
QUEER LIFE 
New Gay-Friendly MPS School 
LGBT Students Get 
an Understanding 
Welcome 
By Sura Faraj 

Liike New York and Texas, Wisconsin 
school leaders will add their names to 

the list of education professionals who have 
opened their minds and are ready to act on 
the unique challenges facing at-risk as well 
as gay youth. 

The Alliance School of Milwaukee (ASM), 
crafted with the goal of serving the needs of 
students who have been harassed and bullied 
in other school environments, is scheduled 
to open August 1. At that time, leaders say, 
100 students in grades 9-12 will be in their 
seats. "Classes won't be based on grade level, 
but on students' interests and their needs 
for graduation:' says Tina Owen, a planning 
team member and the lead teacher of the Al-
liance School. 

The diverse student body will include 
LGBT kids. Organizers of the school say that 
ASM will establish a safe haven for students 
who are harassed for the way they look, the 
way they dress, their beliefs or their sexual-
ity. 

According to organizers, ASM received a 
$50,000 planning grant from TALC (Techni-
cal Assistance and Leadership Center), the 
organization managing funds provided by 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to 
encourage smaller schools in Milwaukee. 

The planners of the 
school say they have 
passed through one 
part of a two-step pro-
cess. According to Eu-
gene Jones, assistant 
director of the Office 
of School Governance, 
both the concept and 
the proposal were ap-
proved by the MPS 

board of school directors in June. Next, they 
need to have their contract approved, first in 
committee and then through the full school 
board. 

Jennifer Morales, an MPS school board 
director, supports the school wholeheart-
edly. "I hear reports of teasing, harassment 
and threats that are based on gender identity 
and perceived orientation:' 

The school will be an MPS instrumentali-
ty charter, which means 

hear reports 
of teasing, 
harassment and 
threats that 
are based on 
gender identity 
and perceived 
orientation: 
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Gay Bar Raid 
Milwaukee Police Department 
Actions Raise Questions 
By Don Hoffman and Drew Pritt 

I
n what has apparent-
ly become a regular 
occurrence for area 

LGBT bars, the Milwaukee 
Police Department (MPD) 
recently set out to identify 
and fine clubs that serve 
underage drinkers. 

The most recent crack-
down happened the week-
end of December 10-12, 
2004. Several LGBT bars 
and clubs were cited. How-
ever, the details surround-
ing what happened in each 
of the establishments are 
still unclear. 

Repeated attempts to 
get accurate information 
from MPD yielded few re-
sults and even more ques-
tions. After more than a 
half dozen inquiries from 
Q Life, and additional re-
quests from LGBT bars 
that were involved in the 
raid, to both the precinct 
where the incident oc-
curred and the Public In-
formation Office, MPD's 
response was minimal and 
often silent. 

On the flip side, some 
LGBT bar owners were 
more than happy to talk. 

LGBT Bar Owners' 
Perspectives 

Craig Schoenung, own-
er of Switch, an area gay 
bar, says these raids are 
nothing new. "This has 
been going on for years. 
When the local universi-
ties let out for break, we 
are especially on guard for 
this type of procedure 
said Schoenung, imply-
ing that some bars may be 
targeted by the MPD be-
cause they are frequented 
by college students. Switch 
was not cited in the most 
recent raid. 
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continued orb page 2 These still pictures, shown sequentially, were captured from a video security camera at Woody's Bar. 
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According to either the bar own-
ers or bartenders, clubs issued cita-
tions that weekend were C'est La Vie, 
Harbor Room, Boot Camp, Triangle, 
Ballgame and Woody's. The full list 
has still not been made available by 
the MPD. 

Si Smits, owner of Boot Camp, is 
disappointed that the bar owners and 
the city leaders are not discourag-
ing this type of action by the police. 
"I wish the bar owners would forget 
their rivalry, sit down, and work out 
a way to work together as a commu-
nity. Also, I wish some of the owners 
would jointly fight these citations. In-
stead of just lying down and paying 
the fine, we should fight these ridicu-
lous raids on our bars." 

Smits and Steve Behl, the owner 
of Woody's, another bar cited that 
weekend, say they will fight their ci-
tations. 

"We have a new mayor, 
lice chief, new al-
derman, and yet this 
sort of police harass-
ment continues;' said 
Smits. "What sort of 
impression does this 
leave with us? They 
want to come to us, in 
the community, and 
ask for cooperation, or ask the busi-
ness owners to support an increase in 
revenue for the police department:' 

Police Disagree 
Sgt. Kenneth Harris of the MPD 

has a different perspective. Accord-
ing to Harris, most police districts do 
licensed tavern checks by generating 
a random list. 

After repeated attempts by Q Life 
to get the facts surrounding the in-
cidents that weekend, Harris finally 
shared some information verbally. 
"On that weekend, approximately 
65 taverns were raided, and approxi-
mately 29 were cited;' says Harris. 
Since many gay bars are in the same 
police district, he told us that it made 
sense that they were all part of the 
same sting. 

new po-

'We have a new mayor, 
new police chief, 

new alderman, and 
yet this sort of police 

harassment continues. 

While Harris would not provide 
the full list of taverns in print, he 
did read off some of the streets that 
these bars were on: "Clement, Dela-
ware, Grange, Grant, Howell, KK, 
Lapham:' He also named nine bars, 
which he said were part of that week-
end operation. Three of them are gay 
bars and presumably, the other six are 
straight bars. 

Of those six bars, we were only 
able to confirm that one was part of 
the December 10-12 weekend sting. 

Other Communities Complain 
Planet Marky, described by the 

owner, Karen Mace, as a tavern with 
mixed clientele, was another of the 
bars that the MPD claimed was raid-
ed that weekend. However, according 
to Mace that is not what took place. 
Mace says Planet Marky was raided 
not in the middle of December, as 
Harris said, but on November 6, 
2004, in an entirely different opera-

tion. She claimed 
that their bar had 
never been raided 
by the police be-
fore. 

According to 
Mace, the police 
showed up after 
the bar was closed. 

She was unclear on why they came 
and why they called for backup, re-
sulting in four police officers inside 
and more outside, walking around, 
peeking in her windows. According 
to Mace, police said to her, "You're 
not hiding anyone in here, are you?" 
She described the incident, saying, 
"They checked all over the bar, look-
ing under the stairwell and in the 
walk-in cooler:' 

Mace continues, "The only person 
in the bar besides me and three em-
ployees was a young woman who was 
waiting to give her friend, one of the 
bartenders, a ride home:' According 
to Mace, the young woman was nei-
ther drinking nor underage. Yet she 
claims the police issued both her and 
Mace a ticket. 

Mace is distressed that the police 

'What the bars 
in this community have got to 

start doing is uniting and battling 
discrimination at all levels. 

seemed oblivious to safety issues and 
would expect a young woman to wait 
out in the street at 2:30 in the morn-
ing. Mace said of the whole ordeal, 
"To me they were just harassing us, 
they were very belligerent, just look-
ing for something to pin on us." 

Mace plans to contest the ticket. 

A Pattern? 
Do these sorts of actions just affect 

the LGBT community? 
Based on this and some other high 

profile incidents, many think this type 
of behavior is the modus operandi for 
some members of the Milwaukee Po-
lice Department. 

Kaye Young, a bartender who self-
identifies as both African-American 
and Muslim, says she has been pres-
ent in bars and taverns when such 
raids have taken place. Young did 
not cite specific examples for fear of 
the reaction, however, she claims this 
sort of behavior happens in African-
American bars and taverns as well. 

"The gay community is facing the 
same sort of discrimination that our 
community has faced for years;' says 
Young. "What the bars in this com-
munity have got to start doing is 
uniting and battling discrimination 
at all levels. Regardless of whether we 
are African-American, Hispanic or 
white; gay or straight; Muslim, Jewish 
or Christian, we have to say this sort 
of discrimination is no longer accept-
able in our society:" 

Readers might recall the incident 
in 2002 when dozens of officers, with 
guns drawn, entered the El Rey gro-
cery store and tortilla factory under 
the pretense of executing a search 
for drugs. Those drugs turned out to 
be prescription drugs from Canada, 
such as Ampicillin, Naproxen and 
Amoxicillin. Latino and other com-
munity leaders reacted with outrage, 
saying Milwaukee police overreacted 
and abused their power, harassing 
and humiliating store patrons. 

www.queerl ifenews.com 

In that incident, police took the 
videotape from the store's surveil-
lance cameras. 

Video Evidence 
Steve Behl has a video of the inci-

dent at Woody's. Q Life recently ob-
tained a copy. 

Behl says, "It is unclear why it 
happened, but apparently one patron 
reached towards a police officer in 
what the officer took to be a threat-
ening manner. The police officer told 
me he thought the patron was trying 
to steal his police radio. I've asked the 
cops to give me a written report but 
they haven't:' 

According to the report from 
which Harris read, the officer at 
Woody's was confronted by several 
patrons. One of them lifted his jack-
et and knocked the radio from his 
hands. According to Harris, this re-
sulted in two patrons being cited for 
disorderly conduct. Woody's was sub-
sequently shut down for the evening. 
Again, Q Life requested a copy of that 
report. It has not been provided. 

After viewing a videotape of the 
incident, it's unclear to Q Life what 
exactly happened inside Woody's. 
However, it is clear that there was 
some sort of scuffle that led to a pa-
tron being placed on the ground, 
handcuffed and escorted out of the 
bar. It is unclear if the patron was 
ever charged. 

Last Call 
During the writing of this story, the 

office of Milwaukee Chief of Police 
Nannette Hegerty was contacted 
twice for comment on these incidents. 
Hegerty never returned calls to the 
Q Life office. 

As an example of yet another 
curious development, right before 
Q Life's deadline, the office was 
contacted by the MPD and told that 
a police report was waiting for us. 
When we went down to pick up the 
report, we were informed that some 
of the documentation was missing 
and were sent away empty-handed. 

MPD promised a follow-up call. 
Seepage 12 for editorial. 
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'Embracing the Vision and Moving Forward' 

James Pennington Takes the 
Helm at Milwaukee's LGBT Center 
By Jamakaya 

james Pennington, the newly appointed execu-
tive director of the Milwaukee LGBT Commu-

nity Center, is confident he is "in the right place at 
the right time:' 

Filling the shoes of the Center's esteemed found-
ing director, Neil Albrecht, could be a little intimi-
dating for anyone. But Pennington told Queer Life 
that any doubts were dispelled and his commit-
ment was reinforced at an LGBT event over the 
holidays: 

"I enjoyed so much talking with people there, 
listening to everyone. That's probably the part of 
the job I'll enjoy most. I need to design budgets. I 
enjoy supervising staff. I also like goal-setting. But 
I really like the public relations aspect. Hearing the 
dreams of some of the people I met that night was 
really inspiring. Learning about what we can do for 
the community — that's what this job is all about:' 

"We're at a crucial point right now in the his-
tory of the Center:' Pennington said. "The staff has 
grown from one to 12 in a matter of six or seven 
years. We've expanded from a sort of quiet, hidden 
space to a much more public space and to much 
more programming. Finding out what's next is the 
challenge. 

"My job, along with the board and staff, is to 
look, to listen, to visualize where we need to go 
from here. And then to embrace that vision and 
move forward:' 

Coming Out to the Family 
Pennington, 46, was born in Mississippi, but 

moved to Chicago with his family at age 5 and 
grew up on that city's south side. He spoke warmly 
about his family and coming out experience: "My 
mom and I had a discussion early on, when I was 
13 or 14, when she found some things that she 
thought may be identifiers that I was 
a homosexual. I really didn't know 
what she was talking about when 
she confronted me. But I remember 
going back to her at about 18 and 
saying, `You know, that discussion 
we had? It was true. I am!' And then 
her comment was, `Well, it sure is a 
beautiful day today, isn't it?"' 

Even though his parents haven't 
been comfortable talking about it in 
depth, Pennington said his family 
"appreciates who I am and they also 
appreciate the people I've brought into their lives. 
I've had a couple of longer term partnerships, and 
those partners got the best of everything: They got 
the best Christmas gifts; they were treated incred-
ibly well and loved very much by the family." 

His older sister was always supportive, and some 
of his nieces and nephews in Mississippi want him 
to move back south. "They've assured me that they 
know of a lesbian couple living down the road, so 
I shouldn't be worried that I won't fit in," he said 
with a wry chuckle. 

Pennington took a circuitous route to Milwau-
kee, but his education and his experience in minis-
try, social service and administration should serve 
him well at the LGBT Center. 

'My job, along with 
the board and staff, 
is to look, to listen, 

to visualize where we 
need to go from here. 
And then to embrace 
that vision and move 

forward. 

As a young man, he earned a degree in Educa-
tional Psychology from the University of Chicago 
and then obtained a Masters of Divinity, Ethics and 
Philosophy from Washington University and Con-
cordia and Eden Seminaries in St. Louis. 

After being ordained a Lutheran minister, "I did 
campus ministry for about eight years in Lincoln, 
Neb., and then went overseas for a year. I went to 
Russia where I did leadership development and 
HIV/AIDS education:' 

Advocate for Youth and People with AIDS 
When Pennington returned to 

the United States, he came to Wis-
consin to work with international 
students at UW-Stevens Point. He 
learned of a job opportunity with 
the AIDS Resource Center of Wis-
consin (ARCW) and helped open 
the ARCW office in Wausau. 

After a year and a half in Wausau, 
Pennington moved to Milwau-
kee where he managed outreach 
services to gay and other targeted 
communities for ARCW. Then he 

went to Pathfinders, a shelter and support program 
for runaways operated by the Counseling Center 
of Milwaukee. 

"Those four years were instrumental in my per-
sonal and professional growth," Pennington said. "I 
directed the shelter and there was a street outreach 
program that provided therapy services for at-risk 
youth and their families. It was rewarding work, 
and it was an opportunity to really embrace the di-
versity of our community here, because Pathfinders 
served mostly youth and families of color — Afri-
can-American and Latino. It helped to broaden my 
understanding of those communities:' 

From Pathfinders, Pennington went to the AIDS 
Network in Madison as director of services. 

"At AIDS Network," he said, "we were 
fighting to secure our funding, which is 
an ongoing problem in the HIV/AIDS 
community, because funding is either 
the same level it has been over time or 
it's diminished. So I spent a lot of time 
at the capitol advocating for AIDS Net-
wbrk and the HIV-positive community. 
It gave me an opportunity to get to know 
politicians, which has prepared me for 
the position here at the Center." 

The LGBT Center itself cannot be 
politically active due to its tax-exempt, 
charitable status. But its "sister" organi-
zation, Center Advocates, can conduct 
nonpartisan education and lobbying on 
behalf of the LGBT community. 

"The Advocates have been meeting 
with some key community leaders, and 
they'll do some hands-on lobbying work 
at the capitol this month," Pennington 
said. "Milwaukee LGBTs and their allies 
will take a bus to Madison and talk to 
our representatives about the proposed 
anti-marriage amendment, how it's go-
ing to impact our community and our 

state. The Advocates are continuing to network 
with business leaders, religious leaders, and others 
who can be allies and speak on our behalf:' 

An Incredibly Exciting Time 
"It's an incredibly exciting time for the LGBT 

community because of everything that's happening 
politically," said Pennington, who assumed 
his duties at the LGBT Community Center on 
November 15. 

Pennington continued, "As a community — in 
many ways not necessarily by our own choice —
we have been thrown into the forefront, particu-
larly with the last election and the debates over gay 
marriage and civil unions. People are taking one 
side or another. I think that says something to us at 
the Center, that it's time for us to be out there, to be 
more vocal and to he much more visible:' 

When asked how the growing tide of right-wing 
sentiment and religious fundamentalism will affect 
the LGBT community, Pennington said: "In many 
ways. It may affect our funding, possibly making 
it harder to get public funding for LGBT or HIV/ 
AIDS programs. It challenges us to be more out-
spoken, to respond to some of the radical thinking 
of individuals who come from the more conser-
vative Christian-Judeo belief structure. It calls us 
to speak out in large public ways but also in small 
ways — in our personal relationships, one on one, 
with families, neighbors, friends, with those we're 
in relationships with:' 

"My first weeks have been spent looking into 
what kind of programming is really going to meet 
the needs of our LGBT community," Pennington 
said. "At a recent staff meeting, all 12 staff members 
indicated they'd like to see more programming for 
the gaps we currently have. 

"We've got strong programming for those who 
want to have a voice in continued on page 7 
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that, once it's open, it will remain un:
der MPS's control and will receive 
the same funding as other schools. 
Basically, ASM is different from other 
MPS schools, both because it's small-
er and because there's more flexibility 
in teaching. 

Apparently, the planners have re-
ceived overwhelming support and 
encouragement. According to Owen, 
most members of the MPS school 
bpard are very much in support of 
the school and its mission. 

Superintendent William Andreko-
poulos also supports the school: "I'm 
very impressed with the teachers and 
planners, and their dedication to 
serve kids high at risk." He contin-
ues, "We know we must find ways of 
educating all of our children, and the 
people behind this are really commit-
ted:' 

When asked if he knew of any op-
position to ASM, Andrekopoulos re-
plied, "Tell me, what is the opposition 
to a school that serves children who 
have a hard time fitting in?" 

MPS has already created some 
small schools, according to Jennifer 
Wilson, an MPS learning technolo-
gies coordinator who is also on the 
planning team. "The school district 
wants to improve attendance and the 

The idea of a school 
for gay kids may seem 
strange, but it's not 
new. Harvey Milk High 
School in New York 
City serves gay youth 
and appears to have 
a positive impact on 
student achievement. 
graduation rate, and to give students 
a more personal environment where 
they're known by the entire staff:' she 
says. "They recognize that the Alli-
ance School will help those students 
who are dropping out or just not 
showing up because of harassment:' 

Is It a Gay School? 
Owen and another teacher, Ni-

cole Powers, started planning the 
school after seeing many gay stu-
dents who were being harassed or 
bullied. Surprisingly, it isn't just oth-
ei students doing the harassing, but 
according to Owen, some staff also 
participated in humiliating or treat-
ing students poorly based on their 
perceived identity. 

'We want the students 
to interact with the 

adult world and other 
worlds as much 

as possible through 
internships, volunteer 

positions 
and mentoring: 

In some cases, these kids expe-
rienced physical and verbal threats, 
harassment and name-calling. Owen 
recalled a gay girl who was told by a 
security guard, "You're going to hell:' 

Ashley Werner, a bright and per-
sonable 17-year-old junior at Pulaski 
High School, who identifies herself as 
"a queer lesbian!' is looking forward 
to attending the Alliance School. She 
knows firsthand how difficult it is to 
face harassment. "I'm going through 
it right now!' she says. 

She describes other girls in her 
gym class yelling out slurs. "I've had 
death threats and been beaten up for 
being queer:' She's spoken to her gym 
teacher, but, she says, "It's not safe. 
The teachers don't do anything." 

The idea of a school for gay kids 
may seem strange, but it's not new. 
Owen and Wilson cite Harvey Milk 
High School in New York City, which 
serves gay youth, and appears to have 
a positive impact on student achieve-
ment. "They have an amazing 90 per-
cent graduation rate:' says Wilson. 
Owen adds, "Many go on to higher 
education:' 

Wilson says that she and other 
members of the planning team were 
very impressed that MPS Superinten-
dent Andrekopoulos visited Harvey 
Milk High School and met with the 
principal, in order to learn how to 
better support the Alliance School in 
Milwaukee. 

Andrekopoulos speaks of his ex-
perience visiting the school: "What 
did I see? It's important for schools to 
connect to community organizations 
that can help children who are having 
a difficult time. It's important to limit 
enrollment for kids who might have a 
high level of emotional needs:' 

But the Alliance School is not just 
for gay students. 

Owen related concern about a 
goth girl: "She automatically gets sus-
pended more easily and treated more 
harshly:' The planning team says it's 
reaching out to all these kids through 
various contacts and by putting up in-
formation at local hangouts, like the 
coffee shop Node. 

It is immediately evident that ASM 
welcomes all students. "We want it to 
be a place where you can feel com-
fortable to be who you are, whatever 
your beliefs are, however you like to 
dress, whatever color your hair is, 
whoever you are — it's okay, it's good. 
We love that. We love individuality!" 
says Owen. 

School Board Director Morales 
doesn't want the recruitment ef-
fort for LGBT youth watered down. 
She says, "The school will have a re-
ally broad appeal, but I don't want 
the LGBT outreach aspect of it to be 
lost. We've made some progress as a 
district by welcoming gay-straight 
alliances and having a comprehen-
sive anti-discrimination policy for 
both our students and employees, 
but homophobia still exists and our 
kids certainly aren't immune to that:' 
Morales goes on to say we need a safe 
haven for our LGBT kids. 

The School as Community 
The Alliance School is scheduled 

to open as a year-round school, based 
on trimesters. Students will get sever-
al breaks spread out during the year, 
along with a substantial summer 
break. This will keep them connected 
with the adults who are going to be 
important in their lives. 

The planners regard the continu-
ity this provides as key, and the focus 
on making this school a community 
is unmistakable. Wilson defines this 
idea of school-as-community as going 
beyond the staff and the students, in a 
sense, providing a strong network of 
resources and counseling. "We have a 
lot of community partners and that's 
really important to us. We want the 
students to interact with the adult 
world and other worlds as much as 
possible through internships, volun-
teer positions and mentoring," says 
Wilson. 

According to ASM's brochure, 
community partners already on 
board include Pathfinders, Project Q, 
the Counseling Center of Milwaukee, 
PFLAG, the MPS High School Rede-
sign Initiative and others. 

Creative Learning Environment 
In talking about the school, Owen 

and Wilson use terms not always em-
ployed when discussing mainstream 
schools: foundational curriculum, 
expeditionary learning, community 
meetings, inquiry-based instruction 
and peer support groups. 

Tina Owen envisions a small 
home environment with creative 
classes, and students integrating the 
academic parts into real-world, life 
experiences. "We want to get stu-
dents involved in the planning of the 
lessons and everyday ongoings of the 

school — to really empower them to 
take charge of the school!" 

Wilson agrees. "All learning doesn't 
have to take place within the walls of 
the school, and students learn a whole 
lot about themselves when they are in 
different environments, as do we all:' 

Owen is planning for regular com-
munity meetings. Here she hopes the 
school community will come togeth-
er to propose issues or solutions. In 
fact, when a problem arises, she says, 
the group will discuss and decide as 
a whole what solutions should be 
implemented. She expects that the 
community meetings will help the 
students become more involved in 
taking care of each other and them-
selves. 

Other progressive schools nation-
wide use this tool. Owen recently at-
tended such a community meeting. 
She marvels about the effect this had 
on the children. "They were taking 
on responsibility without anyone tell-
ing them to, and the older kids were 
taking care of the younger kids. The 
adults weren't stepping in and saying, 
`No, you can't do that: The older kids 
were the ones saying, ̀ Maybe we need 
to think about this a little more:" 

MPS Director Morales observes, 
"The Alliance School is long overdue 
and I'm grateful for the creativity and 
the courage of the people who orga-
nized it. I'm excited and I think it's 
going to be a fabulous school:' 

The Alliance School is currently 
looking for a location. 
For more information or to learn how to enroll in 
ASM, call 414-475-8899. 

Sura Faraj 
(sfaraj@queerlifenews.com) is 
the associate editor of Q Life. 
She is also an organizer, 
activist, poet and flag dancer. 
She calls Riverwest home and 
headquarters for action. 
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COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
1 150 E. Brady Street, Milwaukee 53202 

Discover Waldorf education 
for the whole child: 

head, heart and hands 

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, January 30, 2005 

I p.m. TO 4 p.m. 
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www.tamarackwaldorf.org 
NOW ENROLLING K3 through Grade 8 
Milwaukee Parental Choice Program School 
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Cream City Foundation 
Announces Search 
for Executive Director 
Milwaukee - The Milwaukee-based 
Cream City Foundation, one of only 
25 national LGBT nonprofit com-
munity foundations in the country, 
is seeking a new visionary executive 
director. 

The executive director serves as 
the chief development and executive 
officer in securing and granting phil-
anthropic support to southeast Wis-
consin's vibrant LGBT community. 

Cream City Foundation (CCF) re-
cently announced the departure of its 
executive director, Jenny Gryniewicz 
who helped transform the founda-
tion into a growing, vital part of the 
LGBT community during the past 
two years. 

"During her tenure, Jenny played a 
pivotal role in increasing the visibility 
of CCF and she was key in the turn-
around plan for PrideFest 2004≥' said 
Denise Wise, president of the board 
of directors of the foundation. 

Gryniewicz now will be working 
with the Milwaukee Wave as director 
of ticket sales and community rela-
tions. "I accepted a position that al-
lows me to try new experiences and 
will expose me to challenges and op-
portunities which I have only dreamt 
about," said Gryniewicz, who has also 
worked with the Milwaukee Bucks 
organization. 

Cream City Foundation has de-
veloped a strategy for recruitment of 
its new executive director that begins 
in January. "A search committee is in 
place and we are moving quickly, yet 
strategically;' Wise said. "We see this 

Joan Hilty 

as an opportunity for the next phase 
of growth for CCF." 

The CCF strategic plan calls for 
increased emphasis on major donor 
gifts and planned giving in 2005. in 
addition, the board is considering 
the creation of donor-advised funds 
in which contributors donate to the 
foundation and maintain control over 
the disbursements of their funds. This 
form of charitable giving is the fastest 
growing tool in philanthropy among 
community foundations around the 
country, according to statistics by the 
Council on Foundations. 

Candidates must demonstrate a 
proven track record in grassroots 
nonprofit leadership and manage-
ment; fiscal management; fund de-
velopment from all major philan-
thropic sectors; communications and 
marketing expertise; capacity build-
ing; granting; endowment and major 
gifts development; and strategic and 
annual planning. The executive di-
rector must be passionate about ad-
vocacy, health and socio-economic 
issues facing the LGBT community. 
CCF's funding is a catalyst for change 
and the ED must track grantee results 
while building collaborative working 
relationships across diverse LGBT 
and allied communities. 

Cream City Foundation is a mem-
ber of the Donors Forum of Wiscon-
sin, a regional association of grant-
makers. 

For more information on the po-
sition or how to apply, contact Clau-
dia Guzman by January 24, at 414-
221-9500. For more information on 
Cream City Foundation, visit the 
CCF Web site at www.1gbtgiving.org/ 
foundations/cream.htm. 

US Soldier Kills 
Iraqi Gay Teen 
After Sex 
Raleigh, NC - A U.S. National Guards-
man who pleaded guilty to killing 
a 17-year-old Iraqi said he shot the 
young man 11 times after they had 
sex in a guard tower, a North Caro-
lina newspaper reports, citing court-
martial records. 

