




By Mike Fitzpatrick
As has become our custom, for our final issue of
2009 Quest invites our readers to take a look back
on the top 10 Wisconsin and top 10 world & na-
tional stories of the year plus our top five predic-
tions for 2010.
Despite the sour economy and the economic tur-

moil it caused, 2009 turned out to be a landmark
year for everyone in the Wisconsin LGBT commu-
nity. It was first time in over two decades that pro-
gay legislation was passed in the state legislature.
It was also a year when the Religious Right lost a
pair of battles and Milwaukee’s PrideFest broke its
all-time attendance record.
Perhaps more importantly it was a year filled with

stories of personal courage and triumph. The per-
sonal quests of two unlikely heroes from Oshkosh
- a curmudgeonly college professor and a fresh-
faced gay College Democrat in a long-distance re-
lationship - reminded us all of the difference that a
single individual can make in our collective strug-
gle for full equality. --Oh yeah, Quest also shed
light on the long whispered about same-sex rela-
tionship of Wisconsin’s most well-known anti-gay
agitator. It was a very good year!

Quest’s Top 10 Wisconsin Stories of 2009
1. Wisconsin Same-Sex Domestic Partnership
Registry Enacted. After taking a step backward
in 2006, the nation’s first “gay rights” state once
again marched forward on its journey to full gay
equality with the inception August 3 of a
statewide domestic partnership registry for same-
sex couples. In the process Wisconsin became the
very first state in the U.S. with a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage and civil
unions to enact any sort of formal but limited legal
protections for committed gay and lesbian partner
who choose to register their relationships.

Gay marriage foes decried the incorporation of
the legislation into the biennial budget process,
while some progressives scoffed at the “21% mar-
riages” because the 43 enacted domestic partner
protections failed to address a number of financial
and custodial issues most gay couples face.

The DP registry was also a victory for Fair Wis-
consin, the statewide LGBT civil rights organiza-

tion that did a lion’s share of the behind-the scenes
heavy lifting for the registry proposal. Fair coordi-
nated the critical legal research, coalition building
among fair-minded partners, advocacy with gay
couples across the state, and consultation with
supportive members of both the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches to help craft a proposal that
would be palatable to the slim Democrat majorities
in both the Assembly and the Senate yet also pass
the 2006 amendment’s “substantially similar” lan-
guage barrier.

The registry’s enactment demonstrated Fair’s
ability to move beyond the 20th Century “gay
identity” model of factional political advocacy to a
new millennium philosophy “negotiation among
equals” style. Fair’s success also reflected the solid
respect the organization has achieved in the last
three years for its ability to help elect fair-minded
lawmakers. Moreover, the Wisconsin DP registry
and it enactment process are now being reviewed
by LGBT civil rights organizations in many of the
thirty other states with constitutional marriage
bans as a lesson plan to achieve similar success.

For all these reasons, the Wisconsin Same-Sex
Domestic Partner Registry is Quest’s top Wiscon-
sin story of 2009.

2. Wisconsin Supreme Court Hears Marriage
Amendment Lawsuit.
When voters had the op-
portunity to decide on
whether the so-called
Wisconsin Marriage
Amendment should be
adopted in November
2006, were they cheated
out of deciding two dis-
tinct questions about gay
marriage and civil unions, or were they merely de-
ciding about one question with a pair of closely-re-
lated parts?
That was the crux of the two opposing arguments

heard last November 3 as the one-time, one-man
pro se lawsuit against the ballot measure brought
by University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh professor
William McConkey had it day in front of the jus-
tices of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.

The lawsuit focuses on the voting and referen-
dum process, not the validity of same-sex mar-
riages or civil unions as gay marriages still will be
illegal in Wisconsin whether the court sustains or
rejects the amendment’s wording.

Wisconsin voters adopted the amendment in
2006 by a 59-41% margin. A year later McConkey
began his self-represented suit in Dane County
Circuit Court. McConkey lost the case and ap-
pealed. The appeals court later declined to rule on
the case, asking the Supreme Court to take it up
because of its statewide importance.

The Court is expected to rule on the McConkey
case by next summer. But in reaching the pinnacle of
legal review this year in his 2 1/2 year quixotic jour-
ney to safeguard his lesbian daughter’s full equality,
Bill McConkey has earned the runner-up spot in
Quest’s Top 10 Wisconsin Gay Stories of 2009.

3. Fundies Foiled As West Bend Library Board
Rejects Anti-Gay Book Restrictions. It was a
story that captivated gay youth and freedom of
speech advocates throughout most of the Spring of
2009. Fundamentalist blogger and Star Trek fan
Ginny Maziarka discovered and began blogging
about a five-year old page deeply embedded in West
Bend Library website that listed a variety of books
that addressed gay and lesbian issues. Maziarka and
her husband issued a request that demanded the li-
brary board remove books that the couple consid-
ered to be “child pornography” from the Young
Adult section of the library and the deletion of the
offending web page. They also asked for “equal time”
on LGBT issues by the addition of books on so-called
“reparative” therapy and testimonials by “ex-gay”
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men and women to the library stacks.
Matters first came to a head when Maziarka used

her “WISSUP = Wisconsin Speaks Up” blog to gen-
erate a crowd so big that a public meeting of the
board of the West Bend Community Memorial Library
had to be shut down March 3. The meeting was
rescheduled, then bumped again amid escalating al-
legations on both sides.
After a two hour hearing on June 2, the West Bend

Library Board by a vote of 9-0 rejected efforts by the
Maziarkas and their supporters to restrict access of
young adults to the books. In addition to the testi-
mony, petitions were submitted by the Maziarkas and
a local anti-censorship group with the latter’s signa-
tures outnumbering the Maziarkas’ by 1,068 to less
than 700. The June meeting - held in the 600-seat
gymnasium - was only one-third full.

The Library Board’s 9-0 vote included four “nays”
from members whose appointments were not re-
newed by the West Bend Common Council The
council voted to deny the renewal requests because
they felt the library board had been stonewalling the
Maziarkas. Board members had countered that the
board was following the advice of the city’s attorneys
who sought to avoid lawsuits on the issue.
At year’s end the West Bend Community Memorial
Library was the recipient of the 2009 Robert B. Downs
Intellectual Freedom Award. Ginny Maziarka contin-
ues blogging on WISSUP about the issue, but has
also expanded to opposing “socialist” health care re-
form and complaining about the “Communist Christ-
mas tree in the White House.”

44..  WWiissccoonnssiinn  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  RReejjeeccttss  AApppplliinngg’’ss
DDPP  LLaawwssuuiitt.. Though it may appear to be a sidebar
to Quest’s top story of 2009, the twists and turns of
a right-wing anti-gay group’s constitutional challenge
to the new  domestic partner registry for gay couples
also captivated activists both right and left during the
summer and fall of this year. 
The long-promised right-wing challenge arrived last

July 23 - less than two weeks prior to the registry’s
start date - in the form of a petition for an original ac-
tion filed directly to the state’s Supreme Court by
Wisconsin Family Action (WFA), the lobbying arm of
the better-known Wisconsin Family Council. The
WFA suit claimed the registry violates a state Con-
stitutional amendment banning gay marriage or any
similar status. 
Court action on the case was delayed when Repub-

lican Wisconsin Attorney J. B. Van Hollen announced
August 21 that he won’t defend the state against the
suit because he felt the partner registry was uncon-
stitutional. Van Hollen’s reasoning directly conflicted
statements he made in 2005 suggesting the then pro-
posed amendment would not prohibit the state’s
lawmakers from creating such a registry. 

Because of the Attorney General’s last-minute re-
fusal, the court extended the deadline for the state’s
response to the WFA until September 22. Governor
Doyle subsequently appointed Madison attorney
Lester Pines to defend the state in the WFA lawsuit. 
The high court finally denied the petition from Julaine

Appling and two other board members of the WFA
November 4. The court rejected the case without
comment.  Lambda Legal and Fair Wisconsin, the two
groups leading the defense of the recently-enacted
registry, applauded the court’s decision.
In the lead-up to the court ruling, a Quest investiga-

tion pointed out that lead litigant Appling herself ap-

peared to be eligible for a same-sex domestic part-
nership. The never-married, 60-something Appling
and her long time college chum “sister” and co-
worker M. Diane Westphall jointly own a home in
Watertown.

55..  OOsshhkkoosshh  MMaann  FFiigghhttss  TToo  FFrreeee  PPaarrttnneerr  FFrroomm
““EExx--GGaayy””  CCaammpp..  During the months of June and

July many in the gay community learned of the sad
story of 23 year-old Bryce Faulkner of Eldorado,
Arkansas. Bryce was the victim of a June intervention
coordinated by his parents with the “ex-gay” min-
istry Exodus International.
But Bryce was not the only victim. Left behind was

a 24 year-old male partner Travis Swanson from
Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Despite Travis’ efforts to make
the story available to a wider public, Bryce’s descent
into the world of “reparative therapy” remained an in-
ternet-only phenomenon until a July 23 piece ap-
peared on - of all places - the “fair and balanced” Fox
News Channel.

Quest’s subsequent interviews with Swanson re-
vealed to an international audience that Bryce and
Travis’ story was, on one hand almost classically Vic-
torian in nature; and on the other hand, yet another
in a long line of spiritually abusive tragedies against
gay children concocted by misguided - however lov-
ing - parents or other family members who have
themselves fallen under the sway of religious funda-
mentalism. 
Bryce’s abduction led Swanson to further hone his

already developing political action skills by organizing
a Facebook-fueled Halloween protest that spooked
the attendees of regional conference sponsored by Ex-
odus International at the American Baptist Assem-
bly in rural Green Lake last October 31. By that time
Swanson has received what sounded like a scripted
voice mail message from Bryce claiming Travis’ at-
tempts to find him were hurting his family. 
At year’s end, the story is still ongoing and may last

for more than another year. For now, no one knows if
it will have a happy or a tragic ending.

66..  PPrriiddeeFFeesstt  CCrroowwddss  TToopp  3300,,000000  FFoorr  TThhee  FFiirrsstt
TTiimmee  EEvveerr.. What a difference a year makes! Pride-
Fest 2008 was a washout, to put it mildly.  2009
turned out to be a record breaker for the festival. For
the first time in PrideFest’s history, the festival drew in

more than 30,000 attendees to the three-day event.
“The numbers don’t do the festival and the work put

into it justice,” PrideFest President Scott Gunkel told
Quest. “A record attendance at 30,084, and so far what
looks to be a large profit. These numbers don’t describe
the feelings of pride I have in each and everyone one of
the team members and volunteers. I started working
with PrideFest back in 1988 having visions of grandeur.
Now, seeing them come to life, while actually living in
them, is an unbelievable feeling.”

Certainly the biggest boost to the weekend was the
strong Friday night turnout for the iconic Cyndi Lauper.
Wrapped in a feather boa bearing the hues of the rain-
bow, Cyndi Lauper showed her “True Colors” in a show
that went past the festival’s scheduled closing time.
On Saturday, midday’s sunny skies and temperatures
tickling 70 along the lakefront resulted in the festival’s
biggest day generating near-record crowds. Festival
organizers touted a 57% increase in year-to-year at-
tendance.
The crowds were treated to the widest selection of

programs and events in PrideFest’s 22 year history.
Both the health and wellness fair and children’s area
offered alternatives to the more traditional beer tents
and dance pavilion. An encore performance of the re-
cently sold-out production of The Vagina Monologues
at the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center returned to a crowd
nearly as big as the show’s total indoor attendance.
Acts that had been washed out in 2008 such as
men’s music Bearapalooza troupe finally got their
chance to shine.

