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MAP Cuts Ribbon on
Wisconsin’s First
HIV Dental Clinic

Milwaukee—Joined by Congressman
Tom Barrett (D-Milwaukee), approximately
75 people gathered at the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) on Monday
evening, December 2™ for the formal open-
ing of ARCW’s new HIV dental clinic. The
opening was timed to coincide with the ob-
servance of World AIDS Day.

As reported in the last issue of Light, the
clinic is a collaborative effort between the
Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP) and the
Rainbow Community Centers.

The clinic is the first exclusively HIV
dedicated dental clinic in Wisconsin.

The clinic is equipped with the most mod-
em and up-to-date dental equipment and
will be staffed with a full-time dentist and
full-time dental hygienist. The clinic is lo-
cated on the third floor of the MAP build-
ing, 820 N. Plankinton Avenue in down-
town Milwaukee. The clinic will become
operational in January, 1997.

In his remarks prior to the ribbon cutting,
Doug Nelson, MAP’s Executive Director,
said that the need for the clinic “became
acute” with the closure of Doyne Hospital,
which was operated by Milwaukee County.
Prior to Doyne’s closing, many people with
HIV/AIDS received dental care there.

Nelson said that this need was brought to
ARCW's attention by Dr. Kay Kratz
who had been treating dental patients at
Doyne. “It was she,” he said, “who got the
ball rolling.” With the “strong and on-going
collaboration™ of the Rainbow Community
Health Centers, the clinic became a reality.

Nelson said that the clinic is expected to
serve “more than 600 people infected with
HIV/AIDS. “No one,” he emphasized
strongly, “would be tumed away due to fi-
nancial considerations.”

“We are determined to keep MAP services
convenient,” said Nelson. “With one visit to
MAP, clients can access a dentist, a nurse, a
lawyer, a housing advocate and a case man-
ager,”

Nelson was joined in cutting the ribbon by
Dr. Kratz and Dr. Richard Grzybowski of
the Rainbow Health Centers.

All MAP services are completely confi-
dential, with most at no charge. MAP also
offers free and anonymous HIV testing.

Those attending the ribbon cutting were
offered a delectable array of canapés catered
by Mr. Guy’s Catering.

See Exclusive Interview
With Super model
Steve Kelseo
Page 15

Doug Nelson, Executive Director of the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsm (ARCW), Dr. Richard Grzy-
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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.
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Tis A Sign of the Season when Milwaukee's Cream City Chorus sings at the City’s anmual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. The tree
lighting which took place on Saturday November 30, including fireworks, singing, the Police Band and a special appearance from Billie
the Brownie. The Cream City Chorus will hold its annual Holiday Concert at 8:00, Saturday December 14 at Cross Lutheran Church,
1821 N, 16 Street, Milwaukee. Tickets are available from Chorus members, and at the M & M Club, Afterwords Book Store, Designing

Men, This Is It and the BESTD Clinic.

Medical College’s CAIR Center Receives
Grants for HIV Prevention Studies

Milwaukee—Jeffrey A. Kelly, PhD.,
professor of psychiatry and mental health
sciences and director of the Center for AIDS
Intervention and Research (CAIR) at the
Medical College of Wisconsin, has been
appointed to serve on the national advisory
panel for “Mothers’ Voices United to End
AIDS.”

The group is a national non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to mobilizing mothers in
the battle against AIDS.

Dr. Kelly is one of the nation’s leading re-
searchers in AIDS prevention through
community-based prevention programs in
urban Milwaukee and small cities through-
out the country, for at-risk populations, in-
cluding Gay men, minority women and the
chronically mentally iil.

Dr. Kelly has been instrumental in secur-
ing a $4 million grant from the National In-
stitute of Mental Health to establish the
Medical College’s CAIR Center, one of the
four, major, nationally-designated centers
for AIDS intervention research.
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Jerry Johnson

Two New Grants

Dr. Kelly has received two grants totaling
almost §1 million to replicate a prevention-
intervention model and train scientists.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
awarded a $450,000, two year grant to study
Replication of Effective Community-Level
HIV Prevention Interventions.

The CDC study is based on research trials
of interventions to identify popular opinion
leaders within social networks of Gay men
and inner city women and then enlisting
their support to change the sexual behavior
of others by distributing messages about
risk reduction.

Researchers hope to develop a package of
educational materials replicating the model
and then disseminate it through public
health agencies.

Part of the project is to engage six AIDS
service and public health organizations in
Wisconsin to participate as partners. Re-
searchers will provide assistance and fol-
low-up assessment in what they hope wil
result in development of a refined model.

The second award, a five-year, $623,233
grant from the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIH), will be used to develop a
postdoctoral training program in HIV pre-
vention research.

The NIH funding will be used to under-
write two-year training periods for four
postdoctoral research fellows, emphasizing
the training of women and minorities.

HIV Preyention for
Young Women

A federal grant of $125,000 will allows
Medical College researchers to evaluate
programs that assist mothers in talking to
their adolescent daughters about avoiding
risks of HIV. The one-year award from NIH
establishes a collaboration between the
Medical College’s CAIR and the University
of Puerto Rico for a pilot project directed at
Puerto Rico's youth.

The focus is of particular importance be-
cause Puerto Rico has the second highest
HIV/AIDS rate of all US states and territo-
ries, and because the disease there particu-
larly affects young women.

Dr, Kelly will be the principal investigator
in the program.

By Bill Meunier
Henolulu--Whether
or not Gays and Lesbi-
ans will be allowed to
marry in Hawaii may
depend on the outcome
of a new court case
filed to stop a call for
the a State Constitu-
tional Convention,
Such a convention
would almost certainly
move o ban Same Sex
marriages, thereby ne-
gating an anticipated
Hawaiian Supreme
Court ruling that the
current State Constitu-
tion requires the issu-
ance of marage li-
censes to Same Sex

couples.

A controversial deci-
sion by Hawaiian Al-
torney General Mar-
jorie  Bronster has
added more legal fuel
to the firestorm over
whether or not Lesbi-
ans and Gays may le-
gally marry in the
Aloha State. Bronster
ruled that the results of
the November election
require the State to call
a Coenstitutional Convention.

Referendum Held

The current State Constitution mandates a
referendum on holding a Constitutional
Convention every 10 years. Opponents of
Same Sex marriage campaigned m favor of
the convention.

The referendum results were 163,869 Yes
votes and 160,153 No votes. On the surface
that would seem like enough for the conven-
tion to be called. Bronster ruled that “a
majority of voters were in favor of the con-
vention and ordered that one be held.

“Not so fast” say Gay activists and their
labor union allies. Over 45,000 ballots cast
in the election did not indicate a preference
for or against the convention, popularly
known as ConCon.

Those opposed to the convention say that
those 45,000 ballots must be counted as no
votes because language in the current State
Constitution requires that *‘a majority of
ballots cast” must be in the affirmative for
the Convention fo be called.

New Suit Filed

The question of what constitutes a majority
of votes will now go before the Hawaiian
Supreme Court thanks to a lawsuit filed by
the Hawaii State AFL-CIO and 35 others

TURN TO lIAWA!l, PAGE 27
PrideFest Announces
Dates and Theme for
PrideFest ‘97

Milwaukee—PrideFest will be back at
the Henry W. Maier Festival Park
(Summerfest Grounds) on June 6, 7, and 8
in 1997. As was announced in the Milwau-
kee Journal Sentinel, the Board of Direc-
tors of Milwaukee World Festivals ap-
proved the festival’s return to the park dur-
ing a meeting on November 14, 1996,

PrideFest also has announced that the
theme for 1997 is: “Sharing a World of
Difference.” The theme was adopted by the
“entire council.,” according to Susan Cook,
PrideFest Co-Director.

PrideFest has also announced the addition
of Jill Clark to the PrideFest Council. Clark
will be the entertainment coordinator for the
1997 festival. Clark has “years of experi-
ence working with festivals in both Racine
and Appleton, doing everything from devel-
opment to performing,” according lo the
PrideFest press release.
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Proposed Anti-Gay Amendment Dropped

Greenville, SC-AP-The author of the latest proposed resolution Lo condemn homosexual-
ity in Greenville County has abandoned the idea because of a lack of support.

County Councilman Richard Ashmore said his proposal would not have replaced a previ- .

ous anti-Gay stand, which condemns homosexuality as incompatible with community stan-
dards, but could have served as a new statement of the council’s beliefs.

Greenville County's original anti-Gay resolution approved earlier this year prompted Al-
lanta Olympic organizers to shroud the torch on its route through the county. The Tour
DuPont also dropped the county from next year's bicycle race.

Ashmore's proposed resolution condemns same-sex marriages and lifestyles that are
contrary to the teachings and principles of the Judeo-Christian beliefs." It also states that
county government would fight for what Ashmore described as the traditional family.

““This is a victory for us that he can't find the support to do this," said Susan Stallard,
chairwoman of ProJustice Carolina, a group that formed to fight the first anti-Gay stand.
Smith said the county’s version suffers the same constitutional infirmities."

Students Try Peer Counseling to Reduce AIDS
Threat

Nikiski, AK-AP- High schoolers here concerned about the spread of HIV infection are
working to stop the disease by counseling their peers.

Students are part of a nationwide group known as RARE-T, for Reduce AIDS Risks Ef-
fectively in Teens. About 10 Nikiski High students have joined together to advise other
teen-agers about the epidemic and its prevention.

Alaska observed World AIDS Day on Sunday, December 1, following a proclamation
signed the previous Friday by Gov. Tony Knowles. Organizers across the United States and
in 190 countries will show support for people with AIDS and offer information on the dis-
ease.

Events were held in Anchorage, Fairbanks and other Alaska cities.

Al Nikiski High School, student Travis Wellborn said he got involved in the teen group
because he knew people with the fatal disease.

“It's tragic,” he said. '1 don't wanl to see anyone get hurt."

The Nikiski group formed last year after a visit by an Anchorage chapter. Students com-
plete training that includes tips on how to make presentations and stage skits.

Shanda Hall, who said she joined the group afler a school survey showed her peers felt
comfortable talking to her, said the chapter stresses abstinence. “It's the only safe way," she
said.

The group also surveys students and parents to gauge what's already known about AIDS.
The students have made presentations at health classes and a health fair.

Teens can be hardest to reach, the students say. One advantage of approaching classes is
that no one gets singled out.

““This is an easy way to get things out ... without sounding like we're lecturing them," Hall
said.

Students say so far the teen group has been well-received.

Al first we were worried about how the school would feel about us talking about con-
doms but we just talk about the basics," Hall said. *"They (staff and administration) have
been real supportive. We've had no complaints." ~

Museum Draws Attention to HIV Among Native
Americans

Phoenix, AZ-AP-The Heard Museum, renowned for its collection of American Indian
artworks, will cover its signature sculpture on Sunday to call attention to the AIDS problem
among Indians. :

The one-day shrouding of ' Earth Song,"” by Apache sculptor Allan Houser, coincided with
the annual World AIDS Day and Day Without Art observances held around the nation,

“Our focus at the museum 1s Native American art and culture, and we wanted to raise
people's awareness of the epidemic of AIDS among Native American peoples,” museum
spokesman Mario Klimiades said.

According to the Phoenix Indian Medical Center, AIDS cases among Indians increased 20
percent from 1995 o 1996 _ a rate 20 percent higher than that of the general population.

And once they are diagnosed with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, Indians on average
have a 50 percent shorter life span than any other ethnic group with the disease, medical
center spokeswoman Constance James said.

The 137-bed center is the primary health care provider to five tribes and Indians living in
the Phoenix area. The center serves as a referral center for members of 34 tribes in Arizona,
Utah and Nevada.

The medical center also provides services and treatment to Indians who have HIV.

The shroud covering the museum sculpture contained statistics about the number of
Americans, including Indians, who have died of AIDS, Klimiades said. Visitors to the mu-
seum in downtown Phoenix received brochures containing AIDS information and poetry by
Native Americans.

(As part of the AIDS observance, the museum featured an exhibition called “"Native Sur-
vival: Response to HIV/AIDS." The works by Indian artists include paintings, collages,
sculpture and photographs.

On Sunday evening, Tempe Mayor Neil Giuliano lit a huge illuminated AIDS ribbon on
}‘hfl sid:d of A" Mountain near Sun Devil Stadium. A candlelight walk up the mountain
oLowed.

GAY VICTIM AWARDED $10 MILLION

Detroit— A Detroit man was beaten and shot six times in the lobby of his apartment
building while a security guard stood by and did nothing. The victim, now a paraplegic, was
awarded $10 million by a Wayne County jury on 21 November 1996. This judgment is
thought to be the largest ever in a Gay-bashing case. The judgment is against Pinkerton Se-
curity,

Sean McBride, 28, was attacked in January 1994 by three men who taunted and harassed
him for being Gay. After repeated insults and slurs were hurled at Mr. McBride, the action
turmed violent, ending with the six gun shots. The twenty-year-old security guard watched
and even laughed at some of the remarks during the half-hour incident.

Carol McNeilage, Mr. McBride's attorney, said that her client "thought [the Pinkerton
guard] would have gotten the, out of there." Of the verdict, she said, "Society has finally re-
alized that homosexuals are entitled to full respect and dignity."

TV GRANDMOTHER COMES OUT!

Los Angeles, CA — American television has been enriched by one more Lesbian char-
acter. Roseanne's mother Beverly Harris, played by Estelle Parsons on the popular sitcom,
came out to her family during Thanksgiving dinner. The show pointed out the frustrations
and pain Beverly felt living life in the closet and the challenge of coming out to one's family
regardless of age.

For years, Roseanne has been a leader in presenting Lesbian and Gay issues. From Nancy
(Sandra Bermhard) coming out as bisexual to the introduction of Roseanne's Gay business
partner Leon (Martin Mull) and his recent wedding to Scott (Fred Willard), Roseanne's
track record on Gay issues is unmatched. Roseanne's fair and accurate representation of les-
bians and Gay men gamered GLAAD Media Awards in 1992, 1993 and 1995.

“There is no doubt that both Roseanne and the ABC television network will receive their
share of bigotted attacks from religious extremists that, according to GLAAD's National
Communications Director Alan Klein, "want to deny the realistic rendering of the true
American landscape."

Lambda Defeats Anti-Gay Amendment in Florida

New York, —The Lambda Legal Defense Fund has won another victory in its fight
against Anti-Gay Rights referendums. Florida Circuit Judge Frederick D. Smith has handed
down a judgment invalidating Alachua County’s Amendment 1, which would have prohib-
ited the County’s Board of Commissioners from passing Gay rights measures.

In his decision, Smith stated, "Amendment 1 is indistinguishable from the amendment
struck down in Romer," the Colorado amendment that the Supreme Court rejected in Romer
v. Evans last May as a violation of the Constitution's equal protection clause.

Lambda Staff Attormey Suzanne B. Goldberg, who argued against the amendment at a
November 15 hearing in the case, Morris v. Hill, said, "Judge Smith made it very clear that
minor language changes between the Florida county and Colorado state amendments
amounted to a distinction without a difference. The law simply cannot single out a group of
citizens for discrimination no matter the words it uses to do so0." ]

The United States Supreme Court already has vacated a federal appeals court ruling up-
holding an amendment passed by the voters of Cincinnati. The amendment barred that Cin-
cinnati Common Council from passing Gay Rights legislation. That case must now be re- -
heard and the legal principles handed down in Romer v Evans, the case that overtumned
Colorado’s Amendment 2 must now be applied to the Cincinnati case.

Finally It's Official: Dornan Defeated -

Santa Ana, CA - Arch-conservative Republican Rep. Robert Doman lost his Orang
County, Calif., congressional seat to Democratic challenger Loretta Sanchez, according to
final election results. .

The long drawn out count of ballots cast in the Nov. 5 election, finally came to an end
with Election Officials saying that Sanchez, a 36-year-old businesswoman and political
newcomer, was the winner in the House race in southern California's 46th District by just
984 votes. Sanchez gamered 47,964 votes to Doman's 46,980, according to the final elec-
tion results released Friday. :

Rosalyn Lever, Orange County’s registrar of voters, said. “All the ballots have been
counted. These numbers should not change."

The White House threw its support behind Sanchez'. Both President Clinton and First
Lady Hillary Clinton made campaign appearances in the district. This was Doman’s sec-
ond defeat. The nine term Congressman also made a short run for the 1996 GOP Presiden-
tial nomination.

“'It's done. The people have spoken,” said John Shallman, campaign manager for Sanchez,
who claimed victory last week even though all of the ballots had yet to be counted. Dornan
was not immediately available to comment.

Last week, Doman said, *'I will not concede to an inarticulate, flaky, non-qualified per-
son." During the campaign he stated that Sanchez was “a dream candidate, a Catholic in
favor of Sodomy and Abortion.”

As it became clear that he was headed for defeat, Domnan claimed that his loss was due to
“election fraud” Dornan claimed that improperly naturalized citizens and illegal immi-
grants were allowed to vote for Sanchez. Numerous calls for Doman to produce any evi-
dence that would back up his contention have been met with silence. Doman also claimed
that he was defeated by the largest outpouring of Gay and Lesbian money in history.

In reality, less than 5% of Sanchez’s war chest came from Gay organizations.

Dornan alienated many voters with his harsh stands. At one point, he accused Congress-
man Steve Gunderson, (R-W1) of having “a revolving closet door.” He regularly denounced
President Clinton calling him “a draft dodger.”

A strong opponent of abortion, communism, gun control and Gay civil rights, Doman’s
futile Presidential bid turned off voters as did his support of California’s anti-immigrant
proposition 209. Dornan’s district is nearly 50% Hispanic.

Sanchez, a financial analyst who had never held elected office, campaigned as a moderate
while painting Domnan as an extremist out of step with the needs of his largely working-
class constituents. During the National Democratic Convention in Chicago last August,
Sanchez appealed to the Lesbian and Gay caucus for help with her campaign.
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BiSexuals and Transgenders Play Leading
Role in Creating Change Conference

Washington, DC—In the wake of the pas-
sage of the Defense of Marriage Act and
defeat of the federal Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, the re-election of Presi-
dent Clinton and the Supreme Court defeat
of Colorado's Amendment 2, some 2,000
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
(g/I/b/t) activists gathered from around the
country to plan strategy and actions that will
guide the Gay movement for the upcoming
year.

The 9th annual Creating Change confer-
ence, sponsored by the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), started just
one day after the national elections and
capped what can only be described as a
roller coaster year of highs and lows for
g/l/b/t people.

"We had a very strong turnout at Creating
Change because of the confluence of emo-
tional events this year," said Melinda Paras,
outgoing NGLTF executive director. "There
was the euphoria following the Supreme
Court ruling on Colorado’s Amendment 2,
then collective depression after the Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA) and the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination bill (ENDA),
then the ups and downs of the presidential
elections. It seems activists anxious to fig-
ure out what's next flocked to Creating
Change."

"What's next’ for the g/I/b/t movement can
be gauged by the workshops and plenary
speeches at Creating Change, said Kerry
Lobel, NGLTF executive director-designate.
"The conference is an incubator for many
new actions that shape our community's ac-
tivism. It's when we come together, cele-
brate our victories, mourn our defeats and
forge ahead."

Lobel, who was named new executive di-
rector by the NGLTF board in October, was
formally presented to the community at Cre-
ating Change. She took the helm of the Task
Force on December 1, 1996.

Creating Change in
Corporate America

This year the conference featured the an-
nouncement of the new national coalition of
workplace groups, COLLEAGUES. The
group, which features an unprecedented ar-
ray of corporate and labor supporters, will
fight to change how corporate America
treats g/l/b/t employees.

COLLEAGUES announced at Creating
Change that its first projects will include
sponsoring the Out and Equal in the 90's
workplace conference; a "Lavender Seal of
Approval” for the 10 best and worst compa-
nies; the "Executive Supports" group for
management; and a resource clearinghouse
for domestic partnership, anti-
discrimination policies and other workplace
issues.

So far, the group has announced an initial
board of directors, which includes NGLTF
and the Human Rights Campaign (HRC),
plus g/l/b/t employee caucus representatives
from AT&T, Lucent Technologies, Pride at
Work (the Gay union group), SEIU, AF-
SME, Xerox, GLOBE Federal employee
group, Bell Atlantic, American Airlines and
more. Interim co-presidents of COL-
LEAGUES are Sheryl Robertson of Lucent
Technologies and Steve Horn of IBM,

Grassroots Movements
Highlighted at Conference

Creating Change 1996 also hosted an un-
precedented number of state g/l/b/t organi-
zations that came together in an all-day
planning intensive to build a stronger grass-
roots movement. Activists from state lob-
bies grappled with the effect of the Defense
of Marriage Act on their local legislatures,
among other issues.

The new National Alliance of Gay and
Lesbian Community Centers brought to-
gether some 100 representatives from urban
and rural centers to strengthen their net-
work. The Alliance gelled at last year's Cre-
ating Change conference and has grown
ever since.

Several new community centers an-
nounced they were open for business, in-
cluding the recently formed Gay/Lesbian
Community Center of the Ozarks.

Bill Clinton and You:
Elections in the Spotlight

Much of the buzz at Creating Change was
in response to the re-election of President
Clinton. At the Conference NGLTF released
an analysis of the elections that, among
other things, noted a six percent drop in
support for Clinton over 1992 according to
Voters News Service exit polling group.

In 1992, 72 percent of self-identified g/l/b
voters picked Clinton, compared with 66
percent this year,

Exit polls also noted an increase in self-
identified g/l’/b voters from 3.2 percent in
1992 to 5 percent in 1996,

"The decision of the Dole campaign to not
wage an overtly anti-Gay campaign, along
with Clinton's endorsement of the Defense
of Marriage Act and the "don't ask, don't

tell” Gays in the military policy, may have
resulted in g/l/b/t support of Cli};m}n ydlmm’ in-
ishing," said NGLTF executive director-
designate Kerry Lobel. :

The Task Force welcomes the
"opportunity to work with the Clinton Ad-
ministration for another four years to ad-
vance an agenda of equality and faimess,"
said Lobel. "At the same time there clearly
1s a mixed relationship between the Clinton
Administration and the g/I/b/t community --
sometimes positive and often strained. In
1992 we voted on our hopes with the new
Administration, this year we voted on our
mixed history."

In further analysis of the elections,
NGLTF pointed out that every member of
the U.S. Senate and House who voted
against DOMA and up for re-election -
some of which faced close election races --
won their battle, debunking the election year
Gay-baiting ploy of the sponsors of the anti-
Gay measure.

Bisexuals and Transgenders
Create Change

Representatives of the Bisexual and
Transgender community held a first-ever
meeting at the Conference with a White
House representative to discuss discrimina-
tion, violence, ENDA, Bi and Trans visibil-
ity and inclusivity in the Administration and
other issues.

Richard Socarides, outgoing White House
liaison to the g/I/b/t community, met with
the Bi and Transgender leaders to hear their
concerns in a meeting that was described as
productive and promising. Among other
things activists pushed for future meetings
with White House officials, including Presi-
dent Clinton.

Meanwhile, some 50 Bi, Trans, Gay and
Lesbian activists picketed outside the na-
tional headquarters of the American Psychi-
atric Association during a torrential down-
pour. The protest was one of the first times
that mainstream Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual
groups, including NGLTF, Intemational
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commis-
sion, National Center for Lesbian Rights,
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion and BiNet USA, joined transgender ac-
tivists for a jointly-coordinated action.

The activists protested the use of Gender
Identity Disorder to pathologize transgender

eople and gender-variant youth as
“mentally ill." In 1973, the National Gay
Task Force successfully pushed the APA to
remove homosexuality from its list of men-
tal disorders.
Workshops Galore and a
Call To Progressive Action

Creating Change featured more than 100
workshops and caucuses clustered under
several main “"themes," including: Anti-
Violence, Campus, Elections, Families,
Fighting the Right, Fundraising, Health,
International, Leadership, Legislative, Mar-
riage, Media, Organizational Development,
Organizing, People of Color, Political
Questions, Public Schools, Aging/Ageism,
Sex/Sexuality/Gender ldentify, Spirituality,
Surviving and Thriving, Transgender,
Workplace, Youth and more.

The youth track in particular attracted a
large crowd as the leadership of the young
g/l/b/t community convened to lay out or-
ganizing and visibility strategies.

Creating Change plenary speaker Carmen
Vazquez, public policy director at the N.Y.
Gay and Lesbian Community Services
Center and long-time activist, galvanized
the conference with her speech, titled
"Wounded Attachments."

A call to action for a real progressive
movement, Vazquez exhorted, "I believe in
our spirit and I believe in our capacity to
embrace not only freedom—individual free-
dom -- but liberation. I believe in our ca-
pacity to understand, and to take hold and
give voice, leadership and vision to the no-
tion that liberation isn't solely about the at-
tainment of individual rights but about the
attainment of justice for all. I believe that
despite our wounds...we are uniquely posi-
tioned to take leadership in an American
Movement for Social Justice."

Openly Gay Congressman Barney Frank
and African-American Lesbian poet Cheryl
Clarke also delivered moving plenary
speeches.

Next Year In San Diego

Next year'’s Creating Change conference,
the 10th annual event, will be held over the
Veteran's Day weekend in San Diego,
Workshop proposals are welcome. Contact
Sue Hyde, NGLTF conference organizer, al
(617)492-6393, shyde@ngitf.org, for more
information.

December 5, 1996—December 18, 1996—WISCONSIN LIGHT—3

f

.

& Givea gift

®® GAYy PEOPLE'S
UNION, INC.

OVER 25 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

GPU HOTLINE

GPU LIBRARY & GAY
ARCHIVES

SPONSOR - QUEER TV

Donations are Tax
Deductible

GPU

P.O. Box 208
Milwaukee, WI 53201

THIS AD DONATED BY
BOOT CAMP SALOON

o R
T GIVEAN "

ENDURING
GIFTTO
YOUR
FAVORITE
CHARITY

 IFTS FER THE COMMINY

that gives back to all of us g

G/L Community Center Trust Fund
P.O. Box 1686
Milwaukee, W1 53201
INFO LINE: 414-643-1652

Building Fund Endowment Fund

%

The Wisconsin Community Fund (WCF) is the leading fund
for social change and justice in our state.

