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Ready for One More Trip to 0z?

Interview with Ryan Jay on the Making of the documentary “The Sound of Oz”

by Michael Johnston

Ryan Jay (Today's TMJ4 Film Critic and Fash-
ion Police in Us Weekly magazine) has an excit-
ing new project he and Aaron Harburg want to
bring to fruition - "The Sound of Oz" — a docu-
mentary about the songs of America’s favorite
movie “The Wizard of Oz."

Even though “The Wizard of Oz" opened in
1939, the same year as another celluloid epic,
“Gone With the Wind,” both are memorable and
a part of American fiber; but which one has a
better soundtrack? Exactly!

Can you imagine our world without Judy
Garland’s anthem “Over the Rainbow?” And that
is just one of the chestnuts in this treasure trove
from the American Songbook. Composer Harold
Arlen and lyricist Yip Harburg brought these
songs to life and to our lips. Now it's time for us
all to learn the backstory of how America’s #1
Film Song of All Time (as deemed by the
American Film Institute) and the # 1 Song of
the Twentieth Century (by The National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the Recording Industry
Association of America) came to be!

This s a call to action — You can be a part of this

ON SALE NOW!

APRIL 17-19 « MARCUS CENTER

MarcusCenter.org ¢ Ticketmaster.com 414-273-7206
Groups 10+ Save! Call 414-273-7121 ext 210
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dream-come-true project by investing in the mak-
ing of “The Sound of Oz.” Please share and visit
the “The Sound of Oz trailer, to consider support-
ing on any level: www.thesoundofozmovie.com

Consider a gift and help make this return visit
to Oz areality! Please read the interview below
with the film'’s director, Ryan Jay — then visit the
website and see what's on the other side of the
rainbow.

Ryan everyone loves “The Wizard of 0z.” We
were raised oniit. A great slice of Americana
- what does “The Wizard of Oz” mean to you?
It's my favorite movie of all time and as a profes-
sional film critic, | hope that speaks volumes of
my taste in film. It's as close to perfect as any
movie can be. I've loved it as long as | can
remember and it has always been my gold
standard in entertainment. To me, it means
happiness, fantasy and hope.

What is your favorite tune from “The Wizard
of 0z” and why?

I really love all of the songs in the film for different
reasons but my very favorite, as with most peo-
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Ryan Jay (left) and Aaron Harburg (right) with Stephen
Schwartz, the writer/composer of Broadway’s WICKED

ple, is “Over the Rainbow.” |love the original version performed by
Garland in the film, but also love the countless covers by other
artists over the decades. It's beautiful, powerful and moving.

How did you meet Aaron Harburg (the great-grandson of
lyricist Yip Harburg — who wrote the words to all of the
songs in “The Wizard of 0z”)?

We met in 2014 at Oz-Stravaganza, the largest, annual Wizard of
Oz festival in America. | was presenting my red carpet interviews
with Lea Michele and the cast of the animated musical movie “Leg-
ends of Oz: Dorothy’s Retum” and Aaron was presenting on behalf
of his great-grandfather’s legacy. We became friends instantly and
when he told me about the documentary he was developing, it
clicked. | have a background in TV production for companies like
Bravo, Showtime, Nickelodeon and MTV. Our skills blend well with
our love for Oz and we make a great team.

Do you have a theory of why “The Wizard of Oz” is still alive
and well and living with us to this very day?

“The Wizard of Oz" crosses all generations and cultures. Its story,
themes and songs are universal. Time is powerless to diminish its
entertainment value and emotional impact. I've mentioned | con-
sider it to be perfect and that's on every level - from casting to de-
sign to effects to story arc. We often see technological
improvement in the film industry with 3D, effects, efc... but to look
back at “Oz" as a single film from 1939 whose makeup, costumes,
effects and story still hold up against modern movies, is quite
phenomenal.

It took a lot of work to get this classic filmed in the first place.
Alot of actors originally slated to star in this opus like Shirley
Temple, Buddy Ebsen and Gale Sondergaard were all
replaced or unavailable for various reasons. Somehow
serendipity took over and an entirely new vision was com-
pleted. Would you care to comment on the casting strug-
gles of “Oz” and it’s evolution from the children’s book to
the movie to the inspiration of other offshoots such as
“The Wiz” and “Wicked”?

Adaptation from page to screen is always tricky and more often
than not, audiences agree that “the book is better than the movie.”
I'd argue the opposite for “The Wizard of Oz.” | love the original
book by L. Frank Baum, but the MGM film improves upon the
source material. The songs, for one, are such a brilliant hook. But
Dorothy's journey in the film is more transformative to her charac-
ter than is the case with her in the book. The film sees her leam a
lesson and grow. The friends she meets and the adventure she
embarks upon changes her “for the better” (a theme echoed in the
lyric to the song “For Good” in the Broadway smash “Wicked").
The story can be reimagined, as has been the case with “The Wiz,”
“Wicked,” Sy Fy's “Tin Man,” etc... but still, the classic Judy Gar-
land film remains most popular. The casting troubles were epic
and almost a metaphor we often use in life - “everything happens
forareason.” If even one cast member were different, “Oz” might



not have become the special entity it is.

Is it true “The Wizard of Oz” was too long a movie in
length and there were many edits including the
Oscar winning theme song “Over the Rainbow” to
save time”? But by popular demand Garland’s sig-
nature song was returned to the film.

There were cuts to the final film including reprises of
“Over the Rainbow” by Judy in the witch’s tower and the
Winkie guards singing “Ding-Dong! The Witch is Dead”
after the melting. Another musical number was filmed
and cut called “The Jitterbug.” It was a dance number
by the foursome while en route to the witch’s castle, but
was eliminated for time and because the filmmakers
worried its sound would date the picture. The score is
uniformly timeless while “The Jitterbug” had a rhythm
popular among dance songs of the ‘30s. The Scare-
crow had a wonderful dance sequence during “If | Only
Had a Brain” which was cut for time, but can be seen on
current home video releases as a special feature. And
it's true, “Over the Rainbow” was cut and reinserted into
the film a few times prior to release for various reasons
- runtime and the questionable notion of an MGM star-
let singing in a bamnyard among them.

What is the timeline for “The Sound of 0z"? When
do you think this project will be released?

We have an approximate 18 month production calen-
dar. The start time depends upon when we're funded
and able to begin. As for release date, we have to com-
plete the film before we can look into that.

Of all the characters in “The Wizard of Oz” - - which
one do you most identify with and why?

Ultimately we all identify with Dorothy because she ex-
periences self-discovery on her journey. And there are
times we all yearn for more color or excitement in our
lives. But then we often get homesick too. The Scare-
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crow, however, has always been my favorite character
because | wanted to be him. And brains turn me on.

You've reached out to a brilliant man, the Wizard,
if you will, behind “Wicked” - composer Stephen
Schwartz - and have earned his support, how did
this take place, any other celebrities or people of
note behind your project?

Having the opportunity to interview Stephen Schwartz
for “The Sound of Oz” was both an honor and a dream
come frue. I've seen “Wicked” 42 times and am ob-
sessed with it. | love his work and the influence of “The
Wizard of Oz upon “Wicked” is undeniable. For one, it
is a sort of prequel and reimagining. But Stephen further
illustrates in our film how he strategically hid melodic
fragments from “The Wizard of Oz” within his score for
“Wicked.” That synergy delights me tonoend. As far as
I'm concerned, including him in “The Sound of Oz" was
vital. He admits to being a big fan of Arlen and Harburg
and was very gracious to discuss that on camera. Aaron
and | have amassed what | hope is an impressive list of
celebrities who will appear in our film, from pop music to
film to Broadway.

