






Cupcakes, ahoy! February played host to the Iron
Cupcake Professional/Amateur Competition. Dozens
upon dozens of bakers whipped up hundreds of
cuppies for the event that took place at MSOE and
benefited WMSE 91.7 FM. I was lucky enough to
emcee the Sunday morning event and helped play
host to Duff Goldman of the Food Network’s show

“Ace of Cakes.”
Duff judged the competition, creating his own cate-

gories and announcing the winners himself. He also
signed copies of his new book, “Ace of Cakes: Inside
theWorld of CharmCity Cakes.” Other food celebs in-
cluded Michelle and Vinny Garcia of Bleeding Hearts
Bakery, who also signed copies of their books and
poised for photos.
Organized bymy friend,Milwaukee’s very ownCup-

cake Queen – Sandy Ploy, the event ushered in a
whopping 2,000 attendees! Needless to say, the bake-
off was sold out, and Duff promised to return to Mil-
waukee onNewYear’s Evewith his band and take the
Polar Bear Plunge the following morning. What a
honey bear! Special thanks to Boswell BookCompany

who donated a percentage of the profits of their Iron
Cupcake bookstore to the Milwaukee LGBT Commu-
nity Center! Thanks guys!

As March rolls in, so does the LGBT Community
Center’s (real) grand opening party! Celebrate the cen-
ter’s new home (252 E. Highland Ave) on March 12
with food, drinkies and a live auction. Best of all, the
night features hilarious comedienne Nadya Ginsburg
of YouTube fame. Nadya will be performing her side-
splitting, one-woman show “TheMadonnalogues” that
night, featuring her takes on Cher, Brittney and, of
course, thematerial girl as well. Visit www.mkelgbt.org
for more details. I had the pleasure of interviewing
Nadya for the cover story of “Quest” magazine, and I
have to say, she’s an absolute stitch. Pick up a copy of
“Quest” to see what I mean.
Later thismonth, you canParty with Heart for Camp

Heartland. The fun takes place March 26 at Po-
towatomi Casino, 8:00 to midnight. If you want to get
your party on early, swing by The WhereHouse. For a
simple donation, you’ll be treated to food, drink spe-
cials and a show including my gal pals Karen Valen-
tine, GoldieAdams, Bambi, Maple Veneer and more.

You’ll also want to check out the musical “Mother
Courage” at Off the Wall Theatre. Running March 24
throughApril 3, this revised version of one of the great-
est anti-war plays everwritten is sure tomake you think
while entertaining you as well. It’s a great, change-of-
pace way to spend a night in Milwaukee. See
www.offthewalltheatre.com for ticket information.
That should be enough to get you through this chilly

month ofMarch…and don’t even getme started onSt.
Patrick’s Day!!! I’m going to forgo my Bitchin’Kitchen
thismonth, in favor of a few reader questions that have
been piling up. That said, grab a cold beer or a hot
toddy and enjoy some reader letters with me.

Dear Ruthie,
I’m in love! I’m thinking about asking the woman I’ve
been dating to move in with me, but I’m not sure the
time is right. I’d like to ask her right now, but I don’t





know. We have been exclusive for 3 months. Some
friends tell me to go for it, other say to wait a bit longer.
Why?We’re in love. But, 3months really isn’t that long
when you think about it. What do you think? How long
should we date before moving in together?
Love and kisses, Mac ‘n’ Cheesy

Dear Cheesy,
This reminds me of an old joke: What do two

lesbians do on the second date? Move in together.
What do two gay guys do on the second date?
What second date?

Seriously, though, I’ve gotten this question before,
and my answer is always the same. I don’t care
whether you’re women or men, newly out or longtime
lady-lovers….I suggest dating for a year before mov-
ing in together.

Why wait so long? It’s simple, damnit! You need to
date for a year so you can understandwhat your lover
is like over the course of a full 12months.What sort of
things do they like to do in the summertime? Do they
get depressed in the winter? Is it important to them to
go to church on religious holidays?Howmuch time do
they spend with their family over the course of year?
Does their occupation involve a busy season? If so,
how does that affect your relationship?

These are all questions that a year of dating will
answer, so put your domestic dreams on hold for a bit.
A year will pass by before you know it!

