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Studds and Frank
to Introduce
Employment Non-
Discrimination Bill

(Washington, D.C.)- In a major effort 1o -

ward off the pressure building from the anti-
Gay initiatives building in 9 of the states,
U.S: Representatives Gerry Studds (D-MA)
and Barmey Frank (D-MA) announced on
ﬁprl'l 21" that they will jointly introduce fed-

e 2 P .
hmnﬁ on sexual orientation is the

first legislation to focus specifically on work-
place protections for Lesbians and Gay men.
The plan is to introduce the bill in May,
1994,

“The right 10 be secure in one's livelihood
is a bedrock principle with which every
American can identify,” said Studds,

“Discriminating against honest, hard-
working people because they are Gay or
Leshian makes no. sense--morally, socially or
economically,” said Frank.

The bill is being pushed by Gay lobbyists
from the Human Rights Campaign Fund
{(HRCF), the National Gay and Leshian Task
Force (NGLTF), and others.
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. Give the People Light and they will find their own wﬂ_}'
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Milwaukee's Miriam Ben-Shalom Recieves

Prestigious National Stonewall Award
Honored For Her Fight for Equal Rights

“I Won't back down, back out, or give in”
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Miriam Ben Shaloms
For Minority

Won't Back Dewn--Miriam Ben-Shalom is picrared in this 1976 poster which was circulated by fnr:nd.n
shortly after her dismissal from the U.S. Army in November of that year,

70 Acts will Entertain PrideFest Goers
Over Two Days and Evenings on Two
Stages at June 11-12 Festival

(Milwaukee)- With more than TO acts
composed over 200 singers, dancers, comics
and actors and other entertainers from three
states, Wisconsin's PrideFest 94 has become
the largest Gay and Lesbian entertainment
festival in the Upper Midwest.

In order to accommodate the greatly n-
creased number of performers, PrideFest has
added a second stage, the Harvey Milk Stage,
which will join the outdoor Cream City Foun-
dation/Alyn Hess Stage.

PrideFest 94 will be held June 11 and 12
at its new site just north of Milwaukee's War
Memorial Art Center located right on Lake
Michigan.

PrideFest has succeeded in producing the
biggest, .most diverse and highest quality
entertainment lineup ever sesn at a LesBiGay
gvent in Wisconsin or, for that matter, most
other states as well.

Organizers say that last year's large crowd
convinced many performers that it was worth
their while to perform at PrideFest. Unlike

-past_celebrations, there was no special effor

made 1o cover bare spots in the [ineup.

Every act was gither viewed in person or
required to submit a tape before being added
to the lincup. In fact, so many good perform-
ers were turned away because there was no
room in the lincup that organizers considered
adding a third entertainment stage. That idea
was rejected because of cost considerations.

There will be three different revues. Hur-

ricane Productions will present a special two-

hour Womyn's revue on Saturday at 1:00

p.m. In honor of Stonewall, Michael Ross,
aka Echo Chambers, will be presenting a
revue of minority impersonators, Saturday at
5:30 p.m. BJ Daniels will close the festival on
Sunday evening with his BJ Daniels Revue.

Dance troupes include the Shoreline Line
Dancers, the Iberian Dancers with their color-
ful Hispamic dances, the hip hop troupe,
Foreplay, and the Minncapolis-based troupes
Borderline and the Purple Creek Cloggers.

Singers will include Chicago's Judii Lowe,
Josie Santiago, the Cream Cily Chorus, the
Fest City Singers, Singsational, Garrel James,
Julie Darrough, Appleton’s Jill Clark and the
Ladies of the Valley, Estee Gatson, Chicago
recording- artist Erik Washington, and Smart
Answer also from Chicago, Green Bay's Kitty
Rosman and Jeff Jennings and many others.

The big Sunday band lineup includes
scveral big names, Milwaukee's best Reggae
group, David Robinson and Road Damage
reiurn to the PrideFest Stage. So does the
John Schneider Orchestra with s smooth
swing sound.

Two R and B bands, IJr John and the
Hearaches 12 piece R and B All Star Band,
and Stokes and The Old Blues Boys will make
their PrideFest debuts:

Saturday two alternative rock bands, Well
and Blamey Castle, make their PrideFest
debuts. MOOK will bring its performance art

style 10 its PrideFest debut during the Pride
Showcase Saturday evening.

