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Bette Midler and Gay

Community Contribute

to Raising Record
Amount at AIDS Walk

By Terry Boughner

She stood on a bridge watching, as thou-
sands passed by on the road below. She
leaned forward on the rail, smiling, waving,
now and again pointing out one or another for
special attention. The people shouted back,
“We love you, Bette. Thank you for coming.”
She smiled more broadly yet, reveling in the
plaudits of the crowd.

She was Bette Midler, the Divine Miss M,
one of Hollywood’s mega-stars, the honorary
chair of the 1996 AIDS Walk Wisconsin
sponsored by the AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin (ARCW) to raise money to help
people with HIV/AIDS throughout the state.
She had come to Milwaukee to serve, as
Doug Nelson, ARCW's Executive director
had earlier told the crowd, as “the wind be-
neath the wings of this year’s AIDS Walk.”

Now she stood on the Lincoln Memorial
Drive Bridge waving to the happily excited
crowd. Dressed in a suit of luminous green, in
the bright sunlight that bathed her, no one
could miss her.

Earlier that day, at the rally in Henry W.
Maier Festival Park (Summerfest grounds),
Milwaukee Mayor John Norquist had stood
on the Miller Stage and proclaimed Sunday,
September 22 the day of the walk, as AIDS
Walk Wisconsin Day throughout the City of
Milwaukee. The crowd of nearly 14,000
cheered, but the Mayor was announcing what
was already an accomplished fact. It had been
AIDS Walk Day from the beginning.

The day had dawned with dark clouds
scudding across the sky. The forecast had
mentioned rain. But by the time of the AIDS
Walk Breakfast, held in the banquet room of
the Italian Community Center, the sun had
broken though. It was warm. It was bright. It
was going to be a beautiful day.

Walk Breakfast

Never before, not in the seven year history

of the Walk, had the Walk Breakfast been
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BETTE MIDLER

Bright rambow colored balloons were eve-
rywhere. | made my way along the back of the
large room. News people were everywhere
with their cameras, tape recorders and note-
books. Like everyone else, they were waiting.
Why not? Posters announcing Midler's new
movies, The Eirst Wives Club, had been up
for some time,

I heard one guy tell his companion, “All I
wanta do is see her, just see her. That’s all.”

The companion nodded. He understood.

Local and state political leaders were there
in force; people like Congressmen Tom Bar-
rett and Gerald Klezcka, State Representative
Tammy Baldwin, State Senators Alberta
Darling and Peggy Rozensweig, Dane County
Alderman Mike Verveer, Dick Wagner, Mil-
waukee County Executive Tom Ament, Mil-
waukee Aldermen Michael Murphy and Su-
san Braier. There were a lot more. I just

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

V¥V The Wisconsin Lisht

Bette Midler, the Divine Miss M, cuts the ribbon to begin AIDS Walk Wisconsin while Congressman Gerald
Klezka (D-Mil) joins in the applause.

David Mixner Speaks to Milwaukee Audience
About Clinton, Politics and Outing Bas

Jerry Johnson

Dayid Mixner and his partner, Patrick,
visited Milwaukee last weekend for a book-
signing reception on Saturday and to take
part in AIDS Walk Wisconsin on Sunday,
September 22, 1996 where over §1 million
was raised for AIDS services in the state.
Mixner read from his book and answered
questions about Clinton and outing. These
remarks were very moving and we feel im-
portant. A transcript of his remarks fol-
fows.

How do you feel about President Clinton
and are you going to vote for him?

"Well you know in 1992 T voted for Clinton
with a great deal of hope and optimism and
belief in the future. In 1996, let me be very
clear, | am voting for Clinton. | am voting for
Clinton for myself and for the community |
am part of.

I do not want another Clarence Thomas or
Anton Scalia on the Supreme Court of the
United States. There is no question that the
President and | have had disagreements. |
went to jail, twice now, Both times the ar-
resting officers were very cute by the way. |
look just adorable in handcuffs. (Laughter).
Well leave it there. 1 strongly disagree with
some of the things he's done. In 1963 John
Kennedy sent Robert Kennedy to the South,
as attorney general, to ask the Birmingham
ministers of Martin Luther King and people
who were staging massive demonstrations for
freedom, to call off the demonstrations be-
cause they were concerned about the impact
on the 1964 elections.

Martin Luther King looked at Bobby Ken-
nedy and said, 'Who do I tell that they must
be a slave so you feel more politically com-
fortable.”

1 think it is important to understand that we
are in a struggle for freedom, And that many
of us are in better shape than most of us. And
that it is important to understand that you
don't put a movement for justice, every two
years for an election, on hold.

That it is possible to have a massive deter-
mined unshakable civil rights movement and
dt the same time be politically practical. |
don't know who [ would tell.... maybe some-
one in this room can.... that they should be
the victim of a gay bashing because it is not
the right political timing; I don't who to tell
that they should die of AIDS because it is not
politically convenient right now to talk about
it; I don't know who to tell that they should be
fired from their job because we need just an-
other year (o put it together.

Or what mother or father 1 would like to
face and say that their son or their daughter
will commit suicide in shame for being gay or

lesbian, because it isn't convenient for us po-
litically.

We do not have the right to remain silent,
as long as one is not free among us. That
means we have to be tough, some times our
rhetoric a little inflamed so that they hear us.
After 1 called the President’s willingness to
sign the Defense of Marriage Act cowardly
and unconscionable, they sent three White
House staff members out to talk to me.

When they came into my house and they sat
down and the three cats sat around to see
what is going to happening. Patrick said 'l
dont think I can listen to this', and he went
upstairs. And they went into this spiel about
toning it down that it was an election year.

I said let me very frank, I'm supporting the
president, I'm voting for the president, but not
at the price of silence in the face of injustice.
They said, "You have to, we're your friends." |
said, the fact of the matter is, look me in the
face and tell me you would be sitting here in
my living room talking about our issues if |
hadn't said those words." And they said, "No,
we wouldn't be."

So I said, "You're teaching us well. Your
teaching us well! We now understand that
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The struggle to rebuild what many considered
to be the crown jewel among Wisconsin’s Gay
and Lesbian social spots, Madison’s Hotel
Washington, is apparently over.

The Hotel's owners, the Scheel family, have
informed The Wisconsin Light that plans to
rebuild the Hotel which was razed after a fire
last February, 18, have been indefinitely put on
hold due to a shortfall in financing money.
The shortfall was caused by unexpectedly high
construction costs.

Despite the set back, the Scheels are moving
forward and looking for an alternative site to
accommodate as many of the Hotel’s businesses
as possible,

“It's really devastating not only to myself but
for everyone else,” said Greg Scheel in an ex-
clusive interview with The Wisconsin Light.
“We have orders from the City to fill in the
hole. City Regulations only give you so much
time to either rebuild or cover up the hole
that’s left after a fire, Ours must be covered by
the end of October.”

Construction Costs Too High

Last June, the Wisconsin Light spoke with
banking industry sources, HUD, the Scheels
and local politicians all of whom expressed
confidence that the project would come off.
The Hotel ran a full page in the Madison Gay
Directory. The ad said the Hotel would reopen
in the Fall of 1996.

When the contractor estimates arrived, how-
ever, it became obvious that the plan to rebuild
was in serious trouble. The estimates showed a
construction cost that far exceeded the amount
of available financing.

When the contractor estimates
arrived, however, it became obvi-
ous that the plan to rebuild was in
serious trouble.

The reconstruction plans called for adding
one story to original three floor structure. This
would have doubled the number of hotel rooms.
The plans also envisioned an expansion of the
building to the East occupying the site now
used by a gas station.

"It takes twice as much money to rebuild as it
does to buy an existing building," said Greg
Scheel in an exclusive interview with The
Wisconsin Light. "After we saw the esti-
mates, we tried scaling back the plans. We
dropped down to two floors, one less than we
had, but doing that reduced the revenue gener-
ating capabilities of the Hotel. That in turn re-
duced the amount of financing we could get.
The hotel's insurance covered its market value
not the cost of rebuilding. We needed to be
able to get more financing."
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David Mixner signs a copy of his book at the special reception held in his honor at the Broadway Thester Center in
Milwaukee. The affair was a benefit for MAP. David's partmer Patrick is standing behind him.
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sold out. It was this time. All the 750 tickets
for the $50 a plate fundraiser were gone.
didn't see them, is all.

The Breakfast was emceed by Carole
Meekins news anchor at Today's TMJ-4,
along with Miller Brewing, a corporate honor
sponsor of the Walk. She is a person with a
lively, dry wit, who would preside over the

, the politicians and the rest. I fig-
ured I’d heard all that before and went out-
side—to have a cigarette, yes, but like every-
one else, [ wanted to see Bette Midler—only I
wanted to see her first,

She came in through a side entrance,
flanked by people from Miller Brewery and
its parent company, Philip Morris. Only 5’2",
she walked quickly down the hall, smiling
warmly to the few of us standing by.

When she entered the banguet room, com-
ing in through the back, the ovation was
thunderous. She paused, smiled, waved, and
then went on to the head table where she was
to sit. She’s pure show biz, I thought, warm
and gracious all the way.

In introducing Midler, Doug Nelson lauded
her for her Oscar nominations and noted that
she’d gotten her start in New York City’s
Continental Baths, a favorite Gay “enter-
tainment” center of that era.

By the time she rose to speak, there was
standing room only in the room. The Commu-
nity Center’s kitchen and wait staff was
clustered along the back. I heard one of them
say in awed tones, “Hey man, that's Bette
Midler. She’s real!”

Midler told some jokes. The crowd loved it.
She spook movingly about the friends and
family we all have lost to this disease, and the
ones we all yet will lose. A sad silence filled
the room.

“After 15 years, many tire of the battle
against AIDS,” Midler said. “But not in Mil-
waukee. | am proud to stand before you and
amongst you.” She received a standing ova-
tion, the second one she'd received that
morning, and was again applauded to the
echo. (In fact, people wouldn’t sit down until
she told them to sit.)

Signing Reception

{One of the events that had been sel up was
a benefit reception where, for $500 you could
get your picture taken with Bette and have
her autograph a picture. There was a little girl
there, perhaps no older than 10, whose par-

ents had given her the money to go. Now,
there she was and in the face of THE Bette
Midler, she was scared to death. She went,
sat in a chair and froze. .

Bette went to her at once, sat beside her,
stroked her arm comfortingly, and with a ten-
der, soft voice, told her she needn’t be scared.
Everything would be okay—and it was.

Pre-Walk Rally

I wandered down to the Summerfest
Grounds to stand just inside the main gate
and watch. There was a large crowd already
there and thore coming in all the time, There
were all kinds of people, young and old, peo-
ple with kids, and those in groups. There
were African-Americans, Asian Americans,
Hispanics, same-sex couples going along
holding hands, differing-sex couples doing
the same thing. There were people in wheel
chairs being pushed by lovers or friends.

There was a young woman in a wheel chair.

. “I wouldn’t miss this for anything,” she said

to me as she passed,

Here came David Mixner (see accompany-
ing article), with his partner, Patrick. There
was Sandy Lewis in her clown costume, as
perky as could be. There was Jon Martin,
Tom Reed, Tony Rhodes, joining the thou-
sands of others, heading toward the rally site.

There was Judy who operates the switch-
board at ARCW. She was right regal in a
golden crown, meaning she’d raised $1,000
plus. It was good to see that there were a
goodly number of others wearing those
crowns as well.

People passed by carrying signs showing
that they had come from places all over the
state; from Racine to Superior, from Eaun
Claire to Green Bay. There was a great, en-
thusiastic and large group from Madison.

There were people wearing all kinds of T-
shirts, those with Mickey Mouse ears on
them, and those with slogans, all kinds of
slogans. “Jesus Protect Me From Your Fol-
lowers” is one [ remember.

I thought as I watched them all, of what
Midler had said in her speech. Friends, lov-
ers, family members, we've lost them all, so
many, too many. And I thought of those I
know struggling against this hideous virus.
There are encouraging new drug therapies, as
Meekins had said at the Breakfast, but still no
cure, no cure at all.

A woman stopped to talk to me. I don’t
know her name. She told me that Mark Bel-
ling (local Rush Limbaugh wannnabe) had
told viewers of his Sunday TV show to stay
away from this “stupid” walk,

“I wonder,” she said, “if Belling has ever

WALK

WISCONSIN

Madison Reacts to Hotel Washington News

Reaction from leaders in Madison's Les/Bi/Gay community contacted by The Wisconsin Light
was one of sadness, mixed with determsination to carry on. Below is a represeniative sampling
of that reaction.

Rich Maden who owns R Place Bar along with his lover Daniel Neuman "I'm sad to see it
go. Greg and Sherry have to make their own decisions and I am sure that they are making the
best one they can. I know and I have faith that it won't affect the other activities the Scheel's are
involved in. Rodney's dream of a united community will live on. That puts the responsibility to
support the Rodney Scheel house and other activities on the shoulders of the remaining bar
owners. I am sure we all will continue to do the best we can.

Charlie Wells, General Manager of Manoeuvres (Owner, Ed Grunfeld was out of the country
and unavailable for comment) , "lts the end of a grand era and now its time to look at all the
options for our community. I know that Ed shares the saddness that so many will feel when they
hear the news."

Openly Gay Madison Alderman, Mike Verveer spoke with great difficulty when discussing
the situation. “The City did everything it could," said Verveer. whose Aldermanic district
includes, the site of the Hotel Washington.”

“] am just devastated, The Hotel meant so much in terms of jobs, community and the social life
of Madison. I came out there. Like so many others for me the Hotel Washington was my home
away from home. My heart goes out to the Scheels and everyone who tried so hard to rebuild.
flowweha\retoﬁndwaystoﬁllthemidandreopenasmmyofthebusinas&iaswecaninothﬁ
ocations." :

Openly Lesbian State Representative, Tammy Baldwin, "I find it difficult to express the
sadness I feel. So many people worked so hard to rebuild. I hope they realize that every fight
even those where we come up short is still a worthwhile effort. This tragedy has drawn us all
closer together. We have learned from it and we are a stronger community for that. I wish to

my gratitude. I know that gratitude is shared by the entire Madison community. Now
we must all work together and help the Scheels and others who were counting on the rebuilding
effort to succeed.”

Steve Starkey, Director of the Wisconsin Community Fund, former Co-Chair of
GALVANize "This is a real loss for the community, partly because Madison isn't a real big town.
It's not like Milwaukee where's there are lots of different bars and lots of possibilities for people
to go to. It was a community center, because there were five different bars in that building.
There won't be anything that will be the scale of the Hotel Washington for some time. It's going
to be difficult for the community. People have been awaiting the rebuilding. It's gding to be

hard."

stood by the bed of someone he’s loved and
watched them die?”

“Who knows,” I replied. “Who knows what
gets into people.”

Near where I was standing, was a small
stage. On it, performing for the crowd was a
group from Burr Ridge, [linois, called
“Those Funny Little People.” They were
dressed in costumes faintly resembling the
Campbells’ Kids (if you don’t remember,
don’t worry about it.), and lip-synched to
various songs. The group is Gay owned and
really has a great act, For more information
about them, call (630) 325-3320.

At the kick-off rally, there were more
speeches—some of them really good.

Doug Nelson talked about the present and
increasing growth of AIDS in Wisconsin. But
what people said later that really moved them
was his forceful determination to continue
with ARCW’s mission of saving lives through
needle exchange and other prevention meth-
ods.

State Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-Madison)
got up to speak and received a very enthusi-
astic welcome. She is a powerful speaker, but
she is the well-loved leader of our community
in our struggle for civil rights. I don’t think
it’s too much to say that she is a female ver-
sion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., for us.

When Bette Midler appeared on the Miller
stage, the crowd went nuts, “Bette, Bette! We
love you! We love you!”

Later, some guy—I don't know who he
was—told me, “I shook her hand. I shook her
hand,” he repeated, holding it up for me to
see. Would he ever wash it, I wondered?

Bette led the crowd in some cheers that
she'd “just happened” to make up. Again she
spoke of the losses we’ve endured, the need
for the on-going struggle, the necessity of not
giving in. Lest things become too heavy, she
mf:nti()ned the Packers. She hoped they'd
win.

The Protesters
Where is God?

Sitting in a classic white convertible near
the park’s main gate on North Harbor Drive,
Bette cut the ribbon (with some little diffi-
culty since the scissors were made of wood),
and the Walk was off.

Where North Harbor Drive crosses East
Michigan, that’s where the “Christian” pro-
testers were. There were between 15 and 20
of them, all stony faced men—and a few
young boys, holding up signs condemning
homosexuality as a sin and proclaiming AIDS
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as “God’s vengeance.” A few of them also
waved bibles around and were trying to hand
out pamphlets.

Meanwhile, there was a plane flying around
trailing a banner saying “Homosexuality is a
Sin.”

The great majority of walkers walked on by.
As one person | overheard say to a friend,
“Don’t get yourself down to their level.”

But a couple of young men, grabbed a sign
one of the protesters was holding and kicked
it in. If looks could kill, the expression on the
“Christian’s” face would have dropped them
dead.

This is a country of free speech. The hate
mongers had every right to be where they
were, but they showed utterly no common
sense in exercising that right.

The Walkers were thousands of people,
Gays and non-Gays, who have been affected
by AIDS. We have lost friends, lovers, family
members. We have suffered and will suffer
more.

How much are we to be asked to endure?

These religionists, judging, mocking, hat-
ing, as they do, people completely lacking in
compassion and decency, were, by their very
presence, rubbing salt into our bleeding
wounds. That they got as little violent reac-
tion as they did, was surprising.

A loving, suffering community though the
AIDS community may be, but just how much
can any people take?

I was going to walk away, but I heard a
voice behind me ask, “Where is God?”

I turned just as her companion answered,
“God is at the head of the Walk.”

A good feeling came over me and I went on
my way.

Conclusion

It was a great and glorious day. More than
13,000 teams from corporations, schools,
churches and organizations participated in the
event. The Walk was co-sponsored by
ARCW, the Madison AIDS Support Network
and Center Project of Green Bay.

All that’s facts. The important thing to me
was the individuals there, coming to the Walk
one by one to march together for the cause.

In the end, $1,005,042 was raised, at least
three quarters of it, if'not more, I figure, from
Lesbians, Bisexuals, Transgenders and Gay
men. That’ll probably be the headline, and it
should be.

But I think we should remember the more
than 600 volunteers who worked dogged
hours to pull off the Walk without a seeming
hitch. They took a lot of guff from people
(including me) and deserve a huge helping of
credit for all they did. My hat’s off to them.

We need—as always, I think—to thank the
corporate honor sponsors: Miller Brewing
(whose material assistance brought Bette
Midler to Milwaukee for the Walk), and To-
day’s TMJ4.

We need to thank the Major sponsors: the
Rath Foundation, Aurora Health Care, and the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Jerry and 1 were just getting ready to leave
the park, when someone asked, “What're they
gonna do for an encore next year?”

I looked at him and said, “Next year? Forget
next year. I'm gonna go home and go to bed!”

It was a great and glorious day.
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Editorial
Handing Out Condoms in the Parks

The decision by the Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP) to distribute condoms in the public
parks was a good one, an action in conformity to its mission to seek to save lives by preventing
the spread of HIV. There were two problems, as we see it.

One problem was with the major media, both print and electronic.

From those reporters—Joe Manning of the Milwaukee Journal is a prime example—one
could easily infer that Gay people—all Gay people spend their time hunting sex in the parks.
All this did was to add to the homophobic misconception that Lesbian or Gay is defined by an
act, not a state of being. Therefore, sex is all that interests us, the only thing that interests us.

Charlie Sykes (WTMIJ-radio) and Mark Belling (WISN-radio) were, predictably, not far be-
hind. Those two who can be counted on to excoriate the Journal, on this issue treated it as
holy writ.

Joined by Mark Siegrist’s little Sunday discussion group on Channel 10 (with the sole, laud-
able exception of Kathleen Dunn) they made it a Gay problem—and only a Gay problem—and
proceeded to wring their collective hands at the whole situation.

Sex in the public parks is wrong, it shouldn’t be done, it’s illegal, they wailed over and over
again. Therefore, since it is wrong, and it shouldn't be done, condoms should not be distrib-
uted.

Reality check time.

First of all, granted, sex in the public parks, before or after hours, shouldn’t be done. A lot of
things in this world shouldn’t be done. But sex does happen in the public parks and, in all
probability, is not going to stop.

Secondly, it is most certainly not the whole Gay male community, not by far, and not only
Gay men who are involved with it. Nor is it the case that the only two people affected are the
two men who have sex.

Many of the men who go to the parks for sex are men with wives and children. Let’s bring
this scenario into the picture. A man has sex in the park. He contracts HIV. He goes home. He
has sex with his unknowing wife. She contracts HIV. Now there are two people infected with a
disease for which there is no cure. What about the kids in all this, the ones already born to
them? Suppose she becomes pregnant by him, What are the chances that the baby will be born
HIV +?

Thirdly, the men who go to the parks to seek sex are there to have sex.

We seriously doubt that someone comes to the park at two in the moming. He’s taking a
stroll and comes upon someone handing out condoms and information. “Gee,” he says to him-
self, “I wasn’t thinking about having sex, but now with this condom reminds me to do it. Any-
body in the bushes there?”

Get real.

Condoms are not going to encourage what these men already intend to do anyway. That is,
we think, worth repeating. Condoms do mot encourage this activity. What condoms do is to
prevent the spread of disease, a terrible disease, a very expensive disease.

One question that must be asked, and hasn’t been asked, is which is cheaper: a condom or a
hlz?anliée?.}vhidlisbetter, let the guy carry HIV home—or try and stop him from contracting
it altogether?

The pundits in the major media (with the sole exception of Kathleen Dunn) raved on that the
MAP volunteers in the parks handing out condoms were, by being there, breaking the law.
Granted. They are. But they are breaking the law to save lives. Are not lives important? Should
we not think a condom less expensive than the costs of treatment for the disease?

In our opinion, what cannot or will not be stopped, must be dealt with. Sex in the public
parks is going to happen. Either stop it altogether or deal with it. The people from MAP
handing out condoms are trying to deal with the spread of disease by handing out condoms, to
non{iaymd(}aymm alike. We do not think they have any other recourse and remain true to
their mission.

There is, as we see it, a second problem. MAP, having decided to go ahead with the pro-
gram, should have announced it. Their reasons for wishing to keep a low profile on this are
understandable, but an issue like this was bound to come out. They, therefore, should have
taken the offensive, given their reasons, and gone ahead.

Weapplaudmepeople at MAP whoaredlsmbuungthemndomsmtheparks They are try-
ing to save lives, men'’s lives, women’s lives, the lives of children yet unborn—not to mention

the kids already here. )
The Hotel Washington

How do you say good- by to an old friend especially when its a wonderful building that had

been the hub of Gay social life in your city? With the news that the burned down Hotel

Washington Rebuilding project is at least $400,000 short on financing money, Madison Lesbians
and Gays are faced with that question.

The Hotel Washington represented so much to so many people in Madison and beyond that it is
difficult for many of us to express our feelings over the news. We are saddened, and we are
grateful.

We are saddened that this wonderful place where so many came out, and socialized will
apparently be no more. We can only say how sorry we are and how badly we feel. Somehow that
doesn't seem like enough.

We are grateful for the 21 years, the Hotel served its community. Over two decades of good
times, community support and wonderful memories can not be destroyed by any fire.

We are also grateful to the Scheel Family and their staff for doing everything they could to
rebuild the dream. The Scheels waged a tenacious battle with a willingness to risk everything for
the community they have for so long supported. They simply ran out of time.

This is a family that started the Rodney Scheel House and that supports numerous charities and
causes. This is a family that without its major source of income, kept as many employees as it
could on the payroll more than six months after the fire. The Scheels deserved better. They
deserved to win this battle. Part of our disappointment is knowing how they must feel. Our
hearts are broken along with theirs. To their credit, Greg and Sherry Scheel Nelson stand
proudly, heads unbowed working towards relocating to an existing site.

Now Madison must examine and seek out ways to fill the hole that was ripped into the fabric of
its community last February when the Hotel Washington burned. The dream of a united
community working and socializing together must not be allowed to die.

We are sure that community can and will rise to the challenge. We are equally sure that the
Scheels will play a major role in helping Madison to meet that challenge. We wish them well and
we offer our support. Like the rest of our Wisconsin Gay and Lesbian community, we stand with
them.

Letters to the Editor

9 millionaires top positions in his administration (more

Lesser of Two Evils?

TO THE EDITOR:

Many Gays, Leshians and Bi's were pleased by their
treatment at the democratic convention. Although it's
great to see a major political party being inclusive of
S0 many non-mainstream groups (people of color and
women were also courted), a convention is not
Congress and lip-service is not action.

Before our community decides to support Bill
Clinton, 1 hope we will all remember recent history:
Clinton abandoned his promise of universal health
care; Clinton betrayed Gays in the military; Clinton
passed NAFTA and GATT endangering workers in
the US, Canada and Mexico; Clinton fired two strong,
qualified black women, Lani Guinier and Dr. Joycelyn
Elders — racism was a major motivation; Clinton
supports a bill to ban mamiage for Gays;, Clinton
bombed Irag; Clinton awarded $15 hillion in
"investment tax credits” to big business; Clinton gave

than Reagan/Bush); Clinton eliminated over 200,000
federal jobs, most held by African Americans; Clinton
passed a $30 billion crime bill for more cops, prisons
and death sentences; Clinton granted more hillions to
the Pentagon than they asked for while cutting
Medicare; Clinton promised Haitians asylum, then
blockaded them; Clinton signed the Torricelli bill, an
escalation of the US brutal economic attack on Cuba
unparalleled in the world to date; finally Clinton set
back the country's low mncome and poor mothers and
children, workers and immigrants more than 61 years
by signing a bill to end welfare entitlement, gutting the
Social Security Act of 1935.

Clinton did most of these barbaric acts while
Congress was still controlled by the Democrats.
Whats more, no Republican president would have
gotten away with many of these acts. Democrats
would have fought against the retum of this country to
pre-1935 if a Republican president had proposed and
supported it.

We camot afford to support @ man who is
devastating so many US communities and even the
world communities. To support Clinton because his
administration has provided more funds for AIDS than
the previous one or because his party's convention
welcomed us (or because he used the G word!), would
surely be a sell-out of immense proportions for some
very minuscule retums — as well as a betrayal of so
many other oppressed groups.

We do not have to support the lesser of two evils.
We must begin to vote FOR a candidate, instead of
against 4 worse one. That is one small way we can
begin to change the dangerous direction of this
country. A powerful Native American activist woman
and mother, Winona LaDuke is running for vice
president with well-known consumer activists Ralph
Nader for President on the Greens Party. African
American teacher/activist. Monica Moorehead and
Glona LaRiva, Chicana activist are mumming for
president and vice president on the Workers World
Party. We DO have other choices.

We are obviously living through the beginning of
the fall of the Roman Empire. The gap between the
rich and the rest is greater than ever before. Soon
moms and children will beg and sell in the streets.
Govemment control of all underprivileged groups is
becoming a daily reality. Let's not support and join up
with Clinton and his friends who are openly destroying
our country to satisfy corporate greed.

In Struggle,
Pat Gowens, Editor
Welfare Mothers Voice

Clinton and DOMA

TO THE EDITOR:

Showing that he has caved in to religious conserva-
tives in order to be re-elected, President Clinton signed
the misnamed "Defense of Marriage Act" (DOMA)
early Saturday moming.

The bill, pushed through Congress by the Christian
Coalition and Republicans, is little more than election
year queer bashing. Although Clinton stated that his
signing of DOMA" should not, despite the fierce and
at times divisive rhetoric surrounding it, be under-
stood to provide an excuse for discrimination, violence
or intimidation against any person on the basis of sex-

. ual orientation", his signing of the bill sends a trou-

bling message to the Nation that we as Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender folks and our relationships
are not equal and that we are expendable politically.

Queer Nation Chicago condenms the action of
President Clinton and calls on the queer community to
let Mr. Clinton know that he will not win the election
by sacrificing queers for political gain. While most of
us slept, Mr. Clinton snuck into the White House and
comumitted an act of moral cowardice. Instead of being
called Slick Willie, he should be called Moral Coward
Bill

Queer Nation Chicago calls on the queer commu-

nity to express our outrage at Clinton's signing of
DOMA. We encourage phoning, faxing, e-mailing
and confronting the President to express our anger and
disgust with his cowardly act.

Today's action by President Clinton is a stinging
slap in the face to the queer community. [t also should
serve as a wake up call to those who believe that
Clinton deserves our loyal support. This commumity
should not put it's trust into a so-called friend who will
sacrifice us for political gain and then tum around and
say that he opposes discrimination against us. The hy-
pocrisy of Mr. Clinton is unbelievable.

