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TOYS FOR TOTS A BIG SUCCESS 
Milwaukee - On November 29, the 
Silver Star Motorcycle Club began a 
campaign to collect toys and cash 
donations for Christmas gifts for 
two Milwaukee area children's 
homes (see GPU NEWS, November 
1974). Toys were collected and 
candy was sold by members at the 
Wreck Room Bar for over a week. 
Then, on Sunday afternoon, the 
club sponsored a hot lunch and 
fund-raising party. 

On Sunday, December 15, a 
group of approximately 35 Mil-
waukee entertainers gave a benefit 
fund-raising performance at the 
Marquee Room at the Factory Bar 
for the project. The show lasted 
over three hours and raised over 
$1,000 in cash. The following 

outside organizations made cash 
contributions: The Wreck Room, 
The Marquee Room, The Ball 
Game, The Leaded Shade Restau-
rant, The Argonauts, The Forkers, 
and two Chicago motorcycle clubs. 

When the committee closed the 
books a total of $1,615.45 had 
been raised and toys valued at 
about $300 had been collected. 

Checks for $100 each were pre-
sented to Milwaukee County Chil-
dren's Home and Milwaukee Or-
phan's Asylum (Lakeside Center). 
The group purchased additional 
toys, sporting equipment, games, 
watches, transistor radios, and small 
items of clothing which were 
divided between the two institu-
tions. Lakeside's gift included a 

black and white television set which 
the center needed for its recreation 
room. A letter of appreciation and 
thanks was sent to the Silver Star 
by the Lakeside Center. A similar 
thank-you letter from the Milwau-
kee County Institutions included 
Members of the Gay Community 
in its salutation. Copies of these 
letters are currently posted on the 
bulletin board at the Wreck Room. 

Si Smits, captain of the Silver 
Star told a GPU NEWS reporter 
that "so many people were involved 
in making this project a success that 
we simply can't thank each one 
individually, so our thank-you has 
to go to the entire gay commu-
nity." The group plans a similar 
project for next year. 

1,000 ATTEND GAY FORUM AT MLA CONFAB 
New York - Gays came out in signi-
ficant numbers at the annual con-
vention of the Modern Language 
Association, the largest and most 
prestigious organization of college 
language and literature teachers in 
the country. There were seven gay-
related meetings (and a cocktail 
party) at the convention, which 
was held in New York City from 
December 26-29 and which drew 
approximately ten thousand peo-
ple. 

The 1974 program grew out of 
the efforts of a group of gays who 
met during the 1973 convention at 
a Seminar on gay literature modera-
ted by Prof. Louis Crompton of 
the University of Nebraska. Out of 
that brief meeting came the Gay 
Caucus, which was given Allied Or-
ganization status by the MLA a few 
weeks later. This meant that the 
Caucus received time and space for 
its meetings at the 1974 conven-
tion. 

The most successful meeting, 
drawing an audience of a thousand 
people, was the MLA-sponsored 
Forum on "Homosexuality and 
Literature," featuring Prof. Cromp-

ton and novelists Bertha Harris and 
Christopher Isherwood. 

Other gay-related meetings were 
Caucus workshops on "Gays in the 
Profession: An Airing of Con-
cerns," led by Deborah Core of 
Kent State Univ?,rsity; "Teaching 
Gay Studies," moderated by Dolo-
res Noll of Kent State; and Semi-
nars on "Gay Research" and "Les-
bians and Literature," led by Prof. 
Crompton and Cynthia Secor, re-
spectively. 

At the organizational meeting 
plans were formulated for an active 
and on-going gay group. Professors 
Noll and Crompton were elected 
the co-coordinators for 1975. 
Twelve other officers, equally di-
vided between women and men, 
were elected to the Steering Com-
mittee. Four subcommittees were 
established—Professional Security, 
Gay Studies, Research and Publica-
tion, and Program. There are plans 
to issue a newsletter periodically. 
The immediate priority for the Cau-
cus is to apply fcr the establishment 
of a Division of Gay Studies in Lan-
guage and Literature within the of-
ficial MLA structure. Divisional sta-

tus would enable the Caucus to re-
ceive funding for communication, 
to contribute regularly to the MLA 
newsletter, and to hold regularly 
scheduled meetings at each conven-
tion. The proposal for a Division, 
together with a petition signed by 
at least one hundred MLA mem-
bers, must be submitted to the 
MLA by February 15. If Division 
status is not given this year, it can-
not be granted for another five 
years (although another, less bene-
ficial, grouping would be possible). 

MLA members willing to sign the 
petition are urged to contact Dolo-
res Noll, Department of English, 
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio 
44242 immediately. Gays and 
others wishing to join the Caucus 
or to receive the newsletter should 
write Professor Richard Gustafson, 
Department of Russian, Barnard 
College, Columbia University, New 
York, New York, 10027. 