Pte. Federico Daniel Merida, 21, 
pleaded guilty to murder without pre-
meditation and other charges during 
a court martial in Iraq in September. 

Merida was sentenced September 
25 to 25 years in prison and reduced 
in rank and will be dishonorably 
discharged. He is being held at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, a Leavenworth 
spokeswoman said. 

U.S. army officials at Forward Op-
erating Base Danger, where the court 
martial was held in Iraq, had with-
held details of the case. 

However, the News & Observer 
newspaper of Raleigh reported that 
records said Merida and the Iraqi 
were on guard duty May 11 in a tow-
er on the perimeter of an army camp 
near Tikrit in northern Iraq. At about 
10:30 p.m. local time, Merida shot the 
teen 11 times with his carbine. 

Merida first told investigators the 
teen demanded money at gunpoint. 
Later, he said he killed the boy because 
he forced him to have sex. In a third 
interview, Merida said he was angry 
after the two had consensual sex. 

Merida also pleaded guilty to two 
counts of giving false statements. 

Merida apologized to the victim's 
family during the court martial, re-
cords said. 

"He was a son, a brother, some-
one very important to them;' Merida 
said. "I took someone they loved and 
cared for:' 

Merida, who was born in Vera-
cruz, Mexico, has a wife and son. He 
was a member of the 113th Field Ar-
tillery Battalion's Battery B, based in 
Monroe, N.C. 

Queer local, state, national and glob 

PrideFest 
Seeks HAPPENINGS 

Web Site Proposals 
Milwaukee - PrideFest, Wisconsin's 
largest lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) festival, an-
nounced today a request for proposals 
to develop, host and maintain the fes-
tival's Web site, www.pridefest.com. 
The RFP became available Monday, 
January 3, 2005. Proposals must be 
mailed to PrideFest and postmarked 
by January 14, 2005. 

In November, the PrideFest Task 
Force partnered with ENTECH to 
identify and refine the festival's Web 
site needs. ENTECH, which is housed 
on the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee campus, specializes in pro-
viding unbiased technology support 
services to nonprofit organizations. 
ENTECH staff assisted the Task 
Force in developing the scope of ser-
vices for the Web site. Plans involve 
creating a new design and building in 
the potential for new services and in-
creased interactivity on the site. 

"The Web site plays a critical role in 
sharing news about festival develop-
ments, recruiting volunteers, selling 
tickets and reinforcing the PrideFest 
brand: said Paul Williams, PrideFest 
Task Force member. "We are seeking 
to design a new site that will meet the 
specific needs of the festival as it de-
velops and grows." 

PrideFest is currently running a 
temporary Web site that will be up-
dated periodically until it is replaced 
by the new site. Work with the new 
site developer will begin February 
1 with plans for the site to be com-
pleted before PrideFest begins heavy 
promotion of the 2005 festival. 

Persons interested in respond-
ing to the RFP can receive a copy by 
contacting PrideFest at 414-272-3378 
(FEST) or rfp@pridefest.com 

Responses must be postmarked 
by January 14, 2005, and mailed to 
PrideFest , P.O. Box 511763, Milwau-
kee, WI 53203. 
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PENNINGTON continued from page 3 
politics through the Center Advo-
cates. We have strong programming 
regarding hate crimes and same-sex 
violence through our Anti-Violence 
Project. Project Q is an incredibly 
strong youth program serving many 
African-American youth. But there's 
a gap from 19 years old on, where 
there's really not solid program-
ming for young adults. And others 
have asked for more programming 
for adults in their 30s, 40s, 50s and 
above, helping to build communities 
within the community" 

Pennington said that another goal 
is diversifying outreach. "I think a par-
ticular population we are not reaching 
is the growing Latino population of 
Milwaukee. Finding new ways to reach 
out to that community to provide for 
their needs will be a concern of ours:' 

'It's time for us 
to be out there, 
to be more vocal, 
and to be much 
more visible: 

Next Genera-
tion' Community 
Center 

Meanwhile, the 
LGBT Center's 
lease at 315 W 
Court St. expires in 
about 18 months, 
and the facilities 
committee has be-
gun assessing its 
future needs. Ac-
cording to Pennington, "The hope 
is that the facility we have two years 
and four years and ten years from 
now can meet those needs. 

"Is it a good, central location? Is it 
warm and embracing of the commu-
nity? Do we need a different design 
or layout? Do we need a completely 
different place?" 

Options include continuing at the 
Court Street location (where the Cen-
ter leases about 10,000 square feet), 
or possibly purchasing that building 
or another. Pennington and the com-
mittee will be seeking input about the 
"next generation" community center 
throughout the coming year. 

Another goal is building stron-
ger community collaborations. "The 
Center has been seen sometimes as 

Help Defeatthe Constitutional Ban 
on Civil Unions and Marriage 

Milwaukee LGBT Community 
Center Gives You Two Ways 
to Fight Back: 

• Statewide Lobby Day in Madison 
Thursday, January 27th 2005 

Bus leaves from Milwaukee LGBT Center 
at 8:00am and returns at 6:00pm. 

Talk to your state representatives 
in Madison in person. 

Action Wisconsin provides the training 
and organizes the day. 

RSVP to Patrick (414) 271-2656 x112 
to reserve your space. 

• Valentine's Day Rally 
against the Amendment 
Sponsored by Milwaukee "No on the 
Amendment" Coalition 

Monday, February 14, 5:00pm - 6:15pm 

Milwaukee City Hall Rotunda 

200 E. Wells Street 

Milwaukee LGBT Community Center 
315 W. Court Street I Milwaukee, WI 53212 
414.271.26561 www.mkelgbt.org 

Milwaukee LGBT Community Center 

kind of an island, not always good at 
playing with other people unless we 
were the lead agency," Pennington ex-
plained. "We're trying to change that 
model, because it only makes sense 
that when we work together we're go-
ing to be stronger:' 

The goals of expanded program-
ming, outreach, staff and community 
relations require increased financing, 
a special challenge at a time of gov-
ernment and foundation cutbacks. 

Pennington acknowl-
edged that "ambitious 
and creative" fundrais-
ing efforts are needed to maintain the 
current annual budget of $750,000 
and to surpass it in years to come. 

"It's been amazing to see how 
much this organization has grown 
and how influential it's become in 
just seven years:' Pennington said. 
"I feel honored — and humbled as 
well — by the responsibility I have in 
moving it forward." 

"I really like Milwaukee," said Pen-
nington, who moved back to the city 
from Madison in November. "There 
are great restaurants and there's a 
great performing arts scene. It's an 
easy city to get around in. And I love 
the lake here; it's much more acces-
sible than the lakefront in Chicago:' 
An admitted "coffee-holic," he espe-
cially enjoys the many coffee shops 
on the east side. continued on page 34 

HAPPENINGS 

California Domestic Partner 
Law Effective Jan. 1 
San Francisco, CA - A California law 
granting same-sex couples nearly 
identical legal rights and responsi-
bilities as married spouses went into 
effect New Year's Day. 

The law expands legislation 
passed in 1999 that allowed Califor-
nia gay and lesbian couples to regis-
ter as domestic partners. In 2001 the 
Legislature gave registered partners 
the right to make medical decisions 
for incapacitated partners, to sue for 
a partner's wrongful death and to 
adopt a partner's child. 

Under the new law, most of the 
other rights and responsibilities of 
marriage are added. These include: 
community property, mutual re-
sponsibility for debt, parenting rights 
and obligations such as custody and 
support, and the ability to claim a 
partner's body after death. 

The law does not allow for joint tax 
filing and certain other protections 
under state law, and does not 
provide access to over 1,000 federal 
protections that married couples 
enjoy. 

The Domestic Partners Rights 
and Responsibility Act is considered 
by most LGBT civil rights advocates 
as a stopgap measure until the right 
to marry is granted in California. 

The new law survived a lawsuit 
brought by two of the conservative 
groups also fighting suits over gay 
marriage in the state. 

Lawyers for the two groups sought 
to have the law declared illegal, claim-

ing it violates the spirit and intent of 
a 2000 ballot initiative approved by 
voters that holds California will only 
recognize unions between a man and 
a woman as valid. 

In September Sacramento Su-
perior Court Judge Loren E. Mc-
Master said that there is nothing in 
the language of Proposition 22 that 
"restrict [sj the grant of rights and 
benefits to persons who have regis-
tered as domestic partners, even if 
those rights closely parallel the rights 
enjoyed by married couples." 

Meanwhile the marriage issue 
continues to work its way through 
the court system. This month San 
Francisco County Superior Court 
Judge Richard Kramer heard argu-
ments from both sides. Kramer has 
asked to see additional written argu-
ments by January 14th and is not ex-
pected to issue a ruling until possibly 
April. Ultimately it will be up to the 
California Supreme Court to rule on 
same-sex marriage unless the Legis-
lature acts before then. 

Assembly Member Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) will re-introduce 
legislation in the upcoming session 
that would allow same-sex couples 
to marry. 

Also effective January 1, under 
another California law affecting 
same-sex couples it is now illegal for 
insurance companies to offer health 
insurance benefits that do not also 
cover the domestic partners of gay 
and lesbian employees. 
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Special Touch 
Massages 

FULL BODY MASSAGE TECHNIQUE 

PRIVATE 1-1.5 HOUR SESSIONS 
• Deep Tissue 
• Swedish 

Aroma Therapy 
• Pure Relaxation 
$5 OFF WITH AD 

C.M.T. SHELDON 
414.224.7081 

Mon.-Fri. 12 pm - 9 pm 
Saturday 12 pm - 6 pm 

Serving Milwaukee Downtown & Eestside Areas & Hotels 

L] VISA , Gift Certificates 
Available 

Individual 
Income Tax 

&ee wood 
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Evening and weekend appointments 
CALL 4 14-372-9663 

or email me from my web site 
for appointments 

www. I 040.com/billwood 
Moue to Wisconsin this year? 

I have forms available for all states* 
"When I prepare your current Wisconsin 

and federal tax returns I will also do 
the prior resident state at no cost, 
as a welcome to Wisconsin gift-

tell your friends" 
*including confusion-

tax questions answered by phone 

MAKE SAFER SEX A 
PART OF YOUR FUN 

IN THE SNOW 

Don't be a flake! 
Get tested regularly 

for syphilis and HIV 

T ► 
Specialties 

Clinic, I c. 
The "GET POKED" People 

3251 N Holton, Milwaukee 
414-264-8800 

Arkansas to Appeal 
Gay Foster Ruling 

Little Rock, Arkansas — An Arkansas 
judge has lifted a statewide ban on 
placing foster children in homes with 
a gay resident, ruling that the state 
agency behind the enforcement had 
overstepped its authority by trying to 
regulate "public morality:' 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union's Arkansas affiliate brought the 
case to court, arguing that the regu-
lation violated gays' equal protection 
rights. The state vowed to appeal the 
ruling, issued by Judge Timothy Fox. 

The ruling struck down a 1999 
regulation of the Child Welfare Agen-
cy Review Board that said gays can-
not become foster parents and foster 
children cannot be placed in a home 
inhabited by a gay person. 

While the ban has kept gay people 
from fostering children, Arkansas 
has no law barring gay adoption. 

The ACLU had argued the regula-
tion violates the equal-protection rights 
of gays. Fox instead took issue with the 
ban's failure to "promote the health, 
safety and welfare of children," which 
the Arkansas Legislature had given the 
review board the power to regulate. 

Fox said the law seeks to regulate 
"public morality," something the board 
was not given the authority to do. 

"The testimony and evidence over-
whelmingly showed that there was no 
rational relationship between the... 
blanket exclusion [of gays] and the... 
health and safety of foster children," 
Fox said in a statement. 

ACLU Arkansas chapter director 
Rita Sklar considered the ruling a 
victory. 

"Throughout this case, the state 
has relied on ugly stereotypes to 
deny children in the Arkansas foster 
care system the chance of having the 
widest possible pool of foster fami-
lies available to them," Sklar said in 
a statement released by the ALCU. 
"We're very pleased that the court 
saw through these arguments and 

has recognized that gay and lesbian 
people can provide homes just as lov-
ing and stable as anyone else's." 

According to the ACLU, Fox's 
findings additionally concluded that 
children of gay and lesbian parents 
are just as well-adjusted as children 
of straight parents. His ruling de-
termined that being raised by gay 
parents does not put children at risk 
for psychological, behavioral, or aca-
demic problems. 

The state's head lawyer, Kathy L. 
Hall, said the statement never ques-
tioned the health and safety of fos-
ter children but suggested children 
needed normalcy because of disrup-
tions in their lives. 

Arkansas' specific ban on foster-
ing is unique. A Florida ban on gay 
adoption was recently upheld in a 
federal court and an appeal by the 
ACLU is currently pending before 
the Supreme Court. Utah and Mis-
sissippi also restrict gay adoption —
Mississippi's law restricts couples but 
not gay or lesbian individuals. Utah's 
state ban bars any unmarried cohab-
iting couple, gay or straight, from 
adopting or fostering children. 

Fox heard extensive testimony in 
the Arkansas case over the past year. 
Several board members testified 
that they had personal problems 
with the idea of gays and lesbians 
engaging in sex. 

In trial, Hall said hearing about 
homosexuality was different than 
"knowing it's going on in the room 
next door:' 

Fox cited testimony of psycholo-
gists and sociologists that gay and les-
bian people can be as loving and car-
ing foster parents as heterosexuals. 

Hall suggested the regulation 
could be preserved even if an appeal 
fails, suggesting lawmakers rewrite 
the board's powers "to give it author-
ity to regulate the health, safety, wel-
fare and morality of children:' 

E'S LC10C KS 
(A Division of Streamline Home Improvements, LLC) 

Insured • Professional • Reliable • Experienced 

• Master Key Systems • Installation/Repair 
• Rekeying • Deadbolts 
• Duplicating • High Security 

Contact Joseph A. Calarco 
today for your commercial or residential needs 

(414) 258-8166 
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AIDS Treatment in One Daily Pill 
Trenton, NJ - Two drug companies 
announced Monday they will col-
laborate on developing the first all-
in-one, once-a-day pill to treat HIV 
infection — a long-sought goal that 
would make it much easier for pa-
tients to stick with their medication. 

Currently, the best AIDS treat-
ment requires patients to take two to 
four pills a day. Less than a decade 
ago, many patients had to take 25 to 
30 pills a day, often at precise times 
and under specific 
conditions such as 
with food, making 
it extremely difficult 
for patients to stick to 
the complex sched-
ule. Missing doses 
makes it easier for 
the virus to mutate 
and become resistant 
to medication. 

In the first collab-
oration by competing 

AIDS drug makers, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Co. and Gilead Sciences Inc. 
formed a joint venture to test and 
market a single pill combining three 
widely used medicines from two dif-
ferent classes of AIDS drugs. 

Because the three individual 
drugs already are on the market, 
the once-a-day combination could 
be approved and on sale as soon as 
the second half of 2006, said David 
Rosen, a spokesman for Bristol-My-

ers Squibb. 
"To have it all 

in a single pill 
is terrific≥' Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, 
director of the 
National Institute 
of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, 
told The Associated 
Press. 

The combina-
tion pill will in-

elude Sustiva, made by Bristol-My-
ers Squibb. It also will include two 
AIDS drugs made by Gilead Scienc-
es of Foster City, California: Viread 
and Emtriva. 

The latter two drugs are from the 
same class of AIDS drugs, but they 
block copying of the AIDS virus 
at two different points early in its 
replication cycle. Sustiva is from a 
different class of drugs and attacks 
the virus later in the cycle. 

"It's the first time ever that 
two companies with competing 
products have worked together:' 
said Dr. Michael Saag, director of 
the AIDS Center at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham. "This is 
something patient advocates and a 
lot of physicians have been pushing 
for for over a decade." 

Fauci also said such partnerships 
are crucial. 

"We hope it's the beginning of 
future collaborations," he said. 

Parents Try to Oust Gay 
Couple's Kids from School 
California - A group of parents and 
parishioners has accused the Roman 
Catholic diocese of Orange County 
of violating church doctrine by al-
lowing a gay couple to enroll their 
children in a Catholic school. 

The group has demanded that 
St. John the Baptist School in Costa 
Mesa accept only families that pledge 
to abide by Catholic teachings. That 
would likely bar the men's two adopt-
ed boys from attending the school's 
kindergarten because of church op-
position to relationships and adop-
tion by same-sex couples. 

"This is not a radical or mean-
spirited approach to Catholic educa-
tion," the group told the school in a 
letter reviewed by the Los Angeles 
Times. "It is a straightforward assur-
ance to any prospective parent that 
their child will be taught the fullness 
of Roman Catholic doctrine." 

School officials, however, rejected 
demands for a parental covenant last 
week and issued a new policy stating 
that a family's background "does not 
constitute an absolute obstacle to en-
rollment in the school:' 

"I firmly believe that this policy 
is in line with the teaching of the 
Catholic Church," Rev. Martin Ben-
zoni, who oversees the 550-student 
elementary and middle school, told 

the Times. 
Rev. Gerald M. Horan, superin-

tendent of schools operated by the 
diocese, suggested that hewing too 
closely to Catholic beliefs would 
mean banning children whose par-
ents divorced, used birth control or 
married outside the church. 

"This is the quagmire that the par-
ents' position represents:' Horan said. 
"It's a slippery slope to go down." 

The boys' fathers, who enrolled 
their children at the beginning the 
school year, declined to comment to 
the Times. 

The decision outraged some par-
ents, with several promising to ask 
the Vatican to intervene and threat-
ening to switch schools. 

"The teachings of the church 
seem to have been abandoned," said 
parent John R. Nixon. "We send our 
children to a Catholic school be-
cause we expect and demand that the 
teachings of our church will be ad-
hered to. If our Catholic school is no 
longer teaching and living Catholic 
doctrine, we might as well send our 
children to public schools." 

Others worried the boys' atten-
dance would set a precedent, por-
traying it as part of a larger effort by 
the gay community to change church 
strictures. 

"The boys are being used as pawns 
by these men to further their agen-
da:' said Monica Sii, who has four 
children at the school. 

At least a handful of similar dis-
putes have occurred around the 
country, according to Rev. Jim 
Schexnayder of the National Asso-
ciation of Catholic Diocesan Les-
bian and Gay Ministries. In Oregon, 
a lesbian couple has sued a Catholic 
school that rejected their daughter. 

Some parents backed the school's 
position. 

"Let he who is without sin cast the 
first stone said Katie Flores, whose 
daughter is a classmate of the boys. 

Even so, the group of parents 
planned to continue pressing their 
demands. 

"We're taking a stand for the 
faith:' said parent Ken Stashik. "This 
is much larger than what's going on 
in a small Catholic school in a small 
town:' 

Lesbian 
Pastor Appeals 
Defrocking 

HAPPENINGS 

Philadelphia, PA - A Methodist 
minister who was defrocked for 
declaring that she is a lesbian living 
with her partner is taking her case 
to a church appeals court. 

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud 
of Philadelphia was ousted Decem-
ber 2 for violating the United Meth-
odist Church's law against "self-
avowed practicing homosexuals" in 
the clergy. 

Stroud said one factor in her 
decision to appeal was something 
retired Bishop Joseph Yeakel, who 
presided at her church trial, said af-
ter the verdict. Yeakel told her, "The 
day will come when the church 
apologizes for this decision." 

Stroud was tried by her own 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. 
The case now goes to an appeals 
panel of the Northeastern Jurisdic-
tion, which covers 12 states and the 
District of Columbia. 

At the trial, Yeakel barred tes-
timony from six Stroud witnesses 
who oppose the Methodist ban, 
citing both legal and theological ar-
guments. But the six filed material 
that is part of the trial record, and 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction will 
review that. 

Stroud wants the appeals panel to 
consider that Methodist law, known 
as the Book of Discipline, "calls us 
as a church to stand against every 
form of discrimination" and "treat 
all people as equally loved by God." 

"When you look at those provi-
sions of the Discipline and some of 
the prohibitions on homosexual-
ity, you have to make a choice she 
said. 

If the Northeastern Jurisdic-
tion decides trial procedures were 
mistaken, it could direct a second 
Pennsylvania trial, Yeakel said. It 
could also refer questions on inter-
pretation of Methodist law to the 
church's national Judicial Council. 

The case originated last year 
when Stroud announced her same-
sex partnership in a sermon. At 
the trial, an all-clergy jury voted 
12-1 that she was guilty of violat-
ing Methodist law. In a subsequent 
penalty phase, jurors voted to de-
frock her by 7-6. 

Philadelphia's First United Meth-
odist Church of Germantown has 
continued to employ Stroud as a lay 
worker. 
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Penguins Find Gay Love 
New York City - Roy and Silo aren't 
alone. Earlier this year newspapers 
reported on the two male penguins 
at New York's Central Park Zoo who 
are completely devoted to each other 
and for the past six years have been 
inseparable. 

Now, researchers from Japan say 
they've found a number of same-sex 
pairs of penguins at aquariums in 
Japan. 

The Kyoto news agency reports that 
Keisuke Ueda, professor of behavioral 
ecology at Rikkyo University in To-
kyo, found about 20 same-sex pairs at 
16 major aquariums and zoos. 

Like Roy and Silo they shun 
female companionship, build a nest 
together, and have sex. Apparently, 
lots of sex. 

Roy and Silo have even tried to 
have offspring. Their chief keeper, 
Rob Gramzay, says that the couple 
put a rock simulating an egg in their 
nest and sat on it, keeping it warm in 
the folds of their abdomens. 

Gramzay finally gave them a fertile 
egg that needed care to hatch. Things 
went perfectly. Roy and Silo sat on it 
for the typical 34 days until a chick, 
Tango, was born. For the next two 
and a half months they raised Tango, 
keeping her warm and feeding her 
food from their beaks until she could 
go out into the world on her own. 

Zoologists will quickly point out 
that it is an over simplification to say 
they are gay, but exactly what binds 
these pairs is a mystery. Ueda believes 
he has the answer. 

Homosexual behavior 
had been documented in 

some 450 species. 
He says that it appears to be the 

result of an imbalance between the 
numbers of male and female birds. 

Penguins in captivity "may be 
more likely to form same-sex pairs" 
due to the difficulty of finding part-
ners of the opposite sex, Ueda told 
the news service. 

Animal sexuality is a relatively new 
field. The first book on the subject, 
"Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape pub-
lished in 1995, unleashed a torrent 
of condemnation from the Christian 
right. 

In 1999, Bruce Bagemihl published 
"Biological Exuberance: Animal Ho-
mosexuality and Natural Diversity." 
It provided an overview of schol-

arly studies of same-sex behavior in 
animals. Bagemihl said homosexual 
behavior had been documented in 
some 450 species. The book was cited 
by the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation and other groups in a "friend 
of the court" brief submitted to the 
Supreme Court in Lawrence v. Tex-
as, the case that led to the Supreme 
Court striking down the Texas anti-
sodomy law. 

Hello, Madison! Carving Out a Niche for a Broader Presence 
By John Quinlan 

1
 t's a great privilege to begin a col-
umn for Q Life that will provide a 
vehicle for OutReach and others 

in Madison to get out the word about 
our programs and special events. 
My goal is clear: I want to begin to 
carve out a niche for a broader Madi-
son presence in this exciting and dy-
namic new publication. As executive 
director of OutReach and a longtime 
community activist, I'm thrilled to 
welcome the presence of a publica-
tion that can keep us all informed at a 
time when LGBT people and our al-
lies statewide must work together as 
never before. 

We not only face the imminent 
threat of a state constitutional amend-
ment that could wipe away decades of 
advancements here, in the first state 
to offer protections against discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orien-
tation. We also live in a time of sig-
nificant backlash, when LGBT people 
are being scapegoated by people with 
a much broader, and much more sin-
ister, extremist agenda. We see the 
evidence of this backlash each day in 
our work at OutReach, as evidenced 
by increasing levels of homophobic 
harassment in the schools, increas-
ing incidents of discrimination in the 
workplace, and through incidents of 
violence against us. For this and oth-
er reasons, it's a stressful time for us 
all, a time in which we must draw to-
gether to find hope and inspiration. 

It's at times like these that we need 
the support of organizations that 
build "community." I say this, recog-
nizing that LGBT people have always 
had a love-hate relationship with that 
word. At an LGBT town meeting in 
Madison two years ago, we spent our 

first full hour affirming that we are 
not a monolithic "LGBT communi-
ty:' that we are, perhaps, not a com-
munity at all, but simply a gathering 
of diverse sub-communities and in-
dividuals who place a high value on 
our individual and cultural distinc-
tiveness. As the facilitator moved the 
discussion into the common ground 
of what we could achieve together, 
however, a seemingly contradictory 
belief was also made clear: People 
wanted to create a larger more inclu-
sive community center where virtual-
ly all of our organizations would have 
a shared home, and where we could 
explore the many benefits of a com-
fortable, safe space together. 

That sounds like a contradiction, 
but it's not really. It's reflective of an 
ironic, but very real, dissonance that 
lies at the heart of our movement. 
And, ultimately, I believe it's a dichot-
omy we can all live with: We can dis-
cover the power of community while 
also being true to ourselves, our di-
verse backgrounds and our multiple 
identities. 

On New Year's Eve, almost a thou-
sand of us gathered together at Mad-
ison's Overture Center in supportive 
community to celebrate the arrival 
of the New Year at OutReach's Pink 
Party "Gathered together in support-
ive community" — it's a phrase worth 
repeating and cherishing. 

For most of the people I know 
— for reasons personal, professional 
and political — 2004 was a pretty 
rough year. That kind of year is par-
ticularly tough on those who are fac-
ing life challenges in isolation, with-
out the support of people who care 
about them and understand what 

they're going through. My heart goes 
out to LGBTQ young people — and 
others of all ages — who experience 
the heightened pain, fear and self-
loathing that goes with living in the 
closet. There are many reasons why 
coming out — being true to yourself 
and those around you about who you 
are at the core — is such an important 
passage for many of us, and one with 
universal resonance. From a political 
perspective, it's a way to build bridges 
of understanding on the road to po-
litical change. 

Coming out is 
even more funda-
mentally impor-
tant personally and 
interpersonally, 
however, because 
it's in that process 
that we truly dis-
cover the power of 
supportive com-
munity — the power of our common 
experience, empathy, and uncondi-
tional love for one another. Concen-
tric circles of supportive community 
radiate outward from each of us, in 
contexts both close to home, and in 
our connections to a larger world 
community. 

