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Bob

Interview by Jorge Cabal

Blessed with a quintessential American name, comedian Bob
Smith offers a unique, whine-free perspective on growing up gay
in America. Smith’s new book, a collection of essays titled
“Openly Bob” has recieved rave reviews and covers a wide field
L of topics from lesbian ventriloguist dummies to Newt Gingrich.

MK

Shop ‘till You Drop!

Photos: Jorge Cabal, Styling: BJ Daniels,
Models: Megan, Joe, Nova and Jonah
Clothing & knicknacks courtesy of Survival Revival.
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Suzzane Westenhoefer Questionarie

. by William Attewell
page 31

Gritty Granduer

by Waswo

New York's Hotel Chelsea holds a long tradition for sheltering
writers, musicians and artists.Seeking both history and
ambiance, Waswo spends the weekend in a suite rumored to have
once housed Janis Jolpin. Did Sid Vicious kill his girlfriend in
this very room? Has Madonna been between these sheets?
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Joni James

by Jm Andrews

It Be” highlights the CD and Q*Voice has the interview.

Hot! Hot! Hot! That describes the reaction to the soundtrack for the film
“LA Confidential.” Joni James original recording of “How Important Can
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" The Latest Dish "

Montel Williams Sued
for Harassment

Talk show host Montel Williams is
being sued for sexual harassment by his
former executive assistant, a homosexual
who claims Williams subjected him to
“sexually offensive conduct.”

The suit by Ernesto Medina, claimed
that Williams ridiculed the employee
over his sexual orientation, gave him
embarrassing “sex toys’’ and grabbed his
buttocks. Medina worked for Williams
for seven months in 1994-95.

A Williams spokesman, said the syndi-
cated talk-show host “vehemently
denied” the charges.

Medina’s lawyer filed a federal law-
suit in New Jersey last year on behalf of
female employees who charged that they
were -groped by Williams and subjected
to his lascivious comments.

Two women later withdrew from that
suit, and a judge dismissed the claims of
two others.

Thieves Steal Van
Damme’s Queer Flick

Is the sight of Jean-Claude Van
Damme playing a gay man enough
incentive to steal a movie?

That's a question the West Hollywood
sheriff’s office must answer after some-
one broke into a storage area and stole
the only print of “"Monaco Forever,” Van
Damme's 1985 feature film debut.

Van Damme appears briefly in the 30-
minute short film as a man driving a red
1955 XK150 Jaguar. He picks up the
main character.

The performance may now have van-

ished forever. Film-makers say that not
only is the print gone, but the negative,
which was stored at the now-defunct
United Color Lab, also has mysteriously
disappeared.

Underexposed

New York Magazine reports that
Chronicle Books had to give its latest
publication a curious stamp of approval
to get it past Japanese customs. Dance
Ink: Photographs, a collection of pho-
tographs of famed dance legends like

Merce Cunningham and Twyla Tharp,
includes a picture of choreographer
Lance Gries dancing naked.

The risqué art shot got the books
printers, who are located in Japan, up in
arms: Japanese regulations prohibit
exporting images of full-frontal male
nudity. Co-editor Patsy Tarr decided to
run it anyway — but superimposed with

.

PAGE 4

the Japanese word for “penis” over
Gries’s privates.

“t's short,” says Tarr, referring to
the Japanese character. “Just a couple of
brush strokes, so it covers Lance very
adequately.”

Truman Capote:
The Tiny Terror

“1'm an alcoholic .... I’'m a drug
addict ... I’'m a homosexual ... I'm a
genius.” That’s how Truman Capote, the
famous writer once summed up his life.
Brutally honest, outrageously witty and
openly homosexual, Capote had a style
all his own. A style that made him an
American icon.

A&E Network presents a premier
Biography that tells his story as candid-
ly as he might have himself. Biography:
Truman Capote: The Tiny Terror makes
its World Premier on A&E Network on
Wednesday, December 17 at 7 p.m. CST.

Biography is followed by the new
American Justice: Murder “In Cold
Blood" at 8 p.m. CST, which tells the
whole frightening story of the notorious
massacre, complete with new interviews
with the investigators, journalists and
attorneys involved in the case—and the
actual audio confession by Richard
Hickcock.

George Plimpton, whose current
book about Capote has made headlines
with revelations about the writer’s
alleged romantic relationship with one of
the In Cold Blood murderers, is among
the friends — and ex-friends — who
relate their favorite and most insightful
memories on Truman Capote: The
Tiny Terror.
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Fetish Show Fetish
To the Editor—

Writer Richard Waswo took the right
track when he addressed the question of
censorship in his feature (Indulgence of
the Rat Fink Mob) in your November
issues. After viewing the 3 day sink-hole
at Gallery H20 (who put this mess togeth-
er anyway?), I came away chuckling that
the whole thing (with the possible excep-
tion of one Volske painting, one of Laird
Knight's black and white photographs,
and a piece by Tom Holleran) deserving
even less attention than the “quick glance”
which painter Volske refers to in describ-
ing his own work.

Bur that approach ignores viewers
who may actually appreciate careful
craftsmanship and art that, at the very
least, informs. Walls wallowing in balls,
penises, vaginas, and assorted body parts
thrashing and thrusting do not an art

show make, though they may make for a
swell Halloween bash. And had there
been say, only a dozen pieces (of excep-
tionally crafted balls, penises, vaginas and
assorted body parts sweating and thrust-
ing) then viewers would have at least an
exhibit worth more than a quick glance.

Censoring art is a dumb idea, but not
censoring it just for the sake of not cen-
soring it, is even dumber. Writer Waswo
wisely pointed ourt that local artist Matt
Fink declined to exhibit in this particu-
lar show. It indicates that Mr. Fink has
outgrown the adolescent need to show
his work at any cost, and is in effect,
‘censoring’ who he hangs (out) with.
And yes, perhaps in the future, the tal-
ented Mr. Fink will even —gasp!— sell a
few pieces to discerning collectors.

Judith Ann Moriarty
Milwaukee
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I Thought David Hasselhoff Was a Leshian...

"My goal is to be the first out leshian on Bay Watch. I'll do
anything to get on Bay Watch. I'll even get a boob job. But I
want to be careful about the risk factor, so I've found a leshian
clinic that uses tofu implants."

—{yke comic Marga Gomez fo Kansas City's Pitchweekly.

That’s 26 Times Too Many!

"A study done in the Des Moines public schools showed that the
average high school student hears anti-gay comments like
“dyke” and “faggot” a stunning 26 times a day, and that teach-
ers who witness such incidents do nothing a shocking 97 percent
of the time. The results of this kind of behavior for gay and les-
bian students is terrifying.”

—Martina Novratilovo to the Gay, Leshion & Straight Education
Network

It’s a Good Thing...

“Country music fans might give me
goosebumps, but what really frightens
me is the Martha Stewart collection
from K-Mart. I've had nightmares where
Martha tries to get me to cross over and
shop in the K-Mart Zone. ‘Come into the
blue light,” she beckons. “It's a good
thing!"”

—Columnist Michael Beaumier in the Windy City Times.

Sour Grapes?

“Those who are HIV positive are given all the energy and
resources our community has at its disposal. Those who are not
HIV positive are given condoms and pamphlets.”

~Columnist Brad Fraser in the Canadion national magazine Fab.

How Ahout an AIDS Bedspread?

"My first objection to the Quilt is simply this: placing the epi-
demic within the context of this mythically pure colonial history
is part of the way we sanitize the victims of AIDS, enshrining
them within this cluttered museum of tacky folklore so resonant
with wholesome patriotic feelings and nostalgia for a simpler
agrarian America. This whole process of purification implies
that AIDS victims are indeed truly guilty of something, namely,
for having sex, and need to be sanitized, need to be cleansed in

a warm bath of colonialist kitsch. Few of your readers, I hope,
are going to buy this. In short, there is a very thin line between
the Quilt and guilt."

~Daniel Harris, author of The Rise and Foll of Gay Culture, in on interview
toped by Visual AIDS for World Without Art Day, Dec. 1.

Too bad... I would have given
you the Oscar

.| I didn’t use a stand-in. But it's a trick.”

Actor Mark (Don’t call me Marky) Wahlberg on
the scene in the film Boogie Nights where he dis-
plays his lorge penis, to the Associated Press.

Hey! What About Wonder Woman?

“Gay women ... are so loyal because Xena is the first strong,
kick-ass woman on TV.”

—Actress Lucy Lawless (Xeno: Warrior Princess) to Los Angeles Leshion
News.

A Newspaper Cometh

"The appearance of the New York Blade News [the Washington
Blade's new NYC weekly] will mean bad things to some people
who thought they had the Manhattan gay media market under
control. It will mean that readers will have a choice between
publications that specialize in PC-leshigaytrans drivel and a
real newspaper. And if history can be our guide, miscreants like
[writer Larry] Kramer will have a harder time gaining unfet-
tered platforms for their, ahem, views."

—Jeff Epperly, editor of the Boston gay newspaper Boy Windows.

Compiled by Rex Wockner and our crack news sources around the world.
Seen o good quip or quote? Send it to us at Quips ond Quotes,
QeVoice World Heodquarters, P.0O. Box 92385, Milwaukes, WI 53202,
or e-mail to qvoice@aol.com




|| The Casual Ohserver || '

by Ed Grover

the phone call from my sister. Aunt Ursula was going to

Taos to be with Zée, who had flown back to her studio
the beginning of October. Ursy had placed the farm in the
care of her Sheepshead playing buddy Walter. The old
Packard was being checked out, gased-up, and loaded. She
was leaving the following Monday.

Ursy was there to meet me when the train pulled in. Her
voice boomed: “I told Nan I'd getcha, ainna. ‘Bsides I wanna
talk to ya, personal like, ya know.” We put my stuff in my sis-
ter’s car and rumbled off with Ursy jabbering a mile a minute:
“You know why I'm going, don'cha kiddo? I remember when
you went all funny over that fella in New York; now its my
turn. It’s been hell these past few weeks being away from Zse
now that I found her, and besides, I'm spendin’ too much of
my “hard earned” on phone calls.

As we sped along, 1 asked how they had met and was told
that it had been during the spring at a mutual friend’s farm
near the upper Kickapoo River Reserve. “I go over a lot to
see these two gals. One weekend there was Zée—up for a
visit. Nan don't have no idea of what it’s all abour.”

I told her to think about that again. My sister has been
dealing with me being out for 40 years. Ursy looked ar me,
shrugged and said, “Like she says ... ‘Oh, well!" And anyway
I'm goin’, so that’s that. Walter will keep the place safe ‘till we
both get back in the late spring. We want to be out of there
before the tourists get there. It gets as bad as the Dells on a
nice day.”

The car swerved; she almost hit a deer. Ursy yelled at no
one in particular: “Damn fool critters! Don't never have a
gun when I need one,” and then went on with, “Yer brother-

Ihoppcd the Amtrak going north the Thursday after I got

in-law’s in Montana stockin’ up the larder for winter anyway.
He'll probably come back with a truckfull. Birds too—all in
ice and plucked clean as newborns!”

I asked what she was going to do while Zée was welding.
She snorted and said, “Well, I'll do what do I do best. I'll
hunt and cook and lift stuff for her. I'll have my own car, so
I'll take a look around. There's got to be some sort of critrer
can shoot at. | know it snows there; it's up near them moun-
tains, so there’s no use makin’ a garden.” I asked about the
dogs. “I'm takin’ Sally with me to keep me company. Them
others and the cats will survive if I know about it. Walter'll
feed ‘em.”

Finally, we pulled into the drive and went in to hot coffee
and freshly baked currant scones, dripping with butter. Ursy
picked up the gray cat and headed roward the living room to
watch the football game while my sister and I exchanged

knowing glances. “She thinks you don't know,” I whispered.
My sister laughed and said, “After knowing you, I can spot
‘em a mile away. What is it you call that ... gaydar? Well, I
must have it too. Anyway, I'm happy for her. She’s been alone
far too long. Zée seems very fond of her, and that’s all I really
care about.”

[ learned all I needed to know abour Zse while the game
was blaring away. She's a retired art teacher. She’s a some-
times vegetarian and an over-enthusiastic environmentalist.
She lives on an old adobe ranchero some eight miles south-
west of Taos, between the Rio Grande Valley and the Sangre
de Cristos Mountains. She makes the most outrageous sculp-
tures you can imagine using found objects; everything is
welded and wired together on steel armatures. I saw pictures
and some of them are bigger than she is.