Queer Nation Chicago vows to help organize a re-
sponse by the queer community to the moral coward-
ice of Bill Clinton and to let him know that we are
outraged. We refuse to be used for political gain in a
Nation where heterosexism and homophobia are tools
to win elections. The queer community says enough is
enough!

John Pennycufl
Robert Castillo
Queer Nation, Chicago

Ignorance or Guts?
TO THE EDITOR:

Is it "maturity" or ignorance, apathy and lack of

vision (not to mention guts) that is causing so many
progressive people to fall in line behind Billy Boy
Clinton while he bombs Iraq for oil — again — while he
other low-income families ending America-as-we-
know-it; while he empowers rich corporations to
slaughter workers and the environment in three
countries...even while he votes so LesBiGay folks can't
marry? Your latest issue looks like a propaganda
sheet paid for by the Democratic party. Everyone
loves a party, but must we gush over a party that has
set back America af least 61 years — just because that
party threw some nice parties for us not to mention
mentioning the G word in some hypocritical oratory?
As Gay and Lesbian or Bisexual people | would
hope that we care about the other communities that we
belong to as well as the LesBiGay one: communities of
color, workers, people with disabilities, children,
mothers and the Earth. Maturity is facing the hard
truth, not buying into/selling out for the easy fantasy.
Maturity is recognizing that the Republican/Democrat
parties are corporate controfled and sponsored — not
people controlled or sponsored. Maturity is knowing
that we can not continue to support corrupt twiddle-
dees or twiddle-dums just because they are the likely

TURN TO LETTERS, PAGE 17

Caution

The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-

Do-It-Yourself

TO THE EDITOR:

Crown your good with brotherhood, from sea to
shining sea..." (Well, maybe next time, ¢h?)

President Kennedy and President Johnson after him
had the political gonads and the personal integrity and
the security of personality to face the civil rights
challenges of their day...

President Clinton on the other hand backtracked on
nearly every civil rights issue of his day... Gays in the
military, welfare reform, and same sex marriages —
Clinton retreated or shrank from all of these...

Mr. President, you may have met President Ken-
nedy, and you may have shook his hand. and you may
wish to emmlate his celebrity, but you Sir, are no Jack
Kennedy...

Jack Kemnedy would not have signed a bill he
deemed 1o be divisive or unnecessary. He would have
pemmitted it to become law without his signature or
mmlikelyhcwouldhnvcvcloednm&cmmw.
Rand Knox
San Ratael, California
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Editor’s Note

National Coming Out Day is a Time to Be

Honest About Yourself

By Terry Boughner

Friday, October 11", is National Coming
Out Day, and this is the story of three young
men, “Rick” who I wrote about in the last is-
sue, and “Todd” and “Mark.”

Todd and Mark are young, 20-somethings,
each has a sparkling smile and is gified with
campus good looks.

While Rick is closeted, but has the door
open just a crack, Todd and Mark have faced
that problem and are out.

In the meantime, Rick searches, apprehen-
sive, struggling over what he knows, I think,
he must eventually do—come to terms with
himself, Todd and Mark have done that. It
didn’t come easy for them. It never does.

Todd came from a conservative family.
Gays weren’t high on their list of favorite
people. He spent some time on the west coast
and came home to give them the news.
“Mom, Dad, I'm Gay.”

And the response? “We knew.”

Now, Todd and Mark are partnered to each
other and are a pleasure to watch as they in-
teract. A look, the tiniest gesture is all that it
takes, and they communicate volumes with
each other—exactly as my parents (non-Gay
people both), once did.

I'm not saying that coming out will auto-
matically lead to home and hearth with “the
one,” but I do say this.

There is a drive within most of us, regard-
less of our sexual orientation, that wants us to
have a home, build a family, to unite our-
selves with someone who loves and cherishes
us as Mark and Todd do each other. I think it
is well written that humans were not meant o
live alone.

Sex, as great as it is, is no substitute for
loving intimacy. 1 truly believe that for that to
happen in a life, a person must be open, must
be honest with themselves and with all others
as well, Love, I think, has to rest on honesty
and trust. If a person can’t have those things
with themselves, how can they have them
with anyone else?

What I think many of us need to get across
to ourselves is that sexual orientation is not a
matter of choice. No one got up one morning
and said to themselves, “By God, just to dif-
ferent, I think I'll be Gay—or Lesbian—or
Bisexual—or Transgendered” As Molly
would have said, "It just doesn’t work that

way, McGee.”

So too, we should understand that being
Gay isn’t only a matter of whom we want in
our beds. Being Gay is a matter of wanting
and needing emotional fulfillment from
someone of our own gender.

There’s nothing anyone can do to change
any of that. Gays can’t become non-Gay, non-
Gays can’t become Gay. The only thing that
can be done in this case—and in every other
case in one’s life, as well—is to make peace
with yourself and get on with life, getting the
happiness (that along with hardship) is a part
of any life. :

On this National Coming Out Day, I would
tell anyone who asks, don’t be afraid. More
people than you guess already “kmow.” As
one of my students told me, “Gee, Doc, we
always knew, When did you find out?”

As to the “Gay lifestyle” that there’s so
much Right Wing and stupid prattle about,
it’s really not different from the non-Gay va-
riety. What our “lifestyle” comes down to,
actually, is who’s going to do the dishes and
who's going to take out the garbage.

We who are Gay (an all-inclusive word for
this essay), fall in love—deeply in love, love
so much it hurts. We date, we come together
to build solid homes—and, in the process of
growing together, we compromise a lot
(anyone who thinks otherwise, is nuts).

There is not one of us who is not capable of
having what Todd and Mark have, close,
loving, building together, saying to each other
in effect “You are the single most important
human fact in my life. Above you there can be
no one else.”

Any of us can have that, but—and it’s a big
“but,” it comes with openness and honesty. It
can only happen in coming out, What is that
Shakespeare wrote? To thine own self be true
ete,”

There are those who will probably deny it.
“Oh, we live quite well together and don’t
tell anybody.” Maybe. Still, I believe honesty
is still a virtue and that we do ourselves as
much good as we do the community, if we
come out. It makes life so much simpler,
really it does.

On this Coming Out Day, as on others, |
urge you who are closeted to leave it. It’s
painful. Probably there’s a price, but pay it.
It’s worth it, it really is.
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Community Center
to be Represented at
HRL’s Public
Officials Reception

Milwaukee—The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender Community Center Project will
be represented at this year’s Public Officials
Reception, a landmark occasion supporting
National Coming Out Week, a function of the
Human Rights League (HRL). The reception
will take place Tuesday, October 15, 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at the Village Church, 130 E. Jun-
eau,

Members of the LGBT Community Center
Project are excited to be on this year's agenda
at the Public Officials Reception with plans
of announcing an upcoming contest to help
with the naming of the community center,

The Public Officials Reception is an annual
event for elected and appointed officials from
state, federal, and local government to meet
their Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
constituents and organizational leaders.

Free Flu Shots to be
Offered Beginning
October 17 and 22

Milwaukee -- The flu season is almost
upon us. Once again, Flu Shots will be
offered at The M & M Club (in the upper
level Banquet Room) on Thursday, October
17, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday,
October 22, from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
The vaccinations continue to be recom-
mended for individuals who are immune
compromised and their care takers. The
community outreach is sponsored by The Gay
& Lesbian Nurses' Association, The M & M
Club, The Milwaukee Health Depart-ment,
BESTD Clinic, St. Camillus HIV/AIDS
Ministry, In Step, and Q+Voice magazines.
The flu shots are free - however, donations
are accepted. For more information, please
contact BESTD Clinic at 272-2144 or St
Eﬁaaﬂlus HIV/AIDS Ministry at (414) 259-

COME OUT
FOR THOSE

WHO HAVE

COMLE

OUL

To kick off National Coming Out Week, we invite you to join us and PFLAG
on Sunday, October 6th 1o a reception supporting the rights of lesbians, gays
and bisexuals. Family, friends and allies are invited to enjoy guest

music, refreshments and art projects for kids.

Join us at the Milwaukee Art Museum,

East Enfrance, 750 N. Lincoln Memorial Dr.
1:00-4:00 pm.  Call 228-1921 for more information.

NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY:
A Local Project of Human Rights League

Each year, HRL hosts a series of events to address the wide variety of
“coming out” joys, challenges and issues. Event focus on October 11,
National Coming Out Day.

National Coming Out Day Awards

Presented at the Public Officials Reception each
year, these awards recognize the efforts of those
who are promoting and reflecting a positive
Gay/Lesbian image through participation in the
community.

Families, Friends & Allies: Straight, Not
Narrow

Sunday, Oct. 6, 1-4pm

Milwaukee Art Museum

Special event for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and
transgendered (LGBT) people and our supports,
friends and families to come out and have a good
time together. Entertainment, refreshment,
activities for kids, family pictures, tours and
surprises.

Town Hall Meeting with Melinda Paras
Thursday, Oct. 17, 6-8pm
Int’l Building, 611 West National Avenue

Meet and address national and local issues with
the executive director of the National Gay &
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF), the premier
grassroots organizing group for LGBT concerns
(secured parking available).

OUT on the Job: Live Channel 14 Call-In-
Show

Thursday, Oct. 10, 1-dpm

MATA, 1610 N. 2nd Street

Televised panel presentation and community
discussion on being out at work, sharing personal
information, laws and discrimination issues and
other workplace challenges for the LGBT
communities.

Workshop with Melinda Paras: Organizing
in a Multi-Cultural LGBT Community

Saturday, Oct. 19, 9am-Noon

UW-Milwaukee Student Union, Wisconsin
Room, 2200 East Kenwood Blvd.

Paras will share concepts and strategies for
diversity and help participants maximize the
benefits and address the challenges of multi-
cultural organizational development. $4 fee; free
to students. Co-sponsored by LGB Community at
UWM.

Public Officials Reception
Tuesday, Oct. 15, 5:30-7:30pm
Village Church, 130 East Juneau

Annual event for elected and appointed officials
from state, federal and local government to meet
their Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and transgendered
constituents and organizational leaders; a relaxed
atmosphere with snacks and brief program.

For more information
on events, contact the
Human Rights League
for Lesbians & Gays at 414/228-1921.
Special thanks to the Challenging Party.
Major sponsorship by Cream City Foundation.
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DIRECTORY OF

PROFESSIONALS

“I’m on your side.”

Thomas E. Martin atorneyat law 765-9413

Sensitive to the legal issues unique to our community.

Denis I. Jackson PHD
Psychotherapist
Licensed Psychologist
Relational and Individual Therapy

230 W. Wells Suite 309
Milwaukee, WI 53203
(414)276-8669

Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist

Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

414 .332.3331 )
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Photography
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7405 West Harwood Ave.
Wauwatosa, WI
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Volunteers Serving the Community Since 1974

Anonymous HIV Antisopy Tests
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
oby oppointment onlye
STD DiAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
Tuesdays 6- 9pm o walk-ine
Women’s Cunic
First & Third Thursday (monthly) 6 - 9pm ewalk-ine

SupporT GROUPS
for Gay HIV+ Men and
Male Partners/Lovers/Spouses of Gay HIV+ Men

Brady East STD Clinic
1240 East Brady St. * (414) 272-2144
Call for information & appointments

—a poriner in United HIV Services—
Compassion » Care « Cooperation

TECH SUPPORT

# winoows 95 #
INTERNET LUPGRADES

Quick, affordable computer
technical support.

NEAL BRENARD

272-2151

www.execpe.com/~nbeenard

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH

BUSINESS INSURANCE
David Matta
BWO Insurance Group, LLC
Office: (414) 768-8100

Fax: (414) 768-8110

Integrative Massage

and Body Work
Relax

Reduce Stress and Headaches
Relieve Chronic Pain
of Injuries and TMJ

Mark Robers

Certified Neuromuscular Therapist
Member of teaching staff of Pau8l St.
John Method

®  Cranial-sacral, myofascial & many
other modalities

s 5 years experience in PT clinic

East—1018 E. Knapp 278-0440
West—260 Regency Ct. 821-9190

(414) 964-9000
(414) 283-1452

E-Mail to: jhsmith@execpe.com
or visit my web page at:

Jack H. Smith

http\www.execpe.com\~jhsmith KNG

LETTERS

Continued from Page 4

winners. Maturity is facing the fact that our two
parties are working together to remstate slavery,
promote violence and incresse the wealth of their
affluent bosses (big business) — while throwing a few
bones to the "mature" people now and then to keep
them from acknowledging reality and leaving that
perpetual, all- American, middie-class state of denial.

Please allow your readers to hear about the other
candidates running for president and vice-president,
For the first ime in years, we have an opportunity fo
actually choose among several candidates who care
about the people and the community -- not just money.

Tell readers about Winena LaDuke ranning for vice
president on the Greens Party with Ralph Nader. Let
them leam about the power and passion of Winona
LaDuke, Indian woman who fights for the people and
the Earth — not money, Tell them about Monica
Moorehead and Gloria LaRiva running for president
on the Workers World party — two strong women who
also believe in and fight for the people — not money.

There are those who will insist we must always vote
for the money-madness parties because they will win.
But mature people know that real change comes
slowly and gradually. Mature people know that at this
very moment, Nader and LaDuke, or Moorehead and
LaRiva could and would be elected — IF THE
PEOPLE KNEW THE TRUTH ABOUT THEM
AND KNEW THAT THEY ARE RUNNING! The
majority of those citizens who never vote, would vote
in this election if they had access to the information
that is so carefully hidden from them by our corporate
media. Even some of your gung-ho dembots might
vote for someone they believe in - IF THEY KNEW
ABOUT THEM.

We will never change our system by "maturely"
resigning ourselves to violent, greedy rulers while
convincing ourselves it's the best we powerless people
can do. We must change this cormmupt system
controlled by the very rich. One small start is to
support candidates, work for candidates, write about
candidates and vote for candidates who care about the
people and the Earth — not just money.

P. Georgia Wells
Milwankee

Sex in the Parks

TO THE EDITOR:

Over one hundred years ago, Gilbert and Sullivan's
operetta Tolanthe acknowledged the Victorian British
custom of having sex in public parks. The lines are:

"I heard the minx remark

She'd meet him after dark

Inside St. James's Park

And give him one." A

In World War 11, Milwaukee's Juneau Park gained
notoriety as a trysting place where sailors from Great
Lakes were taken by Milwaukee minxes who wanted
to "give them one." The sex in Juneau Park hasn't
stopped since, [I've seen men and women having
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sexual relations in the park bushes in broad daylight
I've heard tales of men who've taken their lady friends
into the ladies’ restroom for intercourse,

Juneau isn't the only park where people have sex.
Estabrook Park has a famous parking lot where men
have driven their women for sex for many decades. 1
rememnber trips in the family car in the 1950's through
a Wauwatosa parkway, where we marveled at all the
parked cars and heard the jokes our parents made.
Later it was a standing joke that good entertsinment
was 16 go to certain parks and look for "rocking” cars,
the occupsnis of which were then mtemupted by
pounding on the windows,

When sex in parks was confined largely 10 men and
women, it didn't gain much attention. Now that men
are having sex with men. the attitude has changed. In
an age of environmentalism, the director of
Milwaukee's park system admits to having denuded
our parks of shrubbery to try to stop sexual activity.
(And we thought it was to stop the muggers.) Parks
that a county ordinance long established to close at
midnight are suddenly being closed at 10:00 pm. The
park director has stated on television that Milwaukee's
parks are "for families." In that case, why is she
taking money from single taxpayers? The attitude she
expressed reaches beyond the question of having sex in
parks, and suggests that she considers people she
doesn't like, ie. "non-family" people, to be
undesirables who are to be rousted out of the parks.
Pethaps her attitude explains the harassment
experienced by street people and other single men in
our parks.

The new attitude of the post-Schulz park
administration is paralleled by Milwaukee's post-
Arreola Police Department, which is run not by elected
officials, but by an atavism, the puritanical Breier
establishment that's regained control since Mayor
Norquist undercut Chief Arreola's authority several
years ago. Laws that weren't much enforced before,
even in Chief Breier's last days, are suddenly promoted
as necessary to the preservation of civilization
Federal money that was supposed to pay for more
police officers to amrest drug dealers and close crack
houses is instead diverted to sending packs of police
cars to chase people around Juneau Park, much as
wolf packs chase their prey. No doubt late night
"pogroms” in other parks are also absorbing police
manpower that should be used for preventing drug
dealers from shooting officers.

‘Who really cares if people are having sex in a park
after 10:00 pm.? There are no children or even
heterosexual adults roaming around the bushes at that
hour, unless perhaps some man and woman looking
for a quiet place to have sex. [ doubt if one person in a
hundred cares about men and women having late night
sex in our parks, so what motivates the concem over
men having sex with men? If people aren't making
noise and disturbing neighbors who are trying to sleep,
I frankly can't see the importance of diverting tax
meney to keep people out of the parks late at night —
and 10:00 p.m. isn't really "late” at night.

What should be of serious concem in this
controversy is not who's in the park last at night, but
the selective enforcement of the law by a corrupt
police department to harass people it doesn't like. As
of Friday, September 13, Juneau Park now sports a
sign at its entrance stating that it closes at 10:00 pm.
The sign is affixed to a post which has, for several
years, supported a "No Dogs" sign. the police never
enforce the laws against dogs in the park. but they get
hydrophobic if they encounter & single male in the
park after 10:00 pm. [ doubt very seriously they'd
give a ticket to a female in the park after that hour, or
to anyone they thought to be a heterosexual. The way
police selectively use the law against people they don't
like is readily demonstrated by their enforcement of
rules against drinking in parks. They harass street
people they don't like, but never bother families who
are drinking illegally. Former County Executive Dave
Schulz specifically and publicly endorsed that
particular bit of discrimination. Using selective
enforcement of laws to harass people you don't like is
the worst form of political corruption, and a society
that claims to operate under the mle of law shouldn't
tolerate it.

Further cause for suspicion of the motives of police
and politicians is their attitude toward the program that
gives clean needles to drug addicts, and which, like the
currently controversial park condom distribution
program, is designed to slow the spread of AIDS.
Surely the distribution of syringes to drug addicts is
illegal, or was when the needle exchange program
started. Did local politicians and police interfere with
needle exchanges? If not, why do they now declare
war on condom distribution? There seems to be only
one plausible reason for treating the two programs
differently: homophobia, Drug addicts receiving clean
needles are nearly all male heterosexuals who, if they
get AIDS, are likely to spread it to their girlfriends and
their children. Our local politicians and police are
nearly all heterosexuals, so they can sympathize with
the drug addicts.

Its hard to see in this park "pogrom" a genuine
concemn with law enforcement. If that were the case,
other laws would be enforced which are simply
ignored. Despite the "No Dogs" sign in Junesu park, a
uniformed Milwaukee Police officer was once seen
rumning his dog there, and it wasn't even on a leash.
That's at least two violations by a police officer of
ordinances he swore to enforce. When other laws
aren't being enforced, and when police officers
themselves flaunt the law, it's hard to believe that
concern with late night sex in the parks arises from a
gemine concem for enforcing the law: it's
homophobia, pure and simple. Those who deny
they're motivated by homophobia won't convince me
until [ see them begin to enforce all our laws, and until
| see them enforce those laws equally for all people,
without the discrimination that now prevails in City
Hall, the County Courthouse, and our Police and
Sheriff's Departments.

Al Geiershach
Milwaukee



Since 1981, over
320,000 Americans
have died
from AIDS.

How many
reasons do you need
to vote? ‘
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A community service message brought to you by:

ACTION WISCONSIN
The Milwaukee AIDS Project
The Wisconsin Light
The United
Lesbian Alliance of Metro Milwaukee - Education Fund
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Author and Clinton Friend, David Mixner,

Received Warmly in Milwaukee

By Terry Boughner .
Approximately 150 people attended the
book signing reception for David Mixner at
the Skylight Theatre on Saturday, September
21", Sponsors of the reception included
Miller Brewery, Skyy Vodka, The Advocate,
Wisconsin Lignt, Larry Stussy and After-
Words Bookshop. The reception was pro-
duced and coordinated by Landmark Enter-
prises of Milwaukee.

Mixner, a close friend of President Clin-
ton’s, was in Milwaukee autographing his re-
cent book, Stranger Among Friends, his
autobiographical account of his battles for
civil rights, his coming out, his suffering over
the loss of his lover and many friends to
AIDS, and his battles with the President over
lifting the military ban against Gays and Les-
bians.

Because of his past and on-going work for
Gay and Bisexual people, he has been called
“the most influential Gay man in America.”
He was in Milwaukee with his partner, David
Marston, a personable young man with chis-
eled features and searing blue eyes.

Guests at the reception were treated to a
variety of hot and cold canapés by Boulevard
catering and beautifully presented.

David Carroll was the pianist for the even-
ing. Easily, one of the best pianists in Mil-
waukee and in the state, he plays with a sen-
sitivity and artistry that made the instrument
sing sweetly under his hands.

In the meantime, Mixner signed books,
each with a personal message, and chatted
amiably with those present. He is a warm

man, of generous gestures, the kind of person
who, if he’s met you for a minute, makes you
think you’ve known him for years.

Following the book signings, Mixner read a
passage from his book. It was an account of
his lover, Peter’s, dying of AIDS, and he said
he had never read it out loud to a group be-
fore.

I was out in the hallway, sitting on some
stairs, as Mixner began to read. Jon Martin
was standing nearby looking into the room.
David Carroll was sitting over by the tall
windows.

All afternoon, it had been dark and threat-
ening rain. As Mixner read in his deep, sono-
rous voice of his love and care for Peter, the
sun broke through silhouetting Martin, At the
same time, it began to rain. The little droplets
streaked the window.,

Mixner read on, his great voice catching
now and then. Carroll sat with head bowed,
listening intently. Martin did not move. From
inside the room, other than Mixner's voice,
there was not a sound to be heard.

It was a moving and utterly beautiful mo-
ment in time. I suspect that everyone in the
room, like those of us outside, was identifying
with what we were hearing.

Next day, Sunday, September 22™ would
be the AIDS Walk. When [ left the reception,
I told someone that I could think of no more
fitting event to be held on AIDS Walk Eve
than the Mixner reception and reading.

The reception was a benefit for the Mil-
waukee AIDS Project (MAP) with Mixner
donating all proceeds to MAP.

Speaking From The Right

Involvement in Campaigns Makes Impact

Commentary by Jim McFarland

You can tell that it is an election year again
because The Wisconsin Light and In Step
are again full of letters attacking Log Cabin
Republicans (LCR), articles attacking Re-
publicans, and articles worshipping the
Democrats as if they are the Messiah. One
would think that LCR had no purpose at all,
or worse, that our efforts hurt the Les-
bian/Gay community, if one believed all that
was said in the letters attacking us.

But the truth is that LCR members, through
hard work and selfless giving, are beginning
1o have a real effect on the Republican Party,
particularly in this state.

The sad part is that, while this state’s party
is years ahead parties from most of the rest of
the country, we still are not at a point where
we can freely discuss who our allies are and
what they have done for us for fear that it will
be used against them in primary battles with
fundamentalist Christian opponents.

But we can tell some of the story, even if
we have to leave out the names to protect
some of our supporters.

LCR-WI got its start in campaigns back
when Senator Peggy Rosenzweig won her
State Senate position for the first time. While
we were only months old and a relatively
small organization, we formed the core of her
campaign volunteers, with the same faces
from our group showing up every weekend to
knock on doors for her.

While we were outnumbered on the week-
ends before the primary and general election
due to the droves of Senate staffers and Col-
lege Republicans who would come in, on the
other weekends we constituted the majority of
volunteers.

Members of Log Cabin also contributed
some $200 to her campaign, but we made the
real difference in terms of volunteer support.
And Senator Rosenzweig's victory gave Re-
publicans the majority in the State Senate, so
the importance of our efforts was not lost on
the Republican leadership.

Since then, we have grown larger and have
gained strength. We have worked on numer-
ous campaigns for Congress, State Senate,
and State Assembly, providing needed wvol-
unteers and raising large sums of money (the
largest being the $3500 we raised for State
Senator Bob Welch’s U.S. Senate campaign).

Our volunteer and fundraising efforts have
gained us support not only from those whom
we assisted, but also from other Republican
legislators who have heard about our efforts.

Our work in the trenches has translated in
to numerous legislative victories. Here are
just three examples:

Example 1: When Wisconsin’s Secretary of
Health and Social Services followed poor ad-
vice from a bureaucrat and recommended
against including Clarithromycin and Flu-
conazole in the AIDS Drug Reimbursement
Program, AIDS Resource Center of Wiscon-
sin (ARCW) asked us to intervene and help
persuade the powerful Joint Finance Com-
mittee to support the addition of these two
vitally important drugs.

We then contacted not only the Republicans
on the Joint Finance Committee, but also our
GOP allies who were not on the Committee,

asking that they encourage their colleagues on
the Committee to support our proposal.

The fruits of our labor on Senator Ro-
senzweig's campaign were demonstrated at
this time, as Senator Rosenzweig, with her
Republican colleague Senator Panzer, took
the lead in attempting to persuade her GOP
colleagues on Joint Finance to support the ad-
dition of the drugs.

The upshot was that on the day of the vote,
the Secretary knew that the majority of Re-
publicans, and thus the majority of Joint Fi-
nance, was willing and ready to vote against
him. After some wrangling, he and ARCW
then agreed to a compromise whereby the
drugs were added to the program.

Example 2: When a moderate Republican,
Rep. Dean Kaufert, announced that he would
sponsor a bill to ban same-sex marriage (even
though it is already illegal in Wisconsin),
many suspected that the fundamentalist
movement had purposefully chosen a moder-
ate to make the effort look mainstream.

LCR immediately contacted Rep. Kaufert’s
office to schedule a meeting. In the mean-
time, many of our GOP allies contacted him
and asked him not to sponsor the bill, and
others just happened to be talking with him
when he asked about LCR and they told him
that they found us reasonable and valuable to
their efforts.

While we had never worked for or met Rep.
Kaufert before, he was impressed with us
based on the comments of our allies, which,
without a doubt, influenced his decision.

The upshot was that Rep. Kaufert, after his
meeting with us and some constituent pres-
sure organized by Action Wisconsin, decided
not to sponsor the bill, and the bill was left to
a handful of notorious right wingers to spon-
SOr.

Example 3: When a bill which was poten-
tially very dangerous to the Lesbian/Gay
community (which I cannot identify to protect
our allies) was introduced, the Republican
leadership agreed to assign it to a committee
chaired by one of our allies.

This ally of ours then proceeded to bury the
bill so that it would not reach the floor for a
vote during the past session of the legislature.

All of this was done out of respect for the
work that we had done on behalf of GOP
candidates over the years.

So, as you can see, our efforts are having
real results. It is hard to describe the excite-
ment one feels when one’s efforts in this re-
gard come to fruition. While it is hard work,
and one must sacrifice time and money to do
it, it has proven to be worth the effort.

This fall, we have ample opportunities for
other like-minded Lesbian/Gay Republicans
to get involved and make a difference, There
are a host of campaigns all over the state for
which we must raise money and provide vol-
unteers.

Most people have either time or money--all
we ask for is one or the other (but we'll take
both to0). If you would like to get involved
and really make a difference, send a note to
Log Cabin Republicans of Wisconsin, P.O.
Box 199, Milwaukee, W1, 53201, or call me
at (414)276-5428. But hurry—-November 5
(election day) is right around the corner!

Wisconsin Log Cabin Republicans Endorse

Bob Dole for President

Milwaukee—Close on the heels of the na-
tional organization’s vote in favor of endors-
ing Bob Dole, Log Cabin Republicans (LCR)
of Wisconsin followed suit by also voting in
favor of endorsing Bob Dole for President at
its last meeting.

During the Republican National Conven-
tion, the Dole campaign publicly sought Log
Cabin’s endorsement, issuing a press release
inviting and welcoming Log Cabin's en-
dorsement. In subsequent meetings with the
Dole campaign, the Dole organization
pledged to meet with representatives from
LCR's Washington office to discuss policy
matters of concern to us and to hear LCR’s
concerns throughout the fall campaign. This
is an historic first for a GOP national ticket.

As LCR members watched the national
convention unfold, they saw Dole’s organiza-
tion uphold its pledge that there would be no
anti-Gay rhetoric from the podium (Pat Bu-
chanan was specifically barred) and that no
anti-Gay signs or chants would be allowed in
the convention hall.

The keynote speaker of the convention, a
long-time supporter of Log Cabin, and
speaker after speaker, came back to the theme
of tolerance and unity. Dole’s speech itself
made a point of attacking intolerance, and
Dole specifically asked those who were intol-
erant o leave the convention hall.

Finally, on the day after the convention
closed, the Dole campaign and the Republi-
can National Committee gave LCR a platform
at the RNC headquarters to tell LCR’s story
of its historic week in San Diego directly to
the media.