Dear Ruthie,
Over dinner last week, some friends and I got into

a discussion about howmany dates should occur be-
tween twomen before they have sex. Some said three
dates, some said two dates and one thought it was
perfectly fine to screw like monkeys on the first date.

At that point, my friend Joe said, “We should ask
Aunt Ruthie!” So,Aunt Ruthie, what do you think?How
long shouldmenwait to strip down and hit the sheets?
Luv ya, Dinner Club Query

Dear Query,
Aunt Ruthie (?) has an answer for you, but you’re

not going to like it. The correct answer is…there is no
correct answer. (Don’t you hate it when THAT’S the
answer?! Well, in this case, it’s true.)

I don’t care what any fancy-smancy psycholo-
gist tells me—men think differently about sex than
women. Period. For the most part, men can easily
separate sex from love. That said, you stick two
men together who are attracted to each other and
the temptation to drop trou is going to arise sooner
rather than later. That said, giving into that tempta-
tion is really up to the people involved. There’s no
right answer, since the answer depends on what
each of the parties want from the experience.

Let’s say you go on a date with a complete douche
(as the kids say), but the douche is hotter than Ricky
Martin jagged up on Viagra. You know that you have
no desire to see the guy again, but you wouldn’t mind
running your tongue over his abs for an hour or two.
There’s your answer! Grab a few condoms and have
yourself a ball if that’s what you want to do.
Now, let’s say you’re on a dinner date and things are

going well. In fact, you know there’s great chemistry
between you and the hunk across the dinner table. If
you’d like to see him again, hold off on sex! Keep your
legs together, and get to him know him better. If you
think he’s the one, youmaywant to lock your knees for
several dates.After all, if he’sMr. Right, he’s not going
to go anywhere just because you won’t sugar his nuts
right away.

Speaking of nuts, I’ll be back next time with a spe-
cial edition of Ruthie’s Bitchin’ Kitchen, so be sure to
send your recipesmyway! Remember if I publish your
dish, you’ll get a free Bitchin’ Kitchen T-shirt.

Send your recipes and questions to me at
dearmsruthie@yahoo.com or drop me a line on
FaceBook via Ruthie DearRuthie! Thanks kids, and
have a helluva March!
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March is once again upon us, are we all ready for our
“Spring Awakening”? Hopefully the worst part of the win-
ter is behind us and blue skies will be on  the horizon.

The mellow sound of Merle Haggard with Kris Kristof-
ferson will be right here in the Cream City Wednesday,
March 2 and Thursday, March 3 at the delightfully refur-
bished Northern Lights Theater at Potawatomi Bingo
Casino at 8:00 p.m.

On Friday, March 4 “Blues at the Crossroads: The
Robert Johnson Centennial Concert” also at 8 p.

“White folks don’t understand about the Blues, they
hear it come out,  but they don’t understand how it got
there” – Ma Rainey.
To hear the wit and wisdom of the late, great Ma Rainey

– the Ma of the Blues check out the Milwaukee Rep’s lat-
est effort.  The Milwaukee Rep will proudly present Au-
gust Wilson’s “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom” Tuesday,
March 1 – Sunday, March 27 Quadracci Powerhouse.  To
the Blues in the night! Please call:  414-224-9490 or mil-
waukeerep.com
The Rep also offers:  “Bombs-itty of Errors” an ad-Rap-

tation of William Shakespeare’s “The Comedy of Errors”
Friday, March 18 – Sunday, May 8 The Stackner Cabaret.

During these troubling times it’s nice to know that the
sun will come out tomorrow – starting Thursday, March 3
through May Day, Sunday, May 1  “Annie” will be lighting
up the Fireside Theatre in Fort Atkinson.

The Sunset Playhouse – Elm Grove is doing Mitch
Albom’s best selling novel – “Tuesdays with Morrie”
Thursday, March 10 – Sunday, April 3.

