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Is phone company changing on censorshlp‘?

© Speak Tts Name

MILWALKEE and MADISON—
Faced with the threat of a lawsuit,
Yellow Pages officialy have backed
down from a threat to censor a
bookstore’s ad thal used the wards
"gay and leshian.’

“They came to their senses,”” said
David Smith, owner of the newly
opening Four Star Fiction and Video,

315 N. Henry in Madison. *"Thev
realized they didn’t have any ground
10 stand on.**

The Four Siar ad, which mentioned
gay and lesbian fiction amung several
other categorcies, was initially turned
down in mid-November, [t was [ater
accepted afier Smith’s artorney called
and warned Yellow Pages offsczals of
possible legal action under Wisconsin
gay-righis laws.

“if it were nat for the Wisconsin

Cravernor Apihony Eart's lesbian/gay ligison, Fari Bricker, preseniz 2
gubernutorizl proclamation 10 OUT! im honor ol the paper’s third
anpiversury last month. Bricker delivered the document 1o 8 celebratory

funcheon of GLIT! supporters at ihe Fess Holel Nov, 21,

The luncheen

produced some 35,000 jn pledges from more than 20 donors—including #n
ananymous gift of $1,200. The pledges will be used to support the paper's

growlh in 1786

Lawrence University
promises full equality

APPLETON—In résponse o
prompting from a newly formed
lesbian/gay alumni group, the Law-
rence University boarsd of trustees has
adopted a policy saying the institu-
tion "“promates equal apportunity for
afl."

University  President Richard
Warch, in a2 November leiter 10 the
schood newspaper, said the policy in
effecl guarantees freedom from dis-
crimination based on sexual orienta-
tion.

Ciay ond Lesbian Alumni of Law-
rence University had asked the board
in September o “include a provision
barring discrimination based upon
sexual otrientation in alt publications
which presently include Lawrence's
non-discrimmination  policy."”  That
policy previously barred discimina-
tion only on such other grounds as
face, religion and sex.,

The trusiees, however, “*concluded
thal it would be most apprepriate far

ihe college to describe its policy and
praciice in positive rather than nega-
tive language,’* according to Warch,
“and rherefore to move from a
disclaimer regarding non-discrimina-
tian pertaining Lo persons in various
calcgories to an affirmation of the
college’s  traditional values and
convictions. "’

lames Gandre, presidemt of the
alumni group, lold UT? he *‘was o
lintle disappointed at first’” with the
trustees’ refusal Lo adopt specific gay
rights language. "'l thought they
might be trving Lo avoid the subject
and appeasing us,”" he said.

Bul now, since Warch's letter
explicitly mentioned  sexual-orienta-
tion protections, *'1 don't leel at all
that we've been shorichanged,’” Gan-
dre said. *"Now there should be no
confusicn whatsoever.""

For mare mformation aboul Gay
and Lesbian Alumni, see 1his month’s
Community Notes (puge 6). L]

law, they would not have backed
off,"" said the atorney, Mark Borny.

Despite the apparent change of
heart, it's an open question whether
Ameritech, the company that owns
the Yellow Pages, will try to scrap
similar ads in the future.

In a2 MNovember interview, Amers-
iech public relations efficer Jayne
Colomba would not rufe oul the
possibility thal references to gay and
lesbian material might be considered
"offensive’ in some contexts and
thus be censored. She refused to
provide guidelines abaut whar might
be considered af fensive,

Evaluations of ads are “‘done on a
casc-by-case basis,"" she said. **1 can™
tell you anything more than that.™

Borns  speculated  that Ywhal
they're going to do s discriminate
whenever they can get away wilh it
and back down only when they get
Mk,

“They ought to gel their policy
straight,” he said.

An interview with & Yellow Pages
consumer  representative  in Mil-
waukee lends credence ic Borny'
speculation. The representative lold
Speak lts Name that direct references
lo both homosexuality and abortion

were considersd offensive and that
ads comainkng soch references ure

routiney refected.

Colostbo, ﬂmaklng Frum Trowy,
Mich., gave a different story. 1 can
tefl you definilely that we de not have
a specific policy that we are rejecling
those ads,'” she said.

The Milwankee represenlative’s
accounl “‘obvicusly was an error,”
according 10 Colombo,

| regret that it (the rejection of the
Four Star od} happened,'” she said,
adding: "'[t doesn't surprise me."
Prior te the breakup of AT&T and
1the lormalion of Ameritech, many
phone ¢ompanies refused ady with
23y and lesbian content, she said, and
many ad representatives may nol be
aware of new policies.

A Wisconsin Bell spokesperson in
Madison echoed thar vigw. ""We're
big,”" said Hill Rock, ““and sometimes
it's difficull 10 get everyone up 10
speed .’

Kock mainiained that phone ¢com-
pany olficials are becoming sensilive
to the legitimacy of lesbian and gay
CONCCrns.

The Four Star controversy repre-
sents at leas! the third time an Amen-
tech company has ceiected an ad wilk
gay and lesbian content in Lke last two
yvears, In July 1984, Chosen Books of
Netroit went 10 court in an attemp 1o
force the Yellow Pages to carry its ad
for “gay-lesbian literary books.'” In
December 1983, the Yetlow Pages in
Minncapolis consented to run an ad
for A Brolher's Touch Bookstore
with similar wordimg, afer eartier

Ws.tm[ ‘thal the words ''gay and
lesbian®* be replaced with “adult."

Alter gll the controversy, *[1"s owdd
that Ameritech can’t review s
{policy} manual,”” said anorney
Borns. [ ]

No trend yet in tests
for HTLV-HI antibody

T Speak 145 Mame

MADEISOM—Although 14 percent
of the 632 people tested in Wisconsin
for the antibody 10 HTLV-IIT showed
positive resulls, Hally Bowling of the
state Dhvision of Health said the
results do not mean that 14 percent of
the gay men in Wisconsin have been
exposed 1o the virus believed to cause
AlDS.

“[ dan’t think the number was
large encugh™ o support that kind of
conclusion, she said. She sed the
results af the resting could not be
used as a “tool’’ until more people
have taken the test and rrends mighi
be identified.

She explained that the 632 people
who had come e the stale's 30 sites
for free, anonymous testing may not
represent @ cross-section of any of the
groups at high risk for AIDS.

The sites opened in June, Although
ondy 34 people took the test in June,
254 toak the test in Ociober, accord-
ing to stawe figures, and some of the
sifes are now booked for weeks in
advance,

The sites were ostablished in June
by the Division of Heallh with o
federal grant as purl of a national
program Lo discourage peoplé from
donating blood w0 get the antibody
test. The original six-moenth grani for
the program was extended in Oclober
for another six months, according 1o
Dowhing.

Of those taking the test through
Oct. 11, 66 percent were homosexual
ot bisexual men, according 1o re-
spomses  on  confidential question-
naires filled aut at the test sites. Two
percent were inlravenous drug Msers,
3 percent recipients of blood rransfu-
sions, 17 percent heterosexuals who
had contact with someone in & high
risk group, and 12 percent indicated
ho tisk.

Of the 632 who took Lhe test, B3
percent were male, 81 percent were
between 20 and 39 years old, and 64
percent were residents of Dane or
Milwaukee Countlies.

Three of the siate’s busiest sites arc
the ones run by the Blug Bus Clinic in
Madison, the Brady East Sexually
Transmitied Disease Clinic in Mil-
waukee, and Lhe Center Project in
Green Bay. The Green Bay sie
opened on Sept. 30

Mike Bielinski. one of the [ounders
of the Centcr Project, said he and
athetrs organized the blood lesling
program because “there was nobody
that was going to do it."’

The pearest site was 50 miles away
in Oshkosh. Bielinski smd that in
Green Bay, the city and the free clinic
did not want (o lake on Lhe Lesting
due to anxiety over the possibility of
cOming in ¢ontact with pecple with
AIDS.

Biclinski, formerly president of
Concerned of Nerntheastern Wiscon-
sin, a gay afganization, said i1 was

continued from page 3
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Snakes in drag—scientists
studving red-sided garter snakes in
Manitoba, Canada, have found that
approximately one in seven snakes is
a "female impersonalor,” according
1o the New York Times. The snakes
exude female-like chemical scents
“enticing the courtship of other
males,"” according to researchers.
They found no females in 33 out of
200 **mating balls'' consisting of as
many as 100 entwining snakes.

Indefinite hold—7ihe founder
of a mulii-racial gay group opposing
apartheid has been arrested in Sowe-
to, South Africa, for taking part in a
student protest-against South Africa’s
segregated educational system, the
London Gav Times reports. Black
gay activist Tseko Simon Nokoli and
21 other demonstrators were charged
with ireason and may be held indefi-
nitely without trial under current
martial iaw. Nokoli is ¢coordinator of
the Salurday Group, pan of the
three-year-old Gay Association of
South Africa, and general secretary
of the Vaal Congress of South Afri.
can Students. According to Gay
Times, Amnesty lnternational is fol-
lowing the situation.

oUT!