By nightfall, fireworks erupted on-stage and off
throughout the festival grounds. Dance diva Cyon
electrified the packed dance pavilion. The 9:30 PM
eruption of the genuine article was the biggest fire-
works show in PrideFest history. And immediately fol-
lowing the pyrotechnics, music fire erupted on the
Miller Lite Main stage as sultry should superstar
Brandy warmed up her, banner and sign-waving fans
with her new hit single “Right Here (Departed).”
Milwaukee’s Pride weekend concluded on Sunday, June

14 highlighted by a brief but powerful performance by
the legendary soul songstress Etta James. The 71-year
old may have arrived on stage with a powered chair as-
sist and sat through her half hour show, but her vocals
were full throttle, mesmerizing one of the most age-di-
verse crowds PrideFest has ever seen. In all, PrideFest
2009 proved to be one for the record books.

77..  AAIIDDSS  FFuunnddrraaiisseerrss  PPeerrkk  UUpp  AAss  NNeeww  WWiiss--
ccoonnssiinn  GGaayy  IInnffeeccttiioonnss  SSooaarr..  Both August’s AIDS
Ride in Madison and October’s AIDS Walk in Mil-
waukee saw fundraising totals increase, even as new
HIV infections, especially in gay men under the age of
25, rose dramatically.
After four days, 300 miles, over 150 riders, almost a

hundred crew members and scores of volunteers,
ACT 7 (AIDS Network Cycling Together) - the 7th An-
nual Wisconsin AIDS Ride - came to a wet but wel-
come close August 9. In the process the fund raiser for
AIDS Network became one of the most successful in
event’s history.
Despite an early morning rain, crowds welcomed the

riders and support staff at a closing ceremonies held
on Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. There ACT Steering
Committee Chair Shawn Waldron presented AIDS
Network Executive Director Karen Dotson a check for
$300,236, the second-most raised for any single ride
to date.  The total came close to the 2005 record of



$303,500 and was a 4.5% increase over last year’s
total. ACT 7 also helped push the total raised by the
AIDS rides to close to a cumulative $2 million bene-
fiting the AIDS service agency.
Over 3,000 people from across Wisconsin gathered

at the Summerfest grounds on October 11 and raised
$362,278 for the fight against AIDS in the state at
the 20th Annual AIDS Walk Wisconsin. The total
was an 18.5% boost over last year’s Walk tally.
Headlining the opening ceremonies for AIDS Walk

Wisconsin was Justin Vernon of Bon Iver.  Vernon is an
Eau Claire native and one of the fastest rising stars in
indie rock music. Walker announced during his cameo
concert that a Bon Iver tune would be featured in the
blockbuster teen vampire saga “New Moon.”
Also speaking at the Walk was Wisconsin U.S. Sen-

ator Russ Feingold, who reminded the crowd that the
143% increase in new HIV infections among young
gay men in the state over the last three years was
sad but dramatic proof that the fight against the dis-
ease was far from over.

88..  MMiillwwaauukkeeee  HHoossttss  TThhee  NNAAGGAAAAAA  GGaayy  SSoofftt--
bbaallll  WWoorrlldd  SSeerriieess..  After nearly two years of plan-
ning, NAGAAAFest 2009, the Gay Softball World
Series (GSWS) opened on the Miller Stage on the
Henry B. Maier Summerfest grounds August 31. Mil-
waukee hosted 127 teams, the greatest number ever
at a GSWS.  They included teams from the host state:
the Boom Bulldogs, Fluid Aardvarks and La Cage
Knights from Milwaukee and the Reds and Woofs
Madd Dawgs from Madison.

The host committee chose to call the Gay Softball
World Series NAGAAAFest in keeping with the Mil-
waukee Fest tradition. The motto “Fun & Friends
First” symbolized the spirit of LGBT softball and its
bond with the greater community through athleti-
cism.Throughout the week until the Closing Cele-
bration at the Harley Davidson Museum on
September 5, players, fans and the general public ex-
perienced that spirit in one of the best-received
events in NAGAAA history. 

99..  RRaacciinnee  LLGGBBTT  CCeenntteerr  OOppeennss..  The LGBT Cen-
ter of SE Wisconsin opened with a formal ribbon-
cutting ceremony featuring Mayor Tom Friedel,
Common Council President David Maack, Alderman
Michael Shields and a host of regional business and
gay dignitaries April 5.
Following the ribbon cutting, the center, located at

1456 Junction Avenue here will hold an open house
and tours of its facilities until 4 PM.

Local businesses, professionals and organizations
welcomed their newest 

neighbor
with sales at their
stores and giveaways at the Center’s opening gala.

“The Center received a grant of $3500 from the
United Way of Racine,” Executive Director Bruce Joffe
Ph.D. said. “It’s one of several major major gifts that
have come our way in the last few months.”

That evening a “Pink Tie Gala Dinner” was held at
Kenosha’s Club ICON in support of the Center. The
formal sit-down dinner offered dishes prepared by
some of the finest restaurants and catering services
in the area.  The menu featured a full lasagna feast -
both vegetarian and meat varieties - with all the trim-
mings plus dessert.

1100..  PPaassssaaggeess::  LLGGBBTT  AAllllyy  DDrr..  KKaarreenn  LLaammbb
11993377  --  22000099.. Longtime Milwaukee LGBT ally Dr.

Karen Lamb passed away in Delafield January 30, fol-
lowing a multi-year struggle with cancer. She was the
wife of Milwaukee Mayor Henry W. Maier, who pre-
ceded her in death.

Through the years Karen was an extremely strong
supporter of Milwaukee’s LGBT community. Karen
and Archbishop Rembert Weakland served as co-
chairs on the Community Advisory Council in Mil-

waukee. That organization was instrumental in
founding the Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP) in

1985. MAP later became the AIDS Resource Center
of Wisconsin (ARCW), an statewide organization
that currently offers medical, dental, housing, men-
tal health, nutritional, prevention and social services
to those living with HIV/AIDS.
Karen also held fundraisers for other Milwaukee LGBT

institutions such as the Cream City Foundation. 
Lamb also wrote a column for the Wisconsin Light,
with her first piece debuting with the paper in 1987
and her last submission appearing in the paper’s
final edition in 2001.

QQuueesstt’’ss  TToopp  1100  WWoorrlldd  &&  NNaattiioonnaall  SSttoorriieess  ooff  22000099
Worldwide and nationally in 2009, the ebb and flow of
the U. S. gay marriage debate saw victories in the
Spring and setbacks in the Fall. The year also saw the
final nail in the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” gay military ban
may have been hammered in by the Pentagon itself and
the collapse of the nation’s largest newspaper syndi-
cate. At year’s end, Uganda - despite unanimous
worldwide dismay -  seemed poised to deliver a flam-
ing lump of coal into the stockings of its half-million
gay citizens, a fire ignited by American evangelicals.
Here’s Quest’s Top 10 world and national stories.

1. GGaayy  MMaarrrriiaaggee  AAddvvaanncceess  IInn  IIoowwaa,,  VVeerrmmoonntt,,
NNeeww  HHaammppsshhiirree  aanndd  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  DDCC.. It was
a warm Spring for marriage equality advocates na-
tionwide. April saw the number of states allowing
same-sex marriage doubled, from two to four. Iowa
and Vermont joined Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut in allowing gay and lesbian couples to legally
wed. Eight other states appeared set to vote on sim-
ilar moves, including New Hampshire, Maine, New
York and New Jersey. 
Maine became the first state in the nation to enact

gay marriage without first testing the waters with
civil unions, though that bill was rescinded six
months later by the state’s voters (see below). New
Hampshire also joined the parade after Democrat
Governor John Lynch struck a deal with legislators to
include protections for religious institutions in that



state’s gay marriage bill. At year’s end the District of
Columbia joined the wedding with a gay marriage bill
for the residents of the nation’s Capitol.
In November the “everything but marriage” gay civil

unions bill received Washington voters’ stamp of ap-
proval. Wisconsin made news as the first state to
offer limited domestic partner protections through a
statewide registry after passing a constitutional gay
marriage ban.  Lastly troublesome Massachusetts -
the state that started it all five years ago - lifted re-
strictions on out-of-state same-sex couples desiring
to wed in the Bay state.
Because the pluses outweighed the minuses overall,

Quest picks our marriage equality successes nation-
wide as its top gay world and national story of  2009.

22..  GGaayy  MMaarrrriiaaggee  RReettrreeaattss  IInn  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  aanndd
MMaaiinnee,,  SSttaallllss  EEllsseewwhheerree.. In 2009 May judicial
showers wilted many activists’ April gay wedding
flowers as the California Supreme Court upheld the
results of the November 2008 Proposition 8 referen-
dum. The court ruled that while the 18,000 or so gay
nuptials performed during the five month wedding
window that same court had created remained valid,
the will of the 13.7 million state’s people - 79.4% of
all eligible voters - could not be denied. The ruling re-
newed anger and boycotts of Prop 8 supporters, es-
pecially the Mormon church and calls for yet another
vote in 2010, though calmer voices appear to have
carried the day by year’s end. 
Those seeking more public votes in California were

certainly chastened by the stunning reversal of Ver-
mont’s  five month-old gay marriage law by voters in
that state last November. Gay marriage foes there im-
ported many of California’s Prop 8 strategists and
found ample funding from Roman Catholic dioceses
across the country. Even the 53-47% final tally
seemed to echo California’s vote a year earlier.
The election of gay marriage opponent Republican

Chris Christie to the governor’s office appears to have
stalled New Jersey’s revision of its civil union law to
full marriage, despite an end-of-the year push by the
state’s Democratic lawmakers. In neighboring New
York, the gay marriage bandwagon also halted when
the state Senate failed to endorse Governor David Pa-
terson’s initiative in early December.
Despite a 2009 Pew Foundation study that showed

57% of Americans support legal recognition for
same-sex couples in long-term committed relation-
ships, opinions about how to achieve such recogni-
tion remain exceptionally diverse. Other
post-November studies show a hardening of the cur-

rent opposition to gay marriage, with opponents
holding slim but firm pluralities over supporters. That
opposition and the continuing polarization of the gay
marriage issue deserves the runner-up spot on
Quest’s top 10 world and national stories for 2009.

33..  UU..SS..  EEvvaannggeelliiccaallss  HHaavvee  AA  HHaanndd  UUggaannddaa’’ss
DDrraaccoonniiaann  ““KKiillll  tthhee  GGaayyss””  LLaaww.. In a story that
bubbled to the sur-
face of the world’s
consciousness be-
ginning in late Octo-
ber, Uganda’s
proposed law to kill
gay and lesbian peo-
ple for “aggravated
homosexuality” was
front page news by
mid-December. Even
more shocking were
the clear ties to lead-
ers of the “ex-gay” movement in the United States,
prominent among them Scott Lively, author of the
wildly inaccurate “Pink Swastika” which blamed the
rise of the Third Reich and the Holocaust on the Ger-
man gay community.
Make no mistake, sub-Saharan Africa as a whole is a

hostile climate for LGBT people, with much of that
hostility brought by Christian ministries from multiple
denominations over the last hundred years. But the
clear lines drawn from Republican lawmakers tied to
the shadowy Washington DC-based organization and
political hostel The Family and even Obama’s inaugu-
ral invocator Rick Warren and their work guiding the
genesis of the Ugandan anti-gay bill stunned many
people of faith regardless of their denominations.

