bricks and mortar, he

unofficial Gay and Lesbian community cen-
ter. 1 know of no other project that would
have gotten over 1,000 people to come out
for a rally and memorial service the day after
it had bumned down.” A

Verveer told the Council that the project is
a monument to one of Madison’s greatest
strengths, its tolerance for diversity.

A Bittersweet Victory

Verveer told The Wisconsin Light, “I
don’t think diversity or tolerance is part of
Greer’s or Pritchard’s vocabulary.

Verveer went on o say that he was happy
and relieved that his long fight to secure the
HUD waiver, permits, and financing had fi-
nally come to a successful conclusion. He
also told The Wisconsin Light that the de-
bate “lefl a bittersweet taste in my mouth.”.
“1 was happy that the package passed but

angered over some of the comments made

ore the debate by Alderman Ellestadt and
many of the comments made by Mr. Greer
and Rev. Pritchard. 1 am disturbed about
what I considered to be inappropriate ques-
tions asked by certain other members of the
City Council.”

Double Standard?

Verveer pointed out that just a few months
ago, the Madison City Council unanimously
approved a 6 million TIF package for an of-
fice building, Block 89. “None of my col-
leagues demanded that the developer have a
75% financing level. No one questioned the
decor or the appropriateness of giving a TIF
package to a non-industrial development.
Nor was there any talk about attaching spe-
cial conditions to the package. Yet during
this debate, all of those things were raised. |
am very disappointed with the double stan-
dard 1 “dttl:;ssed.“ e

ayor Soglin Weig

Madison Mayor Paul Soglin was also up-
set and publicly took the Council to task for
the attitudes of some of its members. Soglin
said the opposition amounted to under-
handed attempts to derail the hotel. Soglin
told the Council “I think this has been one of
the most shameful actions of this Council.”
He added “If the Inn on the Park had burned
down this discussion would have been over
an hour ago, if'it even ever got started.”

Ground Breaking Scheduled

Despite Ground breaking is scheduled for
Monday February 17 at 5:00 PM, That date
has special significance. It is the day before
the first anniversary of the fire that destroyed
the Hotel Washington. The public is wel-
come to attend.

For his part Greg Scheel is focusing on the
soon to begin rebuilding. However, he took
the time to tell The Wisconsin Light that he
was grateful to both Alderman Verveer and
Mayor Soglin. “Soglin was very eloguent.
He really told it like it was.”

For details on the ground breaking see
the next issue of “The Wisconsin Light.”

ARCW
Continued From Page 1

“I applaud all the agencies laboring in the
fight against AIDS,” Rhodes said.
“Agencies such as the Brady St. Clinic
which is known for its r positive outreach in
the community especially in the area of HIV
testing in the local bars and other loca-
tions,” he said.

“This applause goes too,” Rhodes added,
“to the many, many other organizations in
Wisconsin, such as St. Camillus who have
worked and worked hard through the years
to improve the quality of life for their clients
with HIV and AIDS.

“All these agencies in our community
help the quality of life of all people as well
as those in the GLBT community,” Rhodes
concluded.

“I applaud the efforts that Doug Nelson
and all the ARCW employees and volun-
teers have made through the past 8 years of
my association with MAP (ARCW), said
Tony Rhodes, President of the Cream City
Foundation.

*Many clients have come and gone, un-
fortunately because of the epidemic propor-
tions of the illness. However, today, more
clients are living because of the advance-
ments in AIDS and health care,” Rhodes
said, noting that their needs were great.

“Nelson and his staff, such as Mike Gif-
ford and Paul Milakovich,” Rhodes contin-
ued, “have led the struggle on a nationwide
level for financial support, especially in the
area of the Ryan White Care Act and the re-
appropriation and distribution of funds.”

“These funds,” Rhodes noted, “not only
help ARCW but all AIDS agencies, not
only here in Wisconsin but all over the na-
tion. We continue to applaud ARCW’s ef-
forts, under the leadership of Doug Nelson,
that has enabled the organization to con-
tinue to meet the needs of those with
HIV/AIDS.”

Ironically, according to Light’s sources, it
is precisely the success and strength of
ARCW that makes it a heavyweight con-
tender in the ASO competition. Yet, this
success makes ARCW a prime target for
attack in order to “even the playing field” in

the up-coming competition.

While ARCW’s funding is substantial,
Nelson contends that it tums over a high
amount of funds to other HIV/AIDS organi-
zations in the community. He reports that
more than 75% of Ryan White Program
funds in Milwaukee are slated for other
community agencies.

In addition, the ARCW-produced AIDS
Walk this will likely generate more
than $160,000 for other organizations.

Compounding this dilemma for ARCW is
its high profile role in public policy advo-
cacy.

From its national fight for equity in Ryan
White funding that won millions of dollars
for Wisconsin, to its hard-fought, narrow
victories to increase City of Milwaukee
AIDS funding, and its state legislative lob-
bying which has scored several key funding
victories over the years, ARCW has been
remarkably successful in its advocacy.

Yet, it is this very success that is per-
ceived by some as representing too much
political clout. Some members of the newly
created coalition contend that ARCW has
had a heavy hand in writing the state Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP).

“] am amazed by that perception,” Nelson
said. “ARCW’s relationship with the state
has always been rather contentious because
of our differences on policy and our belief
that the government is not doing nearly
enough to fight the AIDS epidemic.”

*“I am sure there have been a few laughs at
the Division of Health about that charge,”
said Nelson.

Nelson seems resigned to the fact that the
attacks on ARCW will continue throughout
the competitive process, expressing an un-
derstanding of the political dynamics that
are present,

“This is the first time since the beginning
of the epidemic that there will be a com-
pelitive process to designate ASOs,” Nelson
explained. “1 believe competition is good
and I hope that it will be on a high level that
will enrich the community and enhance
AIDS services,” Nelson said.

In spite of the initial negative rhetoric,
Nelson expressed praise for ARCW'’s likely
competitors.

“The Brady Clinic and St. Camillus make
vitally important contributions to AIDS
service here,” said Nelson.

“They do wonderful work and their staff
and volunteers are truly saints,” Nelson
said. “Regardless of the outcome of this
competitive process, they will be essential to
the continuing fight against AIDS in the
future.”

Rhodes agreed with Nelson concemning
the great value of those fighting AIDS.

Collaborate
Continued from Page 1

care,

Sponsored by the Camillian Priests and
Brothers, the organization offers other spe-
ciality and community outreach programs,
including a full continuum of HIV/AIDS
care and services.

The Order of St. Camillus has carried out
its health care mission for over 75 years in
the Milwaukee community, and is recog-
nized as a leading provider of continuing
care and speciality programs.

Covenant Healthcare’s integrated regional
delivery system consists of five Milwaukee
area hospitals, clinics, subacute and ex-
tended care facilities and physician, home
health, behavioral health, assisted living and
medical labroatory services. Covenant
Healthcare is co-sponsored by the Felician
and Wheaton Franciscan Sisters and is
committed to a philosophy of respect for the
dignity of all persons.

Have A Happy
Valentines Day




Atlanta Comes Up With Innovative Housing
Program for People With AIDS

Atlanta, GA--James Price wanted a
roommate, Mark Germain needed a place to
live,

Both valued their privacy. Bach had a cat.
Price and Germain had something else in
common-— HIV. : .

They are among 150 people in Atlanta
who have been ‘matched as roommates
through a . govemnment-funded shared-
housing program for people with HIV or
AIDS,

""This allows people who are independent
enough to live in a safe, stable environment,
so they don't have to be institutionalized
prematurely,” said Rita Zadoff, director of
the nonprofit roommate matching program
Home But Not Alone. It is believed to be the
only such program in the nation, according
to the National Shared Housing Research
Center.

Germain shared Price's three-story town
house in suburban Decatur for more than a
year. He died in June,

“You try real hard not to get too at-
tached," Price said. "After he died, I
thought I would take a break from it. I was-
n't sure | wanted to have any more room-
mates, Let's face it--I'm looking at my own
mortality."

Nationwide, the need for affordable
housing for people with AIDS is on the rise,
because more people are contracting the
disease, medication is getting more expen-
sive, and people are living longer, said
Gerry Ansel, a spokesman with AIDS Proj-
ect Los Angeles.

The federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), estimates that be-
tween 650,000 and 900,000 le were
living with HIV in 1995. The average life-
time cost of medical care after the disease is
diagnosed is $119,000, the CDC said.

Many communities are seeking ways Lo
expand housing for people with AIDS be-
yond hospices and hospitals, which are
costly and available only to those in the final
stages.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development has created a division,

Housing Opportunities for People With
AIDS, to funnel money to such housing
programs.

The Atlanta Jewish Community Center
sponsors Home But Not Alone, which re-
ceives about $45,000 a year in combined
funding from HUD, the city of Atlanta, the
United Way and several AIDS organiza-
tions.

The 2-year-old program is a spinoff of
HOUSEMATES, a national home-sharing
program that matches the elderly with
younger roommates.

At least one person in the match must be
HIV-positive. A doctor must verify the ap-
plicant has HIV, ZadofT said.

“"We have a very private office. All our
cabinets are locked. When we do reference
checks, we never discuss the person's
health," she said. ~"We sit down and kind of
counsel them. We tell them this is an option
that's cost-effective. If they're not ready or
don't feel comfortable, we don't push them."

Several people who are not HIV-positive
have taken roommates, but almost all want
to be matched with someone who also has
the AIDS virus, Zadoff said. There are few
women and no children in the'program.

“There's comfort there, knowing you're
sharing the same frightening situation,” said
Price, who was diagnosed with having the
AIDS virus in 1987, " You want to live with
someone who knows the score."

Rent typically runs between $350 and
$500 a month, Zadoff said.

Price, 49, has been living on disability
checks and a modest retirement fund for
more than five years. He used to advertise
for roommates before he heard of Home But
Not Alone.

“"One of the first things 1 would tell them
is that I was HIV-positive and ask them if
that was going to be a problem. Most of the
urn;, 1 never heard from them again," he
said.

The former insurance claims adjuster said
the rent he collects goes toward his mort-
gage payment and upkeep of the house.

In the War Against LesBiGays, “Judicial.
Tyranny” is the New Mantra of the Right

Commentary by John D'"Emilio

Homophobia is an ever changing foe. It
shifts its form as society changes and as our
movement progresses.

Forty years ago, homophobia expressed it-
self through massive police harassment.
Raids of Lesbian and Gay bars were com-
mon fare in U.S. cities; sometimes hundreds
of folks were arrested on a single night in a
single city, Today, police harassment hasn't
stopped, but it is no longer the primary way
we experience a lack of personal safety.

Instead, homophobia displays itsell
through hate-motivated violence randomly
directed at Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgendered people.

Similarly, the content of political homo-
phobia shifts with the changing political
landscape. In the first half of the 1990s, the
right wing coined the message of "special
rights" as a way of rousing their forces and
creating confusion among the many well-
meaning Americans who ought to be our
allies.

"Special rights" was employed in support
of anti-Gay ballot measures in Colorado,
Oregon, and Maine. It was used to drive a
wedge between our movement and the Afri-
can-American civil rights community. It
played upon irrational fears of a powerful
"homosexual lobby" trying to win exira
privileges for itself.

"Special rights” hasn't vanished entirely,
but the failure of the ballot initiative tactic,
especially in the wake of the Romer deci-
sion, has weakened its effectiveness. But not
to worry. Right-wing ideologues are hard at
work rtefining new slogans designed to
confuse Americans and inflame the passions
of their constituents.

What's their newest one? "Judicial tyr-

anny."
I started nioticing it a year ago as the po-
litical campaign season was beginning. Re-
publican candidates, from Dole to Bucha-
nan, threw out the phrase now and then. But
in the wake of Judge Kevin Chang's historic
ruling in the Hawaii same-gender marriage
case, the slogan has become a mantra.

In a recent debate on CNN about the deci-
sion, Andrea Sheldon of the Traditional
Values Coalition repeated it again and
again, Each time her arguments were suc-
cessfully challenged, she came back with
“judicial tyranny." I expect we'll be hearing
more of it.

As used by the right wing, "judicial tyr-
anny” is an especially dangerous political
idea. It is much more than a weapon of ho-
mophobia. It attacks the very foundations of
our political system, threatening the demo-

cratic rights and freedoms that make dissent
possible. | - -

The U.S. Constitution rests on a system of
checks and balances. Three branches of
government—a legislature, executive, and
Judiciary--are each given different powers,
so that no one part of the government can
amass too much power. The federal system
has been copied by each of the fifty states.

Why did the framers of the Constitution
do it this way? For two reasons. First, they
had just fought a war against colonial rule,
in which they felt themselves subject to ty-
rannical rule at the hands of the King's ap-
pointed officials. So, they wanted to make
sure that power was spread between an ex-
ecutive and an elected legislature.

Second, they worried about the destructive
effects of popular passions. They created
checks and balances, and especially a judi-
ciary designed to comment on the constitu-
tionality of laws, because they were most
concerned about the tyranny of the majority!

In other words, the judiciary exists pre-
cisely as a check against the will of the ma-
jority, when the majority threatens constitu-
tional rights and privileges. Its role, in part,
is to make sure that the rights of unpopular
minorities are not trampled upon by a ma-
jorily whose prejudices have been inflamed.

So, when judges do something like over-
turning a law or a ballot measure supported
by the majority of voters or elected officials,
they are not behaving like tyrants. They are
doing their jobs. :

"Judicial tyranny" as a concept is insidi-
ous. It creates a climate of hostility toward
the proper workings of our Constitution. It
makes judges the target of popular anger,
and indirectly attempts to intimidate them.
it builds support for efforts at the state level-
-and even nationally—to call a constitutional
convention or recklessly amend the consti-
tution which, in the context of the extremist
right's current power, is truly frightening.

"Judicial tyranny” is politically shrewd. It
has the power Lo weld together religious ex-
tremists and political conservatives; it
speaks to resentments about race, gender,
and sexual idenfity; it appeals to a business
community annoyed by judicial decisions
that protect the environment.

The slogan "judicial tyranny” is also
hypocritical and cynical. Right-wing con-
servatives claim to speak in defense of tra-
dition. But there is hardly anything more
traditional in the United States than the in-
dependence of our judiciary.

So, when you hear the phrase, don't let it
slip by. Recognize it and expose it for what
it is: the latest right-wing sound bite, de-
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fii;;:ed to confuse, manipulate, and mobi-

Editor’s Note: The author is the Director

of the Policy Institute of the National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force.

Celebrate Mardi Gras At Our Next
SpotLight Party: Feb 9 at Mama Roux

Milwaukee— Did you miss out on all that
great food being chowed down by Packer
Fans at the Super Bowl in New Orleans?
Don’t fret dear, get ready to party, Mardi
Gras Style at Gay Milwaukee’s favorite Cajun
Bar and Restaurant, Mama Roux, 1875 N.
Humboldt.

Our next Spotlight Party will be a very
special Mardi Gras celebration. It will be
held on Sunday February 9 at the popular
East Side neighborhood bar starting at 4:00
and lasting until 7777

“Mama Roux is known for its Cajun cuisine
50 its natural that we would want to a Mardi
Gras party at the bar,” said Wisconsin
Light’s Dusty Sass, (who has been known to
party with or without an excuse.)

As usual Mama and her crew will be pull-
ing out all the stops. She's been cooking up a

storm for Mama Roux's special Mardi Gras
menu (see ad on page 15 for a complete list-
ing) consisting of delicious, delectable and
AUTHENTIC New Orleans cuisine.

There will be free Miller Lite taps (of
course) while they last. Mama is cooking her
special Crawfish Boil for §8.00. (In addition
to the regular menu), plus a costume contest
at 7:00, featuring some great prizes, drink
specials and some great surprises.

Everyone will get some special Mardi Gras
beads. Tradition says these beads are sup-
posed to bring you good fortune and help you
get through the Lenten Season,

So don’t wait until fat Toesday. Give your
taste buds a treat, put on that wild costume
and head down to Mama Roux to celebrate
Mardi Gras like only your Mama knows how.

Become Informed About What You Need to
Know About Same-Gender Marriage

Hawaii — Same-gender marriage is almost
legal in Hawaii. We'll win in court. But we
might lose at the ballot box. Our enemies are
working overtime to kill our right to marry.
We can win, and we need your help. Get the
facts and find out how you can become part of
this historic event.

What's the big deal about marriage?

Legal certification of marriage automatically
confers hundreds of rights and benefits that
are unavailable to couples who do not, or
cannot, obtain a marriage license.

What is the legal basis for the marriage
case in Hawaii?

Hawaii’s state constitution is more generous
than the U.S. Constitution because it contains
an equal rights amendment forbidding
discrimination “because of race, religion, sex,
or ancestry”, The Hawaii State Supreme
Court ruled that the state’s refusal to issue
licenses to same-gender couples constitutes
sex discrimination under this equal protection
clause,

Is the case about marriage in the
religious sense?

No, it's about the right to have a civil
marriage license issued by the State of
Hawaii,  Many Jewish synagogues and
churches are already performing same-gender
marriages, including Quakers, Unity,
Unitarian and Buddhist. But these marriages
are not yet certified by the state.

Will all churches perform same-gender
marriage?

No. The Hawaii court has already ruled that
no religion or church will be obligated to
perform marriage ceremonies that clash with
its beliefs.

What  civil
marriage?

Literally hundreds including:

» lax code benefits

» adoption and guardianship rights

»  insurance benefits

«  pension and social security benefits
-
L]
-

rights are conferred by

estate and transfer tax benefits
immigration and naturalization benefits
rights to make critical decisions and
arrangements on behalf of ill or deceased

partners

Won’t Domestic Partnership do the same
job?

Not at all. If marriage offers a banquet of
benefits, then domestic partnership offers only
a slice of pie. Domestic partnership benefits
are not standardized, not transferable to other
states, and they might not be recognized when
the couple is traveling. The multitude of
sought-after rights under federal and state
laws, as well as. those of employers and
unions, are available only to couples who are
married. Therefore, marriage is the only
means to obtain all these rights.

Can my partner and I protect ourselves
with wills. trusts and legal documents?

Not really. Wills and trusts have been

broken. Courts have ignored guardianship
documents. And couples who postpone their
legal paperwork might find the law regards
them as legal strangers in times of crisis.

If I get married in Hawaii, will my
marriage be legal in my home state?

Some states will recognize these marriages
under the full faith and credit clause of the
U.S. Constitution. Others will not. Just
because a state passes a law saying it will not
recognize same-gender marriage does not
mean that law is constitutional.

Because recognition of other states’
marriages is a federal issue, newlyweds can
sue in their home states. Ultimately the cases
will be decided by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Hawaii is so far away. Why is legalization
of same-gender marriage important to me?

It's a giant step in achieving equality under
the law. Even if you don’t have a partner or
believe in marriage, prevailing in Hawaii will
advance civil rights for all Gays and Lesbians.
If the case fails, it might be a very long time
before same-gender marriage is recognized in
any state.

Hawaii's marriage case looks like a sure
thing. What could stop it now?

Political and religious extremists are
targeting Hawaii with well-funded campaigns.
These groups want to amend the state

‘constitution to specifically prohibit same-

gender marriage.

Well-funded extremist groups have financed
the campaigns of Hawaii's legislators opposed
to our civil rights, and they have launched a
public relations drive to sway public opinion
against us. For months now these groups have
run negative radio and television spots as well
as large newspaper ads — with little paid
media response from us. They have also
directed a campaign of daily harassment of
legislators who care about our rights.

Who are these guys?

We are up against the enormous resources
of the Catholic, Mormon and Evangelical
Churches, Concerned Women of America,
The Christian Broadcasting Network,
Operation Rescue, the Rutherford Institute
and many others.

How can [ help?

Make a contribution for same-gender
marriage today, and make the Hawaii case
your case too.

How will my contribution be used?

To conduct a coordinated media campaign,
to help elect supportive legislators and to
educate the voters. Much time and talent are
being donated, but we need to pay the hard
costs.V

Editor’s Note: To make a contribution,
make a check out to: Hawaii Equal Rights
Marriage Project (HERMP), and send it to
1521 Alexander Street, #503, Honolulu, HI
36822. For more information, call (808) 942-

737. ,

Her Majesty’s Government Sees Lavender

London, England-AP-A tabloid claims to have uncovered a Conservative lawmaker's
illegal homosexual affair, embarrassing Conservatives as they launched a re-election ad

campaign Monday that stresses {amily values.