For 15 years we have supported organizations fighting for
the rights of Gays and Lesbians, African Americans, the
disabled, the homeless, and many others. Your contribution
to us this season will
help all of these communities.

Come join us December 27 at First Unitarian Church when we
celebrate the African holidays of Kwanzaa with a special
festival of socially-conscious films.

A Kwanzaa Brunch and Educational Program
will follow on December 29.

For more information call John Adekoje at
(414) 449-0608, or write to:
WCF Milwaukee Office
3617 North 48th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53216

Give to YOUR
Lesbian & Gay
Community

CHRIEANM~ €

Y

FOUNDATITON

Keeping the Spirit

Cream City Foundation
Box 204

265-0880

( Milwaukee, Wi 53201
|

of Community Alive
Throughout the Year




December 5, 1996—December 18, 1996—WISCONSIN LIGHT—4

Editorial

We Can’t Do It Alone

We believe in real commitment to the community. In the past year alone, The Wisconsin
Light sponsored and/or donated to: AIDS Walk Wisconsin, Dancing For AIDS, PrideFest,
the LAMM Variety Show, the Magic Picnic, The Madison Pride celebration, the Make A
Promise Dinner, plus numerous fund raisers to help other organizations including the Cream
City Foundation, LAMM, the Galano Club, BESTD Clinic and St. Camillius AIDS
Ministry. We are proud of our commitment to OUR community.

Over the years we have donated and helped raise many thousands of dollars for our
community. We have done this in addition to putting out a nationally respected newspaper
with high journalistic standards on a biweekly basis for nearly 10 years. But we can’t do it

alone.

Groups like the Cream City Foundation, the Wisconsin Community Fund, Gay People’s
Union, the New Harvest Foundation and others need and deserve your support. Many
people who willingly write out holiday checks to other organizations often forget that good
work, the hard work, the wonderful work that these and other groups are doing for them and

the rest of our Gay community.

This year when you are making out your Holiday list, don’t forget the friends who are
helping all of us throughout the year. Add the names of a Les/Bi/Gay charity or two. The
people who wark so hard keeping this community going would love to get a nice Holiday

greeting from you.

This LesBiGay “Community” of Ours is
Becoming a Bunch of Cattle Queers

Commentary by Dan E. Boy

Whatever happened to Queer Activism?
Where are all the drag queens, leather boys,
dykes on bikes, and Queer Nationeers? It
seems' that we are seeing fewer and fewer
"radical" activists who really want to make
a change in this country, and more of the
"political” activists who band together only
when they are attacked.

This doesn't mean that those who work to
organize the fight against the religious right
and their like are not doing good work, or
that this work is unnecessary, yet al what
cost does it come?

Those in "power" in the LesBiGay com-
munity are constantly working to present the
image thal we are "just like them." They try
o show how we are exactly the same as
everyone else, that we all strive for the same
things. Whether it's saying that we too have
family values.” or that we are all
"upstanding" citizens of the community, it is
all an effort to make the point that we are
"normal."

Instead of focusing on the fact that we are
all people, and that all people have cultural,
religious, and other differences, this view-
point tries to drive home a point that we are
Just like those who are attacking us.

But what happens to those who do not fit
this stereotype? We aré asked to change, to
conform to the way we should acl for the
"common” good. Or we are forced to remain
in the background.

The Gay press, local and national, bla-
iggr}:ly IENores us or projects us in a negative
1ght.

The political groups we have worked for
distance themselves from us,

The families we have created in the Queer
community desert us.

This push for conformity IS having an af-
fect -- it's pushing us back into a closet, a
new kind of closet. It is a closet in which we
all have to act in a certain way, or we cannot
be a part. It is no better than the military's
"Don't Ask — Don't Tell" Policy. It is an-
other way to hide us from the world, so that
we are not seen as a stain on the image of
this "great country of freedom."

Where will this new political move take
us? Will it win us the freedom to love oth-
ers, a freedom granted us by our birth? Or
will it only force us further back, back be-
fore Stonewall and into the 50's, a place Pat
Robertson yeams to be. And who will be
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forced to change next?

Maybe transexuals and cross-dressers, be-
cause they give us a bad name, or men and
women being asked not to wear leather be-
cause it makes "them" think that all we are
interested in is sex.

It wasn't good little men in suits and sub-
missive women in dresses that took the first
step at Stonewall. It was drag queens, dykes
and fags. It was people who weren't going
to take it anymore. It was people who re-
fused to have to hide themselves away and
be ashamed.

We are NOT all alike,. we are all com-
pletely different. Every one of us has their
own hopes and dreams. Every one of us has
longings for completely different things, but
we are ALL being repressed -- and not just
by others.

We all need to be able to have our place in
this country, and we won't get that place "at
the table" by becoming LesBiGay clones.
Queers are a very vital and necessary part of
this revolution, and to force us away from
you will only lead you further into the mold
that the religious right is creating for you, a
mold created in their own image.

Letters

Tum your LIFE INSURANCE into CAH NOW
Your NEEDS must be met.........ccerereereerereens NOW, CASH, NOW

Your DREAMS must be fulfilled..............5...
HIV-Challenged
(Call for FREE Brochure and Video

Viatical Sements, Inc.

' Founding Member NP\  Member NAPWA

Monogamy?

TO THE EDITOR:

What do you do when you find out your lover's
having an affair?

My lover and | have been together for five years.
We're both in our early 30s. He's good looking (at
least I think he is—and other guys do too), got a good
build on him, and he's something of a flirt. Well, I
didn't mind that, as long as nothing came of it, and he
said it was all “just having fun.” When we decided to
be lovers, I told him I believed in monogamy and he
said that was okay with him.

The sex was great. We were best friends as well as
lovers and it was great. So, when | saw him flirting
with this cute guy in a bar, [ didn’t think anything. It
was all just fun, right? Right.

The next time we were in that bar, my lover and this
guy sat together talking, with their heads close to-
gether, that sort of thing,

Not too long after that, my lover and I were in a

CAR NOW

bar. It was crowded and my lover disappeared out the
door with his friend. which is what a friend told me.

For awhile, I pretended that nothing was going on,
but I knew it was, like every Friday or Saturday night.

It really hurt for awhile and then I figured Oh what
the hell. My lover hadn’t changed. We were still good
friends and our sex together was great, so if he liked to
be in bed with some other guy, well as long as he
played safe, [ could live with it.

The upshot of it is that my lover's friend and 1 be-
came friends too. He's a nice guy. And maybe mo-
nogamy isn't the way to go for everyone and a closed
relationship is too confining. So, with that out of the
way, | can cruise too—and go home with someone
too, That's okay.

Marcus
Wisconsin

Gay Leaders?

TO THE EDITOR:

The reaction of Wisconsin’s Gay “establishment” to
the chain saw murder of a 15-year-old boy in northem
Wisconsin is most unfortunate,

The reporting in a Gay Milwaukee newspaper,
Wisconsin Light, doesn’t leave much room for com-
plaint, though it's questionable why a super-bold
headline “Murder Suspect Sought in Green Bay, Mil-
waukee” was needed on the front page of the paper,
especially since the headline appeared over a full color
picture of Barbra Streisand. Fortunately, pictures of
the suspect had already appeared in the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel, so people knew what he looked
like.

The reaction of a group calling itself the *Human
Rights League,” as reported by Wisconsin Light, is
more disturbing. The group reportedly said, “The is-
sue of sexual orientation is unrelated to the possible
crime involved." and then went on to extend “its deep-
est sympathy” to the murdered boy’s family.

Would the NAACP extend its deepest sympathy to
a family if the murderer happened to be Black?
Would B'nai Brith extend its deepest sympathy to the
family of & victim murdered by a Jewish man? No,
and no. Why do Gay “leaders” cooperate in the stig-
matization of Gays by acting as if they're suffering
from a sense of communal guilt?

If a murderer poses a threat TO the Gay commu-
nity, sensational publicity is very justified as a wam-
mg 1o people who might be in danger of becoming
victims. The fact that the Milwaukee police were
touring Gay bars looking for the suspect is both
newsworthy and an indication that such a danger
could exist.

But as the Wisconsin Light story says, the police
Were very uncooperative in refusing to release perti-
nent information to Wisconsin Light, which didn’t
even publish the picture of the suspect that appeared

condoms
than you can

shake a

stick at!

We are well known for our
prominent & ample selection
of condoms. Choose from 2

variety of sizes, colors &

textures. Polyurethane condoms,
“super-cheap” generic condoms,
even individual condoms.
Plus, scads of lubes.

COMMUNITY
PHARMACY

341 State Street
(at Gorham) MADISON
call for a catalog (608) 251-3242,
ty (608) 251-5339,
prescriptions (608) 251-4454

several times m the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
The withholding of information by police suggests

that they weren't at all interested in apprehending this

(alleged) murderer in order to protect the Gay com-

munity from danger, but were only interested in acting

out the stereotype of the Gay man as a threat to chil-

dren. It's too bad they found the Gay “leaders” to co-

operate with them.

Al Gelershach

Milwaukee
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Nearly $1 Million Settlement Reached in
Anti-Gay Student Violence Case

Eau Claire, WI—In a landmark case
Wednesday, November 22, 1996, Wiscon-
sin school officials agreed to pay nearly $1
million to settle a federal lawsuit by
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund
on behalf of a young Gay man who suffered
brutal anti-Gay assaults and harassment at
the hands of fellow students during his
years in school.

Lawyers for the former student, Jamie
Nabozny, now 21, of Ashland, Wisconsin,
worked through the night to reach the un-
precedented settlement with the school after
a federal jury in Eau Claire found three
Ashland school officials liable for not pro-
tecting Nabozny while he was a student.

Patricia M. Logue, managing attorney for
Lambda’s Chicago-based Midwest Re-
gional Office, said, “This is the first time
ever that a federal jury has had the chance to
judge a school for its response to anti-Gay
violence. The entire country should leam a
lesson from the results.”

In an agreement reached before the jury
had a chance to consider damages in the
case, the Ashland officials agreed to pay
$900,000 plus up to $62,000 in Nabozny's
potential medical expenses.

Logue said, “Countless Gay kids have
pald a high prlce for abuse. Now the tables

%

have tumed, and it is prejudice that is
costly.”

Logue was Lambda’s lead attorney for
Nabozny’s trial and also successfully argued
his cast to the Seventh Circuit United States
Court of Appeals, whose ruling in July
opened the door to this week’s trial.

“I'm very glad that the truth came out.
Now I can go on with my life. | hope I can
g0 to college and have the normal educa-
tional experience that I waited a long time
for,” said a jubilant Nabozny when the set-
tlement was announced. “I feel like | have
justice, and that this means justice for all
other kids out there who aren’t sure if they
should stay in school or stay alive,” he said.

Nabozny, who dropped out of school and
eventually obtained a graduate equivalency
diploma, tried to kill himself several times
during the years of abuse he suffered as an
openly Gay student in middle and high
schools in Ashland. He required surgery for
injuries suffered in one of the more vicious
attacks by fellow students, who also acted
out a mock rape on him in a classroom and
pushed him down in a bathroom and uri-
nated on him.

Lambda Staff Attomey David Buckel,
who assisted with the case and recently
wrote a legal manual for respondmg to anti-

H Ella “9 E§

Gay abuse in public schools, said, “Nearly
one third of all Gay teens drop out of school.
This verdict will help more kids hang on to
their futures.”

A five-woman, two-man federal panel
concluded that the two Ashland school prin-
cipals and an assistant principal, Mary
Podlesny, William Davis, and Thomas
Blauert, were liable for not protecting
Nabozny from abuse by other students from

1988 to 1992,

Al a two-day trial, Nabozny and his

mother, Carol Naboz.ny, testified that school _

officials brushed off repeated pleas for help
with statements like “Boys will be boys,”
and “If you're going to be Gay, you have to
learn to expect such abuse.” The officials
testified they did not recall such incidents,

Carol Nabozny said of the settlement,
“This sends a message of hope to all those
parents watching how school abuse crushes
the spirits of their sons and daughters.”

At Lambda’s New York headquarters,
Lambda Legal Director Beatrice Dohm said
of Nabozny’s experiences, “This is not an
isolated incident. Anti-Gay student violence
has been reported throughout the country,
from Utah and Texas to Pennsylvania and
Rhode Island. Schools have got to under-
stand that they need to not only protect their
Lesbian and Gay youth from abuse, but pro-
vide support and teach tolerance among all
their” students to prevent atrocities like Ja-
mie experienced.”
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When Compared to Other Therapies,
Protease Inhibitors are Cost Effective

By John G. Bartlett, ML.D.
and Richard D. Moore

Protease inhibitors have revolutionized
therapeutic strategies in managing HIV in-
fection. Many feel, however, that their high
cost threatens to bankrupt the system.

The new regimens that are now widely
advocated normally cost between $9,000-
12,000 per year. The potential impact of this
price tag on provider organizations is awe-
some: the projected cost for AIDS Drug As-
sistance Programs (ADAP) is $436 million
peryear. i

These projections introduce the dual
challenge of finding sources of funds and
justifying this expense at this time of cost
reduction throughout the system.

A model of cost-effectiveness that we
have constructed is based on projections
using available data for combination treat-
ment with protease inhibitors compared to
AZT monotherapy. The regimen used in the
model was "triple therapy” with AZT, 3TC,
and indinavir. The drug costs used in the
model were based on average wholesale
cost plus a 20% mark-up.

This resulted in a total cost of $700/month
for triple therapy plus $50/month (on aver-
age) for viral load monitoring.

The cost of AZT monotherapy was esti-
mated from a prior study which examined
the cost-effectiveness of AZT monotherapy
compared to no therapy. )

Costs for medical care are based on the
report of Hellinger, stratified by CD4 count
and reported for 1992, resulting in the fol-
lowing costs for care, per month:

CD4 count 200-500 cells/mm3, without
AIDS: $430;

CD4 count 200 cells/mm3, without AIDS
defining condition: $990;

AIDS: $1890

AIDS, 6 months prior to death: $4000

Estimates of morbidity and mortality with
AZT monotherapy are based on our experi-
ence at Hopkins,

The incremental cost of triple therapy is

greatest in the early stage of the disease be-
cause pharmaceutical costs exceed those for
resource utilization in the care of complica-
tions. Cost benefit increases with prolonged
duration of asympto-matic disease, delays in
the time to AIDS, and delays in the timé to
death.

Our model shows that if triple therapy is
associated with an average 3 year extension
of life, there would be an incremental cost of
$30,000. This equates to a cost-effectiveness
ratio of $10,000 per life-year gained.

If there was no decrease in health care
costs except for pharmacy costs, the in-
cremental cost would be $54,000
($750/month x 6 years) or $18,000 per life-
year gained.

A critical question for health care planners
concerns the merits of treatment with prote-
ase inhibitors compared to other therapeutic
strategies using cost effectiveness based on
cost per life-year gained. Comparisons for
some treatments that have been readily ac-
cepted as medical standards are summarized
in Table 1.

Table 1: Cost Effectiveness of Protease
Inhibitor Regimens Compared to Other Se-
lected Medical Interventions

Intervention: Cost/Life-Year Gained
_ Triple therapy for HIV (AZT + 3TC +
indinavir)-~---—--———-- §10,000-18,000.

Screening mammography, age 40-79
years 30,000.

Renal hemodialysis—-— $50,000

Prostate specific antigen screen, 50 yr. old
men $113,000

Coronary bypass surgery, 50 yr. old men
with triple vessel disease--$113,000

The conclusion from this analysis is that
the cost of the new regimens advocated for
HIV infected persons appears to be cost ef-
fective compared to other commonly ac-
cepted strategies in medical care.

This article is from The Johns Hopkins
University AIDS Service, The Hopkins
HIV Report, a bimonthly newsletter for
healtheare providers.

Politically

Speaking

Dear Santa....

Commentary by Bill Meunier
Dear Santa,

Boy have 1 got a long list for you this
year. We've been really good (well most of
us have been) and can use a helping hand.

Most people don’t believe in you anymore.
And may be they are right, but on those cold
winter nights when I look up at the sky, I
can feel something watching all of us scur-
rying around down here.

May be it isn’t a man in a red suit but it is
an embodiment of love that the legend of
Santa Claus symbolizes. (Or did symbolize
until the Department stores got a hold of it.
Whatever it is, here is my wish list for
friends and community.

We are ever so pleased that you brought
us a new Congresswomen to replace the old
wom out Bob Doman. We were thrilled to
see that two new Congressional friends

Numbers of HIV
Infections on the
Rise in Russia, China

Beijing, China—More than 1 million Chi-
nese, or 10 times the present number, could
be infected with the virus that causes AIDS
an official newspaper said Wednesday, No-
vember 27",

**If our country does a good job of pre-
vention and control, it is possible the num-
ber of people infected with the AIDS virus
by the year 2000 can be kept to within
200,000," the newspaper said, citing ex-

pell-ltsxpa‘ts believe 100,000 people in China

may be infected with HIV, the virus that

causes AIDS, although just 4,305 cases had
been confirmed by the end of August, the

newspaper said.

Meanwhile, a senior health official in
southeast China has called for special hos-
pitals to be set up to diagnose and treat peo-
ple infected with HIV, the Xinhua News
Agency said.

In Russia

Russia could be facing a huge increase in

the number of AIDS cases in the next few
years.
So far, Russian doctors have identified
only 2,105 people in Russia with the HIV
virus, which causes AIDS. Of those, 245
have full-blown AIDS.

But the head of the nation's AIDS preven-
tion and treatment program, Vadim Pok-
rovsky, told the Interfax news agency that
the number of people carrying the deadly vi-
rus could rise to 500,000 by the end of
1998.

were elected over Right Wing conservatives
here in Wisconsin.

But we have to put with another two years
of Mark Neumann. Do you think that in
addition to the richly deserved coal you are
going to leave him, you could bring him
some honesty, some electoral ethics or at
least a modicum of decency? He may not
use them, but it would be nice to know that
his conscience is bothering him for what he
did to and said about Lydia Spotswood.

Tammy Baldwin our openly Lesbian State
Legislature has done a great job, Santa. So
have our other openly Gay and Leshian
elected officials in Madison: But Milwau-
kee, Green Bay and other areas of the state
could use a few openly Gay officials too.

Dick Wagner can use some help. He is
running for Dane County Executive. If he
wins he would not only be a great County
Exec, he would also be the first ever Gay
County Exec anywhere. Bring Dick lots of
luck, volunteers, and money. He’s always
been good and he deserves them.

We can’t forget our President and First
Lady. I think they would like to see an end
to all these worthless investigations so they
can take of business. May be you can bring
that political hack, Kenneth Starr, the so
called “Special Prosecutor” a good sized
helping of justice.

Speaking of politics, Dr. Terry Boughner,
the editor of this paper can use a special
device to filter out any mention of politics.
Most of us (even me sometimes) are tired of
the political games, but Terry is especially
tired of them.

The Victory Fund could use a whole lot
money to replenish its coffers after the cam-
paign. Ditte for the Human Rights Cam-
paign. Both of thege groups did great jobs
and they can really pse the help.

Leave coal in the stockings of everyone
who voted for DOMA and against ENDA.
Some of these guys can also use a body
sized condom. You know what they say
Santa, “Every prick should wear one.”

There are thousands of Gay and Lesbian
couples who want to be married legally. Do
you think you could do something to speed
up the Same Sex Marriage Case in Hawaii?

And there are thousands of Gay and Les-
bian parents worried about losing their chil-
dren. That seems especially cruel at this
time of year. A ton of coal to those relatives
AND judges who would rip a child away
from loving parent who happens to be Gay
or Lesbian would be most appropriate.

Speaking of Judges, there are a few on the
Supreme Court that could use an inherent
sense of faimess in their stockings this year.
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Better make that a double order for Clarence
Thomas and Anthony Scalia.

Locally we have a few needs too. Our
Cream City, New Harvest and Wisconsin
Community Foundations can use some ad-
ditional donors. They do wonders with the
funds they have been able to raise, but we
all know that a some extra dollars can turn
wonders into miracles.

Then there is a crying need in Wisconsin
for a Les/Bi/Gay PAC. Bring us some ideas
on how to get one going.

I am sure that the people at ARCW would
love to find someone as popular as Bette
Midler under their tree to head next year’s
AIDS Walk. Speaking of Bette, she was
just wonderful in helping to raise over
$1,000,000 at AIDS Walk Wisconsin,
Bring her something extra special.

The Packers could use a home date with
the Dallas Cowboys. It looks like they

i

' \".?“'14-1' ‘“

could also use a little luck if they are going
to make the Super Bowl.

A cheap protease inhibitor would be extra
special to the hundreds of thousands in-
fected with HIV. That’s one gift that would
be appreciated by everyone.

Greg and Sherry Scheel can use an angel
to help them rebuild the Hotel Washington
and Rainbow Over Wisconsin can always
use some help.

Bring us a sense of pride in who we are
and what we can do. Remind us that the
only dreams that go unfulfilled are those we
don’t try for. Last but not least send us
something that keeps the spirit of the holi-
days alive in us all year long.

As for me Santa, whatever you think is
best will be fine. Just remember, I can drive
a stick shifl or an automatic, 1 love converti-
bles and lavender is my favorite color.

BN

You KNOW, MY PARENTS HAVE BEEN
DRINKING COFFEE SINCE I WAS A

INCREPIBLY COOL \T 1S/

KID, BUT THEY NEVER LET ON HOW

1457 Norbh Farwell Avenue.

Feac(d1) 271:60367 =

= UMilwaukee, Wi 53202 =

l3 Ap Your Eastside

AFE‘PJCAiN... Alternative
GRILL

R

1875 North Humboldt « Milwaukee
347-0344

Daily Dining Specials
Friday Fish Fry
Fabulous Sunday Brunches
featuring Ab Fab Videos & Champie Specials
Salads ¢ Soups
Sandwiches ¢ Entrees

Daily Drink Specials

Served 9pm to Midnight
Monday - 2-for-1 Domestic Pints

Tuesday - 50¢ Off Everything
Wednesday - Double Bubble
Thursday - Live Entertainment

Grill Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 4—10 pm
Friday and Saturday: 4—11 pm
Friday Fish Fry — Cod or Catfish
Sunday Brunch from 11am—3pm
plus full menu with
grill open to B pm
Carmry-out Orders Available
MasterCard/Visa Accepted
Personal Checks upon Approval

Serving
Cajun, American &
Mediterranean Cuisine
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DIRECTORY OF

PROFESSIONALS

General Practice of Law
Twenty Years Experience

Thomas E. Martin attorney at law 765-9413

“Aggressive, Competent, Professional”

Labor
¥ Employment
1 ¥ Discrimination
B u ¥ Tenant’s Rights

Anonymous HIV Antisopy Tests
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday -
sby appointment onlys
STD DiAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
Tuesdays 6 -9pm & walk-ine
Women"s CLINIC

Support GROUPS
for Gay HIV+ Men ond
Male Partners/Lovers/Spouses of Gay HIV+ Men

Brady East STD Clinic
1240 East Brady St. * (414) 272-2144

Call for information & appointments

—a partner in United HIV Services—
Compassion « Care « Cooperation

Volunteers Serving the Community Since 1974

First & Third Thursday (monthly) 6 - 9pm ewalk-ine

Integrative Massage

and Body Work

Relax

Reduce Stress and Headaches
Relieve Chronic Pain
of Injuries and TMJ

Mark Robers

Certified Neuromuscular Therapist

John Method

e  Cranial-sacral, myofascial & many
other modalities

e 5 years experience in PT clinic

East—1018 E. Knapp 278-0440
West—260 Regency Ct. 821-9190

Member of teaching staff of Pau8l St.

BREUSCHER

A REALTOR THAT KNOWS YOUR LIFESTYLE!

Cheryl Fuchs

Realtor
OFFICE: 608-238-2272
HOME: 608-256-4400
FAX: 608-255-9944

(414) 964-9000
(414) 283-1452

or vistt my web page at:

E-Mail ro: jhsmith@execpc.com

http\Wwww.execpe.com\~jhsmith

Buying or selling...
your Real Estate
Broker should
understand your

lifestyle and goals.

Call Jack today!
Gold Medal Award Winner
President’s Club Member

Over $4.5 Million in ‘95 Productions

Federated

Realty Group Inc.

Rep. Frank Gets US
Justice Dept. to
Respond on

Sexual Orientation
Discrimination

Washington, DC—Congressman Bamey
Frank (D-MA), released a letter on Novem-
ber 26, 1996, from the US Justice Depart-
ment announcing that it had corrected its
forms regarding anti-discrimination infor-
mation to include sexual orientation as one
of the categories to which full protection is
granted.

Frank had received a letter in October
from an individual who had received a noti-
fication from the Justice Department about
anti-discrimination rights which omitted
any reference to sexual orientation.

Since the Clinton Administration, at the
urging of Frank and others, had promul-
gated a policy banning discrimination
within the federal service based on sexual
orientation, Frank protested this omission to
the Justice Department.

On November 19%, Assistant Attorney
General Andrew Fois responded.

Fois said that “The letter in question is not
a form letter per se, but does utilize standard
‘boilerplate’ language to describe the indi-

Scot Alans

HAIR STUDIO

7004 West National Avenue
Milwaukee
(414) 774-8356

r% Timothy Kuehne E\

Paintings, Prints
Sculpture, Antiques
Purchased & Sold
Estate Sales

Appraisal Services

\5*-1 (414) 265-1305 r"b/

Free Talk on

Eating Disorders

Madison—There will be a free talk on
“Lesbians, Bisexuals, Gay Men and Eat-
ing Disorders: Time to Bring the Problem
Out of the Closet and Deal with It!”

