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Shame on Yit 
Wisconsin legislators full of hate and discrimination 

Some are hypocrites. Some are off-the-chart 
conservatives. Some want to stop "activist" 
judges. Some hope to preserve the "sanctity" 

of marriage. Some are just plain homophobic. 
Some are run-of-the-mill followers of the party 
line. But what they all have in common is that they 
are members of the Republican party. The same 
Republican party that on so many occasions has 
claimed it wants to limit government intrusions 
into people's private lives but is now painstakingly 

intruding into people's private lives. 
Riding the wave of this new Republican 

party agenda and affecting the private lives of a 
large number of taxpaying, law abiding citizens 
is a throng of 19 Wisconsin state senators. These 
Republican senators banded together on Dec. 7 
in Madison to vote yes on a proposed Wisconsin 
constitutional amendment forbidding same-sex 
marriage and civil unions. 

Their yes votes were enough to propel the 
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By Holly Grey 

proposed amendment to the State Assembly 
for a vote sometime this spring and ultimately 
to Wisconsin voters for their consideration in 
November. 

Included in this partisan gang of 19 is the 
three-time divorced co-sponsor of the bill, Sen. 
Dave Zien of Eau Claire, and the storied Sen. 
Mary Lazich from New Berlin, another co-
sponsor of the amendment who was rumored 
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Digital Phone 

Don't let your 
home phone charges 

snowball 
this winter. 

Long distance charges and calling features can add up. But not with Digital Phone. 
With Digital Phone from Time Warner Cable, all your local and long distance calls are included in the low 
monthly price. So you don't have to worry about your bill getting bigger with every call you make. 

Look at all you get with Digital Phone: 
• Unlimited local calling and free long distance anywhere in the 

U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico 

• Caller ID, Call Waiting, Speed Dial, Call Forwarding and more 
at no extra charge 

• Free, no-hassle installation—works with existing phones and 
jacks and you can keep your same phone number 

• 30-day money-back guarantee 

• Enhanced 9-1-1—automatically sends your home address and 
phone number to your local dispatcher when you call 9-1-1 

,NENA E 
1 47 

Call 866-942-5489 to order. 

CABLE 
I 

HIGH-SPEED ONLINE 

Digital Phone 

95 
per month 

for customers with Cable TV 
and High Speed Internet 

TIME WARNER CABLE 
THE POWER OF YOU" 

DIGITAL PHONE 

Digital Phone does not include back-up power and, should there be a loss of elechical power, Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services, will not be available. Additional charges apply for calls to International locations, operator 
services, directory assistance, and taxes and fees. Residential use only. All services not available in all areas. The rate for Digital Phone is 539.95 per month for Time Warner Digital Cable and High Speed Internet customers. The rate is 544.95 
per month for customers who subscribe to either Cable or High Speed Internet service. 
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Sveifs 
Cafe 
Organic Coffee 

Homemade Soups, 
Salads & Sandwiches 

Outdoor Seating 

i(r) 
2699 S. KK Ave. 
(corner of KionIcklifolc INA 

WE HAVE MORTGAGES FOR 

EVERYONE'S NEEDS! 

• Home Purchases. 

• Refinances. 

• Investment Properties. 

• Debt Consolidation. 

• Bankruptcy. 

• Foreclosures. 

• Stated Income Loans. 

• Cash out for ANY 

REASON!!! 

ASAP FINANCIAL, LLC 
Call us today at 

1-877-641-ASAP (2727) 

oe visit our website at 

wwweasaptinanciaLnet 

Providing a superior level of informed, professional real estate service to 

Buyers and Sellers in the greater Milwaukee area. 

• 9REG E N TREALTY 
REALTORS' 

Phone: (414) 774-1251 
regentrealtyonline.com 

Tim Russell 
Broker/Owner 

Partners in life, 

Brian Pierick 
Realtor/Owner 

Partners in business. 

The Right Price for Your Home 

Seller AND Buyer Agency 

Competitive Commission Structure 

Effective, Aggressive Marketing 

Full- Time & Full Service Realtors 

Also recruiting experienced Agents. Industry leading 
commission split. If you understand the importance of 
exemplary customer service, we'd like to talk to you. 
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SHAME continued from page 1 

to have made an on-air confession 
that she has lied and is a 
whole-hearted believer that 
"abstinence (from sex) should 
be taught to Wisconsin students 
unapologetically." 

Also included is another co-
sponsor of the amendment, Senate 
Majority Leader Dale Schultz of 
Richland Center, who is quoted 
as saying on his Web site, "The 
time has come when we can no 
longer trust activists judges to 
make the right decisions in the 
area of defining marriage." He 
does not elaborate on who these 
judges are, what activities they 
have been involved with, or what 
actions they have taken that would 
warrant the designation "activist." 

By their yes votes, this 
conservative-agenda pushing 
unit is proposing that the citizens 
of Wisconsin vote with them 
in November to discriminate 
against their fellow taxpaying, 
law abiding Badger state residents 
— even though Wisconsin law 
already defines marriage as "a 
legal relationship between two 
equal persons, a husband and 
wife." The amendment these 
senators are supporting makes 
it clear that "husband and wife" 
means one man, one woman. 

These 19 senators want 
Wisconsin voters to deprive 
same-sex couples of the rights 
heterosexual couples have. They 
hope voters in November will 
deny same-sex couples the right to 
visit their sick or injured partners 
in the hospital and deny LGBT 

workers the right to family leave 
to take care of their partners. They 
want to deny LGBT partners, 
who pay payroll taxes too, the 
right to receive Social Security 
survivor benefits. They want to 
continue to force LGBT couples, 
unlike straight married couples, to 
pay estate taxes on any property 
and 401(k) funds inherited from 
a deceased partner. And they 
hope Wisconsin voters will 
vote yes to deny elderly LGBT 
couples, unlike elderly married 
heterosexual couples, the right to 
spend their last days together in a 
nursing home. 

These senators voted for 
amending Section 13 of Article 
XII of the Wisconsin constitution 
to read: "Only a marriage between 
one man and one woman shall be 
valid or recognized as a marriage 
in this state. A legal status 
identical or substantially similar 
to that of marriage for unmarried 
individuals shall not be valid or 
recognized in this state." 

In order to add this 
amendment to the constitution, 
both the Senate and the Assembly 
must approve this measure and 
then it must be passed by the 
voters of Wisconsin in a statewide 
referendum in November. The full 
99-member Assembly vote will 
most likely take place this spring. 
Unlike with regular bills, Gov. Jim 
Doyle has no say on constitutional 
amendments. 

Assembly members, 
spearheaded by then-Rep. Mark 
Gundrum of New Berlin, launched 
a drive to amend the state 

gTa 
Diverse&Resilient 

WE'VE MOVED! 

Committed 
to the 
healthy 

development 
of all LOT 

people 

As of September i st, we're located 
at 12408 East Brady Street (upstairs 
from the BestD Clinic) in Milwaukee 

Diverse&Resilient 
is a nonprofit organization whose mission is the healthy 
development of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) people in Wisconsin through the development of 
groups and communities to take action. The organization's 
name is intended to serve as reminder that LGBT people 
are everywhere, engage in interesting and meaningful 
lives, and contribute to the welfare of each other and 
the broader community. 

Diverse&Resilient www.diverseandresilient.org 
1240B East Brady Street i, Milwaukee, WI 53202 414.390.0444 

constitution after Doyle vetoed 
a bill in 2003 that would have 
defined marriage as being between 
one man and one woman. 

"Gay couples are caught in the 
crossfire of trying to elect more 
Republican candidates and defeat 
a Democratic governor," said Sen. 
Jon Erpenbach a Democrat from 
Middleton in a Dec. 7 Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel article about the 
amendment. 

Gay civil rights and marriage 
were hot topics in the last 
presidential election and these 
issues can still be considered 
"the fuel" to bring out voters 
in upcoming elections. Doyle's 
Republican challengers, U.S. 
Rep. Mark Green of Green Bay 
and Milwaukee County Executive 
Scott Walker, have already said 
they support the amendment. 

Efforts to prepare for a 
November vote are under way 
on both sides. Julaine Appling, 
executive director of the Family 
Research Institute of Wisconsin, 
an organization supporting the 
amendment, has told reporters 
that her group has mailed out 
some 4,000 anti-gay DVDs to 
conservative churches across 
the state. Supposedly the 
seven-minute video juxtaposes 
images of the American flag and 
traditional families with gay and 
lesbian couples — all the while 
intoning warnings regarding the 
Massachusetts court ruling last 
year that cleared the way for gay 
marriage in that state. 

The No on the Amendment 
effort, co-led by the groups Action 
Wisconsin, based in Madison, and 
Center Advocates, the equal rights 
arm of the Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center, have been 
actively working to raise funds, 
lobby politicians and educate 
voters, including canvassing door-
to-door since last year. 

"We must talk about these 

inequalities with everyone. 
Talking about our rights as 
gay people is the crucial first 
step in the battle against this 
amendment," explained Melissa 
Beastrom, a local activist and 
LBGT Community Center board 
member. 

In July, the Human Rights 
Campaign, America's largest 
LGBT civil rights organization, 
contributed $50,000 to 
Action Wisconsin to fight the 
amendment. The Brico Fund, a 
Milwaukee-based organization 
working to drive change that 
creates a more just and equitable 
society, also donated $75,000 to 
Action Wisconsin and Center 
Advocates. 

"Over the next several months, 
we will multiply the grassroots 
operation we have already 
put in place in every region of 
Wisconsin," claimed Mike Tate, 
Action Wisconsin's newly hired 
campaign manager in a Dec. 
7 press release. "A majority of 
Wisconsin voters will reject 
this harmful and far-reaching 
amendment in November 2006. 
We have 335 more days to talk 
to Wisconsin voters about the 
far-reaching consequences of this 
amendment, we will fight every 
day for every vote. We are ready 
for this fight, and we will win this 
fight." 

Currently Massachusetts is 
the only state that issues marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples. 
Connecticut and Vermont each 
have a statewide law on civil 
unions that provides state-level 
spousal rights to same-sex 
couples. Hawaii, Maine and 
New Jersey have statewide laws 
that provide some spousal-like 
rights to unmarried couples, and 
California's domestic partnership 
law provides almost all of the 
same rights to unmarried couples 
as to legally married ones. 
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Do You Love Antiques? 
Best selection for collectors and decorators in 

Milwaukee's trendy warehouse district! 
• 18' thru 20' century • 15,000 sq ft., packed! 

• Dozens of southeastern Wisconsin's top antique dealers and decorators 
• From the elegant to the funky • Small items, big items in all price ranges 

Milwaukee's best selection of designer vintage clothing! 

Customer oriented! 
• Local, national and international delivery available 

• lay away • easy, convenient parking • gift certificates 

Riverview 
Antique Market' 

175 S Water St • Milwaukee, WI 
OPEN 11-6 daily, noon to 5 Sunday 

Phone: 414.278.9999 

Print out a map from your door to ours: 
www.RiverviewAntiqueMarket.com 
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An Interview with the Director of 
'Angels in America' 

Mark Hooker 

interviewed Jim 

Bloomingdale forQ 

Life. Bloomingdale 

is the director of 

the upcoming 
Uncommon Theatre 

production of Tony 

Kushner's 'Angels in 

America, Part One: Millennium Approaches," which 

will be playing at the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center in 

January and February. 

QLife: How do you think that 
"Angels in America: Millennium 
Approaches" is relevant to audiences 
today, and why do you think it's 
important to bring it back to the stage 
now? 

Jim Bloomingdale: Well, I think it's 
an important play in that not only does 
it talk a lot about AIDS, it talks about 
relationships and how people deal with 
each other. And while over the years new 
medicines have been able to dramatically 
reduce the number of people who die 
from AIDS, it doesn't mean that it's 
going away. There's still no cure. 

In developing countries there are 

over 6.5 million new cases of AIDS and 
only roughly one million people are 
receiving life-saving medicines. People 
are dying and contracting AIDS on a 
regular basis — and until there's a cure 
for it I think it's an important topic to 
make sure that people are still talking 
about. 

Q Life: What do you think about 
the fact that we've received so much 
support from the religious community 
about doing this show? For instance, I've 
been talking with Pastor Andrew Warner 
about Plymouth Church co-hosting a 
benefit to raise money to fight the anti-
gay marriage amendment, and Andrew 
indicated that there are three other 
churches who are interested in doing this 
benefit jointly with Plymouth Church. 

Jim: It doesn't surprise me because I 
do know that there are a lot of Christians 
out there who are very tolerant of other 
beliefs, who are very supportive of the 
(gay) community at large, and who really 
believe in helping people and supporting 
people whoever they are. 

Q Life: As a straight theater 
practitioner who is a staple at the 
Uncommon Theatre as an actor and as 
a director, what is your vision in terms 

of developing gay audiences and also 
reaching beyond the boundaries of an 
LGBT audience? 

Jim: I think it is important to have 
theater that talks about gay and lesbian 
issues because a lot of theaters just can't 
because of their audience base and the 
people that support them. But by the 
same token just because Uncommon 
Theatre is an LGBT-oriented theater 
doesn't mean that straight people can't 
enjoy it, too. 

Look at the recent movie version 
of "Rent" that just came out. "Rent" is 
very much about a number of gay people 
and people dealing with AIDS, and it's 
beloved by audiences from all walks of 
life. So having an outlet for this kind 
of theater I think is important because 
there's great theater out there that deals 
with these kinds of issues. And if it isn't 
being done somewhere else, it should be 
done here. 

QLife: Do you think that working 
in a primarily gay-oriented theater hurts 
your chances of scoring with chicks? 

Jim (laughing): Generally not, 
although romance is not my primary 
purpose for doing theater. I do theater 
because I love it. 

QLife: Thanks, Jim. Anything you'd 
like to add? 

Jim: Yeah, one other thing. When 
I've talked about doing this play, a lot of 
people have said to me that they thought 
it was a tremendous undertaking in a 
small space like ours. But the challenge 
of doing "Angels" in this intimate space 
is incredible! The other thing I've heard 
is why do you want to do this play 
when they just made an HBO movie a 
couple of years ago? And the response 
I always have to that is: That's a movie, 
it's not theater. Nothing can replace the 
experience of live actors, so close you can 
touch them, telling a powerful story. 

Q Life: Some audience members 
might be uncomfortable being so close to 
such raw emotion. 

Jim: That's the idea! 

"Angels in America: Millennium 
Approaches" plays at the Milwaukee 
Gay Arts Center, 703 S. 2nd St., at 8 
p.m. on Jan. 27 and 28 and Feb. 3, 4, 
10, 11, 17 and 18. Tickets are $17.50 
and can be ordered online at www. 
uncommontheatre.net or by calling 
1-800-595-4849. Seating is extremely 
limited. 

Enhancing a Sense of Community 
By Holly Grey 

R ed, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple sewn 
together in stripes to create the international symbol 
of LGBT pride. James Kuchta wants to use this symbol 

to enhance the sense of Milwaukee LGBT community — by 
hanging over a hundred rainbow banners along 2nd Street 
from,Lapham to Pittsburg. 

"I am hoping we can help define this area as the LGBT 
business area that it is," said James Kuchta, founder and 
director of the 2005 Pride Parade. "Most of the economics 
in this area comes from LGBT-run businesses." 

The vertical pride flag banners will be hung year round 
from 100 lampposts along the street. Kuchta has already 
approached the City of Milwaukee with the idea and pulled 
the permit. Per city requirements, Kuchta is in the midst of 
notifying the area businesses of the idea. Pending outright 
opposition from any of the businesses, Kuchta plans to 
have the banners flying by March. 

Kuchta is also approaching the area businesses to 
sponsor a banner. "I want this to be a community effort," 
said Kuchta. "Each banner and pole costs about $15 to 
make. Plus, there is the permit expense and the expense 
of hanging the banners. Roughly $5,000 is needed for the 
entire project." 

Individual sponsorship is also available. Kuchta did say 
however that the city will not allow anything but very small 
text and logos on the banners. "It doesn't make sense for 
us to put anything on the banners simply because it will be 
too small to read." 

Betz Boenning, owner of Walker's Pint, is all for the 
banners — text or no text. "I think it's a good idea. It's a 
way to get other businesses in the area involved with the 
LGBT community and a way to signify this area as the gay 
area." 

"When the idea was originally brought to us, there 

was some debate that not everyone would be aware of what 
the rainbow flag means, but if someone were from out of 
town and driving through and saw the banners, I think 
most would know this is a LGBT friendly area," expanded 
Boenning. "And, if nothing else, why not add some color to 
the area?" Walker's Pint, 818 S. 2nd St., caters to an eclectic 
group of mostly younger lesbians and their gay and straight 
friends. 

The use of flags 
consisting of stripes in the 
colors of the rainbow has 
a long tradition. They are 
displayed in many cultures 
around the world as a sign of 
diversity and inclusiveness. 

According to legend, 
the first gay-pride rainbow 
flag was designed in 1978 
by Gilbert Baker, a San 
Francisco artist. Baker 
created the flag in response 
to a local activist's call for a 
community symbol. Using 
the five-striped "Flag of the 
Race" as his inspiration, 
Baker designed a flag with 
eight stripes: pink, red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo and violet. 

Baker soon approached 
San Francisco's Paramount 
Flag Company about mass 
producing and selling his 
"gay flag." Unfortunately, 
Baker had hand-dyed the 

colors; since hot pink was not commercially available, mass 
production of his eight-striped version was impossible and 
the flag was reduced to seven stripes. 

Although the rainbow flag was initially used as a 
symbol of pride in San Francisco, it received instant 
visibility in other cities. Today, the rainbow flag is 
everywhere. It has become the recognized standard symbol 
of pride for the LGBT community. 
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Body Image Journal of 
a Guy with HIV 

By Mark Hooker 

Exclusive to QLife 

L
. et me introduce myself. I'm Mark Hooker, I'll be 

48 years old on Jan. 15, and I've been living with 
HIV for over 20 years. Since 1979, I have kept a 

personal journal. I find that it helps me sort out my 
life issues. Writing in my journal gives me clarity, like 
practicing yoga. Or cleaning house. Or pining over Alec 
Baldwin as he was in the '80s. 

I'd like to share with you excerpts from what my friends 
Marc and Eric call "Old Lady Hooker's Diaries." The excerpts 
I'll share focus on my life with HIV, specifically related to 
body image. Here's the situation — a situation that is not 
unique to me. Countless others share it. But I'll talk about it 
in terms of me (even though my friends will tell you that's so 
unlike me). 

HIV and the meds I take to treat it have had devastating 
effects on both my mind and my body. We'll get into my mind 
another time (if we dare). For now, I'll stay in the physical 
realm. A condition called lipodistrophy, from which I and 
many other men, women and children with HIV/A1DS suffer, 
has devastated me. In a nutshell, this condition unnaturally 
redistributes a person's body fat. And it isn't pretty. 

The look is unmistakable: sunken cheeks, facial wasting, 
limb wasting, protruding veins, and swelling of the belly 
— due to body fat redistributed between the abdomen and 
the vital organs — are a few of the consequences some people 
living with HIV endure. Oh, and there is the dorsal fat pad 
which can form on your back around your neck and shoulders 
called "buffalo hump." Buffalo hump is not only ugly, it can 

also hinder movement and cause pain and difficulty sleeping. 
At one point, I went to visit my physician, AIDS 

specialist Dr. Ian Gilson at Aurora. I was distraught because 
my insurance company would not approve the reconstructive 
surgeries that would alleviate both my physical and my 
psychic pain. This was a few months ago. I was at an all-time 
low. 

I asked Ian how long it would take to die if I just went 
off the medications. If I had to live in this body for the rest of 
my life, it just wasn't worth continuing. Ian called the HIV 
nurse specialist, the incomparable Mary Busalacchi, into 
the examination room, and closed the door. For the next 45 
minutes Ian and Mary read me the riot act. It would take 
years for me to die, and if I thought I was suffering now, just 
wait until my immune system weakened, and then all of the 
opportunistic infections started to set in. Then they described 
my fate if I went off my meds in graphic detail. 