With their hands caught in the Ugandan cultural
cookie jar, the guilty GOP pols and evangelicals began
to disavow their involvement faster than an eight-
year old fearing the loss of Santa’s toy-laden largess
Christmas morning with their last-minute addition
to the naughty side of the naughty and nice list. The
mea culpas claimed misunderstanding of their “love
the sinner, hate the sin” message foisted upon mis-
guided Ugandan locals.

There were signs a year’s end that international
pressure may soften though not necessarily kill the
anti-gay bill. For gay equality and human rights sup-
porters, however, the entire Ugandan mess revealed
the real underbelly of the American fundamentalist
and dominionist movements and how genuine is
their deep-seated hatred of gay people.

44..  PPeennttaaggoonn  SSttuuddyy  CCoonnddeemmnnss  ““DDoonn’’tt  AAsskk
DDoonn’’tt  TTeellll””  PPoolliiccyy.. October surprises don’t often
come better than this: the revelation of an article in
the Pentagon’s top scholarly journal calling in un-
ambiguous terms for lifting the ban on gay service-
men and women serving openly in the armed forces,
arguing that the military is essentially forcing thou-
sands of gay people to lead dishonest lives in an or-
ganization that emphasizes integrity as a
fundamental tenet.
The article was published in the Fall edition of Joint

Force Quarterly, which is published for the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and was written by an Air
Force colonel who studied the issue for months while
a student at the National Defense University in
Washington. The article concluded that having
openly gay troops in the ranks will not hurt combat
readiness.
The views do not necessarily reflect those of Penta-

gon leaders, but their appearance in a publication
billed as the Joint Chiefs’ “flagship’’ security studies
journal signaled that the top brass might now wel-
come a debate in the military over repealing the 1993
law that requires gay people to hide their sexual ori-
entation, according to several longtime observers of
the charged debate over gay people in the military.

“After a careful examination, there is no scientific
evidence to support the claim that unit cohesion will
be negatively affected if homosexuals serve openly,’’
Colonel Om Prakash wrote. “Based on this research,
it is now time for the administration to reexamine
the issue; rather it is time for the administration to
examine how to implement the repeal of the ban.”

A week after the Pentagon study was leaked to the
nation’s press, President Obama told 3000 attendees
at the Human Rights Campaign’s annual Washington
dinner “I will end ‘don’t ask-don’t tell.’” While the sub-
sequent standing ovation was enjoyed by all, there was
no progress on Obama’s promise at year’s end.

55..  EELLCCAA’’ss  GGaayy  CClleerrggyy  BBaann  EEnnddss,,  SScchhiissmm
LLoooommss.. Last August, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), the largest and most
moderate wing of the Lutheran Church in the United
States voted to end its ban on the ordination gay
clergy in long-term committed relationships. In the
process the ELCA Lutherans joined American Epis-
copals in facing defections by churches where con-
servative congregants sat the majority of the pews.

The vote was the culmination of a years-long
process in the ELCA, and was accompanied by plenty
of emotion at the convention in Minneapolis. After



standing in long lines to reach microphones during
debates that extended all day, some delegates shook
and others cried as they expressed their opposition or
support of the measure. 

By November the split over gay clergy vote had
prompted a conservative faction to begin forming a
new church body separate from the ELCA. Leaders of
Lutheran CORE (Coalition for Reform) said the or-
ganization intends to be a “free-standing synod.” A
working group would immediately begin drafting a
constitution and taking other steps to form the de-
nomination, with hopes to have it off the ground by
August 2010.

6. PPssyycchhoollooggiissttss  RReejjeecctt  ““EExx--GGaayy  TThheerraappyy..”” It’s
been said by mental health professionals since 1973,
but when the American Psychological Association
declared August 5 that mental health professionals
should not tell gay clients they can become straight
through therapy or other treatments, it was the most
direct hit ever on so-called reparative and “ex-gay”
therapy programs,

In a resolution adopted by the association’s gov-
erning council, and in an accompanying report, the
association issued its most comprehensive repudia-
tion of so-called reparative therapy, a concept es-
poused by a small but persistent group of therapists,
often allied with religious conservatives, who main-
tain that gay men and lesbians can change.
No solid evidence exists that such change is likely,

the resolution stated. It was adopted by a 125-to-4
vote. The association said some research suggested
that efforts to produce change could be harmful, in-
ducing depression and suicidal tendencies.

Instead of seeking such change, the association
urged therapists to consider multiple options, which
could include celibacy and switching churches, for
helping clients live spiritually rewarding lives in in-
stances where their sexual orientation and religious
faith conflict.
The association had criticized reparative therapy in

the past, but a six-member panel added weight to
that position by examining 83 studies on sexual ori-
entation change conducted since 1960. Its report
was endorsed by the association’s governing coun-
cil in Toronto, where the association’s annual meet-
ing was being held.  The report broke ground in its

detailed and nuanced assessment of how therapists
should deal with gay clients struggling to remain
loyal to a religious faith that disapproves of homo-
sexuality.

77..  UU..  SS..  GGaayy  MMuurrddeerr  RRaattee  PPrroommppttss  FFiinnaall  HHaattee
CCrriimmeess  LLaaww  PPaassssaaggee..  A mid-June 2009 report
documenting a one-year 28% increase in the num-
ber of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people
killed in bias-motivated incidents may have been the
final push needed for Congress to to adopt and Pres-
ident Obama to sign the Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act last Oc-
tober. 

The 29 killings tallied in 2008 was the highest
recorded by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence
Programs (NCAVP) since 1999, according to the June
16 report.
“What we’re also seeing, more disturbingly, is the

increase in the severity of violence,” New York City
Anti-Violence Project Executive Director Sharon
Stapel said. The New York project coordinates the na-
tional NCAVP coalition.
Stapel theorized that at least some of last year’s vi-

olence was backlash against issues that arose dur-
ing the presidential campaign. She cited debates
about same-sex marriage, the military’s “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, and federal legislation that would
ban employment discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity as possible flash points.
“The more visibility there is the more likely we’re
going to see backlash, and that’s exactly what we
see here,” Stapel said.
The Hate Crimes bill achieved passage as a rider to

the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010 and
represented the culmination of a nearly 12 year push
to include crimes motivated by a victim’s actual or
perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity,
or disability at the federal level. In the process the Act
became the first federal law to extend legal protec-
tions to transgender persons.

88..  NNaattiioonn’’ss  LLaarrggeesstt  GGaayy  PPuubblliisshheerr  SShhuuttss
DDoowwnn..  America’s largest publisher of newspapers
serving the gay and lesbian community has closed
its doors. Window Media LLC  abruptly announced
that it was shutting down and all of its newspapers

have ceased publication. The offices of  Atlanta’s
Southern Voice, the Houston Voice, the South Florida
Blade and the Washington Blade were shuttered
November 16.
Window Media LLC’s publications included some of

the oldest, largest and most influential LGBT period-
icals in the United States. Its flagship publication, the
Washington Blade had just celebrated its 40th an-
niversary and had a weekly circulation of 23,000.
Southern Voice had been published for 21 years and
had a circulation of 100,000.
The loss of the Windows Media publications con-

tinued a year-long pattern of recession-fueled demise
among gay print media. In June, gay lifestyle monthly
Genre ceased publication. In July the New York Blade
and Great Britain’s Pink Paper, the country’s only gay
newspaper, also stopped the presses for good. Even
as the Windows Media shuttering made headlines,
Quest confirmed the planned 2010 downsizing of the
venerable newsmagazine The Advocate to the sta-
tus of an insert in the gay lifestyle publication Out. 
Gay papers weren’t the only the sting of 21st Cen-

tury technology however. The recession had been
tough on the mainstream press as well. The Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, the Ann Arbor News, the Chicago
Sun-Times and Madison’s Capital Times have all ceased
all or some of their print editions. December marked
the final editions of the veteran fine dining magazine
Gourmet and wedding planner favorite Modern Bride.
Layoffs and staff reductions had winnowed staffs at
the New York Times, Boston Globe and newspaper gi-
ants Gannett and McLatchy publications.

9. NNaattiioonnaall  EEqquuaalliittyy  MMaarrcchh  DDrraawwss  AAbboouutt
110000,,000000.. A crowd estimated at between 75,000
and 150,000 mostly young queer men and women
and their allies filled the streets and public spaces of
Washington DC Sunday, October 11 during the Na-
tional Equality March, the fifth  such LGBT march on
the nation’s Capitol since 1979. Put together in less
than four months by a mixed coalition of LGBT
human rights groups, the rally may have been the
smallest such demonstration in gay civil rights his-
tory, but it was also the most-cost effective and a
strong signal that the “Stonewall 2.0” movement
first evidenced by Join The Impact simultaneous na-
tionwide rallies last November is not only alive and



well but growing in its organizational power. (“Join
The Impact’s” rapidly-organized post-Prop 8 nation-
wide protest in November 2008 landed on top of
Quest’s Top 10 national stories last year.) 
The next generation’s message was clear: they are

tired of waiting for full equality, from workplace pro-
tections to marriage rights.

10. TTeexxaass  MMaayyoorr  QQuuiittss  TToo  JJooiinn  IIlllleeggaall  IImmmmii--
ggrraanntt  PPaarrttnneerr.. There may possibly be more de-

serving stories for the last spot on Quest’s Top 10
world and national stories of 2009, but for sheer joy
very little can beat a story that came to light last May
in the sleepy Texas town of San Angelo.  Just a
month after winning his fourth term in office with a
landslide majority, Mayor J. W. Lown abruptly re-
signed his office to join his life partner, a Mexican
man who had been living illegally in the U.S.

The 32-year old Lown sent a cellular phone text
message to the city manager of the west Texas town
just hours before he was due to be sworn into office,
advising he wouldn’t be at the ceremony. City offi-
cials later found a short letter of resignation on
Lown’s desk also stating he had moved to Mexico.
Lown subsequently told local media that his partner

came to the U.S. five years ago and their relationship
began in March 2009. With his partner unable to
legally remain in the U.S., the mayor said he realized
around election day - May 9 - that he faced a choice:
betray his duty to abide by the law by helping the man
hide from immigration authorities; end the relation-
ship, or join him in Mexico. He chose Mexico.

It may not have been as world shattering as the
1936 abdication announcement of Britain’s King Ed-

ward VIII to marry Wallis Simpson (uttering the im-
mortal “I have found it impossible to carry the heavy
burden of responsibility and to discharge my duties
as king as I would wish to do without the help and
support of the woman I love.”), but it is a reminder
three quarters of a century later that - straight or gay
- people will do amazing things for their soul mates. 
Happy New Year and a gloriously gay 2010 to all! 

Quest’s Top 5 Predictions For 2010
Before looking at my new predictions lets see how I
did in 2009. Here were the five forecasts:

11..  TThhee  UUWW  SSyysstteemm  WWiillll  FFiinnaallllyy  GGeett  DDoommeess--
ttiicc  PPaarrttnneerr  BBeenneeffiittss.. Yes they did, but there was
a pleasantly unexpected bonus: so did every other
same-sex couple who wanted a limited mix of ben-
efits! My guess was that the benefits package would
be bundled in a biennial budget bill that would pass
on time for the first time in memory - both of which
also turned out to be true. So that’s kind of a point
and a half, but I’ll settle for the one. 