The talk will be given by Meredith
Whelan, CICSW and Madelyn Branwen,
Ph.D., Psychologist and Eating Disorders
specialist.

The talk \Tl be held on Wednesday,
December 17 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Integral Psychology Center, 1619
Monroe Street (near Camp Randall), in
Madison.

93!;%1' more information, call (608) 255-

vidual rights of appeal.”

Fois assured Frank that “all Department
Personnel and Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Offices have been notified of the re-
quirement to specify that sexual orienation
is a basis protected from employment dis-
crimination in all personnel and EEO mate-
rials, including vacancy announcements,
policy statements and correspondence out-
lining adverse language in personnel corre-
spondence,”

Frank acknowledged this action by the
Justice Department and thanked Attormey
General Reno for correcting this omission.

%

TED FRIEDMAN, Ph
Counseling Psychologist

Certified Sex Therapist [AAS.E.CT.)

Confidential Services in a Non-Medical Setting
Suite 206, 2266 N. Prospect Avenue

Milwaukee, W1 53202
(414) 272-2427

MNew Office: 135 N. Greenleaf Avenue,
Gurnee, IL [east of “Six Flags”)
Call (B47) 249-8720

i ke 0T
_"-w.:___/
Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist

Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

o

414 . 332. 3331 J

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH
BUSINESS INSURANCE | [ Denis L. Jackson PHD
David Matta : Psychotherapist
BWO Insurance Group, LLC Licensed Psychologist
Office: (414) 768-8100 Relational and Individual Therapy
Fax: (414) 768-8110 230 W. Wells Suite 309
Milwaukee, WI 53203
(414)276-8669
|| Portrait |: For a
:| Photography |: team
:| Business * Personal e e
Y Passports to all
! :| Old Photographs your
1 i| Copied & Restored |i mental health
: Theatrical : 2
g : questions
: P :
e turn to .
8 |} PS.
7405&%?;::::’3& v Psychiatric Services
| 476-3777 | Pairik Gritae, GIGSW, BCD
: : 3601 - 30th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53144
T TR R S B o 414-657-5200
o, —
C. Michael Johnson (414) 454-0584
CMJ PROPERTY MANAGERS
AND REAL ESTATE SALES
Homes/Duplex
Condos
Apartments P.O. Box 71182
Investment Property Milwaukee, WI 53211




Gay Concepts of Love and Sex Could Change
the Traditions of Society as a Whole

Commentary by Ted Berg

Have you kissed so many horny toads you
have warts? Have you been waiting so long
for Prince Charming that you have white or
no hair?

(When Mr—or Ms.—Right finally comes
along, are you going to shoot him for taking
so long?)

Is a romantic dinner McDonald’s Drive
Thru? Was the last time you ate by candle
light because of a power failure? Was the
last movie that you saw where the actor and
actress were fully clothed, the Sound of
Music? ;

Is love, romance and the warm fuzzies
dead?

If I said “yes,” this would be a short arti-
cle. I think part of our problem is our con-
cept of what love is. The ideal is a mo-
nogamous relationship—but over and over
again we see that the truly popular men on
TV are the ones with many lovers.

A woman (they tell us by implication if in
no other way), should be a virgin to be de-
sired for marriage, but men need to sew
their wild oats before marriage. If this ax-
iom is true, homosexual relationships for
unmarried men should be at an astronomical
rate.

Just think about it for a second or two. Sex

sells everything from ties (to vacations.
Maybe we need to re-examine the ideas that
straight society promotes. If those ideas are
bad, we should reject them and create oth-
ers.
I believe we sometimes look to our be-
loved to fulfill us emotionally and sexually.
He must meet all our unexpressed desires
the way lovers do in the movies. We some-
times see our self worth in whether we are
in a love relationship. Don’t lovers always
live happily ever after?

If you operate on that assumption, what
happens if the “happily ever after” doesn’t
occur?

Is there emptiness because our perception
of happiness—wellness—is gone? If we
hold to this ideal, could it be that we are
trying so hard to get happiness that we are
chasing people away? Is this not a very
needy person?

We sometimes ape straight relationships
because that is what is “normal” without
exploring whether it is a healthy tradition or
not. We fail even to check if it is a valid tra-
dition in the straight community. Do they
still accept the values of the tradition we are
trying to copy? We may be, at times, trying
too hard to be “normal.”

What is Gay sexuality, Gay love, Gay ful-
fillment and Gay relationships? I don’t have
all the answers, but I do have some obser-
vations. Please take what is healthy to you
and dismiss the rest.

I believe that if we thought of who we
wanted in a partner, using a fraction of the
time we spend watching TV, our choices
would be around longer. By discovering our

needs and desires, we are in touch with our-
selves and become better people.

In our quest for a partner, we need to ex-
plore what characteristics of ours would be
valuable as a part of another person’s life:
what traits have we that would make an-
other’s life more joyful and happy.

Be proud of them. If you do not like your-
self, no one will like you. If you do not love
yourself, no one else can love you, It was
truly said, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
The trouble is, we forget the “yourself” part.

One thing that turns me on in Gay rela-
tionships is independence. You never hear
people say partners should stay together for
the kids. In healthy Gay relationships, a
man is with me out of free will. If he stays,
it means something is special. It should be
celebrated, especially with most of society
working against it. Independence in our re-
lationships gives us opportunities of devel-
oping respect and true partnership.

In this day of AIDS, safer sex is a must.
Some say safer sex is not as pleasant as un-
protected sex. Our community has always
been noted for its creativity,. Why don’t we
employ that creativity to give our partners
and ourselves a pleasure to be celebrated?

My second lover, Jose, and I did that. On
our first anniversary, I pretended to go to
work. After he left for work, I decorated the
house with 50 candles with cinnamon scent
because Jose loved cinnamon. In our bed-
room, I put a floral arrangenent. I placed a
bird of paradise flower owhis pillow. All
was set.

I used scent, taste and decor to create a
true statement of my love, -That was the
most important night of my life. We were
entirely safe in our love-making. To this
day, cinnamon scent triggers warm memo-
ries. L
Each year of the 12 that Jose and I were
together, we surprised each- other. You
could do the same. Make your own warm
memories.

The act of loving engages our minds as
well as our sex organs. We must free our-
selves from the misconceptipng and develop
a community that is supportive of our love-
making. That supportive community would
spill over into all aspects of eur life and so-
ciety as a whole.

Do | condemn love stories? No. I even
enjoy them as fantasies—as fairy tales
(pardon the pun). I am no separatist. There
are good things that we hold in common
with the hetero community, things that may
be places where bridges can be built.

But our differences are there as well, and
those differences can, perhaps, cause a ree-
valuation of sexuality which can cause a re-
vitalization of our sexual traditions. The sex
ethics from this interchange could create a
healthy society in which to grow up.

Editor’s Note: Ted Berg is a minister, a
volunteer at the Milwaukee AIDS Project, a
businessman and “lover.”

For Those Living With HIV and AIDS, Life is
Taking It One Day at a Time

Editor’s Note: World AIDS Day, ob-
served annually on December [, was a
global effort 1o increase awareness and
stop the spread of AIDS. Last year at this
time, we printed the stories of two men—
one diagnosed with HIV, and the other with
AIDS. In light of the international obser-
vance, the two men were again interviewed
1o see how this devastating virus has im-
pacted their lives in just one year's time.

LR BB

Midland, MI-The mention of his age
brings an uncomfortable pause on the tele-
phone line,

For Ricky Carpenter, the thought of his
next birthday is an unsettling one.

"'My sister passed away at 46 from lung
cancer and my mother died at 46 of pneu-
monia,"” said Carpenter, his voice soft and
hoarse over the telephone line. **1'1l be 46 in
July, and we're hoping [ live that long.

“It's really hard to say things like this,"
he said. ""Every day gets worse.”

Carpenter tested positive for HIV in the
summer of 1992. By June 1995, the virus
had developed into AIDS. For Carpenter, it
has meant battles with chronic fatigue,
esophagus problems and dangerously low
white blood cell levels.

Today, his struggle continues.

“I'm not doing so well physically," said
Carpenter, who, unlike last year at this time,
is too weak to do much more than rest. "My
(white blood cell) counts are really low now.
I'm in a lot of pain. I was having a lot of
discomfort, when I walked, in my back and
legs. The muscles are being attacked by the
virus."

While some AIDS patients have found a
degree of success with so-called protease
inhibitors, which prevent copies of the virus

from infecting new cells, Carpenter, who
does not talk about how he contracted the
disease, said he is physically unable to han-
dle side effects of the treatments. He wears
pain killer patches for some relief.

“"He's got his good days and his bad
days," said Marge Lopez, who with Car-
penter established Among Friends, a sup-
port group that meets at St. Boniface
Church in Bay City, Michigan. *'T don't
think he's dying. He's going to pull out of
this."

Carpenter, who has lost 14 pounds in the

_past year, has an extensive support system,

Friends call regularly to chat and gauge his
condition.

“"I'm really blessed by a lot of people who
care,” said Carpenter, a Tri-City resident
who recently moved to Essexville.

Ricky (Carpenter,) who, when he
down, seems to have a real bad spell.”

But Stash did follow doctors' suggestions
that he cut back on his work and get some
rest.

""About six months ago, my cell (count)
fell. That was when I decided to move
home."

Stash now lives in Albright Shores near
his family, including his parents and a
brother. He is faring well, confident his
white blood cell count will continue to rise.

"It went down another time, three years
ago—-about the time 1 was taking care of
Jack," Stash said of a former lover he cared
for until his death from AIDS. "Now my
counts are back up again."

Stash has been spending time with family
and friends and plans to continue giving
lectures, though on a more limited basis.

“"Now that I'm feeling better, I've leamed
to relax more and not take life for granted,"

goes
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Dykes ToWatch Out¥or by Alisen Bechdel

DESPERATE
MEASURES

.

OUT FoRl A WALE. SHE wils
AL UPSET OVER SOMETHING
FE] HER MOM SENT IN THE MAIL.

OAY. "GENDER, DEWANCE,
AND THE INFOMERCIAL®
SHOULETBE (W OM THURS-

FRANKLY, I Dow't SEE THE
ATTRACTION. DOES SyDwiy
HAVE SOME KwD OF ILL-

he said. *'I needed to get back in tune.”

He credits his rebound, in part, to support
from friends and family.

"'I'm one of the lucky ones. I have a good
support system," Stash said, adding, “'I've
had no negative feedback (from the commu-
nity) at all. I'm really surprised.

"My son, a student at Saginaw Valley
State University, is handling it well," Stash
said. "'Actually, (the move) has given he
and | more time to be together. He'll come

here and just and talk or Il go down to
his mom's to see him.

“"What are my long-term plans? I want to
be around to bounce my own grandkids on
my knees," he said.

Still, society’s misconceptions about the
disease and how it is contracted also are a
part of his life. Members of his family can-
not bring themselves to be near Carpenter
for fear they will be infected.

"My youngest brother I, [ never see him,"
Carpenter said. “"Last year, one sister
passed away and (her funeral) was the last
time [ saw my brother. My oldest brother
and his wife, they call. They are very con-
cemed. But they don't come. I know they
have a phobia."

According to the American Association
for World Health, body fluids that can con-
tain HIV include semen, vaginal secretion,
blood and breast milk. Transference of the
virus cannot be done through casual con-
tact, information states.

"You do not get HIV from: donating
blood, mosquito bites, sharing cups and
utensils, sneezes or coughs, hugging,
touching or dry kissing a person with HIV,
sharing telephones, computers or coffee
pots, going to any public place with HIV-
infected people, drinking fountains or toi-
lets,” the AAWH said in a wrillen state-
nent.

"If (people in the community) know any-
one who has a disease, be warm, heartfelt _
be a friend to them, be there to talk to them,"
said Carpenter, whose friends help him get
to Saginaw Cooperative Hospital for blood
work every three weeks.

"It's hard accepting the illness, seeing
yourself go down," said Carpenter, who
used to accept speaking engagement re-
quests in the area. "'l can't do everything [
used to do. I get frustrated. I want to do stuff
and I can't doit.”

But having seen the chronic ups and
downs that go along with AIDS, Carpenter's
friends say he will recover from this bout,
too.

""Even though Ricky is not feeling well,
there is more hope now than ever with new
medications,” Lopez said. “"He will pull
through. We haven't given up hope."

Stash Yields to God For
That Good Night

There are days when Stash doesn't feel
very spiritual. But he has contented himself
for years with the thought that when it was
time to face death, God would guide him.

“'T've always said I'm going to let God do
his thing," said Stash, who asked to be
identified only by his nickname. "' thought
it was the best way." ;

Still, when doctors advised the HIV-
positive man to begin treatment on AZT and
new protease inhibitors, which keep copies
of the virus from infecting new cells, he de-
clined. .

"I guess it was kind of like, "I'm not ready
to get sick yet," he said in a telephone inter-
view on November 29". 'l watched so
many of my friends go up and down, like

TELL YOUR FRIENDS:
“I read all about it in

The Wisconsin Light

Some Facts on
Teens and HIV

New York, NY Here are some facts on
teen-agers and the AIDS virus:

_An estimated 25 percent of new HIV
infections in the United States occur
among young people ages 13 to 21, who
are contracting the AIDS virus at a rate of
more than one per hour, said a March re-
port by the White House Office of AIDS
Policy,

_Seven of every 100 Gay and Bisexual
males ages 15 to 22 in the United States
are infected with HIV, according to a
study by epidemiologist Linda Valleroy at
the Atlanta-based Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

By comparison, the infection rate among
young people applying for the Job Corps
is two per 1,000,

_A San Francisco study, based on a sur-
vey of men interviewed al Gay meeting
places, found 9.4 percent of 425 Gay and
Bisexual men ages 17 to 22 were infected
with HIV, and more than two-thirds of
them did not know they were HIV posi-
tive. The study, led by the San Francisco
Department of Public Health, was pub-
lished in the Journal of the American
Medical Association in 1994,

_By December 1994, a total of 14,082
U.S. males between ages 13 and 25 had
been diagnosed with AIDS from unpro-
tected sex with other men, the CDC said,
representing about 3 percent of the
484,940 cases reported at that time. Al-
most 52 percent of those cases involved
men infected through sex with other men.

In New York City, at least 81 percent of
male AIDS patients reported through June
1996 were infected by male-to-male sex.
An additional 11 percent reported two be-
%grs considered to increase the risk of
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With the New AIDS Drugs, Do You “Hit
Hard” Now or Do You Wait?

Boston, MA—The latest, and perhaps,
best advice from many leading researchers
who specialize in the field of HIV treatment
research is to “Hit Hard, Hit Early.” This
means tightly controlling HIV as soon as
possible by taking combinations of antivi-
rals that drive down the amount of virus to
undetectable levels.

There are sound arguments behind this
recommendation, but many practicing phy-
sicians and people living with HIV disease
remain hesitant, There would be no debate if
there were an antiviral that always worked
to stop HIV with no side effects. But so far,
every combination has had side effects and
limitations whose long term implications
are unknown,

This has led to a debate: Should people
follow the new advice and hit the virus as
hard as possible immediately with drugs
now available, or follow a less stringent
course while waiting for more information
and better drugs?

Many studies show that most people can
now reduce the amount of HIV in their
bloodstream (viral load) to levels that are
not detectable by current tests. Should doc-
tors and people with HIV do anything they
can to achieve this effect?

For people with full blown AIDS, the an-
swer is an emphatic YES! This is the only
strategy which can lengthen lives and ward
off opportunistic infections, Unfortunately,
not everyone with AIDS can get their viral
loads low enough, given the drug options
presently available. For this population,
hope depends on the ever more powerful
combinations now being developed.

On the other hand, there are people with
HIV where the “Hit Hard, Hit Early” ap-
proach is only one of several possibilities.
The latest antiviral combinations are im-
pressive, but have a limited track record.
Soon much more will be known about the
growing arsenal of drugs in the pipeline, so
for some people it might be a good idea to
forestall treatment.

Regardless of health care status, ii is es-
sential for people living with HIV to begin
wrestling with treatment decisions, taking
into account the central considerations:
“What should I take and when?”

Hit Hard
The Argument in Favor

The virus makes billions of copies every
day, and many of them are mutations. It is
likely a mutant strain of the virus will
eventually become resistant to the available
antivirals when (aken alone (known as
monotherapy). In order to delay resistance,
antivirals are now used in combinations.

“Hit Hard” is an effort to “knock down”
HIV to levels that cannot be detected by the
most sensitive viral load tests. (Currently,
the most sensitive tests available measure
virus down to 400 or 500 copies per millili-
ter, and even better, more sensitive tests
should be available next year.)

The good news is that hitting hard usually
works and works well. Effective use of drug
combinations can reduce viral load to un-
detectable levels in most people, and it is
believed will stop further damage to the
immune system. There is evidence that peo-
ple who experience dramatic reductions in
viral load usually get a significant increase
in T cells, and fewer opportunistic infections
than those who use other, less aggressive,
treatment regimens.

Such an aggressive treatment strategy has
added long-term benefits as well. Main-
taining a low viral load can avoid the prob-
lem of drug resistance. HIV can only be-
come resistant to the combination of drugs
when it is reproducing in large numbers and
mutating. Therefore, reducing viral load to
extremely low levels, which means HIV is
not reproducing rapidly, should make sure
the drugs will remain effective longer—
perhaps indefinitely.

Hit Hard—The Rules to Follow

The “Hit Hard” approach can involve
some risks. It reduces viral load to undetect-
able levels about 60-90% of the time, but
there are no clear options for people for
whom it does not work.

_An aggressive treatment regimen can be
like putting all the eggs in one basket. If it
does not keep viral load in check, for what-
ever reason, it may take away the chance to
use these kinds of drugs and perhaps even
some other antivirals later. The very reason
that “hit hard” is important, which is to
prolong the drugs’ effectiveness, implies
that if it fails, future options may be lost.

Two Crucial Rules

First, if you are on an antiviral or a com-
bination that may not be working, do not
Just add another medication (say a protease
inhibitor) on top of your current regimen.

If the old drugs are no longer effective
then only the new drug is actually ing,
A single drug, will probably stay difective
for only a limited amount of time before a
resistant strain emerges.

Second: take these combinations accord-

ing to schedule. With hard-hitting combina-
tions, the whole idea is to keep viral load to
undetectable levels all the time, in order to
avoid drug resistance. It can not be over
emphasized that missing doses can cause
treatments to fail.

Holding Something in Reserve

There is not doubt that some people feel
afraid to use the most powerful antiviral
combinations, leaving nothing in reserve if
they don’t work.

One reason for waiting to use a hard-
hitting combination is that it is unknown
whether the use of these drugs forecloses
future options. It is possible that using a
particular antiviral now, for example, will
take away the option of using others later.
Waiting for more information before using a
very powerful combination might be a wise
choice. However, this strategy of “Holding
Something in Reserve” has only one rule
you might want to follow:

First, decide what “Hit Hard"” combina-
tion (usually involving a protease inhibi-
tor), will be held in reserve. Then pick a
combination for immediate use, one which
has a chance to get viral load down to un-

detectable levels, but which does NOT de-
crease the likelihood that the “Hit Hard”
combination will still be effective when
needed.

Reserve is Not for Everyone

Clearly, “Holding Something in Reserve”
is not a choice everyone can make. Many
people have used up so many antivirals that
there are practically no options left except
one “Hit Hard” combination.

But some people, especially those who
have never used any antivirals, may have a
chance to get two bites of the apple.

For example, the antiviral dd! plus a can-
cer drug called Hydroxyurea, or the antiviral
combination of ddl plus D4T can reduce vi-
ral load to undetectable levels for some peo-
ple, leaving the triple combination of AZT-
3TC plus protease inhibitor still available
for later.

But for those who have already used many
drugs, or those whose T-cells are so low
they should not wait, hitting hard right now
is the best option.

Soon nearly everyone may have more than
one hard hitting way to get viral load down
to undetectable; most people will then be
able to have their antiviral cake and eat it
too.

When to Begin

For people with full blown AIDS, or with
high levels of virus in their blood (over 20
or 30 thousand copies), or with fewer than
300 T-cells, there is no question on when to
begin hitting hard: The answer is—NOW!

For everyone else, the decision depends on
a number of factors, There are a number of
arguments for waiting. One is that in time,
we will know more about available treat-
ments. This is a sensible view for people
with not much damage to their immune
system (especially for people with T-cells
over about 700, not dropping quickly, and
low viral loads).

A second argument for waiting says if you
are currently healthy, taking strong combi-
nations, which usually involves taking lots
of pills, may make you feel worse due to
side effects, This loss of quality of life may
be a factor in deciding to wait,

Another argument for waiting acknowl-
edges that if a powerful drug combo fails,
there may not be a good combination avail-
able later, when it is really needed. On the
other hand, some would choose not to wait,
counting on the development of other effec-
tive combinations and new drugs now being
studied.

The major argument not to wait is simple;
while you wait your immune system could
continue to deteriorate.

As yet there is no sure-fire way to restore
immune function. It appears that the less
damage there is, the easier it will be to re-
store what has been lost.

In addition, if you wait too long, your viral
load could reach levels, from which it would
be difficult to get it back down to undetect-
able levels.

Keep in mind that people with higher viral
load have a more difficult time getting HIV
under control. “Hitting Hard” is the best
way to avoid resistance and prolong the
usefulness of the antiviral drugs.

Editor’s Note: The above article was
published by the Boston AIDS Writers
Group which consists of Robert Folan ana
Lou Pesce of ACT UP Boston; David Scon-
dras, Robert Krebs, Derek Libby, and
Larry Bresslour from Search for a Cure.

The Review Panel includes Dr. Cal Co-
hen, Research Director of CRI, New Eng-
land; Dr. Ken Mayer, Director of The
Brown University AIDS Project; Dr. Steven
Boswell, Medical Director at The Fenway
Community Health Center; and Dr. Alfred

DeMaria, Assistant Commissioner, Massa-

chusetts Department of Public Health,
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Madison’s Annual Lesbian Cultural
Weekend; a Celebration of Sexuality

By Barbara Lightner
The days are over for some of us, per-
haps, of a strange silence.

Whether it was getting “clean for Gene,”
to volunteer in Eugene McCarthy's presi-
dential campaign; or getting clean for femi-
nism, to establish ourselves as the “lavender
menace” within the women'’s movement; or
getting clean for just plain Mom and Dad, to
get right with our birth families again, we
were— many of us, at any rate-- talking like it
didn't exist.

O! Yes, didn't we just. We talked as if
Lesbian sex didn't exist. It was essential
fully to affirm ourselves as sexual beings, of
course; it was equally essential, of course,
to put to the quiet any talk that even slightly
suggested we actuallyhad sex.

Last weekend, November 23-25,
Kissing Girls performers were at it
again. Shay and Renee, celebrating
their 26th anniversary in perform-
ance for KGP, performed as they
first had eleven Koars ago, sealing
their song to eac other with a kiss.

To be sure, those things we had in
common with heterosexual women— vibra-
tors, acts of self-love— were taken up in
public by us, as if to challenge our oppres-
sion. But we Lesbians, perhaps denuded
and deluded by our own upbringing as fe-
male, covered up, even as we knew (in se-
cret bedrooms across the land) our par=
ticular wonder.

Eleven years ago, a production company
out of Madison, WI, began a timid foray into
this silence of our wonder. Quietly— and for
the first time in this part of Wisconsin, con-
cretely— an erotic act became a public
name, and Kissing Girls Productions (KGP)
came out. Today of course, kissing isn't
much in the grand scale of things sexual.
But in that asexual time, the tactile (and for
some, the visual) image of girls kissing was
an O! so sweet foray into that we didn’t
speak.

So began the history of Madison's Les-
bian Variety Show, produced by the slyly
courageous production team, Kissing Girls
Productions.

Last weekend, November 23-25, Kissing
Girfs performers were at it again. Shay and
Renee, celebrating their 26th anniversary in
performance for KGP, performed as they
first had eleven years ago, sealing their
song to each other with a kiss. It was a
significant moment then, and remains for us
in historical memory a meaningful moment
now, as a public outing from our silence.

This year, other performers participating
in the outing from silence brought Lesbian
bawdy to the scene. From Friday night's
small stage cabaret enterfainment, to Sat-
urday's night's big stage variety show, to
Sunday's more intimate poetry stage, we
Lesbians in the audience were affimed as—
what can | say?--sexually interactive.

Notable here were several professionally
polished performances. DykeAppella, five
women singing in four-part harmony, were
the hit of the cabaret with their rendition of
Monthy Python's love bawdic, “Sit on My
Face” (“and tell me that you love me; I'll sit
on your face, and tell you | love you").

Later on the big stage, interpreter Richie
Hammett brought a new dimension (and
an exquisite humor) to DykeAppella's “Wet
Underpants,” the Dyke response, of coursse,
fo being totally tumed on— a tuming on fully
realized, by the way, only with Hammett's
interpretation.

Flaming Dykosaurus brought an incredi-
ble wit and remarkable talent to improv
comedy, picking up on audience sugges-
tions to create wonderful and funny stories
about vacations. Somewhere in their ex-
temporaneity, they picked up on one bawdy
line that was to be repeated throughout the
evening, a reference to the “big purple
strap-on.” “What is this thing,” one of the
troupe demanded to know in mock naiveté,
“about shoes?"

Among poets, Judy Cygnor showed that

opawdy can be delicately female with
‘Constructing Desire,” a finely wrought and
playful poem about seeing a “usual object in
an unusual way'— in this case, her embroi-
dering a hanger filled with such nips, tucks
and fold-overs as became the almost-
palpably-rendered lower anatomy of
woman.

Cheryl Rompa, in absolutely gracious
majesty, infroduced us in her poetry to the
erotic pleasures in the fat Dyke— totally, las-
civiously, deliciously, lovely in her folds and
mounds.