OK, OK, I finally gave in. I'll take my meds and I'll live, 
dammit. But not like this. I need those corrective surgeries, 
and I will find a way to get them. But how? 

Dr. Gilson was (as always) 
sympathetic. "For years the HIV/ 
AIDS community has been 'dissed' 
by the insurance companies. Many 
insurers refuse to take responsibility 
and pay for the surgical correction 
of disfigurements caused by this 
medical condition. 

"It's really the same struggle 
that women had to go through 
years ago with breast cancer. After 

a mastectomy, the insurance companies refused to pay for 
breast reconstruction. It took lawsuits and long battles to get 
this injustice corrected. 

"Now HIV/AIDS patients face a similar battle. This is a 
medical condition, and reconstructive surgery would make it 
easier for people to get through it." 

Already my mind was running a sub-routine on how to 
take charge of this situation. Let's see, I'm on Social Security 
Disability, and I get a check every month for $1,075. I'm 
allowed to work a part-time job as long as I don't earn over 
$800. If I make $801, they'll take away the $1,075. So working 
part-time won't really help me get the surgery right away. 

But I do have three credit cards with about $20,000 
worth of unused credit on them. Don't ask me why credit 
card companies gave me this credit, but they did! The cards 
just keep coming in the mail, preapproved. And up until now, 
with the financial guidance of my very responsible partner, 
Dave, I've been very good with credit. I pay the balance each 
and every month. That's when I'm picking up jeans and a T-
shirt at the Gap, however. Not when I'm about to embark on 
an insurance-denied reconstructive surgery extravaganza. 

Next month, QLife readers, the saga begins! 

Gay Arts Center Opens Womyn's Boxes 
Gallery Night Features Lesbian Artists 

By Paul Masterson 

T he Milwaukee Gay Arts Center announces a new 
art exhibition and sale entitled "Womyn's Boxes," 
opening on Gallery Night and Day, Jan. 20 and 21. 

This second of three women's exhibitions showcases the 
art of Rise Christesen, Vala Mohr and RoSSo presenting 
their works in contrasting media of boxes and maps. 

This exhibition was conceived as a show of spatial 
perception. We all constantly define and redefine our 
space. The resultant territory consists of natural, unnatural 
and emotional borders. In turn, these create a spectrum 
of social confinement, personal space and unlimited 
expanses containing the elements of our experience. 

As members of the LGBT human subset, three lesbian 
artists with wholly different perspectives offer access to 
their collective territory; the works themselves require the 
close proximity of the viewer to trespass and explore. 

Boxed Sculpture 
Rise Christesen creates mixed-media assemblages. 

Each sculpture consists of a shell containing a collection 
of parts. These tell a story in which everyday objects find 
their places in a new context with other objects. The 
resulting dialogue or narrative creates interactions not 
seen before, transposing their sense and construct. 

Christesen's sculptures portray uncommon 
relationships. These allude to universal emotions 
and the difficulty of the individual's interaction with 
society. She addresses issues that are sometimes LGBT 

specific but her intent is not 
to segment relationships into 
gender or sexual factions. 
Overcoming the urge to define 
ourselves as distinct entities 
recognizes differences as well as 
universalities. We are all subject 

\ 

to the same concerns viewed according to our personal 
sensitivities. We all confront and resolve in an ultimately 
similar way. 

Rise Christesen currently studies at UWM's Peck 
School of the Arts, where she is pursuing a double major in 
sculpture and art history and criticism. 

Maps as Sculpture 
Vala Mohr described her contribution to this 

exhibition: "I like maps. A lot of people do. And of course, 
I like to sculpt as well. I was looking for something fun, 
easy, fast, accessible to make. ... So when I happened to 
look upon an atlas one day, I thought, well, there you go. I 
think when we look at the way a map is made, you know, 
flat, it's easy to see how much fun you could have with that. 
After all, it represents nothing that is flat at all — unless, of 
course, you live in Indiana." 

She continued, "Sometimes people want to know how 
I make them and that's funny to me because it's really not 
about technique. All I did was trash my 2003 atlas with 
an Exacto knife, you know? Getting started with these, I 
was more interested in all the stuff behind the making of 
things, stuff like experimenting and exploring and finding 
joy. I'm a daydreamer and so my favorite places aren't on 
maps. Map sculpture — I think that's a way of finding 
them again, and making those imaginary places real." 

Vala Mohr is a graduate of the Milwaukee Institute of 
Art and Design. 

Opening the Box 
"These boxes beg to be touched," says RoSSo. The 

boxes in this case provide a microcosm of the artist's life 
and, more specifically, of a very particular chapter of that 
life. RoSSo has created a series of 11 cigar boxes to present 
a progressive chronicle of memories. 

Each box contains a collage of collected objects. In 
contrast to the "found object" medium, these objects have 

been deliberately assembled, 
though perhaps unconsciously 
or subconsciously. Individually, 
these are mere bits and pieces: 
photos, texts, a letter, a key, a 
phone bill. 

Likewise, the sum of RoSSo's 
chapters creates a whole. The 
details compose a woman's 
coming-out and love story. 
It's like many others that have 
provided the substance for millennia of art and literature. 
In fact, its significance in the grander scheme of things 
might be lost in the tumult of previous and subsequent 
events were it not for its documentation. 

RoSSo wants to preserve her story as an interactive 
experience. She laments the hands-off attitude of other 
galleries and hopes that this showing at the Milwaukee 
Gay Arts Center will provide interaction with each box. 
The contents of the 11 environments may be touched, 
read and rearranged. Viewers are encouraged to give in to 
a very human weakness: voyeurism. They should become 
"involved." 

RoSSo is a mother, artist, teacher and lover of life. She 
actively pursues a very personal agenda of social activism. 
She is an advocate of positive parenting and the rights of 
the incarcerated. 

All art works are available for sale. 
"Womyn's Boxes" opens Gallery Night, Friday, Jan. 

20, from 6 to 9 p.m.; and Saturday, Jan. 21, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The exhibition runs through Feb. 24, Monday 
thrdugh Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and by appointment. The 
Milwaukee Gay Arts Center is located at 703 S. 2nd St., 
just north of a National Avenue in Milwaukee's Walker's 
Point. 



www.queerlifenews.corn Queer Life I January 2006 I 9 

Wisconsin Q Happenings 

Tate Hired to Lead Fight Against Amendment 

A
day after over 700 people packed a Nov. 
29 hearing on the constitutional ban on 
civil unions and marriage, Action Wisconsin 

and Center Advocates announced the hiring of 
an experienced, full-time campaign manager. 
Mike Tate is leading the effort to defeat the 
amendment at the ballot box in November 2006. 

"Mike Tate has a high level of experience, a strong 
background in Wisconsin politics and fresh ideas. 
By hiring him, we are taking a major step forward 
in defeating the amendment in 2006," said Action 
Wisconsin board president Tony Sheehan. "He will 
build a tremendous campaign that mobilizes a 
majority of Wisconsin voters to oppose this harmful, 
far-reaching amendment!' 

Tate has an extensive political resume in Wisconsin. 
In 2004, he oversaw one of the largest grassroots voter 
mobilization efforts in Wisconsin political history as the 
deputy director of America Coming Together. Tate was 
also the state director for Howard Dean's presidential 
campaign. In 2002, he worked as the state field 
director for Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk's 
gubernatorial bid and as a regional political organizer 
for AFSCME council 40 in the general election. Tate 
has worked for the Democratic Party of Wisconsin 
and is a former national vice president of the College 
Democrats of America. 

"Wisconsin will be the first state in the nation 
to defeat a constitutional ban on civil unions and 
marriage, and I'm excited to lead the effort," said Tate. 

"This effort is critical for families in Wisconsin, families 
across the nation, and everyone who is tired of the 
way these amendments are being used to divide our 
country. Wisconsinites will draw a line in the sand 
next November and send a powerful message that 
they stand squarely for fairness and equality for all our 
citizens:' 

The proposed ban on civil unions and marriage 
must still clear the required second vote in the 
State Legislature. Although Action Wisconsin and 
the Milwaukee-based Center Advocates have 
been working hard for over a year to pressure key 
lawmakers, it seems likely the amendment will pass 
the Legislature and be sent to a statewide.vote. 

MGAC Announces 
January Classes 

New Sessions of Middle Eastern Dance for Men and Intermediate Yoga 

The Milwaukee Gay Arts Center (MGAC) expands its 
fitness and educational programs with Intermediate 
Yoga. The new hour-long classes start Saturday, Jan. 

7, at 9 a.m. 
Chris Jansen, a popular icon in the Milwaukee health 

and fitness scene, will teach the 
new class. Jansen instructs a 
broad range of aerobic and yoga 
classes in various local venues 
and holds certifications in group 
exercise systems and Pilates 
through the Aerobic and Fitness 
Association of America (AFAA). 
He has six years of experience
in the fitness industry and has 
been teaching yoga for three 
years. 

Jansen's Intermediate Yoga concentrates on fitness. 
His style of yoga differs from that based on meditation 
and focuses on physicality and strength. In Jensen's 
words, "Yoga is a journey." Anyone of any age can make 
that journey with progress based on ability and training. 

The session runs eight weeks and costs $40. Please 
register in advance if possible. Pick up a registration 
form at the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center or e-mail 
milwgac@yahoo.com and a form will be sent to you. 

All classes take place in the Milwaukee Gay Arts 
Center, 703 S. 2nd St. in Walker's Point. 
Ricky Heldt's Monday Evening Yoga Now in 
Session! 

Ricky Heldt offers continuing hatha yoga and 
yogalates in the ongoing session that began Dec. 12. 
Each six-week session meets Monday evenings and 
consists of one-hour classes. Hatha Yoga takes place 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Yogalates follows from 7:10 to 8:10 p.m. 

Heldt encourages the curious to drop in for a free 
introductory class. The next session begins Feb. 6. 

A six-week session costs $40. Register soon as space 

I 

Chris Jansen 

is limited and classes sell out fast! Registration forms are 
available at the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center or through 
Ricky Heldt at 414-759-8169 or rickyroo4u@yahoo.com. 
Belly Dancing for Men with Shaia Begins Jan. 8 

After a successful Middle Eastern Dance Workshop 
for Men in December, a new eight-week class starts 
in January. See the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel's Cue 
report on this event at www.jsonline.com/onwisconsin/ 
arts/dec05/378891.asp. 

Classes are taught by Milwaukee belly dance icon 
Shaia Fahrid and are open to everyone. 

This latest rage in aerobic exercise is sweeping the 
country and MGAC is proud to be the first venue to 
offer it in Milwaukee. Belly dancing is a logical extension 
of more rigid exercises like weight training and aerobics. 
It focuses on the torso and requires independent control 
and muscle isolation of the various parts of the body. 

This discipline improves flexibility and, though 
energetic movement, cardio burn at the same time. 
Posture and attitude play a major role in the style as 
well, with specific movements relating to male roles in 
the ancient world, namely those of protector, warrior 
and hunter. Hence masculine style belly dancing 
exhibits spirited, sharp and heavier traits as opposed 
to softer or demure feminine ones. These masculine 
movements are intended to project power and energy. 

This is your opportunity to enter the mystical world 
of Rags Sharqi, or Oriental Dance, in a class specifically 
geared to men. 

Class attire: Participants will dance in bare feet, no 
shirt or a fitted stretchable top and stretchable athletic 
pants. Come prepared! 

The Middle Eastern Dance Workshop for Men begins 
Sunday, Jan. 8, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The cost is $40 for 
the eight-week session. 

All classes are held at the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center, 
703 S. 2nd St., Milwaukee. To register or for more 
information, call 414-383-3727. 

MGAC Calls for Artist 
Contributions for 
Saint Sebastian 
Project 

The Milwaukee Gay Arts Center 
(MGAC) announces a special art 
show to open in coordination with 

PrideFest in June 2006. The Saint 
Sebastian Project, named for Saint 
Sebastian, a fourth-century Roman 
soldier who was martyred for his 
beliefs, was conceived by the center's 
director and curator, Paul Masterson. 

Masterson is looking for artists 
to present a multi-media exhibition 
with a focus on contemporary LGBT 
depictions of saints and martyrs. 
"But even more," says Masterson, 
"this show should be a mirror of 
traditional supernaturalism reflecting 
the highest human virtue. It should 
articulate it in an LGBT context." 

The artistic statement should 
portray the gay heart in the bliss, 
ecstasy, love, loyalty, sacrifice and 
commitment of martyrdom. It should 
also portray suffering, the destruction 
of beauty, loss, hatred, victimization 
and oppression. Works may be in 
any media. They should articulate 
the image and impact of saints and 
martyrs, but particularly of Saint 
Sebastian, whose fate has been the 
subject of artists' interpretations for 
centuries. 

Masterson added, "Art conveys 
who we are. The dilemmas we face 
as members of the LGBT community 
in today's society and our emotional 
response to them are best expressed 
through art. It's my intention 
to accomplish that through this 
exhibition." 

Potential contributors are asked 
to contact the Milwaukee Gay Arts 
Center at 414-383-3727 or milwgac@ 
yahoo.com for more information. 
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Women's Fund 
Launches 
Lesbian Fund 

T
he Women's Fund of Greater 
Milwaukee Inc. launched its Lesbian 
Fund with gifts of more than $13,000. 

It is hoped that the fund will have the 
capacity to make its first grants by 2007. 

"It's exciting to be shaping the future 
of Milwaukee's first philanthropic fund 
to focus solely on meeting the unique 
needs of lesbians in all stages of their 
lives," says Angie Guerra, a founder of 
the fund. Other founders include Tanya 
Atkinson, Maria Cadenas, Fai De Mark, 
Christine Harris, Kathleen Herbst, Ruth 
Irvings, June Kriviskey, India McCanse 
and Barbara Morgan. 

The mission of the Lesbian Fund 
is to encourage philanthropy that will 
increase the visibility of lesbians as 
strong community leaders, inform and 
advocate for lesbian concerns, and 
provide financial support to initiatives 
benefiting lesbians at all stages of life. 

The Lesbian Fund will make 
grants to Greater Milwaukee nonprofit 
agencies. Founders of the fund have 
identified health care, parenting issues, 
employment, civil rights and partner 
rights as some of the issues of greatest 
concern to lesbians in the Greater 
Milwaukee community. 

"As an endowment, the Lesbian Fund 
will be available to help meet the pressing 
needs of our community for generations 
to come," says Barbara Morgan, a 
founder of the Fund. "It's our legacy to 
future generations." 

The Lesbian Fund is one of a 
number of changes that coincide 
with the timing of the Women's Fund 
process of branching out from.the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation as an 
independent entity. The Fund is now 
separately incorporated. 

Festival of Queer Arts 
By Paul Masterson 

L awrence University's LGBT 
organization, GLOW (Gay, Lesbian, 
Other, & Whatever), in collaboration 

with Beloit College's The Alliance, 
announces a Festival of Queer Arts and 
Aesthetics. 

This historic celebration of queer arts 
takes place Friday through Sunday, April 7 
to 9, at Lawrence University in Appleton. 
Lawrence has been ranked among the 
nation's most gay friendly colleges. 

The weekend extravaganza includes 
art exhibits, a Lawrence Conservatory 
of Music concert featuring the music of 
world-famous queer composers, poetry 
readings, an open mic event, drag show 
and craft fair. Saturday's schedule presents 
10 workshops on a broad range of topics, 
including What Is Queer Art? 

Keynote performer will be biracial 
queer folk musician Pamela Means. 

Organizers are looking for artists, 
poets, drag performers, professors and 
anyone else interested in being a part of 
this LGBT arts conference. 

For more information, contact Sara 
Bernstein, bernstes@lawrence.edu or 920-
832-7395, or Heather Salus, salush@stu. 
beloit.edu. 

National Happenings 

Gay Soldier Assaulted at Arizona Army Base 
Fort Huachuca, Ariz. — Private Kyle Lawson, a 19-

.year-old Tucson resident, was physically assaulted and 
threatened at Fort Huachuca Army Base after fellow 
soldiers learned he is gay, according to a report in the 
Dec. 18 Arizona Daily Star. Fearful for his safety, Lawson is 
leaving the Army, while the soldier accused of his assault 
appears to remain unpunished. 

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network (SLDN) 
called on Army officials to hold the responsible party 
accountable for the assault and called on the Pentagon 
to implement an Anti-Harassment Action Plan adopted in 
2000 but never implemented. 

"Pentagon leaders have consistently refused to 
take harassment seriously, and our men and women in 
uniform continue to pay the price," said Sharra E. Greer, 
SLDN's director of law and policy. "The Pentagon has 
found, in its own survey, rampant anti-gay harassment in 
the armed forces. Service members report harassment, 
violence and threats to SLDN on a regular basis. At least 
two service members have been murdered because of 
unchecked anti-gay harassment. Yet military leaders have 
utterly failed to send a strong, clear message that anti-
gay harassment is unacceptable or that those who harass 
will be held accountable for their actions. The result is yet 
another anti-gay assault!' 

According to the Star, Lawson's nose was broken 
and he was later threatened with a knife after a friend 
revealed during a Battalion party that Lawson is gay. 

While the soldier who Lawson says attacked him was 
originally charged with aggravated assault by civilian 
police, Fort Huachuca officials have decided not to 
prosecute the case "for reasons fort officials say they are 
not at liberty to explain,"according to the press report. 
Lawson says the solider used an anti-gay slur during the 
attack. 

In August 2003, 22 members of Congress asked 
the Department of Defense to implement its Anti-
Harassment Action Plan, which includes steps to curb 
anti-gay harassment. Those Congressional representatives 
concluded "that the Services are not in full compliance" 
with the plan and asked DoD to report on its progress 
by February 2004. Dr. David Chu, the Pentagon 
undersecretary charged with implementing "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell," replied that no further action was required 
and the Pentagon's actions to address and deal with 
harassment were sufficient. Many military personnel 
report to SLDN that they are unaware the plan even 
exists. 

Private Lawson's mother told the Star that she has 
"been crying myself to sleep"and is"afraid for his life' 
Private Lawson was told to sleep on a cot in his drill 
sergeant's office following the attack, and reports to 
the Star that his attacker's only punishment appeared 
to be revocation of his weekend pass. A Fort Huachuca 
spokeswoman said officials took"appropriate action" in 
dealing with the case. 

Sharpton to Headline 
Black Church Summit 
on Gay Rights 

Washington — The board of directors 
of the National Black Justice Coalition 
(NBJC) will convene a major discussion 
on lesbian and gay rights among black 
faith leaders. The two-day summit is 
to be hosted by First Iconium Baptist 
Church in Atlanta and is scheduled for 
Jan. 19 to 21. 

Refuge Ministries Bishop Dr. Yvette 
Flunder, senior pastor of the United 
Church of Christ's City of Refuge Church 
in San Francisco, and former Democratic 
presidential candidate the Rev. Al 
Sharpton of New York will be featured 
speakers. Sharpton recently announced 
an initiative to vigorously challenge 
homophobia in the black church. This 
will be his first participation in a meeting 
that will deal directly with that initiative. 

"These high level discussions are 
about developing specific strategies that 
will challenge homophobic attitudes in 
our nation's black religious institutions 
— from the seminary to the pulpit," 
said Dr. Sylvia Rhue, NBJC director 
of religious affairs and constituency 
development. "Through enlivened and 
educated discussions about the lives of 
LGBT people, we hope to bring love and 
spiritually infused enlightenment to our 
communities of faith." 

New Buyer's Guide 
for LGBT-Friendly 
Companies 

Washington — The Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) has released a new 
buyer's guide, "Buying for Equality," 
that highlights corporate policies on 
LGBT equality so consumers can make 
purchasing decisions based on a those 
policies. 

"LGBT Americans are changing the 
policies of corporate America at the 
check-out line," said HRC President Joe 
Solmonese. "With an estimated $610 
billion worth of buying power, this guide 
empowers our community to easily 
support companies that take a stand for 
fairness." 

