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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

V_The Wisconsin Light

Party of the Decade To GCelebrate
10 Great Years of 7/e Wisconsin Light

National Entertainers, Celebrities To Join In the Fun Sunday, November 9th

Kevin Rotar, Popular
Milwaukee Bartender,

Presumed Drowned

Milwaukee— Kevin Rotar, one of Gay
Milwaukee’s most popular bartenders, 1s
missing and presumed drowned after a
boating accident which occurred on Sat-
urday Au 9, 1997,

The incident which occurred at around |

4:00 in the aftemoon took place about 50
vards from the Lake Michigan shoreline
off of St. Francis, a Milwaukee suburb.

Kevin had joined a group of friends for
a fun aftemoon of boating on the lake.

According to Mathew Brooks, a spokes-
person for the Milwaukee Coast Guard,
Rotar and a group of friends were aboard
a 30 foot cabin cruiser the “Just Right.”
owned by Club 219 Manager Chuck Ci-
carello. Rotar worked at the Club.

An evewitness on the boat who asked
not to be named m this story told The

Wisconsin Light that the boal was head-
ing south m choppy waters while the
peu};}[q on board debated whether to cruise
the Milwauke River or what 1s commonly
called “Bare Ass Beach™ when a baseball
hat blew 1nto the water.

According to Brooks the hat was owned
by Cicrello.

The eyewitness said “Everyone on the
boat told Kevin to forget about the hat, but
he kept insisting on retrieving it.” Before
anyone could stop him Rotar “executed a
perfect dive into the Lake.”

Rotar who was a good swimmer man-
aged to fight strong currents and retreve
the hat. The witness said “Even as he
swam, you could see thce current was
strong and the hat was drifting away, but
he got it and tumed to come back.”

ile swimming back to the boat, Rotar
started bobbing up and down in the water
and began calling out for help. The homn-
fied group on board began throwing life
jackets and ropes but Rotar was too far
away to reach them.
Please See Rotar Page 31
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Doing Time —The jail was a popular attraction at BreastFest, a fund raiser to help fight Breast Cancer. The

day long block party was held outside of Fannies in Milwaukee, on Sunday, August 10. The event sponsored
by Fannies drew hundreds of women and men and raised over $6,000 for the cause. Over 180.000 American
women and men will die from Breast Cancer this year. Lesbians are at higher risk for this killer which has

no known cause, prevention or cure.

Personal Pride Can Save Lives Says Medical
College of Wisconsin Study

Milwaukee—A new research study
shows that personal pride and a positive
outlook toward the future play an impor-
tant role in preventing HIV infections
among Gay and Bise men.

The study, conducted by researchers
from the Center for AIDS Intervention
Research (CAIR) at the Medical College
of Wisconsin, shows that Gay and Bisex-
ual men who engaged i unprotected anal
mtercourse outside of a monogamous re-
lationship were more dissatisfied with life,
expected a shorter life for themselves, and
had a more fatalistic outlook than men
who practiced only safer sex. By contrast,
men who avoided risk behavior had a

er satisfaction i their current hfe,
ad an optimistic outlook for their futures,
and wanted to hive a long life.

MIST - The Midwest Invitation Softhall Tournament comes to Milwaukee for the first time on August 30
and 31%, The two day event will include 28 teams from around the country. It will be played at Wick Field.

“The areas we surveyed involve cle-
ments of pride and self-esteem,” said Seth
C. Kalichman, Ph.D., the study’s lead
author. “Our results strongly suggest that
HIV prevention programs I.Kal encourage
personal pride and affirm self worth wall
be more successful.”

_The research results also raise the possi-
bility that some Gay men may put them-

Please See Pride Page 31

Victory Fund Backs
Tammy Baldwin for

Congress

Washington, DC—The Gay and Les-
bian Victory Fund has endorsed Wiscon-
sin State Representative Tammy Baldwin
(D-Madison) for the Second Dastrict scat
currently held by retinng four-term GOP
Congressman Scott Klug.

“We're extremely proud to support a
candidate of Tammy Baldwin’s caliber,”
said Victory Fund Executive Director
Brian Bond. “With the election more than
a year away, Tammy has already built a
phenomenal grassroots campaign and a
warchest of over $100,000.