The Milwaukee LGBT Community Center will be cele-
brating their new haven – Saturday, March 12 with the
“Official Grand Opening”  The Blatz  252 East Highland
Avenue  “Welcome to your New Home!” Midday is a
“Family Fanfare” LGBT Families, Children, Grandchildren
and the alike. The evening offers – “A Sumptuous Soiree”
for LGBT Adults and Allies.   For more information:
galamkelgbt.org
With St. Patrick’s Day happening this month (Thursday,

March 17)       besides feasting on corn beef – remember
to drop by The Ball Game and wish Rick, Danny, Gary,
Debi, Ken, The AARP Table and Company, a Happy 41st

Anniversary.  Remember Thursdays are Debi Day!
Always a great opportunity for all to turn out and pay

homage to Milwaukee’s Queen Mum of Gay Bars, the old-

est, Gay-Owned/Operated Bar – Bravo!!!
Dublin’s Traditional Irish Cabaret featuring Noel V. Gin-

nity will “shamrock” their way into your heart – Monday,
March 14 and Tuesday, March 15 @ 7:30 p and Wednes-
day, March 16 at 11:00 a.m.  Vogel Hall of the Marcus
Center for the Performing Arts.
Where the Story Sings!  The Skylight Opera Theatre has

for your entertainment – “Cosi Fan Tutte”  Friday, March 18
– Sunday, April 3. 414-291-7800 www.skylightopera.com
The other uber-popular Opera Company in town – The

Florentine Opera Company brings to the boards “The Ital-
ian Girl in Algiers” – L’ita Liana in Algeri by Gioacchino
Rossini – sung in Italian, with English translations.  Di-
rected by Skylight’s William Theisen. Friday, March 18
through Sunday, March 20 at the Marcus Center.
www.florentineopera.org
Please don’t forget the Opera Social held at The Room

of Boom, Sunday, March 13 at 7 p.m.  Providing a chance
to enjoy a very informal chat about Opera – the particular
show being featured, meet a Star or two, and hear the tal-
ented Florentine Interns raise their voices in song.   This
function also provides you the opportunity to take in the
new color scheme of The Room. These Sundays before
each Florentine Opera Production are truly an extraordi-
nary opportunity to familiarize yourself with this jewel in
Milwaukee’s cultural tiara.
For the budget conscience and these days that is all of

us – here is a special offer:  Three Great Companies.
Three Amazing Shows.  One Incredible Price.  Skylight
Opera Theater, Florentine Opera Company, and The Next
Act Theatre provide a passport to flirting, exotic adven-
ture and dreaming. “Cosi Fan Tutte”, “The Italian Girl in
Algiers”, and “A Sleeping Country” – all for $100 a sav-
ings of 40% over individually purchased tickets. To get
your ticket to three nights of live entertainment, please call:
414-291-5700 ext 224. By supporting this pot pouri of
music and theater – more combinations of this may be
made available.
The Peking Acrobats commemorating their twenty-fifth,

with a Silver Anniversary Tour – including a visit here to
The Marcus Center – Sunday, March 27 is an absolute
must see. China’s most gifted Tumblers, Contortionists,
Jugglers, Cyclists, and Gymnasts will bring their cele-
brated “Circus” to Brew City, step right up, for Three-Rings
of international delight!!!





The Room of Boom held a “Show It Off” Contest – giv-
ing you all that opportunity to take to the stage and be a
Star! We were fortunate to hear the smooth sound of
Jonathan, all the way from Chicago, who came and did a
“Nice and Slow” number that earned him  First Place and
$100!

Second Spot was secured by the soulful sounds of
Shane garnering him $75. Shane channeled Etta James
and did “Something’s Got a Hold on Me” –  I think it was
the impressed audience.  They loved him!  An American
Idol! Shane’s music can be found at:
youtube.com/Shane03a  or search Shane A Muric on
Facebook.   Donte did a dreamy, interpretative dance to
Beyonce’s “Get My Body” –  and yes, we did!  He rounded
out the top three prizes with winning a $50 bounty.

Lance Brannan opened our Contest, bravely, with a
hysterical stand up routine  of comic current events to rival
that of Jon Stewart and/or Robert Colbert. And Tristan and
gal pal Alicia brought down the house with a marvelous
improv, send-up of Batman!  Taking ad-libs suggestions
from the capacity audience and flying with them. Thanks
also to our dynamic Judges: Douglas, Raejean, and
Ryan.
The following night “A Fleshjack Party” took place – five

actual fleshjacks were given out!  It is the number # 1 sell-
ing male sex toy!   The only disappointment was no demo
by that hot bartender Brad.