The guide lists hundreds of popular 
products, services and retail outlets along 
with their scores on the Corporate Equality 
Index. For example, the guide illustrates 
Best Buy's 100 percent score over Circuit 
City's 43 percent for electronics purchases, 
and Iams' 86 percent tops Alpo's 29 for pet 
food. 

HRC Foundation's Corporate 
Equality Index is a scorecard of corporate 
policies affecting their LGBT employees 
including domestic partner benefits and 
nondiscrimination policies. This year, 101 
companies scored a perfect 100 percent 
on the index — more than seven times as 
many as when the index was introduced in 
2002. 

The guide is available online at www. 
hrc.org/BuyersGuide. 

Ford's Commitment to 
Equality Questioned 

San Francisco — Out & Equal 
Workplace Advocates, a national 
nonprofit organization that champions 
safe and equitable workplaces for 
LGBT people, is calling upon Ford 
Motor Company to disavow a reported 
agreement between the company and 
a special interest group to discontinue 
advertising in LGBT publications for its 
Jaguar and Land Rover brands. 

"As advocates for workplace fairness 
and equality for all, we call on Ford 
Motor Company to preserve the 
principles of equality they themselves 
have set," said Selisse Berry, executive 
director of Out & Equal Workplace 
Advocates. "Ford's decision to remove 
advertising from LGBT publications 
under the threat of a special interest 
group such as the American Family 
Association raises questions for all 
of us. Ford must confirm its historic 
commitment to a safe and equal 
workplace for all, including its LGBT 
employees." 

The Ford Motor Company response 
stands in stark contrast to Wells Fargo, 
which has stayed true to its principles 
of inclusion and equal commitment 
to LGBT consumers after Focus on the 
Family withdrew its funds from the 
bank. 
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State Department 
Condemns UAE 
Anti-Gay Arrests 

Washington — The Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC) praised the State 
Department for condemning the United 
Arab Emirates' arrest of two dozen 
individuals at a purported gay wedding 
and threats of forced psychological and 
hormonal treatment, according to news 
reports. 

"The State Department's 
condemnation of these arrests and 
threats is an important component of 
resolving this atrocious episode," said 
HRC President Joe Solmonese. "LGBT 
people are in every country in this world 
and should be afforded the same dignity 
and respect that every human being 
deserves. The United States should 
support a resolution in front of the 
U.N. Commission on Human Rights 
acknowledging that sexual orientation 
and gender identity protections are part 
of internationally recognized human 
rights standards. Unfortunately, our 
government has not yet supported such 
a move." 

The State Department statement, 
released Nov. 28, called on "the 
government of the United Arab Emirates 
to immediately stop any ordered 
hormone and psychological treatment 
and to comply with the standards of 
international law." 

International Q Happenings 

South Africa Court Rules in 
Favor of Same-Sex Marriage 

0
 n Dec. 1, in a unanimous decision, the 
Constitutional Court of South Africa 
extended equal rights and responsibilities 

to same-sex couples and their families in a 
decision that will allow same-sex couples the 
freedom to marry in the next year. 

South Africa becomes the first African nation to 
extend marriage to same-sex couples. Elsewhere, 
Canada, Belgium, Netherlands and Spain grant 
equal marriage rights. 

Following is an excerpt from the judgment: "The 
exclusion of same-sex couples from the benefits 
and responsibilities of marriage was not a small 
and tangential inconvenience resulting from a few 
surviving relics of societal prejudice destined to 
evaporate like the morning dew. It represented a 
harsh if oblique statement by the law that same-
sex couples are outsiders, and that their need for 

affirmation and protection of their intimate relations 
as human beings is somehow less than that of 
heterosexual couples. It signifies that their capacity 
for love, commitment, and accepting responsibility 
is by definition less worthy of regard than that 
of heterosexual couples. The intangible damage 
to same-sex couples is as severe as the material 
deprivation. They are not entitled to celebrate their 
commitment to each other in a joyous public event 
recognized by the law. They are obliged to live in a 
state of legal blankness in which their unions remain 
unmarked by the showering of presents and the 
commemoration of anniversaries so celebrated in 
our culture." 

Read the complete ruling at http:// 
freedomtomarry.c.topica.com/ 
maaejq7abrnC)SdaLuNdlcadlejD. 
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H ate vs. Pride 

EDITORIAL 

The enemy has been 
identified. 

The battle lines have been 
drawn. 

History has been written. 
In one of the most cowardly 

moves in Wisconsin legislative 
history, so-called "public 
servants" weighed in on an issue 
which is about nothing more 
than basic civil 
rights. The ability 
to marry the 
person you love. 

And while in 
2006 this right 
may seem a 
privilege afforded 
to only those who 
are of opposite 
sex, when history 
remembers these 
"lawmakers," 
BIGOT will be 
the term used 
in our state's 
documenting 
books. 

A quick look 
back on U.S. 
history proves 
this point. 

Remember it 
was not too long 
ago when women 
couldn't vote, bi-
racial marriages 
were outlawed 
and the ability 
to get a front 
seat on a bus was 
controlled by the 
color of your skin. 

Just like the 
gay-hating bigots 
highlighted on 
our front page, 
legislators of 
previous eras 
spent their 
legislative 
careers writing 

and voting on laws that, when 
we look back on them today, 
we cannot believe were ever 
instituted. 

This is how our very own 
Wisconsin homophobic 
legislators' actions will be 
viewed. And if history repeats 
itself— as it often does — those 
memories of hate will be strong 
and damning, leaving most in 
the future to wonder how people 
could be so backward that they 
would vote for a law that would 
deny LOVE. 

Gays in Wisconsin are under 
attack. And while we might feel 
now that many people believe 

we're second-class citizens, we 
must not forget how far we've 
come. We've all been told that 
we must organize to defeat the 
proposed state constitutional 
ban on gay marriage, set to be on 
our ballots in November. Most 
of us will do so. But we must 
also not lose site of the fact that 
no matter how this vote comes 
out, we are just in fighting back 
discrimination of any kind. 

It's said many LGBT folks 
are forward-thinking, a little 
ahead of their time. If this issue 
is used as the barometer, there's 
no denying that. But it's also said 

continued on page 13 
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EDITORIAL continued from page 12 

forward thinkers are not always 
embraced and accepted. 

We must remember that 
fact and begin now to fight like 
hell to beat back our state's 
very powerful, hateful political 
machine. 

We're on the right side of this 
issue; history will be kind to us 
and prove our point. 

For those faces on the front 
of this month's Q Life, we 
can only hope that, like their 
hateful comrades, they too will 
learn to forgive themselves 
and ask history to do the same. 
Unfortunately as they grow 
older and face their final years 
in life, it's not legislative pride 
they will be able to look back on. 
They will forever be labeled as 
hate mongers who were out of 
touch, a trait which is a hard sell 
when trying to lie in peace in an 
internal place. 

Hate is never forgotten. 
Living with it inside of you 

will forever haunt your past and 
present. 

Kudos 
A high five to James Kuchta 

for his newest goal of lining 2nd 
Street in Walker's Point with 
pride flags. 

Like many cities, Milwaukee 
has a thriving LGBT district 
which should be highlighted 
and celebrated. Adding these 
colorful pole flags will go a long 
way toward proving our city's 
acceptance of our diversity. 

We call on the community 
to get involved to help raise the 
nearly $5000 needed for their 
installation. Also we hope both 
gay and non-gay businesses will 
rally around this idea to make it 
a reality. 

This small statement will 
cement our rightful place as an 
established neighborhood in 
Milwaukee — full of pride and 
acceptance. 

"For me, to make someone suffer penalties 

because of their sexual orientation is on the 

same level as making people be penalised for 

their gender, or race." 

South African Anglican Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu, a Nobel Peace Prize winner. 

Dear Editor: 
A bill that would have ended the practice 

of paying Milwaukee police officers salaries 
and benefits after they've been fired failed 
to pass the Republican-controlled Assembly 
Committee on Corrections and the Courts 
this week. 

The defeat of this bill is unfortunate. 
Milwaukee remains the only city in 

Wisconsin that pays cops after they've been 
fired. Cops are paid during the appeal of 
their termination to the Fire and Police 
Commission. 

According to news reports, 81 
Milwaukee police officers were fired in the 
last 15 years; all but two filed appeals. This 
has cost Milwaukee over $2 million in wages 
and benefits. The tax dollars spent on these 
79 fired police officers represents a practice 
built on politics rather than justice. 

This ridiculous law is providing nine of 
Milwaukee's so-called "finest" an opportunity 
to profit after being fired for their criminal 
misconduct in the beating of Frank Jude Jr. 
Recently, one of those officers was re-arrested 
for allegedly calling in a bomb threat to a 
Milwaukee police station. 

The officers who brutalized Jude are 
representative of police who betray their 
profession and sully the image of this 
department. Indeed, they represent cops on 
the force who would rather yank a Latino out 
of the window of his car, smash his face onto 
the front fender for simply asking the cop 
why he was being stopped. 

These dangerous cops have wounded 
the reputation of their profession. Is it any 
wonder some in the public view cops as 
criminals hiding behind a badge? Dirty cops 
are the bane of the department. Paying them 
after being discharged from the department 
while they appeal their firing is wasteful and 
ridiculous. 

Why is it that right-wing radio talk-show 
hosts accuse the Democrats of being servants 
to the state's teacher unions yet stay silent 
when the GOP bends over backwards to 
accommodate the police union? 

By voting down the effort to have this 
25-year-old law removed and by supporting 
the special interest groups known as the 
police union, the GOP has proven that the 
people of Milwaukee are insignificant and 
turned its back on the notion of local control. 

Robert Miranda 
editor-in-chief, 
the Milwaukee Spanish Journal 

Dear Editor: 
I am disturbed and dismayed by the 

serious breach of basic journalistic ethics 
exhibited by Q Life and its editor, Don 
Hoffman, in his editorial "Milwaukee Needs 
a Leader, Not Just a Good Guy" (December 
2005). 

It is the generally recognized obligation 
of a newspaper to provide the open exchange 
of views — not simply those of an editor with 
a serious conflict of interest and an axe to 
grind. 

Q Life failed to provide any independent 
and impartial news coverage of Milwaukee 
Mayor Tom Barrett's meeting with the LGBT 
community that might allow readers to 
place Hoffman's editorial remarks in proper 
context and to provide community reaction 
to the event that might differ from its editor's 
personal opinions. Q Life's failure in this 
regard is simply poor form and bad, lazy 
journalism. 

It is a basic tenet and obligation of 
journalists and editors to disclose all conflicts 
of interest — whether real or perceived. 

Hoffman's deep, personal conflict 

of interest regarding the Milwaukee Gay 
Arts Center, "Naked Boys Singing" and the 
pending lawsuit with the City of Milwaukee 
over the production's closure points to a very 
serious lack of journalistic ethics which our 
community should not ignore. 

In his editorial, Hoffman failed to 
disclose that he is the co-director of the 
Milwaukee Gay Arts Center, that it was 
Hoffinan's personal attorney that filed the 
$650,000 discrimination lawsuit against 
the City of Milwaukee on behalf of the 
Milwaukee Gay Arts Center and that Q Life 
shares leased space with the Milwaukee Gay 
Arts Center. 

Additionally, Hoffman was the board 
member of the now-defunct Circlestage 
Theater whose nonprofit status he personally 
transferred to the Milwaukee Gay Arts 
Center. I also note that Don Hoffman was 
quite vocal in his support for Marvin Pratt 
over Barrett in the mayoral election. 

Also interesting: There are scores of 
"out" LGBT employees and appointees who 
work for the City of Milwaukee, including 
Leonard Sobczak chairman of the Milwaukee 
Fire and Police Commission. Yet, Hoffman 
singled out Neil Albrecht, the deputy director 
of the Elections Commission for his failure to 
attend the event and ask tough questions of 
Barrett. 

Hoffman slyly implies some nefarious 
collusion for Albrecht's decision not to attend 
the event. Our community needs to ask 
Hoffman what evidence he has to support his 
scurrilous assertion. 

I also wonder, as a city employee, how is 
Albrecht's lack of attendance at the meeting 
in any way newsworthy? 

I call on Don Hoffman to abide by the 
same high standards to which he apparently 
holds others and for Q Life to clarify and 
explain its egregious conduct in this matter. 

William Attewell 
Greendale 

An Open Letter to 
Sen. Alberta Darling 

Dear Sen. Darling: 
I am writing to you with my concerns 

about the so-called Marriage Protection Act. 
I attended a meeting with you in Shorewood 
on Dec. 5 with about 50 concerned citizens 
including clergy, LGBT community members 
and straight community members — all of 
whom oppose this amendment. We oppose 
the amendment for one simple reason: It will 
hurt families. It will hurt children. It will hurt 
women. And yes, it will hurt gay people like 
myself. 

My concern is that Wisconsin voters 
will see only the first part of the language 
that deals with marriage being between 
one man and one woman, and vote yes on 
that premise. But the bill goes much deeper 
than that, as you well know. This bill will 
pave the way to barring civil unions in the 
future, and this kind of moral judgment has 
no place in legislature. You have denied that 
this is the case, but those denials are empty. 
You know full well what this language will 
allow for in the future. It has only one name: 
discrimination. 

Here are a few ways this bill will hurt 
Wisconsin citizens: 

• Let's start with me. I have been 
living with HIV/AIDS for 20 years. If this 
amendment passes and I become seriously ill, 
my partner, Dave, may be denied the right to 
make medical decisions for me or even visit 
me in the hospital. 

• Gay and lesbian parents will not be 
able to share parental rights. In many cases, 
should the "legal" parent die, what will 

Letters to the Editor 

happen to the children who are left behind 
with the only parent they have ever known 
— and that person has no legal rights to 
them whatsoever? 

• Is it fair to deny the possibility of 
Social Security benefits and retirement 
benefits to gay and lesbian couples who have 
spent their entire lives together, only to be 
discriminated against in their old age? 

• What about health insurance that 
is already shared between nonmarried 
committed partnerships? Will those benefits 
be taken away now as well? 

• What about elderly partners who end 
up in nursing homes with no legal ties to each 
other? Will they be ripped apart as a family 
in their last few weeks or years of life? 

Sen. Darling, I know that you disagree 
with the nonconservative viewpoints of your 
constituents. And we here on the East Side 
have been very cleverly gerrymandered into 
your district where Mequon and its "family 
values" rule. Kudos to you, Sen. Darling. We 
have been effectively rendered voiceless by 
the conservatives you serve, and who keep 
you in office. 

But I have to ask you — what about the 
fundamental principal of separation between 
church and state? Let's not put the religious 
aspect of marriage into constitutional law. 
Let each individual church decide for itself 
what marriage is for its members. 

And let the State declare marriage 
between one man and one woman. I don't 
care. I never wanted to model myself in the 
image of the heterosexual paradigm anyway. 
Why should I? Fifty percent of heterosexual 
marriages in this country fail. If you want to 
protect marriage, make divorce illegal. 

But do not put a bill in the constitution 
that will take away rights from American 
citizens and ban the possibility of civil unions 
by prohibiting any arrangement that is 
"substantially similar to marriage." 

As I sat in the meeting room with you 
listening to clergy and gay and straight 
community members begging you with tears 
in their eyes to reconsider your position on 
this amendment, I was reminded of the story 
in the Bible where Moses pleaded with the 
Pharaoh to let his people go. But the Pharaoh 
had a "hard heart" and refused. Now I know 
how Moses felt. 

And I pray that no one ever 
discriminates against you in the way that 
you and your conservative colleagues are 
facilitating discrimination against so many 
American citizens here in Wisconsin. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Hooker 
resident, Milwaukee's East Side 
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Enjoy the beauty and serenity of Door 
County in winter. We welcome you to 

the Chanticleer Guest House! 

Gay owned and operated since 1993 
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STROLL OVER & CIS NUN 

Be It Resolved 
S

ince it has been shown time and 
time again that our health as LGBT 
people relates directly to our self-

esteem, I suggest that we individually 
and collectively resolve to be less 
tolerant in 2006. The link between 
discrimination, self-esteem, and poor 
mental and physical health points the 
way: We need to stop putting up with 
junk aimed at us. 

By suggesting that we become less 
tolerant, I am not suggesting we target 
others with discrimination. In fact, I 
urge all of us to consciously work to end 
anti-Semitism, racism, age-based bias 
and sexism. However, as individuals 
and as a community, we continue to put 
up with the most absurd limits to our 
own lives, consistent misinformation 
disseminated by people in the public eye, 
marginalization as consumers instead of 
engaged participants, and invisibility in 
almost every corner of society. 

Our tradition of making New 
Year's resolutions in the United States 
is generally a marketing opportunity 
and not a real commitment to change. 
But we can decide to do that differently 
as LGBT people. We can decide to 
improve our health by addressing those 
discriminatory and harassing issues that 
come our way each day, week and month. 

What would constitute some useful 
resolutions on our own behalf? I've 
drafted a few to get us going: 

• I will tell my boss, co-workers, 

neighbors, and rabbi or pastor to ask 
about my partner, date or friends each 
week, just as they do with other people at 
work, over the back fence, or in church/ 
synagogue. 

• I will insist that mail be properly 
addressed to me and my family by 
government, family members and others 
in a way that honors our relationship(s). 

• I will ask for a different table in 
a restaurant whenever I find myself 
possibly being put off to the side so I am 
not so noticeable. 

• I will call my alderperson, state 
legislator, and local educational and 
social service organizations at least once 
in 2006 to learn what they are doing 
to support the healthy development of 
LGBT youth and seniors. 

• I will send a request to my local 
Social Security office for a 50 percent 
rebate because there is no provision for 
my current or future spouse to receive 
survivor benefits. 

• I will create a form letter that 
respectfully asks my employer every 
month about providing domestic partner 
benefits (even if I don't need them or 
want them) until they are granted. 

• I will ask my physician, physician's 
assistant, nurse practitioner, and/or 
psychotherapist about their training in 
working with LGBT people. 

• I will call the local public television 
station and ask about their LGBT 
programming and their decisions about 

HEALTH 
Gary Hollander, Ph. D. (ghollander @queerlifenews.com) 
is president and executive director of Diverse and 
Resilient, a nonprofit committed to the healthy develop-
ment of LGBT people in Wisconsin (www.diversean-
dresilient.org). He is also owner and principle consultant 
of Gary Hollander Enterprises, a firm that assists organi-
zations with their development, emphasizing change man-
agement, team development, and cultural competency. 

scheduling it. 
• I will check with Center Advocates 

and Action Wisconsin to learn the 
negative voting records of area legislators 
on issues important to our community 
— like the proposed state constitutional 
amendment — and organize my family 
and friends to defeat that person in 
the next election independent of the 
outcome of the amendment itself. 

• I will interrupt any negative 
comments about any one of my beloved 
LGBT sisters and brothers no matter who 
they come from. 

Certainly each of us can think 
of many more examples of great 
resolutions. I'd love to hear yours. 

Best wishes for more health in 2006. 

PARTS HOUSE in FIFTH WARD 
Designer finishes enhance 
studio with original HWF & 
exposed brick & beam. 

tJ South facing wail of windows 
w/balcony. Kitchen w/stain - 
less appliances. oak cabinets, 
corian counter. & breakfast 
bar. Walk-in closet w/steps to 
sleeping loft & cubby. Built-in 

computer nook. in-unit washer/dryer. Outside parking space 
included. $139,900. 

SHOEWORKS LOFTS in BREWERS HILL 
Ample space with a private 
entrance from Reservoir. 
Kitchen w/granite counters, 
breakfast bar & stainless 
appliances. Living room's 
enormous windows let in 
warm southern sunshine & 
offer a great view of the city. 
HWF. BR w/new carpet-

ing/walk-in closet. In-unit laundry. Heated parking right 
outside of unit back door. $199,900. 

1825 N. 2nd St. in BREWERS HILL 
Stately Mansion, completely 
renovated to open-concept 
2 story home w/townhouse 
style 1BR apt. Wide plank oak 
HWF, open staircase, exposed 
cream city brick. GFP. & 
high ceilings adorn historic 
masterpiece. Endless hos-
sibilities...singie family/condo 

conversion, room for fabulous garage or carriage house... 
Spectacular!! $499,900. 