Baldwin has high name recognition and
a long history of community service in
both the City of Madison and m the sur-
romnding Dane County, which together
account for 70% of the vote in this Con-
gressional District. Baldwin was one of
the Victory Fund’s carliest winners,
making history in 1992 as the first openly
Gay person ever elected to the Wisconsin
State Assembly.

The Victory Fund is the only national
organization whose mission is to help
jaualiﬁcd openly Gay and Lesbian candi-

tes overcome the obstacles that have
historically denied them fair and equal
political opportunities.

Contnbutions to Tammy Baldwin's
campaign should be made out to “Baldwin
for Congress Committee, and mailed to
the Victory Fund at 1012 14™ St. NW,
Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005.

By Terry Boughner

Milwaukee—As the Publisher and
Editor, respectively, of Wisconsin Light,
Jerry and I are pleased and very proud to
announce a major event titled “A Decade
of Light” to celebrate the 10
Anniversary of the paper. “A Decade of
Light” will be held at the downtown
Milwaukee Hilton Hotel on Sunday,
November 9, 1997.

And [ do mean major event. 1| mean a
star-spangled (in every sense of that word)
event, a ghtterng gala. In fact. I have
been told that it will be the largest LBGT
event of its kand ever held in Wisconsin,

I can believe that because | know the
names of some of the people who are
coming, either to entertain (a star-studded
cast, as they say), or to attend the
celebration as guests. Guests will be
coming from across the country and
Wisconsin, including political leaders and
members of the press.

I don’t want to reveal the names now.
Let that be for future issues of the paper.
But I can tell you this. “A Decade of
Light” i1s gomg to be an event that vou
will not want to mss,

Now betore I go any further, let me say
that I haven't wom a tie for over 30 vears.
I didn’t even wear one to teach. This
event is gomg to be a black-tic optional
affar.

(I haven’t had a tux on since 1 got
dragooned by my mother mto gomng to my
hlgﬁ school prom. 1 went with Shirley
Winnet. We had a “wonderful” time. 1
wanted to dance with Steve Hays, but
that's another story.)

Things have changed. This is not the
prom and I will make an exception. The
reason is that this celebration is a benefit
for the Cream City Foundation (CCF)
endowment fund. Proceeds will go to
CCF. In all seriousness, such is my
respect for the Foundation and the work
that it does, that I will stuff myself mto a
boiled shin and wundergo near
strangulation for them.

There will be a VIP dinner in the hotel’s
Empire Room for 200 followed by a
dance and entertamment in the Grand
Ballroom upstairs. As you may know, the
Ballroom has been beautifully restored; a
room of candlehight and gold, a truly
magnificent setting.

There will also be a room where every
issue of Wisconsin Light from the past
10 years will be on display. There will
also be framed photo displays and other

artifacts and memorabiha from the
paper’s history. ;
To help commemorate the anniversary,

a limited number of complete sets of the
paper will be on sale. The pnce and
availability of this slice of Wisconsin
LBGT history wall be announced soon,
That’s about it. That’s what 1 can say
right now, except to add that more—and
more—information will be published m
the paper as the time goes on.
_ I'do not say this lightly, not at all. This
1s going to be the party of the decade.
From the information to which I am privy,
this is going to be, as I've said, one very
grand and glorous affair. It is something
lhal]fmu are not going to want to miss, not
at all.

For More Details on
The Wisconsin Light

Party of the Decade
See Pages 16 & 17




Rotar
Continued From Page 1

Unfortunately, due to the current, the
boat and Rotar drifted further Sud-

Kevin Rotar ved by his partner
Ricky, his family and his many friends.
Rotar was one of the few professional

CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

CLEANING PERSON  desired...We're
looking for the right.. Mary, Jane, Peter or
Dick, who wants to work 30-40 hrs. per week,
days, NO weekends, for an established 12 year
residential cleaning service. If you like to clean
the plumbing, (shine the pipes), clean da
floors, polish, dust, vacuum and do the vin-

Dick WE NEED! Wages based on experience,
Insurance program offered... Well Mary, “grab
your Peter” and call the DUST COLLEC-
TORS at: (414) 964-6886, for your interview.

Gay Male Couple Seeks housekeeper/person
to assist in canng for 2 teenage girls. Nice
country home, garden space, animals. Room,
board, meals, and cash, car privileges. Also
could be part-time in exchange for room,
board. We have lots of options. Send letter of
interest to: Jim and Daryl, Rt. 4 Box 40, Viro-
qua, W1 54665, Fax: (608) 637-8105.

