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Newark Mayor and Senator-
elect Cory Booker, right, offi-
ciates at the marriage of Liz 
Salerno, left, 38, and Gabriela 
Celeiro, 34, center, at Newark 
City Hall just after midnight 
on Oct. 21, when same-sex 
marriages began in the state. 
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 WiGWAGNews with a twist By Lisa Neff & Louis Weisberg

FOX IN THE  
CHICKEN COOP

The homosexuality of 
Shepard Smith, one of Fox 
News’ angriest vein-pop-
ping pundits, has long been 
an open secret. Out maga-
zine’s has listed him on its 
annual power-gays list for 
years. Gawker recently dis-
covered Smith’s boyfriend 

— 26-year-old Fox Busi-
ness producer Giovanni 
“Gio” Graziano, who used 
to work under Smith, 49, 
by day as well. The out-
ing occurred after the two 
were spotted holding hands 
at a restaurant where Smith 
berated and humiliated 
the cocktail waitress for 
not replenishing his drink 
fast enough. He’s famous 
among service people for 
such tirades.

PERFORMANCE ART
Clayton Pettet, a 19-year-

old gay art student at Cen-
tral Saint Martins College 
of Arts and Design in Lon-
don, says he’ll have his first 
sexual experience in front 
of up to 100 people in Lon-
don on Jan. 25, 2014, for a 
project called “Art School 
Stole My Virginity,” accord-
ing to the Daily Star. He and 
his anonymous partner will 
have sex until completion 
and then hold a Q&A with 
the audience afterward. He 
says his goal is to explore 
the ideal of virginity.

REMEMBER 
THE AMMO?

Hundreds of 
gun rights activ-

ists gathered with rifles and 
shotguns outside of the his-
toric Alamo on a recent Sat-
urday. The “Come and Take 
It San Antonio!” rally was to 
celebrate the right to carry 
long arms under Texas law 
and to protest a local ordi-
nance that gun owners 
claim interferes with their 
rights. The San Antonio 
Police Department “is no 
longer going to be mess-
ing with us,” proclaimed C.J. 
Grisham, president of Open 
Carry Texas.

SUPER DUD
Universal Studios Hol-

lywood caught some flak 
recently for its staging of Bill 
and Ted’s Excellent Halloween 
Adventures Halloween Show. 
The plot involved a witch 
using fairy dust to take 
away Superman’s super-
powers. The Man of Steel 
lisped, pranced, cheerfully 

took some gut punches and 
squealed “finally” when he 
was ordered to get down on 
his knees before the villain-
ous General Zod.

MARITAL DISCORD?
U.S. Sen. John McCain’s 

wife Cindy McCain signed a 
postcard urging the senator 
to back legislation barring 
workplace discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orien-
tation and gender identity. 
She committed her signa-
ture after being approached 
by a Human Rights Cam-
paign volunteer in front of 
a Staples store in Arizona. 
A spokesman for McCain 
responded, “Sen. McCain 
enjoys and appreciates 
having discussions on the 
important issues of the day 
with all the members of his 
family, and he respects their 
views.”

STINGING SUIT
A man arrested in a 

Manhattan Beach, Calif., 
sex sting has sued in fed-
eral court, alleging that the 

police department unfairly 
targeted him and violated 
his privacy when they publi-
cized his name and released 
his photo. Eighteen men 
were arrested for allegedly 
seeking sex from undercov-
er male officers in a beach 
bathroom in March 2012. 
The plaintiff maintains that 
he was protecting a child 
frightened by a peeping 
undercover officer when he 
was tackled, choked, hand-
cuffed and interrogated for 
hours.

SOUR BELLY 
It can take up to 21 

days to make a single jelly 
belly, but it only takes 
one act to make a bigot. 

The chairman of The Jelly 
Belly Candy Company  has 
donated $5,000 to a cam-
paign attempting to repeal 
a California law allowing 
transgender students equal 
access to school facilities 
such as locker rooms and 
bathrooms. Jelly Belly has 
a regional warehouse in 
Pleasant Prairie, just south 
of Kenosha.

THE DEER SHOPPER
A western Pennsylvania 

hunter who shot a deer in 
a crowded Wal-Mart park-
ing lot on the first day of 
hunting season last year will 
have his record expunged if 
he completes six months’ 
probation without incident. 
Arcangelo Bianco Jr. was in 
a pickup truck when he saw 
the deer near the store’s 
cargo loading area. He fired 
at the animal with his hand-
gun and then shot it sev-
eral more times before it fell 
dead in a nearby yard.

P H OTO :  P S U . E D U

Giovanni Graziano’s year- 
book photo from Penn 
State University.
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DON’T MISS THE NORTH END NEIGHBORHOOD BASH!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND - FREE EVENT IN DENIM PARK AT 1551 N WATER ST.  

10am-4pm: Take a tour of our Brand New Luxury Apartment Homes!  

12-2pm: Wisconsin Pet Care will host special canine activities.  Doggy costume contest and 
parade begins at 1:30pm!  

 2pm-6pm: Don’t forget your chair! The afternoon warms up with fire pits, space heat-
ers and live music all afternoon in Denim Park! Fatty Acids, Vitrolum Republic,                      

Kane Place Record Club and Soul Low!!! Stay for the pig roast!

Bring your friends!!!  Questions? Call The North End 414.224.8900
thenorthend.com   mandelgroup.com
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We are Diverse and Resilient
We’re in the business of love and acceptance

Diverse and Resilient, Inc. | 2439 N. Holton St., Milwaukee, WI 53212 | 414.390.0444  | diverseandresilient.org

We envision a world where LGBT 
people live full, healthy, and 

happy lives in safe and supportive 
communities, and we’re here to make 
that dream a reality.

The fact is we aren’t there yet. 
Studies show LGBT people of all 
backgrounds are less healthy than 
the general public. Our community 
disproportionately experiences the 
ill effects of alcohol and drug use, 

depression, sexually transmitted 
infections, and partner violence. 
Discrimination against LGBT people 
is at the root of these disparities. And 
doing away with discrimination is the 
answer to our health.

Acceptance Journeys is 
our program that aims to end 
discrimination and stigma toward 
LGBT people. Acceptance Journeys 
encourages friends and family to 

stand up and make a difference for 
LGBT people in their lives. One by 
one, we are changing minds and 
hearts and paving a road toward 
acceptance.

Help us make a difference. Visit our 
website to learn more about our work.

Make a contribution online at www.
diverseandresilient.org/give.

Follow us:
/dresilient

/dresilient



High court weighs state registry law

Wisconsin’s only HIV Medical 
Home providing a l l  your HIV
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service needs.
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While a band of states 
sprinted forward on mar-
riage equality in recent 
weeks, Wisconsin activists 
were battling in the state’s 
highest court just to keep 
a domestic partner registry 
law on the books.

The registry accords lim-
ited but critical protections 
to same-sex couples and 
their families, according to 
its supporters.

The state’s leading anti-
gay Christian group, Wis-
consin Family Action, con-
tends that by providing 
same-sex couples with any 
of the rights associated with 
marriage, the registry law 
violates the state’s Consti-
tution.

An Oct. 23 hearing before 
the state’s Supreme Court 
was the third attempt by 
WFA president Julaine 
Appling to overturn the reg-

istry law. Two lower-courts 
dismissed her suit, which an 
appeals court called “non-
sense.”

Nonetheless, Appling’s 
most recent day in court was 
her best chance of winning. 
The Wisconsin Supreme 
Court is heavily politicized 
and dominated 4–3 by jus-
tices aligned with the con-
servative political agenda. 
Justice David Prosser, in 
fact, promised during his 
2011 retention campaign to 
support the policies enacted 
by Gov. Scott Walker.

Other conservatives on 
the bench have received for-
midable campaign funding 
from special interests allied 
politically with WFA.

As a formality, Walker is 
named as one of the defen-
dants in Appling’s suit. 
But he and Attorney Gen-
eral J.B. Van Hollen have 
both declared the registry 
law unconstitutional and 
refused to defend it in court, 
a responsibility that was 
assumed by the statewide 
equality group Fair Wiscon-
sin.

‘FAR CRY’
FROM MARRIAGE

Appling and WFA were 
behind the 2006 consti-
tutional amendment that 
banned same-sex marriage 
along with “any legal sta-
tus identical or substantially 
similar to that of marriage.” 
Appling insists that the 
registry law, also known as 
Chapter 770, is unconsti-
tutional because it mimics 
marriage. 

The Assembly narrowly 
approved Chapter 770 in 
2009 to provide same-sex 
couples with such basic 
rights as the ability to inher-
it a partner’s estate in the 
absence of a will, access to 
family medical leave to care 
for a sick partner, and hos-
pital visitation rights. Then-
Gov. Jim Doyle, D, signed 
the bill into law.w

Defending the registry law 
on behalf of Fair Wisconsin 
and five registered same-
sex couples, Lambda Legal 
attorney Christopher Clark 
told the court that the lim-
ited set of rights bestowed 

by the registry is “a far cry” 
from marriage. Further-
more, unlike marriage and 
civil unions, he said, the reg-
istry law requires no com-
mitment of exclusivity, no 
formal legal mechanism 
for dissolving the arrange-
ment and no requirement of 
mutual obligation of support 
— key legal components of 
civil marriage.

Registered same-sex 
couples from Wisconsin are 
not recognized as married 
in other states where same-
sex marriage is legal, Clark 
added. The 2009 law was 
crafted with the help of legal 
experts specifically so that it 
would not violate the intent 
of the 2006 constitutional 
amendment, he said.

Justice Michael Gable-
man, a leading advocate 
on the bench for Walker’s 
political agenda, grilled 
Clark about which rights 
— and how many rights — 
would be required to cre-
ate a domestic arrangement 
substantially similar to mar-
riage. Other justices echoed 
that line of questioning.

But Austin Nimocks, an 
attorney with the Scotts-
dale, Ariz.-based anti-gay 
Alliance Defense Fund, 
argued on behalf of WFA 
that the plaintiffs’ objection 
was not based on the rights 
themselves or even the 
number of rights, but rather 
on the “formation require-
ments” of the law. He said 
those requirements closely 
resemble those of marriage. 
For example, he said the 

minimum age requirement 
and the ban prohibiting 
closely related people from 
registering as partners both 
reflect traditional marriage 
requirements. 

“There is no other legal 
status under Wisconsin law 
that is so specific,” Nimocks 
argued. “I believe (the regis-
try contains) the essence of 
what marriage is . . . the fea-

LOUIS WEISBERG

News Analysis

REGISTRY next page

P H OTO :  W I K I P E D I A

The entrance to the Wisconsin Supreme Court, located in 
the Capitol.
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tures are very, very similar.”
Clark countered that in 

campaigning for the 2006 
amendment, its backers 
expressly told voters that 
it would not prevent the 
enactment of other legal 
measures protecting same-
sex couples. Amendment 
proponents promised the 
law would ban only mar-
riage and “Vermont-style 
marriage,” a reference to 
civil unions in Vermont at 
the time, which provided 
partners with all of the privi-
leges and responsibilities 
of marriage. Vermont has 
since enacted full marriage 
rights for same-sex couples. 

Gableman agreed: “Spon-
sors of the amendment told 
voters and legislators that 
the law would allow them to 
create some sort of (mea-
sure supporting same-sex 
couples) as long as it wasn’t 
a ‘Vermont-style marriage,’” 
he said.

Clark also told the court 
that overturning the regis-
try law would cause “very 
real legal ramifications for 
(registered) couples and 
their families.” Employers, 
including a growing num-
ber of municipalities in the 
state, use the registry as 
the basis for determining 
whether same-sex couples 
are eligible for health care 
and other employment ben-
efits extended to partners of 
workers, he explained.

Nimocks suggested that 
the plaintiff was not ask-
ing the court to retroactively 
undo registrations that have 
already been occurred, but 
rather to prevent couples 
from registering in the 
future.

ROLLING THE DICE
Clark noted that the legal 

arguments employed by 
WFA’s attorneys to over-
turn the law have changed 
over the course of litiga-
tion. But Justice Patience 
Roggensack, who sides 
with Republicans on the 
bench, responded that it’s 
not unusual for lawyers to 
change their arguments as 
cases progress. What was 
unusual about this case, she 
said, was that its opponents 
insisted on invalidating 
the entire law as opposed 
to challenging a specific 
aspect of the law. 

“It’s something very dif-
ferent from what we usually 
see,” she said. 

Prosser noted that 

Nimocks was “rolling the 
dice here” by hinging the 
case on the “constituent ele-
ments” of the registry law — 
that is, for focusing his argu-
ment on the requirements 
for registering as domestic 
partners rather than the 
rights accorded under the 
law. He said Nimocks’ strat-
egy, if he loses, would give 
the Legislature an opening 
to go back and add addi-
tional benefits to the law 
— “bing, bing, bing,” as he 
put it.

Following the nearly hour-
long hearing, reporters and 
television cameras crowded 
around the pro-equality 
contingent outside the 
courtroom. Kathy Flores and 
Ann Kendzierski, a same-
sex couple from Appleton 
and defendants in the case, 
told reporters that their 
inclusion on the registry 
grants them crucial rights, 
such as ensuring they can 
see each other in the hospi-
tal. With tears in her eyes, 
Flores described how hospi-
tal staff refused to let Ken-
dzierski see her when she 
was diagnosed with cancer.

“(The registry) is . . . how 
we take care of each other,” 
Flores told reporters.

ELEPHANTS
IN THE ROOM

Leaders on both sides of 
the case described them-
selves as “cautiously opti-
mistic” after the hearing, 
although Appling indicated 
that she believed the judges’ 
questions did not favor her 
position.

“I have seen many times 
when justices ask questions 
and then turn around and 
vote the other way,” she said 
hopefully.