Last year, I"rldﬂﬁ:sl experimented with a
special Saturday evening concert: The F'nd:
Showcase Candle Light Concert. This year's
three-hour show will include a dramatic rec-
reation of Stonewall. Concert goers are being
urged to bring a candle to help light up the
park with Pride. .

PrideFest 94 Co-Chair, Bill Meunier, says
the entire community has reason to be very
proud of this lineup. “We have worked
throughout the year to round up the best sing-
ers, dancers, and bands that we could find.
It's a shame we had to turm down S0 many
fine performers,”

{(Milwaukee)- Miriam Ben-Shalom is one of
four awarded the prestigious Stonewall
Awards in recognition of her long-time activ-
ism for equal rights for Lesbians and Gays.
The award brings with it $25,000.

The Stonewall Awards are administered by
the Andersom Prize Foundation. It was
founded i 1990 in Chicago as a not-for-profit
charitable and educatiomal organization, to
promote education aboutl and awareness of the
concerns of the Gay and Lesbian community.

The Foundation is named for the late Faul
A. Anderson, a fdures trader in Chicago,
who provided the mitial funding as well as a

“bequest of $1,250,000 o endow the prizes

after his death. There are no conditions of any
kind attached to the award.

Besides Ben-Shalom, Franklin “Frank”
Kameny of Washington, D.C., Barbara Smith
of Albany, New York, and Rick Osborne of
San ‘Diego, California also won Stonewall
Awards.

Ben-Shalom, a native of East Troy, Wis-
consin and a long-time resident of Milwaukee,
gaingd nationzl prominence when she opposed
her discharge from the U.5. Army in 1976
when she.told the truth about her sexual orien-
tation,

Up o that time, she had received many
commendations and was one of the first
women to become a drill sergeant.

Ben-Shalom took her case o court and 11
years later won reinstatement, but was not
allowed 1o re-enlist, whereupon she launched
a“second court challenge which she won and
then lost on appeal. The U.S. Supreme Court

declined to hear the case.

“‘Ben-Shalom was “dre of . the ‘Arst public

v speakéts. on behalf of the right-.of Gays w
. gerve-in the armed forces. She has lobbied for
. the eivil rights, of Leshians, Gay men and all

people: She is a frequent speaker pation-wide
and has been Grand Marshall in many Gay
Pride parades, including in Milwaukee.

She is currently a member of the PrideFest
Board in Milwaukee, serving as Vice Presi-
dent and Volunteer coordinator. She has given
a portion of her award to the PrideFest cele-
bration. She is a member of the Stonewall 25
Armed Forces Veterans Coalition, among
other duties.

In addition to being a high school English
teacher in the Milwaukee public schools, she
1% an instructor in the continuing education
program at the Milwaukee Area Techmical
College.

She 15 also currently giving “serious con-
sideration” to running for Mayor of Milwau-
kee.

Ben-Shalom first heard that she had won
the Stonewall Award when she got a Federal
Express package. When she opened it up, she
found a packet of information. She said that at
first she thought it was from someone asking
her for a donation of some kind, perhaps “a
con thing of some kind.”

It was only when she called Allen Schuh,
head of the Anderson Foundation, that she
found vut what had happened.

" When Schuh clarified the sitmation, her
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Marge Beil New Contact Person in
Mayor’s Office for Gay Community

(Milwaukee)- Marge Beil, Staff Assistant
to Milwaukee Mayor John O. Norquist has
recently accepted the assignment of being: the
contact person in the Mayor's office for the
Gay/Lesbian community.

The person who formerly held lhm‘. assign-
ment was David Riemer who yielded it when
he became Norguist's Chief of Staff.

Beil, who has worked for the Mayor since
March of 1993, emphasizes that this is an
assignment, not an appointed position. She s
not a liaison between the Mayor's office and
the community, she said. Nor is she a spokes-
person for the community to the Mayor.

Instead, she is a sort of ombudsperson, a
trouble-shootér, a person who tries to help
solve problems, a position she occupies for
other communities such as older adulis, labor

and others. : _
As such, she said, anyone in the LesBi-
Gay community can call her, for example if

'they have a problem cuiting through red tape.

She will assist them or refer them o the
proper office.

Beil is no stranger to politics. She worked
for Tony Earl, running the former governor's
campaign in Milwaukee, It was while working
with Earl, she said, that she had contact with
the Gay community.

However, she said, that was 10 years ago.
“Things have changed.”

Beil said that she would be willing to
accept invitations from communily organiza-
tions and groups to meet with them.

Beil’s phone number in City Hall is
(414) 286-2200.