Regardless of whether or not Di-
visional status is given, the Gay Cau-
cus plans to have an even more 
extensive program at the 1975 MLA 
Convention, which will be held in 
San Francisco from Dec. 26-29. 
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CHICAGO MCC GETS NEW PASTOR 
Chicago - Good Shepherd Parish 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
615 West Wellington Avenue, the 
first Christian Church in this area 
with a special outreach for gays, 
will install its new Pastor on Sun-
day, February 2, 1975, during the 
regular 7 p.m. worship service. 

The Reverend Kenneth T. Mar-
tin, formerly Associate Pastor of 
Good Shepherd Church, was elected 
to the office of Pastor by the con-
gregation on December 8, 1974. 

Rev. Martin came to GSP/MCC 
from the United Church of Christ 
in New Albany, Indiana, where he 
had served for two and one-half 
years. He previously had been on 
the staffs of several churches in 
the South. He also spent two years 
in the Far East as a Chaplain's As-
sistant with the U. S. Army. 

GSP/MCC was founded in 1970 
by The Reverend Arthur R. Green, 
who led the congregation until his 
resignation in November, 1974. 
GSP/MCC is particularly well-
known because of its affiliation 
with the Universal Fellowship of 
Metropolitan Community Churches, 
Los Angeles, California, founded by 
The Reverend Troy D. Perry, 
author of The Lord is My Shepherd 
and He Knows I'm Gay. 

Pastor Martin emphasizes that 
while GSP/MCC and the UFMCC 

THE REVEREND KENNETH 

are well-known for their Christian 
outreach to gays, their outreach 
does not end there. Their service 
in the community is to all, parti-

T 'MARTIN 

cularly those who for any reason 
have been rejected by other Christ-
ian Churches or the Christian com-
munity. 

GPU ELECTS NEW LEADERS 
Milwaukee - At the December Busi-
ness Meeting, the following persons 
were elected to the Board of Direc-
tors of Gay Peoples Union, Inc.: 
Donna Coleman (re-elected), Carol 
Stevens and Lowell Warshawsky, 
who join Alyn W. Hess and Paul 
Safransky whose terms do not ex-
pire until December, 1975. 

At the first board meeting after 
the election, Mr. Hess was re-elected 
to the position of Chairperson of 
the board by his associate board 
members. 

At the first session of the Janu-
ary Business Meeting, the following 
persons were elected as officers for 
1975: Miriam benShalom, presi-
dent; Bill Bray, vice-president; 

Sheila Sullivan, secretary (re-
elected; and Si Smits, treasurer. 

The Board of Directors has sent 
letters of appreciation to all retir-
ing directors and officers. 

The Annual Business Meeting of 
the group will be held Monday, 
February '3, when annual reports 
for 1974 of the board and the vari-

ous committees will be presented 
and goals for the coming year will 
be discussed. 

The board has already announced 
that top priority will be given dur-
ing 1975 to establishing a commu-
nity center. It is expected that 
many of the meetings will revolve 
around a discussion of this goal and 
the new president is expected to an-
nounce community center commit-
tee heads shortly. Anyone inter-
ested in a community center is 
urged to attend the annual meeting. 
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LESBIAN TEACHER LOSES : YET WINS 
San Francisco- A self-admitted les-
bian has lost her bid for reinstate-
ment to an Oregon teaching job, 
but a Federal Court of Appeals up-
held award of damages to her and 
attorney fees. 

The case involves Peggy Burton, 
who was hired by Union High 
School in Turner, Oregon, in July, 
1970. 

While in her second year there, 
the principal asked her about re-
ports that she was a lesbian. The 
court records said she told him she 
was a practicing homosexual and 
the school board subsequently fired 
her. She filed suit. 

ACTIVIST GETS 
POLITICAL JOB 
Los Angeles - A gay activist has 
joined the staff of Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Ed Edelman to 
work as a liaison with the homo-
sexual community. 

David Glascock, 34, originally 
from Racine, Wisconsin, will be 
paid $1,048 a month as an admini-
strative aide to the freshman super-
visor. Glascock will concentrate on 
problems in the metropolitan gay 
community. 

Gay Counseling 
Center Opens 

Milwaukee - Paris Baldacci has an-
nounced the opening January 20 of 
The Milwaukee Gay Community 
Services Center. Its counseling/ 
referral service is located at 2211 E. 
Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee. Office 
hours will be 5-9 p.m. Monday and 
Wednesday evenings and 2-6 p.m. 
Saturdays. In addition, an informal 
rap group for gay women and men 
will be held Friday evenings from 
7-10 p.m. The telephone number is 
263-4110. 