Appling, suffering from 
a bad case of laryngitis, 
appeared weary.

“I’ve lived for this day for 
four years,” she said. “I’m 
glad it’s over. We rest in the 
hands of the justices.”

Appling’s high-profile 
case in the name of “pro-
tecting marriage” has 
brought ridicule to her per-
sonally because she’s never 
been married and has lived 
for many years with another 
never-married woman in a 
home the two own together 
in Watertown.

Appling was accompa-
nied in court by a contingent 
of people that included her 
longtime “roommate” Diane 
Westphal and James Mail-
lette, WFA’s executive vice 

president. In an introduction 
posted on YouTube in Janu-
ary 2013, Maillette made a 
point of presenting himself 
as married with three sons.

Although fundamentalist 
Christian beliefs are at the 
heart of WFA’s mission, as 
well as its motive in oppos-
ing the registry law, the 
words “bible” and “God” 
were not mentioned dur-
ing the hearing, nor during 
Appling’s conversation with 
WiG that followed the hear-
ing. Neither were the words 
“lesbian,” “gay” or “homo-
sexual.”

Clark said the changes in 
language and tone that have 
evolved since same-sex 
marriage was a new concept 
reflect how far society has 
moved forward on the issue. 
The most recent Marquette 

University Law School poll 
showed that 53 percent of 
Wisconsinites now favor 
same-se marriage.

Still, one thing that hasn’t 
changed is the insistence of 
anti-gay activists that same-
sex marriage will destroy 
traditional marriage. That 
argument was another  ele-
phant that went unspoken in 
the courtroom, and Appling 
only brought it forward in 
speaking with WIG follow-
ing the hearing.

Perhaps that’s partly 
because the argument has 
been discredited by facts. 
The northeastern United 
States, which has the high-
est concentration of states 
that allow same-sex mar-
riage, also has the low-
est divorce rates. Massa-
chusetts, which in 2005 

became the first state to 
legalize same-sex marriage, 
has the lowest divorce rate 
of all the states.

It’s unclear how the care-
fully choreographed dance 
around the real issues will 
affect the justices’ decision. 
Both sides asked the court 
to consider only the tech-
nicalities of a case that two 
lower courts found had no 
legal merit. And, as Clark 
pointed out in presenting his 
case, the constitution only 
permits a finding in favor 
of the plaintiffs if there is 
“no reasonable doubt” that 
the registry law does indeed 
create a legal status identi-
cal to marriage.

That’s probably why the 
justices’ questions, espe-
cially those of Gableman, 
seemed to favor the regis-

try’s supporters, despite the 
court’s conservative bent. 

“This is all a veiled effort 
to undermine the ability of 
gay and lesbian couples to 
be together and take care 
of each other,” said Katie 
Belanger, president of Fair 
Wisconsin, following the 
hearing. “The lower courts 
have been very clear about 
the legal claims in this case.”

Clark expressed confi-
dence that “the court will 
honor the intent of the legis-
lation in 2009” and “do the 
right thing.”

But Belanger agreed with 
Appling about one aspect 
of the case: “It’s been a long 
road,” she said.

The high court’s justices 
are expected to issue their 
final say on Appling v. Scott 
Walker by June 2014. 

Affordable STD screenings at Planned Parenthood
health centers. Make an appointment today:
1-800-230-PLAN
ppwi.org

REGISTRY from prior page
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By Lisa Neff
Staff writer

One. Two. Three . . . There 
was a time when counting 
the marriage equality states 
involved simple arithmetic 
that could be done on one 
hand.

These days, counting 
up the equality states gets 
complicated. 

Same-sex couples can 
marry in the District of 
Columbia and 14 states for 
sure, but there have been 
marriage licenses issued by 
county officials in at least 
two other states.

Meanwhile, Oregon is 
recognizing out-of-state gay 
marriages and same-sex 
couples are entering into 
marriages under tribal law 
in Oklahoma.

And, as WiG went to 
press, lawmakers in Illinois 
and Hawaii were poised to 
vote on marriage equality 
bills while courts in Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania, New 
Mexico and at least 16 other 
states were facing lawsuits 
seeking to overturn anti-gay 
marriage bans.

“Not only did we usher in 
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that struck a mortal blow 
to federal marriage discrimi-
nation, bringing important 
legal protections to families 
in every state, but this year 
alone we’ve won the free-
dom to marry in five more 
states — and the year is not 
even over,” said Evan Wolf-
son, founder of the Freedom 
to Marry campaign and one 
of the earliest leaders in the 
marriage equality effort.

SAYING ‘I DO’ TODAY
Same-sex couples can 

marry, with certainty, in 
California, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Iowa, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Washington and the District 
of Columbia.

Gay couples won the 
freedom to marry most 
recently in New Jersey, 
where, in September, a 
state judge ruled the mar-
riage ban unconstitutional 
and ordered that same-sex 

couples be allowed to marry 
beginning Oct. 21. The judge 
then denied a request for a 
stay from the state.

The state Supreme Court 
also denied a state request 
for a stay.

So, just after midnight on 
Oct. 21, same-sex couples 
began exchanging vows. 
One of the first ceremonies 
took place in Newark, with 
Mayor Cory Booker offi-
ciating. “Tonight, we have 
crossed a barrier, and now, 
while you all have fallen 
into love, I want to say that 
the truth is, that the state 
of New Jersey has risen to 
love,” said Booker, elected 
to the U.S. Senate a week 
earlier. 

By mid-day, Republican 
Gov. Chris Christie, who in 
2012 vetoed an equality bill, 
announced there would be 
no further challenge to mar-
riage equality in the Garden 
State, where an estimated 
17,000 same-sex couples 
reside.

New Jersey lawmakers 
may adopt a law codifying 
same-sex marriage — which 

could happen this winter 
— but Christie’s announce-
ment has brought to an end 
an 11-year legal battle.

However, legal challeng-
es continue in at least 19 
other states, as WiG went 
to press.

COURT CHALLENGES
The same day same-sex 

couples began marrying in 
New Jersey, the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights 
filed a federal lawsuit 
against the state of Tennes-
see on behalf of four same-
sex couples who want their 
marriages recognized by the 
state.

“Fairness and equality are 
the guiding principles of our 
government and, as a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces, I 
have fought and will con-
tinue to fight for those prin-
ciples,” said Army Reserve 
Sgt. Ijpe DeKoe, a plaintiff 
in the case. “After return-
ing to Memphis with Thom 
(Kostura), I was saddened 
to learn that Tennessee law 
does not live up to those 
ideals in the way it treats 

married same-sex couples.”
Also that day, after rel-

ishing the victory in New 

Jersey, executive director 
Kevin Cathcart announced 
Lambda Legal defense fund 
would focus on its lawsuits 
in Illinois, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Nevada, where 
a federal suit to overturn a 
constitutional amendment 
is at the appeals court level 
and could be headed for the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Cathcart said Lamb-
da has a national strat-
egy and “with our local and 
national partners, marriage 
equality will be a reality 
coast-to-coast very soon.” 

HUGE BLOW-OUT SALE
1901 E. Rawson Ave., Oak Creek
Mon – Sat 9AM – 7PM Sun 9AM – 5PM (414) 571-6565

• rare & hard to find evergreens • mushroom-like growing evergreens • spruce & pine trees •
• super blue dwarf spruce trees • weeping Norway spruces & white pines  • upright growing blue/green junipers • 
• weeping willow trees • oak trees •  birch trees • 100% seedless maples • lace-leaf red Japanese dwarf maples • 

 • bonsi pompoms • dwarf flowering trees • global arborvitaes • upright arborvitaes for privacy & MORE! •

Fresh-cut sod 
6’ x 18” for $1.99!

Buy Your Dream House, and Make it Your Dream Home.

3.29%
15 Year Fixed

Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is approximate. Payments with an APR of 3.29% are $1,756.68 for 180 months. Payment 
assumes a $314,000 price and value with a $64,000 down payment and a minimum $250,001 mortgage. Payment does 
not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums and the actual payment obligation may be greater. Other rates 
and programs available. Rate accurate as of 10/30/13. All rates subject to change without notice.  For Purchase only.

APR

Marriage equality: Adding it up coast-to-coast
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Desiree Padilla, left, and wife Betty Garcia kiss after 
exchanging vows in a ceremony performed by the Rev. 
Judith Maynard in Albuquerque, N.M. 

MARRY next page

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 36             



-A real patient quote

Marriage equality also is the 
goal in:

• Federal and state law-
suits filed in Arkansas, 
where three gay couples 
are seeking recognition of 
their marriages in New York 
and 11 same-sex couples are 
suing for the right to marry.

• A federal complaint 
in Hawaii, where a trial is 
scheduled for January.

• Two federal suits in Ken-
tucky, both seeking to over-
turn the state constitutional 
ban on gay marriage.

• A federal case in Michi-
gan filed by a lesbian couple 
seeking to marry and to pro-
tect their family. A trial to 
determine the fate of the 
2004 constitutional amend-
ment is set for Feb. 25. 

• A federal lawsuit in Mis-
sissippi, where a couple is 
demanding the state rec-
ognize their marriage from 
California.

• Multiple lawsuits in 
New Mexico, where the 
state Supreme Court held 
a two-hour hearing on Oct. 
23. Civil rights activists, gay 
couples, a number of county 
clerks and the state attor-
ney general asked the jus-
tices to rule that same-sex 
couples can legally marry in 
the state.

Earlier this year, based on 
lower court rulings, clerks 
in eight New Mexico coun-
ties began issuing marriage 
licenses to same-sex cou-
ples. To date, nearly 1,500 
gay couples have received 
licenses — and many of 
them have held weddings.

“We have county clerks 
who are truly struggling 
with this issue on a daily 
basis,” Daniel Ivey-Soto, 
the attorney for the state’s 
county clerks, told the five 
justices.

On the opposing side, 
a lawyer from Alliance 
Defending Freedom, repre-
senting a group of Repub-
lican legislators, told the 
justices that if they allowed 
marriage “to be a gender-
less institution, there is 
no longer an inherent link 
between procreation and 
marriage.”

The court’s decision is 
expected this year.

• A federal case in North 
Carolina brought by the 
ACLU on behalf of six cou-
ples and their children.

• A lawsuit in Ohio, where 
two same-sex couples sued 

for recognition of their out-
of-state marriages and to 
overturn a constitutional 
amendment. A federal judge 
has ordered the state to rec-
ognize the marriages, but 
the state is challenging the 
ruling.

One of the plaintiffs, John 
Arthur, died on Oct. 22 at 
age 48 after suffering from 
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Arthur and James 
Obergefell, who were 
together more than 20 
years, married in Maryland 
and sued Ohio to recognize 
their marriage earlier this 
year, hoping for a resolution 
before Arthur died.

The couple’s attorney, 
Al Gerhardstein, said the 
love Arthur and Obergefell 
shared “is a model for us 
all.”

“Part of John’s legacy will 
be the difference he has 
already made in the strug-
gle for marriage equality,” 
he added.

• A federal lawsuit in 
Oklahoma alleging a consti-
tutional amendment defin-
ing marriage as the union of 
a man and a woman denies 
people the right to marry 
the person of one’s choice.

• A lawsuit filed by two 
same-sex couples seeking 
marriage rights in Oregon.

• Three lawsuits in Penn-
sylvania, including a federal 
case brought by the ACLU 
on behalf of 23 people and 
another lawsuit over Mont-
gomery County Clerk Bruce 
Hanes’ decision to issue 
marriage licenses to same-
sex couples.

• A federal lawsuit in 
South Carolina brought by 
a lesbian couple seeking to 
marry.

• A federal lawsuit filed 
by three gay couples chal-
lenging Utah’s ban.

Also, two cases in which 
same-sex couples are seek-
ing the freedom to divorce 
in Texas have reached 
the state Supreme Court 
and could lead to a ruling 
of some kind on marriage 
equality.

Meanwhile, Equality 
Florida has issued a call for 
same-sex couples willing 
to be plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
challenging the anti-gay ban 
in the Sunshine State.

LEGISLATIVE DRIVE
The lawsuits pending in 

Hawaii and Illinois could be 
nullified this fall — even as 

quickly as this week or next.
A special session called 

solely to consider a mar-
riage equality bill began on 
Oct. 28 in Hawaii. If law-
makers pass the measure, 
Democratic Gov. Neil Aber-
crombie is certain to sign 
it into law and gay couples 
could begin marrying on 
Nov. 18.

In Illinois, a fall veto 
session is taking place in 
Springfield, and the House 
could consider an equality 
bill this month or next.

The measure passed the 
Senate in February and has 
the support of Democratic 
Gov. Pat Quinn, but it was 
not called for a vote in the 
House during the regular 
session, which ended in 
May.

The bill’s proponents and 
opponents rallied at the 
Capitol in the first days of 
the veto session.

Quinn addressed the 
equality rally, attended by 
about 3,000 people. Later, 
he said, “It’s time for mem-
bers of the Illinois House to 
guarantee equal rights for 
all and send this bill to my 
desk as soon as possible.”

ORGANIZING
AND ACTIVISM

In a number of states, leg-
islative and legal drives for 
equality are being support-
ed by protest movements, 
especially in the South, 
where same-sex couples 
associated with the Cam-
paign for Southern Equality 
are visiting clerks to request 
marriage licenses.

The actions are taking 
place in Georgia, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, 
Virginia and North Caroli-
na, where, in early October, 
Buncombe County Register 
of Deeds Drew Reisinger 
accepted marriage license 
applications to same-sex 
couples and asked the state 
attorney general for a ruling 
on whether he could issue 
licenses.

In several other states, 
activists are working to ask 
voters to overturn anti-gay 
amendments. Arizona, Col-
orado and Nevada voters 
could vote on the issue in 
2016. Oregon voters could 
vote on it in 2014.