Ursy is also sending a truck full of “finds” that Zée wants:
some deer and cow skulls, lots of antlers, some old rusted trac-
tor parts, the old outhouse seats, some fencing and part of a
granite outcropping that she had blasted loose from the side of
a cliff one afternoon.

Also going are all of Aunt Ursy's softest doeskins. These
are going to be made into matching oufits by a local woman
artist. [ can just see Ursy dressed in quasi-Native
American/Western getup and a Concho belt studded with
silver and turquoise, and some sort of sombrero. She already
has a silver and wrquiose bracelet about three inches wide
(the engagement present?).

Zése on the other hand will look splendid. She’s a small
woman with permanently-tanned skin and the look of an
antelope that has been startled while grazing. When she isn't
wearing denim, she fancies supple leathers and suede’s with
hand-knit sweaters, an occasional Indian blanker — and of
course, all her jewelry.

The days passed quickly with many trips over to see the barn
where there will be a studio; they plan to introduce Ze's work
to the unknowing populace of Wisconsin. Maybe you'll see
them at one of the many art fairs we have. Just look for two old
lesbians in lots of denim, doeskin and Indian jewelry.

The big day arrived. We both hugged Ursy and wished her
God’s speed. Sally barked a lor. As the car pulled out of the
drive, it began to snow. Aunt Ursula was on her way ... with
no regrets. She turned left and headed south.

My sister grinned and said,” As long as you're here, I fig-
ured we could make some cookies.” I said we might as well
— everything seems to be abourt right for a happy holiday
season for some folks we know.

ek e




oet and videographer

Christina Zawadiwsky

knows the passion of
commitment. For over six years
she has steadfastly produced
Where the Waters Meet, a local
access television program focus-
ing on the arts.

“To this date I have filmed,
narrated, and edited about four
hundred programs in this series.
I do these programs because [
want to facilitate a voice for
arfiSts in all genres. Because

artist concerns are by and large

excluded from mainstream tele-
vision.”

Without financial reward,
Zawadiwsky has lugged heavy
video equipment, spent hours
interviewing both local and
national figures, and has
endured the tedium of endless
sessions in the editing booth.

For her efforts, Zawadiwsky
has garnered numerous awards.
Two national awards and four-
teen local awards have won her
the reputation as a dynamo at
MATA channels 14 and 47.
Most recently she has won a
$1,500 Milwaukee County Art
Futures Award for Christina
Zawadiwsky's Cinepoems, cur-

rently on display through

December 4th ar Cardinal

Stritch College.

“These video poems are
autobiographical in one
sense, but in another sense

they are universal. They

aren't narratives, but they are
little dramas and comedies. |
use a MX12 Digital AV Mixer
to work with the coloring and
speed of the images. It’s like
making a continuous painting,
the image is always changing.”

Assisting Zawadiwsky is musi-
cian and boyfriend Joe Ross. “T'll
write ten to fifteen short guitar
pieces for just one line in a
poem,” says Joe. “We then select
the one we want to use. Qur
poetry videos are really many lit-
tle pieces making a whole. We
sometimes disagree and have to
make compromises, but getting
the feel of the poem across is the
most important thing.”

A successful poet,
Zawadiwsky has numerous
published books to her name,
among these are Sleeping with
the Enemy, The Hand on the
Head of Lazarus, and Kissing the
Murderer. Her video poems
have consummated a passionate

desire to create a

marriage between poetry and
video. The results are perhaps
her best work to date.

“I can’t say enough about
local access television! MATA
allows you to be tortally creative
and free. All you have to be is
eighteen years old, live in the
City of Milwaukee, and go

down and join!”

Story& photo by Waswo




‘I The World in Brief ”

2,000 MARCH IN
BUENOS AIRES

Two thousand marchers turned out for
Buenos Aires, Argéntina’s Sixth Lesbian,
Gay, Transvestite, Transsexual and Bisexual
Pride Parade Nov. 1.

Several other cities were represented as
well, including Rosario, Tucuman, Jujuy,
Cordoba and Montevideo, capital of neigh-
boring Uruguay. Among the 50 marchers
from Rosario were members of the new
group Mothers, Fathers and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays.

The parade began at historic Plaza de
Mayo and ended in front of Parliament.

“A kiss-in was staged to repudiate all
forms of institutional violence against
GLTB people,” correspondent Alejandra
Sarda reported via e-mail. “It ended up
being a joyful demonstration of our free-
going, boundaries-blurring natures, with

_ Roc‘I: ‘n Resale
The Lovelies ¢
\

everyone kissing everyone — journalists
and heterosexual allies included.”

Like in the old days in the U.S., TV
crews fixated on drag queens. “But they
took the opportunity to denounce the bru-
tal treatment they receive from policemen
all across the country,” Sarda said.

KAZAKHSTAN
LEGALIZES
GAY SEX

Kazakhstan's new criminal code does not
prohibit gay sex, Amnesty International
reported last week.

“Same-sex relations between consenting
adults is no longer a criminal offence,” the
group said. “Article 121 in the new crimi-
nal code only punishes ‘non-consenting’
homosexual relations, including with the
use of force and with a minor.”

Several other former Soviet republics
also have deleted their version of the
Soviet-era gay-sex ban.

5,000 PROTEST AGE
OF CONSENT IN
SYDNEY

More than 5,000 protesters descended
on the New South WalesParliament House
in Sydney, Australia, Oct. 22 demanding
that the age of consent for gay sex be
reduced to 16, which is the legal age for
straight sex.

The rally came on the eve of the first
reading of the Crimes Amendment (Sexual
Offences) Bill 1997, which would end the
discrimination.

Stevie Clayton of the Gay and Lesbian
Rights Lobby called on closeted gay parlia-
mentarians to “pay your dues,” provoking
the crowd ro chant “Out them, out them.”

Parliamentary debate on the matter
resumes in mid-November.
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SOUTH AFRICA
O0Ks LESBIAN
INSEMINATION

South Africa has OKd arrificial insemi-
nation of single women, including lesbians.
The change to the Human Tissue Act,
announced by Health Minister Nkosazana
Zuma, resulted from a Human Rights
Commission case filed by three unmarried
women. The old regulations restricted
insemination to women whom presented
written permission from their husbands.

BRITISH VETS
OBJECT TO GAY
COMMEMORATION

The Royal British Legion denounced the
London gay group QutRage! Nov. 2 for
laying pink carnations at the Cenortaph
Memorial.

OutRage!’s “Queer Remembrance Day,”
in honor of gays who served and died in the
military, preceded by one week Britain’s offi-
cial Remembrance Sunday commemoration.

“Actions of a political nature at a nation-
al memorial, especially at a time of remem-
brance, are bound to be distasteful to many
people,” the veterans' group said. “It is also
bound to offend many former soldiers.”

Britain bans homosexuals from its armed
forces but the policy likely will be struck
down as a result of lawsuits winding their
way through both the European Court of
Human Rights and the European Court of
Justice.

UKRAINIAN
MEDIA IGNORES
GAY MAGAZINE

The new Ukrainian gay magazine Our
Warld sent a free copy to 81 media outlets
and only got one bite back.

“The magazine has appeared absolurely



unclaimed by the mass media,” said Editor Andrei Maimulakhin.

In other news, the Ukrainian gay magazine One Of Us has split
into two publications after the publisher, the Demetrios agency,
and the editor, Leonid Nefedovich, had a falling out. The last
issue of the magazine was distributed free to 43 gay organizations
across the Ukraine and others in Belarus and Moldova.

Our World magazine may be ordered from P.O. Box 62,
348051 Lugansk, Ukraine. E-mail: editor@ourworld.lugansk.ua

CANADIAN ANGLICAN
BISHOPS APOLOGIZE

Canada’s Anglican bishops apologized in late October for hav-
ing been nasty to gays but then went on to insult them.

A pastoral statement issued at the bishops’ national convention
said: “The story of the Church’s attitude to gay and lesbian people
has too often been one of standing at a distance, even of preju-
dice, ignorance and oppression. All of us need to acknowledge this
and to repent for any part we may have had in creating it.”

But the statement added that gay candidates for ordination
must “shape their relationships so as to provide a wholesome
example to the people of God. Exemplary behavior for persons
who are not married includes a commitment to remain chaste.”

GROUNDBREAKING
EXHIBIT MOVES TO WEB

The Berlin Art Academy’s groundbreaking exhibit “100 Years
of the Gay Movement” has moved to the World Wide Web.

The three-month-long, $1.15-million show attracted over
80,000 visitors. The URL is http://www.gayactivism.com.

DUTCH HALT AIDS FUNDING

The Netherlands Ministry of Health, Well Being and Sport has
ended its financing of AIDS research, withdrawing 8.6 million
guilders (US$4.3 million) in funds.

Spokeswoman Wendy Reijmerink said the research had been
funded “far longer” than other “special projects” and now it’s time
for AIDS researchers to compete for grants like other biomedical
investigators. The Dutch AIDS Fund has appealed the decision to
Health Minister Els Borst-Eilers.

ARGENTINE PENSIONS DELAYED

Argentina’s recent decision to pay widow/widower pensions to
surviving same-sex partners has yet to result in any payments
because of heavy pressure placed on Social Security Secretary
Carlos Torres by right-wing politicians and the Catholic Church.

“The widower's pensions are in danger,” said activist Rafael
Freda. “Torres is under pressure for having granted them so he is
trying to delay everything. We are trying to exert social pressure in
order to grant the payment of the pensions.”

YOUR TRAVEL HEADQUARTERS
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Interview by Cobaol

Jorge

lessed with a quintessential American

name, comedian Bob Smith offers a

unique, whine-free perspective on grow-

ing up gay in America. Smith’s new

book, a collection of essays titled
““Openly Boh” has recieved rave reviews and covers
a wide field of topics from leshian ventriloquist
dummies to Newt Gingrich to hringing your
boyfriend home to your father’s funeral.

Smith tours the country with his comedy act and
has written for Funny Gay Males, Roseanne’s
Saturday Night Special, MTV and HBO. Smith is set
to star in a new gay sketch-comedy series for
Showtime.

Raised in Buffalo, he now lives in California with
his boyfriend, Tom. Milwaukee was a recent stop on
his book tour. On a bright fall afternoon, I met
Smith at the Pfister Hotel, we talked about his
book, his politics and what his mother doesn’t know
about him.

JC: What motivated you to write your book?

BS: I basically wanted to write a funny book, but then in
the writing, it sort of evolved as [I] wrote it. I didn’t want it
to be a joke book; I knew that ahead of time. I was an
English major in college and I read a lot. I tried to write
something that I thought was kind of substantial.

JC: There is a theory that most comedians come
from a dysfunctional background...

BS: I think it's very true, in general. I also have a thing that
most comedians are from an outsider point of view, whether
it’s Jewish, Black, Hispanic or women. I think gays and les-
bians are the last group to be sort of included in that. The
dysfunctional thing — I definitely came from a really
bizarre background. I'm the third son, so you're also in that
position in the family where you observe things, and I've
always been a smart-ass, basically.

JC: Was writing this book like therapy, did you see
it that way at all?

BS: No, I didn't. I've done all that therapy stuff. In the
broad sense writing is ... What's kind of interesting is you
find out a little better what you really think about things.
Then there’s also the fun element in it. You come up with a
really funny idea or a good play on words; that’s great. It
makes my day. I can’t wait to tell my boyfriend Tom, “Oh,
you know what I thought of today? This is really funny!”
JC: Are you political?

BS: Yeah, I think I'm political. I feel very political and cer-

L

R

Y

tainly my views have evolved over the years on gay rights
and gay issues. I'm in favor of us having any right straight
people have. I also thought it was just a funny play on
words, and I liked that it was a very clean, short essay.

[ took one idea and said “All right, he’s comparing being
gay to being an alcoholic.” Whereas I'm like, “Thart’s torally
insane, but being homophobic is like being an alcoholic.” 1
was doing all the word plays and gerting all the ideas our of
it in a nice, short two-and-a-half pages. So, that was fun; it
was more like a lictle craftsmanship thing.

The editor actually said, “Well, Newt Gingrich, is he real-
ly in the news or anything?” But my goal is always that the-
oretically if you read this book in fifty years, you could still
laugh and enjoy it. I think there’s always going to be stupid
politicians and it doesn't matter if no one remembers Newt
Gingrich. It’s just the idea of comparing being gay to being
alcoholic. Thar essay should still theoretically work.

