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America On Line
Admits Breach of
Privacy In Gay Sailor
Discharge Case

Washington, DC- In an update to a
story i our last issoe, Amenca Onling
(AOL) admitted breaching its policy and
said Wednesday, January 21, it regrets
disclosing to a Navy mvestigator the
identity of a semior smlor now facmg dis-
muissal from the service as a homosexual.

“This was a case of human error umder
very unusual crcumstances,” AOL Inc.

m 2 one-page stalcmenl. While cni-
cuzng the Navy for the way 1t L the
miformation, AOL sd of s disclosure:
“This clearly should not have happened,
and we regret "

Also Wednesday, Senior Chaef Petty Of-
ficer Timothy R. McVeigh moved to save
his Navy carcer by filing a case in federal
court in Washington, McVeigh charges
the Navy pried inio his personal affairs m
violation of an electronic Eivluy law and
the military's *"don't ask, don't tell” policy
on gays i the military,

The service began mvestigatmg
McVegh last fall afier a Navy spouse dis-
covered miormation avalable through
AOL and a tly written by McVeigh
that mdicated a sexual micrest m young
men. McVeigh, 36, 1s a haghly decorated
senior enhsiod man wath 17 vears m the
scrvice, three years shy of the 20 needed
to retire with a pension. He 15 no relaton
to the convicted Oklahoma City bomber.

"1 don't have any bittemess against
MNavy at all”™ McVeigh said outside U.S.
District Court, "My only regret is that the
\ e
with rows of awards and medals on his
chest, stood at attention as LS. Districi
Judge Stanley Sporkin entered the court-
room. Later McVeigh changed mio a
business suil to speak with reporners, ob-
serving a regulation agamst uttermg pub-
mﬁﬁnﬂ mmlfnrmm Woll

's atlomcy, .
wresting confidential mformation  from
onlne services. He also contended the

Give the People Light and they will find their own way.
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Domestic Partnership Heats

i‘-ﬁ*n
oy
b ¥

Up Madison School Races
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Lowve™ campuign at Kirby's Klub s cwna Kby Sheldon looks oo The fund miser is & benefit for the
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et emerpency medical mansporabon and houmnng expenscs The campeign which is sponsored by

the Kirby's Klub and The Wisconsin Light will md with 2 gala show oo Valeotmes Day Meanwhile everyume

can wop at Kirby's md parchase a heart for & minimon donstion of $1.00. The hesrts will be used to help
decorate the bar for Valentine's Day, Kirby's Klub is located at 121 W, Main Stroet, Madison,

February 12" Declared by National Coalition
to be “Freedom To Marry Day”

LBGT Community Members and Friends Are Being

Urged to “Tie the Knot”

Nﬂr\'l?. NY—February 12 has been
declared “Freedom To Marry Day” by the
Freedom to Marry Coalion. '

The Coalition mclodes Lambda Legal
Defense and Educatin Fund: the Human

Navy violated the Pentagon policy on Rights C ign; the Nabonal &
m i the military, which prolubits open [ eshian Task Force; Gay & Lﬂhlmlli-
osexuality but bars the military from ance A Defamation; the American

trying to discover a service member's sex-
ual orientation. _
Justice Department attomey David

Please See Sailor Page 24

Civil Liberties Umion; Gay & Leshian
Advocates and Defenders; the National
Organization of Women; Parents, Friends,
and Family of Lesbians and Gays; the
National Center for Lesbian Rights; and

They're Bananck! — The st of the Theatre X production , “Vampire Leshians From Sodom™ starving B
Damicls s shown above.  This is & new revamped rendition of the campy cdassic that played w sold out
aowds last year. “Vempire Leshians From Sodom™ can be seen st 10:30, Thursdey, Fridey and Sstardays

For toket reservations call 79 . TROD

the L. A Gay & Leshian Center, as well
as hundreds of non-Gay and Gay local
and stalc partners across the country.