Because of the stark difference between the
tolerance and unity message of San Diego and
the intolerance and cultural war message of
Houston, the executive board of LCR voted to
endorse Dole’s candidacy and recommended
that the voting delegates to the national con-
vention cast their mail-in ballots accordingly.
The delegates followed suit by more than a 3-
1 margin.

While other Gay organizations have con-
demned Dole’s record on Gay issues and en-
dorsed Clinton instead, LCR members re-
member that Clinton’s record on Gay issues
has been one of broken promises and lip
service, including his reneging on his promise
to end the ban against Gays in the military,
his announcement that he would sign the De-
fense of Marriage Act into law, and his deci-
sion to endorse the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act only when it was time for
him (o run for re-election.

Dole, on the other hand, has an excellent
record on AIDS issues, and was instrumental
in shepherding the Ryan White Care Act re-
authorization through the Senate despite Sen.
Helms’s “hold” on the bill.

He also voted in favor of an amendment by
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum to gut the "no promo
homo” amendment Sen. Helms had attached
to the bill.

While Dole has not yet embraced a bill
banning discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation, he has consistently and publicly
denounced discrimination against Lesbians
and Gays, and has signed a pledge not to dis-
criminate in his office.

But LCR members support Dole for more
important reasons. They know that Dole ac-
tually means it when he says he is against big
government. Dole is truly committed to bal-
ancing the budget and ending the budget defi-
cits which are saddling our youth with un-
manageable debt.

Clinton has vetoed every plan to balance the
budget which has come to his desk, and his
method of balancing the budget has always
been to raise taxes, despite his rhetoric during
campalgn years. i

LCR members know that Clinton vetoed

welfare reform twice, and only supported it
this year because it is an election year, while
Dole has supported it all along.

L.CR members know that Clinton will work
to destroy meaningful welfare reform if he is
re-elected. Clinton, who is in the pocket of
the teacher’s union, opposes school choice,
while Dole understands that the only way to
save our educational system is to introduce
competition and allow low-income families
the same opportunity to send their children to
better schools that Bill Clinton and Ted Ken-
nedy have.

But most of all, LCR members know that
Dole will cut everyone’s taxes by 15%, thus
stimulating the economy and putting our
money back where it belongs: in our pockets.
For these reasons, LCR members have en-
dorsed Dole’s candidacy for President.

“Hands Around The
Capitol” To Remember
Those We Have Lost
to AIDS

Washington, DC—Using the October dis-
play of the 45,000-panel AIDS Memorial
Quilt as a backdrop, thousands of family
members, friends and lovers of those claimed
by the AIDS epidemic will join hands around
the US Capitol from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., Satur-
day, October 12, in a dramatic expression of
solidarity and commitment to ending the
AIDS crisis.

The AIDS Memorial Quilt is being shown
in Washington in its entirety that weekend. It
will be displayed on the Mall, stretching from
the Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial, a dis-
tance of one measured mile.

While portions of the Quilt will continue to
be shown around the country, this is in all
probability, the last time that the Quilt will be
displayed in full.

The October 12 weekend has been chosen
for the display to coincide with the Presiden-
tial election, pointing up the importance of
the struggle against AIDS.

Organized by the AIDS Action Council,
Mothers® Voices and Gay Men’s Health Cri-
sis Action, “Hands Around the Capitol” will
be a human chain of “concern and remem-
brance for the 320,000 American lives al-
ready claimed by the epidemic, and a re-
minder to our elected officials that we re-
member, we care, and we vote,” said Fred
Miller, AIDS Action Council’s interim ex-
ecutive director.

“Hands Around the Capitol demonstrates
the need for the AIDS community to ac-
knowledge the political realities of 1996 and
beyond,” said Michael T. Isbell of Gay Men’s
Health Crisis Action. “Our elected officials
continue 1o make decisions which dramati-
cally affect the lives of people living with
HIV and AIDS. As people who have been
touched by the epidemic, it is our responsi-
bility to join hands and make our voices
heard.”

Over 10,000 people will assemble on the

" West Terrace of the Capitol building at 1:30

p-m. on October 12, for a celebrity kickofT be-
fore they march around the building and join
hands. Armed only with their voices and the
intention to cast their ballots this November
in remembrance of loved ones who have suc-
cumbed to AIDS, the participants will de-
mand that their leaders in Washington fight to
end an epidemic that has claimed over
320,000 lives and threatens hundreds of thou-
sands more.
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SUSAN GUERRO AND DAN FONS

Time to Pause and Say a Fond Farewell to
Those Who Are Moving On

By Terry Boughner

I believe in Heaven. I have a few “minor”
questions about how one gets there, but I be-
lieve in it.

For reasons buried in my personality, I be-
lieve that Heaven is a place where there will
be no change, a place where we will never
have to stand in a doorway and wave good by
to old and valued friends.

But this isn’t Heaven, is it? So they tell me,
anyway, and I must do what I dislike most. I
must wave and say good by,

Susan Guerrero, Doug Nelson’s secretary at
the Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP) is leav-
ing to take up a new and wonderful job in St.
Paul. It is good for here, but 1 will miss her
and many, many others will as well.

I know the people, young and old, who
would find their way to her desk. They had
troubles, they were down, but Susan would
set and listen with all the compassion in her
large heart. -

Afterward, she would cry sometimes. I
know. She told me.

Susan is one of those incredibly decent
people who go out of their way to help oth-
ers—above and beyond, as they say. You
need some last minute touches before opening
up the house to a tour, Susan came in the
early a.m. to push a sweeper about.

Has it been a rough day? She has a lot bet-
ter things to do than to listen, but listen she
always did, patiently, and with a kind and

Rep. Baldwin Briefs
LAMM On Same Sex
Marriage Bills

Milwaukee—Lesbians, Gay men, and their
supporters were briefed on Lesbian/Gay mar-
riage, and other pro-active queer initiatives, by
openly Lesbian State Representative Tammy
Baldwin (D-Madison) at a September 24 forum
sponsored by the Lesbian Alliance of Metro
Milwaukee (LAMM).

Nationwide, Lesbians and Gay men had re-
cently seen passage by an overwhelming major-
ity of a federal bill restricting marriage to those
of the opposite sex, commonly referred to as the
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). They had
also seen the defeat of a federal non-
discrimination act (ENDA) that would have pro-
hibited discrimination in employment on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation.

Wisconsin passed a bill prohibiting discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orientation in em-
ployment, housing and public accommodations,
in 1982,

“I am angry,” Baldwin said, “at the coward-
ice in many of the Washington votes.”

Efforts to introduce a Wisconsin bill to re-
strict marriage to those of the opposite sex have
up to this point been limited. One, initiated by a
moderate Republican, was withdrawn, Baldwin
said, when opposition poured in from through-
out the state, Another, supported by the Wis-
consin Christian Coalition (WCU) and others of
the extremist right, did not get to a vote in the
last session. But, Baldwin said, she expects the
hill to be introduced again at the next session, in
January.

Baldwin has her own pro-active Lesbian/Gay
marriage legislation, to be introduced i the
January session as an accompanying counter-
measure. Noting that we have come out as indi-
viduals but not as families, Baldwin urged that
webemdytocomeuutasLﬁbianandGay
families, “This will be the time,” she says,
“when we will need our activism.”

Making use of various photo-ops, and a queer
poster family campaign, could be effective
strategies, Baldwin noted in responding to a
question on appropriate publicity. “We need to
be confident of our timing, though,” she added,
asking that media build-up of the campaign not
be out of sync with the legislative agenda.

In speaking to the future of Lesbian and Gay
marriage activism in Wisconsin, Baldwin said,
“There is no deferring on this issue.”

cheery word at the end.

I know that in St. Paul, a wonderful new
opportunity awaits her, but very selfishly, I
wish she weren’t going. I will miss her.

Ross and Robert

- On Wednesday, September 4%, many of
Ross Draegert’s and Dr. Robert Starshak’s
friends gathered for a farewell dinner in the
banquet room of the M&M Club. The food
was delectable, the speeches were warm and
full of heart-felt emotion, but underlying it all
was the regret that Ross and Robert are leav-
ing Milwaukee.

They're going to live out east, in Washing-
ton Irving country, along the fabled, ghost-
ridden hills that is Hudson River country.
Splendid new opportunities await them, but it
is hard to see them go.

So many, many times, Ross and Robert
have opened their beautiful home as a setting
for fundraisers and receptions for the Cream
City Foundation and others.

Further, they have been generous in other
ways as well, far, far beyond what is or ever
will be generally known.

One steamy early evening in August, some
of their friends gathered at their home, unbe-
knownst to them. They were out east. We
were there to have a group photo taken, a gift
that was given to them at the dinner.

After the picture was taken, I went out into
the broad lawn. There was an rope swing
there, the kind I remember as a kid. I could
not resist giving myself a ride.

The air was hazy. All was still. Mother
Michigan beneath the cliff seemed to be
asleep.

I thought about all that Ross and Robert
have done for our community—and I'm grate-
ful, don’t get me wrong. But I thought then
that what I'll remember most about them is
Ross's impish humor and Robert’s wry way
of lookjné at things in a manner as gracious
as the 18" Century furnishings that adorn his
and Ross’s home.

I will remember, too, that after over 25
years of partnered life together, it is still ob-
vious that they are so very much in love. It’s
the kind that says, “You are the single most
important human fact in my life. Above you
there can be no other.” Perhaps that's why
they can be so giving of themselves. Only
love, true love, can allow their kind of un-
selfishness to happen, I think.

Dan Fons

Dan Fons is leaving Milwaukee to live in
San Francisco. Like the others, new opportu-
nities await, but like the others, he will be
sorely missed.

Always charming, and seemingly shy, Dan
has long been an activist in our community.
The cable TV show that he co-hosted and co-

ced has been one of the main vehicles in
educating the broader community about us.
But more than that, it reaches out to Lesbians,
Bisexuals and Gay men, saying to them, in ef-
fect, “We're here for you. You're okay.” I
only wish there’d been something like that
when I was young. _

Dan’s work with ACT UP has been con-
stant over the years, He, along with others in
the group stood year afler year, handing out
condoms on the school house steps. That took
courage, but it also took a desire to save hu-
man lives. Dan will never know, no one will
ever know, how many lives he saved by his
courage, but quantity doesn’t matter. We all
have reason to be grateful to him for caring
when a lot of big wigs did not.

Some activists are strident. Dan is not. He -

is graced by a shy, self-effacing humor that is
gentle to behold. That is what I will remem-
ber most about him—and what I will miss.

Susan, Ross and Robert, and Dan are leav-
ing Milwaukee to expand their lives. For that
reason, we wish them all the best. But in go-
ing, they should all know that they have
friends here who will be thinking about them
as we thank them for all they've done,

Yes, I am happy for them, but no, I do not
like change.
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A 16 Year-Old Gay Youth Talks About
Women, Religion and Sex

By Allen

After living in the same house for eleven
years, (all of my life), I wasn't all too enthusi-
astic about moving to an entirely new city.
This was because I knew that in this new
"_cultu.r_*e", I would have to create new rela-
tionships, re-attain a reputation of honesty
and intelligence, and enter the teen years in
an unknown, therefore, uncomfortable envi-
ronment.

In recollection, | wonder if T had any idea
how hard being a Gay teen was really going
to be. Let me tell you right now that I always
knew I was Gay. I was never attracted to
girls, but as early as the third grade, I found
myself interested in experimentation with the
guys.

The guys eventually outgrew this experi-
mentation with the same sex, (which is what
psychologists say it sexually normal), but I
was perfectly content with touching and lov-
ing the male body. Nonetheless, I was only a
pre-adolescent child, and although I had sex-
ual urges, they are nothing like that which I
experience now.

In the seventh grade, as | searched so hard
to find my identity as a person, and my place
in the world, my eyes fell upon David.

His innocent face, slender, yet masculine
body, led to an instant attraction. His dark
green eyes, long eye-lashes, jock-like buzz,
and tanned skin led to an instant attraction.
His smooth and casual walk, mid-deep voice,
and fashion awareness led to an instant at-
traction, This attraction has followed me
though the years, as I have followed the go-
ing-on's of David's life.

I've never talked to him, although | have
talked to all of his friends. I have never seen
him look at me. As far as his mind goes, we
are complete and utter strangers. But [ love
him so much, I want him so badly.

On occasion, I lie in bed and sob about my
situation. My mother has raised me to be like
herself: intelligent, strong, and not the "woe-
is-me" type. This is why I feel so foolish sob-
bing, but it hurts gravely. And on occasion,
the pain wells up beyond my heart's iron cur-
tain and unleashes itselfl

I'd say that about ten people know I'm Gay.
Maybe five to ten more have a glimmering,
but they probably wouldn't say yes if it were
in a test question. To emphasize this point,
(please take this in the most non-egotistical
way), let me explain that I am a relatively
popular person. When people walk with me,
they joke that I must be God, since everybody
seems to know me. It isnt unusual for me to
say hi to twenty or so people as I walk to
class.

That is ten people, in my seven to eight
hundred person spectrum, that know the
truth. Nobody in my family knows. They
haven't the slightest idea. I mean, 1 have had
five girlfriends in my lifetime, and go on
dates on the weekends, (ironically, most of
the dates are with girls who know I'm Gay).

Of the ten, only two are guys. Most of the
guys | know are repulsed when they hear that
[ am Gay. As a matter of fact, one of my best
friends is dumping me because I finally
cleared up the fuzzy question of whether or
not I was Gay. (I suppose showing him a CD-
ROM of Gay porno might not have been the
best way to tell him, but he needed to get a
firm impression of the truth.)

Girls, on the other hand, tend to be more
accepting of my homosexuality. The exact
cause of this phenomena I haven't determined.
Perhaps it is the maternal and understanding
side of women that is replaced by barbarian-
ism and violence in men. Still, there are some
girls who find my homosexuality just as dis-
gusting as most of my male peers.

I recall a time when I was walking with a
friend of mine who knows that 'm Gay. One
of her friends came up and joined the conver-
sation. Not thinking, I continued to diseuss
things that a "normal” guy wouldn't. Like
what the cute guys were wearing, or who I
really want to get in bed with, etc.

When the girl realized this, she started
taunting me about my deformed attribute, Her
entire demeanor changed, and I felt an instant
humiliation for who 1 was. God, 1 wish I
would have said something in defense to her.
But, I didn't. I should never have to feel bad
about who I am. Isn't that what all the overly-
positive people say?

Well, I did. I felt really bad. It not only ru-
ined my day, but this girl continues to act re-
pulsed by me every time I see her. In present,
I have made a few come-backs which have
realigned my self-esteem, but that day can
never be re-appropriated.

Sometimes, as I lie in bed and sob, I won-
der why I continue the lies.

"Why not just come out of the closet?" I
have asked myself. Life is so bleak for me,
and my once optimistic outlook has shrunk to

cynical pessimism. I've practically deleted any

religious beliefs I once had, due to the cyni-
cism, and I rarely see a purpose for human
soci_aiimAftﬂ'all,wheninpublic,l,lmthe
;;lr;lght, normal, jock-resembling feen-age

One thing I don't regret about being Gay is
that | can't imagine loving anything but the
male body. It is so inexplicably gorgeous!
From muscles, to dimples, to stubble, to body
hair, to tattoos, to pierces, to the way clothes
fall on the chest and butt, and yes, I can't
leave out the crotch. Us Gay men get to util-
ize these wonderful tools with which we have
been endowed in the most beautiful ways,
(beautiful to me, that is).

Women, on the other hand, have what?
Nothing. Perhaps breasts, but you can't very
well have sex with a breast like you can with
a penis,

And having two penises in a sexual rela-
tionship, seems so much more natural and ex-
citing than the bland heterosexual use of only
one. I guess that's why I'm homosexual and
not heterosexual.

My biggest problem with being Gay is re-
ligion. | was a very serious religionist up until
about my teens. Then, as my hormones raged,
and little "Gay" cells pounded at every wall of
my body and soul, things in my church
stopped making sense. I wanted to know why
being Gay, a justifiable orientation, was so
evil. There was no answer.

I prayed about it, there was no answer.

During my religious studies, instead of
growing closer to my religion, I was pushed
away by its beliefs. Bit by bit, I laid the
groundwork for the values that felt right to
me, not evil or sin-like, and as I turned
around to see where [ had gone, my religion
and myself had gone in radically different di-
rections. Today, 1 don't want to be an atheist,
but an on-edge type with my own religion. It
has answered enough guestions about where
I'm from, why Pm here, and where I'm going,
that I don't feel like dropping it altogether.
Nonetheless, | have a hard time taking any
scriptural or authoritatively-given lessons
with more than a pinch of salt.

Sometimes I want to be Gay. Other times, I
just wish I could be part of the crowd that has
unknowingly hated, abused, and neglected me
all of my sexual life. My parents, who if they
knew would be in denial, would say I still
haven't found my sexual identity. And that 1
was just ending the experimentation stage at a
later age.

Experimentation normally ends around
seven—I'm sixteen. Maybe psychologists
would validate their assumptions with wordy
scientific studies, but 1 know who I am.

I am Gay.

Wow, it feels so weird to say thal in any
situation other than murmurs or in my mind! [
am really Gay. I love men! [ want to have sex
with gorgeous, sweaty, god-like men! And
that's all right.

Frontiers
October Events

Oct. 11—7:30 p.m.—Dining out at “The

Flamingo," 636 State St.

Oct. 12—8:00 p.m.—The process of

“Coming Out.”

Oct. 16—7:30 p.m.—Film circle, Boys

in the Band.

Oct. 19—7:00 p.m.—Bridge for every-

one.

Oct. 26—6:00 p.m.—Annual Hal-

lowe'en dinner.

Oct. 29—7:30 p.m.—Man to Man Rap.
For locations of functions and mem-

bership information, please call David @

(608) 274-5959.

Tell
theBoss
You're
Takinga
L Hike

- Form a

team for
l ' Walktoberfest
this October.
1-800-254-WALK
1-800-254-9255 wiertol
http://www.diabetes.org .

Walkgoberfest
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For Gays and Lesbians, It’s Nothing More
Than the Trickle-Down Equality

WAITING OUR TURN
AT THE DEMOCRATIC FOUNTAIN

Commentary by John Kusch

Imagine that you are tied to a chair with
twine, gagged with nylons, and blindfolded.
You can't move, you can't talk, and
everything is dark. There is a gunman to
either side of you, and each has a loaded
revolver pressed to your head. The gunman
on your right says he’ll shoot you no matter
what, but if you behave, if you're very quiet
and don’t make a fuss, he might grant you a
few more moments of life.

The gunman on your left, however, says that
he will spare your life and set you free, but
there's one catch: first you give all your
money.

You have one decision to make: will you
deal with the gunman on the right or with the
gunman on the left? Die a certain death now
or later, or keep your life but lose your
money?

If you chose the gunman on the left, as most
people would, in those extreme circumstances
that would seem like a victory. Sure, he took
your money, but you're alive, aren’t you?

This is the sorry political situation we find
ourselves in as Gay and Lesbian Americans.
In our struggle to build lives, careers and
families, we are constantly on the defensive
against a public whose treatment of our
sexuality ranges from uncomfortable silence to
violent rejection to self-righteous
condemnation; and where acceptance, much
less tolerance, contains more lip service than
substance,

We find ourselves having to constantly
justify our own existence, battling the stigmas
of promiscuity, disease, pedophilia and
amorality that are heaped upon us, often by
ignorant people who can’t distinguish stigma
from fact. In this movement that is barely a
movement, in this fight for our dignity and,
essentially, our lives, it is no surprise that we
think we’re making progress.

Look at the headlines in the Gay press, and
how they scrabble for any indication that our
movement is politically viable. Read them
there, because you won't find them in the
straight press.

Clinton addresses the Human Rights
Campaign’s (HRC) OutVote ‘96, by
videotape, and HRC hails this supposedly
front-page event as a Presidential first, Then
again, George Stephanopolous did actually
show up in the flesh. Was Clinton sending us
a message, sending us someone who is
allegedly one of our own?

Log Cabin Republicans are allowed to exist,
without the GOP’s sanction and outside of the
Republican Convention; but despite the
GOP’s obvious snub against Log Cabin, their
mere existence seem to be reason for
optimism,

Maybe they're inspired by Steve Gunderson.
Maybe his reluctance to come out mirrors the
overall sluggishness of the Republican party.

Air Force Major Debra Meeks was acquitted
on charges of sodomy, thereby avoiding a
messy court martial and the possibility of
substantial time in the brig. Is this really a
victory for the Gay/Lesbian community? If
she is actually straight, her case merely ducks
the issue of Gays in the military. However, if
she is a Lesbian, it is a travesty, since it's not
the accusations per se that should be
challenged, but the military policy on Gays
and Lesbians itself.

This military policy shouldn’t be
sidestepped through contorted legal channels.
It should be fought, tooth and nail. It’s
amazing how excited we get over the tiniest
apparent gain. It’s even more amazing how
we find gains where they might not even exist.

Remember the trickle-down theory of
economics? Supposedly, if the people who
had the most money got to keep more of i,
they would invest in commerce that would
invigorate the economy, create jobs, and bring
plenty to all.

Well, it didn't really work out that way.
Not only did the rich stay that way, but when
they did invest, it was in companies that
stripped its workers of wages, job security,
health insurance, and union protection.
Whatever came down truly was a trickle.

Now think about our Gay and Lesbian

political leaders. They pander, on each side of
the imaginary political fence, to
Representatives and Senators, to secretaries
and aides, to power brokers and judges,
cutting  deals, nmaking compromises,
whispering and nudging — all to see if they
can’t just make it a little easier for us Queer
folk.

The people in power are, by and large,
straight, white, older men — the people who
created our problems in the first place. And
we're kissing their old, straight, white asses,
begging them to fix the problem they made.
Qur political maneuvering is based on the idea
that government has the power to hand down
justice and prevent discrimination. | call it the
trickle-down theory of equality.

We, as Gay and Lesbian Americans, are so
desperate to find any indication of our own
existence, that a nod in passing from the
President is headline news.

A Gay/Lesbian political convention without
a police raid is liberty. A Congressman or
White House staff member who comes out of
the closet is manna from heaven. There most
remote possibility that Jack Kemp 1s a
homosexual is a morsel we lunge for with our
tails wagging and our tongues dragging
behind.

Now, before the spears start flying, lel me
say this: things are better. It's easier for me to
be Gay in 1996 than it was in 1986. Maybe
that’s because in 1986, I was out of the closet
in a conservative High School with an
unsympathetic faculty,. Maybe it’s because
our political leaders have made some
progress. Maybe it’s because Harvey
Feierstein kept getting cast in movies. Maybe
it’s just because of Stonewall (that’s what a
lot of people would like us to believe).

But don’t allow yourself to be fooled by the
political forces in our country. We can’t say,
across the board, that the Republicans are our
enemies while the Demograts are our friends.

The Republicans would prefer that we shut
up, quit trying to shove our “immorality”
down their throats, and keep paying the taxes
they use against us.

The Democrats want our campaign
donations and our votes, but to say that
they've truly bought into Gay and Lesbian
liberation is ludicrous. They parrot our pro-
Gay rhetoric, but their pro-Gay stance isn’t
nearly sturdy enough.

Just think about how distorted our
perception of victory and defeat has become.
We talk about being tolerated and legitimized
instead of about being accepted and included.
We mostly shut up about “don’t ask, don’t
tell,” while thousands of military personnel
continue to live with it. We cringe at same-
sex marriage, not even being able to imagine
domestic partnership in most parts of the
country. I'm not even bringing up AIDS.

Politics might be a part of our movement
toward liberation, but political power is 90%
brute force, 10% ideology. Politicians tend,
over the long run, to accommodate the views
of the majority. They won't protect us from a
hostile majority for long, ENDA or no,

We need to shed ourselves of shame, to end
the protection racket we’ve set up with the
Democrats, and to reach out to the actual
American people.

We need to be out at home, at work, on the
street, with our families and friends, out to
God and everybody. No exceptions. If, at any
time, a Gay or Lesbian American is
uncomfortable being honest about their
sexuality, then our freedom is incomplete.

Until we can eamn the same privileges as
straight people, and until we enjoy the same
rights they take for granted, no victory is truly
a victory. Either we keep our eyes on the
prize and become free, or we keep our sighs
on Capitol Hill and become nothing but an
unpopular, protected class.

When your life is threatened, just to keep
breathing seems like a victory. Certainly,
without life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness are moot. However, imagine what
would happen if, instead of defending our
lives and liberties, we attacked those who
want to take them away. Imagine if, instead
of bargaining with robbers and pleading for
our lives, we managed o take their
ammunition away. V

Students to Join Greg Louganis in GLSTN’s
2nd Annual “Back-to-School” Campaign

Plans Made to Send Thousands of
Letters on Homophobia to Schools
New York City (August 28, 1996) — The
Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Teachers Network
(GLSTN) released its official Campaign
materials for its 2nd Annual Back-to-School
Campaign. Leading the Campaign in 1996
will be student heroes Kelli Peterson and
Jamie Nabommy, who will join GLSTN
Honorary Board member Greg Louganis as
spokespeople for the effort.
The Back-to-School Campaign, in which
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual adults and their
allies write back to their former schools and to

educational leaders demanding action to end
homophobia in schools, is an annual event
staged each September by GLSTN, the only
national organization specifically working to
end homophobia in K-12 schools.

“We're planning to dramatically increase
the scope and impact of the Back-to-School
Campaign this year,” said Kevin Jennings,
GLSTN’s Executive Director. “We've sel a
goal of sending a minimum of 5,000 letters,
and we are mapping out an aggressive strategy
to reach that goal.”

Jennings points out that all 42 local GLSTN
chapters are staging events to involve the
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community in the Campaign, and that over
50,000 households will be contacted via direct
mail to generate grass-roots involvement,

“In addition, we've garnered significant
support from both the mainstream education
establishment as well as from the
Lesbian/Gay community for the Campaign,”
said Jennings, citing Campaign endorsements
by groups as varied as the WNational
Association of Secondary School Principals,
the National Association of Pupil Services
Administrators, the National Organization for
Women (NOW), and Parents, Families, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).

Jennings also noted a public education
effort, featuring an advertising campaign
developed by the New York-based Rabid
Design Group that targets Gay/Lesbian
publications and will also be distributed as
posters for use in schools and the community.
“We're getting the word out in every way we
can,” said Jennings, “that bigotry in our
schools is wrong and needs to be ended
today.”

“If everyone who cared about Gay youth
would write one letter,” said Jamie Nabozny,
“it would save many Gay youth from going
through what I went through in high school.”
Nabozny attended public high school in
Ashland, Wisconsin, where he faced four
years of anti-Gay abuse.

About the experience, Nabozny said, “I
suffered through over four years of anti-Gay
violence. In 9th grade, for example, two boys
knocked me to the floor and urinated on me.
After that, whenever | walked around a
corner, [ never knew who would be there and
what they would do to me.”

Having received no support from school
administrators, Nabozny has filed the first-
ever federal suit on anti-Gay violence in
schools. Nabozny won an important victory in
his case in early August when the U.S. 7th
Circuit Court remanded the case to a lower
court which had found against Nabozny, with
instruction to reconsider the case as a
violation of Jamie’s right to equal protection.

Kelli Peterson, a 1996 graduate of East
High School in Salt Lake City, Utah, grabbed
national attention last winter when she
founded a Gay-Straight Student Alliance club
in her school.

Kelli was prompled by her own experience
of harassment as a Lesbian student.
“Freshman year, a group of girls in my gym
class started teasing me, saying things like,
“You're such a Queer. You even look like a

Now You Can Read

The Wisconsin Light
Online

Our Internet Address Is:

http://www.gayuniverse.com/news3. html

boy!™” said Peterson. “As I was pulling my
backpack on one day in the locker room, I was
pushed to the ground by someone who was
behind me. When [ hit the ground, they began
kicking me and screaming at me, ‘Dyke!" and
‘Faggot!™

Kelli’s club, based on the popular model
developed by GLSTN, sought to address this
kind of harassment. When Utah’s elected
officials found that they could not ban the club
from meeting under the Federal Equal Access
Law, the state legislature met in special
session and voted to ban all student clubs to
prevent the GSA from having the right to
meet.

“All students must be cared for in this place
where we are forced to be,” said Peterson,
“and GLSTN's work is helping make that
happen.” . o

“What happened to Kelli and Jamie is more
the norm than the exception,” said Kevin
Jennings, citing statistics that show that 80%
of Gay/Lesbian youth feel severely isolated at
school.

“It’s time we did something to make equal
opportunity a reality for our students.”
Jennings, a former high school history teacher,
went on to add “Every day we make them
pledge allegiance to ‘liberty and justice for
all.” Isn’t it time we kept our end of that
bargain for Lesbian and Gay students?”