In a Nutshell

This Christian nation—Ac-
cording to a 1983 survey conducted
for the Robert Schuller Ministries by
the Princeton Religion Research Cen-
ter of the Gallup Organization, only
42% of the respondents agreed with
the traditional Christian belief that
* Jesus was divine in Lhe sense that he
was in fact God living among {human
beings)."”

No Soviet AIDS—bDespite
other UP1 reports that Soviet doctors
have confinaed an undisclosed num-
ber of AIDS cases in the USSR, the
Soviet Minister of Health, Pvotr
Burgasov, told a Moscow newspaper,
""We have not registered any cases of
this illness. The whole point is that
the problem is in many aspects social
becausc it is connected with sexual
dissolution [which] is, alas, tolerated
by cerlain cirgles in the West, but for
our sociely it is unnatural.'
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HOLIDAY GIFTS

We've pot lot's of nice things
for holiday gift giving—soaps
from around the world, bath products,
body rollers, cookbooks, fine lotions,
hair care products and lots more!
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Wisconsin’s Investigative News
Service

announces the publication and
dissemination
of its first reports documenting the
following:

Preliminary results of Wisconsin’s
alternative HTLV lil testing sites,

and I

Investigation as to whether Wisconsin’s
phone company
is violating Wisconsin's lesbian/gay
rights legislation
by refusing to place yellow page
advertisements
that include lesbian/gay themes.

Speak Its Name requires funding assistance to
publish its reports. Donations can be addressed to:
Speak Its Name, 106 E. Doty St, Madison, Wi 53703.

Look for coverage of these issues in
major media sources
as Speak Its Name presses for
exposure on the issues
of concern to lesbians and gay men.

For a copy or information regarding these
investigative reports, please call Linda Ligouri at

(608) 256-7664.

Birds, bees, and GOPs—

Alex Thien, who writes a humaorous
column for the Milwawkee Sentinel,
recently told the story of a public
refations dynamo from Stevens Point
who wanted to surprise his audience.
He unveiled a giant photo of 1wo
clephanis making love. The photo's '
caption read “The Making of a
Republican.’” The audience laughed,
but then he got a surprise when one of
the vicwers pointed out that both
clephants were males,

Nuns in Dublin—Rosemary
Curb and Nancy Manahan, editors of
Leshian Nuns: Breaking the Silence,
were cvicted from their hotel after an
appearance on a Dublin talk show,
according to a repont in The
Advocare. They were also confronted
by protesters singing ‘‘Nearer My
God to Thee' and had 15,000 copics
of the book selzed by Customs,
aithough the government released the
books the next day. Manahan said thee
publicity has been good for book
sales, getting the book into the front
windows of bookstores and the (ront
pages of every Irish newspaper. In
related news, Giovanni's Room, a
Philadelphia gay and feminist book-
store, has received an order for a
copy of the book from the Vatican’s
Library of the Congregation for
Religious and Secular Institutes,

Vive La France!—The French
National Assembly has passed into
law a bill that prohibits discrimina-
iion against gays in housing, employ-
ment, -and access 0 government
services, making it the first nation o
prohibit  anti-gay discrimination.
Homosexual acts have been legal in
France since the institution of the
Napoleonic Code of Emperor
Napoleon I, except for the years when
France was occupied by the Nazis
during World War I, who substitut-
ed their own laws for the Code.

Protect your rod—the Aus-
trialian army has purchased 54,000
condoms for waterproofing guns.
Senator Gareth Evans, minister of
Resources and Energy, speaking for
Defence Mintster Kim Beadey, ex-
plained the purchase 10 the Senate: *°1
am assured that the contract for the
purchase of these condoms was
placed after independent leak-and-
burst tests in which the condoms were
inflated to a volume of more than 12
liters [5'z gallons). My advice is that,
while the practice of placing condoms
over rifle barrels is not formally
recommended in any army docu-
menls, it is understood to be an
effective means of waterproofing.’”
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Rape culture—aGroup Nawa, a
San Francisco organization of Japa-
nese immigtant women, is calling fos
the resignation of Shumon Miura,
director of the Agency of Cultural
Affairs of the Education Ministry of
Japan. They join several Japanese
groups who were outraged by Miura's
remarks in-a Tokyo sports magazing:
“When asked why | jog, [ have often
answered, ‘1 tun, swim, and exercise
with dumbbells to have enough physi-
cal power and cncrgy to enable me to
rape a woman if | wanicd.' | also
used Lo say. ‘Rape is a heinous act
and certainly not a gentlemanly thing
todo. However, it is a shame if a man
1s not strong cnough to violate a
woman.’ . . . Rapists should attack
women whose sense of virtue is such
thal they expose themselves in nude
magazines . . . They might cven
boast of being scen as sexually attrac-
tive when they are molested."’

NOW OPEN!

Fiction a
315 N. Henrvy

Madison, W1 53703
608/255.- 1994

Books!

BOOKS!
BOOKS!

Perfect Gifts

ONE SIZE
FITS ALL

Substantial offerings from:
| » Alyson
* Crossing
* Gay Men's Press
e Gay Sunshine Press
e JH Press
e Knight's Press
[ * Oniy Women
e Sinister Wisdom
*» And many others

Mon-Sat10a.m.-8p.m.
Sun 12 N-5p.m,

WY

—
Give OUT! a gift. Use this ad |
with a purchase and OQUT!'
receives 5% cof the purchase!

price. |
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Dougias Seguin, Clinic Director

Are You Being Held Back
by Avoidance, Self Doubt or Fear?

Live up to your most positive potential and gain self-
acceptance, confidence and accurate awareness.

Qualified and Experienced protessionals
Ottering Treatment for:

® ANxIBLy @ chemita overuse
@ gepressign ® sexyual isaul
® compuisive and geslructive behaviar

EastTown Therapy Services
Suite 504

759 N Milwaukee St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-273-7173

Christling Marksar, M S W
Michae! G. Fardan ACSW., COC.  Grogory W Mulry MSSW

£ pae Vo Ther apy Servrsd m e tragerarre fon’ P Wesronsen Sacnd# Corparaton, Min G G
MAD

Milg G. Durst MDD SC
Robert A, Holzhauw A CSW
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Move to eliminate COSA job draws fire

MADISON-—Why s a larpely
progressive group of Coufity Board
supervisors—a group thar includes
open leshians Kathleen Nichols and
Lynn Haanen, as well as a gay man,
Dick Wagner—trying to eliminate
funding fer the City-County Com-
mitlee on Sexual Assaull's one paid
slafl positicsn?

It’s a guestion many people are
asking these davs. The answer (o it
depends on whom you ask,

Accardmg to  HMaanen, ‘‘The
proposal came totally out of a need to
cul spending. We've got 10 make
some culs in this budger. ™

Haanen says the prority (or county
spending must be on direct-service
prssitions, such as the cxtra sheriff's
detective  position  that hkas  been
propased as part of the 1986 budget.
She denies —as some have asserted—
that women are being offered a
“irade-off"" between fhe  sexual-
assault  commitree  job  and  the
delective s position.

“The position in the sherff's
departmenl has to go in no matter
whal,”” Haanen says.

Numerous crifics have charged,
howewer, that personal enmity plays a
role in the move to cul siafling lor the

contmittee. These oritics aote that
Supv. Nichols is the chair of the
cosmmmitlee, or COSA, and did not
consult with that body or its stafl
member before aprecing to support
elimination of the stafl position.

The staif member, Judy Wilt,
acknowiedges that she and MNichols
have nol been on the best of lerms,
and savs Nichols has not been in the
COSA office Tor nine months, Ni-
chols could not be reached for com-
el

Wil also says that “‘the relation-
ship between me gnd the district
altorney (Hal Hasclowe) bhas newer
been good . . . He has never conmid-
ered me the expert thal | am, and
that's pretey much the crux of it."

Harlowe has said ke does not
objecl 1o cutting Witt"s position.

*“*Hecause of my retationships with
the key people recommending
this . .. any of them would have
reasans [lor me personally to be oul of
there,"" says Witt,

Says Peg Flandreau West, a former
member of COSA and now direcror
of Protective Behaviors, "“My hunch
is she {Michols) jsn't sansfied with the
way the committee is working. . . I
a very difficult commitlee to be on™
since 1he membership is 50 diverse,

Kathleen Nichols

with members from a wide range of
both privaie and governmental agen-
cies.