MARRY from prior page
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By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

On Halloween night, when 
costumed kids plunder their 
neighborhoods for treats, 
Selena Fox honors her dead 
ancestors and friends at 
an altar in her home. The 
ceremony follows a week of 
activities that include feast-
ing, a costume ball, Tarot 
card readings, listening to 
Celtic music and dancing 
around a large bonfire.

But Oct. 31 is more than 
Halloween for Fox, the high 
priestess and founder of 
Circle Sanctuary, a Wiccan 
church located in rural Iowa 
County, southwest of Madi-
son. Instead, she celebrated 
Samhain (pronounced Sow-
in), an end-of-harvest fes-
tival that’s best described 
as New Year’s Eve for the 
world’s pagan religions.

Fox, who founded the 
nonprofit organization in 
1974, is not fond of the “W” 
word, which conjures imag-
es of pointy black hats and 
broomsticks. The word also 
is weighted with the dark 
history of genocide against 

early pagan practitioners, 
whose isolation and affin-
ity for nature were mistaken 
for black magic and Satanic 
liaisons.

Fox’s church occupies a 
recently rehabbed barn and 
about 200 acres of for-
ests and fields just north 
of Barneveld. She’d like for 
people to recognize Wicca 
and the dozens of other 
pagan religions for their 
devotion to preserving 
nature.

Fox believes that absolute 
equality is a universal truth, 
and supporting LGBT rights 
has always been a part of 
her civil rights work, as well 
as that of her husband Den-
nis Carpenter, a psychology 
professor at U.W.-Richland 
Center. As a college stu-
dent, she helped found the 
Lambda Alliance, one of the 
first gay rights groups in the 
southern United States. 

Born Suzanne Marie Bis-
set to a Southern Baptist 
family, Fox grew up in Alex-
andria, Va. As a child, she 
first experienced an unusual 
connection to nature while 

sitting under a pear tree 
in her parents’ backyard. 
The surroundings seemed 
to speak to her in unusual 
ways, she says.

“I began to feel the tree 
and understand it, as I did 
other forms of plants and 
animals,” says Fox, who 
changed her name when she 
began to write about pagan 
themes and issues. “I start-
ed having mystical experi-
ences as a child, including 
precognitive dreams.”

Now 64, Fox began iden-
tifying with pagan spiritual-
ity at age 17 and became 
interested in the classics 
and ancient traditions. At 
21, she conducted her first 
ceremony, one based on 
ancient Greco-Roman tra-
ditions, to welcome spring 
in the Sunken Gardens on 
the College of William and 
Mary’s campus in Williams-
burg, Va., where she was an 
undergraduate. She gradu-
ated in 1971 with a degree 
in psychology, spent some 
time at Rutgers University 
and finally landed at UW-
Madison, where she earned 

a master’s degree in coun-
seling in 1995.

Fox’s interest in social jus-
tice issues intensified con-
currently with her faith. She 
was active in the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s and 
an early feminist, working as 
executive assistant for Kath-
ryn Clarenbach, the found-
ing chair of the National 
Organization for Women.

Fox also was active in 
the  first Earth Day. As an 
undergraduate in 1970, 
she organized an environ-
mental teach-in while at 
William and Mary to take 
action against pollution in 
the Chesapeake Bay.

Fox became an ordained 
minister in the Wiccan 
church in 1978. Her minis-
try has included perform-
ing same-sex marriages 
— something she says that 
she’s been doing for 30 
years.

“Spiritual marriage rites, 
whether legally binding or 
not, can enrich the relation-
ship and strengthen support 
for the couple within their 
converged networks of fam-
ily and friends,” Fox says. 

In March, Fox was one 
of four religious leaders 
who performed blessings 
of same-sex couples at the 
culmination of the national 
interfaith service on Capi-
tol Hill, part of the rally for 
marriage equality on the 
National Mall in Washing-
ton, D.C. More than a dozen 
same-sex couples were 
joined together during that 
ceremony.

The Wiccan faith and 
other pagan religions are 
seeing greater interest from 
the LGBT community, whose 
kinship with the groups is 

strengthened by their mutu-
al experience of social per-
secution. However, it’s hard 
to know how many gay and 
lesbian members the faith 
has attracted, because 
many fear persecution if 
they come out as pagans.

For that reason, the num-
ber of practicing pagans in 
general is hard to estimate. 
Based on networking and 
other means, Fox believes all 
U.S. pagan groups combined 
total from 750,000 to 1.5 
million practitioners.

The numbers are grow-
ing thanks to the efforts of 
Circle Sanctuary and other 
pagan groups. Circle Sanc-
tuary ministers have been 
active as chaplains in the 
U.S. military and in prison 
programs, and the organi-
zation has been a strong 
supporter of environmental 
programs, including prairie 
restoration.

The Wiccan church’s 

most visible success was 
a 2007 victory against the 
U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs to allow pen-
tacles, the Wiccan equiva-
lent of the Christian cross 
or the Jewish Star of David, 
to be carved on the head-
stones of military veterans. 
Americans United for the 
Separation of Church and 
State, representing Circle 
Sanctuary and the widows 
of several Wiccan soldiers, 
won the concession from 
the Bush administration 
to settle a suit filed in U.S. 
District Court of Western 
Wisconsin.

The graves of nearly a 
dozen military veterans, 
including that of U.S. Army 
Sgt. Patrick Dana Stewart, 
the first Wiccan service-
man killed in Afghanistan, 
sit atop the “Military Ridge” 
section of the Circle Sanctu-
ary Cemetery, one of Wis-
consin’s first ”green” ceme-
teries. Fox serves as director 
of the cemetery. 

“I have been a peace 
activist all my life, but I have 
a warrior dimension to me,” 
says Fox as she gazes at 
Stewart’s grave marker and 
the forested hills beyond 
Military Ridge. “As a nation 
we were founded on the 
basis of equality, and we 
have to work to guarantee 
equality and freedom for 
all.”

Wiccans seek to preserve nature, promote equality

We are here to help you:

Visit us at  AcupunctureHerbalMD.com

Depression and Chronic Fatigue 
Chronic and Acute Pain
Headaches and Migraine
Fibromyalgia/Arthritis 
Allergies and Asthma 
Women’s and Men’s health
and more...and more...

Dr. Xiping Zhou M.D.O.M., L.Ac.
Over 30 years of experience

 D
r. 
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’s
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puncture & W

ellness C
linic

Call Us Today!

WE MAKE YOU
WANT TO SMILE!

2445 N. Farwell Ave.
414.962.5915

Michael DeWan D.D.S., S.C.
DeWAN DENTAL WELLNESS

www.dewandental.com

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY

The Rev. Selena Fox of Circle Sanctuary at the mar-
riage equality rally on March 26 on the steps of the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Washington, D.C.
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Join us to celebrate our first year anniversary on  
Nov. 13 at the Black Sheep in Milwaukee, 5-7pm

For information on joining the Chamber, visit WisLGBTChamber.com or call (414) 678-9275. 

 “ We are so thankful to all of those that joined the Chamber during our first year. 
Working together, we look forward to building a pro-fairness, pro-business 
community all across Wisconsin.” – Jason Rae, executive Director

Wisconsin 
Women’s 
Business 
Initiative 
Corporation 
Milwaukee

Writing 
Development 
Solutions, LLC 
Shorewood

Jason Rae, executive director, accepting the National Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce’s 2013 Excellence in Community 
Impact Award for the Wisconsin LGBT Chamber.
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In the initial weeks of full implementation, the Affordable Care Act was marred by 
computer glitches that left hundreds of thousands — if not millions — of consumers 
in the lurch. Healthcare.gov, the Web portal established for Americans to purchase 
health insurance through federal exchanges, is a travesty.

Residents of individual states that created their own insurance exchanges are far-
ing better under the ACA. But the dysfunctional Web portal set up for the federal 
exchange has let down the citizens of Wisconsin and other states where Republican 
leaders refused to establish state exchanges.

Americans who are reliant on the exchanges earn 400 percent or less of the fed-
eral poverty level. Most of them live in impoverished states. The ACA provides them 
with subsidies to help pay their insurance premiums, but they must register in order 
to receive this benefit.

Unfortunately, the majority of people who’ve attempted to register on healthcare.
gov have failed. They’ve waited for hours to get on the website, only to find that the 
system is incapable of finalizing their applications. According to local industry insid-
ers, only about 50 people in southeastern Wisconsin had been able to apply success-
fully in the first two weeks.

How did this happen? The law was passed three years ago, giving the Obama 
administration ample time to execute an effective website. By dropping the ball 
on the president’s signature legislation, his own administration has left millions of 
people in a panic and thrown a meaty bone to conservatives who argue that govern-
ment is incapable of managing such complex programs.

We grudgingly supported the ACA, despite our belief that a single-payer system 
would have been fairer and more cost-effective. But we strongly endorsed the new 
law’s fundamental features, including: ending the denial of coverage based on pre-
existing conditions; lowering health-care costs by expanding the risk pool and halting 
the practice of uninsured people using emergency rooms as primary care providers; 
eliminating lifetime limits on coverage; prohibiting insurers from dropping coverage 
or raising premiums due to illness; capping annual out-of-pocket medical and drug 
expenses at $6,400 for individuals and $12,800 for families; and ensuring that chil-
dren can remain on their parents’ coverage until age 26.

People who can afford their own plans or receive coverage through their employ-
ers will enjoy these essential improvements to the system. But low-income citizens 
who are unable to register for federal subsidies will find the insurance market is out 
of their reach.

Although the enrollment phase of the program lasts though March, people who 
don’t register by Dec. 15 could face devastating gaps in their coverage if their current 
policies expire before their new ones are processed. The Department of Health and 
Human Services must now work 24/7 to guarantee the website is functioning effec-
tively before that can happen.

And the White House owes the nation more than its initial excuse that the system 
failed because it was overcome with so many people signing up at once when it went 
live on Oct. 1. That’s hogwash. Unofficial reports are that testing did not even begin 
on healthcare.gov until the waning days of September. 

The administration was caught unprepared to implement the most contentious law 
the nation has seen in decades — a law that cost Democrats control of the House and 
nearly cost them the presidency. That makes this failure of the White House far more 
than shoddy — it’s downright terrifying.

Health care rollout a disgrace
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“I think one of my absolute 
strengths as a coach is being 
openly, unapologetically gay. It 

models for the athletes one of our 
team’s core values, which is that they get to be who 
they are, and all of who they are, when they come 
down to the boathouse. We ask them to work too 
hard to also have to worry about not just being 
themselves.”

— CHARLEY SULLIVAN, associate head coach of 
men’s rowing at the University of Michigan, speak-
ing to OutSports about being named Collegiate 
Coach of the Year in a poll by US Rowing magazine.

“Not hearing any substantive, worthy objections, 
I now will proceed.”

— Newark Mayor and U.S. Sen.-elect CORY 
BOOKER responding to a heckler as he officiated 
over his city’s first same-sex wedding at 12:01 a.m., 
Oct. 21, in Newark City Hall. Booker had just asked 
whether anyone present objected to the union of 
the two men he was about to marry. “This is unlaw-
ful in the eyes of God!” responded the heckler. 
Booker had the protester removed to thunderous 
applause and proceeded to perform the ceremony, 
after delivering the line above.

“Some people in the gay community were very 
upset with me for not coming out on their terms. 
They don’t stop to think about what’s going on in 
somebody’s personal life, and the struggles that 
they’re having. It was all very scary. We got death 
threats. It was a really rough time for me, but I was 
also having the time of my life.”

— Out actor SEAN HAYES talking to the Los 
Angeles Times about his closeted days while play-
ing Jack on Will & Grace.

“Nakedness trumps sincerity. I do not want a 
naked boy in front of a young girl in the shower or 
bathroom even if he sincerely identifies as a girl.”

— National Organization for Marriage president 
BRIAN BROWN in a fundraising pitch for his cam-
paign to overturn a California law protecting trans-
gender youth. 

“There are people who are so rabidly 
homophobic and I just find that fascinating. It’s as if 
you met someone who absolutely spent all their life 
trying to get rid of red telephones. You’d go, what? 
You just would not understand it. Why would 
someone bother to attack a group of people who 
mean to do them no harm?”

— British actor, writer and activist STEPHEN FRY 
introducing his two-part documentary titled Ste-
phen Fry: Out There, which he describes as “a series 
about gay people and the trouble people have 
accepting them.”

“And he has used that power for any number 
of odious measures to benefit the fat cats and the 
politically connected. He can use that same power 
to pass something that is truly popularly supported 
around the state and he has failed thus far to do it.” 
— Chicago activist ANDY THAYER 
criticizing Illinois House Speaker 
Michael Madigan for not pushing 
more forcefully to bring a measure 
to legalize same-sex marriage in 
the state to the Assembly floor.

The Internet is buzz-
ing with debate about The 
Book of Matt: Hidden Truths 
About the Murder of Mat-
thew Shepard by Stephen 
Jimenez. 

Jimenez, who spent more 
than a decade researching 
the book, concludes that 
Shepard’s 1998 murder was 
not a hate crime. He asserts 
that Shepard was involved 
in the methamphetamine 
trade and may have turned 
tricks for meth and money, 
including with his killer, 
Aaron McKinney. He alleges 
that McKinney murdered 
Shepard not out of anti-gay 
bias but over a bad drug 
deal.

Critics call it a hatchet 
job and tie it to the ongoing 
campaign by anti-gay, right-
wing zealots to discredit 
Shepard and the federal 
hate crime statute named 
for him. Others note that 
Jimenez is himself gay and 

an award-winning reporter 
who conducted extensive 
interviews and dug up new 
facts about the crime.