The alleged partner in the affair was 18 at the time, under the age of homosexual con-

sent in Britain.

““We need this like we need a hole in the head,” the right-wing Daily Telegraph news-
paper quoted an unidentified senior Conservative Party official as saying.

The News of the Werld alleged that married Conservative lawmaker Jerry Hayes, 43,
had a 16-month Gay affair with teen-ager Paul Stone in 1991. j :

Hayes, who has been an advocate of Gay rights, denies the affair took place and said

that he has begun legal action.

The newspaper paid Stone $168,000 for his story, the Daily Express sniffed
British law sets the age for homosexual consent at 21, as opposed to 16 for heterosexual
consent _a distinction that has been criticized by human rights groups.
Sex with minors carries a possible prison sentence, although no one has been charged
for sexual relations with an 18-year-old in recent memory.
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If You’re Gay, How do You Prove It, a
Right Wing Group Asks

Cincinnati, OH-— A coalition of groups op-
posed to what it calls special rights for Gay
peaple has reaffirmed its support of an appeals
cotrt ruling that Gays are not specifically en-
titled to civil rights protection.

Gay activists on Wednesday, August 9, asked
the U.S. Supreme Court to throw out a2 Cin-
cinnati charter amendment forbidding the city
from enacting or enforcing laws based on sex-
ual orientation.

Alphonse Gerhardstein, a lawyer for the ac-
tivists, said he hopes the court will decide in
October on whether to hear the case. His side
faced a deadline today for filing the appeal.

Phil Burress, chairman of Equal Rights, Not
Special Rights, a Right Wing Christian organi-
zation, said his group was happy to see the
case go before the Supreme Court.

“We are extremely confident we will win,"'
Burress said in an interview on August 9.

The appellate court's ruling threw out U.S.
District Judge S. Arthur Spiegel's August
1994 decision that said the amendment was
unconstitutionally vague. Spiegel said it vio-
lated free-speech and equal-protection rights of
Gay people.

Voters approved the amendment in Novem-
ber, 1993,

“Those persons having a homosexual orien-
tation simply do not, as such, comprise an
identifiable class,'' Judge Robert B. Krupan-
sky wrote for the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, with Judges Alan E. Norris and
Cornelia G. Kennedy concurring.

Scott Greenwood, an American Civil Liber-
ties Union attorney for the plaintiffs, said the
appellate court's decision was wrong.

No Heaith Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers
Too Little? Want Economical Counseling?

Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D

Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counselor

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT:
2266 N. Prospect Ave., Ste. 206, Milw., W1 53202
(414) 2722427

135 N. Greenleaf Ave., Ste. 315
Gumee, IL 60031 (Six Flags Area)

[F Can’t Afford An Attorney? %
Do it yourself and save big §83.

Informative manuals, books & other publications including 2
complete selection of legal forms dealing with
CIVIL « CRIMINAL » FAMILY LAW
TROVER ACTIONS - FORECLOSURES
TAXLAW-TITLE 42 - TITLE 1983
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
for both State 8 Federal levels.

For further information write: The Legal Research

Assistance Group, 2125 E. Newberry Street,

414/954-1484 » Fax: 414/954-1478

“The 6th Circuit ignored thousands of pages
of evidence and Judge Spiegel's 75-page
opinion, and made up factual conclusions of
their own,"" Greenwood said in a telephone
mterview,

Burress's group supported the 1993 amend-
ment. He said the 6th Circuit decision was the
right one, and that Gays are not a definable
class.

“If a person claims he's Gay, how does he
prove it?"' Burress said. “This isn't about
political rights or housing anyway, what they
want is for sodomy to be accepted as normal
behavior, so they can get married and have sex
in the streets.™

Burress cited a Supreme Court ruling in

1986 that upheld Georgia's anti-sodomy laws.

“What we're saying is, homosexuals already
have all the rights they need in the Bill of
Rights,"" Burress said. “They don't need any
more rights. Right now, they've got all they're
going to get.”

Earlier, Burress had been reported as saying
that the only real right a Gay person had was
the right to be dead. He cited the bible as
proof.

The Equality Foundation of Greater Cincin-
nati, a group called Housing Opportunities
Made Equal and five Gay residents are seeking
to have the amendment overturned.

They said the Cincinnati amendment denies
Gay people a fundamental right to political
participation and that the amendment should
not be allowed to exist because it represents a
private prejudice made into law.

City Council in 1992 had approved a human
rights ordinance forbidding discrimination in
public housing and public accommodations.
The law listed sexual orientation among anti-
discrimination categories including race,
color, religion and age.

The 1993 amendment approved by voters re-
pealed the sexual-orientation provision and
prohibited the city from enacting or enforcing
any similar laws. The vote led some organiza-
tions to cancel conventions in the city in pro-
test of what they said was prejudice against
Gays.

Scot Alans
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Gay Emancipation in the Netherlands; Is
Holland What The US Could Become?

By Henk Krol

The Netherlands have an extremely liberal
image abroad. For centuries, our almost
proverbial tolerance created a climate where
people of other beliefs and ways of life, in
search of a shelter, were glad to find a ha-
ven.

Even so, the liberal attitude towards Gays
and Lesbians is not really of very long
standing,

Twenty-five years ago, the Dutch still de-
spised or looked down on people who were
'sexually different’. But this negative attitude
changed very quickly, partly due to the rela-
tively strong Gay movement and its high
media profile. It is precisely because Dutch
personalities have been coming out for
much longer than in our neighbouring
countries, that young people were given the
opportunity to identify themselves as Gay
people.

Jewish children have Jewish parents,
Turkish children have Turkish parents, and
Black children have Black parents, but ho-
mosexual children, unlike them, have to
learn to cope on their own, without the
guidance of parents who share their situa-
tion. That is why it is even more important
for homosexual children to be able to iden-
tify with role models than for children be-
longing to other minority groups.

For almost thirty years now, generations
of Dutch children have had public figures to
model themselves on. Many artists, such as
the author Gerard Reve, but also an in-
creasing number of politicians and captains
of industry, make no secret of their homo-
sexual feelings. This has obviously been
very beneficial to the younger generation.

Almost nowhere else in the world does the
whole population have such a positive
opinion of their Gay compatriots. Here, peo-
ple who consider homosexuality an illness
are considered ill themselves.

This integrated tolerance is also very
manifest in the choice of the spokesmen and
spokeswomen who served as advocates in
the past, either self-appointed or at the re-
quest of the Dutch Gay movement.

It was already in the fifties that Prof. Dr.
Trimbos, a talented speaker, used his radio
and television columns to promote under-
standing of Gay people. The impact of his
message was very strong precisely because
he himself was an affirmed heterosexual.

The same was true for people as Koos
Postema and Mies Bouwman, well-known
Dutch TV hosts, who regularly pleaded for
more understanding in their TV shows.
Coming from them, the message was given
more weight than if it had been presented by
one of their many openly Gay colleagues.

It was particularly the less well- educated
section of the population that was positively
influenced by Mary Servaes, one of the most
popular entertainers of her time. Of all peo-
ple, it was this singer of tear-jerkers, mar-
ried and beyond any suspicion of personal
interest, who took a very forceful stand in

. favour of Gays and Lesbians in her simple,
but very direct songs. She became a verita-
ble champion of the cause.

Today, her role has been taken over by
such people as the singer Anneke Gronloh
and TV host Robert Ten Brink. As a conse-
quence, Holland has not developed any
ghettos. In contrast to many other countries,
there are no Gay neighbourhoods, and spe-
cial bars, Gay discos and Gay restaurants

are an exception. We can do without them.

Everyone is aware that the most famous
Dutch chef is a Gay man. Both homos and
heteros like to eat at his placé, not on ac-
count of his sexual orientation, but on ac-
count of his exquisite cuisine.

The same goes for well-known artists and
politicians. They are appreciated by the
whole population, not because of their sex-
ual orienation, but simply because of their
widely appreciated qualities.

That is why large Gay demonstrations like
those in New York, San Francisco, Sidney
and London, have never really got off the
ground in Amsterdam. This year, even the
annual Gay Pride event seems to have be-
come a thing of the past.

Dutch Gays do not limit their pride to one
day, they enjoy it all the time,

This has certainly contributed to the rela-
tive ease and speed with which aids educa-
tion got underway here. AIDS was never
considered as a typical homosexual disease.
Because it is a fact that the virus is easily
sexually transmitted, the Dutch are aware
that people who have many sexual partners
run the greatest risk. That holds for a small
number of homosexuals as well as for pro-
miscuous heterosexuals. But they too can
effectively protect themselves by always
using a condom.

The Netherlands, because of rapid and
effective information and advice and in spite
of, or maybe thanks to, its liberal attitude
towards sex, has a significantly lower per-
centage of HIV-positives than the countries
where a more bigoted attitude to sex pre-
vails.

Even most Dutch churches know how to
approach the subject with the utmost care
and discretion. In fact, the Gay battle seems
to be over in this little country behind the
dikes (excuse the pun).

Has discrimination of homosexuals com-
pletely disappeared then? It appears so. If
you check the last five volumes of De GAY
Krant (The Dutch national Gay newspaper)
you will see that at most, there have been a
few minor incidents. There certainly is no

. evidence of underlying discrimination. At

the very most, certain conservative Christian
circles still have some reservations about
homosexuals.

Soon however, a new problem might well
be caused by the growing group of Dutch
people from a foreign background. Many
immigrants, who were used to a completely
different climate regarding homosexuals at
home, still have to get used to Dutch toler-
ance. Especially in secondary schools, this
can give rise to misunderstanding.

Children from a strict Islamic or other or-
thodox religious background are increas-
ingly having difficulties with their homo-
sexual Dutch class-mates. In this respect, it
will become necessary to pay attention to
Dutch tolerance in the so-called accultura-
tion courses organized for new citizens by
the Dutch government, instead of only to
typical customs like eating a herring with
onions while standing up.

Now that Holland has recently changed
over to a regular army, similar problems
with conscripts have disappeared. Soldiers
with foreign parents did not always under-

. stand why they had to share their sleeping

quarters with boys who openly dared to ad-
mit their homosexuality. In any case, that

Nobel Winner: AIDS Vaccine Within Ten
Years, Won’t Stop Virus

Stockholm, Sweden—A winner of this
year's Nobel Prize in medicine predicted
Saturday, December 7", that within 10
years there will be a vaccine sharply slow-
ing the outbreak of full-blown AIDS in in-
fected people. _

Rolf M. Zinkernagel also said the vaccine
he envisioned would vastly reduce chances
that an HIV-infected person would transfer
the virus to other people.

But Zinkernagel said it would not com-
pletely eliminate chances of contracting the
mnfection.

Zinkernagel, a Swiss researcher, spoke at
a news conference with co-winner Peter C.
Doherty, an Australian who is a professor in
the Department of Immunology at the St.
Jude's Children’'s Research Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn.

The two man were awarded the prize in
October for their studies into the body's im-
mune system in the 1970s.

“HIV will not be a virus that we can
eliminate completely from an infected per-
son," Zinkernagel said. ... We will not be
able readily to prevent the infection com-
pletely, and we will not be able to control
the virus completely.”

He said a vaccine would only greatly de-
lay the outbreak of the AIDS, which ravages
the body's natural ability to ward off dis-

case.

"1 would think that within the next 10
years, we will have something reasonable in
terms of this type of vaccine," he said.

At present, the incubation period of AID_S
can be 10 years or longer. Zinkernagel said
that any vaccine would keep the viral infec-
tion in check so that full-blown AIDS
would take between 20 to 40 years to de-
velop. y

By that time, a person's likelihood of dy-
ing of another disease '‘may be as good as
dying from AIDS," said Zinkemnagel, a pro-
fessor at the Institute of Experimental Im-
munology in Zurich.

Doherty said a new class of drugs called
protease inhibitors, now being used to man-
age AIDS in wealthy Western countries, are
too expensive for victims in poor and devel-
oping nations.

He said that “it's very hard to know" how
successful the AIDS vaccine research will
be.

" But, of course, a vaccine is the only pos-
sibility for controlling AIDS worldwide,"
Doherty said. )

Doherty and Zinkernagel receiv%d their
awards on Tuesday, December 10™ along
with other Nobel Prize winners, from Swe-
den's King Carl XVI Gustaf, at a pomp-
filled ceremony in Stockholm.
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was something they would never had have
to experience in their own culture.

When the Dutch troops in the Balkans
were sent pin-up magazines, the Ministry of
Defence thought it the most normal thing in
the world to send some copies of Ma-
GAYzine along with the batch of Playboys.

Many foreigners are still trying to get used
to the fact that army advertisements for
military personnel are placed, among other
places, in De GAY Krant. Especially in
countries where Gays and Lesbians are still
banned from military service, such a per-
sonnel policy is seen as very liberal.

When President Mugabe of Zimbabwe
visited the Netherlands at the end of 1995,
and repeated on this occasion that, in his
view 'homosexuals are less than pigs' and
'sexual deviation should be eradicated like
ragwort’, criticism in the Second Chamber
(the Dutch Parliament) was unanimous.

Mugabe voiced these remarkable views at
a congress in Maastricht, under the watchful
eye of Mr Pronk, the Minister for Develop-
ment Cooperation. Pronk did not intervene,
but he did try to elicit reactions from the
particpants.

Afterwards, most politicians did not think
that was a good policy. Pronk subsequently
reassured parliament that he is a great sup-
porter of Gay emancipation, and again em-
phasized that he abhorred the utterances on
the subject by the president of Zimbabwe.

Putting his money where his mouth was,
Pronk decided to allocate development
funds to Third World Gay groups that pro-
mote Gay emancipation. This is how the
Netherlands has become the first country in
the world -where government funds are re-
served for supporting the struggle for eman-
cipation of Gays and Lesbians abroad.

1996 saw the start of a political debate
that is very important for the Dutch and
even for the international Gay movement.
Chances are that the Dutch politicians will
decide to open up the existing civil marriage
to Gay and Lesbian couples.

The first step in this direction was made
this year in the Second Chamber. The
American state of Hawaii is the only place
where a similar debate is taking place, but
the Dutch approach seems much more fun-
damental.

In the meantime, the Scandinavian coun-
tries (Denmark, Sweden, Greenland and
Norway) have developed a partner legisla-
tion that is accessible to people who are ex-
cluded from marriage. «Gay touples can
register in a separate partner register, giving
almost the same rights as the marriage reg-
ister. :

This is precisely the main objection of
practically all Dutch Gay- lib associations,
who argue not for 'almost the same rights’,
but for 'exactly the same rights'. In the Neth-
erlands, they clearly want to go one step
further.

This fits in entirely with the liberal Dutch
tradition described above. Not for nothing
does Article 1 of the Constitution state that
all people are equal, regardless of race, re-
ligion, origin or sexual orientation.

Moreover, for three years now, the Neth-
erlands has been the only country in the
world to have a national law forbidding
unequal treatment.

A legally valid marriage does not take
place in a wedding chapel, but in the town
hall. This legal marriage is the only one to
haye so-called “third party effect”. That
means that others, such as the national and
local authorities, employers, pension funds
and all other authorities and citizens, are
obliged to attach certain rights and duties to
this form of relationship.

If a couple signs a contract in the presence
of a solicitor, this means that only the part-
ners themselves are bound to the contract.
Besides, marriage is free of charge in Hol-
land, and the solicitor's fee for a private
partner contract can easily amount to several
hundred Euros.

Armed with these weapons, and so far
very successfully, the Gay movement has
been lobbying national politicians not to
create an arrangement resembling the Scan-
dinavian model, but one that is far simpler.
Ultimately, the majority seem to prefer to
extend the existing civil marriage. In the
Netherlands, the authority to conduct mar-
riages has always been the prerogative of
the boroughs, and so they have the greatest
expertise. .

For that reason, it is encouraging to see
that these same boroughs are taking on a
special role in the achievement of an opti-
mal result. In the meantime, more than 130
Dutch cities and towns have established a
special ‘'marriage register’ for Gay and Les-
bian couples, used in addition to the tradi-
tional marriage register.

In the future these 130 boroughs, alto-
gether representing at least 60% of the
Dutch populaﬁon, want to fuse these two
registers into one big partner register for
everyone. The fact that, if they were to do
this, the Netherlands would be out of step
with other countries naturally plays a part in
this debate. Still, for a country like the
Netherlands, this would be nothing unusual;

their liberal attitudes on the subjects of
euthanasia and the use of marijuana were
quite): out of step with other countries (in the
past).

Actually, for most Dutch people, this be-
ing out of step has been a positive experi-
ence. Most Dutch are proud of the liberal
ideas that make pioneers of them.

The only other objections against extend-
ing the existing marriage system are raised
by extreme Christian groups, who are a mi-
nority in national politics. Here and there, in
certain circles within the largest Christian
party, the CDA, and in smaller right-wing
parties, the misconception lives on that Gay
and Lesbian couples would not be fit to
adopt children.

Fortunately, the majority of politicians
(consisting of socialists and two groups of
liberals) and the population know better.
That has been shown many a time by sur-
veys. The Dutch are supported in their view
by many scientific studies which confirm
that children who are raised by same-sex
couples are, on average, better off than chil-
dren who are born in a heterosexual rela-
tionship.

After all, in certain heterosexual relation-
ships, it is quite possible that the child was
not really wanted. If two Lesbians or two
Gay men, after mutual deiiberation and
mature consideration, decide to sacrifice a
part of their personal careers in order to de-
vote themselves to raising children, in al-
most all cases this will provide a much
greater guarantee that the child will be
brought up in a caring environment.

In the Netherlands, 20,000 children are al-
ready being raised in non-traditional family
situations, and this is experienced as ex-
tremely positive.

The advantage alluded to earlier, of mar-
ried people having the right to their partner's
pension, is almeost old hat in the Nether-
lands. The two largest pension funds have
already established a partner pension. So
this financial snag has already been re-
moved.

It is quite likely that, apart from the exten-
sion of the civil marriage, a new, lighter re-
lationship contract will become possible.
Many politicians are in favour of this. This
new contract will be open to homos and het-
eros. What is very striking aboul the whole
debate on the extension of the existing civil
marriage, is that it is something Dutch
newspapers, radio and television pro-
grammes hardly look twice at.

Apparently, most journalists consider the
wishes of the Dutch Gay movement quite
normal and not the subject of dispute (and
therefore not worth reporting). This is not
the case for foreign journalists. Television
stations from Belgium, Germany, France,
the UK and the United States, covering this

uestion for their viewers, struggle o be

irst at the front door of De GAY Krant, the
two-weekly Gay and lesbian paper that
brought this item up as a political subject.

This again shows that the Netherlands are
apparently quite a way ahead on this point.
Still, it is a very good thing that this debate
is starting up, both here and in the rest of
the world.

When, shortly, the Netherlands take this
political decision, as one of the first coun-
tries to do so, this will also permeate to
other countries. As we witnessed earlier in
the debate on the toleration of marijuana
and the legalisation of euthanasia, a positive
spark might spread to discussions taking
place abroad. Who knows, this question
might become a subject for discussion in the
rest of the world much quicker than is cur-
rently anticipated.
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Madison's R Place Expected to
Reopen Soon as Scandals

By Bill Meunier

Madison- Thanks to Openly Gay Madi-
son Alderman Mike Verveer and the
Madison City Attomey's office, the City
apparently will not be losing one of its
more popular Les/Bi/Gay social spots, R
Place.

On January 16, Mike Newman shut the
doors on Madison's popular R Place
which was located at 121 W. Main Street.
But The Wisconsin Light has lsamed
that the closing is not expected to be
permanent. The bar will reportedly reopen
sometime in the next few weeks under a
new name, “Scandals.”

Newman was forced to close after his

son Danny, who was the license holder
left Madison. Danny Newman and his
lover Rich Fromm had been operating R
Place since its opening last spring.

Their sudden departure generated a
spate of reports regarding why they left
and where they went. The bar even threw
a “Good Bye Rich and Danny Party” in
absentia.

Mike and Nancy Newman kept the bar
going after their son left. A new sound
system was installed for the dance floor,
and plans were underway to keep R Place
a vital part of Madison's Les/Bi/Gay social

Please See R Place Page 27

Murder Mystery Event To Raise Funds
for Cream City Foundation

Milwaukee—The Cream City Founda-
tion (CCF) will hold a Murder Mystery
event to raise funds for the Gay and Les-
bian community.