“1 wish she {Michals] would resign
as chair' rather than express dis-
pleasure this way, West says, adding
that the Joss of a s1alf member would
mean the end of COSA,

11 a Movember letter to the County
Board, West wrate: ‘‘1 feel thal
shackiing or eliminating COSA at this
time is a political statement. The
manner in which the (proposed) cul
was done also seems (0 mc 1o be
assapltive to Lhe staff  person
herself."

No substitute for helping, says Bush

MILWAUKEE —Friendship, not
5%, i5 the best thing Black and White
Men Together can offer its members,
I, Jobn Bush said in his keynote
address al the regional confercrce
hosted by the Milwaukee BWMT
chapier Oct. 18 to 20,

in a specech that dealt mostly with
the need for friends w antwer when
someone calls oul for help, Bush
brought up what he said was n
schsitive subject: the use of sexuality
in the interracial organization.

“*1 think it's destructive to the more
noble intentions of the organization”
and drives away members when peo-
ple 1rv 10 use the club for sexual ends,
he said.

Bush, a sociclogist at Sovtheastern
Massachusetts University and a pact,
said friends are dury-bound to help
each othes, cspectally in pain, illness,
and death, but it is hard o call out
for help in a society tha! reaches
pecple o be rough like the *"Marl-
bBoro Man."" Alcohol, drugs, and
promiscuity are too often substiluted
for Wove, he said.

“Minorities often believe what the
majorities tel} them ahoul
themselves,” Bush said. When we
kear a call for help, "'1T we feel gond
aboul ourselves, we will answer. [f

o
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we're nat intimidated by heterosexual
wociely orintimidated by our families
ar friends, we will answer. "’

AIDS can be another barrier to
offering help, he satd. Some may not
answer a call to help because they do
nol have the codrage, or because the
caller is noi the nght calor.

The right answer 1o a call for help
might be 1o give gdvige, 10 listen, to
affer a shoulder to ¢ry on, to give an
embrace, or simply to be aware of the
caller's needs, Bush said.

Bush. the ofganization's black
naticnal co-chair, became the first
tecipient of the Dl Pascavis Spirit
Award, a traveling plaque in memory
of the Milwaukee chapler member
who was killed in his home this
summer. The Milwaukee chapler’s
L85 leadership award went to Alyn
Hess,

The conference alss included a

ceremany designating the Wisconsin
Histarical Society as the recipient of
the BWMT nalional archives. The
conlerence also included a memotial
service for Pascavis, repeating @
service he had written for people who
had died of AIDS and other caum.
shortly before his own death.

Dmiane Allen

Judy Win

Haanen defends Nichals, " Kath-
leen has goiten some zk out of (ks
that she doesn't deserve. I think it
took a lot of courage for her to do
this.

*If anyone wanis 1o read any mare
into this, that’s their prerogative, bue
1 think it's groundless.

Former COSA chair Mary Rouse
wrile Michols ditectly and termed 1he
move Lo eliminate Witt “*high-handed
and unfortunate.” Rouse said stall
was vitally necessary For such tasks as
compiling statistics on sexual assaull,
tracking fegislaion, and providing
information 10 the public and various
arpanizations *'so that the right band
knows whal the lett hand is doing.™

The Coumy Boeard’s Personnei
Committee, with half its members
absenl, has supported axing the
COSA job, Hut as OUT! wenl 1o
press, anather board commitlee had
movesd 10 table the proposal, and it's

ol clear i the anti-siall move will

surface at all as pant of the larger
County budget, which could be voled
on in December. »

Student fights homophobia
in himself and others

FOND D LAC—David
Penepent’s involvement with gay
rights staried in & human sexualily
class at Manan College of Fond du
Lac. He had madec a homophobic
remark in class, and the priest teach-
ing the course assigned him an eye-
opening topic lor his research paper;
the organization called Pasents and
Friends ol Gays.

He got an A on the paper, bul maore
than that, Penepenl found oul about
his own homophobia, and sel aboul
16 cure it by learning what gays and
leshians are aboul. Hg staried Lo
attend workshops, seminars, and seek
oul writlen itformation.

He also got 1o know Roger Bevers,
founder of several Parents and

HTLV-II1I

continued from page |
imporiant 1o give peoplc the cppor-
1unity o learm more about their own
health, He said it “‘makes an in-
dividual more whoie. "

Tim Tillotson of the Blue Bus
Chnic in Madison said it may seem
like bad news (o learn of a positive
result 1o the test, but he sees it as a
chance to focus on health with 1that
individual.

“What [ have tried 1o do is make
this kind of an cmpowering situation
rather than being slammed with this
bad news. It gives you the chance to
do or not to do seme particular things
that may lead vou to go on and get
the disease.™"

He sitesses general healih practices
as well as sexual behavior, he said,
explaining, for example, that the
terogenous earlobe’™ could be sub-
stituted for passionate kissing.

Tillotson said the pay community
needs to **join hands and keep hold-
ing the hands of people with positive

results. By making connections, it
assurey rhat they're all working te-
ward the goal of survival.” Bring
tesled is one way to lake action on
ALDS, he said.

Tilltson sad he was "‘flabber-
gasted'” when he figured out, using
national figures, that 10 1o 30 people
each day in Wisconsin become posi-
tive to the antibody tesi—meaning
that they expose Lhemselves to the
virus through their behaviors.

In Milwaukee, Doug Johnson, who
coordinales the tesling at the Brady
Eusi ST Clinic, said he has changed
his mind ahout the usefulness of the
test. He said initially he had been
concerned thal peoplie would be tak-
ing the tess for inapprapriate reasons,
and had thought that thc money
could be betrer spent for other educa.
tional efforts.

“The biggest piece of information
that changed my mind," Johnson
said, *'is that people who are HTLY-
[1F aniibody positive are potential
ly—and 1 underline the word poten-

* tially —more infecticus than a person

with AIDS.™

Yohnson  explained that  the
HTLY-1I1 virus uses ceriain cells that
are part of the immunc system Lo
replicate itself, destroving those celis
in the process, When all those cells
arc destroyed, the virus can ng longer
reproduce ilself, and can disappesdr
from the body of a person with
AlDS.

“The educalion and prevenlion
aspect: F'm =l far it," he said. 'If
this is the means to do it, then E'm all
torin.”

B fohnson added, **1 think whai
would be much more beneficial
would be a tesi (or the antigen (virus)
itself."” If a person knew if he or she
actually had the virus, the test results
would be more us:e[ul to the persen,
he said.

The HTLV-UI antibody test only
shows that a person has been exposed
1o the virus amd has created anti-
badies to the virus, Some studies have
shown that only 3 to 17 percent of
those cxposed o the virus actually go
on o develop AIDS. Some research-
ers believe it’s possible 1o be exposcd
to the virus and develop antibodies,
bul not actually carey the virus,

Friends ol Gays chapters in Wiscon-
sic. Im Oiober 1984, Bevers asked
Penepent to direct 2 Fond du Lac
chapter of PFOG. Penepent accept-
e,

Since then, he has spoken out for
gavs and leshians on radie, in news-
papers, arnd 2t speaking engagements.
Mow a business student at the Unives-
sity af Wisconsin-Oshkosh, he has
been workipg with the Gay Student
Association there amd has been invit-
ed 1o be a co-director of the UWO
Women's Center in recognibion of his
work with PFOG.

if asked, Penepent will explain that
he is not gay or bisexual, but adds,
It doesn'l marier what I am. 1 don’t
have to be Black o stand up for civil
rights for black peuple, and 1 don™
have to be goy 10 stand up for civil
rights of gay peaple.”™

Most people accept that, he said,
but not everyone. He has had lrou-
bles 2t work, troubles which he zaid
heis handling with an arlorney,

**A physician told me not to hang
around with gays or you'd gel
AIDS," he complained. “'That's
ignorance.”” PFOG in Fond du Lac
has been working with the Milwaukee
AIDS Project to Dight ignotange with
education, he said.

Penepent has also found support in
his work from people on and off
carmpus, gays and straights alike. He
said his Tuture mother-in-law heard
her pastor defend gay rights in his
homily dusing a service. She passed
the word on o Penepenl, who was
looking for a PFOG meeting site.

Now, with the suppori of Lhe Rev.
Peter Carek, FFO{G meets at 51,
Mary's Church, 93 Marquette Si., at
7 p.m. on the second Saturday of
each month, The Dec. 14 program
wiil be abour ALDS,

The Fond du Lac chapter of PFOG
can be reached at F.O. Boa 1818,
Fond du L.ac, Wl 54935, -
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Letters to the Editors

Thanks from MAP

To all those who helped in the
summer fondraisers for the Mil-
waukee ATDS Project:

We wish to take this opportunity to
thank all of vou for your generous
work in the suppart of our program,

Listed here are those people we
know took part in the bepefil shows
at the M & M and La Cage Aux
Folles. There are certainly more who
contributed to these programs. We
extend our heartfelt thanks to them
also, even though they are not named
here.

