VOLUME ELEVEN, NO. 9—April 23, 1998—May 6, 1998—[Issue 255

Bahamian Prime
Minister Condemns
Christian Right for
Being “Un-Christian”
New York, NY~The Bahamian clergy's
behavior—and its anti-Gay campaign ti-
tled "Save the Bahamas” 1s proving to be

an mtemational embarrassment to the
non-discriminatng government of the Ba-

On Monday, April 13, a large segment
of Nassau's springtime tourists, lans,
affection, were greeted by a disgnmtled

coalition of enn%ed clergy leading ther
flocks of angry believers in ]iﬂ‘oleaﬂ,

The believers, up to 1,000 strong
marched only a block from where 800
Lesbians were docked aboard a cruise
ship, The Seabreeze, They chanted "We
don't want sissies,” "Go Home,” and "God
made woman for man!”

"That last slogan—'woman for man'--
[uuhubly didn't go down too well on a

osbian cruise ship,” reflected Jeanette
Prather, a tour guide.

Most of the Leshian passengers opted to
steer clear of Nassau's shoppmg district,
which is what the "Christimns {ipmg w
block Lesbian aceess to shops— had m-
tended. Local Nassau businessmen and
women were handly amused, however, by
the "Chnistians" antics.

A few angry Lesbian women, resenting
that they were being made victims of "re-
ligiously-mspired” expulsions, confronted
the crowd. Five, however, retumed to the
ship as the "Christians™ tumed on them m

, Three of the
however, Miﬂotm‘m
a group of six believers who wished (o
to the world the

mpt_lm vouchsafed by their "holy” doc-
nes.

_The Bahamas incident marks the second
time the vacation plans aboard a cruise
ship have been thwarted simply because it
carried large numbers of mdividuals and

openly espousing the joys of
same-sex love.

In fact, mamland Figll'ldn oo 18 caterng
0 an ever-growin lournist -
on. A W . I"ozl wriler, m
P. Baker, found is Tecent news report on
Fi. Lauderdale reprinted in U.S. papers as
distani peographically as The %;Ihs
Morning News.

_(See amticle on Fort Lauderdale in this
issue.)

Prime Minister Speaks Out

On Wednesday, Apnl 15, Hubent Ingm-
ham, Prime Mmister of the Bahamas went
on TV o explam the Bahamian govemn-
ment’s posiion of Gay toursts,

The amas is a nation “based upom
Chnstian principles,” Ingrham said. As
such, the Bahamian Constiunon *
vides ees for the ction of hu-
man nghts and liberties of all persons™ in-
cludmg those visiting the Bahamas,

"hrecdi hmg u?ilym’r?"grhanu
2 qling a mob mentality,” In 1
sand, M:v tguvcmmmt rejects bias m any
form and fmds discimunation repugnant.
My government repudiates hate monger-
]

'El have been chilled by the vechemence
of the expressions aganst Gay persons
made by some our nﬂwsa}upers and over
our radio talk shows” Inprham said “1
have been 1cularly pamed by the posi-
tion taken by a segmeni of the leadershap
of The Bahamas Chnsban Couneil,”

“I believe that the hysteria being created
by certam ndividuals agamst Gay persons
visiting the Bahamas and who represent
themselves as the leadership of the Chris-
tian Counsel is becoming presponsible,”
lnr_:lhxm noted. “It is also un-Christian.”

ngrham chastised the “Christians™ for
[ailmg to focus on “serious social prob-
lems” mstead of focusmg hatred on “m-
nocent people.”

Ingrham concluded by welcoming all
who wish to visil the Bahamas, includimg
Lesbians and Gay men.

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

V¥V The Wisconsin Li ht-

Feds Say: Needle Exchange Helps
Prevent AIDS Yet Refuse Funding

Activists Say Decision Will Cost

Threesome? Vince — John Pankow, (Right) confronts his girfriend Nina — Jennifer Aniston, and
her new Gay friend, George — Paul Rudd in the smash hit comedy. “Object of My Affection” The
Gay themed movie can be seen throughout Wisconsin. (See our review on Page 18)

Challengers Name Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center as Fund Recipient

Milwaukee- The Milwaukee LGBT
Commumity Center was recently selected
as one of three recipients of the 1998
Challenging Party, a Iimd—rais% event
started [0 years ago to sapport Gay and
Leshian organizations.

“Recipient organizations are selected
based on their impact on and value to the
quardt, one of the eight Challengers. “We
see a tremendous value in the establigh-
ment of an LGBT commumity center i
Milwaukee, and we want to give our
wholehearted suppont to this effort,” she
added.

“We are pleased that the Challengers
recognize the Center as a worthy cause. It
says a lot about their faith in our mission
and vision,” said Neil Albrechi, Center
Co-President. “Funds raised at the Chal-
lenging Party will benefit the Center's
programs and provide vital stant up funds
to open a “Home of Our Own,™ Albrecht

Originally started as a fund-raiser for the
Milwaukee AIDS Project, the cmungjg%
Party has developed mto one of the
commumnity’s ]%ﬁmﬂ%tm events.
Maﬂﬂum exp that the cight
“Challengers™ fully underwrite the ex-
gensc of the event, which is held m a dif-
erent location each year with gourmnet
hors *douvres and distinctive cocktails,

“We raused over 521000 m the first nme
vears. Last vear, over 80 guests atiended

i i

the raismg an astounding $24,475,

[n].ll'gﬁ, the Shllhnp:n hope 1o exceed
that," said Marguardt. Party s allo-
cate their donations of at least $250 per
person in any proportion o one, two or all
three of the beneficianes.