I found the book fasci-
nating. Jimenez presents 
his findings like an attorney 
building a case on layers 
of evidence. I wasn’t sur-
prised by his assertions of 
Shepard’s drug dealing and 
sexual history. Shepard’s 
mother Judy wrote honestly 
about what a troubled kid 
he was in her own book. 
People touted as heroes or 
role models are often com-
plicated, flawed individuals.

I don’t object to Jimenez’s 
reconsideration of the case. 
History is always being 
revised in light of new evi-
dence and perspectives. 
We certainly have a much 
better understanding of the 
scope and horrors of the 
meth epidemic than we did 
at the time. I am troubled, 
however, by how many of 
the author’s allegations are 
based on unnamed sources 
whose words he “recreated” 
rather than recorded. Some 
testimony is from rather 
dodgy sources — including 

the killer himself, who has 
changed his story several 
times. 

The claim that McKin-
ney is bisexual seems irrel-
evant. Jimenez cites sources 
who say McKinney was a 
hustler, and he implies that 
McKinney’s experience of 
homo sex was coerced due 
to drug debts. McKinney’s 
own defense in the case was 
that he attacked Shepard for 
coming on to him.

Self-hating bi and gay 
men can be the worst kind 
of homophobes. His status 
doesn’t make him less like-
ly to commit a hate crime, 
especially given his history 
of violence. 

Some people have used 
the findings of this ques-
tionable book to denigrate 
Shepard and his legacy. One 
writer (in The Nation of all 
places!) condemned the 
“machinery” of the Matthew 
Shepard Foundation. They 
have accused Shepard sup-
porters of misrepresenting 
his murder, profiting from 
his death and promoting a 
“political agenda.”

First of all, no conspiracy 

of activists made up what 
happened. All people of 
conscience were horrified by 
the crime as it was revealed 
through extensive reporting 
and evidence presented at 
the trial. There was no orga-
nized campaign to mislead 
anyone, just a spontaneous 
outpouring of outrage and 
concern.

The Matthew Shepard 
Foundation, founded by 
Matthew’s parents, is 
beyond reproach. No one 
who has talked with Judy 
and Dennis Shepard or seen 
the tireless work they have 
done to promote tolerance 
can deny their decency and 
their desire to turn their 
personal tragedy into some-
thing constructive.

Finally, federal hate 
crime legislation passed not 
only because of Matthew 
Shepard but also because 
of James Byrd, Jr., and thou-
sands of other victims of 
hate violence in this coun-
try. Shepard’s character and 
murder can be debated, but 
his legacy of justice for vic-
tims and tolerance for all is 
an honorable one.

ON THE RECORD

JAMAKAYA

Opinion

It may not be a high pro-
file marriage case, but to 
those 2,000-plus same-sex 
couples who’ve registered in 
Wisconsin, Appling v. Walker 
is a case that’s poised to 
have a tremendous impact 
on their lives.

Two of those couples 
joined us at the Wisconsin 
State Supreme Court for 
oral arguments in Appling 
— Kathy Flores and Ann 
Kendzierski of Appleton and 
Janice Czyscon and Crystal 
Hyslop of Madison. They 
are two of the five couples 
who joined Fair Wisconsin 
in defending the domes-
tic partnership registry 
against Julaine Appling and 
Wisconsin Family Action’s 
attempt to have it declared 
unconstitutional. 

When our opposition 
filed its lawsuit in 2009, we 
knew that highlighting the 
stories of individuals who 
were impacted by the avail-

ability — or lack of — legal 
protections would be critical 
in defending the registry. In 
joining the case, the defend-
ing couples have made 
public some of their most 
private moments — times 
when they have been sub-
jected to homophobia and 
discrimination.

Flores has several serious 
health issues. In 2009, she 
was in an Appleton hospi-
tal and wanted Kendzierski 
by her side during a proce-
dure. The nurse told Flores 
her “friend” would be more 
comfortable in the waiting 
room. Flores explained their 
relationship but the nurse 
refused to let Kendzierski 
join her.

Flores successfully advo-
cated for herself, however. 
She ultimately persuaded 
the doctor to allow Kend-
zierski’s presence during the 
procedure, but the fact that 
she had to deal with dis-
crimination at such a trau-
matic time illustrates why 
the registry is so important.

Czyscon and Hyslop 
have been together for 33 
years. As they plan for their 

future, the protections the 
registry provides for hospi-
tal visitation, family medi-
cal leave and inheritance 
are critical for them to care 
for each other. I remember 
their excitement when we 
gathered outside the Dane 
County Clerk’s office at 5 
a.m. on Aug. 3, 2009, so 
they could become the first 
couple registered in the 
county. That was when I 
fully realized the enormity of 
what domestic partnerships 
meant for Wisconsin.

It’s true that today, seven 
years after Wisconsin vot-
ers banned marriage equal-
ity and civil unions, the con-
versation about equality is 
vastly different. Even con-
servative Justice Michael 
Gableman made that point 
during oral arguments. 
It’s surprising that we are 
defending such a limited set 
of legal protections while 
other states are fighting for 
full marriage equality.

But before we can move 
forward, we have to protect 
our previous victories. We 
are extremely fortunate to 
have Lambda Legal repre-

senting Fair Wisconsin and 
our five couples who volun-
teered to be defendants in 
this case. Christopher Clark, 
Lambda Legal’s senior staff 
attorney, made an impas-
sioned presentation to the 
Supreme Court, laying out 
the clear, logical reasons 
why the registry does not 
violate our constitutional 
amendment while also 
sharing the critical need for 
same-sex couples to have 
basic legal protections.

There was a sharp con-
trast between Clark’s argu-
ments and our opposition’s 
attempts to strip the most 
basic protections from 
same-sex couples.

Justice David Prosser 
summed up the religious 
rights’ legal efforts best 
when he said they were “just 
rolling the dice.”

Wisconsin has fallen far 
behind our neighbors and 
many parts of the country 
but a victory in the Supreme 
Court will prevent us from 
falling farther in terms of 
progress and equality.

Katie Belanger is the presi-
dent of Fair Wisconsin.

KATIE BELANGER

Opinion

Matthew Shepard’s honorable legacy

Why the registry law must be preserved
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SWEEPSTAKES SPONSORS

$

SUMMER
CYCLE

2014 Sportster
SuperLow® XL883L 

motorcycle
Donated by

Harley-Davidson
Motor Company

WINTER 
WINDFALL
$5,000 “Holiday Bonus”
Visa gift card to spend,
share and save
Donated by
BMO Harris Bank

GIVE & WIN
™

 
SweepstakesSweepstakes

Give to United Way’s Community Impact Fund
and/or any of its Education, Income and Health strategies

or special initiatives for a chance to win.

Give a new or increased
gift of $25+ to be automatically entered to win one

of the three prize packages listed above.

GIVING IS     ALWAYS IN SEASON

AUTUMN-OBILE
GIVE MORE TO WIN A CAR. A new or increased gift of $50+

automatically enters you to win a NEW 2013 Ford Focus 4-Door
Sedan SEL donated by Johnson Controls. 

To qualify, your pledge form/online donation
must be received by United Way of Greater Milwaukee

by 5 p.m. CST, November 15, 2013. Winners will be 
announced on December 12, 2013.  Offi cial rules:

UnitedWayMilwaukee.org/Sweepstakes

SPRING BREAK
Two tickets to the fi nal games of the

2014 NCAA Tournament in Texas,
plus $3,000 for travel and expenses

Provided by Northwestern Mutual 
and Greg & Rhonda Oberland

BMO HARRIS BANK • HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR COMPANY • JOHNSON CONTROLS
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL • GREG & RHONDA OBERLAND

WWWINTER

SSPRING 
Two tickets to the fi

2014 NCAA Tourn
plus $3,000 for trav

Provided by North

   DEADLINE

NOVEMBER 15

Give at UnitedWayMilwaukee.org 

Not Bronzed Yet?
Exceeding expectations for 7 years

Savvy opticians

Brilliant service

Are you ready to have fun?

1568 N. FArwEll AvE.  |  MilwAukEE  |  414.221.7055  |  BroNzEopticAl.coM
visit our website for special-offer coupons and more.

proud sponsor Milwaukee lGBt Film/video Festival

Mention our sponsorship of the Milwaukee lGBt Film/video Festival and receive an additional $77 discount on a complete pair 
of prescription eyeglasses with crizal, transitions, or polarized lenses. this discount may be combined with insurance or another 
special offer. valid through 11/30/13.

7th Anniversary 
Special offer

By Lisa Neff
Staff writer

It’s a tradition at PrideFest Milwaukee for 
the Lesbian Fund to take the community’s 
pulse with a question like, “What would you 
do if you had all the money in the world?”

A couple of years ago, one woman after 
another answered that she’d invest in build-
ing and strengthening the community.

And that’s exactly the goal of the Lesbian 
Fund, but without all the money in the world.

A group of women established the fund 
in 2006 as a community resource built and 
advised by lesbians. Donations are used for 
direct grants to programs that benefit lesbi-
ans and support lesbian leadership, as well 
as to grow the fund’s investment assets.

“We’ve been doing very worthwhile 
work,” said Leslie Salas, co-chair of the fund 
steering committee, which meets monthly. 
Other members include Chris Doerfler, Ann 
Ellingboe, Velvet Moore, Kathy Prodoehl, 
Eren Turk and co-chair Dalila Cardona.

Salas joined in early 2012, impressed 
with the mission and the uniqueness of the 
fund, one of several under the umbrella of 
the Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee. 
“I’ve been doing my research and I cannot 
find another lesbian fund in the nation,” 
Salas said.

Since 2009, the fund has awarded more 
than $55,000 for a number of efforts, 
including, most recently:

• The Grow Great Women program at 
Diverse & Resilient.

• Fair Wisconsin’s annual conference.
• The employment of a school nurse at 

the Alliance School, the year-round Mil-
waukee Public school established to pro-
vide a “safe place for students regardless 
of sexuality, identity, appearance, ability or 
beliefs.”

“We really value our partnership with the 
Alliance School,” Salas said. On Nov. 3, the 
LF partners Alliance on a drag extravaganza 

to raise money for the school and the fund. 
A Night to Remember: A Night to Cele-
brate Diversity begins at 8 p.m. at Montage 
Lounge, 801 S. Second St., Milwaukee. The 
lineup includes DJ Kelly and some of the 
state’s most popular drag performers. “We 
have some fabulous queens and we promise 
off-the-charts fierceness,” Salas said. 

Ahead on the calendar is a town meeting. 
Also, in early 2014, the fund plans to issue 
grants. The group fell short in 2013 and 
postponed the grant cycle until early next 
year to focus more time on fundraising. “We 
really need the community to come out and 
support us at this critical time,” Salas said.

Lesbian fund seeks to build 
assets, grow community

MAKE A DATE

The Lesbian Fund and the Alliance 
School in Milwaukee are the beneficia-
ries of A Night to Remember: A Night 
to Celebrate Diversity at 8 p.m. on Nov. 
3 at Montage Lounge, 801 S. Second St. 
Admission to the drag extravaganza is 
$15 per person or $75 per table. For more, 
call 414-277-8092.

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY  T H E  L E S B I A N  F U N D

Two of the “foremothers” of the Lesbian 
Fund, India McCanse and Fai De Mark, at 
the group’s PrideFest booth in 2012.
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Out on the town Nov. 1–Nov. 14

‘DEATHTRAP’
Through Nov. 10

This evergreen comedy-thriller by Ira 
Levine (Rosemary’s Baby, The Stepford 
Wives) is a huge crowd pleaser that also 
was made into a movie starring Michael 
Caine and Christopher Reeve as lovers. The 
gay aspect of the lead characters’ relation-
ship is not, however, in the play. At Racine 
Theatre Guild, 2519 Northwestern Ave. 
(Hwy. 38), Racine. Call 262-633-4218 or go 
to www.rainetheatre.org.

‘THE SWEET LOWDOWN’
8 p.m. on weekends through Nov. 16

A grant from the Diabetes Hands Foun-
dation helped to support this presenta-
tion of two one-act plays about diabetes 
that combines music, comedy and dance to 
explain the science, stigma and politics of 
the disease. At Broom Street Theater, 1119 
Williamson St., Madison. Tickets are $11. 
Phone the theater at 608-244-8338 or go 
to bstonlin.org.

Observe Veterans Day by attend-
ing this lauded production in which 
award-winning playwright, stage 
and screen star Stephen Lang brings 
the stories of eight military heroes to 
the stage. Beyond Glory is a one-man 
show adapted from Larry Smith’s 
book. Lang, who’s earned praise for 
his film portrayals of Babe Ruth, 
Stonewall Jackson and Avatar’s Col. 
Quaritch, enjoyed a celebrated run 
in Beyond Glory on Broadway and 
at Chicago’s Goodman Theater. 
Lang  also has performed the show 
on military bases and the floor of 

Congress.
Wisconsin Medal of Honor recip-

ient Gary Wetzel says, “The red, 
white and blue is not just to look 
at, but to feel. I  know every man 
portrayed in the show (some are 
deceased).   Beyond Glory is not just 
for active military and veterans, but 
for all who value courage, valor and 
freedom.” A portion of ticket re- 
venue will be donated to The Mil-
waukee Homeless Veterans Initia-
tive (mkehomelessvets.org). Call 
414-273-7206 and purchase a ticket 
for a vet.

‘BEYOND GLORY’ 7:30 p.m., Mon., Nov. 11, Veterans Day

Milwaukee’s skywalks take touring 
the city to the next level — the second 
level. And you can avoid the seasonal 
chill. Guided tour groups meet every 
Saturday at 1 p.m. in front of the T.J. 
Maxx entrance to the Plankinton Build-
ing section of the Shops of Grand Ave-

nue, 161 W. Wisconsin Ave. Tours are 
free to members of Historic Milwaukee 
Incorporated (historicmilwaukee.org), 
$10 for adult non-members, $2 for kids 
ages 7 to 17, and free for children under 
6. Call 414-277-7795 to reserve group 
space.