22..  TThhee  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  WWiillll  VVooiidd
PPrrooppoossiittiioonn  88.. No they didn’t but the Court did
rule in favor of retaining as valid the marriages of the
18,000 gay couples who beat the election day dead-
line to the altar, something I pointed out in the full
original prediction. That’s worth half a point.

33..  FFoorr  22000099,,  IItt’’ss  TThhee  EEccoonnoommyy,,  SSttuuppiidd  --  NNoott
GGaayy  CCiivviill  RRiigghhttss.. Obama’s aggressive first year
agenda focused on economic stimulus packages,
health care insurance reform and Afghanistan surges,
not gay equality initiatives. I predicted platitudes, not
progress federally in 2009. That’s why Obama was
the keynote speaker at the HRC’s signature annual
rubber chicken fest last October. Please pass the
gravy and score one more point for the predictor.

44..  OObbaammaa  WWiillll  GGeett  TToo  NNoommiinnaattee  AAtt  LLeeaasstt
TTwwoo  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  JJuuddggeess.. He got one, not
two, as Sonia Maria Sotomayor became the first-ever
Latina Supreme. That’s another half-point.

55..  CCoolldd  EEccoonnoommiicc  CClliimmaattee  CCaauusseess  CCoonnssoollii--
ddaattiioonn  OOrr  CCoollllaappssee.. Though I had focused more
on the not-for-profit sector in my prediction, it did
turn out that a number of gay entities either closed
their doors, or consolidated. Let’s see: Early in 2009
GLAAD absorbed the Commercial Closet in the not-
for-profit media watchdog arena. In the business
world, the owners of Here! bought the PlanetOut

empire for a song, reducing the once mighty biweekly
newsmagaine Advocate to an insert in the gay
lifestyle monthly Out beginning in 2010. And the
largest gay print media conglomerate in the country
closed abruptly in November, shuttering what many
have considered the gay “paper of record” for decades
- the Washington Blade. You can sadly add another
point to the tally.

That’s an accuracy score that pushes past the 80%
mark - way better than my dear departed prognos-
ticating idol Jeanne Dixon’s less than 5% accuracy
ratio. So, once again dabbing on a bit of her brilliant
red lip polish, here are my predictions for 2010:

11..  TThhee  WWiissccoonnssiinn  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  WWiillll  SSuuss--
ttaaiinn  TThhee  ““MMaarrrriiaaggee  PPrrootteeccttiioonn””  CCoonnssttiittuu--
ttiioonnaall  AAmmeennddmmeenntt.. The fact that William
McConkey’s “two question” case got as far as the
state’s top court was pretty amazing to begin with,
but court precedents against the question-splitting
concept in similar cases in Tennessee and Georgia
and the Prop 8 decision in California suggest the
court will rule in favor of sustaining the 2006 refer-
endum banning gay marriages and civil unions as
valid. After listening to all the arguments, my confi-
dence here is 80%.

22..  WWiissccoonnssiinn’’ss  DDoommeessttiicc  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  RReegg--
iissttrryy  --  TThhee  FFiigghhtt  AAiinn’’tt  OOvveerr  YYeett.. The Wiscon-
sin Supremes may have dismissed Julaine Appling
and the Wisconsin Family Action group’s lawsuit,
but it was not on the merits of their arguments.
Legally the WFA had tried to cut to the head of the
judicial line. I expect the suit to begin again at the
circuit court level, where it should have begun in the
first place. I also suspect we will find the timing of the
WFA lawsuit’s reintroduction will coincide nicely
with the 2010 election cycle, where the registry and
the way it was enacted will provide fodder for GOP
candidates from gubernatorial hopeful Scott Walker
to every Assembly candidate seeking to overturn the
Republicans’ loss of the lower house of the Wis-
consin legislature in the Obama landslide two years
ago. Looking back on Julaine’s long history of coor-
dination with the GOP as the de facto chair of the
party’s get out the “holier than thou” vote commit-
tee, my confidence here is 80%.

33..  DDeemmooccrraattss  WWiillll  RReettaaiinn  CCoonnttrrooll  OOff  CCoonn--
ggrreessss  iinn  22001100.. No matter how much Americans
may be disenchanted with federal Democrat leader-
ship at the end of 2009, their distaste for Republican



rule is even stronger. And Republicans still are seen
as ultimately responsible for triggering the economic
downturn that now churns most of our national dis-
content. We may see the beginnings of an inde-
pendent movement arise that will eschew the hot
button issues of both the left and the right, but elec-
tion laws and campaign funding issues will limit any
rise in non-major party affiliated candidates to a
handful at best in 2010 races. The Democrats will
lose some seats but may even retain their super-ma-
jority in the Senate. November’s far away so my con-
fidence here is 60%.

44..  FFeeddeerraall  DDOOMMAA  RReeppeeaall??  NNoo  WWaayy,,  BBuutt
““DDoonn’’tt  AAsskk,,  DDoonn’’tt  TTeellll””??  MMaayybbee.. As gay mar-
riage opponents are always happy to point out, every
time gay marriage gets to the ballot box it loses. New
York Representative Nadler’s proposed repeal of the
federal Defense of Marriage Act will go nowhere in
2010. However, the tide of public opinion has turned
in favor of gay service members being able to serve
openly. Combine that with the military’s need for
more cannon fodder on the killing fields of
Afghanistan and Iraq, and the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
military ban looks ready for dishonorable discharge.
However, if Taps for the ban is not played by early
summer, expect it to remain in effect until after the
November election cycle is over. My confidence here
on DOMA repeal is 90%. Call it 60% for DADT.

55..  GGoovveerrnnoorr  SSccootttt  WWaallkkeerr.. Again, its almost a
year away, but the first open seat race for Wisconsin’s
chief executive will come down to the two men now
leading Milwaukee: County Executive Scott Walker
and Mayor Tom Barrett. Walker has been elected
twice in what used to be considered one of the most
Democrat-leaning areas of Wisconsin. Barrett has
lost political capital in the recent attempt to take con-
trol of the Milwaukee School Board. It sits poorly with
minorities locally - including some in the gay com-
munity - and progressives statewide.

Outside of Milwaukee and their respective party
faithful, both men are essentially ciphers at this point
to most of the electorate. Despite all the negative
campaigning to come, both men start out as likeable
and middle-of-the-road to the average Wisconsin
voter. The sour economy and historic Republican
electoral discipline statewide add two thumbs to the
GOP side of the scale. Expect to see the truly polar-
izing Mark Neumann to drop out before the Spring
primary and the still well-loved Tommy Thompson
to be at Walker’s side during the Fall campaign. My
confidence here is 70%.

That’s Quest’s psychic look into what will be an in-
teresting 2010 even if we never see another political
tea bagging party (as opposed to the gay kind) again.
What’s your take on 2009 and our prognostications
for the coming year? Join in the online discussion by
pointing your browsers to Quest on Facebook. You’ll
find a link at: www.quest-online.com (You must be-
come a fan of Quest to add to the dialogue. If you’re
already a Facebook member its easy!)

WWIISSCCOONNSSIINN  NNEEWWSS::
Milwaukee County Board
Sustains Walker DP Veto

MMiillwwaauukkeeee - Milwaukee County will not authorize
a study to determine the cost and impact of provid-
ing benefits for the same-sex domestic partners of its
employees. The County Board failed to override
County Executive Scott Walker’s veto of the earlier
study measure December 17 by a vote of 12 to 7. 
“I understand the logic behind ‘OK we can’t afford

anything’ but I just don’t understand why you can’t
support the study to find out how much it may or
may not cost,” Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic said
following the vote.

Opponents of the study believed that the county
should not even consider domestic partner benefits
while it makes other budget cuts and imposes worker
furloughs.  “It just crystallizes for me that we’re going
to have to ask these very significant considerations
from our union employees as well if we really take se-
riously the deficit we’re in, and the financial ramifica-
tions of that,” Supervisor James Schmitt said.
In a statement issued following the vote Walker said

he was pleased his veto was upheld, claiming that
domestic partner benefits would have could cost Mil-
waukee County $4 million dollars annually.

Those numbers were false, according to the Mil-
waukee-focused LGBT advocacy group Equality Wis-
consin (EW) which had called for an override of the
Walker veto. “Equality Wisconsin is disappointed
that mistruth won out” Project Manager Lizzi Dahlk
said. “(Despite the loss) it’s not a question of ‘if’ but
‘when’ Milwaukee County joins the majority of large
public and private employers its size that offer do-
mestic partner benefits.”
EW noted that the county’s own fiscal analysts ad-

vised the study would cost nothing because it used
internal research resources, and a Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel story supporting significantly lower costs for
the benefits.

The Journal-Sentinel had reported that the City of
Milwaukee, which has included  domestic partners
in its family benefits since 2001, and currently en-
rolls 30 families at a cost of around $200,000. The
story also noted that the Milwaukee Area Technical
College has seven employees with domestic partner
coverage. 
However, the $4 million “fictional price tag” domi-

nated discussion. EW claimed that the Walker ad-
ministration worked in tandem with the
Madison-based Wisconsin Family Action (WFA)
group to disseminate the fictional cost of $4 million
a year to taxpayers. WFA claimed on its website that
it paid for 8000 robo-calls asking its supporters in
the county to call supervisors about the issue. The
WFA’s lawsuit opposing the Wisconsin statewide
domestic partnership registry was thrown out by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court in November.

Madison Groups Sponsor LGBT
Strategies Session

MMaaddiissoonn - StageQ, Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus,
Our Lives magazine, the Gay-Straight Alliance for Safe
Schools, Leztalkmadison, OutReach, Wisconsin
Capitol Pride and the Business Alliance are co-spon-
soring a presentation by Adam Schesch, Ph.D. on ef-
fective strategies for LGBT liberation. Dr. Schesch’s
presentation  will begin at 7 PM on Tuesday, January
5 on the Evjue stage at the Bartell Theater, 113 E Mif-
flin Street.

Dr. Schesch is a local historian who has studied
global resistance struggles, and movements for liber-
ation. He will be speaking about how to apply that
cross-cultural experience to current battles for LGBT
rights in this country, including same-sex marriage.
There will be an open discussion with the audience
following Dr. Schesch’s talk.
The event is free and open to the public. According

to StageQ Artistic Director Tara Ayres, attendees are
encouraged to “come prepared to think, to talk and
to plan!”

7 Rivers LGBT Resource Center
Annual Meeting January 9

LLaa  CCrroossssee -  The LGBT Resource Center For the
Seven Rivers Region will hold two events on Satur-
day, January 9, 2010: the organization’s Annual
Meeting and a listening session with area elected of-
ficials.

The Annual Meeting will be held from 10 AM to
Noon in the classroom of the People’s Food Coop,
315 5th Avenue South, five blocks southeast of the
center. RSVPs are requested. To RSVP, please call 608-
784-0452. All paid members are eligible to vote dur-
ing the business portion of the meeting.