Staff members will be available 
during these hours for walk-in or 
telephone counseling. 

The Federal Court in Portland 
decided Ms. Burton should be 
awarded damages equal to one and 
one-half years' salary and attorney 
fees of $750 for wrongful dismissal. 
It also ordered the records of her 
dismissal expunged. 

But the lower court refused to 

order her reinstated, because she 
was a nontenured, probationary 
teacher. 

The appeals court upheld the 
ruling and said that the damage 
award would serve to discourage 
the school district from similar fir-
ings in the future. 

POET PAUL MARIAH 
IN MILWAUKEE 
Milwaukee - On December 9 Gay 
Peoples Union presented the fam-
ous prison poet, Paul Mariah in a 
two-hour reading from his works. 
The facilities of Theatre X, 1247 
N. Water Street, were engaged for 
the performance which turned out 
about 40 persons. During the after-
noon, Mr. Mariah conducted a 
poetry workshop for aspiring local 
poets. 

The poet began his presentation 
with some of his early, minor 
poems, then moved through some 
longer word pictures before clos-
ing with some of his famous and 
moving poems about prison life. 

Originally from Southern Illinois, 
Mr. Mariah now resides in San 
Francisco where he is editor of 
Manroot, a gay poetry journal. His 
work has been published in almost 
every poetry journal in the United 

Midwest GAU Confrence Set 

States and Canada and he has re-
cently published eight volumes of 
verse. 

On this tour, Mr. Mariah also 
gave readings in Denver, Washing-
ton D.C., New York City, Boston, 
The University of Massachusetts, 
and Kent State University. 

Ann Arbor, Michigan - National 
Gay Academic Union has divided 
into geographic caucuses with Ann 
Arbor, Michigan as the Center of 
Communication for the Midwest. 
To deal with the problems peculiar 
to this region, a conference will 
be held in Ann Arbor on March 7-
8-9, 1975. This conference is 
planned to be as "practical" as the 
New York conference was "theore-
tical" with the purpose of the con-
ference to exchange ideas which 
will be most useful to Gay Aca-
demics in the Midwest. 

A tentative conference schedule 
is as follows: 

Friday, March 7 - Evening: Re-
gistration and Opening Session; 

Saturday, March 8 - Morning and 
Afternoon: Workshops. Evening: 
A Social Gayla; 

Sunday, March 9 - Morning: 
Brunch and Closing Session. 

Further information can be had 
by writing to Larry Cramer and/or 
Linda Derum, Conference Coordi-
nators, Gay Academic Union, 325 
Michigan Union, Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan 48104. 
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Now opening at 2 PM 813 So. First St. 
Sat., Sun., & Holidays open daily 5p.m. 647-9335 

Wynne at the piano Sun. 5:30 -10 PM 

See our glass enclosed garden 
Hear our new quadraphonic sound 
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EDIORWL 
The cover for this issue was de-

signed by our talented art editor, 
Bob Stocki. In case you didn't 
examine it closely, we suggest that 
you do so now. The more you look 
at it the more meaning you will see. 
We have called this cover "The Lan-
guage of Oppression" and it con-
tains many of the words used by 
society to put down gay people. 

Our list is by no means com-
plete and you can probably add 
many more of these hate words to 
the list. Almost every gay person 
has, at one time or another, been 
victimized either directly or indi-
rectly by someone using the lan-
guage of oppression. In order for 
our oppressors to use us, they must 
give us a low status by making us 
objects of hate. It is no coinci-
dence that the words used to de-
scribe gays are all put-down or hate 

MEMBER 

COMMITTEE OF SMALL MAGAZINE 
EDITORS AND PUBLISHERS 

BOX 7o3 SAN FRANCISCO. CA. 941ot 

GPU NEWS, a non-profit pub-
lication, is published by the GAY 
PEOPLES UNION of Milwaukee, 
P. O. Box 90530, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin 53202. 

All material in the paper is 
original and is not copyrighted. If 
you wish to reproduce any part of 
this paper, please note GPU NEWS 
as the source, listing our address. 

If you wish to place an ad in 
future issues, write to us at the 
above address for rates and infor-
mation. 

If you want counseling about a 
homosexual problem or would like 
to have a speaker on the subject for 
your group, contact us at the above 
address or telephone 271-5273. 

Yours in Liberation, 
THE PUBLICATION 

COMMITTEE 

words. There is not a good word in 
the lot. 

You might ask why the word 
gay is included. After all, that is 
the word homosexuals both male 
and female have chosen to replace 
the words of oppression. Have you 
ever heard Johnny Carson or Jack 
Paar or David Susskind use the 
word? Their special intonations 
turn it into a word of oppression 
also. 