It may sound pretentious, but I always think thar I don't
want it to be a book that you read and it’s our of date six
months later because all the jokes are so topical. I always try
to think in the long view; it makes it more interesting, I

think.

JC: Do you have a favorite chapter?

BS: Actually, I really like “Hurricane Bob.” The one on
heart-failure about my family is really good. And then one I
like (but probably no one else does), is the bird watching. |
wanted to see if I could write about something that I realize
no one else has any interest in. I wanted to see if I could
write about something that I knew was funny and the char-
acters were funny — that was going to more of a character-
driven piece — and make it interesting,

I'm also interested in environmental things and nature, so
that’s a personal favorite, [even though] I realize that it
might not be anybody else’s. I liked the one about moving
to New York. I think I'm happy with all of them for differ-
ent reasons. There’s one or two that I would wish T had a
shot to redo, because now I [would] sort of redo them a lit-
tle differently. Bur they're still funny and good. I talked to
the editor and he said, “You're just too fussy.” My boyfriend
Tom said I would be going to the bookstores and try to
change the words in the books with a pen. You have to let
go at some point.

JC: Have you let go?

BS: No, but I'm getting there. I've let go in the sense that it’s
published and there's nothing you can do — ic’s in print.
We're getting really good reviews like the Lambda Book
Report and Publishers Weekly and all these good things.

JC: What did Tom think about it?

BS: He really likes it. What's so amazing to me is that
[when] I would let him read these essays — and he gave me
a lot of advice on different ones — he never asked me o
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censor anything. Sometimes he would laugh out loud and go, “Oh
my God, I can'’t let the flea-market one ... Or, I'd make a joke
about his parents spending thousands of dollars on his acting train-
ing, so he could save $2.50 on a Archie’s jelly glass or something;
he thought that was hilarious. He really likes it.

JC: Is he supportive?

BS: Yes, he’s very supportive. He tells people he thinks [the book]
is hilarious. What was good was that he had read all the stories so
many times — or most of them— and then, when the book was
all done, he read it again and was still laughing.

JC: On the performance side, when it’s time for you to
face an audience, do you have a special ritual that you go
through, or do you say something to yourself mentally to
prepare?
BS: Yeah, definitely. I always try to be very focused and sorc of
think about it — get my head into thinking about the perfor-
mance, totally. I go over what I'm gonna do. I make sure that I go
on stage with a lot of energy — for me — it might not seem like it
to someone else, but you know, I'm very low key.

There’s no specific lines or anything, but I do go through sort of
a little “Don’t bother me.” Even if it’s only like ten or fifteen min-
utes before I just get my head together and look over my notes. 1
always keep a little ser list of what I'm gonna do. Many times
there’s one or two new jokes [ want to tell, like the newest one [
put in last week.

[ was thinking about this idea of being politically correct — and
I had already talked about that in my act — and then I thought of
the next thing to drive straight people crazy will be: “I don't want
to be called gay anymore. I want to be called Sodom-American.”
That's been getting a good laugh. That cracks me up, too. “I'm
Sodom-American. You got a problem with that? Don't call me
gay!” It’s a silly little joke, but you live for your little new joke.

JC: Do you have a mental first-aid kit that you apply if
you feel the audience is not responding the way you're
expecting them to?

BS: I'll always try to take into account what they’re laughing at and
maybe how long. If I need to give out a little more energy, I sort of
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juggle things in my head. Its like, [I think]
maybe I'll try this. Will they see me? You
try different things, and just move o differ-
ent material.

There are times when you [can] try
everything and it doesn't work and other
times when it's so easy that it’s unbeliev-
able. I've had standing ovations to half the
audience walking out. I did a show in St.
Louis a few weeks ago in a 700-sear theater
and it was the first time I ever gor a stand-
ing ovation after the set — it was great! But
[ also performed in Seattle in a 250-seat
comedy club and half the audience walk
out. I was a straight comedy club.' I don't
let either one go to my head.

JC: How do you keep yourself moti-
vated?

BS: Every performance is a different show.
It’s a unique event, or it should be theoreti-
cally — you just don’t want it to be “there [
go, performing again.” In Seattle I had no
control over [it] so I did the best I could. I
actually gave a really good performance,
because it made me angry bur, still, it was a
nightmare. There’s no way you can under-
estimate ir.

JC: There’s another chapter in the
book — the Bird watching chapter —
““Ma Nature.” There was a line that I
wanted to find out if it still rings
true? Is your relationship with nature
still “a source of amused astonish-
ment.”?

BS: Yes. Definitely! The newest one was the
one in Santa Fe where I went hiking with
those guys. That was sort of a tie-in with
that. What have I done recently? I went to
Palm Springs with Tom for a weekend in
the summer. There was this one nature
reserve and I went at dawn--early in the
morning. It was nothing particularly amus-
ing, but it was just great.

There was one dead tree with thirty vul-
tures in it sunning their wings as the sun
came up. They all turned their heads and
look at you like you're lunch or something,
I don't do it that often but when I do I
always find something interesting.

JC: Why is Hollywood so homophohic?

BS: There definitely is a tendency to say,
“All right, he’s a gay guy and thar’s all he
can do is gay comedy.” In writing it’s the

same way. | wrote for Roseanne’s sketch
show last year and I wrote almost 45
sketches and out of those sketches only
three had any gay subject matter. I'm still
the gay writer on that show.

What was good about that was that [
made friends with straight writers who sub-
sequently hired me for the MTV Video
Awards. I'm a really good joke writer, and it
has nothing to do being gay. Dennis Miller
used some of my jokes.

I do think there are opportunities now
for more gay and lesbian stories to be told.
They're new stories and they're interesting.
I have an idea for a movie that I'm going to
try to get made, so we'll see.

JC: You mentioned MTV. How was
that experience for you?

BS: It was the funniest two weeks. It was
really a great job. What was great abour it
was that they do the M7V Video Awards at
Radio City Music Hall. In the dress-
rehearsal I saw Smashing Pumpkins and
Alannis Morriset. They all come in to do
their concert and you're sitting there with
25 people in perfect center seats. It was like
getting a private concert. The one thing
about MTV is kinda hilarious because it’s
50 ... In a weird way it’s so serious, but so
superficial a thing — it's almost all style
over substance.

I was there two weeks ahead of time to
write up jokes. They told us (usually three
or four writers) to write for the presenters.
We knew Dennis Miller was going to be
the host, so we all wrote some jokes just o
give to him.

The presenters kept changing. We were
supposed to have Sylvester Stallone, bur he
never showed up. You'd give pages and
pages to all these celebrities like Jenny
McCarthy and Sharon Stone. We each had
an area of the stage and our celebrities that
we had to deal with; we'd go over the copy
with them so they were happy with it. It
was a big, glamorous, silly kind of thing. It
was fun.

JC: Do you see the gay and leshian
community making progress, not only
socially, but in the entertainment
business?

BS: Yeah, I do think we're making progress.
What's interesting is that everyone said if

borah b 1§

Ellen comes out it will probably kill the
ratings of the show. The show is one of the
best rated shows on ABC right now. It’s
like, number four in the demographics for
the eighteen to forty-nine audience. It’s
really strong and it’s very funny and ic’s a
much better show [now] that she’s out. It's
not the end of the world and that proves
that it doesn’t have to be — there’s an audi-
ence out there for stories about gay people.
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[ think it’s about time.

We still have a long way to
go on gay marriage and gay
youth. All these right-wing fun-
damentalists think that’s horri-
fying that you're going to teach
about homosexuality in schools.
I really feel strongly that gay
teenagers need information too.
There are reports that 25 or 33
percent of those kids commit
suicide because of problems
relating to their sexual orienta-
tion. They need people out
there to give them information
so they can avoid doing that.

I think it’s up to the gay
community to keep bringing
these things up. Like the gays in
the military — we've had set-
backs, but at least people are
discussing it. I think we have to
really speak up front. The more
people come out — and you
know you influence your
friends and your families — 1
think it makes a big change
with everyone coming out to
themselves

There are parents now who
are members of P-FLAG. A
friend of mine told me that her
mother started a P-FLAG chap-
ter in their small town in
Alabama. That’s like the parents
are coming out now — the par-
ents of gay children.

In my book I talked abour
my father telling people “I have
a gay son,” which, coming from
that typical macho guy thing,
he would never tell me that he
did that. I'm really proud that
he did it and it’s great. That
wouldn’t have happened if I
hadn't given my parents the
opportunity to know about my

life.

JC: Do you find that gay
males tend to he vain? Is
that a preoccupation of gay
males?

BS: I don't even need to think
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about thar. All men are vain.
Even the straightest out-of-
shape guy takes pride in wear-
ing an expensive three-piece
suit. It’s just that vanity takes
many different forms, and that’s
OK within boundaries. I some-
times play with how Tom and I
are, but if I make any general-
izations about gay men, I'm
fairly careful — in the book —
to say “some gay men.” We're a
hugely wide, diverse communi-
ty and I try to avoid stereatypical
remarks.

Even though Tom and [ do
go to flea-markets and collect
junk, that’s us, you know. It’s
also a significant part of many
gay men I know, but there are
also many gay men who could-
n't give two raps about it.
Whenever [ try to do anything |
try to make it specifically about
me. [There may be] one or two
generalizations, but...

JC: Do you feel that the
stereotypes in Hollywood
ahout gay and leshian peo-
ple are becoming less and
less, or is it more diverse?
BS: What's bad about when
they stereotype is that I find
they only do a one-note [pic-
ture] and the people are not as
interesting as they are in real
life. I have different portraits of
what I would call big queens in
my book, but the thing is that
in Hollywood, a big queen is
this effeminate man and he’s
usually just one way. It’s a very
narrow kind of portrayal. 1
make this distinction that being
a big queen is about having
flamboyant enthusiasm.
Enthusiasm is the thing thar’s
off-putting. It’s like someone
who could get so excited about
anything from Madonna to
their body, or whatever.

That’s interesting and those
are real characters. Even drag



queens are presented one way and usually
they're more interesting in real life. I like
that a drag queen can be totally into
Marylin Monroe and maybe

smokes pot all the time and has a eating
disorder. It’s just that [Hollywood] is too
one-note and it’s not interesting and it's
unbelievable to me.

JC: You mention in the hook that
there are queens that are non-gay,
like the people who worship Elvis
Presley.

BS: The people who like Elvis are big
queens about Elvis. They're the flip side of
the gay men who worship Judy Garland —
and to update it — Madonna. It’s just the
same. My feeling is that if you're worship-
ping some dead celebrity, you've gor a little
problem no matter what your sexual orien-
tation is. So get a life (laughter)!

JC: Can you tell me something about
yourself that nobody else knows?
And, mayhe if your mother would
pick up this interview and read it she
would say, “Oh my God, I didn’t
know that about him.”

BS: Let me see. Well, I cant give you my
deepest dark secrets. How about I think
about sex a lot more than people would
assume [ do?

JC: Is there a lot of compromising in
your line of work?

BS: No. It's the one great thing about
stand-up, you write the jokes, you control
‘em, so that’s great. That's what I love
about stand-up, you're the writer, producer
and performer. As for the book, we defi-
nitely edited the book and I rewrote stuff.
Ultimately the editor kept saying, “It’s your
book.”

I worked for Roseanne on Saturday
Night Special and while there were a few
things that sort of went beyond my con-
trol, there was one sketch that gor on the
very last show; by then we knew we were
canceled. It was a film parody called
Republican Pictures Presents: [ Was a Teenage
Homosexual, and it’s done in black and
white like a 1950s horror movie. A kid in
high school is in the school laband he's
experimenting with homosexuality. He
drinks a potion and he turns gay! It's totally
over the top and it’s done like a coming

attraction.

That came out with no compromises. |
think it's really funny and the performances
were great. That was good and I was glad
to get something out of it that I felt was
exactly whar I wanted. You can do that in

TV, so I do see that being possible.

JC: Do you have a favorite performer
that you've learned from?

BS: I loved Woody Allen and Lilly Tomlin
in high school and college as stand-up
comics. In a weird way I've learned a lot
more from watching my friends perform.
It’s just how they bring their energy to
something or tell a story. I think they've
been a bigger influence on me in the long
run. | have a lot of friends who are standup
comics. It’s not that you copy them, but
you can learn story-telling techniques or
just technical things that are interesting.

I have a friend Judy Gold, who's a
comic. She always gives 100 percent for
every performance. She’s great and I've seen
her perform a zillion different times. When
she feels sick or somerhings not going well
with her life — I mean, we're friends —
she still gives a great show. I admire tha.