SKYWAUKEE TOUR 1 p.m., Saturdays through Nov. 14

This popular homage to the close-
harmony male singing groups of the 
1950s resurrects The Plaids, a fictional 
group who died in a car crash en route 
to their first big gig. But Sparky, Jinx, 
Frankie and Smudge get one chance to 
return from the afterlife and bop-shoo-
bop their way through such tuneful 
classics as “Love is a Many Splendored 

Thing,” “Three Coins in the Fountain” 
and “Sixteen Tons.” The music, inter-
mingled with boyish squabbles and 
outlandish choreography, makes for a 
memorable evening of entertainment. 
At Stackner Cabaret at the Milwaukee 
Rep, 108 E. Wells St., Milwaukee. Call 
414-224-9490 or visit www.milwauke-
erep.com.

‘FOREVER PLAID’ Through Dec. 29

P H OTO :  M I C H A E L  B R O S I LO W

From left to right, Adam Estes, Paul Helm, Anand Nagraj and Nate Lewellyn in 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater’s 2013–14 Stacker Cabaret production Forever 
Plaid. 

‘AN EVENING WITH  
DAVID SEDARIS’
7 p.m., Fri., Nov. 1

Offbeat gay memoirist and raconteur 
David Sedaris has made a name for himself 
both on the page and on the stage. Fans of 
his unique brand of ironic wit will devour his 
latest book Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls. 
Like most of the Sedaris canon, it’s a book 
that lends itself easily to live performance, 
and Sedaris will undoubtedly milk its enter-
tainment value in his next appearance at 
The Pabst, 144 E. Wells, Milwaukee. Call 
414-286-3663 or visit www.pabsttheater.
org. Madison residents get their chance 
to hear Sedaris read on Mon., Nov. 4, at 
Overture Center for the Arts, 201 State St. 
in Madison. Call 608-258-4141 or go to 
overturecenter.com.

A curated calendar of upcoming events
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Healthy legs are just a phone call away!
Now is the time to stop the pain, discomfort and unsightly  
appearance associated with varicose veins.
We invite you to call or visit us today for your FREE consultation.
Treatment may be covered by your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid included.

www.venainstitute.com
262.349.9371

Bruce W. Cardone, MD, RVT
Board Certified Radiologist
Diplomate of American Board of Phlebology

‘PATTI LUPONE:
FAR AWAY PLACES’
7:30 p.m., Fri., Nov. 1

Fox Valley Symphony Orchestra presents 
Broadway superstar Patti LuPone in con-
cert. The legendary diva and two-time Tony 
Award-winner came to fame as the original 
Evita in the Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 
of the same name in 1978, and she hasn’t 
left center stage since. Besides having one 
of her generation’s most phenomenal voic-
es, LuPone is famous for peppering perfor-
mances with amusing backstage anecdotes. 
At Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, 400 
W. College Ave., Appleton. For tickets, call 
920-730-3760.

‘DARK PLAY’ OR
’STORIES FOR BOYS’
Fridays and Saturdays Nov. 1–Nov. 16 

Pink Banana Theatre Co. presents this 
mature play by Carlos Murillo about a 
14-year-old boy who discovers the intoxicat-
ing pleasures of inventing fake personalities 
in Internet chat rooms. A tale of deception 
and sexual license in the cyber age, Dark 
Play shows what happens when the real 
world collides with the virtual. The produc-
tion includes adult situations and is best 
suited for mature audiences. At the Arcade 
Theater in the Underground Collaborative, 
161 W. Wisconsin Ave., lower level, Milwau-
kee. Tickets are $18 pre-sale and $20 on the 
day of show. Go to pinkbananatheater.com 
or at the venue box office day of show.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
WINTER FARMERS MARKET 
9 a.m–1 p.m.., Saturdays Nov. 2–April 19

There’s a good chance the tomato vine 
on your patio has gone to the compost heap 
— or the trash. For fresh produce — and a 
warm environment — visit the Milwaukee 
County Winter Farmers Market. You’ll find 
apples and cider, hand-rolled butter, goat 
milk, rainbow trout, artisan cheese, granola, 
stone-ground flour and more. At Mitchell 
Park Domes,  524 S. Layton Blvd., Milwau-
kee. Admission and parking are free. Call 
262-893-5978 or go to www.mcwfm.org.

MilQ
7 p.m., Nov. 2

UWM’s Peck School of the Arts and the 
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center spon-
sor a free program of local LGBT short films 
and videos at the Milwaukee LGBT Commu-
nity Center, 1110 N. Market St., Milwaukee. 
Admission is free. Go to www4.uwm.edu/
psoa/film/lgbtfilmfestival/monthly.html.

RUMMAGE-A-RAMA! 
9 a.m., Sat., Nov. 2, and Sun., Nov. 3

Bargain hunting? Looking for antiques? 
Vendors at Rummage-A-Rama! include 
local antique dealers, business owners who 
need to get rid of overstock and close-
outs, and everyday people unloading their 
tchotchkes. At Wisconsin Products Pavilion 
at Wisconsin State Fair Park, 640 S. 84th 
St., West Allis. Admission is $4 or $2 with a 
donation to the Hunger Task Force. 

DESSA
9:30 p.m., Sat., Nov. 2

Minnesota-based singer, rapper, 
and spoken-word artist Dessa Darling, 
whose newest album Parts of Speech 
was released in June, has won praise 
for her witty style and rhythmic deliv-
ery. A native of Minneapolis, she’s a 
member of the indie hip hop collec-
tive Doomtree. Her appearance at The 
Sett, Union South, 1308 W. Dayton, on 
the campus of UW-Madison, is free.

THOMAS DOLBY’S ‘INVISIBLE LIGHTHOUSE’
8 p.m., Wed., Nov. 6

Eighties synth-pop groundbreaker Thomas Dolby (“She Blinded Me With Sci-
ence,” “Hyperactive!”) also is the father of a trans son (Harper) and lesbian daugh-
ter (Talia). A big Joni Mitchell fan, he worked on her Dog Eat Dog album. In recent 
years, Dolby has been expanding his repertoire, and he brings his interactive con-
cert/film experience The Invisible Lighthouse to Madison on Nov. 6, at The Majestic 
Theatre, 115 King, Madison. Call 608-251-2582 or visit www.majesticmadison.com. 
On Thurs., Nov. 4, you can also catch the performance at Milwaukee’s Shank Hall, 
1434 N. Farwell Ave.

Out on the town Nov. 1–Nov. 14
A curated calendar of upcoming events
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Parisian for a chance to win tickets!

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

This event was made possible
with support from:

C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

   

cam InKind WG ad.pdf   1   10/24/13   3:59 PM

Special thanks to:

Tuesday,  November 2 6 ,  201 3
Marcus Center for  the Per forming A r ts

929 North Water Street, Milwaukee

For tickets and more information call: 414.225.1570

The AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin
invites you to enjoy the wonders 
of the season at the 18th annual 

Jolly Holly Folly.
Signature tastings from 20+ of
the Milwaukee area’s finest and
best-loved restaurants followed
by a Broadway performance of

IRVING BERLIN’S WHITE CHRISTMAS!

P resent ing
Spon sor

18th

ANNUAL

NEW THIS YEAR!
We’ve moved to the 

Marcus Center for the 
Performing Arts!

Tickets to the event 

are limited. Reserve

yours today!

JHF2013_AD_9.5x5.28.indd   1 10/28/13   4:26 PM

YANCE MARTI AND  
‘MISSING MILWAUKEE’
6 p.m., Wed., Nov. 6

Yance Marti, author of Missing Milwau-
kee: The Lost Buildings of Downtown, talks 
about buildings demolished during the 
1960s and 1970s — and the challenges 
of preserving architecture. Marti also 
will sign copies of his book, which con-
tains vintage photographs of the  Norman 
Apartments, Belmont Hotel, Metropolitan 
Block, Pabst Building, Chapman’s Depart-
ment Store, Chicago and Northwestern 
Railway Depot and the Elks Club. At Chud-
now Museum, 839 N. 11th St., Milwaukee. 
Admission is $3.

‘SONS OF THE PROPHET’
7:30 p.m., Thurs., Nov. 7

Forward Theater Company of Madison 
debuts its 2013–14 season with Pulitzer 
Prize for drama finalist Sons of the Prophet 
by Stephen Karam. The brutally funny 
comedy follows a young man navigating 
responsibilities and grief in an uncon-
ventional family. Meanwhile, his boss is 
pressuring him to write a memoir about 
his family’s distant connection to Kahlil 
Gibran, author of the iconic book, The 
Prophet. At the Overture Center for the 
Arts, 201 State St., Madison. For tickets, 
call 608-258-4177 or 608 258-4141. For 
more information, go to overturecenter.
com.

P H OTO :  Z A N E  W I L L I A M S

Jake Penner, left, and Marcus Trus-
chinski star as brothers in Forward 
Theater’s production of Sons of the 
Prophet.
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YOGA AT THE MUSEUM 8:15 a.m., Sat., Nov. 9
And now, the Sun Salutation! MAM and omTownYogis host 

yoga in the unique setting of the museum’s Windhover Hall. 
It’s a great place for your Saturday stretch. There’s a sug-
gested $15 donation, which includes a museum visit after the 
workout. At the Milwaukee Art Museum, 700 N. Art Museum 
Drive. The event will be repeated on Dec. 7.

‘SALFORD LADS CLUB: A 
TRIBUTE TO THE SMITHS/
MORRISSEY’
6:30 p.m., Fri., Nov. 8

Long the subject of speculation con-
cerning his sexual orientation, former 
Smiths frontman Morrissey recently clari-
fied his proclivity in a way that only he 
could by declaring himself a “humasexual” 
— attracted to humans (but just a few). 
Unfortunately, the way he’s been cancel-
ing shows lately, Morrissey runs the risk 
of being confused with Liza Minnelli. “Sal-
ford Lads Club: A Tribute to The Smiths/
Morrissey” is probably as close as you’ll 
get to the genuine article for a while. At 
the Turner Hall Ballroom, 1034 N. Fourth 
St., Milwaukee Call 414-286-3663 or go to 
www.milwaukeeturners.org. 



Out on the town Nov. 1–Nov. 14
A curated calendar of upcoming events

Marlene Hect-Simmons Art Studio & Gallery

‘THE SOUL OF FLAMENCO’
6:30 p.m., Tues., Nov. 12, and 7:30 
p.m., Thurs., Nov. 14

Flamenco Vivo returns to the Kohler Arts 
Center with The Soul of Flamenco, described 
as a “fierce and eclectic program” of Span-
ish dance and music featuring “lamenting 
solos, sizzling duets, and festive company 
dances.” At the John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center, 608 New York Ave., Sheboygan. 
Ticket prices from $10 to $24. Call 920-
458-6144 or visit jmkac.org. 

 

JOHN PRINE 8 p.m., Sat., Nov. 9
A brilliant singer/songwriter with an 

international following, Illinois native John 
Prine has written songs that were covered 
by Bette Midler (“Hello in There”), Bonnie 
Raitt (“Angel From Montgomery”), John-
ny Cash (“Paradise”), and many other 
notables. But for more than 40 years, 
the two-time Grammy winner has been 
recording his own songs on a series of 
celebrated albums. His 2013 tour began 
in London, England, and ends in Louisville, 
Ky. On Nov. 9 he brings it to Madison with 
opening act Iris DeMent. At Overture 
Center for the Arts, 201 State St., Madi-
son. Call 608-258-4141 or go to overture-
center.com. 
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JAMES BLAKE  
7 p.m., Thurs., Nov. 14

One of the most ambitious and 
rewarding blue-eyed soul albums 
of the year, James Blake’s Over-
grown (Republic) makes experi-
mentation safe for the masses. 
With a vocal range reminiscent 
of Antony Hegarty’s (of Antony 
and the Johnsons), Blake employs 
his subtly plaintive wail to great 
effect. Like Active Child, Blake 
utilizes atmospherics to set and 
maintain a mood. Even when 
he brings in RZA (of Wu-Tang 
Clan), as he does on “Take A 
Fall For Me,” it feels organic and 
not disruptive (take note, Jay-Z!). 
The overall result resonates with 
haunted beauty, particularly on 
“Life Round Here,” “Retrograde,” 
“DLM” and “Our Love Comes 
Back.” Blake’s Milwaukee appear-
ance is part of his tour support-
ing Overgrown. At the Turner Hall 
Ballroom, 1034 N. Fourth St., Mil-
waukee. Call 414-286-3663 or go 
to www.milwaukeeturners.org. 



BAYE FOUNDATION
DONATES $50,000 TO ARCW

The AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin 
recently received $50,000 from Cary and 
Susie Silverstein through the Baye Founda-
tion to help connect the electronic health 
records of patients receiving care in ARCW 
dental and medical clinics.

“Today, 78 percent of ARCW patients are 
successfully managing their HIV compared 
to only 25 percent nationally,” ARCW presi-
dent and CEO Mike Gifford said in a news 
release. “With the generous support of Cary 
and Susie through their foundation, ARCW 
will be better able to deliver outstanding 
patient care and help more of our patients 
achieve this health care outcome.”

The electronic health record project will 
cost about $100,000 and will ensure the 
nation’s largest and most comprehensive 
HIV clinic continues to provide high quality, 
patient-centered care to a constantly grow-
ing number of patients, Gifford said.

The Silversteins, who live in Fox Point, 
have supported ARCW since 1994.

