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 WiGWAGNews with a twist By Lisa Neff & Louis Weisberg

True ally
NFL star and outspoken 

gay ally Brendon Ayanbadejo 
posed nude for the popu-
lar NOH8 campaign. In the 
photo, only a discretely 
placed football protects the 
former Super Bowl champi-
on’s family jewels from public 
view. The NOH8 campaign 
posted Ayanbadejo’s picture 
with the caption:  “A real 
man supports equality.”

Matchbox
Zurich recently made 

headlines for opening drive-in 

“sex boxes” in a new mul-
timillion-dollar campaign 
intended to make prostitu-
tion less of a public nui-
sance and safer for prosti-
tutes. The bold, novel idea? 
Sex in a car in a garage. The 
city is spending $2.6 million 
to get the project going and 
will spend $760,000 to keep 
the “sex boxes” operational. 

Is Republican 
County full of 
aliens?

The Washington County 
community of Hartford 
made the list of the Top 10 
UFO Cases of 2012. The 
list was released in August 
by the Mutual UFO Net-
work, or MUFON, which is 
said to be one of the old-
est and largest UFO inves-
tigative organizations in the 
United States. Their website 
is mufon.com.

Not so pretty 
in pink

Police in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, seized several paint-
ings from a gallery exhibit 

titled “Rul-
ers.” One of 
the paintings 
showed Presi-
dent Vladimir 
Putin and Prime 

Minister Dmitry Medvedev 
wearing women’s underwear. 
Putin is in a pink-and-white 
slip and Medvedev is wearing 
a push-up bra and slim pant-
ies. Another image showed 
the leader of the Russian 
Orthodox Church covered 
in prison tattoos. Gallery 
staff said the painter of the 
Putin piece fled Russia for 
France in late August.

Pat attack
Even those running Pat 

Robertson’s network and 
show – that would be the 
Christian Broadcasting Net-
work and the “700 Club” – 
are embarrassed by the tel-
evangelist’s anti-gay paranoia. 
The CBN tried to hide from 
the public a segment on the 
“700 Club” in which Rob-
ertson claimed gays in San 
Francisco wear special rings 
to cut people and transmit 

HIV.  “Really,” he said. “It’s 
that kind of vicious stuff, 
which would be the equiva-
lent of murder.”

Ushering in 
stupid

Meanwhile, David Usher, 
the president of a Christian 
right group called the Center 
for Marriage Policy, is claim-
ing that if same-sex couples 
married in every state, then 
lesbians would enslave men. 
Usher argued that legalizing 
same-sex marriage tips the 
balance of equality and favors 
women, who will marry one 
another, get all kinds of gov-
ernment benefits and trick 
men into procreating and 
paying for the kids. Plus, he 
suggests, women who are 
married to women can still 
have their boyfriends.

Sanctity of 
clownhood

Clowns Billy Tedeski and 
Patty Kulwicki tied the knot 
recently at an annual clown 
festival in central Pennsylva-
nia. Tedeski wore a fake nose, 

black lipstick and full clown 
regalia as he exchanged 
vows with Kulwicki. The 
bride wore a lace headband 
to match her flame-red wig. 
Guests got in on the act and 
so did the officiant, a fellow 
clown. Tedeski says his fel-
low clowns are more than 
friends, they’re family. There’s 
no punchline here.

Rush to 
judgment?

A man who was declared 
dead when his heart stopped 
beating for 45 minutes sud-
denly revived, said his 
stunned doctors, who can’t 
find an explanation. The 
man, though, credits his faith. 
The presumed-dead diesel 
mechanic, Tony Yahle, was 
being prepared by nurses to 
be seen by his family Aug. 5 
when he began to show signs 
of life, the doctors said. He 
fully awoke at the hospital 
five days later, they said.

Hitler and run
An ad in which a Mer-

cedes-Benz smart car runs 

over a young Adolf Hitler 
prompted the automaker to 
request a disclaimer on the 
video. The ad was created by 
German film school students 
for a competition sponsored, 
in part, by Mercedes. In the 
short ad, a Mercedes C-Class 
is traveling through Hitler’s 
hometown. Built-in anti-col-
lision technology stops the 
car before it strikes two girls, 
but the smartcar detects 
something evil ahead – and 
runs over the boy Hitler, 
who lies twisted in the street 
like a swastika.

Chipping in
The big souvenir from 

Hempfest in Seattle isn’t 
what you might think. Seattle 
police distributed to festival-
goers munchies with stickers 
explaining Washington’s new 
pot law. About 1,000 bags 
of free chips were handed 
out and not all of them 
were consumed at Hemp-
fest. One unopened bag of 
Doritos from the celebra-
tion went for $58 on eBay.
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By Lisa Neff
Staff writer

New Mexico county 
clerks began issuing mar-
riage licenses to same-sex 
couples. Within one week, 
gay couples were marrying 
in at least six counties, even 
though judicial orders only 
applied to four counties and 
a case remained before the 
state Supreme Court.

“Our state is now on the 
brink of joining the growing 
list of states who … honor 
the values of family, liberty 
and love,” said ACLU of New 
Mexico executive director 
Peter Simonson said. “This is 
a great day to be a resident 
of New Mexico. Every family 
in this state is made richer 
by this step toward justice 
for all.”

The first licenses were 
issued in Doña Ana County, 
where county clerk Lynn 
Ellins said he felt compelled 
by the state constitution to 
treat couples who want to 
marry – regardless of their 
gender – equally. The state 
constitution says, “No person 

shall be deprived of life, lib-
erty or property without due 
process of law; nor shall any 
person be denied equal pro-
tection of the laws. Equality 
of rights under the law shall 
not be denied on account of 
the sex of any person.”

“It’s a happy office today,” 
Ellins said. “Lots of happy 
people. One of the first cou-
ples that came in today said 
they had been waiting 31 
years. Another couple says 
they’ve been waiting 43 years. 
It’s time to stop waiting.”

New Mexico Attorney 
General Gary King said there 
would be no challenge to 
Ellins’ initiative and, two days 
later, a district court judge 
ordered Santa Fe County 
Clerk Geraldine Salazar 
to issue marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples who 
sought them.

A judge also ordered Ber-
nalillo County Clerk Mag-
gie Toulouse Oliver to issue 
licenses to gay couples. State 
law “does not preclude nor 
prohibit issuance of a mar-
riage license to otherwise 

qualified couples on the basis 
of sexual orientation or the 
gender of its members . . . 
to the extent the (statutes) 
may be read to prohibit issu-
ance of a marriage license to 
otherwise qualified same-sex 
couples,  those prohibitions 
are unconstitutional and 

unenforceable under (the) 
Constitution of New Mexi-
co,” Judge Alan Malott wrote 
in his judgment.

Laura Schauer Ives, with 
ACLU New Mexico, called 
the order “monumental.”

Oliver said she was eager 
and ready to follow it, with 

more than 1,000 gender-neu-
tral licenses printed.

On Aug. 27, about 100 
people assembled at the Ber-
nalillo County Courthouse in 
Albuquerque to get licenses 
from the clerk. Some took 
their vows in a ceremony at 
noon in Albuquerque’s Civic 

Plaza.
“Twenty years ago, my 

sister was a witness at my 
wedding,” said Stacy Orlo-
vsky. “Neither one of us ever 
thought I’d witness her wed-
ding. But there she was, mar-
rying her partner after 28 
years of being together. This 
is a beautiful, beautiful day.”

Later that day, clerks in San 
Miguel and Valencia counties 
announced they’d be issuing 
licenses to same-sex couples. 

And then there was anoth-
er judicial ruling and Taos 
County Clerk Anna Martínez 
began issuing licenses to 
same-sex couples.

“At one point you had to 
wonder if there were any 
unmarried gays left in the 
state,” said Frank MacDonald 
of Albuquerque, who is single 
and straight but joined the 
celebration in the plaza.

Republican lawmakers 
have sued to stop the clerks 
from issuing licenses to 
same-sex couples.

New Mexico Sen. Willi 

Same-sex couples marry in New Mexico

P h oto : A P  P h oto / A lbu   quer   que   J o urnal     / Ro bert  o  Ro sales   

ENCHANTMENT: Couples embrace as they exchange vows in Albuquer-
que. Ellen Grigsby kisses Tracie Bartlett, her partner of 25 years, and 
Anthony Gonzales gets a kiss from Mark Johnson, his partner of 15 years. 

MARRY next page
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Sharer, who repeatedly has 
proposed anti-gay marriage 
amendments, said the Legis-
lature makes laws, not county 
clerks or district judges.

“A county clerk simply 
should not be allowed to cre-
ate law out of thin air,” said 
Sharer, referring specifically 
to Ellins. “There is a way to 
change the law – little dicta-
tors should not be allowed 
to act as the sole lawgiver in 
a free society. My opposition 
to the county clerk is based 
on the simple fact that he is 
not the dictator.”

New Mexico statutes do 
not specifically say that same-
sex couples can marry, as 
do statutes in 13 states and 
the District of Columbia. But 
New Mexico statutes also 
don’t specifically state that 
same-sex couples cannot 
marry.

The state Supreme Court 
has been asked to rule on the 
matter, but it also is possible 
that the Legislature, which 
convenes for a 30-day ses-
sion in January, will take up 
marriage.

Ther’s a similar situa-
tion in Pennsylvania, where 
an elected court clerk in 

the Philadelphia suburbs has 
been handing out marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples 
for more than two months.

Now a court has to decide 
whether the clerk has single-
handedly added Pennsylvania 
to the growing list of states 
that formally sanction same-
sex marriages or whether 
he’s acting illegally.

As WiG headed to press,  
a hearing was underway in 
Harrisburg that pits Gov. Tom 
Corbett’s Health Depart-
ment against D. Bruce Hanes, 
Montgomery County’s regis-
ter of wills.

Call Us Today!

WE MAKE YOU
WANT TO SMILE!

2445 N. Farwell Ave.
414.962.5915

Michael DeWan D.D.S., S.C.
DeWAN DENTAL WELLNESS

www.dewandental.com
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By Lisa Neff
Staf f writer

The U.S. Treasury 
Department ruled in late 
August that married same-
sex couples in all 50 states, 
U.S. territories and districts 
will be treated as married 
for federal tax purposes.

The ruling applies to all 
federal tax provisions where 
marriage is a factor, includ-
ing filing status, claiming 
personal and dependency 

exemptions, taking the stan-
dard deduction, employee 
benefits, contributing to an 
IRA and claiming the earned 
income tax credit or child 
tax credit.

“Today’s ruling provides 
certainty and clear, coher-
ent tax filing guidance for 
all legally married same-
sex couples nationwide. It 
provides access to benefits, 
responsibilities and protec-
tions under federal tax law 

that all Americans deserve,” 
Treasury Secretary Jacob J. 
Lew said in a statement. 
“This ruling also assures 
legally married same-sex 
couples that they can move 
freely throughout the coun-
try knowing that their fed-
eral filing status will not 
change.”

Proponents of marriage 
equality heralded the rul-
ing, released by the Internal 
Revenue Service mid-day on 

Aug. 29, for having wide-
spread implications. 

“The federal government 
is right to recognize that 
people’s marriages shouldn’t 
dissolve when they cross 
state lines,” said James 
Esseks of the American Civil 
Liberties Union LGBT Proj-
ect.

In late June, the U.S. 
Supreme Court released 
two marriage rulings. One, 
a technical decision, cleared 
the way for finally overturn-
ing California’s constitution-
al amendment barring same-
sex marriage. The second 
decision overturned a key 
provision in the 1996 federal 
Defense of Marriage Act – 
Section 3, which barred the 
federal government from 
recognizing same-sex mar-
riages.

Section 3 of DOMA 
defined marriage for federal 
purposes as the union of a 
man and a woman. It was 
enacted before any state 
recognized same-sex mar-
riages, but at a time when 
Hawaii seemed poised to 
do so in 1996. The provision 

prevented same-sex couples 
who legally married in their 
states from accessing more 
than 1,300 federal rights 
and benefits associated with 
marriage.

Since the Court’s ruling, 
federal officials have been 
examining how to update 
rules and regulations to 
extend federal marriage 
rights and benefits to gay 
and lesbian couples across 
the nation. The work has 
involved research and rul-
ings throughout the vast fed-
eral system, with leadership 
from the president, attorney 
general, office of manage-
ment and budget and sec-
retaries of state, homeland 
security, health and human 
services, labor, housing, 
education, defense, veterans 
affairs, treasury and even 
transportation, energy and 
interior.

The joint announcement 
from the Treasury Depart-
ment and the IRS means that 
married same-sex couples 
now can file joint federal 
income tax returns, even if 
they live in a jurisdiction that 

does not recognize their 
same-sex marriage.

“This is the biggest 
news we’ve seen since the 
Supreme Court struck down 
the Defense of Marriage Act, 
and it’s a game changer,” said 
Katie Belanger, president 
and CEO of Fair Wisconsin. 
“Same-sex couples living in 
Wisconsin, who were legally 
married elsewhere, will be 
treated the same as those 
living in states with full mar-
riage equality, for tax pur-
poses. And  in the coming 
weeks and months, I believe 
we’ll continue to see more 
announcements from fed-
eral departments offering 
guidance and clarification on 
how they’re implementing 
the Supreme Court decision 
ending DOMA.”

Before the ruling, mar-
ried same-sex couples 
had to declare themselves 
“unmarried” to file their 
federal income tax returns. 
Furthermore, transfers of 
property, gifts and inheri-
tances between same-sex 
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spouses were taxed, unlike 
those between opposite-sex 
spouses. Even health insur-
ance benefits provided for 
a same-sex spouse were 
treated as taxable income, 
costing the average same-
sex couple more than 
$1,000 a year in addition-
al taxes, according to the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest LGBT 
civil rights group.

The ruling, according to 
the Treasury Department, 
does not apply to registered 
domestic partnerships, civil 
unions or similar formal 
relationships recognized 
under state law, and it likely 
will mean that a married 
same-sex couple in a non-
equality state will file jointly 
at the federal level but as 
individuals with the state.

Some details from the 
IRS:

• Legally-married same-
sex couples generally must 
file their 2013 federal 
income tax return using 
either the “married filing 
jointly” or “married filing 
separately” filing status.

• Generally, the statute 
of limitations for filing a 
refund claim is three years 
from the date the return 
was filed or two years 
from the date the tax was 
paid, whichever is later. As 
a result, refund claims can 
still be filed for tax years 
2010, 2011 and 2012. Some 
taxpayers may have special 
circumstances that permit 
them to file refund claims 
for tax years 2009 and 
earlier.

• Employees who pur-
chased same-sex spouse 
health insurance coverage 
from their employers on 
an after-tax basis may treat 
the amounts paid for that 
coverage as pre-tax and 
excludable from income.

The new rules from the 
department will become 
effective on Sept. 16.

“With today’s ruling, 
committed and loving gay 
and lesbian married couples 
will now be treated equally 
under our nation’s federal 
tax laws, regardless of what 
state they call home,” said 
HRC president Chad Griffin. 
“These families finally have 
access to crucial tax benefits 
and protections previously 
denied to them under the 
discriminatory Defense of 

Marriage Act.”
He urged all federal agen-

cies to join the Treasury 
Department and the IRS in 
recognizing the legal mar-
riages of all same-sex cou-
ples in the United States, 
including those residing in 
non-equality states.

“No family should have to 
worry about losing impor-
tant federal rights and bene-
fits, simply because they live 
in a state that doesn’t recog-
nize them as equal under the 
law,” Griffin said.

U.S. Rep. Mark Pocan, 
D-Madison, said he applaud-
ed the Treasury for “siding 
with equality and treating 
all legally married couples in 
America the same.”

The congressman, who 
is gay, married his husband 
in Canada in 2006. Based 
on the IRS’s statement, the 
couple should be eligible to 
receive all federal marriage-
based tax benefits, including 
employee benefits, child tax 
credits, as well as gift and 
estate taxes.

Medicare 
equality

Earlier on Aug. 29, Health 
and Human Services Sec-
retary Kathleen Sebelius 
announced that all benefi-
ciaries in private Medicare 
plans have access to equal 
coverage when it comes 
to care in a nursing home 
where their spouse lives.

Before the finding, a ben-
eficiary in a same-sex mar-
riage enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage plan did not have 
equal access to such cover-
age and, as a result, could 
have faced time away from 
his or her spouse or higher 
costs because of the way 
that marriage was defined 
for this purpose.

The announcement is the 
“first of many steps that 
we will be taking over the 

coming months to clarify 
the effects of the Supreme 
Court’s decision and to 

ensure that gay and lesbian 
married couples are treated 
equally under the law,” Sebe-
lius said in a news release.