The event on February 23, 1997, will
begin at 2:00 p.m. with cocktails and a
silent auction at Melanec's Wheelhouse
Dinner Theatre in Milwaukee. At 3:00
p.m., guests will be enjoying a dinner in-
cludmg entree choices of beef tenderloin,
orange roughy, chicken breast or a
vegetarian lasagna. Following dinner,
Melanec's theater group will present
“Phantom Cruise,” a delightful murder
mystery. At 6:00 p.m. Mama Roux bar
will host a “cast party” for attendees of
the event and actors from the show.

“We're having a lot of fun putting this
event together,” said Tony Rhodes, presi-
dent of the Cream City Foundation,

The Foundation celebrates its 15" anni-
versary this year.

“The Foundation,” Rhodes continued,

A B O

ik PRANTON GRULY

*decided that we needed to provide a
greater variety of events to include as
many in the community as possible. We
hope to be doing that once a month and
we are very happy with the help we've re-
ceived this time from Melanec's Wheel-
house.”

Tickets for the event are $50 per per-
son. Parking will be free.

Melanec's Wheelhouse is located at
2178 River Road, Milwaukee.

The Cream City Feundation is the only
grant-making, community-based founda-
tion in the state of Wisconsin whose sole
purpose is to support the changing needs
of the Gay and Lesbian community
throughout the state.

For more information or to purchase
tickets, contact: Designing Men, 1200 S.
1% Street: Mama Roux, 1875 N. Hum-
boldt; or call the Cream City Foundation
at (414) 265-0880.

A RD

Cream City Foundation Murder Mystery Event

Sunday,
February 23, 1997

2:00 PM -cocktails
3:00 PM -dinner and show
6:00 PM -"cast party” @ Mama Roux

Melanac's Wheelhouse Dinner
Theatre

2178 North Riverboat Road
Milwaukee

Free Parking

Designing Men, 1
Mama Roux, 18
or ¢ [I
Landmark Enterprises at 2?5 6355
or Cream City Foundation at
(414)265-0880,

Humbaoladt;

£ prie

CREBAM CI'TY | CCF isthe only grant

in the state of Wisconsin whose sole

based
POUNDATION/| purpose is to support :he changmg ne.ds of the gay and leshian community throughout the state.
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Concert Showcases World Premier of
‘Kaddish’ from Opera “Harvey Milk”

Madison—Directly from its world pre-
miere performances in the opera houses
of San Francisco, New York and Hous-
ton, Stewart Wallace and Michael Korie's
opera Harvey Milk finds its way to the
concert stage as the Madison Symphony
Orchestra and Chorus and guest soloists
under the baton of Maestro John DeMain
perform the final “Kaddish” from this op-
era about the assassination of two of San
Francisco's most prominent politicians.,

Scheduled for Saturday, February 22™
at 8:00 p.m. in the Oscar Mayer Theatre
of the Madison Civic Center, this per-
formance will also feature Haydn's
“Symphony No. 101 in D major and
Strauss's “Concerto in D major for Oboe
and Small Orchestra.

In the “Kaddish" from Harvey Milk,
Wallace returns to the events that in-
spired the opera. The opera tells of the
day in November, 1978, when San Fran-
cisco was shaken to its core by the as-
sassinations of City Supervisor Harvey
Milk and Mayor George Moscone.

The murders were committed by a dis-
affected former supervisor named Dan
White, who had stormed into City Hall.
Milk, targeted by White because of his
activism on behalf of San Francisco's
Gay community, has since become a
martyred focal point of Gay conscious-
ness and activism in America.

Wallace writes the following in his pro-
gram notes:

“Following the murders of Harvey Milk
and George Moscone, San Franciscans
responded by gathering for a silent, can-
dlelight march up Market Street from the
Castro District to City Hall. This music is
a response to that silent tribute and in-
cludes, interspersed with the choral
chanting of the Kaddish, remembrances
of those who were instrumental in Milk's
life and work.”

The opera Harvey Milk has received
favorable reviews at its second American
performance in San Francisco. A re-
viewer in The San Francisco Chronicle
wrote: “Milk was a brassy street politician,
an opera lover. He liked the fact that his
City Hall offices faced the opera house
and the Saturday before his assassina-
tion, he sat through a three hour war-
horse production. What would Milk think
today of his own story, an outsider who
breaks down tall castle gates and dies at
his moment of triumph?”

Wallace, composer of the “Kaddish,”
will be presenting a free prelude discus-
sion starting at 7:00 p.m. the evening of
the performance in the Marquee Room of
the Madison Civic Center.

Tickets for this concert are available at
the Civic Center Ticket Office, 211 State
Street, (608) 266-9055. Tickets range
from $18 to $35.

This concert has been generously
funded by the Dane County Cultural Af-
fairs Commission.
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MADISON SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

John DeMain, Music Director

presents the world premiere qf

“Kaddish”

from the new American opera - Harvey Milk

Saturday, February 22 ¢ 8pm
Madison Civic Center
211 State Street * Madison

Guest soloists and the
Madison Symphony
Orchestra and Chorus
under the baton of
Maestro John DeMain
perform the final
“Kaddish” from Harvey
Milk, an opera about the
assassination of two of
San Francisco’s most
prominent politicians.
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Randall Wong
Male Soprano/Countertenor

Concert sponsored by the Dane County
Cultural Affairs Commission

Call (608) 266-9055 for ticket information
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Boulevard Theatre
Presents Two CELEBRATE

One Act Plays in ’
February \:ALENTINE S

Milwaukee—The Boulevard Ensemble
will again introduce Milwaukee audiences
to challenging and entertaining theater by

remiering two works by playwrights -

Eugene O'Neill and Jon Robin Baltz. with your HOT

O’'Neill's seldom produced two charac-
ter dark comedy, Hughie, and Baitz's
monlogue play, Three Hotels will play LITTLE CHILI
under the collective umbrella gtle Heart-
break Hotels February 14" through
March 9" at the Boulevard Theatre, 2252 PEPPER
S. Kinnickinnic. Local director and ac-
tress, Maureen Kilmurry, will direct both
shows.

O'Neill's Hughie takes place in a dingy
hotel lobby in New York in the late 1820’s
as a down and out gambler vainly strug-
gles to converse with a bored and disin-
terested hotel clerk. Ensemble Artistic Di-

rector, Mark Bucher, and Milwaukee e 9
playwright and actor, Howard Goldstein,
will appear in this dark comedy.

Baitz’s Three Hotels features Tom a e/ a

Schimmels and Pamela Brown as a cor-
porate couple who explore and discuss
their dissolving corporate and personal
relationships over the course of staying in
a series of international hotels. Both
Schimmels and Brown are widely known
to Milwaukee audiences and highly re-
spected throughout the theater commu-
nity.

Photos by Bill Meunier

(and/or sweetheart) _

at

This Milwaukee premiere is by the
author of the upcoming film, “The Sub- Fl"E MEX'GA"
stance of Fire." Carl Eiche will contribute
his talents as I?oth scenic Ida;iginer and GUIS|NE
stage manager for this double bill.

S?nea 1hag§oulevard Theatre has been 7 DAYS A WEEK

selling out this past season, please book 734 South 5th Street

early by calling (414) 672-6019.
- 645-9888

Corner of 5th & National, across
from the Milwaukee Ballet

*kx 1/2

Dennis Getto
Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel

Tell your friends that

you read all about it in
The Wisconsin Light
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M 807 5. 5th Street  Milwaukee » 383-2233 -
< Friday Fish Thursdays & 3
© Fry J | T Saturdays @
< 5-10pm 6-8pm :
@ Abo serving Sandwiches & Appetizers o
¥ sandwiches, Weekly ' We Do Parties & ¥
' Specias, Boked Fish SISt »
% = ’ Banquets @
& Appmmr SOWE,

'Friday, Februar

Valentine’s Dinner
Special Menu with Surf & Turf for 2

(and of course our famous Fish Fry)
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

Saturday, Februar
Just Us Diva’s

Valentine’s Day Show

At 10pm @ No Cover
with Starr E. Nite, Sandy Beach, Mona
& Special Guests

La Cage Does Madison Okay perhaps there were a few Madison men out on the evening of Monday January 7
that weren't done by the La Cage staff, but they were probably very few. La Cage owners George and Corey
treated their employees and guests to dinner followed by a whirlwind tour of Madison's hot spols, A great time
was had by all at stops at Geraldine's, R Place (soon to be reopened as Scandals), the Shamrock and Manoeu-
vres. A great time was had by all.
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Is it a Slinky? This giant whatsamajigger is part of the act during the Mummenshcnaz trio’s
performance. The renowned mimes will be at Milwaukee's Pabst Theater on Friday February 7

A Troupe of
Marvelous Mimes
Comes to the
Pabst Theater

Milwaukee—The lights dim, the theater
falls silent, and a giant hand appears as
the curtain opens. Immediately, the audi-
ence burst out laughing. The mime ftrio
known as Mummenschanz are delighted.
Within seconds of starting “Parade,” their
80-minute retrospective show, they have
made contact with everyone present.

Mummenschanz's unusual form of si-
lent theater ends up appealing to all ages.
By using face and whole body masks, the
three players assume a bizarre array of
abstract, insect-like and symbolically
human shapes that convey powerful,
timeless emotion.

The name Mummenschanz which is
pronounced “moom-un-schonz," comes
from a term used to describe Medieval
Swiss soldiers who wore masks to hide
their reactions, but that explains little to-

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION!

day. Is it dance? Theatre? Mime? “It's a
masked theater and body sculpiure of
sorts,” Floriana Frassetto, one of the
three performers.

The troupe first performed in the U.S. in
1973 and acclaimed ever since.

“itts all very simple," said Bemie
Schurch, another of the performers. “We
all wear black costumes. We are not
supported by music or scenery. We be-
come an abstract piece or shape or vol-
ume or sculpture or character. But all de-
pends on the performer, who must give
his 100% to make the abstract mask
live."

In the end, however, it is the audience
that brings the creaturss to life. “The ba-
sic wish is to make people feel some-
thing, whatever it is,” Schurch said. “We
want to send a message from the stage
and open up a dialogue, whether through
laughter or silence or sigh or any other
kind of noise.”

Mummenschanz will be appearing at
the Pabst Theater in Milwaukee on Fri-
day, February 7", at 8:00 p.m. For tickets
and other information, call (414) 286-
3663.

February 6 to February 11

Taste The Authentic New Orleans
Culsine Everyone Is Raving About!

Special Dinner Menu

(In Addition to our Regular Menu)

Thursday Feb. 6
Catfish Ettufee

Friday Feb. 7

Cod and Catfish Fry, Seafood Gumbo

Saturday Feb. 8

Alligator Court Ableu

Sunday Feb. 9

Crawfish Boil All U Can Eat -$8.00

Monday Feb. 10

Grilled Salmon Jordan

Tuesday Feb. 11

Seafood Gumbo, Blackened Tenderloin

Plus Special Desserts Praliens and King Cakes

January 30, 1997 to February 12, 1997- THE WISCONSIN LIGHT-15

B The Pabst Theater is pleased to welcome back The Chenille Sisters on Saturday, February 1, 1997 at 8:00 pm.

A PBS favorite, the Chenille Sisters proved laught.er grace and rhythm for their audiences

/.A‘A

MAY YOUR HEART BE ALL A- FLUTTER
MAY YOUR BREATH COME FAST

MAY CUPID’S FIERY ARROW PIERCE YOUR

HEART
ON VALENTINE’S DAY AT

THISISIT

Happy Valentine’s Day from Joe, June and Staff

418 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee (414) 278-9192

1875 North Humboldt « Milwaukee
347-0344
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Mama Roux and The Wisconsin Light
Invite Y’All To Attend

A Wisconsin Light
SPOTLIGHT EVENT

A Mardi Gras Party
sunday February 10

4 PM to 7299
All You Can Eat Crawfish Boil
Free Miller Lite Taps
Costume Contest

Prink Specials

Nobody Celebrates Mardi Gras Like
The Wisconsin Light & Your Mama!




THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

The Rainbow Steps Aside For a Moment
as We Celebrate the Green and Gold

By Terry Boughner

A picture-perfect snowfall blanketed
Milwaukee. All was quiet in a wintry hush.
The stillness, however, had nothing to do
with the snow.

In Milwaukee and throughout Wiscon-
sin, it was Superbowl Sunday, For the
first time in nearly 30 years, the Green
Bay Packers had a chance to bring the
Lombardi Trophy back to where it was
meant to be, back home to Title Town, to
Green Bay.

For two weeks, ever since the Packers
had kicked the 49ers’ out of contention,
the only subject anyone could falk about
was the Packers in the Superbowl.

Green and gold were everywhere you
looked, there were songs on the radio—
lots and lots of songs played over and
over again ad infinitum. From the TV
newscasts came more about New Or-
leans than anyone wanted to know. To-
ward the end, there were those who were
heard to say (not too loudly), that enough
was honestly enough.

Every bar in town was holding a Pack-
ers Party. Why not? Superbowl Sunday
(now become “Packers Sunday”) is no
time to be alone—especially if it's your
team out there on the field. So, Jerry and
| set off through Milwaukee's own version
of the frozen tundra to see what there
was to see.

Station Il was filled to the brim. Green
and gold balloons, helmets and banners
festooned the bar. Women and men
crowded around the TV sets and shouted
to the echo as Green Bay got a touch-
down in the opening minutes of the
game.

“They're gonna win!" Cheryl assured
me, a bright smile wreathing her face.

| nodded in agreement, but thought, Oh
Lordy, what if they don't win? This state is
counting so heavily on a victory—it's pre-
destined, it’s in the bag. But nothing’s
predestined, nothing'’s in the bag.

But, when New England pulled ahead,
no one seemed discouraged in the least.
It was a temporary setback, nothing
more.

Just Us was serving their half-time
lunch when we got there. There were

DART TOSS
9pm-1:30am
$300 in prizes

TUESDAY

SHAKE A DICE

for your drink price

9 to Close

WEEKLY
SPECIALS

(IONDAY

brats (of course) and everything else to
make a tailgate party. Everyone in the
packed house was having a great time
amidst the green and gold.

By this time, the Packers had gone
ahead again. “They're winning," | said to
someone. She gave me a look as if to
say, “So, what did you expect?”

The 1100 Club had more green and
gold balloons than it was possible to
count. Grandma and Mike had gone all
out—and prepared a fantastic meal.

“Smile,” someone told me. “They're
winning! We're gonna do it! We're goin’
all the way!”
| nodded. | could only hope.

By now, however, the hope was
stronger. Green Bay's Desmond Howard
had scored a 99 yard touchdown. Jerry
and | had missed that. We'd been in the
car, but we heard about it and later, saw
it on tape.

Fannies was jammed as well. People,
by this time, knew Wisconsin had victory
in its grasp. The crowd was very definitely
in a party mood.

There wasn't a space left in the Boot
Camp’s parking lot. Water Street Docks
was crowded too. In La Cage, TV
screens looked down like benevolent eyes
telling of the victory that was now, only a
quarter away.

And so it went, Happy people packed In
Between. M&M was full. “They've won!"
someone exclaimed.

“You mean it's over?” | asked, thinking
I'd missed something.

“No, it's not over,” came the reply. “But
why doesn't New England just pack it up
and go home!?”

At that point the TV showed the very
glum-looking face of the Patriots’ coach.
Jerry, looking at it, said, “He knows."

It was in the fourth quarter when | got to
This Is It. The three TV sets placed at
strategic locations about the bar, each
had its cluster of eager, expectant fans.
While Jerry went off to Mama Roux to
get some pictures, | sat, watching, like
everyone else.

And then it really was over. The Green
Bay Packers had won the Superbow! and
all was right with the world.
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may read this, know that the LesBiGay-
Trans community of the Badger State
had a Packers Sunday the like of which
will probably not be seen again.

Oh, | know. The Packers may go back
to the Superbowl. | honestly think they
will. But never again will we here feel the
same rush that can only come with a
victory after nearly 30 years.

Those of our community beyond our
state should know that for a single, bright
moment, the rainbow colors gave pride of
place to the green and gold. And it was
great!

Entertainers Invited
to Send Demos for
PrideFest ‘97

Milwaukee—Wisconsin's PrideFest is
interested in previewing the up-and-
coming acts that can be found throughout
the Midwest. Entertainers are invited to
submit demo tapes, both audio and
video, for consideration for this year's
festival. Acts can include song, dance
and comedy.

“PrideFest has hosted many fine enter-
tainers in past years,” said Entertainment
Coordinator Jill Clark, “and we want to
build on that foundation. We are well
aware there are many new entertainers
working the circuit and we are very inter-
ested in seeing what they've got.”

Clark added, “We welcome music from
all venues, including high energy, hip-
hop, salsa, blues, jazz, folk, classical,
bluegrass, cajun, and rock. And, since
this is Milwaukee, we would even con-
sider throwing in some good, old fash-
ioned, polka. If the group thinks it has a
good sound, they should send in a
demo.”

Entertainers selected will be invited to
perform at this year's festival to be held
on June 6, 7 and 8, at Milwaukee's Henry
W. Maier Festival Park, locally known as
the Summerfest grounds. Over 12,000
people are anticipated to attend this
year's event.

Interested parties should send their
demo tapes to: PrideFest Entertainment,
P.O. Box 93852, Milwaukes, WI 53203.
For more information, contact Jill Clark at
(414) 954-9214. Demo tapes will not be
returned unless requested.

\/ [ would like \’
to thank

Everyone
for the Christmas
Gift of a trip to see

my mother in
North Dakota.

Special Thanks to:
Joe St. Clair
Bob Mazzacone
Tom Dace of

Travel Directions
The Oberons

and all my friends at
Mama Roux.

[ will never forget the
honor you have
given me.

You have shown me
the real meaning of
family and friends.

Love You All
So Very Much
Jasmine
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EVERYONE, for
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Make Us Your
ULTIMATE
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B.J. Daﬁiels Talké About Her Show at
Theater X, Her Career and Her Life

Interviewed by Terry Boughner

B.J. Daniels was one of the most Jumi-
nous stars of the drag queen stage. She
was one of a gifted handful that included
people like Rona, the late Holly Brown
and the late Ginger Spice. Together and
separately, they wooed them and
whowed them in Milwaukee, in Madison,
across Wisconsin and throughout the
Midwest. Individually and together, they
were “class acts,” highly talented people
who raised drag performing to the level of
fine performance art.

Holly and Ginger are gone. B.J. re-
mains. She is in retirement now, but will
be seen again in a Theater X late night
production of Charles Busch's Vampire
Lesbians of Sodom. Directed by Amy
Zeh, the play begins on February 27" and
runs through March 29"

Recently, B.J. sat down for an interview.
Snow was piling up on the streets below
her windows. Her cats sought top billing.
When they couldn't get it, they huffed
away. B.J. took some wine, Iit a cigarefte
and settled back.

Wisconsin Light: You're staring in
“Vampire Lesbians in Sodom. |
thought you were in retirement.”

B.J. Daniels: Well, yes, in a way. I've
retired from doing the typical “Gay" drag
show. | did that for (chuckles) a long
time. That was enough. | felt that | had
accomplished quite enough in that arena
and so now, I'm still involved in AIDS
benefits, but in a different way.

But this show is different. It's a different
way for me show my talent—and it just
so happens that | am playing a character
in drag. That makes it different because
it's different for me to play a character in-
stead of basically being myself.

So that made it okay for me, but this
(show) does not mark a return for me to
do anything more than a theater piece
now and then.

Theater X's late night series is really
been doing some neat things. So, | was
interested. | thought about it and |
thought this is a chance for me to get out
there and do something different.

I'm confident | can do it, but you gotta
take the challenge, you know? Who
knows when they're going to"stop offer-
ing.

WL: When did rehearsals start?

BJD: They haven't started yet. They
start on Monday (January 27" ). They'll
go for a month. But, you know, that's very
typical.

WL: What part do you play. Describe
it.

BJD: Well, the show is a spoof of old
vampire horror movies only with a very
decided Gay-ish slant to it. | play a char-
acter that builds.

| start out as a virgin sacrifice for the
dreaded Succubus in biblical times.
That's the first scene.

(It is a one-act play. | have to tell people
that who are afraid it might be too long
It's 45 minutes long.)

In the first scene, | don't have a name.
I'm just “the virgin."