For mroe information about GLSTN and the
Back-to-School Campaign, call (212) 727-
0135 or visit their website at
http://www.glstn.org/respect/. V
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Free Miller Lite, The Badgers and More!

The Badger Red Party At Manoeuvres

Attention all Badger fans! Are you
ready for a great game and a great
party? If so The Wisconsin Light in-
vites you tfo join your friends at our next
SpotLight Party to be held at Madison’s
Manoeuvres Bar. Watch with us as
our Badgers invade Ohio State at on
Saturday October 12th.

This party will be a red hot affair. It's
a Red Party, a Badger Red Party to be
exact..

This party marks the Madison debut
of our popular SpotLight Parties. And
we can't think of a better place to hold a
Badger Red party then Manoeuvres
which is located at 150 S. Blair St.

There will be free Miller Lite (the offi-
cial beer of our SpotlLight Parties) for
;veryona who comes wearing Badger

ed.

The nationally televised game staris

at 2:30, but the party will begin at 2:00.
Wisconsin - Ohio State games are usu-
ally great contests with no quarter being
offered on either side. This year should
be no exception. A tough game is ex-
pected for this key Big Ten match up.

We want all red blooded Badger fans
to be on hand to watch Wisconsin's fa-
vorite College team as it beats the tar
out of the hated Ohio State Buckeyes
that afternoon.

By the way we know that Ohio State
wears red (with that dreadful dingy
gray) too. So we are issuing fair warn-
ing to any Buckeye fans to stay away.

Manoeuvres General Manager, Char-
lie Wells, a former Mr. Wisconsin
Leather promises that he will personally
deal with any Ohio State fans "in a
most suitable manner." Hey that could
be even more exciting to watch than

A Room of One’s Own Marks Breast
Cancer Awareness Month in October

Madison—To commemorate Breast
Cancer Awareness Month in October,
filmmaker Judith Perkins will present her
video “Partners in Survival®" at A Room of
One's Own feminist bookstore on Thurs-
day, October 3, at 6:30 p.m.

“Partners in Survival" chronicles the
stories of eight women who are survivors
of breast cancer. The film seeks to instill
courage and hope in those women diag-
nosed with breast cancer.

On Friday, October 11, at 6:30 p.m., in-
vestigative journalist and community ac-
tivist Liane Clorfene-Casten will read
from her book Breast Cancer: Poisons,
Profits and Prevention.

In her book, Clorfene-Casten illustrates
how breast cancer is a multi-billion dollar
business with big benefits for large corpo-
rations like Monsanto, Dupont and
Westinghouse that make the chemicals
that create cancer and the drugs to treat
it. She includes a chapter on the political
program needed to regulate cancer-
causing pollution.

Other Events

On Friday, October 4, at 6:30 p.m.,
author Melanie Braverman will be on
hand to read from her first novel, East
Justice.

East Justice is the story of loss and
recovery in the American Midwest, the
tale of an lowa adolescence and of one
girl's search for her mother, a woman un-
dergoing an adolescence of her own.

A Massachusetts resident, Braverman

Broom Street
Theater Presents
"Irish Lesbian
Vampire"

Madison--She was the smartest and
most dangerous monster who ever lived.
She was the demon of all demons.
Broom Street Theater presents its Jdatest
production, Irish Lesbian Vampire, a
new play written and directed by Joel
Gersmann. Irish Lesbian Vampire, the
ultimate vampire story for all time, opens
8:00 p.m., Friday, September 20 at the
Broom Street Theater.

All shows of Irish Lesbian Vampire
are at 8:00 p.m. Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from September 20 through
October 27 (six week run) at the Broom
Street Theater Building, 1119 Williamson
Street, Madison. Tickets are $6.00 at the
door only (sorry, no reservations). Call
(608) 244-8338 for more information.

is a former bodywork therapist who has
published fiction and poetry in many
journals, including American Poetry Re-
view and American Voice.

Margaret Erhart

On Thursday, October 10, at 6:30 p.m.,
author Margaret Erhart will read from her
latest novel, Old Love, a saga of sexual
self-exploration, intimacy and the remak-
ing of the modern American family.

Watkins and Rothchild

On Thursday, October 17, at 6:30 p.m.,
authors Bonnie Watkins and Nina Roth-
child will read from their book, In the
Company of Women: Voices from the
Women's Movement.

With a forward by Gloria Steinem, In
the Company of Women is a collection
of compelling and funny personal ac-
counts told by a rich diversity of 83
women. They describe how they became
feminists and how the women's move-
ment changed forever the way they see
themselves and the world.

Roseann Lloyd

On Friday, October 25, at 6:30 p.m.,
Minnesota author Roseann Lloyd will
read from her new book of poems, War
Baby Express published by Holy Cow
Press.

War Baby Express is the story of fam-
ily violence, incest and survival.

The author of seven books, Lloyd also
writes drama and non-fiction. Other
books include: JourneyNotes: Writing
for Recovery and Spiritual Growth and
The House With Blind Glass Windows.

All events are free and open to the pub-
lic. A Room Of One's Own is located at
317 W. Johnson Street in Madison. Call
(608) 257-7888 for more information.

Night At the Races
Benefits SEWAP

The Southeast Wisconsin AIDS Project
(SEWAP) invites everyone to “Party With
The Puppies” on Thursday October 16 at
Dairyland Grey Hound Park in Kenosha.

A donation of $25.00 per person or $150 for
a table of six allows you to join in the excite-
ment. Your donation includes parking, club-
house admission, a buffet dinner, a racing
program and a raffle ticket to win one of 10
great prizes. Dinner is served from 6 to 7:30.
The races begin at 7:15.

All proceeds go to SEWAP, which provides
AIDS prevention and education services to
Kenosha, Racine and Walworth Counties.
SEWAP is a service agency of the Aids Re-
source Center of Wisconsin Inc. (ARCW).
ARCW,

the game.

In addition to the game and free Mil-
ler Lite, there will be some special sur-
prises for those on hand to cheer our
Badgers to victory.

At half time we will have a "Best Bad-
ger Fan" contest. Contestants will be
judged on their dress and a brief state-
ment on why they are Les/Bi/Gay Wis-
consin's biggest fan of our beloved
Badgers.

So put on your reddest clothes, bring
your thirst and get revved up to enjoy
an aftemoon of great football, Badger
football.

Join us and all your friends and to-
gether we'll make enough noise to be
heard at in Columbus, Ohio as we
cheer Bucky Badger onto victory.

It’s so lovely! The Fest City Singers entertained recently at Milwaukee's Mama Roux’s Bar. A comic sketch and a
group ensemble are shown above.

Broom Street
Needs Actors for
“NAZI BOY”

Madison--The Broom Street Theater
Company is seeking actors for its pro-
duction of NAZI BOY, The Story of the
First Skin Head.

The play takes place in Germany in the
1920's. Men and women may audition
from 7 PM to 8 PM, Monday and Tuesday
September 30 and October 1 at Broom
Street Theater, 1119 Williamson Street.

Call (608) 244-8338 for more informa-
tion.

And don't forget Broom Street's current
production, Irish Lesbian Vampire. Its
the story of the smartest and most dan-
gerous monster who éver lived (for four
centuries).

The play is performed at the Theater on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings at
8:00 through Sunday October 27. Tickets
are $6.00 at the door.

Wisconsin Cream City Chorus Begins

Fund Raising Drive

Milwaukee -- The Wisconsin Cream
City Chorus kicked off a fundraising drive
this month, asking local companies,
organizations and individuals to support
its goal of spreading the message of
diversity through song.

There are several avenues of financial
support open to interested persons.
These include sponsoring a chorus
member, underwriting concerts, com-
munity appearances or recordings, or
donating to the chorus' general operating
fund. Other financial needs include the
New Music Fund to purchase or
commission new music, and the
Keyboard Fund to purchase a quality
electronic keyboard for the chorus. Each
of these fulfills a vital role in the chorus'
quest to promote Gays and Lesbians
throughout the community.

The chorus expects to attract a number

of interested patrons, and is especially
hopeful because there are levels of need
suited to every budget. For example,
while our 10th Anniversary concert in July
will run about $2500, the customary fee
for a single outreach performance at a
LesBiGay or other event is only $200.
Those interested in sponsoring a
financially disadvantaged chorus member
can pay as little as $15 per operating
month; $150 supports a single member
for a whole year!

The chorus urges anyone interested in
making a sound investment in the
community to contact Matthew Pamperin,
chorus president, at (414) 344-9222.
Donations can also be sent, along with a
letter specifying the preferred use of
funds, to the Cream City Chorus, PO Box
1488, Milwaukee, W| 53201.

B i
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Comedy Central to Celebrate Coming
Out Day with ‘Out There’ Repeat

By Ed Karvoski, Jr.

New York--This National Coming Out
Day, October 11, will be celebrated on
cable's Comedy Central with an encore
presentation of Out There, the first-ever
Gay and Lesbian comedy special. With
Lea Delaria as host, the one-hour show
— produced by Trevor Hopkins and Juliet
Blake of the English Channel — was
taped in 1993 before a live audience at
the historic Great American Music Hall in
San Francisco. Staged on National
Coming Out Day, an annual event that
supports Gay men and Lesbians who
wish to take the next step in their coming-
out process, the airing of Out There to a
national television audience was a long
overdue step in the right direction for the
entertainment industry.

But was Middle America ready to
accept Gays and Lesbians on television
— this time telling the jokes rather than
being the butt of them? “Middle America
is having a hard time accepting short
division!” roared Del.aria in an interview
prior to the taping. “I think that if we had
waited for Middle America to be ready for
civil rights and for feminism, we'd still be
waiting,” she continued. “| think that in
some  ways, that argument is
;omophobic, and it's time to get past

at.”

Since the initial airing, most of the Qut
There alumni have gone on to do other
television appearances. During the 1994-
1995 season, millions of viewers across
the country were introduced to Delaria
via her guest spots on Matlock, The
John Larroquette Show, and Saved By
The Bell. Additionally, the self-described
“bad girl of Lesbian comedy” guested this
past season on the much-talked-about
same-sex wedding episode of Friends.

Months after their appearances on Out
There, comics Bob Smith and Suzanne
Westenhoefer each starred in their own
HBO comedy special. Westenhoefer was
nominated for a Cable Ace Award in the
“Best Comedy Special® category.
Furthermore, Smith landed perhaps the
most coveted gig for any stand up — a
spot on The Tonight Show.

“They asked me if | wanted to be
announced as a Gay comedian, and |
didn't," Smith noted in an interview
following his Tonight Show stint. “The
term ‘Gay comic’ doesn't bother me, but
in an intro I'd rather not. You don’t hear
other comics introduced as a ‘black
comic’ or a 'Jewish comic.”™ Furthermore
he notes, “Part of the fun of my act is for
me to tell people I'm Gay."

Funny Outing

Watching Out There, it's evident that
all of the performers are elated as they
come out to a national TV audience.
Donning a conservative man's suit with a
peek of a lacy bra undemeath, Lea
Delaria masterfully handles the MC
duties with her inimitable in-your-face
delivery. “It's not that | don't like
penlses. she asserts. “| just don't like
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them on men!"

A funny thing happened to Delaria on
the way to San Francisco for the taping.
“| just flew over from London,” she says,
“and Miss Flight Attendant — of course, it
was a man — comes up to me with his
little cart, and he looks me right in the
face and says, ‘Whadda ya have, young
man?” Indignantly, DelLaria shrieks her
response: “A vagina! | have a vaginal”

Tall, dark and hilarious, Bob Smith
shares his coming-out experiences. ‘|
came out to my family after college,” he
says. “| made my carefully worded
announcement at Thanksgiving. | said,
‘Mom, would you please pass the gravy
to a homosexual?' She passed it fo my
father. A terrible scene followed.”

Suzanne Westenhoefer comes out
swinging humorous jabs at a particular
comedy club manager. “There was this
one club in New York that didn't want to
have anything to do with me,” she relates.
“| auditioned there three times and | did
really well. But don't you know that little
worm of a manager came up to me and
said, "You were really good, but | don’t
think we can use you, because we groom
our people for TV, and |' dont think
there'll ever be Lesbians on TV." I'm like,
‘No Lesbians on TV? What about
Wimbledon?!™

The show's line-up also includes Mark
Davis, Marga Gomez, sketch trio Pomo
Afro Homo, drag diva Joan Jett Blakk,
singer Phranc, and openly HIV-positive
comic Steve Moore.

Moore enjoyed a flood of attention
immediately following his Out There
appearance. Featured on Entertainment
Tonight, he joked, “Imagine my parents
when | had to explain to them that we're
Haitian!" On A&E's An Evening at The
Improv, he quipped, “People are always
saying, ‘| can't believe you've been
exposed to the AIDS virus. You've never
looked better.” | figure, hell, pretty soon
I'll be drop-dead gorgeous!" And he
managed to deliver his schtick on
Rolonda after the hostess introduced him
as “death defying.”

A good number of television viewers
were game for the ‘93 airing of the Gay
and Lesbian laugh fest — and, as we all
know, numbers is the name of the game
in the television industry. According to
Comedy Central, Out There attracted
double the usual number of viewers for
that time slot.

Finally, it has been proven that there is,
indeed, a sizeable TV audience for Gay
and Lesbian entertainment. Remarks
Delaria: “And if you ask me, it's about
time!”

Out There will air on Comedy Central
on October 11, 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.,
Eastern and Pacific; 10:00 a.m. and 2:00
p.m., Central; and 9:00 a.m. and 1:00
p.m., Mountain.

Ed Karvoski, Jr., is the author of the
fgnhcoming book A Funny Time to Be
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Latina Lesbian
Author Achy
Obejas to Read
at AfterWords

Milwaukee--AfterWords is pleased to
bring to Milwaukee Latina Lesbian writer
Achy Obejas who will read from her new
novel, Memory Mambo (Cleis Press Pb
$12.95) on Saturday, October 19th at
7:00pm.

Ms. Obejas is a widely published fiction
writer, journalist and poet. Her first col-
lection of short stories, We Came All the
Way From Cuba So You Could Dress
Like This? was published by Cleis Press
in 1994 and the book has been a Lambda
Rising and AfterWords Bookstore best-
seller. 3

Memory Mambo features heroine
Juani Casas, a woman obsessed with
memory. Having escaped from Cuba
with her irresistibly imperfect family,

Auditions to be
Held for Movie,
‘Dark of The Night’

Milwaukee—Brandon Marsh Enter-
tainment announces auditions for a new
venture, “Dark of the Night." Auditions will
be held for both Iead roles and secondary
roles on October 12", between 1:00 and
6:00 p.m. at 316 N. Milwaukee Street,
suite 520, in Milwaukee. “Dark of the
Night” follows a group of vampires
through 600 years to a small town in
Wisconsin, in the present and future.

The cast will consist of seven lead
roles, four secondary roles and numerous
extras in various time periods. We are
presently looking for four males, ages 18
to 30; one male, age 40 to 60; one fe-
male, age 20 to 30; and one female, age
25 to 35.

The shooting of this project will take
place between November, 1996 and April,
1997 and is to premiere in May, 1997.
There will be three calls for extras
through the year about three weeks prior
to each shoot.

If you would like to be considered for
the extra call list or wish more informa-
tion, call Brandon Marsh Entertainment at
(414) 298-9598.

THE SPOTLIGHT _

ACHY OBEJAS
Juani is determined to extracting the truth
of her life and her family history from the
nostalgic mythology of their exile. Juani
is a twenty-four-year-old Lesbian faced
with and struggling against the violence,
desire and meaning of love.

Achy Obejas was bom in Havana, Cuba
and has ended up in Chicago, a familiar
figure in the city's Gay and Lesbian
community. Currently, Ms. Obejas is the
cultural affairs writer for the Chicago
Tribune.

Ms. Obejas' appearance is free and
open to the public. For further informa-
tion, please call (414) 963-9089.

New Books at
AfterWords:

Non-Fiction

Farm Boys: Lives of Gay Men from
the Rural Midwest by Will Fellows;
University of Wisconsin Press HC
$27.50 :

The Intimacy Dance: A Guide to
Long-term Success in Gay and Les-
bian Relationships by Betty Berzon;
Dutton HC $24.95

Lesbian Fiction
Liberty Square: A Kate Delafield
Mystery by Katherine Forrest; Berkeley
HC $21.95
The Death of Friends by Michael

Nava; Putnam HC $22.95

" Two October Events of Gay |
Interest at Borders Book Shop

at 7:30 p.m.

thought-provoking novel,

" George Mosse
discusses

The Image of Man:
The Creation of
Modern Masculinity
Thursday, October 17
at 7:30 p.m.

This most recent book from esteemed
University of Wisconsin-Madison
professor George Mosse examines

historical cults of masculinity - what

was exalted and what was denigrated.
This should prove to be a quite

interesting talk: Professor Mosse is a

very highly regarded scholar.

B J.S. Marcus reads from
The Captain's Fire: A Novel
Thursday, October 3

The Captain's Fire is an unsettling and
innovative novel about a young man ~ Jewish,
American, bisexual - living in Berlin just after the

Wall has come down. This is a haunting and

BORDERS

:

BOOK SHOP & CAFE

| drawing by Rick Oehiing, - -

3416 UNIVERSITY AVE. MADISON, WI 53705 PH (608) 232-2600 ’
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Is Madison Avenue Ready For an Openly
Lesbian Character on Prime Time TV?

New York--Madison Avenue is staying
tuned to Ellen" these days as the ABC
sitcom begins dropping hints its fitle
character may be a Lesbian.

Advertising buyers say some sponsors
may avoid the show if Ellen comes out of
the closet, but they suspect ABC could
find others to step in. The reaction, they
say, depends on how the issue is han-
dled.

If Ellen gets a girlfriend and ""the two of
them are going to the zoo together, it's
not a problem," said Paul Schulman, who
specializes in buying network advertising
time. “If they are in bed together, it's a
problem."

The series has become the television
season's hottest topic of conversation
since TV Guide reported in the third week
in September that the lead character,
played by Ellen DeGeneres, might come
out as a Lesbian this season.

While Gay characters have been tum-
ing up more frequently in supporting roles
on TV, no network show has ever had a
Lesbian or Gay male central character.

The Walt Disney Co., which produces
the series and owns ABC, has refused to
comment on the report. But the season's
opening episode on Wednesday night,
September 18, heightened speculation
that the series may be headed in that di-
rection.

In the episode's opening scene, Ellen
Morgan, having just woken up and look-
ing frowsy in her robe, serenades herself
in the bathroom mirror: | feel pretty, |
feel pretty, | feel pretty and witty and _
whereupon she dips her toothbrush under
the faucet, only to discover there's no
water. Instead of completing the lyric as
written _ "Gay"_ she says, ~"Hey!"

Later in the show, a real estate agent
showing Ellen and a friend slides of new
homes holds a girl doll against the screen
and says, "Just think, Ellen, this could be
you, walking up to your new home." Then
the agent produces a boy doll, and says:
“*And here's your husband coming home
from work."

“Oh, | think that puppet's in the wrong
show," Ellen replies.

The show finished second in its 8 p.m.
time slot in the national ratings with an
8.9 rating compared with 10.8 for “"The
Nanny" on CBS and 7.8 for “"Wings" on

We Hate to

BRAG but we
have a REALLY

BIG DECK

Come See It...
Hang Out!!!

“Yu Soila

FINE MEXICAN
CUISINE

7 DAYS A WEEK
734 South 5th Street

645-9888

Corner of 5th & National, across
from the Milwaukee Ballet

NBC. Overnight ratings from big markets
released earlier had “Ellen" narrowly
ahead. A national ratings point is equal to
870,000 TV homes.

ABC said there have been no defec-
tions among advertisers since the TV
Guide report.

Among the show's advertisers in the
New York area are Microsoft, Intel, Sears,
J.C. Penney, Toyota, Nabisco and Gen-
eral Mills.

J.C. Penney and Toyota said they
would await developments before decid-
ing if they should change their plans.
Pepsi-Cola and Coca-Cola _ each sched-
uled to advertise on the show later in the
year _ released similar statements.

Spokesmen for both Microsoft and Intel
said they would continue their advertising

regardless of the plot developments.

The Rev. Donald Wildmon, an extrem-
ist Christian and a frequent critic of sex
and violence on television and head of
the Far Right American Family Associa-
tion, said it would be a “troubling mo-
ment in network programming" if the lead
character were revealed to be homosex-
ual.

Wildmon threatened to organize a boy-
cott of the show's advertisers if it hap-
pens. He said those advertisers that stay
with “Ellen" will “reveal their true alle-
giances to themes which gnaw at tradi-
tional family values.”

But Gene DeWitt, who heads his own
media buying service, said companies
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I of the Gay community and pursue that
audience.

I wonder if, except for a few overly
sensitive advertisers, whether it really is
an issue,” he said.

John Lazarus, who heads network ad
buying at Bozell's BJK&E Media Group,
said the discussion about ""Ellen" re-
minds him of the controversy that sur-
rounded “"NYPD Blue," which debuted a
few years ago promising to stretch televi-
sion's boundaries with nudity and rough
talk.

Lazarus said that the program had a
hard time attracting advertisers but that
the controversy has quieted, and "“most
advertisers have no problem with that
show now."

Jon Mandel, who heads network broad-
cast buying for Grey Advertising, said an
openly Gay lead character may drive
““one or two" advertisers away.

If being a Lesbian becomes the primary
focus of the show, he said, that could turn
off advertisers. But if the character
“happens to be Gay just like she hap-
pens to have blonde hair, that would not
be a problem."

Writing Workshop
to Be Held at
Booked For Murder
in Madison

Madison—Novelists Ellen Hart and
R.D. Zimmerman will present a writing
workshop at Booked For Murder, Ltd., on
Saturday afternoon, September 28", at

2:00 p.m. They will discuss writing, mar-
keting and the publishing scene today.
Their books are published by Dell, Bal-
lantine, Morrow, Zebra, and Seal Press.
Lively, interesting and informative, their
presentation will be of interest to many
local writers.

Hart is the author of two mystery series,
the first featuring Lesbian sleuth Jane
Lawless and her friend Cordelia Thomn,
and a second series starring food critic
and amateur detective Sophie Greenway.

Hart is the author of eight novels. In her
latest, Robber's Wine, Jane and Corde-
lia are vacationing in a lakeshore com-
munity where they had planned to escape
summer in the city and also to visit with
an old friend. A mysterious death in the
town’s most prominent family puts and
end to their hopes of a peaceful getaway.

Edgar-nominee R.D. Zimmerman,
author of ten novels, including a series
based on forensic hypnosis, has written
two books featuring television journalist
Todd Mills.

In Closet, Mills is forced to confront the
publicity surrounding the murder of his
Gay lover and the revelation of the double
life he had spent twenty years concealing.

In Tribe, Zimmerman’s latest book,
Mills, in attempting to help an old friend,
is drawn into a nightmare surrounding a
dangerous cult.

Prominent authors of Gay and Lesbian
fiction, Hart's and Zimmerman's excellent
mystery novels are enjoyed by the entire
mystery reading public.

For more information, please call (608)
238-2701.

Booked For Murder, Lid., is located At
2701 University Avenue in Madison.
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The Harbor Ligh’cs Ballroom
is VERY PRIVATE, has a
breathtalzing view of the lake
and is very elegant.
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event

October 26, 1996, 8pm
Transit Center Harbor Lig’}lts Ballroom

(Part of O'Donnell Park, downtown on the lakefront)
Beer, wine, mixed drinks & non-alcoholic drinks served.

Wear a costume or come as you are. Professional DJ.
Prizes for scariest, most original and best group costumes.

How To Find It: The Transit Center
Building is on the southwest corner of Lake
Drive and Michigan Street. Take the escalator
up oﬁe level to the Harbor Liglits Ballroom.
Follow the orange and black balloons!
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Hey we were framed! Robin, Jim and Joe ham it up for our photographer at the Mama Roux AIDS Walk

Rummage Sale held at the bar on Saturday September 21.

The sale brought together many of Mama Roux's

customers who donated and volunteered their ime to help. The proceeds of nearly $500 were added to Mama

Roux's AIDS Walk Wisconsin Total.

New Film to Bring Education About Gay
and Lesbian people into the Classroom

Madison--Should teachers talk with
their elementary and middie school
students about Gay people? “As one of
the principals in our film says, ‘It should
be mandatory’,” says Academy Award-
winning film make Debra Chasnoff,
whose documentary, It's Elementary,
shows what happens when teachers
address Gay issues in the classroom.

It's Elementary makes a compelling
case that children should be taught to
respect all people, including Lesbians and
Gay men, as part ofdheir early education.
At its heart is incredibly inspiring footage
of elementary and middle school
classrooms where teachers are finding
appropriate, creative ways to confront
anti-Gay prejudice and counter Gay
invisibility.

“What we found is that by third grade
almost all children have already been

exposed fo information about Gay
people,” said Chasnoff. “Unfortunately
most of it is misinformation. The

teachers, adminis-trators, and parents
involved in It's Elementary all have come
to believe that if schools are serious about
preparing students for the diversity in our
communities, preventing violence, and
fostering equality between girls and boys,
then they have to address Gay issues.”
The world premiere of It's Elementary
took place in San Francisco on June §,
1996. The film went on to win “Best
Documentary” at the San Francisco Gay
and Lesbian Film Festival. There will be
a national journalists’ preview at the
National Lesbian and Gay Joumnalists
Association conference in Miami on

September 6. Regional premieres will
take place in New York City, Boston, Los
Angeles, Washington D.C. and more than
30 other cities in the fall.

Press for the film has been flooding in.
The San Francisco Examiner says, “[It's
Elementary] could become one of the
most important films ever devoted to Gay
and Lesbian issues" and the L.A. Reader
described it as “funny, touching, and
fascinating!”

Gays, Lesbians, and Allies for Diversity
in Education (GLADE) and Gay, Lesbian
and Straight Teachers Network (GLSTN)

will present the premiere of It's
Elementary in Madison on Tuesday,
October 22, 1996 at the Barrymore

Theater, 2090 Atwood Avenue, starting at
7:00 p.m. A short program will precede
the 80-minute film, which features
teachers and students from Madison's
Hawthorne Elementary School.

A reception in the lobby of
Barrymore will follow the film.

Tickets ($10, $5 for students) will go on
sale at the Barrymore outlets (The
Exclusive Company on State Street, The
Exclusive Company in the High Point
Centre, Magic Mill on University Avenue,
Star Liquor on Willlamson Street, and
Green Earth next door to the Barrymore)
and at A Room of One's Own Bookstore
on September 19, 1996,

Proceeds from the premiere will help
fund distribution of the film and the
GLSTN scholarship fund for high school
students. For more information call (608)
233-1846. V

the

Baby Jane Hudson (left) and Sasha Mitchell performed during Jane's 10* anmual 29® Birthday party held at La
Lage on Sunday September 15. As usual Jane had hermouth open for most of the event.
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If You Like TV Sitcoms, ‘First Wives
Club’ is the Movie For You

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn is known to simply adore televi-
sion sit-coms. Glenn has been known to
spend hours happily re-living his happy
childhood (all repressed memories hap-
pily still repressed, thank you very much)
watching Nick at Nite (we are sure that
Nick at Night is trademarked but unfortu-
nately Glenn's typewriter doesn't have
that cute little symbol).

Glenn is so en-
raptured with sit-
coms in fact that he
has been be known
to react to friends,
family members
and bill collectors
as June Cleaver
might have or per-
haps even as
Timmy's Mom on
the old Lassie
show. Only June's
delightful outfits are
way too expensive
for the meager
budget of an erst-
while critic and
journalist such as
Glenn.

Why this digres-
sion into the won-
derful world of sit-
gom, you ask
Well, Glenn knows
a sitcom when he
sees one and Glenn
IS as sure as
shooting  positive
that First Wives
Club s, despite
such high-profile
stars as Goldie,
Bette and Diane, a
sitcom.

What's it all
about? Let Glenn
dish the First
Wives Club.

Back in 1969
Cynthia (Stockard
Channing), Brenda

(Bette Midler), Elise
(Goldie Hawn) and
Annie (Diane Kea-
ton) were bestest of
buddies graduating
from quaint little
Middlebury College,
pledging 1o stay
forever close. Apparently very little time
passed before husbands, careers, fami-
lies, greed, fame, and alcohol all com-
bined to cause this dynamic quartet to
drift apart. Very far apart. Soooococoo
far apartl Miles apart, actually.

Jump twenty-five years and poor little
Cynthia Swann Griffin, suffering the dev-
astation of hubby dumping her for a
younger woman, does an ever so chic
swan-dive.

The always watchable Stockard Chan-
ning shines in this stylish, if all too brief
cameo.

After her funeral the three remaining
friends do lunch, drink, remember, drink,
laugh, drink, drink, drink before finally
becoming slobbering drunks determined
never to grow apart again. Becoming re-
acquainted, each confesses to ' hubby
problems: each are being dumped in fa-
vor of some young, pretty little thing.
Each are bitter. Each desires revenge.