She added that the guar-
antee of coverage applies 
equally to couples who are 
in a legally recognized same-
sex marriage, regardless of 
where they live.

“These are huge wins 
we’re seeing thanks to the 
Supreme Court ruling that 
struck down a key compo-
nent of DOMA,” said Rea 
Carey of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force.

Earlier this summer, 
Homeland Security, the 
State Department, the 
Defense Department 
and the personnel office 
released rules in response 
to the DOMA decision. But 

the agencies are using dif-
ferent standards: The IRS 
and HHS are basing benefits 
on where a marriage takes 
place, while the Social Secu-
rity Administration is cur-
rently relying on residential 
status, which means that a 
married gay couple living in 
a non-equality state may not 
have the same Social Secu-
rity benefits as a same-sex 
couple in a state that recog-
nizes the marriage.

Editor’s Note: See 
next story for more on 
Social Security equality.

Louis Weisberg contributed 
to this story.

IRS from prior page
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By Louis Weisberg
Staff writer

Under an arcane and seldom 
enforced “marriage evasion” law, 
Wisconsin same-sex couples 
who tie the knot in a marriage-
equality state,  such as neighbor-
ing Iowa or Minnesota, could face 
nine months in jail and a $10,000 
fine when they return home as 
newlyweds. 

Statute 765.30(1)(a) of the 
Wisconsin code provides the 
penalty to “any person residing 
and intending to continue to 
reside in this state who goes out-
side the state and there contracts 
a marriage prohibited or declared 
void under the laws of this state.”

The law, which is similar to 
evasion laws in other states, was 
enacted in 1915 to prevent Wis-
consinites from going to other 
states and entering into mar-
riages prohibited here, such as 
marriages involving cousins or 
people under the state’s legal 
age of consent. The most recent 
prosecution of the law that WiG 
was able to find was a 2001 case 
involving a man who left the state 
to get married 30 days after his 

divorce became final. Wisconsin 
law requires divorced people to 
wait six months before entering 
into another marriage.

WiG was unable to find evi-
dence that the law has ever been 
used to prosecute a same-sex 
Wisconsin couple, despite the 
fact that many have married out-
side the state, including U.S. Rep. 
Mark Pocan and his husband Phil 
Frank. But in the wake of the 
Supreme Court decision revok-
ing Section 3 of the Defense 
of Marriage Act, which withheld 
federal recognition for same-sex 
marriages, the White House is on 
an expedited course to extend 
as many federal marriage benefits 
as possible to lesbian and gay 
couples who are eligible.

The rapidly changing federal 
policies on same-sex marriage 
have made evasion laws like the 
one in Wisconsin potential legal 
quagmires.

ACLU of Wisconsin executive 
director Chris Ahmuty said it’s 
not difficult to imagine a rogue 
district attorney apprehending a 
same-sex couple married out of 
state in order to make a state-

ment or score political points, 
just as renegade county clerks 
in New Mexico and Pennsylvania  
are handing out marriage licenses 
to test the law in that state. 

In a July 9, 2008, interview 
that aired on CNN.com, Julaine 
Appling, CEO of Wisconsin Fam-
ily Council, advocated for the 
prosecution of same-sex couples 
under the marriage evasion law. 

“You purposely left the state 
for another state and you get 
married and you know it’s not 
going to be legal where you 
reside and you have every inten-
tion of returning. That’s defraud-
ing the government,” Appling said 
in the interview.

Appling, a never-married 
woman who has lived for decades 
with another never-married 
woman in a home they own 
jointly in Watertown, continues 
to work fiercely against equality. 
She’s currently behind a lawsuit 
to overturn the state’s domes-
tic partner registry law, which 
offers some key rights to same-
sex couples in Wisconsin, such as 
inheritance and hospital visitation.

At the time Appling advocated 

for the prosecution of same-sex 
couples who marry out of state, 
labor and employment law attor-
ney Tamara Beth Packard told 
the Wisconsin Law Journal that 
while prosecution under the law 
seemed unlikely, it also seemed 
possible.

“I don’t think we should under-
estimate the level of animosity 
that some people have toward 
gay and lesbian couples who try 
and receive some legal recogni-
tion of their relationship,” she 
said then.

Since then, the issue of same-
sex marriage has become more 
prominent than ever, with a dwin-
dling number of opponents more 
entrenched than ever. 

Taxing problems
The ACLU’s Ahmuty said that 

in order to be in violation of the 
law, a married same-sex couple 
would have to attempt to exer-
cise a legal right in Wisconsin 
that’s reserved only for married 
couples, such as file a joint state 
tax return or treat property as if 

State law criminalizes Wisconsin 
gays who marry out-of-state
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it was community property.
Ahmuty said couples 

would be foolhardy to test 
the state’s marriage evasion 
law. “The penalties are so 
strict,” he warned. “People 
who go ahead and do this 
are putting themselves at a 
considerable risk.” 

But at the same time, 
Ahmuty is actively encour-
aging same-sex couples 
registered with Wisconsin’s 
domestic partner registry 
to apply for Social Security 
benefits as a couple. That, 
he explained, is because the 
registry allows partners to 
inherit property without a 
will, which is the legal stan-
dard used by the Social 
Security Administration in 
approving claims for couples. 

Single people are entitled 
to Social Security benefits 
based solely on their own 
earnings, but married couples 
have more generous options. 
Not only can they inherit 
their spouse’s benefits, but 
if one spouse earned lower 
wages than the other, or did 
not earn enough Social Secu-
rity credits to be insured for 
retirement benefits, he or 
she may be eligible to receive 
the benefits of a spouse.

To demonstrate just how 
complicated the legal situ-
ation is, Ahmuty said Wis-
consin couples should apply 
for Social Security benefits 
under the state’s partner reg-
istry law and not on the basis 
of an out-of-state marriage, 
which would be an active vio-
lation of the state’s marriage 
evasion law.

This use of the registry is 
unproven, however, and the 
registry faces a lawsuit seek-
ing to overturn it for alleg-
edly violating a voter-backed 
constitutional amendment 
banning any legal arrange-
ment between same-sex 
partners that is “substan-
tially similar” to heterosex-
ual marriage. The Wisconsin 
Supreme Court, whose jus-
tices are primarily conserva-
tive Republicans, will deter-
mine the case.

The recent announcement 
that the federal government 
will allow same-sex couples 
married in any equality 
state, regardless of where 
they reside, to file joint fed-
eral tax returns poses yet 
another conundrum under 
Wisconsin’s marriage evasion 
law. Ahmuty said that same-
sex couples who want to 

take advantage of this ben-
efit must be careful to file 
separate state tax returns as 
single individuals, even if they 
file joint federal returns.

Filing joint state tax 
returns as a married couple 
would not only be rejected 
by the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Revenue but could 
trigger prosecution under 
the marriage evasion law, 
Ahmuty warned. 

Fluid situation
Fair Wisconsin is “trying 

to make sure people under-
stand what is coming out 
as it unfolds,” said Fair Wis-
consin president and CEO 
Katie Belanger. “Given our 
state ban on marriage equal-
ity and marriage evasion stat-
utes, the IRS’ decision to 
allow same-sex couples who 
are legally married in another 
jurisdiction to file joint taxes, 
puts Wisconsin in a difficult 
position. We would strongly 
encourage the Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue to 
generate clear guidelines for 
married same-sex couples in 
Wisconsin well before the 
tax filing season begins.”

Belanger urged same-sex 
couples to seek professional 
advice from their lawyers and 
accountants.

She noted that in addition 
to presenting a hardship for 
same-sex couples, the patch-
work of often-contradictory 
laws governing marriage in 
different states presents a 
nightmare for businesses 
with multi-state operations 
who must apply a confusing 
variety of withholding laws 
and personnel policies to dif-
ferent employees. The sce-
nario presents yet another 
drag on the state’s economy, 
which currently ranks 38th 
in the nation in terms of job 
creation.

Ahmuty said that the 
confusion will eventually be 
resolved by a boatload of 
legal cases wending their way 
through the judicial system 
and the eventual overturning 
of DOMA’s Section 2, which 
declares that states and ter-
ritories of the United States 
have the right to deny recog-
nition of same-sex marriag-
es that originated in other 
states or territories. The June 
26 Supreme Court decision 
did not address Section 2, but 
Ahmuty and others believe 
it’s only a matter of time.

“Section 2 is going to get 
overturned someday and 
there’s a lot happening in the 

pipeline, so people just need 
to be patient,” he advised.

Editor’s note: Wiscon-
sin Attorney General J.B. Van 
Hollen and his office did not 
return calls seeking clarification 
of the state’s position on same-
sex Wisconsin couples married 
out of state. Van Hollen opposes 
marriage equality and, along 
with Gov. Scott Walker, refused 
to defend the state’s domestic 
partner registry law from a 
lawsuit brought by the anti-gay 
group Wisconsin Family Action.

Laws for same-sex couples to consider

State Law
Statute 765.30(1)(a) of the Wisconsin code states that “any person residing and 

intending to continue to reside in this state who goes outside the state and there con-
tracts a marriage prohibited or declared void under the laws of this state” can be fined 
up to $10,000 or imprisoned for up to nine months, or both.

Wisconsin voters amended the state Constitution in 2006 to include the following lan-
guage: “Only a marriage between one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as 
a marriage in this state. A legal status identical or substantially similar to that of marriage 
for unmarried individuals shall not be valid or recognized in this state.”

Federal law
On June 26, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Section 3 of the 1996 Defense of 

Marriage Act, clearing the way for same-sex couples legally married at the state level to 
receive federal marriage benefits. But Section 2 of DOMA remains in effect. It says: “No 
State, territory, or possession of the United States, or Indian tribe, shall be required to 
give effect to any public act, record, or judicial proceeding of any other State, territory, 
possession, or tribe respecting a relationship between persons of the same sex that is 
treated as a marriage under the laws of such other State, territory, possession, or tribe, 
or a right or claim arising from such relationship.”

EVASION from prior page
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NATIONAL Briefs

Transgender 
woman dies 
AFTER Attack
in Harlem

Islan Nettles, a 21-year-old 
transgender woman attacked 
in Harlem, N.Y., died of her 
injuries, according to the 
New York City Anti-Violence 
Project. Nettles was out with 
friends on Aug. 17 when a 
group of men began throwing 
punches and yelling anti-gay 
and anti-transgender slurs.

The incident occurred at 
about West 148th Street and 
Eighth Avenue.

Nettles was taken to Har-
lem Hospital, where, on Aug. 
22, she was declared brain 
dead and was taken off life-
support equipment.

The New York City Police 
Department made one arrest 
in connection with the attack 
and investigations continue 
by the NYPD Hate Crimes 
Task Force and the Manhat-
tan District Attorney’s Office, 
as well as monitoring by the 
AVP.

The AVP held a vigil on 
Aug. 27.

On Aug. 23, after learn-
ing of Nettles’ death, the 
Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest LGBT 
civil rights group, issued a 
statement condemning “this 
horrendous act of violence” 
and calling on the NYPD to 
swiftly bring the perpetrators 
to justice.”

HRC said, “We send our 
deepest condolences to Ms. 
Nettles’ family, friends and 
loved ones and encourage 
those in NY area to join the 
AVP for the vigil honoring 
her life.”
Walmart 
extending 
partner 
benefits

The nation’s largest 
employer says it is extending 
its health care benefits to 
its workers’ domestic part-
ners – including those of the 
same sex.

Walmart, which has long 
been a target of attacks by 

labor groups for its low 
wages and benefits, says the 
changes were made so it 
could have one uniform pol-
icy for all 50 states at a time 
when states have differing 
definitions of what consti-
tutes domestic partnerships 
and civil unions. Almost two-
thirds of Fortune 500 compa-
nies offer domestic partner 
benefits.

Walmart defines domes-
tic partners as spouses of 
the same or opposite gender. 
Unmarried partners who are 
not legally separated, who 
have lived together for at 
least 12 months, are not mar-
ried to anyone else, are in 
an exclusive relationship and 
plan to continue sharing a 
household indefinitely also 
qualify for the benefits.

The move follows the 
U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion overturning a provision 
in the 1996 U.S. Defense of 
Marriage Act that denied fed-
eral benefits to legally mar-
ried same-sex couples.

A leaked internal memo 
from Walmart’s senior vice 
president of benefits to retail 
management called the move 
“a business decision, not a 
moral or political decision.”

In other news …
• Supreme Court 

Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg officiated at a 
same-sex wedding in late 
August in what is believed to 
be a first for a member of 
the Court. The wedding of 
Kennedy Center president 
Michael Kaiser and John 
Roberts, a government 
economist, took place at the 
center. 

• Darren Manzella, 
a gay combat medic dis-
charged from the Army 
after criticizing the military’s 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy 
in a 2007 television inter-
view on “60 Minutes,” died 
in a traffic accident in west-
ern New York. He was 36. 

Manzella, who lived in the 
Chautauqua County town 
of Portland, had married his 
partner in July.

• Kinsey Institute 
researchers in Indiana 
recently won a two-year 
grant to study the medical 
accommodation and care of 
transgender servicemembers 
in the U.S. military. The study 
will include an overall inves-
tigation of military polices 
on transgender identity and 
inclusion, and how they fit 
with current medical under-
standing and professional 
standards of care for trans-
gender health.

• Arizona school 
board member Daniel 
Hernandez Jr. faces a 
recall campaign by oppo-
nents using anti-gay mate-
rial. A flyer states, “Put a 
REAL man on the Sunnyside 
Board” and “We need some-
one who will support Sports 

and cares about our kids. 
We don’t need someone 
who HATES our values.” 
Hernandez is the openly gay 
former intern who rushed 
to care for Gabriele Giffords 
after a shooting outside 
a supermarket where she 
was holding a congressional 
meet-and-greet.

• American Civil 
Liberties Union in late 
August filed a lawsuit in 
Nebraska court seeking to 
strike down a state policy 
that bans gay and lesbian 
individuals and couples from 
serving as foster parents.

• Equality Florida 
activists have called on 
representatives of Florida 
cities to suspend sister city 
relationships with Russian 
cities. EF leaders sent letters 
to they mayors of Gaines-
ville, Orlando, Sarasota, St. 
Petersburg and Tallahassee. 
“One important goal of 
the Sister City relationship 
is to encourage travel and 
cultural exchange amongst 
the citizens of our cities,” 
said Nadine Smith, executive 
director of Equality Florida. 
“The anti-gay laws and law-
less violence now being 
encouraged in Russia negate 
this promise, not only for 
Florida’s LGBT citizens, but 
also for all who believe in 
equality, diversity and toler-
ance.”

– L.N. and L.W.

AP and WiG reports
Army Pvt. Chelsea E. Man-

ning is the first transgender 
military inmate to ask for 
hormone treatments, officials 
say. The request could lead 
to a legal showdown over 
how – and if – the soldier 
convicted in the WikiLeaks 
case will be allowed to live 
behind bars.

Maria Tolleson, a spokes-
woman for the Army Medical 
Command in Arlington, Va., 
said, “We’re just now dealing 
with the issue.”

She added that it would 
be premature to say there’s 
been any movement toward 

offering the care to all trans-
gender inmates.

Already there has been 
a finding that Manning, sen-
tenced to 35 years for giving 
mountains of classified mate-
rial to WikiLeaks, will not be 
allowed to wear wigs or bras 
or other women’s clothing 
at the all-male prison at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan.

Manning announced she 
wanted to live as a woman 
the day after the sentencing. 

At this point, Manning 
does not want surgery and 
expects to be kept at Fort 
Leavenworth. But hormone 
therapy could help her “just 

to be comfortable in her 
own skin,” said her lawyer.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union, the Human Rights 
Campaign and others say 
Manning should get – must 
get – the treatment.

“Gender dysphoria is a 
serious medical condition 
in which a person’s gender 
identity does not correspond 
to his or her assigned sex 
at birth, and hormone ther-
apy is part of the accepted 
standards of care for this 
condition,” the ACLU said in 
a policy statement released 
in late August. “Without the 
necessary treatment, gender 

dysphoria can cause severe 
psychological distress, includ-
ing anxiety and suicide. When 
the government holds indi-
viduals in its custody, it must 
provide them with medically 
necessary care.

“The official policy of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
and most state agencies is to 
provide medically necessary 
care for the treatment of 
gender dysphoria, and courts 
have consistently found that 
denying such care to prison-
ers violates … the Eighth 
Amendment.”

A Wisconsin case is one of 
two that may have set a prec-

edent mandating that medical 
care considered necessary by 
a doctor cannot be denied to 
transgender prisoners.