RIVERVIEW in the UPPER EAST SIDE 
Riverview West Only one unit left! Milwaukee River & Locust $229,900. 
New construction, contemporary style 2BR, 2BA unit across from an east side park. Oversized win-
dows, wonderful hardwood floors & finishes, wood railed balcony, in-unit laundry, underground parking 
included. Kitchen w/hardwood cabinetry, solid surface countertops, butcher block island & generous 
appliance allowance. 
Riverview East Milwaukee River & Locust $229,900. 
High style, contemporary design, new construction 2BR/2BA units occupy an entire floor across from an 
east side park. Oversized windows give light on all sides. Wonderful hardwood floors & finishes, private 
deck, in-unit laundry, ample storage, detached parking. Kitchen w/hardwood cabinetry, granite counters 
& generous appliance allowance. 

HI-Fl LOFTS in RIVERWEST 
Buy a new condo, get a free 
car! Studio or I BR w/lots 
of windows & light. Multiple 
open-concept floor plans, 
some w/patio & private en-
trance, in a converted factory. 
All appliances included, stain-
less cabinets, butcher block 
countertops, in-unit laundry, 

CA. Detached parking included. From $149,000. 
flifilefts.cOm 

ROXWELL LOFTS in WALKERS POINT 

-1 • 

Dramatic & architecturally 
delightful studio or 1 bed-
room. Trendy new loft con-
versions with all refinished, 
original cream city brick, 
beams, HWF, high ceilings 
& over-sized windows. Chic 
custom Kitchen & Bath. Ap-
pliances included. Washer/ 

Dryer hook-ups. Surface parking available for $10,000. 
From $93,000. 

LAKE DRIVE TOWNHOUSE 
UPPER EAST SIDE, Warm, 
welcoming townhome in 
Northpoint Historic District. 
Private courtyard entry. Corner 
NFP in LR. Double doors to 
private garden. Planked wood 
floors thru'out main level. Kit 
w/breakfast bar nook. In-unit 
laundry, walk-thru closet. 

Extensive track lighting & built-in custom cabinets. 2 under-
ground parking. $249,900 

CONDOS CLOSE TO EVERYTHING YOU LOVE 

ANAULTY 1O:1CCUTTVES 
listed by Nancy B Meeks nancyBmeeks.com 

414.906=2126 Paul Kurensky CondoMilwaukee.com 
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MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS and TALC NEW VISION 

It's areal-world education. 
I'm Warning in a small school 
with great classes. The 
teachers know me. I know 
I'm going to graduate. 
Small high schools offer increased graduation 

rates, higher attendance levels, and enhanced 

student achievement. Learn more at the 
Milwaukee Small High School Enrollment Fair 

where more than two dozen small high schools 

will showcase their academic programs and 

their unique approaches to teaching and learning. 

Funded in part by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, along with TALC New Vision and MPS. 

MILWAUKEE SMALL HIGH SCHOOL 

NRO LM =NT FAIR 
Saturday, Jan. 14, 2006 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
275 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Downtown Milwaukee 

The Shops of GRAND Air NUE 

For more information, call (414) 270-7586, 

or visit www.talcnewvision.org. 
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DOWNER GARAGE 
1609 E. NORTH AVENUE • (414) 273-7775 

' 

Brakes 
Suspension 
Alignments 
Body Work 
Mufflers/Exhaust 
Tire Balance/Rotation 
Foreign & Domestic 

FREE TOWING! 
(Some Restrictions Apply) 

$10 

Bill Bill 

or 
totalling I totalling 
$100 or 

OFF More! op Fr More!

Validonly with coupon. 
I Not valid with other coupons or discounts. Offer expire 1/31/06 
• 

Condo owners have more fun. 
IL Why rent? 

Condos under $130,000 

In Milwaukee's Brady Street neighborhood. 
Walking distance to Lake Michigan; Prospect. 

Farwell and North Avenue! 
New construction quality. 

Off-street parking available for 510,00 
Viewings available at all times by apps. 

Calls taken anytime at 414-803-9699 

e ULTIMATE 
PROFESSIONAL 

ionally cleaned : professionally prowl 

err ing.com 

en (414) 276-1910 
3 W. Capitol Dr. (414) 961-1910 
35 W. Silver Spring Dr. (414) 352-1910 

Tee pick-up and delivery: (414) 351-1910 
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Q 
ASK THE VET 

Dr. Randal Zeman is a veterinary manager at the 
Wisconsin Humane Society. He has been employed with 
WHS for 18 years. 

Can my dog get the 
avian flu? 

Answer: 
Avian influenza is caused 

by different strains of bird flu 
virus. Wild birds often carry 
these viruses in their intestines, 
but usually do not get sick from 
them. There is one type of avian 
influenza that has caused concern 
recently. In Asia and Eastern 
Europe it has been causing 
serious disease in domestic ducks 
and chickens, resulting in high 
mortality rates. It is also more 
virulent in wild birds and has 
caused many deaths. 

This virus has also infected 
humans and caused serious 

illness, which is not typical of 
bird flu. Humans can pick up 
the virus through handling 
infected poultry or contaminated 
surfaces. At this point it is not 
easily transmitted from person 
to person. The concern is that 
the virus could mutate or change 
at some point and become easily 
transmitted between people, 
similar to human influenza 
viruses. An influenza pandemic 
could then result. 

It is uncertain what other 
species could be infected 
with this virus. There have 
been cases of wild cats (tigers, 
leopards) becoming sick with 
avian influenza after eating 
contaminated poultry. It is 
presumed that it could also infect 
domestic cats. At this time, there 
are no reported cases of this 
disease in any wild or domestic 
dogs. 

Luckily the virus has not 
been reported in the United 
States. Hopefully it will be kept 
under control and not enter our 
country. 

Keep Your New Year's Resolution 
to Your Cat 

The Wisconsin Humane Society's Spay Neuter Assistance 
Program (SNAP) is the perfect solution for discriminating 

cats that know the benefits of good preventative care. 
A WHS veterinarian performs the surgery and 

charges a fee based on a sliding scale. 

Cats like Topy encourage you to call (414) 431-6205 to 
determine if you qualify for SNAP. 

Happy New Year 
Dovetail 

Carpentry 
Finish Carpentry 
Custom Built-in's 

Windows & Doors, 
Kitchen & Bathroom, 

Tile & Drywall 

Michael R. Buchollz 
3016 S. 8th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 

414-486-0513 
Free Estimates 

Insured 

Painting 

Special! 

P. GURDA PAINTING 

414440 6505 

[ )r9b5
VETERINARY (ENTER 

ricT
Dr. Nan Boss 

Dr. Lisa Kluslow 
Dr. Kelly Kasum 
Dr. £lisa Horsch 

Formerly Grafton Small Animal Hospital 

Caring People Helping Pets! 
2082 Cheyenne Court, Grafton 

262-375-0130 
www.bestfriendsvet.com 

Puppy & kitten wellness packages V., Socialization classes 

* Special care for senior pets 4r.' Quality dental care 

4:.• Behavior counseling tIto Acupuncture 

Canine rehabilitation and underwater treadmill 

Seiond opinions welcome! • 

* Laser Surgery — gentle, safe & comfortable 

Hours by Appointment 
Emergency Service until lOpm 

a 

BOY! 

To prevent HIV, it's10,000 times safer to use a condom than to 
go unprotected. In the time it takes to unbutton your fly you can 

have a condom unwrapped. Look for the newest Bag Boyz 
trading cards in a bar near you and learn how you can protect 

yourself and others from HIV. To learn more call 1-800-334-AIDS.

ARCVV 
Bring in this ad to WHS and receive 10% off your SNAP fee. 

Expires 2/28/06. THE BAG BOYZ ARE AN HIV PREVENTION PROGRAM OF THE AIDS RESOURCECENTER Of WISCONSIN 
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Massage 
Cinl mai Hour 
< Session 

By Appointment Only 

Milwaukee School 
Of Massage 

263-1180 
830 E. Chambers. Mile 

Gift Certificates Avail. 
Owner Wanda Beads. MSSW NC-n..48 
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Clubstitutes 
For good or ill, one pervasive aspect of 

queer culture is club life. From the days 
of secret bars with no windows and 

minimal markings to neon pink triangles 
in big picture windows with rainbow 
flags fluttering in the breeze, club life still 
bounces along to its own beat. This month 
we look at two zines by some of the club 
kids whose sensibilities rise above the 
complexity-of-car-alarm beats to pound 
out a rhythm all their own. 

Booked Solid 
• MAGAZINES 

• NEWSPAPERS 

• PAPERBACKS 

"Only newsstand in the 
metro Milwaukee area" 

7035 W Greenfield Avenue 
West Allis, WI 53214 414.774.7210 

• Monday - Thursday 9-6 
• Friday 9-8:30 • Saturday 9-4:38 
• Sunday 9-3 

KANO 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

LIMITED 

Randall A. Neff 
A CSW, LCSW 

Clinical Social Worker 

1301 N. Astor 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

(414) 291-9184 

Providing special sensitivity and 
expertise with: 
• gay, lesbian & bisexual clients 
• coming-out issues 
• relationship issues 
• individual & couples therapy 
• male survivors of sexual abuse 

Named as one of Milwaukee's 
Best Psychotherapists 
by Milwaukee Magazine 

Accepting insurance and sliding 
fee payments. Day and evening 
appointments available. All 
services are confidential. 

Not Terribly Keane on Klones 
The cover of Tantrum [Summer Issue, 

1991, 64 pages] has a charcoal drawing by 
Tyler Bob Ingenue Popstitute of a Margaret 
Keane-eyed, buzzed headed, multiple 
pierced, leather jacket clad club clone
crying big ol' tears into his drink. That, 
coupled with the introduction welcoming 
readers to a zine for "ultra-sophisticated, 
semi-misanthropic, post-queer, quasi-
glamourati," sets the tone for a romp 
through the world of early 1990s San 
Francisco club lifeand political activism. 
The SF scene at that time launched what 
would become a strong, enduring antidote 
to vacuous party boys that people often 
think are the only thing going in queer life. 

By bringing together diverse elements, 
with a generous dose of campy clip art 
and retro porn, Tantrum encourages those 
who are on a fight for their "right to be 
groovy." Who knew there was hot hippie 
porn? Long before the current battles over 
same-sex marriage, the artists in Tantrum 
detourned 1950s sterile graphics of same-
sex couples to denounce the "cold and 
bureaucratic" term domestic partners and 
give warning to poets that "nothing rhymes 
with domestic partner." 

Along with anti-capitalist sensibilities 
expressed in an open letter to newly 
liberated former Soviet-bloc countries, 
there's also a four-page spread of photos 
from a 1985 Madonna look-a-like 
contest at a Michigan shopping mall. 
The juxtapositions found in Tantrum 
are nothing short of amazing, probably 
because they happened at random and 
don't appear forced or planned in any way. 

Rock Out with Your Politics Out 
Bride is part of a long line of feminist 

zines which take the power of awesome 
women in punk rock and turn it around 
to make powerful statements about the 
politically and socially screwed up world 
in which we all exist, and More Than A 
Feeling [Summer Issue, 2001, 40 pages] 

ZINES 
Christopher Wilde (cwilde@quserlifenews.com) is a co-
founder of ()ZAP, an artist, Di and Mac tech support spe-
cialist building community in Riverwest. 

breaks it all down. 
Contributor Aldona writes the 

transcendent article of this issue 
examining her inability to confront a guy 
at a Bratmobile show who was wearing 
a T-shirt with a deeply sexist sentiment. 
Delving deeper, she brings together a 
brilliant critique exploring the connections 
between the oppression of women and 
the oppression of animals. Much of this 
zine is in the same vein, finding images 
and attitudes pervasive in pop culture 
and exploring how these attempts to be 
humorous or cheeky can be construed as 
detrimental and disgusting. 

In "I Can't Get No Satisfaction" there 
is a statement ripping open the reality 
of why people who are active enough 
to go out to punk shows, bars or clubs 
aren't terribly political. "A major part of 
the problem is the specific fear of being 
political. Many people associate being 
political with some kind of cartoon image 
of a dirty hippie with a protest sign or 
some other cheesy, uncool caricature." 
It's also a call to challenge assumptions, 
and be mindful about political beliefs and 
activism. In the process, these challenges 
help us create that which doesn't exist — a 
sort of existential filling of a dance floor 
where all of us and our differences feel 
welcomed and safe. 

These and other zines can be found 
online at qzap.org along with information 
on "The Hotties of QZAP" calendar 2006! 

Become a foster 
or adoptive 
parent 

Foster Care 

Its First Choice for Children 
A Program of Lutheran Social Services 
of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc. 

In partnership with the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare. 

(414) 264-KIDS 

Special Needs Adoption 

Children's Service 
Society of Wisconsin" 

A member of Children's Hospital and Health System. 

(414) 475-2220 
Lutheran Social Services and Children's Service Society of Wisconsin do not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race, color, creed, sexual orientation, national origin or handicap. 

Working in partnership with the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare 
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JAKE S 
featuring New York Style 
Hand Sliced Corned Beef & Pathan 
Since 1935 

DIN -IN OR CARRYOUT 
GICT CERTIFICATES MAIIABLE 

1634 W. NORTH AVE., MILWAUKEE 
414-562-1272 

!LAS -FRI. 10-4, AT. 0-

You're Building 
a Life... 

Start Creating 
Your Future 

Call WFA for a complete Financial Observation. 

Retirement Planning Investment Management • Tax Nanning • Estate Plnning 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 
CORPORATION 

INVESTMENT ADVISORS & RETIREMENT SPECIALISTS 

PHONE 

(414) 421-8282 

TOLL FREE 

(800) 932-3883 

START THE SCHOOL YEAR OFF 

THE RI~F~T Y 
ROAD RUNNER 

HIGH SPEED ONLINE ' 

Be prepared for class projects and homework with Road Runner High 
Speed Online. Research your favorite subjects at triple the speed 
of SBC's DSL standard package and up to 100x faster than dial-up. 
Download hi-res photos and streaming video in the bl ink of an eye! 
Get the full Internet experience-- including these FREE features: 

• FREE firewall, spam blocker, anti-spyware, pop-up blacker and antivirus software 

• 24/7 customer service and support by phone, email or live chat 

• 8 Email Accounts, Personal Home Page Space, Instant Messaging, Video Mail, 
Web Mail, and Remote Dial Access 

12 months at $34PER MONTH 
1 -866-2-ENJOY-RR 
www.timewarnercable.com 

ADD HOME PHONE SERVICE WITH UNLIMITED 
LOCAL + LONG DISTANCE CALLING AND SAVE EVEN MORE! 

ONLY $ 7(190 Fneornth
7 
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Furniture so cool 

no one will know 
It's used! 

Sego 
mod 

Over 7,000 square feet of ever-changing inventory 
We buy and sell sofas, tables, hutches, dressers...and much more! 

928 7th Milw 

4144114316 
2004 Readers Choke as voted In Shepherd Express!: 

Riverbridge 
condominiums 
1905-25 N. Water Street 

r 

-. 2 -16. 

«ariTT*V.-

NEW LAND 
NTERPR I S © 

414.276.21'10 

1 BD, 2 BD and 2 + Den 

from $175,000 

« 

Luxury new construction 

River views & RiverWalk access 

Private balconies & patios 

Whirlpool tubs 

Heated parking included 

The Benchmark in 
www.NLEdevelopment.com Luxury New Construction 

The way to finding your own version of 
privacy and relaxation is this 3 bedroom 
easy maintenance ranch on New Berlin 
landscaped half acre lot. Tastefully up-
dated bath offers custom ceramic tile 
and custom lighting. Kitchen features 
granite countertops, maple hardwood 
flooring plus appliances. Extras include 
newer three dimensional roof, finished 
lower level, deck from patio doors, and 
expansive side drive to insulated garage. 

PIN 76148 Priced at $214,900 

14525 W Dakota Street, New Berlin 
Call Sue Miller for Exceptional Experience. 

414-588-2919 Direct 414-423-2450 VM Pager 

www.suemiller.shorewest.corn Shot evvu 
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Oscar and Felix 
How and where did you meet? 

Monica: I answered an ad in the 
Shepherd newspaper. We decided to 
meet at the Hi-Fi Café for coffee. The 
minute she walked in the door, I felt a 
connection. We spent the rest of the 
evening together and when we parted 
for the night, I knew I had found my 
true love. 

Kathy: It was a dark and stormy night, 
as the fog lifted, I saw her. Then something 
hit me and I fell... It was love! 
What is the biggest difference between 
you and your partner? 

Monica: I am Oscar and she is Felix! She 
is an excellent cook and I make a fabulous 
reservation. She is organized and on time 
with everything and I take procrastination to 
a new level. 

Kathy: I am anal retentive about 
everything! I like order, knowing where 
something is when I need it, which is now 
impossible when you add two kids into the 
mix. The irony of this is that the 7-year-old 
is a mini-Oscar and the 4-year-old is a mini-
Felix. Monica tries to organize, but her idea 
of organization is moving the clutter to a new 
location in the house. 
What is the happiest time you had 
together? 

Monica: We have had many happy times 
together, so it is difficult to pick just one. 
The weekend after we first met, we drove to 
Madison for the day. It was a memorable day 
because the weather was perfect and we had 
a terrific time exploring Madison. We also 
have had many happy moments in both Door 

COUPLE 

Kathy Mesa, CEO of Positive Image Promotions, and 
Monica Moe, a high school special education teacher 
at MPS, have been together for 10 years and own a 
home in Bay View They have three dogs, two Golden 
Retrievers and a tri-colored Collie, and three cats. They 
are in the process of adopting two beautiful girls. 

County and Key West. 
Kathy: The happiest time for me is 

everyday waking up next to the love of 
my life. The first time we met and had a 
wonderful evening; it seems to me that even 
today, when there are situations that are not 
always happy, we still can make the best of 
any situation and find something to laugh 
about. 
What are your hopes for this 
relationship? 

Monica: Kathy is my lifelong partner. 
My hope is that we will continue to roll over 
each morning, look into the eyes of the other, 
and know that we still fall in love each day. 

Kathy: At the end of my day, as I leave 
my office, I still am excited about going home 
and seeing Monica's smile and the sparkle 
in her blue eyes when I get home. I hope this 
magic lasts forever. 

C3 DR6i n6 
'ward Winning Custom JRwrzIrg DR6ign 

(414,) 764-3892 
862819 MarkOplam Oak CrR,a, WI 53154,

affordable graphic design specializing in LGBT community expert DTP software instruction 

Lesbian Alliance 
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DiverseaResiiient 
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es 
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www.mmkdesign.com 

414.688.9635 
2821 N 4th Street #532 
Mi lwaukee, WI 53212 

.00 

Red Tail 
Restoration 
Group 

Old World Craftsmanship 
MEETS NEW AGE TECHNOLOGLY 

414-607-1180 
www.redtailrestoration.com 

Live in a True Work of Art! 

rr 

For Sale by Owner - Bayside 
Designed by renowned architect John 

Randal McDonald featured on the 
`Wright & Like' Tour of Homes. 

Solid Mahogany wood, Lannon stone and 
glass exude exquisite taste & beauty 
thru-out this 3 BR, 1.5 BA home. 
Spacious sunny LR w/ 13' ceiling, clear-
story windows, HUGE Lannon stone fire-
place, built-in mahagany sofa w/ uphol-
stered cushions. Lovely Japanese Indoor 
Garden. Spacious side patio, perfect for 
entertaining! 

This gorgeous home is set on a fully 
landscaped 1/2 acre (approx.) wooded lot 

Asking price under $400,000. 
Will consider offers. 

Call for Appointment levee' 1-lime 
414-352-0449 
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Tony Kushner's 

ANGELS IN 
AMERICA 

Millennium 
Approaches 

8:00 p.m. January 27, 28; 
February 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18 

Milwaukee Gay Arts Center 
703 South 2nd Street 

mited Seating 
$17.50 

To Reserve 
Tickets 24/7, 
Call: 
(800) 595-4849 

Visit Us On The Web 
www.uncommontheatre.net 
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Who Were You When 
Kennedy Was Shot? 