I—IMMBlepfwmwub.
sauna, good brunch, hike, bike rest. Near Eau Claire
by reservation (715) 984-2272.

selves at risk for HIV because they don’t
believe they have much of a future.
“We must counteract these beliefs by

Dr. Kalichman was formerly at CAIR,
and is currently an assistant professor of
fron, = G S e

. Kelly 1s a professor
behavioral icme at the Medical Col-

of Wisconsin.

For mare mformation on the study, see
the August issue of the Journal of Con-
sulting and Clinical Psychology.

Climb the Grand!

HOUSING/REN

Milwaukee-Bayview-Availlable Now. 2 bd.om. up-
per, appliances, lsundry hook up. Somry, no pets.
$440 per month. Call (414) 744.9693 q

Body Improvement

-

brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Lateh
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

Sleeping Room for Rent

231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 .N.

Palmer, Milwaukee, W153212.

RATES ARE 52 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional §2.50. Also

House to Rent—Riverwest area. Seven room
home, sunny, but private location. Huge
fenced yard, security system. Sept. 1 or later.
£490. (414) 342-2629

Orgamzations

Galano Club A social club serving the recovering
Gay and Lesbian community. Regularly scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step

meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave.,
(414) 2766936 X

e
Fleishman's Production
Madison Area: experienced Public Speaker
will donate her voice 1o charities in need of
host/mc—Professional/Fun. (608) 256-0270.

indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements or

renewals.
NAME ADDRESS PHONE
Y STATE ZIP CODE

PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE[S| IN WHICE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR.

_sAug 14 ,Aug28 ,Septll___

Montana
Continued from Page 30

Lobel.

Letters
Continued From Page 4

personal school experiences, as parents
in school now, whatever—or who have family
or friends who would help—please contact me
at PFLAG-Milwaukee, P.O. Box 21853, Mil-
waukee, W1 53221-0853; (414) 299-9198.
Thanks for the comtinuous _comprehensive

LBGT Christians

TO THE EDITOR:

Responding  to

of July 31",

Most of us GLBT Christians don’t bang our
heads on the church door asking to be let in.
WE ARE THE CHURCH as are all of our
sisters and brothers. In reference to “the
authoritarians thft constitute the Christian
Church,” the Pope, the Bishop, as much as |,
admire and respect i Weakland, are
not the church. THE CHURCH is the whole
body of believers with our good points and our
faults.

It is interesting that people who don't believe
in the Scriptures of the work of modem
Scripture scholarship, are so quick to accept
the Fundamentalist interpretation of them.
Most modern scholars and theologians see the
Christian Scriptures as living documents, much

Terry Sanderson's

by as we see the U.S. Constitution. Therefore, our

understanding and interpretation is constantly
growing and evolving in light of the individual
and collective experience.

We must also realize that the Bible is not a
neat book of rules, bur rather a sloppy
collection of 72 books (66 if you're
Protestant), that explore and explain individual
and/or community faith experience; books that
confirm and/or contradict each other; books,
though inspired by God, are written by men
with prejudices from their space in history.

This does not invalidate their faith
experience, but must be understood to
understand their writings. Because of this, it is
easy to pull out phrases or passages that would
indicate that the God of Abraham and Sarah,
the God of Jews, Christians and Moslems, is a
judgmental, cruel, blood thirsty and
homophobic God.

When one reads the whole of Scripture,
especially in the light of the Gospels, which
we who claim the name of Christ are called to
do, a very different God, and therefore a
different people emerges. These are a people
of caring and concern, love and inclusion.

Yes, there is homophobia in the church and
there is homophobia in the nation. Does that
meant that we should throw up our hands and
opt out? Or are we called to be prophets to our
churches and to our world?

If one is to believe the polls, it appears that
the work of the ecarly, openly GLBT
missionaries is paying off. Poll after poll
shows that the Chnistian in the pew is much
more accepting, much more pro-Gay than they
were only 10 years ago. In most traditional
Christian churches this is the majority; up to
75%.

Realizing that there are many in our
community who have been so hurt that they,
like the young child that is excluded from the
game says, “1 don’t want to play. I don’t even
like that game.”

Many of us are like the litle girls who were
told they couldn’t play Little League and said,
“The hell we can’t,” and fought until they were
put on teams.