The 7 Rivers Center will also sponsor a Legislative
Meet and Greet from 1 - 3 PM at the Center, 303
Pearl St.
Interested center and community members are in-
vited for an afternoon with local and state legislators
to talk about the Center, the work the center does,
and needs for members of the LGBT and allies com-
munities. Light refreshments will be provided. While
RSVPs are not required, they will be appreciated. To
RSVP, call 608-784-0452.

Rainbow Over Wisconsin Annual
Meeting Set For January 11

AApppplleettoonn - Rainbow Over Wisconsin will hold its
Annual Meeting and a community networking ses-
sion Monday, January 11, 2010 at the Harmony Café,
233 East College Ave. beginning at 7 PM in the café’s
conference meeting room. ROW’s monthly business
meeting and officer elections will be conducted at 6
PM at the same location. Both meetings are open to
the public.

ROW is also inviting grantees and other commu-
nity-based organizations with missions impacting
the LGBT community to participate in a community
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networking session following the Annual Meeting.
“We selected the Harmony Café site for this year’s
Annual Meeting specifically because two other café-
sponsored LGBT groups ROW supports meet there
the same evening,” ROW President Dean Dayton said. 

Dayton noted that ROW members who attended
a similar community meeting in Green Bay last Fall
reported that attendees there had voiced concerns
that they were unaware of the services and programs
being provided in the area by community-based
groups. “It makes sense for Rainbow Over Wiscon-
sin, the charitable foundation that often provides
grant underwriting or fiscal sponsorship for area gay
groups, to take the lead in facilitating such commu-
nity networking,” he said.

For more information about Rainbow Over Wis-
consin and the Annual meeting, visit the ROW web-
site at: www.rainbowoverwisconsin.org

Chippewa Valley LGBT Center
Expands Hours

EEaauu  CCllaaiirree - The LGBT Community Center Of The
Chippewa Valley has announced it will expand its
hours beginning in January. The Center will now be
open every Saturday night in addition to Friday nights
and other nights with scheduled programs. The new
Saturday hours will be 6 to 9 PM. 
Each Saturday will have a theme. The first Saturday

of each month will be Game Night. Both board and
video games will be available. 

The second Saturday of each month will offer a
potluck meal. Each monthly potluck will have a there,
beginning with the January 9 Mexican night. Atten-
dees are asked to bring an appetizer, an entrée, or
dessert with a Mexican theme. “Mockaritas” (non-
alcoholic Margaritas) will also be served. The Febru-
ary 13  potluck will have
a vegetarian theme.
The third Saturday of each month will continue to

be the center’s “Saturday Night at the Movies,”
which features the showing of a LGBT themed movie.
The fourth Saturday of each month will be a book
club and coffee house night. The center’s Lending Li-
brary Committee will select and announce each
month’s book discussion club offering and offer a va-
riety of coffees.
Upcoming January events at the LGBT Community

Center of the Chippewa Valley include Fair Wiscon-
sin’s Chippewa Valley Action Network meeting on
Tuesday, January 5 and volunteer training on Friday,
January 8.

For more information about the LGBT Community
Center of the Chippewa Valley, stop in at 510 S. Far-
well St. during hours of operation, call 715-552-5428
or visit the center’s website at: www.thecentercv.org.

New Year Brings 3 New
OutReach Groups

MMaaddiissoonn - Meditation, SOFFA support and gay-
identified narratives are the subjects of three new
groups set to debut in 2010 at OutReach, 600 Wil-
iamson St. here.
The Queer Mediation group will debut on January

28 and continue every second and fourth Thursday
at 7 PM. Queer Meditation is an open group intended
to explore the benefits of meditation and to discuss
the relationship between gayness and spirituality.

The format will consist of an opening partially-

guided meditation, listening or watching a lecture
followed by discussion. Occasional guest speakers
are also planned. Lecture resources will come from
gay Buddhist resources.
Madison-based organizer Eric has had experience

with meditation for around 7 years. “It continues to
play an informative role in my life,” he said. “It has
been argued, and I think rightfully, that it’s impossi-
ble for gay people to achieve external social libera-
tion without first achieving some kind of internal
liberation as a gay person, for example, acceptance
of one’s sexual orientation.”
The SOFFA Support Network will hold its inaugural

meeting on January 19 at 7 PM. The network is a
drop-in peer support group for those people who find
themselves in the significant other, friends, family or
ally (SOFFA) role in a transperson’s life. 
According to organizer Tiffany Drake, the group is a

place to share both the losses we experience in tran-
sitioning with our transperson, as well as embrace
the joys. Topics covered in this group include identity
politics, the process of grieving, coming out to friends
and family, navigating relationship changes, and the
legal rights for trans couples. 
This group is open to all people, whether they iden-

tify as straight or queer, as long as they are a SOFFA.
Following the opening meeting, the group will run
every other Tuesday at OutReach.  For more infor-
mation, contact Tiffany at: t.drake77@yahoo.com

A new biweekly “Reading, Writing & Relating
LGBTQ Narratives” workshop will be open to all
LGBTQ adults beginning in late January in late Janu-
ary or early February on Wednesday nights at Out-
Reach. The workshop aims to bring together a diverse
group of individuals for meaningful and thought-pro-
voking dialogues in a welcoming environment. Par-
ticipants will read and respond to LGBTQ literature,
produce personal narratives by sharing our stories
orally and/or in written form.  The workshop will also
provide a key opportunity to make connections with
others that both honor our differences and contribute
positively to a sense of community as LGBTQ people.
For more information, become a fan on Facebook or

email: lgbtqnarratives@gmail.com.

Pride Parade Announces 2010 Plans
MMiillwwaauukkeeee - The Milwaukee Pride Parade has an-
nounced that Sunday June 13 will be the date for the
2010 Pride Parade.  This will be the 5th year of the re-
vitalized event and will coincide with the Pridefest
celebration to be held at Henry Maier Festival Park.
The Parade route will again begin at the intersection
of 2nd St. and Greenfield Ave, and end at the inter-
section of 2nd St. and Seeboth Ave.

The theme for the 2010 event is “Twisted Fairy
Tales.” Although units are not judged on the theme,
parade organizers encourage all of the parade entries
to consider incorporating the theme into their pre-
sentations. Despite the “twisted” theme, all units are
reminded that they must present an entry that is
suitable for all-ages viewing. 

Applications for the 2010 Parade are available for
download at the recently redesigned website at:
www.prideparademke.org.  The early registration fee
will be $50 until May 15, 2010.

Parade organizers also have begun seeking spon-
sors for the 2010 pride parade. Sponsorship infor-
mation is available on the Pride Parade website or by

calling 414-607-3793.
Volunteers for the parade are also being recruited.

Applications are available on the parade website or
by contacting the Volunteer Coordinator by email at:
volunteercoordinator@prideparademke.org.
Recently elected officers for the Milwaukee Pride Pa-

rade are Jim M., President; Frank P., Vice President and
Chip W., Treasurer.  The secretary position is currently
vacant. Brent H. has returned as the Parade Coordi-
nator. Jeff T. fills the new position of Volunteer Coor-
dinator. 

For any other information please feel free to contact
organizers by email at: paradecoordinator@pridepa-
rademke.org or by phone at: 414-607-3793. Please
call between 11 AM and 9 PM Monday-Saturday.

Quest’s Next Issue Is January 21
Santa says we’ve been good, so the staff at Quest will
be taking a well-deserved and all too-short short
winter’s break after this issue goes to press. Street
date for our first issue of 2010 will be January 21.
Deadline for ads and submissions is January 12.
However, until our next issue arrives QNU will keep

you up on breaking gay news in Wisconsin and the
world each morning as we have for the past six years.
If you haven’t caught the QNU habit, join the thou-
sands who already do each week: go to 

www.quest-online.com
and click on the QNU button there.

While you’re on the Quest home page, why not also
join us at our social networking fan page on Face-
book. It’s just a click away and easy to join if you’re
already a Facebook member.

And from all of us to all of you, we hope you’ve
donned your gay apparel and enjoyed some or all the
holidays this festive season offers: Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, New Year’s, Solstice and Yule
(not to mention Tohji-Taisai and Gahambar of Maid-
yairem for our Shinto and Zoroastrian friends)!
We also bid fond farewell of sorts to long-time news

editor and webmaster Mike Fitzpatrick who is retiring
from both positions with the close of 2009. Mike will
continue to contribute occasional pieces and inter-
views in 2010. However, the continuing time com-
mitments of his more than a quarter-century of
HIV/AIDS work, not to mention his ongoing in-
volvement with Fair Wisconsin and the Rainbow
Over Wisconsin charitable foundation plus the nearly
forty hours he was putting in weekly on average for
Quest simply have become too much for the old boy.
We wish him well.

Guest Artists Announced For
“The Long and Short of It”

MMiillwwaauukkeeee - Fourteen guest artists will appear with
Paula and Colin Cabot in “The Long and Short of It:
A Night with Colin and Paula Cabot,” presented by
the Skylight Opera Theatre. The limited-run revue
opens with a special sold-out New Year’s Eve per-
formance and runs through January 10, 2010, at the
Studio Theatre of the Broadway Theatre Center.
The show pays homage to 50 years of artistry, en-

tertainment and hijinks at the Skylight Opera The-
atre, where the Cabots met, performed and worked
for many years. Paula and Colin promise a combina-
tion of personal memories and widely loved music to
mark the Skylight’s 50th Anniversary Season. Each
of the 10 performances will have a different twist,



and a different mix of performing artists from the Sky-
light’s past.
The guest artists are: Elaine Parsons-Herro, Ray Jivoff,

Mark-David Kaplan, Pam Kriger, Kathy Magestro,
Norman Moses, Kurt Ollmann, Ellie Quint, Molly
Rhode, Carol Greif Schuele, Kay Stiefel, Chase Stoeger,
Bill Theisen, and Jack Forbes Wilson.
Collectively, Paula’s and Colin’s guests span four of

the Skylight’s five decades and have appeared in
dozens of productions, from The Fantasticks in 1972-
73 through shows scheduled for the current season.
Theisen, who got his start in the chorus of the Sky-
light’s 1981-82 production of The Mikado, is now the
company’s Artistic Director and is also directing this
revue. Jivoff, whose first Skylight performance was in
1990’s Girl Crazy, is Associate Artistic Director.
As Colin Cabot, who with Paula has run a farm in

New Hampshire for the past 12 years, quipped about
his guests: “Old theater friends never die, they just re-
compose.”

Paula Cabot made her Skylight debut as Paula
Dewey in the title role of “Oh Kay!” She went on to
appear in numerous Skylight productions, among
them Polly in The Threepenny Opera, Josephine in
H.M.S. Pinafore, the ingénue in The Cocoanuts, and
Amalia Balash in She Loves Me.  Her stage work has
taken her across the globe, including the Body Politic
Theatre in Chicago and the York Theatre and Musical
Theatre Works in New York, among many others.
Colin Cabot began his association with the Skylight

Opera Theatre in 1974, as assistant to Managing Di-
rector Clair Richardson. In 1977 he worked with Gian
Carlo Menotti at the Festival dei Due Mondi in Spo-
leto, Italy. He returned to the Skylight as Managing
Director the following year, when he devoted his time
to planning and raising money for the creation of the
Broadway Theatre Center. Colin’s family gave the lead
gift that named the theatre which opened in the fall
of 1993. Colin remained as Managing Director until
1989 and also served as Interim Artistic Director for

two months in 2009.
“I don’t think there is a better way to celebrate the

Skylight’s 50th anniversary than with Colin and Paula
on stage once again,” Theisen said. “They are two of
the most talented people I know and an integral piece
of this company’s history. Hearing Colin tell his hi-
larious stories of Clair Richardson and the old days at
the Skylight, and listening to Paula not only sing gor-
geously but also share her remarkable interpretations
of songs ranging from Harold Arlen to Stephen Sond-
heim, makes The Long and Short of It the must-see
event of both 2009 and 2010!”