Outstanding in its accomplishment was
Kat Sojoumer's Baubo. Reciting a
“‘goddess monologue” she had herself writ-
ten, Sojoumer performed the part of the
Greek goddess, Baubo, a real Greek god-
dess, she told me. Retelling the story of
Baubo's lament with Demeter over daugh-
ter Persephone’s wayward interest in the
underworld, Sojoumer not only recapitu-
lated the age old tale of mother needing to
let daughter go.

Incorporating part of the actual mythol
ogy as it has come down to us, Sojoumer
also mimed Baubo flashing Demeter in a
recitative to the goddess of their past attrac-
tion, and future Lesbian connection.

The story brought down the house in
laughter— unbelievable | said, thinking about
the extensive classical knowledge, and
deep spiritual meditation, that lay behind
Sojoumner's monologue. But there it was,
Baubo, clearly the best performance poetry
one might ever hope to see, popular even
while being leamed, bawdy even while be-
ing spiritual.

At times, the celebration of Lesbian
sexuality was a little bit tawdry, a little too
mimicking of heterosex forms of seduction
and sexual objectification. But we had for
the most part a wondrous celebration of
ourselves as Lesbians-- with sex.

Of course the weekend was not only a
celebration of the Lesbian erotic. We of the
hearing community were introduced to
much of what the deaf and hard-of-hearing
had for a long time known, the subtleties
and nuances and beauties of ASL
(American Sign Language). What high-
lighted the weekend for me was the inter-
weaving of communities, voicing and inter-
preting both, as if (wonder of wonders) they
belonged bgether.

From Friday might's small stage

cabaret entertainment, to Saturday’s
night’s big stage variety show, to
Sunday’'s more intimate poetry
stage, we Lesbians in the audience
were affirmed as-- what can | say?--
sexually interactive.

Performances by two women in the deaf
and hard-of-hearing community were clearly
outstanding. In ASL concert to her mother
joining her on the stage, Nancy Gerber in-
terpreted the words, “Iif you love me as
much as | love you, then you'll love me even
if 'm not like you.”

And in 2 moving performance from the
poetry stage, Hilda Ritchie gave witness to
the poetry of ASL as a fully-developed lan-
guage with its own poetic beauty, allowing
the rhythms of the interpreted poem
*Hands" fo speak silently even to those of
us whose language was not ASL.

There were other high points in the per-
formances of the weekend. Minnie Carey,
who had last year dwarfed the poetry stage
with the strength of her delivery, was given
full play this year on the larger stage of the
variety show, where her African-American
experience gave the lie to gun control, a
form (inCarey’'s poem) of genocide. It
was not Carey's politics, though, but her
presence that distinguished her perform-
ance, filled with the deep and rhythmic into-
nation of her voice, presented with a maj-
esty of bearing that resonated in and
through the poetry.

DykeAppella, beginning quietly, then
building in crescendo, sang of old-style
butches and femmes, often looked down

upon now; but as our precursors, our be-
ginnings, and our strength, DykeAppella
reminded us, were Lesbians to be honored,
not despised.

Our Next SpotLight Party Dec. 15, At Manoeuvres

Jilian Clark, currently Ms. Gay Wiscon-
sin, belted out Lesbian country as only a
woman who has already recorded Nashville
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Help Us Help Madison’s

Homeless

Madison—Manoeuvres, The Wis-
consin Light and Simply Divine are
working together to help Madison’s
Homeless Shelters get through what is
expected to be a brutal winter. Our next
SpotlLight Party will be held at Manoeu-
Jres on Sunday, December 15 as a fund
-aiser for Madison's Homeless Shelters.

“The idea actually came from Simply
Divine,” said Manoeuvres owner Ed
Gruenweld. “She wanted to do a
Christmas show as a benefit for the
homeless.” Ed quickly agreed and
scheduled the show for 10:30 p.m. Sun-
day, December 15.

When SpotLight Editor, Bill Meunier,
neard about the show, he contacted
Jerry Johnson, Publisher of The Wis-
consin Light, and with Johnson's
agreement, Meunier offered fo rut the
resources of The Wisconsin Light to
work for Ed, Simply Divine and Madi-
son’s homeless.

Meunier, a dyed in the wool Packer
fan, even missed most of the Packer -
Bear game, making the frip up to Madi-
son to meet with Ed and begin the plan-
ning.

What had been planned as a wonder-
ful show has now become an evening
long fundraiser with live entertainers and
impersonators IN ADDITION to Simply
Divine's fabulous Christmas show.

"We are thrilled to work with The Wis-
consin Light,” said Ed. “The feeling is

mutual. Ed runs a class operation and
the man has a heart of gold.” said Bill
who adds, “| can't wait to see Divine
perform. While | was in Mad Town eve-
ryone was telling me Row fantastic her
last show was."

That show, a benefit for the Gay Les-
bian Straight Teacher's Network, was
held on November 24. It was a wild
success and won the popular entertainer
much acclaim.

The party will begin with- some special
performances starting at around 8:00
p.m. Simply Divine and her troupe will
take the stage at 10:30 p.m.

Ed, Bill and Divine are rounding up
prizes to be given away in regular
drawings throughout the evening. Raffle
tickets will be sold by volunteers from
the Unicorn Leather Club.

Businesses wishing to donate gift cer-
tificates or merchandise can do so by
contacting The Wisconsin Light at
(414) 372-2773 or Manoeuvres at (608)
258-9918.

Admission will be $5.00, tables can be
reserved for just $25.00. All ticket sales
and admissions will be donated to Madi-
son’s homeless shelters. A sell out of
tables is expected so get your reserva-
tion in early.

Help make the Holidays a little nicer
for those in need, join us at Manoeuvres
on Sunday, December 15.

A gift to you from the Wisconain Cream (ity Chorus

Join us for a tribute to the dreams,
hopes and faith of the many peoples
who find joy and inspiration in the

Winter season and its holidays.

Jickets are $8 in advance, $10 at the doonr

Goailable thraugh chorus mambars. The IMEIM Club, Desigring Men.
Qptorords Bookatars, This 94 9t and BESID Clinic

For more information, contact the chorus office at
Box 1488, Milwaukee, WI 53201 or call 414-344-WCCC.

Ad courtesy of 2T Square Design in Gruphics 444-4947
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Café Melange's Beaujolais Nouveau party on Thursday, November 21 was a big success. The popular downtown Milwaukee bar celebrated the opening of the new wine with a first class bash, that
included a nice buffet, great music and of course some great wine. This year's crop is one of the best in recent years and a large throng eagerly used it to wash down mussels, meatballs, sausage and other
treats provided by the bar. Shown above (L-R) are owner Larry Krueger and waitress Phyllis, and a few of the many people enjoying the evening.
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‘Jingle All The Way’ May Make Dickens
Spin in His Grave, But It’s a Good Film

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Faithful readers of the Wisconsin Light
might be surprised to learn that Christ-
mas is not a particular favorite holiday
with Glenn.

Sure, Glenn loves to drive down to the
southside and see all of the wonderfully
tacky lawn decorations. ("Gee, Uncle
Glenn, were Santa and Rudolph really at
the first Christmas?"). But ever since the
neighbors made Glenn take down his an-
nual All Boy Christmas Choir from the
roof...

Actually, Jingle All the Way might just
be the perfect Christmas picture for the
'90s. To begin with, protagonist Howard
Langston (Amold Schwarzenegger) is a
workaholic with no time to share tradi-
tional family holiday values with his
lovely, cookie-baking wife Liz (the lovely
Rita Wilson) or his adorable little boy
Jamie (the adorable Jake Lloyd). But
even more importantly, Jingle All the
Way features a perfect, built-in tie-in: the
Turbo Man doll.

(Didn't Glenn see such a foy advertised
on the TV this past weekend? Supplies
limited: Hurry! Hurry!!)

The film's premise is suitably simple:
For all of his broken promises, Dad can
only redeem himself before son, wife, and
neighborhood if he manages to procure
the illusive Turbo Man doll for little Jamie
in time for Christmas.

Equally simple is the chosen dramatic
conflict: Dad forgot. It was just that sim-
ple: Dad forgot. Come Christmas Eve
moming, a fine, beautiful sunny, crisp
morming. Does Howard spend it with his
loving family? Will the Langston's finally
all go together to the Christmas parade?

Nope, the poor fool must seek out the
one and only toy (Turbo Man, natch) that

will prevent his son from becoming the
schoolyard loser, a certain path to ado-
lescent delinguency.

The remainder of Jingle All the Way
follows Howard as he finds himself stum-
bling into increasingly dangerous (not to
mention ludicrous) escapades in order to
get the last unpurchased Turbo Man in
the known world, in the process tangling
with an equally determined if not down-
right psychotic letter carrier, Myron Lara-
bee (Sinbad), a crooked Department
store Santa (James Belushi) and a fa-
natical cop (Robert Conrad).

As is the way with such holiday film
entertainment, everyone in Jingle All the
Way is likely to live happily ever after (at
least those characters who deserve to).
Hey, come on, it's Christmas after all.

Still, those with young children (or sen-
sitive maiden aunts and uncles) should
be forewamed. Jingle All the Way is at
times shockingly violent (old hat stuff for
someone who has been through as many
Christmas retail wars as has Glenn). But
even Glenn must question the suitability
of Amold punching out a reindeer, an in-
cident many in the filled-to-capacity
crowd found far more amusing than did
Glenn.

After a series of comic bombs, Amold
Schwarzenegger scores here with a win-
ning mix of wonderfully on-target retail
humor, some pretty untraditional stunis
and special effects and plenty of Christ-
mas cheer.

Dickens and Frank Capra may be spin-
ning in their graves but those finding the
upcoming holiday season a little to sac-
charine are likely to find Jingle All the
Way a mildly diverting break from shop-
ping and baking cookies.

Rating $3$$ (scale $ to $$$$%%)

Suspense, Meaty
Performances,
Make ‘Ransom’ an
Engrossing Thriller

Reviewed by John Jahn

Director Ron Howard, who proved he
can give his audiences loft, heroic per-
formances with the wonderful Apollo 13,
switched gears completely to make this
fall's engrossing, suspenseful thriller,
Ransom.

There are no true herces in this movie.
All the characters are flawed in some
way, and csrtainly the villains are purely
evil. This doesn't mean you're left with no
one to cheer for, just that the characters
are more believable in realistic.

Me! Gibson plays a wealthy self-made
man, an airline owner, who has made
some enemies on the way up. When his
10-year-old son disappears from a New
York City outdoor science fair, he imme-
diately suspects that the forces behind
the kidnapping may be some people he
screwed over in the past; in particular, a
union boss with whom he had some
shady dealings who's now in prison be-
cause of Gibson.

He convincingly anguishes over what to
do to find his son. His wife (played by
Rene Russo) is 'given several good
scenes instead of just sobbing hysteri-
cally on the sidelines.

But we know almost from the beginning
who's behind the kidnapping and why, so
where's the suspense?

Well, again | have to retum to the cen-
tral performances, including a particularly
mean and snarling Gary Siniuse as a
New York policeman, and also the des-
perate attempts of Gibson and the FBI to
find his son and pay the $2 million ran-
som. Or, should the ransom be paid at
all?

Ransom is a well-paced drama, keep-
ing you completely involved until the very
end. If | have any complaints, it's only in
the final scenes, which lovingly detail
spurting bullet wounds a little to graphi-
cally for this otherwise intelligent film.
The slow-motion crash through a plate
glass window could've been left on the
cutting room floor.

Nevertheless, Ransom is a film well
worth seeing.
On a 1-10 scale, this film rates a 7.

The Festival of
10 Minute Plays:
So Nice They’re
Having it Twice

Milwaukee—Playwrights Studio I'haa-
ter (PST) is mounting the 5" and 6" An-
nual Festival of 10-Minute plays in rep-
ertory, January 30" through February 16"
at the Stiemke Theater of the Milwaukee
Repertory Theater.

“We couldn't get the perfect space we
needed last year, so we have twice the
quantity of high-quality scripts,” said Mi-
chael Neville, PST's Artistic Director.

The two festivals will feature an all-star
lineup of locally and nationally recognized
playwrights, including Milwaukee Rep
alumni Amlin Gray (A Christmas Carol)
and John Leicht (Hula Hoop Sha Boop);
alderman-piaywright Wayne Frank (The
Sun Also Rises); ComedySporiz's Dick
Chudnow (Spy Hard); popular actor-
playwright James DeVita;, Come-
dySportz’'s Marvin Berkowitz; and PST"
Howard Goldstein and Michael Neville.

Included among the featured actors will
be John Schneider, Artistic Director of
Theater X; Onedia-Ojibwe Hoop dancer
Thirza DeFoe; Jonathan West of Bia-
lystock & Bloom; and a nightly mystery
guest from Milwaukee’s political, cultural
and business community.

The directors will include Mark Bucher,
Artistic Director of the Boulevard Ensem-
ble; Pamela Brown, Artistic Director of
Amethyst Productions; and Stephen
Roselin, Channel 24’s “Andy.”

In keeping with PST's commitment to
premiering new plays by and about Les-
BiGay authors, this year's festivals will
include New York playwright Jefferson D.
Arca’s Are You Gay?, Chicagoan Scott
Sandoe’s antic Tennessee Williams par-
ody Southern Tradition Got Me All
Demented, and Neville's gentle comedy
about William's early career, Eddie and
the Bird.

For ticket information and reservations,
phone the Milwaukee Repertory Theater
box office at (414) 224-9490.
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A wonderful pre tournament show was provided by the Holiday Invitational Tournament Board of Directors and their friends at Club 219 on Thanksgiving night. A large crowd was on hand to cheer and
laugh as the troupe did its stuff. Shown above are some of the highlights of this very creative show which included a production number of “Copa In Havana® complete with some Fidel Castro look alikes, an
Elvis Presley Blue Hawali number and a funny piece where one of the cast sang to her true love. The ever popular and talented Karen Valentine (shown at the far right) was the emcee for the evening. Not
shown is co-emcee Kim, the Club 219 DJ whose banter with Karen kept the crowd laughing.
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equipment, fhree years of shooting, six months of editing were needed to bring “Microcosmos” to the screen.
Above, see to of the “stars” in the thrves of passion. “Microcosmos™ opens at Milwaukee’s Oriental Theater

4 ; Calendar Model Steve Kelso
Interview With Calendar Model and

Superhunk, Steve Kelso

Where were you born? Grow up?

| was born in Somerset, New Jersey and
lived in the town of Middlesex for most of
my life. About eight years ago | moved to
a farm in Jackson township, surrounded
by cows, pigs, ducks, geese, dogs and
sheep (Only for company, not for amuse-
ment).

What's your work-out regimen?

Usually it's four days on, one day off
when I'm getting ready for a photo shoot.
This will go on for two to three months.
When I'm on the road, | try to go to a gym
whenever | can. It's tough to go to the
gym when you're in and out of cities like
I've been in these last three months.

How did you get started posing for
calendars?

| met Rip Colt when | was in L.A. visiting
a friend. He was interested in photo-
graphing me. This goes back about six
years ago. They put me on the cover of
the 1993 calendar which sold out very
rapidly, so they gave me my own calendar
in 1994. This was the first time COLT
gave one guy his own calendar; it was
quite an honor. The 1997 calendar is not
the fourth year where | am the solo fea-
ture model.

What's it like working for COLT?

Working for COLT is great. The shoots
can be rough. You try standing around for
half a day with a hardon and let me know
what you think. If you can, CALL ME!

Seriously, the shoots are always fun. It
was a little nerve wracking at first, but like
anything else, the more you do it, the
easier it becomes.

Do you consider yourself Gay? Bi?
Straight? _

Oh, | am definitely Gay! (I lack fashion
sense, but I'm leaming.) Yes, | have al-
ways been Gay and don’t have any prob-
lem with telling anyone who asks. If they
don't like it, well kiss my ass. That's who |
am and | don’t have any intention of lying
about it.

Do you have a lover?

No. That's a big drawback about being
in the public eye. Meeting people is diffi-
cult because I'm never home long enough
to start a relationship. When | travel and
go out to a club or the beach, people start
coming up to say that they are fans and
have seen my work.

(Don't get me wrong. | appreciate the
attention and love meeting everyone, but
it's difficult to talk to someone, one-on-
one, and get to know the person.)

What are your interests? Hobbies?
Sports? Leisure activities?

| love music. | play piano, guitars and
have a recording studio in my house in
Middlesex. Most people don’t know it, but
| wrote and recorded the music on my
“Intimate Hours" video. People never get
to the credits on porn films. It's always
spank the monkey, get something to drink

and bitch at your lover for not being more
like the guy on the video.

As for hobbies, | enjoy going to the gym
and just being home. | am on the road
quite a bit touring or on photo shoots, so
it's nice to be home.

How many calendars have you done?
CDs? Films?

1997 is my sixth calendar. I'm in photo
books, one video and calendar CDs.
There are actually two calendars out this
year, one from COLT and one by Eagle
Studios.

| left COLT so that | could produce my
own calendar. This gives me a tool to use
for AIDS related fundraising throughout
this country and Canada. | figure if I'm
going to use this so-called fame for any-
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thing, raising money for charities is a
good place fo start. | am always looking
for outstanding AlDS-related organiza-
tions that provide needed services to our
community that can use help.

Would you advise anyone else to
work as a model?

Sure. But be careful. | would never ad-
vise anyone to take unnecessary chances
having sex for money, but posing nude for
pictures, | would have to highly recom-
mend. (The worst that could happen is a
flash burned penis and that will heal.)

Do you like all the public recognition?

Recognition is a strange thing. | never
thought that | would ever get to where |
am now. It's always humbling when peo-
ple recognize you for something you've
done (in my case, sporting wood). But,
like anything else, it grows tiring very fast.

Believe it or not, | am very shy. Sure,
you would never know it if you see me in
front of a crowd, but that comes from be-
ing behind a bar for 16 years always put-
ting on a show. | am a very private person
and | am very lucky people have always
been respectful of that. | love meeting and
talking to new people all the time. No one
has ever been too overwhelming—well,
maybe that's not entirely true, but it
doesn't happen all the time.

What's it like on the set?

It's mostly setup, standing around while
the lights are being moved around until
the shot is ready. It gets a little tiring after
awhile, but | always cut up so | have a
good time. It just makes the day go faster.

Is there a career after modeling?

Sure. I've said several times before, |
am 33 and | can’t keep doing this forever.

(Things are starting to drop; my breasts
have never been this low, EVER.)

| have been in acting classes and last
year, | was in a film in Hollywood called
“George Sale" that was going around to
the film festivals. | had a part playing a

Docks

225 -9676

Celebrate the Holiday
Season \yith Us

oy
i,
L X

Beer Bust
) Close
gather Nig
yist Drink Free
pers

cop. Now my interests i@ In goimny vuin-
mercials, but it's impossible to find the
time this year to go to auditions. Next year
| will pursue this more.

Is there any possibility that you will
come to Wisconsin?

| would love to if someone will have me.
(Don't start!) | will be in the Twin Cities in
the middle of December, however.

(Editor’s Note: Kelso will be appearing
at Town House Country, 1415 Univer-
sity Avcmu% in St. Paul, on Friday, De-
cember 13" af 9:00 p.m. His appear-
ance is a fundraiser for The Aliveness
Project. There is a $5 cover and net
proceeds will benefit the Project.)

LR R

My Eagie Studios calendar is available
for $15 (taxes and postage included) with
$5 of the sale going to AIDS organiza-
tions. You can direct the donation fo an
organization of your choice, or | will per-
sonally distribute the funds to groups that |
feel are providing outstanding services.

If requested, | will personalize any cal-
endar order that mentions this interview.
Indicate how you would like i fo read or if
it is a gift to be sent to a different address.

Please include a signed statement that
you are over 21.

Visa, MC and Discover orders can be
faxed to: 908-364-4595 or mailed to;
Steve Kelso c/o Eagle Studios, P.O. Box
951, Lakewood, NJ 08701-0951.

1579 S. 2nd Street » 672-5580

B’s Annual
Christmas

Party
SUNDAY, DEC 15
NOON to 6pm
Drink Specials &
Good Cheer

A Very Special
Holiday Show
to benefit

BESTD Clinic
at 9pm

Cocktail Hour
Mon-Fri, 3-7pm
Daily Specials
2pm-Close
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Tribute Acknowledges Mary Richards’
Talent, Professionalism and Friendship

| did not mest Mary Richards in all her
elegant finery. | met her in a department
store, where she was dressed in simple
blue jean overalls, shopping for cosmetic
accessories. | knew her reputation as an
engaging entertainer, but had never seen
her. Yet, when my eyes first fell upon her,
| knew exactly who she was—she was
Mary Richard—the Mary Richards.

At the time, | was not fully aware of her
legacy of talent and professionalism in
the world of drag, but | would soon be
exposed to it full force. Since then, | have
only been present for a privileged few of
her performances, the most notable of
which was the creative performance that
won her the Miss Continental Wisconsin
title. And during this short-lived period, |
considered her my friend, as we were
both quite involved in one another's day-
to-day life through a string of events nei-
ther of us planned for nor anticipated.

They were odd and stressful circum-
stances, but we made the most of it until
fate lent a hand, creating a wide space of
separation between us that boiled down
to differing perspectives about life, love,
truth and justice.

Life and truth? No, this tribute isn't
about brilliant, painstakingly designed
costumes or hours of sweaty dance re-
hearsals. It isn’t about nights in sad hotel
rooms found in small towns that book
Mary Richards to perform for a handful of
people in the Gay and Lesbian commu-
nity. These experiences are a given in the
tough world of drag.

This tribute is about the desire to de-
stroy a former self in an effort to create a
dream, a personal reality that answers to
a call from inside oneself to be the bright,
shining individual that lies within each
and every one of us as humans.

Mary Richards has heard such a call
and has answered it. She has accom-
plished her dream and deserves recogni-
tion that validates not the number of
crowns won, but the personal, emotional
and psychological toll that is effected by
choosing a pursue this rebirth of self.

| acknowledge her in this regard, de-
spite our ongoing silent battle, because
she unknowingly taught me a lesson just
by living her life while | watched.

Mary Richards is one of the best things
to ever happen in my life and she will,
undoubtedly, be taken off-guard at this
painful disclosure. Besides giving me
great advice about eye liner application,
she demonstrated in way that were not
particularly comfortable to me that “giving
up” on a truly desired goal is not an op-
tion.

MADISON
Continued from Page 13

can. And Sterling Jones, big, strong,
bawdy, leather Dyke on the cabaret stage,
amazed us with the strength and timber of
her voice on the variety stage by the depth—
and breadth— of notes held in amazing
suspension.

On the poetry stage, Jane Vanderbosch
recited an eloquent poetry of the personal in
which, as she put it, she was a psychiatric
survivor in a real world “North Northeast of
Memory,” in a place where “lions are fed to
lilzcs™- really, in this psychiatric survival she
had known.

But we had for the most part a
wondrous celebration of ourselves
as Lesbians—with sex.

Wrapping up the evening on the big
stage were the interpreters, all of them
signing and dancing in a wild choreography
of interpretation, interpreting while dancing
“Leaping Lesbians,” a song about Lesbians
as a danger because an irresistible pres-
ence fo those outside the community,
leaping Lesbians “who’'ll get ya' yet.”

An old song in a new venue, it was the
only time | had seen interpreters given their
due, | thought, full performers all of them,
little recognized by us of the hearing com-
munity, for their “artful” addition to the “main
attraction.”

--Until | considered that perhaps for
many women interpreters are as much of
the main attraction as my “main attraction,”
leaping Lesbians, all of them, who'll getcha
yet in a moment of consciousness— maybe
bawdy, maybe humorous, maybe interpret-
ing pain transformed; some really good,
some only pretty good; signifying in this si-
lent language of its own artfulness and
grammar and meaning and particular his-
fory; a language different from mine, cer-
tainly, but signifying-- in unison.

And | said, “Thank you, KGP, for your
kissing girls, and your leaping lesbians—-
such forays into silence.”

| should know, for she and | once had
the misfortune of setting our sights upon
the same goal. While in pursuit of this
goal, my weak and self-loathing nature
sparked a “war” in our relationship, al-
though she and | both knew the war was
raging on spiritual, philosophical ground.

In an act of self-preservation, | retreated
from the battle, which gave me the op-
portunity to peel away my anger and hurt
that lay underneath. | discovered that she
and | were made of the same material,
only she had believed she could reach
goals she had set for herself—it wasn't
just a question of desire or “want.”

She believed she could be better than
she already was and she fought instincts
of complacency, always charging off to
defend her dreams. When Mary Richards
wanted something, she was determined
to get it.

From first-hand experience, | can confi-
dently assume she has also incorporated
these same strategies in her transforma-
tion from a shy, quiet individual to the
energetic, dazzling enigma she is known
to be on stage and in her personal life.

Mary Richards may only be somewhat
aware that in recent months our war has
continued to rage. Fought upon my own
turf, the aggressor and aggressed upon
became myself. The weapons used
against my fear and self-effacing medioc-
rity were all those she herself so expertly
wielded against me: will, self-esteem,
conviction, and belief in self, despite all
real and perceived obstacles.

At one point in this deeply spiritual bat-
tle, when | had prematurely proclaimed
myself triumphant, an anonymous ally
surfaced on the scene.

This individual's influence essentially
pushed me up against a wall, challenging
my self-proclaimed victory. The informant
was evaluating the potential use of these
same weapons against his or her own
self, and we momentarily teamed up to
clarify the true nature of our individual
battles. "

By pausing to consider the very similar
experiences of my ally, a realization
slowly washed over me that somehow
tumed my attentions back to the war |
had believe | was fighting against Mary
Richards. | discovered that | was really
fighting that which | did not have: her to-
tal and absolute faith in self-actualization.

As my ally quickly disappeared from
away to initiate self-war, | was left with
the undeniable sense that Mary Richards
must affect people in this same way very
often.

In the future, | am optimistic that a
peace-making mission will develop; this
most unusual, but honest, fribute to Mary
Richards is the raising of a white flag and
a first effort at reconciliation.