I
n late November 1963, I was a 
college freshman at Wisconsin State 
University at Eau Claire. There was 

a guy down the hall who admitted to 
everyone that he was a homosexual. 
Most of the guys in the dorm were 
from small farm towns in northern 
Wisconsin so they didn't even know 
what that meant. I knew what it meant, 
but I didn't refer to myself as one even 
though I was pretty sure that's what I 
was. One warm night in late October I 
managed to steal away into the woods 
with "Rick," but day to day I steered 
clear of him as often as possible. If he's 
reading this now and recognizes the 
event, I'm sorry for not being a better 
friend at the time. It was just too scary. 

Gay, back then, for most 
people, still meant what it says 
in the dictionary — cheerful and 
lighthearted, or merry. "Out gay" 
was a phrase that did not exist at all. 
"Homosexual" was a term spoken in 
a whisper and almost never in mixed 
company. It was most certainly never 
said out loud in a family situation, a 
church or even in a classroom setting, 
except maybe in Psych 101 by some 
brash young pup of a professor who 
wanted to titillate the students. 

For the next six years things 
didn't change much. There weren't 
very many gay bars and finding them 
meant having to have the courage to 
walk up to someone you suspected 
was "homosexual," try to start a 
conversation and hopefully bring it 
around to talking about what you 
might have in common. One would 
find these people in public bathrooms, 
at the library, or in parks. Sometimes 
it would be eye contact or recognizing 
a certain mannerism in each other that 
would cause you to be brave enough 
to speak. If you were a man in the late 
1940s and early 1950s you might wear 
a red tie to let others know of your 
secret identity. (I wonder if George 
Bush knows about that?) There was a 
certain color that you might wear on 
a certain day that would set you off as 
being a "homo," but most of us who 
suspected that in ourselves certainly 
didn't advertise by adhering to that 
code. 

We didn't have gay bookstores. 
Hell, we didn't have gay books. In late 
1963 "Tropic of Cancer," by Henry 
Miller, a book about heterosexuals 
with lots of "dirty" stuff in it, was still 
banned in the United States. If there 

AIDS Network Presents... 

0 D. 

This is NOT your grandmother's bingo; 
Dust off your overalls and put on your Daisy Dukes for 

SU RAW Mt) 
Sunday, January 29 (doors open at 1 p.m.) 
Admission: $15 per person (a fund-raiser AIDS Network) 

Price of admission includes 7 games of Bingo (6 cards each game), 
prizes, entertainment and fun with your hostess, GiGi Monroe. No 
straight line wins but everyone 21 years of age or older is welcome. 
wwwanadcampbingo.com 

i 

was an article in a magazine, it was not 
about homosexuality as a lifestyle but 
rather an exposé about the underworld 
of people who were living an unnatural 
existence. There were no dances or 
dance bars. Bars in Milwaukee were 
able to get a one-night cabaret license 
seven times a year, but you could 
always count on that being a night that 
the police would make a raid. On other 
nights in the bars there was always the 
possibility that a bunch of straight guys 
would come in the place to "beat up a 
few faggots" or they would be waiting 
outside on the street with the same 
intention. 

In the early 1960s you didn't 
want to be who you really were if you 
thought you were gay. Most of us led 
two lives. By day we were trying to pull 
off a straight existence and at night we 
strove to let our true selves come alive. 
Most of us had a friend of the opposite 
sex who was understanding and filled 
in as the expected date at weddings or 
office parties, but most of the time they 
believed that someday we would go 
straight and fall right into their loving 
arms. 

Now things are much different. 
There are still things that we don't 

SENIORS 

Bill Serpe (bserpeequeerlife news.com) is the executive 
director of Milwaukee's Senior Action in a Goy Environment. 

have, like gay marriage, but when 
you think back 40 years, who would 
have ever believed that someday it 
would even be a national topic of 
conversation? 

Those of us who were around 
in the late '60s took a deep breath 
when we heard about the Christopher 
Street riots. We weren't sure if we 
were taking a step forward, or putting 
ourselves into harm's way. But we 
did step forward, and we continue to 
move ahead toward building an honest 
recognition for ourselves. We still have 
a lot of hard work to do, and because 
of our very nature we will get that work 
done. We've come a long way since the 
day Kennedy was shot, and we should 
all be very proud of who we are, what 
we are, and where we are going. 

R I V E R W 

Tue. 3, 17, 31 
Matt Hendricks Experience 
Blues Jam 

Fri. 6 
Aaron Spransy & Friends 

Sot. 7 
Jefferson County 
Bluegrass, 9 pm, $10 

Wed. 11, 25 
Mid-weak Mountain Music 
Bluegrass Jam 

T 

901 E. CLARK! 
414.431.1932 

SREMENCAFE.COPA 
AtlYSPACE:COPAISRENIENCAFE 

Fri. 13 *Sat. 21 
Tracy Jane Comer & Randy Green Christopher Dolman 
w/ Erin O'Brien w/COleman Lindberg 

Sat. 14 
Jonathan Deishanty & Chris Wrier 

Sun. 15 
Mattox, Spencer & Price 
8 pm, 1.5 

Fri. 20 
Patsy O'Brien & Mora Levi 

Even/ Mon 6 Thur. 

Open Mic 
(Shepherd Expretr, 
Best 312005 Winner) 

SIN Bluesday Tuesdays 
(Service rid-Wry Night) 

Hot food & drink specials 
No cover. 8 pm - close 

Every Son 

Strange Sounds 
Experimental Music 

No cove, 

Tue. 24 
The Colonel a Bryan Nebel 
Blues Jam 

Fri. 27 
Mike Keane B-day Bash 
w/Emily White 

Sat. 28 
Lonnie rrirefir 

RENTERS-
Were you unhappy with this year's tax return? 

HOMEOWNERSHIP CAN CHANGE THAT! 

l it J i l l ' 

Call today to find out how you can own your 
own home and get a better refund in 2005! 

Derek Zwart, 
Mortgage Loan Consultant 

Specializing in 100% Financing 
for First Time Buyers 

11114ILLOOMIT 
701A East Washington Ave., Madison Call 866-492-5075 today! 
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Painting 
Plaster Repair 
Drywall 
Wood Stripping & ReMishing 
Finish Carpentry 
Ceramic Tiling 
Minor Electric 
Minor Plumbing 
Senior Discount 

Call us first to bid 
your next home 
improvement 

project! 
414-344-0262 

0 
METRO 

,„„LWAL,KEE. 
UNIFYING AND ORGANIZING 

THE MILWAUKEE-AREA LESBIAN
COMMUNITY 

WWW.LESBIANALLIANCE.ORG 

UEER 

Ar4"

pRoJEcT 

Contact: Project Q 
315 West Court Street, Milwaukee, WI 53212 
Located on bus routes 19, 57 - 
short walk from 15, 14 and Trolleys. 

414.223.3220 

www.ProjectQ.org 
Wisconsin's ONLY "By & For" Youth 
Drop-In Center for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, questioning youth and their 
straight allies ages 24 & Under. 

Project Q offers fun social events, Drop-In 
activities, advocacy training, support 
groups, field trips, tutoring/academic skills, 
Book Club, HIV prevention education, peer 
support, computer resource center, and a 
safe welcoming environment for LGBTQ 
youth and their allies. 

V • 

Project Q 
is the 
Youth 
Program 
of the 
Milwaukee 
LGBT 
Community 
Center. 

Timeless Tiles 
In this self-indulgent age, we Americans 

are spending thousands of dollars on 
the latest tiles for the floors and walls 

of our hallways, kitchens and bathrooms. 
Tiles are as popular and varied as they 
have ever been. Fabulous, fresh and new. 
You think? Not necessarily so. Everything 
old is new again. 

Enameled bricks from the ninth to 
the sixth centuries B.C. have been found 
in Assyrian ruins. Greek and Roman 
excavations have revealed mosaics from 
before Christ was born. 

On a recent trip to Sicily I was 
fascinated and enchanted by a visit to 
Villa Casale, an opulent Roman villa that 
was most likely built in the first century 
A.D. In the 62 rooms, 42 multicolored 
floorings form a delightful pictorial 
mosaic telling much about the owners, 
their lives and religious beliefs. 

The technique of mosaic consists 
of the creation of images by means of 
tesserae — small chips of multicolored 
marble and various colored glass 

zsz's 

measuring about one-fourth inch square. 
In addition to the tesserae, small chips of 
colored limestone and pieces of marble, 
onyx, enamel and clay were used at the 
villa to create an overall impression of a 
complexly woven tapestry or rug. 

Another Sicilian stop was the 
Cathedral of Monreale. The cathedral 

-and its cloister were 
built by the Normans 
starting in the llth 
century. The mosaics 
in the cathedral are 
both magnificent 
and awe inspiring. 
Their subject matter 
is biblical, but 
their design reveals 
Byzantine, Arabic, 
Scandinavian and 
French influences. 

The many 
national and ethnic 
influences of the early mosaics on the 
Sicilians exist today in contemporary 
ceramics and tile making. Everywhere 
we went on the island we saw local terra 
cotta, hand-painted and glazed tiles 
— in use and for purchase. Italian tile is 
readily available in this country too, but 
it's much more fun to buy it in Italy. It is 
not, however, any cheaper, especially if 
you ship it to the United States. 

My continuing fascination with the 
mosaics and tiles of Sicily came home 

1 , 1 °e,—

DECORATING 
Mary Stearns (mstearns@queerlifenews.com) is the 
owner of Orientations, LTD., which she co-founded in 
1977. Originally, the business imported Korean chests and 
other Asian antiquities. Orientations now offers a full 
range of interior design services. Stearns is an allied 
member of the American Society of Interior Designers. 

with me and led me to Murray Hill 
Pottery Works at 2458 N. Murray Ave. on 
Milwaukee's East Side. Murray Hill (414-
332-8828) is an absolutely wonderful 
place; it has a gallery in front exhibiting 
many local ceramicists and pottery 
artists and a classroom in the rear for 
pottery-making lessons. 

Geralyn Flick, the owner, put me 
in touch with a tile artist located in 
Riverwest. Heather Eiden started out 
as photography major at the University 
of Wisconsin—Milwaukee but became 
interested in clay sculpture when she 
took a course with Adolph Rosenblatt. 

Heather sees clay as a permanent 
design surface. She became interested in 
tiles after traveling in Mexico and seeing 
them as an everyday part of architecture. 
She studied woodcarving in Bali, and in 
Spain she researched Antonio Gaudi, 
learning to incorporate mosaics into 
architecture. 

Some of Heather's tiles have a 
wonderful sense of whimsy, others evoke 
a warm feeling of nostalgia; all of them 
show a nice balance of color, texture and 
design. 

Heather's tiles of steaming cups of 
coffee hang on the north wall of Alterra 
at the Lake. Her artistry is also part of a 
permanent installation at the Walker's 
Point Center for the Arts. 

Heather's tiles are for sale at Murray 
Hill, where you can see a basketful of 
them shaped into small dishes -- perfect 
for sushi sauces or errant teabags, and 
also at the Art and Soul Gallery on Vliet 
Street in Wauwatosa, affordably priced 
from $5 to $50. 

Heather welcomes custom design 
through her aptly named Blacksplash 
Tile Design. She may be reached through 
Murray Hill or at eidensplash@aol.com. 

Everything old is new again. 
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"StatScript doesn't update its pharmacy decor 
to match the seasons. But their name is 
changing to keep up with the times." 

You've known us as StatScript. Soon we'll 
a 

be BioScrip. The new name for all your 

prescription needs. Everything you expect 

at StatScript will continue at BioScrip. 

Same location. Same people. Same commitment to personalized 

pharmaceutical care. From managing chronic conditions to filling 

any prescription, the new name to know is BioScrip Pharmacy. 

STATSCRIPT bio PHARMACY scrip 
Look for us under our new name: BioScrip Pharmacy 

826 N. Plankinton Avenue, #100, Milwaukee, WI 53203 
(414) 278-7828 
Toll free: 1-866-746-3799 

KNOW 
the. 

POWER 
op' 

Milwaukee Public Schools 

ucceed. Inspire. Learn. 

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 2006. CALL (414) 475-8448 OR VISIT 5225 W. VLIET ST. 

Think. Enroll. 
Register for Fall 2006 from 

Jan. 9-27. Call today! 
(414) 475-8448 
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"Navig ding Your Way 
to rr 

Charter Funding 
5007 South Howell, 

Suite 320 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

414-483-1280 
Fax: 414-483-1314 

ariety of 

Loan Programs! 
A / VA 
nventional (Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac) 
bo Loans 
cial Down Payment Programs 
me Equity Loans 
Down Payment Programs 
Income Verification Programs 

financing/Debt Consolidation 
t Available Rates! 

promising Service! 

nstant Communication 
al Office or Direct to You 
Welcome You to our Family 

Hour Approvals 
Min Pre-Approvals 

Katherine Pentilla 
katherine.pentilla@charterfunding.com 

Call Today for Pre Approval on 
Your Next Home Loan 
262-206-5620 - Mary 

262-210-1262 Katherine 
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Queer Job News 
O ne job filled, and another opening 

announced in Madison. 
Action Wisconsin, in conjunction 

with Milwaukee's Center Advocates, 
has announced that Mike Tate will run 
the campaign to defeat the proposed 
amendment to prohibit civil unions, 
domestic partnerships and marriage 
for same-sex couples in Wisconsin. 

Tate has extensive experience 
running campaigns in Wisconsin. 
He was deputy director of America 
Coming Together in 2004. Before 
working with America Coming 
Together, Mike was Wisconsin 
State director for Howard Dean's 
presidential campaign. In 2002, he 
served as state field director for the 
gubernatorial campaign of Dane 
County Executive Kathleen Falk, and 
he got his start as a regional political 
organizer for AFSCME. 

Tate sees the amendment to 
prohibit civil unions, domestic 
partnerships and marriage as the civil 
rights issue of our time, comparing 
it to the American Revolution and 
the fight against racial segregation in 
the 1960s. It's time for every queer in 
Wisconsin to step up and help Mike in 
this battle. 

Tate points out that in Wisconsin, 
unlike in every other state that has 
faced a constitutional amendment to 
prohibit civil unions and marriage, 
we have nearly a year to organize. 
But we still have to use that year 
effectively. Volunteer for the campaign 
by contacting Action Wisconsin at 
www.actionwisconsin.org or Center 
Advocates at www.centeradvocates. 
org. 

The State Capitol was the place to 
be on Nov. 29, as opponents of the ban 
on civil unions, domestic partnerships 
and marriage outnumbered supporters 
and kept the Senate committee hearing 
the proposal busy all day. 

You can send your thanks all at 
once to all of the Democratic senators 
who voted against the amendment by 
visiting this link: http://eqfed.org/ 
campaign/senatel4. 

In other queer employment news, 
OutReach is hiring a new executive 
director. The position description 
and application requirements will 
be available on the OutReach Web 
site, www.outreachinc.org, soon. 
They're looking for someone who has 
substantial ability to administer the 
agency on a daily basis, with significant 
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Bill Turner is president of the OutReach board of directors 
in Madison. 

emphasis on fundraising. Review of 
applications will begin in mid January. 
The position is open until filled. 

OutReach's program coordinator, 
Harry Straetz, and I, in my capacity as 
OutReach board president, recently 
went all the way out to Mount Horeb, 
in the western half of Dane County, to 
talk to a class at Mount Horeb High 
School. We went at the invitation of 
a student there who organizes the 
school's gay/straight alliance. 

We had a great time talking to a 
great group of students. The best news 
is what today's high school students 
think about LGBT civil rights issues. 
Everyone in the class knew or was 
related to an LGBT person. The only 
problem was that they all agree in 
supporting same-sex marriage and 
other LGBT civil rights, so it was a bit 
hard to get the discussion going. 
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Helping Our 
Community, Just 
Being Ourselves 

Ihave always been blessed with a number 
of LGBT mentors and role models. Even 
before I was aware of sexuality or sexual 

orientation, I was positively influenced by 
the kindness and generosity of educators 
and leaders who happened to be LGBT. 
Through church and through Southeast 
Wisconsin's progressive community, I have 
been able to get to know and be inspired by 
numerous caring, committed, professional 
and talented LGBT folks. 

At first, this doesn't seem particularly 
earth-shattering. This is particularly true for 
those of us who are out, or close to someone 
who is out. We all know and come to take 
for granted that role models come in every 
variety. 

However, for many who are questioning 
or struggling with their sexuality, which 
includes but is far from limited to youth, the 
positive impact a respectable gay neighbor, 
community member, educator or leader can 
have is tremendous. 

Yes, information and communications 
technology have made it easier for people 
of all ages and localities to connect with the 
LGBT community. But technology creates 
a sense of disconnect that can make a 
thriving, dynamic LGBT community seem 
like a distant abstraction. 

Yes, high school gay/straight alliances 
and similar organizations at post-secondary 
institutions are spreading like wildfire. 

But the mission of such organizations is 
often limited to creation of the tolerant 
conditions needed for LGBT students to be 
educated safely. 

Yes, there are more images of LGBT 
characters on network television than 
there were, say, 10 years ago. But in no way 
do these images constitute an accurate, 
full representation of the diversity of the 
LGBT culture, or convey the humanity and 
dimension of gay people and relationships. 

None of these developments can fully 
communicate or foster an understanding 
of the meaning of sexual orientation 
and identity. Even our allies — though it 
would never be my intention to downplay 
the compassion and support of our allies 
— cannot offer quite the same perspective. 
LGBT mentors and leaders are uniquely 
positioned to convey the profound 
normalcy of homosexuality and homosexual 
people, both to those who struggle with 
their own sexual orientations and to the 
wider community. 

This demands of us nothing more (and 
nothing less) than that we be ourselves, that 
we let our goodness (and yes, ordinariness) 
shine through. 

Nothing has the power to positively 
change hearts and minds or inspire others 
to come out of the closet like the courage 
of ordinary LGBT people, proudly and 
publicly living their ordinary LGBT lives. 

YOUTH 
David Seitz (davidkseitz@yahoo.com) is a senior 
at Wauwatosa East High School. He is opinions 
editor of the nationally recognized East High 
School Cardinal News and an active member of 
Amnesty International and Unitarian Universalist 
Church West in Brookfield. Questions and 
comments are welcome. 

It's our most powerful tool in fighting the 
constitutional ban on marriage equality and 
civil unions. It's also integral to making life 
better for LGBT youth. 

On "Yes I Am," the first album she 
released after coming out, Melissa Etheridge 
wrote a song called "Silent Legacy" about 
the struggles she faced growing up as 
a lesbian. In the final verse, she urges: 
"Mothers tell your children / Be quick you 
must be strong / Life is full of wonder / 
Love is never wrong / Remember how they 
taught you / How much of it was fear / 
Refuse to hand it down / The legacy stops 
here." 

It is our responsibility to create a new 
legacy for ensuing generations of LGBT 
people, a legacy of safety, confidence and 
freedom. 

How? 
Just be yourself. 
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• Antler 
• Rane Arroyo 
• Ellen Bass 
• Louise A. Blum 
• Elizabeth Bradfield 
• Qwo-Li Driskill 

• Beatrix Gates 
• Timothy Liu 
• Jennifer Perrine 
• D.A. Powell 
• Anis Shivani 
• Terry Wolverton 

Available at Broad Vocabulary, Schwartz Bookshop, People's Books, and Woodland Pattern. 
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Cream City Review has reinvented itself again and again, distilling the cultural pulse of 
American literary' lit, concocting for us a most wicked Midwestern. brew. — Timothy Liu 
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Fighting with joy 
R

epublicans in the State Legislature 
are moving ahead with the 
hateful anti-same-sex-marriage 

amendment. In December the State 
Senate passed the proposed amendment 
with a party-line vote. The Assembly is 
expected to vote soon. 

While we need to respond to this 
amendment politically, supporting the 
work of the No on the Amendment 
Coalition and educating our friends 
and neighbors, we also need to respond 
spiritually. 