Please don't be embarrassed by GLBT
people of faith any more than we should be
embarrassed by Gay Republicans or Gay or
Lesbian soldiers, or any other life choices we
make. Diversity is what makes us such a nich
community. Let's continue to celebrate it and
stop attacking each other.

Joe Zopp
Milwaukee

No Reason to Leave

TO THE EDITOR: y A

Terry Sanderson’s column advises Lesbians
and Gays to give up on religion and head for
the exit door. However, his commentary, and
other commentaries like his, assume two falla-
cies pointed out by Alison Webster in the
book, Found Wanting (pp. 164-165).

One fallacy is that religion is irrelevant.
Whether a given religion is “true” or “false,”

the widespread persistence of religion in all.
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human cultures indicates that it is far from ir-
relevant.

_The second fallacy is that in escaping Chris-
tianity (or any other religion), we thereby es-
cape patriarchy and homophobia. The assump-
tion is ridiculous even within Queer ghettos,
and utterly absurd for those of us who live out-
side the ghettos.

Oppression can survive quite nicely outside
religion, and even without religious backing.
Those of us who remain within even the most
oppressive of religious communities are quite
aware of the negative aspects of our choices,
thank you.

We happen to be gaining something here in
spite of the atmosphere of rejection or conde-
scension. Maybe we also are effecting some
change. If we do decide to leave, | think we
will have reasons with a bit more depth than
those proposed by Sanderson.

Jim Miller
Madison

Gays and Christianity

TO THE EDITOR:

This letter is in response to Terry Sander-
son’s article in the July 31-August 13 issue of
the Light. [ was originally going to respond
with my usual smart-ass school of sarcasm
style that | frequently use when writing to the
papers. But this is too important for that.

I used to share Temry's view of religions in
general and the Christian denominations more
specifically. That has changed in recent years.
I am happy to say that | have become active in
religion again. | can thank two denominations
for that; the itan Community Church
and the Evangelical Church of America. As the
tried and true saying goes: When God closes a
door, He/She/lt a window. Well, the
windows are the MCC and the EACA.

Most Christian denominations have either
rejected GBLTs or have some sort of tolerance
agenda going on. | agree with Terry that this is
an intolerable form of Christianity and | can’t
imagine anyone wanting to put themselves
through the ordeal-by-guilt or the back-of-the-
bus experience. But there are options out there.

Both the MCC and the EACA have emerged
recently. The Metropolitan Community
Church, which has an active parish in Milwau-
kee, led by Pastor Lew Broyles, doesn’t toler-
ate the LGBT community, it celebrates it. The
MCC does not allow the LBGT community to
attend services, it beseeches, begs, invites, ca-
joles, and otherwise encourages anyone to visit
or to join whether heterosexual, homosexual,
or some-other sexual. This denomination has
over 300 parishes world wide and celebrates
diversity as evidenced by the vanety of wor-
ship experiences one can have from one parish
to the next. Decidedly Protestant, it offers a va-
riety of spiritual environments and consider-
able flexibility of belief.

The EACA, or the Evangelical Anglican
Church in America, is a more “catholic” de-
nomination whose priests and bishops denve
their apostolic succession through the Old
Catholic Church. The headquarters of this de-
nomination is near Los Angeles and is my own
denomination, by the way.

This church follows the guidelines of the
Book of Common Prayer of 1979 and the lit-
urgy is virtually identical to what one would
experience at St. James or All Saints Cathe-
dral...on a somewhat more modest scale.
While there is no parish in the Milwaukee area
at this time, 1 hope to begin one following my
ordination at some future date.

These are not efforts to “play church” and do
“dress up.” These are legiimate denominations
that have a special outreach to the LGBT
community, but encourage anyone who wishes
10, to participate.

Terry, people may reject us, but God never
would. I understand how you feel, having
shared those feelings for nearly 30 years.
There's plenty of information available on
both those denominations and is available for
those who want to learn more. ..God knows.
Richard Mence
Milwaukee
Editor’s Note: Mr. Sanderson is a resident of
the UK. I will forward this and other lenters
that came in response to his article to see if he
would like to reply.

AN

* Looking for
Mr. Right?

GayNet's sophisticated matching database and
hot new interface help you find just the guy
you're looking for — and help Mr. Right find you!
Sign on today for a free trial, and while you're
there, be sure and check out all the great
new features at www.gay.net. 41
Find Mr. Right and much, much more,

right now on Gay.Net.
W.EL






