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'Norquist Joins Gay Bashers
‘etoes Pride Parade Funds

ight

Milwaukee Community Stunned, Disgusted and Qutraged

STOP BASHING FOR ?{}TEE- After Milwankee Hnyﬂr Hurqui:t 'w:tm:d ih: 35,000 for the
Gay/Lesbian Pride Parade, 15 activists gathered on very short notice 1o picket the Mayor's
residence the evening of January 22 to protest the veto.

- Dahmer Murder Case: Will Milwaukee -
Ever Respond To The Firebell In The Night?

Commgntary by Jamakaya
The Jeffrey Dahmer murder case is a

firebell in the night in terms of racism and-

homophobia in the city of Milwaukee.

The racial divisions .which have
characterized this case from the
beginning seemed ' in ‘evidence again at
the pretrial hearing January 13 The
judge, all of the many allorneys on both
sides,’ the sheriff's deputles, the clerical
the courtroom and the
hundreds of media people crowding the
halis and the press robm were almost
exclusively white.

The small band of victims’ families who
quietly filed into the reserved row of seats
in the courtroom were exclusively Black
and Hispanic. After the hedring they had
to practically fight their way into the press
room where they had to wait for some
time as District Attorney E. Michael
McCann  dnd  defense  attorney  Gerald
Boyle held forth before the caméras.

Only when a frustrated cry of ""Won't
someone show some respect  for the
families?"" was . uttered by a

FAMILIES SPEAK OUT— Carolyn Smith,
Tony Hughn! speak their n'-hnis to the press. ©

conscience-stricken reporter did the D.A.
beat a hasty tetreal and allow tht.‘ tamilies
to have their say.

They said a lot that day snd in the days
since. Their message rieeds to be heard.

They dre ineredibly frustrated with a.
syster that they believe has given every
advantage to Dahmer-While ignoring their
own needs. ']'Iu:y dre angry that Dahmer
could end up in a state hospital where he
could be eligible for release every si:r
months.

They are angry at fhe media's ﬂpplctmn
of their sons as strectwise hustlers; all
Gay, all '"flirting with danger.’" And they
are particularly angry that they have not
been told the whole story about how their

. loved ones met their fates, and must first

hear  all the gruesome. details in 4

nationally televised media gircus.
- Listen to the Yolces

“I want to know .what happéned to my
brother from the tirhe Jeffrey ' Dahmer met

"him to.'the time he killed him. 1 want to

!

know evéry detail,”

_ said'a tearful Carolyn
Smith. . cu 4

il

Marny Maitm

S_I'HI:I u' Eddie Smilh Md Shi:l:y Hl.lﬂ.h!l, imother.of

'I. T

By Terry Boughner and Jamakaya

[Milwaukee]- 'l feel . beaten,
devastated and hctrujr:d " said Allen
Eslinger.

Eslinger was- speaking of Milwaukee
Mayor John. O, Norguist's January 21
yeto of the Milwaukee Lesbian/Gay Pride
Committee's  (MLGPC) . request for city
festival funds for its annual Pride parade.

In a move that
community, MNorquist issued - his veto
message  jusl  hours after the. Common
Council voted 9-6 to approve the funds,
Gays savored their brief victory in the
Coungil chamber, but the mood swifily
turned to bitterness as news of the veto
swepl the city.

Scott Gunkel, MLGPC President said:
"1 am astounded and -outraged that a
supposed- friend of the community has
stabbed us in- the back. He's cowering
down to the bigoted Right in time for the

* election, when. he should be. leading us .

against such discrimination.”
Kitty Barber, spokeswoman for the

Lesbian Alliance of  Metro. Milwaukee

(LAMM), said, "'This is a cowardly act by
an ignorant man who cares more about his
own career, than the city he serves."’
Barber added: *'1 think this js an
attempl to play our community against

]
Eils L
=

No remains of her brother Eddie (who
was known to his friends as “'The Sheik'’

for his exotic headgear) have ever been .-

recovered. Dahmer identified . Eddie as

~one of his vietims:after viewing a photo.

Police have withheld ady  other
information, repottedly telling his sister:

L was so grutsnmc You dun t want fo-

know at this time.