Unfortunately, many gay people 
also use these words to put one an-
other down, thus helping in their 
own oppression. These words are 
not funny, nor are they "dirty"; 
they are simply words of hate. 
Yes, we've all heard black people 
call other blacks "nigger" and Jews 
call other Jews "kike," but the hate 
is doubly apparent. 

Part of your own self-liberation 
should be the avoidance of these 
words as well as those used to put 
down blacks, Jews and other minor-
ities. More than that, you should 
protest loudly every time you hear 
someone using one of these words 
of oppression. If your nongay 
friends or fellow workers begin to 
tell a nasty gay joke or use these 
words casually, you should stop 
them by explaining that they are 
using hate words. 

Take the word "faggot" for ex-
ample. It has been used since the 
middle-ages when bundles of fag-
gots (sticks) were used to light the 
fires when gays were burned at the 
stake (see September cover of GPU 
NEWS). We don't agree with those 
gay people who have chosen to call 
themselves fags as a proud badge. 
Simply using the word proudly 
does little to undo the harm done 
by those who use it in hate. 

It we are ever to become liber-
ated persons we must erase these 
words from our language. We must 
develop positive words that show 
us for the self-respecting people 
that we are and we must no longer 
accept the put-downs of society. 

Liberation begins with you and 
your own opinion of yourself. 

FEEDBACK 
Dear Friends, 

I am moved to remark that my 
personal opinion on the question 
posed by G. F. Roy's article, "Can 
Gay Lib Help with Prison Reform" 
is that "prison reform" is no longer 
a worthy goal, if it ever was. Pri-
sons do not reform, nor rehabili-
tate. They are merely ineffective 
sops thrown to the little fascists 
within each of us, not even effec-
tive to satisfy our lust for \Ten-, 
geance or for oppressing those 
among our fellow men who are un-
able to buy their way out. Reform 
is not the answer. Only the aboli-
tion of prisons entirely seems a 
realistic and rational solution. 

In the transition from this to a 
rational, humane society, prisons 
might serve a brief interim educa-
tional purpose if used to incarcerate 
the jailers, judges and the officials 
-from Nixon on down the line--
who "execute" the laws. But, per-
haps, that is too much to hope for 
at the present. 

Sincerely, 
John H. Davenport 
Boulder, Colorado 

Dear Editors: 
KUDOS! Your December edi-

torial by Rev. Wilbur C. Cain was 
a highlight of my Cnristmas season. 
Beautifully and creatively written, 
it was in itself a celebration for me. 
For those of us seeking to actualize 
the Good News in our lives it was 
a reminder that we are not gays 
who happen to be Christians, but 
Christians who happen to be gay. 

Gratefully, 
Kenneth T. Martin, Pastor 
Good Shepherd Parish 
Metropolitan Comm. Church 
Chicago, Illinois 

GPU PHONE 

271-5273 
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ONE THOUSAND EAST NORTH AVENUE, NOW OPEN AT 8 P.M. 

Now Open!! 
THE MIDWEST'S MOST ELABORATE BATH, FEATURING: PRIVATE ROOMS, 
LOCKERS, STEAM ROOM, EXERCISE ROOM, TV LOUNGE, GAME ROOM, 
DANCING, FOOD AND DRINK, AND A SUN ROOM. 

The Club Health Spa for Men 
225 E. St. Paul Ave. 271-3469 

24 hours daily - 7 days per week 

Pick up your identification cards at the River Queen 

• • • _ 
• • 
0 / • • 

° 

NAN 

I I II 

1 1 

00. 

402 NORTH WATER STREET 
MILWAUKEE 

BEER BUST TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
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"Bleu Monde" 
Salad Dressing 

You would think that, what with all the tasty store-buyable salad 

dressings staring us in the face in proliferation on the supermarket 

shelves now, that there'd be no reason to go and make up the follow-

ing dressing yourself. At least that's what you'd think, now—would 

you not?—until you actually go and try this--

Crank up your old electric blender. Then assemble: 

1 pint Mazola oil 
2 smashed cloves of garlic 
good bleu or roquefort cheese 

(about size of golfball) 
1 /3 cup freshly-squeezed 

lemon juice 
1/8 cup red wine vinegar 

2 teaspoons salt 
grindings of black pepper 
dash paprika 
dash oregano 
dash marjoram 
dash Accent 

Then dash it all; in the blender whirl together the above mass. Taste 

for the seasoning-balance, and critically correct it to your own taste 

(especially as to the cheese-lemon-vinegar proportions). Bottle and 

sell at the Fair, or, better yet, serve on your salad(s) tonight! 

