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LGBT Opponents In
Majority at Anti- Gay
Marriage Bill
Hearing in Madison

By Bill Meunier

Madison-- For the third ume m less
than a year, a State Legislative Commitiee
held a heanng on a Wil related to Gay and
Lesbian relationships. And for the third
time supponers of Gay Civil Rights out-
numbered their opponents,

The hearmg held by the Stale Senaie
Committee on Judiciary Campaign Fi-
nance Reform and Co er Affairs, on
Wednesday March 18" dealt wath AB-
104. The lemslabon whach was passed
by the State Assembly in Mav of 1997,

Al The Sceme -~ A Gay rights mipport al the St
Senate Hearing on AB-104 histens mtently. His shurt
reads “Doa’t Ask, Don't Tell, Don't Balieve 1i™”

would ban state recognition of Same Sex
mamages even if they were legally per-

formed elsewhere,
Same sex marnage is already prohabited
under Wisconsin law. The hll's oppo-

nents have characternized ot as a "mean
spinted attempt 1o "slap Gays and Lesh-
ans m the face.”

In response (0 an mguiry from the Wis-
consin a Commutice stafl person
said that (42 of those at the hearing reg-
istered opposition to the il while only 47
registered m Gvor. Owt off ﬁl’s&tah:n 32
spokec against passage whale 29 spoke m
favor and one took no position but pro-
vided mformation.

The outpouring of opposition to the bill
cased the fears of activists who worried
that the hearing (which was called with
only one week's notice) would provide a
forum for nght wing Chnistians,

Along with the hearing on AB-104, the
Committee also heard testimony on a hill
Please See Hearing Page 27

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

V¥ TheWisconsin Licht

Nelson Praises Gov. Thompson; Criticizes
Mayor Norquist Over Needle Exchange

$
§

All Smiles - Doug Nelwon, Micheal Y oungman Northwest Mutal Life, VP of ARCW Hoand OF Directors,
Governor Thompson and Mark Bugher, Searetary of the Stite Department of Administration were all miles
after the Make a Promise Dvnner and Sileat Auction held st Milwaukee's Plister Hotel om Saturday, March
21. The event mised a rocord $160,000 to help with the fight apsinsg AIDS

Clinton Advisors Demand Administration
Support for Needle Exchange Programs

Washi !
AIDS adwvisers wnammously expressed no
confidence in the admmistration's com-

mmm?' the spread of AIDS,
m:mn’:}gh_uﬁri:hu playing politics with
s lives.

R e e P
needle-exchange  programs
ﬂuc health, and directly contradicts cur-

ent scientific evidence,” said the resolu-
tion approved Tuesday, March 17, by the
Presidential Council on HIV/AIDS.

It was the harshest criticism yet from the
pancl, whose members are funous that the
’_uhnmmm;:um has not ﬂhmlilénknl

g for programs giving users
clean needles m ex : for dirty ones
that may be contaminated wath the deadly
HIV virus.

"Our patience is exhausted” said the
panel's charrman, Dr. Scott Hit, who
treats patients with HI'V and AIDS m Los

:ﬁ estimated that tens of thousands of
new HIV mfections could be prevented
needle-exchange programs. More

than "of all people who become m-
fected with HIV catch the deadly virus
through contammated needles or sex with

mjecting users or are children bom
to mifected addic

"mw st conclude that it is
a lack of political will, not scientific evi-

dence, that is creating this failure to act,”
the council said n a March 17 letter 1o
President Chinton.

Using taxpayer money to buy needles
for cts has become a politically
touchy issue, with conservatives arguing
that these programs send the wiing mes-

ﬁ&cmﬁlmﬂnhn.TmMmmﬂ
Please See Supreme Court Page 27

U.S. Supreme Court Is Set to Weigh Whether

HIV Is a Disability

New York, NY= A Supreme Court case
about discrimination against le who
carry the virus that causes AIDS offers the
justices a ngly blank slate on
which to wnite an on with major m-
plications not only for the law on the dis-
case usell but for disabihity-rights law n
general.

In a sense, the justices wall smply be
catching up with recent history when they
hear 5 m the case later this
month. In the |7 vears smee AIDS was
first reported, the cournt has never decided
a case about the disease or HIV. Nor have
the ustices yet interpreted the Amernicans
With Drsabilities Act, an B-vear-old law
that m |BIIHL:E:! a8 SWeeping as it was im-
precise extended federal civil-nghts pro-
tection to people with disabilities,

The question before the count 15 whether
the federal law, which ]nuhﬂ'nl.t. discrimi-
nation on the basis of “disability” in em-

ployment, housing and public accommo-
danons and services, applics to a person
with HIV who has ml%cwlupcd any of
the acute conditions that come under the
label of AIDS.