In the last month, in a resounding 
worldwide response •to the natural 
disaster in south Asia, people every-
where have experienced a very real 
sense of global community. Closer to 
home, despite the conventional wis-
dom that says that the forces of the 
radical religious right are succeeding 
in deepening divisions and drawing 
us further apart, I see this as only a 
temporary detour on the road to a 
much more inevitable destination, 

one where the 
world's people 
grow closer, not 
farther apart. 

In 2005, I see 
people hungering to build a world in 
which the authenticity of our individ-
ual identities and cultural distinctive-
ness will begin to comfortably exist 
side-by-side with the daily revelation 
of our shared humanity. The world is 
growing smaller, and through further 
education and understanding, we can 
overcome prejudice and misunder-
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The world is growing smaller, and 
through further education and 

understanding, we can overcome 
prejudice and misunderstanding 

and find common ground. 
standing and find common ground. 
We can get through the rough times 
together — and ultimately, that's what 
community is all about. 

Best wishes to you in discovering 
that sense of community for yourself, 
and for a 2005 filled with exciting 
new possibilities. This new publica-
tion can be an important catalyst to 
'the creation of a truly statewide sup-
portive community for LGBT people 
and our allies. 
if you're in the greater Madison area and 

would like to contribute your talents as a 
writer or photographer, please contact Q 
Life at qopinions@queerlifenews.com. 

John Quinlan is the executive director of OutReach, 
greater Madison's LGBT community center, and a 
longtime community activist and journalist. 
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36 Sri Lankan Gay-Activists Dead in Tsunami's Wake 
Sri Lanka - The December 26 tsu-
nami killed 36 members of the Sri 
Lankan gay organization Compan-
ions on a Journey. Twelve additional 
members remain unaccounted for. 
One hundred twelve of the group's 
members had their homes destroyed 
by the waves. 

"These are numbers that we have 
received so far:' said Sherman de 
Rose, the group's executive director. 
"The coastal line which the tour-
ists frequent is destroyed entirely. 
So, along with it, whatever the gay-
friendly places were, were destroyed 
as well. Mind you, we didn't have any 
out and open gay/lesbian spaces, al-
though it was accepted in tourist ar-
eas where a lot of LGB tourists from 
Western Europe and Scandinavian 
countries visit for holidays:' 

"Fortunately for the gay communi-
ty," de Rose said, "the tsunami didn't 
make its appearance in the evening; 
otherwise lots of gays cruising along 
the beaches would have perished." 

Companions has received many 
requests for assistance and offers of 
help. 

"It's amazing how -the gays and 
lesbians responded to the calamity:' 
de Rose said. "Many volunteered 
with relief work and donated to relief 
programs. We have received many 
calls from gay/lesbian people who 
wanted to support the affected in any 
possible way. 

"We have also received lots of 
requests from affected members 
to assist them with building their 
destroyed shelters. We have donated 
clothing, dry rations, cooked food, 
water and medicine. Our principal 

donor, Hivos-Netherlands, has 
informed us that we could utilize 
some of the funds they have provided 
for HIV/AIDS- and sexuality-related 
activities for relief purposes." 

The executive director of the Sri 
Lankan "LGBTIQ" organization 
Equal Ground, Rosanna Flamer-
Caldera, said: "The magnitude of the 
catastrophe that affected Sri Lanka 
on Boxing Day is something that 
is hardly describable. Members of 
Equal Ground have not only given of 
their time and energy to volunteer for 
relief efforts, but also have spent their 
own monies buying essentials like 
medicine and food, and donating it to 
the larger organizations sending the 
trucks to the north, east and south." 

Flamer-Caldera said, "Many of the 
gay `spaces' in the south and also in 
Negombo to the north of Colombo 
were damaged or wiped our by the 
tsunami. ... This horrible, horrible di-
saster has knocked Sri Lanka so bad 
that it will take years and years to re-
build:' 

In Indonesia, gay groups have 
been unable to get any information 
from the most-affected areas. 

"We don't know about the ef-
fect of the tsunami on gay people in 
Aceh and North Sumatra," said Dede 
Oetomo, head of GAYa NUSAN-
TARA. "We never had any organized 
contact in Aceh or the island of Nias 
in North Sumatra, which have been 
hardest-hit. 

"Medan, the major city on the 
eastern coast with a sizeable gay pop-
ulation, was spared due to its distance 
from the epicenter:' Oetomo said. 
"The good news is that gay organiza-

tions are involved in fundraising and 
collecting donations together with 
other community groups." 

In Thailand, the gay resort of 
Phuket was hard-hit. It has many gay 
guest houses, restaurants, bars, shops 
and coffeehouses. But, according to 
Ulf Mikaelsson and Borje Carlsson, 
two Swedes who run the Connect 
Guest House and Coffee Bar, most 
of the gay businesses are "far enough 
from the beach to be untouched by 
the tragedy." 

"The day of the tsunami disaster, 
the Connect, with its satellite televi-
sion connection, was one of the only 
sources of news coverage of the trag-
edy as it unfolded;' the couple wrote 
in an e-mail. "Scores of native and 
foreign gays gathered around the 
mounted television and ate, drank and 
bonded with each other as news came 
in as to the losses being sustained." 

"Right now, the Phuket gay com-
munity is busy raising funds for those 
Thais and foreigners who suffered in-
jury and loss due to the tidal wave 
the couple said. "It will take some 
months to clean up and rebuild the 
beach area, but everything else on 
the island, 500 yards or more from 
the beach, is exactly as it was — un-
touched by the tsunami. ... If you want 
to help us in Patong, do not cancel 
your tour to Patong Beach. Now more 
than ever we need your support." 

Carlsson described his own expe-
rience of the tsunami. 

"It was a clear blue sky and we 
were having our morning coffee 
at Connect when we heard people 
screaming that the beach had disap-
peared;' he said. "When I got close to 

• 

the beach I heard more 
screaming and sudden-
ly I saw this huge wave, 
taller than the palm trees, coming 
to crash down on us. ... We rushed 
into a hotel as the huge wave rolled 
into Patong Beach. The giant wave 
flooded the lobby within seconds and 
dragged furniture onto the street. I 
had to wrap myself around a pillar 
to avoid being swept away. As I was 
standing there, a car actually floated 
into the lobby and overturned be-
cause the current was so strong. The 
water was up to my chest and I was 
holding on to my boyfriend's hand 
because he can't swim." 

"It's a strange feeling to walk from 
one side of Rath-U-Thit road to the 
other," Carlsson said. "On one side 
it looks like a war zone and on the 
other side nothing has changed." 

HAPPENINGS 

TO HELP: 
SRI LANKA 
Companions on a Journey, 46/50 Robert 
Drive, Robert Gunawardhane Mawatha, 
Colombo-06, Sri Lanka. 
Telephone: 011-94-11-251-4680 
Fax: 011-94-11-555-7660. 
E-mail: sherman@sri.lanka.net. 
Web: www.companions-lanka.org 

INDONESIA 
GAYa NUSANTARA, Jalan Mojo Kidul I 
No. 11-A, Surabaya 60285, Indonesia. 
Telephone/fax: 011-62-31-591-4668. 
Cell phone: 011-62-811-311-743. 
E-mail: doetomo@indo.net.id. 

THAILAND 

E-mail: connect@beachpatong.com. 

Web: www.beachpatong.com 

Accused Killers of Homeless Man May Face Death Penalty 
Prosecutor Calls Attack A Hate Crime 
Waverly, OH - Two men accused in 
the beating death of a 39-year-old 
homeless man face new charges that 
carry the death penalty. 

Pike County Prosecutor Rob 
Junk now says the October 2, 2004, 
death of Daniel Fetty is a hate crime, 
carried out partly because the victim 
was gay. 

Martin Baxter, 28, of Waverly, 
and co-defendant Matthew Ferman, 
22, of Waverly, pleaded not guilty on 
Friday to new aggravated murder 
charges. 

A third man, James Trent Jr., 19, of 
Piketon, was convicted on December 
6, 2004, of involuntary manslaughter 
and is expected to testify against the 
other two, Junk said. He was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison. 

Out of the view of his attorney, 
Baxter said Friday that he did not 
hurt the restaurant worker. He said 
it was Ferman's anger over a miss-
ing pack of cigarettes, not Fetty's 
homosexuality, that led to the at-
tack. 

Junk would not elaborate on why 
he called the attack a hate crime.

Investigators say Fetty was beat-
en with bricks, boards and bottles, 
stripped naked and left in a trash bin 
in this city about 60 miles south of 
Columbus. 

"I was there, I know what hap-
pened:' Baxter said. "Fetty was buy-
ing drinks, and Ferman said he took 
his cigarettes." 

He said he was drunk and high at 
the time. 

He said he does not understand 
the new charges, which also include 
aggravated robbery, abduction and 
tampering with evidence. 

"This is crazy," Baxter said. "That 
indictment's taller than I am. It's like a 
dream. And I wish it all would end." 

Employees at the Emmitt House, 
the downtown restaurant where 
Fetty recently started working, said 
Baxter's version of the event makes 
no sense. 

"Daniel wouldn't do something 
like that in the first place;' waitress 
Katy Houseman said of Fetty, a gen-
tle-mannered man who was nearly 
deaf and lived out of an old car. "If 
he'd wanted a cigarette, he'd ask for 
one. He wouldn't take something:' 
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Shame on the Milwaukee 
Police Department 
I f we at Q Life hadn't experienced firsthand what happened 

during the past few weeks of trying to get any information 
out of the Milwaukee Police Department (MPD) regarding the 
recent gay bar raid, we wouldn't believe it for ourselves. 

But, unfortunately, as highlighted in our cover story, we 
were given a runaround the likes of a foxhunt. 

It's important first for us to make one thing clear: We are 
not cop haters. 

In fact, we know that most of the work the MPD does is 
important and conducted with incredible sensitivity and 
competence. Also, we know that there are hundreds of MPD 
employees who are forthright, fair, color-blind, non-homo-

. phobic and helpful. 
And then there are the few we recently encountered. 
Serving underage drinkers is wrong and against the law. 

Going after establishments that break that law is right. But 
how you carry out those investigations and follow up actions 
regarding any alleged violations — what information you 
keep and share, and how you answer to both the public and 
those directly affected — is crucial. 

We reached out to the MPD to find out exactly what hap-
pened the weekend of December 10-1 2.On more than a half 
dozen occasions, we called and then later jumped through 
hoops to follow the rules associated with obtaining open re-
cords. We even went as far as contacting the top cop herself, 
Chief Nannette Hegerty. 

All to no avail. 
And in what was even a more interesting development, af-

ter pressing the cops for any written documentation, they fi-
nally called and told us to pick up what allegedly would be in-
formation highlighting the actual incidents and citations. We 
showed up where we were told to go but left empty handed 
because the police claimed the file regarding this weekend 
raid was now missing some information. When we asked to 
see what was now "a partial file," our request was denied. 

Why all this dancing? 
The continual silence by the MPD is disturbing and will not 

be allowed to go unnoticed. These types of actions are unac-
ceptable for building positive community relations. There are 
strict rules that govern open records requests and we did our 
best to follow those. 

The brave bar owners and employees who came forward 
and shared their stories with Q Life deserve praise. It is not 
easy to speak out, especially when one may fear further ret-
ribution. 

It is for them and others cited in the cover story that Q Life 
will not drop this issue and walk away. We must hold law en-
forcement accountable and not be afraid to spotlight ques-
tionable activities. 

We are calling on Milwaukee Police 
Chief Hegerty to get to the bottom of 
what actually happened during these 
raids. We're also asking her to look into 
other allegations of apparent harass-
ment uncovered while investigating this 
story. 

We applaud her recent appointment 
of Anne E. Schwartz as her main pub-
lic relations flak. Unfortunately, we've 
learned firsthand why her appointment 
doesn't come a minute too soon. 

It's important for not just the LGBT 
community but the entire city to feel 

INIONS &Ed 
that its "top cop" is in-
terested in fair play for 
all its residents. While the 
department certainly has a 
black eye from this incident, we 
are hoping they'll heed this call to clean up their act. 

Kudos 

dal 

Forward-Thinking Education 
The folks at the Alliance School of Milwaukee deserve a 

pat on the back for their innovation and courage in develop-
ing educational programs for high-risk kids.The MPS board of 
school directors, as well as the superintendent and members 
of his administration, also deserve a high five for their vision 
and hard work. 

We are fortunate in Milwaukee to be at the receiving end 
of this forward thinking. While Wisconsin certainly is not as 
large as New York and Texas, which have successful school 
models, we too must answer the call to help young people 
who are bullied on a daily basis because of who they are. It's 
only right. 

Milwaukee LGBT Center Gets a New Leader 
With the arrival of James Pennington, Milwaukee's LGBT 

Community Center has a great opportunity to cement its 
presence in the minds of queer people statewide. Penning-
ton's vast and varied experience hopefully will allow him to 
deal with a community in need of guidance at a time when, 
nationwide, our rights and liberties are under assault. This 
type of position demands a person who must have the ability 
to perform a high-wire act while spinning plates. 

Pennington must identify and embrace issues important 
to Milwaukee's LGBT community. It's only in this way that the 
Center's leadership can be more powerful than the sum of its 
communities. 

It's also imperative that we get behind Pennington and 
those that he chooses to empower at the Center. And it's im-
portant that we put behind us the issue of how Pennington 
was chosen to fill the executive director position. 

Since the position was formerly occupied by Neil Albrecht 
and Brenda Coley, Pennington has big shoes to fill. These two 
very competent and compassionate leaders were instrumen-
tal in bringing the Center to where it is today. Pennington 
should take a note from their game book while always keep-
ing his eye on the 
bottom line. 

See page 15 for more opinions. • 
TOONS 
Paul Berge 
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Playing God with AIDS Prevention 
Anyone who remembers the early 

days of AIDS knows what strides 
AIDS activists made by the 1990s. 

By working together to create a vast 
network of organizations to care for 
the sick and demand a more responsive 
government, ordinary people proved 
that we could come together and col-
lectively solve problems. 

After years with only a handful of 
drugs available to people with HIV, sud-
denly new drug therapies seem to mi-
raculously bring people back from the 
brink of death to good health. A fed-
eral government that could barely say 
the word AIDS in the first years of the 
epidemic, evolved into one that squea-
mishly emphasized that "anyone could 
get AIDS;' and finally got real by direct-
ing serious resources to those most at 
risk: gay men and injection drug users. 

Locally, Wisconsin's state govern-

ment became a national model on how 
to respond to AIDS. Led by Doug Nelson 
of the AIDS Resource Center of Wiscon-
sin (ARCW) and others, our state devot-
ed its limited resources to care and pre-
vention. By the mid-1990s, the City of 
Milwaukee was devoting local tax-levy 
dollars to a community response, and at 
the millennium, Milwaukee 
County was reducing HIV 
transmission among nee-
dle users with hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for 
needle exchanges. 

It was working: New HIV 
cases were down and life 
expectancy was up. 

Well, no more. 
The Bush Revolution 

was the first to make its move. In the 
same way that it took years for "in your 
face, down in the streets" AIDS activists 
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to see the rewards of better treatments 
and more effective prevention, the Bush 
public health agenda is starting to see 
its results. The biggest casualty: HIV pre-
vention. 

George W. Bush's signature response 
to social ills is his "faith-based initiative," 
a way of making the rest of us appreci-

ate how his born-again conver-
sion turned him from a fallow 
drunkard into, well, a self-made 
son of privilege. 

The motto of the faith-
based movement is "Praise the 
Lord! Pass the Federal Subsidy," 
shoveling immense amounts of 
taxpayer money to church-run 
social services. Suddenly, the 
religious right was holding HIV/ 

AIDS bidder conferences with speakers 
like the notoriously homophobic Sena-
tor Jesse Helms in order to help church-

POLITICS Patrick Flaherty 

es with little or no HIV experience line 
up at the federal feedlot. 

Just as abruptly, Wisconsin agencies 
like ARCW and the House of Infinity, 
with years of experience, found them-
selves losing out on federal grants to 
faith-based organizations with no expe-
rience. The Medical College's Center for 
AIDS Intervention Research reports that 
scientists must often use euphemisms 
on studies seeking effective strategies 
to reduce HIV in gay men or sex work-
ers, for fear of controversy and loss of 
funding. To date, Bush hasn't cut federal 
funds for HIV prevention, just the agen-
cies based in the socially undesirable 
target commu- continued on page 19 

Another Phantom Menace Hits Our Community 

DIVERSITY 

Deon Q. Young 
(dyoung@queerlifenews 
.com) is a field specialist 
at the Milwaukee LGBT 

Community Center. 
He lives in Riverwest. 

We focus on what is 
beautiful and what is 

not, instead 
of focusing on the 

rights and privileges 
that may be taken 

away from us as 
gay men, lesbians, 

bisexuals, and 
transgender people. 

Throughout our years as youth we dream to 
be older. We wish for the day when we are 

not told what to do by our parents, our teach-
ers and our grandparents. As young people we 
had lofty dreams to live our own lives and to be 
in control. But as time goes by and we become 
stable, by landing the job of our dreams, set-
tling in a relationship with the man or woman 
we have been dying to be with, a certain fear 
sets in. The phantom menace of aging gets 
closer, to the point of where we scream as we 
look into the mirror one morning and quote 
from the film "Freaky Friday": "Oh my God, I'm 
like the Crypt Keeper!" 

Why Is That, Really? 
Is there a fable that we hear when we are 

young, that once we turn 30 we will shrivel up 
and die by the time we reach 31? Why is it that 
there is this prejudice that lurks around and 
makes our elders (yes, our elders — the ones 
we should be looking up to and respecting) 
feel like they do not matter anymore? 

In some cases, we bitch and complain that 
we now have to take care of someone that has 
taken care of our butts for 18 years or so. 

However, our elders and older 
adults can't feel that they are not 
guilty of oppression; they are also 
guilty of the phantom menace so-
ciety likes to call ageism. 

What Is Ageism? 
Ageism can be defined as any 

prejudice or discrimination against 
or in favor of an age group. 

This prejudice separates our 
communities, not to mention our 
society as a whole. It discriminates 
and defines what is beautiful and 
what is not. Again, making our el-
ders feel like they do not matter 
and that youth defines beauty. 

We, as Americans, see and hear this every 
day: on television, on the radio, and in adver-
tisements across the country about beauty 
and youth. Both our older and younger gener-
ations are paying massive amounts of money 
to get plastic surgery, and doing anything that 
they can to look young and beautiful. This is 
accepted in our society. 

What happened to the values of respect 
and maturity? 

I find it rather immature that we focus on 
what is beautiful and what is not, instead of 
focusing on the rights and privileges that may 
be taken away from us as gay men, lesbians, 
bisexuals, and transgender people. 

Within our LGBT community, there is a sep-
aration among our gay and lesbian youth and 
our LGBT-identified elders. That separation is 
a large generational gap that may be seen in 
many ways. 

Perhaps one way is that our elders, when 
they were young, were not so"out of the closet." 
Most of them keep their sexuality private and 
just went on with their daily lives. Since 1969, 
when the Stonewall riot happened, many LGBT 
people are out and about, and proud of it. 

The subject of ageism affects relationships 
as well. 

Many older gay men and lesbians want to 
commit to a long-term relationship with part-
ners of their same age. However, there is this 
attitude that roams around in our community 
that offsets that desire. It just so happens, that 
many find younger LGBT folk more attractive. 
There is a notion in the queer community that 
only the young are attractive, and the older 
folks become geezers and fossils. Or, if you're 
not in a relationship now, as you get older you 
never will be. I hope that I am not offending 
anyone when I say this but, please, grow up. 

There is also this concept that there is a 
need to lie about your age. 

A few times when I have known teenagers 
to tell many people that they were 18 or 21 to 
get into the bars and be treated like adults. 

Then there is a group of people that say 
they are a few years younger than they are. For 
the most part, the majority of the ages were 
between 18 and 26. Funny how many of the 
"26 year olds"are actually in their early 30s. It is 
interesting, that many, not all, but many young 
gay and straight people want to be older, but 
not 30. 

Also, when it comes to ageism — and this 
is where the older people in our society do 
not get off so easily — many older adults treat 
young people like they do not know any bet-
ter. 

In reality, young people make mistakes and 
they grow from them. That is how you mature. 
Young people are faced with it every day. As 
members of society we wonder why many 
teenagers and young adults rebel and disre-
spect members of the older generations. For 
the most part, it is because they are told what 
to do and are not listened to. 

This column is here to make you think and 
ponder about the issues of ageism, which in 
fact, will not go away over night. However, it 
is a prejudice, and like any other oppression 
needs to be worked on in our Milwaukee com-
munity and across the country. 

It really is all about respect and supporting 
our community and not oppressing ourselves. 

A message to our youth: Be young, have 
fun and enjoy your youth. Do not rush to grow 
up; let adulthood come to you. Finally, respect 
your elders because they are here to guide you, 
and soon will need you to guide them. 

To our elders: You are wise and true and we 
know that we can come to you whenever we 
need you for help. 

To those in the middle, 30 is not the limit! 
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RELIGION 
Rev. Andrew Warner (awarner@queerlifenews. 
corn) is a pastor at Plymouth Church UCC on the 
East Side. He lives with his partner lay and their 
two children in Whitefish Bay. Your questions 
about LGBT spirituality are welcome. 

Nearly every American, 
even those who oppose 

same-sex marriages, 
understands the purpose 

of marriage to be 
companionship. 

In all my years doing 
premartial counseling, 

I've never known a groom 
to say he was marrying 

his fiancée because 
she looked so fertile! 

Marriage: A Myriad of Meanings 
I n the next few weeks folks in our com-

munity will travel to Madison to speak 
with their legislators about the pro-
posed anti-gay marriage amendment. 
The backers of this amendment often 
speak of marriage as a sacred institution 
between a man and woman. During 
previous debate in the legislature, one 
assemblywoman spoke of marriage as a 
"sacrament of every religion." 

As we begin to debate this amend-
ment with our legislators or with our 
families and neighbors, it is important to 
know how other religions consider mar-
riage sacred. It is clear that all religious 
traditions honor marriage. Once that 
is said, there is a tremendous diversity 
of opinion about the purpose of mar-
riage. Some religious traditions imagine 
marriage in ways that are very open to 
same-sex couples; others do not. 

One of the world's oldest spiritual 
traditions is Buddhism, a faith long 
practiced throughout Asia and more 
recently embraced in America. The Mil-
waukee Mindfulness Practice Center 
(414-962-8678) is one of many Buddhist 
communities that welcome LGBT folks. 

The spiritual journey in Buddhism 
is an effort to free oneself of the bonds 
of material or physical existence. Desire 
and passion are viewed as problems on 

110 
'hosted by: 

Michael Lisowski 
Charles Daniels 

I 

Af ee 
news and information for and about the LGRTC1 corn 

LIVE 
replay saturdays @ midnight and lOpm queerprgrm@aol.com 

P.O. Box 090441 

TIME WARNER 96

rt 
unity since 1992 

(414) 265-8500 

the spiritual path. The life of a monk or 
a nun is considered the better way to 
achieve freedom from the bonds of the 
physical life; Buddhists consider celiba-
cy the highest status. 

Marriage necessarily involves desire 
and passion, and as a result ties one 
down to the physical world. This goes 
against the grain of the spiritual life, so 
Buddhists see marriage as a less desir-
able status. For many American Bud-
dhists, it does not matter who one mar-
ries but how one deals with desire. One 
might say that Buddhists see marriage 
as an institution, but question how "sa-
cred" it is. 

When we speak about marriage and 
our relationships to other folks, it may 
help to remember the Buddhist un-
derstanding of marriage. I think most 
Americans would agree that one's spiri-
tual path is a separate matter from one's 
married life. All couples struggle to dis-
cover the sacred in their life together 
regardless of what the state says about 
their commitment. 

The Jewish tradition, as ancient a 
faith as Buddhism, approaches mar-
riage in an entirely different way. Much 
of the Jewish faith is practiced in the 
home: Kosher regulations for the prepa-
ration of food, observance of the Sab-
bath (a day of rest from work), and even 
expectations of hospitality make Juda-
ism a particularly home-centered faith. 
This focus on the home gives marriage a 
special and privileged importance. 

Within the Jewish tradition there are 
two ways this focus on marriage plays 
out for LGBT folks. Some Jews, primar-
ily in the Orthodox community, under-
stand the purpose of marriage to be 
procreation.The conception and rearing 
of children are of utmost importance. 

Other Jewish communities, especial-
ly the Reformed and Deconstructionist 
movements, welcome LGBT folks into 
their tradition. Two such local Jewish 
faith communities are Congregation 
Sinai (414-352-2970) and Congrega-
tion Shalom (414-352-9288). The focus 
on marriage is less on procreation and 
more on establishing and maintaining a 
Jewish home, one where uniquely Jew-
ish customs are kept. Instead of saying 
that marriage is between a man and a 
woman, liberal Jews might say a Jewish 
marriage is between a Jew and a Jew. 

The majority of people in our coun-
try, whatever they think of same-sex 
couples, would agree with the liberal 
Jewish understanding. What matters 
most in a marriage is the character of 
one's home life. 

Finally, within Christianity there is a 
great diversity of opinion about mar-
riage. The conservative Christians pro-
posing to amend our state constitution 
view marriage as an institution whose 
primary purpose is procreation. Like Or-
thodox Jews, such Christians see mar-
riage as fulfilling the commandment for 
humans to "be fruitful and multiply." 

For as long as Christians have held 
this view, other Christians have dissent-
ed from it. The Puritans, the first English 
settlers in America, viewed marriage as a 
matter of companionship. For them the 
purpose of marriage was fulfilled in the 
friendship and love between spouses, 
regardless of the presence of children. 
Many liberal Protestants have adopted 
this view of marriage. 

Even while conservative Christians 
define marriage as an institution for 
procreation, few Americans truly be-
lieve this. Nearly every American, even 
those who oppose same-sex marriages, 
understands the purpose of marriage to 
be companionship. In all my years doing 
premartial counseling, I've never known 
a groom to say he was marrying his fian-
cée because she looked so fertile! 

When we talk with our neighbors, 
families, and legislators about this pro-
posed amendment, it is important to re-
mind them that not all religions think of 
marriage as sacred in the same way. We 
might well ask people why we should 
legislate a distinctively conservative 
Christian view of marriage when other 
religious traditions see marriage differ-
ently. 

We can also find common ground 
with religious folks by affirming to-
gether that marriage is not the only 
spiritual path and that a good marriage 
is defined by the quality of one's home 
life and the companionship that exists 
between the spouses. 

That's a definition of marriage that 
truly unites religious people around the 
world, and one which embraces LGBT 
folk and honors our commitments. 

Proudly Serving the Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Community 

HUME LAW OFFICES 
Kathleen E. Hume, Esq. 