Thank you to Bab Schmidt and the
staff al the M & M_ To Jim King and
the stafl al the L.a Cape Aux Folles,
To Sal, Ronnie Marx, Dianiel Martin,
and thank wyou to all the female
illusionists;

From Appleton: Melinda James,
Toni Clarke, Tonia Michaels, Rhon-
da Moore, and Ashley Morben.

From Kenosha: Tilfany Thomas.

From Milwaukee; Keclly Michaels,
Baby lJanc Hudson, Nicole, Mandi
MeCall, and Brandy Alexander,

From Chicago: Patty Cakes,

[t is through the generasity of
people like all of you that we can
make AIDS less of a threat to our
communty.

Sincerely,

Susan E. Thetz, BN, MAF Director,
and the volunteers and staff of the
Milwaukee AIDS Project.

Big Brother/Big Sisters

Editors:

It"s termbly sad and upsetting that
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Dane
County will, by policy, not allow
lesbians and gay men to participate in
their program. This is especialty sad
when we sec that there are 62
children waiting for a big brother or
sister. The article 10 the State Journal
af 10-3.85 implies that gays are not
stable and cannot be good role mod-
els. This is insulting to every gay
person and to their families. The
commend abvul the Women's Transit
Authority using men as drivers s
totally out of place. 1t is assumed that
Biz Brothers and Big Sisters screen all
their applicants. Gays need no more
or 1o less screening than anyone else,
No Bip brother or big sister should be
discussing their sex life with the child
they are matched up with, so sexual
orientation should pot at all be a
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The Fact that the United Way has
said thal this policy does notl violate
anti-discrimination  policies  only
shows how pervasive homophobia is
in our society and hew socially ac-
ceptable it still is o discriminate
ARAINSt gAYS.

How will having a gay big brother
ot sister affect a child? Perhaps they
will prow up more tolerant than the
generation before them.

Madison Chapter of the National
Federation of Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gass

I*.0. Box 1722, Madison, W1 53701
2T1-0270/257-1575

CHIT! received @ copy af the foffow-
ing letrer, sent to Afan Orenberg,
efirector of Big Brothers & Big Sisrers
of Dane County:

Mr. Orenberg:

1 temain offended by your allu-
sions to the unfitngss of gay men and
lesbians to be bhig brolhers and big
sisters, I am writing to ask that you
think again about the assnmptions
and inferenges that are inherent in the
statements you have made on this
issue, and to ask thal you reeonsider
your pasition on the matter.

Lesbians and gay men grow up in
families that are similar in every way
Lo those tn which heterosexuals ma-
turé. There s no family or circem-
stance that ‘“breeds” or  raiscs
homosexuals, and no way in which
family members *‘catch’ sexuvality
from one another. Gay men and
lesbians are very experienced as fami-
ly members: children, siblings, and
parents. We are trusted with the care
of children and other family members
and foends by ouwr lfamidies  and
iricnds.

I am concerned aboul your fear
that your staff will be unable to
cffectively screen leshian and gay
men,  What exactly are you screcning
for that is different from that which
you screen heterosexuals for? While I
can ageepd that your agency has
tnterests of child protoetion, 1 don'l
think that you ought ta be operating
a5 a gay prevenlion service and |
don't think that the presence of
humiosexeals or  homosexuabity s
contrary o the interest of chald
prodection or the well-being of chil-
dren. T would hope that your current
staff, volunteers and clients arc in the
programs  for the companionship,
care and enrichment that they can
reahize—no! for sexual connections.
What evidence do you have that a
lesbian or gay man would be there for
any other reason? Please remember
that for every news item that men-
tions the homosexuality of a pedo-
phile or child molester (and there
aren’t Lthat many items), there ace
countless records aboul heterpsexual
chiid molesters, inchuding children's
{athers.

Although 1 am not associated with
the Women's Transit Authorty, |1

protest your use of their policics as
analogies {or your own. Women's
Transit has ample evidence thal men
have raped and assaulted women,
Since even you must know that there
i5 no way that the courts, researchers,
ot psychologists can screen for ra-
pists, why do you put the burden on
the WTA staff and volunieers to do
£0? This 18 whal they would have 1o
be able 1o do in order Lo operate a
rape prevention service.

Aldn, 1 think thatl your attempts to
defend this policy have the unwar-
ranted effect of making children and
families wonder whether they have
anything Lo fear from leshians and
gay men. This is self-serving and
unfair, I have to wonder whether yon
are using your position and the
attention it attracts to advance your
views, unsupporied as they are by any
meaningful, acceptable research,
rather than aching and advocating for
children and their families. 1 think
thal reasonable people would listen 1o
yvou il you presented any solid infor-
mation 10 back up your stalemens,
but you haven't and the resuolt i5 a
policy that is grounded in fear and
ignorance and which deprives gay
people who might be willing to share
with children in an organized fashion
that experience. | wish you'd think
aboul olfering the entire community
an explanation and an apology .
Sincerely,

Kim Karcher

More on the test

Editors:

The new column on AIDS is a
welceme and timely addition to your
paper. The November column, a
discussion of HTLY-I[I antibody
lesting prepared by Paul Turner,
M., was thorough and well writien.
Several additionaf points may be of
interest 10 your readers.

As Dr. Turner states, this test will
measure an ndividual's  antibody
response Lo a specific virus, HTLV-
I11. it is alse imparlan to recogaize
the relationship between antibody
response and the actual presence of
virus finfectivity). N is known that
HTLY-UI virus, like several others
(those causing chicken poX, mononu-
cleosis and herpes simplex) has the
ahifity to remain viable within the
body far an indefinite period of time.
Well-designed studies in Atlanta and
San Francisco have shown that a
majority of patients with a positive
HTLV-IIi anlibody test are aiso
virus-positive. This may be a signifi-
cant [actor in decisions about taking
the test, as it gives information which
will protect sexual pariners and the
community as a whole. A positive test
not only indicates that exposure to
HTLV-IIT has occurted at some time,
it also implies that actual virus is
present and the individual iz capable
ol infecting others.

The facts regarding the reliability
of this test also need clarification.
Extensive dala is now available which
support and confirm the figures for
sensitivity and specificity ol the test.
The accuracy of a first line {ELISA)
tesi actually exceeds that of compara-
ble tests which are used commonly in
medicinte today. A second line {Wesi-
grne Blot) test, which is used only Lo
confirm a positive ELISA, raises the
overall specificity close to 1K per-
cent. The Western Blot is not used to
reduve the number of false negatives.

At this point in time, the HTLY-[11
antibody test 15 an important means
for controlling the spread of HYLV-
[11 infection and AIDS; it will identi-
fy, with & high degree of accuracy,
those individuals who are potentiaily
infectious and encourage them to
make behavior changes which reduce
the risk of virus transmission. Per-
sons considering testing are en-
couraged to carefully evaluate these
tssues and discuss them with their
health care provider.

Craig Roberts, PA-C
Blue Bus Clinic
Madison

More on the porn ads

Edilors:

I'd tike to let you know that 1 do
not like seeing ads for porn shops in
the newspaper. The October issue in
particular carried two full-page ads

. from porn sheps that are known to

carry lots of garbage abusive to
women and, ’m sure, deprading to
men as well,

My hope is that you will consider a
policy that allows you to screen for
obviously objectionable advertisers. |
appreciate that such policies are
controversial and know it’s impossi-
ble to please evervone. However, it
seems to me that people can find their
ow: porn shops il they want them,
and we'd ail be better off not being
confronted with such junk in our
TIEWSPApET,

Thanks for considering my opin-
101,

Lonnie Weiss
Madison

Edilors:

I am writing in support of your
decision to run the ads from the
pornography store. OUT! must sur-
vive! Aflter having worked on the
front ol many Leftist arganizations, |
am sympathetic ta the problem of
money. Much as the Daily Cardinaf
accepts money from the military (o
run ads that they perhaps don’l agroe
with, OUT! must as well.

1 don’t see the logic in alloawing
OUT! to go under either by refnsing
to accept ads from “‘politically
impure’' monevholding advertisers or
politically  self-righteous feminists
threatentng to cancel subscriprions
and ta pull out their money from the
paper. OUT! ix on our side! Re-evalu-
ate your priorities. You do not fight
your alties—it's called divide and
conguer. We don't need Phyllis and
Ronnie to help us anymore—we can
do it ourselves! In these critical times,
the Lefl muost work logether or we
will fail.

Bevond that, [ also agree with
OUT! that i must represent the
whaole gay community. There are gays
and lesbians in our community who
enjoy pornography. OUT! should not
try t0 Create Qur communiiy, just
abjectively report it.