And revenge is what these women
spend the rest of the movie plotting,
planning, executing, and as one might
expect from Hollywood, ultimately
achieving.

The men, pigs that they are, are beaten.
lhe new and improved dynamic trio ride
off into the sunset harmonizing to Leslie
Gore's classic "You Don't Own Me."
Well, at least they saved the best for last.

Comedy, like beauty, is in the eye of the
Not that First Wives Club
doesn't have a fair helping of giggles,
snickers and assorted chuckles. Glenn
certainly chuckled a bit. Glenn giggled
once or twice. Embarrassingly enough,
Glenn was even heard to snicker. But
shouldn't the abundant talents of these
three fabulous actresses produce some-
thing more than mere giggles, snickers
and a chuckle or two? Glenn couldn't
agree more.

Despite high profile female stars at the
forefront, First Wives Club rocks no
feminist boats. Presumably each of the
four protagonists were satisfied both with
their status and the status quo as long as
each were able to boast such a success-
ful marriage. Only the actress Elise has
actually managed any success separate
or distinct from that of her husband but
as age requires Elise to have increasingly

Bette Midler in her new film “The First Wives Club”

extensive and comprehensive cosmetic
surgery, even that success proves to be
dependent upon her desirability to men.

As hip-hop and happening as is First
Wives Club, it came to no surprise to
Glenn that Gay and Lesbian characters
do appear on the periphery of the action.

The ever reliable Bronson Pinchot is on
hand as the Gay confidant to Midler's
Brenda, Duarto Feliz, interior designer. It
also turns out that Annie's daughter is an
upright, upstanding and proud dyke.

Cut to Hollywood exploring that ever so
taboo and forbidden of locales, the Les-
bian bar. Every type of Lesbian under the
sun is present, as per usual in a Holly-
wood depiction of the sexual underworld.

Hey, isn't that stereotypical butch dyke
hitting on poor Elise Lea Deloria? |t is?
Actually Glenn has had the opportunity to
see Ms. Deloria in her native habitat and
found her performance to be surprisingly
restrained.

But. Yes, isn't there always a but. But
as poor old dad (Stephen Collins) is get-
ting the screws put to him by Annie,
there'’s his bitter daughter there to make
things even worse by telling him that
she's a lesbian. Is being Gay or Lesbian
something bad, something to throw in the
face of one's parents to get back at
them? Guess that First Wives Club just
ain't as hip and happening as it would like
us to believe.

Rating $$% (scale § to $$$5$%)

First Wives Club is playing at theatres
everywhere.
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If You’re Into Wasting Your Time,
‘Hustler White’ is the Movie for You

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Hustler White is certain to create quite
a stir at the upcoming Milwaukee
Gayl/Lesbian Film Festival. Ever since
his cinematic debut with No Skin Off My
Ass, Bruce LaBruce has become the en-
fant terrible of the emerging queercore
cinema.

the self-same two bit hustler, caught
while in the throes of orgasmic ecstasy
(the closest this film gets to an actual sex
scene). Customer and hustler both
stated, Mr. Ward remembers another ap-
pointment and makes a quick getaway, in
the process stealing money from his john,
stealing a car and then running over the

leg of an innocent skin-
head pedestrian.

Aimless, seemingly
pointless episodes fol-
low. Flashback to soon-
to-be amputee having
sex (simulated, natch)
with an adorable little
skinhead named Piglet
(lvor Johnson). Jump
to warm and fuzzy mo-
ment with Mr. Ward
(must be his name, it's
tattooed on his chest)
bathing with an ador-
able infant boy. Gross
warm fuzzy moment.

Subseguent episodes
vary wildly in logic, art-
istry and purpose.
Some old geezer with
an affected British ac-
cent pops in and out.
He says he's a Versace
model and wants to cut.
Cool.

Glenn's favorite epi-
sode involves the am-
putee and ‘his admirer.
Apparently masturbat-
ing to "Amputee Times”
is not enough for this
fetish fancier. He goes
cruising, passing up the
luscious, lascivious Mr.
Ward for the butch am-
putee. (Glenn ponders
how many amputees
are successful Holly-
wood hustlers?).

Toni Ward and Bruce LaBruce in Hustler White

For good measure, throw in a heaping
helping of Tony Ward, a raw hunk of tat-
tooed studly male flesh, Gay male pin-up
boy, hustler and reputed fornicator of the
stars, numbering among them Madonna.

Add to the caldron plenty of sado-
masochistic activities, plenty of good old-
fashioned fetishism, far less actual sexual
activity than promised and the odd,
rather facile homage to such classic Hol-
lywood offering as Billy Wilder's Sunset
Boulevard and Robert Aldrich’'s What-
ever Happened to Baby Jane Toss
wildly and screen: Hustler White is one
hell of a film.

Hustler White opens with the Sunset
Boulevard-like “body floating in the pool”
bit. Only here it is a Jacuzzi and in it
dead is “nobody important just some two-
bit hustler with a couple of porn credits
under his belt ."

Bruce LaBruce plays Jurgen Anger , an
obnoxiously affected Gay journalist
seeking the real goods on the Hollywood
hustler scene. Just the briefest, most
fleeting image of the meaty Mr, Ward
proves too much for Jurgen who immedi-
ately finds himself on a near mystical
quest in search of his fantasy,

The imaginatively named Monti Ward is

Auditions to be
Held for Movie,
‘Dark of The Night’

Milwaukee—Brandon Marsh Enter-
tainment announces auditions for a new
venture, “Dark of the Night.” Auditions will
be held for both lead roles and secondary
roles on October 12", between 1:00 and
6:00 p.m. at 316 N. Milwaukee Street,
suite 520, in Milwaukee. “Dark of the
Night” follows a group of vampires
through 600 years to a small town in
Wisconsin, in the present and future.

The cast will consist of seven lead
roles, four secondary roles and numerous
extras in various time periods. We are
presently looking for four males, ages 18
to 30; one male, age 40 to 60; one fe-
male, age 20 to 30; and one female, age
25 to 35,

The shooting of this project will take
place between November, 1896 and April,
1997 and is to premiere in May, 1997.
There will be three calls for extras
through the year about three weeks prior
to each shoot.

If you would like to be considered for
the extra call list or wish more informa-
tion, call Brandon Marsh Entertainment at
(414) 298-9598.

Jump to perhaps the most disgusting
scene Glenn has yet to witness on film
(and Glenn has memorized the collected
works of both John Waters and Wes
Craven.) This unique representation of
“john" and “trick” find a new way to play
*hide the stump”. Cool.

Glenn hopes by now that everyone has
pretty much gotten the drift with Hustler
White.

A dazed and confused Glenn was left to
wonder what was the point to Hustler
White. There's no plot to speak of. Pro-
duction values suck. Even the film's sex
scenes are likely to leave all but the most
desperate in the audience limp. Glenn
certainly can recognize a winner when he
sees one.

With more and more Gay and Lesbians
themed films reaching mainstream cin-
ema spaces, one is left with the idea that
perhaps in the future the only films avail-
able for film festivals such as this one will
be crap like this. A frightening thought.

Rating: $ (scale $ to $$$$$%)

Satyricon-Madison
Announces
October Meeting

Madison--SATYRICON is a Madison
BDSM/Leather peer discussion group
open to ALL people regardless of gender,
sexual orientation, or level of experience.

"TOYS ARE US,, will be the topic of
the next meeting on Saturday October 12,
at 2:00pm.

A fun "show'n'tell" for adults, we'll look
at a variety of instruments of pleasure
that are owned by the group's partici-
pants. Should be very interesting!

The initial gathering will be at 2:00pm in
the Rathskeller Hall of the Memorial Un-
ion of the UW-Madison campus, located
on Langdon. We will then adjourn to a
nearby center for open discussion, plan-
ning, and the presentation of the topic.
Hope to see you there.

For further information write SATYRI-
CON, PO BOX 3103, MADISON, W]
53704,

Unicorns of Madison

The Unicorns of Madison levi/leather
club will be holding an open meeting for
all eligible men on Saturday October 5, at
2:00pm at R Place, 121 W Main, Madi-
son. The kinkier the better!

Established for over & years, the Uni-
comns fraternity has raised thousands of
dollars for local charities, and has
brought men together from all back-
grounds and experiences.
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1996 Milwaukee
Lesbian and Gay Filmm
and Video

Festival Tickets:

$6.00 General Public
$5.00 Students and Seniors
The Festival is located at UWM Union Theatre
2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
Festival Passes:
$40.00 General Public
$35.00 Students

|Friday, September 27

7:00 Everything Relative

(dir. Sharon Pollack, US 1996, 110 min.)

"Reunite seven socialist lesbians from a 70's street theatre
group and take them to the country for the weekend with
|lheir old secrets, a new baby. a magic wand and a lot of bag-
gage and you've got the making of an achingly pertinent
romantic comedy. Exteriors slip, nvalries dissolve and lust
erupts. ..Everything Relative is unmissable!”

—Cheryl Smith, London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival

9:00 Twisted

(dir. Seth Michael Donsky, US 1996, 100 min.)

Loosely hased on Dickens' Oliver Twist, Seth Michael
Donsky's Twisted is set in the gritty underworld of New
York’s Lower East Side, Lee, a ten vear old African-
American runaway is lured by Jack, a hard-bodied young
hustler to the lair of Andre (William Hickey of Prizzi's
Honor), a lecherous brothel owner.  Lee’s only hope for
escape from his seedy destiny is Angel, a former hustler and
pusher himself, and his fairy dragmother Sheniqua.

Saturday, September 28

Z:00 Lesbian Shorts:

Grrrls on the Verge

Always on the Festival's most wanted list, GRRRLS on the
Verge! is our most outrageous program yet! Five ladies
take a pulp noir tour of the World of Women (Monica
Nolan, US 1996); problematic perspiration erupts for a
young leshian in Dike (Lisa Hayes, Canada 1995); local
grrrl Sadie Benning goes toxic in The Adventures of White
Trash Girl (Jennifer Reeder, LIS 1995); skinny ones, tal-
oed ones, cuie ones and even big fat ones in Grade AA
Butt (Karisha Dur, US 1996); Impact Zone (Kadet Kuhne
& Sophie Constantinou, US 1996) “a fast-paced. arcade-car
crash sex™ romp! Fasten your seat belts! Shu Lea Cheang's
Fingers and Kisses (LUS/Japan 1995) wonders if two les-
bians can 0t in a bathtub; and Maria Beatty's Black Glove
(US. 1996) is a rather elegant spanking.

9:00 Hustler White

{dir. Bruce la Bruce, Canada 1996, 8(} min.)

Festival Fave Bruce Ta Bruce will appear in person to pre-
sent his ram-punx-ious tour of Santa Monica Boulevard
through the eyes of Monti (Tony Ward, famed from
Madonna's “Justify My Love™ and “Cherish” videos) an
accident prone hustler. Monti and Bruce entangle with one
another and engage with la Bruce's usual cavalcade of
pimps, punks. pormographers and perverts, through off-the-
wall and always off color references from Death in Venice
to Warhol's Bad. The most ironic thing about Rick Castro’s
photography is that it looks good! Nt for the faint-hearted.

Sunday, September 29

7:00 Shinjuku Boys

(dir. Kim Longinotto and Jano Williams, UK 1995)
Lesbians sleeping with leshians, straight women sleeping
with lesbians, straight women sleeping with straight
women... Longinotto and Williams' (directors of festival
fave Dream Girls) reach far beyond 'simple’ identity politics.
Gaish, Tatsu, and Kazuki, three Japanese drag kings, are
onnabe, "male” hosts for women clients at Tokyo's Club
Marilyn. Set in their own homes as well as the club,
Shinjuku Boys draws incredibly candid interviews from its
subjects to assemble a fascinating study of sexual and psy-
chological borders through this ancient subculture.

with The Ballad of Johnny Jane

(dir. Adele Bertei-Cecchi, US 1996, 5 min.)

and Can't Help Lovin' Dat Man

(dir. Alex Ulmen, US 1995, 7 min.)

9:00 Boys®Shorts:

Rumble in My Shorts!

There's a party in our shorts and Everyone's invited! Grant
Wood meets Edith Massey in Egg Man (Mark Bellencula,
US 1996); two truly tragic girls discover love and under-
standing beyond their wildest dreams in A New Flag (Mark
Ewert, US 1996); First Year (Trac Vu, US 1996) is a touch-
ing and funny remembrance of a young immigrant looking
for love from the San Bemadino Library to Milwaukee; we
-all want to be one of the beautiful people, ...and Popularity
(Ricardo Sanchez US, 1995) shows us just how to get there;
Brunch (Ani Gasti, US 1995) shows us how lo de-gay our
apartments in prepiration for the parents; and pumpkin
patches, a lesbian roommate, and cream of mushroom soup
conspire to help a lonely boy find love in Not Alone: A
Halloween Romance (dir. Paul Hasick, Canada 1995).
Monday, Septembex 30

'7:00 Legacies

(dir. Sean Weakland, US 1995, 30 min.)

In Legacies, four men tell the stories of their lives as gay
men in the Mormon church, and discuss the church’s pro-
gram to enforce heterosexuality through chemical and elec-
trical aversion therapy.

Better Dead than Gay

(dir. Christopher O'Hara, UK 1995, 57 min. )

Sinmon Harvey ended his life at the age of 26. He wasn't
ill, but he had been poisoned by his belief that he couldn't be
both a Christian and homosexual, Christopher O'Hare's
documentary Better Dead than Gay pieces together
Simon's story from his three-page suicide note, his diaries,
and interviews with his family, friends, clergy and thera-
pists.

1996 Milwaukee Lesbian & Gay Film Fest

September 27 to October 3
@ The UWM Union Cinema, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee
For information Call 414.229.6971

9:00 Homey, I Made the

Kids Gay!

Mom, I thinlk I'm...

(dir. Anna Malkin, Canada 1996, 11 min.) A nervous
daughter comes out... as bisexual to her Lesbian mom!

Worthy Mothers

(dir. Jessica Bega, US 1995, 63 min.)

Jessica Bega's documentary Worthy Mothers tells the story
of two lesbian families as they adopt the children of their
brothers.  Spanning racial, gender and class barriers,
Worthy Mothers is a positive look at the progress of gay
parenting, and how far it has to go.

Tuesday, October 1

7:00 Tender Fictions

(dir. Barbara Hammer, US 1995, 58 min.)

Barbara Hammer has to write her own autebiography before
someone else does! In this po-mo follow-up to her award-
winning Nitrate Kisses, "Hammer draws from general cul-
ture studies for critique and to provide an ironic edge to the
synthesized ‘voices of authority'... [challenging| a younger]
generation 1o visualize a world which existed before they
did. The stories tug at your heart, the theory teases your|
intellect, and the fragile line between truth and fiction pro-
voke you in this dense and hypnotic montage.” —-London
GLFF

with Jodie (dir. Prabitha Parmar, UK 1996, 23 min.)
Prabitha Parmar (maker of Bahji on the Beach) writes
Jodie Foster’s biography as a Leshian leon.

9:00 Jisn Loves Jack:

The James Egan Story

{dir. David Adkin, Canada 1995, 53 min.)

From 1949 10 1964, James Egan became one of the first out-
and-in-public gay activists on the continent. Shocked by
police crackdowns on gay clubs and bath houses, Egan
began writing letters to editors, police and public officials,
reprimanding them for their behavior, and signing his own
name! When his Jover felt that the spotlight was getting too
hot, the two went into seclusion in Vancouver. But in 1994,
when Egan was denied spousal benefits for his lover of over
forty years, the two come back to fight one last battie.,

Wednesday, October 2

7:00 Butterflies on the Scaffold
(dir. Margaret Gilpin and Luis Felipe Bernaza, US/Cuba
1996, 75 min.)

"A fascinating portrait of a working cluss community in
Havana whose inhabitants include a vocal and prospering
group of drag queens, In-depth interviews with community
leaders, local residents and family members reveal a trans-
vestite movement that is expanding throughout Cuba, This
engaging documentary addresses the social, human, and
cultural transformation in this Latin city where drag queens
have managed to create a space for themselves and gain
their neighbors' respect through their creative work.”

-- The New Festival

9:00

I Was a Jewish Sex Worker

(dir. Plhip Roth, US 1996, 75 min)

"Awarded a Frameline Completion Fund this year, Phillip EH
Roth's debut Feature 1 Was a Jewish Sex Worker 15 the!
story of the Filmmaker's search for self-identity in New York]
City working as an erotic masseur.  Interviews with his
uproarious Jewish family, including his 81 year old grand-
mother, cast light on his struggles with male intimacy, spir-
ituality and sex." -— San Francisco GLFF

Thursday, October 3

7Z:00 Butterfly Hiss

(dir. Michael Winterbottom, UK 1995, 88 min.)

Eunice (Pulp Fiction's Amanda Plummer), passionate and
impulsive, journeys all across northern England on her des-
perate search for Judith, the only woman who had ever
loved or accepted her. Eunice is sidetracked by Minam
(Saskia Reeves), a lonely, introverted and naive young
woman who works at a gas station where she is filling up.
Miriam joins in Eunice’s journey, Eunice testing Miriam's
love along the way. But Miriam sticks to her friend even
after she finds out that Eunice may just be a bloodthirsty
murderess.

9:00 Stomewall

(dir. Nigel Finch, UK 1995, 99 min.)

There are vastly varying accounts of the infamous Stonewall
riots, some more true than others. Based loosely on the
book of the same name by Martin Duberman, Matty, a
young bumpkin gets off a Greyhound in New York, finds
himself in the midst of a political powder keg- the new Gay
Rights movement- and falls in Jove with La Miranda, a
Puerto Rican drag queen and regular at the Stonewall Inn.
While the film covers a lot of historical and political ground
from the drag queens of the Stonewall Inn to the buttoned-
down straight edges of the Mattachine Society, to Viet Nam
and the draft, Stonewall is really recounted from the eyes of]
La Miranda as a love story. With cinematography by Ellen
Kuras (Swoon, Poison), Stonewall is a wonderfully per-
sonal and human account of a questionable history.

Sponsored by:

Great Lakes Film and Video in association with the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Fine
Arts.

Special Thanks to: the Cream City Foundation, UWM
Union Theatre, In-Step, Wisconsin Light, Q-Voice, and
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

also: Polly Morris, Patrick Gulke, Dick Blau, and Annie
Melchior.

Staff:

Programming: Matt Frost and Miriam Frost
Staff: Patrick Gulke, Chad Bunker
Theatre: Carl Bogner and Roxane Aggrey
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THE SPOTLIGHT

Stanley Tucci and Tony Shalhoub co-star in The Big Night, a wonderful film about two Italian Immigrant

brothers attempting to save their failing restaurant and attain the American dream. The film is currently playing at

Milwaukee's Oriental Theater.

‘Big Night’ is One of Those Delightful
Little Films that is a Must-See

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Big Night is a bittersweet little movie
with a heart as big as a pizza. Brothers
Primo and Secondo Pilaggi seeking to
cook and simmer their way to the top of
proverbial American dream, one fabulous
plate of risotto at a time if necessary.

Time: The 1950's. The place: a small
Italian restaurant teetering on the brink of
bankruptey. Primo (Tony Shalhoub) is an
absolutely fabulous chef decidedly from
the old world school. Abhorring the
“spaghetti and meatballs” mentality that
was currently masquerading in America
as [talian cuisine, Primo refused to skim
on the old family recipe (appropriate
apologies to Mama Celeste).

Younger brother Secundo (Stanley
Tucci) desires all things American. He
has an American girlfriend, Phyllis
(Minnie Driver). He salivates over that
which in the 1950's did seem to represent
things American: the big luxury sedan
auto. But most of all, Secundo drools
over the very American success of Pas-
cal's, the crass, commercial (not to men-
tion wildly popular) “spaghetti and meat-
balls” Italian restaurant down the block.

With foreclosure imminent, Secundo
swallows his pride and tumns to the wily
owner of Pascal's. Pascal (lan Holm) is
a sawed-off runt of a man, colorful and
cartoonish, who thinks that saying “fuck”
in every other sentence will show him to
be American just like everybody else.

A self-proclaimed bigshot, Pascal
boasts and brags and promises Secundo
that he will get the legendary Luigi Prima
to pay their little restaurant a visit. Such
a visit by an immensely popular ‘celebrity
will absolutely make their place, Pascal
guarantees.

Luigi Prima's visit fo the ironically
named “Paradise” is to be the “big night”
of the title. Secundo fusses and ob-
sesses, |leaving no deal over-looked, no
expense spared. This then is the final

Café Melange
Celebrates 9 Years!

Milwaukee--Those wonderful folks at
Café Melange are celebrating their Ninth
Anniversary with a gala party on Satur-
day October 5.

According fo a press release issued by
the popular downtown Milwaukee night
spot, The anniversary bash features “free
food, inexpensive drinks, cheap dates,
acoustic jazz and Blues by “Clamnation”
and NO cover.

Other special evenings at the Club
during October include:

Amy Rohan - a stuningly talented vo-
calist/guitarist on Friday October 4 at 9

Acoustic Warriors - A Native Ameri-
can group that mixes Native American
music with jazz and standards.

John Schneider, tap dance and music
of the 20's, 30's and 40's at 8:30 on Sat-
urday October 12 and on October 26.

Mrs Fun appears on Friday October 18
and on Friday October 25 for 9:30 shows.

Jerry Grillo and Jack Grassel playing
and crooning all your favorite standards
at 9:00 on Saturday October 19.

The fabulous Hotel Milwaukee a radio
variety show taped for WHAD 980.7 FM on
Sunday October 27 at 5 and 7 PM.

Every Monday is Poet's Night at Café
Melange.

Café Melange is located 720 N. Old
World Third Street (Inside the Hotel Wis-
consin), Mllwaukee.

For more information call the club at
291-9889.

gamble, the last toss of the dice where
failure will prove disastrous. Ah, but suc-
cess will be sweet.

This is a delightful movie, one well
worth seeing.

Rating: $$$$ of $$$$$

Big Night is currently playing at Mil-
waukee's Oriental Theatre.

7

Frederic Longbois and Arandna Gil star in Cel
Theater.
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estial Clockwork. Currently playing at Milwaukee's Downer

‘Celestial Clockwork’ is a Far, Far Too
Brief Whirling Kaleidoscope

By John A. Jahn

Celestial Clockwork, a film which is a
French, Venezuelan, Belgian, and Span-
ish co-production; written, directed, and
produced by Fina Torres, was described
positively by another movie critic (Rene
Rodriguez, Miami Herald) as a “whirling
kaleidoscope of a movie." In a way, |

have to agree with Rene, but in a nega-
tive sense. Celestial Clockwork is a
whirling kaleidoscope in that many colors
can be seen, but all too fleetingly, so that
we have almost no time to appreciate the
dazzling sights.

At base, Celestial Clockwork is a

TURN TO CLOCKWORK, PAGE 23

1996-1997

. . . Experience the Dream

MR./MISS GAY WISCONSIN
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1996

Fill out this “Official Contestant Entry Form” and mail to: Pageant Productions, P.O. Box
75075, Milwaukee, WI 53215

Name.

Stage Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Contestant: 0 Mr. O Miss Gay Wisconsin

Sponsor(s) (if any)

Type of Talent

A $50 entry fee, check or money order payable to Pageant Productions must accompany this entry
form. You will receive an entry pass at the rehearsal on Sunday afternoon, November 3. Official
Pageant rules will be mailed to all contestants. All entry forms must be mailed, postmarked and
received on or before October 27, 1995. You must be a Wisconsin resident as of May 1, 1996. You
must be at least 18 years of age. Maximum 10 Mr. contestants/maximum 10 Miss contestants

allowed.

PENALTIES: You will lose 10 judging points for any deviation from the above instructions or the
official rules: Non-mailed entry-10 points; Late for rehearsal-10 points; No tape at rehearsal
(unless performing live)-10 points.
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The Dazzling Divas of C"est La Vie put on a dazzling 70"s extravaganza at the bar on September 13. A packed

house was on hand and rewarded the divas with much applause.

Milwaukee’s WMVS Channel 10 Moves
“In The Life” to Better Air Time

Milwaukee— After several years of
encouragement and prodding by
Milwaukee's Gay community, the local
media, and the In The Life offices in New
York, Milwaukee's public television
station, WMVS (Channel 10) has made
the decision to air the series at an airtime
hailed by an In The Life spokesperson as
near-perfect — the 5th season premiere
episode will be Thursday, October 24 at
11:00 p.m.

“We always hope to fall into the 11:00
p.m. ‘fringe hour' spot because we find we
attract the most viewers at that hour —
after popular network programs but before
the witching hour,” says Katherine Linton,
In The Life's host and senior producer,
who also acts as a liaison to the nearly
100 public television stations across the
country that air the series. “Milwaukee is
an important market to us and we are
very glad that our audience there will be
able to catch the show at a reasonable
hour.”

EVERY SATURDAY o MALE STRIPPER

Last season the In The Life series was
aired in Milwaukee during the midnight

time slot. Wisconsin Public TV, with
stations across Wisconsin, has
traditionally aired In The Life at 11:00
p.m.

As of this fall, In The Life will be
presented by WNET channel 13 in New
York, the largest public television station
in the country. In The Life had been
presented by a smaller New York station
which has since been sold by the city of
New York. This watershed development
for In The Life — the WNET presentation
— may have influenced the WMVS
decision. Many other television stations
across the country, including Oregon
Public Broadcasting and Nebraska's
Education Network, are moving In The
Life to earlier times, possibly because of
WNET backing.

Also new as of this fall, In The Life will
be carried by the American Program
Service (APS), a major distributor of

programming for public television stations
across the country. The APS backing
may also be influencing the decisions of
America’s public television stations that
are placing In The Life at better airtimes.
In The Life sought distribution by APS
several years ago but was tumed down.
The recent APS decision to distribute the
series is a testament to In The Life's
improved show quality.

Local reaction to the WMVS decision
remains to be seen. Public television
stations across the country often receive
stacks of mail, for and against, when any
move seen as positive is made for the
sometimes controversial Gay and Lesbian
series.

A write-in campaign in Phoenix by the
conservative right contributed to driving In
The Life off the air several years ago in

that city — the series has since been
picked up again by the Phoenix station.
When the San Diego public station
KPBS picked up In The Life last season,
local Gay community members requested
that In The Life not play up the decision
to mainstream papers so the Gay
community could get a running start
against the expected tide of negative
public reaction in the conservative city.
Station KPBS in San Diego airs In The

231 S. 2nd Milwaukee » 276-8890
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Saturday Shows
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AUDITION

SUNDAYS with Alvin
Beer Bust

Madness
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Great Service
from Great
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THE SPOTLIGHT

Life at 1:00 a.m., the latest in the country.

The six episodes of the 5th anniversary
season In The Life will be aired in
October, December, February, April, June
and August of 1996/97. V
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THE SPOTLIGHT

Are you as worn out by all the comings
and goings of the last couple of weeks as
lam? | hope not.

Before | go into my schedule for the
next two weeks, | do have three things to
say.
First, | am really proud of everyone who
participated in AIDS Walk Wisconsin.
Who would have thought that together we
could raise over $1,000,000.

| hope that you made some of the post
walk parties. Mama Roux's was espe-
cially fun. The place was packed all
weekend long. And rightfully so, they had
over 250 people on their team.

Second, the news about the Hotel
Washington is really a shame. The
Scheels are one class act my heart goes
out to them. | know that Madison will pull
together and fill the void but that doesn't
make it any easier o take.

Third, the pictures we took of our Spot-
Light Party at Just Us earlier this month
were lost by the photo lab. Its too bad,
but take my word for it, this was one
great party, with great food, entertain-
ment and a large crowd. Our thanks to
Steve, Deb, Rick and their staff and to the
Shoreline Dancers for a wonderful even-
ing.

Now on to things to come. And there
are plenty of those.

Friday September 27 is our big Spot-
Light Show at La Cage. So of course |
will be there. It's called “An Evening With
the Stars” and it features great entertain-
ers from a number of clubs. The $5.00
admission all goes to the BESTD Clinic.
Showtime is at 10:00.

Before the party I'll be stopping at Just
Us. They start their Second Anniversary
Weekend that night and a good Just Us
Fish Fry is a great way to begin a Friday
evening.

After the Party it will be off to This Is It.
| love this bar. First of all, | don’t care
when you stop by, there are always peo-
ple to talk with. Second they have a
great juke box. Third, Joe and his staff
go out of their way to make you feel at
home. Fourth, This Is It, has a real good
mix of people, students, business men,
blue collar workers, and everything in
between. And unlike what you may have
read somewhere else, this bar is NOT a
“wrinkle room.” The clientele comes in all
sizes, races and age groups. In fact the
people under 30 often outnumber those
over 30.