A 

0 

iVc,

0 

.ioac:3C=1 

D. 

c> 
VOra 

o ff

() ° 

O 

• 

0 



10  

Different: A eritical View 
Different: An Anthology of Homosexual Short 
Stories. Ed. & Intro. by Stephen Wright. Bantam 
Paperback, 1974. $1.95. 

by Wayne Jefferson 

Into the placid, jade-green backwaters of provin-
cial France there floats a scandalous gondola bear-
ing four women—two mannish, two sylph-like—
trailing cigar fumes and creating ripples. It is the 
Lesbians! cry the simple townsfolk, who are fasci-
nated by them—as is (though more complexly) 
"Paul's Mistress," by Guy de Maupassant. 

It's the 27th century and, in a switcheroo, 
society is now totally gay—except for those few 
sick-criminal-sinners who seek out (gasp)—yes, 
members of the (blush) opposite sex! But never 
fear, it's a Happy Ending after all (?), for the Vice 
Squad root out this social ill by nabbing the out-
laws Jesse and Mina in the bar's back room. Rest 
assured, the new aversion-therapy (a la 1984 and 
beyond) will—ironically--"make a new man" out of 
"The Crooked Man" by Charles Beaumont, a story 
originally from Playboy of all places. 

Back to Germany, and we see Peter and Otto, 
peachy-keen lads, naughty and truant, chattering 
and romping on together in the spunk of clean-
limbed youth, their faces curly with glee, as only 
Christopher Isherwood could (lusciously) describe 
them, all "On Reugen Island." 

These and 21 others appear in the first-ever 
collection of high-quality gay short stories, out last 
month and close on the heels of the first (male) 
poetry anthology The Male Muse. Again, it's about 
time. 

Art, Sci, Lib 

But it provoked two issues. First, what's "gay" 
about a gay short story? And, can good art itself 
sometimes be actually oppressive, subtly retarding 
to liberation, though neither intended as such by 
the author, nor recognized as such by many read-
ers? 

Art (good fiction) is neither social science, nor 
gay-liberationism. Science, though often dull and 
sober, does help liberate us by dispelling simple 
ignorance and actual myths. And radical "Move-
ment" liberation-rhetoric, though sometimes stri-
dent and one-sided, does sound the clarion-call 
manifesto toward freedom (as Blacks and women 
have done before us). By contract, what does art 

do? It does not inform. It does not escape-enter-
tain us merely (that's popular junk). It does not 
preach morals, nor does it Teach Truths. Nor does 
it "free society." It simply takes the "great 
themes" of the Human Condition (its content) and 
aesthetically re-creates them on the page as vivid 
direct experience for the reader (its method). Art's 
purpose is "to make you see, and that is every-
thing," as Joseph Conrad said. 

So you won't find here scientific "studies" of 
the "socialization" and "life-career" (and "mental 
health") of the homosexual "coming out" from 
the "closet" into his "role" and "identity" in the 
"subculture" of the gay "community." More seri-
ously, you won't find here the (needed) gay testi-
mony--about gay oppression, manifestoes of libera-
tion, reform-proposals, etc.—those consciousness-
raising clarion-calls. 

All this is relevant, for it's these two types of 
writing-science, plus Movement education-for-
liberation—which will free us, which will help gain 
"liberty and justice for all" gay folk. This, and 
not literary art as such, however fine. Let's be 
quite clear on this point. There's a sentimental—
but inaccurate--belief that literature can make 
things happen, can "save society," etc. However, 
as W. H. Auden said, 

the honest truth, gentlemen, is that, if not a poem had 
been written, not a picture painted, not a bar of music 
composed, the history of man would be materially un-
changed. 
And you may well object: what about the great 

influence of Thoreau's Walden on Ghandi and 
other politicals; of Thomas Paine's stirring pam-
phlet "Common Sense"; of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin—supposedly "that lit-
tle novel that started the war and freed the 
slaves"? Ah, but these were not literature as 
such—great Themes vividly shown—but merely dra-
matized ideologies," art hired out as public-rela-
tions propagandist. (Recall Carl Wittman's "A 
Gay Manifesto," a latter-day "stirring pamphlet" 
indeed. It works!) But, again, you may well 
laughingly object that "it wasn't the purpose of 
fine fiction to be science of tracts," also that to do 
so "would have warped and contorted their artful-
ness," also that "there's room for both art and lib-
writings." 

All true somewhat, but my point is this—consider 
the audiences of these stories. (Also, gentleper-
sons, our responsibilities and our priorities.) What 
happens if these stories fall into the hands of, not 
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"us," but two other types of readers—the nongay 

person, also the newly-gay person just coming out 

into the scene? For there are two things about 

many of these tales which might harm these read-

ers. One is specific stereotypes about gays (Preda-

tors; Sick-Pitiable-Cripples; etc.). The other, worse, 

is Atmosphere, the general moods and tones, the 

climates-of-opinion, which often amount to a sort 

of moral smog hovering overall and casting a pall 

over the gay person as semi-human Outcaste, the 

condition of gayness as Curse and Final Disaster. 