The color white is significant because it
symbolizes for me the new self | have
only begun to learn to create because she
showed me how to do it. More impor-
tantly, she proved without a doubt that
she held the conviction to maintain and
defend who she had created herself fo be
in the face of dreams and desires being
threatened.

Mary Richards, this tribute to the un-
derlying qualities that make your career
as a female impersonator so powerful
and evasive is made all the more sweet
by this proclamation: You Win.

Revel in the victory because | have not
lost all. | have won an important battle as
a woman, one that finally savors the
pleasure of believing in myself and the
bright, positive future that lies ahead.

| thank you for being a part of this proc-
ess and | wish you luck as you face un-
familiar battles and challenges in your
new home far away. You taught me the
benefits of utilizing passionate fire in my
own life. As always, | expect nothing less
from you.

Editor’s Note: In her covering lefter,
the writer, who requested that her name
be withheld, wntes: “I believe that most
female impersonators, including Mary
Richards, are often not recognized for the
very personal strength and conviction
needed to have such a career and life, as
the two are inexplicably entwined with one
another.”

The wrter goes on to say that she
wrote this trbute so that the whole com-
munity might know what a “positive influ-
ence and value” Mary Richards has had
on her life and the lives of others as well.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS:
“I read all about it in

TheWisconsin Light
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Issues of Transgenders in December

By Lester Strong

New York, NY—An old year ends, a
new one begins. In saying good bye to
1996, In the Life's December/January
episode examines several issues and
events of continuing interest to the Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered
community.

First off, AIDS:

e Was 1996 the year medical re-
search finally turned the corner on
the epidemic? In the lead story, cor-
respondent Hal German explores
both the promise of and the prob-
lems connected with two recent
medical advances on the AIDS
front—the introduction of protease
inhibitors and the wuse of
“pharmaceutical cocktails” to stop
production of HIV in the body.

o Fifteen years into the AIDS crisis,
the arts community is still respond-
ing. A second segment explores the
powerful feelings that led to Of
Rage and Remembrance, com-
poser John Corigliano’s recent cho-
ral symphony memorializing friends
lost to the epidemic.

* A third story goes behind the scenes
of Rent, the current Broadway hit by
playwright Jonathan Larson that
puts AIDS front and center in its
chronical of life on Manhattan's
Lower East Side. Correspondent
Darius de Haas talks with cast,
crew, and friends of Larson about
the Tony and Pulitzer prize-winning
play.

e AIDS is not just a white Gay male
disease. “A Day in the Life" profiles
African-American activist Michelle
Lopez. A member of the Presiden-
tial Council on AIDS and a deter-
mined advocate for women of color
fighting the disease, Lopez shares
what it means to be a Lesbian sin-
gle parent, raising a son and a
daughter in the face of her own and
her daughter’s diagnosis of AIDS.

» Last, but not least, the pets people
with AIDS are given their due, as In
The Life visits POWARS, an acro-
nym for Pet Owners with AIDS Re-
source Service. This New York
group helps people with AIDS when
the tasks of walking their pets,
feeding them, and taking them to
the vet become too difficult because
of the disease.

AIDS, of course, was not the only is-
sue of interest to the Gay community
during 1996. In the remaining two seg-
ments of the episode, In The Life shifts
its focus toward two very different
groups:

» Transgender folk played their part
in 1968’s Stonewall Rebellion, and
these days they're coming out as
never before to assert their rights.

In “TRANSgender is . . ." corre-
spondent Tanya Barfield explores
the issues and politics of this
growing movement.

« It's competitive, exciting, and a
way of life for thousands of Gay
men and Lesbians across the
country. In The Life host Kather-
ine Linton visits the 10" Annua
International Gay Rodeo finals,
held in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
this fall, for a look at the fun—and
among animal rights activists the
controversy—generated by this
aspect of Gay culture.

An old year ends, a new one begins. §

Commenting on the display last October
of the full NAMES Project Memorial
Quilt in Washington, Hal German notes
early on in this in The Life episode: “So
many names, so many quilts, we may
remember 1996 as the last year this
Mall could hold them all. But it was also

a year of hope.”
Not a bad place for In The Life to
leave viewers on the doorstep of 1997.
This episode of In The Life will air on
PBS TV in ison and Milwaukee on
December 19"

Thirty Things | Hate
(About Being Gay)

A General List in No Particular Order
by Tuber

1. Right Wing Yahoo Christians

2. Most *Gay” films

3.The Village People

4.In Living Color's Men on Film.

5.Working in Springfield.

6.Repressed homosexuals. Let's face it,
they're bad.

7.Gee, | don't know, the OCA maybe.
Although, the OCA did help me become
more vocal.

Thanks OCA. XXX000

8.The world's loudest Gay
"spokespersons" tend to be the most
stereotypical, just look at Liberace or El-
ton John for Christ's sake.

9.People don't know why the numerous
"well-meaning" - 'Straight But Not Narrow'
buttons disturb me. If you don't know,
figure it out.

10.Homosexuals are not allowed to "get
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angry,” because that is doing just what
"they" are.
Fuck that noise.

11.Coming out to friends and family is
stressful and generally a big pain in the
ass.

12.Gay people cannot even be recog-
nized in the eyes of the government as
having a relationship of love, marriage.

13.Breeders make fun of Gay men by
talking with high voices and lisps while
limping their wrists. They're not funny,
they just look stupid. Simple minds, sim-
ple pleasures.

14.The integration of people of color
with people in power has theoretically
been slowly accepted, yet the integration
of homosexuals into the military is not
reaching favorable light.

Hmmm, Gay men are not allowed to
join the elite scum club of the basest men
in our country's slaughter force, maybe |
shouldn't care. I'm a little biased against
the military in case you can't tell.

15.Homosexuals are worked into TV
plots and AIDS is also somehow worked
in, when the mention of AIDS is not a
prerequisite for heterosexual characters.
In one “Murphy Brown" episode, my
mouth was soured when a reasonably
good non-stereotypical Gay man use-
lessly recited the line, "...not when you've
been attending as many funerals as |
have lately."

16.1 hate being associated with a dis-
ease.

17.Lesbians are never worked into a
media plot unless they are sleazy villains.
This is probably because breeders get off

on looking at naughty Lesbians and Les-
bians are not a threat probably because
they are the lowest risk group for AIDS.
18.Gayness is not accepted to such a
degree that a dating scene in high school,
like that of heterosexuals, is basically im-
possible. Gay people miss out on the
naive early dating period, making later

relationship experiences awkward and in-
experienced.

19.1t is very hard for an isolated Gay
person to meet other Gay people for rela-
tionships or dating without visiting an
establishment that somehow suggests
immediate sex. Thus sex becomes a co-
dependent of Gay dating. This is avoid-
able, but when you're lonely, who cares.

20.Breeder men are irrationally afraid of
some of the treatment they give women
being turmed onto them by Gay men (i.e.
objectification, sexual harrasment, etc.)

21.Fear of Gay bashing.

22.People who say “fag” in a derogatory
fashion.

23.Bad Gay literature.

24 Militant homophobics.

25.The untrue connnection made be-
tween homosexuality and child molesta-
tion. That would make half the Christian
right homosexuals.

26.Dating pool = 5 percent.

27.Gay support groups that talk about
being Gay to no end. So we're Gay and
you're Gay and he's Gay we're all Gay.
Let's bask in our Gayness.

28.Madonna.

29.Arsenio Hall.

30.Being associated with actors that use
gerbils.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
-+ Tuesday, Dec 17 10:30pm

Presents for Everyone
with our Famous Balloon Drop

Milwaukee’s Ultimate Social Bar and
Gay Milwaukee’s Packer Party Headquarters

Look Us Up on the Milwaukee Entertainment Compnet

The “Staff” of In Between would like to thank Ken for his
unannounced contribution of wonderful ham sandwiches during our
Packer & Cowhoy Party - November 18th

In Between’s Face Lift Coming Soon!

Thank You to All HIT Participants and Guests for making this years tournament a huge success.

- Curt

IN BETWEEN - 625 South 2nd Street — Milwaukee — 273-2693 — Lottery Approved
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By Dusty Sass

Wow the last couple of weeks have
been really busy. Here's a few highlights:
The SpotLight party at In Between was a
real blast even if our Packers were
thumped by the evil ones from down
South.  The World AIDS Day show at
Manoeuvres put on by Z & L Enterprises
was very good. The HIT Tournament
Show at Club 219 was a real hoot, very
creative and a pleasure to watch as well.

The Oberon fund raiser for Kids With
AIDS at Mama Roux was packed (like
this was unusual?) and a great time was
had by all.

| had a nice time watching the Pack
beat the Bears at R Place in Madison and
then | had the chance to see that great
show benefiting Camp Heartland and the
AASPIN Foundation on World AIDS Day
at Manoeuvres,

Speaking of which | must tell you what a
~ great guy owner Ed G. is. Just about
every week he gives away the door to help
some cause that needs help.

On Sunday the First, it was Camp
Heartland and AASPIN, then on Decem-
ber 15 it will be Madison's Homeless
Shelters. Plus he put out a free Thanks-
giving buffet, plus he has a Toys for Tots
campaign. AND we hear that he is plan-
ning on working the bar himself on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day so that
his customers will have a place to go and
his employees can spend some quality
time with their friendg'and family.

Speaking of R Place, owners Rich and
Danny are back from Florida. They were
wonderful hosts of our Election Night
party and put out a bunch of bucks for the
Internet hook up with Milwaukee. Unfor-
tunately the hook up didn't work because
of the big Intemet crash. Nonetheless
they deserve much credit for the effort
and for the community spirit they showed
in hooking up the Shamrock so its cus-
tomers could enjoy the show.

Community spirit like that shown by Ed,
Rich and Danny, the Oberons and the
crowd at Mama Roux should inspire us
all. ]

With the Holidays fast approaching, it's
hard, | mean difficult for me to find the
time to do all my shopping and the next
few weeks aren't going to be of much
help. There is so much going on that I'll
just have fo race around filling my list.

First off, | will be at the Boot Camp’s
annual AIDS dinner on Saturday Decem-
ber 7th. This bash is always a first class
event. It will be held upstairs at the M and
M Club. Your $25.00 donation gets you a

great dinner and a chance at some great
items in the Silent Auction. For tickets
see your favorite Boot Camp bartender or

Si at the Boot Camp.

After dinner, I'll race over to Just Us for
the Shoreline Christmas Party at Just Us.
Don't miss this even if you don't like
Qountry type music. This is a very spe-
cial event which will include the dedication
of a panel for the Names Quilt. The party
also includes free line dancing lessons for
those who want to scuff their heels on that
nice wooden dance floor.

If | am lucky I'll have time to race over
to Club 94 for their Arctic Blast Christmas
sh(_)w. Don't let the name fool you, this is
going to be one hot show! (No we aren't
talking about my sex life lately its been as
cold as the weather)

But there is no rest for the wicked (or
me either for that matter) and the next
weekend will be even busier. In fact
things start on Thursday December 12
with the kick off of the Ken Rhode Birth-
day Weekend. Being such an extra spe-
cial guy, Ken needs three days to cele-
brate his B-Day. And being such a gen-
erous guy, he is letting his celebration
benefit Rainbow Over Wisconsin.

On Thursday the 12th Ken has a spe-
cial Kick off bash at Brandy's Il. | can't
wait to see him and Za in the Wet Jockey
Short contest. (The camera will be ready
guys). Of course that same night, Du-
wanna Moore and friends will be at Club
Cheeks for a special show that | won't
miss. Duwanna is soooo talented and
su’l?t? a sweet heart too.

en on Friday the 13, we all get luck
™ because Ken is having a bashgat Zaz
featuring a special show hosted by Miss
Emerald City. (I wonder about that title,
Does she really come from Oz)

After the show [I'll be leaving the Bay
City and heading back to Milwaukee so |
don’t miss The Cream City Chorus con-
cert at Cross Lutheran Church. Saturday
~ December 14. If you have never been to

a Gay Chorus Holiday concert there is not
time like the present to attend one. |
snuck into one of the rehearsals and | can
tell you this is going to be one good event.

After the concert, I'll be off to one of my
favorite bars, Fannies to help them cele-
brate the Holidays with their annual party.
What better way to have some holiday
cheer than with good friends and good
music at Fannies. y

Being at Fannies will allow me to run
down the street to the 1100 Club for the
Oberons last fund raiser for their Kid's
With AIDS project. The Oberons are a
great group of guys who have worked
very hard on this (as they always do). Let
no one say the Leather Community
doesn't do its part.

On Sunday December 15, |'ll start out
my day at B's for its annual Holiday
Party. Then it's off to the Boot Camp for
its Christmas Bash, and then its off to
Manouevres in Madison for our special
Spotlight Party and Show to raise funds
for Madison's homeless. Ed, Tony, Char-
lie and staff are going all out as is Simply
Divine. As long as | am there, | will have
to make time to shop at their new Gay
Boutique and Coffee Shop, We Are Fam-

ily they have some wonderful merchan-
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dise all of it reasonably priced.

Unfortunately, my schedule won't allow
me to be at PFLAG's Party at Mama
Roux. Mama is all excited over the pros-
pect of meeting other parents of Gays and
Lesbians. At this point Mama has so
many kids that she needs some birth
control advice. (Any volunteers?) But |
do hope that they get a good crowd. If's a
great chance to introduce your own par-
ents to a fine group.

Last but by no means least | will be at-
tend the SAGE Holiday Buffet at Just Us
on Sunday December 22. The free buf-
fet is open to everyone but you got to
make a reservation by calling 271-0378
between December 5 and December 17.

Don't forget to remember your commu-
nity by throwing some of your holiday
dollars to some well deserving groups.
Gay People's Union could use some fi-
nancial help to maintain its hot line, the
Cream City Foundation always can use
some extra funds to give to deserving
groups as can the Wisconsin Community
Fund. And with all the planning going on
for a new community center, the LBGT
Community Center Trust Fund should not
be overlooked either.

Other good local charities include, the
New Harvest foundation and the United in
Madison, Positive Voice in Green Bay,
GLEEDA in Appleton and your local AIDS
charities.

See ya soon. In the meantime, be safe
be proud and be as queer as you want to
be.

TALENTED PEOPL

By Todd M. Lachn

Those lives that brush past ours: Always
vital,

deeply affected, never ineffective,

at once important and insignificant

Like a fire-formed rock: Prehistoric and
primal,

perpetual and fossil-like, a mountain
range,

yet gem-precious and fragile as mist.

Portraits and sculptures, writings,
performances, deeds and speeches and

presences
The nearness of grandeur and beauty.

The ever present loss of importance and
knowledge,

ebbed by the lack of time and the
magnitude of suffering.

A molted feather drifts the same air
currents as its host did.

Waste and sadness and anger:
A time capsule of dreams and medical
events, a loss;
challenges to the spirit which awards
steadfast reverence.

In memory of those lost to AIDS

The poet is a Milwaukeean who has been writ-
ing for 25 years. The above poem was published
in October, 1996, in the anthology, Forever And
A Day. The publication coincided with the AIDS
Quilt display in Washington, DC in October.
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DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY ENTERTAINMENTf

COMPLEX!

4 Different Places to Party,
Dance or Relax

7 Bars - 2 Dance Floors
4 Sound Systems

Video - Food

Games - Dancing

rubhs

Pub

Food Ard Dk

801 - 807 South 2nd Street - Milwaukee - 383-8330
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GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS

MADISON

JEWISH LESBIANS

CELEBRATE CHANUKAH

Madison’s Jewish Lesbians will gather for
a special celebration of Chanukah on Satur-
day December 7, at the Wilmar Neighbor-
hood Center, 953 Jennifer Street, Madison.
All Jewish Lesbians and their womyn
friends are invited to a vegetarian potluck.

The Latke Brigade will begin frying
Latke’s at 4:30 P.M. Anyone interested in
helping is more than welcome to join them.

Schmoozing and decorating begins at 5:30 -

and dinner will begin at around 6:00 PM,

Everyone is welcome to bring their meno-
rahs and candles to join in creating the light
of the third night of Chanukah. There will
be a voluntary gift exchange. Gifts should
be limited to $10.00.

The group is also collecting non-
perishable food items for donation to the
Atwood Community Center’s Food Pantry.

For more information call (608) 246-8002.

MILWALKEE

LBGT CENTER MEETING

ON DECEMBER 8TH

A town meeting for those working on
and/or desiring input into the planning of a
new Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender
Community Center for Milwaukee will be
held at the UWM Union Room E-280 at 8
PM on Sunday December 8th.

All members of the LGBT community are
welcome to attend, listen, lean, provide new
ideas and hopefully volunteer.

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION TO

PUBLISH GUIDE
The Alternative Business Association has
announced that it will publish a Resource

Sund

Guide for the Greater Milwaukee area in the
early part of 1997. The guide will consist of
listings of all Gay and Lesbian friendly busi-
nesses, service providers and organizations
in the greater Milwaukee area.

Anyone who wishes to have a listing
should contact ABA before December 31,
1996. For more information call PO Box 65,
Mil\ovaukee, WI 53201 or call (414) 389-
1200.

PFLAG HOLIDAY PARTY

DECEMBER 15

Everyone is welcome at the PFLAG
Christmas Party on Sunday December 15 at
Mama Roux’s, 1875 N. Humboldt. The
party begins at 5:00 and it offers a great op-
portunity for Lesbians and Gays to bring
their parents for a party where they can meet
other parents in a friendly atmosphere.

There is no cost to come, but donations are
appreciated.

ST. SEBASTIAN’S CHOIR TO

HOLD CHRISTMAS CONCERT

St. Sebastian’s Adult and Children’s
Choirs with Bell Choir and Ensemble will
perform a Christmas Concert with works
from Handel’s “Messiah,” Baroque Madri-
gals and traditional Christmas Carols on
Friday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m., St. Se-
bastian Catholic Church, 5400 W. Wash-
ington Blvd. Phone (414) 453-1928 for more
information. Free will offering appreciated,

WALKESHA

WALN OFFERS NEW
PROGRAMMING

The Waukesha Area Lesbian Network will
be offering a free presentation on how to
prepare income taxes tailored to meet Les-
bian family needs.

The presentation given by Carol Van
Duser CPA will be on Sunday January §

i

S ,'. e o A, . &wm 4
from 4 to 5 PM at the Maple Avenue
Memonite Church . All Lesbians and Les-
bian friendly womyn are welcome.

In an effort to reach even more Lesbians,
the Network will be alternating its regular
first Sunday of the month discussion meet-
ings with programs. For more information
on WALN call (414) 297-9412.

CHICAGO

EXPANDED

to serve you better.
Come in and see

S FIUGE. sicw
addition. Then

SISTER2SISTER CALENDAR
Sister2Sist PéﬁTY based ial C ECK
ister2Sister, a Chicago-based social or-
ganization of Afican-American Lesbians, ouTrT
as completed Chicago’s first women-of- ek
color calendar for women. Come celebrate at our 14 foot Chili
the calendar release party, Thursday, De- Pepper.

cember 12, 7:00 p.m. at Paris Noir, Paris
Dance, 1122 W. Montrose.,

A portion of the proceeds from sales of the
calendar benefit MAAT DOMPIM, a
Women of Color Land Project, and other
community organzations.

ST. PALL

STEVE KELSO FOR

AIDS BENEFIT
Supermodel Steve Kelso, will be appearing
at Town House Bar and Dance Club, 1415
University Avenue in St. Paul. on Friday,
December 13", at 9:00 p.m. as a fundraiser
for The Aliveness Project. There will be a $5
cover. Net proceeds will benefit the Project.

™
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Dennis Getto
Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel
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GREEN BAY

Positive Voice Christmas Party at
The Woodside on Dec. 13
The Positive Voice Christmas celebration
will be on Friday December 13 at the Wood-
side Supper Club. Cocktails are at 6:00,

dinner is at 7:00. FINE MEXIGA"
The evening will include entertainment, a

white elephant gift exchange, and family CUISINE

style dinner.

ickels are $14.00 for PV members and 7 DAYS A WEEK

$16 for non-members. Guests are asked to 734 South 5th Street

bring two gag gifts wrapped in newspaper.
Reservations are due on Tuesday Decem-

t\);er_l For more information contact Positive
oice,

645-9888

Corner of 5th & National, across
from the Milwaukee Ballet

Located in the Wilson Hotel
150 S. Blair Street, Madison = 608.258.9918 » Fax 608.258.9007
E-Mail MANOEU9918@aol.com (Look Soon for Our Website)

E ¥V E N T

. IVIANOEUVRES

ay, December 15 e 7rmShow

DUILIGHL “Christmas Show”’

Special Guests featuring some of Wisconsin’s Best Live Performers

AND AT 10:30°"
Simply Divine’s Christmas Show

Raffles, Prizes ® All Proceeds Benefit Madisons Homeless Shelters

Sunday, December 8

It’s A Wanna Be Christmas with S. Suzie S.

CLOSE, MON-SAT
SPM TO CLOSE

Manoeuvres and the MAD Bar will be open on December 24 & 25 at 6pm
& Plan on Being Here for our New Year’s Eve Celebration with free champagne,
tiaras, plus a great buffet.

SUNDAY

Join Our Toy’s for Tots Drive

Bring an unwrapped toy before close on December 19 & receive a Free Drink!




YOU'RE INVITED

SATURDAY DECEMBER 7

BAY CITY CHORUS HOLIDAY
CONCERT IN GREEN BAY :
The Bay City chorus will present their
annual Holiday Concert at Union Congre-
gational Church, 714 S. Madison Street,
Green Bay at 7:30 PM today and at 4:30

PM on Sunday. )
Entitled “Noel, Noel, Bells Are Ringing"
the concert will be an enchanting holiday

treat for those in attendance.

SHORELINE CHRISTMAS PARTY AT
JUST US IN MILWAUKEE

The Shoreline Dance troupe will be cele-
brating the Holidays with a special party at
Just Us, 807 S. 5 St., Milwaukee t_hat will
help raise money for the Names Quiit.

The event includes the dedication of a
Names Quilt Panel, free dance lessons,
raffles and lots of fun.

BOOT CAMP'S WORLD AIDS DAY

DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION

Join your friends from the Boot

Camp for their annual dinner com-
memorating World AIDS day. This an-
nual fund raiser includes a delicious din-
ner and a silent auction.

For more information contact the Boot
Camp 643-6900.

CLUB 94 CHRISTMAS SHOW

Club 94 and Samantha D'Carlo present
their Arctic Blast Christmas Show at 11:00.
This breath of fresh holiday air features the
Follie Girls, Josie Lynn, Miss Gay W| US
of A, Vickie C.- Miss Gay WI| of America
and Kierra Nicole- Miss Fox Valley US of
A.

With a hot line up like this how can ya
miss. So bring your mistletoe and yourself
to Club 94, located at 9001 120th Avenue,/
Hwy C- 1-94, Kenosha.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8

IT'S A WANNA BE CHRISTMAS
WITH SUZIE S. AT MANOUEVRES
Suzie's Annual Holiday Show at Manoeu-

vres is guaranteed to be a real hit. Suzie
and friends have some exira special hol_t-
day treats in store for everyone who is
there. Manoeuvres is located at 150 S.
Blair St., Madison.

STAR PACKED SHOW AT
MADISON'’S R PLACE

The stars will be out in force at R Place
for an extra special gala. Included in the
line up are Kitty Ligore, Miss Gay Madison,
the ever popular Cass Marie Domino,
Celeste Olds, Miss Gay Great Lakes US of
A At Large, Lauren Lemour and other fine
performers.

Showtime is at 10:30. R Place is located
at 121 W. Main St., Madison.

THURSDAY DECEMBER 12

DUWANNA PUTS OUT AT CLUB
CHEEKS IN GREEN BAY
One of our favorite and most talented
impersonators will be putting it out for you
and all your friends at Club Cheeks on
December 12 and December 20th.

by the Cream City Chorus.

The theme of this year's concert is
“Christmas Is Not For Everyone.” It will
feature music from Chanukah, Christmas
and Kwanzaa.

Cross Lutheran Church is located at
1821 N. 16th St. (Just North of 16th and
Lisbon) The concert begins at 8:00.

OBERONS KIDS WITH AIDS FUND
RAISER AT THE 1100

The 1100 Club will be the site of the
final Oberon “Kids With AIDS Fund
Raiser” of the year. This is your last
chance to win some great prizes and to
help the Oberons make sure that Kids
With AIDS have a great Christmas.

There will be a beer bash beginning at
10:00, raffles, prizes and loads of fun.
The 1100 club is located at 1100 S. First
Street, Milwaukee.

NINE INCH MALES WRAP UP
BIRTHDAY WEEKEND AT ZA'S
Three members of the Nine Inch Males

will be on hand to conclude the festivities
surrounding Ken Rhode's birthday. Their
show at Za's, 1106 Main Street, Green
Bay, will help Ken forget his age and re-
member how much fun everyone had at
his three parties all of which, including
this one, raised money for Rainbow Over
Wisconsin.

FANNIES CHRISTMAS PARTY
Everyone is welcome at Fannies for its
Christmas Party. Entertainment, drink
The party is free, but donations are
appreciated.

THURSDAY DECEMBER 19

LAST DAY FOR TOYS FORTOTS
DRIVE AT MANOUEVRES
Manoeuvres concludes its “Toys For
Tots Campaign” today. Bring in an un-
wrapped toy anytime, any day before
closing on Thursday December 19 and
receive a free drink.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 22

SAGE HOSTS FREE BUFFET AT
JUST US IN MILWAUKEE

Those fine folks who make up SAGE,
Senior Action In A Gay Environment want
everyone to come to their annual holiday
:uffet at Just Us, 807 S. 5th St., Milwau-

ee.

Dinner begins at 1:00, but you MUST
make a reservation by calling 271-0378
between December § and December 17.
specials and more await the holiday rev-
elers at this annual holiday treat.

Fannies is located at 200 E. Washing-
ton, and they will be very happy to see
you there.