Meanwhile, Manning’s sup-
porters continue to cam-
paign for her freedom.

“Chelsea Manning is a 
hero to those of us who care 
about the lives lost in Iraq 
and Afghanistan,” said sup-
porter and anti-war activist 
Billy Turner of Madison. 

The Bradley Manning Sup-
port Network is changing its 
name to the Private Manning 
Support Network. The group 
has raised more than $1 mil-
lion to pay legal expenses and 

recently asked the president 
to pardon Manning, as has 
Amnesty International.

Manning also requested 
a presidential pardon in a 
statement that was read at 
her sentencing and later sent 
to the White House. “Patri-
otism,” Manning wrote, “is 
often the cry extolled when 
morally questionable acts are 
advocated by those in power. 
When these cries of patrio-
tism drown out any logically 
based dissension, it is usually 
the American soldier that is 
given the order to carry out 
some ill-conceived mission.”

WikiLeaks soldier tests military’s transgender policies
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Documentary celebrates the 1973 ‘Battle of the Sexes’
By Lisa Neff
Staff writer

6-4. 6-3. 6-3.
Billie Jean King trounced 

Bobby Riggs on Sept. 20, 
1973, in the Houston Astro-
dome in the widely seen and 
most politically charged ten-
nis match in history.

Naomi Carter remembers 
the night: The television set 
tuned to ABC. A bottle of 
Pepsi and a bowl of popcorn 
on the TV tray. The kids and 
husband gathered around the 
living room. And the tension, 
as if everything was riding on 
King’s serve and volley.

“Oh, you know I didn’t 
do the dishes that night,” 
said Carter, 67, of Greenwich, 
Conn. “The significance of 
the event probably is lost on 
young people, but that night 
Billie Jean King proved some-
thing for all women.”

Carter recently toure  
“The Battle of the Sexes: 40 
Years Later” exhibit during 
the U.S. Open at the Bil-
lie Jean King Tennis Center 
in New York and, like many 
other fans, turned to social 
media to share her impres-
sions and remembrances. 
The exhibit, featuring a col-
lection of match artifacts 
and images, also celebrates 
the creation of the Women’s 
Tennis Association and also 
the U.S. Open becoming the 
first Grand Slam tournament 
to award equal prize money 
to men and women. These 
are all milestones that King, 
who is openly lesbian, made 
happen.

“My job in the match was 
to change the hearts and 
minds of people to match 
the legislation of Title IX and 
what we were trying to do 
with the women’s move-
ment,” King, 69, said in a 

news release from the Inter-
national Tennis Hall of Fame 
and Museum, presenters of 
the exhibit. “It was to validate 
it, to celebrate it and to get 
it going toward changing a 
world where we had equality 
for both genders.”

Gail Harrell, 71, of Chica-
go, toured the exhibit, which 
included a “King Power” 
button, King’s Adidas tennis 
shoes and custom-designed 
tennis dress, Riggs’ Sugar-
Daddy windbreaker, racquets 
and a “Liberation Match” 
scorecard. Later, Harrell said, 
“I’d forgotten how much I 
liked the term ‘women’s lib.’ 
I’m going to bring that back.”

U.S. Open fan Michael 
Cox, 49, of Detroit, also 

toured the exhibit: “I’m a big 
fan of the Williams sisters 
and women’s tennis, which 
wouldn’t be what it is with-
out Billie Jean.”

PBS also is marking the 
anniversary of the Battle of 
the Sexes with “American 
Masters: Billie Jean King,” the 
first episode in the long-run-
ning series to profile an ath-
lete. The episode premieres 
on Sept. 10.

“Billie Jean King embodies 
the art of sports, of human-
ism and of activism,” said 
“American Masters” execu-
tive producer Susan Lacy. 
“For more than 50 years, her 
excellence and example have 
sparked the way for changes 
that enrich us all.”

Filmmaker James Erskine 
said, “Almost from the first 
time she picked up a racket, 
Billie Jean King has under-
stood the power of sport 
as a major cultural force to 
shape society; and it was her 
insight to use the emotional 
energy borne on the playing 
field to fight for equality and 
social justice. Through her life 
she has faced triumph and 
adversity with equal measure, 
battling both on and off the 
court for a better world.” 

In the documentary, King 
tells her story, with perspec-
tives provided by Bobby 
Riggs’ son, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, Elton John, Serena 
and Venus Williams, Maria 
Sharapova, Chris Evert, Rosie 
Casals, Gloria Steinem, Val-
erie Jarrett and others.

All the accomplishments 
and career highlights are 
covered: King won her first 
of a record 20 Wimbledon 
titles in 1961 and went on 
to win 39 Grand Slam titles. 
She’s received the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom 
and been named one of the 
“100 Most Important Ameri-
cans of the 20th Century.” 
She founded the Women’s 
Sports Foundation in 1974 to 
advance the lives of women 
and girls through sports and 
more recently co-founded 
GreenSlam to promote envi-
ronmentalism in sports. She’s 
a trustee of the Elton John 
AIDS Foundation. She’s the 
first female athlete to earn 

more than $100,000 in a 
single season and one of six 
inaugural inductees into the 
Court of Fame.

King, early in the docu-
mentary, recalls her child-
hood passion for sports, 
including finding odd jobs as 
a kid to buy her first tennis 
racket and playing all day to 
become the best. She loved 
the game and loved winning, 
and she recognized tennis, 
at the time an elitist sport, 
could become a platform to 
fight for equality.

Discrimination throughout 
the 1960s, the rise of wom-
en’s liberation in the 1970s, 
the solidarity of nine suffrag-
ettes in tennis are reviewed  
as the show builds up to the 
big battle in Houston.

King had repeatedly 
resisted Riggs’ requests for 
a match. A loss, she feared, 
could set back the women’s 
rights movement. But Mar-
garet Court, ranked No. 1 
among the women players, 
agreed to a Mother’s Day 
match with Riggs, for a guar-
antee of $35,000, win or lose.

“I had no idea,” Court, in 
the documentary, says of the 
hype and harassment Riggs 
had planned. She opened 
the match with a curtsy, got 
trounced and almost imme-
diately the focus turned to 
King as defender of women’s 
tennis.

“If I could win … I could 
help social issues move for-
ward,” King remembers in 

the show. At the same time 
she was preparing for the 
match and dealing with the 
media exposure, King was 
acknowledging her lesbian-
ism and fearing what might 
happen to the women’s tour 
if she was outed. “I had to 
play Bobby Riggs … and just 
stay focused. I hit hundreds of 
overheads every day.”

Battle of the Sexes view-
ers – there were more than 
90 million worldwide – like-
ly remember the spectacle 
before the match as much as 
the outcome. Riggs arrived 
on a rickshaw, accompanied 
by scantily clad female mod-
els, and King arrived in a 
throne carried by four mus-
cle men, like a Cleopatra of 
the court. At the net, King 
presented Riggs – who had 
made certain the women in 
the worldwide audience con-
sidered him a male chauvinist 
pig – with a piglet named 
Larimore Hustle.

For King, winning the first 
set was critical.

Elton John was watching 
ABC that night: “I was pray-
ing.”

Hillary Clinton was with a 
group of friends and watch-
ing so closely she had to 
remember to “breathe in, 
breathe out.”

Howard Cosell provided 
the memorable coverage in 
his trademark staccato deliv-
ery: “You can sense the kill.”

Casals has described it as 
“the match of the century” 
while Evert has said King’s 
victory transcended tennis.

Riggs, after the loss, said he 
was “killed by the woman.”

But to King, he confided 
that he’d underestimated her.

P h oto : C o urtes    y  o f  A P / P ress     A ss  o ciati    o n  I ma g es  / W N E T

Billie Jean King bends down low to send the ball 
back over the net during the match with Bobby 
Riggs in the Astrodome in Houston on Sept. 20, 
1973. King beat Riggs 6-4; 6-3; 6-3.

P h oto : C o urtes    y  o f  A P  P h oto / W N E T

Tennis player Billie Jean King, left, makes a fist 
while she answers a question at a news confer-
ence in Houston on Sept. 20, 1973. At right is 
Bobby Riggs smiling as King makes her answer.

Did you know?
In 1974, King became the 

first woman to coach a coed 
professional sports team – 
the Philadelphia Freedoms. 
The event inspired Elton 
John’s “Philadelphia Free-
dom.”
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By Lisa Neff
Staff writer

Wisconsinites marked Women’s Equality 
Day on Aug. 26 with a rally at the state Capi-
tol, where hundreds gathered to call on state 
lawmakers to halt the Republican Party’s 
attack on women’s rights.

Congress established Women’s Equality 
Day in 1971 to commemorate the certifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution. Wisconsin was the first state to 
ratify the amendment, a fact not lost on those 
who assembled on Aug. 26 for the Stand with 
Wisconsin Women Rally in Madison.

“Wisconsin had such a proud history, 
which makes what Gov. Scott Walker has 
done a real disgrace and a travesty,” said ral-
lier Ginny Scramp of Appleton. “Wisconsin 
once was a leader in progress. Now it leads 
in rolling back rights. Who else but Walker 
would repeal the state equal pay act?”

Speakers said Walker and the GOP lead-
ership have introduced, moved and passed 
more than a dozen bills against women’s 
rights and equality.

Several days after the rally, Planned Parent-
hood Advocates of Wisconsin invited activ-
ists to continue to stand with women and 
challenge state Senate President Mike Ellis, 
who facilitated passage of five bills limiting 
women’s accessibility to affordable health 
care and also limiting their rights to make 
reproductive decisions.

PPAW executive director Tanya Atkinson 
said the Senate president, the focus of a 
new ad campaign, “has shown himself to be 
a career politician who doesn’t listen to his 
constituents and consistently votes against 
women’s ability to access essential health 
care.”

PPAW described the campaign as the first 
in a series.

“We will remind community members that 
we can prevail in protecting women’s health 
and rights, but only if we remain engaged and 
hold our elected leaders accountable and call 
on them to represent our best interests as a 
state,” Atkinson said.

Equality Day events also took place at 
many other state capitols and in the U.S. capi-
tal, where civil rights activists were assembled 
for a week of events commemorating the 
1963 March on Washington.

Speakers and activists at the Equality Day 
events said they wanted to celebrate achieve-
ments – including certification in 1920 of the 
19th Amendment guaranteeing women the 
right to vote. But they also wanted to make 
demands.

“I don’t want to belittle the progress we’ve 
made,” said Baltimore resident Robin Holmes, 
who attended a rally in Washington, D.C. “But 
we have a long way to go. I think about this 
every two weeks when I get my paycheck. In 
1963, when the Equal Pay Act was signed, a 
woman earned about 59 cents to the dollar 
a man earned. Today, women earn about 81 
cents to the dollar earned by men.”

Penny Buschard said she attended an 
Equality Day rally in Sarasota because she’s 
concerned about conservatives’ attacks on 
abortion rights, but even more concerned 
about equal pay.

“We don’t have equal pay in nearly every 
occupation,” Buschard said. “There’s no big-
ger issue for women – none. When our earn-
ings are equal, we will see a shift, a balance in 
everything else. We’re observing Equality Day 
because we don’t have equality.”

Rallies, protests mark 
Women’s Equality Day

Equality exam
1. Aug. 26 is celebrated as Women’s 
Equality Day to commemorate:
   A. The work women did during WWII.  
   B. The anniversary of women winning      
   the right to vote. C. The flappers of the  
   1920s.  
   D. The contemporary women’s rights    
   movement.
2. In what year did U.S. Rep. Bella Abzug 
introduce equality day legislation? 
   A. 1992. B. 1984. C. 1971 D. 1965
3. In what year did women in the United 
States win the right to vote?
   A. 1776 B. 1848 C. 1920 D. 1946
4. How many years did it take for U.S. 
women to win the right to vote? 
   A. 72 years B. 120 years C. 20 years  
   D. 51 years
5. Women in most Western states won 
the right to vote years before the federal 
amendment was secured. 2010 was the 
100th anniversary of women in Wash-
ington State winning the vote. California 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
women winning the vote in 2011. Oregon 
celebrated the 100th anniversary in 2012. 

What other state celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of women winning the right 
to vote in 2012? 
   A. New York B. Florida C. Maine   
   D. Arizona
6. What was the name given to the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution, which 
guaranteed women’s right to vote?
   A. Abigail Adams Amendment 
   B. Sojourner Truth Amendment 
   C. Susan B. Anthony Amendment 
   D. Gloria Steinem Amendment
7. Women who worked for women’s 
right to vote were called:
   A. Radical B. Immoral C. Suffragist 
   D. All of the above
8. The term “suffragist” is derived from:
   A. One who suffers B. A voting tablet in     
   ancient times C. the Constitution  
   D. the Bill of Rights
9. How many other countries had guar-
anteed women’s right to vote before the 
campaign was won in the U.S.?
   A. 6 B. 2 C. 1 D. 16
Answers: 
1-B, 2-C, 3-C, 4-A, 5-D, 6-C, 7-D, 8-B, 9-D.

From national women’s history project
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Oppose voucher schools
Students in Wisconsin head back to school in a politicized educational environment 

that’s headed in the wrong direction.
Wisconsin Republicans took heat for slashing school spending by $575 per pupil 

in the 2011–13 biennial budget. Now they want credit for providing a $75-per-pupil 
increase in the 2014–15 budget.

Not only does the increase fail to make a dent in the damage they’ve done, but also 
the Republicans’ plan will ultimately drain $1.9 billion from the public school system 
every year, according to the Department of Public Instruction.

That’s because accompanying the increase is an expansion of the state’s school 
voucher system, which has evolved into a right-wing mechanism whereby taxpayer 
money goes to discriminatory, faith-based schools.

Voucher programs were designed as a way for poor kids from blighted neighbor-
hoods to gain access to better schools in safer settings. But that’s not how they’ve 
worked out.

Over the past 20 years, the state has spent $1.5 billion on a pilot voucher program 
involving schools in Milwaukee and Racine. Repeated studies show these voucher 
school students not only fare no better, but often fare worse than their public school 
counterparts.

DPI data comparing the performances of voucher and Milwaukee Public School stu-
dents in the 4th, 8th and 10th grades during the 2010–11 school year found that MPS 
students outperformed voucher students in eight out of nine categories.

Still, Gov. Scott Walker is expanding the program under pressure from national 
right-wing groups that have poured millions of dollars into Wisconsin elections. Their 
ultimate goal is to replace the public school system with private, for-profit schools.

While it has failed academically, the voucher system has accomplished some darker  
goals. Primarily, it diverts money from public schools to subsidize private-school tuition. 
Sixty-seven percent of the students who attend voucher schools already attended a 
Wisconsin private school in the previous school year. Thus, rather than helping poor 
students gain access to private schools, two-thirds of the money spent on vouchers 
in Wisconsin go to parents who could already afford private school tuition without 
public assistance. 

The voucher system also is used to help parents – at taxpayer expense – send their 
kids to religious schools that can openly discriminate against LGBT people and teach 
that science is nonsense. Only a handful of the 123 schools participating in Milwaukee’s 
20-year-old voucher program are secular. 

Voucher schools also can discriminate against students with learning and other 
disabilities.

The state has no accountability standards for voucher schools. That means money 
needed by public schools that are mandated to maintain academic standards is going 
to an increasing number of schools that can provide inferior educations with impunity.

For parents who want a better education for their kids, voucher schools are not the 
answer. They can hire unlicensed teachers and have no responsibility to the taxpayer. 

Those parents – indeed all of us who care about the future of our children and 
our state – should be very wary of the misleading “school choice” rhetoric used to 
promote voucher schools. We must fight to oppose their expansion and make sup-
port of voucher schools a litmus test for determining whether to vote for candidates 
at all levels. 

The voucher approach is a step backward for education in Wisconsin and the nation. 
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“I want everyone to know the 
real me. I am Chelsea Manning. I 
am a female. Given the way that I 
feel, and have felt since childhood, I 

want to begin hormone therapy as 
soon as possible.”

– CHELSEA MANNING announcing her intention 
to transition the day after receiving a 35-year sen-
tence from a military court for leaking 700,000 files 
to WikiLeaks.

“For the record, I love my sister, but she is dead 
wrong on the issue of marriage. Freedom means 
freedom for everyone. That means that all families – 
regardless of how they look or how they are made 
– all families are entitled to the same rights, privileges 
and protections as every other.”

– MARY CHENEY responding on Facebook to her 
sister Liz Cheney’s recent statement against marriage 
equality. 

“Without a (hit) single and without marketing, I’m 
not drawing on hetero males as a core audience. But 
thank God for the gays! My homos – they stick by me 
through thick and thin.”