The second scene is Hollywood in the
1920s when | meet the Succubus again.
She is now a silent film star. | am a
Broadway actress. She doesn't have a
clue that | am the virgin from years be-
fore. There is a confrontation between the
two of us and all hell breaks loose.

The third scene is set in Las Vegas. I'm
a movie star in decline. | meet up once
again with the Succubus who has fallen
on hard times. We come sort of a general
agreement.

It's a cute play, actually rather sweet.
It's all the things we need to have good
entertainment: funny characters, a little
bit of corn, sentiment, and a lot of outra-
geousness.

It's not a great stretch for me to play
this character, | don't think. (She pauses,
laughs) Maybe the virgin.

WL: Let's talk a little bit about B.J.
Are you a Wisconsinite?

BJD: I'm from Wisconsin. | grew up in
a little town called Rockdale. It's near
Madison. Tobacco farmer. | grew up on a
tobacco farm. But it was always my des-
tiny, | think, to do something in the thea-
ter. | always wanted to play make-
believe. I'd get up on the back of a to-
bacco wagon and it would be my stage.

| remembering discovering late movies
on Channel 6. My parents would go to
bed and | would sneak down and watch. |
remember taping 42" Street from the
TV. | must have been about 9. | loved
that. Flying Down to Rio, that was one
that | really liked.

| would play those tapes and act out the
numbers. | loved it.

WL: Fast forward. You come to Mil-
waukee . . .

BJD: | came here in '82 on invitation of
Ginger Spice who was forming a show.
She came to Madison to have a show
there. She met me—| was Miss. Gay
Madison at that time—and she said,
“Would you like to come to Milwaukee
and do shows with us?" | jumped at the
idea.

So, when | first came to Milwaukes,
they introduced me as B.J. from Madison.
That was my name.

It was Rona, now at M&M, who gave
me B.J. Daniels because it was the early
‘80’s. Everybody partied a lot and | drank

Jack Daniels. Haven't touched it for a.

decade, but Rona decided | should marry
the bottle of Jack Daniels. She actually
altered a bottle of Jack Daniels and put a
“B" on it and crossed out the “ack™ and |
became B.J. Daniels. -

WL: And you performed at Club 2197

BJD: 219 for 13 years.

WL: Talk about some of the people
you knew, especially Holly Brown.

BJD: Holly was inspiring to me because
she was sooo theatrical. The thing that
was neat about Holly was that we shared
a common love of old films and the
glamour of Hollywood in the ‘30's and
‘40’s.

Holly was the one who said, “It's all
about costume, darling. You should al-
ways be glamorous. You should always
be beautiful." And | took that to heart.

That was really when people started to
recognize me, | think, as more than some
bar drag queen. Under the influence of
Holly and Ginger (Spice), | blossomed.

Holly taught me about food and wine.
She was the one who got me interested in
art. Now, | love art. | go to art galleries. |
have a lot of friends who are artists. Holly
showed me that being a performer in
drag did not mean what the public thinks
about performers in drag.

Holly showed me that you be intelligent,
that you can be witty, talented, do all
these things and still be a drag queen.
Have the title “drag queen” mean value,
not low class, not some drunk, not some
cheap, tawdry thing. .

| took Holly and Ginger Spice as exam-

_ples of class. They really pushed home

the message that if | wanted to be, |
could be any kind of performer that |
wanted to be. | was no cheesy, sideshow
thing. That | could actually have some
value to people; that | could impart
meaning to the performances that | was
doing.

My performances were more than just
throwing on a wig and some make up.
They could have substance.

5 i
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BJ Daniels

Holly and Ginger instilled in me the de-
sire for respect for my performances and
for the talent that | had. | think about both
of them every day. They taught me to ex-
pect more of myself and my audiences to
expect more, too.

| think Holly influenced Ginger a lot,
too. It was Holly who brought head
dresses to Milwaukee. Holly taught me
how to sew. She told Ginger and me,
“People don't go to see a show to see
somebody in crap they bought in a mall.
They want to see something.”

Holly, Ginger and me, we were really
kind of a “holy trinity" there for ‘awhile.
We did an act. We toured, the three of
us. We took it out of the Gay bars. We
went to straight clubs.

| think that's why drag is in such bad
state right now. It just is in Milwaukee be-
cause there's no commitment to the art
form. There's a commitment to the cheap
fame and the cheap gratification of peo-
ple knowing who you are. That does not

The Late Holly Brown

equal talent or respect.

WL: Talk about Rona. She's one of
my favorite people.

BJD: Oh, | love Rona.

WL: Rona impresses me as an ex-
tremely talented person.

BJD: (claps her hands) Extremely tal-
ented! Yes!

| first saw Rona way before | ever met
her. She was on the cover of Escape
magazine. She was wearing a black and
white dress and had won Miss Gay Wis-
consin. | saw that cover and | said, “l will

be Miss Gay Wisconsin!” | saved that
cover. | still have it.

(Rona reigned as Miss Gay Wisconsin
from 1981-1982. Ginger Spice reigned as
Miss Gay Wisconsin from 1988-1989.)

Rona was an icon to me. | remember
that she came to Madison and | thought
she was just so beautiful and she dressed
so wonderfully . She was somebody who
| could aspire to be like. So, | credit Rona
with me entering the Miss Gay Wisconsin
competition in the Pageant in the first
place.

WL: You've had a long and brilliant
career. What was the highlight?

BLD: | think the highlight for me was
winning Miss Gay Wisconsin in 1984 be-
cause titles meant something to people. It
used to be a fun event fo go to—and I'm
not putting down what's going on now.
Times change. But at that time, there was
excitement. There was something special
going on. People aspired to the title, they
worked hard on it. The title was held in
high regard and | worked hard on that.

| can still remember the people stand-
ing up and crying. People appreciated
something | had worked hard to prepare
and show them. That was it.

It meant something to have Rona say,
“You're Miss Gay Wisconsin now,”

I'll be real candid. | think now, there's
far too many people who just don't care.
They don't care who Miss Gay Wisconsin
is, but they did then.

You were asked to do thing, benefits. |
did them gladly. | can't even tell you how
many | did.

Now, there's a sad quality about drag
now where people think that they're better
than they are and they expect a lot and
they don't deserve it. They haven't earned
anything.

WL: When | interviewed the late Di-
vine, she talked about her “persona”
that she took off and put on. Is that
how you see it?

BJD: | think at the base of every char-
acter that you do, every queen, | think
you are taking elements of yourself that
you couldn’t express in any other way,
and you're bringing them forward. As B.J.
Daniels, | was bringing the feminine side
of me out, but | don't think you can say
that there was a separate entity.

WL: Looking back on your career,
what was the funniest moment?

BJD: Quiet a few. Probably, the funni-

Please See BJ Daniels Page 18
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The Late Ginger Spice

BJ Daniels

Continued from Page 17

est things | did with Holly and Ginger
when we were out on the road. They were
both of them, very mischievous people.
They loved to play jokes. There were so
many, | can't even think of one particular
thing.

For example, when Holly or | was on
stage, Ginger would take a piece of a wig
and put it on a wire. Then, she'd say, “Did
| tell you, there's bats up here. | saw
bats.”

Of course, Holly and | didn't believe her
and we'd forget about it. But the next
thing you knew, you'd have this hair in
your face—even when you were on stage.

WL: What was the most embarrass-
ing thing? .

BJD: When Robert Uyvari (d. June 4,
1986) construcied a stage, he really
didn't give too much thought to the per-
former. He loved the aesthetics of things.
He designed a stage once at 219 that had
little round stairs, just circles, no sup-
ports. | was to do a grand number com-
ing down those stairs every so beautifully.
| missed an entire stair, landed on my

Former Milwaukee
Residents Open
B&B in Key West

Milwaukee—Les Vollmert, long-time
Historic Preservation officer for Milwau-
kee, and Paul Masse, a Milwaukeean,
have purchased and opened Knowles
House in Key West, Florida. The bed &
breakfast, currently accepting reserva-
tions, caters to the Gay and Lesbian

~ community.

Knowles House is a restored 1880's
Conch House located at 1004 Eaton
Street in the Old Town Historic District of
Key West. Gay-owned and operated, the
small, intimate bed & breakfast has five
guest rooms.

Vibrant hibiscus and lush tropical gar-
dens blanket the property which also in-
cludes a secluded sun deck and a
“clothing optional,” heated plunge pool.
An ample continental breakfast is served
daily and on weekends there is a social
hour with complimentary beverages.

Volimert, an architect, and Masse, an
interior designer, bring years of practical
experience to their hosting duties at
Knowles. They have already redecorated
the entire house using fine furnishings
and designer fabrics to create an atmos-
= phere of casual elegance unique among
Key West's Gay guesthouses. Vollmert
and Masse plan fo continue renovating
the residence through 1997.

“If you are vacationing in paradise, you
shouldn't stay at just another guest-
house,” Masse said. “Knowles House is
more like a home than a hotel and we

<~ Want to pamper our guests with attentive

personal service in a comfortably stylish
setting. You are not just a room number
to us—you're among friends at Knowles
House,"” he said.

Vollmert added, “We look forward to
seeing many of our Milwaukee friends."

Knowles House is located in a hand-
some residential area near many of the
city's popular Gay guesthouses. Only five
blocks away is bustling Duval Street, the
site of Key West's fine restaurants and
interesting shops, and the center of its
scintillating nightlife.

For rates or additional information,
gze:sazse call 1-800-352-4414 or (305) 296-

butt and wound up in the audience. |
stood up, got back on stage and went on.

Uyvari was another person who told me
not to think of myself as a drag queen,
but an artist,

| go back to that. If you want respect,
you have to eam it. If you want applauss,
you have to eam that too.

WL: Do you ever go out to see
shows?

BJD: Rarely. | go when asked. It de-
presses me pretty much. It really does,
the ingenuity that Holly and Ginger had,
the glamour, they're gone. It's not there.

There are a couple of people perform-
ing today who go the extra mile. One is
Lily White. The other one is Shauna.
They're not afraid to look different, to try
different things.

You can't do the same tired old ballads,
the same costumes. There's nothing in-
teresting for the audience to hear or see.

| say no wonder the audiences don't
want to go and see it. | don't blame them.

If you're going to perform, hopefully,
you've got some sort of message, some-
thing that you can do to give. It's not all
about taking tips and making money. It's
about giving something back that's 01
value to the community.

Whatever |'ve done, pales in compari-
son to the people on the front lines of
AIDS research, working at the (Brady
Street) Clinic, at MAP (the Milwaukee
AlDS Project). Those people are my he-
roes.

Those people are the real stars, not me.
Those people are the saints of the com-
munity. These people should have their
pictures plastered in Wisconsin Light all
the time.

WL: You, Holly, Ginger and Rona
were—are—class acts.

BJD: That's true. None of us ever did
any of this crotch grabbing. | see these
queens doing this stuff and it's just sick.
There's nothing wrong. Don't get me
wrong. I'm all for the First Amendment.
But | don't think it's talent, doing sleazy
stuff. What happened to talent?

It bugs me to go to these shows be-
cause the people who are doing these
things are really bad. They've set back
drag years and years. It adds no value to
our community.

| retired when | realized that | couldn’t
return fo the glory. days of Holly and Gin-
ger. That's why I'm doing this play, fo
bring some kind of fun, Gay theater for
people to see; to get them out of the bars
and into the theater to see somsething
they'll like.

WL: The play is a coat rack on which
to hang memories, isn't it?

BJD: It is, it really is. In my role, I'll be
using bits of Holly, bits of Ginger because
these were real, larger than life broads.
They had a real empathy with their audi-
ences.

I'd love to see more Gay people go fo
the theater. We've gotta stop limiting our-
selves to Gay themes.

But this show is great. Even if you're
the butchest guy on earth, there's still
something funny about Lesbian vam-
pires.

WL: Do you ever get the urge to
come out of retirement?

BJD: No. Some things are better left to
memory.

Tell Your Friends That
You Read All About it

in The Wisconsin Light

Jerry Johnson
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GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS

MILWAUKEE

Skylight Opera Theatre

The Skylight Opera Theatre is presenting
“Cowboy Cabaret” after each Friday and
Saturday evening production of Cesi Fan
Tutte through February 9. “Cowboy Caba-
ret” is free and open to the public, and is
sponsored by Miller Brewind Company.
Miller Cabaret performances are in the Sky-
light Bar and begin at 11:00 p.m,

Woodland Pattern Book Center
Kenny Fries, award-winning writer, will
be appearing at Woodland Pattern Book
Center, 720 E. Locust Street in Milwaukee
on Saturday, February 8“. Fries will be
reading from his recently published book of
, Anesthesia. Tickets are $5 and $6.

Call (414) 263-5001 for more information.

Will Fellows at Schwartz’s
Will Fellows, author of Farm Boys: The
Lives of Gay Men from the Rural Mid-
west, will be discussing his book at
Schwartz Bookshop in Shorewood on
Wednesday, February 5", beginning at 7:00
pm. The event is free and open to all.

Walking on Eggshells

A support group for family members, part-
ners and friends of those with borderline
personality disorder (BPD) meets at 11:00
am every Saturday at the Recovery Center,
5225 N. Ironwood Rd., Suite 216 in Glen-
dale, Wisconsin. The group is led by addic-
tions counselor Anna Gillette and is based
on the booklet “Walking On Egg-
shells."Call (414) 961-1447 for more in-
formation.

WALWATOSA

Village Playhouse
The Village Playhouse of Wauwatosa is
proud to present selections from Quilt: A
Musical Celebration on February 15 at
7:30 pm. at Plymouth Church, 2717 E.
Hampshire, A donation of $5 is asked.

Video Club

The Madison Gay Vu:!co Club will meet
on Saturday, February 8" at 8:00 pm to view
The Bird Cage and Possesslon -

On Saturday, February 22" the Video
Club will meet to view Wild Reeds and The
Road Home at 8:00 pm. Call Larry at (608)
244-8675 (evenings) for more information.

Ten Percent Society Dance
The Ten Percent Society at UW-Madison
will be holding its Valentine’s Ball on Fri-
day, February 14 beginning at 8:00 pm in
the Great Hall, Memorial Union, Admission
is $3. There will be a DJ and a cash bar.

GREEN BAY

Have A Heart Dinner

Have A Heart '97, 6" Annual Dinner,
Show and Silent Auction, will take place on
Saturday, February 8" in the Phoenix Room,
on UW-Green Bay's campus. The event is
sponsored by Center Project, Fox Valley
AIDS Project in Appleton, and Manitowoc
Qutreach Project in Manitowoc. All money
raised stays in northeast Wisconsin to help
fight AIDS.

For reservations or more information, call
Stan Kocos at (414) 437-7400.

MADISON

Advocates for Battered Women

Dane County Advocates for Battered
Women (DCABW) is currently recruiting
and cross-training volunteers for its 24-hour
crisis line, Children’s Program, Housing
Program, Hospital Advocacy, Outreach and
Shelter Programs. If you would like to join
their efforts, please call (608} 251-1237.
Training begms on February 3.

Wrestling Club
The Madison Wrestling Club will meet on
February 9 for practice and instruction at
1:00 pm. Beginners are welcorne
On Sunday, February 23", the Wrestling
Club will meet at 1:00 pm for practice and
instruction. Beginners welcome. Call (608)
244-8675 (evenings) for more information,

Manys

2526 East Washington ® Madison, Wl ® 608.244.2959

Join Us

For Our

FRID AY, FEBRUARY 14

ENTERTAINMENT
FUN
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1

1100 CLUB & THE OBERONS
HOLD LEATHER SWAP MEET &

SALE

Milwaukee’s 1100 Club, 1100 S. First
Street will be the site of a Leather Swap
meet and sale starting at 3 PM.

The “meat” will include a spaghetti feed.
It will be followed by a 10 PM Beer Bust
and an after hours party hosted by the
Castaways.

The Swap meet
Sunday February 2"

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6
MANOEUVRES HOLDS FOAM AND
UNDERWEAR PARTY

Those ever so creative minds at
Madison’s Manouevres have put together
a wild time. It's a Foam and Underwear
Party.

So if you are into foam or underwear or
both head on down to Manoeuvres, 150
S. Blair Street.

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7

ZA'S PRESENTS A SPECIAL SHOW

Za's in Green Bay, 1106 Main Street,
will help everyone get over those post
Super Bowl blahs with a special show.
Miss Gay Wisocnsin US Of A, Josie Lynn
and Miss Gay Green Bay US of A, Kelli
Jo Klein will be on hand with some very
special guests.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 8

CENTER PROJECT DINNER

The Center Project's Annual Have A
Heart Dinner will be held at UW-Green
Bay's Phoenix Room.

For tickets and reservations contact
Stan Kocos at the Centra Project, (414)
437-7400.

OBERON KIDS WITH AIDS FUN

RAISER AT MILWAUKEE’S

MAMA ROUX BAR AND GRILL

Those butch men in leather, the
Oberons are at it again. They will be
holding a Club Night at Mama Roux, 1875
N. Humboldt, Milwaukee.

You can win a fabulous Mountain Bike
(work those thighs girl) and other prizes.
There will be a $5.00 Beer Bust too.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT
MARDI GRAS SPOTLIGHT
PARTY AT MAMA ROUX

Jmll also be held on

Mama Roux, 1875 N. Humboldt will be

the site of our very special Mardi Gras
Party. The popular East Side Bar and
Restaurant has some of Milwaukee's best
authentic New Orleans Cajun Food.

The party which begins at 4:00 will
feature an all you can eat Crawfish Boil
for just $8.00. There will also be free
Miller Lite taps (while they last) a costume
contest, door prizes and drink specials.
The costume contest will be held at 7:00.

The party is part of the bar's Mardi Gras
celebration which begins on Thursday
February 6. Don't miss it.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1124,

MANOEUVRES MARDI GRAS FETE
Manoeuvres 150 S. Blair Street will be
celebrating Mardi Gras with its second
annual Mardi Gras bash.
Food fun and more will be yours for the
taking at this fabulous celebration of “Fat
Tuesday.”

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14
MARY’S OPENS IN MADTOWN

Mary's a new Les/Bi/Gay bar in Madison |

will be holding a Grand Opening party this
evening. The new digs located at 2526 E.
Washington (just up the street from
Geraldine’s) will be ready to welcome Gay
men and Lesbians alike.

The Party will include
tainment. There is no cover.

THIS IS IT VALENTINE’S PARTY

This Is It will be holding its special
Valentine's Day gathering where couples
can bill and coo and singles may find the
wonder of their heart's desire.

M&M Club

The M&M Club's Glass Menagerie is
always a-glow on Valentine’'s Day. The
lighting is soft, candlelight flickers in
lovers' eyes—and the food, as always, is
extra special. But CALL FOR
RESERVATIONS. The Glass Menagerie
is always packed. (414) 347-1962

live enter-

INVITED

SOUTH WATER ST DOCKS

HOSTS UNDERWEAR PARTY
South Water Street Docks located at
354 E. National Ave, will be holding a

Valentines Day Underwear Party and
Contest.

There will be special prizes for those
with the best um er assets. For more
information contact the bar by calling
225-9676 or better yet see your
favorite South Water Street Docks
bartender.

MADISON’S MANOEUVRES

HOLDS VALENTINES DAY PARTY

Manoeuvres will be holding a very
special Valentine Day Party to help you
celebrate with your special Valentine or if
need be to find a Valentine.

You can bet that Ed, Charlie and their
staff will be ready with some special
surprises for everyone in attendance.
Manoeuvres is located at 150 S. Blair,

; Madison

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15
JUST US VALENTINE'S SHOW
Those sweeties at Just Us, 807 S. Fifth
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Street, Milwaukee will be holding a
Valentine's Day Show featuring Starry
Night, Mona, Sandy Beach and special
guests.

This free show will be a star studded
tribute to love and Valentine's Day. Be on
hand early to make sure you get a good
seat for this 10 PM revue.

Think There’s Nothing To
Do This Evening?
Call (414)299-0857
The Wisconsin Light
SpotLine

And Think Again!

1506 North 3rd Street « Superior, WI

sEAL A,

(715) 394-2580

Thursday - Karaoke
Friday & Saturday - DJ
Sunday - Request Night

Bootmen and Gay
Harley Group to
Hold Leather Swap
Meet at 1100 Club

Milwaukee—Members of the Wiscon-
sin Boot Men (WMB), and the Great
Lakes Harley Riders (GLHR), are holding
a Leather Swap Meet & Sale, followed by
a 10:00 p.m. beer bust at the 1100 Club,
Saturday, February 1%, starting at 3:00
p.m. and continuing till closing. The day
will also include a spaghetti feed hosted
by the Oberons. The Castaways MC will
host an after hours party.