Family Matters • Estate Planning gi? 
(262)789-6845 
350 Bishops Way, Suite 204 • Brookfield, WI 53005 
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Tipping 

WOMEN 
Holly Grey (hgrey@queerlifenews.com) is the 
general manager and co-editor of Boxx, a 
Milwaukee-based newspaper that promotes 
women's visibility and educates on women's issues 
(www.boxxnews.com). Holly is also co-founder 
and vice president of an Internet risk management 
company located in Milwaukee. 

've had my share of conversations with local bartenders. 
I  Many of these chats have taken place with me happily sip-
ping a vodka tonic, my rear end plastered to a bar stool. As 
more libations were poured and we became better acquaint-
ed I was often asked why lesbians and women in general are 
not better tippers. 

My first reaction had been to expound on how "some 
people are just plain rude:' But, after a bit of pondering and 
another vodka tonic, it hits me that there might be a very rea-
sonable explanation — women are paid less then men. We 
have less disposable income. Of course, this does not excuse 
rude behavior, but it may explain the discrepancy. 

The recently released Status of Women in Wisconsin Re-
port and the 2004 Status Update,* co-published by the Wom-
en's Fund and the Institute for Women's Policy Research, state, 
"Women in Wisconsin have among the lowest wage ratios 
compared with men in the country:They earn only 71 cents to 

men's dollar for full-time, full-year work compared to 76 cents 
nationally and rank 45th among states on this indicator:' 

It's far worse for minority women. "African American wom-
en earn just 63 percent of white men's earnings, Native Amer-
ican women earn 61 percent, Asian American women earn 60 
percent; and Hispanic women earn 59 percent." 

One could argue that women should not be spending 
what little disposable income we have in a bar on drinks, but 
when you're this underpaid and confused as to why in 2005 
we are still experiencing gender, racial and ethnic bias in our 
pocketbooks, something needs to take the edge off. 

So please, Mr. or Ms. Bartender in Wisconsin, understand 
the next time a woman leaves you 71 cents for that cocktail 
you just served, it's not a slight on the service you provided, 
we're just tipping you the best we can. 

*Complete reports can be found at www.womensfund.com. 

Dear Editor, 
"[The] First Amend-

ment is intended to as 
sure a privilege that in 
itself must be so actual 
and certain that fear and 
doubt are absent from [an] 
individual's mind, or the 
freedom is but an abstraction." — 1946 ruling by the 
8th Circuit Court of Appeals 

While I have long looked at Belling and his conser-
vative cohorts with disdain, disgust and a laundry list 
of other words beginning with dis, I feel that it is impor-
tant the he be allowed to express his views, no matter 
how hate-filled and ignorant they are. While I am ap-
palled by the utterance of any word derogatory to 
given group and would never use one myself, the free-
dom to speak one's mind is one of this country's citizens' 
most venerably held rights, and any discussion which 
deals with limitations on this right should not be taken 
lightly. Limiting speech that is deemed by some to be 
racist only serves to bury the problem of racism itself, 
and is not an acceptable solution. The First Amend-
ment must continue to protect racial slurs as well as all 
other speech in order to preserve and ensure the free-
doms we have today. 

As a member of a minority community I am just as 
offended by Belling's use of the term wetback as I would 
be if he called me a fag or any of a number of epitaphs 
used to refer to gay people. However, as a member of 
a minority community I also see the real and intrinsic 
value in allowing Belling and company to make such 
statements. For my speech and rights to be protected, 
his must be too. It scars me to think that by limiting the 
words a person is allowed to say without fear of retribu-
tion, we are getting closer and closer to President Bush's 
now-infamous world in which "there ought to be limits 
to freedom." 

Allowing racist speech is an important thing. With-
out it we would have no "litmus test" available to test 
the racial tension in our country, and would therefore 
have no way to combat it. By allowing free speech to 
continue and by researching other methods of ending 
racism, we can get at the root of the problem and stop 
racism before it starts. The key is not to limit or control 
action, but rather to influence reason and thought. 

Make no mistake about it: If we bring people to-
gether who have different ideas and perspectives, some 
will be offended. There is simply no constitutional right 
to "freedom from offense." We do have options though. 
Change the station. 

Justin C. Lockridge 

PINIONS & Edito 

Dear Queer Life News, 
I'd first like to say congratulations on publication! 

I am proud to finally have a magazine focused on 
issues I want to read about, from people who under-
stand where I am coming from. I should clarify: My 
name is Chris Siudzinski, a 17-year-old male from Ger-
mantown, Wis. (forty minutes from Milwaukee), and I 
am gay. In my town, the right-wing fundamentalists, 
and conservatives in general, hold the popular vote. 
This is not to say that there are not those who believe 
in democracy and human rights; however, issues such 
as gay marriage and adoption by gay couples are not 
highly favored. 

To my point... I believe a common misconception 
of the HIV/AIDS illness is that it infects only the ho-
mosexual population, rather than the entire world. I 
have argued statistics proving higher risks in certain 
demographics and spoke often of Nkosi Johnson (the 
young African boy who, though infected with the vi-
rus, became such a figure of hope and change for the 
world over) and was met with the same responses of 
ignorance and convictions based on stereotypes. 

Despite the complete lack of tolerance I believed 
my school to have, I was shocked when my school 
raised over $500 for the National AIDS Trust. This was 
five times the amount I had expected and I am still 
taken aback by the charity of my school. Because of 
the political views of my town, this fact should not go 
unheard of. Germantown does hold a reputation of 
not being very diverse or tolerant, but those days are 
quickly passing and a new Germantown is evolving 
into a community where tolerance is not an idea prac-
ticed, but just naturally enforced. I may be brainwash-
ing myself to believe something that may never be, but 
I will still believe it. 

I guess I am not sure what I am really asking —
publication of my letter is not necessarily my goal —1 
just wish to shine a light on Germantown whose bulb, 
once broken, has now been replaced. To spread infor-
mation by word-of-mouth is a very powerful thing, 
and it is my hope that when one hears "Germantown" 
they think not only of its religious background, but of 
its growing tolerance. I know who lam is not highly ac-
cepted in my community, but I hope to change that for 
future LGBT individuals who reside in Germantown. 

I again thank you for your courage in the publica-
tion of Queer Life News. It gives me hope for the future, 
and I hope one day, in my activism, I will work side-
by-side with those who are currently living their lives, 
despite adversity, and are sharing it with the rest of the 
world. 

Sincerely (with the greatest of gratitude), 
  chrts-Siudzins-ki 

Elna Hickson with a photograph of her sons. 

On Becoming a 
Spokesperson 
By Elna Hickson FRIENDS 
I t was a surprise and a joy to be asked to be the Friend of 

Queer Life for this month. 
Becoming a spokesperson for the understanding, accep-

tance and rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgen-
dered people was one of the most life-changing decisions 
I have ever made. Although I had been a supporter of my 
son Eric and my son-in-law Doug for many years, I had never 
been openly supportive, or even knowledgeable about the 
essence of being gay and the ramifications in society. 

Once I started to educate myself, through my own read-
ings and my association with PFLAG (Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) there was no stopping me. I 
knew that I had to support, educate and advocate on behalf 
of LGBT individuals and families. The rewards have been nu-
merous. I have had my heart and mind opened in so many 
ways — have met so many wonderful people whose lives 
would have been closed to me before, if not invisible. And I 
have been introduced to issues that would have been off my 
radar. 

Each year brings new opportunities for increasing my own 
awareness and knowledge of the diversity within the LGBT 
world — and the needs that still must be addressed. So I try 
to say yes when asked for support — and to contribute what-
ever knowledge I have been gaining. Whether the focus is 
on creating safe schools, offering police recruit training, de-
veloping inclusive curriculum, providing support for GSAs, 
stopping an amendment, fighting discrimination within or-
ganizations, encouraging full life development programming 
for our youth, raising awareness regarding gender variance, 

continued on page 17 

Straight, but not narrow? Tell us why the LGBT community is 
important to you. Email us at gfriendspaueerlifenews.com 
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PARENTING 

Megan Krick (mkrick@queerlifenews.com) 
is an active member of Rainbow Families 

Milwaukee and designed the Web site 
www.rainbow-families-milwaukee.org. 

Rainbow Families 
Milwaukee is a 

community of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and 

transgender families who 
seek to create a secure, 

just, affirming, and 
inclusive world 
for all families. 

Rainbow Families: A Gathering Place for All 
As parents, it is oftentimes hard to find other LGBT fami-

lies with kids. Most of our friends do not have children, so 
finding playmates is often difficult. 

For the first three and a half years of my little guy's life, I too 
had this problem. 

Then, during PrideFest I came across the Rainbow Fami-
lies Milwaukee (RFM) booth. I spent time talking to the two 
women working and discovered that there were many oth-
ers in the same situation. We went to the first potluck out at 
someone's house and instantly I realized this is what had been 
missing from my little guy's life.There were children for him to 
play with and people for me to talk to. Now, a year and a half 
later, RFM has become part of my community. 

RFM has created their own mission statement to help ev-
eryone understand what the group is about: "Rainbow Fami-
lies Milwaukee is a community of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender families who seek to create a secure, just, affirm-
ing, and inclusive world for all families." 

Now, everyone has their own version of what this mission 
statement means to them. But here is what it means to me. 

RFM is a safe place for me to let my child play and interact 
with other children who are in similar family situations. RFM 
includes anyone who wants to participate regardless of sex, 
orientation, religion and race. 

What Exactly Does RFM Do? 
RFM is a comprehensive organization that strives to make 

the world a better place for our families and children. There 
are different activities and meetings that take place. Some 
of these are the planning committee meetings, potlucks, 
spring conference and other get-togethers. These gather-
ings offer a range of activities and the opportunity to dis-
cuss LBGT issues. 

Each month RFM has a potluck on the third Saturday from 
3-6 p.m. From September through May the potlucks are held 
at Plymouth Church, 2717 E. Hampshire, right near the UWM 
campus. Eacb family brings a dish to pass (let's make it healthy 
for everyone), and a "host"family organizes things for the kids 
to do. This space offers the kids a place to run around and play 
in a gym with lots of toys. 

Additionally, there is a full kitchen and an eating area that 
can also be used for group activities and meetings. During the 
potlucks we have an informal meeting to discuss issues that 
are in the news and how they relate to us as LGBT families, as 
well as pass on other RFM information. Having the potlucks 
in a set location for the winter months makes it easier to let 
new members know where to find us. During the potlucks the 
parents are able to make connections with other families and 
set up play dates, babysitting and other such activities. 

The other main focus for RFM right now is planning our 
spring conference. The conference will be April 23,2005, at 
Plymouth Church. This day of speakers and activities is shap-
ing up to be an amazing event. There will be childcare avail-
able for conference attendees and planned activities. Anyone 
interested in helping with the conference is welcome. Plan-
ning meetings are held on the second Monday of the month, 
7-8:30 p.m., at the café in the Barnes & Noble Bookstore in 
Bayshore Mall. 

For those of you who are Web savvy, RFM has recently 
launched its own Web site, www.rainbow-families-milwau-
kee.org. The Web site offers a wide range of information. 
There is a news page that has local news in it, a calendar of 
events so members know when activities are going on, a list 
of books that are in our lending library that can be checked 
out by members, directions to the different events, and a links 
page to other sites that are of inter- continued on page 29 
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Dr. Tram Nadeem, ARCW Physician, Infectious Disease & Internal 
Medicine Specialist 

Dr. David Fisk, ARCW Physician, Infectious Disease & Internal 
Medicine Specialist, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Medical 
College of Wisconsin 

The 
Doctors are 
always in. 
And you are always welcome! 

Drs. David Fisk and Tram Nadeem welcome everyone with HIV 
disease to the ARCW Medical Clinic. Dr. Fisk , Dr. Nadeem and 
a caring nursing staff provide comprehensive HIV medical care 
to help you lead a healthy and vibrant life. 

• Complete medical management of HIV disease. 
• Prescription of the most up to date drug regimens. 
• Treatment of opportunistic infections. 
• Immune system monitoring. 
• Treatment of general health conditions. 
• Health promotion through screenings and counseling. 
• Immunizations. 
• STD diagnosis and treatment. 
• Referrals for specialty care. 

Appointments are easily made by calling: 
414-223-6800 or 800-359-9272 ext. 6800 

ARCW 

... 

AI DS RESOURCE CENTER OF WISCONSIN 
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HEALTH 

Gary Hollander, 
Ph. D. (ghollander 

@queerlifenews.com) is 
president and executive 

director of Diverse and 
Resilient, a nonprofit 

committed to the healthy 
development of LGBT 

people in Wisconsin (www. 
diverseandresilientorg). 

He is also owner and 
principle consultant of 

Gary Hollander Enterprises, 
a firm that assists 

organizations with their 
development, emphasizing 

change management, team 
development, and cultural 

competency. 

Back in the Saddle. Again. 
n ur observance of the tradition of making New Year's resolutions in 

./the United States has become more of a marketing opportunity 
than a real commitment to change. Just glancing at television from 
mid-December through January reveals a litter of ads for weight loss, 
exercise, and smoking cessation programs. For many of us, the New 
Year is not so much about actually changing, as it is about signing up for 
something that shows we have a vague sense that we need to change. 

Fess up. Have you made a resolution to make some changes in the 
New Year? Have you kept that resolve? If you have, is the change having 
the desired effects in your life? 

My observation is that the quasi-decision to 
change too often comes in the middle of a sleepless 
night or while hugging a toilet bowl or when cough-
ing up a lung on a flight of stairs. It comes more out 
of feelings of desperation than from any real assess-
ment of what is or isn't working in our lives. 

A beloved friend of mine tells the story of an ex-
partner whose New Year's resolution was to give up 
lime juice in his gimlets — it was upsetting his stom-
ach. Never mind the gin, go after the Rose's Lime! 

So, there are some ways we can actually improve our chances of 
making some changes for life. James Prochaska, John Norcross, and 
Carlo DiClemente have researched the mechanisms that we can use to 
effectively create the changes we want.Their book"Changing for Good: 
A Revolutionary Six-Stage Program for Overcoming Bad Habits" (Harper 
Collins) is very readable and can help us take on our weight manage-
ment, alcohol use, drug use, injurious behaviors, and tobacco use. Their 
program can also help us start to change the batteries in our smoke 
detectors, get more engaged socially, schedule our annual physicals, 
and call our mothers. 

A miracle? Well, not so much. These changes will take some 
work, too. 

People who use lapses as 
opportunities to re-commit 

learn more about the 
behaviors they are working 

to adopt. 

When it comes to health changes, here's an approach that I have 
found to be quite useful: Start by deciding that you are going to live to 
be at least 120 years old. Really. My mother will live to be at least 90. This 
is more than 20 years longer than my father and 50 years longer than 
her own parents. With all the progress we have made in medicine and 
health care, why shouldn't we plan to live at least 30 years longer than 
the average age of our parents at death? 

With this vision of living to 120 in mind, ask what are you currently 
doing that will not position you well for a good quality of life way out 
there. What health behaviors have you been putting off that won't kill 

you, but will contribute to your feeling less 
that optimal at 120? Now, don't fall into the 
trap of believing that you have another 90 
years to shed those 30 extra pounds. Instead 
consider that you are working with an in-
credibly complex machine — your body —
that has to last you all that time and thus de-
serves your ongoing care and maintenance. 

If your New Year's resolution has already 
fallen by the wayside, seriously consider picking it up again. Most of us 
have lots of lapses of behavior into old habits on our way to making 
lasting changes. People who use lapses as opportunities to re-commit 
learn more about the behaviors they are working to adopt. They also 
create more specific plans for success and tend to do really well in mak-
ing changes stick.They often refine their plans and include rewards and 
reinforcement along the way to success. They come out to their friends 
as having some health goals and suggest ways that they would like to 
be supported in creating new health habits. 

These folks who use a lapse in judgment to their benefit instead of 
becoming discouraged get back in the saddle and learn to love the 
ride. 

Happy trails in the New Year. 

Diverse&ResiIient 

Committed to the healthy development of all LGBT people 

REALIZE 
YOUR 
BIG 
LIFE 
WITH 

PRIDE! 

Diverse&Resilient 
is a nonprofit organization whose mission is the healthy 

development of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

(LGBT) people in Wisconsin through the development of 

groups and communities to take action. The organization's 

name is intended to serve as reminder that LGBT people 

are everywhere, engage in interesting and meaningful 

lives, and contribute to the welfare of each other and 

the broader community. 

Diverse&Resilient www.diverseandresilient.org 
315 W. Court St., Suite 101 Milwaukee, WI 53212 414.390.0444 

Dr. Theodore Friedman 
LICENSED CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST, LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR 

Highly professional, experienced, specializing in: 
• Couples Counseling • Sexual Dysfunction Therapy 
• Addiction & Behavioral Disorder Treatment 
Confidential • By appointment • Accept most insurance 

2266 N. Prospect #206, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
135 N. Greenleaf #215, Gurnee, IL 60031 414-962-7101 

CREAM 
CITY 
FOUNDATION 

1 1Pr

Building our Commum 
Through Philanthropy 

and Commitment 
315 W. Court Street, Suite 201B 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 

FRIENDS continued from page 15 

building foster care networks, sup-
porting "rainbow families"and their 
unique issues, even working within 
a formal religious setting to change 
policy, I have had the privilege of 
working with so many warm, dedi-
cated, committed and knowledge-
able people that I often feel I gain 
more than I add. 

So, I thank Queer Life for citing 
me as Friend for this month. And I 
cherish this opportunity to pledge 
that I will keep being a friend of 
Queer Life — and my friends and 
cohorts on this journey. 

KANO 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

LIMITED 

Randall A. Neff 
ACSW, LCSW 

Clinical Social Worker 

1301 N. Astor 
Milwaukee, WI 532O2 

(414) 291-9184 

Providing special sensitivity and 
expertise with: 

• gay, lesbian & bisexual clients 
• coming-out issues 
• relationship issues 
• individual & couples therapy 
• male survivors of sexual abuse 

Named as one of Milwaukee's 
Best Psychotherapists 
by Milwaukee Magazine 

Accepting insurance and sliding 
fee payments. Day and evening 
appointments available. All 
services are confidential. 
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GO A 
AS YOU DARE!

January Specials 

15% off all facial 
laser hair removal 
and skin treatments 

• Laser Hair Removal A Laser Photo Facials 
A Micro-dermabrasion A Facials 

A Chemical Peels A BotoxTM

A Laser Vessel Removal 

LightShaves Laser Professionals 
www. lightshaves. corn 

414.302.1756 

full service 

hair 
skin 
nails 

for boys and girls 

kella,c1 • 

5050 W. Vliet Street Milwaukee, WI 53208 

414 • 443.2003 
visit us online www stellas5050 com for a complete list of services and pricing 

• 
tio 

3515 West Vittard Avenue 
414-520-TALK (8255) 

JaNuaK?' Cat- rs taR or Ev5N4,5 

Monday's Karaoke Night with Tim 
Tuesday's - $2.00 Tuesdays 
Wednesday's Queen's Night Out 

$1.00 Bar/$3.00 Martinis 

Thursday's - Ladle's Night Drink 
Specials 

Friday's al Teen Night with DJ Will 
Wild Saturday's Girl's Gone Wild! 

,Z1141/°Nrsq 
wog, G, 
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PLAYING GOD continued from page 13 

nities. That way his allies in the religious 
right can finally take their rightful place 
in the welfare state. Think of that when 
you file your federal income taxes — at 
least you're helping some gay kid say no 
to sex until he gets married. 

Closer to home, Republican County 
Executive (and potential 2006 guber-
natorial candidate) Scott Walker im-
mediately ended Milwaukee County's 
support for needle exchange, as well as 
a smaller, lesser-known program target-
ing at-risk women. 

But the AIDS counter-revolution isn't 
all in the Republican column. Demo-
cratic Governor Jim Doyle may be a 
hero to the LGBT community for cou-
rageously vetoing an antigay defense-
of-marriage law, but under his 2005 
budget, HIV prevention to community-
based agencies will actually decrease 
by about $800,000, mostly because the 
state wasn't able to make up for the loss 
of a large federal grant. 

While the state will maintain its own 
funding commitment to HIV prevention 
(which hasn't been increased in years), 
the real disappointment is that Wiscon-
sin is not being more creative or aggres-
sive about prioritizing HIV prevention in 
the highest-risk groups by reallocating 
its reduced funding. For example, the 
state continues to fund $200,000 each 

to two agencies that do "capacity build-
ing," while frontline service providers to 
gay African-American men have been 
decimated by the cuts. 

The latest rollback comes from the 
City of Milwaukee, which a year ago 
started using federal antipoverty dollars 
to replace local tax dollars to pay for its 
AIDS prevention funding — which ad-
mirably targets the highest risk groups. 
Facing decreasing state aid, Mayor Tom 
Barrett's administration cut the city's 
Milwaukee AIDS Initiative support of 
local community-based agencies to 
$250,000 from $315,000. 

Progress in the fight against AIDS has 
stalled, and looks to be getting much 
worse. If the arc of history bends inevi-
tably toward justice, it seems to have 
taken a sharp detour to some exurban 
mega church. 

The good news is that the lesson of 
the AIDS activism movement revolves 
around the fact that people can come 
together and reshape our society's pri-
orities. 

Anyone up for solving some prob-
lems? 

(Full disclosure: I work for an agency 
that has contracts to provide AIDS pre-
vention services for the City of Milwau-
kee and the State of Wisconsin.) 

tlIg5 C at, Doaai,..c. 
Quality Feline Medicine & Surgery 

Behavior Consultation • Food • Supplies • Gifts 
Boarding • Dentistry 

Kathryn Christensen, DVM 
Exclusively for Cats 

(414) 272-CATS (2287) 
by appointment only 

236 N. Water Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

atdnr torg8 corn 

Attorney at Law Warren J. Klaus 
Partnership Agreements, Probate/Trusts, 

Wills, Revocable Living Trust, 

Title XIX/Estate Planning, 

Durable Power of Attorney, 

Non-Probate Transfers, Real Estate, 

Small Business Matters 
Office: Residence: 

5665 S. 108th St. 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

(414) 529-2800 
fax (414) 529-6447 

2427 N. Sherman Blvd. 
Milwaukee, WI 53210 

(414) 871-3144 
email: WKlaus8163@aol.com 

General Practice of Law • Free Health Care Power of Attorney 

FREE FIRST MEETING in PERSON or via EMAIL 

SPORTS 

Brian Reinkober (breinkober@queerlifenews. 
corn) is the commissioner of SSBL (Saturday 
Softball League) for three years running. He 
is also involved in the bowling league and the 
tennis league. 

A New Year of Sports 
Happy New Year, Sports Fans! 

Hopefully all of us are celebrating the Green Bay Packers' wins during the play-
offs, but should our Green and Gold have lost by this edition's release, all is not 
lost! 

Gay sports are on fire in 2005. 

Bowling 
Bowling has reached its halfway point in the season for the Monday Night Ir-

regular League. At the AMF Bowling Center in West Allis, the mid-championship 
game pitted the Bad Bella Bammas against the team known as Kum & Go. In the 
end, Kum & Go "won & went"to the top of the standings by defeating the 2nd place 
team and taking 1st. Congratulations go 
out to Buffy, Steve, Dolly, Bob, David and 
Rita. The 24 teams started the second 
season with T-M-T sweeping all 7 points 
to take the early lead. Bowling starts at 7 
p.m. each Monday so come on out and 
root for your favorite bowlers! Don't for-
get IGBO 25 is Memorial Day weekend, 
right here in Milwaukee! 

The Men's City Tournament will be 
held February 26 and 27, in Milwaukee 
at the Riveria Lanes. The Monday Night 
Irregulars will be bowling for D&S and 
AMF West Allis. Please contact Rick H. at 
www.hitmilwaukee.org for more infor-
mation. 

The Snowball Softball 
Cup is Saturday, February 

26. Softball in the snow 
will be played, followed 

by SSBL's Winter Banquet 
Party. All teams are 

welcome. Contact 
www.ssblmilwaukee.com. 

Darts 
Meanwhile, in the Milwaukee bars, the dart league is also over halfway through 

its season. By week 13, the standings have gotten extremely tight at the top, with 
the Fluid Bullsh**ers maintaining a 2-point lead over the Ballgame Killers. This was 
after their hard-fought match with another Fluid team, Plaid and Proud. A total 
of 12 points separate the top five teams. Check out your favorite dart team each 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

Softball 
SSBL (Saturday Softball League) had a very successful toy drive for the Sojourner 

Truth House. Thanks go out to all the bars that had toy boxes in their establish-
ments and to their patrons for filling those boxes. A special thanks to Ballgame for 
their incredible generosity and time. 

Also, the Milwaukee Kosmos celebrated Christmas at Fluid on December 21 
with the Kosmos Kristmas Party. There were over 100 wrapped presents and poin-
settias to give away to the partygoers. Monies were raised to send the Kosmos to 
Tampa Bay in February over Presidents' Day weekend to compete in the 11th an-
nual Gasparilla Softball Classic. Results from the Kosmos tournament in Orlando 
will be shared next edition. Anyone wishing to compete with the Kosmos should 
contact Kurt at www.ssblmilwaukee.com. 

Saturday, February 26 will also be the Snowball Softball Cup. Softball in the 
snow will be played, followed by SSBL's Winter Banquet Party. All teams are wel-
come. Cost for entry into the cup is $100. If you are interested in forming a team or 
playing on a team, please contact www.ssblmilwaukee.com. 

Gay Games 
Finally, as many of you know, July 2006 will bring the Gay Games to our neigh-

bors to the south, Chicago. There's been interest among the four main organized 
team sports (softball, tennis, bowling and darts) to form Team Wisconsin. Anyone 
from Wisconsin wanting to participate in this once-in-a-lifetime event, so close to 
Milwaukee, should contact your respective league, or, if you are a person compet-
ing in an individual sport, look for more information next month. 

That's it for now, sports fans. Keep swinging those racquets and throwing those 
balls! 

Summertime is only five months away! T•• VVVV _WVW•T 
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DEcoRNI‘ 

Mary Stearns 
(mstearns@queerlifenews.com) 

is the owner of Orientations, 
Ltd., which she co-founded in 
1977. Originally, the business 

imported Korean chests 
and other Asian antiquities. 

Orientations now offers a full 
range of interior design services. 
Mary is an allied member of the 

American Society 
of Interior Designers. 

A good first step is to 
take stock and get rid 
of all those things you 
haven't worn, used or 

missed in a year 
or more. 

rya 

AW,

‘4. 
4. 

