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Medical College’s Dr.
Jeffrey Kelly Gets
$2.6 Million Grant
for AIDS Prevention

Milwaukee—Jeffrey Kelly, Ph.D., profes-
sor of psychiatry and behavioral medicine and
director of the Center for AIDS Intervention
Research (CAIR) at the Medical College of
Wisconsin has been awarded a four-year,
$2,609,318 gramt by the National Institute of
Mental Health (NIH). The grant will be used
to study ways to transfer successful AIDS pre-
vention approaches from the research arena to
field saff of community-based AIDS preven-
tion organizations in 75 cities nationwide,

The intent of the project is 1o assist these or-
gamizations in adopting more effective HIV
prevention approaches, and therefore benefit-
ing more directly from findings of CAIR's
HIV prevention research.

CAIR is the only center of its kind between
New York and California and one of only
three federally-designated centers in the 1.8,
for AIDS prevention research.

. i.'.l'.'AIR's research programs have shown that
it 18 possible to assist individuals, groups and
communities reduce HIV/AIDS risk behavior
and thereby reduce HIV/AIDS-vulnerable

populations, including inner city men, women,
the chronically mentally ill, Lesbians, Gay
men and homeless women and children.

“CAIR has developed a numberf of HIV
venton interventions that meet with consid-

effectivends” and cosfabtili
prevention” itterventionst

A nationally recognized expert in cost-
effectiveness, Dr. Holigrave's objective will
be to identify ‘how many HIV infections are
averied by AIDS prevention intereventions and
what types of AIDS preventwon. approaches
provide the greatest benefit in relation to their
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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.
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Victory In Maine
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Daisy von Scherler Mayer has spun the coming-of-age tale of a sexy, ultra-hip
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young New York woman, Mary (Parker Posey-center), who is destined to take the city by storm if she can
just get her life together. Leo (Guillermo Diaz)]) and Derrick (Anthony DeSando)-r-help Mary celebrate
her 24® birthday in the comedy Party Girl, The film cpens November 10 at Milwaukee's Downer Thea-

The ‘Ex-Gay’ Ministries and Lesbians and
Gay Men Who Have Survived Them

_ Part One of a
Three Part Series

By Darren J. Roberis
With bigotry ﬂ_h: nl_il.s in pn_liical platforms,
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climate, playing the theocratic game of who is
more conservative and who is holier than thou
in an attempt to woo the much sought after
support of conservative religious organization
such as Focus on the Family, the Traditional
Values Coalition, and the Christian Coalition.
Calling the separation of church and state in
the 1.5, Constitwtion'a “myth of the left,”
these organizations seek 1o reinvent "The
Land of the Free” in their own image of
“God's Country”—a decidedly unAmerican
theocracy where religion becomes a litmus test
for patriotism, just as the McCarthy era in-
fused “The Pledge of Allegiance” with the
term “'one nation wader God™ 10 weed out per-
ceived Communists. The Religious Right
would like to see Gays, Democrats, Buddhists,
the poor, African-Americans, the working
class, and everyone else not like them to
please close the door on your way out of
America. %
With this sweeping political and religious
Fundamentalism comes a new wave of anti-
Gay rhetoric which threatens o become law,
espoused from the Floor of Congress, the pul-

Racine Becomes Second Wisconsin City to
Have Needle Exchange Program

Milwaukee—Racine has become the second
city in the state of Wisconsin where a clean
needle exchange program is operating to help
stop the spread of AIDS.

The program, called Lifepoint Racine, 1s op-
erated by the Southeast Wisconsin AIDS Proj-
ect (SEWAP). It offers to exchange clean nee-
dles for used needles at two locations within
the Racine city limits. The two exchange sites
are staffed on Wednesdays and Fridays for a
total of eight hours cach week.

“Our sole purpose is to save lives,” said
Doug Melson, executive director of the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW), the
statewide AIDS agency with which SEWAP
and the Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAF) are
affiliated. “This is an aggressive strategy that
can and will control the spread of AIDS cases
among drug - users, their sexual partners and
infant children. We expect Lifepoint Racine
will save; hundreds of lives of men, women
and:chil over the next several years.”

"MAR hastoperated a highly successful needle
_ ram within the city of Milwau-
" for

re than 18 months—the first and
only other needle exchange program in Wis-
consip. Since its inception, nearly 2,000 of the
estimated 5,000 active drug users in Milwau-

kee have benefited from Lifepoint. More than
18,000 clean needles have been exchanged in
Milwaukee.

“Racine, like Milwaokee, can succeed in
slowing down the AIDS epidemic and save
lives where many other cities have failed,”
Nelson said. “But we must be aggressive.
Lifepoint Racine puts AIDS outreach workers
on the front lines of the epidemic.”

Lifepoint Racine is staffed by SEWAP em-
ployees who operate the program out of a van
owned by SEWAP, To ensure that injection
drug users can safely access Lifepoint Racine,
they may anonymously exchange syringes.