Saturday September 28 ['ll be stop-
ping in at Survivial Revival for their big
“Street Beat" fashion show. God knows |
could use all the help | can get. Then its
off to Just Us for their big anniversary
show. The free show starts at 10:00. |t
should be a real hoot.

Of course if | was in Appleton, | would
go to the Pivot Club for the Miss Gay
WI, US of A preliminaries. There seems
to be a bumper crop of well qualified
contestants this year and the competition
should be fierce. (No hair pulling now
girls)

On Sunday September 29, | will be
back at Just Us for the conclusion of
their big Anniversary Weekend. They are
throwing a huge Packer Party and Pig
Roast (no | am not getting on that spit no
matter what you say). Believe it or don't
but the Pig Roast is FREE and will be
served at half time of the game. Now
there's a place that knows how to throw a
party.

Our photographer captured a few members of the Just Us AIDS Walk Wisconsin team as they partied out on the
popular bars patio. They had reason to smile. They just belped mise over 51,000,000 to fight AIDS in Wisconsin.

After stuffing myself, I'll be racing up to
the Pivot Club in Appleton to catch the
finals of the Miss Gay WI, US of A pag-
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Jerry Johnson
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Wednesdays & Thursdays
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eant. |t will be sad to see Loretta give up
her crown, that girl has been all of the
place performing her duties. (Not only
that but she also appears in shows too!)

Wednesday October 3 | will join with
my Lesbian friends at the Melissa
Ethridge Concert Party at Just Us. They
have free food during their happy hour
and a party after the concert as well.

Friday October 4, Fannies is the place
to be as they begin their Fourteenth Anni-
versary Celebration. (Gee Sherry you
look pretty good after 14 years in busi-
ness). They have free live entertainment.

Saturday October 5 you can find me at
Fannies with my Lesbian friends for their
ribbon hunt. This is sort of like an Easter
Egg hunt only they use ribbons and you
win cash and prizes.

Then its off to Café Melange for their
Ninth Anniversary Bash. (hmmm three
Anniversary Parties in two weeks)

There will be great music, food and
drink specials. Plus Café Melange is
located in the Hotel Wisconsin, talk about
how convenient. (Can my new friend and
| have a room?)

Unfortunately that means | will miss the
big debut show at Green Bay's Club
Cheeks. Its a benefit for Celeste Olds to

help her get to San Antonio for the Na-

tional Miss Gay US of A At Large pag-
eant. | hear this place is really nice. |
can't wait to see it next time I'm up in
Title Town.

Sunday October 6 you can find me at
In Between's Packer Party. This is a
great place to watch a game. The crowd
really gets into it, cheering every good
play, moaning over the bad ones and of

Mitwaukee's BEST VALUE in Milwaukee's BEST CLUB!
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Open 8pm Nightly - Happy Hour 8-10pm “Shake-A-Drink”
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Milwaukee's Newest Gay Nite Club Just Happens to be
Milwaukee’s Oldest Gay Nite Club!

801 - 807 South 2nd Street - Milwaukee - 383-8330

DISCOVER WISCONSIN’'S
GAY ENTERTAINMENT

course cussing out the refs. Even if you
don't like football you'll have a great time
here.

The Packer Party will get me warmed
up for our next SpotLight Party, the
Badger Red Party on Saturday October
12 at Madison’s Manoeuvres. There will
be free Miller Lite, a Badger Fan Contest
and of course the Badger -Ohio State
game on the tube.

Charlie, Manoeuvres Manager promises

. a good time to every Badger Fan who

enters. We won't talk about what he will
do to the Buckeye fans. (Can you say
OUCH!)

Course as long as | am in Madtown, |
might as well check out the doings at R
Place. Rich and his studly staff are al-
ways a good time not only that they run a
great bar tool

Last but by no means least is the Mama
Roux's 70's party on Sunday October 13.
Their last 70’s party was such a hit that
they had a lot of requests to repeat it.

There is something about this place
that just reeks of party. May be it's the
clientele or the wicked imagination of
Managers Joe and Pat.

They are offering a buffet, drink spe-
cials, a Mr. And Ms. 70's Dress Contest
and of course plenty of that great 70's
music. (Hey who needs K-Tel?)

The last 70's bash was one of the best
bar parties | have ever been to. Don't
miss the sequel.

Well that wraps it up and not a minute
foo soon. | hope to sse YOU out and
about soon. Mean time play safe and be
proud!

COMPLEX!

4 Different Places to Party,
Dance or Relax
2 Dance Floors
4 Sound Systems
Video - Food
Games - Dancing

7 Bars

open Wed-Sat.
pm-after hours

dwiches &
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Entertainment Guide

LAKE WILLS

Rascals Bar & Grili
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, WI 54981
954-9262

The Pivot Club
4815 W. Prospect
Appieton, W| 54815
730-0440

DOOR COUNTY

Black Smith Inn
PO Box 220
Baileys Harbor, WI
839-9222

Chanticleer Guest
Heuse

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay 54234
746-0334

EAU CLAIRE

Trading Company
304 Eau Claire St.
Eau Claire, WI 54701
838-9494

The Wolfe's Den
302 E Madison

Eau Claire, WI 54703
715-832-9237

GREEN BAY

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, WI| 54301
437317

Laona Hostel
5397 Beech St.
(HWYB)

Laona, Wi , 54541
(715)674-2615

Napalese Lounge
515 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
432-9646

Sass

840 S. Broadway
Green Bay, W| 54304
437-7277

Za'slJava's

1106 Main St,

Green Bay, WI 54301
435-:5476

KENOSHA

Ciub 94

Q001 120th Ave
Kenosha, Wi 53140
857-9958

What About Me?
600 6th St.
Racine, WI 53403
632-0171

LA CROSSE

Cavalier Lounge
114 N 5Sth St.

La Crosse, WI| 54601
782-2061

Cross Roads Bar
W6642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, WI 53551
648-8457

MADISON

A Room of One's
Own

317 W. Johnson
Madison, Wi 53703
257-7688

Geraldine's

3052 E. Washington
Madison, W1 53704
241-8335

Green Bush

914 W. Regent St
Madison, WI 53715
257-BUSH

Manoeuvres

150 S. Blair
Madison, W1 54703
258-9918

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

R Place

121 W. Main Street
Madison, W| 53703
257-5455

The Shamrock
117 W Main St
Madison, WI 53703
2555029

Sunprint Cafe

638 State Street
Madison, W| 53703
255-1555

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milwaukee WI 53211
S63-9089

B's

1579 S 2nd St
Milwaukee WI 53204
672-5580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milwaukee W| 53204
273-7474

Boot Camp Saloon
202 E. National
Milwaukee W| 53204
643-6800

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milwaukee Wi 53203
291-8889

Cest La Vie
2318.2 st
Milwaukee W| 53204
276-8820

Club 219

219 8. 2nd St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
2713732

1100 Club

1100 8. 1st St,
Milwaukee WI 53204
647-9950

Gargoyles

354 E. National
Milwaukee WI| 53204
2259676

Fannies

200 E. Washington
Milwaukee Wi 53204
643-9633

In Between

625 S. 2nd St
Milwaukee WI| 53204
273-2683

Just Us

807 S. 5th St.
Milwaukee WI| 53204
383-2233

Kathy's Nut Hut
1500 W. Scott
Milwaukee WI 53204
647-2673

La €age

801 S 2nd St.
Milwaukee WI| 52304
383-8300

La Perla Mexican
Restaurant

734 S. Fifth St.
Milwaukee WI 53204
B645-9888

Mama Roux

1875 N. Humboldt
Milwaukee WI 53212
3470344

M & M Club

124 N. Water
Milwaukee Wi 53202
347-1962

Nomad

1401 E. Brady St.
Milwaukee WI| 53202
273-3866

Rene’s Cozy Corner
3500 W Park Hill
Milwaukee W\ 53208
933-RENE

Station 2

1534 W. Grant
Milwaukee W 53204
3835755

10% Club
4223 W. Fon Du Lac
Milwaukee W| 53216
447-0910

Popular News

225 N. Water
Milwaukee W1 53202
278-0636

Thisis it

418 E. Wells
Milwaukee WI 53202
278-9192

Triangle

135 E. National
Milwaukee WI 53204
3839412

Walkers Point Cafe
1106 S. First St.
Milwaukee WI 53204
384-7999

Zippers

819 S 2nd St.
Milwaukee Wi 53204
645-8330

RACINE

JoDees

2138 Racine St.
Racine, W| 53403
634-9804

The Office

S13 E. State St
Rockford, Il 61104
815-965-0344

SHEBOYGAN

Biue Lite

1028 N. 8Bth St.
Sheboygan, 53081
457-1636

STEVENS PT.

The Platwooed Club
701 Highway 10W
Stevens Point, 54481
341-8862

SUPERIOR

JT's Bar

1506 N 3rd St.
Superior W| 54880
354-2580

The Main Club
1813 N 3rd
Superior, WI| 54880
392-1756

Trio

820 Tower
Superior, WI 54880
382-5373

WAUSAU

The Mad Hatter
320 Washington
Wausau, W 54401
842-3225

Think There’s Nothing To
Do This Evening?

Call (414)299-0857
The Wisconsin Light
SpotLine

And Think Again!

Jerry Johnson

rehm:, he popu.larownzrof(}aymﬂwmkees&vmbmmmwcmﬂlmngumehrﬂﬂay
.::engwmmhnn?:ampnmmmmmy September 22. We won'’t tell you how long it took for him to
remove all those candles.

THE SPOTLIGHT..

2-4-1
4-8pm
Every Day

MONDAY
Martini Mondays - $2.75, 9pm-1am

iés SSM

TUESDAY
2-4-1 All Day and All Night
WEDNESDAY
$1 Rail, $1.50 Shots of Doctor’s, 9pm-1am

THURSDAY
Swamp Waters - $2.50 from 9pm-1am

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Rails - $1.75, 9pm-Close

SUNDAY
Beer Bash, 4-8pm $5
Taps for a Buck, 8pm-1am

121 West Main Street
Madison, WI 53703
(608) 257-5455

Fannie’s FABULOUS

5 October 4 & 5

Fri- ocT aJ sar. ocT 5

Special Guest Raffles

Entertainment Outside Ribbon Hunt

FOR CASH & PRIZES
(similar to Egg Hunt)

Fannig’s is Open Every

PACKER SUNDAY & MONDAY

Free Slammer Shot w/every Packer Touchdown
75¢ Taps » $1.50 Rail & Domestic Beer » Free Food at Half Time

KARAOKE SUNDAY
October 13 & 20 at 3pm

- 200 E. Washington . Milwaukee, WI. 414 . 643 . 9633

OFarpues

“For the Best Seats

in Town .

FANNIES Has Always been Open to the Entire LesBiGay Community!
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1875 North Humboldt * Milwaukee
347-0344

B AD Your Eastside

AMERICAIN.. Alternative

GRILL
B _ Sunday, Oct 13

The 70s Farty - the Sequel

4pm-2222

Bill Meunier

o

Drink Specials ¢ Buffet

ONLY MAMA KNOWS THE BEST
REASONS TO PARTY

EVERY TUESDAY is T-Shirt Night
Wear Your Mama's T-Shirt for

50¢ OFF

everything!

i el

Mama Roux was really busy this month. At the top are just a few members of the bar’s Championship AIDS
Walk Team who attended the bar's Post Walk Appreciation Party The popular East Side bar signed up over 250
walkers. The guys pictured below were on hand for the Fest City Singers show on Wednesday September 11.

The W isconsin Lissht &

IVIANOEUVRES

One-Fifty South Blair Street, Madison, Wisconsin

presenta S
o= 1. = B

i BADGER IRED PARTY
Saturday, October 12

Watch the Badgers Beat Ohio State with all your Friends

0T8I

at Manoeuvres.
Game Time is 2:30pm.
l‘l[“) Wear Badger Red &
XL ci05:, mon-sar Get Free Miller Lite!

DOMESTIC

5PM TO CLOSE
BOTTLES

R T e o T
5y YA e i
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Interview: Jorjet Harper, Author and Humorist

Jorjet Harpenis author of two books, Lesbomania and Tales from the Dyke Side. She re-
cently spoke with Light about her writing, her humor and her politics before a reading at the
Milwaukee Bookstore, After Words.

Light: After your book tours, one of the up and coming household words in the
lesbian community will no doubt be lesbomaniac, a termed you coined to describe

yourself and certain other lesbians of joy. Can you tell us a little bit more about what .

you mean by Lesbomaniac?

Harper. Well, it's a phenomenon, it seems to me. It's like some women avoid coming out
because they think it's going to be a horrible experience. Society keeps telling us that to be
a lesbian is thisyucch, so much so that the most you can do is make the best of it.

But when | came out | was so happy, | was so thrilled, that | went almost totally in the :

other direction. There was a real euphoria. No lesbian could do wrong, lesbians were just
goddesses on earth. For years after that, | did all kinds of work i in the women's community,
worked for a lesbian/gay paper run by lesbians, and the.women's community became rny
life. If there was a festival, | wanted to go to it; if there was any kind of women’s event, |
wanted to.go to it. ——

And so lesbomania to me is a yeaming to do anylhhg\Q\at has to do with lesbians. It's
an overarching enthusiasm, a love of everything lesbian.

Light. Do you write to induce lesbomania in your aud\hnu? Or does your Les-
bomania just bubble irrepressibly out?

Harper. Well, the concept of what was going on came with ﬂ'ne name. | wrote for years for
the gay paper in Chicago, | was the Arts and Entertainment edrtn[« at Outlines, and these
funny things kept happening that just weren’t being recorded anywhqe. There's so much
humor, you know, in being invisible in the world, and | wasn't reading about it.

So | was moving away from writing strictly news reporting and interviews, to writing about
these anecdotal experiences, and these what-if kinds of experiences, and these “where-are-
the-lesbians-when-you-really-look-for-them” kind of thing, that tumed into a lot of lesbian
humor that | started doing as a regular column. And | was thinking, what kind of a name can
| give this column?

The best name | could think of was Lesbomania, and that name seemed to embody what
this whole thing was about.

It was a wanting to share the joy and the fun of being a lesbian. And how being a dyke
could be a kind of quirky, interesting way to look at the world.

Light: Yes, | can clearly see this in your writing, your sense of fun, your spoofs,
your irony. Are you perhaps frying to suggest in your writing that you have moved
beyond anguish? | think of the wonderful pieces on your mother, which could have
been written in anguish, but which you've done with a fine humor, a great sense of
fun, and a good deal of irony.

Harper. | don't think that I'd like to say I'm moving beyond anguish, because you never .

know when some more is going to hit you, you know. But when | started doing the column
there were a lot of lesbian writers who were writing very movingly about being a lesbian, and
about how it wasn't the happiest thing that ever happened to them.

At the same time, there were a lot of stand-up comics— Kate Clinton had been around for
a long time, and Robin Tyler, and lots of other women who were doing stand-up comedy.
But | wasn't reading any really funny stories about the lesbian experience. So | felt | had a
niche there. The humor was what interested me.

But I'm not quite as euphoric as | used to be. You can see that in the second book [Tales
from the Dyke Side].

Light: What do you see as the difference between your first book Lesbomania and
your second, Tales from the Dyke Side?

Harper: In the first book, | was worried about offending someone. | was careful to try to
please everyone. By the second book, I'd decided that | was gonna say what | have to say in
the way | want to say it. | had more confidence, wasn't worried if others thought my writing
was funny.

The second book is also, | think, better written. It's more organized, there's more struc-
ture fo it. Tales is worked into sections where there's a subject matter arrangement. That
gives more dimension to the writing.

Light: It also seems to me that Tales might have a little more of the dark side of
the dyke side. Did you, for example, feel flippant in writing Lesbomania— a wonder-
ful book, but a little more on the surface? | perceive a deepening in Tales from the
Dyke Side, even while you stay with your humor.

Harmper. Yes. But | think that a lot of that was because | was able to write in the form |
wanted to. The pieces in Lesbomania are by and large a lot shorter than the ones in Tales
because they had to fit the 500-word format of the newspaper. It's hard to develop any kind
of ongoing humor, or shape a humorous piece with any kind of depth to it, in that short a
space.

Light: So it was the medium, more than you- perhaps some changes in you as -

well-- that made the difference?

Hamer. Well, there is that. Yes, there is that. | am just as happy now as | was then about
being a lesbian, but | don't think | have quite the same stars in my eyes.

Light: You mean we're not all as wonderful as you thought?

Harmper. [Laughter] We-ee-ll. . . , you know. We do tend to get embroiled with each
other. | do think this is characteristic of every oppressed group. We tend to get very conten-
tious with each other, because there we are, and we have a lot of frustrations.

And rather than do the difficult thing of aiming that anger back out at the people who gave
it to us, where it belongs, we tend to get involved in these subcultural disputes, sometimes
justified, sometimes not.

Light: You're using slides in connection with your readings tonight. Do you think
of your work as visual?

Harper: Hm, | don't know, do you?

Light: | didn’t, until | was waiting for the interview, and then | began to think that
two pieces in particular— the one about ancient lesbonaughts who visited earth from
outer space, and the one on lesbians in ancient Egypt-- might effectively be en-
hanced by slides. But | also thought, of course, that multimedia is the cool thing
now, and maybe you were just doing the cool thing.’ Are you?

Harper. A couple of the pieces in Lesbomania happened the other way 'round. The pic-
tures came first, and then | had to condense them down into columns. I'd been doing pres-
entations at Moving Mountain Coffee House for a long time, and it just sort of came out of
that.

| have one other one now, a visual one, that | can't figure out how to make into a story.
That's one where | show how all the ancient goddess statuary looks like modem household
appliances.

Light: In Tales from the Dyke Side, you write that you “tend to avoid the cutting
edge, because that's where [you're] most likely to get cut.” Comments?

Harper. That's in a piece about sex toys, and | just thought it sounded funny. |'ve also got
to say that my personal limit is, uh, tissue damage. I'm not on the cutting edge, certainly
sexually, and | don't want to be there. You thought that was particularly quotatiiah?

bLighl‘: Well, it is funny, and | wondered what your response would be to a question
about it

H:rper. The sexual avant guarde is a little too edgy for me. | find it interesting, but it's not
my thing.

Light: Yes, but your way of acknowledging it seems to be through your sense of
humor, and through irony. You're not a brimstone preacher, you're not out to berate
people. You seem okay with a lot of things, it seems to me, even though something
may not be in the direction of your own development

Hamper. Well, in a way. | thought | went pretty far in Tales, you know, in criticizing dildos.
| will set myself up as a target for criticism there, but, oh well.

Light: What about the part in Tales where you say you're going to put out your
shingle as an anti-marriage counselor? How do you feel about lesbian marriage?
Harper. Okay, how | feel is that lesbians and gay men should be able to get married to each
other because lesbians and gay men have the right to make the same stupid mistakes as
straight people.

| think that marriage is—well, it's not a doomed institution because everybody is so gung
ho about it but look at how it's working.

Marriage at this point should be an option among a number of choices about how people
live their lives. | talk about this a little bit in “Coupledom and Dummer.” | think that we need
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(ONGRATULATIONS

to the 12,600

AIDS WALK
WISCONSIN

walkers, and for helping
raise the record breaking

*1,005,042!

We are Proud of You!

CONGRATULATIONS

to LANA ST. JAMES (H. James Marr)
the 1996 Miss 3B’s

From Curt and the Staff at

Clinton Street
IN BETWEEN Antique Center
1110 S. 1st Street
625 S. 2nd St. « Milw 647-1773
647-5729

273-2693

MELISSA ETHERIDGE
CONCERT TICKET RAFFI.E

ONE Ticket to Melissa’s October 2nd
concert will be raffled off during our
upcoming Anniversary Weekend
(Sept. 27-29).
$1 per Raffle Ticket
On Sale ONLY at JUST US

Drawing to be held after the Sept. 29th Packer Game
Proceeds given to PrideFest

-
807 S. 5th Street « Milwaukee

383-2233
BANOUET & MEETING FACILITIES

JUST

WATCH THE
PACKERS AT
JUST US

Bar Opens a half
hour before Kick-
Off

$1.50 Rail
75¢ Miller Tappers

EXPANDED FOOD
SERVICE BEGINS
OCT. 3rd

Sandwiches &
Appetizers, Thursday
& Saturday, 6-8pm

Friday Fish Fry,
5-10pm
PLUS sandwiches,

specials, baked fish,
appetizers, soups elc.

MELISSA ETHERIDGE
PARTIES

PRE-CONCERT POST CONCERT
HAPPY HOUR FOOD SERVICE

2-FOR-1 DRINKS HALF OFF SANDWICH OR
FREE FOOD BEVERAGE W/TICKET STUB

30 minutes aiter concert

JUST W US opens at 5pm SUN thru THUR,
4pm FRI; Bpm SAT
Cocktail/MHappy Hour until 8pm

Milwaukee’s Premiere Mixed LesBiGay Nightclub!




THE SPOTLIGHT

YOU'RE INVITED

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27

SPOTLIGHT SHOW BENEFITS BESTD
AT LA CAGE

Our SpotLight Party for September is a
spectacular show at La Cage featuring
many of your favorite performers.

Entitled "An Evening With the Stars", the
10 PM extravaganza is sure to be a big hit,

Among the many performers who have
volunteered their time to raise money for
the BESTD Clinic and its HIV prevention
programs are: Lena Chavez, Miss Gay
Continental Wisconsin, and a star per-
former at Club 219, In Between Owner,
Curt Peck will be joined by the bar’s Lana
St. James, Karen Valentine, star of the M
& M Club stage will be joined by members
of the fabulous Singsational including
Garret James and Teri Wedner, Brittany
Morgan from 3 B's and Walker's Point
Cafe will be on hand as will members of
the hilarious Drag-o-rama. Robert Nugent
Jones will bring his vocal stylings to the
stage and so will Mama Roux’s Lu Shanti,
who will be joined by Mama's favorite
impersonator, Jasmine.

Even BJ Daniels will making a special
guest appearance.

All of this fabulous entertainment plus
many surprise guests can be yours for
just $5.00 .

Show time is at 10:00, don't miss it!

MURDER & MAYHEM AT

AFTERWORDS

It will be a night of murder and mayhem
at Afterword's Books, 2710 N. Murray,
Milwaukee.

Gay mystery writer R.D. Zimmerman will
be joined by Lesbian mystery writer Ellen
Hart for a book reading and signing.

Be on hand and see if you can figure out
"Who Dun It? This is a perfect way fo get
in the spirit for the Halloween season.

The fun begins at 7:00.

ANNIVERSARY PARTY
AT JUST US
Just Us, 807 S. Fifth streets begins its
Second Anniversary celebration with a free
party at the bar starting at 10:00.
Entertainment, surprises and door prizes
will be on hand throughout the evening.

NINE INCH MALES AT ZA'S
The Nine Inch Males are continuing their
tour of the Badger State. Determined to
show off their um er physical attributes,
the troupe will be at ZA's (1106 Main St,
Green Bay) for another fine show.

RICK BEECH AT THE PIVOT
The fabulous Rich Beech, a powerful
singer from Chicago, opens Pageant
Weekend at Appleton's Pivot Club.

Beech known for his techno style Gay
disco songs will be appearing at 10:30
PM.

The Pivot is located at 4815 W. Pros-
pect.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28

NINE INCH MALES AT CLUB '94

Kenosha's Club 94 will be the hot spot
tonight as the Nine Inch Males make an
appearance at the popular night spot.

Showtime is 11:00, but get there early
for a good spot to view this troupe's un, er
physical attributes.

Club 94 is located just off of |1-94. Exit at
Hwy C.

MISS Gay WISCONSIN US OF A AT
THE PIVOT CLUB

Appleton's Pivot Club will be the site of
the Eighth Annual Miss Gay Wisconsin US
of A pageant. The club is located at 4815
W. Prospect.

Winners and runners up for pageants
held thoughout Wisconsin will be com-
peteing for Wisconsin's most prestigious
title.

Admission is $5.00, Table seats are
$10.00. For more information call the
Pivot at 1-800-401-2748.

FASHION EXRAVAGANZA AT
SURVIVAL/REVIVAL
Even if you aren't one of the fashion

impaired you should still attend “Street
Beat!" at the Survival/Revival Resale
Shop.

The Fashion Show includes commen-
tary by Sister Cash Box, music by the
Spangelmakers and comedy by the Dead
Alewives. The whole thing will be emceed
by the always delightful BJ Daniels.

Admission is just $8.00 or $6.00 for
students. Survival/Revival is located at
246 E. Chicago, which is off Water Street
and a couple of blocks North of the Mil-
waukee river.

JUST US ANNIVERSARY SHOW

All of your favorites will be on hand for a
grand Just Us Diva show to help the
popular South Side bar celebrate its Sec-
ond Anniversary.

Just Us is known as the place where
Gay Men and Lesbians mix freely to-
gether. The Anniversary show will reflect
the bar's philosophy in helping build
bridges, with a variety of entertainment
sure to please everyone's taste.

Drink specials, and surprises will be on
hand for everyone!

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29

FREE PIG ROAST/PACKER PARTY
WINDS UP JUST US ANNIVERSARY
WEEKEND!

Just Us will be the place for Packer and
Pig Roast Fans, as the bar located at 807
S Fifth Street winds up its Anniversary
Weekend with a huge FREE Packer Party
and Pig Roast.

A succulent porker will be served at Half
Time of the game. To make sure you
have plenty of beverages to wash down,
the Just Us Sparfankle, Deb, Steve, Rick
and crew will have plenty of drink specials
thoughout the day.

The fun gets underway at 2:30, game
time is at 3:00.

MISS GAY WISCONSIN FINALS

Tonight we find out which Queen will
reign over us for the next year as Lorretta
La Mohr gives up her crown to the new
Miss Gay Wisconsin US of A. at Apple-
ton's Pivot Club.

As much as we love Miss Lamohr who
has been an outstanding, Miss Gay Wis-
consin, we can't wait to see what new face
will emerge from a very crowded, very
talented field.

Admission is $5.00, table seats are
$15.00. For reservations contact the Pivot
1-800-401-2748.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 2

JUST US HOSTS CONCERT PARTY

Milwaukee’s Just Us, 807 S. Fifth St. will
be holding a Melissa Ethridge Concert
Night Party.

There will be pre-concert Happy Hour
with 2 for 1 drinks and a post concert
Party where you can get half off a Sand-
wich or beverage with your ticket stub.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 3

J.S. MARCUS AT MADISON’'S
BORDERS BOOK SHOP

J.S. Marcus will read from Captain’s
Fire, his haunting novel about a Jewish
Bisexual man living in Berlin just after the
Wall came down.

The reading will begin at 7:30 PM. Bor-
ders Book Shop is located at 3416 Univer-
sity Ave., Madison.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 4

FANNIES ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
Fannies, Milwaukee's hot Lesbian bar
located at 200 E. Washington, beings its
fabulous 14™ Anniversary Celebration.
There will be special entertainment, but
no cover.
MELANAIE BRAVERMAN AT ROOM
OF ONE’S OWN

Melanie Braverman, writer of East Jus-
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Sex Marriage Case

Honolulu— Hawaii's landmark case on
same-sex marriages went to Circuit Judge
Kevin Chang on Friday, September 20, fol-
lowing final arguments in which the state in-
sisted that a ban on licensing Gay and Lesbian
marriages protects children.

““The slate's position is the child is best off
with its mother or father or a married man and
woman," said Deputy Attorney General Rick
Eichor in defending the state against a lawsuit
brought by three same-sex couples who were
denied marriage licenses in 1990.

The state's position also applies to ““second
best" situations such as children resulting from
donor insemination for infertile couples and
cases of divorce in which the courts prefer
joint custody, Eichor said.

"It is an elastic concept in the sense of what
is best for the child. There are many second
bests if the first best doesn't work. Same-sex
marriage is not one of them," he said.

tice will be appearing at Room Of One's
Own, 317, W. Johnson St., Madison.

Her novel about loss and recovery in the
American Midwest is the tale of an lowa
adolescence. The reading begins at 6:30.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 5

FANNIES ANNIVERSARY PARTY

Fannies winds up its 14" Anniversary
Celebration with a big party. Inside there
will be drink specials and raffies all night.
Outside is the “Ribbon Hunt" Find a
Ribbon and win cash and prizes.

Fannies is located at 200 E. Washing-
ton.

CAFE MELANGE ANNIVERSARY

Café Melange, 720 N. Old World Third
Street celebrates its Ninth Anniversary
with a bash befitting the occasion.

The free party includes free food, music
by Clamnation and drink specials. The
celebration begins at 9 PM.

CLUB CHEEKS' FIRST SHOW

Club Cheeks, the newest addition to
Wisconsin's Les/Bi/Gay bars will be hold-
ing its first ever show.