JC: What’s you philosophy? Do you
have a philosophy of life?

BS: I was telling someone else that — you
get into all your religious values — I try to
treat people well and fairly, bur somerimes
I don't. One sort of saving grace for me —
one trait [ have that makes me think I can
be a good writer is that I'm curious. I'm
curious about a lot of different things,
about different people.
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TAP DOGS At The
Riverside Theater

Tap Dogs, the irreverent, rocking the-
atrical experience that turns tap upside
down on and industrial, construction-site
set, will play a limited engagement of 8
performances only at Milwaukee's
Riverside Theater from December 16 to
December 21, 1997.

Tap Dogs has become an international
award-winning sensation since its premier
in Australia in 1995, having played sold-
out engagements in over 100 cities
around the world. USA Today announced
“Tap Dogs and unleashed genre.” The Los
Angeles Times claimed “few dance experi-
ences are as passionately connected to the
here and now,” and New York's Time Out
Magazine called them “a high-voltage tap

Gay Youth Featured in
New Photography Book

In Adam Mastoon’s recently released first book The Shared
Heart, we find “a stirring combination of photography and nar-
rative [that] joins exquisite portraits of lesbian, gay and bisexual
young people with powerful stories about their lives.”

There are athletes, painters, class presidents and performing
artists who recount experiences that are as diverse as their back-
grounds. “One young man recounts his religious family’s strug-
gle to accepr his gay identiry.” ;

A young Asian female tells of the formidable rask she goes
through to reconcile her bisexuality with her Asian-American
heritage. “Others tell of long afternoons in the library devouring
books that assured them that they were not alone.”

Elton John says, “ The Shared Heart is a celebration of young
people facing the challenges of growing up lesbian, gay, and
bisexual and living empowered lives. Through this book, we

begin to know these extraordinary young adults as human
beings rather than as stereotypes or statistics... .” This book
invokes a celebration of self-respect and pride that comes from
recognizing and being who we are. (William Morrow publishers, —LDominque, age 17. Photo: Adom Mastoon
ISBN: 0-688-14951-6, $25).




sensation. A hell of a good time.”

Tap Dogs made its North American
debut in Montreal in August, 1996, and
played to enthusiastic audiences and criti-
cal acclaim on a limited tour of North
America prior to New York City, where it
opened at the Union Square Theater in
March of 1997. A parent company contin-
ues to perform there. Dien Perry earned a
1997 Drama Desk Award nominartion for
“Best Choreography” and the show has
recently been honored with a 1997 Obie
Award.

The show was created and choreo-
graphed by Dien Perry, and features a cast
of the best tap dancers from Australia and
the U.S. Tickets range from $14.50 to
$38.50, and can be purchased in person at
the Riverside Theater Box Office and at all
TicketMaster locations. Groups of 15 or
more should call (414) 276-4545.

Milwakee Chamber
Theater Giftwraps
‘““Beyong The Fringe”’

Milwaukee Camber Theater continues
its 1997/1998 season with the timeless,

hilarious British comedy Beyond The Fringe
December 6, 1997 through January 4,

From Left: Chris Flielles, Bo Johnson, Mondy Carter
Photo by Tom Fritz Studios

1998 in the Studio Thearter of the
Broadway Theater Center. The cast
includes known Milwaukee comic actors
Chris Flieiller, Bo Johnson, Mondy Carter
and Jack Forbes Wison.

Beyond The Fringe launched the careers

of Alan Bennett, Peter Cook, Johnathan
Miller, and Dudley Moore. They created
the hilarious revue for the 1960 Edinburgh
Arts Festival, and later stared in the open-
ing in London’s Fortune Theater in 1961.
and premiered in New York in 1962. The
play has inspired such creations as Monty
Python, Saturday Night Live, and In Living
Color, among many others.

Montgomery Davis, who will direct this

lelle

production, describes it as “a wacky and
witty kaleidescope of high and low comedy
that transends its University origins.”
Ticket prices range from $24 to $49, and
are available at the Broadway Theater
Center box office, 158 North Broadway or
by calling (414) 291-7800. $15 student
tickers, $2 senior discounts and group rates
are also available.
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A facilitated discussion on heliday issues faced by
the LGBT community

Tuesday, Dec. 9 % 6:30-10 PM
ME&M Club » Upstairs « 124 N. Water St.

Facilitated by Andy Bagnall, Manager of ARCW's Bay & Leshian Outreach;
Gary Hollander, PhD; Cathy Arney CICSW, CMFT. Call Andy at 225-1502 for

more information.

Followed by a “SCHMOOZE & CRUISE"” holiday party.
* Eat, drink and be Mary! %
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UWM Theater
Presents ‘““You Can’t
Take It With You”

The University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee Professional Theater Training
Program in the School of Fine Arts will
present one of the most popular American
comedies ever written, George S.
Kauffman and Moss Hart’s You Cant Take
It With You from December 4 through
December 20 in the Fine Arts Theater,
2400 East Kenwood Blvd.

Winner of the Pulitzer prize for drama
in 1936, the play tells the story of young
lovers from two very different families:
Alice of the bohemian and eccentric
Sycamores, and Tony of the straight-laced
and proper Kirbys. Their romance blos-
soms in spite of fireworks explosions, G-

men on the prowl and other screwball
antics. Amid the laughter, this sweetly
romantic work will remind audiences of
the importance of following their dreams.
Tickets are $16 adults, $12 students for
Friday and Saturday evenings, and $14
adults, $10 students for week nights and
matinees. For tickets and more informa-
tion call the Fine Arts Box Office (414)
229-4308. There will be a First Friday
Talkback after the December 5 perfor-

mance.

Cream City Chorus
“Home for the
Holidays”’

Traditional Christmas music is the fare
at the Wisconsin Cream City Chorus' hol-
iday concert this year. “Home for the
Holidays” will take you back to memories

Florentine Opens Season With La Boheme

The Florentine Opera, Milwaukee's grand opera company, will open its 1997/1998
Season with Puccini’s “blockbuster” opera, La Boheme for four performances on
November 21, 22, 23, and 25, 1997 in the newly renovated Uhlein Hall of the
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.

One of the world’s most performed and adored operas of all time, La Boheme is
considered a masterful opera that depicts the life and loves of a band of bohemians in
mid-19th century Paris. On a freezing Christmas Eve, Mimi and Rodolpho meet and
fall in love while they and their bohemian friends struggle with poverty, love and
death. The warmth and fervor of the artist’s garret, the Cafe Momus and the Barrier

d’Enfer all come alive on stage in this magnificent opera.

To meet the high demand for tickets, the Florentine Opera has added a non-sub-
scription performance on Tuesday, November 25 at 7:30 p.m. La Boheme will be sung
in Italian with English supertitles projected above the stage for all performances.
Tickets range from $20 to $90 and can be purchased by calling the Marcus Center
box office at (414) 273-7206.




of voices raised in praise and celebration,
including many of the standard and most
beautiful songs of the Christmas season.
The concert marks the first major perfor-
mance under the direction of Ken
McMonagle, who assumed the role of
Music Director in September.

“Home for the Holidays” will be held at
3 p.m., Sunday, December 7 at St. James
Episcopal Church, 833 W. Wisconsin
Avenue. Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at
the door and are available at BESTD
Clinic, M&M Club, and AfterWords
Bookstore. Tickets are also available from
chorus members or by contacting the cho-
rus office at (414) 344-WCCC; or by mail
to PO Box 1488, Milwaukee, W1 53201-
1488.

Skylight Opera
Theater Presents
BoyGirlBoyGirl

The Skylight Opera Company Theater
announces that the Miller Cabnaret Sries
will present BoyGirlBoyGirl. This vocal
quartet is comprised of Milwaukee
singer/actors L. Thomas Lueck, Jack Forbes
Wilson, Laura Neuser and Michaela
Chaconas. They [erforma a wide-ranging
musical repertoire spanning the decades of
the 1930%s and 1940’s to the present day.

Piano accompanyment will be per-
formed by Josh Schmidt. Audiences can
enjoy BoyGirlBoyGirl after each Firday and
Saturday performance of *Gus and Dolls*
which runs November 28 through
December 21. BoyGirlBoyGirl is sponsored

by Miller Brewing Company and is free -

and open to the public.

Trading Post to
Metropolis:
Milwaukee County’s
First 150 Years

A must-have publication for Milwaukee
history enthusiasts, Trading Post to
Metropolis: Milwaukee Countys First 150
Years, is once again available at the
Milwaukee County Historical Society. This
420 page book has an extensive index and

100 photos. It sells for $18, plus tax.

This publication describes the history of
Milwaukee County’s growth from a fur-
trading center to a modern urban metropo-
lis. It is edited by Ralph Adermann, and is
composed of six sections written by local
scholars and historians deeply interested in
Milwaukee County history and metropoli-
tan problems.

This valuable reference volume, first

published in 1987, commemorates
the County’s 1985 Sesquicentennial
observance.
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Take Pride. End AIDS.

For more information call, 800-334-AIDS.

Brought to you by the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin in cooperation with Gay men from throughout the state, ARCW

C31997 by The AIDS Resource Canter of Wisconsin
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New York's Hotel GChelsea holds a long tradition, for sheltering writers, musicians and artists.
Mark Twain slept here, as did Aaron Gopeland and Fimi Hendviv. JSecking both history and
ambiance, Waswo spends the weekend in a suite ramored to have once housed Fanis Jolpin.
Did Sid Vicious hill his girdfriend in this vegy room? Has Madonna been between these sheets?

y

Grandeur

ing Pinot Grigio straight from the bottle. No wonder I never
make the “A” list on the cockeail party circuit. This morning
there is an empty bottle, a full ash tray, and a throbbing headache.

The telephone is ringing somewhere. Reluctantly I let warm air
escape from under warm sheets. I'm standing chilled and naked as
I answer the phone, a streak of sunlight pouring in on crumpled
blankets. It amazes me that I could have been sleeping in such
bright light.

It’s the desk clerk. His voice is both apologetic and firm.

“I'm very sorry sir, but there are two prop stylists from the Rosie
O'Donnell Show here to measure your room. If you don’t mind,
they'll need to come up in a few minutes. They're shooting a seg-
ment on Monday.”

[ hesitate. Looking around the room I see strewn clothes,
messed sheets, empty bottles and dirty glasses. Tommy isn't in bed.
There is the sound of running water coming from the bath.

“Give us ten minutes.” [ reply.

[ pull on trousers and hobble to pull back the shower curtain.

“What?” Tommy asks incredulously. -

“Prop stylists!” I repeat.

It takes a few moments for us to grasp reality. We are at the
Hotel Chelsea, and anything can happen.

I fly around dumping ash trays, clearing tables, and straighten-
ing beds. The blinds of the bay window are pulled, and the
Hudson River is seen glistening between concrete towers and bill-

J ust last night I was chain-mouthing Marlboroughs and suck-

boards. Tommy has draped on his robe and sits blank-faced at the
edge of the bed.

There is a knock on the door and a hotel manager enters with a
bearded man and a smartly-dressed women. They thank us for
allowing the intrusion, then pull out tape measures, and busily
start measuring windows. The furniture is appraised, with the
bearded man making swift notes on pads of paper.

“We'll have to ger rid of these blinds and use the sheers,” the
smartly-dressed woman announces. "Can we ger that leopard skin
couch into this room? I think it would look great with the fireplace.”

“This vanity table is magnificent,” the bearded man asserts.

“Is this the same one Madonna used? Rosie’s going to love it!”

The hotelier raises his head in a slight nod. The prop stylists jor
down a few additional notes, thank us once more, and make their exir.

Tommy still sits a bit dazed on the bed. “Well, I've never been
woken up like that before!”

nearly every creative personage who has ever spent time in
Manhattan. Built in 1882 as an elegant residential hotel for
artists, it was once the tallest building in New York. Renters were
enticed by ten-room apartments with stain glass windows, fire-
places, mahogany cupboards and thirteen-foot ceilings. Its red
brick facade and florid iron balconies still form an imposing pres-
ence on West 23rd Street.
During the Depression the grand suites of the Chelsea were cut

Thc Hotel Chelsea seems to creep into the biographies of

Jtory and Photo by Waswo
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into smaller rooms for the housing of tran-
sients. The hotel developed a reputation for
seedy grandeur. By the 1960’s it had
become, in the words of Patricia Morrisroe,
“a psychedelic Coney Island for creative
geniuses and freaks.”