However, exchangers must be o least 18
years of age and must present dirty needles

equal to the number of clean needles they re-

ceive. Sites and times of Lifepoint Racine ex-
changes will be relayed only by word of
mouth.

In addition to exchanging needles, Lifepoint
Racine workers will help drug users access
needed medical care and HIV testing and
counseling. They will also provide drug users
with HIV risk reduction counseling and will
distribute AIDS prevention materials such as
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pit, and radio and TV. Anti-Gay initiatives,
military policies, rising hate crimes statistics,
anti-AlDS policies, and proudly declared dis-
gust are symptoms of the greater hatred and
misunderstanding of, homosexuals—as child
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¢ ex=Gdy’ rmihisity ‘s onc’such
litthe talked aboul in the past few years, but
sure to rear its comtroversial head as Ultra-
Conservatives in Congress and elsewhere at-
tempt to change how Gays and Lesbians are
presented and treated by society at large, l.llll-
ciding which of America's freedoms cerlain
Americans (read Gay) will be allowed to en-
JO¥ - .
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Maine Voters Reject
Far Right’s Anti-Gay
Measure 1 Amendment
as Discriminatory

Portland, Maine—Voters in Maine on
Tuesday, November 7®, rejected a discrimi-
natory ballot measure, known as Measure 1,
by a 52% to 48.8% vote. The defeated meas-
ure would have “forever” denied basic human
rights to Gay and Lesbian citizens of the state.

Measure 1, the only anti-Gay measure on a
stite ballot this year, was the first such initia-
live to appear on a state ballot east of the
Rocky Mountains, Last year, voters in Idaho
and Oregon rejected anti-Gay measures
pushed, as in Maine, but the forces of the Re-
ligious Right.

As reported earlier in Light, tens of thou-
sapds of dollars had been poured into Maine
by various Right Wing and Religious groups
from around the country.

According to the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force (NGLTF), Measure | reflected

4 new strategy n terms of s wording, Taking
a cue from the legal problems encourntered by

- Colorado's anti-Gay Amendment 2, the Maine

measure did not specify “homosexuals” and
was not a constitutional amendment.

Instead, it was designed to create a short list
of who is included in civil rights laws and who
18 o, who is protected against discrimination
and, by omission, who is vulnerable.

Those left off the list included Gays and
Lﬂhum.rhw income peapfle, whistle blowers,

As Light learned from Winnie Weir, Pub-
lishing Editor of the Community Pride Re-
porter, the statewide Leshian and Gay news-
paper, election day itself was “terrible.™

Despite laws agamst such tactics, Right
Wing zealots, Weir said, were taking pictures
with a video cam at the polling places, pre-
sumably two frighten pro-civil rights voters
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Following Gay Community Forums, MAP

Takes Immediate Action
Client Advocate Position Created ar;d Filled

Milwaukee—In a surprise announcement
following the Gay and Lesbian community Fo-
rums hosted by the Milwaukee AIDS Project
on November 1" and 2™, the AIDS service
agency announced on November 8" that it has
created a full-time Client Advocate position 1o
help resolve client: problems and assure quick
access 1o MAP services.

Having created the Client Advocate position,
MAP Executive Director Doug Nelson imme-
diately appointed Jerry Lishawa to fill it while
a formal search is undertaken.

Lishawa is an openly Gay man living with
HIV and a client with MAP for over four
years. Hence he is very familiar with the
workings of the agency.

Nelson said that Lishawa will have complete
and total access to and be¢ accountable 0% the
executive staff at MAP. This will give him the
power 1o find solutions to problems with dis-
patch. J

“We have taken immediate action to solve
client problems and concerns,” Nelson said.
“MAP provides a huge array of client services
and it's clear from the Gay and Lesbian fo-
rums are having difficulty accessing them. "™

“That's unacceptable,” Nelson said firmly.
“The Cliet Advocate will break down the

-“] am on your side and 1 believe
in MAP. I am determined to help
clients get the services they
deserve.”

e,
Jerry Lishawa, MAP Client
Advocate.

barriers, cut through the red tape, and get
guick action on client complaints., ™

Nelson was asked what he meant by “qguick
action?™

He answered, saying, “We will take action
and get resolution within 24 hours, ™

Beginning November 9%, the Client Advo-

cate can be reached by calling (414) 225-
1595, Lishawa will answer all calls.

Nelson emphasized that case-managers will
remain as the clients’ primary point of access
to MAP,

“They are the professionals who know the
systems and can get things done,” he said.

“But if there's a problem getting through to
case management, or housing, or legal serv-
ices, or health services, or any other program,
the Client Advocate is the person to call who
will assure that action is taken."

Lishawa has been Special Events Manager
with MAP for two years and is a former
Brewers Hill resident, hence familiar with the
city .

“As an AIDS caretaker and a person with
HIV.,"™ Lishawa said, “I understand the frus-
trations and fears of the disease. I look for-
ward 1o doing whatever 1 can to help people
get the services that they need.”

Lishawa added that his message for clients is
that “l am on your side and I believe in MAP.
I am determined to help clients get the services
they deserve, ™ '
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