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Wisconsin Governor
Thompson Signs
Historic Hospital
Visitation Bill

Madison—Following m the footsteps of
Republican Governor Lee Dreyius who
signed mito law the Orst state Gay nghis
bill in the country, GOP Govemnor
Tommy Thompson has become the first
E:rmzur o sign mio law a picce of legs-

ion (Assembiy Bill 397) which protects
Gay men and Leshians who wish to visit
their panners in the hospital.

The “hospuital visitation hill,” as il came
to be known, was dmfled by Assembly
Speaker Scott Jensen (R-Brookfield) after
heanng stones of Gays and Leshans be-
mg demied access to thewr loved ones in
the hospital becanse they were not blood
relatives.

Scott Evenz, Legislanve Director of
Log Cabm Repubhcans (an organization
which strongly supported the bill), praised
Governor Thompson upon his signimng the
bill, saying, “Govemor Thompson has just
provided Gay and Leshian couples with a
right we previously did not have and m so
domg, has shown once agan that Repub-
licans are the true leaders of the Gay and
Leshian canse here m Wisconsin,™

Evenz continued, “We all know that
Governor Thompson 15 a very decenl man
committed. as are most Wisconsin cii-
zens, to farmess, The wdea that anyone—
straight or Gay—may not be able to see
SOMEOne love m the hospital just
struck him as mean and unfair and he cor-
rected that.” )

Mike Gifford, Director of Public Policy
for the . Resource Center of Wiscon-
menting from the Washington, DC offices
of the AIDS Action Council, “ARCW 15

Ell:asad Govermnor Thom has signed
hospital visitation bill. It reaffirms his

commitment to h with HIV
should be for their 1

N (s m i of the bill
passing signing was
not, however, free from controversy.

Upon ing that Rep. Jensen was going
to introduce this bill co-authored by Rep.
Shirley | _(D-Milwaukee), many
Democratic long cited as

strong advocates for the Gay and Leshian
cause, began voicmg opposition (o the
hill, argung that 1t was unnecessary and
was, as Rep. Sheldon Wasserman (D-
Milwaukee) said, “a do-nothmg bill,™
At the time, Evenz expressed disbelief
al what he was heanng - Democrats,
guuﬁnd it ahml_mﬂ:ﬂ un"l]:l}cl';:m‘l:l; that
ocrals—partic y 0 are
said to be friends of the Gay and Lesbian
commumnity—would try to this
hill stmply because they did not i
and mtroduce it.”
Asked to comment on the controversy
surrounding the bill and suggestions that
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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

Wisconsin Licht

March On Washington Set
For April 30, 2000

Billy Rosenbaum, Popular Milwaukee Man,
Found Murdered in Chicago

Milwaukee—Wisconsin  resident ' Wil-
ham “Billy” Rosenbaum, died Saturday,
April 25, 1998, He was 33,

Accordmg to the Chicage Tribune,
Billy had left his home in St. Francis,
Wisconsm on Fnday, Apnl 24, with a
friend to go to Chicago. One repont said
that Billy gave has wallet 1o his friend for
safe-keeping. The paper reported that
Billy spent some¢ tme at The' Eagle, a

bar m the city's Morth Side. The

ndy City Times reported that Billy

was last seen alive at The Eagle, where he

was allegedly spotted with Patnck Bailey,
33, of Des Plames, Minois.

About 2:00 am. om Apnl 25, Bm]?
checked mto the Eden’s Motel, 6020 N,
Cicero Avenue. Billy was with him, po-
lice report. Bailey used his own name and
address to register at the motel.

The Tribune repors that police sav
there was an altercabon between Billy and
Bailey. mg or after that, Bailey alleg-
cdly stran Billy and mutilated the
bodvy. A cleanmg woman discovered the
thudy on Sunday mommg and reported it
] v -

Times reported that usang infor-
ﬁlﬂm_m from the motel's register, detec-
ves

ered held o 'ST miMion bond a the Cook

County jail. As of press time, he awaiting
arralgnment.