FILM SHORT SHOWING AND
POSTER SALE

Landmark Theatres will be presenting
their Ninth Annual Vintage Movie Poster
Sale from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM. at the
Oreintal Theater, Farwell and North, Mil-
waukee.

The event also includes a showing of

vintage movie trailers and short films

That's right its the Duwanna Moore Show including Precious Images and Words
and she will be “Do ‘in It To Ya" with he: which contains clips from hundreds of

10:30 Shows.
Club cheeks is located at 232 S. Broad-
way, Green Bay.

ROW BENEFIT AT BRANDY’S Ii
Rainbow Over Wisconsin will be the
beneficiary of the “"Ken Rhode Birthday
Bash Kick Off at Brandy's Il, 1126 Main,
Green Bay.
The bash includes a Wet Jockey Short-T-
Shirt contest, and drink specials.

FRIDAY DECEMBER 13

ROW BENEFIT AT ZA’S

The weekend long celebration of Ken
Rhode's birthday continues with a Birthday
Tribute Show at Za's, 1106 Main Street,
Green Bay.

This special show hosted by Miss Emer-
ald City, Kelli Jo Klein will benefit Rainbow
Over Wisconsin.

films.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 15

SPOTLIGHT PARTY FEATURES

SPECIAL GUESTS, THE DIVINE

CHRISTMAS SHOW AND MORE

There will be plenty of fun and sur-
prises in store for everyone at the special
Manoceuvres Christmas Party beginning at
7:00.

The evening is a benefit for Madison’s
Homeless Shelters and will include some
very special performances by some of
Wisconsin’s finest singers and imper-
sonators. It will also include a very spe-
cial Christmas Revue put on the by ever
so falented Divine.

What could be better than a wonderful
show, a great cause and a great time.
Admission is $5.00, Reserved tables are
just $26.00.

Manoeuvres is located at 150 S. Blair

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14 |Eikads

CREAM CITY CHORUS HOLIDAY

CONCERT AT CROSS LUTHERAN

Cross Lutheran Church will be host for
this year's annual holiday treat presented

BOOT CAMP HOLIDAY PARTY

Bring out those Leathers and don that
Gay apparel for the Boot Camp’s annual
Christmas Bash.

Si and his staff of elves will be there to
help make your Holiday Season even
better. The party begins at 3:00.

B’S ALL DAY CHRISTMAS PARTY
AND EVENING SHOW

B’s located at 1679 S.2nd St., (comer of

Second Lapham), will be holding their

annual Christmas Bash.

The party starts at Noon and goes to 6
PM with drink specials. The Christmas
show will be at 9:00. Brittany Morgan and
her intrepid band of entertainers will be on
hand to help make your holiday season a
little brighter.

Proceeds from the show will benefit the
BESTD Clinic.

PFLAG PARTY AT MAMA ROUX

Those lovely folks from PFLAG, Par-
ents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
want you to bring your parents and family
members to their holiday party at Mama
Roux, 1875 N. Humboldt, Milwaukee.
The 5:00 gathering is a great opportunity
for Gays and Lesbians to aquatint their
parents with other parents in a social
atmosphere.

New Books at
AfterWords

Lesbian Fiction

Murder, She Meowed by Rita Mae
Brown and Sneaky Pie Brown, Bantam
HC $22.95

Lesbian Non-Fiction
The Wild Good: Lesbian Photographs
& Writings on Love,edited by Beatrix
Gates, Anchor Books Pb $19.95

Gay Fiction

For a Lost Soldier by Rudi van Dantzig

1506 Morth 3rd Street » Superior, Wi
REAL 4

(715) 394-2580
Thursday - Karaoke

Friday & Saturday - DJ
Sunday - Request Night

The Gay Men's Press Pb $14.95
Gay Non-Fiction

Male Bonding compiled by David
Springle, FotoFactory HC $40.00

AfterWords’
Schedule

Monday, December Sth
AfterWords Bookclub - 7:30p.m.
Northridge High Football Camp

St. Joseph Krol

Thursday, December 12th
Gay & Lesbian Writers' Group -
All interested writers welcome to join in
this monthly group.

Sunday, December 15th
AfterWord's 2nd Fabulous
Packer Sunday
Special Opening Time: 11a.m.
Food, Fun and more...

Thursday, December 19th
Lesbian Book Club - 7:00p.m.
Four Figures in Time
Patricia Grossman

Tuesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
Finished Christmas shopping?
Stop in for
a relaxing cappuccino
or some Holiday Nog.
Enjoy some last minute Holiday Spe-
cials.
Store hours are 9a.m.-5p.m.

Wednesday, December 25th
Closed.
Merry Christmas

Tuesday, December 31st
New Year's Eve
Store hours are 10a.m.-5p.m.

Wednesday, January 1st
closed

Happy New Year

Monday, January 13th
AfterWords Book Club
Boys Like Us edited by Patrick Meria

MAY LOVE WITH YOU BE LONG ABIDING,
MAY YOUR HOPES AND DREAMS APPEAR
MAY YOUR HEART FIND ITS FULFILLMENT

IN THIS GRACIOUS TIME OF YEAR

BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY
SEASON
AND
FOR A JOYFUL NEW YEAR

FROM JOE, JUNE AND STAFF
418 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee (414) 278-9192
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7:30

Just Us

Upstairs at M & M's

APPLETON Lake MiLLS

Rascals Bar & Grill
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, WI 54891
954-9262

The Pivot Club
4815 W. Prospect
Appleton, W1 54815
730-0440

Black Smith inn
PO Box 220
Baileys Harbor, WI
839-9222

Chanticleer Guest
House

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay 54234
746-0334

Eau CLAIRE

The Trading Co.
304 Eau Claire St.
Eau, Claire WI
838-9494

The Wolfs's Den
302 E Madison
EauClaire, W| 54703
832-9237

GREEN Bay

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, WI 54301
437317

Club Cheeks

232 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
430-9854

Napalese Lounge
515 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
432-5646

Sass

840 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54304
437-7277

Za'slJava's

1106 Main St.

Green Bay, W 54301
435-5476

KENOSHA

Club 94

9001 120th Ave
Kenosha, WI 53140
857-8958

La CrRoOsSE

Cavalier Lounge
114 N Sth St.

La Crosse, WI| 54601
782-9061

Bay City Chorus Holiday Concert
Union Congregation Church

714 S. Madison, Green Bay

Shoreline Christmas Party

807 S. Fifth St. Milwaukee

Boot Camp’s AIDS Dinner & Auction
Call 643-6900 for reservations

Club 94 Christmas Show 11:00
Club 94 Hwy. C and 94, Kenosha

Sunday December 8

R Place Holiday Gala 10:30
R Place, 121 Main Street, Madison

A Wanna Be Christmas Show 10:30
Manoeuvres, 150 5. Blair St Madison

ALENDA

Saturday December 7

Cross Roads Bar
W6642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, W| 53551
648-8457

MaDIson

A Room of One's
Own Book store
317 W. Johnson
Madison, W1 53703
257-7688

Geraldine’s

3052 E. Washington
Madison, W 53704
241-9335

Manoeuvres

150 S. Blair
Madison, W| 54703
258-9918

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

R Place

121 W. Main Street
Madison, WI 53703
2575455

The Shamrock
117 W Main St.
Madison, WI 53703
255-5029

Sunprint Cafe
State Street
Madison, W1 53703
255-1555

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milw, W1 53211
963-9089

B's

1579 § 2nd St
Milw, Wi 53204
672-5580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milw, WI 53204
273-7474

Boot Camp Saloon
209 E. National
Milw, W1 53204
643-6900

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milw, WI 53203
291-9889

Cest La Vie

231 8.2 st
Milwaukee W] 53204
276-8890

2:00

Bay
ROW Benefit

Saturda

Milwaukee

MILWAUKEE
Continued

Club 219

219 8. 2nd St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
271-3732

1100 Club
1100 S. 1st St.
Milw, W| 53204
647-9950

Fannies

200 E. Washington
Milw, W1 53204
6439633

In Between
6258, 2nd St
Milw, W1 53204
273-2693

Just Us

807 S. Sth St
Milw, W 53204
383-2233

Kathy's Nut Hut
1500 W. Scott
Milw, Wi 53204
647-2673

La Cage

801 § 2nd St.
Milw, WI 52304
383-8300

La Perla Restaurant
734 S, Fifth St.

Milw, WI 53204
645-9888

Mama Roux
1875 N. Humboldt
Milw, W1 53212
3470344

M & M Club
124 N. Water
Milw, W1 53202
347-1962

Rene's Cozy Corner
3500 W Park Hill
Milw, W 53208
933-RENE

S. Water St. Docks
354 E. National
Milw, WI 53204
259676

Station 2
1534 W. Grant
Milw, W1 53204
3835755

10% Club

4223 W. Fon Du Lac
Milw, Wi 53216
4470010

This Is It
418 E. Wells
Milw, W 53202
278-9192

Bay City Chorus Holiday Concert

Union Cangregation Church
714'S. Madison, Green Bay

Thursday December 12

Duwanna Moore Show 10:30
Club Cheeks, 232 S. Broadway. Green

Ken Rhodes Birthday Bash Kick off
Brandys I, 1126 Main Street, Green B

: ¥ Mil

Friday December 13 :

mber 18 is
consin Light

ROW Benefit Show 10:00
Za's 1106 Main Street, Green Bay

December 14

Cream City Chorus Concert 8:00
Cross Lutheran 1821 N. 16 St,,

Kids With AIDS Fund Raiser 10:00
1100 Club, 1100 S. First St. Milwaukee

Fannies Christmas Party
Fannies 200 E. Washington, Milwaukee

0 DecemberS, 1996 to December 18, 199- THE WISCONSIN LIGHT-21

Sunday December 15

Wisconsin Light SpotLight
Party at Manoeuvres
Raflftes, Prizes, Live

Performers, the Divine
Christmas Show and More,
Proceeds to benefit Madison s
Homeless Shelters

Boot Camp Holiday Party 3:00 to 777
Boot Camp Saloon, 209 E. National,

B's Holiday Party and Show Noon &
9:00

B's 1679 S. Second (2™ and Lapham)
Mil

of The

PFLAG Party 5:00
Mama Roux. 1875 N. Humboldt, Mil.

Thursday December 19

Last Day for Toys For Tots
Manoeuvres, 150 S, Blair St., Madison

121 W MAIN
MADISON, WI
608-257-5455

1875 North Humboldt « Milwaukee
3470344

Grill Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 4—10 pm
Friday and Saturday: 4—11 pm
Friday Fish Fry — Cod or Catfish
Sunday Brunch from 11am—3pm
plus full menu with
grill open to 8 pm
Carry-out Orders Available
MasterCard/Visa Accepted
Personal Checks upon Approval

B AD Your Eastside

AMéPjCAiN... Alternative

GRILL

R
Saturday, December 14 © 10pm

Christm

MILWAUKEE |

Continued

Triangle
134 E. National
Milw, W1 53204
38329412

Walkers Point Cafe
1106 S. First St.
Milw, WI 53204
384-7999

Zippers
819 8 2nd St.

Milw, Wi 53204
645-8330

JoDees

2139 Racine St.
Racine, W 53403
634-9804

What About Me?
600 6th St.
Racine, W1 53403
6320171

The Office

513 E. State St.
Rockford, IL, 61104
8159650344

SHEBOYGAN

Blue Lite

1029 N. 8th St.
Sheboygan, 53081
457-1636

Stevens PoinT

The Platwood Club
701 Highway 10W
Stevens Point, 54481
341-8862

JT's Bar

1506 N 3rd St.
Superior W| 54880
394-2580

The Main Club
1813 N 3rd
Superior, WI 54880
392-1756

Find Out What's Going On

CALL
THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

SPOTLINE

Trio Club

820 Tower
Superior, WI 54880
3925373

(414)299-0857
Taé‘c?v"\l::hm Updcted Daily

Wausau, WI 54401
8423225




CU-SeeMe Is One of the Best Ways For
Gays to Have Fun on the Net

By Garry Convery

Romper bomper stomper boo Tell me,
tell me, tell me, do Magic mirror tell me
today Have all the Gays had fun at play?
| can see AssHunter, AusseMAN, and
ButchTopNC, There is ChgoTony, Hot
Latin3 and Cowboy tool!

And | can CU-SeeMe.

If Miss Kim had had access to the in-
ternet, she would not have had to look
through an empty hoop and pretend to
see what fun everyone was having. With
a Quickcam and CU-SeeMe software,
she may have been in for a bit of a
shock.

CU-SeeMe has been developed to allow
video conferencing on the net. But, like all
good cyber technology, is has been ap-
propriated by Gay men for their own
beautifully perverted purposes.

And what fun that is! A better name
could very well be "Show me yours-show
you mine".

Its primary use for Gay men is to so- °

cialize and sexualize both via IRC
(Internet Relay Chat) and ClU-SeeMe,
making it possible to talk and watch at
the same time. Gaycuseeme are friendly
IRC channels and are usually as large as
the other popular Gay channels such as
#gaysex or #jackoff.

Since most men are interacting via CU-
SeeMe, the IRC channels tend to have
correspondingly less talk on them. Using
CU-SeeMe software you can have one-to-
one on-line video sessions where any-
thing goes, or group session fun and
games by using a reflector.

There is #gaycuseeme on the Austra-
lian Undernet, which can be accessed
through your closest server:
au.undemet.org Have a look at their
home page on the web at hitp://iwww
Ipgi.com.au/users/wworld/gaycuseeme/

This site provides information about the
channel, the software required, where to
get a camera in Australia and links to
some of the users' nicks, photos and
home pages.

There is, of course much more hap-
pening on the global Undemet, as well as
on EFNet. There are home pages for the
gaycuseeme channels on both IRC net-
works.

The official Undernet #gaycuseeme
WWW page can be found at
http://www.gaycuseeme.com/ There is a
lot of information here about the technol-
ogy, the users, and about reflectors. Ac-
cess the EFNet #gaycuseeme home page
at: hitp:// www.webwidget .com
/gaycuseeme/

There are of course some rules to follow
when using these channels.

Do Be: -

» Polite on the channel — if you must ar-
gue with someone, do it in a private chat.

« Moderate and tolerant — it will make
everyone's time on the channel a lot more
fun.

» Prepared for constant sexual advances
and pressures to show all.

= A transmitter and not a lurker, it is the
best way to have one-to-one fun.

New Website Has

- Been Set Up for Gay,
Bisexual and Lesbian
Youth

Chicago—Pride USA, a new national
organization formed to help establish Gay
youth clubs in the nation's high schools,
recently launched its new website to help
link Gay high school student and Gay
youth on the Internet. The new website is
at: www.studentalliance.org/prideusa.htm

The website will serve as a Gay youth
“safe space” where Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual, Transgendered and questioning
youth can interact with each other and
help fight the isolation that many of them
feel in their schools, their families and
their towns and cities.

In addition, the website provides a link
for students who want to help establish a
Gay youth group in their high school and
are seeking assistance and information in
doing so.

-

Don't Be:
= A nuisance.

« A harasser of other users, there is im-
mediate banning for abusing the rights of
others.

. Altrader of pictures in kiddy porn chan-
nels.

= A basher, a nacker, or a flooder.

« A jerk in front of everyone, you could
well get kicked and/or banned.

+ A lurker, since there is no gratification
back to the transmitter.

» Someone who freezes their image or
stays dressed or positions their cameras
not to be revealing.

+ Someone who goes one-to-one without
gaining permission, it is considered very
bad manners.

Privacy can be an important issue. It is
very easy to screen capture and/or video
capture your CU-SeeMe transmissions
from both a reflector and a one to one
session.

Beware! Anything you do can be re-
corded without your kriowledge or con-
sent. You only have recourse provided by
the legal system if someone posts or
sells your image without your consent.
However, if you are doing this on a public
reflector, then you could be construed as
publishing into the public domain, which
could affect your legal rights. Other uses
of your image (in newspapers, on TV, for
private exhibition) may be perfectly legal,
just as if you were photographed on a
nude beach in public.

The bottom line: never do anything that
you would not like your Mother to see —on
either a one-to-one or a reflector — if you
are worried about it. Otherwise, never
show your face, or always use one CU
nickname for your face while dressed,
and another CU nickname while your are
nude and never show your face.

Above all Cu-SeeMe is fun, an opportu-
nity to take control of new technology and
mould it to suit our purposes. So...

Come with me and gallop, and gallop,
and gallop. Come with me and gallop on
CU-SeeMe today.

Boulevard Theater
to Stage Milwaukee
Premiere of

‘Little Egypt’

Milwaukee—The Boulevard Ensem-
ble will again infroduce Milwaukee audi-
ences to challenging and entertaining
theater by premiering Chicago play-
wright Lynn Siefert's dark comedy Little
qupt December 19" through January
12" at the Boulevard Theater, 2252 S.
Kinnickinnic. Ensemble Artistic Director
Mark Bucher will stage the production.

The production will include the talents
of Michelle Waide, Jane Hanley, Megan
Powell, Robert Kennedy, Jim Gallagher,
and Craig Halstead (Shepherd Ex-
press voted Best Actor of the Year).

Mary Bailey, the Boulevard's Produc-
tion Stage Manager, will stage manage
the production.

Little Egypt paints a portrait of love,
lust and romance gone awry in Cairo, Il
linois when two waitfess sisters and their
less than saintly waitress mother pair off
(respectively) with the town stud, a
nerdy security guard, and an adulterous
mayor.

Siefert's odd comedy explores the
character's shaky foray into love and
trust with a quirky, eccentric humor that
neatly dovetails with her compassionate
respect for their many, many flaws.

Little Egypt was first staged by Chi-
cago's prestigious Steppenwolf Theatre
Company.

For reservations, tickets and other in-
formation, call (414) 672-6019.

Tell your friends that

you read all about it in
The Wisconsin Light

' The

Bar
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Paris Inclu

Everything That Will Make You Drool

By Tony Claffey

As expected Gay travelers who tire of
London (How can anyone tire of Lon-
don?), have finally realized that the Euro
Tunnel is a quick and easy way to travel
with a minimum of discomfort between
France and England. No more of those
awful delays in airport lounges or queues
at Passport Control, just get your ticket,
board the train, find a seat and sit back
and relax. 3 hours after leaving Waterloo
Station in the heart of London, you find
yourself at Gard Du Nord right in the
neart of Paris.

Paris is a beautiful city no matter what
the time of year. You certainly don't have
to wait until April to find romance. It's
warmer in winter than you might think.

And you certainly don't have to worry
about finding the right Gay friendly place
to stay if you book your trip through your
local Gay or Gay-friendly travel agent.

So pack your favorite guide book, take
a map of the city, and go!

One thing worth of note. Paris is a
wonderfully easy city in which to get
around. For those of you not into walking,
taxis are abundant, and the drivers are
friendly (sometimes “super friendly"—
especially those of Mideastern descent.)

The subway system, like the 'French
themselves, is rational. Unlike just about
everything in the French capitol, however,
they're not expensive. There's highly col-
ored maps in every station to put you on
the right train to take you just about any-
where in town.

If you are intending to give the City of
Lights a try then why not include a
Thursday.- Well known stripper, model
and porn star, Marc Anthony, entertains
at the Underground at The Queen once a
month on a Thursday:

Bar owner and DJ, Troy, bring the
American and British sounds to the
French capitol. The Queen (next to Les
Halles) is a seven nights a week club that
opens at 11:30 p.m., closes at 6:00 a.m.
and is nicely laid out with a large dance
floor, balconies to cruise, and several
bars to booze in.

What surprised us was the crowd;
we've always thought that the French
were stuck up and unfriendly but that isn't
the case anymore. We were even offered
sips of drinks by passing strangers...and
some of them were very cute. We were
very grateful as the one drawback in
Paris is the price of drinks which gener-
ally cost between F50-F60 (about $5 ) but
if you're buying spirits you get double
measure plus the mixer for the price.

The guys are much raunchier in their
dress sense than expected and there's a
good mixture of types, many skinheads
with tattoos and piercings as well as the
boys with a fashionable bent.

The club is busy most nights and apart
from Marc's Thursday the other night you

should attend if you can is on a Sunday -
it's definitely a fun day with the musical
emphasis on the '80s.

It's not all over when The Queen closes
either as you can grab a cab, which are
quite inexpensive, and go to L'Enfer on
Rue Du Depart which stays open until
early afternoon. If you enjoy Trade then
you'll probably go for this one. The early
morning sessions take place every Satur-
day and Sunday moming. .

Almost everyone who's been to Paris
will have at sometime gone to the famous
Tea Dance at The Paradise (near Les
Halles) on a late Sunday afternoon. It
was closed for a couple of weeks recently
and every other club in Paris tried, un-
successfully, to grab the crowd. It's all
back to normal now and you can go and
feast your eyes on some of the most at-
tractive people in the world. For many
Gay guys this is the only club they go to,
so you won't find them anywhere else.

If you're not a clubby type then you'll
find plenty of bars to keep you interested.
Like other great cities there is an enor-
mous variety to suit every taste. Most of
them are located in the Marais area close
to Les Halles (just get yourself a map).

The newest is Le Cox on Rue Des Ar-
chive which is smallish when compared
to some bars but is extremely popular.
This is one of the few bars in Paris not
offering back-room facilities, most of the
others unashamedly do like the ever
popular Le Bar on Rue De La Ferronerie
which seems to offer just about every-
thing.

Jean-Claude Van Damme

Close by is Banana, which is more for
socializing and chatting and is populated
by some of the cutest people we've seen.
While we were there Jean-Claude Van
Damme popped in for a drink accompa-
nied by his bodyguard who is even more

gorgeous than he is - can you believe it?

If you're into leather then the place for
you is Transfer on Rue De La Soudiere
where you'll find the place heaving late
evening. It opens at 11.30pm and stays
open until at least 7am.

Not far away is La Reine which has a
downstairs bar and small cubicles up-
stairs. There are several other bars of a
similar kind very close by, which we are
sure you'll find for yourselves.

Saunas

Paris is also famous for its saunas
which are many. The most famous one is
probably the |.D.M. in Rue Du Faubourg
Monmarte. This one took over when the
Continental burned down several years
ago and is enormously popular and you
area Imost certain of a shag. It has a very
large gym, saunas, steam room, bar and
a great many rest rooms upstairs.

If you prefer a more intimate and
friendly sauna then you should try Uni-
vers Gym in Rue Des Bons Enfants. Lo-
cated close to Les Hailles in Palais Roy-
ale, it is very clean, has a nice sized gym,
some cubicles and’ surprise, surprise a
back-room. But why oh why do they show
films about underwater exploration on
their giant video screen downstairs?

Writing Contest Held
By Council for
Wisconsin Writers

Madison—Entries are now being ac-
cepted for the 1996 annual awards competi-
tion of the Council for Wisconsin Writers,
Inc., (CWW).. Prizes totalling $8,000 are
offered in 11 categories along with the
Lynde and Harry Bradley Major Achieve-
ment Award.

The awards are for works published or
drama produced in 1996.

For entry forms or information about
award categories, send a SASE to: CWW,
P.O. Box 55322, Madison, WI 53705.

From Outer Space
to Cyberspace, Gay
Entrepreneur Soars
to Success

New York—While working for NASA,
Bill Pinyon envisioned a Gay website that
would provide not only erotica, but news,
current events, reviews, travel informa-
tion, forums—you name it.

Pinyon met two other NASA employees
who shared the same vision. The result
was Badpuppy (http://badpuppy.com).

As a result of Badpuppy's enormous
success, Pinyon officially resigned from
NASA in May of this year. He now has 22
employees (Gay, Bi and straight), over
11,000 subscribers, and tons of con-
tributors. .

“l insist my employees set priorities for
their lives, placing themselves first, their
families second, and Badpuppy third,”
Pinyon said.

Badpuppy is so important to Pinyon
that he gives new meaning to the concept
of customer service. For example, each
email that is sent to Badpuppy (approx.
1000 per day) is answered within 24
hours. He takes subscribers’ opinions
very seriously.

As for the future, Pinyon sees Bad-
puppy delving into the world of virtual re-
ality. One day soon, Badpuppy subscrib-
ers will touch and interact with the bevy
of men who are served up on the site.
Sound too bizarre to be true? Give him
time. With his know-how and drive, cy-
bersex will become a reality.

BOOT CAMP SALOON

MILWAUKEE’S
LEATHER / LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, Wi
414-643-6900
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2itl Meunier

A very speclal World AIDS Day show was held at Manoeuvres on Sunday December 1. Produced by Z & L Productions, all proceeds from the event were onaled to Camp Heartland and the AASPIN
foundation. Shown above are some of the fine performers who donated their time. They are (L-R) Cass Marie Domino, Mitch, Trisha Reese, Kitty Ligore, and Sommers Eve. Also performing were Kelly and
Valerie. Dusty Sass who was on hand was very impressed with the quality of the performances.

Bii.l' Meunier

denzel whitney
WASHINGTON HOUSTON

They needed help.

What they got
was a miracle.

Preachers

Wife

TOUCHSTONE PICTURES . THE SAMUEL GOLDWYN COMPANY oee o SAMUEL GOLDWYN, JR. s
s PARKWAY PRODUCTIONS o MUNDY LANE ENTERTAINMENT , PENNY MARSHALL o  DENZELWASHINGTON WHITNEY HOUSTON
“THE PREACHER'S WIFE" COURTNEY BNANCE GREGORY HINES JENIFER LEWIS LORETTA DEVINE .= MERVYN WARREN
ety HANS ZIMMER 5= CYNTHIA FIYNT = STEPHEN A ROTTER GEORGE BOWERS, ace ‘it BILL GROOM
weass MIROSLAY ONDRICEK 15 ¢ DEBRA MARTIN CHASE AMY LEMISCH TIMOTHY M. BOURNE
waex ELLIOT ABBOTT ROBERT GREENHLT (' ROBERT E SHEII‘WDOD w LECONARDO BERCONICT === NAT MAULDIN ... ALLAN SCOTT
B A LU N 1 TR

(LN [, Pyt
TSR a1 N GRS (TP [ E Pictures.

