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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

A Historic Merger

by Bill Meunier

Mudison — Two organizations with a
combined 45 years of service o Madison’s
LGBT community will announce their
merger al the United Award's Dinner on
Friday, July 17. Officials of the Madison Gay
Lesbian Resource Center, MGLRC, and The
United have told Wiscomsin Light thal the two
groups have agreed 10 meTge inlo 3 new orga-
nizabion 10 be called Outreach. All services
currently offered by both orgamzations wall
be contimsed

MGLRC was founded in 1973 as the
Mudison Gay Men's Center. The United was
founded in 1978. In 1997 their combined
efforts brought a total of over 30,000 service
COnLacls

Chad LaFlash, President of MGLRC, (old
the Light that the merger process was set in
motion “a little over a year ago." LaFlash
said, “We were al the poimt where we needed
to hire someone par-time if we wanied to
continue to grow, We had even bommowed The
United’s staff and reimbursed them a few
times. I just made sense to merge.”

Richard Kilmer. President of The United
apreed. ~T thought i was a greal wea when
Chad first approached us. It was amaring o
me how many people would come up and
thank me for services done by the Resource
Center. People thought the agencies were
interiwined. We've been working very
closely Tor two years.”

Observers in Madison say that The United

e

has been more of a direct service agency than
MGLRC has. lts programs include: suppor
groups, peer counseling, a speaker's bureau,
advocacy and a telephone referral and help
line

The Madison Gay Lesbian Resource
Center's services include: a lending hibrary. a
video library, production of Madison’s
annual Commumity Direclory, producton and
distribution of a monthly calendar of events,
and the Pink Pages, a community calendar
published in Madison's altlernative weekly
newspaper, The [yl

LaFlash said there were some issues that
the Merger Committee had 1o address. These
included how the organizations functioned
and the focus the new group would have
“The United has a very formal siructure to its
board, It has 1o because il gets government
funding and hay a stalf,” he smd, “Our orga-
mization s totally based on voluntary contn-
butions.”

He added, “The United staried with a
focus centered more on women, while we
were the Madison Gay Men's Centor. For
years there was 3 discomfort feching.™

That fechng staned to disappear for good
n 1987 Tha 15 when the two groups worked
oul an agreement not to duplicate services
Under the terms of that pact, MGLRC
dropped its counseling and suppont group
programs while The United ended its library
The groups also agreed to consult with each

other on their program plans o avoid future

Please see Marger, Page 13
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Wisconsin Light

RELIGIOUS
RIGHT
ATTACKS
BALDWIN’S
CAMPAIGN

Madison — A Republican Congressional
candidate, Ron Greer, has asked Chnistan
fundamentalists around the country 10 send
bim money in order 1o keep openly Leshaan
Stale Representalive Tammy Baldwan from
winmng clection to Congress

The letter asks for “emergency dona-
tons™ of $25 or more. In i, Greer claims that
Baldwin “wants o force her radical anti
family agenda on all Americans.” The letter
also says that Greer was asked to mun [or
Congress by “very prominent Christian
Conservatives” who “are scared to death”
that Baldwin may win, Greer concludes the
letter saying that he has the support of
“Christiun leaders across America,”

A spokesperson for the Greer campaign,
Mike Maxwell, wold The Wiscomsin State
Journal, that the letler was sent o “1ens ol
thousands™ of conservatives. The  Capiral
Times quoted a Republican inssder as saying.
“Greer's appeal could bring in a3 much as
$125.000 if sent 1o the nght maling list ™

Greer s rumored o have ramed tens of
thousands of dollars o fund an appeal of hs
dismissal from the Madison Fire
Department. Greer clmms that he was fired
because he was anti-Cay. Greer's supposed
success ol raising money for his legal Tund,

e hus developed a solid list
of contributors 10 wm o for support of his
congressional bid,

Baldwin and Greer are running in
Wisconsin's Second Congressional District.
Baldwin faces two strong opponcnts in the
Democratic primary. Greer has four oppo
nents in the GOP primary. The primary elec-
tion will be held on September 19
Republican Seott Klug currently holds the
seat. Klug is not sceking re-clection

This is nol the first attack the Baldwin
campaign has received from the religiow
nghi In July of last year. Ralph Ovendahl
the leader of Wisconsin Chnstians Umiled
sent Baldwin a letter warming her that ~“We
certainly have no intention of siting as guict
bystanders while you Maunt God's law and
attempt to assume an olfice which would put
you in a position of direct authority over us
and our loved ones.”

On June 7 of this year, religious right pro-
testors atlempled to picket Baldwins official
announcement speech. The protestors camed
anti-Giay and anti-shortion signs

Kathleen Debold, a spokesperson for the
Vicory Fund. a national LBGT politica
group that has endorsed Baldwin, sad the
night wing aitacks are not surpnsing. Debold
wid The Light. “Religrous political extrem
1sts have transformed Gay bashing into an an
form.” Debold added “The only way o stop
Ron Greer and the extremists that are
bankrolling him s 0 pul our Bme, money
and votes where our conviciions are, You
can't sit at home and watch these things as
they go by. You have to get involved.”

Debold and others point out that those
living outside the district can play a role in
the campaign. Baldwin's supporiers are
urging those who wanl 1o send a message
the rehighous nght by donaling tme and
money to call the Baldwin campaign head
guariers af (GO8) 2589800

her canchdates in the race — including
some Republicans — have denounced the
Greer letter. “This Greer letier is dastasicfu
and we should all sign up on anather leter
that we are not going have this stufl in thes
campaign. We have (o say “no’ 1o hate,” sad
Don Carrig, 4 beer distributor and a candi

Plense see Attack, Page 6