This event is in conjunction with the
1100 Club's Annual Club Apprematlon
Day held on Sunday, February 2™ and is
open to all individuals and retail vendors
wishing to display, sell, trade, or buy new
and used leathers, boots and related ac-
cessories. Space will be available on a
first-come basis. Persons with one or two
items for sale can consign same to the
GLHR/WBM table. There is no admis-
sion, consignment or selling fees.

Other activities throughout the after-
noon and evening include: a WESCO
Boot Company representative available to
answer Boot-related questions, advise
and measure for custom boots; several
well-known boot blacks from Chicago;
bondage and other demonstrations by
special interest groups from Minneapolis,
Chicago, Milwaukee, and Madison.
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DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX!

4 Different Places to Party,
Dance or Relax

/ Bars - 2 Dance Floors
4 Sound Systems
Video - Food

% Games - Dancing
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INTER 97

GRUBB'S PUB open Wednesday-Saturday, 8pm
Serving Char Broiled Sandwiches, Appetizers and our
Famous Mozzarella Sticks

-+ Mondays
* Tuesdays

* Wednesdays

¢ Thursdays
* Fridays

> Saturdays

“Shake A Drink”
Beer Bust + Rail Price

Cuervo with John

Super Bust
Super Bust

No Cover for Cardholers

and their Guests

Where Milwaukee

S,
Parties B P
e 32
Cocktail Hour, 8-10 Nightly « “Shake A Drink” SR

801 - 807 South 2nd Street

- Milwaukee - 383-8330
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Super Bowl Sunday Parties In Milwaukee

Photos by Jerry Johnson and Bill Meunier
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| The 1100 Club 1100 S. First Street

Fannies - 200 E. Was

L

The M & M Club 124 N Water St.



OUT & About

Kicking their heels- The Shoreline Dancers celebrated their first anniversary at Just Us. A large crowd enjoyed
the dance and a fine show. Oluumgrar.amsborclmcmdmsﬂ.s

Rases for ;Rm Jnsmn:u. a5 Mama Roux's mnmhxl:mn to the Stars For AIDS benefit at B's on Saturday Janu-
ary 25. She was presented with a lovely bouquet during her fine performance.
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I The Life The Febryary! installment of the nationally syndicated Les/Bi/Gay Television show, “In the Life”
featires a segment “Insurrection Holding History” a new comedy about sexual and racial ethics. Shown above

are two actors from “Insurrection” Robert Barry Flemming and Jermeiah Bichett

“In The Life” Celebrates Gay Culture,
Image, Diversity in Black History Month

By Lester Strong
Controversy, culture, identity, diversity,
image, Black History Month, In The
Life's February/March, 1997 episode of-
fers a smorgasbord of eight segments:
Controversy—New Orleans is fa-
mous for its Mardi Gras celebration
every spring, and has a reputation
for “anything goes." But despite the
city's friendly image, its home state
of Louisana still has a strict sodomy
law on the books. In the show's first
segment, host Katherine Linton pro-
files the work of two New Orleans
men—Gay, white lawyer John Rawls
and straight, African-American law
professor John Penny—as they seek
to forge a successful strategy for
challenging the statute in the courts,
e Culture—0Of course, New Orleans is
famous for its rich cultural and his-
torical ambiance. The second seg-
ment therefore joins Bob Batson on
his Gay Heritage Tour, as he points
out locations in the city's French
Quarter associated with Gay contri-
butions to that mix.

¢ [dentiy—The third segment moves

on to Savannah, Georgia, home of
“The Lady Chablis.” Born male, but
living as a woman since her teens,
Lady walks ITL viewers through a
“fabulous” day in her life, including a
visit to her midnight show as a fe-
male impersonator at Savannah's
Club One.

e Diversity—Next, ITL talks with col-

laborative art team of Hillary Loone
and Jennifer MacDonald. Their latest
project is “Passing,” a stunning video
installation that explores some of our
society's deepest fears—among
them homophobia and racism—to
explain how and why people feel they
must “pass” for something they are
not.

e [mage—In the fifth segment, ITL cor-
respondent Tanya Barfield explores
the current “Gay Marketing Moment”
and why companies as diverse as
Ikea, NAYA, AT&T, and the United
Colors of Benetton are chasing the
“‘Gay dollar." The story offers
glimpses of some extraordinarily
frank TV and print ads aimed at the
Lesbian/Bisexual/Gay populace.

e |dentily redux—the sixth segment

takes a look at being Gay and Jewish
from the perspectives of two films
currently in production: Sandi Du-
bowski's Trembling Before G-d,
which explores the world of Gay Or-
thodox and Hasidic Jews, and Alisa
Lebow's and Cynthia Madansky's
Treyf (a Yiddish term meaning
“nonkosher”), which examines
through the medium of their own
lives what it means to be Jewish,

ert O'Hara’s imaginative recreation of
Nat Turner's 1831 slave rebellion in
Virginia that places a Gay love affair
at its center.

»  And in the eighth segment, two Black
writers—Shawn Steward Ruff and
Samuel R. Delaney—discuss the
growing market for Gay African-
American writing.

This episode of In The Life airs in Mil-

waukee Thursday, February ", at 11:00

p.m. on Channel 10.

Jerry Grillo, Jazz
Vocalist, to Perform
at Art Museum in
February

Milwaukee—Jerry Grillo, celebrated
Milwaukee-based jazz vacahst will be
performing on February 7" at the Mil-
waukee Art Museum from 5:30 to 8:00

|:)Grilk:; will be performing on Fridays,
February 14, 21 and 28, at the City
Grille, Van Buren and Brady Strest,
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

On Saturday, February 8, Grillo will
perform at Café Café, 7214 W. North
Avenue, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.

There is no cover at any of these
events.

AfterWords Events

Monday, February 9
Afterword's Book Ciub - 7:30p.m., Lets
Get Criminal by Lev Raphael

Thursday, February 13
Afterword's Gay/Lesbian Writers Club -
7:00p.m.

Thursday, February 20
Lesbian Reading Group - 7:00p.m.,
Serving in Silence by Margarethe
Cammermeyer & Chris Fisher. New
members are always welcome!

Friday, February 21
Free, Anonymous HIV Testing BESTD
Clinic Outreach 7:30p.m. - 10: 30p m.
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BOOT CAMP SALOON

MILWAUKEE'S
LEATHER / LEVI BAR

progressive, and Lesbian or Bisexual 209 E. National
A Super Sunday There were many fine parties on Super Bowl Sunday including two shown above. The La or Gay in today’s America. Milwaukee, Wi
Cage Girls did a great routine as part of that bar’s half time show. Meanwhile over at In Between, SpotLight ¢  Correspondent Darius de Haas visits 414-643-6900

Editor presented owner Curt Peck with a collage of pictures he had taken at the bar during the season. Later the New York's Public Theater and the
La Cage Cheer Leaders came to In Between to do their thing too! (Way to show cornmunity spirit ladies) set of Insurrection, playwright Rob-
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Panic Attack The very funny John Clecse has a pani
is now playing everywhere

"

¢ attack in this scene from “Fierce Creatures.” The comedy

‘Fierce Creatures’ May Not be Profound,
But it is Just Plain Riotous Fun

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn does not like sequels, period.
Unquestionably, an original idea (or at
least as close a facsimile as Hollywood is
likely to be able to come up with) is vital
to the creation of a successful, entertain-
ing major motion picture. Sequels are
paie imitations, period.

Upon receiving his assignment to re-
view Fierce Creatures, the latest mad-
ness from the wild and wacky people that
brought us outrageous A Fish Called
Wanda, Glenn was suitably dubious.
Glenn is usually suitably dubious. Need-
lessly suitably dubious as it turns out
since Fierce Creatures is not actually a
sequel. Ah, but is Fierce Creatures an
equal? Only worldwide box office (and
Glenn, of course) will tell.

At the center of Fierce Creatures is a
small British zoo which somehow ends
up being purchased by a rough and tum-
ble corporate magnet named Rod McCain
(Kevin Kline). Rod McCain is a simple
man with one simple rule in business: a
20% retun on investment. No "ifs", no
"ands”, and definitely no "butis", oops..
no "buts".

Immediately McCain finds just the right
man for the job of running the zoo and
turning the zoo into a “cash cow™ Ex-
Hong Kong cop Rollo Lee (John Cleese).

How, you might ask? Well, Glenn tells
all: A Fierce Creature policy. A Fierce
Creature policy? Simple. Make the zoo a
real, bonafide tourist destination by elimi-
nating all of those boring old domesti-
cated animals and make the zoo 100%
fierce. What about cute and cuddly?
What indeed.

Meanwhile, back in America, Willa
Weston (Jamie Lee Curtis) has just been
hired by McCain to run one of his busi-
nesses. Oops, he just sold that business.
No problems, McCain has lots of busi-
nesses, lots of jobs.

For reasons that remain anonymous,
Willa requests and receives assignment
at the above mentioned zoo. As part of
her assignment Willa is required to take
along and supervise McCain's dorky,

oversexed son Vince (Kevin Kline again).

Hey, hold your horses, that enterprising
Vince comes up with some pretty novel
ideas for making hay at the zoo.
Wouldn't the zoo keepers look cute cos-
tumed as the animals under their care?
You bet they do, especially if the cos-
tumes are in maghnificent day-glo colors.

On the other hand, how about corpo-
rate and celebrity sponsorship for the
various exhibits? You'd pay to see Bruce
Springsteen’s tortoise, wouldn't you?
What about “Absolute Fierce"? Pretty
gosh, darmn clever. As proved in Fierce
Creatures, the possibilities are absolutely
endless, pun fully intended!

What about romance? Fierce Crea-
tures really delivers the goods. Vince
and Willa. Willa and Rollo. Rollo and a
variety of some not some not so fierce
creatures.

A warning to those ever so discriminat-
ing moviegoers who seek out truly great
cinema: literate, profound, monumental:
Fierce Creatures just ain't it. Then again,
few cinematic comedies in recent mem-
ory have been as inventive, as original, or
simply just plain fun.

The Wanda alumnus generally prove to
be a delight. John Cleese (also co-
scriptor) concocts a perfect blend of bluff
autocrat and romantic marshmallow.
John Cleese has never been so human,
never been so funny. Jamie Lee Curtis is
that rare actress to can act smart, intelli-
gent and funny while all around her is de-
scending into madness. Michael Palin is
a stitch as Adrian “Bugsy” Malone, the
man who can't shut up. And Kevin Kline?
Well, he isn't anymore annoying than
usual, 'nough said!

Fierce Creatures is not a great film, no
Oscars are on the horizon. But. Oh yes
there is a but. But, Fierce Creatures is
easily one of the most fun cinematic
ventures that Glenn has experienced in a
long, long time. Just about had Glenn
almost peeing in this pants. What
greater compliment!

Rating : $$$$ (scale $ to $55$%%)

‘Portrait of a Lady’ May Not be
Satisfying, But It’s Always Fascinating

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop
The critical acclaim (not to mention the
financial success) of the recent Austen
cinematic adaptions plus those wonderful
Kenneth Branaugh Shakespeare ventures
has created a market for big screen clas-

sics, formerly the fodder of PBS's
“Masterpiece Theatre,” on the small
screen.

As Jane Austen wrote but a mere seven
novels, a sad fact to be sure, nonetheless
true, filmmakers have increasingly begun
to seek out other literary masterpieces for
big screen treatment. The results have
been decidedly mixed. Trevor Nunn's
Twelfth Night was a feast for the eyes
and the mind but cinematic adaptations
of Defoe's Moll Flanders and Thomas
Hardy's Jude the Obscure were tedious

efforts, only for the most hardy.

Jane Champion is an intelligent, per-
ceptive and innovative director of such
films as The Piano and An Angel at My
Table. The striking lobby poster creates
an expectation of Ms. Champion's femi-
nist perspective to Henry James' original
vision of love, of innocence and loss in
The Portrait of a Lady.

Unfortunately Champion's Isisurely
sweeping camera never quite manages to
peer behind, beneath the exoctic locales,
the opulent settings and the brittle, so-
phisticated characters that people the
film.

Nicole Kidman's |sabel is, yet never
quite becomes, the heart and soul of
Champion's film. Isabel's quest for inde-
pendence and experience is perceived by

January 30, 1997 to February

Alas Poor Yorick! The critically acclaimed
on Friday February 14 at Milwaukee's Oriental Theater.
all around her as arrogance and folly.
Her many suitors see this beautiful girl
and mindlessly proceed as if to conquer.
Truly, Glenn began to lock for likely
bachelors lurking behind any and every
shrub.

She repeatedly rejects all who seek to
possess her: the wealthy if uninspired
Lord Warburton (Richard E. Grant), the
dashing but dim (although quite persis-
tent) Casper Goodwood (Viggo Mort-
ensen) and even her charismatic if dying
cousin Ralph Touchett (Martin Donovan).
But without money, what is an independ-
ent gal gonna do?

Fortune, both figuratively and quite lit-
erally, fall upon her. Money, more money
than she could have ever hoped for is
hers but sadly, her quest for experience is
all too brief. She is quickly introduced to
the oh-so deliciously decadent Gilbert
Osmond (John Malkovich) and is daz-
zled.

Before Isabel (or those of us in the
audience) have even a moment to take a
breath, she is carefully but quite decid-
edly ensconced within the gilded cage of
her own making. Osmond, with the con-
tinued assistance of Madame Serena
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tic production of “*Hamlet which opens

Merle (Barbara Hershey) amuses himself
by diabolically pulling the strings to all the
puppets who surround him. Isabel's ef-
forts at rebellion give Portrait of a Lady
its dramatic tensions.

Portrait of a Lady is a visual, if some-
what barren, feast. Never quite capturing
an initial innocence, Nicole Kidman's Isa-
bel is not given the opportunity to emerge
as either truly sympathetic or her plight
as entirely tragic.

Nor is Champion's film helped by John
Malkovich's excessive performance as
Osmond. Qozing evil from every avail-
able pore, Osmond simply isn't believable
in initially dazzling Isabel.

Better are Martin Donovan as Isabel's
consumptive cousin who loves from a
distance and Barbara Hershey as the
clever but not clever enough Madame
Serena. While Christian Bale and Valen-
tina Cervi as appealing as the young lov-
ers Rosier and Pansy, Shelly Winters and
John Gielgud make for an absurd couple
as Isabel's aunt and uncle.

Not always satisfying, Portrait of a
Lady is never less than fascinating.

Rating $$$$ (Scale $ to $5$5%%)
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CORDIALLY INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO ATTEND
A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING

TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 11 « 7PM

LANDMARK

ORIENTAL

2330 North Farwell

Pick Up Your Passes, beginning immediately at the offices of the

The Wisconsin Light
1843 North Palmer » Milwaukee « 372-2773
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Tough Leve? Cynthia Kaplan and Sonja Sohn deliver critically acclaimed perionmances playing two women in
love in Rachel Reichman’s “Work™ a movie about an out of work, desperate America that is rarely seen on the

|1

"

Hunky Hemmingway! Chris O'Domnell stars as Emest Hemmingway in the new epic love
story, “In Love and War."” Currently playing everywhere.

‘Everyone Says | Love You’ is a Film
Best Viewed in an Alcoholic Haze

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Several months ago Glenn received a
very strange call (actually Glenn tends to
receive a lot of very strange calls but we
won't go into those, thank you very
much).

There was a new musical being filmed
in New York and could Glenn test for a
small role? Glenn pleaded with the pro-
ducers: "l can't sing a note!" "Doesn't
matter," replied the producers. Never-
theless Glenn demurred.

Making a big-budget Hollywood musical
and then finding some of the worst sing-
ers available is an anomaly that contin-
ues to puzzle Glenn. Having just at-
tended the musical in question, Everyone
Says | Love You, Glenn found that the
ability to sing truly did not matter. Fanocy
that!

For those who have just experienced
Madonna's all-singing, all-dancing ex-
travaganza more commonly known as
Evita, a word of waming. Everyone
Says | Love You isn't at all like that
overblown music video.

Evita wasn't perhaps all that thrilling
but at least Madonna and her co-stars
were somewhat higher up on the sing-a-
long chain. Glenn especially enjoyed the
singing shower room scene... but why did
the young men shower with their shorts
on? But Glenn digresses.

Everyone Says | Love You is set sol-
idly in Woody Allen's usual universe: the
New York City of the well-to-do. Love is
at the heart of Allen's story. OlId love,
young love, lost love.

Holden (Edward Norton) is in love with
Skylar (Drew Barrymore). Skylar's mother
Steffi (Goldie Hawn) dedicates her life to
her many and varied causes, the latest of
which involves the early release of a
prison convict named Charles Farry (Tim
Roth). Charles Farry quickly seduces
Skylar.

Meanwhile Steffi's first husband Joe
(Woody Allen) has been just dumped
(again) by his latest girlfriend. Joe and
Steffi's daughter DJ (Natasha Lyonne)
falls in and out of love throughout the film
with a variety of adorably toothsome
young men while her sisters, Lane (Gaby
Hoffman) and Laura (Natalie Portman),
both spend the film obsessed with the
same boy. Only their brother Scott
(Lucas Haas) remains oblivious to any
notion of love but then again it turns out
he has some personality altering disease
throughout the film.

Allen's admittedly lightweight plot
proves to be an adequate framework
upon which to hang a series of warm and
fuzzy love songs from the 1930's and 40's
beginning with the title song sung by the
amazingly versatile Edward Norton
amidst a Central Park awash with the ra-
diantly glowing pastel colors of spring.

From this marvelously enchanting
opening, subsequent musical numbers
range vary enormously in terms of musi-
cal quality.

Ensemble pieces such as the Hallow-
een sequence and the marvelous Marx
Brothers inspired "Salute fo Captain
Spaulding” sung in French work wonder-
fully well. Leading players fare less well
with a few particularly falling flat (pun

fully intended -- just wait until Woody Al-
len and Julia Roberts get their magical,
musical moments and remember that
Glenn wamed youl!). Goldie Hawn proves
the only exception in the dreamlike musi-
cal fantasia along the Seine that closes
the film.

Glenn left the cinema feeling quite puz-
zled. As sung by his cast of the musi-
cally challenged, Everyone Says | Love
You at best has moments sweetly
charming yet poignant. Overblown pro-

duction numbers might have toppled Al- |

len's confectionery but then again might
have saved us the embarrassment of
Woody Allen singing "I'm Through With

n't he getting a little long in the tooth for

believable romantic liaisons with gor-

geous women like Ms. Robert.
A must for Allen fans, others might best
experience Everyone Says | Love You
under the warming glow of daiquiri in-
spired haze.
Rating $$$9 (scale $ to $$$$%%)

screen. [t plays at UWM's Union Theater on February 6, 7 and 8,

Let There Be No Doubt That, in ‘Evita,’
Madonna is at the Top of her Career

Commentary by Steve Stavron

Let me say at once that Evita is the
crowning achievement of Madonna's ca-
reer and a stunning measure is attribut-
able to the star whose restrained, self-
effacing performances stand in relief to a
production which might have showcased
a greater actress, but would have lost the
eery, uncanny quality that Modonna im-
parts to her incantation of Eva Peron—
curiously shadowy and even naive, but
well on its way to becoming definitive.

Those reviewers who have decried the
“lack of characterization” in the film never
quite specify any “wrongness” in her per-
formance. Perhaps her absolute
“rightness” for the role was in itself, a
source of frustration.

Madonna is not a skilled actress, Her
voice is sometimes thin and untrained,
but | cannot overestimate her contribution
to Evita. Gone is the crude, smug narcis-
sism of the queen of MTV. Gone is the
slutty self-assurance which so appeals to

Love". And speaking of Woody Allen, is- . the terminally promiscuous who have

iconized her as the fag fad emblem of
self-justification.

Madonna plays Evita as a fragile act of
redemption and, of course, redemption is
what Eva Peron's life was all about. The
woman who slept her way to the top and
became a savior of the “shirtless ones”

understood the means to power as well .

as the meanness of poverty. There has
never been reason to doubt that the
demagogic methods of the Perons were
at odds with Eva's good deeds. She un-
derstood both power and humility. She
was frail. She died at 33.