I 

0 

4 

'Vg 

7.---\7-77711 

r:119 L--' 
'• 111 • 

■ 

So simplify and organize — forget the 
impossible New Year's resolutions and 
their inevitable nagging at your con-

science. Clean out those closets, drawers 
and cabinets; then reorganize. 

A good first step is to take stock and get 
rid of all those things you haven't worn, used 
or missed in a year or more. 

Many area charities will gladly accept 
your donations; some even provide pick-up 
service. These donations are tax deductible 
for those who itemize. Perhaps you prefer to 
recycle by passing your unneeded treasures 
along to your family, friends or neighbors. 

If you think your leftovers are too good to 
give away, there are a number of 
area resale clothing and general 
merchandise consignment shops 
thaf will sell your goods, keeping 
a percentage of the price for their 
services. 

As a last resort, most munici-
palities have dumps open to the 
public. Many provide pick-up ser-
vice (usually for a fee). 

Recently, on my block our 
neighbor put out an assortment of house-
hold goods, used toys and appliances. In 
two days everything disappeared. I rescued 
a darling ride-on fire engine for my grand-
son. I love recycling. 

Once you have purged your extras, it's 

Simplify, 
Simplify 
"Most of the luxuries and many of the so-called 
comforts of life are not only not indispensable 
but positive hindrances to the elevation of 
mankind:'— Henry David Thoreau 

time to 
organize 
wh a t 
you' re 
keeping. 
Whipping 
closets into 
shape is a 
booming 

business: You can hire people to customize 
your closets with hanging space, drawers, 
shelving, hooks and bins. Most of the hard-
ware that the pros use is available at the do-
it-yourself stores. 

You can buy grid or solid style shelv-
ing and design your own space. It's more 
efficient to store sweaters, T-shirts, jeans 
and sweats on shelves than to keep them 
in drawers. Besides, you can see them. For 
smaller items such as socks, underwear, 
belts and accessories, you can use baskets, 
boxes or clear plastic containers to hold 
them. Then stack them on your new shelves. 
Shoes can be kept in their original boxes or 
clear plastic containers and stacked on the 
floor or the shelves. 

The inside of your closet door is a good 
place to install a hanging shoe bag, but not 
only for shoes. Those pouches are good 
receptacles for socks, belts or other small 
items. A series of hooks at the ends of 
shelves, moldings or interior doors provides 
hanging options for ribbons, scarves, ties, 
necklaces, hats etc. 

For out of season clothing and accesso-
ries, large containers in the shape of dress 
boxes can be stored under beds. This is also 
a good way to store rolls of wrapping paper, 
ribbon and gift bags. 

If you are lucky enough to live in one of 
Milwaukee's older homes, you may have an 

area that was once the maid's quarters 
— usually a smaller room with a sink or 
even a small bath adjoining.This makes 
an efficient and luxurious walk-in dress-
ing room and closet. It can be outfitted 
with stationary and adjustable shelv-
ing and rods at different heights for 
hanging long and short garments. 
Space permitting, you might consider 
pullout shelves for packing suitcases. 
Finally, you can use the floor as a work-
out, yoga or meditation room. 

dki Red Tail 
Renovation & 
Restoctfion 

414.607.1180 

FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL CONTRACTOR 

Design/Build • Interior/Exterior • Painting 
Custom Kitchens/Bathrooms • Decorative Art 

Wallcovering Finish Carpentry 
Historic Preservation • Roofing 

• www.redtailrenovation.com 

While you're at it, decorate your closet. 
Paint the walls and shelving in bright colors, 
faux paint them, or even wallpaper them to 
coordinate with your bedroom. There is a 
wide variety of hangers on the market: cedar 
and other woods, quilted, scented, plastic in 
all colors, and metal with clips for hanging 
outfits together. 

Scented shelving paper, sachets (espe-
cially lavender), or cedar blocks are a must. I 
also love a touch of whimsy — a stuffed ani-
mal peeking at you every time you open the 
door or maybe a small painting or favorite 
photo. 

Out of the closet and into the living spac-
es: Built-in shelves are wonderful for storing 
and displaying everything from books to 
china, art and electronics. It's nice to have 
cabinets with the shelving, but for storing 
items without cabinets, bins, baskets and 
boxes may be used instead. 

If custom built-ins are not an option, 
again those home improvement centers 
have a great selection of modular units that 
can be put together to maximize your space. 
In my dining room, which has an outstand-
ing tile floor, I had custom shelving built on 
two sides of the room and painted to match 
the woodwork. The room's original plaster 
cove molding is so richly detailed and in 
such great shape that the carpenter scribed 
the cabinet tops around the molding so as 
not to disturb it. Another advantage is that, 
although they look built-in, I could decide 
to use the shelving and cabinets in anoth-
er space. The room now serves as a dining 
room and library, and the books muffle the 
sounds of the stone floor. 

In place of traditional furniture like coffee 
tables, end tables and benches, trunks may 
be used, and they can be used for storage, 
their original purpose. A flat-topped trunk of 
fairly large size can make a very handsome 
coffee table. A stack of several smaller boxes 
or trunks can serve as an end table next to a 
chair or sofa. A trunk at the foot of a bed, in 
a hallway or against a wall can serve double 
duty as a storage container and a bench. 

What a productive and satisfying way to 
start the New Year! I hear the echoes from 
Walden Pond resonating here on the shores 
of Lake Michigan. Can you hear them too? 
Simplify, simplify... 
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ALF Una Spa 
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Calkaris Industries 

Curvet ! Zeritalia 

Gi3varini Erba 

Natutti Leather 

Stave International 
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Not Just Another e ry Stor 

Custom Designed Jewelry Goldsmiths on Premises 

6011 West Layton Avenue 414.281.1022 
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Origina 

Downe Burns, $2,200, 40 x 30 

Maya Eventov, $2,400, 40 x 30 

gallery 

5 0 5 

Works of ,thit 

Rez Raven, 51,600 24 x 24 

505 East 
Silver Spring 
Drive 
Whitefish Bay 

Vladan Ignatovir, 52,600, 24 x 30 

414.962.6302 
M-F 10am-8pm Sat. 10am-5pm 
Sun. Noon- 4pm 

Gallery available for private parties 
and commitment ceremonies. Just call Kate. 

Donna Marko, $1,900, 30 x 30 

Danielle O'Connet Akiyana, $4,300, 60x 48 

Landscape 
Still Life 
Abstract 

Figurative 

Happy to Support the LGBT Community 
Today, and for the Past 10 Years 

Great frame 
of Whitefish Bay 

Up 
Expert Custom Frames, Oils, Photographs, Memoriabilia, 
Limited Editions, Mirrors, Diplomas 

••••••••••••••••••• MMMMM M M  

50 Custom Framing Fee II I 0/0 OFF 50% Off Limited to Custom Labor Only. 
Whitefish Bay Store Only. Expires 12-31-04. • • 
Not valid with any other promotions. 
Must present coupon when placing order. I I 

1 5% OFF 
• MM MM • • NM NM ME MIN NI IIII MI MI NM MI • • Ili III Ma MIN 

Framing of Art 
Includes All Framing Material. 
Whitefish Bay Store Only. Expires 12-31-04. 
Not valid with any other promotions. 
Must present coupon when placing order. 

I 
■ 
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507 E. Silver Spring Drive, Across from Sendik's 962-4889 Hours: Mon-Friday 10-8 Sat. 10-5 8z Sun. 12-4 
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Vancouver: A Pacific Canadian Gem 
By Brian Reinkober 

W
hen one thinks 
of "north of 
the border," im-
mediately the 

French-Canadian city of 
Montreal or the mega-
tropolis of Toronto come 
to mind. 

However, there is 
another Canadian city, 
which should be men-
tioned in the same 
breath, that many gay 
people flock to year 
round — Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia. 

Though a bit tougher to 
get to than Toronto (from 
Milwaukee), the rewards are 
certainly worth the longer plane ride. 
The easiest travel route is on Northwest 
Airlines via Minneapolis. Or drive to Chi-
cago and fly direct. 

Upon arriving in Vancouver, you will 
notice the clean, fresh, pine-scented air. 
Next you will realize that two million 
people live well with diversity in this 
city. It is a very friendly and accepting 
city. 

Vancouver is nestled on three sides 

• . 

A taste of a foreign country, without the 
expense of traveling to Europe, and 

where English is the spoken language. 
by water, with the majestic Coastal 
Mountain Range just to the north of the 
city. It is snowcapped year round. The 
westernmost point of the city is Stan-
ley Park, completely devoting itself to 
outdoor enthusiasts and their activities. 
In summertime, one can lie on Wreck 
Beach or one of the other warm sandy 
beaches (gay and straight, as well as 
regular and clothing-optional beaches). 
Many of these beaches look back at the 
downtown skyline continued on page 29 
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Lake Park Lutheran church 
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LGBT Welcome 
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EAST SIDE STYLE 
MEETS WEST SIDE PRICES 

MARTINI BAR WINES SPECIALTY BEER MIXED DRINKS 
CONTINENTAL DINING - SERVING BOTH LUNCH AND DINNER 

TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
SUNDAY BRUNCH FROM 10 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 

5921 W. VLIET STREET 414.479.0620 

Riverbridge 
condominiums 
1905-25 N. Water Street 

EW LAN 
NTERPR I S 

414.276.2140 
www.NLEdevelopment.com 

1BD, 2 BD and 2 + Den 

from $1751000 

Luxury new construction 

River views & RiverWalk access 

Private balconies & patios 

Whirlpool tubs 

Heated parking included 

The Benchmark in 
Luxury New Construction 

• 
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FILMS, BOOKS and MUSIC 

Roxanne Kupfer 
(rkupfer@queerlifenews. 

com) has a lifelong love 
for movies and books 
which started in Paris 

decades ago. The mother 
of two creative children, 

she lives in Milwaukee 
and Cape Cod. 

For decades, 
Boylan had lived 

with denial of 
considerable 

proportions and 
ever-growing 

torment. 

Reading as a Form of Happiness 
She's Not There: 
A Life in Two Genders 
Jennifer Finney Boylan 

M obel Prize laureate Jorge Luis Borges described read-
I ing as a "form of happiness." I fully agree. I enjoyed 
reading "She's Not There" so much that I felt a sense of 
letdown as the end neared. 

In his mid-40s, professor James Boylan led a charmed 
life. Educated at the elite universities Wesleyan and Johns 
Hopkins, he was chairperson of the English Department 
at Colby College, a prestigious New England institution. 
Boylan was also a nationally acclaimed author, father of 
two healthy and precocious boys, husband of an exu-
berant, sophisticated wife, even a bit of a "ham" as key-
boardist in a local rock 'n' roll band. 

But, of course, this was only "one side of the story." 
For decades, Boylan had lived with denial of consider-
able proportions and ever-growing torment. He was a 
woman imprisoned in a man's body. The first moment of self-
awareness occurred at age 3 as he watched his mother iron 
his father's white shirts: "Someday," his mother exclaimed, 

"you'll wear shirts like that" Boylan writes, "I listened 
to her strange words, as if they were a language other 
than English. I didn't understand what she was getting 
at. She never wore shirts like that. Why would I ever 
be wearing shirts like my father's?" The inner conflict 
escalated over the years despite his efforts to bear the 
burden in silence. 

In 1999, he finally accepted his transsexuality. 
"She's Not There" documents in detail the journey 

to complete the gender transition; not just the physi-
cal and psychological treatments (psychotherapy, 
feminine hormones, intricate electrolysis and voice 
training before the final reassessment surgery in a Wis-

consin clinic), but, equally important to Boylan, the myriad 
changes his decision brought upon family and friends. Pow-
erfully evocative, "She's Not There" (the title, taken from the 
hit song by the '60s band the Zombies, is a perfect metaphor 
for Boylan's trapped identity), propels the reader through the 
life-altering experiences with pathos, sensitivity and ample 
humor. "I was born in 1958, on June 22. ... [lit was also the 
birthday of Kris Kristofferson and Meryl Streep whom I both 
resembled although not at the same time;' Boylan quips. 

continued on page 25 
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Mambo Italian° 
directed by Emile Gaudreault 

DVD 

The Wedding Banquet 
directed by Ang Lee 

DVD 

A s I watched these comedies, I was remind-
ned of Robin Williams in "The Bird Cage" 
escorting his new daughter-in-law and her ho-
mophobic parents out of his nightclub to the 
tune of "We Are Family." 

What makes these comedies ring "true to 
life;' is the way they deal with the coming-
of-age of their gay characters. "Coming out" 
was the first step. The next and perhaps even 
more complex issue they confront is forging a 

lifestyle that enables 
them to hold mem-
bership in both the 
gay community and 
their parents' tradi-
tional communities. 

In order to appease 
his aging parents liv-
ing in Taiwan,their gay 
son, a businessman 
and slum landlord 
in the United States, 
concocts a marriage 
of convenience with 

a talented, attractive compatriot and tenant (she 
gets the green card and forgiveness on overdue 
rent, he fulfills his parents' wishes). Of course, when 
the parents make a short-notice visit to celebrate 
the momentous occasion, events tumble in unex-
pected ways. 

For the italian-version,"Mambo Italianorthe set-
ting is the "old neighborhood" in Montreal where 
generations have lived_ in close proximity and in 
full view of their fellow paesan. Children grew up 
together; they married each other and continued 
their parents'lifestyles.The movie's protagonist, An-
gelo also pairs up with a childhood friend who hap-
pens to have blossomed continued on page 25 
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READING continued from page 24 
The vignettes of specific events in-

volved in the laborious medical treat-
ments, interspersed with those from 
daily life, which continued its course, 
are by turns hilarious and tearful. Dur-
ing the boy/girl stage, shopping for a 
car, the same salesman shows Jenny 
the most expensive model and "talks up 
the cup holders and illuminated dash-
board," while James is offered less ban-
ter and a better deal. In the course of 
the transition, Luke, the older son com-
ments, "Some of my friends think you 
are a girl.""That must be hard," interjects 
Boylan. "Not really. I just tell them, that's 
my daddy." Or deliberating on a new 
name for Boylan, the boys reject Jenny, 
which sounds like an "old lady's name," 
but quickly come up with maddy — half 
mommy, half daddy. 

At the core of all these memorable 
anecdotes lies a profound commentary 
on the human condition. No activist, 
Boylan is a powerful crusader on behalf 
of all men and women "trying to find 
the courage to do something impos-
sible, to attain enlightenment, to find 
the courage to become oneself." Almost 
provocative in its willingness to be frank 
about the experiences,"She's Not There" 
is an account in which honesty, love and 
the redemptive power of family do tri-
umph over fear and pain. 

Professor Jennifer Boylan has gifted 
us an unforgettable reading experience. 

DVDS continued from page 24 

into a macho policeman — tough on 
the outside but terrified of coming out" 
But come out"they must when their re-
spective parents discover the relation-
ship... And the plot continues to build 
on the pull between family, community 
and the characters' personal longings. 

While the conventional measure 
of film reviewing would consider both 
movies as little more than adequate, I 
would instead single them out for their 
convincing depiction of a "slice of queer 
life!' Like Robin Williams, the characters 
in "The Wedding Banquet" and "Mambo 
Italiano" manage to celebrate their com-
mon ground because they are family. 

513E CENTER SIRE 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53212 

414-327-0666 
OWNER: CAROL WOOD 
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Greatest Hits 
Aaron Copland 
CD 
A recent article in 
n"Rolling Stone," writ-
ten in the wake of the 
Ashlee Simpson lip sync-
ing faux pas on Saturday 
Night Live, underscores 
that it is the rule rather 
than the exception in 
the music industry. I can 
think of several reasons 
why Ashlee or Britney 
are "disabled" in their 
singing metier: They are 
incapable of remembering the words, or maybe they are distracted by the heavy 
bouncing they do on stage (some call it dancing). Actually both women are CD/TV 
showgirls and have nothing in common with genuine musical artists. 

Which brings me to the musician for this issue: Aaron Copland whose reputa-
tion has grown over the years. Alas, his name may not elicit instant (or any) recog-
nition. And that's a pity because for seven decades he created the quintessential 
American classical language in music. His compositions continue to be played on 
television, at presidential inaugurations and countless public ceremonies. He won 
a Pulitzer Prize for his ballet composition "Appalachian Spring" (1944), an Oscar 
for the musical score to the movie "The Heiress" (1949) and a Gold Congressional 
Medal (1986). 

What is of interest to the gay community is that not only was Copland homo-
sexual, he knew and accepted his identity from adolescence. According to How-
ard Pollack, author of the definitive Copland biography, intense reading in litera-
ture (poet Walt Whitman, French novelist Andre Gide) and psychology (Sigmund 
Freud, Havelock Ellis) shaped his view of homosexuality as a "natural and inherited 
phenomenon:' Not surprisingly, within the artistic and musical circles in which he 
spent most of his life, the homosexuality was not even an issue. At the same time, 
Copland had no interest in "coming out." Urged by close friend, collaborator and 
one-time lover Leonard Bernstein in the late '60s, Copland gently responded, "I 
think I'll leave that to you, boy." 

Born in 1900 to immigrant parents, success came neither quickly nor early 
to Aaron Copland. He began piano training at the advanced age of 13. At 21 he 
went to Paris to continue classical training. The young musician thrived in the city 
that was an international proving ground for the arts as well as for pluralistic life-
styles. But unlike fellow expatriates such as Josephine Baker, Copland felt his life 
and career belonged in the United States (naturally, being white and male, he 
had more options). Back in New York, he began crafting music that engaged the 
"new" generation raised with radio and musical recordings. Just like in his private 
life, Copland gracefully brought together the classical European traditions and 
the popular streams of American music, including folk tunes, jazz, Tin Pan Alley, 
Broadway shows and open harmonies. In so doing, he demonstrated, perhaps 
better than anyone else, that it was possible for music to be both very traditional 
and very accessible. 

My favorites on the CD are "Fanfare for the Common Man,""Rodeo" and "Billy 
the Kid." 
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A Classy Gay Guy 
Copland 

GBfRiESi 

ITS 

RICHARD 
RODGERS: 

The Sweetest 
Soun& 

Saturday, Jan. 15 
7:30 p.m. 

Paula Foley Tillen, 
Conductor 

Plymouth Church 
2717 E. Hampshire, 

Milwaukee 

Tickets are: 
$12 in advance, $15 at the dom.. 

Available through chorus members, AfterWord Books, 

anci by 4-Arnim:tiny the chorus officc. 

Wisconsin Cream City Chorus • 315 W. Court St., Suite 101 
Milwaukee 53212 • 414/276-8787 

www.creamcitychorus.org 
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Q Arts Calendar 
Out Now 
Colored Threads/Art 
to Wear XIV 
Katie Gingrass Gallery 
241 N. Broadway 
414-298-0855 
Through January 14 

Guys on Ice 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater 
Stiemke Theater 
108 E. Wells St. 
414-224-9440 
Through January 16 

The Syringa Tree 
Renaissance Theaterworks 
Off Broadway Theatre 
342 N. Water St. 
414-278-0765 
Through January 23 

Forbidden Broadway 
Marcus Center 
Vogel Hall 
929 N. Water St. 
414-273-7206 
Through February 27 

I Love You, You're Perfect, 
Now Change 
Broadway Baby Dinner Theatre 
5132 W. Mill Road 
414-358-2020 
Through April 4 

Wednesday, January  12 
Happy Landing 
Classic Film (1938) 
Charles Allis Art Museum 
1801 N. Prospect Ave. 
414-278-8295 

Thursday, January 13 
Northern Lights 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
Marcus Center 
Uihlein Hall 
929 N. Water St. 
414-273-7206 
Through January 15 

Vivid Color Comes to Life 
Exhibit Opens 
Katie Gingrass Gallery 
241 N. Broadway 
414-298-0855 

Friday, January 14 
The Visual Voice: 
Communication Design 
Alumni Exhibition 
Exhibit Opens 
Milwaukee Institute of Art & 
Design 
Layton Gallery 
273 E. Erie St. 
414-276-7889 
Through March 19 

Michael Glabicki 
Roots Rock 
Shank Hall 
1434 N. Farwell Ave. 
414-276-7288 

Plaza Suite 
Bay Players 
Whitefish Bay High School 
1200 E. Fairmount Ave. 
Through January 22 

Visiting Mr. Green 
Racine Theatre Guild 
2519 Northwestern Ave., Racine 
262-633-4218 
Through February 6 

Bedroom Farce 
Sunset Playhouse 
800 Elm Grove Road 
262-782-4430 
Through January 30 

Saturday, January 15 
Lana Mae's Honky-Tonk 
Laundry 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater 
Stackner Cabaret 
108 E. Wells St. 
414-224-9440 
Through March 20 

Model Railroad Show 
Floral Show Dome 
Mitchell Park Horticultural 
Conservatory 
524 S. Layton Blvd. 
414-649-9800 
Through March 6 

Sunday, January 16 
Bright Eyes 
Pabst Theater 
144 E. Wells St. 
414-286-3663 

Milwaukee Youth Symphony 
Orchestra 
With guest Frank Almond 
UWM Helene Zelazo Center 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. 
414-272-8540 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Birthday Celebration 
Marcus Center 
929 N. Water St. 
414-273-7206 

Monday, January 17 
Don Rickles 
Potawatomi Bingo 
1721 W. Canal St. 
414-847-7922 
Through January 18 

Wednesday, January 19 
The Winter Dance Party 
Pabst Theater 
144 E. Wells St. 
414-286-3663 

Stowaway 
Classic Film (1936) 
Charles Allis Art Museum 
1801 N. Prospect Ave. 
414-278-8295 

Thursday, January 20 
God's Favorite 
On the Wall Productions 
Off the Wall Theatre 
127 E. Wells St. 
414-327-3552 
Through January 30 

Friday, January 21 
Gallery Night 
Historic Third Ward and East 
Associations 
Various locations 
414-273-1173 
Through January 22 

Let's Dance! 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
Marcus Center 
Uihlein Hall 
929 N. Water St. 
414-273-7206 
Through January 23 

Yes. No. (Maybe So...) 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater 
Quadracci Powerhouse Theater 
108 E. Wells St. 
414-224-9440 
Through February 20 

You Know I Can't Hear You 
When the Water's Running 
Waukesha Civic Theatre 
264 W. Main St., Waukesha 
262-547-0708 
Through February 6 

We love the arts! 

Don't let us miss 

your show or event. 

Send us more at: 
qartscalendar 

@queerlifenews.com 

Saturday, January 22 
Porgy and Bess 
Living Arts Inc. 
Schauer Arts and Activities 
Center 
147 N. Rural St., Hartford 
262-670-0560 

Art of the Ordinary 
Wild Space Dance Company 
Milwaukee Art Museum 
Windhover Hall 
414-224-3220 
Repeats January 23 

Sunday, January 23 
Songs of Faith and Spirit 
Alverno College Pittman Theatre 
3401 S. 39th St. 
414-382-6044 

Monday, January 24 
Over the Rainbow: A Con-
cert Celebrating a Century 
of Harold Arlen 
Marcus Center 
Uihlein Hall 
929 N. Water St. 
414-273-7206 

Tuesday, January 25 
Queensryche 
The Rave 
2401 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
414-342-7283 

Wednesday, January 26 
St. Petersburg State Ballet 
Theatre 
Young Auditorium 
UW-Whitewater 
930 W. Main St., Whitewater 
262-472-2222 

Tin Pan Alley 
Classic Film (1940) 
Charles Allis Art Museum 
1801 N. Prospect Ave. 
414-278-8295 

Thursday, January 27 
Keith Haring's Mural 
Exhibit Opens 
Haggerty Museum of Art 
530 N. 13th St. 
414-288-1669 

Vicki Lawrence and Mama 
Northern Lights Theater 
Potawatomi Bingo Casino 
1721 W. Canal St. 
414-847-7922 

Friday, January 28 
A Water Bird Talk and Gianni 
Schicchi 
Skylight Opera Theatre 
Broadway Theatre Center 
151 N. Broadway 
414-291-7800 
Through February 13 

Ain't Misbehavin' 
With Anita Stemper 
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center 
19805 W. Capitol Drive 
262-781-9520 

14th Annual Ceili for Peace 
Irish Cultural Heritage Center 
2133 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
414-372-3060 

The Goodbye People 
Next Act Theatre 
342 N. Water St., 2nd floor 
414-278-0765 
Through February 27 

Sunday, January 30 
The Underpants 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater 
Stiemke Theater 
108 E. Wells St. 
414-224-9440 
Through March 13 

Russian Jewels 
Waukesha Symphony Orchestra 
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center 
19805 W. Capitol Drive 
262-781-9520 

Monday, January 31 
Frankly Music 
Presents Bartok's "Contrasts" 
Wisconsin Conservatory of Music 
1584 N. Prospect Ave. 
414-276-5760 

Tuesday, February► 1 
Emanuel Ax 
Chamber Music 
Pabst Theater 
144 E. Wells St. 
414-286-3663 

Friday, February 4 
Dora the Explorer Live! 
Dora's Pirate Adventure 
The Milwaukee Theatre 
500 W. Kilbourn Ave. 
414-291-7605 
Through February 6 

Coming Soon 
February 10: Peking Acrobats, 
Pabst Theater 

April 20: David Sedaris, Pabst 
Theater 
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Lana Turner, La Cage and Underpants! It's 2005! 
"Welcome to the Theatre!" 
That's a song from "Applause" the musical version 
I of that classic Bette Davis film "All About Eve." 

Ah, life in the theatre. 
Let me tell you about the time Lana Turner fired 

me. I was working for the Drury Lane Theatre in Chi-
cago. I was locking up the theatre after the show. I 
knocked on the 'star's" door; and asked her to please 
leave. I was fired the next day! Would you believe the 
Legendary Diva got to the theatre at 2 p.m. for an 8 
p.m. curtain? And what make matters even worse, at 
8:30 p.m. they were still holding the curtain. 

Didn't you love our premiere issue! Yummy! 
Speaking of food: Have you made any 2005 

New Year's resolutions? Atkins, tummy tuck, cheek im-
plants? Make it a resolution to see some live theatre! 

Live Shows 
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts had the 

powerful "Les Miserable" at the beginning ofJanuary. 
Next they bring you that high comedy hit "Forbidden 
Broadway7 This show will spoof many current and 
classic Broadway productions. I saw the original show 
in Chicago with Milwaukee's Tom Marks of M&W 

Playhouse Productions 
in the cast. What a hoot! 

Northern Lights 
Theatre has the hi-
larious Mama and Vicki 
Lawrence. 

Jason Powell and 
Jim Skiba are two ex-
tremely talented, good-
looking guys in "I Love 
You, You're Perfect, 
Now Change," playing 
a long run at Broadway 
Baby Dinner Theatre. 