Welcome back Lance!  I got a ton of calls, e-mails,
etc…  about Lance leaving well yes he left, for a Hawai-
ian vacation.  He has now returned, rested, tanned, and
you should sample his nuts – Macadamia, of course!

This Is It! has added some very attractive eye candy
behind the bar, including Austin making his debut as a
bartender, as well as seasoned professional George
Schneider.  
George & Brandon (from The Wisconsin Club) Hosted

a wonderful “House Warming Party” with Brandon mov-
ing into their tres chic eastside condo.  Celebrants in-
cluded:  Ryan, Michael, Abigail, George’s This Is It!
Colleague Jerry Gin&Tonic (returning to the bar on Fri-
days Happy Hour 3 – 8 p.m.       after taking a brief sab-
batical)  as well as many more merry makers as young 
as their waste lines! 
I understand I have a loyal Reader from of all places –

Fresno, CA!   Travis Hawley!  Welcome!  Thanks for read-
ing “Cordially yours,”/OutBound, Cousin Dearest (Patrick
Farrell) and I look forward to your impending Milwaukee
sojourn.

I’ve had the pleasure of grazing at Bartolotta’s latest
venture:   The Harbor House 550 North Harbor Drive
(414)395-4900,  not to be confused with Gregg’s &
Eddie’s popular nite spot The Harbor Room.

The Harbor House takes the place of where Pieces of
Eight for many years to everyone’s confusion and amaze-
ment was housed.  Harbor Drive finally has a venue wor-
thy of the address and view!  The restaurant itself is sleek,
white, and reminds me of being at sea.  The service is
timed to perfection.  The selections on the bill of fare –
are as expected fresh, tempting seafood, a phenomenal
grouping of oysters and fresh jewels from the waters all
over the country are featured. Including: Seafood, Steaks,
Raw Bar, Cocktails on Milwaukee’s Lakefront,  you can’t
go wrong patronizing this palace of palate pleasing.

In my three visits I was most impressed and have
highly recommended this establishment to all.  Milwau-
kee now has a star on the shore –  thanks to Bartolotta’s
and Michael Cudahy – we are all the richer for it!

Saturday, March 26  Maple Veneer, Goldie Adams,
Bambi Adams,  among others will join me in once again
celebrating Camp Heartland. Tall Keith’s Annual Camp
Heartland Fundraising Event will take place at The
WhereHouse. 
This Camp provides an outing for children affected/ef-

fected by HIV/AIDS. I think this is the third or fourth year
– if you’re free drop in and bring a financial gift for the
Camp, 4 – 8 p.m.  Showtime:  6:00 p.

Shout out to Boris & Doris of The Shepherd Express,
thanks for your kind and sweet words in your recent col-
umn.  They do give good ink!

Congratz to John Weiler, Mr. Leather Man – on being
indoctrinated into  The Argonauts, as an Honorary Mem-
ber.  I should be so lucky!
February is Bar Month – who knew?  Glad you all sur-

vived!  There was a list of the Top 20 Favorite Bar Names
in Milwaukee- #1 is My Office! Three other drinking es-
tablishments that we’re all familiar with were in the  line up:
# 5 D.I.X., # 14 Fluid, # 17 The Ball Game, tying with Not
Nancy’s, Rim shot, please  – if they only knew…
Another regrettable milestone to report, the passing of

Chuck Cicirello (nee Balistreri) the man who brought The
Factory into our world.  In later years he was at the helm
of Club 219, where for many years the HIT Welcome
Show was held. Chuck was always a gracious host and
besides running a favorite club at night, during the day he
was very devoted to SSBL and softball games.  You’ll be
missed.

And Alvin (Tuni) Harris, Jr. a very popular bartender,
who was bigger than life, that made Sunday afternoons at
Cest La Vie an institution for many years has passed.

I’m off to San Francisco visiting Dr. Lance and Adam
– so ends another effort on my part.  May you enjoy the
longer days and brighter sun! 

Please remember it’s the glamour, not the grammar,
as I remain Still Cordially yours,.