ATTEND A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING!
Sponsored by The Wisconsin Light & Touchstone Pictures

TUES, DECEMBER 10, 1996 © 7:30"

- Westown Cinemas, 2440 East Moorland Road, Waukesha
Woiinh EAS Lantar i 2 Wi e B i e 0D 8 S . Tevione B, e Pick up your free ticket good for two at the offices of
nelghbortiood bar.  As usual Mama went il out Inviing sl her friends snd the bar wes packed THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

throughout the evening. As the pictures above show a good time was had by all. Congrats to Mama
and her “boys and girls” and to the Oberons. The next and last Oberon “Kids With AIDS" fund raiser
for this year will be held at the 1100 Club on Saturday December 14.

1843 N. Palmer Street, Milwaukee, WI 53212
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‘French Twist’ is Well Worth Seeing, But
Leave Your Ideas of Gender Roles Behind

By Kathy Sennott

Just so that the reader has a bit of knowl-
edge, this reviewer has never reviewed any-
thing in this paper before. My background is
25 years, approximately, of study and work
in the area of school psychology. What I'm
looking for in this or any other movie, is
what the characters are doing, saying and
feeling, and how all that impacts on the total
picture of the character’s experience.

Given that background, I will also admit
that I cheated and read the review of this

s

message,

In this movie she plays the very masculine
type woman who becomes attracted to a
young married woman. She atiempts to make

the point that we are all able to engage in||

truly unique relationships which feature many
aspects of our characters that do not fit into

the rigid role models and role behaviors dic-

tated by society.

Balasko asks that we come to the movie

prepared to view it with an attitude of toler-

[

From left to right, Josiane Balasko, Victoria Abril

™

and Alain Chabat in Josiane

movie in Sight and Sound, a British maga-
zine (Britain has three outstanding film maga-
zines for which there is no match in America.
The two others are Premier and Empire. All
of them are available at AfterWords).
Actor/director and also one of the featured
actresses in this movie is Josiane Balasko.
Her credits in terms of the many areas of film
are extensive and of high quality. This is the
fourth movie that she has written, directed
and has also played as one of the key ac-
tresses. Her credentials strongly suggest an
excellent background in many films involving
comedy which she has mastered to the extent
of'being able to utilize comedy to present her

CLASSIFIEDS

Accomodations

Chanticleer Guest House—locared on 30 private
acres in picturesque Door County, WI. Suites in-
clude: double whirlpool, fireplace, private bath, en-
tertainment center, breakfast to room. For reserva-
tion or color brochure, call Bryon and Darrin at

ance and also with the idea that perhaps, in band, but is not about to accept any more of
each of us, there is a capacity for many forms his philandering ways. Her “salvation” comes
of love. In an age in which families are usu- in the form of a masculine woman.

ally presented as mostly dysfunctional,  While she may, indeed, be masculine in ap-
Balasko offers us the possibility of developing pearance, she has a gentle, loving side to

multiple relationships with entirely new be-
haviors that could possibly even be call
utopic.

That is not to say that she does not rely
heavily at times on the use of stereotypes to
indicate to the audience how they themselves
probably would look and feel in the same
situation. She does. But she asks us to rise
above these limits and reach out for that
unique form of relationship which, even at
the end of the movie, suggests that there are
yet steps beyond that we can take,

If you as the audience are prepared to be
tolerant and rise above the narrow limits of
our gender roles, you should find this movie
leading you into a wider scope of possibilities
in human relationships.

The Plot

The husband in a philanderer. But he has
no real intention of leaving his wife even
though the bedroom is boring.

The wife is very happy with her role as a
housewife and mother. She loves her hus-

(414) 746-023/ v

Inn at Pine Ridge —B&B esp for womyn. Hot tub,
sauna, veg brunch. Hike, x-ski, rest. Near Eau Claire.
By res. (715) 984-2272. b

Body Improvement

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom vacuum pumps or surgical. Gain 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

FOR SALE

Want to sell two beds, One waterbed, excellent con-
dition, king-size, mahogany frame, large canopy, mir-
rors. $500 or will consider best offer. Also, king-size
fiton sofa bed, excellent condition. $500. Call (414)

744-0887.
Housing/Rent
e e e e
172 W. Wilber Ave. (3700s), Milwaukee 53207. 3
bdrm, Y% bath, all appl. C.A. 1500 sq. fi., in impecca-
ble condition. Country setting in the city. Flexible
owner needs a tenant after the 1" of the year. $900
month. (414) 281-8873, a

Personals

Gay Man from Quebec. 34, 5°10”, 160 Ibs., dk hair,
green eyes, cute, sincere. Looking for one good man to
correspond with (photo appreciated). Write: Jacques-
Michel, 315 boul. Rene-Levesques Est, apt. 1710,
Montreal, Quebec (Canada) H2X 3P3.

Moving Services

Moving

Moving? One item or everything, carcful, experienced,

insured. Call (414) 479-0595 or 230-9916.

Organizations

GALANO CLUB. A social club serving tne
recovering Gay and Lesbian community.
Regularly scheduled AA, NA, Al-Anon, ACOA
ang other 12-step meetings. Open nightly. 2408
N. Farwell Avenue, (414) 276- 6936. X

Mail Order

Adult Video
Mr Training Center (“The Academy of Disci-
pline and Obedience”) A Hot New XXX male leather

4038 N 41" St.- 3 Bdrm, 1 % bath, colonial, mainte-
nance free siding, fireplace, redecorated kitchen &
Baths, crown molding, elegant appointments, oil heat,
beautifal trees, lox taxes, Milwaukee neighborhood,
convenient. Low 50’s. By owner Eves only 873-
B268. X

Sleeping Room for Rent

231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this
Palmer, Milwaukee, W153212.

video available direct to you! Send check or money
order for $39.98+85 S&H and statement stating
you're 21 yrs. Of age or older to: Oh Man! Studios,
8424A Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 743, West Holly-
wood, CA 90069. Offer void in FL, OK, UT, TX, SC,
NC, MS, and KY y

Public Notices

Wisconsin Light seeking writers to cover local news
in Madison, the Fox Valley and Northem Wisconsin.
Call Jerry or Temry (414) 372-2772.

form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

which the wife eventually responds.

As the movie progresses, the wife finds
herself torn between her female lover and her
husband. Eventually, she decides to remain
with her husband who, she hopes, has learned
his lesson. What she does not know is that
her female lover and her husband have had an
affair,

French Twist is billed as a comedy, but it
hardly fits my definition of comedy. There is
just too much “front brain™ activity going on.
So what then makes it “comic?”

According to Sight and Sound, the film
is comic in the modern tradition of the café
theatre. This type of comedy stipulates that
the humor is used to engage the audience in
the awareness of issues of the day through de-
rision and naturalistic performances. In that
sense the film is indeed comedic.

This reviewer has one slight problem with
the film; that is the fact that the theme of a
baby as a major solution to almost any ado-
lescent and adult problem seems to be one of
the “problems™ of today. I wonder at the at-
tempt made to introduce the boundless possi-
bility of personal relationships by using a
baby.

French Twist is well worth seeing, but as |
have said, to fully enjoy it and gain the most
from what Balsako is trying to say, you will
have to suspend your idea of gender role and
put in its place a tolerance for new ways, new
ideas.

French Twist is now available to rent at
your favorite video store; Video Adventures
and Video West in Milwaukee, and Four
Star Video Heaven in Madison.

HAWAII
Continued from Page 1

challenging Bronster’s ruling.

Bronster’s ruling means that only a
"simple majority” from the "yes" and "no"
ballots count in determining whether there
should be a convention. Herbert Takahashi
who filed the Union law suit disputed that
reasoning.

Takahashi said the language in the con-
stitution referring to the question of conven-
ing a constitutional convention uses the
words "ballots cast,” as distinguished from
"yotes cast" or "votes tallied.”" He added
"And we believe that use of the word
(ballots cast) communicates very clear intent
that you must count all the ballots.”

A Majority?

When the language was,adopted in the
first Constitutional Convention in the 1950s,
Takahashi said, the framers used the words

Balasko’s “French Twist.”

* % .

‘ballots cast.™ he said. There is a "clear dis-
tinction" between adopting a specific
amendment or calling for a convention, he
said.

“They couldn’t win in Court, they
couldn’t win in the State Legislature
$0 now they try this. So much for
trusting the system and playing by the
rules.”

The constitution also requires that a ma-
jority of ballots cast be in the "affirmative,"
Takahashi said. The same section, spelling
out rules for adoption of revisions, required
at least 50 percent of the total vote cast in an
election, he said.

"In our view, the election officer should
not have excluded the votes for those voters
who decided to defer to other voters, in ef-
fect. If they had not cast a ballot it would be
a whole different question. But they decided
they were unclear which way they wanted to
go and it must be resolved as the framers
intended."

Question Is Critical

The question of who is right is important.

In a 1993 decision the Hawaiian Supreme
Court ruled that the failurg to issue marriage
licenses to Same Sex couples violated the
State Constitution’s protections against Sex
Discrimination. The court ordered a new
trial of a suit filed by two Lesbian and one
Gay couple who sued over the State’s denial
of their marriage licenses.

Because of the strongly worded Supreme
Court opinion, it is expected to rule in favor
plaintiffs when their lawsuit reaches it again.

A new Constitution formed at a new con-
vention would in all probability prohibit
Same Sex marriage, in effect making the
lawsuit moot. Bronster as Attorney General
is charged with opposing Same Sex mar-
riage.

Marriage Case Continues

Ironically a lower court decision on the
Hawaiian Marriage case is expected to be is-
sued within a few days. In presenting their
arguments to that court, the plaintiffs said
that Gays and Lesbians were, entitled to the
same rights enjoyed by Heterosexuals in-
cluding the right to marry. Brenster’s office
argued that allowing Same Sex marriages
would pose a threat to children.

The referendum and potential convention
may engage in a race with the Marriage
case. Both sides have stated they will appeal
an adverse ruling to the Hawailan Supreme
Court. That Court would not hear an appeal
until 1998,

Meanwhile unless the Hawaiian Supreme
Court overrules Bronster, the process of se-
lecting delegates to ConCgn will get under-
way. Under the law the delegates would

"votes tallied” when it came to ratification of have to be chosen by the voters during the

specific amendments. :
"But when it came to the calling of a con-
stitutional convention, they used the words

Reach the Wisconsin
LesBiGay Community

Advertise In
The Wisconsin Light

next General Election which would take
place in 1998. The Convention must then be
held within five months of the 2000 election.
Voters would then approve or reject it during
that election.
1 Time Table Uncertain

Mindful of the Same Sex Marriage case,
conservatives want to move up the dates.
The State Legislature does have the right to
call for a special election for delegates. If it
does so the new constitution could be sub-
mitted to the voters during the 1998 election.

That could open up the prospect of a flood
of Gays and Lesbians trying to get married

RATES ARE 52 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate-if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Alsc
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements o1

We offer.... while it is still legal. What would happen to

those marriages if the new constitution out-
laws them after they have been performed is
anyone’s guess. It could also open up the
prospect of other states refusing the recog-

» The Largest Circulation of Any
Wisconsin LesBiGay Publication

*  renewals. nize these marriages.
" : To some the prospect of a new constitution
NAME TEBRESS el * FREE Ad layout and Design smacks of changing the rules in the middie
of the game. As one observer put it, “Th
Y faiza. s M e Flexible Deadlines to Meet Your & ndilide

couldn’t win in Court, they couldn’t win in
the State Legislature so now they try this,
So much for trusting the system and playing
by the rules.”
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PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE(S] IN WHICE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR. Needs
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Call The 900 number to respond to ads, browse unlisted ads, or refrieve messages. Only $1.99 per minute. 18+. Customer Service: 415-281-3183
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LONELY IN WEST CHICAGO I'm QPIMOH,
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MAKE OUT MAVERICK I'm 30 years old, 57,
155lbs, long Brown hair, Brown ,goodihﬂpe.
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LET’S PAINT THE TOWN Very good locking, 28
i , 5'8,1 7
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MORE THAN THIS I'n o Gay male, siraight
acfing, straight looking, 35 years old, 510,
Mdllfs, ¥'m looking for friends and possibly more. |

live just South of n. If you ore interested
e el e oS,

FOOT MASSAGE I'm o 44 year Gay White male,
HIV positive, 58 1301bs. Fm looking for guys who
love their feet massoged. {Minrnu;gisj wM?

SLAVE BOY I'm o submissive male, oftractive, 62,
190lbs, fight buns and hairles for

masculine. | seek o man who is relationship minded,
imnd knows exactly what he wants. (Chicogo)
-

| DO KNOW WHAT | WANT I'ma 23 old
Gay While mole, Block, hair, Brown eyes, éft, 140ibs,
afroctive. 'm seeking o Gay White male 22 o 31 for

a possible long lerm hip. | like doncing,
rruvies,wi:gsiiing,ekfdlm,l i
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WILLING TO PLEASE I'm o Gay male. Discrest,
open minded, ready fo please. Looking I‘Eﬁmlunx.:l

excitement. You won't be disapp

o j
dominate hu bpmhbb;egma
ur:utlwwﬁ ﬂmbml;iﬁ;m.ﬂukirk’uh
better. (Minneapolis) =18435

SHY MAN SEEKS LOVER I'm o sh Sﬁywdd

m,ul%m@mlm}mbﬁmha
lerm man around

e fh okl bolkom loking o o over. Coll me.

[Minneapolis) =12048

COLLEGE KID I'm o student at Northland college.

noU
F GUYS TO CHOOSE FROM! CALL NOW!

i
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STRAJGHT U ' Bock e, 612, 1508
mu a man B“ﬂdﬂwﬂg Oppeonng.
(Miwoukee) =16937 ¥
HOT WIRED WHEELS I'm inkeresied in meefing hot

, good looki ,md\uywsimiminacl.

I'm ZOgtars old, 6'2, 180lbs. | like
walks, bike rides, bowling, ice skaling, efc. I that
soi.rznd“ssi:hresﬁng 1o you please respond, [Ashlan)
=

RAUNCH MASTERS WANTED I'm 35 years old,
&1, 180lbs, nice trim buikd, dark hair, dean and
. I'm seeking mosculine raunchy men who are

YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED I'm o 22 yeor
Sk Gayman. 510, H/0s.. mussor ondl sk o8
g.lu . 1 play hockey, football and basketball. 'm

ing for a hot, athlefic, muscular, straight looking
and octing man, [Minneapolis) =1845

1 AIN'T TOO PROUD TO BEG I'm 0 36 yeor old
skave. 'm looking for a dominant man into

i ¢ I'm o serve need.
[Minneapolis) =7374 iy’
PUNISH ME I'm o 25 yeor old slave Jooking for o
master who is info heavy leather, bondoge, and
discipline. | want to be your boy and | want ko serve
you. sir 'm ready and need to be punished
very heavily, (Minneapalis] =B8479

EAGLE RIVER COUPLE We are looking to meet
other men in our area or men are willing lo
guvel, I'm 28 b?y?kj' ﬁ'l .zlgﬂbs. Bramﬂr ir,

rown eyes, riend is 29 years old, Brown
hair, Blue eyes. Let us know if your inferested.
(Eogle River) 12856

HOMO ALONE | have a hairy chest and nice
body, Blond hair, Green eyes. | would like 1o meet
Gay men in my area. (Eou Clair) =6870

ENCOUNTER THIS I'm a 31 yeor old,

bondage and discipline, Call me. | will be
sy |Mi;°nfl.;;§|is| 13189 o

=7935

MENTOR WANTED ['m an 18 year old Alrican
Americon male, 5'8, 140lbs, swimmer build, dark
hair, dork eyes, dean shaven. I'm looking for an older
1o teach me a few things. | would like fo try
ing on botlom. (Evonsion] =17379

ADORED AND EXPLORED I'm Mexican and
Filiping. I'm 20 ﬁxs old and I'm looking for friends
around my oge for dafing, olking on the phane, and
more. [Evanston] =14695

SHOW ME A SIGN I'm 19 years old, Blond hair,
Brown eyes, 510, 170lbs, very good leoking. I'm
seeking the some. I'm not inferested in gomes. (Joliet)
=1

ARE YOU THE CURIOUS TYPE? |'m o White
mole, 45 years old, 5'11, lﬂﬂhs_rmbol("m!m
married or Bi curious men, [oliet] =11

A QUEST FOR BLACK I'm 6, 240lbs. Im o
bottom looking for big fop. | have Brown skin, beard,
and musiache. I'm looking for @ hot Block man o
have fun with, [Ook Park] =17297

ROCK HARD IN ROCKFORD I'm o 40 yeor old
Black mole, looking for other Gay moles, for

friendship and paling around - I'm looking for
an exciling fime. MNafhing kinky. {Rockford)
=16856

LET ME BE YOUR LITTLE GIRL I'm a sissy French
maid. I'm very submissive. I'm o Gay Transvestite not
out of the closet yet. I'm 25 years old and would leve
to meet a very masculine man who will dominale me
mdtrmmhulilh'irl_lm do anything I'm
iold. (Rockford) =81

BOY NEXT DOOR I'm o 31 old Gay While
e, ot Hond

male, 510, 190ibs, Hoze! eyes, goaiee,
hair, pm‘ussioml.laniqb?p , walking, movies,

STRICT BONDAGE I'm a 30 year old White
male ints bondage and S&M. I'm o bottom locking
for w. I'm info strict bondoge. (Minneapalis)
vl 1

ROUGH TRADE I'm a well endowed BEmrald
Gay White male into kink and raunch. I'm looking
for men wha are into the same. (Minneapolis)
v17503

FILL MY SADISTIC NEEDS I'm o 4] year old,
6'2, 230lbs, experienced master looking for o
slave boy 1o fill my sodistic needs. You will learn o
serve me in absolue obedience. [Mi lis)
=17025

CREATIVE MIND |'m o White male, 5'9, 160ibs,
afiraciive. | like 1o do o variety of things. | fike
movies, skiing, and skateboarding. I'm looking for
on attroctive guy who is inlauigen!, creative, o

furr, I'm info being more submissive. (Minneapolis)
=16620

CAT LOVER I'm 511, 245lbs, Brown hair, Brown
eyes, clean shaven, hairy. I sesk men, 22 o 35,
who like o litfle extro padding. | love cats, music,
and more. | like White urdﬁspunic men who are
dean shaven tops, Call me. (Minneapolis)
215360

AND THE KITCHEN SINK TOO! Attractive, 41

old, Gay, Whie male, 170lbs, Brown hair,
m eyes, masculine, with o hairy chest and
stomach. | seek an attractive, Gay, Black male, 30
to 50 year old top, who has o nice build, is well
endowed,

Gay, White male, 511, 190/bs, Brown hair,
Blue eyes. I'm seeki lgfwall hung, fop men,
21 to 40 years old, for hot encounters. (Eou
Cloire) 216562

FEATURE PRESENTATION I'm looking for

new friends and buddies to connect with on

?el::occusionni basis. Ill:::;dmk hair mod{d
tures. I' ing 34

White mole, 6, 190]bs, mesculine. Call me.

(Eou Cloire) =7099

E.ys in the Milwoukee area. I'm 5'7, 150lbs, Brown
n
(il

SADDLE UP I'm 28 yeors old, Blond hair, Blue eyes,
l;ﬁg,.?p man. | like riding guys. (Milwoukee)
-

RAUNCHY AND UNINHIBITED |'m a hol, 39 yeor
old GaLW’iﬁh male, &5, 1900s, very well Im
looking for Gary, White mokes, who like but worship.
(Mitwoukee) =13543

BROWN HANKY FUN I'm 39 years old, &5,
190kbs, wll hu }u!dm,GurWhibnde.
I'm looﬁ:zﬁor(iuy {3"&» males for uninhibited foboo
ocfion, Respond Brown

; ‘donn ‘ .li'mia
playroom in town Milwoukes. (M

=8024

CHUBBY DADDY 48 yeor old op, chunky build,
511, Blond hair, Hazel eyes. I looking for o male
dave 18 to 35, it you want 1o be doddy’s boy coll me.
(Milwoukee) 14429

TRANSSEXUAL DOMINATRIX WANTED | would
likes Yo meet White, Hispanic, or Asian Tronssexuals
wl*nF'r!nebdrm-;:mdgulimnwunducirirq
scenes. I'm 5'9, 17 5lbs. | would like to meet someone ko
dominate me. (Milwoukes) 14446

BISEXUAL MALE WANTED I'm o Goy
male, cannot meet people freely. Looking for
33 years old professional Bisexual male in
my orea. (Fon du lac) =18752

FINE, YOUNG THING I'm in my late 20, 1oll, slim,
sraight ading, cute. I'm looking for an older
35 la_.‘vﬁwha is clean, discreet, and mosaudine. I'm

CHEESE NEAR THE BAY I'm o 27 year
old, Gay male, with Blond hair and Blve
s. I'm locking fo meet other in the
een Bay area. Give me o mFFI n Bay)
219721

SUBMISSIVE BOY SEEKS MASTER | om

looking for o dominant master. | 'om clean
want lo serve o very dominant man. |

will follow your every command. Make me

do things your way. Please call me sir.
(Green Bay) =13475

TOUCHING AND HUGGING I'm 5'11,
180ibs, single Gay White male. | like quiet

times and going out. I'm leoking for
friendship rst.glKemsl'nl wﬁm
IT’S ALL IN THE GAME I'm looking for

someone fo just have fun with. 'm 511,
muscular build, 160Ibs, clean cut, shaved.

i free, down fo earth, and sincare.
[Minneapolis) - =15424 -
MY AGE I'm o student, 21 years old, Brown hair,
Hazel eyes, 511, 150lbs. I'm looking for friendship
and o possible relofionship. | enjoy tennis. skiing,
hiking, movies, and concerfs, I'm only 1&323 for
men around my age. (Minneopolis) '=15497

ing events; and more. for with
mimw for o rdaﬁaﬂai;,g =17944

. INDIANA |

ARE LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT MAN? I'm an
henest, matura, kind, and sensifive man. | hove Brown
hair, Blue eyes, 63, 190lbs, Scorpio, non smoker,
non drinker, clean cut, Hmoth,hduﬁwed?,'l
enjoy cuddling, romance, and more. 'm fired

bmm M% call. (Princeton) =13283

DROP YOUR PANTS If you ore a bod boy and
need some firm discipline, my belf and ore

o in line. This dominant male knows
mywp‘nmul"ﬂ treat you the way you desarve.
[Minneopolis) =15

PASSABLE TV OR T5 WANTED I'm o 38 yeor
old White male, 6'2, Brown hair, Brown eyes,
aitractive, muscular, work out. | like music, dining
out, mavies, casines, ravel, and quiet imes with
someone special. | seek o par Tranavetite or
Transsexual. I'm seeking friends for fimes and
casual dating. (Minneapolis) 8

DO AS YOUR TOLD BOYIII I'm o 32 yeor old

I'd like a man in his early 20's. I'ma &
versalile lop mon, (Madison] =17764

Goay white male, &, 195lbs, I'm locking for botto
18 to 29 who are info bondage dimﬁ?ne, and
obedience. Call me. (Minneapolis) =10925

REGULAR BUDDY WANTED I'm o Gay White
male, 39 years old, 6'1, 160lbs, Hazel eyes, Brown
i | e s, B oo, g ik
ing nature. | like passion, dining oul, 3,
o, Call me. (Minnaapoli) =10926
HEY BROTHER I'm u Bi Black male locking for
another Block male, I'm 5'9, 150lbs, Black h?ir,
B , ice fone : offractive, I'm
et S e i
and well mduwg Block man. {Minneapalis)
=10934

NEW TO MADISON! I'm 5'7, 180lbs, 26 years
cld, Brown hair, Brown eyes, musculor build. I'm
into outdoar sporfs [especially down-hill skiing),
mies, mh?a relncir\g.sh‘rn laaking Fnrpllrimdnsi';p
i fionship. Serious replies o
{hbli:::] \!Izﬁo?no o X
“HUNG” HUNTER! I'm &ft, Blond hair, Blue
eyes, medium build, very wel . 'm
locking for men wha are g;xvd looking and well
endowed. (Modison) =17253
EARLY MORNING HARD ON I'm looking io

get fogather with someone in the mornings or lote
evenings. [Madison) =17456

ONE MORE SATURDAY NIGHT I'm in my mid
40's. | like cooking, antiques, travel, reading, ond

mupml'moﬂrwou&'muhlwiq
cross dressing ond sex toys. | would like fo get in
contact with a TV or another cross dresser for a litle
phone rendezvous. {Cedor Ropids] =14683

mn&mglﬂlﬁr?uﬁynﬁ
i time. F'm willing fo
Ew doma’s L Coll me. IID:gMdmsl
=12865

ANYTHING OUTDOORS My inferests include all
outdoor octivifies. Give me o coll and we can ride our
harses through the comfields. (lowa City) 218095

BIGGER IS BETTER I'm 4, 185ibs, nice build,

91/2, top or bottom. | like Irying new things.
rd &gm?hwm.mcm i

T MINNESOTA |

FRIENDLY TAQUITOS WITH M:.lu:hl‘m looking

special. Call me
Tk I e\ "10'3

MUTUALLY SATISFYING I'm new o the
Madison area. I'm 511, Blond hair, Blue eyes, 33
years old. I'm looking for men for friendship and
possibly more. {Muﬁinsnn} 217106