– COURTNEY LOVE telling Vanity Fair magazine 
that her gay fans have saved her current national tour.

“I cried a lot. But I was so privileged at being able 
to be officially and completely recognized as her wife. 
…I feel extremely privileged over the support that 
we’re getting.”

– JEN ROPER, who has a potentially fatal form of 
brain cancer, expressing her gratitude for being grant-
ed a license to marry her longtime partner Angelique 
Neuman. The two married in a brief ceremony at the 
Christus St. Vincent Regional Cancer Center in Santa 
Fe, N.M., where Roper is hospitalized.

“People who think I’m gay, some part of me thinks 
it’s wonderful. Because I want to challenge people 
on their homophobia. I love seeing on Twitter when 
someone says I’m gay, and I say, ‘So what does it mat-
ter if I am? So be it. I hope you are not voting for me 
because you are making the presumption that I’m 
straight.’”

– Newark mayor and Senate candidate CORY 
BOOKER speaking to the Washington Post.

“Thank you for your kind invitation. As someone 
who has enjoyed visiting Russia in the past and can 
also claim a degree of Russian ancestry, it would make 
me happy to say yes. However, as a gay man, I must 
decline.”

– WENTWORTH MILLER, star of “Prison Break,” 
outing himself in declining an invitation to attend the 
St. Petersburg International Film Festival in Russia. 

“Jews, homosexuals, blacks, gays, Islamists, you may 
think they’re disparate groups, they’re not, they’re all 
tools. Pieces of crap, homosexuals like what’s that one 
guy’s name? (Dan) Savage. That faggot. That horrible, 
awful, terrible excuse for a human being who is at the 
White House promoting attacks on Christians. I hope 
he dies – he probably will – of every disease known. 
I’m sending him a fire hydrant for his birthday, I’m 
hoping he’ll sit on it – he’ll slide all the 
way down to the ground.”

– Christian radio host STAN SOL-
OMON sharing his version of Jesus’ 
love with his listeners. 

40 years ago
In 1973, 10 years before 

employment rights for 
LGBTs were adopted by 
the state, a Dane County 
judge upheld the firing of 
Paul D. Safransky by South-
ern Colony, an institution for 
children with disabilities, due 
to Safransky’s homosexuality. 
Safransky was not accused 
of any misconduct, yet the 
judge declared: “We do not 
think that the institution has 
to wait for something bad to 
happen when an employee 
such as plaintiff flaunts his 
unorthodox conduct and 
there is even a hint that he 
might go farther than talk 
about it.”

The Wisconsin Supreme 
Court upheld the ruling. Saf-
ransky told GPU News: “I 
was fired because I am homo-
sexual, period. It is patently 
ridiculous that I should be 
fired for some action that I 
might or might not do in the 
future. In that case, the other 

men should be fired because 
they might take advantage of 
the girls.”

Also in 1973, GPU News 
reported that 50 people 
unfurled a “Gay Power” ban-
ner at Milwaukee’s July 4 
fireworks celebration. GPU 
sponsored a Lavender Kissing 
Booth at the annual Brady 
Street Festival where kisses 
cost 50 cents. GPU News 
noted that “some of the kiss-
ers gave away more kisses 
than they sold, but the booth 
turned a modest profit.”

30 years ago
In 1983, Democratic Gov. 

Tony Earl created a Council 
on Lesbian and Gay Issues to 
which he appointed 14 LGBT 
activists and allies. Their job 
was to advise the governor 
on the recently passed gay 
civil rights law and related 
issues. The council investi-
gated anti-gay harassment, 
promoted education about 
AIDS, and questioned the 
fairness of ROTC recruit-
ment and training on Univer-
sity of Wisconsin campuses. 
The ROTC excluded gays. 
Council members resigned 
en masse when Earl lost his 

re-election bid and Republi-
can Tommy Thompson prom-
ised to scrub the body.

20 years ago
In July 1993, Tina Terry, 

owner of several popular 
bars in the African-Ameri-
can community, was killed 
at Tina’s RTI on Milwaukee’s 
North Side. Terry’s killer, who 
had done nine months for a 
previous shooting, is eligible 
for parole in 2029. Terry’s 
death was a deep blow to 
many African-American 
LGBTs, who felt accepted 
by her and found friends and 
lovers at her establishments. 
“A lot of people will be lost 
without her,” a mourner said 
at the time.

That same month, Out-
words Books, Gifts & Coffee 
opened on Murray Avenue 
on Milwaukee’s East Side. It’s 
still there. Given the chal-
lenges facing small retail-
ers, especially booksellers, I 
asked proprietor Carl Szat-
mary how he’s managed to 
keep the store going for 20 
years. “Masochism,” he dead-
panned. “Since our communi-
ty’s made so much progress, 
there’s less of an imperative 

to support gay businesses,” 
he added.

“It’s tough, but we’re still 
here due to a small, exceed-
ingly loyal customer base.” 
See www.outwordsbooks.
com.

10 years ago
In 2003, after years of 

expansion when expenses 
outpaced revenue, PrideFest 
found itself $120,000 in the 
hole. A Legacy Task Force 
was formed, which negoti-
ated debt reduction with 
vendors and solicited new 
donors and corporate spon-
sorships, enabling the festi-
val to continue in 2004 and 
beyond.

In October 2003, a special 
committee led by then-Fire 
and Police Commissioner 
(and WiG CEO) Leonard 
Sobczak found that the Mil-
waukee Police Department 
fostered a culture of anti-
LGBT attitudes that were 
tolerated by command staff. 
It recommended improved 
training and greater leader-
ship by the police and fire 
chiefs to promote diversity.

ON THE RECORD

JAMAKAYA

Opinion

When Chelsea Manning 
came out to the world as 
transgender this past week, 
the jokes started almost 
immediately. As Bradley Man-
ning, she had become famous 
for her involvement with 
WikiLeaks, for which she 
was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison. With the jokes came 
the confusion, the doubts and 
the suspicions. Even within 
the community, people won-
dered if she was only coming 
out as transgender to avoid 
the prison at Leavenworth. 
People wondered if she is 
“really” transgender, or just 
pretending to be in order to 
avoid the kind of punishment 
she would receive as a man.

It’s the kind of question 
that comes up whenever 
transgender people tell the 
world they are going to tran-
sition. Transgender men are 
accused of wanting to benefit 
from being male in the world, 
and transgender women are 

accused of wanting a break 
from the responsibility and 
consequences of being male.

But being transgender is 
never a break, nor does it 
confer on anyone special 
privileges or benefits.

The concern is whether 
Manning will receive the kind 
of medical treatment she 
needs in order to transition 
while in prison. In 2012, a 
federal court struck down 
the 2006 Wisconsin law that 
withheld medical treatment 
for transgender people in 
prison. Along with a case in 
Massachusetts in which a 
judge ruled that a transgen-
der prisoner has the right to 
surgery, the Wisconsin case is 
one of the two that has set a 
precedent that medical care 
considered necessary by a 
doctor cannot be denied to 
transgender prisoners.

Denial of medical care 
– any and all medical care 
that a doctor or psychia-
trist deems necessary – has 
been ruled unconstitutional 
under the Eighth Amend-
ment, which bans “cruel and 
unusual punishment.”

Nationally and interna-
tionally, there is broad legal 
and medical consensus that 
providing gender-transition- 
related medical care is medi-
cally necessary, inexpensive 
and legally and morally the 
right thing to do. The major 
medical bodies are in con-
sensus on this, including the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, the American Psychi-
atric Association and the 
World Professional Associa-
tion of Transgender Health.

Whether Manning will 
receive that care is still 
unknown. But her case, 
because of its international 
spotlight, is drawing a lot 
more attention to the plight 
of transgender people in gen-
eral, and specifically to those 
serving time, such as CeCe 
MacDonald. 

Manning’s risk of sexual 
assault will be much higher as 
a result of being out as trans-
gender. The 1994 case Farm-
er v. Brennan, in which the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of transgender woman 
Dee Farmer, who had sued 
the federal government for 

failing to protect her from 
assaults and repeated rape 
while incarcerated in an all-
male federal prison in Indi-
ana, highlights exactly what 
Manning may face. Studies 
have found that transgender 
women are 13 times more 
likely to be raped while incar-
cerated.

Our legal definitions of 
gender often require genital 
surgeries and gender-marker 
changes that can be both 
complicated and expen-
sive. Therefore, transgender 
women often are housed in 
men’s prisons or, in some 
cases, kept in solitary con-
finement. Legislation such 
as the Ending Prison Rape 
Act has only just begun to 
address these crimes.

There is nothing funny 
about prison rape whether 
the person is a man or a 
woman, cis or transgender, 
gay or straight.

Educator and lecturer Helen 
Boyd is the author of “My Hus-
band Betty” and “She’s Not the 
Man I Married.”

Helen Boyd

Opinion

40 years of LGBT memories at a glance

Manning’s brave fight continues 
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By Louis Weisberg
Staff writer

For the past 12 years, an unassuming ranch 
house in Wauwatosa has provided physical 
healing, spiritual comfort and a community 
of support for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Elena’s House,  624 N. 103rd St., began in 
March 2001 after Raphael House, located 
next door, closed. The latter was run by the 
Roman Catholic order of St. Camillus, which 
shuttered the house, leaving the area bereft 
of a faith-based living facility for people deal-
ing with HIV/AIDS.

Mary Ellen Huwiler, who was a volunteer 
at Raphael House, had witnessed its healing 
power and was determined to continue its 
mission. 

“After the closing of the Raphael House, 
Milwaukee no longer had a faith-based home 
for people living with HIV/AIDS,” she says. 
“Recognizing the need in the community, in 
August 2000, I along with a team of individu-
als, including a caregiver, social worker and 
minister who were associated with the St. 
Camillus AIDS Ministry, started Common-
Ground Ministry.”

Elena House is a project of that ministry. 
Funded through private individuals, founda-
tions and residents, who pay 30 percent of 
their income – if they have one – the agency 
also has been a recipient of Milwaukee’s 

annual AIDS Walk since 2004. This year’s walk 
takes place Oct. 5 along the lakefront at the 
Summerfest Grounds.

Elena’s House’s primary fundraiser is 
“Refashion for Life,” presented by Callen 
Construction. The sixth annual event will be 
held Sept. 11, presenting the latest fashions in 
home remodeling as well as women’s cloth-
ing. Last year’s Refashion for Life drew about 
250 supporters and raised $20,000. 

Bill Keeton, vice president of government 
and public relations for the AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin, which organizes AIDS 
Walk, says Elena’s House demonstrates the 
vital role that fighting isolation plays in achiev-
ing successful health outcomes.

“Isolation is a barrier to successful health 
care outcomes and strips away the dignity of 
people living with HIV,” Keeton says. “Elena’s 
House focuses on housing a small group 
of HIV-positive individuals to become an 
extended family to them and provide them 
with a supportive community.”

Each year, Elena’s House serves as many 
as eight full-time residents. An average of 25 
additional individuals participate in programs 
at the house, such as weekly support groups, 
joining residents for a meal, or staying at the 
house on a short-term basis as a respite from 
their current living situation. 

Since opening, Elena’s House has been 

home to 66 individuals living with HIV/AIDS. 
Most of have moved back to independent liv-
ing in the community, and 12 have died.

“I left Elena’s House renewed in mind, body 
and spirit,” says a former resident who asked 
to be identified as “Tim.” 

“Elena’s  House is tension-free and is set 
in front of a wooded area,” he continues. 
“We plant many flowers. It has been my 
good fortune to have stayed in a most love-
ly place. I left refreshed and rejuvenated.  It is 
a place with a charm of its own description.

“The level of warmth, caring, dignity and 
respect is second only to the air of peace, love 
and joy, Wellness happens at Elena’s House.”

Huwiler was a children’s wear designer at 
Eagle Knitting Mills when HIV/AIDS entered 
her personal world: Her brother-in-law Ste-
phen Huwiler discovered he had HIV in the 
mid-1980s, when a diagnosis was a virtual 
death sentence.

In 1993, Milwaukee experienced the largest 
waterborne disease outbreak in U.S. history 
when Cryptosporidium contaminated a por-
tion of the city’s drinking water, sickening 
403,000 residents. At least 104 people died, 
mostly the elderly and people whose immune 
systems were compromised. One of them 
was Stephen Huwiler.

“He became too sick to live alone,” Huwil-
er remembers. “He moved in with our family. 
Stephen was very scared when he was dying, 
and he kept saying, ‘Don’t put me in a nursing 
home.’ A lot of his friends that were HIV-pos-
itive had the same feeling. Back in those days, 
they were treated like lepers – they were not 
treated with compassion and respect.”

Huwiler left her career in fashion design 
after 23 years and cared for Stephen until he 
died in the summer of 1994.

“After Stephen’s death, I no longer had 
a desire to work in the fashion industry. I 
wanted to work and care for people living 
with HIV/AIDS,” she says.

Huwiler became a volunteer with the AIDS 
Resource Center of Wisconsin and the St. 
Camillus AIDS Ministry, where she eventu-
ally took a job coordinating volunteers and 
special events and working with the Raphael 
House residents.

Elena’s House was named for a resident of 
Raphael House.

“Elena Kuenzi was a beloved member of 
the Milwaukee community,” Keeton says. 
“Incredibly, all in one day, she was diagnosed 
both with lymphoma and AIDS. Her care and 
concern for others left a lasting impression 
on her friends who made her the namesake 
of this home.”

A Potawatomi Native American, Kuenzi 
drew on her spirituality for strength, which is 
one of the underpinnings of Elena’s House’s 
approach to care. 

“She was diagnosed with AIDS and a brain 
lymphoma on the same day and given six 
months to live,” Huwiler says. “But she lived 
two and a half additional years.”

Elena’s House provides care, community
for people living with HIV/AIDS
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(262) 782-2700 Office  (262) 796-3703 Direct

Integrity
Experience

Results
Automobile Accidents n Civil Rights

Fires & Explosions n Medical Malpractice
Nursing Home/Elder Abuse

Truck Accidents n Wrongful Death

Wisconsin Personal Injury Attorneys
with a Reputation for WinningTM

On the calendar
The sixth annual “Refashion for Life,” 

the major fundraiser for Elena’s House, 
takes place on Sept. 11 at Callen 
Construction, S63 W13131 Janesville 
Road, Muskego. The event presents 
the latest in home remodeling ideas, 
as well as a preview of the fall fashion 
season from area boutiques, including 
Lela, Goldies’ Boutique Larrieux, ModE 
and Urban Laundry. The event includes 
live music, food from Saz’s Catering, a 
fashion show and an auction. Register 
online at http://www.refashionforlife.
com/tickets.html.institutions.

P h oto :  C o urtes     y

From last year’s “Refashion 
for Life” fundraiser.
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regionAL Briefs  

Presented by Potawatomi Bingo Casino 

Celebrating Greater Milwaukee’s 24th Annual 
Commitment to Justice Awards 

Wednesday, September 25th 
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

At Potawatomi Bingo Casino 

Sponsorship opportunities are still available, contact Amy Zignego at 
amyz@communitysharesmke.org or 414-342-0883 

Master of Ceremonies: Sarah Fierek 
88Nine RadioMilwaukee On-Air Personality 

Lifelong Commitment to Justice Award– Social Justice 
Bob Connolly and the Leaders of Common Ground 

Lifelong Commitment to Justice Award– Environment 
Mayor Tom Barrett– City of Milwaukee 

A. David Schwartz Business Humanitarian Award  
Ken Hanson and Tim Dodge- Hanson Dodge Creative 

Lifelong Commitment to Justice Award– Animal Welfare 
Dr. Gay Edwards Reinartz– Zoological Society of Milwaukee 

Future of Change Award 
Claire Van Fossen– Trinity Fellow at Wisconsin Initiative 
for Neighborhoods and Schools that Work (WINS) for 
Children– Lindsay Heights 

Join Community Shares of Greater Milwaukee in honoring outstanding community  leaders in  
social justice, animal welfare, and environmental progress 

 

TO PURCHASE TICKETS AND LEARN MORE VISIT 
CommunitySharesMke.org and click on the Champions for Change link.  

Capitol Police arrest 
protester, charge him 
with battery

Three Capitol Police officers threw a 
protester to the ground, piled on top of him 
and pinned him by his neck before handcuff-
ing and charging him with felony battery and 
resisting arrest on Aug. 26.

A video of the attack was posted on 
YouTube. Damon Terrell, 22, can be seen 
observing the daily “Solidarity Sing Along” in 
the Capitol Rotunda in Madison when several 
officers approach him. As he backs away from 
the officers, they lunge at him, drag him off to 
the side and pin him to the ground.