"A Water Bird" and 
"Gianni Schicchi" will 
be a season highlight 

Where Fun People 
Have a'Great Time 

\Vine Jncl Pine 
ENJOY A DELICIOUS BOTTLE OF WINE FROM OUR EXTENSIVE WINE LIST FOR HALF PRICE!*  OR 

BRING IN A FAVORITE BOTTLE FROM YOUR COLLECTION AND WE'LL WAIVE THE CORKAGE FEE.*

\\(vine5k-lat oi)5to-
ENJOY SUCCULENT GRILLED LOBSTER TAIL FOR 519.95 

I. ir[1:.; 

OUR EVER-CHANGING TAPAS MENU OFFERS TEMPTING TAPAS TO SHARE AND SAVOUR 

e.5tI\c I ncLith 
FEATURING ALASKAN KING CRAB LEG SPECIAL 

PLUS EARLY BIRD SPECIALS 

LIVE JAZZ PIANO MUSIC EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 6:30-9:30 AND EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY FROM 7:00 - 11:00. 

t--  

• C. .1-241 

HAL= _NARD 

iiILL 
CHARLAP EMIANUEL 

FEB,26 TRIO AX FE111 

at Skylight 
Opera fea-
turing J. Rob-
ert Baker. 

My own personal #1 
choice for laughs: "The Under-
pants;' by Steve Martin at the 
Milwaukee Repertory The-
ater. This is a quick-paced, zany 
farce!! 

Next Act brings us Herb 
Gardner's comic stage poem 
"The Goodbye People:' 

Renaissance Theaterworks 
presents the virtuoso piece "The 
Syringa Tree:' 

"God's Favorite" has been rescheduled to "Lilies 
of the Field" for On the Wall Productions. 

The classic comedy "Bedroom Farce" is at Sun-
set Playhouse, and "Plaza Suite" opens at Bay 
Players. Ticket prices are very reasonable! 

Hey, big spender! Christina Applegate will star in 
the pre-Broadway tryout of "Sweet Charity" at the 
Cadillac Theatre in Chicago. Follow that with show 
tunes at Side-Tracks on Halsted. 

A few years back I did "The Music Man" at Music 
Under the Stars. Gary Beach starred as Harold Hill. I 
was so pleased to see that the continued on page 30 

Do You Love Antiques? 
Best selection for collectors and decorators in 

Milwaukee's trendy warehouse district! 
• lir thru 20' century • 15,000 sq ft., packed! 

• Dozens of southeastern Wisconsin's top antique dealers and decorators 
• From the elegant to the funky • Small items, big items in all price ranges 

Milwaukee's best selection of designer vintage clothing! 

Customer oriented! 
• Local, national and international delivery available 

• lay away • easy, convenient parking • gift certificates 

175 S Water St • Milwaukee, WI 
Riverview„; OPEN 11-6 daily, noon to 5 Sunday 
Antique Mcnket Phone: 414.278.9999 

Print out a map from your door to ours: 
www.RiverviewAntiquertiarketcom 

ThePabSt 
THEATER 

ARTIST 
 E S 

BUY ONLINE ANYTIME @ www.pabsttheater.org 8~~8
414.286.3663 tPIANIST 

Ron Carter John Scotleld Trio 8. Jazz at Lincoln Center: Marian Anderson Raphael Emerson  String 

Quartet Brad Mehitlau Trio The Music of Dexter Gordon String Quartet Trio Quartet 

March 19 RPM 23 May 14 April 12 May 1 

0 

Raymond Bradford 
(rbradford@ 
queerlifenews.com) 
is a freelance director, 
choreographer and 
actor. Ray lives on 
the East Side and is 
the artistic director of 
R.S.V.P. Productions. 
Ray also teaches 
acting. 

ti
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ports & Cultural Festival 15-22 July 2006 Chicago, USA.

Will Word 
Quarterback for Chicago 

Flames, Gay Bowl IV finalists. 
Student. Multi-sport athlete, 
playing softball, tennis, flag 

football and basketball. 
Registered for Gay Games VII 

in Flag Football - his first 
Gay Games 

©Tom Wiegand 

All are welcome--from 
beginner and recreational 
to masters and elite levels. 

12,000 PARTICIPANTS 
FROM 70 COUNTRIES 

c 30 SPORTS PLUS BAND, 
CHORAL, CHEER AND 
COLOR GUARD 

OPENING CEREMONY 
AT SOLDIER FIELD 

MEDAL CEREMONIES 
AT MILLENNIUM PARK 

BAND/CHORAL AT 
JAY PRITZKER PAVILION 

CLOSING CEREMONY 
AT WRIGLEY FIELD 

CITYWIDE ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

--"n•,,  • 

Badminton 
Basketball 
Beach Volleyball 
Bowling 
Cycling 
DonceSport 
Darts 
Diving 
Figure Skating 
Flog Football 
Golf 
Ice Hockey 
Marathon 
Martial Arts 
Physique 
Pool/Billiards 
Powerlilting 
Racquetball 
Rood Races 5/10K 
Rowing 
Rugby 
Sailing 
Soccer/Football 
Softball 
Swimming 
Tennis 
Track and Field 
Triathlon 
Volleyball 
Water Polo 
Wrestling 
Band 
Chorus 
Cheer Teams 
Color Guard 

CHICAGO 2OO6 

1'F TIE R l\ 
OF LANI1 s 

Register Today 
www.GayGamesChicago.org 

InfogGayGamesChicago.org 
773.907.2006 

GENRE WINDY CITY 

MEDIA mem GROUP 

• • • 

GAY. COM 

A" PlanetOut Inc. Company 

"Goy Games," the "federotion 
of Gay Games," and the 
interlocking circles device ore 
trademarks of the Federation of 
Gay Games, Inc. 

Gay Games VII Creative 
Services: 
McKNIGHT KURLAND 
BACCELLI 

Photo Credits: 
Vito Pelmisano 
?Bianchi, 2002 

©Meredith, 1986-2002 
°FGG, 2002 
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Steve Ahl (sahl@gueerlifenews.com) resides in 
the Third Ward with his partner Don and their cat 

Shirley. He is employed as a chemist for a company 
located in the surrounding Milwaukee area. 

Variety: The Spjce of Life 
A s we pass from day to day many of us ask, "What is the 
nspice of life?" For me the answer is variety. (Well, maybe 
not everywhere, like the bedroom, because yours truly is a 
one-man man!) However, variety in the kitchen will definitely 
keep the dinner plate sassy. This month I am going to start 
you out with a simple base recipe. This starter recipe will al-
low you to make a plethora of tasty dishes. 

Base Recipe (Chicken) 
3-41b. split chicken breasts 
2 tsp. salt 

onion 
celery (optional) 
carrots (optional) 

Place the chicken in a large stockpot. Add cold water to pot un-
til chicken is well covered. Add salt, onion, celery and carrot to the 
stockpot. Bring water to boil and then reduce heat. Simmer for 11/2
hours. Retain chicken broth by pouring through a fine mesh strainer 
into a separate container. Allow chicken to cool slightly, then pull 
meat from bones. Cover and refrigerate the chicken broth. Once the 
broth is chilled use a slotted spoon to remove and discard the top 
solidified layer. 
Take the chicken and pull it into pieces. 

Now there are many options for what to do next: 
To keep it simple, just buy a can of chicken gravy, add it to 

the chicken and heat in a saucepan. 
You can do the same thing using a bottle of your favorite 

barbeque sauce. Or if you want something a little different, 
try this recipe for my favorite barbeque sauce: 

Steve's Sweet & Spicy BS 

= 

Well, we still need to 
do something with the 
chicken broth. Certainly 
there are many things you 
can do with this broth, 
but none are better than 
your standard homemade chicken soup. Here is a simple but 

—1 delicious recipe: 

1 tbsp. olive oil 
1 small onion, diced 
1 habanero pepper, diced 
2 large tomatoes, chopped 

11/2 cups cider vinegar 
1/3 cup honey 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce 

1 15-oz. can diced tomatoes 1 tsp. salt 
Note: The seeds and veins of a pepper contain acid. This acid creates 
the hot and spicy flavor. My suggestion would be to cut the haba-
nero pepper in half and remove the seeds. Then without rinsing the 
pepper, cut it into fine dice. The residual acid on the inside skin of 
the pepper should make the sauce a little spicy without causing too 
much pain upon consumption! 
In a medium saucepan heat the oil. Add the onions and pepper and 
cook until soft. Add the tomatoes, canned tomatoes, vinegar, honey, 

I brown sugar and Worcestershire sauce. Bring mixture to a boil and 
then reduce to simmer. Continue to heat until the sauce is slightly 

i reduced and thickened. 

1.

Chicken Noodle Soup 
2 tbsp. olive oil 
2 medium carrots, diced 
2 stalks celery, diced 
chicken broth from base recipe 
(add water to reserved broth to make 10 cups) 

2 tbsp. powdered chicken base (such as Orrington Farms) 
1 cup chicken pieces from base recipe 
6 oz. broad noodles 

Heat the olive oil in a large stockpot and add the carrots and 
celery. Sauté over medium heat for about 7-8 minutes. Add the 
chicken broth and chicken base. Turn heat to high and bring to 
boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 10 minutes. Add the chicken 
and the noodles and simmer for 10 more minutes. 

These recipes are a simple way to make some delicious 
homemade meals. Perhaps the spice of life is just a KISS: Keep 
It Simple, Stupid. 

**I 

VANCOUVER continued from page 23 
of modern glass and steel with every different shape and size 
of building — more like works of art than simply downtown. 

Vancouver is filled with large shopping areas such as Yale-
town, Gastown & Denman, Robson and Granville Streets. 
The Canadian chains Roots (clothes) and Aldo (shoes) are a 
must-visit for the savvy shopper. A bonus for all travelers to 
Canada is the Canadian dollar. It is still a relative bargain for 
Americans crossing the border to the north. At the time of 
this article, you get $1.25 Canadian for every $1 U.S. So shopa-
holics, everything is on sale! 

Landmarks and sites that should not be missed while in 
Vancouver include the Capilano suspension bridge (the 
longest wooden suspension bridge in the world), Grouse 
Mountain (spectacular views of Vancouver), Granville Island 
(a tiny market-filled island) and Victoria (the capital) via the 
ferries. 

Vancouver is the warmest city in Canada. During winter-
time, temperatures rarely get below freezing, yet an hour's 
drive north on the sea is Whistler Mountain, one of the pre-
mier ski resorts in North America with hundreds of inches of 
snow each year. Whistler Mountain is also home to the alpine 
competition in the 2010 Winter Olympic Games and gay ski 
week at the end of January/beginning of February. 

Vancouver's gay scene is quite a vibrant one and mixes 
well into the city's fabric. Davie Street is the main gay area, 
resembling Chicago's Boystown. Most of the bars along this 
street are intermixed with shops, cafes and restaurants of ev-
ery ethnic cuisine. A must-try is the Greek restaurant Stepho's 
on Davie Street, where people are lined up waiting on any 
given day of the week. 

For the leather crowd, Pumpjack is the place to be seen. 
Don't be surprised to wait in line to get into this popular des-
tination. For those that are into the club scene, Vancouver 
has two must-see clubs. Odyssey is a crowd favorite jammed 
packed with young hard bodies on the large dance floor 
where, on Thursdays, one can find male strippers performing 
in "Shower Power" (you have to see it for yourself). There's also 
the renovated Celebrities with the latest sound and lighting 
shows. Both clubs have a cover charge. For a down-home bar 
where you can play pool or darts, try Numbers. 

If you like to have a taste of a foreign country, without the 
expense of traveling to Europe, and where English is the spo-
ken language, then Vancouver is your city. 

Tip of the Trip: Instead of taking a $30 taxi ride from the 
airport, take the 98B city bus which costs a Loonie and a 
Toonie (Canada's $1 and $2 coins) right into downtown with 
transfer. 

FAMILIES continued from page 16 
est to our members. The Web site is a 
great addition to the organization. 

RFM also works with the Milwaukee 
LGBT Community Center and PFLAG 
(Parents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays) to increase awareness 
about the organization. To ensure that 
our members are well-informed about 
issues that arise in the community, 
some members receive e-mails from Ac-
tion Wisconsin and other organizations. 
These members then pass this informa-
tion on to other members via the e-mail 
list. This has been an effective method 
of sharing information. 

The easiest way to contact RFM is by 
e-mail. Use the "contact us" link on the 
Web site or e-mail mkerainbowfamilies 
@hotmail.com. Or contact RFM via snail 
mail at Rainbow Families Milwaukee, 
c/o PFLAG, 315 Court St., Milwaukee, WI 
53212. 
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YOUTH 

Christopher Allen and Colin 
Koehler are both teens 
and attend high school 
in Milwaukee. They are 

members of their school 
GSA and are involved with 

Diverse and Resilient, a 
social service organization 
whose mission is to ensure 

the healthy development 
of the LGBTQ community. 

Chris: With the beginning of every New Year I 
always promise myself that somehow I'll cre-
ate a new me. Somehow the person I see in 
the mirror will be different from the person I've 
seen every other day of my life. 

How I plan to do that? I don't know. 
Have I ever been able to do it? I'm not sure. 
I know who I am and I know that the person 

I see in the mirror every morning after I wipe 
the sleep from my eyes is the person that all 
those years put together makes. I'm proud of 
myself, proud of who I am, and I know that the 
only way I can show the world who I am is by 
being true to the ones around me. 

I always knew I was attracted to people of 
the same sex. 

As far as I can remember, I never found the 
need to share this feeling with my family. I 
never saw why it would be important for me 

to tell my family that the son, 
nephew or cousin that they 
know wasn't really the person 
they see in front of them ev-
eryday. Just recently I found 
that need. 

If the people I love don't 
know who I am, than who 
does? I needed to validate 
the person I knew was inside 
— me. Why live this lie? • 

I often found myself think-
ing that maybe I could be at-

• . 
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Coming Out: A Long Journey 
tracted to the opposite sex. Maybe I didn't 
have to live a secret life. However, I knew down 
inside that I could never be the person they 
wanted me to be, never have the wedding 
that they planned for me. The only way I could 
stop leading my secret life was if I told them 
the truth. Only then would I never disappoint 
them — they'd be able to share in my joy. My 
family would be able to comfort my pains or 
disagree about me, my true self, not a stereo-
type they know nothing about. 

So I chose to come out. 
A weight was lifted off of my shoulders. I 

no longer feel as if I'm lying to everyone, and 
myself. 

Colin: In my experience coming out as a 
person has been an easy step for me. However, 
coming out to my parents has been a com-
pletely different story. 

Like in many coming-out stories, I knew 
from a very young age that I was attracted 
to both girls and boys. Coming to terms with 
such realizations was never that easy. Add to 
the mix a conservative father and stepmother. 
Of course there was a lot of denial on my be-
half. Up until the time I moved in with my fa-
ther, I was never pessimistic about how I felt. 
My mother and I had many open conversa-
tions about how I felt. 

Feeling liberated at my mom's and trapped 
at my dad's, I ended up bottling many things 
within myself. 

AN EVENING OF ROMANCE WITH 

JIM BRICKMAN 
SATURDAY 

FEBRUARY 12, 8:00 PM 
The Pabst Theater 

Tickets: Pabst Theater Box Office 
414-286-3663 

www.pabsttheaier.org • http://www.pabsttheater.org 

Who you are isn't based 
upon whom you love; it's 

about what's on the inside. 
Of course my silence eventually subsided 

as I learned to accept the person that I am. I 
grew as an individual and found an incredible 
amount of support around me. I still remember 
many long and stressful conversations about 
my sexuality with my parents. Though I have 
been open about whom I am, it still remains a 
struggle for me to talk about it. 

Chris and Colin: We both found support and 
rejection in unexpected places. 

What we want people to realize is that sex-
uality, gender expression and any other type 
of preference is only a layer of who we, as LGBT 
youth, really are. As young adults we do not 
want people to look at us and notice only one 
thing: We're queer. There is so much more that 
makes up who we are as teenagers. We must 
defend our right to express ourselves and feel 
safe in doing so. 

2005 is a new year and with it we'll make a 
new us. Call it our New Year's resolution or just 
a promise to ourselves, but we plan to reach 
other youth. 

Who you are isn't based upon whom you 
love; it's about what's on the inside. 

We promise ourselves that we'll open up 
a little more, and show the world who we are 
inside. 

Your comments and encouragement 
are welcome atgyouth@queerlifenews.com 

THEATRE continued from page 27 

new production of "La Cage" on Broad-
way stars Gary as Zaza. When Gary was 
starring in "The Producers," he got me 
standing room only seats, and I was 
next to the director, Susan Stroman. 

The fabulous Cynthia Paplaczyk 
and I have taken in lots of shows recent-
ly. I saw "Twelfth Night" at Boulevard 
Ensemble and Tom Gale as Higgin in 
"My Fair Lady" at Shorewood Play-
ers. "A Christmas Carol" with Michael 
Koscinki, and Gutzman's "Holiday 
Punch" — full of parody! Every produc-
tion had its own merits. 

Movies and Books 
I hope you weren't at the mov-

ies alone on New Year's Eve. "Closer," 
"Meet the Fockers," "Alexander," and 
"Kinsey" would all appeal to you in dif-
ferent ways. Try the Marcus Cinemas. 

If you want to read lots of movie and 
theatre books try Outwords bookstore 
on Murray Avenue. 

Gossip, Gossip, and More Gossip! 
I decided to check out the Midtowne 

Spa. I ran into this guy who played the 
lead in my "Funny Girl" years ago."Hel-
lo, gorgeous!!" 

Talented Tom Weissgerber started a 
new cabaret act, Ensemblah, and had to 

replace a popular lead female singer. 
Nearly 200 people auditioned for 

"Chicago" for Shorewood Players. A 
theatre god will play God in a show this 
spring! I knew some of those "Cabaret" 
chorus boys 20 years ago when I moved 
to Milwaukee — they should call them 
chorus men! 

Hey, I sure will miss Tula's.Thanks for 
your years with us theatre folk! 

After the theatre, check out Bella's 
on Milwaukee Avenue. 

If you do go to the bars, please, tip 
the bartenders.... They work hard and 
smile through some rough nights!! 

My Aunt Blanche is screaming at me 
because I didn't take her to see Ruth 
Schudson in the acclaimed "Kimberly 
Akimbo"!! 

Trivia 
In "Forbidden Broadway" they 

sang an "Evita" spoof Don't cry for me, 
 (who)??? 

That reminds me of the trivia ques-
tion from the last issue. 

Answer: "Hairspray" star Harvey Fi-
erstein will be playing Tevye on Broad-
way. He should be Yente the Match-
maker. 

"Hey, Big Spender! Spend a little time 
with me"— next issue!!! 
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Daniel Ziebell is a 
Marquette University 

graduate who analyzes 
regulatory compliance 

for a local insurance 
company. He, Tad and 
Elliot now make their 
home,in Brewer's Hill. PETS 

Elliot the Humanist 
They say love happens when you least expect it. For about 

eight months my boyfriend Tad and I had been brows-
ing the Web trying to agree on the particular size and breed 
for our first family addition. To be honest, I wasn't altogether 
convinced we should have a dog just then; we had recently 
moved in together and I was more than a little concerned 
about a puppy ending the spontaneous pleasures enjoyed in 
a new relationship. The quaint weekend trips, running out to 
dinner, clean carpets... Was I ready to give all these up? 

And then it happened. 
One evening after looking at what seemed like 100 Web 

sites of Welsh Corgi breeders, Elliot's face popped up. Tad 
jumped up and shouted, "That's my baby!" like a mother find-
ing her lost child. Elliot is a red and white Cardigan, which 
means he looks like a little fox: tall, pointed ears, long bushy 
tail, orange fur and a long snout. Enough to melt a heart, I 
grant you, but his eyes are what did me in. They are deep 
brown "princess Jasmine eyes" with black eye-liner accents. 
The next thing I knew, we were on a six-hour car ride to Des 
Moines with a puppy crate in the back seat. 

Elliot is a relatively small dog, so city living suits him fine. 
He rings a little bell next to the door when he needs to go 
outside. He has an affinity for classical music and sits by the 
speakers with his ears perked for piano concertos. 

Is your pet queer? Or are you queer? If so, 
we'd like to hear about your best friend. 
Email us at qpets;&queerlifenews.com 

Carsickness aside, Elliot assimilated well into his new 
home. But our little family of three wasn't enough. Elliot is a 
true humanist. He cares about people without prejudice or 
motive. It's as though he wants to bring everyone he meets 
into our little pack. 

Even dog-tired, Elliot rallies to greet our neighbors on the 
street or friends in the hall. And they respond. 

Some neighbors say Elliot smiles at them. Others coordi-
nate play groups for our 
canine "kids." Others sim-
ply play with his velvety 
ears. Before Elliot, we had 
courteous, "in passing" interactions with our community, but 
now strangers, neighbors, and friends alike take time out of 
their busy days to play with Elliot and talk with us. It's opened 
a whole new perspective for Tad and me. Elliot has taught us 
to slow down and pay attention to what's really important in 
life — community and the ones you love. 

We are a close-knit gay family. Elliot has the unconditional 
love of two daddies, even though he"came out"as the straight 
member of our family. His godmother Andrea and aunt Emmy 
spoil him with affection. But Elliot knows that to have a truly 
full life, he must be active in his home community, be it as 
simple as wagging a tail to say hi to a new face. 

Some neighbors say 
Elliot smiles at them. 

A History to Remember 
by Michael Doylen 

(In October 8, Donna Burkett and Manonia Evans 
kiappeared before the Milwaukee County Clerk to 
apply for a state marriage license. 

The County Clerk, surprised by the request of the 
lesbian couple, consulted with legal counsel, who in-
formed him that two women cannot legally be mar-
ried in Wisconsin and that it was his duty to refuse to 
issue a marriage license. Burkett and Evans were not so 
easily put off. "The law should protect us and help us 
the way it does any two straight people who love each 
other and want to live together;' Burkett explained to 
the media. "That's our civil right" 

The couple filed suit in Milwaukee Federal Court on 
October 13, seeking a court order to have the County 
Clerk issue the license. Their suit was denied. 

This event happened in Milwaukee in 1971, more 
than 30 years before our current struggle for"gay mar-
riage" in 2004. Burkett and Evans weren't alone in their 
efforts to crash the heterosexual marriage party. Their 
suit was part of the first wave of same-sex marriage 
lawsuits that occurred in the 1970s in places such 
as Colorado, Vermont, Minnesota and Kentucky. Al-
though none of the claimants in these cases was suc-
cessful, their stories are important and should not be 
forgotten. 

Burkett and Evans' story is one of many contained 
in the Milwaukee LGBT Archives housed in the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) Libraries. This 
archive is being assembled with the assistance of the 
Milwaukee LGBT History Project, a volunteer organiza-
tion committed to preserving the history of our city's 
LGBT community. 

As the story of Burkett and Evans demonstrates, 
Milwaukee possesses a rich, but not well-known LGBT 
history. Far too often, the voices and actions of LGBT 
individuals are unrecorded, suppressed or erased. Evi-
dence of our accomplishments is also lost through ne-
glect or mishaps. 

Organizations lose or 
destroy records when they 
move or close. Individuals or their survivors discard 
personal histories recorded in photos, letters and 
scrapbooks. Current issues and debates obscure the 
contributions of earlier generations. The result is a 
fragmentary and incomplete historical record, and an 
amnesic community with no common memory. 

The Project works with local organizations, busi-
nesses and individuals to ensure that our history is 
saved and our community strengthened. On the one 
hand, we serve as a liaison between the Milwaukee 
LGBT community and the UWM Libraries' Archives De-
partment, which provides a place where the records of 
organizations and individuals are preserved and made 
available for research by community historians, jour-
nalists, teachers, students and the general public. For 
instance, thanks to a last-minute tip from the Project, 
the UWM Archives was able to save the records of the 
Cream City Business Association — a defunct organi-
zation of gay and lesbian business owners and service 
providers — from the dumpster. 

To fill gaps in the documentary record, the Project 
conducts interviews with members of our community 
about their life experiences, personal observations and 
community contributions. Interviews are captured on 
cassette tape or mini-CD and, when resources permit, 
a written transcript of the oral history interview is pro-
duced. The interviews are then placed with the other 
Milwaukee LGBT Archives at UWM. So far, the Project 
has completed interviews with a dozen individuals, in-
cluding Ron Geiman, publisher and founder of InStep, 
who died May 11. 

The Milwaukee LGBT Archives provide a unique 
perspective on the formation of Milwaukee's publicly 
visible gay and lesbian community in the 1970s and its 
development over the next two decades. The collec-
tions are especially strong in the areas of politics and 

Far too often, the voices and actions 
of LGBT individuals are unrecorded 

suppressed or erased. 
social activism, media, and so-
cial organizations. 

You're welcome to study 
the accomplishments of activist groups such as the 
Women's Coalition, the Lambda Rights Network, the 
Human Rights League, and ACT UP Milwaukee. These 
groups were on the front lines of gay/lesbian rights in 
the 1980s and 1990s, focusing Milwaukee's attention 
on diverse issues such as sex discrimination against 
women, hate crimes legislation, police-community re-
lations, and the rights of HIV-positive individuals. 

Another strength of the collections is local media. 
Newspapers such as GPU News, Wisconsin InStep, Wis-
consin Light, and broadcast programming produceu 
by the Milwaukee Gay/Lesbian Cable Network contain 
a wealth of information about LGBT history as it hap-
pened.These media collections also show how groups 
of individuals worked together to introduce a "queer 
perspective" into public discourse about homosexual-
ity. 

Several other collections in the Milwaukee LGBT 
Archives show the importance of recreation and play 
in consolidating a community identity. The records of 
the Sherman Park Rainbow Association, Bi Definition, 
and Black and White Men Together show individuals 
using sexual identity as the basis for defining social 
relationships. 

A complete list of the collections making up the 
Milwaukee LGBT Archives is available on the Web at 
www.uwm.edu/Libraries/arch/Igbthtm. 

By bringing these historical sources together in one 
publicly accessible location, the Project and the UWM 
Archives provide researchers with the raw material for 
learning and writing about Milwaukee's LGBT History. 

HISTORY 

Michael Doylen is the head of the UWM Archives Department and 
Milwaukee LOT History Project member. 

R. 
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A Breeze and a Hurricane 
How did you meet? 

Rich: I met Kendall while I was living 
with my former partner. We saw each 
other often enough at the gym where 
we started nodding and then speaking 
— neither of us remember who said 
the first words. Neither of us are shy. 
In one week, we met each other three 
times. First in the gym; secondly, in front 
of the courthouse; and thirdly, at a les-
bian Packer party. At that party, Kendall 
and Ken [Rich's ex], chatted about Paris, 
since my ex frequented there for busi-
ness and because Kendall just returned 
from there. By the end of the party, Ken-
dall was invited to my home for dinner. 
I thought I would set him up with my 
friend Tom. They hit it off as friends, but 
nothing more. 