The Times reported that Eagle owner
Chuck Renslow said that detectives had
mierviewed bartenders al his bar on April
25, but that no one who worked there re-
m;nhﬂpd scemg the alleged m;dclw._

are 1o be creatm
a le mml?iﬂi o see 5
they can link him to other wnsolved mur-
der cases m the arca. One of those cases
mvolved another Gay white man who was
killed m Chicago late last vear in a similar
fashion.

Tonmi igan, anti-violence director of
Honzons Commumity  Services, said
“When a kaller goes well beyond what it
takes to end the person’s life and carries
out added aggression, it often has some-

to do with some kind of bias."

Billy was well-kmown in both Madison
and Milwaukee. The news of his death
shocked and greatly saddenced all who
knew him

_ “He was one of the nicest guys 1've met
in Milwaukee,” Tony smd. “He was doing
well i school (UW-Milwaukee). He was
a lot of fim."
Many others echoed Tony's sentiments.
Along with Ruthie, Billy had nidden m
Wisconsin Light's float at the Madison

Sharon Dixon, Fannie’s Owner, Responds to
Recent Article, “Fanning the Flames”

An article about Fannie's bar owner
Sharan Dixon appeared in the May issue
of Milwaukee Magagne. The article,
written by Paul Burkhards, was titled
“Fanning the Flames,” referring appar-
ently, to the disastrous fire Fannie's bar
suffered in October, 1997. Amidst all the
work getting Fannie's ready to reopen,
Sharon sat down 1o talk about the article;
fo give the community her side of the
story

Wisconsin Light: Sharon, what do
you think about the recent article in
Milwaukee Magazine?”

Sharon Dixon: 1 was somewhat upset
by it to say the least. It's very inaccurate
in many ways and | believe that it tied
me, convicted me and sentenced me,

WL: Can vou give some examples?

SD: Yes. If the question is, have | had
financial difficulties, I have, The problem

started with Mike and Anna's (a famous
Milwaukee restaurant). My partner at
Mike and Anna’s, Bob, fell ill with brain
cancer from which he eventually died. Be-
fore his death, | started ge bills from
the IRS, the State of Wisconsin, telling
me that taxes hadn't been paid. 1 checked
and found out that the checks had been
written, but never mailed.

It was a mess, a mess, that to this day,
I'm still dealing wath. Many of my Frn:nti'.
m the business community are well aware
u]u!;:l.:-:ms. It's not something that 1 tried to

WL: The article :j:lu:lu about you
having a “monopoly” on the Lesbian
bar business. What’s {um- response?

SD: (chuckles softly) 1 take 1ssue with
that. There are other bars that cater to

Please See Fannie's, Page 23

ded Bailey and charged him-

Gay Pride parade last vear. A fnendly
wave and a telling smile were charactens-
tic of hum.

Billy 15 survived by his parents, William
F.and Sylvia B, Rosenbaum, his brothers
Lee, Keith, Michelle (Joe), Woll, the late
Gregory, Thomas (Carol) Rosenbaum and

Funeral e held on Sunday

it SCIVICCS wWire i LY,
May 3, 1998 at the Schramka-
Rembowski Funeral home m St. Francis.
There was a private burial on Monday,
m]‘ﬁcﬂ-t 1998, at Holy Trnity Cemetary.

family asks that memonals be sent
m Billy’'s name ito the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsm,

Equality Begins At
Home to Bring Week
of Action in All 50
States in March, 1999

Washington, DC—The Federation of
Statewide Leshian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Political Organizations wall
sponsor an historie, coordmated week of
actions focused on state government and
th&chadﬂrﬂn is a network of statewide

[ political organizations whose pur-
pose is to facilitate cooperation and com-
mumication between % establish a
clearmghouse for the exchange of infor-
mation and ideas; and assist exasting and

new in addressing their 0?311&13—
nm t needs, The National
Gay and ian Task Force (NGLTF)
serves as the Federation's coordinator.