Bystanders can be heard chanting, “Shame, 
shame, shame.”

The felony battery charge was the most 
severe that’s been recommended since daily 
protests began at the Capitol in February 
2011. But the charge has yet to be formally 
made. Terrell is set to appear in court on Sept. 
12 to face formal charges.

More than 300 protesters have been 
arrested at the Capitol since Republicans 
launched a crackdown one month ago as Gov. 
Scott Walker prepares to run for re-election 
next year. Capitol Police Chief Dave Erwin 
was awarded a retroactive raise of 12 percent 
for his efforts.

Republican wants to 
make English State’s 
official language

A Wisconsin GOP lawmaker has reintro-
duced a bill to make English the state’s official 
language.

Rep.  Andre Jacque’s proposal would 
require state and local government to write 
all their documents in English. Exceptions 
could be made in individual cases, as well as 
to teach another language and to protect a 
criminal defendant’s rights. The bill would not 
restrict the use of a language other than Eng-
lish for non-governmental purposes.

Jacque, of DePere, said the bill would pro-
vide immigrants an incentive to learn English, 
which in turn would help them find jobs.

A spokesman said Gov. Scott Walker was 
noncommittal on the bill. 

Democratic Rep. JoCasta Zamarripa, of 
Milwaukee, said her district includes the larg-
est number of Hispanics in the state. She said 
the measure would prevent her from includ-

ing Spanish translations with her constituent 
newsletters.

“This is going to be detrimental to Jacque’s 
party,” she said. “Many Republicans saw the 
writing on the wall after the elections of 
2012. This only hurts the Republican Party’s 
ambitions to hopefully grow a Latino con-
stituency.”

Christine Neumann-Ortiz, executive direc-
tor of immigrant advocacy group Voces de la 
Frontera, called the bill “an embarrassment” 
in an email.

“As a nation of immigrants,” she wrote, 
“different generations from all over the world 
have relied on multiple languages and bilingual 
education to successfully integrate into the 
fabric of this country.”

In other news…
• Ex-Illinois GOP Chair Pat Brady 

was hired by the ACLU of Illinois to lobby 
for marriage equality legislation. Brady came 
out in support of the bill earlier this year 
and then faced at least two attempts to oust 
him by conservatives in the Republican Party. 
He eventually left the chairmanship.

• Iowa Court of Appeals finalist 
Jeanie Vaudt faced an unusual – critics 
say inappropriate – question during a recent 
public interview: Had she violated marriage 
vows made to her husband, former State 
Auditor David Vaudt? The question was 
lobbed at the assistant Iowa attorney gen-
eral by Scott Bailey, a prominent Christian 
homeschooling advocate and member of the 
State Judicial Nominating Commission. The 
question, which violated the commission’s 
guidelines, came as legal observers worry 
Republican Gov. Terry Branstad has packed 
the panel with conservative activists.

• A gay rights advocacy group in 
Indiana filed a complaint on behalf of a gay 
high school student whose mother says he 
was beaten up by a football player because 
of his sexual orientation. GetEqual IN direc-
tor David Stevens filed the complaint with 
the Indianapolis Office of Equal Opportunity 
alleging Perry Township Schools denied the 
teen “access to a hostile-free education.”

– from AP and WiG reports

P h oto :  yo utube   

The arrest of Damon Terrell, captured on video and posted on YouTube.
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I AM 
DIVINE  
OPENING NIGHT  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 

7:30PM 

ORIENTAL THEATRE 

MORE DIVINE INTERVENTION! 
    35mm!    UWM Union Theatre

FEMALE TROUBLE 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 10PM 
(AIDS WALK WISCONSIN BENEFIT)              

PINK FLAMINGOS  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 11PM

arts.uwm.edu/lgbtfilm
facebook.com/mkelgbtfilm

Joseph R. Pabst
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Grammy-nominee Mar-
garet Cho is constantly 
evolving professionally and 
personally. Best known as 
a comedian, Cho is famous 
for stand-up routines that 
feature graphic, acerbic com-
mentary on social and politi-
cal issues. Outspoken in her 
advocacy for LGBT equal-
ity, Cho is herself an out 
bisexual married to artist Al 
Ridenour.

With “Cho Dependent,” 
an album released in 2011, 
the prolific Cho also became 
a full-fledged singer-song-
writer.

In addition to her stand-
up work and music, Cho is 
a writer, actor and burlesque 
performer. She’s a regular 
on the Lifetime TV series 
“Drop Dead Diva,” which 
was renewed for its fifth 
season in March. In July, she 
launched the Web series “In 
Transition” on YouTube. The 
series, which follows three 
women recently released 
from prison, is classic Cho 
material.

Cho brings her latest 
comedy tour, which is titled 
“Mother,” to Milwaukee’s 
Pabst Theater on Oct. 20.

I spoke with her recently 
about the tour and other 
current issues in her life and 
career.

Gregg Shapiro: The 
tagline for “Mother” 
is “Nothing is sacred. 
Least of all this.” 

Margaret Cho: I think that 
motherhood is considered a 
sacred thing. But a mother 
has to have sex in order 
to be a mother. You have 
to have sex quite a lot of 
times, actually, in order to 
get it to work. That’s sort 
of my thing. Being mater-
nal doesn’t necessarily mean 
being holy, being sacred. Even 
though I’m not a mother 
myself, there are a lot of 
people who relate to me as 
a maternal figure because of 
my age. I think that makes 
me a mother of the world 
by default, which is great. 
The show is also about my 
mother, which (has been) a 
popular thing in my work 
over the years. 

How do you think 
your mother feels 

about being a part of 
your act?

I think she loves it! I think 
she loves the feeling of being 
included and feeling like she’s 
being seen and heard – that 
her words and presence 
have a lot of value to me. I’ve 
been making fun of my mom 
since I was a really young kid. 

What’s the worst 
advice your mother 
ever gave you?

To pluck above my eye-
brow line. She does that. 
That was bad advice. 

There are different 
kinds of motherhood. 
As a dog-person, do 
you feel like your dogs 
fulfill the mother/child 
relationship for you?

Oh, yes! It is a very 
enriching thing, a very pow-
erful thing. I think animals 
and people are meant to 
cohabitate. I don’t think it 
competes with the mother-
and-child dynamic, but it’s 
certainly something that 
satisfies a very important 
need. Children are obviously 
much more important. With 
an animal, your interspecies 
differences are always going 
to be there. It’s just different. 

Do you have plans 
to record or film the 
“Mother” tour?

Yes, that will happen later 
in the year when I finish out 
the tour. It should be out 
around Christmas or so.

I recently inter-
viewed “Drop Dead 
Diva” creator Josh 
Berman, and we talked 
about what it means 
to him that the show 
was saved from cancel-
lation. As a cast mem-
ber, what does it mean 
to you? 

It’s really great. I think the 
show is great. I’m so excited. 
I’ve never seen that happen 
before. To have something 
that was canceled and then 
renewed, it was a new phe-
nomenon. I didn’t realize that 
could happen.

I was glad to hear 
that your new album 
incorporates music 
with comedy in a 
way similar to “Cho 
Dependent.” What can 
you tell me about it?

It’s finished. Right now I’m 
putting everything together. I 
won’t release it until I finish 
my tour, because I want to 

come back and make videos. 
It goes into really weird ter-
ritory. I was imagining what 
musicians from North Korea 
would sound like. I thought 
they would sound like coun-
try musicians. I think North 
Korea probably sounds like 
Nashville in the ’50s (laughs).

Not Death Metal?
No. It’s very country and 

very simple.  Also, I’ve writ-
ten songs for Yoko Ono, 
which Sean Lennon cried 
when he heard them. 

That’s interesting 
because in recent years 
Yoko has topped the 
dance music charts.

She’s a phenomenal artist. 
I wrote her a dance song that 
addresses the tragedy that 
exists around her personal 
life and history in music. 
Sean was really moved. I 
don’t know if they’re going 
to do it, but it would be an 
honor. I want to start a full 
Asian band with Cibo Matto 
and Sean Lennon. A big Asian 
supergroup (laughs).

As a frequent talk-
show guest, as well as a 
guest co-host on “The 
View,” do you have 
any interest in hosting 
your own talk show – 
maybe taking on the 
late night boys club 
of Letterman, Fallon, 
Kimmel and Leno?

(Laughs.) I would love to. 
There’s nothing I would like 
to do more. I think it would 
be so fun to have a really 
wild place that would be like 
Chelsea Lately meets Gra-
ham Norton with the rock 
’n’ roll. I’ve been wanting to 
do that for a long time.

In these post-DOMA 
days, with your ability 
to officiate weddings, 
has anyone asked you 
to perform a marriage 
during one of your 
concert dates?

Yes. I’m going to be doing 
them off and on. I have 
deputization in California 
to perform weddings, and I 
also have that Universal Life 
Church Monastery card, so 
I have the ability to marry 

people all over the world. 
I’m doing some ceremonies. 
But it’s always going be dif-
ferent in every state. For 
example, I don’t know what 
it’s going mean in Georgia, 
where we film “Drop Dead 
Diva.” But it’s a great thing. 
I’m going to be performing 
lots of weddings. I have done 
them (during) concert dates 
before, but nobody’s asked 
for this tour yet. 

I want to thank you 
for your routines on 
outing closeted celeb-
rities and Hollywood 
homophobia and 
hypocrisy. 

For me, I’m super honest 
about my life. I think people 
would be happier just being 
themselves. That’s my truth 
as coming from an older 
person. If people are truthful 
in the way I am then things 
go easier. But Hollywood is 
a weird place. It’s a weird 
situation where people want 
to be perceived in a certain 
way. Also, I’m just trying to 
be funny. The whole point of 
making that joke was so that 
I could talk about the police 
sketch artist doing a drawing 
of John Travolta’s asshole. I 
just wanted to make this 
really crass ridiculous joke 
about Helen Mirren com-
ing across the police sketch 
artist’s portrait of John Tra-
volta’s asshole (laughs). What 
people forget about comedy 
is that it’s just there to be 
ridiculous.

Do you have con-
cerns about your safe-
ty?

No, but it would be fierce 
if I did. Wouldn’t that just be 
fierce? If I just had to have 
security. Having bodyguards 
and having to be protected, 
that is so fierce.

If you had metal 
detectors at your 
shows, what would 
happen to all the peo-
ple with piercings and 
cock rings?

I know! It’s so sad to sepa-
rate a drag queen from her 
purse when she has to go 
through the X-ray machine.

P h oto :  C o urtes     y

Margaret Cho in the Web series “In Transition.”

Margaret
Cho brings 
‘Mother’ to
Milwaukee

GREGG SHAPIRO

Interview
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The Milwaukee Reper-
tory Theatre kicks off its fall 
season with its largest-ever 
production, the musical adap-
tation of E.L. Doctorow’s 
American epic “Ragtime.” 
And Rep artistic director 

Mark Clements, who is directing the show, doesn’t mind tell-
ing you he’s both enthralled and exhausted by the process.

“With 35 actors onstage and an orchestra each night, we 
have the largest cast in the history of this theater company 
and a fitting start to the Rep’s 60th anniversary season,” says 
Clements. “It’s quite an undertaking and I’m very excited.”

Doctorow’s novel, adapted for the stage by out playwright 
Terrence McNally, with music by Stephan Flaherty and lyrics 
by Lynn Ahrens, is set during the dawning of America’s indus-
trial age in the early 20th century. That’s when the nation 
charted courses on immigration, mass production, race rela-
tions and other issues that have come to define American 
society as we know it today. 

Against this backdrop, Doctorow wove the tales of three 
interconnected sets of lives that coalesce and collide in ways 
that define their society. Adapting such a complicated narra-
tive was a daunting task, McNally says.

“The source material is strong, clear and resonant. The 
biggest challenge for the three of us (including Flaherty and 
Ahrens) was to choose wisely which parts of the novel to 
bring to the stage,” McNally says. “We were so eager not to 
fuck it up.”

The characters McNally and his co-creators chose to 
include were: Coalhouse Walker Jr., a successful Harlem 
musician, and his wife Sarah; Mother, the matriarch of a white 
upper-class family in New Rochelle; and Tateh, a Jewish immi-
grant from Latvia. 

The novel also is populated by actual historical figures of 
the day, including illusionist Harry Houdini, industrialist Henry 
Ford, radical Emma Goldman, inventor Booker T. Washington 
and others. Those historical figures add depth to the novel, 
but created challenges for its adapters, says McNally, who 
won a 1998 Tony Award for his adaptation.

“Every sentence of Doctorow’s prose suggests music and 
every scene could be musicalized. But had we done that, we 
would have had a piece longer than Wagner’s ‘Ring Cycle,’” 
McNally says. “So we focused on the consequences of Mother 
taking in Sarah and her baby. Everything else in the narrative 
comes from that single action.”

The appearance of the African-American Sarah in a 
lily-white suburb prompts a racist act of retaliation that’s 
designed to put Coalhouse Walker “in his place,” setting the 
stage for the conflict that drives the show. The narrative 
sheds light on the emerging concept of the American dream 
and what it meant for people of different social classes, Cle-
ments says.

“Coalhouse trusts in the dream and believes if you live 

your life right you should be rewarded accordingly,” Clements 
says. “When it doesn’t happen, he feels an abject sense of 
betrayal and he has a specific way to handle that disappoint-
ment.”

How Walker handles that betrayal, while providing an 
exciting climax to the show, still leaves the audience asking 
questions.

“What is the acceptable and appropriate level of retribu-
tion for the injustice he experiences?” Clements asks. “There 
is no distinct answer to that question.”

But the audience is left with a stunning piece of theater. 
In addition to McNally’s honor, “Ragtime” won 11 other 
Tony Awards and 13 Drama Desk awards in 1998. The show 
earned 13 more Tony and Drama Desk awards when it was 
revived in 2009. Clements and McNally hope the Rep’s pro-
duction will capture both the spirit and excitement of the 
original show.

“I hope the show finds enthusiastic audiences in Milwau-
kee, especially among young people,” McNally says. “I can 
think of no better show to introduce the wonders, the power 
and the infinite possibilities of theatrical storytelling to young 
theatergoers than ‘Ragtime.’” 

Mike Muckian

Theater

Milwaukee Rep fills the stage with ‘Ragtime’
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The Rep’s Season at a Glance
The Milwaukee Rep again fills its stages with music, 

drama, laughter and song this season. The schedule 
offers a number of works that have particular appeal to 
LGBT audiences. The group’s 2013–14 season includes:

• “Venus in Furs” (Stiemke Studio). In David Ive’s 
new stage adaptation of the classic erotic novel, veteran 
Rep director Laura Gordon take on a comic blend of 
love, libido and literature, Sept. 25–Nov. 3.

• “Forever Plaid” (Stackner Cabaret). Everyone’s 
favorite 1950s male quartet returns from the dead to 
doo-wop their way through a playlist of familiar hits, 
Oct. 25–Dec. 29.

• “A Christmas Carol” (Pabst Theatre). The 
Charles Dickens classic is an annual favorite at the Rep, 
offering a holiday libation for those in need of seasonal 
redemption, Nov. 27–Dec. 24.

• “Noises Off” (Quadracci Powerhouse). Michael 
Frayn’s “funniest farce ever written” concerns a disas-
trous touring company and the even worse play it pres-
ents, Nov. 19–Dec. 22.

• “Woody Sez: The Life & Music of Woody 
Guthrie” (Stackner Cabaret). A must-see for Guthrie 
fans, this production features 25 songs from the writer 
of “This Land is Your Land,” Jan. 3–March 9.

• “End of the Rainbow” (Quadracci Power-
house). For both hardcore fans and people too young 
to remember Judy Garland’s legendary 1968 London 
comeback performance, Hollis Resnick resurrects the 
gay icon and world’s favorite tragic chanteuse, Jan. 7–
Feb. 9.

• “The Whipping Man” (Stiemke Studio). Mat-
thew Lopez’s tale follows a wounded Jewish Confeder-
ate soldier who returns home after the Civil War to 
find a household comprised of two former slaves, also 
raised Jewish, Feb. 5–March 16.

• “An Iliad” (Quadracci Powerhouse). American 
Players Theatre favorite James DeVita embodies Hom-
er’s immortal tale in a one-man show sure to enthrall 
fans of both the epic and the actor, Feb. 25–March 23.

• “Ain’t Misbehavin’” (Stackner Cabaret). This 
forerunner of all jukebox musicals mixes the height of 
the Harlem Renaissance with the music of Fats Waller, 
March 14–May 18.