LOOKING EAST I'm 25 years old, 56, Blond hair,

LET ME MODEL FOR YOU I'm 510, 195lbs,

for friends. | am 26 years old, look yaunger, m | ; ] e, &1, 1501k iy Addie

i ; Blue eyes. I' rching for an Asian 1810 30 lar build, professional model. I'm looking for 61,1 90ks, Brown eyes, hai el RS
mmnrmpd' u:? iiyiwmmrﬂhmmphowuﬂl Fubrd:jl‘:‘r; ;d?:ﬁos;i uh\_&m“:l ship, I'm :lfr?eunds ﬁ:;r fionship. (Marion) u‘loélng :’r:?n‘glh"“l "ﬂ"g,d’mpi;'b sy 'ur“r:;mm
VINO MAN Do you speck Ilion? Check out s (Mianeapol] #1104 ekt MENASHA MAN I'n Goy ol nmy ecry ook fo o ong e s, ioskel
mailbox. This guy really hot!! (Minneapolis) = - . 30s, | enjoy the outdoors. I'm new lo the area. Call ~ =11862
=13128 l!qotfll’llﬂ?:bz%n;?hdmmehng me. [Menosha) =16411 = L ﬁ‘“ﬂ*ﬁ%ﬁmﬂ“
PRIVATE DANCER I'm Blond, &', 185lbs, i i SQUIRT ON ME I'm o 40 ite ir, Green eyes, ) i ding,
uﬂud?:inﬁqn,n::ohhleWs.]fmbuﬁrqbr Wl ot male looki ,brurduxadgeﬁmnc\-?mwntm m:sjuldrgnbuh.ﬁswﬂmmm
well hung Bi or married guys for discreet encounters. ~ JOIN ME I'm 'mlhm?irgmandiookingfu use o White boy. (Milwaukes) =19075 foyou . Rocine) =17609
Privacy assured. (Minneapolis) =1067 someone fun. Call me. (Minneapolis) =11250 ROMANCE 15 BEST 'm o Gay White male, mﬁu%ﬂ;hmrrmh: '““‘i“m‘ﬁl

ANKINGS GIVEN To in shope college sudents AL AMERICAN JOCK I'm 29 years old, 6'1, 511, 165lbs, versatile, Black hair, Brown eyes. | years ofd, 53, 130lbs, Brown hair, chonging eyes
r?nge 25, I'ma discraano d ‘hﬁlw upi . 180lbs, short W Bbr:d hﬂﬁr?ib I;'dm&e enjoy movies, m(mmof:rﬂ If:!hz:k’ing o younger than | r?wwrﬁgmggﬁe

i f i i i i i movies, ile, ing. f
[Minneapolis) =14541 out, I'm locking for o ug‘um it:mpd?‘\il m l:;m-i m g ap._‘am sy m&mmﬁp%am;?bn . otgmstheo

CHOCOLATE CITY Looking for a chocolate bor. |
like men who are toll, 28 o 40, well endowed, tone,
greal heod on his shoulders, eic. Lef's spend some
fime. (Minneopolis) =14419

CONVERSATION BUDDY I'm o Gay man looking
for any Gay men who want to talk with me. (Albert
lea) 13130

LET ME KNOW ['m looking for a person 1o have o
Iriendship with. I'm open. If you ore 19 1o 30
I;Juerssmnd I'm single and free most of the time.
Bk River) 24903

ELK RIVER COMPANION WANTED I'm in my
50's. I'm looking fo meet a younger man 19 1 30 for
Findship and fe pesibiiy of & relafionihip,  look
brwrdluywrmmki\nr] 5714

ACTIVE ENDEAVORS ['m o Gay, White male,
510, 1601bs, neat, clean, discreet, well built, dark

hair, Green eyes. I'd like o meet , 1810 35,
wha is in shape and very slender. | like biking, rofler
bloding, and tolking. (Mankato) =15752

JUST A LITTLE NERYOUS |'m o divarced White
male, 43 years old, 5'10, 175lbs, Blond hair, Blue
eyes, and discreet, This is o new experience io
me. | like videos, toys, ond mulual massoge. I'm
Ioﬁn;;ligr men to explore with, (Mankato)

-

GIVE US A CALL White couple, 30, looking
abidlaser G Al b
mwhyﬂ’huﬂ.ﬁﬂlus.!m"hubl =11004

SLENDER GUYS ONLY I'm looking for men 18 lo
30 who are slender, I'm very active and | like golf
music, theaire, nature, ekc. 'm an honest man looking
for honest and sincere guys of any race.
(Maplewood] =147

TAKE A BREAK FROM THE BOOKS I'mo
uol% student looking for & person around 21
old duﬁn%undumhﬁonship,l'mfll,l y
ape. | enjoy music, skiing, reading, writing,
iking, nature, efc. | seek a guy with similar inferests
who s clean . [Minneopolis) =14576

LET THE GOOD TIMES BEGIN l'mhaﬁing fora
While male who is straight octing ond nice
ing. I'm it good times and cuddiing.

|
(Minneopelis) =13430

ihla relotionshin wi
:m]smhhon ip wi

ANYTHING TO PLEASE I'm an aftractive and
submissive White male, tall and thin 30's,
Blond hair, Green eyes. I'm looking i

a
dominant top to have fun with, | love baina'E'mhy. |
will plw;eapur kinkiest and sweatiest desire.

is)

[Minnea =28443
HEY, BOY Looking for submissive bottoms between
the oge of 25 and 40. | am info ing but | will

respect your limits. (Rochester] =18392

mthAammﬁtnlllEimh&i fora
son o out with, | li spoﬂsmlglwnging
ﬁwiﬂ!guy:glnl, [Rochester) 16987

ROMANCE THIS TRANSSEXUAL I'm o 35 year
old Transsexual loaking for o well endowed man
around 35. If you want fo reat me like a lody coll
me. I'm looking for romonce and candlelight.
(Minneopolis) =13653

GUESS WHERE I’M PIERCED I'm o 22 yeor old
Bi White male, 510, 185lbs, Blondish Whitish hair,
Blue eyes, pierced, ild

'mi o,
e i
O I e e

SOUTHERN SUBURBS I'm looking for o discreet
relationship. If you are in in please let me
know. [Minnecpolis) =12188

SOUL MATE WANTED I'm 28 years old, Blond
hair, Blue eyes, 57. 1like to work out, go to movies,
eat, and have fun. | enjoy the outdoors as well, f'm
looking braspaddeIM&'lMPdis] =12527

READY FOR A CHALLENGE? |'m ¢ 37 year old
disabled male looking for someane who would like o
have a good fime. (Minneapolis) 12680

DADDY BEAR |'m o 47 yeor old Gay White man,
&', clean shaven, o litle over weight. I'm looking
for a doddy bear in his lote 40s or 50 to cuddle up
with. [Saint Poul) =19325

TAKE ME I'M YOURS I'm o Gay Whie male,
56, Blus eyes, dark curly hair, good shape,

. I'm Jooking for an ienced man fo
fun with. I'm locking for o dominant man o toke

d‘lw of me. [Saint Poul) =7824

ronsin

BE MY SECRET LOVER I'm o 27 yeor old Goy,
White mlemd'hngwdlmling&rpoh body. I'm

traight octing ond discrest. 'm for a male,
18 1225, I by vt over. Sciition s
guaranteed. (Appleton] #9712

WORK IT GIRL I'm a cross dresser, good looking,
&Ht, 180lbs, 38 years old. | love to weor silk
stockings, garter belts, and high heels. | would like lo
meat cross dressers. (Appleton] =13646

mw%mm%nw‘ilﬂ%mommg&

t ive and seek an in older man who is
oggressive. (Milwoukee) m
FOR THE BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE I'm new here from
Chicogo. I'm toll, 2008bs, work out, dark skin, five on
the East side. If you would like o companion call me.
(Miwoukes) =12586

DRESS UP TIME I'm o submissive, non passable cross
dresser, mid 30's, Bi sexual, looking for a sirong,
affracive lop fo Usa me as his foy. | also con be
versatile. [Milwoukee) =14236

HOT, BLACK BROTHER I'm on Africon American
male, 5'11, 17CHbs, Brown skin, bold heod, nice body,
walla”a-.dqmed If you like this call me. (Milwoukes)
v13995

WEI’SDEMASS&GEI'm%ﬁ;mdd,gmd
locking, Gay White male, Brown hair, blue eyes,
umcﬁ.cbmshuwn.wkrmwhi I'm looking o

reciprocate (Milwaukee) =
REACH NEW HEIGHTS Ima looking 33 year
old White male, Brown hair, &m\ffﬁm 5:ﬁ, 17‘?5:.
I'm looking for top men. I'm more of o botom.
[(Mitwaukes) w5873

CONDOM SENSE I'm 510, 180kbs, Brown hair,
Brown eyes. I'm looking for top men for clean safe sex. |
ml'-nnirrde. Lefs get fogether and iolk. (Milwaukee)

ATHLETIC, WHITE MALE I'm o looki
White male, 5'10, Brown hair, &;Ymﬂ hungd,
muﬂeﬁc. I'm it movies , and anything

. I'm seeki mwﬁﬁw

interests. Pleass call me. (Milwaukee) =12112

WATCHING AND WAITING I'm 38 yeors young,
511, 175lbs, 32° waist, Brown hair, Green eyes. I'm
looking for someone infelligent and sincere. | like

ing, food, books, music, hiking, poelry,
poliics. skc. (iwokee) 12129

K}X\'Allﬂmrmu%mwdd@y%in
n

BROWN HANKY I'm a hondsome 39 year old
Gay white male. 'm 6'5, 190lbs and very well
hung. 'm locking for other Gay White males for
Brown hanky fun! (Milwoukss) =19214

SOME OF US WANT TO BE ABUSED I'm &ft,
160lbs, White, submissive, slove. I'm seeking o

dominant man or o group of dominant men
o use me on o regulor basis. (Milwaukee)
12191

SMOOTHIE? I'm &'1, 175lbs, 30's. | swim and |
dance. | have o nice smooth body. | like o give
ond receive massage. (Milwoukee) =177

ASTRO GLIDE il E-:u nmbrmlad in ngc;yd?
shaving. | would like to shave your entire :
Mi I‘wrr':gufml =17826

TOE AND BOOT LICKER I'm into boats and
3I-izp.u you ore foo. Let's tolk soon. (Milwaukes)
=131

WIDE RECEIVER |'m o Gay, White male, in
search of other men who are into football gear ond
feotball. In shape guys only. Discretion ossured.
(Miwaukee) %17403

LET ME TOP YOU OFF SAFELY I'm a White
male, 32 years old, 511, 150lbs. I'm looking for
bottom men for sofe sex. | love getting it on with
other men. (Miwoukee] 17554

BROWN HANKY WIENERSNITZEL

Brown Hanky wearers. I'm a hot German, Gay,
White male, 65, Brown hair, Blue eyes, late 30's,
190lbs, masculine ond looking for a buddy who
wears a brown hanky. I'm not into bondage, but |
enjoy lsather. I'm usually o botiom, but | can 1op a
submissive boy. (Milwaukee) 17314

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366. THE SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

non smoker and non drinker. You should have church

morals, [River Folls) =15672

ARE YOU MAN

ENOUGH?

LEATHERLINK|
15007004887
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New Yale Study Shows that Needle Exchange
Programs are Effective in Fighting HIV

Hartford, CN—Critics who oppose dis-
tribution of free hypodermic needles and sy-
ringes to drug users are attacking a program
that saves Connecticut taxpayers millions of
dollars as well as human lives, health offi-
cials say.

A Waterbury, Conneclicut state senator
and town officials in Windham have called
for an end to the program, which allows ad-

GAY ORGY
24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

$2-4/Min. 18+

with a limit of 10 needles at one time. When
the program guidelines are being followed,
Heimer said, it means there will be fewer
discarded needles because the addicts save
them for trade-in.

Weinstein said the problem in Windham
came about because the local organization
administering the program wasn't following
the guidelines.

“They were handing out more needles
than they were getting from the addicts,” she
said.

She said the situation has been corrected
and all needle exchange programs in the
state are being carefully monitored.
““Everybody is very aware of the situation, I
assure you," she said.

Weinstein and Heimer said it would be
terrible if the state were to close down the
needle exchange program.

"If you want to increase the rate of AIDS
and hepatitis in the state I can't think of a
better way than to phase out the needle ex-
change program,” Heimer said.

ROUGH TRADE

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY LEATHER STUDS
HOT-AS-HELL ROUGH GROUP SEX

dicts to trade in their used needles for clean
ones.

The Windham Board of Selectmen said it
opposes the program because of the many
discarded needles that were found in parks
and on local streets this summer.

State Sen. Thomas F. Upson, R-
Waterbury, cited the Windham situation, in
which a toddler reportedly was injured by a
discarded needle.

“I've always been against it," Upson said.
“Drugs are illegal. Why are we promoting
the use of drugs?"

Upson called the needle exchange
“naive." He said money should instead be
spent to teach parents about the dangers of
illegal drugs.

But Yale University researcher Robert
Heimer disagrees. The needle exchange
programs in Connecticut and in cities
around the country help health officials
identify addicts and get them into drug re-
habilitation, he said.

Studies made nation wide of needle ex-
change programs have shown they inhibit
the spread of AIDS among addicts who
would otherwise be sharing contaminated

needles.

Heimer, a molecular biologist, helped ini-
tiate New Haven's needle exchange pilot
program in 1990. He estimated the program
has prevented more than 100 drug addicts in
the city from becoming HIV-positive, with a
savings of about $100,000 a year for each
case avoided.

The state Department of Public Health has
funded needle exchange programs in
Bridgeport, Danbury, Hartford, New Haven,
Stamford and Windham County since 1992.

The state currently spends $404,000 on
the program. Beth Weinstein, director of the
health department’s AIDS office, said the
money is very well spent.

““The program has significantly reduced
the sharing of needles among addicts," she
said. A study by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention showed that 71 per-
cent of Connecticut drug users were sharing
their used needles in 1991. By June 1995,
that figure was down to just 15 percent,
Weinstein said.

In Connecticut, addicts can get a clean
needle for each used needle they turn in,
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The Epidemic of Prison Rape and the Spread
of HIV; Breaking Silence

By Keith Clark

A first-degree murder trial in ‘Phoenix,
Arizona underscores many of the complexi-
ties and conundrums in the nation's prison
systems. It is a difficult story, layered with
staggering estimates of the numbers of
male-male rapes that routinely go on and the
spread of HIV at alarming rates.

It also plays out, year after year, against a
political-social background of an America
that is terrified by rising crime rates and
demanding more and more criminals be sent
to prisons for longer periods of times in jails
that can be ill afforded in states already
seeking every way possible to cut budgets.

But it is ultimately a story that, the longer
it is ignored, will demand an ever higher
price - in medical treatment of people in-
fected with HIV and ex-cons paroled back
into society after spending years in prisons
where they learned nothing except that sex
and violence go together.

Michael Edward Simmons, 23, is on tral
in Pima County Superior Court in Phoenix
for the October 6, 1994, killing of Carl
Wayne Howard, 25. Howard was strangled
to death in the cell he had moved into with
Simmons at Arizona State Prison in Tucson
just 15 hours earlier.

Simmons has admitted that he killed his
prison cellmate, but he has pleaded not
guilty to the murder charge, claiming he
acted in self defense because Howard had
made unwelcome sexual advances after
telling Simmons that he was HIV-positive.
At the time, Simmons was serving a 30-year
sentence for kidnapping and armed robbery;
Howard was serving a life sentence for
murder.

Simmons told authorities that after How-
ard had moved into the cell with him by
mutual agreement, Howard had said he
wanted to have oral sex with him and the
two men began discussing HIV.

Howard, Simmons said, produced test re-
sults indicating he was in fact HIV-positive,
and continued to press Simmons to have
sex. Finally, Simmons says, his cellmate
came toward him with a razor blade.

Simmons, a junior high school wrestler,
says he put Howard in a headlock to subdue
him, but the other man suddenly went limp
and never regained consciousness,

Another Arizona State Prison inmate,
Christopher Holden, told a prison investi-
gator shortly after the killing that his cell-
mate had advised Simmons to say Howard
had made sexual advances and that the man
was infected with HIV. But in court he said
his statement to state corrections officials
had been a lie.

Prison officials say they have no records of
whether Simmons or-Howard was in fact
HIV-positive.

While a court will have to ferret out what
is true and false in Simmons' murder trial,
prison experts and prisoner advocate groups
agree that it represents a typical set of
problems endemic in the nation's penal in-
stitutions, where sex and violence form an
increasingly common combination. In Carl
}Ut:lyne Howard's case, the mixture proved

atal.

Prison inmates are undoubtedly the most
controlled population group imaginable, far
more rigidly regimented than even military
personnel, very little documented informa-
tion is available about the daily realities of

life behind bars - not even the causes of
many prison deaths.

In 1993, for example, the federal govern-
ment reported that 84 inmates were killed in
U.S. prisons. But the number may be
meaningless since, according to the same
Justice Department statistics, of the 2,431
inmates who died in state prisons that year,
200 were also listed as "unspecified cause."
In other words, nearly 10 percent of the
prison deaths that year were entirely unex-
plained.

So it may not be too surprising that when
it comes to sex in prisons, even less is
known. The largely male heterosexual in-
mate population isn' exactly forthcoming
about discussing sexual encounters with
men in their institutions--other inmates,
guards and prison staff. And prison offi-
cials, fearful they may look incompetent or

issive, often downplay or dismiss the
issue of sex behind bars altogether.

But in one of the best studies available, a
1994 survey by Cindy Struckman-Johnson,
a psychology professor at the University of
South Dakota, suggests that rape is an
enormous problem in America's prison sys-
tems that can only be ignored at our own
risk, above and beyond the damage it does
both physically and mentally to inmates.

Struckman-Johnson Sunreyed 1,793 in-
mates at four Nebraska facilities: the Ne-
braska State Penitentiary, the Lincoln Cor-
rectional Center, the Omaha Correctional
Center and the Women's Center,

According to her study, 22 percent of the
men and 7 percent of the women said they

had been coerced into sex of one kind or an-
other while incarcerated.

Those numbers would be shocking in al-
most any state, but Struckman-Johnson says
they are probably lower in Nebraska's pris-
ons than they would be in more-populous,
urbanized states such as California, New
quk, Massachusetts, -New Jersey or [Illi-
nois.

"I'm sure the rates are much higher in
other places,” she said. "I think you've got a
greater number and harder type of inmate
[there]."

There are more than 1.3 million men of all
ages behind bars in the U.S. If Struckman-
Johnson's figures are accurate, that works
out to more than 290,000 men and boys
who are sexually assaulted in this country's
prisons each year. Many of them, of course,
are repeatedly attacked so there's no way to
accurately estimate the actual numbers of
male-male rapes that take place in prisons,
but no one who's studied the issue of prison
rape believes the figure can be less than
half-a-million male-male rapes annually.

For comparison, according to Justice De-
partment figures for 1994, there were
102,096 forcible rapes reported in the U.S.
in 1994 with an estimated 77 out of every
100,000 females in the country reported as
rape victims.

If Struckman-Johnson's data is extrapo-
lated to the U.S. male prison population, it
would mean 22,000 out of every 100,000
male inmates are rape victims.

There's not much agreement about why
heterosexual prisoners rape other men be-
hind bars. Stephen Donaldson of the Stop
Prisoner Rape organization, said in a 1993
New York Times article that in most pris-
ons "rape is an entrenched tradition, consid-
ered by prisoners a legitimate way to ‘prove
their manhood' and to satisfy sexual needs
and the brutal desire for power."

But Struckman-Johnson doesn't agree that
prison rape has anything to do with power.
"It's a sexual release,” she said. "It's simply
a way of having sex in prison. If it was a
power thing, they'd just be beating people

up.

She also found that the victims of the as-
saults tend to be younger (between 20 and
34 years of age), white, physically smaller,
and newer inmates. On the other hand, the
assailants tend to be larger men who have
been convicted of violent crimes and are
serving longer sentences. They have been in
prison long enough to "work the system”
and know how to avoid getting caught,

The men who are assaulted are nearly
helpless in prisen because the perpetrators
have all the advantages. They have plenty of
time to plan their attacks, they can get help
from other inmates, and they can stage at-
tacks almost anywhere, Struckman-Johnson
said.

In some cases, as in the killing at Arizona
State Prison above, prisoners go after a new
cell mate within hours of their assignments.
And, Struckman-Johnson says, the perpe-
trators usually get away with the attacks be-
cause the prisons have limited staff and
can't watch everything. "They just don't have
the person-power to do it," she says. "There
might be as few as threc or four guards
watching over several hundred of them in
the yards. It's an extremely big problem for
prison administrations to deal with."

That was, at least in part, why Randy
Payne died after he was sent to the Terrell
Unit, one of the most modern - and most
deadly - prisons in Texas.

ing a 2-hour period of August 5, 1994,
shortly after he entered the institution, Payne
was raped and beaten by as many as 20
other inmates, The attack started in the
prison showers where a group of inmates
demanded sex of the 23-year-old in ex-
change for "protection." Payne resisted and
he was savagely attacked, beaten with a
padlock knotted inside a sock, as prisoners
raped him edly. Finally, an inmate
with steel-toed boots kicked him in the tem-
ple, killing him with a fatal blow.

It happened without prison guards putting
a stop to it because other inmates had
caused a distraction in one of the recreation
rooms that had kept most of the available
officers on duty in that section of the prison
preoccupied elsewhere while Payne was
being attacked in the showers.

No one even remotely connected with
America's prisons ever says there are
enough guards and staff to cope with the

difficult inmate population and environ-
ment.

But perhaps equally problematic is the
pervasive denial that exists among many
prison officials.

For example, Steven King, the director of
planning and research with Nebraska's cor-
rections department, says Struckman-
Johnson's survey results aren't accurate and
that many of the inmates who responded
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probably lied.

"We see a lot of inmates trying to ma-
nipulate the system, and a survey is an op-
portunity to do that," King said, "Internally,
we just don't see the level of sexual assault

at the level in that study."

He said the number of rape victims was
less than 1 percent and that prison staff take
measures to prevent sexual assaults. "Our
prisons are safe and secure," he says.

Now, At Long Last, I Can Proudly Say It: “I

Am a Bisexual

Commentary by Bill Clearlake

I'm Bisexual.

When | say that to people in the course of
a conversation the reaction is usually a
blank, slightly embarrassed look followed
by a sudden change of subject.

Being Bisexual has meant being misun-
derstood, mistrusted, even feared. I've been
told that I'm confused or going through a
phase. I've been told that 1 don't really know
what I want, or that I'm just trying to be
different - or following a fad. The fact is that
all of those things have been true at different
times in my life.

When, as a pre-teen, 1 developed a crush
on a boy I met at YMCA camp, | was con-
fused. I was having feelings that I had never
seen demonstrated on television or talked
about in school or at home except in the
most negative of terms. Was I a homo? A
fag? One of "those™? I liked girls too.

It was confusing. I went into denial for a
while, 1 shoved all those strange feelings
aside. I swallowed them back to the point of
losing part of myself. I became depressed.

In my late teens | used drugs, ran with a
gang, failed school. But 1 wasn' a fag - |
wasn'. [ couldn't be. I had girlfriends. I was
tough. I carried weapons. I got in trouble.
No sissy me.

Later, 1 had friends who pretended to be
Bisexual because they were into David
Bowie and thought he and bisexuality were
cool. I went along with the gang, and the
fad, but I never let on that I wasn't pretend-
ing. I was just pretending. Of course I was.
[ was no fag.

Of course, I had a male lover at the time.
He was a neighbor. He liked to go down on
me in the woods behind his house. He kept
telling me that I was Gay. I kept telling him
1 wasn't. I couldn’t be. He knew I loved him,
but | wouldn't allow myself to admit it (if
you're still out there, I'm sorry).

But the denial was just a phase.

It was years before | came back to myself.
First I had to leave my hometown of Pilts-
burgh, Pennsylvania and breathe the freer
air of San Francisco, California. I was 17
years old. The year was 1973.

After a couple of years, | met a guy I'll call
Mat. We became close friends. 1 had a girl-

be free (o explore my sexuality. | was afraid
of where that freedom might take me. I did-
n't know what I wanted.

Years later I met a guy at a party - I'll call

him Jontelle. I really liked him. He seemed
to like me. We became a couple. I intro-
duced Jontelle to my friends and family. He
was beautiful - trim and dark and hand-
some. My mother liked him. My father
friend at the time - I'l call her Marsha. Mat
liked Marsha. I liked Mat. One day the three
of us ended up in bed together. In the course
of events, Mat and [ got physical. I felt very
comfortable being with both sexes.
_ This, for me, was normal, healthy sexual-
ity - expressing my affection and desire for
people 1 cared for - and these people were
each male and female. [ felt at home.

Mat, however was at square one. He was
confused, scared. I remember him saying,
‘Hey, that was cool, man, but I'm no fag, al-
right?" We remained "just friends." I loved
him though, and 1 wanted him to stay with
us. I also didn't - how would 1 explain it? |
wanted to declare my Bisexuality to the
world. The thought terrified me. 1 wanted 10
wasn't surprised to find out that [ was
Queer.

I was out - at 32 years of age. Everyone |
cared about knew that I had a male lover. |
waved him like a flag - declaring my frec-
dom., I used him like a token, showing him
off to anyone and everyone, whether they
cared to know or not. [ was different. 1 knew
I was different and I was going to make
damned sure that everyone in the whole
world knew it too.

Jontelle left me after a few months, but my
deep, dark secret was oul - to me. Through
him, | came out to myself and finally ac-
cepted me for what I was... am.

I'm Bisexual. I love men and women. IU's
confusing sometimes, and sometimes | don't
know what I want. We all have days like
that. There are times when being Bisexual
will be more or less popular. Il probably
rise and fall with those tides like everyone
else.

What | know for sure, and what will never
change is that [ have at least double the ca-
pacity to love and be loved as most people,
and for that | am very grateful... and very
lucky.

(Left to Right) Russ (Vincent Gallo), a wanna-be tough guy attempts to show Sid (William Forsythe) that a

“momentary shift in lifestyle” may be the solution to their unemployment problems in “Palookaville,” which is

now playing at Milwaukee's Downer Theater.




A gift of hope.

Although the fight against AIDS is not yet over,
the future is filled with the hope for a world without AIDS.

Now more than ever, give the gift of hope.
Support your local AIDS organizations.
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