The popular club is located at 232 S.
Broadway in Green Bay.

The show will be a benefit for Celeste
Olds, winner of the Miss Gay Great Lakes
US of A At Large Pageant. Procseds will
be used to help Celeste get to the National
Finals in San Antonio Texas.

There is $5.00 cover.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 10 '

MARGARET ERHART READING AT
ROOM OF ONE’S OWN

Margaret Erhart will be reading from her
latest novel, Old Love at Madison's Room
of One's Own, 317 W. Johnson.

Old Love is a story of sexual self-
exploration, intimacy and the remaking of
the American family. The reading begins
at 6:30.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 12

SPOTLIGHT PARTY AT

MANOEUVRES

Mark your calendars for our Spotlight
party debut in the Mad City as we throw a
red hot event, Badger Red that is.

Watch our favorite College team as they
invade Columbus Ohio and beat the pants
off the hated Ohio State Buckeyes.

There will be free Miller Lite for those
dressed in Badger Red and a Badger Fan
contest too!

So be on hand for a great afternoon and
watch our Badgers stomp the enemy with
all of your friends at Manoeuvres, 150 S.
Wilson St. Madison.

The party gets underway at 2:00, game
time is 2:30.

OBERONS RAISE MONEY FOR
KIDS WITH AIDS AT B'S

The Oberons Leather Club will be hold-
ing the first of three Guest Club Nights to
raise money to provide a great Christmas
for Kids With AIDS.

This is an annual project put on by the
Oberons. Guest club nights include beer
busts, raffles and donations. The event
begins at 10:00 and goes until 1:00 AM.
B's is located on S Second and Lapham,
Milwaukee.

Final 'Arguments Heard in Hawaiian Same-

Hawaii's Supreme Court in 1993 ruled that
denying the three couples marriages licenses
amounted to gender discrimination and vio-
lated the state Constitutions equal protection
clause, unless the state could show a compel-
ling state interest in doing so.

Chang is expected to rule before the end of
the year, sending the case back to the state
Supreme Court where a final ruling isn't ex-
pected for at least one year.

“"We think the state after the first week
failed to meet their burden, so certainly they
didn't meet their burden through our wit-
nesses," Dan Foley, the attorney for the three

TURN TO HAWAIIL, PAGE 24

SUNDAY OCTOBER 13

MAMA ROUX DOES THE 70'S!

We don't what it is, but we have sel-
dom seen a bar that likes to party as
much as this one does. The 70's party
the bar threw in August was a big hit, the
popular East Side Neighborhood Bar is
holding another 70's bash so that all of
those who have come in and asked them
to do it again can be satisfied.

There will be a Mr and Ms. 70's dress
contest, a buffet and lots of surprises.
Whether you want to dress up for the
occassion or not, don't miss this party
which our Dusty Sass gave 4 1/2 rips on
his party scale of 1 to 5.

Mama Roux's is located at 1875 N.
Humboldt, Milwaukee. The fun gets un-
derway at 4:00.

CLOCKWORK
Continued from Page 17

modern-day Cinderella story. A young girl
from Caracas, Venezuela has high aspi-
rations—becoming a great opera singer,
%ncll none other than Maria Callas is her
idol.

She settles in Paris in pursuit of her
dream, and here the film takes on echoes
of Cinderella: our would-be opera heroine
Ana (Ariadna Gil) lives with three ambi-
tious girl friends, one of whom, Celeste
(Arielle Dombasle) is the evil “stepsister.”
The “fairy godmother” is a Puerto Rican
shaman (Hidegar Garcia Madriz) with a
plethora of exotic panaceas.

Ana is pursued by two “princes;” one is
the local opera impresario, Italo Medici
(Lluis Homar), and the other is Alcanie
(Evelyne Didi), an eccentric psychoana-
lyst who offers Ana a room as an escape
lfrom her overcrowded apartment and
later, the police.

Cinderella's "glass slipper” even makes
it appearance in a different sense. Finally,
the music of Rossini's “La Cenerentola” is
'Celestial Clockwork’s leitmotif.

Truly, this movie had some promise as
a riotous comedy, as it was no doubt in-
tended fo be. The soundtrack is a rich
combination of classical opera, Schubert
lieder, and salsa. It's filled with quirky
characters (did | mention Ana's Gay as-
trologer/waiter pal?), but somehow Torres
failed to complete the picture and round it
off nicely. There are several humorous
moments, but no real belly laughs or
guffaws.

Where Celestial Clockwork is a real
letdown is in the last act. There's just no
coherent, enjoyable payoff. With Ana’s
ambition to sing opera professionally,
and considering the many tribulations
endured along the way, you'd think we'd
finally get to see her dream come true
before our eyes, right? Wrong.

Torres wanted this multi-layered story
to whirl past us at a spry pace (it clocks
in at only 85 minutes), but only suc-
ceeded in overwinding the clock and the
main spring broke. Celestial Clockwork
is clearly a case of time poorly spent.

On a 1-10 scale, this film rates a 3.

Celestial Clockwork's exclusive , en-
gagement starts on September 27 at
Milwaukee’s Downer Theatre,

BOOT CAMP SALOON

MILWAUKEE’S
LEATHER / LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, Wi
414-643-6900
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HOTEL

Continued from Page 1

Financing Package Complicated
The Scheels with the help of others tried to
put together a complicated financing package
that included government loans and grants as

well as private loans. Scheel says that even
with government help, the project was short on
cash. “Right now we would be about $400,000
short but as time goes on that amount increases
because the cost of construction increases.”

Openly Gay Madison Alderman, Mike Ver-
veer helped with that financing effort. He had
received staff approval for a recommendation to
the Madison City Council for a $590,000 pack-
age to aid the Hotel Washington.

This assistance would have consisted of a
grant for $190,000 and a guarantee for a second
mortgage. The guarantee was valued at
$400,000.

“It wasn't enough,” said Verveer. *“The City
did everything it could, but we can’t put out
money that we don’t have. I'm devastated by
this.” Verveer said he was confident that the
package would have been approved by the City
Council if it had come up for a vote.

Time A Factor

The financing problems were compounded by
the amount of time it was taking to get started
on the project. Part of the problem was a delay
in getting HUD to waive a deed restriction.

No one was aware of the restriction until the
Scheels tried to repay the City of Madison for a
low interest loan they had received to fund the
conversation of part of the Hotel into low in-
come apartments. In May, the Scheels, with
the approval of the Madison City Council asked
for the waiver, but it wasn't granted until July.

Sources say that financing package couldn’t
be completed until after the waiver was given
because the Hotel needed to generate more in-
come than the low income apartments would
have provided.

"The longer it took, the more expensive it got
and the bigger the shortfall became,” said
Scheel. "We wanted to get started well before
the cold weather hits to minimize the time it
would take to rebuild."

An early start was considered to be very im-
portant. The building could not start until the
financing was in place. However, once the fi-
nancing had gone through, repayments would
have to be made. That made a shorter rebuild-
ing time essential because the Scheels needed
the revenue from the Hotel to keep up their
payments.

A late start also meant a winter construction
schedule which would have added a consider-
able amount of time to what would have been
needed for the summer, fall construction that
was originally envisioned. "It increased con-
struction costs” said Scheel. "For example, we
would have had to heat the site before il was
weatherproofed."

Hub of the Community

The Hotel, was home to two of the most
popular Gay bars in Wisconsin, Rod's and, the
New Bar. It also housed the Micro Bar, the
Cafe Palms, Club De Wash and The Barber's
Closet. It had been the hub of Madison's
Les/Bi/Gay community life for 21 years. The
Hotel and its business had a national reputa-
tion.

After the fire, the Scheels were flooded with
calls and letters from throughout the country,
all of them urged an effort to rebuild.

The Rebuilding Effort Moved Forward

They needed little urging. They immediately
launched a rebuilding project, taking time out
only to help raise money for those thrown out of
their jobs and their homes.

At The United's Annual Award dinner in
August, where the Scheels and their staff re-
ceived a special award, a Wisconsin Light
staff member commented to Sherry Scheel Nel-
son that he admired the dedication she and her
brother, Greg, had exhibited risking everything
to rebuild the Hotel.

Her reply summed up the community spirit
that epitomized the Hotel, “We had no choice.
What else could we do? It was our life. We
have so many friends who were part of it as
employees and as customers. We provided
jobs, and a safe place to go to and the commu-
nity needs it.”

With the help of Alderman Verveer, and
Madison Mayor Paul Soglin, the Scheels won
quick approval for the City building permits
and licenses needed to begin construction.
They also won a quick approval for City re-
quest to HUD to waive the deed restriction on
the property.

Last Employees Laid Off

The Scheels had kept several employees on
their payroll for more than six months after the
fire. They were finally laid them off earlier
this month.

"We simply ran out of operating money. We
couldn't afford to keep paying people without
any sources of income. Laying off the remain-
ing staff was one of the hardest things we have
ever had to do." said Scheel.

New Site Sought By The Scheels

Greg and Sherry Scheel, are determined to
find a new home for the two major bars in the
Hotel, Rod's and the New Bar and as many of
the Hotel's businesses as they can.

Greg says "We've are now actively trying to
find an altemative location. So far we haven't

had much luck. We have looked at half a dozen
places, because we want to put our people back
to work. Up to this point though, every place
we have looked at has a problem. Either the
City won't let you in or it’s too expensive, or it
was a bad location. But it’s a big city, I am sure
we will find a suitable site somewhere."

It may be difficult for the Scheels to find a
site that would accommodate all of the busi-
nesses that were in the Hotel, but many observ-
ers have expressed concern that Madison needs
more Gay and Lesbian Clubs than currently
exist, They say that the community would wel-
come the reopening of Rod's and the New Bar.

Scheels To Stay Involved

Scheel emphasizes that he and his sister, re-
main committed to the various projects they
have worked on and initiated no matter what
happens. "The MAGIC Picnic will go on. We
will continue our involvement with the Rodney
Scheel House and all of the other groups we
have worked with. Community involvement
has been a tradition for our family and we will
not abandoned that tradition.”

Building Fund Reimbursements

Scheel says that anyone who donated to the
Building fund and wants their money back
should send him a letter before October 31st,
After that date any remaining funds will be do-
nated to a Gay related charity.

Even so, Greg Scheel can’t resist making one
last pitch telling The Light "If there is anyone
out there with $400,000 they want to invest in a
wonderful project, there is no time like the pre-
sent to speak up.”

Copyrighted 1996 by The Wisconsin Light.
Reproduction of any portion without the ex-
press written consent of The Wisconsin Light
is prohibited.
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couples, said his final witness appeared
Thursday, ending testimony in the trial that
began September 10.

All the witnesses, including those for the
state, agreed that Gay and Lesbian parents are
good parents, that their children develop just
fine, that they should be able to adopt and that
“*if anything, the children of Gay and Lesbian
parents need more support, not less from the
state,” Foley said.

8o as far as the undisputed record of the
case, the state failed to meet its burden,” he
said.

Eichor disagreed. _

“If the policy of the state is to legalize
same-sex marriages, we will be endorsing
those marriages for all purposes,” he said.
“Therefore welll be endorsing a policy that
separates children from their mother and fa-
ther. Therein lies the conundrum.”

Foley said that reasoning is *"bogus.”

**This case has nothing to do with a state
policy of requiring children to be removed
from their biological parents,” Foley said.
“This case has to do with childless couples
who want to marry, couples with children who

want to marry so their children have rights to
benefits."

Foley's final witness was Dr. Robert J. Bid-
well, head of the pediatrics department at
Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and
Children and an associate professor in pediat-
n;c; ?L the University of Hawaii's medical
school.

Legalizing same-sex marriages would give
such families a legal status and help end the
social stigma the children often face during
adolescence, said Bidwell, who estimated
counseling up to 100 children of Gay and Les-
bian parents in his 15 years of practice.

Marriage provides stability to the family and
the couple and validates the status of the fam-
ily in the community,” so any child “can talk
about mom and dad, mom and mom or dad
and dad and be accepted in the community,”
Bidwell said.

His testimony was consistent with all the
expert witnesses both for the plaintiffs and the
state that above all, a loving, caring and nur-
turing family environment is the most impor-
tant aspect of good child development.

The state's expert witnesses last week fo-
cused on the added importance of the natural
instinct biological parents have toward their
own children and having both male and fe-
male role models within the family.
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SF 20, brown hair, me-

414 SM 57", 165

Ibs., mus-
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Seeking Women

414 SBF 36, professional,
financially secure. Looking to
meet other professional women
in the Milwaukee area. Wanting
friendship, long talks & possi-
bly more. Call Ext. 34660

414 SF Nubian or Latin
queen wanted. Someone who is
feminine & who likes to be
spoiled. If you have a lovely per-
sonality, give me a call soon.
Call Ext. 34676

414 Married female, 24.
Looking for another woman. I've
had several fantasies about mak-
ing love with another woman. If
you are interested, call me soon.
Call Ext. 34581

608 SF 31. Interested in

hearing from other females to
share my adventures in explor-
ing new things & fantasies. I'm
sincere, very good-looking & in-
terested in hearing from women
only. Call Ext. 33851

414

dium-built, green eyes. I like hav-
ing fun. I enjoy sports & softball.
Looking for someone who wants
to go out & have a good time. He
should be between the ages 19-
25. Call Ext. 34525

608 SBF 32. Looking for a
White female. I have 3 kids.
Leave me a message if you are
interested. Call Ext. 33312

Y77

Seeking Men

414 SBM 27,5'7", 190 Ibs.,
work out daily. Looking for some-
one who is 18-31 for friendship.
Must be available during the day-
time, be a non-smoker, discreet
& safe. Call Ext. 34461

414 SM 6', 160 Ibs., lonely,
nice-looking, clean-shaven, calm
& collected 23-year-old. Enjoy
movies, video games & exercis-
ing. I'm a high school graduate
with career goals. Looking for a
very attractive, gay White bot-
tom, 18-22, with the same initia-
tives. No games. Call Ext. 34472

SM 6', brown hair, blue
eyes, clean-shaven, mustache.
I'm looking for someone similar,
30-40. Must be clean, safe & dis-
creet. Call Ext. 33339

cular. Looking for someone, 18-
25, who enjoys all types of mu-
sic. Must be similar size &
muscle bound. Race is open.
Seeking someone open & outgo-
ing who will appreciate me for
me. Call Ext. 34533

608 SM €', 165 lbs., brown
hair, blue eyes. I enjoy hiking,
swimming, watching TV, dining
out & movies. I would like to
meet someone 18-30, to talk to
& develop a relationship with.
Leave a message if you are inter-
ested. Call Ext. 32929

715 SWM Looking for other
White males 20-40 who would
like to have a fun time getting to
know each other. I'm a smoker
& a social drinker. I like quiet
evenings at home, movies & to
be spoiled. Call Ext. 33098

715 SM 30, new to the area.
Looking for other males, 25-45,
who are confident in their
lifestyle. I love quiet evenings at
home & spoiling that special
someone. I like to fix a home-
cooked meal & treating a man
like he should be treated.

Call Ext. 33714

To browse
ads, respond
to ads, or to

check your

messages,
call...

1-900-
776-3535

$1.98/min.*

This system is
available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. Touchtone

phone required.

(Wisconsin Light, Milwaukee, WI)

HOW TO USE THIS SYSTEM - Dear Reader: Enjoy reading all the ads in the category of your choice, highlighting the ones you'd like to respond
to. Then call 1-900-776-3535 (51.98/min.*) and follow the instructions. Ads are kept 8 weeks, replies kept 7 days and then erased. If you need help
using the system, call Customer Service at 1-360-636-9267. What you see here is only a small portion of the ads currently on our Voice Personals
system, so you might wish to call and browse through the latest ads. To record your own FREE voice personal, call 1-800-260-1782. You'll
automatically be assigned a voice box number. Remember, we screen our ads daily, but we are not responsible for the advertisers. We urge you to
screen people yourself. Talk by phone, and meet first in a public place. Publisher reserves the right to review, revise or refuse any ads. Must be 18
or older to use this system. Touchtone phone required. * Average length of call is 3 minutes, total cost determined by caller. Have fun and good luck!




lllinois

LETS GET DOWN AND DIRTY I'm 30 years old,
6'1, 1651bs, Brown military cut hair, Elueeyes nice
swimmers build ¥'m looking for non professional
guys 18 to 30 who like nﬁmgwfcmd

are straight acfing and looking coll me. roro)
=1094

\

RICAN RUMBA I'm o 35 year old Puerfo Rican BROTHER TO BROTHER |'m o Gay Block mals,
male, @ fop, 5 ‘8, 190lbs, locking for other Puerio oF, 195lbs, nice body, mkmg for
Ricon guys, hairy men a plus, chubby ok. Givemea o er well |tmuscn.ﬂmeﬁiad(mCu

call. (Min is) =10625 (Minneapolis] =7556

RAUNCH MASTERS WANTED I'm 35 yearsold,  GOOD TIMES ARE WAITING I'm 40 yeors old,
&1, 180ibs, nice trim build, dark hair, clean and 6f, 180lbs, dark, masculine, good looking, discrest.
healthy. I'm seeking masculing raunchy men who are Imiaul:l for @ mdundo‘SOM'iorsmshu
dominant. r'n; - ;o&erveyourmryneed good locking. Call me. (Minneapolis) 25635
[ polis) =7374

1 DO KNOW WHAT | WANT I'm o 23 yeor old
White male, Black, hair, Brown eyes
40lbs, atiractive: Ims.eelu nGcrywhnemuls 2
b 31 for o possible long ferm ralanmship 1fike
dancing, movies, woter skiing, efc. Coll me.
[Chicago) =11147

TURN TO THE I.!F'flmd?yeunold Whife male,
dominant, I'm looking for young gu;u who like
meo ff and pose. Call me. {Downers Grove)

OF HIGHER INTELLIGENCE I'm o Gay male,
511, 155lbs, Brown mbuid head, mustache,
goatee, 2‘Irymrsdd and Filipine, I
afirachive rna il I young man. I'm
looking mgrlﬁl vgen s :ﬁm is atiroctive
and s!nble Ca"me {Evunsl'onl 1!10512

LETS GET WET I'ma 37 rddWhmmaleSS,
mlwir.ﬂrmmm:l lbsdeandmen

would like o meet White men 30 to 50 for water
sports and oral fun. Call me. [Evansion] =9831

mmmrm??yearsdd 55, dork hair,
Blue eyes, 1351bs, asrobic instructor. I'm looking for
somecne someone secure and fit. If
you bke o have fun coll me, (Evonsion] +8494

STI;IMOHTTOTHEP%NY&MEJE dll:rn
siroight ochi 1802510 wi Iprafu'
l ng\%r?'!eor Hispanic. Coll me. (Evansion)

PUNISH ME I'm o 25 yeor old slove looking for a
ther, bondage, and

master who is inlo
discipline. | wont 1o be rboyundlwﬂrcm
and need fo be |

ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE? I'm o
Transsexual interested in guys who ore masculine,
siruight appearing, well en | like o dance,
dnne out, f.ook shop, look mydlﬂ'ehm

polis) =5678

you. Please sir I'm
very heavily. (Minneapolis] =8479

DO AS YOUR TOLD BOYIH 'm a 32 year old
Gay white male, 6H, 195lbs. I'm looking for bottoms
18 fo 29 who are info bondoge, discipline, and
obedience. Call me. {Minneapolis) =10925

REGULAR BUDDY WANTED |'m o Goy White

male, 39 years old, 6’1, 1601bs, Hazel eyes, Brown

hair, goatee. I'm lookmg ancl huve an sasy

gm noture. | like passion, dini walks,
Il me. (Minneapelis) =1

\

DOMINANT ALL AMERICAN TOP I'm o
dominant, all American, dean cul, White male. I'm
hot horny, hung, 30's, 511, 180lbs, work out grsﬂ'

disecse free, booze and buds are OK with me.
I demand o curious, obedient, slender mole under 35
o service me. Minneapolis) =6202

mﬂmlfw‘mmmlmn&y
male, 33 years old, info leather, and
mumerhul:nee

I'm

a hot
undrol':::gmll Call m? [Minneapolis] =4569

HEY BROTHER I'm o Bi Block mole looking for
unoﬂ'lerﬂ-lo:k male, 'm 59, 150Ibs, Black haoir,
nlce tone body, very affracive. I'm

“’?nemd ual feitowed Block .

{Minnecpolis) =10934

ONE MORE SATURDAY NIGHT I'm in my
msddﬂs Hi’nacnoréuur)?,mhqum travel,

Somecne
spm;FCdime [Minnecpolis) =11013

I.OOKINGSASTI'm?S)mndd 5'6, Blond
hair, Blue eyes, I'm searching man
lBhWhﬁ:ﬂngmdupsteh‘vghrm

I'm fun, outgeing, A ﬂ«uxgod "3

WILLING TO GO ALL THE WAY White male
navice seeks White male nion. | will go all the
wizy with the right person ?‘} | me. {Joliet] =5916

ANYTHING GOES I'm 2] msdd 511,
210lbs, Brown hair, Brawn , Bi, into
Coll me. (Oakpark)

ing.

LETMIEYDUlumEGuLImumsyanch

rnnld I'm very submissive. I'm o Gay Transvestite nol
of the closet yet. I'm 25 years old and would love

vo rnee% a very masculine man who will dominate me

and freot mi@ a litle girl, | will do anything I'm

fold. (Rockford) =81

OUT AND ABOUT | like 1o comp and spead fime
outdoors. | would like fo meet some male friends to
have fun and do things with, Coll me. {Des Maines)
=9509

CUM AS YOU ARE I'm a man looking
fun. I like 1o cqrn and have rm? uy Fnends Ifyw
ore interested cu me. {Des Mnlnes[g =213

THE MORE THE MERRIER | would like o meet lofs
of for fun and friendship. Call me. (Des Moines)

e
i
o
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TALKING PERSONALS! HUNDREDS OF GUYS TO Hl]l.]SE' FROM! CALL NOW!

1-900-370-1626

Call The 900 number to respond to ads, browse unlisted ads, or retfrieve messages. Only $1.99 per minute. 18+. Customer Service: 415-281-3183

TAKE ME I'M YOURS I'm o Gay White male,
5'6, Blue eyn dark curly hair, gaod shupe

body. I' Fo
fun iuﬁ\ml :10 o aﬁ:man man fo hks

chargecf me, [Sumf Puul:l -7m

MORE THAN THIS I'm o Gay male, straight

I'm friends and possibly more. | live just
South of Applefon. If you are interested give me o
call. {Appla!un} utg‘}

ocfing, srrougltlookmg 35 years old, 510, 160|bs.

SECRET LOVER I'm o Bi White male, 27 years

old, smooth, good locking. I'm looking for o

?wnqa'WMamlelSm!?roben!{ml[mu
n iravel the whole state. Call me. | )

CLEAN AND INTELUIGENT? I'm o 27 year old Bi
Black male looking for Fnandshsp | like rumoe‘lba”
hshing, working out, et: . I'm looking for someone

1o 31 who is dean, inl !undunonsmoleer Cu“
me. (Milwoukee) G'lol?n

OUY AND ABOUY ' Goy Viie e 2
rcrs old, 66, 150lbs. 'm looking fo meet other men
o 35 o riancip ond possitle reconship. |

fi k. Call
{MMMI ﬂ?md mes, el me,

RELATIONSHIP ORIENTED |'m o handsome

? rofessional Gay White male, Ji;mrmld 510,
65lbs. I'm relationship oriented and I'm seski

aftroctive Gay White men 29 o 35 for duhng,ﬁn

ond possible relationship. I'm straight ocfing and

nppaurlng [Mitwoukee) =9218

=8732

APPLETON GUY I'm 22 yeor old Gay White
mole looking for someone to have fun with, Call
me. (Appleton) =6976

LOOKING FOR A GOOD FRIEND I'm o 22
year old Gay White male new fo the areo. I'm
aftractive, 59, 150lbs, Brown eyes. I'm
looki Forsomaonel&lo?ﬁ loves to
have fun and who can be o friend.
Call me. {Appleton) =694

mY GUY 'm an ordi
for Imﬁnc is

from
ﬁlnurﬂ—s:mandllhs hdoumndyd
things. If you I!'li%h;ashd call me

{Appleton) =2
mmlﬁ nmlm I'm iaoknrg
for new fr buddies fo connect

with on un occ.usmnal basis. | like dark

hair and features. [ looking 34
,-Luwhm"“ o O 190s,
masculine. Coilrnn fﬁuu Claire) =7099

Iooh

SMOOTH BOY I'm 5'7, 125lbs, smooth body,
smooth chest, 'm looking for someone in my area for
fun fimes, Call me. IMrlwuuhea] 28967

ON THE SIDE I'm a Gay White male, late 30's,
58 150ibs, hairy chest, receded hair line. I'm

rrﬁforanEw&de for fun on the side. Call
me. (Mivoukee) 57379

LETS GET WET I'm &'3, Blondhulr Hazel eyes,
155lbs. Ih'mmmmg,wﬁj biki C:Fmgr
5.

efc. I'm interested in mesting new
| #6599
m’mwml'mISyearsold smooth

(Milwoukes

botiem boy looking for @ hot lop muscular man. A
hot construction worker, body builder, cop, ec. 1o
toke control of me. Mdr!medollslr. me your

dirty fitle boy. (Milwavkee) =7498
READY FOR A CHANGE 'm o nnﬁ%mmh

i mmlha
kinky cross dresser. [lewuuha} =5255

S‘rmmmx I'm @ handsome and
Whl!emie aurly 30's, slim, d:scrw

CUTE YOUNG lOY Hot 28 yeor old Blond,
hair, very ice, Iﬁm versafile, h:mg

Mﬂﬁlml’mmmbdinﬂm &:rs looking. Call me. (Minnea
:mma{ulmdlmumhwwmwﬂ M. BEST OF FRIENDS I'min =
wﬂvﬂm benwbesﬂrmd

ok, 45 yoorscid 11, 185, fm L e |

4 'm
nmadmunmm (Joliet) 9;8 mn!fm hmwmmﬂ}h"‘k" 250
| LIKE EM SWEET AND STRONG I'm -
S TN o

sports fora

rﬁmﬂrgﬁmmlm:rﬂ fgwuwou w”' Fm locking WWH’” out g
hﬁ:}kﬂ:\;mﬁwlnﬂmmimum (Mi I“P"“'-bh} 211415 2

CREAM TEAM WANTS ANYTHING TO onatractiveond | &
m very muscular, :d Mr‘fd’wﬂn{;;? mhmmmWhihmde hliund Hmiur s k=
e L W ey sk LI

hirry. We are into i
oyt scobing G oG o . g;;vmll;'mmmwmﬂm 5
=

m'rumuunr Freach maid, SOMBONS fPecii T | 8
submissive Gu'y whie mﬂ;.:mm 25 ;:::! old. 1°°k' r%w ?ﬁ asngma- =]
'ti"&bd'i&. g o il el hi;-'ﬁﬂw cdae 30 or & kg

ma like your Title girl. Call me. {Jolie o md': ikeesied

ah 1p are | I'nutwmus

‘mummnlonourmuwmdd e o e g ey
O Nyl Srovnhar, B ey, ey bloc ol 5 23000 ' ecking o 5 e
s pmublylrﬁohmshlp Call me. [olef S.‘:ﬂm":‘;ﬁ’ to 0.1 ke goig ou. cooking,

ﬁfﬂﬂd:ml‘muﬂywdﬂ\i%m
fo dongwl m

wl‘cm msﬁmnsth
Cullmrne [Minneapolis) =10775

SHOW OFF I'm o master mosturbator. I'm 39 years
o o ey wel g ol v o e b
you. Collmz.- [Minneapolis) =9

WE'LL HAVE A GAY OL TIME I‘rnlaokmFg fora

single Gay male 1810 29 foro you are
him call me. (Minneapolis)

READY FOR A CI-IANGE I'm lnlurssiui in mesfing
Tronssexuals . I'm inferested in you.