• “Rep Lab” (Stiemke Studio). The Rep’s lauded 
intern ensemble comes together again for the Rep’s 
fourth annual short-play festival, March 28–31.

• “The History of Invulnerability” (Quadrac-
ci Powerhouse). Based on a true story, this production 
chronicles the creation of the character Superman in 
1938 by Jerry Siegel, a Jewish boy from Cleveland who 
needed a hero as much as pre-World War II Europe 
needed a savior, April 8–May 4.

P h oto : M ic  h ael    B ro sil   ow

Jessie Hooker and Gavin Gregory in Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater’s production of Ragtime. 
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JOIN US FOR THE WILSON CENTER’S 8th ANNUAL

NEW THIS YEAR:

NOW FEATURING 100  
MIDWESTERN ARTISTS!

SEPTEMBER 14 - 15, 2013 | 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

$5 DAY PASS
$7 WEEKEND PASS
UNDER 12 | FREE

LOCATED IN BROOKFIELD’S BEAUTIFUL MITCHELL PARK
OFF OF CAPITOL DRIVE, JUST WEST OF BROOKFIELD ROAD

HIDDEN RIVER ART FESTIVAL

By Louis Weisberg
Staff writer

After he applied for the position 
of Milwaukee Repertory Theater’s 
managing director, Chad Bauman 
proceeded to check out the com-
pany’s reputation in the national 
theater community. His caution was 
understandable.

At 33, Bauman already had an 
enviable position as associate 
executive director of Washington’s 
Arena Stage – a venerable and high-
profile East Coast theater company. 
In case he succeeded in getting the 
job at the Rep, Bauman wanted to 
know exactly what he would be 
getting into.

He’d already formed a favor-
able impression of the Rep, he 
said, when he helped to transfer 
“One Night with Janis Joplin” from 
Arena Stage, where it originated, to 
the Rep last year. But he wanted 
to be sure there were no hidden 
pitfalls, no underlying problems that 
would make him someday regret 
the move. And although the job at 
the Rep would be a promotion – 
the managing director is virtually a 
theater company’s CEO – he would 
have to uproot not only his life but 
also that of husband Justin Dunleavy, 
an analyst for the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office, a nonpartisan 

Congressional watchdog agency. 
So Bauman began asking ques-

tions of former Rep employees, 
contractors, and other theater pro-
fessionals in the know.

What he learned about the Rep 
was alarming, Bauman confessed.

“Everyone said such fantastic 
things about working for the Rep 
(that) it was quite disturbing,” he 
explained. “It was sort of Stepford-
ish, because no one had anything 
negative to say. It seems like people 
just come here and fall in love with 
the place.”

Since consistently lavish praise 
was the worst offense he could 
uncover about the Rep, Bauman 
accepted the managing director 
position as soon as it was offered, 
he said. Dunleavy transferred to the 
GAO’s Chicago office, and now the 
couple maintains homes both there 
and in Milwaukee.

Bauman already has joined the 
Stepford-like chorus of Rep fans. 
He considers his decision to join 
the company an unqualified success 
for a variety of reasons. So does his 
new employer.

“There was an energy and vision 
for his role of managing direc-
tor that was articulated in a very 
dynamic manner during the inter-
view process and which is playing 

out in his actual role,” said Rep 
board president Judy Hansen. “His 
partnership with our artistic direc-
tor, Mark Clements, is also a key 
component to the success in this 
position and that relationship is 
strong.”

Bauman is a Missouri native 
who’d lived in such far-flung places 
as California and London. But he 
joined the Rep at a point in his life 
when he wanted to live closer to 
his family and reconnect with his 
Midwestern roots, he said.

“I was also at a point in my 
career where I was ready to take 
on a leadership position in a large 
theater,” he said. “So the stars con-
verged.”

Bauman discovered that he was 
joining the Rep at an exciting and 
critical time in its history. “The 
company is in a place that is really 
solid right now,” he said. “It’s grown 
by 20 percent over the last three 
years. Clements recently signed a 
contract to lead the Rep for four 
more years, guaranteeing the orga-
nization’s ongoing artistic stability.

But with two stages and 13 pro-
ductions a year, the Rep requires 
a lot of money. And, as famously 
daring as he is talented, Clements 
has created an ambitious three-year 
strategic plan. Bauman said it’s his 

job to find the resources to create 
a sustainable path to achieve Cle-
ments’ creative vision.

That’s a tremendous challenge 
but Bauman relishes it, and the 
board has confidence that he’s up 
to the task.

“He excels in marketing and rev-
enue analysis, which includes fore-
casting – this is key to the success 
of a theater with an ambitious artis-
tic vision,” Hansen said. “Coming 
from a theater more than double 
the size of the Milwaukee Rep, 
Chad fully understands the intrica-
cies of running a major theater.”

Bauman said he’s encouraged by 
the fact that Clements is an eco-
nomically minded artistic director 
who “has a keen sense of the busi-
ness side of theater.” And, he added, 
the Rep’s “donors are actually very 
eager” to help.

“If you can prove that you’re 
stewarding their money to do 
tremendous things, then they are 
absolutely eager to invest more,” 
Bauman said. “Our donors see that 
and they’re ready for what’s next.”

Bauman spends about 70 percent 
of his time either meeting or speak-
ing with donors. “I’m sort of on my 
new-guy tour,” he quipped. “Every-
body is incredibly gracious, warm 
and inviting. … It’s just been a great 

several weeks. I’ve eaten way too 
much custard, and they’re too many 
great restaurants in Milwaukee. I’ve 
put on 8 pounds.”

Bauman lives just blocks away 
from the theater and appreciates 
the ability to walk to work. Like 
many newcomers, Bauman has been 
surprised by Milwaukee’s cultural 
and lifestyle amenities. 

“It’s a world-class artists’ city but 
without the problems of the other 
world-class artists’ cities,” Bauman 
said. “Artistically, the Rep is a much 
larger company than a city the size 
of Milwaukee should have, if you 
look at comparably sized cities.”

He added: “I have apartments 
in Milwaukee and Chicago – and 
when I have a choice, I’d rather be 
in Milwaukee.”

Rep welcomes new managing director

P h oto : J enn   y  Ko stre    va
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By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

September marks the official beginning 
of Wisconsin’s theater season. Following 
are nutshell previews of three provocative 
opening productions by southeastern Wis-
consin theater companies, along with each 
company’s season schedule.

Next Act Theatre 
255 S. Water St., Milwaukee 
www.nextact.org

Director David Cesarini opens Next 
Act Theatre’s new season with “Perfect 
Mendacity,” playwright Jason Wells’ dark 
comedy/thriller on the nature of truth in 
our post 9-11 world. Winner of the 2010 
Elizabeth Osborn New Play Award for an 
emerging playwright, Wells tells the story 
of Walter Kreutzer (Mark Ulrich), a micro-
biologist working for a defense contractor 
who learns to beat the lie detector test to 
protect his family and friends. Also featured 
are Lee Palmer, Marti Goebel, Eddie Marion 
and Cesarini. Performances run Sept. 19–
Oct. 13. 

Next Act’s season con-
tinues with:

• “Groucho: A Life in 
Revue,” Nov. 14–Dec. 8.

• “It’s A Wonderful 
Life: Live Radio Show,” 
Dec. 12–Jan. 5.

• “Race,” the Milwaukee 
premiere of a work by David 
Mamet, Jan. 30–Feb. 23.

• “Three Views of the 
Same Object,” also a Milwaukee 
premiere, April 3–27.

Off the Wall Theatre  
127 E. Wells St., Milwaukee 
www.offthewalltheatre.com

Dale Gutzman’s intrepid theater troupe 
opens its season with the Midwest pre-
miere of “Grey Gardens: The Musical.” The 
show is based on the 1975 cult documen-
tary about Big Edie and Little Edie Bou-
vier Beale, the eccentric aunt and cousin of 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Once bright 
names on New York’s social register, the 
pair became East Hampton’s most notori-
ous recluses. The 2007 musical by Doug 
Wright, Scott Frankel and Michael Korie 
was nominated for 10 Tony Awards and 
won three. With Niffer Clark, Jack Forbes 
Wilson and Marilyn White. Performances 
run Sept. 11–22.

Off the Wall’s production calendar con-
tinues with:

• “The Divine Sister,” a one-nun 
comedy featuring Mark Hagen, Oct. 24–
Nov. 3.

• “Cole for Christmas: A Cole 
Porter Christmas,” a new musical 
revue by Gutzman, Dec. 18–31.

• “Glengarry Glen Ross,” a classic 
David Mamet play with Robert Hirschi, 
Feb. 6–16.

• Shakespeare’s “Romeo and 
Juliet,” featuring Gutzman and Marilyn 
White, March 27–April 6.

• “Giovanni: The Loves and 
Legends of Don Juan,” starring Jer-
emy Welter as the famed lover and David 
Flores as his servant Leporello, May 29–
June 8.

Racine Theatre Guild
2519 Northwestern Ave., Racine
www.racinetheatre.org

The Racine Theater Guild opened its 
76th season in July with “The Rocky Hor-
ror Show,” and the comedy continues this 
month with “Suite Surrender.” Michael 
McKeever’s farce concerns two feuding 
divas destined for a Florida USO show who 
are mistakenly booked into the same hotel 
suite. The fur flies amid mistaken identi-
ties, overwrought egos and high-energy 

mayhem 
in this 
salute to 
classic Hol-
lywood farces. 
Performances run 
Sept. 13–29.

Other shows 
on Racine Theatre 
Guild’s current pro-
duction schedule are:

• “Deathtrap,” Ira 
Levin’s popular thriller, 
Oct. 25–Nov. 10.

• “Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast,” the 
musical based on the ani-
mated film, Dec. 6–15.

• “Almost, Maine,” 
nine pseudo-absurdist 
vignettes about relationships, 
Jan. 17–Feb. 2.

• “37 Postcards,” a com-
edy about an eccentric family, 
Feb. 28–March 16.

• “The Miracle Work-
er,” William Gibson’s award-
winning story of Helen Keller 
and her teacher Annie Sul-
livan, April 4–13.

• “Les Misérables,” 
which appears to be Wis-
consin’s most often-pro-
duced play this season, 
May 16– June 1.

Byron Schenkman 
harpsichord – fortepiano 

clara rottSolk 
soprano

eric hoeprich 
chalumeau  

basset horn – clarinet

 Vienna Revisited 

Music of Beethoven, Joseph I, Schubert, & Spohr
…

September 7 (Sa) 8:00pm
Artist Workshops 10:30am

Wisconsin Lutheran College 

$25 Adult | $10 Student

Thallis Hoyt Drake, Founder | Charles Q Sullivan, Executive & Artistic Director

eArLymuSiCnoW.org  or 414.225.3113

On stage
A glimpse behind this 
season’s curtain
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Robert Chesley’s 
seminal drama

The Boulevard Theatre presents a concert reading of a landmark play.

or The Helping Hand:
A Pornographic Elegy 
with Redeeming Social 
Value and a Hymn 
to the Queer Men of 
San Francisco in Twenty 
Telephone Calls, 
Many of Them Dirty.
Director: Mark Bucher 
Production Designer: Maeve Jackson

Sept.
18 - 22, 

2013
Performances

at the
Milwaukee LGBT 

Community 
Center,  

1110 N. Market St.

414-744-5757      www.boulevardtheatre.com

This show is for
ages 18 and older!

By Louis Weisberg
Staff writer

Two gay men begin a 
phone-sex relationship 
against the terrifying back-
drop of the emerging AIDS 
epidemic. Although their 
physical contact is limited 
to sound waves, the couple’s 
erotic talk sessions lead to a 
deeper connection. 

That’s the simple prem-
ise of the 1986 play “Jerker.” 
Boulevard Theatre artistic 
director Mark Bucher was 
moved by Robert Chesley’s 
script when he first saw 
“Jerker” at Milwaukee’s now-
defunct Theatre X. He decid-
ed instantly that he wanted 
to direct it someday, he says.

That was about two 
decades ago. Now Bucher’s 
longtime wish is coming 
true. He’s directing a concert 
reading of the play that runs 
Sept. 18–22 at the Milwaukee 
LGBT Community Center. 
The production marks the 
first collaboration between 
the two organizations.

Chesley originally sad-
dled his 90-minute, one-act 
play with the imposing title 
“Jerker, or The Helping Hand: 
A Pornographic Elegy with 
Redeeming Social Value and a 
Hymn to the Queer Men of 
San Francisco in Twenty Tele-
phone Calls, Many of Them 
Dirty.” But the play’s been 
known as simply “Jerker” 
since opening at a Los Ange-
les theater in October 1986. 
Together with “The Normal 
Heart” and “As Is,” “Jerker” is 

considered one of the defini-
tive plays of the early AIDS 
era – a time of ignorance, 
panic and political indiffer-
ence that’s hard for today’s 
young gay men to fathom.

For Bucher, 56, “Jerker” is 
more timely than the other 
two pioneering AIDS plays. 
The difference, he says, is 
partly in the way that “Jerk-
er” uses telecommunications 
as the basis for a relationship 
– a phenomenon that digital 
technology has made even 
more prevalent.

“In 1986, you had to go 
out to a bar and engage 
in conversation to get laid,” 
Bucher remembers. “What 
Chesley is talking about is the 
ability to work through the 
surface and actually develop 
a caring, affectionate connec-
tion” with a virtual stranger, 
he says. 

“In an age of Grindr and 
Internet sex, there’s this idea 
of being connected – but we 
are more disconnected than 
ever before,” Bucher adds. 
“Jerker” has become more 
powerful over time because 
it depicts two men using 
technology to create a deep 
connection, he says.

Bucher says “Jerker” also 
works more fully than the 
other AIDS plays of its era 
because it focuses on the 
two men’s relationship. Its 
approach is simple and direct, 
avoiding polemical rhetoric.

“This script talks around 
the politics of the time,” 
Bucher says. “By taking a 

more oblique approach, (its) 
political power is stronger 
than those other scripts, 
which are really in your face.”

While the human heart 
might be the true center of 
the play, it’s another organ 
that gets the most mentions. 
The sexual content of “Jerk-
er” is highly explicit, making 
the play unsuitable for audi-
ences under 18.

Bucher says he purpose-
fully chose to present “Jerk-
er” as a reading rather than 
a staged production com-
plete with full frontal nudity 
and the rest of what comes 
with a play whose action 
revolves around masturba-
tion. Bucher says his strategy 
will force the audience to 
focus beneath the surface.

“I didn’t want a live sex 
show,” Bucher says. “In Chi-
cago, they did it with porn 
stars, and they actually acted 
it out. (In my production) you 
start to listen to the charac-
terization and the meaning 
behind the words.”

Bucher hopes that his pre-
sentation will not distract 
from the play’s testament to 
the universal yearning for 
“connectedness.” Instead, 
he hopes to underscore the 
meaning of a work that crit-
ics have called a love story 
for the AIDS era.

“This is a beautiful play, and 
(it’s) not limited to the term 
‘gay play,’ because it’s about 
human interaction,” Bucher 
says. “It’s as much a gay play 
as ‘Raisin in the Sun’ is only a 

black play. It’s a timeless love 
story. Audiences who get 
past the adult language will 
be rewarded by a tremen-
dous theatrical experience.”

Of course, “Jerker” also 
bears witness to the plague-
like devastation of the incipi-
ent AIDS epidemic – as well 
as serving as a reminder that 
HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS, is still impacts millions 
of gay men.

“I think for younger 
people, (“Jerker”) obliquely 
addresses what a different 

time 1985 was,” Bucher says. 
“But they should remember 
that HIV has not gone away. 
Some would argue that it 
has morphed into something 
more insidious. People today 
think they can just take a 
cocktail of pills” and be done 
with it.

But Bucher hopes to 
remind audiences that HIV is 
hardly that simple.

As WiG reported several 
months ago, the Boulevard 
Theatre is investigating the 
possible sale of its current 

building at 2250 S. Kinnick-
innic Ave. in Bay View and 
becoming an itinerant theat-
rical group. Bucher says the 
production of “Jerker” at the 
Milwaukee LGBT Commu-
nity Center “will allow us to 
explore off-site and satellite 
performance venues.” At the 
same time, the “relationship 
hopefully will introduce new 
patrons to the center.”

“This is truly a synergis-
tic relationship,” Bucher says. 
“We’re very thankful to the 
Milwaukee LGBT Commu-
nity Center and to the Mil-
waukee Arts Board, which is 
underwriting this production 
through a grant.” 

Brookfield Longevity & 
Healthy Living Clinic
Medical Anti-Aging Treatment

Testosterone and  
hormone balancing
to renew metabolic 

health and vigor

Nutrition consulting 
for anti-aging and  
wellness benefits

Weight loss programs, 
including HCG

Defy
Aging!