Last month the clergy caucus of 
the No on the Amendment Coalition in 
Milwaukee gathered to go Christmas 
caroling at the homes of Rep. David 
Cullen and Rep. Peggy Krusick. David 
and his family came outside to listen to 
us carol. His family clearly enjoyed the 
singing regardless of the views of the 
singers. Peggy Krusick was not home and 
her husband shut the door on us. Despite 
the inhospitality we sang on. 

One of the lead organizers of our 
caroling was the Rev. Jamie Washam, 
pastor of Underwood Memorial 
American Baptist Church in Wauwatosa 
(414-258-4246). Caroling may seem like 
an odd way to lobby a legislator, but 
Jamie was clear about its importance. 

Joy can be a weapon whose effect 
is transformative according to Jamie. 
We can see that our political situation is 
serious and that the amendment poses a 

real and intimidating threat to the queer 
community in Wisconsin. Joy does not 
deny any of this. Instead it is a form of 
resistance. Jamie notes, "You can smack 
me down but you can't take away my 
joy.'' 

Jamie led folks in caroling, and leads 
her congregation to base themselves 
on joy, because it is important that 
we not get overwhelmed by despair. 
"Despair can be seductive and tempting," 
Jamie says, "but joy is greater. When 
we respond to people with joy we are 
refusing to be crushed and defined by 
their hatred." 

There is a similar sentiment in 
scripture, where Paul once said, "When 
you show kindness to those who hate 
you it is like dumping burning coals on 
their heads." I certainly feel like dumping 
coals on the heads of those who support 
the amendment. I found that as I sang 
with Jamie and the other carolers I was 
filled with a joyous spirit. It was a joy 
that transformed my despair over this 
amendment and maybe even opened the 
heart of Reps. Cullen and Krusick a bit. 

Jamie finds it central to base our 
advocacy in joy. As she says, "People 
don't remember what you say but how 
you say it." Many people are finding a 
welcoming community at Underwood 
Memorial, where Jamie not only says 
that queer folks are welcome but actively 
lives out an inclusive vision of church. 

ES 
GO D 
LOV
YOU 

RELIGION 
Rev. Andrew Warner (awarner@queerlifenews.com) is a 
pastor at Plymouth Church BCC on the East Side. He lives 
with his partner Jay and their two children in Whitefish 
Bay. Your questions about LGBT spirituality are welcome. 

"Sometimes people get hung up on the 
fact that we're Baptist." People often 
forget that while the Baptist tradition 
includes many social conservatives it also 
counts many social justice advocates, like 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Jamie herself became supportive of 
the queer community because of friends 
and good teachers who challenged 
the status quo gospel she had learned 
as a child in Texas. She became aware 
of the ostracism many queer people 
felt from the church and the pain too 
many pastors had caused. She decided 
that "either I was taught wrong about 
gay people or God was smaller than I 
thought. God is not small." 

Jamie preaches the truth about a 
God who is larger than all our limited 
understandings and shares a joy that 
overwhelms our despair. This is how 
we can spiritually deal with the pain of 
the amendment — testify to the greater 
vision of God and share your joy. 
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We've Come a 
Long Way, Baby! 

L
ately, I've thought a great deal about a 
woman I met almost 20 years ago. We 
both sat in the front row of a required 

undergraduate humanities course — two 
introverted students who dutifully showed 
up for every class and didn't interact with 
anyone else. 

I was immediately attracted to 
Roxanne — not a romantic attraction, but 
one of intrigue, compassion and similarity. 

After class one day, I approached 
her and we quickly became close friends, 
shaping each other's lives in ways that we 
would only understand years later. 

She was a returning social work 
student — tall and shy with the most 
beautiful, long, curly salt-and-pepper hair. 
She wore skirts and dresses nearly every 
day, and her face was always made up_in a 

professional, conservative style. 
Even though it was politically incorrect 

to assume she was trans based on her 
appearance, I "knew" — the thickness or 
her wrists, her Adam's apple, the dense 
patch of dots on her face where she shaved 
off stubble several times each day before 
reapplying foundation makeup. 

Roxanne was probably the first 
transgender person I formed an in-person 
friendship with. I was drawn to her, in part, 
because she was transgender. 

We would sit in her dorm room — a 
40-plus year old, pre-op, MTF living in the 
dorms and a 20-something questioning-boi 
— for hours. She would talk and sob for 
hours on end about her struggles to pass 
and how painful each day was. Her mascara 
would stream down her face, creating an 
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almost tribal appearance. 
During our friendship, we only had 

each other and a few others in our friends/ 
partner circle. The world was quite a 
different place then: 

Gemini Gender Group and FORGE did 
not exist. Being trans meant transitioning 
from one binary gender to another 
(or being a crossdresser, which was 
often looked down upon with disdain). 
Literature on transgenderism was highly 
medicalized or focused on pathology. Most 
queer organizations and services were 
lesbian and gay, not LGB let alone LGBT. 
There were no drag king troupes. No out 
trans person had been tenured at any 
university. 

The world is different now. There is a 
transgender movement — and every one 
of us who is or who knows a trans person, 
is part of it. 

We are creating our history with every 
small action we take — most often starting 
with some form of human connection. 

So many options are available to us in 
2006. There is no longer a one-size-fits-all 
gender model that we must adhere to. 

The Internet has made it possible for 
anyone to find nearly anything they seek. 
Each year there are many transgender-
focused conferences in cities around the 
country. Nearly all queer organizations 
have added "T" to their names (and 
many of them have done the work to 

TRANSGENDER 
Michael Munson (mmunson@queerlifenews.com) is an 
emotionally intense, tronsgressively gendered, passionate 
social agitator who strives for inclusion and harmony by 
focusing on our human similarities and strengths. He is 
lovingly committed to his partner and their 10 year old son. 

actually make their group trans-inclusive). 
College professors across the country are 
teaching classes on gender — including 
two transgender allies in Milwaukee. 
Some therapists, surgeons and physicians 
work exclusively with transgender clients. 
Parents are recognizing gender diversity 
in their small children and are supporting 
free expression, including advocating at 
grade schools! 

What continues to be true today is that 
people are still human and have human 
needs for connection, love, understanding 
and support. 

We got here one person at a time. 
One compassionate person, reaching out 
to another and listening long enough to 
expand hir consciousness. We created 
the resources that are now available to 
us. We've changed the world from a place 
that is isolated for transgender people and 
SOFFAs to a world where there are limitless 
support options. 
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Got Roots? 
Istumbled upon what I thought was 

only a swanky restaurant the other 
night and had quite possibly the most 

fun I have had in a long while. Roots 
restaurant and its amazing downstairs 
restaurant and bar, the Roots Cellar, 
astounded me with their aesthetic charm, 
musical genius and astonishing cookery. 
This awesome addition to the wonderful 
Brewer's Hill community has taken the 
city by storm and has been all the rage 
since it opened. 

Many themed nights in the cellar 
bar and restaurant, and excellent 
service, menu and drinks in the main
upstairs restaurant, make Roots one of 
Milwaukee's premier destinations for 
anyone looking for a great time and 
terrific food. The bottom line is that you 
must try this wonderfully organic dining 
experience. 

Owners Rebecca Goldberger, Joe 
Schmidt (organic farmer) and John 
Raymond (executive chef) have created, 
in my opinion, the perfect place to hang 
out with friends, have a fine dining 
experience or even throw a party. The 
owners of Roots have a greenhouse and 
nine acres of organic property where they 
specialize in growing unique produce, 
edible flowers and hard-to-find herbs. 

Using these products, Roots has 
concocted a fabulous menu consisting 
of "American regional cookery with 
contemporary world fusion cuisine," 

highlighting their wonderful organics 
and fresh seafood. 

The dinner menu, a little on the 
pricey side, consists of many seafood 
dishes, delectable appetizers and 
salads — some of which you will not 
see anywhere else. The lunch and cellar 
restaurant menus have a more laid back 
feel. And may I highlight the amazing 
build-your-own burgers, both meat 
or veggie? Roots also has a wonderful 
brunch with all the usual concoctions 
and wonderful champagne. 

Roots serves lunch from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Monday through Friday. Dinner is 
served upstairs from 5 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and 5 to 10 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. The upstairs dining 
room is closed Sundays. They serve in 
the more casual Cellar from 5 to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 5 p.m. to 
midnight Friday and Saturday, and 5 to 
9 p.m. on Sundays. Last but not least, 
Sunday brunch is served from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

The Roots Cellar has wonderful 
theme nights. Wednesday is Reggae 
night, featuring an amazing series of 
Reggae artists and DJs. It's the best night 
in Milwaukee. With $3 tap beers and $5 
for a Red Stripe, an amazing Jamaican 
beer, and a shot of Appleton Estate rum, 
Wednesdays are frequented by all walks 
of life and the dancing doesn't stop until 
the lights turn on. 
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CLUBBING 
Christopher Schmidt frequents many area clubs. He is 
always on the lookout for the newest hotspots. 

Roots Cellar offers Broke Ass 
Thursdays. If you are on a budget 
definitely stop by on a Thursday. With 
$1.50 canned beers, you can't go wrong. 
Get Leied Fridays are fun too. Featuring 
a wide array of tiki drinks adorned with 
umbrellas and all, you are guaranteed to 
have a blast and maybe even get leied. 

Go to Roots and try out the Cellar, 
you can't go wrong either way. It truly is 
a remarkable establishment with a lot to 
offer its patrons. 
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The Scoop on Coffee 

C
offee is not just for breakfast 
anymore! You can find people 
drinking "the joe" anytime of the 

night or day. Like wine, coffee now has 
many connoisseurs and aficionados. 
Lucky for the, my brother Randy 
happens to be one of those experts. 

Randy and his wife, Tammi, own two 
coffee shops — the Cedarburg Coffee 
Roastery on the main drag in Cedarburg 
and in the newly opened Milwaukee 
Public Market. Randy has been so kind 
as to share some of his knowledge with 
us. 

First, it is important to understand 
what influences a cup of brewed coffee. 
It should be made using freshly roasted 
coffee beans to get the most desirable 
flavors into the cup. Once coffee is 
roasted, the oxidation process begins, 
and moisture and flavor are lost as time 
goes by. It is like wine in that once you 
uncork the bottle, it is best to drink it as 
soon as possible before it goes stale. With 
wine you only have hours, with coffee, 
a week to 10 days. Storing the coffee in 
an airtight container and in whole bean 
form helps slow down the oxidation 
process. Storing in the refrigerator or 
freezer does not help, since there is still 
oxygen in your refrigerator or freezer, 
which is the element that causes coffee to 
go stale. The best way to enjoy the fullest 

flavors of your coffee is to look for the 
date the bean was roasted, buy in small 
quantities, use it as soon as possible, 
then go back and get more fresh roasted 
coffee. 

Coffee flavors are influenced by 
the geographic region in which they 
are grown and by the roasting process. 
A Central American coffee, such as 
Guatemalan, may naturally have nut-
like and buttery flavors, whereas an 
African coffee, such as Kenyan, may have 
a dry, berry-toned acidity. These are 
distinctions that are best observed in a 
light roast. Why a light roast? Think in 
terms of toast. If you toast bread lightly 
in your toaster, it still tastes much like 
the original bread before you put it in the 
toaster. If you burn it slightly, the bread 
takes on a more charred, pungent flavor 
that tastes less like the original bread 
but is desirable to many people for its 
bittersweet taste profile. 

You can tell how a coffee is roasted 
by looking at the bean. A light or 
medium roasted bean will be milk-
chocolate in color and have a dry surface. 
A dark roast will be a dark chocolate 
color and have glints of oil on the surface 
or be completely glossy with oil. The 
light roast will taste brighter, or more 
acidic, and will carry more of the original 
flavor notes such as berry or nut. A dark 

COOKING 

Steve Ahl (sahl@queerlifenews.com) resides in the Third Word. 
He is employed as a chemist for a company located in the 
Milwaukee area. 

roast will be much less acidic, which 
people perceive as mellow, and will take 
on a cocoa-like bittersweetness which is 
gained from the toasting of the starches 
and the caramelizing of the sugars within 
the bean. If you like cream or milk in 
your coffee, go with the dark roast, which 
will cut though the cream and still give 
you a strong coffee taste. The more acidic 
light roast flavor will get washed out 
when cream is added. 

When brewing coffee, how much 
should you use? Your taste is the best 
guideline, but most people use too little 
coffee for the amount of water when 
brewing. You can always thin it slightly 
with some hot water, but you cannot 
thicken it up once it is brewed! 

11604Ailtiok 
They will be on sale all through January at 10% off. 

Books • Gifts • Coffee 
tango 
make 

three 

FIFO YRIfi 

1. "And Tango Makes Three" 
by Justin Richardson & Peter 

Parnell with illustrations by Henry Cole 
2. "The Brothers Bishop" 

by Bart Yates 
3. "Locker Room Nudes" 

by Francois Rousseau 
4. "Son of a Witch" 

by Gregory Maguire 
5. "Dinah!: Three Decades of Sex, 

Golf & Rock 'n Roll" 
by Michele Kort 

6. "Lesbian Pulp Fiction" • 
edited by Katherine Forrest 

7. "Secrets of a Gay Marine Porn Star" 
by Rich Meritt 

8. "When I Knew" 
by Robert Trachtenberg 

9. "Terror of the High Seas" 
by Melissa Good Or Order Online Anytime at:

10. "Beyond the Down Low" 
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New Year's 

Resolutions: 

A 

1. Sign up for the Outwords 
GayCard, our special 

Customer Rewards program. 
2. Join a reading group: 

Next meetings: 
Monday, Jan. 9th 7:30 pm 

Outwords Book Club 

Discusses Chris Hunt's Duval's Gold 

Tuesday, Jan. 10th 7:00 pm 
Lesbian Reading Group 

Discusses Turning Tides by A. K. 
Naten 

2710 N Murray Avenue 
• Milwaukee • 414.963.9089 

by Keith Boykin viww.outwordsbooks.com 
Winter Hours: Monday a Tuesday 11:00 am to 7:00 pm; Wednesday to Saturday 11:00 am to 9:00pm; Sunday 11:00am to 6:00pm 
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Arts 

OUT NOW 

Scenes of "The Bay:' Nine Wisconsin artists' plein air renderings of different 
areas of Whitefish Bay. Gallery 505, 505 E. Silver Spring Dr., Whitefish Bay. 414-
962-6302. gallery-505.com. Through Jan. 6. 

Laughing Stock. Quadracci Powerhouse Theater. Summer stock has never 
been so hilarious in this backstage look at a dedicated thespian's valiant 
attempt to turn a dilapidated barn into a place for theater magic. Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater, 108 E. Wells St., Milwaukee. 414-224-9490. milwaukeerep. 
com. Through Jan. 8. 

Holidaze. Gallery Exhibit. Milwaukee Gay Arts Center, 703 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee. www.uncommontheater.net. Through Jan. 14. 

Mary Osmundsen. Q and A with artist. Hotcakes Gallery, 3379 N. Pierce St., 
Milwaukee. 5-9 p.m. 57. 414-961-7714. www.hotcakesgallery.com. Through 
Jan. 8. 

A Talent to Amuse. Don't miss this delightful one-man show as Gary 
Briggle recounts the joys, passions and clever wit of actor, singer, playwright, 
composer, lyricist, director and producer Noel Coward. Skylight Opera Theatre, 
158 N. Broadway, Milwaukee. 414-291-7800. www.skylightopera.com. 
Through Jan. 8. 

Classic Examples. Danceworks. A fresh start to the new year with three 
brand new dances created and performed by resident choreographers Dani 
Kuepper and Sarah Wilbur and guest artist Lee Wei Chao. Cabot Theatre, 
Broadway Theatre Center, 158 N. Broadway, Milwaukee. 7:30. 414-277-8480 
ext. 4. Through Jan. 8, various times. 

Rounding Third. A raucous, steroid-free comedy about a little League coach 
and his new assistant coach as they try to bring their misfit team into the 
championships. Boulevard Theatre, 2250 S. Kinnickinnic Ave., Milwaukee. 414-
744-5757. www.boulevardtheatre.com. Through Jan. 14, various times. 

Material Witness: Quilts by Nancy E. Kimpel. In addition to the literal 
interpretation of the Milwaukee skyline, Kimpel creates quilts inspired by the 
abstract patterns she finds in nature. Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum, 
2220 N. Terrace Ave., Milwaukee. 414-271-3656. Through Feb. 5. 

Hola Mundo/Hello World. Artists and students learn to connect to the 
world around them through photography. Walker's Point Center for the Arts, 
911 W. National Ave., Milwaukee. 414-672-2787. Through Feb. 7. 

Panic Express. Bialystock & Bloom. Milwaukee's newest cult phenomenon 
blending hilarious video segments, live action performance and countless 
surprises aimed at delighting, shocking and tickling audiences with unending 
glee! Broadway Theatre Center, 158 N. Broadway, Milwaukee. 414-291-7800. 
www.bialystockandbloom.com. Through March 21. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4 

Classic Movies in a Classic Mansion: One in a Million. In a tribute to the 
Winter Olympics, Charles Allis Movie Time presents Sonja Henie. Sonja was one 
of 20th Century-Fox's most popular stars and is still the most famous figure 
skater of all time! Charles Allis Art Museum, 1801 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee. 
6:30 p.m. 414-278-8295. 

James Brown. Potawatomi Bingo Casino, 1721W. Canal St., Milwaukee. 800-
729-7244. paysbig.com. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 6 

Antique Poster Exhibit. An exhibit of antique posters, as well as 
contemporary sculptures and paintings. DeLind Gallery, 400 E. Mason St., 
Milwaukee. 414-271-8525. Through Jan. 31. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 7 

Lotus Land Records Fifth Anniversary. Head out to Mad Planet to 
celebrate Milwaukee's premiere vinyl-exclusive music store and record label. 
A night of dancing courtesy of Old Man Malcolm and DJs from No Request and 
Chalice in the Palace. Mad Planet, 533 E. Center St., Milwaukee. 414-263-4555. 
www.mad-planet.net. 

Amy B and Present Music. Milwaukee Art Museum, 700 Art Museum Dr., 
Milwaukee. Pre-concert talk 6:50 p.m.; concert 7:30 p.m. 414-271-0711. 

MONDAY, JAN. 9 

Jane Fasse Exhibit. This exhibit examines the nature of matter and biology 
though drawings and collages. Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805 
N. Capitol Dr., Brookfield. 262-781-9520. www.wilson-center.com. Through 
Jan. 31. 

THURSDAY, JAN.12 

Q Pick - Capoeira Angola. Listen to a live reggae band and catch a 
glimpse of the Associacao de Capoeira and their dualistic game. They will play 
instruments and sing songs of native Brazil. Club Timbuktu, 520 E. Center St., 
Milwaukee. 9 p.m. 414:732-8379. www.dubtimbuktu.com. 

Full Gallop. The story is set at a turning point in Diana Vreeland's life: the 
day she has been unceremoniously fired as the editor of Vogue magazine. In 
her inimitable style, she changes course and takes off once again — at "full 
gallop." Renaissance Theaterworks, 342 N. Water St., Milwaukee. 414-291-
7800. Through Jan. 29. 

Open Mic Night. Broad Vocabulary, 2241 S. Kinnickinnic Ave., Milwaukee. 
Sign up 5:30 p.m.; show 6 p.m. broadvocabulary.com. 414-744-8384. 

Calendar 

FRIDAY, JAN.13 

Combat Theater. The Bunny Gumbo Theatre Company unleashes its unique 
brand of fast-paced, hilarious and often poignant live performances in its latest 
installment of Combat Theatre. Milwaukee Youth Arts Center, 325 W. Walnut 
St., Milwaukee. 8 p.m. $18. 414-267-2900. Repeats Jan. 14. 