What has been the hardest part of getting “The
Sound of Oz” up and off the ground - giving it
legs? Defying gravity if you will, pun intended...
Scheduling is always a challenge. Aaron and | both work
full time in addition to producing “The Sound of Oz.” It's
a total passion project and ultimately it comes down to
the difference between talking about doing something
versus actually doing it. We committed to doing it.

There are many, many layers to “The Wizard of Oz”
and other classics such as this —a children’s story,
a movie, a musical, animated feature - many in-
carnations — do you have a personal favorite?

It always comes back to “Oz" for me. But | do enjoy fairy

tales and fantasy... and I'm a big kid at heart. Some of
my other favorite fantasy films are “Stardust,” the “Harry
Potter” series, “Moulin Rouge,” and “Into the Woods.”

Following up on the multi layers of Oz - - there is a
decidedly Gay bent to this classic. Do you see and
feel it as well? Would you like to address this for
our Audience?

| don't see “Oz” as inherently gay as much as | see the
gay community proudly claiming it. That makes more
sense to me. In all reality, many communities claim it -
cultures, races, religions, sexualities... all can find uni-
versality within the themes of “Oz” and Dorothy’s jour-
ney. Over time, however, the rainbow flag and Friend of
Dorothy term have certainly caught on. Ultimately, 'm all
for anything that keeps the spirit of “Oz” alive.

What is on your back burner, the next project you
are formulating?

| love my career and hope to continue celebrating film,
entertainment and pop culture as long as I'm living. |
have a lot on my plate now so it's difficult to project too
far forward - but Aaron and | have discussed collaborat-
ing on other films in the future.

Do you have a message, an invitation you would like
to extend to our Readers on this project?

“The Sound of Oz" is a group effort. We're offering many
perks and exclusive collectibles when you join our team.
Please check us out on IndieGoGo and see which re-
ward interests you - from copies of the film, to artwork
and T-Shirts - we're humbled by any support - even sim-
ply sharing our project on social media is invaluable and
appreciated. Thank you for this opportunity!

Thank you Ryan Jay, we look forward to following
you and Aaron as you continue your trek on the yel-
low brick road to your rainbow!

A ROMANTIC COMEDY. WITH BENEFITS.

Audiences enter into a fun-filled world of foolproof moves and insider advice that could
only be culled from that most insightful of individuals: the gay man.

TWO NIGHTS ONLY! APRIL 30 and MAY 1 « 8 PM
Wilson Theater at Vogel Hall « Marcus Center ® 414.273.7206 ¢ MarcusCenter.org e Ticketmaster.com




Children’s

Hospital of Wisconsin

Amy Basting, Recruitment Specialist, ChiIdrn’s Hospital of Wisconsin Community Services talks about
becoming a Foster Parent. Photo by Caitlin Staedler Photography cstaedlerphotography@gmail.com

“Questions are welcome during the meeting.
Please save the questions that are more per-
sonal in nature until the end and we can talk
privately afterwards.”

That night, many people who attended the in-
formation meeting lingered at the end, waiting
a turn to ask questions about their circum-
stances. Most people want to make sure,
when they apply to be foster or adoptive par-
ents, that their home situation is acceptable.

As the crowd cleared, two women waited pa-
tiently. One was hesitant as she spoke, look-
ing concerned.

“Is it ok for us to be licensed?” | paused, not
sure of what she meant. “ ... together. Can
we be...” Her sentence was not finished and
the specific concern, not clarified. The implica-
tion was clear.

There are plenty of questions to ask when you

’s original downtown
3ar/sports bar!

114 King Street * woofsmadison.com

Kids deserve the best.

are considering applying to be a licensed fos-
ter or adoptive parent. | expect people to stay
after the information meeting; to talk about their
personal matters. | am asked all types of ques-
tions. Can | be licensed if | had a criminal convic-
tion? What if my husband doesn't want to be a
foster parent but | do? Can | give my bedroom to
a foster child and sleep on the living room couch?
Am | too old to be a foster parent?

| can't speak for all foster care and adoption
licensing agencies in Wisconsin, but | can
speak for the organization for which | work.
We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender applicants. Yes! It's okay to apply to
be foster or adoptive parents. In case you are
opening a Google tab, that's Children’s Hospi-
tal of Wisconsin Community Services. Oh wait,
let me make that easier for you.
www.chw.org/childrens-and-the-community/

There are ways to help
children in your commu-
nity and there are ways to
grow your family. Foster
care and adoption from
! foster care is an option!
Foster/adoptive parents
can be single, partnered or
married.

There are several licens-
ing options available to
you through Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin
Community Services. De-
pending on your goals and
current life circumstances,
you can consider General
Foster Care, Treatment
Foster Care, Respite Fos-
ter Care and Special
Needs Adoption. We Ii-
cense in Southeast Wis-
consin. Please consider
attending an information
meeting to learn more
about the qualifications, li-
censing process, and
training. You are welcome
to call 414-KID-HERO to
receive information and a
current schedule of up-
coming meetings.

During the month of May, we celebrate Na-
tional Foster Care Month. We thank, com-
memorate and recognize all the foster parents
and professionals dedicated to changing the
lives of foster children for the better. Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin Community Services is
busy planning the annual celebration for our li-
censed foster parents. To learn more, visit
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/

Visit our foster parent blog to hear what our
wonderful foster parents are saying
http:/kidhero.chw.org/

Every foster parent is needed and valued
with Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Community Services. Join us in making
the difference in the lives of children.

CREATE THE LIFE YOU WANT!

* Make your dreams become real
* Use your time wisely, don't just use it.
* Work with someone that understands the LGBT perspective

Personal Effectiveness Plus!
www.gainingtime.com
414-460-3253




TIM CLAUSEN TO APPEAR
AT OUTWORDS BOOKS
SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH

. 1 Outwords Books will host a
— reading and signing for Tim
Clausen’s “Love Together.”
This unique look into the lives
of longtime gay couples and
how they keep their relation-
ships healthy will begin at
4:00pm on Sat., April 25.
Longtime couples share
candidly in “Love Together”
- how they navigate issues of
"2 4. monogamy, intimacy, com-
- E{”; } munication, money, spiritual-
ity, and parenting. The first military couple in America to
wed, a practicing Buddhist couple who recently cele-
brated their 60th anniversary, a Canadian couple who
produce a line of gay erotic comics, a Christian pop-singing
duo who became parents through surrogacy are just a few
of the longtime couples interviewed. With hundreds of years
of collective experience, these couples share their life wis-
dom and offer practical advice for singles who want to find
a lasting love relationship.

Tim Clausen is a self-taught jazz pianist and jazz histo-
rian. In 1995 he founded and facilitated the Milwaukee Gay
Fathers Group, which ran for ten years and helped launch
atleast one successful long term relationship. Currently sin-
gle, Tim lives with his cat Pepper, who thinks that she is his
girlfriend and that his interest in men is only a phase.

Tim Clausen will offer a presentation and sign copies of
“Love Together “ beginning at 4:00pm on Saturday, April
25th, 2015 at Outwords Books.

This is a free event and all are welcome. Please arrive
early since seating is limited. Outwords Books is located
at 2710 N. Murray Ave. in Milwaukee. For further infor-
mation, please go to www.outwordsbooks.com or call
(414) 963-9089.
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YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT!