Why February 127

Two words: equahty and love. Abraham
Lincoln's birthday is a time to think about
equality, Valentme's Day is a time (o
think of love. In other words, there's no
better day to mark the mportance ol
ending sex discrimination in marmage and
allowing same-sex couples (o share m the
celebration, rights, and responsibilities of
civil martiage,

A Hawan Supreme Count decision on
marnage for same-sex couples is expected
soon, with national repercussions. With-
out discussion between Gay and non-Gay
Amenca, this tremendous chance for
greater freedom and equality may be lost
or cantly delayed.

choice of whether and whom o

muumufdwm muEmanwu

decisions there 15,.” says Evan Woll-

son, who Lambda's Mamage

Project. "It g5 to couples m love, not

pobiicians or governments. National
Please See Marry Day Page 23

By Bill Meunier

Madison—- en  Madison's  School
Board voted to approve a contract that in-
cluded Domestic pannership benefits for
its teachers, most observers thought the 1s
suc was scitled. The reality is that the
vole has become an issue m Madison's
school board races and has sparked a Re

ican lepslator's call for a statewade

w that would probubat the use of stale
funds to pay for domestic partnershup
bencfits.

The contract which was fmahzed late
last year, mcluded health msurance bene
fits for the unmamed parmers of Madison
school teachers. It was approved ona 4 w
2 vote by the Madison School Board

In two out of three School Board races
in April's election, meumbents are being
challenged due at least m pan (o ther
votes on the contract,. Madison elects 1t's
school board on a city wade basis wath
cach candidale nmning for a specific scat
on the board.

In the contest for Scat 3, Mary Joe Ro-
senak 1s beng challenged by Jo Anne El-
der, the Pressdent of the Madison chapter
of Madison's Parents and Fnends of Gays
and Leshians. Roscnak voted agamst pro
viding the benefits

Elder said that she had decwded 1o make
the race even before the vole on the con-
tract. “1 am concemned about a wade van-
ety of issues not just this one, she sad. "1
want 1o see gquality education for everyone
m Madison's schools.” Nevertheless Elder
was critical of Rosenak’s vote on Domes-
tic Parmmership. "It's a matter of equal
treatment,” she smd.

When contacted by The Wisconsin
Light Roscnak said that for her the issue
of domestic partnership bencfits was one
of cost. She sad that the School Board
had "given a free benefit™ (o the teachers
umon, Madison Teachers Incorporated,
without getting anything m retum.  Ro-
senak estimated that the cost of the bene-
fits would be $300,000.

She sad this estimate was based on &0
partners taking advantage of the plan at a
cost of about S,UIHIcaS:

Rosenak said, "I beheve that the way the
health msurance system 1s structured na-
tion wide needs o be changed, but 1 don't
think a local school board 18 the place
do "

She said that she was concerned because
the district's substitute teachers currently
have no health insurance addng "how can
vou justify giving hecalth msurance (o
some¢ cmplovees but not 1o others. We
have a state imposed cap on whal we can
spend. where will we find the money to
pay for thas™

Rosenak blamed the umon, MT1, for her
lack of support. She saad that the wmion
refused to negotiale the ssue of health m-
surance carmiers. "Perhaps if the msurance

Please See School Board Page 24

Sol Kelly-Jones Receives ACLU’s Young
Civil Libertarian of the Year Award

Madison—On Saturday, January 17,
1998, Sol Kelly-Jomes, 11, received the
¢(‘ LUM Ciwvil hhﬂmm'iuf‘mr
(ear S ognition  Awar c
Award -.mﬁm al the ACLU's an-
nual Ball of s diomer i Madison.

Below 15 Sol's miroduction delivered by
Dianne Greenley, ACLU of Wisconsmn
board president, as she presented Sol her
award. Thas 1s followed by the || year-old
civil nghis activist's acceptance speech.

Dianne Greenley :

In March of 1997, a ten-year-old girl
from a Leshian family named Sol Kelley-
Jones spoke out at a legislative hearing on
a hill %'hjhil:ing SAME SeX MATTIAge—In 4
room filled with over 5(H) e, some of
them openly hostile to her family. De-
spite the mtimidating circumstances, she

clearly and amiculately ex ed how the
hall would hurt her and other kids m Gay
and Lesbian famabes. Many legislators
were impressed.  And the next day her
sory made headlne news throughout
Wisconsin.

In Apnl, she conducted a “Survey of
Kids" Attitndes Toward Gay and Leshian
People™ at her school. Her swrvey soon
received the attention of local school
board members and State Supenniendent
of Schools John Benson., And it was re-
cently entered nto the record at a Con-

sssional briefing on homophobia-based

te cnmes i Washmgton, DC,

Sol's work for Gay and Leshian inclu-
siveness i the schools 1s ongomng. Here at

Please See Kelly Jones Page 23