The case was brought, and won m two
lower federal counts, by a woman whose
dentist refused 1o treat her m lus office
:Egﬁcmfmuﬂhnhtlu she camed

Al firat glance, the goestion of whether
the Amencans With Disabilities Act cov-
ers people with asymptomatic HIV mifiee-
tons appears an unbikely vehacle for tus
first Supreme Coun test of a law more
identified with the mmage of a public
bwldmg being retrofined for wheelchar
access than of a person with no visible
impaimment  walkmg  without assistance
mio a private medical office,

Please Sec AIDS Prevention Page 27

Award winmers — Awards were given 1o those who have boen helping leading the fight sgainst AIDS m Wisconsin, st ARCW' s Annual Make a Promise Dinner held st th il w

Milwaukee—In what many obscrvers
said was the most hard-hitting and poten-
tially controversial speech of his career,
Doug Nelson, Executive Director of the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
{ARCW) harshly criticizes both the
Clinton Administration and  Milwauokee
Mayor John O. Norquist for nol suppor-
mg fimding of needle exchange programs

il the same tme, Nelson prmsed Wis-
consin Governor Tommy Thompson for
bemng open on the issue and promused to
push the legislature and governor o cnact
an HIV non-discnmmation il

Nelson made s remarks 1o an overflow
crowd at ARCW's annual Make A Prom-
is¢ Dmner m the Grand Ballroom of Mal-
waukee's Pfister Hotel held Saturday,
March 21" to rmse money for ARCW's
work aganst AIDS, The audience -
cluded political leaders from state and na-
tional levels mcluding Governor Thomp-
SO0,

Afler renewing ARCW s pledge 1o do
“evervihing humanly possible™ 1o help re-
hieve the suffermg of those with HIV dis-
case, Nelson went on 1o say that m the
fight aganst HIV prevention, “the over-
whelmmg  preponderance  of  saceniific
evidence shows that neodle exchange re-
duccs HIV and docsn’t mercase drag us-
dEC.

Nelson chastised Health and Human

Scrvices Sceretary Donna Shalala for her
“contimnng delay™ m hfimg the federal
ban agamnst funding needle exchange. Thas
delay 1s “appallmg.” Nelson smd.

"It s mereasingly difficult 10 belwye,”
Nelson said, “that vour administration (e
Clinton Administration) is truly commit-
ted o ending new HIV infections,”

Please See Needle Exchange Page 27

~ Miller Brewery to
Sponsor Major
Victory Fund Event

| Milwaukee—As we go lo pross, wurd
| has been received ol an up-commg
| fundraiser in Milwauker for the Gay
and Leshan Victory Fund. |

The Victory Fund 1s the D.C -based |
organization  which cxiends  linancial
help to viable, openly Gay and Lesbian
candidates around the country. Its suc-
cess record 15 impressive. Most agree
that wiathout its help, many of our can-
didates would not be able 10 nm for ol-
fice.

The fundraiser will be held on Sum-
day, May 17, 1998, a1 the Boulevard
Inn beginning at [1:30 pm. One of the
confirmed guests of honor 1s State Rep
| Tammy Baldwin who is nnnng for

Congress. Baldwm 15 one of the candi-

dates (o whom the Victory Fund is giv-

mg support.

Miller Brewing Company 15 proud to
be the major sponsor for this mponant
fundrasing event,

We have been told that there are other
special guests who are expected, bt
have not yet confirmed. These wall be
announced laler as names  become
avalable

ukee Plister Hotwl on Saturday, March 21

At the far bel! 1 William Godeell [1 presenting Mas Hamett representing the Possun Queen campaign with s Red Rose avard Next is Chad Carlson from Ameritoch Small Dusiness Services receiving 8 Red Rose Award

from Michael Y oungman Second from the right is Governor Thompeon receiving the Sterling Rowe Award from Ed Hashek, Chair of the ARCW Hoard of Directors. At the far right is Dr. Jefl Kelly PHD of the Wisconsin

Meodical College’s CAIR program recetving & Bod Rose sward from Brsn Buggy MD, ARCW s Medical Director
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