MILWAUKEE CENTER NAMES
NEW LGBT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Milwaukee LGBT Community Center’s 
board of directors on Oct. 22 announced the 
selection of an executive director after an 
extensive nationwide search. Colleen Car-
penter assumes the post at the nonprofit 

on Nov. 18.
In a statement to the press, center board 

co-president Paul Williams said, “Thanks 
to strong community support, the center 
has experienced a remarkable comeback, 
allowing us to take this next step toward our 
goal of making the center a national model 
of effectiveness and vibrancy.”

He continued, “Colleen’s extensive expe-
rience in program management, staff devel-
opment, community outreach and grant-
writing make her an outstanding choice for 
helping to achieve that goal.”

Carpenter currently is the executive 
director of Daystar Inc., a Milwaukee-based 
organization that provides long-term transi-
tional housing for women fleeing domestic 
violence. 

Her resume details more than 25 years 
of experience working for nonprofits in 
the areas of domestic violence prevention, 
housing for people living with AIDS and also 
youth services.

The entire community is invited to attend 
a welcome reception for Carpenter at the 
center on Thurs., Dec. 5.

Editor’s Note: See WiG’s one-on-one inter-
view with Carpenter in our Nov. 14 issue.

CHRISTIAN RIGHT GROUP 
DENOUNCES SAFE SCHOOLS 
CAMPAIGN

The Christian right group Wisconsin Fam-
ily Action challenged a federal grant to cre-
ate safer Wisconsin schools because it said 
anti-bullying efforts are “spearheaded” by 
“homosexual activists.”

On its website, the WFA, which also 
is leading the suit to overturn the state’s 
domestic partnership registry, criticized the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruc-
tion’s announcement in October that it had 
received an $8.7 million federal grant for 
safe schools.

A news release from the DPI said the 

four-year grant from the U.S. Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration would be used for pilot programs 
in the Beloit, Racine and Menominee Indian 
school districts to promote students’ men-
tal health and academic achievement and 
prevent violence and substance abuse.

State Superintendent Tony Evers said, 
“When students feel safe and connected in 
school, they have a much better chance of 
doing well in their studies and graduating 
ready for college and careers.”

The release also contained a statement 
from Republican Gov. Scott Walker, who 
said, “This is welcome news for Wisconsin 
and all the children who will be positively 
affected by this grant.”

At the federal level, the safe schools 
campaign is a collaborative initiative of the 
Justice, Education and Health and Human 
Services departments. It has been in place 
since 1999. Previous awards in Wisconsin 
have been directed to the Green Bay, Beaver 
Dam, Madison, Milwaukee and Wautoma 
school districts.

Wisconsin Family Action president 
Julaine Appling encouraged its supporters 
to raise concerns with local school board 
members about anti-bullying programs and 
examine school district budgets for anti-
bullying efforts.

In other community news …
• Lambda Literary Foundation, which 

promotes LGBT literature, recently received 
six $2,500 pledges from donors to cel-
ebrate the group’s 25th anniversary. LLF 
is seeking members in Wisconsin to help 
raise $30,000 this fall. For more, go to 
lambdaliterary.org.

• Out Professional and Executive Net-
work hosted LGBT professionals at a career 
fair in Madison on Oct. 23. Employers at 
the fair included American Family Insur-
ance, CDW, Keller Williams, Kimberly 
Clark, the Peace Corps, the Madison police 
and fire departments and the state of Wis-
consin. For more about OPEN, go to open-
madison.org.

• International Transgender Remem-
brance Day takes place Nov. 20. The day 
was established to memorialize those killed 
because of anti-transgender prejudice. 
The first event honored Rita Hester, whose 
slaying on Nov. 28, 1998, in San Francisco 
remains unsolved. For more, go to trans-
genderdor.org.

• Equality Illinois, a leader in the ongo-
ing campaign for marriage equality in the 
Land of Lincoln, benefited from a Night 
of 100 Drag Queens: 100 Shades of Drag, 
which was held in October at Sidetrack 
nightclub in Chicago.

– L.N.

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY  A R C W

The AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin announced the receipt of a $50,000 gift from 
Cary and Susie Silverstein’s Baye Foundation. ARCW president Mike Gifford, left, 
accepted the check during a presentation at the ARCW Dental Clinic. He is with Susie 
Silverstein, Cary Silverstein and ARCW vice president Dan Mueller.
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Keynote speaker  
Nick W. Turkal, M.D. Aurora Health Care

Nick W. Turkal, M.D., is President 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Aurora Health Care, a not-for-profit 
health care provider dedicated to 
helping people live well. 

Our luncheon will feature 
keynote speaker  

Nick W. Turkal, M.D. who 
will address the audience 
on communicating 
corporate LGBT 
engagement to the local 
community and current 
and potential employees. 
The audience will be 
representatives from 
many local companies 
from various departments, 
including chief executive 
officers, human resources, 
employee affinity, diversity, 
and inclusion groups, as 
well as a variety of other 
professionals in the greater 
Milwaukee area that are 
supportive of Wisconsin’s 
LGBT communities.

The Luncheon will be held at:  
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
929 N Water Street, Milwaukee

Monday, Nov. 4th 2013
11:15 am – 1:30 pm

759 N. Milwaukee Street, Suite 522 
Milwaukee, WI 53202
CreamCityFoundation.org | 414.225.0244

To purchase an advance ticket, call  
Cream City Foundation at 414-225-0244 or  
go to 2013BusinessLunch.eventbrite.com

Presenting Sponsors 
BMO Harris
Southwest Airlines

Gold Sponsor
Harley-Davidson Motor Company

Silver Sponsors
Marquette University
Potawatomi Bingo Casino
Quarles & Brady LLP

Table Sponsors
ARCW Pharmacy
Associated Bank
Aurora Health Care
Fair Wisconsin
Froedtert & The Medical College of Wisc.
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
Northwestern Mutual
PNC Wealth Management
Rockwell Automation
United Way of Greater Milwaukee
We Energies

Non-Profit Sponsors
Independence First
MKE LGBT Community Center
Visit Milwaukee
Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of Commerce

Media Sponsor
Wisconsin Gazette

2013 Business Equality Luncheon

Harris Bank

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

 e a s t m o r e . c o m   |   414 - 9 6 1-1 8 2 2

Eastmore‘s eclectic mix of vintage and
modern apartment homes are located 
in Milwaukee’s most desirable spots of 
Whitefish Bay, Shorewood, East Side 
and Downtown. Within walking distance 
to grocery stores, coffee shops, boutiques, 
galleries and restaurants. It’s where you 
want to be. 

East Side, Shorewood, Downtown & 
Whitefish Bay Apartment Homes 

you’re more at home
eastmore

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 314             



WISCONSIN GAZETTE ENTERTAINMENTWiGOUTWiGOUT!!

Opera has never excelled 
on the merits of plot, but 
composer Giuseppe Verdi’s 
La Traviata benefits more 
than most from the time-
less, tragic tale at its heart.

Based on a play La Dame 
aux camellias, which itself 
was based on a novel by 
Alexendre Dumas fils, La Tra-
viata (in English The Strayed 
Woman) tells the tale of 
Violetta Valéry, a dying Pari-
sian courtesan exhausted by 
her lifestyle and seeking a 
quiet life in the country with 
Alfredo Germont. But old 
habits die hard, and when 
Baron Douphol re-enters 
her life, Violetta knows all 
soon will be lost.

And, this being opera, 
that’s exactly what happens.

La Traviata opens the 
Florentine Opera’s 2013–14 
season on Nov. 8 in Mil-
waukee’s Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts’ 
Uihlein Hall. Valéry is sung 
by soprano Elizabeth Cabel-
laro, tenor Rolando Sanz 
sings Germont and Douphol 
is sung by baritone Pablo 
Siquieros.

While the story reso-
nates, Verdi’s compositions 
transcend. La Traviata stands 
among his best works — 
and the best of the operatic 
canon as a whole, accord-
ing to William Florescu, the 
Florentine’s general director. 
Florescu also is directing the 
production.

“It’s the truth and sin-
cerity in Verdi’s music that 
makes (the opera) stand 
out,” he says.

A significant facet of Ver-
di’s success is his skillful use 
of coloratura — elaborate 
melody — to enhance emo-
tional content, according to 
Florescu. For example, Vio-
letta’s aria “Sempre libera” 
contains an arching cascade 
of notes that reflects her 
desperate pursuit of free-
dom.

Performers must balance 
the strong emotional nature 
of the content with the intri-
cate technical demands on 
their voices. In addition, 
they must sing over large 
orchestras, generally with-
out microphones. The com-
bination of skills demanded 
of operatic artists puts them 
in a class by themselves, 
Florescu says

“I suggest the same thing 
that many directors do,” Flo-
rescu says. “Get to the heart 
of the character’s emotions, 
retain the shell, and then 
reclaim your inner calm so 
that you can sing this very 
difficult music.”

Florescu notes that the 
late Maria Callas, consid-
ered one of Verdi’s leading 
interpreters, sometimes 
failed to achieve the inner 
calm required for mastery of 
the composer’s more chal-
lenging passages. Callas, 
known as “La Divina” and 
praised for her wide vocal 
range, was 53 when she died 
of a heart attack in Paris in 
1977.

A very influential com-
poser in his day, Verdi is 
credited with advancing 
opera as an art form. Verdi 
added dramatic realism to 
the bel canto (Italian for 
“beautiful singing”) style 
early in his career, then 
blurred the lines of the aria 
and recitative formats to 
serve the needs of both the 
structure and narrative.

“Ultimately, Verdi created 
the through-composed style 
of opera,” Florescu says. 
“Wagner is often credited 
for integrating music and 
drama, but Verdi did the 
same thing following his 
own creative and uniquely 
Italian path.”

Although La Traviata is 
a big, bold opera, Flores-
cu wants audiences to be 
swept up in the story’s emo-
tions, as well as the music.

“Although the party 
scenes are big fun and 
musically thrilling, this is 
essentially a human tragedy 
amongst three characters,” 
Florescu says. “The central 
heart of the story is the sec-
ond act with Violetta and 
Alfredo’s father Giorgio 
Germont. Everything grows 
out of her sacrificing her 
love for Alfredo.”

Indeed, the duet between 
the elder Germont (baritone 
Mark Walters) and Violetta, 
“Pura siccome un angelo,” 
may be worth the price of 
admission.

‘La Traviata’ soars on big emotions
and Verdi’s intricate coloratura

ON STAGE
The Florentine Opera 

mounts its produc-
tion of La Traviata Nov. 
8 and Nov. 10 at Mil-
waukee’s Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts. 
Call   414-291-5700, ext. 
22, or go to www.floren-
tineopera.org/tickets.

P H OTO S :  J A M E S  G I L L / M A D I S O N  O P E R A

Soprano Elizabeth Cabellaro singing the role of Valéry in Madison Opera’s production 
of La Traviata, a role she’s reprising in a new production for Florentine Opera.

MICHAEL MUCKIAN

Opera

FLORENTINE’S 
SEASON AT A 
GLANCE

La Traviata launches a 
stellar season for the Flo-
rentine Opera. Upcom-
ing productions include:

• Fiesta Fiorentina: 
A Concert of Love, the 
annual song-filled per-
formance that allows the 
Florentine Opera Studio 
Artists to shine, Feb. 
14–16.

• Handel’s Julius Cae-
sar, a story of power, 
corruption and death, 
March 28 and March 30. 

• Puccini’s La Bohéme, 
another masterwork of 
the opera canon and 
the inspiration for the 
musical Rent, May 9 and 
May 11.
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Out singer/songwriter Patty Larkin is 
approaching her 30th year as a record-
ing artist. Her latest disc is the radiant 
and raw  Still Green  (Signature Sounds). An 
extraordinary guitarist, Larkin stretches the 
bounds of traditional folk, incorporating 
influences ranging from jazz to rock — with 
the occasional bit of programming thrown 
in (check out the loops on “Mando Drum” 
and “So Cold”). A musical journey of heal-
ing and heartache,  Still Green  is a verdant 
collection of songs that highlights Larkin’s 
ability to make us cry, laugh and think, all 
set to appealing and unforgettable melo-
dies. I spoke with Larkin shortly before the 
disc’s release.

Gregg Shapiro: In the liner notes for Still 
Green, you write that the songs were 
culled from “journals, digital recorders, 
cellphones, smartphones, scraps of paper, 
from memory and dreams.” Is this typical 
of your songwriting process?

Patty Larkin: My studio wasn’t up and 
running. I upgraded my entire studio and 
just hadn’t gotten it together (laughs). A 
lot of it was on my cellphone and iPhone 
and digital recorder, which I take with me 

when I visit my family and record in my 
hotel room or my room. The interesting 
thing about that process was that I thought 
I had 40 or 50 songs. It turns out that I had 
maybe six or eight finished songs, and 34 
snippets. Once I put it on the voice recorder, 
I thought, “I’m going to get back to that.” 
It was a different few years. I didn’t have 
the wherewithal to get back into these long 
writing periods. I started going through stuff 
and said, “Wow, I like this song, but I need 
to finish it.” Toward the end of the writing 
process, I thought, “You need to go back 
to the notebook.” These tools are great for 
putting down the ideas, but then you need 
to go back and listen to them once or twice 
a week so that you know where you’re at. I 
still haven’t culled all the ideas out.

Over the course of the disc, you take the 
listener from grief in “Best of Intentions” 
to gratitude in “Because of This.” Would 
you have made the journey yourself if you 
hadn’t been able to turn these experiences 
into songs?

No, I think the songs are a reflection of 
the journey. It’s very internal. There’s a 
reason why, in the Jewish tradition, that 
you have this service about a year after 
(someone’s death). Because I found that 
this whole year you’re still in mourning or 
it’s reminiscent of what happened a year 
ago — or here’s a holiday and I can’t recall. 
My dad died a year ago in September. I feel 

so fortunate to have the partner I have for 
28 years now, and a family we started late in 
life (laughs). I feel full of emotion and joy. I 
told a friend that I cry almost every day with 
joy. The beauty of these children and the 
companionship I have and how fragile life 
is. I’m seeing how my life can be as a writer, 
musician and then as a mother.