Wednesday, April 29th 2015
Prograrm Starts at 5:30 PM | Complimentary Light Meal to Follow
Grand Meridian Banguet Hall 2621 North Oneida Street in Appleton
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An Interview with PrideFest Board Member Jessica Baker

by Paul Masterson.

Transwoman Jessica Baker recently joined
PrideFest's Board of Directors. Her duties include
negotiating trans-issues as they relate to PrideFest,
and, by extension, to Milwaukee’s LGBT commu-
nity. QUEST spoke with Baker about her personal
story and her role on the PrideFest board.

QUEST: Before we begin, can you tell us about
yourself?

Jessica Baker: | was raised in South Milwaukee,
studied at UW-Whitewater, spent 10 years in the
navy, and am now in digital financial services. |
started to transition 2003. | realized | couldn’t avoid
it. At that point | had three kids and an 18 year mar-
riage. But there was no other way to justify being
alive. It was either check out or transition. Since
then I've been estranged from my kids and have
four grand kids I've never seen. Within two months
of hormone replacement therapy, it was clear I had
to rebuild everything from scratch. But, | kept the
same job. | was the first male to female (MTF) at
my company. | identify as gender queer but use
the feminine pronoun.

QUEST: Some say female to male transgender
people have it easier than MTF. Why is that and
how is the trans community addressing it?

Jessica Baker: FTMs blend in socially. The basis
is facial hair. That's a huge gender marker. People
always assume a penis comes with it
Transwomen still struggle to be recognized and
included. The trans community isn’t addressing it.

QUEST: Why did you join PrideFest’s board?

Featuring the musical charm of Mr. Big Note and

Jessica Baker: I've always had strong feelings of
alienation as a transperson at Pride. Even the
Health & Wellness area surveys never addressed
trans issues. | get “he’d” at every vendor. | felt
obligated to help PrideFest be more transgender
inclusive. One issue I'm working on directly is
the binary bathroom situation.

QUEST: That's about a trans person’s ability
to use the bathroom of their gender choice.
What is the current status nationally?

Jessica Baker: There are bathroom bills pending
in states like Florida, Tennessee, and Kentucky.
These would make it illegal for a transperson to
use the bathroom they feel comfortable in. The
bills are driven by people who oppose “men”
using women’s bathrooms. For the most part
transmen blend in. Transwomen don't. If the
laws pass, we could be jailed or fined. A pending
Texas law even offers a bounty to anyone who
turns in trans person.

| worry more so than before when | use a
Women’s Room. I've had confrontations but noth-
ing that ever turned too ugly. Wisconsin isn't yet
there but wherever there are Republican con-
trolled legislatures, it appears to be on their
agenda. And there’s TERF.

QUEST: What is TERF?

Jessica Baker: TERF stands for Trans-exclusion-
ary Radical Feminists. The key word is “exclu-
sionary”. That's a direct affront to the LGBT
concept of inclusion. Like Republicans, they don't
feel transwomen are women and belong in any
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“‘women only” space including bathrooms.

They are a small but loud faction. Their propa-
ganda has filled enough feminists’ minds with that
opinion. People wouldn't care were it not for them.
Our biggest problem is a lack of LGBT and non-
LGBT allies. So TERF has been effective. I've ar-
gued with exclusionary feminists. There’s logic to
their position. To them I'm not a woman, but I'm
also notaman. I'm “me

QUEST: How do you as a trans PrideFest
board member help effect change?

Jessica Baker: Last year a transperson had a
problem in a PrideFest bathroom. | felt it was time
to get engaged. | was surprised how little trans
awareness there was on the PrideFest board but
I'm impressed how engaged and ready its mem-
bers are to address trans issues. They get it. |
know PrideFest can do more to promote the entire
trans umbrella and incorporate trans and gender
identity issues into its mission. My goal is to raise
trans awareness at the festival. Transvestites and
drag queens broke ground for us. But there are
those like me who are living it. Yet we still don't
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guest spcaker Kathy Flores
Saturday, April 25th.

Cocktails and silent auction at 6:00pm
Dinner at 7:00pm and live auction to follow
Stone Cellar at Riverview Gardens
1101 Oneida St. Appleton, W1 54915

Single Ticket: $40
Couples Tickets: $75




exist. Plus, a smaller, very vocal activist group is taking over the trans message
and extreme activism is overwhelming realistic solutions.

I meet with local trans organizations to better understand their issues. Still, we
don't have the numbers to effect the changes we want. Now, more than ever,
we need our allies to stand up with us. However, PrideFest cannot control
how people treat each other. But PrideFest endeavors to make the party en-
joyable for all.

QUEST: And the bathrooms?

Jessica Baker: PrideFest has had a gender neutral bathroom policy since
1996. That's awesome but it was never really publicized. It was understood.
Even so, some under the trans umbrella are uncomfortable with the accom-
modations. They identify as non-gender conforming and feel “erased” be-
cause they have to choose between the Men’s or Women'’s. They want all
gender neutral bathrooms. That would be ideal. It's problematic because pub-
lic bathrooms aren't built that way. We're working on a solution.

Since this interview was conducted, Pridefest issued its official bathroom use
policy announcing expanded access to gender-neutral restrooms and ex-
paining how although always trying to be includsive for all parts of the LGBTQ
community, there are also practical concerns and laws that must be followed.
Please go to quest-online.com or pridefest.com to access the full statement.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

APPLICATIONS FOR PARADE ENTRIES
ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE
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FEATURING ORIGINAL DESIGNS BY OSCAR DE LA RENTA,
GIVENCHY, ALEXANDER MCQUEEN, VALENTINO, DIOR,
YVES SAINT LAURENT, PATRICK KELLY, AND MORE.

Presented in
Milwaukee by:

Mount Mary ffy

This exhibition was developed by the Chicago History
Museum in cooperation with Johnson Publishing
Company, LLC, presented by the Costume Council

of the Chicago History Museum, and toured

by International Arts & Artists, Washington, DC.

ARTsBARTISTS ChicagobtistoryMuscum  Jf

Givenchy by Alexander McQueen, Evening Ensemble,

fall/winter 1997-98. Courtesy of Johnson Publishing Company.

MILWAUKEE
ART MUSEUM

mam.org




Land of Storms (Viharsarok)

Gay men and the wonderfully wacky world
of sport have long been at odds. So many of
Glenn’s cinematic circle, gentlemen of a certain
age all, dreaded the embarrassment of always
being picked last in gym class; to routinely
being banished to the nothingness of right field.
Often told to play deep, Glenn was occasion-
ally forgotten about; left in right field until the ar-
rival of Glenn’s counterpart in the next class
turned up. Or sometimes not even until when
darkness would finally fall.

Now of course we're seeing professional
athletes out and proud and not just from the
so-called suspect sports like figure skating and
synchronized swim. From would-be NFLer
Michael Sam to popular NBA journeyman
Jason Collins, gay athletes increasingly are
bravely challenging the much heralded mascu-
line mystique of the locker room.

It was surely kismet when last week Glenn
received a copy of Coming Out to Play, the
biography of Robbie Rogers, a dead sexy
professional soccer player for the LA Galaxy.

Full confession: Glenn only perused the hand-
ful of photographs accompanying Robbie
Rogers' life story. Still, Glenn felt confident to
suggestAdam Csaszi's sexy and violent debut,
Land of Storms (Viharsarok) for the monthly
cinema night.