A mirror of the old, old tradition. Hence inno-

cent readers—unaware that "homophobia" stands 

behind all—may take this as the final "definition 

of the situation," which then would result in a 

"self-fulfilling prophecy," or just more of the same. 

Expectations influence actions, attitudes. Thus 

the paradox. These stories, "beautiful" artistically 
(and it does seem crass to club a fine story), may 
yet be insidiously, dangerously oppressive and de-
humanizing after all. These tales are true-to-life, 
they show Problems—but the innocent reader 
might mistake the gayness of the characters as the 
problem, rather than either (1) their being gay in 
oppressive society, or also (2) their simply being 
alive, and hence subject to the universal Human 
Condition, the ills all mortal flesh are heir to, no 
matter what the sexual orientation of that flesh. 
One must be quite clear here. 

More on these stereotypes and smog-moods 
below, but first, this raises the question, what's 
specially "gay" about these tales? I'm a bit 
separatist, feeling that gays (and other Outsiders) 
have a little special "angle of vision" on things. 
Yet reading Different, I feel like the French chef 
in that TV margarine ad. He tasted butter and 
then, eyes a-gog, proclaimed, "No difference!" 
That is, "different" these people surely are, and 
yet in the best stories, the characters are not only 
gays-in-straight-society, but also human-beings-in-
life, subject to the "universal Human Condition." 

Which involves the "great themes" of Life and 
Death; Love and its loss; communication vs. iso-
lation; ignorance innocence vs. knowing experi-
ence; individual growth vs. social convention; 
questions of Value, morality; the stand-still state 
of Dilemma (perplexity, confusion); and the grub-
by Real vs. the golden Ideal (or, as Paul Goodman 
phrased it, the conflict, not between what is and 
what should be, but between "what must be but 
cannot be.") 

But note these "great themes" may apply at 
least as much to gays in straight society (as to 
Blacks in white America, women in a man's 
world.) Further, the modern short story, as a 
form, seems especially suitable to gay themes—
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dealing as it does with "character" and the revela-
tion and development of same. 

"Plot" v s. "People" 

By contrast of course, most fiction (and TV 
and movies) is forever of the "plot" melodrama 
type really—mass or popular art. Witness works 
both gay and nongay—Airport and The Waltons 
but also Gordon Merrick's The Lord Won't Mind 
and its syrupy sequels. The three never-fail ingredi-
ents here are: (1) PLOT—violent external Action 
(sock 'em between the eyes—look, Ma, blood!), 
simple cliff-hanging Suspense ("and then, and 
then—what's gonna happen next?"), and Discovery-
scenes of plot-secret revelation ("Grandma's will is 
in the birdcage!"). (2) The ENDING? never fear, 
it's conclusively Happy, all tied up neatly into-the-
sunset-forever-afterward. (3) And the CHARAC-
TERS get short shrift here. Usually not real Peo-
ple, but thin Types, cookie-cutouts. The Hero, 
the Villian, plus a host of others, gay and nongay. 
The plastic Hero is all-wise, all-powerful, all-good—
too perfect, not human. And too predictable, and 
unconvincing when he changes. 

This then is masscult escape-fiction—truly enter-
taining after a hard day's fight, but thin soup after 
all, meager fare. It's formula-written for unthink-
ing "Middletown" audiences; the writers "make 
'em cry, make 'em wait." American optimism-and-
progress reigns, and we all get wet. It's suspense 
laid on with a trowel; sentimentality wiped up 
with a towel. It sells; but it palls. 

Better than this beer-and-popcorn is the meat-
and-wine of quality modern fiction. It is more 
"character"-oriented. Plot mutes down, and real 
People arise. In this category falls That Certain 
Summer, at least parts of The Front Runner, and 
Forster's Maurice and Isherwood's A Single Man. 
People here are: (1) not "cardboard stock" types, 
but many-sided and complex (even contradictory, 
paradoxical), (2) not plastic-perfect but stubborn-
ly, shabbily "human"; (3) not all-wise, but only 
half-knowing of the truths about life and their 
own selves; but (4) in constant dynamic change, 
inner Personal Growth. "Action" and "discovery" 
there is a-plenty, but it's all interiorized; "sus-
pense" there is too, as we wait to see if a character 
will really change and grow—or tragically fail to. 
Finally, all this is done deftly. A bulky novel has 
time to spin out heavy sagas, but a slim story can 
simply snapshot short "slice-of-life" scenes. Which, 
however, are enough; no humdrum-everyday ones, 
they are the carefully-selected "red-letter days," 
those searing moments in which a character stands 
revealed to self and others, and pivotally changes 

(or fails to; no Happy Ending). 
So the modern story is well fit for gay themes. 