Sneak Peek Friday. Assistant director Graeme Reid will deliver a lecture 
on "Out of Whistler's Window: The Etched Work of James McNeill Whistler and 
Sir Francis Seymour Haden." Beat the post holiday doldrums with a visit to a 
wonderful show and enjoy the fellowship and fun. West Bend Art Museum, 
300 S. 6th Ave., West Bend. 10:30 a.m. www.wbartmuseum.com. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 14 

Celli for Peace. This annual event features the music of Ceol Cairde as well 
as local dancers. All proceeds benefit the Peace Education Project of Peace 
Action Wisconsin. Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, 2133 W. Wisconsin Ave., 
Milwaukee. 414-964-5158. www.peaceactionwi.org. 

Them vs. Them. The Chicago-based band brings their raucous and spastic 
dance rock show to Milwaukee. Onopa Brewing Company, 735 E. Center St., 
Milwaukee. 414-264-3630. www.onopabrewery.com. 

Bay View Wine & Food Experience. Airshows of Wisconsin will host its 
second annual major fundraising event, offering wine, food, music, prizes and 
a local art display for guests. Proceeds will go to Airshows of Wisconsin as well 
as Community Projects and the Marian (enter for Nonprofits. 414-482-2069. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 15 

Q Pick - Peace Action Wisconsin Benefit and Social Justice Rally. 
Come out for a night of music, film and poetry in support of Peace Action 
Wisconsin. Club Timbuktu, 520 E. Center St., Milwaukee. 414-265-7000. www. 
clubtimbuktu.com. On Jan. 16, in recognition of Martin Luther King Day, Peace 
Action sponsors a social justice rally and march that will begin at Bucketworks 
at noon. 414-964-5158. www.peaceactionwi.org. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 18 

Classic Movies in a Classic Mansion: Thin Ice. In a tribute to the Winter 
Olympics, Charles Allis Movie Time presents Sonja Henie. Sonja was one of 20th 
Century-Fox's most popular stars and is still the most famous figure skater of 
all time! Chades Allis Art. Museum, 1801 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee. 6:30 
p.m. 414-278-8295. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 19 

Beloit International Film Festival. Scores of short, documentary, 
animated and feature films will be presented in a multitude of venues 
throughout the Beloit area. Includes the first Beloit Midwest Film Competition 
with new works by new and established independent filmmakers in the 
region. 800-423-5648. beloitfilmfestcom. Through Jan. 22. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 22 

Q Pick - Whose Line Is It Anyway? Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood, two 
stars of the hit show "Whose Line Is It Anyway?," will be splitting sides with 
their interactive, improvisational sketches and games. Pabst Theater, 144 E. 
Wells St., Milwaukee. 414-286-3663. www.pabsttheater.org. Repeats Jan. 23. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 26 
Hearing Aids and Other Personal Prosthetics. Art exhibit. Combines 
the ambiguous body objects of Yevgeniya Kaganovich with the absurd 
character paintings of Heather Layton. UWM Student Union, 2200 E. Kenwood 
Blvd., Milwaukee. Opening reception 5-8 p.m. Exhibit through Feb. 16. 

Low. A not-to-be-missed performance. Angelic harmonies and sparse 
instrumentation. Miramar Theatre, 2844 N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee. 414-
967-0302. www.themiramartheatre.com. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 27 

Q Pick - Angels in America. Tony Kushner's epic story leads in a new year 
for the Milwaukee Gay Arts Center, 703 S. 2nd St., Milwaukee. 414-248-6481. 
uncommontheatre.net. 

Metals Student Exhibition. Featuring art and jewelry made by UWM 
students. Magpie Jewelry and Metals Studio, 7613 W. Harwood Ave., 
Wauwatosa. 414-229-6216. 

Q Pick - Smoldering Fires. Taken on an historical journey by young activists 
and coming face-to-face with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Dashaun determines 
to turn his neighborhood — and his life — around, in the name of his 
one true friend. This play contains mature themes and language, and is not 
recommended for children under 10. First Stage Children's Theater, 929 N. 
Water St., Milwaukee. 414-267-2929. Through Feb. 24. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 28 

Daara J. Wisconsin Union Theater. This Senegalese band strays from the 
macho and materialistic subject matter permeating America's mainstream 
rap scene to focus on the ills of globalism, the perils of a traditional society, 
the threatened environment, and spirituality. Dance party follows. Memorial 
Union, 800 Langdon St., Madison. 8 p.m. 608-262-2202. www.union.wisc. 
edu/theater. 

Elusive Signs: Bruce Nauman Works with Light. Legendary works 
of neon by one of the world's most influential living artists. Milwaukee Art 
Museum, 700 N. Art Museum Dr., Milwaukee 414-224-3200. www.mam.org. 
Through Jan. 31. 

Bon Jovi. Bradley Center, 1001 N. 4th St., Milwaukee. www.bradleycenter. 
mm. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 1 

Classic Movies in a Classic Mansion: My Lucky Star. In a tribute to the 
Winter Olympics, Charles Allis Movie Time presents Sonja Henie. Sonja was one 
of 20th Century-Fox's most popular stars and is still the most famous figure 
skater of all time! Charles Allis Art. Museum, 1801 N. Prospect Ave., Milwaukee. 
6:30 p.m. 414-278-8295. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 2 

Goran Kralj. Former lead singer for the Gufs performs an all ages show. The 
Gasthaus, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee. 9 p.m. Free. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 3 

Q Pick - In Praise of Proverbs. Milwaukee Public Theatre, featuring the 
Ajula Performance Troupe. Timeless sayings from a variety of African tribal 
sources expressed through music, dance and story. Inspired by the books of 
artist/author Ashley Bryan. Lincoln Center for the Arts, 820 E. Knapp St., 
Milwaukee. 7:30 p.m. $$/$3 children 18 and under. 414-347-1685. Group 
shows Feb. 2 and 3. 

Deadline for February issue is Jan. 23. 

BLACKHAWK ANTIQUE MARKET, INC. 
633 South 12th Street Milwaukee 

1-414-385-9999 
Great 
gifts for 
the 
Holidays! 

125 Dealers 
30,000 Su. Ft. 

Featuring 18th Century to Mid-Century Modern, with a wide selection 
of fruniture, oriental, select smalls, art, jewelry and much more. 

Over 80 Quality Showcase Dealers 
Open Daily 10:00 - 5:00, Sunday Noon - 5:00 

Visit our website@ 
www.BLACKHAWKANTIQUEMARKET.com 

RIVERIVEST AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE 

5011 E.. KEEFE 
BRAKES 

TUNE UP 
EXHAUST 

ELECTRICAL 
ENGINE REPAIR 
CUSTOM WORK 

certified and insured 

Please call for an appointment 

(414)332-38440 
WWW.RIVERWESTATJTO.COM 

The original DeMarininis` on the 
corner of Wentworth & Potter 

Beers On Tap 

Lakefront 
East Side Dark 
Cattail Ale 
Riverwest Stein 
Sprecher 
Micro Light 
Mai Bock 
Special Amber 
Root Beer 

New Glarus 
Spotted Cow 

Bass Pale Ale 
Guinness Draught 
Hacker-Pschorr - 
Weisse 
Warstein Dunkel 

Tuesday - Lasagna Special 
Friday - Fish Fry 

Famous Pizza Everyday 
Homemade Pasta 

2457 S Wentworth 
414-481-1770 

bine-In or Carry Out 

CREAM 
CITY 
FOUNDATION 

149/I"r

Building our Co 
Through Philanthr 

and Commitment 
PAST GRANT RECIPIENTS: 

AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin 
Children Services 
Lesbian Alliance 

Milwaukee LGBT Community Center 
Milwaukee LGBT History Project 

Two Spirit Society 

315 W. Court Street, Suite 2018 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
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Outwords Books 
'Top 5 Picks for January' 

The Very Best Fiction from 2005! 
Exclusive to Q Life. 

FOR THE 

GIRLS: 
1. "Honor Guards" by Radclyffe. This lat-
est installment in Radclyffe's popular"Honor" 
series finds First Daughter Blair Powell and 
Secret Service agent Cameron Roberts at the 
center of a conspiracy that will rock the world. 

2. "Galveston 1900: Swept Away" by 
Linda Crist. The tropical cyclone that hit the 
island of Galveston, Texas, on Sept. 7 and 8, 
1900, is the exciting backdrop for a romance 
between loner Rachel Travis and Madeline 
"Mattie"Crockett, a woman trapped in a love-
less marriage. 

3. "The Iron Girl" by Ellen Hart. After 
years spent mourning the death of her partner, 
Christine, Jane Lawless discovers a gun when 
she finally sorts through her belongings and 
must tackle difficult questions as to why 
Christine feared for her life. 

4. "Terror of the High Seas" by Melissa 
Good. Melissa Good's latest action/romance 
finds Kerry and Dar on a fabulous Caribbean 
vacation that turns deadly when they come 
face-to-face with pirates. 

5. "Black by Gaslight" by Nene Adams. 
Lady St. Clair, a consulting detective, and her 
companion, Rhiannon Moore, tangle with a 
killer in Victorian London in the first in a terrific 
new series. 

FOR THE 

BOYS: 
1. "The Brothers Bishop" by Bart Yates. 
Yates crafts another poignant and elegant 
work — the powerful story of two brothers 
who discover just how difficult it is to go home 
again. 

2. "You Can Say You Knew Me When" 
by K. M. Soehnlein. Jamie Garner is living 
a sexy slacker's life in San Francisco when he 
gets the call that his father has died. It's time 
for the prodigal son to come home to face the 
emotionally barren family he left behind. 

3. "Rainbow Road" by Alex Sanchez. The 
third entry in Alex Sanchez's wildly popular 
"Rainbow" series. During an eye-opening post 
graduation summer road trip, each of the three 
protagonists embarks on a personal journey 
across a landscape of love, sexuality, homopho-
bia and, above all, friendship. 

4. "Son of a Witch" by Gregory Maguire. 
Best-selling author Gregory Maguire returns 
to the land of 0z to follow the story of Liir, the 
adolescent boy left hiding in the shadows of 
the castle when Dorothy killed the witch. 

5. "A House Is Not a Home" by James 
Earl Hardy. In the final "B-Boy Blues" novel, 
James Earl Hardy brings his beloved couple 
— Mitchell, the Buppie from Brooklyn, and 
Raheim, the homeboy from Harlem — into 
the 21st century. 

Community 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4 

Body Mine. Monthly discussion group. 
Participants will discuss a variety of issues relating 
to the body, including health, body image, abortion, 
and more. Led by Evelyn, nurse-in-training. Broad 
Vocabulary 2241 S. Kinnickinnic Ave., Milwaukee. 6 
p.m. 414-744-8384. www.broadvocabulary.com. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 5 

Legal Night. Free legal consultation with 
LGBT-friendly attorneys. First come, first served. 
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center, 315 W. Court 
St. 6-8 p.m. 414-271-2656 ext. 111. www.mkelgbt. 
org. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 7 

FORGE (For Ourselves: Reworking Gender 
Expression). Join us for a relaxing evening 
following the bustle of the holidays to watch"Call Me 
Malcolm." Thanks to Milwaukee LGBT Film Festival 
coordinator Carl Bogner, we have the opportunity 
to screen this engaging documentary featuring 
a transgender seminary student struggling with 
faith, love and gender identity. 414-278-6031. 
www.forge-forward.org/socialsupport. 

MONDAY, JAN. 9 

Outwords Book Club. A delightful mix of 
historical adventure and romance, Chris Hunt's 
"Duval's Gold" will be discussed. Read the book and 
come join the discussion! Outwords Books, 2710 N. 
Murray Ave., Milwaukee. 7:30 p.m. 414-963-9089. 
outwordsbooks@msn.com. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 10 

The Lesbian Reading Group. A. K. Naten's debut 
romance,"Turning Tides," is the book to be discussed. 
New members are always welcome! Outwords 
Books, 2710 N. Murray Ave., Milwaukee. 7 p.m. 414-
963-9089. outwordsbooks@msn.com. 

Q 
SATURDAY, JAN. 14 

Calendar 

Gemini Gender Group. Support and social group 
for cross-dressers and transsexuals. Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center, 315 W. Court St. 6-9:30 p.m. 
gemini_gender_group@hotmail.com. 

My Family Playgroup. Madison's playgroup for 
LGBT parents with children ages 0-10 will be having 
a movie and pizza party. Rocky Rococo's Pizza Parlor 
in the private party room, 1753 Thier Rd., Madison. 
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $7.50/$5.50 children under 
10. RSVP to Jim Schmid at jhs1120@yahoo.com. 
www.myfamilyplaygroup.com. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 15 

Open Space. Lesbian drop-in discussion group 
for real talk and new friends. Counseling Center of 
Milwaukee, 2038 N. Bartlett Ave. 6-8 p.m. Please 
be prompt. Door locked at 6:15. Contact Cheryl at 
groups@execpc.com or 414-271-2565. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 19 

Financial Planning for the Artist. Learn tips and 
techniques to begin saving for that much-needed 
vacation, purchasing a home or studio, or retirement. 
Make your money work for you, and come away with 
a plan to put your money woes to rest. Hotcakes 
Gallery, 3379 N. Pierce St., Milwaukee. 6-8 p.m. $10 
MARN members/$15 nonmembers. To preregister, 
mail your check, name, contact information and 
the workshop you'd like to attend to MARN, P.O. 
Box 1879, Milwaukee, WI 53201. To pay at the door, 
RSVP to melissa@marnonline.com. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 21 

BWMT (Black and White Men Together). 
Open to all members, guests and visitors. 7-9 p.m. 
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center, 315 W. Court 
St. 414-540-9437 ext. 3. bwmtmilwaukee.org. 

Rainbow Families Milwaukee. Support and 
social group for LGBT parents and kids. 3-6 p.m. 414-
447-0251. mkerainbowfamilies@hotmail.com. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25 

3rd Annual Roe v. Wade Celebration and 
Silent Auction. Help NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin 
celebrate the anniversary of the landmark decision 
that legalized abortion and a woman's right to 
choose. Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, 
Milwaukee. 414-489-9996. www.naralwi.org. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 26 

Ladies Night! Women-only consciousness raising 
groups are still alive! Topics will change month to 
month depending on the direction the group takes. 
Open to all who identify as a woman, FTM and MTF 
folks. 6 p.m. Broad Vocabulary, 2241 S. Kinnickinnic 
Ave., Milwaukee. 414-744-8384. broadvocabulary. 
com. 

Put-tin' on the Ritz. Zoological Society of 
Milwaukee's black-tie affair. Six amateur boxing 
bouts, five-course dinner, and both a voice and 
silent auction. All proceeds go to the Milwaukee 
County Zoo. Hyatt Regency Hotel, Milwaukee. 414-
258-2333. www.zoosociety.org. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 28 

A Winter Soirée ... Asian Style. Because there 
simply aren't enough excuses to wear a kimono in 
public these days. Food, drink and entertainment; 
silent auction and raffle. All proceeds go to arts 
education and programming at the Wilson Center. 
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, Brookfield. 
262-781-9520. www.wilson-center.com. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 5 

Brunch Club. Lesbian potluck brunch. Meet new 
friends the relaxed way — over food! 11 a.m. 
Susan.Kohler@med.ge.com. 

Deadline for February issue is Jan. 23. 

sage Milwaukee 
The only organization in the Midwest 

that is committed to promoting quality of life 
for senior Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender people. 

1845 N Farwell Avenue, Suite 220 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-224-0517 email• directory'rPsagemilwaukee,org 

vvww.sagemilwaukee org 

eh, 
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GAY GAMES® VII 
CHICAGO, USA - WHERE THE WORLD MEETS 

Sports & Cultural Festival 15-22 July 2006 

COME TO WIN 

COME FOR THE FRIENDS 

COME TO CHEER 

COME FOR THE SPECTACLE 

COME TO PLAY 

Be part of history when Chicago plays 

host to the world. Join 12,000 participants 

from more than 70 countries, competing 

in 30 sports, band, chorus, color guard 

and cheer events. 

NO TRYOUTS, ALL WELCOME! 

Enjoy spectacular opening and closing 

ceremonies at Chicago's most beautiful 

venues, nightly medal ceremonies, 

parties and arts festival. 

GayGamesChicago.org 
(773) 907-2006 

• r 

Gay Games VII Creative Services: 
McKN1GHT KURLAND BACCELLI 

www.mkb363.com 

GET IN THE GAME - REGISTER TODAY! 
• • • 
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blast 
Faster than AOL 

Faster than NetZero 

$112. 95/Month 

VVhen you sign-up for 6 months or more. 

Internet Wisconsin 
locally owned and operated ISP 
New Berlin, Wisconsin 
Internet Service Provider Since 1995 

Internet: www.internetwi.com 
Email: info@internetwi.com 

Browsebtas1 is 6 Times Faster than Regular Dial-up 
Accelerate to DSL Speeds with Browseblast 

Spam and Virus Filtered Email Accounts (3 per user) 
Pop-Up Blocker for easier web browsing 
137 Local Access Numbers in 106 Cities 

262679-4838 

Browseblast 
6X Faster than Regular Dial-up! 

Fine Arts
A RTSCTR 

ery Performance Theatre 

YOGA with RICKY HELDT 
January/February Saturdays 

Yoga 6-7pm 
Yogalates 7 .10-8:10pm 

New! Intermediate Yoga Class with Chris Jansen 
January/February Saturdays 

Saturdays, 9-10am, New eight week session begins 
January 7th. 

New! Middle Eastern Dance for Men with Shaia Fahrid 
January/February Sundays 

Sundays, 4-5:30pm, New eight week session begins 
January 8th. 

"Womyn's Boxes" 
New Art Exhibition: Three Lesbian Artists 
Opens Gallery Night January 20th 6-9pm 

Runs through February 25th. 

ANGELS IN AMERICA-MILLENNIUM APPROACHES 
Opens Friday, January 28th at 8PM 

Runs Friday and Saturday Nights Through Feb. 18 
Call 1-800-595-4849 for tickets or order online at 
www.uncommontheatre.net Tickets are $17.50. 

Opening Night Party at MON A's After The Show ($10) 

rri 
CD 

703 South 2nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204 
Information 414.383.3727 

Theatre Reservations (800) 595.4849 

Bars as Meeting Places 

G ay people (men and women) have 
experienced a drastic evolution in their 
methods of social interaction over the 

past 50 years. Prior to the 1960s, gay people 
tended to gather with one another only in 
the privacy of their own homes, there being 
no or few public places to gather. 

As late as the early 1960s, the only 
"public" venues in which to gather and 
meet others of like mind were a few 
restaurants or bars that provided an 
opportunity for gays and lesbians to meet 
either in certain sections or in separate 
"back rooms." Examples of these places 
in Milwaukee are the Loop Restaurant, 
Antlers Hotel bar, and The Royal. The sole 
exception known to the author is the Mint 
Bar, founded in 1949; but even that bar and 
many other gathering places for gay men 
were still often either primarily straight or 
at least mixed. 

Milwaukee began to see more 
dedicated gay bars in the early 1960s: The 
River Queen opened in 1960, Your Place 
in 1965, and both This Is It (which is still 
open) and The Rooster in 1968.After 
Stonewall (1969), gay people throughout 
the country began to stand up and 
demand some rights, and the list of gay 
organizations and media shows how things 
evolved over the next few years. 

Since the early 1970s, there has been 
no shortage of both gay and lesbian bars 
in Milwaukee and the major metropolitan 
areas of Wisconsin: Castaways, Stud Club, 
Nite Beat, Beer Garden, The Wreck Room, 
JoDee's in Racine (still open), the Shack in 
Kenosha, Back Door in Madison and many 
others opened in the first half of the '70s. 

The mid to late '70s was also the 
era of disco. The combination of gay rights 
and the popularity of disco, particularly 
among gay men, was a key factor in seeing 
an explosion of bars and clubs founded by 
and dedicated to gays and lesbians. This 
was when many of Milwaukee's legendary 
bars (many of them dance bars) came into 
being: Ten Hundred East, The Factory, 
C'est La Vie, the Ball Game, Red Baron, and 
M&M among many others. 