The film’s opening sequence firmly establishes
that Szabolcs, nicknamed Szabi (Andras Suto),

is a real boy, a fine athlete never to be banished
to the Siberia of right field. If in fact, that is,

schoolboys in Hungary even play baseball.

Right from the start, we're told that Hungarian
Szabi is the best player on the otherwise Ger-
man soccer team. Rough and tumble to a fault,
Szabi remains unabashed after his enthusias-
tic play leads to giving his coach a pop in the
mouth. In advance of the big match, Szabi joins
in with the rest of the team for matching tattoos
and a bit of communal masturbation, to het

porn, naturally.

Szabi's aggressive play in the big game how-
ever proves disastrous. The locker room is fifty
shades of somber after the game. The coach
even does a 180, “You are a zero, a nothing, a
nobody.” A sexually-charged altercation in the
shower room with his best friend Bernard (Se-
bastian Urzendowsky) leaves Szabi ready to

bail on the beautiful game.

Where Szabi ends up is the tumbledown farm-
house he’s inherited from his grandfather and
the film becomes something of a “Little House
on the Hungarian Prairie.” Since there’s no
studly Michael Landon on hand, Szabi decides
to make do with a young man called Aron
(Adam Varga) who lives nearby. A would-be
builder, Aron offers to help Szabi repair the roof,
partially perhaps as penance for trying to steal

Szabi's scooter.

Shirts are shed under the hot Hungarian sun,
as the two lads set to their task, their relation-
ship growing with each and every broken tile
they replace. Never mind any bothersome, su-
perfluous dialog that might get in the way of the
more tried and true method which here
amounts to looks bursting with longing and
two pair of nipples so pert and erect they are

positively twitching.

Nothing suggests romance to Glenn, after all,
as does a drunken nocturnal ride out into the
countryside culminating with an evocatively

filmed hand job.

Buy it, Rent it, or forget it...
After the opening credlits roll, there is an on-screen
statement alerting moviegoers that Land of Storms
is based on a true story, although the basic narrative
is so familiar as to be archetypal. Just within the
past year or so, Glenn can think of such films as
Malgorzata Szumowska'’s In the Name of, Tomasz
Wasilewski's Floating Skyscrapers and Stephan
Lacant’s Free Fall which similarly explore the
homophobia still prevalent in Eastern Europe, a
homophobia deeply rooted in religious intolerance
and doubly dangerous thanks to a heady, testos-
terone-driven violence.

What separates Land of Storms from these earlier
films is the evocative portrayal of Szabi's journey thanks
largely to Ivan Szabd's deft, deceptively simple screen-
play as well as a powerful yet vulnerable perform-
ance from Andras Suto.

When Szabi flees, he flees not only soccer and the
machismo of the locker room but a life that has been
long dictated by first father and later coach.

Szabi's relationship with Aron proves all the more
remarkable by the tendemess of their intimacy, tender-
ness in stark contrast to the otherwise prevailing un-
dercurrent of violence. True, Szabi experiences a bit
of a wobble, heading back home to a father whose
affection is laced with violence but Szabi knows his
new life is worth fighting for and is soon back home
and back to Aron, determined to stay whatever the
costs after exposing Aron to hostility.

Land of Storms boasts excellent performances, a
fearless portrayal of the homophobia of the rural
regions of Hungary as well as the requisite helping
of male flesh; only the disturbing final scene proving
a serious and deeply disappointing misstep.

Just the facts...

Land of Storms clocks in at 105 minutes and is
in Hungarian and German with English subtitles.
Land of Storms is available on DVD with a SRP:
$24.99 DVD features consist of two TLA Releas-
ing trailers

And so sexy, sleepy-eyed Aron and the darkly, brood-
ing Szabi, possess, at least for a few days, something
of a lost summer. Their gorgeous idyll comes to an
abrupt end after, inexplicably, Aron tells his semi-in-
valided mother that Szabi felt him up and that he allowed
it. Now Glenn had rather thought that matters went well
beyond the felt-up stage, not to put too fine a point to it,
but in any case word soon spreads, as it often does in
small villages such as this. The expected small-town ho-
mophobia is quick to rear its ugly head, leaving first
Szabi beaten and later Aron as well, when the local lad
doesn't heed the warning.

The surprising arrival of Bernard further complicates
matters, an uneasy erotic triangle in the making.
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Faux leopard fur coat? Check. Powder Puff Girls earmuffs? Check. Neon long
johns? Check. No, I'm not appearing in a West Allis fashion show, I'm bundling up
to walk to my mailbox. Welcome to spring in Wisconsin! I'm not sure who pissed off
Mother Nature, but she needs to snap out of it and send us some warm weather. Oh,
well...that old broad isn't going to rain (or snow) on my spring parade. I'm still going
to paint the town red and hope you'll join me.

Meet up with me at Art Bar on April 18 for the annual kickoff party for my charity,
Ruthie’s Kennel Club! We'll enjoy a Saturday Happy Hour (5:00 pm) with free food,
drink specials, raffle prizes and more. Help us roll out a new year of helping animals
in the Greater Milwaukee area by attending this no-cover event.

Speaking of helping animals, don’t miss me at Hybrid Lounge on April 19. Yep! Hy-
brid has drag shows now. Catch Milwaukee’s blond bombshell Nova D'Vine as she
rolls out another installment of her “Bubbles and Beauties” monthly soiree and show.
This month enjoy the bubbly along with BJ Daniels, Shawna Love and me. The fun
starts at 8:00 pm. Swing by and say hello...and buy me champagne.

Until then, let’s step into my Bitchin’ Kitchen and cook up some Wisconsin comfort
food. Macaroni and cheese has been a hot menu item for quite awhile now, and its
popularity doesn't show any signs of waning. That said, here are some stick-to-your-
ribs recipes that jazz up boxed mac and cheese. So simple. So yummy. So damn
good. Cook up one of these finger-licking delights, then eat good and shut up!

RUTHIE’S BITCHIN’ CHILI MAC
I love this tasty way to dress up a box of macaroni and cheese. All you need are a
few canned goods, an onion and a green pepper. It's easy, fast and comforting!

1 (5.5 ounce) box mac & cheese

1/4 cup chopped onion

1/2 cup chopped green pepper

4 tablespoons butter

1 (14 ounce) can chili

1 (12 ounce) can corn, drained

1 (14.5 ounce) can diced tomatoes with green chilies
1/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese

Boil macaroni in a medium pot over medium-high heat until al dente; drain. Meanwhile,
sautee the onion and pepper in butter over medium heat until vegetables are crisp-ten-
der. Stir in chili, corn, tomatoes and content of cheese packet. Simmer for 10 minutes.
Stir in cooked macaroni and top with cheddar cheese. Refrigerate leftovers.

Ruthie’s Culinary Clues

Like it hot? Add a dash of dried red pepper flakes when stirring in the chili. Not a fan
of spicy foods? Replace the tomatoes and green chilies with a can of plain diced
tomatoes. Use canned chili with or without beans. It's your call. Serve this stovetop
dish with Fritos or tortillas chips. Oh, yes! That's how we get fancy at the trailer park!

PESTO MAC & CHEESE

Jarred pesto sauce is a great touch to mac and cheese in this three-ingredient spe-
cialty. Rich and easy (sounds like my cousin Gloria), it's a dish you'll whip up time and
again.