Three months later, I was single and 
Kendall asked me out. Kendall made the 
first pass and I turned him down; howev-
er, on the next date we enjoyed a cruise 
on the Iroquois and became affectionate. 
We barely made it into Kendall's apart-
ment and our clothes were flying... Now, 
seven years later, the clothes don't fly as 
often, but our relationship is stronger. 

What is unique about your partner 
or your relationship? 

Rich: My partner is like a warm, calm 
breeze and I'm like a hurricane. I look at 
him and my feet touch the ground. 

Kendall: We complement each other 
as part of our personalities. I'm more 
laid-back and calm and he's more go, 
go, go — energetic. Our relationship 

ff...P.I . Ravenswood Clinic 
Your source for outpatient mental health 
and substance abuse treatment needs 
serving Milwaukee's East Side, Riverwest, 
North Shore, and surrounding communities. 

2266 North Prospect Ave, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
(414) 224-0492 Visit us at: www.ravenswoodclinic.org. 
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COUPLES 

Rich Gaeta and Kendall Karst were both born in 1959. Kendall works for the 
State of Wisconsin as a probation agent and believes the war on drugs is a 
farce that has filled the nation's prisons. He is an advocate for legalization of 
drugs. Richard manages the Lead Poisoning Prevention Program for the City 
of Milwaukee and has fought hard for 30 years on various issues of social 
justice. They live together in the Washington Park neighborhood. 

brings balance for both of us. 

What is the happiest time you had 
together? 

Rich and Kendall: Our most recent 
trip, where we really centered on our-
selves and didn't have to spend time ac-
cording to other people's agendas. We 
went to New York City: Broadway, Tavern 
on the Green, the Sex Museum, a horse 
and buggy ride through Central Park. We 
stayed in a hotel, didn't look up friends 
and did whatever we wanted to do. 

How do you handle fights? 
Richard: I speak my mind loud and 

clear. Kendall has difficulty express-
ing what he is feeling and becomes in-
trospective. We agree to not bring up 
things that happened long ago, but 
stick to the present. I know that if I shut 
up long enough to listen I will usually 
understand what's bothering Kendall 
and may be able to respond effectively. 

Kendall: Communication is impor-
tant and takes work. It's an ongoing ef-
fort and we've been fairly successful at 

it. We check in with each other once or 
twice a week. 

What are your hopes for this rela-
tionship? 

Rich: Affection, improved communi-
cation and lots of loving. It's been almost 
a year since we sold our old homes and 
have moved into our home in Washing-
ton Park. There's a real sense of commu-
nity here and we hope to stay. 

Kendall: Continued good commu-
nication skills and helping each other 
grow in different areas and different 
parts of our lives. Being supportive and 
living through the big things — job 
changes, family deaths, etc. — together. 
We've had a lot of disruptions. Both of us 
have been in car accidents and through 
physical therapy recently. Being in a 
house together after six years has been 
a good thing. 

Do you and your partner want to be role 
models or grab your 15 minutes of fame? 
Email gcouples@gueerlifenews.com 
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Mike Shauge 

Wisconsin State Registered 
HOME INSPECTOR #63 

KINSHIP INSPECTION SERVICE INC. 

Providing Professional Inspections 
of Your Home or Business 

Buyer Inspections • Seller Inspections 
Radon Screening • Commercial Inspections 

DILHR Weatherization 
INSPECTIONS: Monday - Saturday 

OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon. - Fri. 
FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 

800-863-2255 
MEMBER 

C3 DR8 
Award Winning 
Custom Jewelry Design 
& Original Artwork 

Expert Repairs 
Pearl Restringing 
& Appraisals 
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Bring In This Ad 
When You Stop To Visit 

And Receive A 25% Discount 
On Any Repair, Custom Design 

Or In-Store Purchase 

C3 Designs 8628A S. Marketplace Oak Creek, WI 53154 (414) 764-3892 
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CALENDAR 
Events located at the Milwaukee LGBT Community Center, 315 W. Court Street, unless otherwise noted. 

Thursday, January 13 
Meet & Greet Come by the Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center to meet and welcome its new 
Executive Director, James Pennington. Refreshments 
will be served. 5—8pm. 

Legal Night Free legal consultation with LGBT-
friendly attorneys. First come, first served. 6—8pm. 

Friday, January_14 
Project Q Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. 
For more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit 
www.projectq.org. 

Lesbian Alliance of Metro Milwaukee 
Game Night Come by the Center to enjoy a board 
game and meet with other interesting women. 
For more information call 414-272-9442 or email 
lamm@milwpc.com. 6-10pm. 

Saturday, January 15 
Project Q Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. For 
more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www. 
projectq.org. 

FORGE (Supporting FTM's and their significant 
others.) Meet to network, share personal experiences, 
become more informed and gather resources. Meets 
1st Saturday each month, 7-10pm. 

BWMT (Black and White Men Together) 6—8:30pm. 
For more information, call 414-342-0705. 

Sunday, January 16 
Open Space Support group that strives to create a 
welcoming, safe and supportive space for lesbians of 
all ages. $5 fee paid as you are able. Meets 3rd Sunday 
each month at the Counseling Center of Milwaukee, 
2038 N. Bartlett Ave., 6—8pm. For more information, 
call Cheryl at 414-271-2565. 

Tuesday, January 18 
Project Q Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. For 
more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www. 
projectq.org. 

Wednesday, January 19 - 
Center Advocates Phonebank SEIU, 633 S. Hawley 
Rd. Help find opponents of Wisconsin's constitutional 
ban on marriage and civil unions for gay couples. 5:30-

- 8:30pm. Call Pabitra at (414) 271-2656 x119 or e-mail 
PBenjamin@mkelgbt.org. 

Thursday, January 20 
Rainbow U Lecture"Gay Games II & Ill: A 
Participant's View." Slide show presentation by Peggy 
Morsch of Cedar Creek Images. Free and open to the 
public. 7—8:30pm. 

Friday, January 21 
Project O Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. For more 
information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www.projectq. 
org. 

Saturday, January 22 
Project Q Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. For 
more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www. 
projectq.org. 

WI Rainbow Alliance of the Deaf Meeting and 
socializing the 4th Saturday each month, 6:30—10pm. 
For more information, contact Suzette at sgaray@uwm. 
edu or Jake at jakestercool@2way.net. 

Tuesday, January 25 
Project Q Drop-in for LGBTQ youth under 24. For 
more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www. 
projectq.org. 

Thursday, January 27 
Lobby Day to Stop the Constitutional Ban 
on Civil Unions & Marriage. Join the Milwaukee 
LGBT Center's contingent to Lobby Day at the State 
Capitol (sponsored by Action Wisconsin). 10am-4pm. 
Bus leaves from Milwaukee LGBT Community Center, 
315 W. Court St. at 8am by reservation only. For more 
information or to RSVP e-mail PFlaherty@mkelgbt.org. 

Friday, January 28 
Project Q Drop-in for LW() youth under 24. For 
more information, call 414-223-3220 or visit www. 
projectq.org. 

Saturda , January 29 
Project Q Drag Show A fundraiser for Project Q. 
Performers under 24 years old welcome. Cash prizes for 
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Place. $3 at the door. 8pm - until??? For 
more information contact Warren at 414-223-3220 or 
Warren@ProjectQ.org 

Tuesday, Februart1
Stitch 'n' Bitch Into needle crafts like crocheting, 
knitting or counted cross stitch? Join us to work on 
your projects, chat and enjoy the company of other 
LGBT people. Meets 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month at 
Outpost Natural Foods, 100 E. Capitol Dr., 7-9pm. For 
more information, contact dawns@uwalumni.com. 

Saturday, February  5 . 
FORGE (For Ourselves: Reworking Gender Expression) 
A social support group open to all people interested in 
Female to Male (FTM+) and Significant Others, Family, 
Friends, and Allies (SOFFAs) issues. Meets 1st Saturday 
each month at the LGBT Community Center, 7pm. 

Sunday, Februag 6  
Out to Brunch Lesbian potluck brunch meets 1st 
Sunday each month, 11am. Juice and coffee provided. 
Call for location. For more information or to be added 
to the monthly newsletter, call Deb or Donna at 414-
276.-5070 or write deblang@ameritech.net. 

Wednesday, February 9 
2nd Annual Speed Dating for Nature Lovers at the 
Urban Ecology Center Preregistration required online 
at UrbanEcologyCenter.org by February 2. Participants 
guaranteed five mini dates and may have as many as 
fifteen depending on the number of people registered 
in their category. Dating is open to heterosexual, gay, 
and lesbian singles in parallel dating events. Admission 
$20 for non-members, $15 for members of the Urban 
Ecology Center. 7-9pm. For more information visit 
Urban EcologyCenter.org. 

Saturday, Februa 12 
Have a Heart A gala dinner and silent auction at 
historic Lambeau Field in Green Bay to benefit the 
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, by raising funds 
to support prevention programs and health and social 
services for their patients and clients. To order tickets or 
register, call 800-359-9272, ext. 1545. 

Gemini Gender Group Support and social group 
for crossdressers and transsexuals. Meets 2nd Saturday 
each month, LGBT Community Center, 6-9:30pm. 

Group Meetings at The Milwaukee 
LGBT Community Center and Around Town 

BiDefinition 
A social and discussion group for bisexuals and those 
questioning or supporting. Visit www.mkelgbt. 
org/community/bidefinition.asp or www.groups. 
yahoocom/group/bi_definition for more information. 
BWMT (Black and White Men Together) 6pm to 
8:30pm, third Saturday each month:For more 
information, call 342-0705. 

Cream City Squares 
Square dance Sundays,"friendship set to music."Casual 
attire. Singles, couples, and families are all invited. 
Lake Park Lutheran Church, 2647 N. Stowell Street. 
Lessons are 1-3pm, club dances are 3-4:30pm. Meets 
every Sunday. For more information visit http://iagsdc. 
org/creamcity or e-mail djdilges@execpc.com 

FORGE 
(For Ourselves: Reworking Gender Expression) A 
social support group open to all people interested in 
Female to Male+ (FTM+) and Significant Others, 
Family, Friends, and Allies (SOFFA's) issues. Meets first 
Saturday of the month at 7pm. 

Gemini Gender Group 
Support and social group for cross-dressers and 
transsexuals, 6pm to 9:30pm, second Saturday each 
month. 

Lake Park Lutheran Church 
A "Reconciling in Christ" congregation (LGBT 
welcome), Sunday mornings, 2647 N. Stowell St 8am 
worship in chapel, 9am education hour for all ages, 
10am worship in sanctuary, fellowship hourfollowing 
the service. For more information call 414-962-9190 
or visit www.lakeparklutheran.com 

Men's Voices Milwaukee 
A men's choral group. Rehearsals every Monday, 7:30-
9:30pm for its two seasons, August to December and 
January to May. Auditions two weeks before and after 
start of rehearsal season. For more information write 
mvmchorus@hotmail.com • 
Metropolitan Community Church 
A gay group here in Milwaukee. We exist to magnify 
God's love, minister God's will, celebrate God's creation, 
and cherish God's people. Sunday mornings, 1239 
W. Mineral St. 10am Christian education and 11am 
worship service. For more information visit www. 
queerchurch.org or e-mail revlew2004@yahoo.com 

Open Space 
Support group that strives to create a welcoming, safe 
and supportive space for lesbians of all ages. Meets 
third Sunday each month, 6-8pm at the Counseling 
Center of Milwaukee, 2038 N. Bartlett Ave. $5 fee paid 
as you are able. For more information call Cheryl at 
414-271-2565.. 

OutCare Sexual Health Center 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 5-9pm. Walk-in 
health center that is  to meet the needs of the 
LGBT community. For more information or to check the 
current clinic hours call 414-277-9370. A service of 
Planned Parenthood. 

Out to Brunch 
Monthly lesbian brunch meets on the first Sunday of 
the month at 11am, call for location. It's a potluck with 
juice and coffee provided. For more information or to 
be added to the monthly newsletter call Deb or Donna 
at 414-276-5070 or write deblang@ameritech.net 

Pilgrim Christian Church 
815 Northview, Waukesha. An Open and Affirming 
Congregation, gladly welcoming and affirming all 
people. LGBT members participate fully, holding office, 
teaching children and sharing their faith journeys. 
Worship at 10am Sundays, call 414-443-0976 for 
more information. 

Positive Direction Milwaukee 
Every Wednesday, 7-8:30pm. A social support group 
for HIV-positive gay men from Milwaukee and 

. the surrounding areas. We provide a confidential, 
welcoming environment where we can seek sound 
social support, freely air our emotions and suggestions, 
and find new social opportunities with each other. 
Also, hosts various events, including get-togethers 
and social outings. For more information, call John at 
414-461-5894. 

Project Q Drop-in 
For LGBTQ youth ages 14-24. Every Tuesday, Friday, 
and Saturday. Call 223-3220 or visit our website www. 
projectq.org for more information. 

The Queer Program 
Live weekly call-in show by, for, and about the Queer 
community. Live Mondays at 6:30pm on Cable 
Channel 96, Milwaukee Community Media. Hosted 
by Michael Lisowski and Charles Daniels. Replays on 
Saturdays at Midnight and 10pm. 

SAGE Milwaukee 
(Senior Action in a Gay Environment) 
Various events. Visit www.mkelgbt.org/community/ 
sage.asp or call 414-224-0517 for more information 
and SAGE events listings' 

Stitch 'N Bitch 
Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7-9pm. OutPost Natural 
Foods, 100 E. Capitol Dr. Into needle crafts like 
crocheting, knitting, or counted cross stitch? Join 
us and work on your projects, chat, and enjoy 
the company of other LGBT people. Contact 
dawns@uwalumni.com for more information. 

Unitarian Universalist Church West (UUCW) 
Two worship services concurrent with children's 
religious education classes at 8:45 & 11AM Sundays, 
13001W. North Ave., Brookfield. For more information 
call 262-782-3535. 

WI Rainbow Alliance of the Deaf Meeting 
Every 4th Saturday, 6:30-10pm. Contact Suzette at 
sgaray@uwm.edu or Jake at jakestercool@2way.net for 
more information. 
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Q Retail 
2Burn (Ventless fireplaces, gifts) 
11708 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa 53226 
(414) 607-7000 
Body Ritual (Body piercing, jewelry, gifts) 
2010 N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee, 53202 
(414) 273-3777 
Avante Garde (Body piercing) 
7219W. Greenfield Ave., West Allis, 53214 
(414) 607-4068 
C3 Designs (Custom jewelry) 
8628A S. Marketplace, Oak Creek, 5 -,154 
(414) 764-3892 • 
Clinton Street Antiques 
i 110 S. First St., Milwaukee, 51204 
(414) 647-1773 
Eyez Unique (Optical) 
2238 S. Kinnickinnic Ave, Milwaukee 
(414) 481-0868 
Genesis (Custom jeweler, goldsmith) 
6011W. Layton Ave., Greenfield, WI 53129 
(414) 281-1022 
Gallery 505 (Fine art) 
505 E. Silver Spring Dr., Whitefish Bay, WI 53217 
(414) 962-6302 
Great Frame Up (Art framing) 
507 E. Silver Spring Dr., Whitefish Bay, WI 5321/ 
(414) 962-4889 
Grava Gallery (Art framing) 
1209 E. Brady St., Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 277-8228 
Miss Groove (Gifts) 
1225 E. Brady St., Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 298-9185 
Optix (Fashion eye frames) 
2616 N. Downer Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53211 
(414) 964-3125 
Out of Solitude Jewelry 
918 E. Brady St., Milwaukee, WI 53202 

. (414) 223-3101 
Outpost Natural Foods • 
100 E. Capitol Dr., Milwaukee, 53212 
(414) 964-7789 
OutWords Books (LGBT Books & Espresso Bar) 
2710 N. Murray Ave., Milwaukee, 53211 
(414) 963-9089 
Popular News (Adult books, videos) 
225 N. Water St., Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 278-0636 
Rubin's (Furniture) 
224 E. Chicago St. Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 278-8100 
Saturn of Milwaukee (Auto Dealer) 
3 locations 
www.saturnofwisconsin.com 
(888) 473-1632 
Sportland 2 (Motorcycles) 
7221 S. 13th St. , 
(414) 764-2800 
Video Adventures 
(Video/DVD 
sales/rentals) 
1418 E. Brady St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 272-6768 
Wishful Things 
(Antiques) 
207 E. Buffalo St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 964-9799 

Did we miss 
your shop 
or business? 
Do you cater 
to the LGBT 
community? 
Email 
qbusiness@ 
queerlifenews. 
com 

QUEER LIFE 

O 

A Time to Celebrate 
More than one hundred enjoyed our launch party at the Q Life office in December. 
Keep your eyes open for more festivities around the corner! 

REALTY 
EkECTITIVES 

LAKESHORE 

KATIE BALK 
Team 

What Real Estate Should Be. 

414-906-8001 

www.katiefalk.com 

www.queedifeme_ws.,com 

PENNINGTON continued from page 7 

Pennington is currently single, 
having left a four-year relationship 
about a year ago. Still on good terms 
with his `ex, they share custody of 
two cats and a dog, with Pennington 
now caring for Max, a yellow Labra-
dor retriever. 

"If you see a guy being dragged 
down Brady Street by his yellow Lab, 
say `Hi!' It's probably me." 

For more information on the 
Milwaukee LGBT Communi-
ty Center, call 414-271-2656 or 
visit www.mkelgbt.org. 
Jamakaya is an award-winning journalist, 
historian and grant writer who lives on 
Milwaukee's East Side. 

The Milwaukee LGBT Community Center will 
host a welcome reception for its new Executive 
Director, James Pennington, on Thursday, 
January 13, 2005, at the Community Center from 
5pm- 8pm. The Center is located at 315 W. Court 
Street near Downtown Milwaukee. 

LGBT Community Center Programs 
David Bohnett CyberCenter 
computer classes, Internet access and more 

LGBT Resource Directory and Information 
and Referral Line 
referrals to LGBT-friendly service providers 

Project Q 
safe space/support for LGBT and questioning youth 

LGBT Anti-Violence Project 
addresses impact of hate crimes, domestic violence 
and sexual assault on L6BIS 

Therapy Assistance Program 
psychotherapy services on a sliding fee scale 

Legal Night 
monthly program offering free legal consultation 

LGBT Task Force on Aging 
collaboration with Senior Action in a Gay Environment 
and the Milwaukee County Department on Aging to 
improve services for LGBT seniors 

Rainbow U Lecture Series 
monthly educational program 

Library 
lending library with over 2,500 LGBT-themed books 

Speaker's Bureau 
speakers available to discuss L68T issues 

Circle of Friends 
promotes HIV/AIDS awareness among men of color 

OutVote 
nonpartisan voter education project 

For information on any of these programs, 
call 414-271-2656. 

LGBT Community Center Tenants 
Cream City Chorus 

Cream City Foundation 

Diverse and Resilient 

Ebony Pride 

Galano Club 

Men's Voices 
Milwaukee 

Juana Vega Resource 
Center 

Lesbian Alliance of 
Metro Milwaukee 

National Organization for 
Women — Milwaukee 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays 

PrideFest 

V V v 
v V V 
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Statewide: 
Action Wisconsin 
122 State St. Suite 309 
Madison, WI 53703 
Contact: Chris Ott 
(608) 441-0143 

AIDS Action Wisconsin 
820 Plankinton Ave. Milwaukee 53202 
(800) 359-9272 

AIDS Resource Center of 
Wisconsin 
(800) 359-9272 
820 Plankinton Ave. Milwaukee 53202 
(414) 273-1991 

BiNet USA 
(National bisexual political 
organization) 
(202) 882-4384 

Diverse & Resilient 
315 W Court Street # 101 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
j414)390-0444 
www.diverseandresilient.org 

Gay Youth Wisconsin Hotline 
(Fri/Sat Eves 7pm-lOpm) 
(414) 272-TEEN 
toll free 1-866-gay-youth 

Log Cabin Republicans-
Wisconsin 
P.O. Box 199 Milwaukee, 53201 
E-Mail: LCCW1@aol.com 
(414) 299-9443 

New Beginnings PENPALS 
(Monthly newsletter) 
Box 25, Westby, W154667 

Outbound 
(LGBT Nightlife Publication) 
P.O. Box 1461, Brookfield 53008 
(414) 915-3806 

Pride in Wisconsin Government 
c/o OutReach, P.O. Box 310, 
Madison, WI 53701 
(608) 255-8582 

Quest 
(LGBT Nightlife Publication) 
P.O. Box 1961, Green Bay, 54301 
(414) 433-9821 

Rainbow Families Wisconsin 
(LGBT-Family Support) 
600 Williamson St., # 1P, 
Madison 53703-3588 
(608) 270-1024 

Wisconsin AIDS Library 
(414) 225-1539 
e-mail: arcwlib@execpc.com 
(800) 359-9272 

Wisconsin AIDSline 
(free/anonymous) 
(800) 334-AIDS 

Wisconsin DHFS HIV/AIDS 
Program 
P0. Box 2659, Madison 53701-2659 
(800) 991-5532 

WI. Legislative Hotline 
(800) 362-WISC 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Milwaukee: 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
(Request gay meetings) 
(414) 771-9119 

Bi Definition 
(Bisexual community events) 
315 W. Court St., Suite 101 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 299-9612 

Brew City Bears 
P.O. Box 1035 Milwaukee, WI 53201 
(414) 299-0401 

BWMT-Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 091475 
Milwaukee, WI 53209 
E-mail: bwmtmilwaukee@aol.com 
(414) 540-9437, ext 3 

Castaways M.C. 
(Levi/Leather club) 
P.O. Box 1697 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Charles D Productions 
HIV prevention, counseling & testing 
203 N. 35th St. Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-934-9004 

Counseling Center 
(LGBT support & discussion groups) 
2038 N. Bartlett Ave. • 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 271-2565 

Cream City Chorus 
315 W. Court Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 276-8787 

Cream City Foundation 
315 W. Court Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 225-0244 

Cream City Squares 
(G/L Square Dancing Club) 
(414) 445-8080 

Fest City Singers 
(Gay choral group) 
P0. Box 11428 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
(414) 961-0713 

Firebirds 
(L/L group), 
P.O. Box 159, 53201-0159 

Foster Youth Independence 
2672 N. Holton, Milwaukee, WI 53212 
www.fyicenter.org 
Email: fyimk@aol.com 

Front Runners 
(running group) 
(414) 332-1527 

Galano Club 
(chemical free recovery club) 
315 W. Court St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 276-6936 

Milwaukee GAMMA 
(sports/outdoors/recreation/social) 
P0. Box 1900, Milwaukee, WI 53201 
(414) 365-3453 
Membership Info: (414) 358-2111 

Gay Lesbian Education 
Employees of Metro Milw. 
(414) 462-8404 

Gay/Lesbian Studies UWM 
(414) 229-6402 

Gay Youth Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 090441 
Milwaukee, WI 53209 
(414) 265-8500 
gayouthmil@aol.com 

Gay People's Union 
Hotline 414-645-0585 
PO Box 208 53201 

Gay Straight Alliance 
(Waukesah County Technical College) 
GSA do Student Life 
C121, 800 Main St., Waukesha 
(262) 691-5388 

Gemini Gender Group 
(TV/TS/TG support/social) 
P.O. Box 44211, Milwaukee 53214 
(414) 297-9328 

Girth & Mirth/Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 862 
Milwaukee, W153201 

GLEAM/SPECTRUM 
(GLBT Employees of Ameritech) 
P.O. Box 254 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 
(414) 482-4310 

G/L Community Trust Fund 
P0. Box 1686, Milwaukee 53201 
(414) 643-1652 

Great Lakes Harley Riders 
P.O. Box 341611 
Milwaukee, WI 53234-1611 

HRL-Pac 
(Political Action Committee) 
P.O. Box 510407 
Milwaukee, WI 53203-0074 
(414) 319-9863 

Holiday Invitational Tournament 
(G/L bowling event) 
PO. Box 899 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Keep Hope Alive 
(HIV Holistic Support) 
P.O. Box 27041, West Allis 53227 
(414) 548-4344 

LAMM 
(Lesbian Alliance of Metro Milwaukee) 
315 W. Court St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 272-9442 

MGALA 
(Marquette U. GL Alumni) 
P.O. Box 92722 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Marquette.Gay/Straight Alliance 
Campus Ministry, 617 N 14th St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 
(414) 288-6873 

Men's Voices Milwaukee 
315 W. Court St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 765-9198 

Metro Milwaukee Tennis Club 
(Brian) 
(414) 704-1688 

Milwaukee House of Infiniti 
HIV prevention 
RUN2 (youth) Sheba (transgender) 
610 N. Water St. Suite 340 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
414-727-5865 

Milwaukee LGBT Community 
Center 
315 W. Court Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 271-2656 

Milwaukee Symphony Chorus 
Auditions/Info 
(414) 559-9330 

Narcotics Anonymous 
(request gay mtgs.) 
(800) 711-6375 
(414) 276-8546 

Outdoors Cooperative Sports 
Group 
(414) 963-9833 

PFLAG 
(Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) 
315 W. Court St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 299-9198 

Pathfinders 
(Youth counseling, shelter) 
1614 E. Kane Place 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 271-1560 

PrideFest 
(Annual Pride festival) 
PO Box 511763 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 
414-272-FEST (3378) 

Project Q 
(Youth Program of the Milwaukee 
LGBT Center) 
315 W. Court 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
(414) 223-3220 

The Queer Program-channel 96 
live, Mondays 6:30-7:30pm 
replays, Saturdays midnight & 10pm 
queerprgrm@aol.com 

Rainbow Alliance at UWM 
Box 122, 2200 E. Kenwood Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
(414) 229-6555 

Riverwest Rainbow Association 
P.O. Box 12888, Milwaukee 53212 
riverwestrainbow@hotmail.com 

SAGE Milwaukee 
(for older LGBTs) 
1845 N. Farwell Ave. Suite 220 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 224-0517 

Saturday Softball League 
2333 N. 56th St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53210 
414-350-7147 
www.ssblmilwaukee.com 

Sexual Compulsives Anonymous 
(SCA) 
(414) 299-0755 

Shoreline 
(country dancing, instruction) 
P.O. Box 510283 
Milwaukee, WI 53203-0051 
(414) 747-0388 

Silver Space 
(for older lesbians) 
c/o Counseling Center 
2038 N. Bartlett Ave. 
Milwaukee 
(414) 271-2565 

Two Spirit Society 
(Indigenous LGBT People of America) 
1186 W. Glenview Ave. 
Milwaukee, WI 53213 
redtail1186@yahoo.com 

Wisconsin Haverim 
(GLBT Jewish Group) 
Zohar Harari: zoharwi@yahoo.com 
(414) 202-8074 
Mark Behar: mpbehar@wisc.edu 
(414) 277-7671 

Wisconsin Outdoor Women 
(outdoor sporting events) 
P.O. Box 94, Hales Corners, 53130 
(414) 427-2082 

Feel left out? Q Life's 

goal is to include all 

organizations that serve 

the LOT Community. 