Translating a stage musical with no
spoken dialogue to speak of (pun in-
tended) onto the vasiness of screen time,
poses problems upon which the detrac-
tors of the movie did not hesitate to
pounce.

The largest factor was that a constant
score limited developmental details in the
chronology of Eva Peron’s life. On stage
events can be rapidly dispensed by musi-
cal narration with minimal movement of
characters. On screen director Parker
does not slacken pace, but greatly ex-
pands and elaborates rapid sequences of
mini-uprisings and street brawls without
losing tempo.

Always included in screen events is the
narrator Che (Antonio Banderas) acting
as Greek chorus, visible only to the audi-
ence. Banderas adds spark and guts to
the film, always reminding us that hype
surrounds Eva's ascendencey.

(I didn't know Banderas could sing.)

While on-screen crowds exhort us to
share their adulations of Eva, the film
boomerangs back to the cynical Che,

Please See Evita Page 27

Revised and Reborn The fhrilling Sci-Fi clagsics, the Star Wars Trilogy is being re-released with updated sound and effedts. As you can see from the scenes
“Stars Wars Special Edition has some new digitally created creatures.
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Dear Ruthie

By Ruthie

Editor's Note: There is no doubt
about it, Ruthie makes an impact
wherever she goes. For example, on a
Grand Tour of Europe, she spent a
weekend dallying with Charles, Prince
of Wales. When she leff, he was so
devastafed that he promptly divorced
his wife. No one could compare with
Ruthie.

In Paris, Ruthie’s salon was une-
qualed for its brilliance and wit. When
she left, it was noticed that the Crown
Jewels had disappeared. If Ruthie had
something to do with it, she was
thought cheap at the price.

Arriving in Moscow she creafed a
storm. When she departed, the Soviet
Union promptly collapsed.

Recently, the British government re-
ceived a message from Beijing, asking
if Hong Kong couldn’t remain a Crown
Colony for another 100 years. Was it a
coincidence that Ruthie was in Hong
Kong at the time?

Now, fresh from a whirlwind tour of
the Middle East (where and Arab
Prince wanted fo do strange things to
her body), Ruthie has decided to rest a
bit and give to our readers the salubri-
ous benefit of her wisdom.

We thus introduce the first of her
columns.

Dear Ruthie,

My friend and | just moved in to-

Ruthie
gether. We have a 2 bedroom apart-
ment, but it's fairly small. Lately, | have
not been able to get much sleep be-
cause my roommate snores. | have
fried everything from those nose
patches to waking him up. | am at my
wits end! Is there anything more we
can do? I've got to get some sleep.
Sleepless in Cedarburg
Dear Sleepless,

Just do what | did when my late hus-

band, Vinnie, snored too loud. Quietly
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sneak into your roommate’s room, and
hold a pillow over his head until he stops.
That apartment will be dead quiet for
days! However, you may find several po-
lice officers pounding at your front door a
few nights later—and would that really be
all that bad?

You could try the old “sew a marble in
the back of his night shirt" trick. That's
assuming, of course, that he wears
something to bed at night. If he doesn't,
give me your address. Ruthie's got her
own cure for him.

Dear Ruthie,

My lover, Juan, and | have been fo-
gether for a year. Lately, Juan has
been going through a series of mood
swings. | have fried to do everything to
help him, from offering my support fo
giving him his own space. He seems to
be distancing himself from me more
and more each day. | don’t feel as
though | know him anymore. What
should | do? Is there anything more
complicated than love?

Larry Loveless

Dear Larry,

There is nothing more complicated
than love and my hairdo. And, maybe,
Michael Jackson's personal life. Have you
really tired everything?

Counselors can be wonderful and Mil-
waukee is full of them. More importantly,
have you told Juan how you feel? Does
he know that you feel as if you don't know
him anymore? Telling him your feelings
might just be enough fo give his spirits a
kick-start back to where they used to be.

If you fell him this, and he doesn't
change or make an attempt at changing,
think about your own needs and what you
want from a pariner. If it was up to me,
I'd tell Juan to hit the tracks! You can al-
ways go out and find yourself another

By Dusty Sass
Well the Super Bowl is over and not a
moment too soon. Did you have as good
a time as | did watching the game and
cheering on the Pack?

With the help of our staff, The
Wisconsin Light managed to make a
whole bunch of Super Bowl parties.
Kudos to Station 2, Just Us, the 1100
Club, Fannies, M & M, South Water
Street Docks, Mama Roux, This Is I,
The Ball Game, C'est La Vie, La Cage
and Just Us for their parties. And our
special thanks fo Curt and his staff at In
Between for hosting our special
Wisconsin Light Spotlight Party. The
place was packed, the food (provided by
Walker's Point Café) was great and the
beer was cold.

Now that the Super Bowl is over, its
time to look forward to Valentine's Day
and all of those special parties many of
which will be attended by yours truly.

On Saturday February 1, I'll be at The
1100 Club, 1100 S. First Street,
Milwaukee for the Oberons Leather Swap
Meet. The meet includes a great
spaghetti dinner, a beer bust (at 10 PM)
and more.

Thursday February 8 you can find me
in Mad Town attending Manoeuvres
Foam and Underwear Party. | am not
quite sure what one has to do with the
other, but | am certain | will have a great
time finding out.

While | am there, | will check out the
merchandise at We Are Family, 524
Wilson Street, (just around the comer
from Manoeuvres). They are running a
big Valentine's Day Sale with up to 50%
off.

On Friday Feburary 7, | am going to
head up to Title Town (that's Green Bay
for the sporis impaired) to take in the
special show at Za's , 1106 Main Street.
The revue includes Miss Gay Wisconsin
US of A, Josie Lynn and Miss Gay Green
Bay US of A, Kelli Jo Klein.

While I'm in Green Bay, | will attend the
Center Project's Have A Heart '97
Dinner on Saturday February 8. The
dinner will be held at elegant Phoenix
Room on the UW-Green Bay campus.
For reservations call Stan Kocos at the
Center Project.

Being in Green Bay means that | will
miss out on the fabulous Oberons fund
raiser for Kids With AIDS at Mama Roux
1875 N. Humboldt, Milwaukee. The men
in leather are giving away a mountain
bike (hopefully with a mountain man
attached!) There will be a $5.00 beer bust
and other prizes too.

Sunday February 9 is our SpotLight
Mardi Gras Party at Mama Roux

beefy burrito to wrap your arms around.
Tell 'em, “Hasta Manana, Jack. There's a
bus leaving in 15 minutes—be under it.”

Dear Ruthie,

My best friend and | have gone info
business ftogether. Due fo her cus-
tomer savvy, she handles all of our cli-
ents. The problem is that “Rita” always
has really bad breath. | mean bad. |
know this can be offensive to our cli-
enfs, but how can | fell her? What
should | say to her?”

Weak in the Knees

Dear Weak,

Tell your friend—she stinks. Really.
Try and talk to her before meeting with a
client. If her breath straightens your hair,
pop a breath mint in your mouth and then
offer her one. If she refuses, flat out tell
her, “No, honey, take one.” | know this
sounds rude, but part of your business
are riding on this.

Let her know. Actually, make her para-
noid. Check her breath all of the time—
get her thinking about it. | had this same
problem with my third husband, Sal. My
stars! His breath was so bad, it could
peel the skin off a potato. Let me know
how things tum out.

Dear Ruthie,

Why do people who love each other
break up?

Romeo

Dear Romeo,

The reasons most often cited for
breaking up a relationship are: 1. Snor-
ing; 2) Mood swings; 3) Bad breath.

Editor's note: Ruthie is desirous of
addressing any problem whatsoever.
None is too complicated, too outrageous,
or foo strange. Anonymity is guaranteed.
Simple write: Ruthie, c/o The Wisconsin
Light, 1843 N. Palmer, Milwaukee, WI
53212.

Whether or not you are into Mardi Gras
don’t miss this party. , Everyone who has
ever been to party at Mama's, 1875 N.
Humboldt, knows that only Mama knows
the best excuses to party. This one will
feature a Crawfish Boil (all U can eat for
just 8 bucks) free Miller Lite (of course) a
costume contest, door prizes and drink
specials.

Of course as everyone knows, Mama's
has authentic cajun cuisine. Check out
their ad in this issue for a listing of
delectable New Orleans offerings they will
make available during Mardi Gras.

Speaking of Mardi Gras, I'll be back in
Madison on Tuesday February 11 for
Manoeuvres 150 S. Blair, Mardi Gras
party. This traditional Mardi Gras Fat
Tuesday celebration should be a real
blast.

On Friday February 14, Dr. Shovelit
and | will start out with dinner at Just Us
807 S. Fifth Street. They have a special
Valentine’s Day dinner for two in addition
to their fabulous fish fry. Actually, since
Dr. Shovelit is a woman and | am a Gay
man, we are not a couple, but... since this
bar is known as the place where Gay men
and Lesbians mix freely, | don't think it
matters. For reservations call the bar
(414) 383-2233.

Neither Dr, Shovelit or | want to miss
the Valentine's celebration at This Is It.
I'm told ‘that if you're single, you just
might find that hunka hunka burnin' love
there that night. Well, I'm not single, but if
someone “chewy"” came along . . .77

After leaving This Is It, we are heading
up to Madison for the grand opening party
at Mary's. This new bar is conveniently
located at 2526 E. Washington. That's
just down the street from Geraldines.

Saturday February 15, | will be front
and center when the Just Us troupe
headed by Sandy Beach, Starry Night and
MONA! take the stage for that bars
Valentine’'s Day show. As usual there is
no cover. Just Us is located at 807 N.
Fifth Street, Milwaukee.

The Napalese Lounge in Green Bay,
515 S. Broadway, will also have a show
that night. Elsie Bovine and her friends
will be on hand for your viewing pleasure.
There is no cover.

Closing Thought Sometimes we have
the best of intentions, but mistrust and/or
misinformation leads to misunder-
standings, tempers flare and things can
get out of hand. The important thing to
remember is that in the we ARE on the
same side and move on trying as best as
we able to work together and to get along.

Stay safe and be proud. Hope to see
you soon.
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WHAT'S YOUR PLEASURE? I‘rn;ruﬂy easy. |
wmrlomoﬂ:arg‘mhgow

o just some casual I!un I'mu

Bl EXCITEMENT Hi, I'm o White, Bi-curious, male, in
search of other Bi, or Bi-cuious, well-endowed males,
lnrmmdmhngapﬂ'm [Chicoge)
=26111

SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST I'm &'4, weigh 1 90fbs,
Beown hair, Green eyes, cleon-shaven, good build. fm
loaking other guys in the area, for friendship, good
fimes, and g more serious. My name is
:’;k:l‘uéymlummnwbmmaﬁﬂdl

Mé?ﬂlmmé;mmwﬁuo{ o
37 e mal Wm t
e e ke il

western suburbs. All responses will be onswered
(Chicoge) 24483

hard working, business mr. with @ nice
voice. hfs&uﬂ d maoke some plans. |Des®p
Maines) =26579

:lhl:l.ﬂ vous Fll?ws;;lw looking for
French podtarx flo
down, l|:m|ks wph huvelu:v:m';r hol%::\e
F'm smooth, lean urhhhcmd in great shnpe a hot
unit and definitely looking fo some
{Minneapolis] =5821

BI MALE FRIENDS NETWORK Are you ol
wmpped ug in waiching videos, ond doi

u need hel c}ecidmgw t fo do
vm'h your Iliee | the Bi male hotfine, in my box.
Fm a Bi male, and we can help aach other sort out

our lives. Don't waste another moment, call now.

[Des Moines) =23232

MYSTERIES OF THE UNNBSE I'm fall, and
handsome, and looking to exchonge some new
dw.mndlhwghtsfm?? 62, 220lbs, I'd like 1o
wnlk to other guys who are interested in exploring
the unknown. Let's talk about how to do that. (Des
Moines] =19689

e T i v B o
39
St lnms?u;;b:&! i )oor“mGayguy
w%%dme and furmmne in themselves. ’;T o 5’] 1,
ﬂmld a
i! with o smoofh, Ml;?;;wim
35|u£5yaur maon. Roce is open. (Minneapolis)
4203

:HmmmAmYlmcib?ﬁedﬂy:m
top Gay genyine, rea young hungry
battom genine honest siave boy fo give him a place
1o bel Qﬂw&m,m Donblosr:ruwgurw:rd

me and be real, Youmlllwe[orma

HI VERSATILITY Think of me os an

cog in o machine. | con fit in ofl over
inoherwolﬂs Ilﬂtelubauhporuboﬂunidlulneb
mﬁumhgmmh&mmﬂwmwmf
o have some good fimes. (Chicogo) =23569

MTM!N&THE”YW% have an
active | mnhon?Mpunnlny.perhem”dbv!
wﬁzw&%n I'm an aggressive, dominant,
top in the Cicero area. 'm seorching for o
submissive, While mole, 21 1o 35 years of age. This
Bam-nnwnlsbffuwﬂuﬁnywmdommh
floar ond wark him over, Ipr}ayuudn Call me and
Jef's explore each others fontasies. (Cicero) =10435

OBEY THIS AD, NOW 40 years old mole, livi
Downers Grove, ueluy.bm:smiup You must I elu

spanked, enjoy bondoge, and kink. IFtha's you
93* mmlb?bey give me a caoll. (Downers Grove)

Tmll. mmnou Totally dominant lop,
under 35 totally submissive bottom.
f 3'?5 15”5%

bi, , Green eyes
submbs. You kmw
wh:tbdo IEvunmn! 23972

INTO YOU My name is Rob. I'm looking for

Thic i"
. 3

TAlI(II\IG PEHSUNAI.S' HUI\IDHEDS OF GUYS TO BHIJI]SE HIIIM'

1-900-370-1626 4

Call The 900 number o respond to ads, browse unlisted ads, or refrieve messages. Only $1.99 per minute, 18+. Customer Service: 415-281-3183

COLD NIGHT HEAT Long term relafionship sought
bymﬂemle 29 years old, 53, 1354bs. |
have hei nndBlueGraena;m I'm sable,
healthy, non- sn'l:hng non-drinking, drug free. |
enjoy country life, movies and cuddling af home. If
you shore these qualities and interests, and are

for love and romance, let's heat up the cool,

mniuf rughu together, Age unimporiant, Iﬂl;woﬂh}

KNOCKOHMY“CKDOORI'!’HU&&M
old Bisexual married White mole looking for o
discreat man ForFunundgurm Inmnewlnll':e
scene and I'm eoger fo leam. If you want fo have fun
with @ hot virgin coll me. (Green bay] =18380

CHEESY RIDER | just moved to Madison, from
Indina, and am interested in making some new
friends. I'm o White male, 29, 511, 185lbs, with
Brown hair, and Green eyes. I'm very versaile
between bottom and top. | like movies, cuddling on
the couch, and hung:nghm I'm counting on o

one or several g sicun take care of et me
toke core of you, (Des Moines) =8214

_Minnesotfa_

HERE FOR THE SNOW |'m new from LA. I'll

be in Elk River for the next four months. I'm 19
old and looking for guys fo hang out with.

m ing, rollerbludmg muwes, it's all good!
ung out fogether. (Elk River) ﬂ!&’

BRING YOUR MACHETE Ouidoorsman in
Marshall is looking for a frailblazing partner. I'm
34,67, cnd ioln| into the outdoors. | [ike to
fish, ke, bike, und swim, | olso like quist
fimes, i lulh hanging out,
I.\hﬂhﬂ“] ©229

INTERROGATION SESSION I'm o good
looking, masculine, oggressive top, 26 years old,
looking to meet another well buﬂrwg for an
mtense II'IIBI'IDQCHION session, |'m

I m also rnieresbd in foot

BLACK ON BLACK Attroctive, Gay, Block male,
botiom, seeks Block male tops for hot fimes ond
friendship. 'm 6, 240, with o nice | have
Brown eyes, and short hoir. | olso have o and
mustache. Please coll iday o3 | am gelfing anxious.
[Evansion) =20591

ONLY THE BEST NEED APPLY I'm a unique, 21
year old, Guywd:hbohngub‘mdder makure, N
Mmbd‘umll{:?l;:nhm |'D" H'llilpim
with Caromel skin, o

musiache

|nmlnmfreaafbboum drugs ond use

Ima

ﬂm

old, Russion bom, ~

ond l-cHe Fehshes Id kelokrmmr forture
and p Ll e r
limits. La¥'s ok, lenwpuLs] 'mr’u

four guide fo show me The ways of Wisconsin,
Let's go for o ride. (Madison) =22930

THIS TOY COMES WITH GUARANTEE |
aim fo please. | am o 30 year old,
Whllemia very clean cul, wha is looking for
 White male, mn I'mé’, I?Sibs
hmr,and

STROKIN' I'm new in Madison and would
like o meet o sexy bottom, between 18 and
30, who wants to service me and show me o
ftime. I'm 29, 417, 190lbs, with h[.?,h'
own hor, ond Brown eyes. I'm siroigl
£mlngﬂum afiracted fo similar guys.

1

A
ALL N

MANFINDER

WNPMBTmuWTmHME

n? lddrncu for kinky
hnm rmhelonln mdmuhsup Imalso
s.und - I'm panting for you.

“leg.l&:ﬂfmum yeor old f:;%:nmah
in Green o meet guys 21 o
insmkhpnw ;ln?éh . |like movies, music,

u'ldgangbiwdubsmmm 'm o light drinker

ond a non-smoker. If you m

logether, give me a call . Wivkee

SUBMISSION IMPOSSIBLE I'm your French
Connecfion in Graen Bay. 'm o Gay White male, 5'9,
1551bs, Brown hair, Bmmlmnwdl
ional_ | like walks, foreign movies,

mmurunh coffee houses, u‘ldJunclng I'm @ non-
o ops quys, 22 ot iy

- e roce,

o receiviog, ond ober good e The

cndem?nshn Miumiui 253

WHEN ONLY THE lHTWIILDOImZ?ymdd
5'10, 180Mbs. I'm for o Trangvestie o
Transsexuol for fun and ip. A feminine fellow
might be nice oo, Please be nice and smoath and call
me as soon as possible. (Milwoukes) =22617

DEEP VOICE, SIMPLE NEEDS if you're o Gay, Asian
mmbohrgbrm!mu’uwn hi siand, this
man one
While male, snmmmsm%ﬂ"cﬂ“
Brown eyes. Icmvu'ywrn romantic. |
movies and being auldoors Lesamusnndhme
asenseofhumor. 218863

AMM'smrmulvmald While
male, looking for Black mmhMM.rkeem You
cmmehswhrb ses fit Pleasure
Gn'ml[Miwmhei vm;w

gl Id explode at any fime. (Madison)
" could explode at any fime.

COFFEE TALK Sociol butterfly in Madison
wants to meet other guys for moming

or evening fun. Care o join me Pass the
sugar, plecse. (Madison) =1779

DISCRETE PLEASURES I'm o 26 yeor old,

Bi curious mole, desiring new experiences. I'm
THE CONVERSATION I'm a 38 year old, fun, ougnmg, and discrest. Lef's start with
Gay, White male, interested in music, movies, friendship and see what happens from Ihere.
raudn;g :g(li‘ travel, 'm d-mHedl uml:l o:km c‘“ IMnduml .3] 61
§ a earing i irment. | 'm {
o mon, be 3?;?”15 who shares thata ONLY THE BEGINNING Being HIV
interests, o lkBs leasant conversation. I'm ggm;wedoas nal mean the end! I'm o
sspeciu! Ihodndp s with medium builds, some, Black man, & ft, 160lbs, 46
and hairy bodies. I || to hearing years old. I'm looking to meet with other
from you. (Minneapalis) 225978 men, 35 o 45 years of or%a, whohm'e also HIV

and passibly more.

GO WITH THE FLOW Ever think abou! : E.,,mmd,u;n Myhﬂkﬂ“pu
waler sports? I'll assist, I'm 28, and into all m.s of ﬁnl"rmml T‘;gwﬂwgﬁgg&:g‘; extended fo you. I'm in the Milwtiokee orea

oral stimulation. Tug intd my experfise.