1 (5.5 ounce) box mac & cheese
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
1 cup prepared pesto

Boil macaroni in a medium pot over medium-high heat until al dente; drain. Mean-
while, combine cream and contents of cheese packet in a medium saucepan over
medium heat. Bring to a boil; add pesto. Simmer for 5 minutes. Add macaroni and
heat through. Refrigerate leftovers.

Ruthie’s Culinary Clues

This is a great side dish to serve alongside any entrée, or, add some
cooked chopped ham or chicken to make it meal. Round out the
pasta with a green salad and breadsticks or garlic bread.

GO-BREWERS MAC & CHEESE

This combination of cheesy pasta and barbecue sauce may sound
unique, but you'll friggin’love it! | promise. Applesauce is the secret
ingredient that adds just a touch of sweetness to the savory dinner.
It's great if you're feeding kids!

1 (5.5 ounce) box mac & cheese

1/4 cup milk

4 tablespoons butter

1/2 cup barbecue sauce

2 tablespoons applesauce

1 (10 ounce) can diced tomatoes, drained
4 cooked hot dogs, sliced

Boil macaroni in a medium pot over medium-high heat until al dente;
drain. Return macaroni to pot and stir in milk, butter and contents of
cheese packet. Stir until well combined. Combine barbecue sauce
and applesauce in a large pot over medium heat. Add tomatoes, hot
dogs and macaroni and cheese. Heat through. Refrigerate leftovers.

Ruthie’s Culinary Clues

The higher quality the dogs, the better this one-dish meal will be.
Look for all-beef franks. I'm partial to Hebrew National Franks — the
best hot dog in the universe. If desired, you can stir in a can of chili
beans or a little cayenne pepper.

Can't get enough of the Bitchin’ Kitchen? Check out the Web series,
“Ruthie’s Bitchin’ Kitchen” at www.RuthiesBitchinKitchen.com and
‘like” the Facebook page of the same name. Send YOUR recipes to
Ruthie and get a free T-shirt. Submit your best dish to DearMsRuthie
@ Yahoo.com today!

THEY WEAR THEIR

JUST AS WELL
AS SHE DOES.

Adopted dogs Roxie & Rocce and entertainer Dear Ruthie
believe local pride starts with local pets. They support
shelters and rescues that do, too.

Visit - |
for a list of shelters and rescues that Adopt Local.
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Gordially Yours

by Mich a'el Johnston

Happy April - it's no joke & I'm not fooling. File your
taxes & enjoy the improving weather! Spring has fi-
nally sprung and April Fool's Day — be damned we're
together once again. An exciting month ahead, please
readon ...

To launch this month — Off The Wall Theatre 127
East Wells Street - the home of Wisconsin Artist of
the Year — Dale Gutzman offers up “Odyssey” —
based on the epic by Homer. This time out Dale and
John Angelo prepared their unique view on this work,
starring: Claudio Parrone, Jr., Jacqueline Roush,
Patrick McCann, Jeremy C. Welter, Max Gutzman
and John Angelo (co-producer) 414-484-8874
www.ofthewalltheatre.com/ the run begins April 1- 12
Al seats: $25. In this time of “Wounded Warriors”
and “Honor Flights” - - this production salutes the he-
roes among us, living in agony, fighting to get back
home. Come share the journey.

Thursday, April 9" BMO Harris Bradley Center hosts
the return of “The Solitary Man” who is “Forever in
Blue Jeans” Neil Diamond! To be there —please visit
bmoharrisbradleycenter.com TicketMaster. So thrilled
we have these giants of the musical industry in our
midst! Last month The Bradley Center was home to
Barry Manilow! His Farewell Tour, at 72, he isn't re-
tiring or not performing - - just no longer extensive
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touring. He has played Milwaukee 14 times in 40
years. | had the pleasure of singing back up for
Manilow three times, being a part the Cream City
Chorus (thanks to The Florentine’s and former CCC
Director Scott S. Stewart)! Barry was fabulous in
spite of a nasty nasal/cold issue that everyone had!
His “Fanilows” still loved him and celebrated him and
rightfully so. | was a guest of The Cream City Foun-
dation and their new President/CEO Peter Holbrook
and his husband noted architect/artist Tom Hoffman,
Board President Paul Milakovich and Terri Coughlin.
Others enjoying the Man “Who Writes The Songs”
were Carlton Stansbury, Esq., Chad Ellingboe, Wes
Shaver, Erika & Anne & many more. What fun!
Next Act Theatre (Intimate and Powerful) 255
South Water Street 278-0765 mounts “Ten Ques-
tions To Ask Your Biology Teacher About Evolution”
by Stephen Massicotti Thursday, April 9" — Sunday,
May 3. Arolling World Premiere. Masicotti's other
works: “Mary’'s Wedding” and “The Clockmaker”.
Seeing is (not always) believing. Love this theater —
brand spanking new and convenient parking!
“Lettice and Lovage” by Peter Shaffer — Enlarge!
Enliven! Enlighten! Lettice Douffet Friday, April 10 —
Sunday, May 3. This is a charming and hilarious
British comedy, written for Dame Maggie Smith

(“Downton Abbey’s Grand Duchess Violet) delivered
to us here in Brew Town by Renaissance Theater-
works The Broadway Center 158 North Broadway
273-0880 broadwaytheatrecenter.com This show
has a great cast- Laura Gordon, perhaps Milwau-
kee’s answer to Dame Maggie, Carrie Hitchcock —
perhaps our very own Dame Judi Dench and directed
by Miss Jenny Wanasek. The Renaissance’s Roman
Holiday Salon Soiree is Thursday, May 21st The Wis-
consin Club 900 West Wisconsin Avenue 2™ Floor
Ball Room 6 pm. Noted actress Concetti Tomei of
“China Beach”, “Murphy Brown”, “Providence” and
many more credits will entertain — celebrating
“Roman Holiday” - the Audrey Hepburn version
leave all togas at home!

To close out the 40™ Season of The Milwaukee
Chamber Theatre 158 North Broadway The Cabot
Theatre of The Broadway Center — Margaret
Raether’s “Jeeves Take A Bow". Thursday, April 16
- Sunday, May 3
milwaukeechambertheatre.com.

Mr. Hal Holbrook is “Mark Twain Tonight” Monday,
April 20 7:30 pm Uihlein Hall of The Marcus Center
for the Performing Arts. One night only, to see this
Tony winning Play — and this American iconic treas-
ure in his signature role of Samuel Clemens AKA
Mark Twain - - not to be missed.

Mil-M-Aids — Milwaukee & Madison Against AIDS
—afundraiser for The Holton Street Clinic takes place
on Saturday, April 25" Registration 11:30 am, Bowl-
ing 1:00 pm JB's on41 4040 South 27" Street 281-
8200 $30in advance, $35 at the day of the event. 30
years of sharing fun & funds and bowling! ~ Kudos
to Debi Vance & Cindy Olsheske and Bob (BoBo)
Glienicki and Rick (Candy Stick) Steiner for their im-
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pressive dedication for three decades! And of
course all our good sports Patrick, Keith and Jason
from our State Capitol that volunteer to make this
spring fling a must on every calendar. | never bowl,
but do attend!