“The Long and Short of It” opens December 31,
2009 and runs through January 10, 2010. The New
Year’s Eve performance is sold out. There are five ad-
ditional evening shows and four matinee perform-
ances. Tickets are $35.50 each. To order tickets or for
more information call: 414- 291-7811 or visit the
Skylight website at: www.skylightopera.com

Advertising in Quest
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MMaanniittoowwoocc - On Saturday, January 16 the Capi-
tol Civic Center here will present comedian Paula
Poundstone.  Armed with nothing but a stool, a
microphone and a can of Diet Pepsi, Paula’s ability
to create humor on the spot has become the stuff
of legend. People typically leave Paula’s shows de-
bating whether the random people she talked to
during her performance were “plants” – which they
never are - and complaining that their cheeks hurt
from laughter. 

Paula’s spontaneity and razor-sharp wit have
made her one of the most popular panelists on
NPR’s hilarious Peabody Award-winning weekly
news quiz show “Wait Wait…Don’t Tell Me.”
Paula’s commentaries also can be heard on NPR’s
Morning Edition and read on the Huffington Post
and comedy website 23/6.  
Poundstone’s first book, “There’s Nothing In This

Book That I Meant To Say,” featured a foreword
penned by Mary Tyler Moore, and was published by
Random House.  She recently released her first com-
edy CD: “I Heart Jokes: Paula Tells Them In Maine,”
that features sixty minutes of hilarious comedy
recorded live at the Stone Mountain Arts Center.     

Paula has been named the 2009 National
Spokesperson for the Association of Library Trustees Advocates Friends & Foun-
dations (ALTAFF), a national network of enthusiastic library supporters who be-
lieve in the importance of libraries as the social and intellectual centers of

communities and campuses. Paula is supporting li-
braries on a local level by partnering with promot-
ers and the local Friends organization in cities where
she performs. The local Friends group receives tick-
ets for use in fundraising or promotion as well as a
portion of the book and CD sales after her perform-
ance where she makes herself available for signings. 

“It’s funny that we think of libraries as quiet de-
mure places where we are shushed by dusty, bun-
balancing, bespectacled women,” Paula said.  “The
truth is libraries are raucous clubhouses for free
speech, controversy and community. Librarians
have stood up to the Patriot Act, sat down with
noisy toddlers and reached out to illiterate adults.
Libraries can never be shushed. If you haven’t been
to your library lately, you’re overdue.”

Paula has had several solo specials on HBO and
most recently on Bravo.  She was the first woman
to win an ACE (the Cable Emmy) for Best Stand-up
Comedy performance and the first woman to be in-
vited to perform at the distinguished White House
Correspondents dinner where those in attendance
included the President.  Paula has made frequent TV
appearances including Letterman, Leno, Craig Fer-
guson,  as well as Garrison Keillor’s, “A Prairie Home
Companion” radio program.

Showtime for the January 16 event will be 7:30
PM at the Capitol Civic Center, 917 S. 8th Street in Manitowoc.
Tickets are $32.50 & $41 and available by calling: 920-683-2184 or visiting the
center’s website at: www.cccshows.org

Comic Genius Paula  Poundstone Returns To Wisconsin January 16



Still brimming with holiday cheer – not to men-
tion plenty of spiked eggnog – Glenn    decided to
watch just one more Christmas film before turning
his attention to his next assignment, 22000099::  TThhee
YYeeaarr  iinn  RReevviieeww  iinn  LLGGBBTT  CCiinneemmaa..  

But which film to choose?

The 1940s were a period burst-
ing with cinematic Christmas
cheer. The granddaddy of all Hol-
lywood Christmas films, of course,
is “IItt’’ss  aa  WWoonnddeerrffuull  LLiiffee.” Did-
n’t Glenn read somewhere that
during the month of December
there is a special “IItt’’ss  aa  WWoonn--
ddeerrffuull  LLiiffee” cable network? One
that plays “IItt’’ss  aa  WWoonnddeerrffuull
LLiiffee” all day, every day: 24/7 until
the 25th? No?

Other 1940s film classics in-
clude “MMiirraaccllee  oonn  3344tthh SSttrreeeett,”
“TThhee  BBiisshhoopp’’ss  WWiiffee” and “TThhee
MMaann  WWhhoo  CCaammee  ttoo  DDiinnnneerr.”
Featuring an absolutely glorious,
totally over-the-top performance
from Monty Woolley, “TThhee  MMaann  WWhhoo  CCaammee  ttoo
DDiinnnneerr” very nearly made Glenn’s film list last issue.
Curiously, studio mogul Jack Warner worried “that
Woolley’s homosexuality would be obvious in the
scenes.” Really, Jack?  

Still, how could Glenn not choose “CChhrriissttmmaass
iinn  CCoonnnneeccttiiccuutt,,” a film possessing special reso-
nance for Glenn this festive season? 

Barbara Stanwyck is another sexually ambiguous
Hollywood star of the 1940s and in “CChhrriissttmmaass
iinn  CCoonnnneeccttiiccuutt,,” Stanwyck’s character Elizabeth
Lane plays a magazine columnist. Just like Glenn! In
one of her columns, Elizabeth Lane bemoans to her
readers that she has been unable to locate just the
right rocking chair. So what do her fabulous readers
do? You guessed it! They sent her rocking chairs.
They sent her dozens of rocking chairs. Dozens.

Last issue, Glenn bemoaned the inevitable
disappointment at finding no “Easy-Bake Oven”
under the tree Christmas morning. Well, not this
year! Many thanks to two loyal QQuueesstt readers,
Victor and Ken, who made this Christmas just a
little more special for Glenn!

And without further ado, “IItt  wwaass  tthhee  bbeesstt
ooff  ttiimmeess;;  iitt  wwaass  tthhee  wwoorrsstt  ooff  ttiimmeess”

“It was the best of times…”
Okay, maybe 2009 wasn’t exactly the best of

times in LGBT cinema. No high profile LGBT films
found their way to America’s multiplexes in
2009 as did “MMiillkk” and “BBrriiddeesshheeaadd  RReevviissiitteedd”
in 2008. Nor were (good) DVD releases as plentiful
as in previous years. Happily, that may well change
in 2010 as several tempting titles, including “LLiittttllee
AAsshheess” and “BBrreeaakkffaasstt  wwiitthh  SSccoott” are due for
release in January and February.

The always dedicated Glenn continued to (fu-
tilely) stalk multiplexes in such faraway destinations
as Madison, Sheboygan and even Chicago as well as
watching countless DVDs including virtually every-

thing from last year’s fabulous Milwaukee LGBT Film
Festival. Bleary-eyed perhaps, Glenn has emerged
from the dark with a special, hand-picked selection of
the five best LGBT cinematic experiences of 2009.

Number 5: PPaattrriikk,,  AAggee  11..55
Excellent performances abound in this romantic

comedy offering a gay couple unpleasantly surprised
to learn that they are fathers not to a cute infant boy
age one and a half but instead a sullen, homopho-
bic 15 year-old convinced his virginal little tush is
ever at peril. Thanks to a few intriguing, unexpected
plot twists, “PPaattrriikk  11..55” deftly avoids both sitcom
hokeyness as well as the dreaded earnestness of a
Lifetime™ channel “movie of the week.”  Not that
Glenn is without a quibble or two. Far be it from
Glenn to mention that hothead Sven and criminally
cuddly Goran seemed a totally mismatched couple.
Or that blond, cute-as-a-button Patrik is as believ-
able a “thug” as, well. . . Glenn himself would be. 
DVD release: TBA 

Number 4: “FFiigg  TTrreeeess””

Despite Glenn’s urging, far too few ventured to see
John Greyson’s extraordinary, positively astonishing
documentary, “FFiigg  TTrreeeess” when it played the Mil-
waukee LGBT Film Festival this fall. Exuding a Derek
Jarman-esque cinematic sensibility,,  ““FFiigg  TTrreeeess”” is
an opera-infused depiction of the struggles faced by
AIDS activists Tim McCaskell of Toronto and Zackie
Achmat of Capetown as they fought to secure ac-
cess to treatment drugs. Boasting “a surreal narra-
tive that features Gertrude Stein, a singing albino

squirrel, and St. Teresa of Avila in its exploration of
the meaning of pills, saints, and activism,” “FFiigg
TTrreeeess” is at once maddening, baffling and wonder-
ful; by far the year’s most strikingly original LGBT
film.  DVD release: TBA 

Number 3: “NNeewwccaassttllee”
“NNeewwccaassttllee” is equal parts music video, sports
film, coming-of-age story and (almost but not quite)
soft-core erotic entertainment. Reveling in its ex-
traordinary cinematography of lean, gorgeous, nearly
naked teenage surfers challenging 10-foot waves,
“NNeewwccaassttllee” is an absolutely splendid valentine to
Aussie surfers. Lachlan Buchanan’s Jesse is awfully
pretty but would be a rather more appealing and

sympathetic a character if he toned down his “rebel
without a cause” act. Still, he’s positively cuddly com-
pared to Reshad Strik’s Victor, whose testosterone

production would appear to be in perpetual over-
drive. Then, finally, there’s the gay, emo brother
Fergus. Glenn only wishes his story would have
had a bit more prominence in Dan Castle’s screen-
play. Available on DVD SRP: $24.95

Number 2: “FFaasshhiioonn  VViiccttiimmss”
On paper, “FFaasshhiioonn  VViiccttiimmss” looks quite im-
possible. How do you introduce a thoroughly
despicable character such as the curiously en-
dearing Wolfgang (Edgar Selge), send him on a
wickedly mean-spirited yet hilarious personal
journey of self-discovery, one which makes
“DDaannttee’’ss  IInnffeerrnnoo” look positively pastoral?