- [Minneapolis) =2

gﬁ! & luumm.! I'd like mi'm &h;r
er or ma

White m 33, H HGIbs, wrsong Brown
hair and Brown eyes, T'm slim and masculine. | like
mavies, music, Nm!endo cords and I'm o smoker, |
wont fo hang out and hmwmgoodf’mas Give
me a ring. (Minneapolis) =25274

GIVE SHY A TRY I'm kinda shy ond hoping to
meet some glys to hang out with. I'm 18, 55,
1251bs, w:IE‘IZuburn hair. You moke the next move.
[Minneapolis] =25517

APPLY IMMEDIATELY Master wun'ed I'man
experienced sdave, with an openmg
experienced magter. I'm o successhul, 30 year old,

, White male, &k, 195lbs. I'm o non-smoker,
lacking for o permonent, master/slave reluhonshlp
Leather, B&D, S&M, love, honor, and commitment,
are just o few of the wordls we have in common,
[Minneapolis) 24038

ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING This Twin City guy
is looking o meet thot speciol, submissive person,
who n;ﬁs B&D, and wanis to be of service. looks,

age, race, und rience are less i orlunl than
the nghr aftitude. (Minneapolis) =

mm’smﬂwsmmpum
in¢ Athletic, slim, White male, is looking for a
mlnhonshup with o uy in his 20's, I'm 39 years

and can prwdge secure, long-term, stability,
lor!hen ghtg mr'i"cronun home, and all
the lnmrm ub\mnao 5) =23464

COTTON CANDY |I'm o pre-operative
Tronssexual looking for Gay men fo date and have
casual encounters. E‘ m 21,6'3, 150lbs ond in
need of sensual fun. | love to show off

I\ma the sweels for my sweel, {Mlnnauplr:?r

hearin undspaech irment. I'm looking for o
man who is i il undwu.ﬂdllker;ghy

di Give
nnocu?(hhnrmpo{urﬂm o

LET’S WRESTLE I'm 28 yeors old, 511, and
185lbs. I'm Iouimg olxr who ore inferested

in wrastli and giva ma o call.
I |si ﬂ% 9'“9

|Minnea
BOTTOM SLAVE BOY I'm o Gay, White male. 'm
about 510, 160“:5. with a military cut, Blond hair
and Blue eyss, I'm a bottom slave bay looking for o
dl;l;lmﬂf top. Anything goes! (Minneapolis)

e

(Milwoukee) =26201

| LOVE MEN | like 'em Black, White, Hisponic,
however they come. I'm an e male,
510, 190l with o fooibol ployer’ boid

say I'm attrachive. I'm versatile, and om ofiracted to

muscular guys, between 18 and 29. We con toke
turns colling rhe ploys. (Mitwoukes) ©25611

ROVING EYE | wonna culch;nu in the oct, | like to
mr exhibitionists, between 35 and 50. If you like o
be watched, and somelimes need o helping hand,
ive me o call, Irhed(mmugasbemm :30 and
g :30pm, ond like late night sessions, Show me your

suff, [Milwoukes] =25553

VOYEUR I'm o 29 old
b v b el e o)

=17909

SCANNING THE AREA |'m inferested in checking
out some ofher guys in southeast Minnesofa. Lal's
hﬂ! o(!iﬁsmd see what happens. (Rochester)

=

EMOTIONALLY FIT I'm emationally and financially
stable and looking for the sclme_ }muGar’ﬂWhife
male, 47, 5'6, Mﬂbs, th sandy Brown

Blue Green eyes. | love comp Lngr‘::vd ond \‘u
outdoors. I'm drug and disea d ke to meet o
quy, between 18 and 45, with similar interests, for o
relofionship. (Rochester] 224056

OPEN TO THE NEW I'm o 30 yeor old Whike
male. I'm 510, 160kbs, with Brown hair and Green
ans lfkfabdkeari&ngonn? roller blading. Imﬁl?ok
s 1d o rs o experience fun
P’ﬁ’gmﬁwn{:oamﬂ? you are interested,
ster] =20457
ACTIVE!NDEAVO!SI’muGunh:Iem I'm
r&homnbamm ages of 18 ond 30 fo

with Iﬁkeroﬂshhdu? bihndmg ond
movies, Coll me. (Rochester) =15752

F'LL SCRUB THE COMEISDapur dishes need

washing? This submissive slava is willing o do your

clmywudi I'm 6'1, 200lbs, and very sager o

r\ecse Mnybeynu‘1 reward me now and then.
Milwoukee) =25384

m&m”m‘[&lmamm@,
cluasn:ul music enthusiost. This Gay, White male, is

a new friend fo shore times with,
I'rn 3; 511, 150lbs, with Beown hair and eyes,
(Milwavkes) 725435

SERIOUS TRAINING Musculor lopman seeks boy
into serios training. I'm o White male, 33, with o
greal body. You be between 57 and 5'10,
and clean shaven. Wabegm riow. (Milwaoukss)
25342

|’Ms°ordw'rou';uun;‘nmw
active extremely enthusiastic. This ite,
professional male, :nmy:m um;o?:rnnd
submissive. | am locking for Gay, ond Slrua:u
males, under 40, whe wont to receive oral

ona %lqr bosns Spread ‘em. (Milwoukee]

724

Eouum: PROFESSIONAL I'm on educated,
ional male, locking for companionship. | am

YOUR WILL IS MY LAW I'm o submissive
battom loolung for a dominant fop. | need fo be
d me over your knee and use me fo

wii\rre

uently. Are you my soul moke?
{E\u‘umi 'g
SPIRITUAL SOURCE Block
male, &, 1850ks, with o Plcr,eﬁbu . Ima
very spiritual brother and would like fo meet ofher
spiritual, masculing, Block men. I'm looking for
friendlship first because that Is the foundation of o
relationship. God bless! (Evansion] =17920
mmwmmmﬁm*‘hy
stroight, Bi, M-memdarahredofywr
let's tok. I'm o average Gay White boy Eum
and I'm extremely discreet, Call and le's chat, l"IV
negative Athlefic build preferred and absolutely no
smokers! (Evansion) =21808
ATTRACTIVE AND ALONE Hi out there. I'm living
in a Chieago suburb and | like fo go out o the movies
vwﬁmlmbﬁm mspeaci 'm
a Hispanic, 5'8, Dork hair and eyes, mus
ma urdmomnd!edpca
5. Looki somsmevdm ﬁ
serious, if your the right guy {I':\msbn]'
PASSIVE ACTIVIST Are you an activisf | don't see
hiow you con aveid i, F'm a 23 year
anl wdanrlmﬁ‘? 190ibs with Block
hair and eyes. | have a slim and muscular frame.
Imlnbhwwﬂpdm:dﬂdmhwwhmm
general. I'm ilercke octive, | wont o
o gmdlﬂ who are wel
ra:dcrdundmhrﬁﬂ'leneedh'msm [Homer
Township) =23016
REBEL WITH A CAUSE 23 old, ¢ student,
seeks rebel with o conscience. F:éz ldiege
Block hair, ond Hazel eyes, and o lean, muscular,
build. Industriol music o L whnmlerw
*Natural Born Killers® & “Fargo”. I'm cultured, fileroke,
and on octivist, You are o musculor, rebel, 24 1o 30,
who undersiands the jmporiance of activism, ond likes
the same things | do. (lockport] 223595
m“mﬂcmf@mwaﬁ
I'm o Black, and Hispanic, male, 29,
fun. I'm 6ft, 190lbs, undﬂihab&mwhemghl:?
I'm interested in mee
25, 1o irip the lights wi Pork) =23373
ouvmmmowmuwmddcay
male, nlndmg‘uﬁ‘mc&mhwl'unhhanﬁml
mean the kind of fun that
Hurry, | can't wail. { =25301
EVER AFTER I'm seeking o guy who knows what he
wats, likes 1o have fun, and is commitment minded. f'm
a?lyeuroHva ite male, 510, with Brown
hair, and Hazel eyes. Call for applicafion, {Tompico)
=25848

SEE YOU AT THE FINISH LINE I'm o Gay male
511, dork skin, hairy. | enjoy theaire, troveling,

rwke your wlll my law. [Minneapolis) =21304

NOT YOUR RUN OF THE MILL GUY Pierce
inl I'm 22, 510, 185lbs with short, short,
nd ond hair, Blue ! und a our:wM&*nou
a hngueare o
S| 1&’:0 smoke and drink and I'm ng

hang out on First Avenue and
E"M Let's puni: out. (Minneapolis) !'24343

WELCOME WAGON I'm o Gay, White male
that racently relocated o Minnesoto. I'm 27, 62,
1751bs, with @ nice build. 'm looking for someone
between 22 fo 30 for companionship and possibly
a relationship. | am info numerous outdoor sports
like rollarblading, | also like movies and cuddling
on the couch, efeslhn\mlccmemgon?
[Minneopalis] =20772

ing and at home. 'm looking for CREATIVITY REWARDED Doting is fun. The
aﬁoriulla enjoy Jeundhmeugmﬁa?mof more creative you are, hemoromtenesnng:m I'm
h.""" Rmnu nnl \Wm o :13;?3&”?; :ﬁh&:‘gll:nr Iﬁ;nﬁ Bluam 1 like
[ ~ lowa ﬁ[{ﬂ?n?;:: Pv:he:]!mgi;nd 2l:;mre dating. Lat's go
WHISPER IN MY EAR Do you like o olk on the BIG MOUTH I'm a submissive, bottom looking for

phomilrju I'ma25 , moderaiely hai
R
17008s. ¥ o falk io you ond possi
Whottlo you 042 (Codor |, #22633

iry, Gay

well endawed, dominant fops who ars in need of
good oral service. I'm 33, 6ft fall; weigh 180Ibs,
und l'me Blond hair and Blue eyes. {Mnnmpndusl

mﬂ!ﬁ?‘m‘l}?\l IgTanlw have a
ip with a young, 18 o essive
botom. Ihfawhrlegup Hspm-c owhm
uys und Native American
Eua and hearty. No fi
Puul| vﬂlﬂ LS

DISCREET FUN IN APPLETON This 25 yeor old
, is on the lookout for Gay, White, or
ic, males, for discret fun, Lef's get 1o the core
i i (Appleron) 23551

LONGING AT THE LAKE Are fere any riendly
guys in the Balsom Loke areo? I'd like 1o get
inted and see what happens. I'm o Gay, Latin
5’11 150lbs. I'm interested in hnngmg out and

fill
i:hmd in my heart. [:ulmmugke] L] mn

BASKING IN MOONLIGHT | like movies, and
meonlit walks, and want a masculine mate. I'm 59,
180, with curly, Blond hair, and Blue Green eyes. I'm
a submissive looking for that special 1op.
(Boycavills) w44165

ROCK MY WORLD I'm o mgab’
submiysive bottom, 27, 5710, 1 with Aubum
hmr and Blue Green eyes. | need

man fo handle me. | was gmnglmm
handhbon but like the confact. Manipulate me

[Boyceville) =3939

9"{; the pmenll‘flusf

4? 58, 168lbs. Mylnbrail: include frovel, thealer

the ars, annques humar, u conversation. 'm very

relationship oriented and Io meet o similar
LAE Iwoukee) B!‘F

mlSWlSHEmTfO Ill‘mluoklng bfolnm
hnonmﬂy secure |, fora |
ama old, White male, info physical fimess,
andwe t lifting. Baby, come to me. anlwun.itoeJ

g e oo 5"'”&‘
wilt, -loving guys. sond.
(Mivockse] 223891

SILK STALKINGS I'm on the prowl for older men,
and ofher crossdressers. 'm o very aftractive
;n:::dressﬁlf Imhﬁ‘l'lmwsubwsm&un;? |

an affinity for s ngs, corsats, and i

hezds.;hapeyounppmciutwpumps, lMllﬂuugm}

AU NATURAL | wanna get noked with o man,

hug, in some mutuol hand work, and have
me oral Jun, Anyone out thers hove the some

hunlmmug2 im!woulml 223128

SOMEONE TO LOOK UP TO | trovel o lot ond

would like 1o meet guys oll over the lnceirméh

200lbs, with shungmwrl hair, and

| like IuHar aipec:ally over 64, My mlarmb are

varied and 1 are too, Give me o aall,
lhuadl; we've both been waiting for.
ukes) 5‘2346.

mmmmmrmumm
180lbs. Fm looking 5 irmy area for good
mar\d&uﬂﬁk;gﬁywwm erbl\ﬁnh:ure

mephm 2 aOs 41
(Milvoukes) 22033

SADDLE UP AND RIDE rmuGoybclunbu{!
buhngﬁ:rblhpmhh:mhnm!’s IFyeu i
mdee]w then I'm the one for you

ARE YOU EXPERIENCED? I'm a 31 year old Gay
White male, 58, 1 90lbs. I'm info science ficsion. 'm

mdfmlc&mgbroﬂ'ner\‘ﬂmemabsm
1o 35 fo experiment with. Discretion is @ must
[Mibvoukes) =18726

DIAL-A-MAID I'm o 44 yeor old, Gay, White
Transvestie i‘mlooiu\gbrupmdmmnmmdaf
servont. | like to cook ond ond be domesticated
and feminized. | hove o cor and con rovel. 220281
old, Rocine

RACINE RACER I Kl
D ok el ove

Brown hair and eyes. Iﬂmrbdl’mm

beord i
bars much, buflhbguwiudw rovel, mdﬁ
of the stars. | guess 'm a iroditionad ramantic. (Rice Loke|
=14410

BORED IN mmlmmndmu::budmm
me? I &2
Blue gfmﬂbﬂg:ﬁbb;éy ::E?ii;: least two fimes
a tan. |
guy who likes o try new and different
' 'sli:pmemdeswahmgmhq)pm [Roberts}
-

& meat on

ﬂmm'mvﬁfmndmﬁy
. White male, who is very “out’, and info
g:;.rlmu im intesested in going to bers, dancing,
mngd‘muﬁcmweu phaying computer gomes, and
reading ug:yﬁuw: enjoy spiritual conversafions
very much. I'd like to moke some new friends, with an
eye toword o long ferm relafionship,  ®21797

YOUNG AND ACTIVE IN WAUSALU I'm o

Wl'lhmch 25, 6it, 190Ibs, with Blond hair, and

eyes. | have uﬂmﬂy medium buld, I'm @ nen-drinker
and non-smoker, Ino fennis, biking, exercise, ond the
movies. Fm siroight ociing, ond not into the bor scens.
Vel lke to meet guys with similor tinbutes for ouidoor
excilement, exobico. Wousou) =11144

mmmfmu&y%mnde 49 yeors
ng mcgred'msed
umor, with o positive persondlify. 'm in search of
u-nlherGuy%nerrde 30 1o 45, with like qualifies,
for 0 longerm relafionship. 726167

Lﬂﬂﬂlﬂmliﬁrﬁmhpmdh'dm
B e e 5, o0
Wisconsin. | want ko ormonge some excifing encounters
with ather hot Bi or Gay men. -*25097.“9

ANY OLD MUSIC WILL DO I'm your private doncer.
I'm &3, 210ibs, very hot and very well hung, I'm an
exotic dancer

very
and one on one male _I'd lke 1o
do some gymnastics for you. QM:#:W

BLEEP MY BLEEP BLEEP I'm interested in doing
m'diu M!drmymthap*mbbnhs

mdurhlidt Wuﬂ;ﬁmﬁﬂ”‘“ e

I“I.I.SM'I.I’RSMH.IJI‘EIdeuchdbrymad

sinca you didn’t o my smoke 5. 'mao
Bk e, S S5 Thove Bk
md&cml  f'm an aitrockive non ond

hair

non-drinker IthEebMud dim, otfroctive
Muﬂw:nﬂbﬁm?ﬂbﬂbomm
refofionship. fm inko movies, v shopping and quiet
evenings at home. Please be honest, coring and
monoyamovs. T13034

FOR YOUR FHEE AD CALL 1-800-346-6366. THE SYSTEIVI WILL DO THE REST!
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GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

ROVGH TRADE

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY LEATHER STUDS
HOT-AS-HELL ROUGH GROUP SEX

1-900-745-1095

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-575-4088
KINKY SLAVEBOYS: 1-900-745-3459
HOT COUPLES: 1 QOH ?45 3120

1-ON-1 WITH SLEAZY-TALKIN' DUDES
WILD GROUP JACK « HOT CYBERSEX

1-900-745-1970

MCNISA OR AMEX: 1-800-354-4688
WILD LATIN TOPS: 1-900-745-1250
HORNY BLACK DUDES: 1-900-745-7273

Now with
DIGITAL SOUND

Sound so clear, you'll taste it!

1-800 PRO MALE

$1.25/MIN. V/McC

1-900-999-3333

$1.99/MIN. BILLED TO YOUR PHONE 18+

Men and Sex are waiting for you!

Mlimed
Local

Guys!

Record your personal ads FREE!
Listen to other guys ads FREE!
Hear someone you like,
leave them a message or chat live!

w19 264-MALE

Ad Code: 3250

® Origin Communications, Inc. 18+. Most features free, optional
features $2.49/min. Customer Service 800-933-8810.

Also Try TALK SALAD: @ 562.SALAD

Men Seeking Men, Couples, Hot Talk! (7252)

GROUP ACTION, BACKROOMS
ONE-ON-ONE, LOCAL DATING

. EXXXTREME
Special Live . HOT SAMPLES
Gay Party 011-239-3235

WILD & DIRTY Live Gay Cruising
011 592 591 526 Cruise thmughwo telephone

lines for a live one-on-one chat.

erine Nl 1-268-404-6433

)~ VOICE:MAIL PERSONALS -
| - MESSAGE NOTIFICATION -
» DIRECT CONNECT -

PUB. 100

PHILWAUKEE (414) 344 5889

200D by




Wagner
Continued From Page 1

Milwaukee Support for Falk
Among those who have sent contributions
to her campaign are several Milwaukee
politicians who in the past have supported

Gay and Lesbian rights. The list includes
State Representatives Barb Nottestein,
Shirley Krug, and Peter Bock, Milwaukee
County Supervisor Dorothy Dean, State
Senator Gwen Moore, and Congressman
Tom Barrett.

One Milwaukee Gay political activist bit-
terly commented that in future that city’s
Gays and Lesbians should start looking at
who those it supports are supporting in other
races. “This is an important race for us lo-
cally and nationally. | don’t understand why
these people have turned on an outstanding,
well qualified leader like Dick Wagner and
intervened in a race that has no impact on
their own constituencies.”

The Wisconsin Light contacted several of
these officials. Congressman Barrett com-
mented that his support came from the fact
that he had known Falk for years, but added
that if Wagner survives the primary he will
have Barrett’s support.

State Representatives Potter and Notistein
told The Wisconsin Light that while they
believed that Dick Wagner is a very well
qualified candidate, they also feel that Falk
is qualified too. Both said that Falk has
asked for their support and that Wagner
didn’t. Both also said that some Gay and
Lesbian leaders were supporting Falk. As
Potter put it “Kathleen asked me for my
help. Dick didn’t.”

Nottestein added that Falk is extremely
bright. She also called Wagner an able,
qualified person adding that she would de-
highted if he won, but felt that Falk’s record
on a wide variety of issues qualified her for
the job. -

One of the leaders mentioned by both of

CLASSIFIEDS

[nnanineRld;e—B&Beq)forwmyn. Hot tub,
sauna, veg brunch. Hike, x-ski, rest. Near Esu Claire.
By res. (715) 984-2272. b

Chanticleer Guest House—located on 30 private
acres in picturesque Door County, WI. Suites in-
clude: double whirlpool, fireplace, private bath, en
tertainment center, breakfast to room. For reserva:
tion or color brochure, call Bryon and Darrin at
(414) 7460734 u

Body Improvement
e e e e e R e

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom ‘vecuum pumps or surgical. Gain 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe, Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

Lose Weight Now
The Iast weight loss program you will ever need.
Money Back Guarantee. Doctor recommended. 100%
natural. Successfully used by over 20 million people
worldwide in the last 15 years. Not sold in any store.

For details call: (414) 529-0862. d
Lesbians

Study secks Lesbians for telephone interviews about
feelings and barriers related to breast exams. Confi-
dentiality guaranteed. Secking Midwest women, aver
51, with no cancer. Please call 1-800-991-5539. .d

FOR SALE

Beautify Your Home with framed original pain-
tins—prints —mirrors and collectibles. Call (414)
645-7787 for Appt. 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Sorry, cash
only.

Want to sell two beds, One waterbed, excellent con-
dition, king-size, mahogany frame, large canopy, mir-
rors. $500 or will consider best offer. Also, king-size

futon sofs bed, excellent condition. $500. Call (414)

744-0887.