First, the gayworld itself is still fragmented within 
itself as well as disjointed from the nongay world 
in double-life fashion. Also, gayness itself is still 
"different," unusual. Because it's stigmatized per-
sonal secret, plus socially outlaw-fact, it has to be 
"discovered gradually," first by gay self, then by 
social others, through stages. Hence the gay story 
can have the best of both fictional worlds—plot-
revelation plus character-study. And character-
changings. James Baldwin once wrote of a univer-
sal (but especially gay) problem, that of honestly 
knowing and deciding between "the life you have, 
the life you want, the life you think you want, 
the life you think you should want." (Shades of 
being closeted, self-deceived, straight-identified, 
knowing-and-yet-not-knowing, and all the rest!) 

Know Thyself 

To the stories, then. Some changes are obvious—
though amusing. In "Sea-Change," the dumb-Type 
hunky butch stud Howie butterflies into the frilly-
aproned femme to Willy—himself formerly a "sim-
pering Ivy-league fruit," now (you guessed it) a 
macho-Type construction worker. Weak art, weak 
"lib"; the changes too improbable and obvious, 
a mere curiosity; and, simply an oppressive rein-
forcement of society's image of (outmoded) 
butch-femme roles ("Who's the wife this week? 
Hahaha!"). Better is a classic little story of coming 
out, "The Theban Warriors." Here, a seaman 
Monty—a convincingly complex character, being a 
burly prizefighter who is also blatantly campy—
visits a (straight) Algerian bordello in tandem with 
his shipmate and buddy Barney, also straight (well, 
he has Doris, the girl-back-home). But it's a "red-
letter day" for Barney, for all this dickering is 
needed prelude (foreplay?) to "what happened 
next," which is Monty's tenderly taking Barney to 
another room, where there's another view for these 
two, "for as long as such things last." Boy meets 
boy. . . . In real life, gayness emerges slowly in 
one. In a good story, the pace of the plot is 
gradual. In this one, theme and plot dance well 
together. 

But oddly enough, I felt more satisfied with 
those tales where gayness remained semi-latent, 
complexly hidden in a certain vague limbo some-
how. Some characters never really understood, 
let alone reached or achieved, their true selves—
"the life they want." Rather, we see them borne 
along on the uncharted currents of their sub-

(continued on page 231 



13 

photo by Conrad Hunter & Associates, Inc. 



14 

MYRON 
BY GORE VIDAL 
Random House, New York, 1974. 

by Sam Edwards 

Readers of Gore Vidal's 1968 novel Myra Breckenridge will 
remember that, through sex-change surgery, she flamboyant-
ly emerged to control the mind and body of her ultra-con-
servative alter-ego, Myron Breckenridge. Since it had been 
so thoroughly subdued, Vidal did not explore in depth the 
male side of this split personality. However, at the end of the 
novel, because of an accident, the personality of Myron re-
emerged—now trapped in a female body requiring more sex-
change surgery to restore the personality-gender balance. 

Thus, at the end of Myra Breckenridge, Mr. Vidal left the 
door open for a sequel which could explore this fascinating 
situation further. Now, fresh from the critical and commer-
cial success of his historical work Burr, Mr. Vidal returns 
with Myron to the Breckenridge split personality. 

Myron begins with the male side of the Breckenridge 
body having been in control for several years. Myron has 
married his sweetheart Mary-Ann and has been living in the 
San Fernando Valley, blissfully running a Chinese Catering 
Service. Except for the fact that the plastic surgeon failed to 
provide testicles when re-creating his genitals, he is proud to 
be a typical American male, with typical suburban values. 

After just a few pages, Myra strikes, pushing him through 
the TV screen as he is watching a late show re-run of the 
1948 film The Siren of Babylon. Suddenly he finds himself 
on MGM's back lot on the 1948 movie set where Siren is 
being filmed with Maria Montez and Bruce Cabot in starring 
roles. He meets others who have also been trapped in this 
electronic fantasy world and soon is engaged in a gland-to-
gland struggle with Myra who is determined to take control 
of the body again. 

In addition to her purely personal will to live, Myra wishes 
to restore "the world to its golden age: 1935-1945, when 
no irrelevant film was made in Hollywood." By interfering 
with the production of Siren and the lives of persons near 

• 
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Gore Vidal wrote his first novel, Williwaw, at 
the age of 19 in 1946. In 1948 he published The 
City and the Pillar which became the first best-
selling American novel to deal openly with homo-
sexuality. 