Please coll me. {anaapohs] #9782

AS YOU WISH I'm a single White male, 35
old. I'm lookmg For & daminant Bi White male z:crs
with me cu Nwill A 1m o
Cross

submit o my master,
no!h:%l wn rdo for ymeall me. iMrrlnenpol

imkl.lb'l'g\gryﬂl'mﬂﬁ rold Bi‘thk |
i males whi hme hime,

mpo;g lngirummld fo wild. Call me i

(Minneapolis) =9930

mmmmnwmlmum)’wr
old cule bearded cub mkmq a big beor for lof?

oving care, | would like
o meet one special man. Call me. (Minneapolis)

PICTURE THIS I'm o Goy White male, Blond hair,
ﬂ:ew hurdthoormg ofiractive, 34 years old. |

on, , oul s, efc.

wlosk g ki qd"lraom sy g o phaose
gw&rﬂ boy 18:1 Please call me. (Mrnrumalls}

| NEED A TOP MAN |'rl| 5'10, Mbum f\ulr

Green eyes. I'miooh g

Wdhmes if youurulnmes plausecnllrm
inneapolis) =3940

'I'H!!EN.THlNG I'm 29 years old, Brown hair,
eyes, &ft, | smooth, cute. |'m looking
§or honesl ond raai peop#a who are not info gomu
‘ e times and mare. Coll me. (Minneapolis)
m

LETS WORK IT OUT I'm a 38 year old Gay male

looking for some fun times this summer. It con be

m‘nl rhemshngs;nmnbeni:oregjln
L 'm sibili a relafionship

me, [Mnmpdulpazﬂlz

m31 mrwldl Go{’gbi nﬂr "”“' T e 8 o e o
1l
mlnmﬂaﬁl‘\g |mwh.| & tﬂﬂ
7 ey s g Mo et
o
M LOOKING FOR FRIENDS I new 35 11 “ﬁ..,g;mm s s o posite
Asian male, 5’6 1?250%: lrw':h' gl Ml s
White guys 18 o friendship o mmmmawmnr
more, Call me. (Madison) ddGoy%lme %hon& hair,
=l Hnml "1 Iéslbs hmmuxdu bu Ianpy
LETS GET YO KNOW EACH OTHER F'md thn,
I'm in my early 30s, well built, toll, clean urau lufﬁmmd Ihlp CdlmrT
i would like to meet men
S Iahwd& s 1o get fo know ond have cownosmumsrmuwmrdd
2 fun with. Call me. ison) 28996 Block mole, 6'3, I%mﬂod‘n affroctive. I'm
. MUSCLE MADNESS Im 58, 15bs,  (iL8 ""“,U, X setoc i ey cun, Cok g,
. Blond hair, Blueayu m for
i m;cubrandMuzmwhoirielobm NO CRIMINAL RECORD I'm o B White male,
fun. Call me. (Modison) =8511 &1 ﬁmndd 2171bs, ulhld-;burld , Blue eyes,
" handsome, GQ locks ; no
ESCEM&MW:th:hﬁ eriminal recard. fmlaok:hgofnra &m\:“:hur
Iols ufdlﬂammhngs Il me. {Madison) b:?q?clmulkzlaiﬂ ii i)

WISCONSIID!USIM»&? Call me if you
are 35 and under. (Madison) =5610

TORRID ENCOUNTERS I'm a Gay Lotin male
&, 195lbs, 26 years old. | sesk musculo r, lustful,
Guy%lmmieso(mm!asmblﬂforhrrd
encounters, Coll me, (Modison] =4016

e

Agian 3 it eyes,

healthy, very ath arr:unci?wdlooﬂn lm?:;y""’)’

weight lifing, biking, ond summer movies. 'm

lco& hrnWthamulei'Ob32whcuﬁland
. {Madison) =3688

old,

ARE YOU IN KNEED? | have Brown hair and
Blue eyes, te build. | love to hove sex and
ve ond recaive mossage. If you are into havi
ﬁ.m or a possible relationship call me. (Madison

DON'T WORRY BE H.I.PF‘I'Iama deaf White
male looking for fun, sex, and more. If
you wwldnqza me please

mmg to this mailbox. Thunﬂ you. [Minneapolis)
=

LOOKING FOR FRIENDS I'm o Goy While male

in Min is looking for friends. If you are out
Ph;r:ST ng this ad please call me. rumnenpulls}
k-2

WHERE ARE YOU? I'm an atfroctive 41 year old
Gay White male, 170lbs, Brown hair, Blue eyes,

masculine, nice I like weight ifing, runnis
efc. I'm looking fo bc:dgGuy ﬂl‘:'k‘gmaie ;ﬂ 1o 45 for g

friendship, and more. Leave o message.
(Minneapolis] ' =2319

THIS TOP WANTS YOU I'm o Gay White male,

UNINHIBITED I'm o 27

5
Minnesota oot Lol
=10179
BOTTOM LINE I'm looking for a friend and o
passible relationship, I'm o gohom looki [or afop
person. Lets chat. Igrwlclyn Park) =1
\'OUNOAN WILLING 'ma 20 oidrnule.l (M.lnnaﬂpols} -nw
have never done anything like this be Imnol

into kinky stuff but I'm willing blryuny'h

like to meet guys lo have e ID

have sex all the time. Call me. E&ash:]

TIRED OF PLAYING GAMES |'m very ofhlafic,
Brown curly hmr hmr}r chest. | like athlefic dudes und
I'm 1ook|nq ferm relationship, Its cold

and I'm willing lodma I'm 30 yeors old, 185ibs. |
love scuba dwmg and wresfling. (Duluth) =7480

ALONE IN ELK RIVER I'm a single man looking
for  friendship and relationship. | n?ue alone ond
have lafs of hobbies. I'm looking for o guy 18 1o 25.
Call me. [Elk River)] =10450

ELK RIVER COMPANION I'm Ioui:mg ;Of
companionzhip with a young man. If you
interasted pleas call me. (Elk Rver) #2832

JUST A LITTLE NERVOUS |'m a divorced White
male, 43 years old, 510, 175lbs, Blond hair, Blue
eyes, clean and discreet, This is o new experience o
me, I|rkewda0§ oys, and mutvol massage. I'm
'nﬁformraexp[omwrh (Mankote)
=]

GIVE US A CALL Gay White couple, 30'5 looking
waunmlhgo,zHBnndM You must be
tworthy ond honest. Call us. (Mankato)

=11004

KINKY RAUNCHY
old Gay White mde with HIV locking for other
positive Gay men for hot, raunchy, kinky, uninhibited
wmal encounters. Call me. (Minneapolis) 8220

WEIGHT TRAINING BUDDY WANTED I'm o
old Bi White male, Brown hair, Blue
Bwf lbs, musculor, 32" woisl, 46 chesi,
Iookmg for o weight training buddy for rru:mrlg
sessions of the gym and more. discretion
assured. I:aneupdu] =761 3

ROMANCING THE LATINS I'm a 24 yeor old
mnﬁondFmdﬂn'ule 62, 165lbs, | like roller

I'm sesking Lafin men
21 Inr?d fora rulahmshlp Cull me. (Minneapolis)
=7752

mm”f\r‘mb:ﬂf'{]rﬂimlmn

Transsexua uti I'm in

ssurl:h verywefl menm:;ythm
open minded, and like fo do things outeh

w4127

MISSING LINK SOUGHT I'm lote 40's, husky
build, beard, mustache. | would like to meei beur

pe 30's lo 50's who is very hairy. Call me
Kﬂadlwn}

HAIR WE GO I'm 18 ysors old, 6'4, 2101bs. I'm
looking for someone 18’10 30 who hkas fo do just
about uny?hlng Hairy men are o plus. (Modison)

ARREST ME |'m o submissive Gay White male,
511, 155lbs, Brown hair, Hazel eyes. 'm looking
for o dominant man 21 o 45 who is in law
enforcemant, Call me. (Madison) =2840

THIS BOTTOM WANTS YOU I'm 27 years old,
510, Auburn hair, Green eyes, glosses, mustache

?.‘6 rs old, Blond hair, Blue eyes, ', 200lbs. I'm lmbcklanrmmumndmy?e for hun and
f ing mmanTm t. Poul or River gi; more. Call me. [Menonomie) =3939
| youureil o 29, siraight acting, aftroctive o
FOX VALLEY MAN I'm o 36 yeor old While
Lo d in o fop man please coll me. (Minneapolis) male, &1, 190lbs, Brown eyes, hairy BE;UY
masculine, very straight octing. Iiyouare ing
ON THE MAKE IN NORTHFIELD I'm Forwslsexmonlmmhecbmu plan fo
old, 510, 210lbs, Green eyes. | like |r|g§orm:1h siay that woy. ['m looking for o lo
a dlnmg aul. | would like 1o hear lromman 1810 rsluhonship [Milwaukea] =11
e D o gl GET HOOKED ['m o 33 yor ol Whie nol
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL I'm 29 yours old,  looking to haok White men. I'm more
5'10&1%; I'm looki nmagm ok Cm ofa o lprls rarl?gukmnrundh:‘rois Im:jn
i ape. I'm just looki up ond see
b BRI Te T o, O ot Wy (Mivodisl) #5873
LETS DO A mﬂmmﬁlm30m POSITIVE AND Hm’l’“’f I'm 31 years old, HIV
old, 5'7, 155lbs, shape, orally Br;junoug I'm ponmlmuhhy I'm rn'an in my area. If
a mes st please leave
looking Bi or Gay men. I'm interested in mc\gﬂm ok { Muﬁwﬁmﬂ‘ ]

mlfym are too call me, (Rochester)

TRUCKER SERVICE I'm o 44 yeor old White male,
6'2, 180lbs, I'm looking for Bi or Slmlghl truckers to
service. You must be clean, healthy, and good
looking. Call me. {Rn\:hemr:l =8607

STRAIGHT TO THE POINT I'm 0 33 old

Whike maole, 510, 165lbs, Brown hair, eyes,

ha fm ookmgfotm??loSSwhum

atiractive and straight acting. I'm i

msuul duhng und a qoas: relationship. Cuil me,
|

Ianeupohs] ©5538

LETS CUDDLE I'm &k, 175lbs, shupe

beard, hairy chest, | enjoy the ww

dinners, quiel evenings, mddln:a eic. I'm boknng for
hmry man who is in

me. (Minneapalis)

YOUNG PUP SEEKS OLDER DADDY I'm
|ook;ng§armggloldermw30m'soid Fm19
like racing, dining out, music, ele,
mé&'3, 2451bs sandy Brmm hoir, goatee, glosses,
mmbq.u raumun man and want fo meet
meplemam (Rocheste:) 05352

mmmrméh 160lbs, nice
|ook|ng, clean shaven, 23 years old . | enjoy
movies, exercise, rovel, eic. 'm seeking o very
altractive bottom 18 fo 22. Call me. No games,
(Milwaukes) =9613

mmmrmamng
n\%hhmbrfmm!shrp pnmh‘!
l;'::ls?.b rESl mo&ﬁlﬁmhﬂ;rgfmms 5'8,
5. ore inf please coll me
MM}";" 1720

LOOKING FOR A HOT HUNG TOP I'm o Gay
White male, 25 years old, Brown hair, Blue eyes,
dender build. !’mlmlungfunhdhmghpmun
Call me. (Milwoukes) =

SMALL ENDOWED BOTTOMS WANTED I'm an
older young looking 44 year old Gay White male,
59, léﬂhs &Mholr Brown eyes, cleon shaven,
hairy chest, nice lsg& !nprrnﬂ I'm Ionbngfor

are small endowed bottoms, Call
iﬁl\mhﬂ] =1878

lﬂ'!m"lmtzhbmuphbeultogeﬂw
;i;“ hhﬁo&ilmilmma;:ndﬁan Ien

ing, hiking, ond eri
(Mi &Mﬂﬂ 5

TOP MAN WANTED I'm o 20 okf

White male, Reddish Brown hair,

200kbs, freckles. I'm lookin Forn#opmaniﬁiclﬁ
Call me. (Milwoukes) 322

SMOOTH LITTLE BOTTOM WANTED |'m o fop
man, 41 yeors old, 85, 230lbs, I'm Jooking for o
smooth iitle botiom 18 fo 25. I'm secure ond o
workaholic, If muld like fo know more pleose

call me. (Nina) =8686
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ARE YI]U IVIAN

ENOUGH?

LEATHERLINK
1-900- 1404897

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366. THE SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!
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The Original UsA G Pﬂl‘tv Li“e

WHY PAY MORE? WHY SEARCH?
Here You Get Everything

EXXXTREME
HOT SAMPLES
. 011-239-3235
Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone
lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-809-404-6433

: Special Live
: Gay Party

WILD & DIRTY
- 011-592-591-526

International LDD Rates
746 to 51.27 Par Minute. 18+

JGH TRADE

1 ON 1 W:'TH KINKY LEATHER STUDS
HOT-AS-HELL ROUGH GROUP SEX

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-575-4088
\ KINKY SLAVEBOYS: 1-900-745-3459
HOT COUPLES: 1- 900-"4.: 3120

==3=
Yis. « 852.00-3 92/Min

1-ON-1 WITH SLEAZY-TALKIN DUDES
WILD GROUP JACK + INTERNET CHAT

M@@*Mﬂﬂ@

MCNISA OR AMEX: 1-800-354-4688
WILD LATIN TOPS: 1-900-745-1250
HORNY BLACK DUDES: 1-900-745-7273

« VOICE-MAIL PERSONALS -
 MESSAGE NOTIFICATION -
+*DIRECT CONNECT -

PUB. 100

unnuees o0 944-889

IBM and Lincoln National Insurance Offer
Health Benefits to Same-Sex Couples

New York—IBM on Thursday, September
19, became the nation's largest company to
extend health benefits to the partners of its
Gay and Lesbian employees.

Gay activists welcomed the decision and
said they hoped it would encourage other
companies to do the same. Because it is so
large and diverse, IBM is regarded as a bell-
wether of American business practices.

Its new policy covers dental, vision and
general health benefits, starting on January 1.

IBM did not extend benefits to unmarried
heterosexual couples. The company, like oth-
ers, reasoned that such couples can obtain
benefits by getting married, an option not
open to gays.

IBM employs about 225,000 people world-
wide and 110,000 in the United States.

It joins nearly 470 other large corporations,
governments and universities in the United
States to provide the same benefits to same-
sex couples that it does to married couples.
That's up from 250 a year ago, according to
Common Ground, a Natick, Massachuseits
research firm.

High-tech companies generally have led in
the extension of benefits to same-sex couples.
Lotus Development Corp., which IBM ac-
quired last year, took the step in 1990 and
was among the first to do so.

In recent months, several other household
names, including Walt Disney Co. and
American Express Co., have also extended
health benefits to partners of Gay employees.

"Having a company like IBM on board is
going to shake a lot more of them out of the
trees,” said Liz Winfield, co-founder of Com-
mon Ground.

“What we really focused on in our discus-
sion was our commitment to nondiscrimina-

Gay College Boy

Listen or Join In
-900-745-2398

Now with

_DIGITAL SOUND

“ Sound so clear, you'll toste it!

tion," said Jill Kanin-Lovers, vice president of
human resources for IBM's U.S. divisions.
“We have a long standing policy of treating
employees equitably and fairly. That was how
we shaped our decision-making.”

IBM in 1974 was the first large company to
include sexual orientation in its nondiscrimi-
nation hiring policy.

To qualify for the new benefits, IBM em-
ployees will be required to sign affidavits
saying that they are financially and emotion-
ally attached to their partners. Other compa-
nies have a similar requirement, and such
documents have become common in same-sex
partnerships.

Lincoln National

Lincoln National Corp., headquartered in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, will begin offering
health-care benefits to partners of Gay male
and Lesbian employees at the beginning of
next year,

Lincoln announced the new employee bene-
fits Friday, September 20.

Lincoln spokesman Bob Jones said an em-
ployee and partner would have to sign an af-
fidavit saying they have been financially and
emotionally interdependent with each other
for at least 12 months, are at least 18 years of
age and not blood relatives.

Packets of information on the coverage,
which will include medical, dental, vision,
hearing and life insurance benefits, will be
available on November 1.

"It has been under consideration for some
time," Jones said. “The broadening of the
definition of "eligible dependents' is in keep-
ing with Lincoln National's shared wvalues,
strongly influenced by questions of fairness
and responsibility.”

Because health-care benefits are available
to the legal spouses of Lincoln National em-
ployees, the company felt it should extend
benefits to gays and lesbians who are not al-
lowed to marry legally, he said.

Lincoln National will not offer health-care
benefits to heterosexual couples who are liv-
ing together,

“"They have the right to take advantage of
the marriage laws," Jones said. “"Couples of
the same sex do not."

All of Lincoln National's affiliates will be
covered by the policy. The corporation and af-
filiates have 10,250 employees, ineluding
3,500 in Fort Wayne.

1-800-PRO- MALE

51.25/MIN. V/MC

1-900-999-3333

Ssi. 99 ‘MIN. BILLED TO YOUR PHONE 18+

Men and Sex are waiting for you!




MIXNER

Continned from Page 1

memos don't work. That life in the closet
doesn't work. That we understand the very
tough practical game of politics, and now
what you have to understand is that we are
capable of playing it.

So, supporting Clinton does not mean si-
lence. Just the opposite, elections are sup-
posed to be the time of dialogue, and ideas
;&;ld new directions and visions. I still believe

at.

Supporting Clinton doesn't mean he is per-
fect. We have voted often for some very im-
perfect characters. Supporting Clinton doesn't
mean we stop pushing for justice. Nor should
we be the ones to rationalize when he takes
the side of injustice.

I will not be the first to step to the line to
defend him for signing the Defense of Mar-

CLASSIFIEDS

riage Act. Nor would I urge anyone of this
community to do so.

Let me tell you what happened today, if |
may. This Defense of Marriage Act takes
away our immigration rights, it takes away
our Medicare and some Social Security rights,
it takes away certain Medicaid and Medicare
rights, it takes away bereavement rights, it
takes away some of our family leave rights, it
takes some of our employee union rights
away.

I don't know a person in this room who is
willing to surrender one of those rights, let
alone all of them in one piece of legislation.
And I am not about to rationalize that he had
no choice, that the political opportunity wasn't
right, it was wrong what he did today. Very
wrong what he did today!

He did it for political reasons, and I'm going
to say so. It doesn't stop me from walking into
a voting booth and pulling the lever. And if
anyone thinks this community can't chew gum
and walk at the same time, and make some
powerful decisions and be powerful in our

advocacy for our rights, and be practical po-
litically, they are wrong. We're not stupid.
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crawled up the driveway to cast his vote, be-
cause he knew what was at stake. We more
than anyone know what it means to be part of
the process.

We're not taking ourselves out of it. More
than anything we're not budging. We're here
to stay. We're going to fight until we win.
Sometimes that means we're nice people,
sometimes that means we're tough. We have
the capacity to be both.

But what we most of all have the capacity
to do, is to not to be detered in the fight for
our freedom by any individual, friend or foe.

What is your feeling about closeted poli-
ticians ?

Basically what your asking me about is
"outting." Now, one of the things I've learned
is that sometimes makes me unpopular with
straight peopole when I get arrested in front
of the White House, and sometimes | become
unpopular with gay and lesbian people when [
don't take stands that please them. But I'm a
tough old ogre and I've always spoken my
mind. [ am against outting!

And Il tell you why 'm against outting. [
think its a form of blackmail. 1 think its a
form that says unless you think like [ do, un-
less you vote what I believe in, I will punish
you for what you are. We are fighting for the

freedom to be who we are, whatever that
might be.

A union member, a -- shudder-- Republi-
can, or in the closet. I don't think any of us
have the right to play God. How are you going
to feel if you out someone and they kill them-
selves.

In 1969 I almost killed myself when the
federal government blackmailed me. Its in the
book. They said if I didn't get out of the anti-
war movement and turn over [information],
basically spy on the anti-war movement, they
were going to send photographs of the man |
was dating and myself to my parents.

I almost killed myself. I don't want that on
my conscience. That's not what we're about as
a community, We're not mean and mean spir-
ited like Pat Robertson and Phyllis Schafley.

We're about the spirit of Dr, Martin Luther
King and Mahatma Ghandi. We're about
bringing something different to this country
out of our suffering and out of our struggle,

And if we can't bring anything different out
of the path that we travel, then we've done
something wrong. That is where I come down,
whether it is popular or not in the community,
I feel very strongly!

Copyright 1996 by GLINN Publishing
Corporation. Printed with permission
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acres in picturesque Door County, WI. Suites in-
clude: double whirlpool, fireplace, private bath, en-
tertainment center, breakfast to room. For reserva-

Chanticleer Guest House—located on 30 private
Support Our

tion or color brochure, call Bryon and Darrin at Advertisers
(414) 746-0334 u

They Help Us Bring You
The Light!

‘Employment
e e e e e s ST
Help Wanted We saw “The Birdcage” and want to
hire their house man! Fox Point Family, “June Ward
and boys” need a person who cleans like Mr. Clean,
cooks like Mom did, and has Martha Stewart’s flair.
Most bhands-on-position, some management. We
offfer the following to a dependable employee - beau-
tiful environment, top salary, full benefits and paid
vacation. We think we are nice. Please send a com-
plete resume to June Cleaver at (414) 347-1825.

Employment Consultant

Creative Employment Opportunities Inc is a com-
pany which supports individuals with disabilities in
obfaining and maintaining employment. “:’e are
seeking a team player with strong commumcation
skills. 30/hours per week 8 hr full time potential.
Please send resume and letter of interest to 219 N.
Milwaukee St., Milwaukee, W1 53202

Body Improvement
e e e e —

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom vacuum pumps or surgical Gam 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
‘brachures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP (52.95/m)

Services Offered
—————— e e ———
Has your life been. touched by HIV/AIDS? Con-
fidential pastoral counseling & monthly support
meetings available. St Frances Cabrini Parish, West
Bend. (414) 338-2366. U

Have building and beginning.

energy. HOPE: A Christian community for the post-

Christian age. Interested call David (414) 672-0400.
e e — e e ——

Housing/Rent
#

Madison Apartment: 2 Bdrm apt. in 4 unit bldg. g
floor w/stairway to private fenced back yard. Paﬂdpg
included. New carpeting, vinyl, paint. Pets, sig-
nificant others welcome! $530 a month w/heat avail
-9/1, Mark/Todd (608) 8359115 1

NEED diversity and Rivers, W1, 54241 (414) 793-2154.

3 Bedroom- West Allis New pamt, new carpel.
garage w/d hook up on 3 bus lines. $650 heat in-
cluded. Lease, security. (414) 302-9753.

Moving Services

Moving
Moving? One item or everything
insured. Call (414) 479-0595 or 230-9916.

Real Estate

lli

Bar For Sale
Milwaukee bar for sale. Tavern. Est. business.
Parking lot. Confidential inquires to: Wisconsin
Light, Box 70, 1843 N. Palmer, Milwaukee, WI
53212. Replies will be forwarded.

*Historic Walkers Point*

$69,000 David Wiske, ERA. Wroth Rity, (414) 871-
8726.

Mail Order

Nude Muscle Mags
Succulent photos via Playgirl, Playguy, Male Picto-
nal ete, List? Walter 111, 2602 Forest Ave, Two

Organizations

GALANO CLUB. A social club serving the
recovering Gay and Lesbian community.
Regularly scheduled AA, NA, Al-Anon, ACOA

and other 12-step mcetilgs. Open nightly. 2408
N. Farwell Avenue, (414) 276- 6936. X

Public Notices

Wisconsin Light seeking writers to cover local news
in Madison, the Fox Valley and Northem Wisconsin.

ing, careful, experienced,

Call Jerry or Terry (414) 372-2772.

Milw, Northwest, 2 Bedroom Large Upper. Appli,
Garage, Washer, Dryer hook ups. Small pets ok
$500 Avail Oct 1/Novl Call (414) 358-8544

Wisconsin Light seeking volunteer to do filing one
afteroon or evening a week. Call Jerry (414) 372-
2773, .

Sleeping Room for Rent
231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.
Palmer, Milwaukee, W153212.

RATES ARE $2 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Also
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements or
renewals.

RAME PHONE

oY STATE ~ ZIPCODE.

PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE([S] IN WHICE YOl WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR.
__Oct. 10;___ Oct 24

Travel

Plan Ahead
Avdfl Jan 18-25, 1 bdr full fum cond slps 4 Top of
line Sheraton buganvilias Resort in sunny Puerto
Vallarta. A deal at $725. Roger Weekends ( 414)
964-2203 t

ADDRESS

HARPER
Continued from Page 22

to accept the fact that it's a perfectly healthy way to live, to have a relationship that last three
years or ten years— or two weeks. You get what you can from that relationship, and you
can't get any more. People grow. | think it's unrealistic at this point to say, “'m gonna stay
with this person for the rest of my life, no matter what happens.” It's a lovely idea, but | don't
think it's necessarily a healthy one anymore.

| feel about it the same way | felt when | was a teenager who was told “you should not
have sex before you get married." You would have to be crazy not to have sex before you
get married if you're going to pledge your life to this other person. How can you say, “I'm
going to lock myself into this relationship” when you don’t even know what it means, don'’t

even know if you're sexually compatible with this person you're pledging to give your life to?

| think that people— straight people, too— feel guilty because they feel like they should
have stayed together for the sake of the kids, or whatever. Really, what people should be
;:Ig’n% is feeling like they've accomplished something if they've come through it and are still

riends.

Light: You mentioned in one of your tales that we should have celebrations for
parting.

Harmper. Well, that is pretty idealistic.

Light: More practically, then, for those who want to write. Can you give some
sense of your journey into publication? When did you first begin to think of yourself
as a writer? What were your first tries like?

Harper: | started to think of myself as a writer on December 1, 1977 [at age 30]. | had
been writing for a long time, and | had this idea of wanting to become a novelist, bla-bla-bla,
you know, whatever. But that was the day that | actually sat down and said, “I'm going to
write three pages today, no matter what it is.”

| have thousand of pages from that initial regimen. Very quickly it evolved into prose
about what | was doing, stuff that | still refer back to sometimes. It was essentially a joumnal,
but a journal that | had to keep. It wasn't just an occasional thing.

Then when | moved to Chicago in 1979, | started writing for the gay press, and | did a lot
of writing. That was when | first got published.

Light: Do you read a lot? Who influenced your writing, who primes your pump?

Harper. | read a lot, all sorts of things. | especially liked Catch-22 by Joseph Heller, and
Cat's Cradle by KurtVonnegut. | liked the humor and their far-out ideas.

It's talking, too, to all sorts of people. It's not only what you read. It's what you talk about
that's important.

I've also been influenced by a New York kind of humor, something | grew up with.

Light: You spoke before of your earlier writing, which included “these where-are-
the-lesbians-when-you-really-look-for-them"” sketches. You also say that you've
been accused of seeing lesbians in places where there aren't any, but that you
“simply find lesbians in places that other people never thought to look.” What is
your latest sighting?

Harmper. On TV. The Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman thing where they've made her into a
kind of modem woman. Can you imagine? What are the chances that she wasn't lesbian?
She had to be. AndVena the Warrior Princess?

Did you know that Ellen DeGeneres is maybe going to come out? We would have the
central character of a sitcom who's lesbian. Right now they're feeling it out— the right wing of
course is protesting— but we may see Ellen Morgan [the central character of the sit-com]
come out.

Up to now, they've tried to have the feminism without the lesbianism.

Light: What do you see as the future of lesbian writing?

Harper. You have to tell me first what you mean by “lesbian writing."

Light: 'm thinking in terms of the present emphasis in lesbian writing on humor
and detective fiction. I'm not asking for a generic definition of what makes some-
thing lesbian-- perhaps at this time impossible.

Harper. Well humor and detective fiction are popular across the board. What is true for
lesbians writing is that we've barely scraped the surface. It's only been in the last twenty
years that you can read about lesbians in main culture— not only in books, but with music,
and film.

What will happen is dependent upon maintaining and expanding social justice.

Light; So art and politics are not two unconnected realities?

Harmper. No. We need luxury beyond mere struggle that we will get only through struggle.

But we can't only struggle. We need the luxury and time to explore what it means to be a
lesbian, to ask who we are in the universe.

We are not just heterosexual. Lesbianism is a profoundly different thing from being het-
erosexual. We need fo tally things differently. Categories [like lesbian, heterosexual] are not
quite accurate, but they are real. There are real issues of identity.

Light: What are you doing right now?

Harper. I'm in grad school at Eastem lllinois University, in Rhetoric and Comp. I'd wanted
to teach, but once you're back in academia, you meet academia again. | don't like grading, |
love teaching.

| have an abiding interest in writing. My thesis will be on gay/lesbian rhetoric.

Light: What is in your immediate future?

Hamper: I'll be doing a book tour throughout Europe. My illustrator is from Germany so
there will lots of stops in Germany; I'll also be reading in Amsterdam, Paris, London. ['ll also
be looking at lesbian culture, and it relates/does not relate to what's going on here.

When | was in Berlin before, | was surprised fo see that although the perspectives are
different, the humor translates.

I'll be seeing people in Paris from ILGA [the Intemational Lesbian and Gay Association].
You know, they are amazed at our freedoms. They envy our parades. We take for granted
what are tremendous acts of courage for them, in order to have the right to love each other.

Light. What do you see in the future?

Harper: | see three things:

1) Human beings must get through this time without killing each other off;

2) We must conquer racism;

3) There will be a profound change in ways of thinking about self in terms of sex, monog-
amy, gender roles, and all those related areas we are just beginning to explore. Lesbians will
be playing a profound part in all of this. And it will come out in the lesbian writing of the fu-
ture.
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