CLASSIFIEDS

them is Steve Starkey of the Wisconsin
Community Fund. The WCF, centributes to
a wide variety of organizations committed to
empowerment. Starkey says that he believes
that Wagner is well qualified for the posi-
tion, but that his priorities are the environ-
ment and the poor. “Dick has a good record
on these issues,” he says, “But Kathleen
does too and [ believe that they will be pri-
orities for her.”

Some would say that the point about some
leaders supporting Falk is well taken, but
others would say that no matter what the
minority group is, there will always be those
who will look at issues other than that
group’s interests in setting their priorities.
For example there were African Americans
who refused to support Jesse Jackson's bids
for the Presidency.

Mark Pocan, an openly Gay former Dane
County Supervisor says, that while Falk and
Wagner are similar in their positions on the
issues, “When you look at issues affecting
the Gay community, Wagner wins hands
down. His qualifications are unmatched by
any candidate that’s ever run for office in
Dane County. In the past Dick has delivered
on a wide range of issues.

~ Wagner Refuses PAC Money

Wagner has refused to accept Political
Action Committee money. He even declined
financial help from the Victory Fund, a na-
tional Les/Bi/Gay PAC dedicated to electing
openly Les/Bi/Gay office holders.

Furthermore in an interview with The
Wisconsin Light, conducted in November,
Dick Wagner said that while he would wel-
come support from outside Dane county he
would not solicit it. He said he believed the
race should be decided by Dane county resi-
dents and not by outside interests.

Union Support For Falk

In addition to her outside Dane County
support, Falk has strong support from Madi-
son’s chapter of AFSCME, Dane County’s
Public Employees Union. Wagner’s people
say the some in the union favored Falk be-
e ————— T

Housing/Rent

-

e e e e
Milwnukee-Bayview $200 first month's rent 2

bdmn., livingroom, diningroom, appliances, heat in-
cluded. Security deposit. Contact Bobby @ (414)
4820311

#
Roommate to share 3 bedroom house near East
Point Shopping Center with two GWM, smokers with
cats. Great yard, free laundry facilities, on bus routes.
$300 per month including all utilities. Deposit re-
quired. (414) 347-0749.

Sleeping Room for Rent

231 South 2" Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

Osrganizations

GALANO CLUB. A dso{ialbc_::lub serﬂng—’tthe
i ay and Lesbian community
rkeec‘::lr::;;!gch(édﬂled AA, NA, Al-Anon, ACOA
ang other 12-step meetings. Open nightly. 2408
N. Farwell Avenue, (414) 276- 6936 X
National Gay Pilots Association
welcomes all aviation enthusiasts.
Newslelter, Events, Personals
" NGPA, Dept. MKE PO Box 27542
Washington, DC 20038-2742
(703) 6603852 n

Personals

GWM, 36, 5107, 190 Ib., br hair/eyes. Looking for, °

friendship/relationship. I'm handicapped/w speech
impediment. Am mobile. Will relocate; Am social -
drinker and smoker, Call Mark at (414) 253-0921. ¢

Season’s Greetings!
Gay Male, 6’1", 195 Ibs., Dark, exotic features, fi-

‘Write: James Bush, Jr., 4224 N. 22 St., Milwaukee,
WI 53209. Relocated from Michigan to area.

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

Palmer, Milwaukee, WI153212.

RATES ARE $2 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2,50. Also
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication, If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING

SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept
renewals.

any classifieds on the phone for placements or

Ramr

ADDRESS

PHONE

STATT
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cause it questioned whether or not an openly
Gay candidate could win. This is the same
reasoning the union is said to have used in
refusing to endorse Tammy Baldwin during
her successful primary campaign in 1992.
Wagner Claims Broad Support

Wagner has the endorsement and outspo-
ken support of a broad bipartisan group of
over 50 current and former office holders,
including Openly Lesbian State Representa-
tive Tammy Baldwin, Madison Mayor Paul
Soglin, former Republican Sheriff Jerome
Laacke, several members of the Dane
County Board of Supervisors and Dane
County area State Legislators.

Some say that it may not be enough. Falk
is raising more money and it is believed that
she can count on AFSCME’s considerable
political machinery in turning out her sup-
porters on primary day.

Falk’s Experience Questioned

Falk has never run for public office. At a
recent public forum when asked about her
experience in County government, Falk re-
plied that she had volunteered for “a couple
of campaigns™ for the County Board.

Baldwin, Soglin Praise Wagner

In her endorsement letter, openly Lesbian
State Representative Tammy Baldwin called
Wagner, “ a role model” and “a mentor.”
Baldwin credits Wagner for paving the way
for her own bids for office.

Madison Mayor Paul Soglin also sent a
letter to his supporters. In his letter Soglin
said “Now more than ever, county govern-
ment needs an experienced leader like Dick
Wagner who can bring people together, open
minds and move our community forward.”

If Falk should finish first or second in the
primary, her Milwaukee money conneclion
may become an issue in the general election
against Blaska who is currently leading
among those who have decided on a choice
in every campaign poll

Blaska a former County Board Chairman
is considered to be very conservative.
Blaska’s critics say that during his Chair-
manship the Dane County Board was
marked by deep divisions and an inability to
achieve consensus on important issues.

Although Blaska may finish in front of the
deld in the February primary, it is expected
that Dane County’s liberals will unite be-
nind the second place finisher in the general
election. With a hotly contested Mayor’s
race in Madison, Blaska’s first place finish
may mean nothing in the general election.

But that may mean nothing to Dick Wag-
ner if he doesn’t survive the primary. As his
a member of his campaign team said, “If
Gays and Lesbians really want to make an
impact there is no time like to present to
speak up with the dollars and their time, All
they have to do is call 257-5270."

Miller
Continued From Page 1

place,

In 1995, according to the Foundation’s
sping/summer 1996 newsletter, the Cream
City Foundation received grants in excess of
$32,000 from workplace contributions to A
Choice. This money was awarded to various

LesBiGayTrans community organizations,
individuals and to the support of events that
heightened the pride of the community.

Evita
Continued From Page 23

warmning us not to be too easily swayed,
and in prophetic terms, he influences our
reactions and gives the film balance and
stability.

In one remarkable surrealistic scene
before her death, he tangos with the
imaginary Eva, still rebuking her for her
unlived life, her unfullfilled promises. But
when she dies, he, too, sheds a tear—a
final note of irony.

Because the sequences of Eva's rise to
power must be accelerated in keeping
with the score, many reviewers have ac-
cused the film of limp characterization, of
no clear portraiture of the “real” Eva, and
of no specific point of view about the
woman herself. :

If there ever was a “real” Eva Peron,
she has long since been subsumed into
the mythical “Evita," and myth is the real
meat of the music. This is, after all, a
musical portrait, not a dramatic allegory,
and music always deals easily with myth,
especially one containing an overtone of
untimely death. Memory, then, has plenty
of room in which to linger.

The music itself suits the screen well.
Although combined with superb cinema-
tographic images edited in intelligent se-
guences for a change, the film score re-
mains close to Weber's original stage
conception, not appreciably altered.

One new song is unobtrusively added.
Although it has been reorchistrated with
discretion to match Parker's sensitive and
stunning cinematography which, in tumn,
enhances the metaphorical content of the

music, the score is not as sophisticated
as Weber's later Phantom of the Opera
and Sunset Boulevard. Neither is it as
“rock bound” as Jesus Christ Superstar
and what it may lack in sheer melodic in-
vention, it gains in momentum, spiraling
around the signature tune “Don't Cry"
which completes the incantation of Evita.

While a pre-recorded score must limit
the action to some degree, here, its mu-
sical economy increases the dramatic
scaling of events, and seems more alive
and expansive than the one tune show of
the stage production.

Yet, nothing seems overblown or bom-
bastic unlike other screen musicals. Eve-
rything seems tight and in correct propor-
tion to the material. Weber's score is all
of a piece, and, as his subsequent works,
approach musical-opera hybrid. In retro-
spect, Evita seems to have gained a
new lease on life.

Nothing more is needed. | did not miss
the spoken dialogue.

In comparison, with the deadly emo-
tional sterility of most of this year's “top”
films, the pretentious English Patient,
the cyncial cackles of Fargo, the dis-
jointed melodramatic chunks of Shine,
the shouting matches vying for emotion
in Jerry McGuire, the distorted self-
parodying of Courtney Love and Woody
Harrelson in Larry Flynt, much, much
sound and fury signifying nothing—we
can be grateful for Madonna's humbly
poignant reincamation of Evita. It's easy
to cry for her and many in the audience
did.

R Place

Continued from Page 12
scene.

The Newman's quickly became popular
bar owners and many patrons com-
mented on their fondness for the couple.
Mike and Nancy Newman were the main
financial backers of R Place.

Legal Complications

Legal complications arose when Danny
Newman refused to sign the bar license
over to his father, even though Danny had
made it clear that he would not be return-
ing to Madison. The City of Madison re-
quires that license holders reside within
the city. When Mike Newman tried to get
a new bar license issued to him, the City
said the process would take several
months.

The City told Mike Newman that Madi-
son erdinance requires that a license can-
cellation hearing take place before a new
license could be issued. This hearing re-
quired a 30 day notice. After the hearing
the license holder would have 30 days to
appeal the result. Only then could a new
license holder apply. All of that meant a
delay of several months in reopening the
bar.

The City also informed Newman that he
was operating with an invalid license.
Upon hearing that, he voluntarily closed
the bar until the legalities of the situation
could be worked out.

Verveer Intervenes

Enter openly Gay Madison Alderman,
Mike Verveer and the Madison City Attor-
ney's office. Verveer asked the City At-
torney's office to investigate the situation.
The results of that investigation revealed
that the original license was improperly
issued. The reason for this finding was

" that the license holder did not himself sign

the lease for the premises occupied by R
Place.

Asst. City Attomey, Rick Petri, sent a
letter to the ALRC recommending that the
license be transferred because the original
license holder had left town.

Alderman. Verveer then went to work
and cleared Mike Newman for quick ap-
proval for a new license application in his
own name. Newman is scheduled to ap-
pear before the ALRC on Wednesday
January 29, to ask for approval on his re-
quest. Verveer will be testifying at the
hearing in favor of the application.

Verveer tfold The Wisconsin Light
“Given the unfortunate circumstances re-
garding Mike's son Danny leaving Wis-
consin and his total cooperation and hon-
esty in his dealings with the City, | can not
imagine this request being denied.”

If the Alcohol and -License Review

‘Committee approves Newman's request,

The full council will vote on that request
on February 4. Scandals should be able
to open later in the week.

Verveer said he was pleased with the
cooperation his office received from the
City Attomey and the ALRC.

“The expeditious manner in which the
Alcohol and License Review committee
has acted in scheduling this matter for a
special meeting allows Madison to retain
an important Les/Bi/Gay social gathering
place right off the Capitol Square,”
Verveer said.

Keep reading The Wisconsin Light for
updates on the reopening of Scandals.

-
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Why I Choose to
Leave The Roman
Catholic Church

By Rev. Dr. Robert Goss

I embarked on a journey into exile as both
an unliacized Catholic priest and lover seven-
teen years ago. I left active ministry as a Jesuit
priest and began to explore love and alterna-
tive ministry as a priest on the margins of the
Catholic Church.

In the early days, Dignity, a Gay and Les-
bian Catholic organization, challenged the
Catholic bishops with a vision of inclusion and
justice. In the last years, Dignity has faltered
from a lack of vision on the national level and
a well-orchestrated plan to render it useless by
the U.S. Catholic bishops.

While I spent six months on research in
Boston in 1993, I asked the local Dignity
chapter to allow me to preside at the Sunday

Eucharist on the anniversary of the death of’

my lover of 16 years. Frank had been presi-
dent of that chapter for 2 years, and I was on
the board of directors for 2 years and chaplain
for several years.

The title of my book, published in 1993, Je-
sus ACTED UP, terrified the decision-makers
of the Boston chapter and I was denied presid-
ing at the funeral anniversary of my lover who
had given much to that chapter. The chapter
weaders were orily interested in duplicating the
structures of Catholic parish life or stretch
those structures at accept their sexual lifestyle.

On a local and national level, Dignity has
been unable to offer Queer Catholics a vision
of jusuce that comprehended homophobia as
embedded in misogvny or connected to racism,
ageism, classism, etc.

Where are the Catholic voices? I have re-
ceived quiet support for Jesus ACTED UP
from many Gay Catholics from religious or-
ders such as the Jesuits, Dominicans, Francis-
cans, Tappists among others.

Many lay voices such as Kevin Calegari, the
prophetic leader of Dignity, have expressed
thanks for the courage to speak a challenging
vision of Queer Christian liberation. We will
always share Christ's body.

Where are the Catholic voices on Amend-
ment 2? Two Catholic legal associations have
filed briefs with the Supreme Court in support
of the infamous Amendment 2.

Where are the voices of the theologians of
the Catholic Theological Society of America?
They have not filed any briefs against
Amendment 2. The Quakers and several other
religious organizations have filed briefs against
Amendment 2.

Outside of the few voices such as John
McNeill and myself, where now are the

Catholic Gay and Lesbian voices? Jeanine -

Grammick and Robert Nugent have caved into
the terroristic climate; they now involve them-
selves with PFLAG and iead tours of the Holy
Land.

Priests, nuns and the-sogians have rematned

silent. The Queer community has too painfully
discovered the truth of the ACT UP slogan
“SILENCE =DEATH.” Where are now the
voices on the blessing of our unions and or-

daining openly Gay clergy?

The Catholic Church is a dead institution.

It's liturgies are necrophilic when they fail to
include Catholic women and Queers. Its the-
ologies of sexuality are impoverished, promot-
ing an anti-choice position, the secondary
status of women and the exclusion of Queers.

Its response to the AIDS pandemic has been
too little and too late. Institutional necrophiliz
has numbed the Catholic Church to certain
justice cases.

There are, however, a number of Catholic-
based communities here and in the Third
World, quietly resist and struggle against the
terrorism of the Catholic hierarchy. But their
Jjustice issues have barely included women's
@sanes and have hardly imagined Queer justice
issues.

I prayed for discernment on the direction to
move: Whether to start a new movement to
challenge Catholic homophobia or to leave al-
together.

I have maintained contact with a number of
Queer Christian prophets in a number of de-
nominations. I have investigated the Universal
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community
Churches (UFMCC) in St. Louis for the lasi
two years and have been impressed by its
commitment to social transformation.

In other parts of the county, the churches ot
the UFMCC have been fire-bombed and mem-
bers have been killed for being Queer and
Christian. Even though the UFMCC fas met
all the admission requirements of the National
Council of Churches, it has been denied ad-
mission because of the issue of Queer sexual
ity.

This Spring I took the initial step of offering
my theological and teaching expertise to Sa-
maritan Institute for Religious Studies which
provides theological training: for UFMCC
clergy candidates. My offer was accepted and
1 was immediately put to work to teach theol-
ogy and sexuality in the dual enrollment pro-
gram with Chicago Theological Seminary and
invited to join a steering committee for Sa-
maritan’s first theological conference in 1996.

The UFMCC is by no means the perfect
Christian community. It is growing and
struggling with issues of racism, classism,
economic oppression, etc. The UFMCC is

generations ahead of Catholic Christianity with -

a vision of justice and compassion. The
UFMCC is, I believe, where a Queer Catholic
Christianity needs to grow.

I recognize that God's Spirit s actively
transforming the UFMCC into a prophetic
change community, posing an alternative vi-
sion of justice-love and inclusions to the main-
line Christian denominations.

Advocate of Marijuana for AIDS Patients
Says Arrest Will Not Stop Him

Providence, RI- As Todd McCormick sits
in an Ohio jail, charged with possessing 31
pounds of marijuana, he eagerly awaits the
day when he can resume giving away the drug.

McCormick and his girlfriend were arrested
while driving from San Diego to Providence to
start a “compassion club'' for seriously ill
people who use marijuana to dull their pain.

“When 1 get home this time, I'm going
nuts,”' McCormick, 25, said in a telephone
interview from the Correction Center of
Northwest Ohio in Stryker. “I'll have fields in
my front yard. I'm going ballistic, no holds
barred. If they want to come get me, put me in
jail, so be it.""

McCormick estimates there are between 30
and 50 compassion clubs across the country.
The 3,200-member San Francisco Cannabis
Buyer's Club is believed to be the largest such
group.

As reported in the last issue of Light, the
clubs are organized by people who grow
marijuana and then visit support groups for
patients with AIDS and other diseases. They
offer the drug for free or very cheaply.

McCormick, who runs the 20-member San
Diego Compassionate Use Club, said members
must provide photo identification and a doc-
tor's letter describing their condition. They
also must sign a statement indicating they
know they are breaking the law.

The Drug Enforcement Administration says
it is aware of compassion clubs but has not
targeted them for enforcement.

The Food and Drug Administration has
granted marijuana prescriptions to 15 people
suffering from cancer, AIDS, spinal cord in-
juries, multiple sclerosis and glaucoma. Seven
have since died.

The Bush administration put a stop to medi-
cal testing and medical use of marijuana in
1992, saying it could harm patients who had
safer alternatives. The Clinton administration
upheld the ban last year.

“Sound scientific studies supporting these
claims are lacking despite anecdotal claims

that smoked marijuana is beneficial,'" Assis-
tant Health Secretary Philip Lee said in an-
nouncing the decision to members of Congress
who support medical marijuana use.

But McCormick says there are studies which
claim marijuana can ease the pain of cancer
and AIDS treatments, alleviate muscle spasms
for people with spinal cord injuries and relieve
the eye pressure that blinds glaucoma suffer-
ers.

He has used marijuana to ease the pain of
Histiocytosis X, a cancerous overgrowth of the
cells that normally protect people from infec-
tion, The disease attacks bone marrow, the
blood, liver and spleen. McCormick had the
first five vertebrae of his spine fused when he
was 2 and underwent eight more operations
over the next seven years.

McCormick, who was in constant pain, first
discovered marijuana while riding in a car
with his mother as she smoked it. “I went
from not wanting to do anything to “Can I go
out and play?'"' he said. 5

He said marijuana reduced the nausea and
loss of appetite caused by radiation treatments
and chemotherapy. He continued to use it after
his cancer went into remission because it eased
the pain from his fused vertebrae and the’ side
effects of radiation treatments, which stunted
the. growth of his left hip, leaving his left leg
two inches shorter than the righe.

“(MaYijuana) sets your mind at ease which
sets your body at ease which allows your body
to heal,"" McCormick said. “If I don't have
cannabis it's too uncomfortable to stretch. It
dulls the pain enough that I can sit and concen-
trate on movement."'

McCormick and Natalie Byrd were pulled
over July 18 by an Ohio staie trooper because
the curtains on their van were drawn, blocking

the rear view. Three days later, Drug En- |

forcement Agents raided McCormick's San

Diego club, seizing marijuana, growing tools

and signatures supporting a California ballot
initiative to legalize marijuana.

Dykes ToWatch Out¥or by Alison Bechdel
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McCormick and Byrd, who were both stiil groups to raise money for McCormick's
jailed as we go to press, could get up to 30 $150,000 bail and legal expenses. They hope
years in prison if convicted of drug possession. the case will draw attention to their fight for
Whether McCormick planned to use the mari- legalized marijuana. >
juana for medicinal purposes makes no differ- McCormick said the risk of arrest is worth
ence in the case, prosecutor William Bish said. giving other sick people the opportunity for
A group called the Todd McCormick Alli- relief. “I'm trying to remove the criminal ele-
ance is campaigning on the Internet computer ment,"" he said. “You shouldn't have to go on
network and through marijuana legalization the street.”

Linda Stuart-
William, DDS

Dental
Care

for the HIVVAIDS Community

MALD

MILWAUKEE AIDS PROJECT

Wisconsin’s First HIY Dental Clinic

MAP is pleased to announce the opening of its new dental dinic,
dedicated to caring for adults living with HIV and AIDS. Services
indude examinations, deanings, x-rays, filings, partils, oral hygiene
education, dental assessments & referrals. Clinic hours are
Monday & Thursday 9 am.-6 pm. All forms of insurance are
accepted. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ability to pay.

CALL 225-1571 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

MAP is a service agency of the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, Inc. (ARCW).
Dental services are provided in collaboration with the
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