Here i1s 2 check to rcnew my
subscription plus a little more for
anyone who didn't back you up on
your decision.

ELauri Burch
Madison
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Commentary:

Leadership should take a stand and speak out

By Craiy L amkie

DULUTH, MINN.—In the past
few weeks | have heard it said by
many people thai what the gay com-
munily needs in Duluth and Superior
i5 leadership that iy guict and assum-
ing.

I say toc you that whar the gay
community in the Twin Ports ares
needs 15 leadership thal is willing 1o
take a stand and speak oul 10 the
public at large; to inform and educate
people In this northern area that pavs
are navt freaks of mature, child maoless-
ers, nor sexually irrespoasible peaple
who spend all their lime fornicating;
to show, teach, and se1 an exampie 1o
all that we are responsible Americans
running businesses, working, teach-
mg and educating, and participating
in every walk of life that exists today.

Mo matter where you go or what

you do there are a number of gay
individuals who are working, owning,
managing., of funning businesses
within this area, as well as all over the
United States,

The statistics have shown and
praven that one out of LG individuals
are homosexuals. [t's been said by
many siraights thal they have never
known or worked wilh a gay person,
bul [ say these people are as blind as a
bat or are ol living in the real world.

You may nof have known or have
realized their homaosexual or hisexual
preference, bul § say that any of Lthe
following could be a gay individual:
yixur minister, father, mother, broth-
ers, sisters, aunis, wncles, cousin,
and 50 on_

In this time of history no ane
should be made to feel ashamed or
treated like secomd class citizens
whalsoever.

It i5 Gme you open your closet
doors and be proud and say, 1 am

gay and will not sit in the back of the
bus forever aor will I allow mysell 1o
be walked on or ridiculed because 1
dare o love someone of my own
e

E say o those of you who feel we
shiould keep closel doors shut and net
make waves: Keep your closel dooers
shul but don't expect the whole gay
COoOmmuUnity 1o keep theirs shut. I you
cannot supporl the gay community
without reservations, don't criticize
those who can!!!

It is time we stand prowd as a
communily and as individuals. We
work hard, we pay faxes, and lave
and support this country as much as
anyone else, il negt more than the
irdividuals who enjoy perseculing us.

I 15 no longer time to sit by and
watch while a few take rthe stand 10
make a betier temorraw for all of us,
I is time for the community Lo stand
together and be heatd as one voice

lond and strong, “"We are gay und
prood of it. We will no Jonger he
second claws citizens, ™"

[ truly believe that this & Lthe
making of a new beginning in the
Twin Poris area and especially
Duluth. I is time for us o take one
giant step forward lor Lthe gay com-
munity and one small step forward
for humankind.

[ woutd hope that in the months
ahead that Lhese editorials may help
the gay citizens of this community (o
vndersiand their own homophobia
and 1ake pride iz themselves and not
be ashamed of their existence,

| am sure no one has said ta you,
i do notl want your maoney because
YOu AFC gAY

Craig Lamkie 5 co-owner with
Steve Podemski af the Starlite Morel
in faluth, Minn. Thiz editorial origi-
rally appeared in the Northlander
News. Reprinted with permission af
the authar, [ ]

NOW leaders see lesbian issues as critical

By Kaihy Filer

The following excerpis are from u
much longer interview with Judy
Coldsmith, former president of the
MNational Organization for Women,
and Karhy Pairick, president of Wis-
canxin NOW, Goldserith lost a con-
troversiagl and intenrse clection lase
Julv 1o Eleanor Smew!, who hod
served as NOW president before
Goldunith. In these excerpts, Gold-
smith and Patrick discuss NOW's
stance or lexbian and gay rights.

LT Fow wonld Vol ovaiiaie Your
awn track record as NOW presidenr
in rerms of concern for lesbion rights
and leshian issues? What do you
fhink NOW needs (o do in this grea?
CGoldsmith: [ Lhink that what we did
on the issue of leshian righls during
my administration was nol enough.
There were things | wish we had been
able 10 accomplish that we didn't,

I would like to think . . . that
fesbians in the orgamizalion felt more
comfartable and more genuinely in-
cluded dunng my administration than
had been the norm in the organiza-
tion, One of the things that was most
important, 1 think, was simply the
sense that we really were all working
tegelther and thal lesbian righls
became a more public part of the
agenda during that time, with a lit of
very active and congrefe programs,
including the wonderful conference
lin Milwaukese, the firsl national
confercnce on lesbian rights. |

Also, the work that we did on the
Democratic platferm produced ke
most progressive platform on lesbian
and gay Oghts that has ever been
produced by either party, and that
actually used the words “'leshian"
and 'ga¥"’ in the platlform for the
lirst time in history. Mondate's en-
darsement of the federal legislatian
and what happened with the Augus
2Th civil rights march in 1983 [the
second Martin Luther King March in
Washinglon, D.C.] were alse nol
insignificant,

Just generally, [ think that one of
the best things we did at NOW was
hire Chiis Riddiough [as lesbian
right« staffer], who is superb, and
wha did a lot to help the [NOW]
chaplers and the siate argamizations
deal with the lesbian issuc in practical
and concrete and comlortable ways.

OUT: Do you think NOW as an
orpanizarion is poing ro stand firm an
e issue of supporting leshign and
gay righis?

Croldsmaith: 1f NOW can't stand firm,
if NOW caves in on the issue of

leskbian and gay rights and will not be
publicly identified with the issue,
MOW will not survive as an organira-
L.

Patrick: Tt would be destroved.
Goldsmith: [t becomes particularly
critical 1o do that in the most oppres-
sively conservative times, because if
you dan’t held the line, then you lose,

Patrick: It seemsy 10 me that if we hold
the line on issues like lesbian righes,
which are tradivonally sort of out
there on 1the edge of being the most
comlroversial 1o deal with, we stand
10 ingrease our credibility with our
most likely allies. They will be more
likely to want 10 work with you
because they will have seen that you
will not back down when something
becomes inconyenient ar unpopular.
Gobdsmith: That's right. You know,
onc af the things we certainly ought
ta learn from Ronald Reagan's rise 1o
power is that people respond very
positively to someone who will stand
up and say, publicly, sirongly, where
they stand—even il it"s not a popular
position. Reagan took Jots of un-
pepular positicns in the beginning,
and stood up and was guisy and
lough and strong—ihe polls were
OINg Crazy.

Say, hypothetically, that you could
sirip ofl what is pereeived as the most
cutling edee issue, all vou really deo,
aside from losing your integrity, is
exposc the next layer, and maybe
thalt's abortion. and then ihkar
becomes the cutling edge. and then
that's going to become intolerable. So
you keep peeling down the lavers
walil you can imagine yourself right
down to zero effeciiveness,

OUTY: Did vou moke any altermpl
when vou were president to do a little
PR within the lesbhign commiunities
and specificalfy  fesbign groupy to
change thre real image of NOW?
Goldsmith: Well, what [ tred to do
was concentrate on reaf things, like
working on prajects jointly, because |
don't thank, and | haven't ever be-
lieved, that i works to say, “"We're
really pood people, Trust me ™'
Patrick: [t's like trying 10 pel women
of colot to believe we'r2 not an
all-white middle-class organization,
because the borrom line is, what are
you doing for us? If you can say
you've dome anything, then all the
good intentions in the world don'i
mean & damn.

QOUT!: IF you kad to list a couple of
the major issues vou think NOW
should or wifl deal with in the caming
veqrs, what would be on your agen-
da?

Goldsmith: Obviously reproductive

rights. T mean, i1 i5 such a burping
tssue. It is imperative that we deal
with that. There are very few organi-
ations 1o the cduniry that deal with
reproductive rights as a feminist
istue, and i1 has o be done.

e
aay i
Kathy Patrick and Judy Goldsmith

. But aleng with that, economic
imsucs are really imperative. The same
thing is being done to pay equily,
comparable worth. The wage pap has
not gotien any beiter, and that is =
matier of survival for women. We
have to Fight for that. We have
something of an edge right now, there
is momentum in our favor, Lhere's B
lot of public support for iL.

To some extent | see the lesbian
rights issues and minority issues—
Nghting homophobia znd hghting
racism—as parailel in 20 many ways.
You don'1 effectively fight one kind
of discrimination without fighling on
every necessary front,

The atlack now on lesbians and
gays is absolulely outrapeous. One of

Yoo v sovorsd cul dnles iobla
breaklasis, Marwirled at cur scremp
s lunches

e ]
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183 MONROE STREET « 251-7119

the problems is that there is siill far
too much fear and ignotance aboul
lesbians and gay men. And with Lhat
fear and thal ignorance, they are far
more vilnerable and susceptible o
attacks, and of course, the whole
thing is now complicaied by AIDS,

The situation is a Hitle different in
the civil rights community with peo-
ple of color. 1 takes a less drumatic
and inflammatory form than docs the
discrimination againsl lesbians and
gays, bul the impact there is power-
fully and terribly and devastaringly
economic, The Urban League study
that indicated last year that under Lthe
Reagan sdministration black Tamilies
have last on average 32,000 a year is
appalling, just appalling. But you
can't ultimately separate the constit.-
encies that suffer various kinds of
discrimination. -

- Brenda Murphregi
¥ 251.995)
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The Knights Before Christmas

And after, too. Do something nice for a friend (and for
yourself} this Christmas. Give a Knights Press book for
hours of pleasure.

