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¥ The Wisconsin Light

Christian Coalition
Tries to Recruit
100,000 for War on
LGBT America

A Commentary

Washington, DC=On a tensc day
{February 18) where—on the other side of
the globe—a war-ready America again
nisks conflict, an openly religious war has
been declared by the Chnstian Coalition,

The Coalition's leaders, basking m their
February 10 Maine "victory” which struck
down government-enacted civil nghis for
homosexuals at the LIEanulbi. Dow are amming.
they say, 1o strike down the legiimacy of
same-sex affection m all 50 states and to
target and worsen the basic civil nghts of
people who are even suspected of defying
same-sex taboos, _

Boasting about Maine as "Coalition-
stvie” evidence of a divine mission at
hand, the Christian Coalition has thus de-
clared war on Gay Amerca, calling for
100,000 recruits to repeat the "Mame
muracle” from coast (o coast,

Calling its program "Families 2000" the
Coalition says its ﬂ:ruq?' will be to work
through local Chnstian Coalition chapiers
and churches to oppose any measures that
extend anti-discnmmation  protections
based on sexual onentation.

The will circulate a menu whach
gives focus to other social "wﬂsm;i ;fctchﬂ-
mg gambling, pomo ¥, -term
abortions with whﬂ members may
want to concem themselves.

People for the Amencan Way Founda-
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i m in money and

memberships,
"The Chrstian Coalition's 'new’ agenda
- to retum to the days of Gay-bashing and
assaults on constitutional liberties - is the
most dramatic evidence yet that the era of
formgr Executive Director Reed 1s
mdeed over,” says People For the Amen-
m Ii;ay Foundation President Carole

"Gone is the effort to persuade Amen-
cans that the Chnstian Coalition is a
mainsiream organization with a broader
agenda than bashing Gays and trving to
outlaw all abortions,

"Randy Tate’s announcement that the
Coahtion will retum (o an emphasis on
social issnes is evidence that the Christian
Coalition, when faced with a financial cri-
Please See Recruit Page 23

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

Speaking With Pride - Fomer Dane County Supervisor snd Openly Gy candidate for the Wisconsin State
Assembly, Mark Pocan testifics against AB-759 at a hearing held by the State Assembly’s Insuramnce,
Securities and Corporats Policy commitice at the State Capitol on Thursday, Febwuary 19%. AB 759 would
forbid the use of state fands to pay for domestic parmership benefits if they are offered by local povomments
of state agencies, Pocan denounced the Republicsn sponsored measure as “mean spirited” and said it was
being pushed only by the religious right. Only one person its main sponsor Republican Rep. Steve Nass
spoke in favor the hill. Owver 30 people were at the hearing in opposition. They mcluded elected officials,
union officials md the Madison City lobbyist.  The bill is also sponsored by 15 other Republicans in the

Siate Assembly and the State Senate.

Congressman Barrett Announces Milwaukee
to Get Federal Funds for AIDS Housing

Milwaukee—On February 12, Con-
Tom Barrett (D-WI) announced
Eﬁ the City of Milwaukee received ap-
proval from the US of Hous-
mg and Urban Develc t (HUD) for its
$30 million 1998 Consolidated Plan
which includes various community devel-
opment activities. Included m this money
15 $363,000 to be used for housing for
pec?ie hiving with AIDS. _
s sending funds for s housig program
15 g or a housing program
for persons with AIDS." _
ukee will receive the Housing

The Ex Files: A Former Follower Sheds the
Light on Ex-Gay Ministries.

The X Files

A Three Dart Serles

Editer's Note: In this isswe we begin
the first of a three-part series on the ex-
Gay ministries written by award-winning
Jjournalist Kyle Young.

By Kyle Young
Part |
For 12 years Doug Upchurch stmiglud
to become heterosexual, 1t dudn't work.,
For most of that period, he was heavily
mvolved in ex-Gay ministries, a growing
intemational movement I“fd g ristian
groups whose purpose is (o lead Gay peo-
m toward heterosexuality. While some
bians are involved m the groups, the
movement is primarly directed at Gay
men.

Today, Upchurch wanis to expose e
ex-Gay s <3 dangerous and ums-
leading. He 15 developmg a Web site
called Ex.Ex, which wall tell the story of
others like hmm—those who sought out ex-
Gay mimistnes for heavenly intervention
to make them strmight, but found them-
selves m a hving hell, .

Brought up m a mainstream Methodist
church, urch grew tired of organized
religion, joimed a small chansmatic
church his first year m high school. There
was a contagious ¢lectricity in the church
that made spir pursil an exciting
sensation. 'With a growing desire to one
day become a minister, urch knew
that he had (o put a stop to us feclings—
hus attraction toward other males.

He shared his struggle with close fnends
m high school. They praved for him. Nu-
mercus mes he was exorcised for the
“demon of homosexuality.”

In 1986, Upchurch left his home m
Houston to attend Baylor University, a
conservative Baptist school in Waco.