Well here we are preparing our green duds for Good old
St Patrick’s Day.  Just remember, what goes in green usu-
ally comes out green, so don’t blame your trick for the
evening on that!  Well March has come and hopefully some
warmer temps come with it, I mean jeeze my jewelry gets
cold awfully fast!  With March also we are getting closer to
Pride and the parade and the festival are really gearing up
from the rumblings I hear.  Check out their websites at
www.pridefest.com and www.prideparademke.org. Also
don’t forget that both of these organizations have facebook
pages so like them and stay involved! Well onto my rant and
rave about well, nothing really.  

One more little note I want to tell you all.  It’s Anniversary
Time!  This column marks the 6yr anniversary of this column
and I just want to thank our editor, Mark Mariucci (congrats
on 10 years of Outbound too by the way), for printing the
wonderful magazine.  Thanks to all my loyal readers who
read my column every month, despite how bitter or crappy
the column is written!  Thank you all and I hope I have the op-
portunity to keep writing for another 6 years!
This month I figured I should talk more about the common

question that we get in the shop.  The most common is “Is it
gonna hurt?”  Well there is only one response you can have
to a question like that. “Miss that will be five dollars to answer
any stupid questions you have.”  You have to realize that you
are putting a hole in your body.  There is going to be some
discomfort with that. However the amount of pain you actu-
ally feel during the piercing is over so quickly that you rarely
even realize that the piercing has been done.

Another stupid thing that people do constantly is not lis-
tening to the piercer.  To be very honest last week I had a
lady come in to get her navel pierced and I told her to lie
down.  Well she laid down alright. . . on her stomach.  I was
very tempted at that point to ask her if she had children, for
if she did, I am sure that we are all massively screwed come
the future.  We can tell a customer to look straight ahead at
us and all they do is turn their head and lean on stuff.  Have
you ever wanted to smack the hell out of someone??  Stop
in the shop sometime and I am sure you will meet someone





who needs to get hit.  (But beware, if you want to hit me I charge.  And I may be easy but I sure as hell ain’t cheap!)  
And as I sit here in my office staring at the deceptively nice looking day outside, I can’t help but wonder

what the hell is going to happen when I am too old to wipe my own ass.  And seeing some of the people
of today coming in the shop I have but one simple request.  When I am so old that I can’t wipe my own ass,
just take me out into the field and put me out of my misery like old yeller.

Well now that I have ranted and raved for a little while how about some reader mail.
Brent,
I was wondering how do you learn to become a piercer?
Dan

Well Dan you have to first make sure you are interested in the career.  And secondly you have to find
someone who is willing to teach you how to perform the art.  Also and this may be the hardest part, mak-
ing sure that the person who teaches you knows what the hell they are talking about.

Brent,
I want to get my dick pierced, but I am really emberassed cause I have a really small pecker.  
Can I still get my dick pierced?
Little Prick

Well Prick, you can definitely still get you dick pierced.  And trust me there is no embarrassment issue at our
store, we have seen it all, including dicks I had to go chopping through hair to get to.  So don’t worry about it.

And so this just about wraps up my column for this month.  I hope you have a great St. Patrick’s Day and most
of all I hope you remember at least most of it.  Don’t forget to drop me an e-mail at Avantgarde@voyager.net. 
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Castaways MC and 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence
host a Valentines Beer Bust
Fundraiser Party at Kruz



Emmy® Award-winning comedian and actor Leslie
Jordan will host “The Hookies: The 5th Annual Inter-
national Escort Awards”, on Friday, March 18th at Man-
hattan’s Roseland Ballroom.   Presented by
Rentboy.com, the world's largest male escort site, the
show celebrates the best in the male escort industry
with awards in 15 categories including Best Newcomer,
Best Daddy and the night’s top prize, Mr. International
Escort 2010.  “The Hookies: The 5th Annual Interna-
tional Escort Awards” is the official opening event for
BPX: Black Party Expo Weekend.

“Having hired my first hooker at 14 when I gave a
boy my lunch money out in the woods, I am truly honored
and excited to be hosting this prestigious event,” said
Leslie Jordan from London where he is currently starring
in his one-man West End show,
My Trip Down the Pink Carpet.
“Let those boys know that Little
Sugar Daddy is in the house
and looking for someone to spoil!"