""Why do | have to hear it in court in
front of millions of pegple — what he did
to my brother — "before 1 actually know?
It's my blood,"  'Smith. said of her
brother.

The repeated claims uf D..ﬁ McCann

and Boyle that they want to !'spare, the -

poor families’’ more. pain don't sit well
with Smith, ' i IR A
“1 want Mr. Boyle, | want Jeffrey

Dahmer apd | want E. Michael McCann to

stop thinking for me because | Im-uw what
[ wgnt and I know what I feel...

“From, Day 1" they.ve I:-cl:n playing
wrih our emotions, our feelings, and
we're not going to, take it anymore,"" said
Smith, "*Since Day 1 everything has been
to ‘protect Jeffrey Dahmer,"’

Dorothy Straughter, the mother of 17
year old Curtis, Straughter, who was
*nown (o his friends in Gay Youth-
Milwaukee as ''Demetra,’”” also wants
more information. "'It's not sparing. me
any not letting me. know,”" she said.
"“The way | am now, my imagination can
run away and it's probably going to drive
me Crazy.

““My Son Had a Life™ -
Catherine Lacy, the mother of Oliver
Lacy, expressed another concern common

among the families: "'Everyone wants to
talk about what kind of life Jeffrey

Dahmer had. | don’t give a damn what

kind of life Jeffrey Dahmer had."

"My som had a life,"" she asserted.
“There was people that cared about him,
and we got robbed of my son. We got
robbed of what my son could have given
this community. It may not have been
much, but it could have been a little bit
and that little bit might have helped."'’

* ““What it all boils down to is it's the
system’s fault for not investigating these
boys being missing,”
sister of Richard Guerrero. "'They were
TURN TO FAMILIES, PAGE 11

stunned- the Gay .

and Gays see il

said Janie Hagen,

other groups, further dividing a cily
glready in trouble. But it won't work.™

His ‘Honor's' Velo Message

In his veto message, Norquist stated:
"1 do not agree with the recommendation
by the [Milwaukee Festival] bodard and the
E'u-mmnn Council to fund the bﬂ.y Pride
Parade.’

The Mayor  declared that *‘using

‘taxpayer dollars for this type of parade is

lrappmpﬂmc It would be as Imprupcr as
u:.mg property taxes to pay for.a 'pro-life’
or 'pro-choice’ parade.”™

Norquist denied ‘- that' “tax funding''
for the Lesbian/Gay Pride parade was an
issue’ of civil rights, as many Lesbians
“"Property tax funding
for a parade,”’ Norquist wrote, “'is not
the cutting edge of civil rights for Gays
and-Lesbjans. The issue here is not civil
rights: — the issue is the use of property
iax dollars.™’

According to the Miyor, ' Parades-and
festivals are  meant to " be
nan-controversial civic celebrations.”™
Bui this resolution, he stated, has stirred
controversy beciiuse of the fuhding for the
Pride parade.

Norquist vetoed the - entire. package of
$200,000' in city festival funds; FEvents
such as the 5t. Patrick’s Day, Fnrade. the

Puerto Rican Fentival, Ahé Veterans: Day
Paradeé. ..the Riverwes| Art Walk' a il

many others also lost their allocations
through his velo,

MAYOR JOHN.O. NORQUIST
Word out of City Hall is that there are

~not enough votes to override the Mayor's

veto, It would require a '2/3 vole of the
Commeon Council, or 11 votes. It is likely,
however, that the entire package will be
re- introduced, but the Pride funds will -
probably be deleted. At press time, Gay
leaders were developing a strategy to see
if they could yet salvage the funds.

Debate in the Council

Debate in the Common Council - was
thoughtful, civil and, in sdéme cases, most
eloquent. None of the ignorant statements
and homophobic slurs which
characterized last November's debate at
the School Board were in evidence,

Alderman Donald Richards talked
about the need to respect diversity in the
city of Milwaukee. He said the litmus test
of democracy and living in a free country
was that “"What is fair for one group is
fair for all."’

““The part  that-is true about the
American melting pot is not that everyone
becomes the same in this country,”’ said
Richards, "'but that we somehow learn to-
live with cach others’ differences,'

Council, President Tom Donegan
lectured his uulnh:'ugm:& on their impropers
use  of ‘words like ‘'preference’’”
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