If we've missed you 

or it's time to update 

your organization's 

information, please 

Email: gorganizations@ 

queerlifenews.com 
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189 North Milwaukee Street • Third Ward 
414.273.5620 • www.bellacaffe.com 

Where Milwaukee meets Chicago 
in the Historic Third Ward 

& visit our CoffeeHouse 
just 4 blocks west of the 
Summerfest grounds. 

More than a co eebouse 

ow ha ve soups, sandwiched, salad 

Fri & Sat: 6:30am-midnight 

Sunday: 6:30a m-5:00pm 

N in BAY VIEW 

T411 SOUP filf1-1/-HT 

2211 S Kinnickinnic Ave • 414.727.8462 
www.thesoupmarket.com 

Mon. - Fri. 11:00am - 7:00pm 
Sat. 11:00am - 3:00pm • Sunday Closed 

we feature six made from scratch soups daibil 

As well as sandwiches, 
salads and desserts. 
Dine In or Carty Out 

JAKE'S DELI 
featuring New York Style 
Hand Sliced Corned Beef & Pastrami 
Since 1935 

Dig-IN OR CARRYOUT 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAIIAI

1634 W. NORTH AVE WAUKg 
414-562-1272 

TUg.-FRI 10-4, SA 10-3 

Clubbing 
in a 
Winter 
Wonderland 

CLUBBING 

During the holiday season the 
clubs are hot and the crowds are 

even hotter. Though the holidays have 
passed, along with many of the best 
parties, the fun hasn't ended. 

The bars and clubs don't close, and 
the vibrancy of the city endures. 

The white of winter and the gut 
wrenching cold seem to have little ef-
fect on the growing diversity and en-
thusiasm of Milwaukee, a city which I 
believe to be one of the most exciting 
in the good old United States. So many 
options engulf the nightlife of this fine 
city, from fancy lounges to small hole-
in-the-wall bars. 

On a recent excursion down 2nd 
Street, I stumbled upon one of the neat-
est clubs in town, Boom. It's convenient-
ly attached to the Room, an adjoining 
bar. Located at 625 S. 2nd St., Boom and 
the Room are hidden gems. 

From the outside, the Room is seem-
ingly dark, but to my surprise, I opened 
the door to a beautifully equipped neon 
orange bar — a club-goers fantasy. The 
finest liquor, great music and, most im-
portantly, a friendly staff and crowd. 

Whether you sit at a bar stool or 
snatch one of the many tables, this 
place just makes you happy. The Room 
also has an ample patio — obviously 
not for glacial evenings such as those 
we experience here in the winter won-
derland of Milwaukee. 

1920's Classic 
6215 W. Locust 

4 Bedroom, 1 Bath Bungalow 
in Lenox Heights. This one's 
big with sunroom, den, eat-in 

kitchen, hardwood floors, 
artificial fire place, built-ins & 

More! Priced to sell at 
$135,000. 

Call Carole Wehner at 
414-704-7103 

Realty Executives Lakeside 

Chris Schmidt 

Boom and the Room have happy 
hour Monday through Friday from 5-8 
p.m. With reasonably priced drinks as 
well as plasma screens for everyone's 
entertainment, the Room truly makes 
for a wonderful evening. 

For those who wish to venture away 
from the Walk-
er's Point area, 
an all-time 
favorite joint 
of mine is on 
Brady Street, 
on Milwaukee's 
"fashionable" 
East Side, the 
Hi Hat Garage. 

The Hi Hat 
and the Ga-
rage are two 
bars conjoined 
by a some-
times slippery 
stairway (watch 
your step. The 
Hi Hat has what 
I believe to be 
the most amaz-
ing martinis in 
all of Milwau-
kee. Alongside 
an impressive food menu, the Hi Hat of-
fers a wide range of wines by both the 
bottle and the glass. 

Specials galore! Monday night at the 
Hi Hat is a "Friends of Mike" night where 
wine by the bottle is half price. For those 
industry folk, Tuesdays are to die for. 
On S.I.N. night (Service Industry Night) 
drinks are half price, excluding the fa-
mous martinis, making for, at least, a 
memorable evening. The ambience is 
great and the service is excellent. Locat-
ed on the corner of Brady Street and Ar-
lington Place at 1701 N. Arlington Place, 
the Hi Hat is truly impeccable. 

The Garage, an attached and more 
laid-back bar, houses sufficient seating 
and wonderful DJs on specific nights. 
Thursday is ladies night and the ladies 
get two complimentary Finlandia vodka 
drinks — how could you go wrong? 

With a newly added happy hour end-
ing at 7 p.m., the Hi Hat is open seven 
days a week while the Garage is closed 
only on Sunday nights. 

In all honesty, you haven't experi-
enced Milwaukee at its finest unless you 
have visited the Hi Hat, Garage and the 
ever-popular Boom and its adjoined 
Room. 

In all honesty, 
you haven't 
experienced 
Milwaukee 
at its finest 
unless you 

have visited 
the Hi Hat, 

Garage and 
the ever-
popular 

Boom and 
its adjoined 

Room. 
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Q 
Milwaukee 

BARS & RESTAURANTS 

ArtBar 
722 E. Burleigh St, Milwaukee, 
WI 53212 
(414) 372-7880 

Ballgame 
196 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 273-7474 

Boom 
625 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 277-5040 

Boot Camp 
209 E. National Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 643-6900 

Cage 
801 5. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 383-8330 

Café Fabrika 
240 E. Pittsburgh Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 291-8860 

C'est La Vie 
231 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 291-9600 

Chip & Py's 
1340 West Town Square Rd., 
Mequon, Wisconsin 
(262) 241-9589 

Club 219 
219 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 271-3732 

Fluid 
819 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 645-8330 

Harbor Room 
117 E. Greenfield Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 672-7988 

Harry's Bar & Grill 
3549 N. Oakland Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
(414) 964-6800 

The Knick 
1028 E. Juneau Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 272-0011 

Lazaro's Cuban Cuisine 
565 W. Lincoln Ave, 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 645-2822 

M&M Club 
124 N. Water St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 347-1962 

The Mosaic 
2624 N. Downer Ave, 
Milwaukee, WI 
(414) 961-9560 

North Shore Bistro 
8649 N Port Washington Rd 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
(414) 351-6100 

Nut Hut 
1500 W. Scott St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 
(414) 647-2673 

Out'N About 
1407 S. First St., 
Milwaukee, 53201 
414.643-0377 

Passion 
200 E. Washington St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 649-9003 

Switch 
124 W. National Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 220-4340 

This Is It 
418 E. Wells St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 278-9192 

Triangle 
135 E. National Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 383-9412 

Woody's 
1579 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 672-0806 

Walker's Pint 
818 S. 2nd St., 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 643-7468 

Racine/Kenosha
94 North Dancebar 
6305 120th, Kenosha, WI 
(262) 857-3240 

JoDee's 
2139 Racine St., 
Racine, WI 
(262) 634-9804 

What About Me? 
600 6th St., Racine, WI 
(262) 632-0171 

Madison 
Club 5 
5 Applegate Court 
Madison 
(608) 632-0171 

Ray's Bar 
2526 E. Washington St. 
Madison 
(608) 241-9335 

Shamrock 
117W. Main St., 
Madison 
(608) 255-5029 

Green Bay 
Crickets Fox River Lounge 
405 W. Walnut St. 
Green Bay 

Napalese 
117W. Main St., 
Green Bay 
(920) 432-9646 

The Shelter 
730 N. Quincy St. 
Green Bay, WI 54302 
(920) 432-BOMB (2662) 
www.TheShelterClub.com 

Sass 
840 S. Broadway 
Green Bay 
(920) 437-7277 

Za's Historic West Theatre 
405 W. Walnut St. 
Green Bay 
(920) 435-5476 

APPLETON 
Rascal's Bar & Grill 
702 E. Wisconsin Ave. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
(920) 954-9262 
rascals@new.rr.com 

Did we miss your bar or restaurant? We want to include hotspots 
that cater to the LGBT community. Email: qbarandrestaurant@ 
queerlifenews. corn 
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Anchors Away 

Need advice or a friendly pat on the head? 
Ask Sparky: qadvice@queerlifenews.com 

Dave Brousseau 

Dear Sparky, 
I have just been discharged from the Ma-

rine Corps, and I'm still friends with a couple 
of guys I was stationed with, but to this day 
I haven't told either one of them that I like 
men. Pretty much all of my friends back 
home know, but I'm just not ready for them 
to go blabbing to these two. They're about 
to be "thrown into our pool," and I'm afraid 
my mouthy buddies will sink the ship. What 
to do? 

(Name and area of residence withheld 
by request) 

Dear Whoever, 
Sink the ship? Were you in the Navy 

or the Marines? If I were one of your 
chatty pals and had a couple of Marines 
"thrown into my pool;' I'd honor your 
request ... and drool watching them 
"dunk" each other. Even if your friends 
can keep quiet, I believe you'll soon 
understand that you owe it to these 
gentlemen to share this information. If 
your friendship is of value to them at all, 
they'll appreciate you for who you are 
... and your willingness to serve our na-
tion. Tread carefully. 

Dear Sparky, 
I think I might be falling for my gym teacher. 

I really like the way she takes care of her body, 
and whenever she smiles, she looks like a "su-
permodel"— it's corny I know. I'm only 18, and 
she's about 35 or 36, but I think I'd be good for 
her. 'overheard (I swear! wasn't spying) that she 
likes both girls and guys, which I could live with. 
I feel guilty about all this, but I still think I could 
get her to like me. Do you think my chances are 
good? 

April 

Dear April, 
When I was your age, I tended to objec-

tify authority figures and role models. Like 
you, I had quite a few of them.You shouldn't 
risk your academic future on a crush. If you 
insist on a legitimate pursuit, give it plenty 
of time (well after graduation). Acting on 
these impulses now could get you both in 
a heap of trouble, and ultimately, distort 
your sense of mutuality — this is the key 
word here. You'll only be suited for each 
other if she shares your interests and val-
ues. Please exhibit some patience, and if 
your hormones boil over, take a study hall! 

Dear Sparky, 
I'm out and proud, but I gotta tell you 

honestly I'm sick of being flooded with 
all this gay TV! Maybe it's not so much 
the quantity of it, but instead the qual-
ity I even think some of these actors are 
exploited and don't even know it. Are we 
ever going to see some solid gay TV? 

Dan, Milwaukee 

Dear Dan, 
Did we wake up on the wrong side 

of the couch this morning? In all seri-
ousness, you'd better pinch yourself. 
Statistically, gay producers, writers 
and performers are enjoying more 
success than ever. I can only sug-
gest: Get with the programming! I've 
found numerous shows, particularly 
"Queer as Folk" and, more recently, 
"The L-Word" quite rewarding, sensi-
tive and entertaining. 

By the way, have you seen "Ameri-
can Chopper"? We could do much 
worse, Dan. Keep the faith in our peo-
ple and stay tuned. 
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The Limited Lesbian 
by Paula Martinac 

W
hen celebrated American 
thinker and writer Susan 
Sontag died recently, her 

obituaries all noted her marriage in 
the 1950s to Philip Rieff and the son 
they had together. In a double stan-
dard that seems odd now that obitu-
aries routinely acknowledge same-sex 
survivors, few media outlets touched 
on her intimate relationships with 
women — including one with pho-
tographer Annie Leibovitz that lasted 
almost three times longer than Son-
tag's heterosexual marriage. 

A big part of this omission has to 
do with Sontag's fierce, lifelong re-
jection of the identities of lesbian or 
bisexual — or "queer:' a term that 
even some academically chic straight 
people have claimed. The media, 
then, can simply say they're respect-
ing Sontag's "privacy!" But the other 
part of the silence about Sontag's sex-
uality has to do with the limited and 
negative way U.S. culture defines the 
word "lesbian" — notably when it is 
coupled with "writer:" 

Sontag's refusal to acknowledge 
her sexuality went way beyond the 
desire for privacy; it was also about 
the desire for power and influence. 
After all, being a lesbian writer — or 
even just a writer who is a lesbian 

— has not been a wise career choice 
in our culture. In fact, it's been almost 
a guarantee of obscurity, with a few 
notable exceptions like novelist Rita 
Mae Brown and playwright Paula Vo-
gel. 

A big obstacle for -lesbian writers 
is that the concept of "lesbian" still 
brings to people's biased minds an 
image of dumpy women who dress 
badly and hate men — and who wants 
to hear what they have to say? Curi-
ously, many of the same obituaries 
that skipped over Sontag's sexuality 
extolled her glamour and attractive-
ness, her "luxurious" hair and "rav-
ishing" smile — traits not commonly 
associated with lesbians. 

Because of the prevailing stereo-
type of lesbians, then, many straight 
people — and some gay men, too 
— have decided that our writing 
couldn't possibly possess the depth 
and breadth of that of straight and 
gay male writers, whose art is expan-
sive and "universal:' (Lesbians are 
often dismissed simply as purveyors 
of girl-on-girl romances, although 
heterosexual romance is a staple of 
straight publishing.) In a telling com-
ment on the limited reach of even 
the most well-known lesbian writers, 
Sontag claimed never to have heard 
of Camille Paglia when the latter ex-
coriated her in an essay titled "Son-
tag, Bloody Sontag." 

To quote her obituaries, Sontag 
was indeed "fearless" and "a hero" —
she achieved fame as a critical thinker 
in a culture that has rarely associated 
intellectualism with women. But still, 
she was terrified of being construed as 
a dyke. When Carl Rollyson and Lisa 
Paddock detailed her same-sex liai-
sons in their unauthorized biography 
of her, she threatened legal action. 
The authors and their publisher didn't 
back down, so Sontag circumvented 
the supposed damage the book would 
cause by writing about her sexual-
ity in "The New Yorker" as an "open 
secret" — a gratingly offhand phrase 
used by outed celebrities who had ab-
solutely no intention of coming out 
on their own. ("What? Oh, that! Gee, 
I thought everybody knew.") 

In a strange way, though, Sontag's 
closeted-ness is less annoying than the 
fact that some famous gay male writ-
ers, themselves out for many years, 
have deemed her sexuality inconse-
quential. Larry Kramer, for example, 
called Sontag an "Intellectual with 
a capital I," who was "beyond being 
a lesbian" and didn't belong in "that 
category" (my emphasis). Edmund 
White saw her as "first and foremost 
a citizen" (lesbians aren't citizens?), 
a woman for whom identity politics 
were too "provincial" Even radical 
Michael Bronski wrote an extensive 
tribute to Sontag, rhapsodizing about 
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her intellectual achievements on such 
gay-interest topics as camp culture 
and AIDS, but jarringly avoiding the 
question of her own queerness. 

It's hard to imagine, however, that 
any contemporary gay male writer 
would opt to keep his sexuality un-
der wraps for career purposes — and 
what's more, that he would be casu-
ally excused by other gay writers for 
doing so. Would Larry Kramer really 
label any prominent man known to 
have sex with other men as "beyond 
being gay"? It's doubtful, since the 
phrase reduces "gay" to something 
trifling and inconsequential (like, say, 
"lesbian"). If you have any doubts, 
just contrast Kramer's thoughts about 
Sontag with his passionate attempts 
to "gay" Abraham Lincoln — even 
though the latter lived in an era when 
the concept of "gay" didn't exist and 
there was no sexual identity as we 
know it today. 

Sadly, all this points to the fact that 
lesbian writers experience a peculiar 
double sexism — not just as women, 
who have a more difficult time being 
taken seriously as writers and think-
ers than men do; but also as women 
who are independent of men. 
Paula Martinac is a Lambda Literary Award-
winning author of eight books and editor in chief 
of Q Syndicate. She can be reached care of this 
publication or at LesbianNotions@gsyndkate.com. 
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Become Part of the Saturn Family 
A Vehicle For Every Lifestyle. 
It's Good To Have A Choice. 

Super-Charged 
Sport Coupe 

Compact SUV Compact And 
Midsized Sedans 

Combine our vehicles with a buying and ownership experience 
second to none, and you have the recipe for the best 

vehicle you've ever owned! 

7-Passenger 
Sport Van 

- ANIL AMOK 

Call to schedule an appointment to experience the Saturn difference for yourself. 

SATURN of Waukesha 
Hwy 18 West at Manhattan Dr. 

Local & Toll Free 
1-866-721-8000 

SATURN of Milwaukee 
91 St. Just South of Brown Deer Rd. 

Local & Toll Free 
1-888-438-8211 

SATURN of Greenfield 
Hwy. 100 Just South of Beloit Rd. 

Local & Toll Free 
1-866-475-9021 

Pr.

SATIRN 
People First 
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Not Your Average 
Northshore Nancy! 

...looking to move? 
Call Me - Nancy Meeks 

(414) 659.-1126 
www.nancyBmeeks.com 
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Nancy Welcomes Q Life to 
Our Fine Community... 

Congratulations! 
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MICHAEL P. HARLAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

Michael P. Harlan 

OFFICE: 

414.332.835O 

FAX: 

414.332.2153 

EMAIL: 

mharlan@amfam.com 

24-HOUR 

CLAIMS REPORTING: 

800.374.1111 

ANIMICA* FAJNISX 
«1,1 

L fp 

AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE 

All your protection under one roof 

1425 East Capitol Drive 
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211 

Jack Fir rig, a professional astrologer since 1977, 
is a founding member of the Association for 

Astrological Networking. He can be reached at 

www.starjack.com. 

Window-shop, Virgo! JANUARY 2005 SCOPES 
Mars in Sagittarius lights up our energies for all kinds of adventures — new ideas, sports 
or travels. While he's sextile to Jupiter in Libra, your energies are better coordinated for 
coupled or group endeavors. This is a great week for synergy! 

ARIES (March 20-April 19): Adventure beckons. On the way to new experiences, you could 
meet Mr./Ms. Right. If that office is already filled, be sure to include your baby in your 
pursuit of new vistas — your relationship will be better for it. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don't be shy! You could seduce almost anyone you go after, 
but you have to make some effort. Even without trying, you're radiating erotic charm. 
That could get you into some trouble at work, but it's nothing you can't wiggle out of. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your partner or a close friend offers creative inspiration, but it 
may happen through an argument. Sexual exploration — especially within partnership 
— will be even more helpful than usual for opening artistic channels. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): New approaches at work will prove very effective now. 
Creating a homey, domestic touch — whether it's having colleagues at home for some 
event, or just bringing in home-baked treats — will be especially helpful. 

LEO (July 23-August 22): Indulge your tendency to playful outspokenness, and that will 
open other channels of expression. Anything from epigrams to dirty limericks will open 
the floodgates. Just remember — there are still some things that are better left unsaid. 

VIRGO (August 23-September 22): You can be brilliantly economical this week, if you stop 
and think. Without forethought, you're a menace to your financial accounts, especially 
around home and kitchen stores. Window-shop first to get ideas; then improve on them, 
figure out a budget, and feel free to spend. 

LIBRA (September 23-October 22): Your mouth is getting a little ahead of you, but that 
could be a good thing. Speaking more openly than usual could bring you great new 
opportunities. Just be sure to keep a balance between speaking and listening! 

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21): You're probably in better financial shape than you 
realize, but there's a fire in you now that could either energize some opportunities or just 
burn a hole in your pocket. Hide the plastic, look at your resources, and make up a budget. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 20): Your natural fire and independence make you 
an asset to any team — or too much of a maverick. Now is a good time to work on your 
cooperative skills. Whether in team sports or politics, you're sure to move your side ahead! 

CAPRICORN (December 21-January 19): Odd hunches, inspirations, dreams and even 
nightmares offer inspiration that can help in your career. If that's not happening and 
meditation doesn't prime the pumps, aerobic exercise (jogging, swimming and biking) 
will start the wheels turning. 

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18): Throw your energy into new social arenas —
anywhere sports or debates are likely to show up is where you should be now. Jump into 
the fray and you'll find new perspectives opening wide for you. 

PISCES (February 19-March 19): You're the sexiest thing on the streets this week! Granted, 

this could undermine work and monogamy, but it's up to you to channel that energy 
where it will either do you some good or let you be bad. 

affordable graphic design I special izing in non-prolits I expert DTP software instruction 
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www.mmkdesign.com 414.688.9635 
MMK DESIGN I 2821 N 4th Street 1532 I Mi lwaukee, WI 53212 
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Q-CLASSIFIEDS 
A charming newly restored historical bungalow in the Third Ward. 2 bed-

rooms, 2 baths, cathedral ceilings, skylights, bright and sunny. Available 

immediately. Security deposit req. 226-228 W. Mineral Str. $1000.00/mo. 

+ utilities. Call 414-405-9594 or 414-241-8024. 

NOW AVAILABLE 
703 South 2 nd Street 

STOREFRONT 
Well-located and ideal for gallery or photo studio; 
1,200 square feet, hardwood floors, brick walls, high 
ceilings 

RENTAL UNIT 
3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, fabulous loft space with 
hardwood floors and wood ceilings, Cream City brick 
walls, chic stainless appliances, 2,900 square feet of 
(dividable) living space. Utilities included; occupancy 
January 1, 2005 

Call Jim Finn to schedule a viewing 
414-651-6677 

"We're in the same building as Q-LIFE" 

QUEER LIFE 
Q LIFE = 
exciting career opportunities. 

WANTED: 
Driven, energetic people to join us 
and share in our success. 

Positions available include: 
specialized writers, delivery drivers, advertising 
account executives, and clerical assistants. 

To find out how you can contribute and become 
a part of Wisconsin's premiere LGBT news leader, 
contact: 
Don Hoffman, Editor-in-Chief 
Phone: 414-383-8200 Fax: 414-383-5066 
E-mail: dhoffman@queerlifenews.com 

You can also send a resume to our o c : 
Queer Life News 
703 South 2nd Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 

Q-CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLY $10 FOR UP TO 30 WORDS! 
WRITE AD COPY HERE, THEN FAX TO 414-383-5066 or MAIL TO: 703 S. 2nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204 

• Accounting 

• AIDS/HIV Services 
• Antiques 

• Automotive 

• Bed & Breakfast 

• Bulletin Board 

• Buy/Sell 

• Counseling 

• Employment 

• Health Services 
• Home Repair 

• Housing 

• Jobs 

• Massage 

• Model/Entertainer 

• Moving 

• Personal Ad 

• Pets 

• Psychic 

• Real Estate 

• Resorts 

• Roommates 

• Services 

• Storage 

• Travel 

• Other 

1 issue 30 words or less is $10 (add 20 cents for each word over 30) $ 

Number of issues ad should run: 

TOTAL: $ 

Payment by: ❑ VISA EIMasterCard ❑ Check ❑ Money Order 

Card # Exp. Date: 

Name: Phone: 

Address/City/State/Zip: 

Signature: E-mail: 
Signature required for all ads to verify certification of lawful placement, legal age, and credit card authorization. All ads submitted must have all information completed with 
a verifiable address (no PO box), area code, and verifiable daytime phone. Your phone number may be necessary if some of the information needs clarification. This information 
is strictly confidential. For personal ads, your signature attests that your request to meet other persons is at no expense on their part. Q LIFE reserves the right to place ads where 
most appropriate. 0 LIFE will grant credit only for any ad cancellation prior to deadline or errors in ad copy by 0 LIFE. There is a S35 charge for checks returned NSF. 
FAX 414-383-5066 or mail to 703 S. 2" Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204. CALL FOR CLASSIFIED DEADLINE DATES. 414-383-8200 

CIRCLE ONE CATEGORY: 

QUEER LIFE 
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40 Townhome condominiums 
feature private entries and 
attached garages. 

Phase 1 homes range in size from 1,200-
1,800 square feet and include such luxury, 
finishes as hardwood floors, granite 
countertops, stainless steel appliances 
and maple cabinetry. 
Prices start in the $270's. 

This one is easy. 

Bright, airy homes with real space 
for urban living. 

Model Open at 2102 N Commerce St. 
Sat 8c Sun 11-3, Mon-Wed 11-2 
Open Late Thur-Fri 11-6 

Susie Bertran, Sales Specialist 

lik414-264-0418 
kww.mandelgroup.com 

A passion for your home 

is the driving force 

behind every 
Mandel Group 

Condominium & Apartment 

home. 

Unbeatable city city and river views 
frame this incredible Third Ward 

location in 
urban allure. 

Renovation and new 
construction executed with 

unrivaled quality. 

This is it. 
Invest in your passion. 

Make it your home. 

One Bedrooms starting from $180,000 

Sales Center at 120 N Broadway 
Sat & Sun 1-5 & Wed-Fri 10-5 

Nancy Meeks 
Realty Executives Lakeshore 

414-287-LOFT(5638) 
www.mandelgroup.com 

MANDEL, NATIONAL AWARD WINNING BUILDER AND DEVELOPER MANDEL, NATIONAL AWARD WINNING BUILDER AND DEVELOPER 
0.0 
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1930s art deco building 
Condos 
available 

Ai 

isconsin 
TOWER 

A City Real Estate Development 

Sales office now open to public 

/0 onsi 
DER 

MP. 

Design and construction o Bring excellent acoustical separation 

Be a part of the hottest new development in 
downtown Milwaukee. Beautiful 22-story 
limestone building offers breathtaking city and 
lake views. Choose from 3 distinctive interior 
design packages: traditional, european or art 
deco. 33 terrace level units starting at $79,900 
and 43 tower units starting at $139,900. 

Amenities include: 
Green roof with dog walk and barbecue areas 
Hot tub spa in converted elevator penthouse 
2 guest suites for visitors 
Fitness center 
Storage lockers 
Heated underground parking 
2nd floor office space available 

Unit options include: 
Your hardwood floors, granite 

countertops and granite bathroom floors 
Custom cabinetry 
Stainless appliances 
Customized bedroom closets/wardrobes 

Taking contracts for Aug 15, 2005 move in 

Office hours 11 am - 6pm Wed - Sun 
Showings always available by appointment 

Call Bill Urban at 414-291-8980 today 
(cell 414-336-6200) 

Ask to see the infamous dirigible landing dock on the 
rooftop tower 

600 West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 

414-291-8980 
fax 414-291-8981 

www. Wisconsin Tower. corn 
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