Rock musicians have adored the thick
walls that allow for noisy composing. Jimi
Hendrix, John Lennon, Bob Dylan, Janis

Joplin, and Sid Vicious all called the hotel
home. Joni Mitchell’s popular song Chelsea
Morning was composed in a one of the
suites. More recently Jon Bon Jovi has writ-
ten Chelsea at Midnight.

Virgil Thomson composed Lord Byron,
the first American opera, while staying at the
hotel. Playwright Arthur Miller enjoyed the
casual comfort of the Chelsea. Reportedly, he
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had become tired of the pretention at the
Plaza. He disliked feeling like he had to put
on a tie just to pick up his mail.

Struggling rock poet Patti Smith once
carried her deathly ill boyfriend, Robert
Mapplethorpe, into the lobby of the
Chelsea. Begging hotel manager Stanley
Bard to allow them free rent in exchange
for artwork, they were given a small room.
The soon to be famous odd couple made
some of their first important connections
within the Chelsea’s lobby.

Today, there are 250 units that consist of
some 400 separate rooms. The Hotel
Chelsea is one of the few hotels in New
York that cater to both residential and tran-
sient customers. There are an estimated five
hundred people in the building at any
given time.

Vestiges of the hotel’s gilded age are still o
be found: a magnificent dark-paneled lobby
complete with mammoth fireplace, a grand
ironwork staircase thar rises ten floors, and
the occasional stain glass window, marble
fireplace, or mahogany cabinet.

Tommy and I had reserved a small room
with balcony. Upon our arrival we were
told that “a Russian entertainer” refused to
vacate the room, and consequently we had
been “bumped-up” to a premier suite. The
suite was more expensive, but was given to
us at a bargain rate.

The desk clerk made reassurances as to
the room’s value. “Madonna filmed in this
room, gentlemen, as did Isabella Rossellini.
Janis Joplin once lived in it.”

The suite consists of kitchen, bedroom,
bath, guest bed, and huge living area cen-
tered around a marble fireplace. Gorgeous
antique furniture mingles with oddly-
painted rock-and-roll tables. It very well
seems like a place Janis Joplin could have
once called home.

tanley Bard can’t help but name-
Sdrop. He has worked ar the Hortel

Chelsea for nearly forty years, and
has managed the venerable institution for
over thirty. “We probably have the most
intellecrual clientele of any hotel in the
world,” he states proudly. “Almost every
room has housed a person of world-renown
at one time or another.”

Bard looks thinly energetic behind a mas-



sive wooden desk. His hair is slicked back
and he sits erect in an immaculate grey suit.
As if looking for clues, he scrutinizes my tape
recorder with dark eyes. Above us, an elabo-
rately painted ceiling retreats beneath a cen-
tury-thick skin of nicotine.

“My father use to run this hotel. My
mother would drag me down here to see
him. I feel like I've been a part of this hotel
my entire life. I could talk for weeks about
the Chelsea Hotel!

“First of all it is a literary landmark.
People like Mark Twain, Eugene O'Neill,
Dylan Thomas, O’Henry, Edger Lee
Masters ... they all lived and worked here.
Contemporaries like Arthur Miller and
William Burroughs loved this hotel. Arthur
C. Clark wrote 2001 and 2010 here.”

Bard’s hands chop the air in excited
punctuation. As the litany of Hotel Chelsea
luminaries continues, he extends his fingers
as if keeping count. When Stanley Bard
drops names it can sound like a cascade of
marbles falling on a hardwood floor.

“In the old days we had people from the
artworld like Sargent and Arthur Dove.
Willem DeKooning stayed here. More
recently we've had people like Julian
Schnabel, Rauschenberg, Christo. Larry
Rivers is a good friend of mine. I was at a
show of his just the other night. It just
opened at Marborough Gallery.

“The people who stay here are not just
guests of the hotel. They are very dear
friends. Andy Warhol was a friend of mine.
He used this hotel to film Chelsea Girls
because Vivre and the other actresses were
living here. Chelsea Girls is just one of
many movies shot in this horel.

“Woody Allen has used the hotel quite a
bit for films. Christian Slater did films here.
Bed of Roses was the last, I think.

“Jane Fonda was staying here while she
filmed Klute. She called herself Chelsea in
one of her films. She took that name from
the hotel, and the film worked to popular-
ize it. Hillary Clinton’s daughter Chelsea is
named after this hotel. Whether she’s aware
of that, I don’t know!”

The Hotel Chelsea’s front lobby is a
minor treasure trove of art. Next to the fire-
place a huge Larry Rivers canvas competes
for attention among equally impressive
paintings and sculpture.

The ten-floor staircase is lined with
paintings. The Chelsea Hotel has had a tra-
dition of occasionally accepting artwork in
lieu of rent.

“I've been collecting my entire life. |
know the entire artworld. Karl Appel, who
use to stay here, just came by. He was look-
ing to put up a few of his friends. The nice
part is that people always leave with a good
feeling. Even if they have moved up to larg-

er studios and apartments, they continue to
use this hotel to board their friends.”

newspaper clipping hangs framed
Anear the front desk. The history of

the Chelsea is given in derail, but
large strokes of red pen blot out selected
paragraphs. The murder of Nancy Spungen
by Sex Pistol Sid Viscous remains, for
Stanley Bard, a blood red splotch on his
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establishment’s reputation.

Bard steadfastly refuses to give room
numbers. “People are always asking for
specific rooms. It becomes a problem.
Most of the numbers reported in the
media are wrong, anyway."

But not knowing room numbers means
a guest can imagine the stabbing death of
Nancy Spungen most anywhere. “Sid
stayed in a lot of different rooms when he
was here,” says Bard. “After the failed
double-suicide 1 banned him from the
hotel. He later committed suicide in the
East Village.”

[ return to the Janis Joplin suite, only
to be stopped at the door. A burly
Japanese man dressed in a dark suit is
stretching out a hand. His hair is shoulder
length, and there is an intense look in his
eye. The door to an adjoining room is
open, and the smell of oil paints reeks in
the hallway.

His name is Hiroya. A thirty-two year
old artist who lives and works in the
Hotel Chelsea. His tiny room only holds
a bed, a sink, and a small dresser.
Canvases are stacked to the ceiling, and
drips of paint adhere to the carper like sta-
lagmites.

He explains that he has lived in the
Chelsea for nearly a year.

“I use to have a studio in TriBeCa, but
it became too expensive.”

He eagerly shows me his work. One by
one large black compositions are dragged
into the sunlit stairwell for me to sece.
Dark work, textured and inscrutable.

“l make ceremony paintings. In my
paintings I am inside my casket. [ am
already dead.”

I nod, as if I understand, pretending
hard not to appear puzzled. Is Hiroya
crazy? A genius? Am I perhaps standing
next to a future celebrity?

Back in the suite, I discover a fresh
bouquet of flowers sitting upon the cock-
tail table that stands in front of the fire-
place. Tommy has bought the assorted
blooms across the street, and has carefully
arranged them. He is smiling and busily
writing at the vanity table. He quietly
waits for me to notice the floral gift. His
grey hair and contented face are reflected
by three ornate mirrors. Madonna he's
not. But angelic he is. ¥
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by Jim Andrews

“The most original girl singer who ever
made a record.”

“The singer whose songs the world falls
in love to0.”

“The most exciting singer performing
today.”

“Who? Never heard of her.”

In her remarkable journey as one of the
top record-sellers of all time-more than a
hundred million albums and singles sold
worldwide—; as an internartional concert,
theater and supperclub performer; and as
the singer of dozens of Gold and Platinum
record hits, among them some of the most
significant popular songs of the second half
of the century, Joni James has heard it all.

Recently mostly she hears how wonder-
ful she is and how much she means to peo-
ple’s lives. Or she hears that someone has
never heard of her.

That's the way it goes for Joni, mostly
because after two decades as M-G-M
Records’ top star, as the best-selling record-
ing artist on military posts around the
world, as a constantly-in-motion interna-
tional performing attraction, she quietly
exited show business to care for an ailing
husband and rear their two young children.

Joni’s nearly two decades as a wife,
mother and neighbor in a beautiful French
Normandy-styled chateau in Beverly Hills,
California (the neighbors included Lucille
Ball, Jack Benny, Ira Gershwin, Jimmy
Stewart and Rosemary Clooney), were years
she enjoyed every bit as much as those at
the pinnacle of show business fame.

She and her husband-career director-
conductor Anthony Acquaviva became
beloved as normal people in a glamorous
and prestigious but abnormal community.
Their ltalian dinner dances, with Joni

doing the cooking for an entire week and
the Acquaviva children MichelAngeo and
Angela Mia presenting roses to the ladies as
they entered, became coveted invitations
(“What did T do wrong?” one Hollywood
grande dame asked Joni once, “We haven't
gotten an invitation lately”).

Those years living the quiet life resulted
in several generations of music lovers not
knowing who Joni James was, while several
other generations continued to covet her
recordings—which on the resale market had
climbed to about $100 for a mint copy- ,
wonder where she had gone, and patiently
wait for her reappearance.

That reappearance finally came a decade
ago, when Tony Acquaviva died, still a vital
artist and businessman, after 20 years bat-
tling constant medical emergencies result-
ing from devastating diabetes. Though
Joni had not thought of making music
again, the continuing interest in her record-
ings—the masters of which she and
Acquaviva visionarily had acquired from
M-G-M — and pleading inquiries about
when she would be performing again
inspired her to emerge from private life.

And now she is back, looking and
sounding much the same, enjoying terrific
response to the albums she has released on
compact disc both in the United States and
abroad, all remastered in digital stereo
under her personal supervision and includ-
ing the justly-famed brilliant cover art and
photography which accompanied her origi-
nal albums. And she is performing here,
there and everywhere to packed houses and
standing ovations. Her appearance last year
at Avery Fisher Hall in Lincoln Center was
chosen New York City’s Concert Event of
1996.

James is singing the hits which have sold
millions and millions of records world-
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wide-"Why Don’t You Believe Me,” “Have
You Heard,” “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” “My
Love, My Love,” “How Important Can It
Be" (currently featured in the movie “L.A.
Confidential” and a major attraction on the
successful soundrrack C.D.), “There Goes
My Heart” and many, many others—but
also singing some of the newer ballads she
has found worthwhile. And doing an “after
hours” jazz set showing a whole different
side of her talents. She also is recording
new music.

Though James has never thought of her-
self as making a comeback-"1 never felt I
was away,” she reflects—she is delighted to
find her concert audiences include not only
her eternally faithful family of fans but new
friends too—Yuppies, Generation Xers, col-
lege students and even some teenagers. Her
international fan club headquartered in
Chicago includes thousands of members
from 9 to 99.

“It all overwhelms me,” she says. “It cer-
tainly is something no one could have
planned. I love the feeling at concerts of
sharing music we love with longtime fans
and new friends.”

She tends to perform with young musi-
cians on stage with her, explaining, “It’s
never been in my nature to be nostalgic or
look back. I'm always lookin’ for something
new. Even as a child, I tended to bore easi-
ly, and I still am always searching for the
next innovation.”

As a child, growing up in Chicago, Joni
learned early how to survive and triumph
over adversity. Her real name is Joan
Carmella Babbo and she comes from a
large and loving ltalian-American clan
which still brings her back home regularly
for birthdays, weddings and just-spending-
time-together. Her father died when she
was 4-1/2, leaving two younger children



and another on the way, and
her petite and pretty mother
Mary reared the little family
with little money burt a lor of
love,

James attended Catholic
schools on charity wearing
hand-me-downs and got her
first taste of show business at
age 9 in a Chicago Park
District summer program.
Her first love was ballet, and
she pursued it with a
vengeance. Repeatedly offered
vocal scholarships she was
perplexed and frustrated. But
eventually she did become a
singer, famous for her unique-
ly intimarte voice and confes-
sional style and for not only
performing a song brilliantly
but truly living it.

Her performances in
Milwaukee and Wisconsin go
back to the years before she
began making records, when
she worked at summer resorts
and in small clubs. After she
seemingly overnight became
the top record seller in the
nation she appeared at the top
theaters and fairs. Her fans,
legendary in show business for
their loyalty and protective
attitude, were thrilled to find
that as her star rose higher
and higher Joni remained the
same unspoiled, thoroughly
natural girl.

“It’s been said I'm in
show business but not of ir,
and [ take that as a compli-
ment,” she says.