Being a singer/songwriter of literary 
merit, it’s not surprising that Kay Ryan’s 
poetry found its way into your music. Is 
interacting with poetry a part of your daily 
routine?

It gives me points of reflection. Kay’s 
poetry definitely does that for me. My friend 
(musician Peter Mulvey) sent me a book of 
her poems. I love his writing and I love when 
we tour together, because we talk about dif-
ferent writers. (Ryan’s poems) immediately 
struck me as songs. The rhyming couplets 
or the internal rhyme she has is something 
that I love doing. I just started singing to 
that poem (“Green Behind the Ears”). That’s 
kind of rare for me. I’ve done it as a writing 
exercise, but this was like, “Oh, wow, what 
am I going to do with this? I really like this!” 
I started singing it out almost immediately, 
because it’s really close to my process, 
really close to what I was going through in 
terms of my kids and what I had just expe-
rienced through my sister’s illness and the 
death of my mom. “So much freshness to 
unlearn,” is the line. How tender and green 
we are. I got really sad, very emotional. This 
one poem brought all that in for me in just a 
few sentences. She has that talent.

Has Kay heard “Green Behind the Ears”?
She has definitely heard the song. We 

waited until it was fairly well along to send it 
to her for permission. She responded almost 
immediately. She’s been very generous. She 
doesn’t want a fee for it. I need to find where 
to send the album because I would love for 
her to have a copy.

Do you ever cross paths with poet Mary 
Oliver on the Cape?

(Laughs.) I’ve been to her house in 
Provincetown, but she wasn’t there. Artist 
friends of mine were staying there, friends 
of hers. I’m a big fan of hers as well. I haven’t 
had the chance to meet her yet. 

You sing about coffee in “Mando Drum” 
and name check Starbucks in “New Hotel.” 
Is there something you’re trying to tell us?

(Big laugh.) Those are two really different 
songs. We had gotten to the tea point, the 
Earl Grey in the morning and maybe a little 
in the afternoon. Then we adopted our first 
daughter (laughs), and it was back to the 
coffee. We try not to make it too strong. It’s 
definitely a lifestyle for me. The reference 
to Starbucks in “New Hotel” is somewhat 
ironic. I was writing that song in a really 
beautiful field and I wondered why was that 
hotel there, why that (highway) exit with 
nothing else. I just see the process, the ex-
urbanization tion of America. These little 
farm fields in Pennsylvania, or wherever I 
was, why here? You travel to Canada and 
you can go for a long time, like an hour, 
without a gas station, without a McDonald’s 
or anything. And yet, when I do see the 
Starbucks sign in 10 or 15 miles, I’m going to 
wait (laughs). I know there is at least some 
standard of excellence there.

When you’re in Milwaukee, do you ever 
stop for java at Colectivo?

Oh, sure. The one down at the lakefront, 
that’s a good one. That’s a great stop, that’s 
a great hang. They do good work. It’s a won-
derful company.

Do you have any interest in writing film 
music?

Yes (laughs), I do. I haven’t done any 
scoring, but it’s really of interest to me. I 
have two different album projects I want to 
do. One is an album of covers and one is an 
album of instrumentals. That’s my plan.

What can your fans expect from the 
upcoming tour?

I’m doing a national tour. My job is to 
showcase the new music and to talk about 
the ideas on the album.

Singer/songwriter Patty Larkin turns scraps to songs

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY

Milwaukee native Patty Larkin performs 
at Shank Hall in Milwaukee on Nov. 21 and 
at Cafe Carpe in Fort Atkinson on Nov. 23.

GREGG SHAPIRO

Music

Ready for a 
New Direction?
John Meier, M.Ed. LPC  

Guidance & Support for :     
• Self-Esteem     
• Relationships     
• Growth & Healing

for LGBT individuals
& couples

(414) 305-3049
JohnMeierTherapy@gmail.com  

www.JohnMeierTherapy.com
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Thomas Sully, Frances Anne Kemble as Beatrice, 1833 (detail). 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, Bequest 
of Henry C. Carey (The Carey Collection), 1879.8.24. Courtesy of 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia.

American Old Master painter Thomas 
Sully created dynamic characters that play 
their parts on canvas, in performances 
staged in paint. See nineteenth-century 
celebrities and theatrical classics, from 
President Andrew Jackson to Cinderella, 
beautifully brought to life.

THROUGH JAN 5, 2014

Jessica Redish keeps
shows on the move

By Gregg Shapiro
Contributing writer

The founding artistic director of The 
Music Theatre Company in Highland Park, 
Ill., Jessica Redish has directed and cho-
reographed numerous works, including the 
Joseph Jefferson Award-nominated produc-
tions of Pippin and Merrily We Roll Along. 
Her numerous regional credits include 
choreographing Rent (at American Theater 
Company/About Face Theatre), Writers’ 
Theatre’s production of She Loves Me and 
Seussical at First Stage in Milwaukee. 

In September, we spoke at The Music 
Theatre Company’s home in Highland Park, 
Ill.

Gregg Shapiro: How did you get involved 
with First Stage in Milwaukee, for whom 
you choreographed Pinkalicious and Shrek, 
which opens on Nov. 1?

Jessica Redish: I think my First Stage rela-
tionship began with Tony Clements, whom 
I knew when I lived in New York after 
graduating from Northwestern and before 
starting this company. Tony was directing 
Seussical in 2011, and he asked me if I would 
like to come up and choreograph. First Stage 
is an excellent theater. What I love about 
working with this other theater, in addition 
to The Music Theater Company, is that 
they’ve created a way of working with their 
staff and their students that is very inspiring 
to me. It’s a joy to work with the actors and 
designers they bring as well as the young 
people you work with that they’ve trained 
so well. 

What can you tell me about The Music 
Theatre Company?

The company’s mission is to expand the 
canon of musical theater through commis-
sions of new works, fully staged produc-
tions, musicals and musical experiments. 
What that means is that we commission 
new works of musical theater, we develop 
them and we also present existing works. 
Our goal is to present them so that audi-

ences can re-hear them in a new way. I’m 
developing a new dance musical that will be 
a story told completely through movement 
and dance. It will go up here next June.

What do you enjoy most about chore-
ography?

I really enjoy moving bodies in space to 
tell a story. I love the power that holds — 
that we can say a lot with one gesture.

What do you enjoy most about direct-
ing?

I think my passion for directing comes 
from the idea of creating a very specific 
detailed world with a group of designers and 
actors and singers and dancers. Living in it 
and saying, “Here’s what’s happening in this 
world. Here are the circumstances of this 
world. Here’s how we exist in this world, and 
let’s live here together for this time.” 

Do you have a favorite production that 
you have directed?

Each project is very special to me. The 
first was one I adapted, with my colleague 
Michael Mahler — the 9/11 report into a 
play with music. It was an exciting group 
effort to explore the events leading up to 
it and to dramatize and create movement 
in a respectful way around that. It was very 
cathartic. We also presented Merrily We Roll 
Along in 2011. I think Stephen Sondheim is a 
gift to any director, because of the specific-
ity of his lyrics and the honesty with which 
he writes.

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY

The young cast members of Shrek in a scene choreographed by Jessica Redish.

ON STAGE
First Stage presents Shrek: The Musi-

cal in the Todd Wehr Theater at the 
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, 
929 N. Water St. Performances are 
scheduled at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays through 
Nov. 17. Call 414-267-2961 or go to www.
firstage.org
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MTV DEBUTS NEW  
PROGRAM IN APP

In a technological milestone for televi-
sion, MTV recently released a full season 
of its new series about a downtrodden high 
school football team on its mobile applica-
tion a week before the first episode is seen 
on TV.

MTV’s release of Wait ‘Til Next Year on 
its app is reminiscent of when the stream-
ing service Netflix made an entire season 
of the drama House of Cards available at the 
same time.

Nearly 2 million MTV apps have been 
downloaded, primarily on iPhones and 
iPads, since MTV made them available in 
June. The network also recently experi-
mented by making extra content from its 
Miley Cyrus documentary available exclu-
sively through the app.

NEW MUSICAL 
BRINGS BACK 
SONGWRITER FRED 
KANDER

The Landing, a musical 
starring out actor David 
Hyde Pierce, had its 
world premiere at New 
York City’s Vineyard 
Theatre on Oct. 23.

The play is notable because it brings 
legendary composer Fred Kander (Chicago, 
Cabaret, Kiss of the Spider Woman) out of 
retirement at age 86 and teams him with 
Pierce’s nephew, rising playwright Greg 
Pierce.

The Landing, which consists of three one-
act musicals, is garnering strong reviews 
from critics.

‘RAGTIME’ BREAKS REP’S RECORD
Ragtime became the bestselling musical 

in The Milwaukee Rep’s history after the 
first week of performances, surpassing the 
previous  recordholder Cabaret. The latter, 

which opened The Rep’s 2010–11 season, 
was artistic director Mark Clements’ direc-
torial debut. Ragtime was Clements’ latest 
directorial effort and also the largest pro-
duction ever mounted on the Quadracci 
Powerhouse stage.

Clements signed a new four-year contract 
with The Rep earlier this year.

SKYLIGHT REPORTS RECORD YEAR
Skylight Music Theatre’s 2012–13 season 

broke box-office records and resulted in a 
small operating surplus, according to man-
aging director Amy Jensen.

“We are pleased to report that we 
increased revenues by 14 percent over the 
prior year while holding our expenses to a 
nominal 2 percent increase,” she said in a 
press release.

Ticket sales topped $1.5 million — the 
highest in the theater’s 54-year history and 
31 percent above projections. Last year’s 
The Sound of Music was the biggest draw.

Last season was the ninth and final year 
for outgoing artistic director Bill Theisen.

HARPER LEE SUES
ALABAMA MUSEUM

To Kill a Mockingbird author Harper Lee 
is suing a museum in her hometown of 
Monroeville to stop it from selling souvenirs 
with her name and the title of her Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book.

The lawsuit, filed in federal court in 
Mobile, said the Monroe County Heritage 
Museum has traded on Lee’s fame without 
her approval and without compensating her. 
It seeks an unspecified amount in damages.

The lawsuit comes after Lee sought a fed-
eral trademark for the title of her book when 
it’s used on clothing. The museum opposed 
her application, saying its souvenir sales are 
vital to its continued operation. A ruling is 
more than a year away.

Lee’s book is set in fictional Maycomb 
County, but her suit says the setting was 
inspired by the real Monroe County in south 
Alabama, where she lives. The museum 

in Monroeville has displays honoring her 
and presents the play To Kill a Mockingbird 
each summer in the old county courthouse 
courtroom, which served as a model for 
the movie’s courtroom. The museum pays 
royalties for using the play, and that is not 
an issue in the suit.

The Milwaukee Rep presented the 
stage version of the book last year. 

‘WALKING DEAD’
INSPIRES NEW CONVENTION

Cable TV’s The Walking Dead has inspired 
a new convention, a podcast and a one-man 
play.

The podcast and Atlanta-based conven-
tion are the creations of Eric Nordhoff and 
James Frazier, also known as the “Walker 
Stalkers” because of a road trip they made 
last fall from Nashville, Tenn., to Georgia to 
see the AMC show being filmed.

The convention, Walker Stalker Con, is 
expected to draw 10,000 or more partici-
pants, Nordhoff said.

The Walking Dead characters battle zom-
bies known as “walkers” in the streets of 
downtown Atlanta and in forests, small 
towns and a prison south of the city.

The convention will feature appearances 
by some of the show’s actors.

The series returned for its fourth season 
this month with its biggest audience ever. 
The 16.1 million people who watched the 
Oct. 13 series premiere shattered the show’s 
previous record of 12.4 million, the Nielsen 
company said.

PECK SCHOOL
PROFESSOR HONORED

Rebecca Holderness, associate pro-
fessor of acting at UWM’s Peck School 
of the Arts, will be honored for her work 
in regional theater and for transforming 
“the national arts landscape by (her) art-
istry, passion, and courage,” according to 
a UWM press release. Holderness is one 
of four finalists for the Stage Director and 
Choreographer Society’s Zelda Fichandler 
Award, to be presented Nov. 4 in Cincinnati. 
The university said that Holderness has 
reached “beyond the world of academia to 
create opportunities for creative endeavors 
in Milwaukee.”
 

“A HOLIDAY CARD  COME TO LIFE!”
- Daily News

NOV 26 - DEC 1 • MARCUS CENTER
MarcusCenter.org • Ticketmaster.com • 414.273.7206 • Marcus Center Box Offi ce • Ticketmaster Outlets

Groups start at 10+ and SAVE! Call 414.273.7121 Ext. 210

ON SALE NOW!
5

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS

P H OTO :  M I C H A E L  B R O S I LO W

Carl Clemons-Hopkins and Martel Man-
ning, standing, and Gavin Gregory, seated, 
in The Rep’s production of Ragtime. 

BRIEFS next page
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C
florentine opera camerata

Join the Florentine Opera Camerata 
for our next Camerata Opera Party, featuring 

ʻBarTalkʼ Q&A with Maestro Joseph Mechavich 
and live performances by the Florentine Opera 

Studio Artists. All Camerata Opera Party events are 
held at The Room - 623 S. 2nd Street, 53204

 Join us for the next 
Camerata Opera Party

for

  Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013 @ 7:00PM

This event was made possible
with support from:

Special thanks to:

    Come as your favorite 

Parisian for a chance to win tickets!
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ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS REP WINS UPAF AWARD
Milwaukee Repertory Theater has 

been named recipient of the prestigious 
2013  United Performing Arts Fund’s Man-
agement & Organizational Performance 
Excellence Award, sponsored by Northwest-
ern Mutual. 