After many national and statewide dis-
cussions and after conducting a state-by-
state assessment of its members, the Fed-
eration has decided to focus its energy on
the states,

Under the theme “Equality Begins At
Home,™ each state 15 being called upon to
plan an activity—a march, rally, lobby
day, press conference, or any other visi-

y campaign—in their respective state
:I:ag&a]s during the week of March 21-27,

Equality Begins At Home wall provide
an oppormity to focus the national spot-
i on the organizing challenges and
legislative baitles faced by LGBT people
m state houses across the nation. The goal
is to build statewide organizing capability
across the pation and promote LGB%
m;uai rights in every state,

‘Clearly more and more battles are
fought i the states,” said Paula Ettelbrick,
Co-Charr of the Fedemtion and Legsla-
uve Director of New York's Empire State
Pnde Agenda

Please Se: Et:]u:l:lty. Page 2

zins al Home™ actions and the

Washington, DC--Organizers for the
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgen-
dered commumity’'s fourth March on
Washington  have announced that the
event will be held on Apnl 30, 2000. The
march aims (0 amiculate the concems of
our community and focus our nation’s
aftennon on our gquest for equality m all
aspects of life.

“"We expect one milbhon of my Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered
sisters and brothers and our mlg]‘ﬂ-:m'd
allies to stand on the Mall and call upon
our maton o hve out the promise of
equally under the law,” said Rev. Troy
D. Perry, long-time Gay activist and
founder of the Umiversal Fellowship of
Metropolitan Commumity Churches.

Organmizers have taken 1o begin meorpo-
ration of a non-profit entity 10 handle
planmmg, production and fnancial ar-
rangements, Effons are underway to make
this 18 a democratic process where all
segmenls of our community are repre-
scaied.

“The mallennium march proouses (o
contmue its bold commitment to all peo-
ple of color, | am heanng from Native
Amencans, Asuans, Afncan Amernicans,
Latmos and Pacific Islanders who are ec-
static aboul parucipatng,” smd Maron
Omelas-Qumitero, executive director of
the Latino Latina/o, Lesbian, Gay, Biscx-
ual, & Transgender Leation.

March on State Capitals
Organizers also expressed ther support
for the “Equality E at Home' actions

on all 50 state capitals set for 1999,

“The Equality Begins at Home” actioms
enjoy the full and enthusiastic s m of
izers of the Millennium March,”

said Ehzabeth Birch, executive director of
the Human Rights Campaign. “It's mm-
perative that we focus our energes as a
movemeni al both the sale federal
level. These two events will complement
each other as together we build the mo-
mentum o aclieve equality m the nexi

“I am glad to see both of these events
moving towards a more collaborative pro-
cess,” said Jub Headley, excoutive di-
recior of the National Black Leshian and
Gay Leadership Forum, *This 1s a positive
sign of progress.”

*Our greatest hope as a movement lies
m our commitment (o work together for
social change. Our passion for justice and
our pledge to lift up every voice has the

cntial to transform town halls, sate
E:m:s. and our nation's capitol” sad
Kemry Lobel, executive director of the
National Gay and Leshian Task Force.

*1 remam hopeful that the %ﬂhﬂf Be-
March will help build our grassroots
movement al the state, local and national
level,” said Dianne Hard-Garcia, execu-
tuve director of the Leshian Gay Rights
Lobby of Texas and co-chair of the Fed-
eration of Statewide Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual and Transgendered Organizations. 1
believe that working topether these ac-
tions can sirengthen the state and federal
organizations that fight daily 10 end dis-
crimination.”

Paula Euclbrick, legislative director of
the Empire Suate Pnde Agenda and the
other co-chair of the Federation added,
“The ty Begins At Home actions
will fortfy our strength at the statewade
level and set the stage for the millennium
march event in Washington m 2000,

For further information regarding ac-
commodations, travel agents and groups
please call the March on Washmgion,
(B1R) BY1-1748.

Anti Gay Bill
AB 104 Dies

See Page 8