The Florentine Opera Company’s next production
and final for the season is Gaetano Donizetti's “The
Elixir of Love” (L elisir d’ amore) May 8 and 10 —
Sung in ltalian, with English super caps to translate.
The Camerata Opera Party is scheduled for Sun-
day, April 26 7 pm Movida 524 South Second Street
a free celebration brought to the Community by The
Cream City Foundation and The Joseph R. Pabst
Fund of The Greater Milwaukee Foundation. Drinks,
Delectable, with an Aria & Songs and a Bar Talk with
Artists from The Opera - I'm your scheduled host!
See You then ...

In Tandem Theatre 628 North 10th Street 271-
1371 www.intandemtheatre.org offering a season
with a lot of heart! Has “Little by Little” Thursday,
April 30 — Sunday, May 24th by Brad Ross, Ellen
Greenfield, Hal Hackady and Annette Jolles. Afast
paced, witty, romantic romp — perfect for this time of
the year!

It may be in May — but very early in May and you
have to make your reservations now to “electrify the
promise” the Make A Promise Dinner and Auction
benefitting ARCW (the AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin) Saturday, May 2, Derby Day, The Wis-
consin Center. This year will also offer BidPal so
you know their dynamic Silent Auction will be state
ofthe art. Can't wait to see what Mary Hartwig, “Tall”
Tony Bilot and Kristin Wollenberg “turn on” for us this
year! Electric Daisy Carnival (EDC) is hint... | had
a tres magnificent time last year! The evening be-
gins —civilly with cocktails and silent auction at 5:30
pm, Dinner will follow at 7:30 pm, 9:30 pm — Mid-
night — The Dance Party to “electrify” your evening.

Megin McDonnell is the Interim Executive
Director of Fair Wisconsin, since Katie Belanger
has departed.

Dr. Peter Holbrook is the New President and CEO
of The Cream City Foundation. A celebration was
held at The Potawatomi Hotel, Serenity Room and
a virtual who's who was there - - Cindy Olsheske
and Peter Nys of PN Promotions, Kerry Shannon of
Residence 612 North Broadway, Marty Hintz & Pam
Percy, Dan Mueller of ARCW, Tracey Carson & Bill
Zaferos, Deborah Unger, Jerry Janis and Mary H.
Nelson all of Aurora Health Care, Elaine Maly & Tom
Taubert, Marybeth Budisch of The Greater Milwau-
kee Foundation, Dr. Robert Starshak & Ross
Draegert of The Birch Lodge Fund, Tony Rhodes,
Paul Matthews of The Marcus Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Tom (TC) Hoffman, Bill Morley, Kate
Venne, The CCF Board: Paul Milakovich, Jim
Schleif, Jose Milan, Dan Sawall, Renee Kimberger,
Terri Coughlin, Griselda Aldrete, Syd Robinson,
Juan Carrasquillo, and Rob Doerfler-Eckstein as
well as countless other family, friends, neighbors and
interested/interesting bystanders.

Paul Milakovich of Marquette University and Board
President announced a Fund he is forming as well
a teeny, tiny Fund, The Valentine Fund that is hope-
fully going to do good works and good will for ARCW
—ininstituting an Art Therapy Program.

In last month’s effort | made mention that The Mar-
cus Center was to release next season’s selections
I hinted with “Kinky Boots and “42nd Street” - - well

the boots were right, where you can wear them have
changed... sorry no “42nd Street”. However, | know
you'll love their line up - - more hits than you can
shake a Tony at! “Dirty Dancing” will play and no
one puts Baby in the corner! “Come and Have the
Time of Your Life” with this pop favorite Tuesday, Oc-
tober 16 — Sunday, October 11. Back by “Popular”
demand “Wicked" this bewitching Broadway favorite
will cast a spell on you, come and “Defy Gravity!”
Wednesday, November 4 — Sunday, November 15
a great pre-Thanksgiving Family Feast!

“Newsies” kicks off the New Year 2016 January 5
— 16 — Their debut will make headline news here.
Disney is very proud of this trophy earning 2012 hit.
In conjunction with their Golden Anniversary — it's
“Cabaret” once more Tuesday, February 23 — Sun-
day, February 28. Come to the Kit Kat Klub, you
know you'll always be Wilkommen. Tuesday, April 5
— Sunday, April 10 another premiere “Once” the
2012 Tony Award's Best Musical. This award winner
tells the story of a Dublin street musician’s path to ro-
mance, success and all the complexities that come
with life. This barn burner of season - - well worth its
weight in Tony gold strut out with “Kinky Boots” an-
other new show, lots of awards, featuring the mar-
riage of the talents of: Cyndi Lauper, Harvey
Fierstein and Jerry Mitchell. These Boots were
made for viewing and that’s just what you'll want to
do ... To Subscribe or purchase tickets 414-273-
2787 929 North Water Street Uihlein Hall You
haven't lived until you've seen The Marcus' Maven
Paul Matthews sport those infamous red sequent
foot wear almost as famous as Dorothy'’s.

Talk about clever segues there is an exciting new
project out there called “The Sound of Oz” — a doc-
umentary based on the phenomenal musical score
of the classic movie “The Wizard of Oz". Aaron Har-
burg — the great grandson of lyricist E.Y. “Yip” Har-
burg, (Harburg with Harold Arlen created all the
terrific tune-age of Oz) and Ryan Jay plan to make
this rainbow come true. Unfortunately this much
needed salute can not come to fruition without You!
Please visit the trailer and website- - www.the-
soundofozmovie.com and see if you can invest in
their journey in taking us all back to Oz and beyond!
This is a gift for the ages! When time permits please
scan my exclusive interview with this project’s pro-
ducer Ryan Jay in this very issue!

Happy Fifth Anniversary of success and fun times
to Nate and Crew of the Hybrid Lounge. Thanks for
adding so much to Brady and Van Buren.

Five years is nothing in comparison to “Papa” Joe
celebrating eight decades of decadence! Congrat-
ulations and my very best wishes to Joe Mallien on
turning 80 - - You're an inspiration to us all!

What a smashing time | had at Collin & Matt's St.
Patrick's Day Gala! Starting at 12:30 pm and going
strong until after midnight! Talk about the spirit of
the Irish! Who needs a green river when you have
these two bon vivants?

So sad to report the passing of Vernon (Vern)
Haag, we all remember Vern from his serving days
at The M&M Club. As of late he was enhancing din-
ers at Sebastian’s Restaurant in Racine. | “worked”
with Vern only one memorable time - when he com-
peted for Mr. Harbor Room — The First Mr. H.R. that
is and | believe out of 10 or 12 Contestants he got
the sash and the hearts of all present. What a
charmer — a true gentle, sweet soul — sleep well ...