James has always enjoyed a
large gay following, right from
the beginning of her record
career when neither the word
or the subject was mentioned
publicly. Having been
involved in the arts since her
preteen years, gay people were
part of her natural landscape,
both unremarkable to have as
friends and unremarked upon.

Though an international
traveler and having homes in
New York City, Chicago,
California and Florida, tiny
brown-haired, brown-eyed
James clearly has remained a
Midwestern girl, thoroughly
unaffected and with no hid-
den agendas and a Lady with
a capital “L.” Journalists are
forever trying to discover the
secret of her success, or whar
makes her so unique as a per-
son and an artist, or what
makes her tick. “All I can say
is what you see is what you
get,” she says. “I guess I've
never been very good at hid-
ing who I am or what I am
thinking. My life truly has
been an open book.”

Now that book has a new
chapter. She recently married
a longtime friend, Gen.
Bernard A. Schriever, USAF
Ret., one of the authors of the
United States space program,
and they are at home in a
beauciful estate in
Washington, D.C. The mar-
riage doesn’t mean she will
disappear again, as Schriever
has been of the most signifi-
cant influences in Joni James
going back on stage again.
Besides recording and com-
pleting a highly-anticipated
autobiography, James is cur-
rently scheduling a string of
important concerts interna-
tionally.

Everywhere she appears
long lines of fans form to
greet her. Each person has his
or her own story about the
place of Joni James and her
music in their lives.

“I find it truly an awesome
responsibility to live up to
people’s expectations,” James
reflects, “and 1 hold that
responsibility close to my
heart.”
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Another Barbra Book

Barry Dennen Tells All & Then Some

Interview by William Attewell

ately, Barbra Streisand seems to have
Lrvcrything she could possibly need.

Her new CD, “Higher Ground” has
just hit the streets, her romance with James
Brolin remains in high gear, and then, of
course there’s another new book. Barry
Dennen, a gay man, lived and slept with
Barbra Streisand during her early career in
New York City. Recently, I spoke with
Barry about Barbra, and why the world
needs another Barbra book.

WA: Have you seen In & Out?
BD: Yes.

WA: And how many times have you
seen Funny Lady?

BD: I had to sit through Funny Lady once
(laughter). It's so over the top, and it seems to
borrow an awful lot from Funny Girl, don't
you think. I'm not a Barbra person. It's just
that very early on she and I lived together,
and had a little affair. I put together her first
club act for her, which got her going.

WA: What do you think your book [has]
that the other books on Barbra don’t
have in [them]?

BD: My book isnt a biography. It's a2 memoir,
and it only treats the few years that we were
together.

WA: So why did you write it?
BD: In 1992 Jim Spada’s biography of Barbra
came out. Jim's an old pal of mine, Vanity
Fair printed an excerpt and it was all about
my relationship with Barbra,

When I saw it I thought — you know —I
should be writing about this. I know all the

stories, and all the little anecdotes thar I've
really never told to anybody.

About the same time, Barbra gave me a
series of long telephone calls. She told me she
didn’t have any money. | said, “I know how
you can make a lot of money — do con-
certs.” She got very frightened and said, “No,
no, no, no. I can't do that.”

I ralked to her for hours and hours about
doing concerts. | told her they could put up
security gates, and no one would be able o
get near her, nobody would have a chance of
attacking her or hurting her in any way. Then
we talked abour her stage fright, and I talked
her through that, I said, “Yeah, you're gonna
have it, you'll have stage fright.” And then I
said, “Bur ... the minute you get out there
you're gonna love it.”

A few months later she announced her
famous New Year’s Eve Concert in Las Vegas
at the MGM Grand, 1 think it was. I
thought, gee, this all feels very familiar. This
feels like [it did] back in *59-'6D, when I first
met her, and I was giving her all this advice,
and my fix on what she should do. Those two
events combined inside me to determine me
to write my own book.

WA: Barhra got her idea for her con-
cert series from you?

BD: Not completely. I imagine a lot of peo-
ple had ralked to Barbra abour singing again,
I can’t honestly say that [ was the one who
did that.

I think I was the first one who said, “Now
wait a minute. Let’s go through this step by
step, and let’s talk about what you're fright-
ened about and let’s and how you can get
over that.” I mean, I took a lor of time talking
to her about how she was going to be feeling.
I said, “Yeah, you are gonna be fecling that
way; that's very scary. There’s probably is
some nut out there who wants to be the man
who killed Barbra Streisand — like the man
who killed John Lennon.”

She said, “You're scaring me. You're scaring
me.” And I said, “Well, Barbra, let’s face this.
What can we do to make sure nobody with a
weapon gets near you?”

That’s when I came up with the idea of
using the security gates and all that shic. I
don't know whether the concerts were coinci-

- dental, or not.

WA: Is there anything that you wish
you hadn’t included in the hook?
BD: I went back and forth and wondered

abour whether I should include the sexual sit-
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uations. | was certainly in was love with
Barbra, and I think she was in love with me,

I decided that it would be dishonest if |
didn’t put them in. | made them as discrete as
I could.

WA: When I read [in your book] that
Barbra said this and said that, — I
know I can’t remember what somehody
said ten days ago. When you guote
Barbra as saying, “How are my tits?" I
sort of go, gee...

BD: Well, obviously I didn't tape record all
our conversations while we were living
together. I remember the incidents very, very
clearly in terms of the feeling of them, and
the emotionality of them and what happened
during them. I remember all of that. I would
just try and go back, and close my eyes, and
see if | couldn’t hear her voice.

WA: How is your relationship with
Barbra now?

BD: The last time we spoke was on May lst
when my book had to go to press, and 1
wanted her to give me [permission] to use
some quotations to be included in the book. I
didn't want to paraphrase her. I thought the
way she wrote was really charming and there
wasn't anything romantic or purulent in
them; it was really all about work.

Thar all became the last chapter of the book.
That's the last time I heard from Barbra. |
doubr that I'll hear from her again.

WA: Why do you say that?

BD: Because | think she is cheap. They used
to say that Greta Garbo would drop her
friends whenever they said anything about
her to the press. I can remember Katherine
Hepburn dropping Garson Kanin when he
was the first one to reveal in a book that
Hepburn and Spencer Tracy had had a long
and loving affair. She dropped him as a
friend. Now, Hepburn is happy to yammer
on about it for hours. At that time she said
she would drop anybody who ralked about
her in the press. I think Barbra feels the same
way ... it’s interesting that you haven't
brought up any gay issues.

WA: I guess my interest was really
Barbra... unless going out with Barbra
turned you gay... that would be news.

BD: I don't want to promote any stereotypes.
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Borbra Streisand
“Higher Ground”
Columbia

n sever-
al occa-
sions |

have said to
friends and
- family, that |
would never review a Barbra Streisand
film or musical endeavor, simply
because it is very difficult for me to be
objective. I grew up listening to this
woman’s voice. She filled my room and
heart with music, and brought comfort
through my adclescence. Her voice
made me quiver. Her albums were my
fscapﬂ frOm feﬂlif}ﬁ my way OF rcgrollp—
ing and starting anew. But listening to
“Tell Him” being sung by Celine Dion
and Barbra brought back happy
thoughts, and [ believe that's the heart
and purpose of “Higher Ground.” So [
decided to tell as many people who
would listen!

Each track on “Higher Ground” is
accompanied by a liner note by Barbra
about the song, making it very person-
al. Each track has an emotional depth
that will remind those “Barbra” fans of
her early work-not over produced or
rehearsed. This is a relaxed, top-
notched Streisand. The tracks that are
most impressive include “Higher
Ground” with inspiring lyrics; “At The
Same Time” sung with background
vocals Phillip Ingram, Alex Brown,
Lynn Davis, Jim Gilstrap and The
Carol Lombard Children’s Choir; “Tell
Him” the duet with Celine Dion, two
“delicioso” voices-a perfect melt of har-
mony; “On Holy Ground” sung with a
choir, and an impressive vocal interpre-
tation that reinforces Ms. Streisand’s
enormous vocal talent; and “If [
Could” dedicated to Jason, her son,

Review by Jorge Cabal

gives us a peek ar a loving mother’s
heart, and you can hear a crack in
Streisand’s voice illustrating a great deal
of emotion. This is a woman who is in
the peak of her vocal talent, and she is
radiant.

“Higher Ground” on Columbia is
joyous; and to appreciate the beauty of
this effort is to forget thar this is Barbra
Streisand the media created “personali-
ty” only guilty of being an artist who
really cares about her work-a perfec-
tionist! “Higher Ground” is elevating

9999

for the ears!

Carly Simon
“Film Noir”
Arista

hen 1|
Wfi rst
heard

that Carly
Simon was
going to record a CD of old standard
songs inspired by the silver screen days
of Bogart, Bacall, and Dietrich: I was
skeptical. I said, “Ececk! What is it
about these female vocalists thar when
they reach a certain age that they feel
compelled to interpret old pop stan-
dards?” Surely, not Carly Simon whose
forte is her natural ability to write
exquisite story-telling songs!

So I listened to “Film Noir,” and |
was enchanted. | began to be seduced by
the image of Marlene Dietrich in a
smoke filled night club, surrounded by
pale pink mirrors, crooning these songs.

On “Film Noir,” Carly Simon col-
laborates with renowned singer-song-
writer Jimmy Webb. Webb contributes
as producer, arranger, conductor and
pianist. “Spring Will Be A Little Late
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This Year,” has Simon and Webb har-
monizing in an electric, dulcer, and
somewhat melancholic duet. Simon
explains “It wa® an idea that came to
both of us at pretty much the same
time, this film noir idea.

“We starred our being very strict
about the songs we chose, making cer-
tain that they were from film noir
movies. Then we began to look at
songs that were evocative of the senti-
ments of the film noir genre. Songs
such as I'm A Fool To Want You' and
‘Don't Smoke In Bed' are examples of
the songs that are not specifically from
films bur which should be and could
be, Carly continues.”

Some of the scores that jump out
and make a splash to the ears are “Ev'ry
Time We Say Goodbye” done in an up
tempo beat-frisky and as memorable as
Annie Lennox’s version in “Red, Hort
and Blue”; “Lili Marene” has Carly in a
low raspy voice reminiscent of Dietrich
in . the 1930 Paramount film
“Morocco”; “Laura” is haunting, and
Carly’s voice evokes the cinameric
essence of these songs; and “Don't
Smoke In Bed” has traces of a woman
scorned by infidelity. Carly Simon is
ready for her close up in “Film Noir.”
“Film Noir” is a cinemaric treat for the

90899

ears!

@ @ @ @ Party extravaganza for the ears!

| @ @ I'm listening.
@ Yeah, but you better skip some.
Let the ear wax build.
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PERSONALS

Talking Personalis! Hundreds of guys to choose from! Call Now!