“The LGBT commmmity 15 very fortu-
naie to have a group of such dedicaied m-
dividuals o orgamize this meredible event.
The Challengmg Party has provided cru-
cial fimds to many organizations serving
the LGBT community. As a recipient, we
are grateful beyond words,” said Albrecht.

The Clmllcmgiu(% Party will be held on
Saturday, May 30", when puests will be
treated to hor “douvres, cocktails (bathtub
gn?) and live music. For more mforma-
tion aboul the Challenging Party, please
call John Wirth, (414) 332-4811. :

The Milwaukee LGBT Commumity
Center is a commumity-based organization
repn by more than 100 volunteers
and over 240 mcmhﬁrui $CMﬂ} :mrs-
s10m 15 [0 improve the ity of hife lor
LGBT people in the Milwaukee arca. This
Mmission s ! ed by the vision (o pro-
vide a home for organizations, businesses,
culiure and diversity; advocate for and

pnwhkﬁl:gru s and services that meet
the ol our commumties; and edu-
cate the public and our commumities about
our hives,

For more mformation, call the Center's
Hotlme at (414) 4834710,

Sex Panic Supporters are Not the Monsters

Their Detractors Make

Commentary by Jim Baxter
Every publication | open these days—
mamstream or Gay-onented--seems (o
have something about a group called "Sex
Panic." And most of what I read is either
misinformation or hes,
Larry Kramer got the ball m the
New York Times (December 12, 1997)
when he referred to Sex Panic as "an ad-
vocate of unsafe sex.." and complaned
‘not one AIDS organization or national
Gay and lesbuan group has been walling to
speak oul and condemn or even criticize
whal Sex Panic is saying.”
Never one to miss a moment of martyr-

dom, Kmmer added: "There are only a

rthanmb&'__WWﬂwm
w -

and we

Not to be outdone, Rich Tafel — execu-

Them Out to Be

tive director of the Log Cabin Republi-
cans, a Gay political group -- decided to
join m the grandstan with an opinion
picce in the San Francisco Chronicle
“m“ml? 7, 1998),

Sex Pamie, he sud, promotes "Lh::ll.?:lb
less unsafe sex complete with HIV mfec-
tion as the ultimate liberation,” and urged
“that every Gay and Lesbian organization
in the country denounce the antics of..
Sex Panic...”

I would like to think that the reason that
Gay and Lesbian orgamzations across the
country have not jumped on the band-
wagon 15 because they have actually lis-
tened — unlke Kramer and Tafel — to
what the members of Sex Panic are say-

Please See Sex Panic Page 10

Lives

Washington, DC — Programs that let
drug addicts exchange used needles i
clean omes fight AIDS and do not encour-
age illegal drug use, the Clinton admmm-
stration declared today, Apnl 20—bwt 1
will not allow federal 1ax dollars to fund
the programs.

The administration bopes that Health
and Human - Services Secretary  Donna
Shalala's strang endorsement will encour-
age commumities to stan their own needle
exchanges. But AIDS activists have said
that federal money—so far banned—is
key, and they see Shalala’s decision as a
defeat that wall result i a great loss of life
especially in minority communities.

action came quickly on the Admm
stration s announcement,

“Tens of thousands of additional lives
may now be lost because President
Clmton and Secretary Shalala have abdi-
cated their leadership role by not allowing
Federal funding of these cnucal needle
exchange programs,” said Paul Akio Ka-
wata, Executive Darector of the National
Mmonty AIDS Council, Kawata went on
o say that by leaving it to state and mu-
nicipalities to fund needle exchange, the
Federal government is placing “thousands
of Americans at risk for HIV/AIDS.™
sulor account ot o5k of the male asd
Awlor account " - male
589% of the Temale camulative ATDS caces
directly and indirectly related to IV drug
use

“It 15 an act of andacity for the Clinton
Administration to call for a Race Initiative
on Health Dasparities for 1999, when they
have all the power at their disposal m
1998 10 make huge mroads in slowing the
HIV epidemic n Afncan-Amencan and
Latmo communitics and refuse 1o employ
it,” sand A, Comelius Baker, Executive
Director of The National Association of
People with AIDS.

Baker went on to say that Afincan-
Amencans and Latinos are commumitics
that the Admimistration “does not care
about.”

The Human Right Campaign (HRC) de-

nounced the Admmistranon for the deci-
sion.
“It 15 unconscionable that the Admuni-
strabon can acknowledge that needle ex-
change programs save lives and then deny
funds to mmplement them,” said Wmnnic
Stachelberg, HRC's political direetor,

HRC joined seven national HIV and
AIDS organizations m sending a letier to

President Chnton condemning hus  Ad-

rhﬂnmmm‘s failure 1o life the funding

“The Administration has chosen the po-

liically easy path,” saad Stachelberg,

Doug Nelson, Executive Darector of the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
(ARCW]) called on Shalala to resign,
Secretary Shalala's failure 1o LA the
federal ban on needle cxchange is an ab-
dication of national leadership mn the fight
agamst AIDS,” Nelson said. “As the
country's top health official, if she cannot
provide desperately needed leadership on
olicies that will save the lives of those at
ighest risk for HIV then she should re-
sign and be replaced by a public health of-
ficial with the courage to lead.”
“Secretary Shalala has established a
public health policy that is killin

peo-
ple,” Nelson emphasized. “Evervday in
Amenca 33 e needlessly become -
fected wath HIV through drug-related be-

haviors. While Secretary Shalala affirms
that needle exchange can save these lives,
she has prionitized politics over lifesaving
public health policies. This continues the
shameful legacy of public health failure in
America 1o aggressively defeal the AIDS
epidemic.”

“The sciemific evidence does show
Please See Needle Exchange Page 4