FETE
by Daniel McVay $795
Bundle up Garp and Holel New Hampshing. Stir in
sorme weird Yonnegut humor. Agd a pinch of gay
Roots. The result is a warm, whacky kook at threa gen-
erations. Féte s a novel that reminds us thal gay also
means happy.

AMVIESRIE AN
L QU gE. 155 |
by Ron Denby $795
ﬁ« gay investigative reporier 1akes us on a roller coasier
\\ ride through the hails of powar. The search for the bath-
\house murgerer of a presicential aide twists from New
\ York's board rooms to the Pentagon. As the haro

says: "l thought you knew. This is about power, not
sex” A thriller in the Ludium tradition.

ORIRAIT N AR RDER AND GAY CELOES

by H. Paul Jefters 795
A young hustter's murder pulls a tough New York mp
into a whirlwind of unexpected emations, At the
center of it all is a riveting nude porirait of the
victim, A tarrific page turner.

Tropic Lig hfs
by Gerald Lebonati :
The best seller of shifting moods, shaduwy bars and

sun-filled days. [t's a book with a texture every gay

reader will understangd. Tropic Lights is shap-

o o gay novels.
o

wh

When it comes to gay fiction—Knights Press is the best.

Mystery. Romance. Adventure, Humor. We have it all.

ing up as one of the year's most important '

Knights Press is the hottest new publisher of gay fiction. We
know what you want and, page by page, we give il to you.

Don’t miss these great Knights Press titles

The Alexandrian Drachma by Den Harrisan 5685
The Baggy-Kneed Camsl by Danisl McVay $6.95
Walkin' Matilda by Clayton R. Graham £6.95
The World Can Break Your Heart by Daniel Curzon $695
Islands by David Rees $695
The Symposium: An Entertainment $695
by Geoftrey Rober Simm
A Man of Taste by Clayton R. Graham $695

HARRY W.

VSCHWARTZ

W BOOKSELLERS

Telephone and Mail Orders Welcomae
Harry W. Schwarts Becksellers
209 L. Wisconsin Avenus « Milwaukee, W1 53203 - (414) 274-6400
VIZA « Mactercard » American Expross Accenbsd

+The Histezic Iron Bleck Building  +The Grand Avenue |
Cernr of Water Street and Winconsin Avenua i T5 Want Wiscoruin Amnue

* Diomrn e Mz waileas » Downiomn Milwaubse

Z274-6400 276-4144

sRdipighis

the finest in gay fiction

OuT!

Milwankee's Satarday Softbali Beer
League presented jts annoal uwards at
an Oct_ 18 banguet, attended by 120
players and friends. PlayoiT winoers
were (the Wreek Room Wings, fivst
place; Parudise Boaksrore, sevond:
ani 27ih Street Danceteria, third.
Division 2 winners were Wreck Room
Spurs, Tirst place: Hot Legs Tavern,
sacond; and M & M Tavern, third. In
Division | i1 was the Wreck Room
Wings, Mirst place: 27th Street
Danceiena, second; and Paradise
Bookstore, third. Team partictpation
awards went 1o the Hallgame, Club
219, Finalc, L2 Cage Aux Folles, M &
M. and Your Place. Series 3 Soltball
Tournamen! workers were also
thanked.

Christian Gay OK wilt host a Tree
{hristmas dinner open Lo members,
non-members, gays, and straights at d
p.m. on Chosemas Day, Dee, 25, &
ATl Saints Cathedeal, 818 E. Junecau
Ave,

Sherry Mainlis has s book. foes Jy
Take Orne Bird, Or Two, Or Whar? is
a callection of her essays that
originally appearcd from 198) to 1984
in The Feminist Connecrion, The fira

and nuraberad by the author, lor
$12.95(819.95 im a saurdy,
handerafied pox) plus $1.50 handling
and postage from H_H. Waldo
Bookselicr, P.0x. Box 350, Rockton,
IL 61072,

GRANDFLAGS fundraiser with
pealits going to the Milwaukee AIDS
Project wilt be held on Dex, 15 m 33
p.m. at the 1101 Wesn Barin
Appleton. GRANDFE LAGS, which is
in its firsp year, alrepdy has about
members from the gay and lesbian
commumty in the Fox River Valley,
The next meeting will be Dec, 8ar 2

Ripon, For information, wrile
GRAMDFLAGS at PO}, Box &5,
Hipon, W1 54971,

Lamtda Chess Club is being formed
for the chess-playing enthusiast, Wrile
1ot gt 1002 Pleasany, Oak Park, 1L
60302,

The 1985 list of alteraalive aod
radical publications is available, with
more than 300 perigdicals listed, for
£2. Write to the Allernative Press
Ceniet, P.O. Box 3310%, Dept. L.,
Baltimore, MI3 21215,

s

printing 1 iimited to $00 copies, signed

p.m. at 104%: Watson St. (upslairs) in

[devember

—Community notes—

Super Sixty 15 4 newsletter for senior
men secking a2 male hifemale. Send a
long, self-addressed stamped envelope
1o Bax 103, 406 W . Barry, Chicago, 11
G457,

Lawreacy University gradusies can
join a newly farmed gay and lesbian
alunni club, The $10 annual ducs for
the club supports the university's gay
and lesbian campus organizalion.
Contact James Gandre, 306 W, 47th
81, Apr AR, Mew York, NY 16036

Tebephone volunicers are nceded [or
the Linited gaylesbian phone line.
Yolunteers offer crisis intervention,
support, advocacy, informatian, and
referrals, 9a.m. o 6 p.m. dmly.
Truining sessitns bepin soon. Call
{t)R) 255-REB2,

The Women's Conlition of
Milwaukes will hld 8 Three-1) Bazaar
with boulique items, books, and
bakery on Saiwcday, Dec. 14, Irom 9
am, 15 p.m. atits alfice, 221t E.
Kenwood Blvd. The Women's
Coalition annual open house will be
Friday, De¢, 20, rom 4108 pom,

Madison-ares gay facudiy have
Tormed an arganizatien called
Symposium. Faculty members from
W -Madison and other arca
campuses have been mesting monihly
to discuss matiers of wpecial copcern o
academics, #nd hope to raise moncy to
have Professor John Boswell, author
of Christiamiry, Social Tolerance, amd
Homosexualiiy speak in the spring.
For information call John &, Kirsch,
Syinposium director, during business
hours ar (GOK) 2625394,

¥uluwieers with the Milwaokes
AIDS Project may altend Trce
workshops, held from 7 to 9p.m. at
the MAP oilice, 1010 N, %th St., with
free parking at the 51, Anthony's ot ac
Forh and Starc Sts. Please call
21 ALDS at teast one week ahead lor
rexervations. Topics: Dec_ §: Siress
managemend, Brad Grunert of
Cyrative Rehabilitation Center. Dec.

10: Death, dying and normal grief,
Sandy Kneppler of Family Scrvice.
Deex, 12 Self-nuriuring while caring
for others, JoAnn Damico-Crajozyk,
MAW . Dec, 19: Suicide, a preventable
disease andd jis warning sgns in
others, Ellen Abrams-Blankenship of
Survivors Helping Survivors of
Waukesha. More workshops in
January.
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Council gets new members

MADISON—Dr. Karen Lamb is
one of four people appeinted in
Navember ¢ Lhe Governor's Council
on Lesbian and Gay Issues. Lamb,
wile of Milwoukee Mayvor Henry
Maier, is a professor of preventive
medicine at the Medical Collcge of
Wisconsin and has worked wilh the
Milwaukee AIDS Project.

firm.

Oiher members of the council are

James B. Christian of Wausau, Joy
Holthaus  of Omalaska, Cynthia
Lampman of Racine, Sandra L.
Lipke of Stevens Point, Iames Thide-
man of Green Bay, Mark Behar and
Donald Boychuk of Milwaukee, and
Will Handy, lax Jones, and Kathleen

: MNichols of Madisen.
Also  appoinled were  Jean A,

Daute, an Eau Claire social worker;
Grant Michael Fitzgerald, a brother
in the Society of the Divine Savior i
Milwaukee: and Kin Koehler of Qsh-
kosh, a job planner with a graphics

Since Scpteraber, the Council has

held community meetings in Green
Bay, Rhinelander, Fond du Lac, and
Baraboo, Meetings are planned for
Tomah and Kenosha in February. @
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State HTLV-III law protects and reveals

i Speak Iis Name

Wisconsin is the second state to
require reporting of positive HTLY-
[11 antibody blood tesls. Colorado
was Lhe first, The Colorado Board of
Heallh voted unanimously on Sepr.
18 1o require registration ol all those
whose blood showed the annbedy 10
the virus believed (o cause A1DS.