SUMMER STUD Good |oo|!i|3‘,j down fo

earth, very well buill, 36 year old, i, Whike
male, 6'2, 185lbs, with Brown hair and Green
ayes, seeks in shape men, 18 to 35, for fun. If
you're Bi curious, or new o the scene, tha's o
plus. Experience is nice foo. I'm prefy available
oll summer. (Adoms) =2936

HEAD OF THE CLASS I‘muver)rB?ood look-
ing, White male, 5'9, 135lbs, with Blond hair,
Blue eyes, and o swimmer’s build.
Unfortunately, 'm very inexperienced and need
someone fo feach me. | you're between
lss;;dzeur{'y 20's, with o fit body. [Antigo)

SAUT... AND PIERCE My voried inferests
include cooking, farmer’s markets, pierc-
ing, ond allernative music. This offractive, 25
year old, White male, 185lbs, seeks other Bi,
or Gay, White males to have fun with.
[Madison) =2891

FOOT PATROL This masculine, White male,

has o s&mng,e foot fetish, | love ser-

vicing and being serviced by other men who
this inferest. I'm also info

cially boots. (Mitwaukee) =9501

CANT GEYD:NOUGHMPII;m Itmlv.ingl Eol:ome
interesting and sexy to meel, | like any-
thing hot and infense. This 19 year old, White
mﬁe,Gf; 0, 130‘[;5 of muscle, has Blond hair
(- n . | can't wait ko get it on.
(Milwauk :we;9332 =

FREE IN THE FOOTHILLS Boy, am | glod 1o
be back in the foothills. | just retumed from
Atlanta where | realized that city life ain't for
me. I'm a good notured, laid back, White
male, 25, 6, 180lbs, looking for frends and,
eventually, o relationship. I'm a farm kid who

the country and can't deal with the fast
pace, and insincerity, of the mefropolis.
(Baraboo) =3027

BOY NEXT DOOR This discreet, profession-
al, White male, the boy next door type, mascy-
ling, attractive, and in shape, 27, seeks guys
around my oge for fun times and hot encoun-
ters. I'm open minded ond sole, 6°1, 180lbs,
with Brown hair and Blue eyes. | like fo go out
and party on the weekends. (Eau Claire|
#6956

ALL SYSTEMS ARE GO This 19 year old,
W‘hurdm:lemale, wants fo get o know other guys,
30. In my world, everything is go. | like
men who are inlelligent, humorous, and com-
passionate, (Eou Claire) =3074

ATTENTION SENIORS! This nice locking, fit,
Bi, White male, 26, gets into giving ocal plea-
sure, and erotic, full body massages, to well
endowed, senior males, in their 60%, 707, and
80's. IF you're interested in o discreet get
together with o clean, safe, horny guy, who
wants o ?I\"E you pleasure, give me o call. |
can fravel throughout south central Wisconsin,
|laneswille) =9607

PROVE MEN ARE BETTER This very well
endowed, Bi, White male, 6°2, 220lbs, with o
hairy chest, needs 1o find another well hung
quy, ko prove fo me that if's more fun with men.
F'm folally new fo this bul om all jocked up for
it. | con J)c'xsl for hours. (Modison) =8776

FOOT IN MOUTH Do you have o foot fetish?
Fsure do. Laf's talk about it. (Mibwoukes)
=31763

0.l s sty bl i e G
, with @ : .
Married, or otherwise available men, bﬁﬂg‘w
surable, passionate fun, I'm seeking ongoing
friendships with other clean, healthy guys. I'can
get away whenever | wunu:‘dmd | some
companions. , race, size aren’l impor-
fank. [Mifwaug‘]! =9450

BACK TO THE BOYS Divorced,
White male, 511, 240lbs and losing weight,
seeks quys to have fun with. | smoke, om a

social drinker, and con't wail to calch up on
what I've been missing. (Milwaukee] =8973

 INEXPERIENCED SLAVE Slave fo be, look-

ﬁ. an o ;rrrdpshr. I‘mleo 3z }'Bobl"l old,
ite, professional, Bi male, eager bul inexpe-
} slave, Show me

rienced. | want to be o
how. (Milwaukes) =8966

FOREVER YOUNG I'm o look:
ing, 25 yeor old, White rna|:?: r?ﬂ%iﬂns,
with Brown hair, Brown eyes, and looks. |
wanna meet other quys, 18 Io 27, bor fun,
[Milwaukee) =88

THE LOOK OF LOVE I'm locking for a all,
masculine guy, over 6H, either Black or White,
who has varied inferests, I'm o 46 year old,
White male, who's kind, loving, and enjoys nice
people and good sex, 'm the type who prefers
a quiet night at home, I'm very orol and into
kissing, hugging, and making love, not just
having sex. ?Mi waukes] =B741

MASTER ME This good looking, masculine,
well endowed, White male, 31, 62, 185lbs,
with Blond hoir, seeks a master into serious

and discipline, light S&M, creative
humiliation, ond occosional crossdressing
action. I'm also info nature, nudism, movies,
and more. I'm swesl, sincere, hanest, loyal, and
can'l wait fo meet you. (Milwoukee] =8395

AT MY EXPENSE This good looking, fun lov-
ing, passive male, seeks o dominant, oggressive
top, who likes 1o enjoy himself of the expense of
another person, I'm info leather, borﬂmﬁ
slovery. I'm all yours, (Milwaukee) =

OUTGOING HOMEBODY I'm looking for o
sensifive someone who likes fo explore sexually.
| hope you're an oulgoing person who's also o
bit of o und:ﬁ»o enjoys enlerlaining
friends. (Milwoukes) =8391

PARENTAL UNIT WANTED |'m an affroctive,
dean shaven, submissive, 24 year old, White
male, 63, 190bs, with Blond hair and Green
eyes. | love older men. | need o father figure
who can help me when I've

me what o do. I'll bet you meuli!l'ne;ghr
ways fo punish me, (Milwaukee) =84

I'M CUMIN TO TOWN Good looking, ver-
satile, Black male, 26, &3, 210ibs, seeks other
masculine, versatile guys, 25 to 45, over &H, for
fimes. | live in Chicogo but visit Milwoukee
vently. (Milwoukee) =8511

BARBER OF BODS | specialize in body bar-
bering work. If you'd like Io experiment in full,
or partial, shaving, or would like o have
some hair trimmed, let me hear from you. No
request is foo unusual. (Milvaukee} =17826

SLOPPY PHONE FRIEND Phone sex gets me

off. How about you? Don't you need fo let your

::?ueﬂow ? | have a great imagination
I'm ahwoys homy. (Milwoukee) =2647

SPONTANEOUS COMI\UGGY %s I"fONHLm a
spontaneous, romanfic, , White male, in
d%?:u&m'sywmhmﬂ. ||1M34’0Wl\]'|dl::ﬂy
Green eyes, ond mustache. My inferests include
the outdoors, movies, moonlit walks, quite fimes
ot home, and all the good sulf. I'd like 1o meet
a Gay male, any age, o share friendship, love,
life, and happiness. (Wausau) =5768

WOW ME IN WAUSAU I've never been
with o guy before, | guess I've pushed the idea
from my mind but, suddanly, the desire has
come over me and | can't wait any more. I'm o
nice looking, good natured, 22 year old, White
nﬂebhaoping you call right away. (Wausau)

=31

SUPERIOR STUD Good looking, fit, mascu-
line, White male, 27, 5'7, 170lbs, with Black
hair and Brown eyes, is into the outdoors, work-
ing out, camping, hiking, hunting, snow mobil-
ing, 4-wheeling, concerts, movies, and road
trips. I'm easy going and am somefimes o bit
shy. I'd like 1o with similar character-
ishes for fun fimes se be in the Phillips,
Ironwood, Supenior, Minocqua area.  =9481

M/ CorTaIN T
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_There’s no charge to

reate an ad!

o -800-3 26-MEET!

BEACH PATSY I'm looking for a
special female, preferably Brunette,
for friendship and fun. I'm o 36 year
old, White female, 57, 130lbs, into
the beach and hanging out with
friends. (Eau Claire) 7436

NEVER ENOUGH FRIENDS This
active, Gay, White female, 23, seeks
other Sﬂ White females, 21 1o 45,
for friendship. | enjoy sports, going 1o
movies, and just relaxing of home
Lel's get to know each other.
(Milwaukee) =7181

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366.
THE MANFINDER.SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

1.900.740.HUNT
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The most effective and affordable classified ads! Buy, sell, rent and more! How Bazaar! NEXT DEADLINE: December 11,1997!

BED & BREAKFAST HEALTH SERVICES

Eagle Cove Bed & Breakfast: Scenic,
country, ridgetop refreat cveriookmg

of Minneapolis. K!ng size rooms, private
baths, fireplaces, outdoor spa in gay friendly
areq. Call (800) 467-0279.

EMPLOYMENT

Dishwasher! Port-time, work 2-3 nights
per week. Apply in person to the M&M Club,
124 North Water,

Wells Ink is seeking male & female face
models. No experienced needed. Healthy
appearance & positive attitude a plus.
Persons of color and HIV+ individuals
encouraged to inguire. Call 272.2116
weekdays between 9am & Spm to
schedule a confidential interview.

—BAZZAR ADS ONLY—

$10 per month

for up to 30 words.
It pays to advertise in The Bazaar!

Cosmetic Surgery-Big Is In! Featuring
Penile/Pectoral Enlargement, Curvature
Correction, Liposuction, Face/Nose
Reshoping. Board Certified Surgeons.
International Clienfele. Financing available.
Coll (800) 853-4819 for free brochures and
your $1000 discount coupon. Some insur-
ance accepted.

Virginia B. Pierce Properties: Offering
one and two fomily homes for rent through-
out the Wolker's Point oreq. Call (414) 271-
7282.

2 Bedroom — Riverwest: Spacious,
sunny floorplan, new applionces, notural
woodwork, on major bus lines, goroge ovaik
able. (414) 562-8022 before 9pm.

Updated 2 bedroom wpper duplex in
quiet neighborhood, includes carpeting, oppli-
onces, window blinds. Avoilable November
It or November 15th. S500 plus security
deposit. (414) 482-2990 evenings, or
leave message/information on machine.

Whitefish Bay Housell! Bright, 3 bed-
toom, 2 baths, den-loft, garage, o/c.
S1375. Call (414) 964-6019.

INSTRUCTION

Winter Downhill Workshops! Held in
Milwaukee & Madison Areos For Advance
and Upper Level Skiers. Drylond workshop in
November Slope times throughout WI. Meet
people work on skills. Contact Andy 1 (414)
238-1989.

Erotic Body Massages! By offractive
block male catering fo the professionaks. Ful
body Thr $50/in $80/out. Discreet!
Wayne (414) 6010396 (Men Only).

Fantastic Massage!! Totol mind ond body
reloxafion. Smooth, exciting, feel fike your
floating on a cloud. MerWomen-Couples, 2-4
Honds! ! Call (414) 4637662,

ENTERTAINER

Offers hot, sexy male performers
for all lifestyles. Nude erofic XXX shows
for porfies ond private shows, picture shoots
ond videos fantosies, fefishes, domination,
escorting also ovailable. In calls, out calls to
Central and Southern Wisconsin ond
Northern Ilfinois. By appointment only, call
(414) 277-0468.

BI BOYS

Male-Nice Smooth Muscular Build!
58" /150#/9. Seeking young male or cour

ple for hours of fun. Enjoy photography &
movies, very discreet, Coll (414) 744-
8337.

BOYS 4 BOYS

My name is Kurt Kettler! I'm 31 yrs.
old currently living in Germany. I'm looking
fo meet and write to men in America: Kurt
Kettler, Lindenstr. 52, 27711 Osterholz-Sch.
Germany.

Need o J/O Buddy? “Best Buddies,”
the nationwide J/0 Club, has lofs of
Milwaukee and area members for you to
meet or to get off with on the phone. Wiite
B.B., Box 194, LA, CA 90078. Heat up
your cold nights! 1!

College Student from Brazil: I'm
twenty-four years old with light-brown eyes.

pr— W p——
GAY CHAT LINE
SIZZLING LOCKER ROOM J/O ACTION

PHONE SEX FOR THE GAY 90'S
JOIN IN OR JUST EAVESDROP

1-900-745-3302
MORE AcTiON ar 1-900-745-2832

EVFESTYILES DATELINE

ALL LIFESYLES - LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

REAL PEOPLE

1-900-289-3283

REAL #S

S2Z2. A9/ MIN « WWW . XAPEX.NET - 1I8+YRS

CRUISE THE HOTTEST PERSONALS
1-900-226-6681

NASTY MEN REVEAL ALL!!
1-900-725-5429

HOT LTVE MAN-2-MAN SEX!
1-900-725-3539

WWW. eruptlon com

¢ QX l
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Into traveling, reading, writing, dancing,
being in contact with people around the
world. | would like to correspond with men
ages fwenty up to thirtyfive who wont to
become o friend. Please, letters in English,
French, Portuguese, or Spanish. Coixa Postal
5068-80060-050, Curifibo-PR, Brozil.