“When 1 got to college, | gradually
would tell people 1 knew that | was strug-

ing with this,” says Upchurch. “This 15

y sick, bult m some cases you tell
them becaunse you like the person and you
want to see if they are mterested in you. In
other cases you tell them because you

Please See Ex Files Page 23

riumities for People with AIDS
(HOPWA) grant for the first time becanse

“the City now has surpassed 1,500 AIDS

Cases.

The HOPWA grani is mtended to help
people with HIV disease and AIDS secure
and mamtain safe, affordable housing.

Since 1994, the State of Wisconsm has
received HOPWA funds and ed them
to local AIDS service providers through-
out the state. The AIDS Resource Center
of Wisconsin SERC W) has been a leading
recipient of HOPWA funds and has built a

ensive housing pro, SeTVIng
750 people with HIV and AIDS.
The $363,000 that Milwaukee will re-
ceive is nearly equal 1o the amount of the
HOPWA ﬁmdmgﬂlhﬂ the State of Wis-
consin made available locally last vear.

"While this 15 new fundmg for the Ciuy
of Milwaukee, it 15 nol new funding for

le with HIV and AIDS m Milwau-
" sad ARCW Executive Director
Doug Nelson. "Owur chients rely on these
funds to help pay their rent and utihties so
they can afford (o stay in thewr homes. We
have long been committed to the principle
Please See Housing Page 23

An Exclusive Wisconsin Light Report
By Bill Meunier

Milwaukee - Political activity on issucs
related 1o Gay and Leshian relationships
aas noticeably increased on both a state
wide and local level as activists on both
sides of the of Gay mamiage and Domes-
tic Parnership issues scek (o advance
their apendas. Al stake i1s nothing less
than the legal definition of Gay and Les-
bian relationships.

Ar first glance it may scem like the is-
sues of Same Sex mamage and Domestic
Pannership are separate and distmet, b
they are i fact reliated to each other. Both
deal with the I‘Iﬂll of Gay and Leshian
relationships to be treated equally under
the law.

Polls taken by mdependent researchers
show that while Amencans as a whole are
opposed to allowing Same Sex marmages
they agree with giving many of the nghts
and pnvileges of mamage such as spousal
health msurance benefits, hospital visia-
ton rights and probate nghts to Gav and
Lesbian couples.

A senes of hlls and proposals mtro-
duced both at the State Capitol and on a
local governmeni level show that the de-
bate on Gay relanonships has come to
Wiscomsin m a big way.

Among the tlems on a growmg list of
recemt  developments on the Domestic

Parmershup and Same Sex Mamage 1ssues
are:

*  The mtroduction and passage by the
State Assembly of AB- 104, Spon-
sored by Lomame Sematt, (R-
Spread Eagle), this bill would pro-
labit the state from recognizng
Same Sex mamages even 1if they

are legally performed m  other
The defeat of i

. s defeat of a proposal o grant
domestic ership health msur-

ance benefits to City of Milwaukee
employees;

« Approval of a contract between the

::;ﬁs;m :J;Inlicd School Du-::ﬂi.i
and its teachers umion grantng do-
mestic partnership hcalﬁ INSUrance
benefits (o Madison's teachers;

» The miroduction of a State Senate
bill that would amend the State of
Wisconsin constitution to place a
constitubional ban oo recognizing
SAME SCX marmage,

s The passage and signing of a hill
that requires hospitals to grant visi-
tation rights to those who are desig-
nated by patents, thereby allowing
paucnts to make sure their partners
can sé¢ them m the hospital even if
the facilines policy only allows for
the immediate family to see a pa-
enl.

Please See Relationships Page 2

PrideFest Expands Area in Maier Park; New
Entertainment Audition Material Needed

Milwaukee—Musicians, comedians,
magicians, singers, dancers, and all other
entertainers are encouraged to  submit
their promotional matenials for consid-
eration for this year's PndeFest celebra-
ton.

Entertainment  coordinators  Jill Clark
and Charles Daniels are secking new and
past performers to  brng hours of vanety
}u thtiu annual ﬁmiz\;.li{ ir.'tllml 15 y..hadulﬁi
or ; Angust 28-30 at the Henry W.
Maier aliemv;l[ . Fuakr[l.r. liimtnmerfest
grounds) along Milwaukee's lakefront.

PrideFest mailed out neady 2,000
surveys in January in an attempt to solicit
communily input on a variety of festival

ics, 'mc‘fw]mg enleraimment.
¢ response we have had from our
Jmi]]l.? has been fantastic,” commented
satisfy evervone's different tastes in

“We are seriously attempting to -

entenamment, and that mcludes recnuting
new venues such as 50's & 60's bands,
Blues and Jazz. There 15 a following for
every type of entertainment, and we really
want (0 put a litle more vanety inio the
mix.™

Also requesied m the survey were
entertamers who performed Big Band,
Classical, Country Westem, Gospel,
Punk, R&B, Rock, Show tumes and
regional/ethme music such as zydeco and
Native American flute.

So as to heighien the PndeFest
experience, the festival grounds 1s bemng
expanded this year o melude the Harley
Davidson Area. The arca comes with an
five-star stage, bringing more seating for
the audience and greater performing
pleasure for the anists,

Please See PrideFest Page 2