The Rep also announced that it’s con-
ducting a fundraising challenge campaign to 
coincide with its anniversary. Anonymous 
donors have pledged to  match every new 
or increased gift up to $200,000, doubling 
the impact of each gift. To learn more about 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater, its produc-
tions and how to donate, go to www.mil-
waukeerep.com.

TOM HARDY TO PLAY  
ELTON JOHN IN BIOPIC

Tom Hardy will play Elton John in a biopic 
titled Rocketman. The film is planned to 
begin shooting late next year.

The 36-year-old British actor is well 
respected for his wide-ranging talent, but 
his brawny, tattooed frame makes him 
an unconventional choice. Hardy is most 
famous for playing the terrorist Bane in 
The Dark Knight Rises. He has showcased a 
muscled masculinity in films like Warrior, 
Lawless and Bronson.

John’s an executive producer of the film.

CAROL BURNETT WINS
AMERICA’S TOP PRIZE FOR HUMOR

A big Tarzan yell to Carol Burnett. The 
trailblazing comedienne received the 
nation’s top humor prize at the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts. Top enter-
tainers, including Julie Andrews, Tony Ben-
nett, Tina Fey and Amy Poehler, paid tribute 
to Burnett as she received the Mark Twain 
Prize for American Humor. The show will air 
on Nov. 24 on PBS stations. Ellen DeGeneres 
won the prize last year.

LOU REED DEAD AT 71
Lou Reed, the bisexual punk poet of rock 

’n’ roll who influenced generations of musi-
cians as leader of the Velvet Underground 
and as a solo performer for decades, has 
died at 71 from complications related to a 
recent liver transplant.

No band did more than the Velvet Under-
ground to open rock music to the avant-
garde — to experimental theater, art, lit-
erature and film, to William Burroughs and 
Kurt Weill, to John Cage and Andy Warhol, 
Reed’s early patron.

Indie rock essentially began in the 1960s 
with Reed and the Velvets. Likewise, the 
punk, New Wave and alternative rock move-
ments of the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s were all 
indebted to Reed.

Reed’s New York was a jaded city of drag 
queens and drug addicts. His songs quested 
for transcendence.

His one Top 20 hit “Walk on the Wild 
Side” and many other Reed singles became 
standards among his fans, including “Hero-
in,” ‘’Sweet Jane” and ‘’Pale Blue Eyes.”

– WiG and AP reports

(414) 939-5207
Tues - Sat 12:00 - 6:00

Sun 12:00 - 5:00
3391 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. 
Bay View, WI 53207

P H OTO :  CO U R T E SY

Tom Hardy in the 2011 film Warrior.

BRIEFS from prior page
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Latkes are for
Hanukkah and
Thanksgiving
By Alison Ladman
AP writer

Potato latkes may be the best-known 
variety of this crispy staple of Hanukkah 
meals, but don’t feel you need to limit your-
self to them.

Though potatoes have their own symbol-

ism for this Jewish holiday, it’s the oil used 
in the frying that is particularly significant. It 
symbolizes the long-lasting oil burned in the 
temple lamps in the Hanukkah story. There 
are many latke variations, including sweet 
potato, onion and carrot.

Since the first day of Hanukkah falls on 
Thanksgiving this year, we drew on a staple 
of that all-American holiday to make a deli-
cious variation — pumpkin latkes. We top 
ours with a cranberry-spiked sour cream, 
but applesauce would be just as delicious.

PUMPKIN LATKES WITH SPICED 
CRANBERRY SOUR CREAM 

Start to finish: 30 minutes
Servings: 10

INGREDIENTS
1 cup sour cream

¼ cup finely chopped dried cranberries
2 tablespoons packed dark brown sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg

¼ teaspoon ground cloves
Vegetable oil
1 medium yellow onion, chopped
1 small sugar pumpkin, peeled, seeded and 
shredded (about 3 cups)
2 eggs
¼ cup all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon ground black pepper
Toasted pecans, to garnish

DIRECTIONS
In a small bowl, stir together the sour 

cream, cranberries, brown sugar, cinnamon, 
nutmeg and cloves. Set aside.

In a medium skillet over medium, heat 
1 tablespoon of vegetable oil. Add the 
onion and cook until very tender and well 
browned, about 12 to 15 minutes. Transfer 
the onion (reserving the skillet) to a medi-
um bowl and mix in the shredded pumpkin, 
eggs, flour, salt and black pepper.

Wipe out the skillet used to cook the 
onions. Return it to medium-high heat and 
add ¼ inch of vegetable oil. Working in 
batches, scoop the pumpkin mixture by 
the heaping tablespoonful into the pan, 3 
or 4 scoops at a time. Flatten each scoop 
with the back of the spatula and cook until 
browned on both sides and tender at the 
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center, about 3 minutes per side.
Transfer to a wire rack set over a bak-

ing sheet to drain. Serve topped with the 
cranberry sour cream and garnished with 
toasted pecans.

Nutrition information per serving: 140 calo-
ries; 80 calories from fat (57 percent of total 
calories); 9 g fat (3.5 g saturated, 0 g trans 
fats); 50 mg cholesterol; 12 g carbohydrate (1 
g fiber, 7 g sugar); 3 g protein; 220 mg sodium.

LATKE-CRUSTED APPLE STUFFING 
Part of what makes the traditional 

Thanksgiving stuffing so irresistible is its 
delicious blend of the lightly crisped top 
and sides with the tender and moist inside.

That quality also happens to be the mark 
of a great fried potato latke, one of the most 
iconic foods of Hanukkah. We decided to 
combine these classic comfort foods in one 
dish.

The result is a wonderfully rich stuffing 
topped by a crispy layer of fried latkes. It’s 
so good that you may want to make it for 
years to come, regardless of when Hanuk-
kah or Thanksgiving fall on the calendar.

Start to finish: 1 hour 10 minutes (30 
minutes active)

Servings: 12

INGREDIENTS
2 large russet potatoes
4 eggs, divided
½ cup all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons minced fresh sage
Salt and ground black pepper
Vegetable oil, for frying
1 large yellow onion, roughly chopped
3 stalks celery, roughly chopped
2 carrots, roughly chopped
1 green bell pepper, cored and roughly 	
  chopped
¼ cup chopped fresh chives
2 medium apples, peeled and diced
1 large loaf (about 1 pound) challah bread,                        
   cut into ½-inch cubes and toasted
2 cups low-sodium chicken or turkey broth  
   or stock

DIRECTIONS
Heat the oven to 350 F. Coat a large 

casserole dish or a 9-by-13-inch pan with 
cooking spray.

Into a medium bowl lined with several 
layers of paper towels or a 
clean kitchen towel, shred 
the potatoes. Gather the 
towels with the potatoes 
inside and squeeze out as 
much liquid as possible. 
Discard the liquid, dry the 
bowl, then return the pota-
toes to the bowl, removing 
the towels. Stir in 2 of the 
eggs, the flour, sage and 
a hefty pinch each of salt 
and pepper.

In a large skillet over 
medium-high, heat ¼ inch 
of oil. Working in batches, 
drop the potato mixture in 
¼ cup mounds into the oil, 
flattening them with the 

back of a spatula. Cook until golden brown 
on both sides, about 2 to 3 minutes per side. 
Transfer the latkes to a paper towel-lined 
plate and repeat with the remaining potato 
mixture.

In a food processor, combine the onion, 
celery, carrots and green pepper. Pulse until 
finely chopped.

Drain all but ¼ cup of the oil from the pan 
used to cook the latkes. Set the pan over 
medium heat, then transfer the vegetable 
mixture to it and cook until lightly browned 
and tender, 5 to 7 minutes. Transfer the 
mixture to a large bowl, then add the chives, 
apples and challah. Season with a hefty 
sprinkle each of salt and pepper.

In a small bowl, whisk together the 2 
remaining eggs and the broth. Pour over the 
stuffing mixture and mix well. Spoon the 
stuffing into the prepared pan. Arrange the 
latkes over the top. Wrap with foil or cover 
and bake for 35 minutes. Remove the foil or 
cover and continue baking for 10 minutes, 
or until 165 F in the center.

Nutrition information per serving: 260 calo-
ries; 50 calories from fat (19 percent of total 
calories); 6 g fat (1 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 
80 mg cholesterol; 42 g carbohydrate (4 g 
fiber, 7 g sugar); 8 g protein; 330 mg sodium.

Mega Discount Nursery

1901 E. Rawson Ave., Oak Creek   •••   (414) 571 – 6565   •••   Mon – Sat 9AM - 7PM & Sun 9AM - 5PM

FRESH EGGS • LAMB • PORK • DUCK • LIVER SAUSAGE • GOOSE • TURKEY • SMOKED MEATS • GOAT & MORE!

* WITH THIS AD ONLY * 
ONE DOZEN FREE-RANGE EGGS

FREE W/ $10 MEAT PURCHASE
PICK YOUR OWN EGGS FRESH FROM THE COOP!

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 3 21             



ACROSS
1. Measured with a penny?
6. *Carrie Bradshaw and Mr. 		

___ hit silver screen 		
in ‘08

9. “Ali ___ and the 40 		
	 Thieves”

13. Twilled woolen fabric
14. Australian flightless bird
15. _____ Mara in Africa
16. Like pre-Christian religion
17. Often measured on the 		

dash
18. One born under Aries
19. *Lance’s offense
21. *Influenza health scare
23. E in CE or BCE
24. Where the road splits
25. Scot’s woolen cap
28. Walkie-talkie word
30. Saudi Arabia’s neighbor
35. Color wheel elements
37. Seed covering
39. Native American fruit
40. In neutral
41. Reasoned judgment
43. Frost
44. *Segway user
46. Gilbert of “Roseanne”
47. Subway in U.K.
48. Crashed or slept
50. ____ Bell

52. Top engineering school
53. Detest
55. Make a scene
57. *U.S. enemy
61. *Kind of media
64. “El Capitan” composer
65. Pressure unit
67. Disconnected
69. Deadly snake of south  

 eastern Asia
70. Reef dweller
71. Olive branch meaning
72. ___  good example
73. Backstabber
74. Mandarin’s headquarters

DOWN
1. Cooking unit
2. *What people do on a 

Kindle
3. Therefore or consequently
4. Open-mouthed
5. *”Meet the Fockers” star
6. Titanic’s cause of sinking
7. Mischief-maker
8. New Orleans restaurant 

staple
9. Shakespeare, e.g.
10. “In your dreams!”
11. Worshipped by ancient 

Semitic peoples
12. Hokkaido native

15. Price minus cost
20. Maryland Academy
22. Rub the wrong way
24. War vessel
25. *Current millennium, e.g.
26. *What an iPod delivers
27. Blends
29. Aphrodite’s son
31. Result of kissing a frog
32. Celery, technically
33. Iambus, pl.
34. *Succinct public message
36. Witnesses
38. *Italy stopped using it in 

2002
42. Chocolate source
45. Fix leftovers
49. *Prince William became 

one in 2013
51. *______ Wall Street
54. Common candle shape
56. Fungal skin infection
57. Requests
58. Paul Bunyan story, e.g.
59. Arabian tea
60. *Kim Jong-un’s part of      

the world
61. Deposited by a river
62. Comic Sandler
63. Head vermin
66. Last word of “America, 

the Beautiful”

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

OWNED & OPERATED BY MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
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Still Available:

Another 
Dead 

Republican

Mark Zubro at Outwords books in Milwaukee
Saturday, November 23, 3:00 P.M.
2710 N. Murray Ave  414-963-9089

A brand new gay mystery A new gay science fiction epic

A gay murder 
mystery set in 

Wisconsin during 
a recall election of 
an evil Republican 

governor.
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Winter
 Holidays in Sister Bay

Celebrate the Winter Holidays in Sister Bay!

Winter Holidays in Sister Bay! 
WWiinttntn eerr HHoolliiddaayayaayaCelebrate the 

Nov. 
29 & 3029 & 30

D.C. Short Film Fest
Feb. 14 & 15

Photo by Todd D
acquisto

920-868-3717 | EggHarborDoorCounty.org

Our Harbor. Your Harbor.
920-868-3717 | EggHarborDoorCounty.org

/EggHarborDoorCounty

           
November 29-30, 2013

Holly Days
January 1, 2014

Frosty Fest
May 15-18, 2014

Girlfriends Great EGGscape

/EggHarbor_WIOur Harbor. Your Harbor.

A PERFECT SETTING
F O R  Y O U R

SPECIAL EVENT
Nestled along the shores of Lake Michigan, Gordon 
Lodge is 130 beautiful acres on the quiet side of the 
Door.  You'll experience the tranquil setting and natural 
beauty of the forest and lake that have captivated 
guests for over 80 years.  Whether you're planning a 
wedding, civil union or anniversary celebration, 
Gordon House Event Center is a stunning setting for 
your memorable event.  From small intimate groups to 
large parties we'll help you plan your special day. Call 920-839-2331 to Talk with our Event Planning Experts.

NN

 Selected as one of the 50 best furniture and accessories stores in America!

 We invite you to come browse one of America’s 50 best furniture & accessories stores 
while you are in Door County!

Lighting Gallery

One of a Kind 
Accessories & Rugs

Other Luxury Brands

®®

T he nicest things are always found at Nathan Nichols & Company.
8068 Highway 57 ~ Baileys Harbor, WI ~ 920.839.9779 ~ www.nathan-nichols.com

NATHAN NICHOLS & COMPANY

Pirates on Sturgeon Bay’s Waterfront

Art © Don Maitz. All Rights Reserved.

Tour the 
Historic Tug 
John Purves

www.DCMM.org
920.743.5958

Tales of bold captains, brave seamen, 
innovative shipbuilders, & much more.

Capture Door County photo by Adam Casper
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