Heck, if Glenn had a glimmer of a clue, he’d be mak-
ing films, not just reviewing them. Cleverly, director
Ingo Rasper tempers any potential comic excesses
with an immensely appealing coming-of-age gay ro-
mance. Despite a killer screenplay, “FFaasshhiioonn  VViicc--
ttiimmss” might yet have failed without its immaculate
cast of marvelous comedic actors led by Selge, Traute
Hoess’s devastatingly detestable Brigitti and most
of all, Florian Bartholomai’s adorable Karsten.
Available on DVD, SRP: $29.95

2009 The Year in Review in LGBT Cinema by Glenn Bishop

Patrik, Age 1.5

Fig Trees



Number 1: “EEddiiee  &&  TThheeaa::  AA  VVeerryy  LLoonngg  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt””
How could a simple documentary about a 1950s lesbian couple have left Glenn
limp, blubbering like a schoolboy and clutching a soggy wad of tissues?  How
indeed? Yet that is exactly what happened during a screening of Greta Olafs-
dottir and Susan Muska’s “EEddiiee  &&  TThheeaa::  AA  VVeerryy  LLoonngg  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt..””
“EEddiiee  &&  TThheeaa””  is an extraordinarily simple portrait of two feisty, funny older
lesbians deeply in love. They offer a fabulous oral history of pre-Stonewall New
York City as well as their deeply personal quest for a proper (Canadian) mar-

riage, where they might
exchange the simple vow,
“With this ring I thee
wed.” For over forty years
Edie and Thea shared a
life, took lavish trips to
Europe and continued to
dance long after paralysis
from MS left Thea wheel-
chair-bound. “EEddiiee  &&
TThheeaa::  AA  VVeerryy  LLoonngg
EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt””  is quite
simply an unforgettable
portrait of an unforget-
table couple.
DVD release: TBA

Honorable Mention:
Number 10: The DVD release of two LGBT classics 

from the 1980s:
“LLaaww  ooff  DDeessiirree” and “WWee  WWeerree  OOnnee  MMaann”

Number 9:  “OOnn  tthhee  OOtthheerr  HHaanndd  DDeeaatthh”
Number 8: “MMaakkee  tthhee  YYuulleettiiddee  GGaayy”
Number 7: “HHoollllyywwoooodd  JJee  TT’’aaiimmee”
Number 6: “EEvveerryy  LLiittttllee  SStteepp”

“It was the worst of times…”
The cinematic purgatory of 2009 included the tuneless musical nightmare “FFrruuiitt
FFllyy” as well as “PPrrooddiiggaall  SSoonnss,,” a thoroughly unpleasant documentary which
never came close to living up to its pre-Film Festival hype. Also, far too many
gay filmmakers continue to eschew competent acting and strong narratives,
choosing instead to simply go for the fast buck by casting attractive young male
actors and get them to take off their clothes: see “SSiirreenn  iinn  tthhee  DDaarrkk” “OOttttoo::
oorr  UUpp  wwiitthh  DDeeaadd  PPeeooppllee” and the truly wretched, “SSkkuullll  aanndd  BBoonneess”

Nor Glenn can forget to add the incomprehensible “BBrruunnoo.”  All Glenn can
ask is why?





Friday, January 1, 2010
Outwords Books (Milwaukee) Holiday Open House! Open 12 noon to 5:00pm
Help us celebrate the joy of the New Year on New Year's Day and find all Books, 
Calendars, Holiday Cards and DVDs on special!

Saturday, January 2
Madison Gay Video Club "Bob’s World:  Life & Boys of AMG’s Bob Mizer” (AMG, dir. Bob
Mizer, 2009) “Gridiron Gang Bang” (All Worlds, dir. Chi Chi LaRue, 2009)
8:00 PM, http://www.mgvc.org , 608-244-8690 (evenings) 

Sunday, January 3
OutReach (600 Williamson St. Madison)OutThere (18-24) Social Group All-Ages New
Year’s Potluck. check out www.outtheremadison.org. for more information about the group

Tuesday, January 5
Evjue stage Bartell Theater (Madison) Effective Strategies for LGBT Rights: New Directions
StageQ, Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus, Our Lives Magazine, Gay-Straight Alliance for Safe
Schools, Leztalkmadison, OutReach, Wisconsin Capitol Pride and the Business Alliance
announce a presentation by Adam Schesch, Ph.D. on effective strategies for LGBT libera-
tion. Dr. Schesch is a local historian who has studied global resistance struggles, and move-
ments for liberation. He will be speaking about how to apply that cross-cultural experience to
current battles for LGBT rights in this country, including same-sex marriage. There will be an
open discussion with the audience following Dr. Schesch’s talk. Come prepared to think, to
talk and to plan! Free & open to the public. 113 E Mifflin Street Madison

Friday, January 8
Napalese (Green Bay)Argonauts club Night. 9 pm Beer/Soda bust $9 and a raffe. 

Sunday, January 10
Kruz (MIlwaukee)Castaway's M.C. Beer/Soda Bust - 3 - 7pm Theme LONGJOHN PARTY.

Monday, January 11
Outwords Books (Milwaukee) Outwords Book Club: discussion of Fellow Travelers,
a romance set during the McCarthy-era.  Everyone is welcome to stop in!

Tuesday, January 12
Outwords Books (Milwaukee) The Lesbian Reading Group @ Outwords The book
to be discussed has not been selected. Please call for info. Everyone welcome.

Wednesday, January 13
OutReach (600 Williamson Madison) Q Cinema International Film Group Madam Sata
(Brazil) A story inspired by the life of one of the most remarkable figures in Brazilian popu-
lar culture, João Francisco dos Santos (1900-1976). In turn, bandit, transvestite, street fighter,
brothel cook, convict and father to seven adopted children, dos Santos--better known as
Madame Satã--was also a notorious gay performer who pushed social boundaries in a
volatile time. The story begins in 1932, in Rio de Janeiro's bohemian Lapa district, when
João Francisco is about to achieve his dream: becoming a stage star. In the sordid yet lively
world of Lapa--populated by pimps, prostitutes and other denizens of Rio's underworld.

Saturday, January 16
Drag Kings @ Miramar Theatre (Milwaukee) It is time for you to try drag out on our stage for
Miltown Kings' Half and Half show. We will be turning over half our show to guests. Doors
open at 9pm, $5 cover.  Fmi on how to guest preform visit miltownkings.com  18+ show

Madison Gay Video Club "Redwoods” (TLA Rel., dir. David Lewis, 2009) “Reckless” (Hot
House, dir. Steven Scarborough, 2009) 8 PM, www.mgvc.org, 608-244-8690 (evenings)

Napalese (Green Bay)WinterQuest! Argonauts 35 Anniversary Dinner and special club
night $30. Apply online www.argonautsll.org hurry space is limited. Cocktails 6pm, Dinner
7 pm. Entertainment, Bust and Prizes that evening .

Positive Voice (Green Bay)Mama Mia Purchase your own tickets. We’ll meet after the
2pm matinee for drinks.

Friday, January 22
Frank’s Power Plant (Milw) 3 Kings Drag Show -Games, raffles, drink specials. $3 

Wednesday, January 27
OutReach (600 Williamson Madison) Q Cinema International Film Group Fire (India)
Taboo-busting drama about forbidden passion between two Indian wives.  It is said that when
this movie premiered in India , posters were torn down and there was a lot of public protest.
This film powerfully demonstrates the struggle of two women in love in a culture so deeply
entrenched in ritual and tradition. All this against a backdrop of an India which itself is strug-
gling for freedom from these same values. This film is both political and personal and never
too preachy or idealistic on either front. A true film such as this one deserves to be seen by
all people of the world.

Thursday, January 28
Triangle (Milwaukee) 3 Kings Benefit Drag Show - to represent Wisconsin in the
Oklahoma City USofA competition. Drink specials.

DIVERSION OF THE DAY Community Events Calendar





Oh, The Places You’ll Ho
Anthony Paull

Oh, how I love my boyfriend; he makes the best
death threats. And no, not the kind you think, but
rather the kind where each time he’s sick, no mat-
ter acute, he’s ready to set up house at the nearest
hospital, where he can be waited on hand and foot.
“Baby, can you come over and let out the dog. I gots
sick,” he moans on my voicemail early this morning.
“I’m headin’ to the emergency room. Uuuuuuh.”

Alarmed, I quickly ring his cell, where his English
mother answers, stating he’s doubled over in pain
with food poisoning. It appears the spinach on his
pizza at lunch had been riddled with E. coli, prompt-
ing him to suffer a massive attack of crippling
cramps, diarrhea, vomiting, and dehydration. Not
particularly sexy, I know. Well…except he is at the
hospital, and I have been searching for a fun, new
venue for us to have sex.

Gross, I know, but I’m human, horny, and im-
pulsive, and I’m not about to deny my urges be-
cause it won’t go over well with the masses. You
see, I’ve grown tired of the same bedroom, bath-
room, and kitchen table routine, and recently, I’m
hot on the idea of taking my temptations to the
public. Is that so odd? Really, haven’t we all wanted
to get pumped somewhere we might but probably
won’t get caught? Isn’t that the modern-day equiv-
alent of having a virtual finger shoved up your butt?
Doesn’t danger lead to a more dynamic climax? Or
am I merely really, really, really reaching? 

Oh, who cares? I’m not responsible for my crazy
state of mind anyway. I’m blaming these sick, sadis-

tic, and sultry thoughts on my friend, Ana, whose
erotic adventures seem so much more interesting
than mine. 

Of course, I’m completely jealous. With Ana,
nothing is sacred; she gets to knock knickers with
her boyfriend anywhere and everywhere. The pub-
lic parking garage, the beach, the back seat of her
BMW, the Zone Bar aisle at the health food store –
baby, it’s all good when the thought of being brazen
enters her mind. And if her boyfriend utters no?
Well, she simply ties him up. It’s easy; scarves are
in this season.   

“But seriously, it’s not like any sane man ever
technically refuses anyway,” she confesses.

“Well, what if he just got done puking into a bucket
at the hospital?” I ask, over a cup of coffee in the heart
of downtown, near the public park. “Do you think it
would be wrong for me to ask him to pleasure me a
few hours later? Be honest? Is that sexy?”

Bewildered, she blinks three times and smiles,
blind-sided by the question. “Outdoor sex is always
sexy,” she responds, with trepidation. “But I sup-
pose there are exceptions. Maybe you should con-
sider somewhere else.”

Too late, I already have this ridiculous thought in
my mind, and I want to try and make this hospital bit
work, even though my friend Steve calls to tell me I
am acting crazy. “Ugh, you’re not going to have sex
with him at the hospital. Stop acting stupid.”

“What’s wrong with it?” I ask, readying myself
with a new designer pair of underwear, hand-
stitched from France. “I used to do this kind of stuff
all the time in college.”

“Whatever. It’s not cool,” he replies.

“Why? Because you didn’t think of it? Well, I’m
sorry if I’m ahead of the curve.”

“Yeah, you’re just so cutting edge,” he quips.
“Why don’t you screw him in a port-o-potty while
you’re at it?”

“You’re not funny.”
“I’m telling you, your boyfriend is not going to find

sex at the hospital cute or sexy. And neither are you.”
This is what I’m thinking about as I drive into

the hospital parking garage, where I place the car in
park and solemnly stare into the rearview mirror.
Sitting alone, I realize Steve is right. This isn’t sexy.
Rather, it‘s a pathetic attempt to find that very same
rush I had in college, where public sex in a car or a
study carrel at the library was a prerequisite. Since
turning 30, I find myself longing for that very same
fix, having grown tired of being quarantined to a
boring bedroom because I’m supposed to act like a
grown-up. 

The truth, I don’t feel grown up. I’m just as ready,
willing, and able to have a public sexual encounter,
except I can’t find time to plan for it due to working
50 hours a week, along with taking care of other
adult responsibilities.  

“That’s why it’s not sexy,” Steve tells me, when
I call him to say I chickened out. “You’re not sup-
posed to plan it out. It should be spontaneous.
That’s what makes it thrilling.”

“So what? Am I just supposed to screw him
whenever the mood strikes me, wherever we may
be? What if we’re not prepared and someone
catches us?”

“That’s the one good part of being an adult,” he
astutely replies. “You can afford bail.”