Although Wisconsin's law, passed
by the legislajure m October, is in
SOMe Tespecls more siringent than
Colorado’s rule, overall Wisconsin
provides legal protections not availa-
ble in Celorado ar any other stale.

The Colorado Board of Health
requires the registeation af those with
positive Lests by name, address, sex,
and age. That information must be
given to the stave epidemiolegist’s
office, bt could not be given 1o
anyane clse.

Wisconsin's law reguires reporting
of the name, nddress, * telephone
number, age, race, ethnicity, and sex
of a person with a positive blood 1est.
Results semi to the state
epidemiclogist’s office could be

shared confidentially with health care
providers and workers, dentists,
blood banks, funeral direcross, and
olhers,

However, Wisconsin's law also
allows for the conbmmuation of 30
aponymous blood testing sites away
from blood banks and plasma cen-
ters, and appropriates funds in case
the federal povernment, which st up
the aliernate site program, decides 1o
disconlinue funding.

Julian  Rush, director of the
Colorado AIDS Project, said there
was no ancnymous testing in Colora-
do. He said that although “*we have a
high level of confidence in the state
public healih officials'’ 10 keep the
blaod test resulis confidential, the
AIDS project was discouraging in-
dividuals from taking the test al
Colorado’s two [est sites,

Insurance companics or employers
could require someone {o take the
(esl, he said, although it hase'l
happened vet. Anvone fircd for tak-
ing the test—or for being gay or
lesbian—has no legal protection, and
ne legislation (o protect those nghts
was being considered, he said.

Wisconsin law prohibits employers
(ram requiring the tesl or firing thosc
willx posilive resclts. The stale's gay
rights law, passed in 1982, forbids
discrimination in employment, hous-
ing, and public accommaodations on
the basis of sexual orientation.

The law passed in October allows
insurance companies (o use a test for
the HTLY-IIl antibody only il the
state epidemiologist and commission-
er of insurance find the rest medically
sigmificant and sufficiently reliable.

The new Wisconsin law also appro-
priates up to $349,.400 to be spent on
AIDS, in addition to the funds
already being spent and grants made
1o local AIDS projects. Some cibics
and counlics have also provided
funds or personnel 10 AIDS pro-
grams. There have beer 3 deaths
from A1DS in Wisconsin,

In Colorado, with 76 deaths. the
otily public funds spent 10 fight AIDS
has been 4 grant of $17,300 from the
U.5. Conlgrence of Mayors ta the
Colorado A1DS Project.

James loy, cxecutive director of
the Colosado chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Unlag, said thal

while the state does “"a herculean
effort to maintain confidentiality,””
the only thing protecting people’s
privacy was a staluatory guaraniee,

Joy sald the state planned to coun-
sel individuals who tested positive,
and would also try [0 rontact sexual
partness of those individuals, Wis-
consin law prohibits identifying sexu-
al contacts of those with positive
blogd teses.

Joy called the registry being kept in
Codorado "'a very deep intrusion inlae
privacy - withow a benefl 10 the
community.””

loy said the Denver public schools
had asked the health department for a
list of high school aged people with a
positive fesi. The health depariment
refused. He said a student had heen
expelled Irom a Denver schoocl for
having a positive test.

The Denver County Jail has had a
policy for a year that requires prison-
ers wailing trial Lo wear gray if they
are homosexuals, or have histories of
viglence ar psychological problems.
Prisoners walting for felony trials
wear green and those accused of
misdemecanors wear blug,

Don’t shy away from a friend

B3 Will Handy

! e wsed the proroun “he in
this column (o refer (o the person
with AIDS. Since over 8% perceni
of people with ALDS in Wisconsin
are gay men, | took the gromaii-
cafly simpler and more praveful
COLESE.

More and more of us are having
to ask ourselves: “How do 1]
respond to a friend who has
AIDS?" The quesiion has s¢ many
aspects, all clamoring te be an-
swered at once,

Like most questions thai really
matler, this one doesn’t have a
simple, always-right-for-every-
body answer. But by looking at
information, at the needs and
abilities of you and your friend,
and al what’s important o you,
you can find a response that fleels
satisfving and right.

Remember: You don't have to
do this perfectly. You'll probably
bork screw il up 8 few Hmes, 50 be
generous with yourselves.

After the first shock often
comes fear: “*Am [ geing to catch
i Trom him?" Even those of us
who know how ALDS is transmil-
ted—and how it isn'l—usually
musl confront and tame thal gut-
level Tear.

Unless your friend is so ill that
he can’t control sone Moids—such
as phlegm from coughing, pus
from open, uncoverable sares, or
uncontrollable bowels—you're
perfectly safe. You can talk, 1ouch

him; hoid him, c¢at wiuh hkim
{including food he's prepared),
and yes—despile what Dr. Gallo
says about tears—cry with him.
Wash vour hands befaore you see
him and also afrer.

Push vyourself a [ittle on the
fear. And fafk 10 him aboul it—ifl
anyone knows aboul fearing this
illness, it's someons who has il.

Sometimes friends in this situa-
tion want to gel right down [ their
bearts and talk aboul life and
death, Other limes a good healthy
dose of trivia and avoidance may
be just what's needed. Dir the two
af yvou ltke 10 dish? Then disk, for
God's sake! —especially if he's in
the hospital, which can feel like
being exiled to Mars.

Be ready to go deeper inlo your
fricndship. A person with AIDS
may well have dispensed with the
illusion that he can live lorever,
and =0 may be deciding not to
waste his time doing things that
don't really count. If you're ready
to go with him, you'll give yoursefl
a chance lor some of the deepest
intimacy you may ever ¢xperience.

Perhaps inlimacy is the key: the
willingness of two peaple ta apen
their heans 1o cach other, ¢ven
knowing they are opening them-
felves up 1o pain as part of the
bargain. Intimacy isn't *“'being
nice.” H's making what vou show
On the Oulsde Match what You 1eel
an the inside,

That means not hiding (rom him
“for his own pood."” Lf yvou're
angry with hm, rafk 10 him. If
yon're scared, ffk oo him, I

you're loving him or thinking
abour his death {or yours) or
feeling giddy and silly, rafk ro him
about 0L,

Peopic get emolionally fragile
and weak onfy if everyene relenl-
lessly treats thent as if they were,
Your feelings for him arc a gift,
nol a burden. [f he's too 1ired or ill
or fed up 1o listen at the moment,
let bim tell you. You probably
won't have long together—make
the Lime counl.

Of course, he is ill, and some
days will be better than others,
Don’t visit if you're sick—he's
vulnerable. Call before you drop
in, so you're sure he's up to a visit,
Scope oul what he maght need, and
offer to help: Change the kiity
litter, make a meal (and eat it with
him), wash his hair, give mm a
massage (lo1s of people with AJDS
don't gel louched much}, read him
a story, go for a walk wirh him.

Be sure that what you do for/
with him is what you really wan! io
do. One of the worst pightmares
of people who are seriously ill is
that they'll become a burden io
thase they love. If you refuse 1o
give in (0 your own inner junk
about ‘“obligation,” then you can
give generously and without re-
sentment.

Be his friend. Grow with him.
He has a difficult path ahead, and
so do you, By staying open (o
yourselves und each other, you can
do something amazing in that
time: You can bring cach other
joy. [
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Private Moments,
Saltaire Moments.

They begin with an carly morning
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A1DS: Signs and Symptoms

*+ Red to purplish, flai or raised blotches, buomps, or spals, usually painless,
oevirring on or under the skin, inside 1the mouih, nose, eyelids, or rectum, that don't
gt awaiy. Initially, they may look like broises, bui usually are harder than the skin

around them,

» Swallen glands lymph nodes) in the neck, armpit, or groin that may or may not
be painful, and have been prosent lor several months, {Thewe may represen other

dincares o condilions. )

* Whiic patches in the mouth and persistent pain with swallowing.

* Persisient dey cough or shoriness of breath unrelated to smoking, that has |asted
toes long (o be From o gsuat respicatory infection or cald.

& Fewers (greater than 99 degroesh o drenching night sweals that may oeour on and
ofT and last for sevcral days (o woeeks, unesplained by other causes.

* Severe tiredrcss unrelated 1o exercise, tension, of drug use.