The Bazaar is ONLY $10 for up to 30 Words

Bazaar Ad Order Form

Please place my ad in the following Q- Voice Bazaar Section:

0 Accounting
FREE! LIVE HOT GAY CHAT! gfnl)_S!HW Services
PowerCruise®Orgy Rooms*eMore! (212) 25 Letter Bold Lead I o
7963365, (104) 3192065, (473) 441- s e 8 e
1065, (702) 748-7765, * National Gay i AIDS/HIV Services
Directory: (213) 860-0805 Only low LD. i QBulletin Board
(or Intl. LD.*) Rates, 18+ g gusi;iszsl:; Opportunity
i i}
GWM 15O HIV+ Masc GBM: GWH, : CiComie
33, 170 Ibs, 5°11" good-looking, mascu- : Q Counseling
line, healthy HIV+ physicion from gDmimfs
indianopolis, Indiono, bi/br, moustache, g g’:’gtm‘;‘;e&
loves professional sports. 1S0 gbm, mascu- O B Repair/Remodaling
line 2550, top, also HIV+ healthy, wanting i [ Housing

LTR, and who'd consider relocoting, if things
worked out. (317) 387-1315, Joe.

i U Instruction
i [0 Insurance

i O Legal Services
TR“VEI. i 0 Mail Order
[ Massage
Puerto Vallarta! 1bd full furn condo. Top B Model/Entertainer
ili 1 : Moving/Storage
resort Sheraton Buganvilias, moid sac. D as

Sleeps 4 (2 studios couches). Negofiable!
Other weeks also avail. 97-98, Roger (414)
964-2203 eves, wkns.

i [J People Men/Men

i [ People Women/Women
i [ People Bi

¢ [ People TV/TS

o i O Pets
> Pricing your ad: : 3 Psychic

i [ Publications

. -g M&e!s ("Hn'e Mwi Charge for 1 issue 30 WORDS OR LESS is $10.00 i O Recovery
| —wt w Mulitply by 20¢ the number of words OVER 30 8 g:i i‘:tate
(areful  Polte « Insured » Confidentiol Total for Fisst Issue - Q Roommates
Times number of issues ad should run g EEWice.s
: opping

Call Mike at (414) 4790595

TOTAL Enclosed is cash, check or money order for: $ 2 Travel

—————
WORLD RENOWN GAY PsycHIC Placed by: Phone:

Katherine Foster [ | Address:

will tell you about your- City/State/ZIP:
self and your surround- :
ings without asking a sin- Signature:

gle question. I will tell you
about past happeninags, pre-
sent probiems and future
events. Come see me today for
a brighter and better tomor-
row. All readings private.
Located in the Chicago area.

773-784-6017

Your signature, area code and daytime verifying phone number must be supplied for a
People (personal) ad. This attests that you are of legal age and your request is to meet
other people at no expense on their part. We do not accept classified ads via phone or fax.
QsVoice reserves the right to place ads where we feel it is most appropriate. There is a $5
service charge for any prepaid cancellation.

Mail to: Q*Voice Magazine
1661 N. Water Street, Suite 411, Milwaukee, W1 53202

"¢ ORRRAY



MEET LOCAL GUYS!

It's easy! It's safel It's funl CALL NOW!




Review by Tim Nasson

”Midnight in “'le Gﬂfden 0' Good und Ev“" (enough John's?) is a magazine writer from NYC, who comes

to the picturesque Southern city to write about a lavish

Christmas party hosted by one Savannah’s most prominent

‘ ‘ M idnight in the Garden of Good 2nd Evil” the and colorful (read gay) citizens, Jim Williams (Kevin Spacey,

book, even according to director Clint . y ;
& in the role that undoubtedly will garner him a

second Oscar).

The towns inhabitants include a man who walks an invisi-
ble dog and another who walks flies glued to thread that con-
tinuously buzz above his head. There is also voodoo priestess

Eastwood was very difficult to translate to
the big screen.

“If I had had it my way the film would have been over
four hours long, instead of the two and a half it is,” he said
during an interview in NYC a couple of days ago.
“Nonetheless, I am happy with the way the film adaptation
turned out, especially since author John Berendt (who also
did interviews for the film) was pleased with the outcome.”

That being said, I can now ralk abour the film,
“Midnight...” which manages to capture many elements and
characters from the New York Times best-selling non-fiction

Minerva, not mentioned in the book until halfway through,
but who is the first character we are introduced to in the
film. One can neither forget the grand empress, most
beloved drag queen of Savannah, The Lady Chablis (as her-
self), who surprisingly is very good in her role, adding well
needed comedic moments to the story of a murder
gone awry.

This, one of the many instances in which the book and
film differ drastically. No hint is made of any murder until
page 169 of the 388 page book. In the film, the eccentric
characters are quickly paraded through the town and then
boom, Jim Williams is charged with murdering his hustler
boyfriend, played by hunky British actor Jude Law (currently
opposite Ethan Hawke in “Garttaca”).

The film even changes Kelso’s homosexuality to heterosex-
uali[y. In the film he falls in love with Mandy (p];iycd by
Eastwood’s daughter Alison).

In the book, even the mansions of Savannah are given per-

book, but also leaves a whole lot out or more so, rearranges
the time period in which certain events occurred.

For those not among the cultural elite, among the millions
who have helped keep gay author John Berendt’s diary of his
days in Savannah during the early 1980’s, on the best seller
list for over three years, a little insight into the story.

John Kelso (aka John Berendt) played by John Cusack,

sonalities along with their names. The film tries to recreate
the bizarre town in which many people call a world unto its
own, yet doesn’t quite perfect it as well as Berendt
does. (Berendr had a chance to adapt the book for the screen
but passed.

With Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons being the most
anticipated for high quality films, delivered by top-notch ral-
ent, “Midnight...” pretty much succeeds. The acting and
directing are impeccable as is the cinematography and set
designs. The most obvious fault is the mish-mash of the
screenplay adaptation. Thankfully, the book is only a book-
store or shelf away.

Lady Chabls stars as herself in Clin Eastwood's adaption of
*Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil”
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Openly Bob
by Bob Smith

unny lesbian, Kate Clinton says
FBob Smith “... tackles straight

material and makes it his own.”
In this series of wickedly entertaining
essays nothing and no one has been
spared author/comedian Bob Smith’s
gimlet eye.

We get the skinny on Bob’s home-
town: Buffalo; his mom and dad: look-
ing for his first apartment in New York
City; cruising the gay bars; his first
jobs (including cater-waitering and the
wild queens who run the services).
Along the way in an essay called “Pink
Elephants,” politics is not overlooked.
Bob’s comments on Newt, and his quip
on a gay Republican is wonderful: “A
white square wearing a pink triangle!”

There is a very funny chapter called
“Ma Nature.” It’s about one of his hob-
bies: bird watching. In the Central
Park Rambles, where the group he is
with searches for a Painted Bunting
that was spotted the day before, we are
introduced to everyone. The descrip-
tions of the birders, which includes one
very dishy queen named Martin, are
priceless. The comparisons between
identifying birds and identifying the
gay men who also cruise the area are
right on.

In  another essay called
“Remembering the Alamo,” Bob goes
to a family wedding in Florida with his
lover Tom. They stay with Tom's par-
ents at their home in an adult rerire-
ment community called Rancho Verde;
it’s built around a golf course. There
are wisecracks about golf carts and
oranges and guilt. Bob says there is a
“strange blend of marketing and wit-
nessing.” It seems that a lot of che
churches in Florida promote both
items.

Riding in Tom’s parents’ Lincoln

Review by Ed Grover

Town Car, and trying not to snigger as
Tom's parents point out that “the con-
struction workers aren’t wearing shirts
because it gets so hot by 8 o'clock,” is
priceless. There is more than a little
back-seat-thinking going on.

The wedding day dawns and that
whole episode — from getting up early
to get dressed, then driving there, and
the reception (which includes someone
collapsing and dying while doing the
Macarena), is very funny.

There are remarks on gay marriage
and domestic partnership. Bob says
that one way to ensure that gay mar-
riage is legalized is to have all the gay
men Whﬂ Work as Wai[ers. caterers,
florists, hairdressers, clothing designers
and priests just stop helping straight
people with their weddings.

There are some comments made
about being an in-law and being
included in the family. They end up
with a parting gift of a%heck for and
upright vacuum cleaner, because Tom's
parents have never bought them any-
thing as a couple—and, they need one.
We also hear all about going flea-mar-
ket shopping to look for the “treasures”
he and Tom collect.

In “Huricane Bob,” there are hun-
dreds of quotable one-liners to remem-
ber on such subjects as Provincetown,
dykes, drags, and body piercing. We
hear about the house he and Tom lived
in while they were there. We get the
“show-must-go-on” attitude of Lois,
the alcoholic lesbian owner of the club
who classifies acts as Moneymakers or
You Suck! She insists that he work the
night after Hurricane Bob raged out-
side, never missing the chance to make
an extra buck.

There is a funny and depressing
chapter called “The Dark Side of the
Honeymoon”. It’s all about couples
counseling and a horrible “lost week-
end” workshop for gay couples that he
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and Tom attended.

We go with Bob and Tom to Santa
Fe, New Mexico to visit a friend,
Michael, and learn Bob’s views on
environmental correctness, the Anasazi
Indians, arrowheads, potrery shards,
and snakes. Bob openly likes nature
and everything that goes with it. Long
walks and birdwatching are among his
favorite ways of getting in touch with
himself. And, he never knows what
may turn up along the way ...maybe
material for another essay or something
he can use in his stand-up comedy act.

In the chapter called “Heart
Failure,” after his father dies of a heart
attack, he gets a phone call from his
sister and we hear about his mother's
remark: “Just because you're coming
home for your father’s funeral doesn’t
mean we can't have fun.” They do! The
account of his father’s death brought
on by alcoholism, the revelations of a
truly dysfunctional family, and the
funeral are a hoot. Of course, we get to
hear all the gossip abourt the friends
and relarives who have come to say
goodbye.

Above all, and throughout the
essays, there is love and understanding
from his and Tom’s parents. Bob finds
out that his father has bragged to his
friends about him and has shown the
tape of his comedy work in the local
bar, proudly admiting “I have a
gay son.”

After the funeral when a friend
comes up and asks his mother if he and
Tom are her sons, she replies: “Yes,
they are.” Now that’s acceptance. Read
Openly Bob and have a laugh or three.
(Wiesback-Morrow, ISBN: 0-688-
15120-5, $23)
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Be Thankful

the wonders of the Holiday season, Americans reflect
upon their lives through Santa-stained glasses and give
thanks for everything they have to be grateful for. While
we're at it, I figured it’s as good a time as any for Gay
Americans to do the same. To help get you started, here are
twenty-some queer things every gay person can be

thankful for...

E very year around this time, as our country celebrates

Be Thankful...

out of the closet at work, you can at least be gay in front of
your pets.

that even if you're not comfortable coming

Be Thankful... you can’t become gay just by watching TV
otherwise most gay men would end up acting like Uncle
Arthur on Bewitched.

Be Thankful... that at least your sexual fantasies don't have
to be sensitive and politically correct.

Be Thankful... that a difficult break-up does havait’s
advantages. In fact, most states now allow the emorionally
crippled to park in handicapped zones.

Be Thankful... that only a small percentage of gay men
actually ever become as bitchy as Bette Davis or Nancy
Reagan.

Be Thankful... that no matter how wonderful he is in bed,
you don't officially have to ask him to be your roommare for
at least six months, unless of course he’s Antonio Sabato, Jr.

Be Thankful... your new boyfriend doesn't want to get
matching commitment rings in pierced nipples.

Be Thankful... most gay men don't think their half empty
bottle of lube would make a cute knickknack and proudly
display it on a coffee table, right next to a three year stack of
Raunch Magazine.

Be Thankful... you're smart enough to-realize your not a
bonafide “Leather Man” just because you own a bomber
jacker and your watch has a leather band.

Be Thankful... when a men cruises you so heavily his eyes
start to hurt. This either means you've still gor your looks or
possess some unusual physical characreristic he finds very
exciting and which perfectly matches his favorite fetish.

Be Thankful... you've never mistaken tanning gel for lube,
otherwise youd probably end up looking like a scene from
Boogie Nights crossed with a Coppertone commercial.

Be Thankful... that you've had enough sensitivity training
to finally understand that lesbians are not speaking a foreign
language.

Be Thankful... that you can finally say hello to hot man
without checking out his basket, or mentally undressing him.
Unless of course, this man is Antonio Sabato, Jr. In which
case, if you don't cruise him, you must be dead.

Be Thankful... that your boss never figured out it was you
who misdialed and accidentally left a sexually explicit mes-
sage meant for Antonio Sabato, Jr on his Voice Mail.

Be Thankful... you are mature enough to ask for whar you
want in bed. Bur don't get so carried away that you come
prepared with written instructions and diagrams more com-
plicated than the manual to your VCR.

Be Thankful... you've never had yourself waxed, shaved
pierced or ratrooed while drunk. To those who have, you
have my condolences,

Be Thankful... you know that the difference difference
between love and lust is the same as difference between five
and ten inches and you've got a lot of people in lust with
you.

Be Thankful... that even after five years together, your part-
ner still gets the urge to take off his clothes when ever you
smile at him.

Be Thankful... you don’t believe every hor, attractive male
celebrity is gay just because you've never seen them announce
on Oprah! they are 100% heterosexual.

Be Thankful... you're not straight, otherwise you'd think
Home Improvement is the funniest damn show on TV and
couldn't understand all the fuss about Antonio Sabato, Jr.

©Copyright 1997 by Wells Ink
Al Rights Reserved Under International Copyright Conventions
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