Dr. John Whitcomb, M.D.
Board Certified in Anti-Aging and 

Regenerative Medicine

Brookfield Longevity & 
Healthy Living Clinic

17585 W North Ave • Suite 160 • Brookfield Wi
P. (262) 784-5300 • www.livelongMd.com

Milwaukee LGBT Center, Boulevard Theatre’s Mark 
Bucher team up to produce a tear ‘Jerker’ of a play

P h oto : T roy  F reund   

Marty McNamee and Bill Jackson rehearse for 
the concert reading of “Jerker.”

On stage
“Jerker” will be 

staged as a concert 
reading at the Milwau-
kee LGBT Community 
Center, 1110 N. Market 
St., #2, Sept. 18 – 22. 
For more, phone 414-
271-2656.
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By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

Mike Amidzich figures 
that he made more than 
10,700 people happy when 
he reopened Pizza Man, the 
iconic Milwaukee restaurant 
that burned to the ground in 
early 2010.

That number reflects the 
current followers of Pizza 
Man’s Facebook page. When 
Amidzich announced earlier 
this year that he planned on 
reopening, the number of 
“likes” nearly doubled from 
6,000.

The original Pizza Man, 
located at 1800 E. North 
Ave., was considered an East 
Side landmark. Incorrect 
information posted on the 
restaurant’s Facebook page 
forced it to open at its new 
location, 2597 N. Downer 
Ave., on July 30 – two weeks 
prior to its scheduled Aug. 15 
grand opening.

“I’ve been at the restau-
rant day and night for the 
past three months,” said 
Amidzich, 71, who woke up 
at 11:30 a.m. on a recent 
Sunday morning for a phone 
interview. “I think I will go 
back to bed after we finish.”

Pizza Man, founded in 1970 
as the East Side’s first late-
night pizza delivery service, 
was destroyed in a five-alarm 
blaze on Jan. 19, 2010. Feras 
Rahman, who owned Black 
and White Café, which was 
located in the same building, 
was found not guilty of charg-
es that he’d set fire to his 
business to collect $135,000 
in insurance.

Rahman was sentenced 
to 2½ years in prison and 
three years supervised pro-
bation for lying to investigat-
ing officials, a sentence he’s 
appealing. In addition to the 
two restaurants, the building 
destroyed in the $3 million 
blaze also housed the Greek 
restaurant Grecian Delight, 
the Cush Lounge and 10 sec-

ond-floor apartments.

Hippy-Dippy 
Beginnings

But Pizza Man’s legacy 
began long before the fire. 
In fact, Amidzich, who grew 
up in the city’s Walker’s Point 
neighborhood, traces his food 
service roots to the outdoor 
rock concerts of the late 
1960s that followed in the 
wake of Woodstock. After 
purchasing a franchise from 
West Allis-based Joe Drag-
on, the “King of Barbecue,” 
Amidzich began offering food 
to hungry fest-goers at con-
certs in Iola and Poynette and 
other events in the Midwest. 
After going bust at a show in 
Iowa, Amidzich returned to 
Milwaukee in search of a job.

The young entrepreneur 
was offered work as a pizza 
cook, but the opportunity 
went to someone else. How-
ever, he learned about Rudy’s 
Pizzeria, a bankrupt takeout 
place at the corner of Oak-
land and North avenues. In 
1970, with a $2,800 bank 
loan for which his parents 
co-signed, the 28-year-old 
bought Rudy’s and renamed 
it Pizza Man.

Amidzich’s counterculture 
connections and the restau-
rant’s iconic logo of a long-
haired, mustached super hero 
stepping over a mushroom 
paved the way for Pizza Man’s 
success. At the time, no piz-
zerias delivered past 10 p.m. 
on weeknights or midnights 
on weekends, times when 
the parties on Milwaukee’s 
vibrant East Side just got 
underway. Knowing its poten-
tial clients would be looking 
to satisfy hunger brought on 
by their smoke-filled activi-
ties, Pizza Man delivered until 
3 a.m. on weeknights and 4 
a.m. on weekends and includ-
ed a free quart of Pepsi-Cola 
with each pie.

“We went through 200 
cases of Pepsi each week, 

making me one of the largest 
independent Pepsi accounts 
in the state,” Amidzich says. 
“Appetites were very robust 
in the early morning hours.”

Amidzich used Rudy’s 
pizza recipes, but traded up 
to all fresh ingredients, which 
boosted sales. A year after 
opening his delivery-only 
enterprise, Amidzich asked 
his neighbors who operated 
Frank’s Cycle Shop next door 
if they would mind moving a 
few doors down so he could 
add a dining room to his 
operation, which became the 
Pizza Man restaurant.

Time for Wine
With the new dining room 

in place, Pizza Man added a 
bar with a full line of scotch-
es, aperitifs and liquors. The 
effort didn’t quite catch on 
and Amidzich soon replaced 
the back bar with wine racks 
to cater to his love for the 
grape.

“I asked a sommelier how 
to win an award for my 
wine list, and he suggested 
stocking a lot of wines with 
names I couldn’t pronounce,” 
Amidzich said. “I said what 
if I stocked only California 
wines and served every one 
of them by the glass? He said, 
‘That will win you an award.’”

It wasn’t long before Pizza 
Man had built one of Milwau-
kee’s most impressive wine 
lists, earning the restaurant 
a Wine Spectator Award of 
Excellence in the process. 
At its height, the restaurant 
offered more than 600 wines 
by the glass, making it one of 
the world’s largest wine bars, 
Amidzich says.

Pizza Man’s wine cellar was 
hard hit by the fire. Amidzich 
lost $110,000 in wine inven-
tory after the bottles had 
been doused by water and 
exposed to potential bacte-
ria contamination. He also 
lost irreplaceable antiques 
and heirlooms to the blaze. 

He did manage to salvage 
part of the bar, which was 
refurbished and retrofitted 
to match the new restaurant.

New Digs for a 
New Era

The new Pizza Man may 
not have the characteristic 
“wavy brick” designed by 
Layton School of Art stu-
dent Dick Dufenhorst that 
confounded more than one 
stoned diner in the first res-
taurant, but the new space  
carries over many of the orig-
inal restaurant’s architectural 
themes, its owner says.

“The new restaurant is 
retro-Pizza Man with a dash 
of hipness thrown in,” Amid-
zich says. “It’s a sight to be 
seen.”

The new place has replicas 
of the original doors, created 
from barn wood and so heavy 
that Amidzich had to cre-
ate counter-weights of rocks 
in an onion bag because no 
commercial hardware was 
strong enough to control 
them. The demand from 
customers that those doors 
be installed in the new res-
taurant was as pronounced 
as the complaints about the 
originals, he says.

The new restaurant, 
arrayed over two floors, seats 
about 250 compared to the 
original’s 55-customer capac-
ity. There also is an outdoor 
roof patio and balcony that 
may be the only one in the 
city, Amidzich says.

As for wines, the new 
restaurant currently stocks 
about 250 by the glass and 
the wine list is now over-
seen by certified sommelier 
Heather Korte, formerly of 
the Mason Street Grill. Amid-
zich says he will keep adding 
wines he likes to the list, but 
doubts he will reach his pre-
vious level.

“I don’t think I will live that 
long,” he adds.

Pizza Man serves up a new beginning

P h oto : C o urtes    y

Pizza Man Mike Amidzich.

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |  S e p t e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 1 324             



3468 N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee
Just 2 blocks from UWM & close to downtown

Public parking lot on the corner of Edgewood & Oakland

(414) 963-9623
www.atouchofsicily.com

Check out our new lunch menu!
Chef Peter offers burgers, sandwiches, salads & more!

Italian Lunch Buffet
Tuesday thru Friday – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Lunch menu available ‘til 4 p.m.

 Sunday Special! 1/2 Price Bottle of Wine
with purchase of two dinner entrees

Sunday – 4 p.m. to close
All You Can Eat Pasta Bowls

Wednesday – $12

Celebrating 15 Years!
Happy Hour – 3 to 6 p.m.

Drink Specials & Half-Price Appetizers

$9.95

Like us on
Facebook
to receive
specials!

centrocafe
414-455-3751
808 E Center St. 

Riverwest

Join us on our patio
for delicious 

fresh food & smart
wine selection... 

all in the
heart of Riverwest!

By Anne Siegel
Contributing writer

Just like creating a beautiful garden, bring-
ing a new art festival to life requires a lot 
of patience and nurturing, according to the 
organizers of Plein Air Shorewood, a three-
day event that will bring more than 50 profes-
sional artists to the village beginning Sept. 19. 

Some artists will “set up shop” near 
schools, parks, stores and residences. Others 
will locate in Shorewood’s well-kept gardens. 
(Please note: Homeowners and businesses 
that are open to hosting the artists have 
signed a list. Artists won’t be wandering 
through neighborhoods, trampling on any-
one’s prize azaleas.)

The art festival’s opening night includes 
brats, beer and a live polka band at Hubbard 
Park Lodge. Food and drinks will be available 
for purchase, but all events are free and open 
to the public.

The festival’s casual opening is only one of 
the unique features of this unconventional, 
first-ever event, which has attracted profes-
sional painters from across the Midwest. 
Nationally known Shorewood plein air artist 
Don Berg, who headed the artist selection 
committee, notes with pride that all 50 spots 
were filled more than two months prior 
to opening. Berg also runs a design firm in 
Shorewood.

Berg explains that “plein air,” the French 
term for “in the open air,” is one of the 
fastest-growing facets of the art world. And 
Wisconsin is the nation’s No. 1 spot for plein 
air events. Second-ranked California doesn’t 
even come close, Berg says. Wisconsin’s larg-
est and best-known plein air events are held 
annually in Door County and Cedarburg.

Shorewood carefully scrutinized those two 
events to determine what made them so suc-

cessful. “We realized right away that putting 
the artists first was going to be critical to our 
success,” says Plein Air Shorewood commit-
tee member Jenny Heyden, a local freelance 
writer and artist. Because Heyden and Berg 
are artists themselves, they had valuable first-
hand knowledge of artists’ needs.

Turning Shorewood into a temporary art 
colony is more than just a way to attract visi-
tors to the area for one weekend, says com-
mittee co-chair Patricia Algiers. “We want 
to demonstrate that Shorewood embraces 
the arts. There are a lot of creative people 
who live here, and I don’t mean just artists. 
We have writers, musicians, poets and lots of 
entrepreneurs. We want to position ourselves 
as an art-friendly community.” 

Each artist participating in the festival will 
complete three canvases, regardless of the 
weather. The 150 paintings will be hung Satur-
day night in a temporary art gallery, designed 
by Patricia Algiers, in Shorewood’s public 
library. A jury of painters and art historians 
will award prizes, and there will be a “public’s 
choice” award as well. Then the paintings will 
be offered for sale to the public.

The temporary gallery will also serve as 
the festival’s headquarters – the place where 
artists will register and the public can learn 
where they’ll be painting. 

Some of the Wisconsin artists participating 
in Plein Air Shorewood include James Hem-
pel, Shelby Keefe, Tom Nachreiner and Johnna 
Papin. Keefe, a Shorewood resident, recently 
won the $15,000 top prize for a work she 
created at a plein air festival in Frederick, Md. 
She’s featured in a September cover story in 
the glossy Plein Air Magazine.

The festival’s artists focus on a variety 
of subjects – cityscapes, lush floral land-
scapes, local landmarks and so on. Some will 

undoubtedly be tempted to line up their can-
vases along Atwater Park, located on a bluff 
overlooking Lake Michigan. But Berg says not 
to expect any two paintings, even paintings of 
the same subject, to be alike.

“Each artist will interpret the scene 
according to his/her own talents and percep-
tions,” he says.

Between Sept. 19’s meet-the-artists recep-
tion at Hubbard Park and the gala on Sept. 21, 
there will be a full schedule of cultural events. 
In an effort to offer something for everyone, 
the festival will feature live music, dancers and 
a fashion show at a Sept. 20 block party at 
Shorewood’s Kensington Square (off Oakland 
Avenue). Local fashion designer Miranda K. 
Levy, a former contestant on TV’s “Project 
Runway,” says she’s creating a white, canvas 
dress that artists will be invited to decorate. 

The art festival received seed money 
from the Shorewood Foundation. Since then, 
many other local and national sponsors have 
jumped onboard, providing both cash and in-
kind donations. Community groups will play 
an important role in handling some of the 
event’s most important tasks, such as regis-
tering the artists when they arrive and setting 
up the Sept. 21 gala.

On the Web
A list of events is available at the festival’s 

website at pleinairshorewood.com.

Fifty artists to participate in 
Shorewood’s first plein art festival
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Shorewood artist Shelby Keefe works on a canvas in Frederick, Md. She 
took top prize at that festival and was profiled in Plein Air Magazine.
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Healthy legs are just a phone call away!
Now is the time to stop the pain, discomfort and unsightly  
appearance associated with varicose veins.
We invite you to call or visit us today for your FREE consultation.
Treatment may be covered by your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid included.

www.venainstitute.com
262.349.9371

Bruce W. Cardone, MD, RVT
Board Certified Radiologist
Diplomate of American Board of Phlebology

“Afternoon Delight,” UW-Madison alum-
na Jill Soloway’s feature film debut, is a 
delight any time of day. The film, which 
earned her the best director award at this 
year’s Sundance Film Festival, follows a suc-
cessful career as a theatrical producer and 
writer/producer for such television hits as 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” “Six Feet Under” and 
“The United States of Tara.”

“Afternoon Delight” is the story of com-
placent-but-bored domestic goddess and 
mother Rachel (Kathryn Hahn, effortlessly 
stepping into a leading role). The primary 
features of Rachel’s life are a shaky marriage 
to Jeff (Josh Radnor), unfulfilling therapy 
appointments with Lenore (Jane Lynch) and 
dull female friendships.

But she’s transformed by a visit to a 
strip club. There, Rachel meets McKenna 
(Juno Temple in the best performance of 
her career). Rachel decides to make saving 
McKenna her mission – a decision that for-
ever changes both women’s lives.

The film “treads in some dangerous terri-
tory,” Soloway says, in that the “idea of the 
sex worker in need of rescue is only a few 
steps away from the idea of a queer person 
in need of rehabilitation.”

In the course of the film, “Rachel revolves 
through the poles of wanting to rescue 
McKenna, wanting to be McKenna and 
wanting to have sex with McKenna,” Solo-
way says.

I spoke with Soloway about the film 
shortly before it opened in theaters this 
summer.

Gregg Shapiro: What does 
it mean to you to have won the 
directing award at Sundance for 
your first full-length feature?

Jill Soloway: For me, the victory feels like 
a victory for feminism in comedy. Simply to 
make a movie about real women and what 

it means to be a woman today. It also has 
some deep dark stuff and some great sexy 
stuff and it achieves its goals as a comedy. 
To pull all that off – to me it feels like the 
meaning of the award for me.

I think it’s fair to say that 
with  “Afternoon Delight,”  you 
take your rightful place alongside 
female filmmakers such as Nicole 
Holofcener and Lisa Cholodenko.

Aside from the three of us all having 
“olo” in our names, we’re all women, we’re 
all Jewish women. I admire and love both 
of them. They are both amazing women. I 
met Lisa Cholodenko when she was a guest 
director on “Six Feet Under,” and she’s been 
incredibly supportive. They’ve both been 
incredibly supportive to me. There’s a real 
network of women directors out here in 
Los Angeles (and) we’re always reaching a 
hand out to each other.

How does working on a feature 
film compare with the cable series 
work you’ve done?

I honestly, at this point, am starting to feel 
like all content is content. I’m getting into 
the business of original content. I’m writing 
a pilot for Amazon. (The pilot, titled “Trans-
parent,” is for a proposed series starring 
Jeffrey Tambor of “Arrested Development” 
as a transgender parent). I look at something 
like  “Top of the Lake,” where at Sundance 
a lot of the filmmakers were going, “How 
does Jane Campion have a six-hour movie?” 
Then we get home and (find out) it’s her 
new TV series. Then you combine that with 
how a lot of filmmakers are trying to figure 
out how to get to their audiences. The way 
independent film is making it to audiences is 
through iTunes, through Netflix. So if a large 
percentage of the content is ultimately being 
received through your home television or 
home computer, and independent film is 
alive and well for those who like to go see 
independent films, to me there really isn’t 
that big of a difference. 

How much of Jill is in Rachel?
There’s a lot of me in her. I never have 

brought a stripper home. But I definitely 
have gotten confused during lap dances 
where I thought that the stripper wanted 
me to get her out of there (laughs). I’ve got-
ten a couple of lap dances in my life and have 
often had that feeling where, “Wow, we 
have a special connection. I see her unlike 
any of these other people in here see her.”