March, 2015 Bucket List

April 1 April Fool's Day — Beware!
April 1 —12 “Odyssey” Off The Wall Theatre
E Wells Street www.offthewalltheatre.com
414-484-8874
April 3 Good Friday
April 4 Passover begins
April 5 Easter
April 9 Neil Diamond In Concert
BMO Harris Bradley Center 1001 North 4" St.
Bmoharrisbradleycenter.com  TicketMaster
April 9 — May 3 “Ten Questions To Ask Your
Biology Teacher About Evolution” Next Act
Theatre 255 S Water St 414-278-0765
April 10 - May 3 “Lettice and Lovage”
Renaissance Theaterworks The Broadway Center
158 N Broadway broadwaytheatrecenter.com
414-273-0880
April 15 Tax Day
April 16 — May 3 “Jeeves Takes A Bow”
The Milwaukee Chamber Theatre The Cabot
Theatre of The Broadway Center
158 N Broadway milwaukeechambertheatre.com
April 20 “Mark Twain Tonight” Starring Hal Holbrook
Uihlein Hall The Marcus Center
929 North Water Street 414-273-7121
April 22 Earth Day
April 24 Teach Children To Save Day
April 25 March of Dimes National March for Babies
April 25 Mil-M-AIDS, a Bowl-a-thon to benefit
The Holton Street Clinic
JB’'s on 41 4040 South 27" Street 414-281-8200
April 26  Camarata Opera Party celebrating “The
Elixir of Love” Movida 524 South Second Street
April 29 Denim Day, International Day to Salute
the Survivors of Sexual Abuse
April 30 — May 24 “Little By Little” In Tandem Theatre
628 N 10" St www.intandemtheatre.org 414-271-1371
May 2 Kentucky Derby
May 2 Make A Promise Dinner to benefit ARCW
“electrify the promise” Wisconsin Center 400 W Wis
Ave Kristin.wollenberg@ARCW.org 414-225-1570

Forgive me a bit of shameless self-promotion — but
I must share the unfortunate news that my gig at The
Red Star Cocktail Club, upstairs of The Trocadero is
now history. It was a dream job with wonderful col-
leagues! Thank You Lance Lanigan and Chad
Ellingboe for taking a chance on me. John Seitz,
Alyssa Russo, Chris, Danny and Olianna Peer-
Drake it was bliss working and learning from you.
Red Star is now closed for remodeling and will re-
merge again I'm sure, please watch Face Book. It's
just unfortunate that our Star tumed into a Nova (not
to be confused with the popular Super Star Nova
D'vine) and crashed too soon! Once again | have
my Fridays free, anyone for a fish fry? Itis Lent...
anyone hiring?

Food time - - We're running a little long —why don’t
| turn the dinner table on you and have you share
with me where You like to dine, especially now that
itis so beautiful and everyone wants to sup el fresco
(Dining outdoors).

As always and I'm not fooling — it's the glamor, not
the grammar — even with spring fever as | remain
still Cordially yours,.



Megawoof - WOOF’S 8YR ANNIVERSARY PARTY

DJ John Murges provided the music. The evening included
special appearances from the Mad City Sisters Inc. (Sisters of
Perpetual Indulgence) and Titan Men exclusive Hunter Marx who
mingled with patrons and handed out free drink coupons. Toby
Sigle attended patrons at our Leather Market and Raven per-
formed a flogging demo. The final contestants pictures were
taken for our “Furry Bear” commemorative anniversary T-shirt
contest, the winner will be announced later in the week. Several
times throughout the night we briefly reached occupancy capac-
ity and had a short line forming at the door, the total attendance
estimate was around 200.

See photos from Megawoof on the next page or online in
our photo gallery at www.quest-online.com

Statement from the Owners:

MEGAWOOF....MEGA comes from the Greek megas, meaning
“great’ and WOOF (according to the URBAN dictionary) an adjec-
tive used to describe a sexy guy! 2015 marks our 8-year anniver-
sary and we've certainly had our share of GREATNESS and SEXY
GUYS....thanks to you! We've been fortunate enough to make and
grow many friendships over the past eight years as well as main-
tain a consistent presence as Madison’s premier downtown gay
men’s, Levi, leather, bear, and sports bar! Thank you for your pa-
tronage and support! All kidding aside...we have strived to create
a warm, friendly, welcoming space for all members of our LGBT
Community as well as for Madisonians in general. This past year
celebrated the inception of our monthly Saddle Up Saturday events-
celebrating Country Western Music and dancing-hosted by some
of our own Cowboy patrons, AFREE concert featuring Interational
Music star Matt Alber, numerous monthly themed events including
the most recent visit from The Castaways MC club of Milwaukee
and one of the most celebrated dart league nights in town. The
many memories we've collected are overwhelming, including the
amazing contributions made by our MADD DAWGS teams to ben-
efit AIDS Network, ARCW, The Rodney Scheel House and other
local and statewide charities. Our efforts with the Drag Down Can-
cer benefit, Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools (GSAFE), Out-
Reach, Perfect Harmony Men's Chorus, Stage Q, The Mad City
Sisters as well as a host of sporting organizations (darts, bowling,
hockey, rugby, volleyball and softball) that have truly enriched our
community, as well as our own lives. We are honored to continue
to bring our community “WOOF PRIDE"—our own block party on
King Street—as well as to be associated with OUTREACH as they
continue to grow Madison Pride with the rebirth of the Pride Parade
and Rally. This year’s PRIDE kicks off on Sunday August 9th and
spans an entire week with events and celebrations city wide, when
Madison also plays host to the IGLFA (International Gay Lesbian
Football League) including our famous SPIT-N-SEAMEN Boat
cruise and BLOCK PARTY on August 15th featuring DJJM, FUR-
RLESQUE, MATT ALBER and culminating with BEARRACUDA
the NUMBER 1 BEAR DANCE EVENT in the country. PRIDE...
Not only in our diversity and community but in our history as welll A
heartfelt THANKS to all of our current and past staff members
who've helped us achieve or many successes over the years! One
of the goals we set out to achieve when we opened was to create
an environment where everyone felt welcome, where you could ex-
press yourself comfortably and completely without judgment and
where you could meet friends old and new-where the spirit of com-
munity was celebrated and encouraged and you left feeling like
you'd been to visit a friend’s house instead of a bar-We're happy to
say, thanks to all of you, we've achieved that goal!

Dino & Jason

u;g. 29and3012035
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Contact Darrin and Bryow for demails
8666620384 or information@chanticleerguesthouse.com

*weekend for.men with reservations only*







And now for another installment of Ruthie’s
bitchin’kitchen..... . APRIL FOOLS! Yea okay
so it wasn't really a good one. It's April and
that mean Pride is just two months away! |
hear the Parade is shaping up to be a great
one, check out all the hype about it on the
Milwaukee Pride Parade’s Website at

www.prideparademke.org. Also on the topic
of pride, how about that Pridefest. Pridefest is
putting some serious effort into the trans hap-
piness factor this year, check out their site for
more info at www.pridefest.com. Don't for-

get that both of these great organizations are
on Facebook as well @Milwaukee Pride Pa-
rade and @Pridefest Milwaukee respectively.
Also as a side note both of these organiza-
tions really do need your help every year! So
get out there and volunteer!

Well seeing as | have gobbled up enough
of my space on promotions for the commu-
nity, so let's get to it. As | sat at a local wa-
tering hole last night destroying my liver an
old friend talked to me about his piercing, and
he had a question about his piercings. The

question was about a common problem but
is almost never asked in my professional
time in the shop, “Why do my Piercings
smell? | have had them for years!”

There is actually a simpler reason for the
smell, cleanliness. The smell is actually
caused by dead skin. Your body sheds skin
all the time and normally this dead skin just
falls away and creates the dust the we all
love so much. Well, when this happensina
piercing the dead skin cells cannot fall away
and get trapped between the jewelry and
your skin. The trapped skin then begins to do
what all biological materials do when they
die, they rot. The smell you are smelling is
actually rotting flesh. It's perfectly normal and
is nothing to be worried about. Additionally,
the larger the piercing is, the faster (and more
pungent) the smell will be.