= Weight foss of more than 10 1bs. within two months or Jess {or unknown reasons.

* Personality chunges, memory loss, confusion, of depression unexplained by other

LAUSCY

fnformarion from material prepared by the Mifwaukee ANDS Project ond Marional
Coaltion of Gav Sexvally Transmirted [hsedse Services

This guestion-and-answer column is
shared By rhe gay-run ANDY projects
in Green Bav, Milwaukee, ond Madi-
con, On a rofating basis, the projects
sefect wnd grswer guestivns they feel
will be moyi Aelpful o readers. You
fon supped! guestions for the codumn
care af OUT!, P.O. Box 148, Madi-
an, WIST0I

The partivipating prujecis are the
Madisonr  ANPSX  Suppart Nerwork,
PO, Bax 731, Madisom, WY
53707 07%], (508 2577575 or (608)
255-8582; The Center Project. PO,
Rox 1662, Green Bav, W 54305, (414}
£37-7400; and The Mifwankes 41D5
Project,” P.C). Box 92505, Miiwaukee,
W 53242, (4145 273-A1DS L]

10-5 Monday through Friday
1301 WILLIAMSON (608) 255-1ggd

A\

The Petinary
2% 50

1014 WILLIAMSON 255-123%

A full service verteninary chinkt.
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State law forbids firing people with AIDS

MADISON—Can your cmployer
legally fire you beeause you have
AlDS?

Mo, says The Liniled's coordinatar,
Susan Green, who recenily researched
the question by consulling with attor-
neys, officials of Lhe stale Egquoal
Rights Division and oLhers.

Those sources told her that people
willt AIDS are protected by staie laws
barring discrimination against people

*wilh disabilities.

Green says she began looking into
the matier after being conlacied by a
pay man with AIDS who teared he
was aboul o lose his job—and all ils
accompanying provisions for disabili-
I¥ beneliis.

The man, who lives in 2 central
Wisconsin town and works for a
health-care facilily, “was known o
be gay by his employer, and it was not
a major issue,” she said. “*But then

nosed with an AIDS-retazed cancer.

The man's boss started Lo suspect

he had AIDS and **said a number of
things that indicated if he did have i,
he'd be out on the street,”” according
to Grecn.

But now, after being coatacied by
Green and aother advocates, the em-
ployer has agreed 1o let the man 1ake
paid disahility jeave to undergo
chemotherapy for the cancer,

him, and withour publicity,”" Green
s2id. The employer now understands
*if it tries Lo fire him, he can sue for
handicap discrimination.’’

Green said the man “came out of
this whole experience fecling a lol
more empowered. He learned that
people would be there for him i his
employer tried to screw him over.

“Everybody got whal they wanted
and nobody had 1o be dragged

Wisconsin cares )
about AIDS !
MEESGERE ov i

Milwaukee project grows durfng its first year

MILWALTKEE—The Milwaukee
ALDS Project is right on schedule.

It started on Nov, 8, 1984, when
eight people mel at the Brady Fast
Sexually Transmipted [esease Clinic
o Iry o gel a comtmunity AlDS
project off the ground. The plan,
formed over the nexl (wo maonths,
was to have BEST sponsor the project
for perhaps as little ax a year. Afier
that MAP would sirike ol on its
WL

A year later, in early Movember,
198%, MAP had moved inlo its own
office. Rather than having one desk
and a filing cabinet in a comer of
BEST's cramped waiting room, MAP
had filied a seven-room olfice at 1010
M. Yk St., space rented Form St
Anthany's Hospital.

The staff included a lull-time direc-
tor, Sue Dietz, and about 100 volun-
teers. Within iis first 10 months,
MAP had received roughly 565,000,
according o Exetz. Yolunteers put in
about 130 hours of work per week,
Dietz said.

MAP has received Tunding from
the City of Milwaukee, U.5, Confer-
ence of Mavars, Catholic Archdi-
ocese, Episcopal Diocese, Lutheran
Church of America, Chicago Re-
source Cenrer, the Milwaukee Counly
Medical Complex, and hundreds of
individual donors,

And perhaps by January, MAP
will no longer be a project of BEST
Clinic. By early 1986, MAP should be
a project of a new organization, the
AlDS Resource Center of Wisconsin.

..

ﬁ

Broiker Ben Johnson volunieers s
chairpersan of (he Lile Care Services
Commiltee of the Milwaukee AlIYS
Project, offering counseling and poer-
sonal services to people with AL1DS.

ARCW is being created as a joinl
effort of BEST, MAP, the Cream
City Business Association, and the
Cream City Association Foundation.

Pietz said the plan is (o0 draw on the
busipess experience of CCBA and
CCAF, as well as recruiting talemn
lrom the heterosexual communitly, 1o
provide services beyond the scope of
MAP—such as inlermcdiate residen-
tial care for peopls with AIDS.
ARCW may alse be able 10 help
AIDS projects gel sarted in ather

Sue Dietz, direcior of the Milwankee
AIDS Projest, wnswers the phone in
the receplion aream of MAP'YS new
office st 1010 N. 91h S1. MAP pcts §1
least 35 calls cuch day requesling
AIDS information, with abuol half
those calls from helerosexual men,
according to Dielz.

cilies, she said,

Meanwhile, Dietz and the rest of
the MAP workers are enjoying their
new space in an orpate, red hbrick
building with claborate woadwork, in
raoms that had once been an apart-
ment. Four anpnymous donors have
given furpiture, 3 compuler, a mi-
crowave, and office chairs.

MAP still needs a refrigerator,
coflec ables, end tables, bookcases,
lamps, and batrery cperated wall
clocks.

W always knew ATTYS was going
to be such a big issue that i would
involve Lthe entire communily, gay
and straight,”” Dietz said. MAP will
continue o focus on AIDS preven-
tion and helping people with AIDS,
but Dhetz said the project seems (o be
perceived os mare Lhan a gay toncern,

She estimated that most of the 35
of more calls MAP receives cach day
are from siraight men. *We started in
the gay community for gay peaple but
we've grown beyond the gay
community,' she said.

Ope way MAF hopes to expand
soon is by initiating a state-wide
toll-free hotline, probably in cooperi-
tion with AIDS projects m Madison
and Green Bay.

There are also plans to being on a
full-time educator. MAP's paid and
unpaid siaff has already given tram-
ing on ALDS 1o hospital maintenance
workers, workers at shelters for Lhe
homeless, Milwaikee County
sheriff"s deputies, nurse's aides, siu-
dents, clergy, icachers, and counse-
lors.

The project is alse trying to help its
volunteers by offering workshops “'to
give volunteers the skills lor coping
with the very dilficull responsibilities
they have,”” Distz said. December
workshops are listed in the Com-
munify Notes wetion of this issue of
QuUT:. .

Flap over pamphlet won’t stop Center Project

GREEN BA f—"The shock secms
te have worn dewn,'" according to
Mike Relinski, president of the Cen-
ter Project.

The project, which sponsors a
clinic for HTLV-111 antibody blood
tesis, came under fire in October
because some members af the Green
Bay City Council thought that a
brochure used by the clinic was
obscenely sexually explicit.

Green Bay and Brown Couniy
public health nurses take blood sam-
ples and provide counseling at the
clinic. The brochure was wriiten by
the San Francisco Bay Area Physi-

cians for Human Righis, and is
distributed by the Wisconsin Division
af Health.

A commitiee of the City Counci
had recommended stopping use of the
brochure, bt the full council, meel-
ing in early MNovermber, ook “*a pretiy
imeligent atiitude,” accarding o
Belinski. Local physicians and organ-
izations had told the council they
supported use af the pamphlel, he
said.

Somc of the cily nurses had ox-
pressed moral chjectons to providing
counseling, but Belinski said 1hat
issue was resolved within the city

health department, He praised the
wark af the nurses,

Belinski said support for the clinic,
which opened Sept. 30, "‘seemed to
be falling oul of the blue.”" Donors
have provided individual denations
as high as §2,500, he said. Communi-
iy support kas made the clinic possi-
ble, he stressed.

The Center Project raised $950 on
Ovct. 30 with an auction at the Mapa-
lese Lounge, he said, and raised more
money with "Early Frost” fundrais-
ers at many bars 1 noriheastern
Wisconsin.

Belinski »aid the clinic’s organizers

had underestimated the number of
clients thal would use the Center
Project's blood lesting. Criginalty, it
was open for only two hours a week
for testing, bul has expanded to be
openr Mondays [rom % a.m. 103 p.m.
and from 6 to 9 p.m., and may
expand again.

He said the Center Project has also
senl a proposal to the state Division
of Health asking for money to pro-
vide "fundamental sducation®' on
AIDS 10 human service agencies in
northeasiern Wisconsin, something
no one clse is doing. ]
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