But even in the '70s there was 
some bias against gay bars; in fact it was 
not until 1984 that the first gay bars in 
the city opened up large windows to the 
street (with the first being the M&M and 
La Cage). Prior to this time, windows and 
doors were closed to outside view (with the 
exception of the 12-inch-square window 

HISTORY 
Don Schwamb has been active in the LGBT 

community since the early 1970s. He has 

served as president of (Cf and GAMMA, vice 

president of ARCW, and in many other roles in 

other organizations. The LGBT history Web site, 

mkelgbthist.org, is Don's passion today, consuming 

much of his spare time. 

that city ordinance required of all bars). 
Since the mid 1980s, gay and lesbian 

bars have been a staple in the major 
metropolitan areas of Wisconsin, and 
violence against them is seldom heard of. 
Since the 1990s, bars are openly advertised 
as gay in public media, chambers of 
commerce literature, etc. 

Check out the history Web site at 
mkelgbthist.org to view a timeline of the 
bars we are aware of. Many of the bars have 
pages dedicated to them, often including 
photos, advertisements, etc. We welcome 
any additional information on bars or clubs 
we missed: names, locations, photos, etc. 
that any of readers have. 

(Note: the bulk of this perspective 
is from the standpoint of gay men's bars 
and meeting places. Lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered people all have 
developed their own patterns of meeting 
and socializing, unique to them not just 
as groups but as individuals. For example, 
even today, some gay men go almost 
exclusively to straight bars and clubs, while 
some bi men go to straight and gay clubs 
about equally. So there is no attempt to 
depict every nuance here, but rather to 
convey a somewhat predominant thread of 
change and evolution.) 

History Puzzler of the Month: 
Scattered about this issue are a few 

logos from advertising of bars in the past. 
See if you can locate and identify them. 
Tell us what you know about each, and 
we'll feature some of your comments and 
recollections in a future article. 

rfrANIMPrif,WPFNIFAAP11111111,111111111111 
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2241 S. KINNICKINNIC Bisexual Studies, Gender and Transgender 

Tues-Sat 10-8 and Sun 11-5 
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Timor); Cultural, Arts, and Media Studies, 
pride-gear, gifts and more! 
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2006 A Blockbuster of Hits 

IF 

THEATER 
Raymond Bradford (rbradford@queerlifenews.com) is a 
freelance director, choreographer and actor. Ray lives on 
the East Side of Milwaukee and is the artistic director of 
R.S.V.P. Productions. Ray also teaches acting. 

I
t is 2006, and I can't seem to believe it! 
Last year was so difficult; I was just waiting 
for this new year to start. 

Again, I did not go home for Christmas. 
I always hate the holiday traveling. I think I 
will just plan to visit my family in the spring. 
But I can't help but be excited about all the 
interesting theatrical events going on in 
Hollywood, Broadway and Milwaukee. 

The rock musical "Rent" opened last 
month to so-so reviews. I think everyone 
should go see this exciting movie. The show 
deals with AIDS issues from the early '90s. 
It has some extremely touching moments 
and many exciting song and dance numbers. 
The movie also features most of the original 
Broadway cast. 

"The Producers" will be another 
exciting holiday event. Will there ever again 
be a show announcing in song, "Keep It 

Gay"? For the movie version they are again 
bringing back most of the Broadway cast. The 
director Susan Stroman won a Tony Award 
for her Broadway version — now recreated 
on film. If only they had had the original cast 
members in the films "Gypsy" and "Hello 
Dolly"! How could they ever turn down 
Ethel Merman and Carol Channing? Pity!! 

On Broadway, Oprah Winfrey has 
produced a musical version of "The Color 
Purple" — which also opened to some 
lukewarm reviews. As they say, it is only one 
person's opinion. 

The Hits of Milwaukee 
At the Milwaukee Repertory Theater 

complex they present "Bad Dates" in the 
Stiemke Theater. This story sounds too 
close to home for most of us but should really 
be funny. In the Stackner Cabaret the show 
"Polish Diva" sounds really hilarious. Come 
to think of it, I know about 10 Polish divas in 
Milwaukee-area theater ... hint, hint!! 

The Dramatists Company at 
Bucketworks presents "Abstinence" and 
a few other one-acts. This also sounds like 
the short story of many area singles. The 
Boulevard Ensemble continues the exciting 
"Rounding Third," a two-character play. 

Ah, the Skylight Opera Theater will 
open "The Tragedy of Carmen" and Next 
Act opens "The Retreat from Moscow." 

If you are looking for some new, exciting, 
original works, catch the "Pink Banana" 
company at the new Astor theatre. 

arnateca 
COMMUNED SCHOOL 

I 150 E. Brady Street, Milwaukee 53202 

Discover Waldorf education 
for the whole child: 

head, heart and hands 

Open House 
January 29th 2006 

I -4pm 
CALL 414.277.0009 

www.tamarackwaidorf.org 

For those of you who enjoy fine 
community theater, the Bay Players bring 
you Steve Martins' hilarious comedy "The 
Underpants." The popular comedy "Sylvia" 
opens at the Sunset Playhouse in Elm 
Grove. 

A major event this month is "Angels 
in America" at Uncommon Theatre. This 
amazing work of art will bring fine theater 
to the Gay Arts Center. The show deals 
with important AIDS issues. There was also 
a successful HBO special of "Angels" which 
won critical acclaim. 

Hollywood and Broadway — So Close to 
Milwaukee 

I was so thrilled and extremely proud 
to go see the movie "Rent." Anthony 
Rapp, who plays Mark, was a young person 
I directed several times in Chicago. We 
still keep in contact. Then in the movie 
"Producers," the role of the gay director 
is played by Gary Beach. When he was in 
Milwaukee several years ago doing "The 
Music Man," I was excited to be in that 
production with him. When I saw the 
Broadway version of "Producers," Gary Beach 
helped me.get into a sold-out performance. 
Sitting right near me, taking notes, was Susan 
Stroman, the director. 

As I look around our town, I notice 
that a lot of my "celeb" friends are working 
at their craft. Paul Helm is appearing at 
the Stackner Cabaret. Jason Powell and 
Thomas Rosenthal are performing together 

414 852 9888 

MELODY CARRANZA PHOTOGRAPHY 

EVENT AND EDITORIAL 

melodycarranza.com 

at Boulevard Ensemble. The charming 
Kelly Simon stars in "The Underpants." 
Multi-talented John Manno directs a one-act 
for "Pink Banana." And Mark Hooker, 
Brian Richards and Sandra Stark are 
working with the "Angels in America" cast. 

Look for These Future Topics 
As I go into 2006, I plan to discuss some 

of the politics of the world of theater and the 
importance of our "critics." I also want to 
discuss the backstage life of a director and to 
showcase some of the people in Milwaukee 
who are making a name in the theater, music 
and dance arts. 

It may be cold outside, but please go 
out and support the bars — and warm your 
insides! 

Last Month's Trivia Answer 
The Skylight also did the 
Marx Brothers musical 
"The Coconuts" several 
years ago. 

This Month's Trivia 
Question 

Was Anthony Rapp 
featured in the movie "A 
Beautiful Mind"? 

Aunt Blanche is still sleeping off her 40-
hour binge on New Year's Eve!!! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HOUSING 
Straight male/gay female seeking third roommate to share 
in 3BR flat in Riverwest. Jan. 1. Strictly roommates. Rent is 
$170 per month plus one-third utilities. Mike: 264-5944. 

For Rent. 3BR lower near the Domes at 29th and 
National. Includes gas stove, refrigerator, washer/dryer. All 
freshly painted; hardwood floors throughout; new kitchen 
floor; built-ins. Lots of charm. Available Dec. 1. S725. No 
pets. 414-383-3422. 

Washington Heights — 2176 N. 51st St. 2BR 
upper. Charming LR/dining with built-ins, HWF, ceiling fans. 
Contemporary kitchen and bath; laundry hook-ups; electric 
garage door. Pets. $650.414-378-3331. 

For Rent. 2BR upper bungalow. Formal dining room 
and living room; hardwood floors. Near 58th and Burleigh; 
quiet, owner occupied. Garage. No pets. 5650. 414-449-
9401 or 414-412-8278. 

N. Arlington Place — Adorable studio 
apartments with hardwood or marble terrazzo flooring. 
Include kitchenette w/appliances, private bath, lots of closet 
space and All UTILITIES. Building has locked lobby, laundry 
and off-street parking available. $425.414-727-5485 www. 
selectapartments.us. 

4126 N. Bartlett Ave. Shorewood —
Fabulous 2 story, 2BR apartment in a quiet neighborhood. 
Hardwood floors throughout. Ceramic tile bath; remodeled 
kitchen with all appliances included; formal dining room. 
Central A/C. Garage with EDO; private basement with wash/ 

dry hookups. $795. 414-406-7008 www.seledapartments. 
us. 

East Side — 2446 N. Frederick Ave. 3-story Victorian 
townhouse. 3BR plus 2 dens; large kitchen with appliances; 
full basement; hardwood floors; front porch with swing; 
stained glass. $1,025.920-994-2452. 

N. Pulaski—Spacious 3BR flat with hardwood floors, 
remodeled bath, large eat-in kitchen, built-in china cabinet. 
On-site laundry; off-street parking available. $1,295. Heat 
included! 414-406-7008 www.selectapartments.us. 

Washington Heights. Large and sunny upper 
2BR flat. Living room with large porch and wfp, formal dining 
room, all with built-ins; HWF throughout. Kitchen appliances, 
wash/dry and garage spot included; pets negotiable. $725. 
tgorsmith@yahoo.com. 

SERVICES 
Something New Out of the Blue. NEW 
SOCIAL GROUP. Welcome to the DODGE COUNTY GAY/Bi 
MEN'S SOCIAL GROUP. A social group for Dodge County and 
the surrounding counties. We do social get-togethers (private 
and public), dinners, lunches and gatherings for any occasion 
and fun. TO JOIN: contact us at iw28inu@yahoo.com or 
lee53030@yahoo.com. DISCOVER A NEW WAY IN YOUR 
LIFESTYLE. 

TRAVEL 
Join Willard Roinantini in Thailand. 
March 2006 — Cooking Tour; July 2006 — Cultural 
Tour, optional 6 college credits. FMI: contact China Silk Tours 
at www.chinasilktourcom. 800-945-7960. 
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HAVE YOU BEEN 
THE VICTIM OF 

A VIOLENT CRIME? 
PARTNER ABUSE? 

SEXUAL ASSAULT? HATE CRIME? 
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GET SUPPORT & ASSISTANCE 
Contact Victim/Outreach/Advocate 

for Crisis Intervention 
Safety Planning 

call 414 271.2656 ext 123 

Milwaukee LGBT Community it Center's Anti-Violence Project 

Lim.. Lutheran Social Services 
—1)61 of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc. 

Foster Parent 
Orientation Dates 

Please 
Call 
for Dates. 

Call 414 304-3608 for Locations 

Special Touch 
Massages & Spa 

and Retail 
FULL BODY MASSAGE TECHNIQUE 

PRIVATE 1-1.5 HOUR SESSIONS 
• Facial • Mud Wraps 

• Herbal Wrap 
• Foot Treatments 
• Pure Relaxation 

• Aroma Therapy • Juice Bar 

www.specialtouchmassagesnspa.com 
C.M.T. SHELDON 

414.224.7081 
Mon.-Ft loon-9pm, Sat 10am - 6 pm 
tamed at Chalet at the River 423 N tad SUM 
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Gift Certificates 
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Mayfair Village now has fully 
furnished model homes; four floor 
plans to view. Two and three bed-

room; all with full warranty. Excellent 
financing. Plus large selection of 

preowned homes starting at $7,900. 

Mayfair Village NM 258-7063 

usert 
hosted by: 
Michael Lisowski 
Charles Daniels 

waukee. on, terl vlsio 
news and information for and about the LCBTO communit9 since 1992 

LIVE 96 
replay saturdays @ midnight and 10pm 

(414) 265-8500 
queerprgrmaaol.com 
P.O. Box 090441 

315 W. Court Street, Milwaukee, WI 53212 
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Bikini 
World View 

I n 2004, I went with some other 
volunteers of the Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center door to door on 

Milwaukee's near South Side as part of 
a nonpartisan voter registration project 
sponsored by Wisconsin Citizen Action 
Fund. It was a nice change of pace from 
talking to affluent suburban voters about 
gay marriage, meeting many wonderful 
people — most Latino — starting new 
families and pursuing their version of 
the American dream. At one house I met 
a group of poor white folks, including 
a couple chronically unemployed men 
and an older woman whose disability 
check supported the household. She was 
warm and friendly, invited me in, and 
proceeded to tell me how she was voting 
for George Bush because he was a man of 
God. She recounted her conflicts with her 
housemates: One, who associated Bush 
with his unemployment, leaned toward 
John Kerry; the other said there was no one 
to vote for since Ronald Reagan left office. 

During December, the month when 
our mostly secular, consumption crazy 
country pauses for a moment to piously 
continue its buying and consuming in 
the name of God and Christmas instead 
of Mammon, there were many notably 
unrighteous acts by "righteous" men. 
Vice President Dick Cheney, strong and 
in charge, ended an overseas diplomatic 
mission for peace and security early to 
cast an apparently more vital tie-breaking 
vote in the Senate to cut student aid, and 
health care for seniors and poor people. 
Wisconsin Rep. Mark Gundrum and 
Sen. Scott Fitzgerald, strong family men, 
continued their strong attack on gay and 
lesbian families in Wisconsin, winning 
Senate passage of the proposed ban on 
civil unions and gay marriage and moving 
us closer to a November 2006 showdown 
over discrimination. President Bush, a 
vocal proponent for keeping "Washington" 
out of Americans' lives, got caught 
personally ordering the government to 
spy on Americans' e-mail and phone 
conversations. 

These are men who confuse moral 
leadership with playing moral leaders on 
TV, men whose moral worldview is limited 
to the area of the human body covered 
by a bikini. Guys who feel like, as long as 
they are doing it to their wives missionary 
style, they're upright all-American types 
entitled to go out and screw the rest of the 
world to get what's theirs. And for a long 

-0# 

POLITICS 
Patrick Flaherty (pflaherty@queerlifenews.com) is a long-
time activist for LGBT equality. He works at the Milwaukee 
LGBT Community Center and lives with his partner in 
Milwaukee's Riverwest neighborhood. 

time, Americans were buying their act. As 
long as people posed as "men of God," they 
were free to live as 21st-century Vikings, 
overseeing historic transfers of wealth 
to the rich from the rest of us by giving 
huge tax breaks to the wealthy and special 
favors like "get-out-of-jail-free" lawsuit 
immunity to corporations in the fast food, 
pharmaceutical and gun industries. 

Our country has always been deeply 
ambivalent about what public life is for. 
On the one hand we have a legacy of village 
commons and communitarian barn-
raisings, the people using government to 
secure basic labor standards and clean 
water, and free primary and secondary 
education. But we also have shameful 
moments — the Puritan's stockades, 
government returning human beings to 
others as "property" (except in Wisconsin, 
which refused to recognize the Fugitive 
Slave Act), mob lynchings, House hearings 
to sanction dissenters as "un-American," 
and of course the use of the full force of 
government to undermine gay and lesbian 
families and sexuality. 

In this tug and pull about what the 
American people want government to do 
for them — hold down groups they dislike 
or fear, immigrants, African Americans, 
unwed moms, gays, labor organizers, or 
lift them up — the bikini moral view is 
getting a little ... well, stretched. With the 
president and Republican congressional 
leaders staggering under a sickening 
lobbying scandal and a war in Iraq with 
no end in sight, and acting and spending 
like royalty, Americans seem to be looking 
for something a little more practical. As • 
the Rev. Al Sharpton has said, the role of 
government should be to help people put 
food on the table in the kitchen, not decide 
who is sleeping together in the bedroom. 

Vetoer 
CREDIT UNION 

Bring this ad when opening a check-
ing account with direct deposit or a 

loan and receive S25 in your account 

1351 MLK Drive 414-273-3170 
www.breweryce.com 

• Savings, CDs, IRAs, Money 
Market, Checking Accotnus 

• Home Loans, Lines of Credit, 
Personal Loans 

• Used or New Vehicle Loans, 
Student Loans 

• - Online Bill Paying, Internet 
Banldil2.:.and much more 

Stop in Today or Visit our Web 
Site for Promotions and other 

Services 

1950, cut deco buil0ing 

Condos available 

Occupancy rebruoty 2006 
Be a part of the hottest new development in 

downtown Milwaukee. Beautiful 22-story limestone 
building offers breathtaking city and lake views. 

5 terrace units start at $143K 
Tower units start at $190K 

11111611ITIES WHORE 
Building Ilmenities: 
• Green roof 
• Barbecue areas 
• 2 guest suites for visitors 
• Fitness center 
• Storage lockers available 
• Heated underground parking 

available 

standard Amenities: 
• 24 Hour on site caretaker 
• Hardwood floors 
• Granite countertops 
• Granite bathroom floors 
• Custom cabinetry 
• Stainless appliances 

Office hourn 
Wed - Fri 10am — 6pm 
Sat - Sun 10-4 and by appointment 

0 

isconsin 
TOWER 

A City Real Estate Development 

Call Bill Urban at 414-291-8980 today. 
Cell 414-336-6200 

606 West Wisconsin Avenue Milwaukee, WI 53203 
www.WisconsinTower.com 
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Movies On Demand on Channel 1000 Order Anytime 

Ft 
Premieres Nov. 1 
Miranda July, John Hawkes, Miles Thompson 

ME AND YOU AND 
EVERYONE WE KNOW 

Or

PG-13 
Premieres Nov. 11 
John Robinson. Emile Hirsch. Victor Rasuk 

LORDS OF 
DOGTOWN 

Premieres Nov. 24 
Orlando Bloom. Eva Greer, Liam Neeson 

KINGDOM 
OF 

HEAVEN 

DR E 
I 

Premieres Nov. 4 
Adam Sandler, Chris Rock. Burt Reynolds 

ADAM SANDIER CHRIS ROCK 

LONGEST YARD 

PG-1 

Premieres Nov. 17 
Nicole Kidman, Sear Penn, Catherine Keener 

INTERPRETER 
its 

, 

4 

b 

Premieres Nov. 25 
Amber Tantivn, Alerts Blade!, America Ferrero 

110014S:5W n

Start, fast-forward, pause and 
rewind your movie for 24 
hours. 

Watch the movie at any time - 
without ever leaving your 
couch! 

Movies are never out of stock! 

No movies to return! 

TIME WARNER 
V.-  CABLE 

D S OF MOVIES 
EACH MONTH 

0 
Premieres Nov. 4 
LL Cool J. Jonny Lee Miiier, Kathryn Morris 

MIND H UNTERS 

1 

PG 
Premieres Nov. 17 
' Ferrell. Robert Duvall, Mike Ditka 

scream screaming 

Now Available 
E‘ean McGregor, Hate Berry, Robin Williams 

PG-13 
Now Available 

guesswho 

7,1

ti

Premieres Nov. 4 
Taylor Lautner, Taylor Dooley, Cayden Boyd 

7.' 

PG 

rue nnve.nmse. 

I.Affidam. 

TV-MA 
Premieres Nov. 23 
Jet Li, Morgan Freeman, Bob Hoskins 

UNLEASHED 

'4"114VOIETWO 

Now Available 
Billy Bob Thornton, Lisa Blount Harry Dean Stanton 

CHRYSTAL 

PG-13 
Now Available 

MON 

CI 
Movies On 

Demand on Channel 1000 

Movies start at 5195 phis applicable franchise fees and WI state and local taxes. Yon must hove a Time Warner digital converter to order Movies, Special Events and Span Packages. Other restrictions may apply. (oil 1,800-627-7188 for assistance. 
You may pick up a Time Wormer digital converter at any one of the Time Wainer Coate stares. Your digital converter may have been delivered with o preset PIN wrier. That PIN numbs could be media Mowing: 0000 1111 1134 !inane of these numbers 
ink Oise col (osmoses Serves at 1-800427-2288. inew.waeswasicabk cam 

CABLE HIGH-SPEED ONLINE DIGITAL PHONE 