To keep this smell at bay all you really need
to do keep cleaning your piercings even after
they are healed. At least once to twice a
week, or anytime you take a shower, take the
jewelry out of your piercing and dismantle it

354 E National Ave
(414) 272-KRUZ
OPEN DAILY 3:00 PM - CLOSE

SUNDAY APRIL 12, 2015
CASTAWAYS BEER BUST (3 -7 PM)

totally if possible. Then give it a really good scrub with the soap
of your choosing (although be careful of soaps on Bone, Wood,
Ivory, Plastic, glass as some soaps can damage your jewelry,
talk to your piercer for more details on this) and then rinse thor-
oughly. After doing this your piercing will remain stink free for
a few days before you need to repeat the process.

One trick to keep the smell away for even longer is after you
take a shower leave the jewelry out for about 15-30 minutes
this will allow the skin inside the piercing to dry out and not stay
soaking wet for a long period of time thus causing even more
skin loss and increasing the stink factor by a bunch!

Any who lets get to some reader mail.

Brent, My BF has a piercing down below and | want to
know if he can get more, | really like the one he has and
would like him to get more! -- Thanks, Jo

Well Jo, your question is a little vague. What piercing does he
have? Where is it placed? You see Jo these are the things |
need to know as | have no idea what the hell your Boyfriend’s
penis looks like! You may carry around a mental picture of it
everywhere you go but | don't so | need a little clarification on
this! But | guess | could take a stab at answering this question.
It really depends on what piercing he has, if itis a P.A., ampal-
lang or apadravya, then odds are there will not be enough room
to do a second one, although | have seen it done and done it to
people myself. Most of the other piercings you can get more of
by just moving the placement somewhere else. If you want to
know more Jo, then contact your friendly neighborhood piercer.

Well it seems | have run out of space again. Don't forget about
the Milwaukee Pride Parade at www.prideparademke.org and
Pridefest at www.pridefest.com, or their respective Facebook
pages for updates on all the wonderful stuff going on for Pride
Month. Until next time have a great month of April and have
some fun this April fools!

M.A.U.L BEAR NIGHT
SATURDAY APRIL 18, 2015
(10 TO CLOSE)




Avant-Gande

Changing the face of the earh¥onelneedielataltine]

Pl "ase check out our.web.site at
Wiw.avant=garde-piercing.com

Body Pi‘e'?c on the Game?
Then you need a team that hasfas big a drive as you do!
At Avant-Garde body Piercing, they know &
what you:want and how to get you there, =

7219 W. Greenfield Ave. West Allis, Wil
(414)607-4068

SOUTHEASTERN WI (262)
ICON 6305 120th (Off I-94) Kenosha (262)857-3240 www.club-icon.com

JoDee’s 2139 Racine St Racine (262)634-9804

>
|

o

WISGCONSIN LGBT BAR GUIDE
LACROSSE/MADISON (608)

Impulse 132 W. Grand Ave Beloit, (608)361-0000

My Place 3201 South Ave LaCrosse (608)788-9073

Players 300 4th St, La Crosse (608)784-4200

Chances R 417 Jay St, La Crosse (608)782-5105

Club 5 Bar/Restaurant 5 Applegate Ct Madison, (608)277-9700

Plan B 924 Williamson Street, Madison

Shamrock 117 W Main Madison (608)255-5029

SOTTO 303 N Henry St Madison

WOOF’S 114 King Street, Madison (608)204-6222 www.madwoofs.com
Captain Dix (Rainbow Valley Resort) 4124 River Road WI Dells (866)553-1818

NORTHEASTERN WI (920)
Bottom End Bar (Gay friendly) 2828 N Ballard Rd, Appleton 920-830-2137
Rascals Bar & Grill 702 E. Wisconsin, Appleton (920)954-9262

Round A Bout 1264 Main St Green Bay, WI 54302 920-544-9544

Napalese 1351 Cedar Green Bay (920)432-9646

No Limits 500 N. Baird St Green Bay (920)-544-4963

THE SHELTER 730 N. Quincy St.Green Bay 920-432-2662

XS Niteclub 1106 Main Street, Green Bay

The Remixx 8386 State Rd 76 Neenah 54956 (920)725-6483

Debs Spare Time 1303 Harrison St Oshkosh (920)235-6577

Blue Lite 1029 N 8th, Sheboygan (920)457-1636

Club Nautilus 434 Pennsylvania Ave. Sheyboygan (920)451-0355

NORTHERN WISCONSIN (715)

The Lounge 2823 London Rd., Eau Claire, (715) 952-3456
Scooters 411 Galloway Eau Claire (715)835-9959

JT’s Bar and Grill 1506 N. 3rd Superior (715)-394-2580

The Flame 1612 Tower Ave Superior, WI (715)395-0101

The Main 1217 Tower Ave Superior, WI (715)392-1756

0Z 320 Washington St, Wausau www.totheoz.com (715)842-3225

MILWAUKEE (414)

Art Bar 722 Burleigh, (414)372-7880

DIX 739 S 1st Street

Fluid 819 South 2nd (414)643-5843

Harbor Room 117 E Greenfield (414)672-7988
Hybrid 707 E Brady St (414)810-1809

KRUZ 354 E.National (414)272-KRUZ

LaCage (lower & main floor) Montage (Upper) 801S 2nd, (414)383-8330
Nut Hut 1500 W Scott (414)647-2673

Studio 200 200 E Washington St

This Is It 418 E Wells (414)278-9192

Two 718 E. Burleigh St.

Walker’s Pint 818 S 2nd St (414)643-7468
Woody’s 1579 S 2nd (414) 672-0806

Holton Street Clinic Inc.
dba STD Specialties Clinic

3251 N. Holton St. Milwaukee WI, 53212
414-264-8800 Find us on Facebook also!

Mon. Wed. Thurs. 8-4, Tues. 8:30-3,
& every other Fri 8:30-12:30
& Alternating Sat. clinic from 9-12
for gay/bisexual men Call for schedule

April 2015 Outreach Schedule
FREE HIV & SYPHILIS Testing at:

LGBT Community Center, Wed. 1st, 5:30-8
Woodys, Thurs. 2nd, 9-11
Fluid, Mon. 6th, 9:30-11:30
Kruz, Fri. 10th 7-9
LaCage, Wed. 22nd, 10-1ish
Club Icon, 24th, 9:30-12:30 (Kenosha)

YELLOW CAB

GREEN BAY, Wi

Fing Jewelry &
Original {drtwork

W 862871 3. Marketplace
2.7 Oak Creek, WI 53154
(414) 764-3892
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LEATHER & BEAR PRIDE
CAMP OUT

JUNE 19 -21
Hilbert, WI

; RAINBOW VALLEY RESORT
$95 __ ARTISTGLEN DININGROOM

Includes your campsite,
Jood, beer, and soda

Live DJ Friday and Saturday Night

More information at

www.argenautsofivi.com
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ALEX NEWELL
BETTY WHO

CRYSTAL BOWERSOX
DERRICK BARRY
SANDRA VALLS

DJDREW G
GGOOLLDD

DJ CHRIS COX
ERYN WOODS

DJ BRET LAW
BRODY RAY

AVID HERNANDEZ
DJ JOE GAUTHREAU
BJ DANIELS

DJ HECTOR FONSECA
and more!

ANI DIFRANCO -t e RENATIE
EN VOGUE
TY HERNDON

and TRANNIKA REX
=== special opening ceremonies

a Bperformance by ALEX NEWELL
000 wwwPhridefestcom  xov Lite

GRAB QUEST
U] GREATER MILWAUKEE Fromitm Water N6 7‘9
s ey tpecens, D8 | BEST]) MKELGBT
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