Sisterhood is powerful.
Sisterhood is powerful, exactly. Sister-

hood is sexual – that should be the tagline 
(laughs).

Out actress Jane Lynch plays les-
bian therapist Lenore in the film. 
You have consistently included 
queer characters in your work.

I feel like I come from a queer family. I 
feel like I am a queer artist, like I’ve always 
been sort of queer-adjacent. This movie 
was workshopped at a queer artists’ retreat 
called Radar LAB run by Michelle Tea from 
San Francisco, who is an inspiration to me. 
McKenna was inspired by a woman named 
Lorelei Lee that I met at that artists’ retreat. 
Antonia Crane is a sex worker that I met 

while I was performing in Michelle Tea’s Sis-
ter Spit (troupe). So sex workers, feminism, 
queer art are all alive in the same space for 
me. In some ways, I feel like it’s my work to 
be a translator between the queer world 
and the straight world.

“Afternoon Delight”  also has a 
strong Jewish quotient. How were 
you raised?

We were raised culturally Jewish, but not 
in any way specifically religious or spiritual. 
(Now) I’m not really an observant Jew. I’m 
kind of interested in reinventing Jewish 
culture a little bit and doing some sort of 
community organizing with some sort of 
Jewy reinventy groups. But, no, I had bacon 
this morning (laughs).

As a graduate of UW-Madison, 
do you have fond memories of your 
time there?

Oh, yeah! There’s a whole (University 
of) Wisconsin thing in the movie. We’re 
going to be at UW-Madison in November. 
My cinematographer (Jim Frohna), went 
to the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and Milwaukee. There’s a whole Wisconsin 
backstory.

UW-Madison alumna Jill Soloway says her Sundance 
Award-winning debut film is a tribute to sisterhood

GREGG SHAPIRO

Film
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Juno Temple and Kathryn Hahn in a scene from “Afternoon Delight.”
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MSOEʼs GROHMANN MUSEUM • $40 advance / $50 at door, • wmse.org

FEATURING
Ao Fusion Cuisine  •  Anodyne Co ee Roasting Co.  •  Atomic ocolate Co.  

Beans & Barley  •  Blue’s Egg  •  Bolzano Artisan Meats  •  Centro Cafe  •  Eat Cake! 
Il Mito East  •  It’z My Party Cakery  •  Jownai  •  Love Handle  •  Martita’s Mixe 

Maxie’s  •  Milwaukee Ale House  •  e Milwaukee Pizza Company  
Motor Bar & Restaurant   •  e Noe  •  Palomino  •  Purple Dr Ice Cream  

Red Rock Saln  •  Rocket Ba Bakery  •  Simple Ca  •  SteetBeet  
e Rumpus Rm  •  SALA  •  Times Squa Pizzeria  •  and o

FOOD TASTING, SILENT AUCTION
&

ALL-NEW LIVE AUCTION
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Brandon Miller

Fashion

Ever since Heidi Klum told him auf wie-
dersehen, former “Project Runway” con-
testant Timothy Westbrook has been in his 
Milwaukee studio preparing for his comeback 
fall fashion show. Titled “Paleontology of a 
Woman,” the show opens Sept. 21 at the 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Westbrook, whose aesthetic vision draws 
inspiration from nature, says he considers 
himself a fiber artist more than a fashion 
designer – and an environmental artist first 
and foremost. He’s notorious for using repur-
posed and untraditional material – some of 

it might even be considered garbage – in 
creating his garments. This tendency will be 
prominently on display in “Paleontology of a 
Woman,” he says.

In fact, the 24 pieces in his Milwaukee 
Public Museum exhibit suggest alternative 
waste-management ideas. For example, some 
of his work is created from woven plastic 
bags. Westbrook hopes to demonstrate that 
plastic bags can be woven into vests and 
dresses of uniquely beautiful textures rather 
than tossed out to languish for centuries in 
landfills or add to the Texas-sized garbage 
island that’s created a dead zone in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Other materials included in the show are 
bed sheets, vintage wedding gowns, curtains, 
discarded fabrics and old wire hangers trans-
formed into masks inspired by Broadway’s 
“The Lion King.” Some of the materials West-
brook uses are re-purposed fabrics from his 
time on “Project Runway.” 

Westbrook’s fans say he has an uncan-
ny ability to transform such “garbage” into 
eloquent, whimsical Victorian-styled dresses. 
Exhibit attendees can expect to see classy 
gowns, tailcoats and mosaic shoes decorated 
with aluminum hole-punched cans.

Other participants in “Paleontology of a 
Woman” are four jewelry designers, a cloth-
ing designer, a mask sculptor, and a composer 
providing dinosaur-themed music from “Fan-

tasia” and “Jurassic Park.” Local drag queen 
Trixie Mattel acts both as a model and a 
makeup artist.

In addition to fashion, Westbrook’s exhibit 
will feature a mix of theater, performance 
art and environmental information. Guest 
speakers will talk about sustainability and 
conservation.

Westbrook says he and fellow “Project 
Runway” Milwaukee designer Miranda Levy 
(featured in WiG’s Aug. 22 issue) have put 
their infamous on-screen drama behind them. 
Not only have they mended their split seam, 
he says, but Levy plans to attend the show’s 
reception at the Hilton Milwaukee City 
Center. Westbrook hopes other celebrities, 
including Barbara Batts from “Fashion Star,” 
will be there to support him. 

Westbrook moved to Milwaukee when 
he was invited to become one of the Pfister 
Hotel’s 2012 artists in-residence after gradu-
ating from Syracuse University. At 23, he was 
the youngest, first out-of-state and non-paint-
ing artist to be accepted into the program.

Westbrook says he found Milwaukee a 
more nurturing place to enter the fashion 
scene than New York City. Before heading off 
to season 12 of “Project Runway,” he set up 
a studio space in the Shops of Grand Avenue.

At “Timothy Westbrook Studio,” the art-
ist takes his eco-friendly ethos so far that 
he works with the lights off. At the moment, 

he operates only two appliances that use 
electrical power – his computer and his iron. 
He says he’s looking into alternative energy 
sources to power them.

Westbrook’s primary instruments include 
old-fashion looms and his inseparable non-
electric treadle sewing machine. He and 
his interns plan to transport his pieces 
to the museum by bicycle to underscore 
Wesbrook’s commitment to the show’s low-
impact theme. 

Westbrook’s show is meant to coincide 
with the kick-off event for the Fashion Week 
MKE Initiative, which starts Sept. 23.

On the Web
Go to www.fashionweekmke.com.

Public Museum hosts show by 
local ‘Project Runway’ contestant

P h oto : yo utube   

Timothy Westbrook on “Project 
Runway”
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Jillette Johnson releases first full-length album

50+ ARTISTS PAINTING THROUGHOUT SHOREWOOD, WIS.
Don’t miss Shorewood’s first annual plein air festival as professional artists paint 
outdoors in the open air! Watch the artists in action up close for three days and then
meet them during special after-hours social settings including:
• Sept. 19: 6-9 p.m. Community Celebration at Hubbard Park Lodge, 3565 N. Morris
Blvd. Meet the artists; live music; food and drink for purchase.
• Sept. 20: 7-9 a.m. Breakfast Celebration at Atwater Park, Capitol Dr. & Lake Dr.
• Sept. 20: 6-10 p.m. Community Festival in the 4500 N. block of Oakland Ave.
with live music and dance performance by McMenamin Irish Dance Academy.
• Sept. 21: 6-10 p.m. AWARDS, GALA and SILENT AUCTION at the 
Village Center/Shorewood Public Library –
3920 N. Murray Ave. OPEN TO ALL! 
Bid on your favorite paintings; 
free hors d’ oeuvres/cash bar.

THREE
DAYS ONLY!
September
19, 20 & 21

pleinairshorewood.com

Experience
Plein Air Shorewood

wis gazette plein air shorewood ad _Layout 1  8/29/13  6:24 AM  Page 1

“Water in a Whale,” Jillette 
Johnson’s full-length debut 
album, is the kind of disc 
that fans of female singer-
songwriters anxiously antici-
pate and will likely embrace 
eagerly. Johnson, an assured 
and mature songwriter and 
performer at 23, sets the 
tone with the single “Cam-
eron,” one of the most pow-
erful statements made by a 
straight performer to the 
LGBT community since Patty 
Griffin’s “Tony.” About a trans 
kid, “Cameron” is insightful, 
uplifting and deserves to be 
a hit.

Johnson wisely keeps the 
music on the disc varied, from 
the explosive opener “Tor-
pedo” and the stormy “Last 
Bus Out” to the sexually 
provocative “Pauvre Couer.” 
There also is a “stripped” 
version of “Cameron” and 
a pair of B-sides (“17” and 

“Box of Crayons”) to pro-
vide listeners with the full 
scope of Johnson’s abilities.

I spoke with Johnson, who 
is on tour in support of 
“Water in a Whale,” shortly 
before the disc’s release. 

Gregg Shapiro: One 
of the first things I 
noticed about your live 
show is you’re a great 
storyteller. 

Jillette Johnson: It took me 
a while to cultivate that. I 
think I’m constantly growing 
with it. When I used to play 
shows, I was terrified about 
speaking between songs. It 
was so obvious when I was 
losing the audience and it 
scared the shit out of me. 
So I made a conscious effort 
to try and pretend like I 
was talking to my family and 
friends and breathe and take 
my time and not assume that 
people didn’t care. That’s 
never the right way to start 
out. I now feel that it’s a 
hugely important part of my 
show because it allows peo-
ple to see who I am and to 

see that these songs come 
from me. 

I also noticed several 
queer audience mem-
bers responding to your 
performance, including 
your song “Cameron.” 
Do you have an LGBT 
following? 

Yes. I’m starting to see 
that happen and it’s really 
exciting. I wrote that song 
because I have a friend who 
experienced that journey. I 
was compelled to talk about 
it. I’m not saying that I’m 
an expert in the field, but I 
know, in a different way, how 
it feels to be alien in your 
own skin. I love that people 
are rallying around it and that 
it speaks to people in a real 
way. The last thing I wanted 
was to write a song about 
someone else’s story and 
have people tell me it’s false.

Is that song related 
to your involvement 
with the anti-bully-
ing organization Hey 
UGLY – Unique Gifted 

Lovable You?
It does. I learned about 

Hey UGLY through the per-
son on whom “Cameron” 
is based. That program has 
helped this kid quite a lot. I 
started doing more research 
and realized how amazing it 
is as an organization.

There is a long tra-
dition of piano-play-
ing female singer-
songwriters from Joni 
Mitchell to Regina 
Spektor. Who do you 
consider your influ-
ences?

Regina is certainly the 
most current. But Joni Mitch-
ell and Carole King, from 
the beginning, were women 
I really admired and never 
stopped listening to. The 
thing that I love about their 
music is it’s wso full of soul 
and it’s so honest. I am defi-
nitely lucky to be able to 
look at this legacy of power-
ful and soulful women.

You told a funny 
story about talking 

to straight men who 
wouldn’t think twice 
about having sex with 
Ryan Gosling. Is that 
a comment on how 
far the culture has 
evolved? 

I think so. I definitely have 
met people my age who 
are still pretty terrified of 
their own sexuality and that 
projects hate, unfortunately. 
But I think that slowly but 
surely we’re starting to live 
in a world where people are 
comfortable enough to say 
what they really are. So it’s 
OK to say that you think a 
man is attractive if you’re 
straight man. I think that’s 
such a breath of fresh air.

What do you think 
Ryan Gosling would 
think of that?

I think he would agree. He 
seems the most comfortable 
in his own skin. I can imagine 
that he would not have any 
issues.

What are you most 
looking forward to 

about the release of 
“Water in a Whale”?

I think that it’s going to 
allow me to be an artist that 
is taken more seriously. I 
think it’s going to make a big 
impact on where I am in my 
career. Also, I get to have my 
first album officially out, I can 
say that.

GREGG SHAPIRO

Music
P hoto  : C ourtesy    

On stage
Jillette Johnson per-

forms at The Frequency, 
121 W. Main St., in Madi-
son on Sept. 24. Call 
608-819-8777 or visit 
madisonfrequency-hub.
com.
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ACROSS
1. Aladdin’s hang-out
6. Dear one
9. Frosh, next year
13. Single-cell protozoan
14. Similar to ostrich but in  

  Australia
15. Dugout vessel
16. Wealthy one who made  

  fortune in Orient
17. Dashboard acronym
18. Bring upon oneself
19. *Eat ______ pie
21. *To kick this is to expire
23. *Busy as a ___
24. Female version of  

  #6 Across in England
25. Mountain basin
28. Forbidden fruit, e.g.
30. Ready to be assembled
35. *Let it down and relax
37. Femme fatale
39. Give a speech
40. Beige
41. Often goes with “flowed”
43. This of a circle equals  

 pi times r squared
44. Moved on runners
46. Length of Earth’s orbit
47. Diagnostic test
48. Strep throat organ
50. Bayonet wound
52. Typographer’s  

 measurement units
53. Retained
55. ___ shot

57. *Flatter someone, or 
______ one up

60. Croquet hitter
63. Joseph Stalin’s sidekick
64. *Do you have one in  

 the hole?
66. Org. symbols
68.  Admiral’s group
69. “You’re it” game
70. Grind down
71. Happy
72.  About when one will  

 arrive
73. Biter in the ring

DOWN
1. Embargo
2. Asian nurse
3. Asian domesticated ox
4. Mushroom maker
5. Rectangular groove joint
6. Arid
7. Mischief-maker
8. “Dancing with the Stars”  

 number
9. *It did this like a stone
10. *Shame on you for  

 fooling me ____
11. Sad grimace
12. ____ Royal Highness
15. Famous Roman orator
20. Depart
22. Strike caller

24. Most foolish
25. *Boasters beat this
26. Mad one
27. Rice wine
29. *Don’t throw this out  

   with bathwater
31. “-zoic” periods
32. Travesty
33. It included Mr. T
34. *Spill them to reveal a  

   secret
36. Regrets
38. Bog deposit
42. *______ queen
45. Dictator’s order
49. A Spike ___ joint
51. *Bite this to endure an  

   unpleasant situation
54. Blabber
56. *No guts, no ______ 
57. *Saving device
58. Carbamide
59. *Happens to your      

   tongue when  
   speechless?

60. Huge or large
61. The conscious mind, pl.
62. One of many errands
63. Roald Dahl’s “The ____”
65. *Tongue stealer
67. John McCain, e.g.

 POPULAR EXPRESSIONS
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 Selected as one of the 50 best furniture and accessories stores in America!

Lighting Gallery

One of a Kind 
Accessories & Rugs

Other Luxury Brands

®®

T he nicest things are always found at Nathan Nichols & Company.
8068 Highway 57 ~ Baileys Harbor, WI ~ 920.839.9779 ~ www.nathan-nichols.com

NATHAN NICHOLS & COMPANY

A PERFECT SETTING
F O R  Y O U R

SPECIAL EVENT
Nestled along the shores of Lake Michigan, Gordon 
Lodge is 130 beautiful acres on the quiet side of the 
Door.  You'll experience the tranquil setting and natural 
beauty of the forest and lake that have captivated 
guests for over 80 years.  Whether you're planning a 
wedding, civil union or anniversary celebration, 
Gordon House Event Center is a stunning setting for 
your memorable event.  From small intimate groups to 
large parties we'll help you plan your special day. Call 920-839-2331 to Talk with our Event Planning Experts.

September 10, 7 p.m.

September 21, 2013  
Harbor View Park

General Admission 1-5pm  
VIP Admission 12 noon

Limited Tickets Available
Unlimited Sampling of lOO+ Craft Beers
Commemorative Pint Glass to all Attendees
Great Food Available for Purchase
Awesome View of the Bay
Live Music by O2M Band 

P u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t s  a t :  w w w . E g g H a r b o r A l e F e s t . c o m
9 2 O - 8 6 8 - 3 7 1 7   |  Fa c e b o o k . c o m / E g g H a r b o r A l e F e s t

S p o n s o r e d  b y :  E g g  H a r b o r  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n

V i l l a g e  o f  E g g  H a r b o r  D o o r  C o u n t y  A d v o c a t e
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Century Ride  | Metric Century | 50 mile | 25 mile

September 14, 2013
bike northern door county, stay and celebrate in sister bay.

peninsulacentury.com

920.868.3287       www.PeninsulaPlayers.com
2013 SEASON: June 11 - October 20

Along the scenic shores of Door County
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