Mr. Jordan won an Emmy®
Award for his portrayal of the
gleefully bitchy Beverley Leslie on
TV’s Will and Grace.  He is also
recognized nationally for his role as
“Brother Boy” in the screen adaptation
of Logo-TV’s Sordid Lives.

Founded in 1997, Rentboy.com is the world’s largest
male escort website, connecting men with over 72,000
working boys in 160 cities around the world. The Inter-
national Escort Awards is Rentboy.com's opportunity
to recognize and applaud the thousands of escorts and
masseurs who put their effort, courage, and skill into
the underappreciated escort industry every day.

"The Hookies: The 5th Annual International Escort
Awards”, takes place March 18, from 11:00 p.m. to 1:00
a.m. at Roseland Ballroom: 239 W. 52 Street, New York
City, as part of the BPX: Black Party Expo Weekend.
www.thehookies.com
www.blackpartyexpo.com
www.rentboy.com

COMEDIAN LESLIE JORDAN TO HOST “THE HOOKIES”
THE 5TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL ESCORT AWARDS SHOW

Presented by Rentboy.com in association with BPX: The Black Party® Expo



Milwaukee  Map  Listing
* Art Bar   M, W
722 Burleigh,  (414)372-7880

1 Ballgame  M, F   
196 S 2nd   (414)273-7474

2 Boom & The ROOM  M, Cr, P, St
625 South 2nd  (414)277-5040

3 Boot Camp Saloon  M, LL, Cr  
209 E National   (414)643-6900

4 DIX 739 S 1st St  

5 ETC  (Lower Level) M,W,V,F,G 
801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

6 Fluid  M, W, G  
819 South 2nd   (414)643-5843

7 Harbor Room   M, LL, Cr, F, P 
117 E. Greenfield  (414)672-7988

*  Hybrid Lounge  M, W, F
707 E Brady St (414)810-1809

8 KRUZ  M Cr LL P  
354 E. National  (414)272-KRUZ

5 LaCage     M,W,V,D,DJ,S,
801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

9  Midtowne Spa (Men’s Health Club)
315 S. Water St. (414)278-8989

10 Mona’s   M,W,DJ,P,F,D,V,Cr,    
1407 S. 1st St.    (414)643-0377

5 Montage (2nd Level LaCage) 
801S 2nd,  (414)383-8330

11 Nut Hut 1500 W Scott  (414)647-2673

* PURR 3945N. 35th (off 35th & Capitol)

12 This Is It   418 E Wells (414)278-9192

13 Triangle  M,W,V,P,S 
135 E National    (414)383-9412

14 Tempt 
324 E Mason St 414-221-0228

*   Two 718 E. Burleigh St.

16 Walker’s Pint  W, P
818 S 2nd St    (414)643-7468

18 Woody’s  M,W,G,Cr,F
1579 S. 2nd     (414) 672-0806

RACINE / KENOSHA
ICON  MWSD (262)857-3240
6305 120th Kenosha, WI 53142

FIERTE     MWDS  (262)764-9713 
5722 3rd Ave Kenosha, WI 53140

JoDees     MWS     (262)634-9804
2139 Racine St, Racine

Key to symbols - Men, Women, Food
Dancing,  Shows,  Strippers, Cruis-
ing, Patio, Games, Video, LL = Levi &
Leather * means not on map

NORTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Rascals  (920)954-9262
702 E. Wisconsin, Appleton
Ravens (920)364-9599
215 E. College Ave, Appleton
Napalese  (920)432-9646
1351 Cedar St, Green Bay
Sass  (920)437-7277
840 S. Broadway, Green Bay
Shelter  (920)432-2662
730 N. Quincy, Green Bay
XS 1106 Main, Green Bay
Deb’s Spare Time (920)235-6577
1303 Hrrrison St.,  Oshkosh
PJ’s 1601 Oregon St Oshkosh 
(920)385-0442
Blue Light (920)457-1636
1029 N. 8th St., Sheboygan

MADISON
CLUB 5    M,W,D,S,V,Cr,LL,F, P
5 Applegate Ct    (608)277-9700

Plan B (NEW Dance Bar!)
924 Williamson Street

Shamrock 117 W. Main 
(608)255-5029

Woof’s woofsmadison.com
114 King St.   (608)204-6222