A FLEA ON THE DOG
OF HUMANITY

Dear Uncle Barbie,
I want you to know I am only writing you
because some of my coworkers said that I
really needed to. I really don’t think I need
any advice because there is nothing wrong
with me. It’s the other people around me
that have problems. The world is screwed
up, not me. When I try to get some service
at a store, they don’t know anything. So I
tell them they don’t know what they are
talking about. They think I am rude, but re-
ally they are the ones at fault. I believe in
speaking my mind. I am not antisocial. Ac-
tually, I can fit in with any crowd because I
have learned how to imitate other people.
When I am around a group of people, I just
pretend to be like the rest of them. It works.
I just wish everyone wasn’t so stupid. It is
unfair that I should even have to share the
world with them. It is so frustrating. What
can I do about this?
Signed, David K.

Hello David,
Upon analysis of your
situation, I sense two
issues here, your be-
havior and your person-
ality. Your lack of a
consistent behavioral
pattern seems to be in
tandem with your tran-
sient personality traits.
Although a correlation
exists between the two
variables, there is no ev-
idence that a causa-
tional effect is occurring. Therefore, we cannot
conclude that one causes the other. Neverthe-
less, just because a causational effect has not
been definitively established does not mean
that your behavior and your personality are act-
ing independently of one another. In fact, I be-
lieve they coexist in an interdependent
relationship--albeit a dysfunctional one.

Regarding your personality, you are lacking
in a firmly established identity which causes
your actions to be quite disordered and chaotic.

You seem to have an aversion to tran-
quility. Don’t you know that the bio-
logical formula of nature asserts that
all living organisms strive for a static
state of homeostasis. Put less scientif-
ically, we all have an inborn tendency
to seek out happiness. It is our nature.
So tell me, then, why do you actively
resist living your life in harmony with
those around you? Are you one of
those people who has their karmic en-
ergy poles reversed? Is it because you
have lived so long as an adversary that
you have grown accustom to it? It is
almost as though you choose to relate
to others through conflict. You are like
a scarecrow in the great vegetable gar-
den of life--you frighten everyone
away. I admit, it is a known psycho-
logical phenomena that emotional

conflict can produce an artificial sense of bond-
ing. However, you have adopted an opposi-
tional style of interaction as a permanent course
of action. That pattern needs to be broken. You
appear to have that special type of personality
that can only be tolerated when you’re sleep-
ing. Well, that’s about all I can do for you as an
advice columnist. Any further attitude adjust-
ment that needs to be done is between you and
your pharmacist. 
Yours Truly, Barbie

(An effervescently gay advice columnist)
Disclaimer: Although the author of this syndicated column holds a doctorate in clinical
psychology, the tongue-in-cheek advice given is for entertainment only and is not a
substitute for therapy. Barbie responds to all emails…whether you deserve it or not.  
Send your questions to Uncle Barbie at: askunclebarbie@aol.com

ASK THE IRREVERENT UNCLE BARBIE Your Intellectual Whore

Unleashing the hounds of 
commonsense on the 
unsuspecting public.
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would like to have this be a regular, year
round job, but scheduling is flexible. Details
of job when we talk. I would prefer a guy
who is under 30 (preference). Extra hours
at times. References a must. I need a reli-
able guy. Christmas bonus. Call Mark @
414 225 9683 during reasonable hours. 
SELL OR BUY
Attractive CD from Milwaukee needs
to clean out my dressing room. I have
hundreds and hundreds of beautiful fash-
ionable clothing. All items are new. I have
bras, panties, girdles, nite gowns, dresses,
skirts, tops, shoes, hosiery and wigs, all
sizes.  Call (414)967-4823 ask for Star.

WANTED TO BUY:Late 1980’2 early
90’s Z. Cavaricci & I.O.U. shirts,
sweaters, jackets etc. Aslo advertising
pinback buttons from Chess King, De-
Jaiz & Merry-Go-Round stores. For
info: jrotunda@wi.rr.com What were
you wearing on Black Friday 1987?
PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC
MASSAGE & REIKI  (NON- EROTIC):
Please note: Advertisements are for  services provided 
by professional massage therapists only.  Please do not
request services that are of a sexual nature.
MASTERWORK MASSAGE Relaxation,
Deep Tissue, YuenMethod, MatrixEnergtics
Spiritual healing, Myofascial release,
Nutrition. $65/hr. $85/90 min. Joseph
(414)839-6682 In Calls Only. Non-sex-
ual. Milwaukee based. Make a difference
in your life!! Peace.  [1/20]

50 year old experienced massage pro-
fessional in Appleton offering relaxation,
deep tissue and sports massage. Safe and
discreet and available for morning, after-
noon, evening and weekends by appoint-
ment only. Please call 920-915-4318

MASSAGE THERAPY service pro-
vided at your home. Relaxation, deep tis-
sue and sports massage. Claude Gagnon,
Wisconsin Certified Massage Therapist
#839-46 18 years of experience
414.460.7762 [2/10]

BODYBUILDER certified masseur w/
table. 34, 5’9”, 50” chest, 30” waist, 220
lbs. German/Italian. Very good looking.
Milwaukee/ Bayview area. In/Out. Jeff
(414) 690-9706 

FOR RENT / ROOMMATES
LaCrosse:My name is Dan and I am
looking to rent a room in a house or
apartment with a gay or gay friendly
person. I am very clean, respectful and
responsible. I will do household chores
and yard work / shoveling in exchange
for reduced rent. I am employeed how-
ever at this time it is mostly commis-
sion I still do get unemployment as
well through April. I am willing to do
any other services as needed as well!!
Please call 608-790-4004. Please help
me, Thank you very much. [1/20]
Fox Cities House Share. Neenah
home all utilities include in nice cozy
quite home. Please call 920-558-9639
or e-mail albertwasaway@live.com
[2/10]
Seek roommate in Fond du Lac-
GWM, 44, seeking a roommate to
share my home. Your own room. $300
deposit/$300 a month, all utilities, in-
ternet, and parking included. Stable and
nice, seek the same. Must be drug free.
Email: move_me001@yahoo.com 
Gay Friendly Washington Heights
ROOMMATE WANTED: 1724 North
51st Street (upper) - Large 3 bedroom
house - Gorgeous with lots of ameni-
ties - spiral stair, chandelier, Fireplaces,
large screen TV, Gourmet Kitchen plus
more!  A must see! Large Private bed-
room w/ shared bathroom. $400/month
includes all utilities and Hi-speed in-
ternet.  Reply to:  jasrentals@aol.com 
Madison - looking for a small apt. to
rent or rommate arrangement. I am
50yo separated gay male relocating to
Madison in January. Looking for under
$400/mo. I am gl, quiet, neat, clean,
muscular and responsible medical pro-
fessional. Send responses
to:wibear54111@yahoo.com [1/20]
538 Broad St., Menasha (Upper) - 1 Bed-
room with large den or second bedroom
with French Doors, updated bathroom and
three season room – Remodeled charming
brick building w/views of Lake Winnebago
includes parking areas and large yard.  Con-
venient Location – Close to Downtown and
just minutes from Appleton.  A must see at
$425!  Email JASrentals@aol.com 
Messages
Dodge and Junuea County GLBT
community.   Do you feel a need to
have Jesus in your life?  Ever thought
of attending the MCC in Milwaukee?
We are offering rides, carpooling and
more information.  Please email me at
bearhearted@att.net [1/20]
HELP WANTED
GWM needed to clean 1 BR apt every 2
weeks. Minimal work. I am partially dis-
abled & need the extra help. Pay is $15.00
per hour and it usually takes 2 hours. I
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LLAACCRROOSSSSEE//MMAADDIISSOONN  ((660088))  
My Place 3201 South Ave La Crosse (608)788-9073

Players  300 4th St, La Crosse (608)784-4200
Chances R  417 Jay St, La Crosse (608)782-5105
Impulse 132 W. Grand Ave Beloit, (608)361-0000
Club 5 Bar/Restaurant 5 Applegate Ct
Madison, (608)277-9700
Plan B 924 Williamson Street, Madison
Shamrock 117 W Main Madison (608)255-5029
WOOF’S 114 King Street, Madison
(608)204-6222  www.woofsmadison.com

Captain Dix (Rainbow Valley Resort)
4124 River Road WI Dells, WI   (866) 553-1818

NNOORRTTHHEERRNN  WWIISSCCOONNSSIINN  ((771155))
Scooters  411 Galloway Street,
Eau Claire   (715)835-9959

JT’s Bar and Grill 1506 N. 3rd
Superior (715)-394-2580

The Flame 1612 Tower Ave
Superior, WI (715)395-0101

The Main  1217 Tower Ave
Superior, WI (715)392-1756

OZ  320 Washington St, Wausau
www.totheoz.com (715)842-3225

NNOORRTTHHEEAASSTTEERRNN  WWIISSCCOONNSSIINN    ((992200))
Rascals Bar & Grill  702 E. Wis.,
Appleton  (920)954-9262

Ravens (NEW) 215 E. College Ave
Appleton  (920)364-9599

Napalese   1351 Cedar Street,
Green Bay  (920)432-9646

SASS  840 S. Broadway,Green Bay
(920)437-7277

THE SHELTER  730 N. Quincy St.Green Bay
920-432-2662 • theshelterclub.com

XS Niteclub 1106 Main Street, Green Bay

Club 1226  1226 Oshkosh Ave Oshkosh,
(920)651-1226

Debs Spare Time 1303 Harrison St
Oshkosh  (920)235-6577

Blue Lite  1029 N 8th, Sheboygan 
(920)457-1636

SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN  WWIISSCCOONNSSIINN  ((226622))
Club ICON 6305 120th (Off I-94) Kenosha,
(262)857-3240  www.club-icon.com

JoDee’s 2139 Racine St Racine (262)634-9804

MMIILLWWAAUUKKEEEE    ((441144))
Art Bar  722 Burleigh, (414)372-7880

1 Ballgame 196 S 2nd  (414)273-7474

3 Boom (& The ROOM)  625 S. 2nd St       
(414)277-5040

4 Boot Camp 209 E National (414)643-6900

City Lights Chill 111 W. Howard Ave
(414)481-1441

5 ETC (Basement level of LaCage)    
801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

6 Fluid  819 South 2nd  (414)643-5843

7 Harbor Room 117 E Greenfield (414)672-7988

8 JACK 200 E Washington (414)389-3596

9 KRUZ   354 E.National (414)272-KRUZ

6 LaCage  801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

10 Midtowne Spa (this is not a bar)
315 S Water (414)278-8989

11 Mona’s 1407 S.First St (414)643-0377

5 Montage (Upper level of LaCage)    
801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

12 M’s  1101 S.2nd St  (414)383-8900

13 Nut Hut 1500 W Scott  (414)647-2673

PUMP @ Decibel (Sundays only)
1905 E North Ave 414-272-3337

PURR 3945 N. 35TH  Milwaukee

14 This Is It  418 E Wells (414)278-9192

15 Triangle 135 E National (414)383-9412

Tropical Niteclub  626 S. 5th (414)460-6277

Two  718 E. Burleigh St.

16 Walker’s Pint  818 S 2nd St (414)643-7468

18 Woody’s  1579 S 2nd (414) 672-0806

WISCONSIN LGBT BAR GUIDE

Call me for a free market analysis

Free UHP for all clients!

Tony Ritschard 
Realtor®

222 W. Washington Ave., 
Madison, WI 53703

608.279.0305
608.310.8862

ritschty@firstweber.com
Call me for a free market analysis
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