Mr. Vidal has written 15 novels, 7 plays, and 3 
collections of essays. His most well-known works 
include: The Judgment of Paris, Messiah, Julian, 
Myra Breckenridge, Two Sisters, Visit to a Small 
Planet (which appeared on Broadway), and Burr. 

He has lived with a close male friend for 17 
years, dividing his time between his home in the 
east and his villa near Rome. 
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her living in 1948, she hopes to 
change history, saving Hollywood 
and the United States from "the 
current age of darkness through 
which we are passing (1973)." She 
also intends to "restructure the hu-
man race," changing man's sexual 
image by making male to female 
sex-changes popular. 

She calmly selects a handsome 
half-Cherokee telephone lineman 
whom she plans (without his per-
mission) to change surgically from 
male to female. Then, with publi-
city and fanfare, the newly-made 
Amazon will be turned into a na-
tional idol causing thousands to 
rush to a surgeon. This, reasons 
Myra, will help women destroy the 
myth of male superiority with the 
side benefit of controlling the popu-
lation explosion. 

Sorting out the threads of this 
ever-changing, ever-deepening fan-
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tasy is sometimes difficult, but al-
ways amusing. The question of 
whether Myra or Myron will finally 
triumph is not too important. Vi-
dal is simply using the characters to 
rake the coals of politics, literature 
versus movies and television, sex-
uality, and pornography. He con-
stantly compares 1948 to the pre-
sent, showing us just how much our 
views on these topics have changed. 
This could be dull fare indeed ex-
cept for his witty and often out-
rageously funny treatment. 

Almost all of the characters 
speak with extremely salty lang-
uage, using a lot of four letter 
words that some people would con-
sider obscene. For every "dirty" 
word, Vidal has substituted the 
name of one of the justices who 
concurred in the recent Supreme 
Court decision which leaves every 
community the right to decide 
what is pornographic. Thus, My-
ron's surgeon provided him with a 
new rhenquist, but forgot to give 
him a new set of powells. With 
tongue in cheek, Vidal explains this 
device in a short preface, saying, "I 
believe that these substitutions are 
not only socially edifying and re-
demptive, but tend to revitalize a 
language gone stale and inexact 
from much burgering around with 
meaning." 

Myron is so rich with fantasy as 

to be almost psychedelic in places. 
The plot gets so complicated that 
Mr. Vidal has trouble extracating 
his characters from the zany situa-
tions in which he has placed them. 
This mixture of fantasy, science 
fiction and campy history with 
social comment is just beginning to 
bore when Vidal hastily begins to 
tie up the loose ends. He has plain-
ly placed himself in a literary bind, 
but he plows on to an ending by 
stretching the fantasy to extremes. 

Thankfully, Myron will not lend 
itself well to film treatment. Read-
ers of Myra Breckenridge will also 
remember the dreadful film results 
when Hollywood got its hands on 
the book. It's only redeeming fac-
tor was Mae West's blown-up por-
trayal of a minor character in the 
novel. 

Myra fans who have not yet read 
Myron would hate me if I revealed 
the convolutions of plot that Mr. 
Vidal uses to bring together the 
threads of his fantasy. However, I 
can tell you that the last chapter 
consists of just two words-!sevil 
aryM. 

Has Gore Vidal deliberately left 
the door open for yet another Myra 
novel? That would be too burger-
ing much! 
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The Chevalier D'Eon 
1728 

1810 

by Sheila Sullivan 

In his 1906 Studies in the Psychology of Sex, 
psychologist and writer Havelock Ellis coined the 
term "eonism" for the condition known today as 
transvestism. As the Marquis de Sade gave us 
"sadism" and Leopold von Sacher-Masoch gave us 
"masochism," "eonism" was borrowed from the 
Chevalier D'Eon, whom Ellis considered a near 
perfect example of the transvestite. In Ellis' words, 
D'Eon was "fulfilling a deep demand of his own 
nature. He clearly had a constitutional predisposi-
tion for the life he adopted, aided by an almost 
asexual disposition. . . ." The Chevalier D'Eon is 
surely the most famous of early cross-dressers in 
history, having lived his first 49 years as a man, 
her last 33 as a woman. 

Background 

Charles Genevieve Louis Auguste Andre Thimo-
thee D'Eon de Beaumont was born October 5, 
1728 in Tonnerre, a small town near Dijon, France. 
As could be expected, the story goes that D'Eon's 
mother dressed him as a girl until age four, accord-
ing to some writers; according to others, he wore 
his sister's clothes until age ten. Then there's the 
one about his being consecrated to the service of 
the Virgin Mary and dressed in the garb of sister-
hood until age seven when his father ordered him 
appropriately dressed according to his sex. D'Eon, 
in writing of his childhood, confirms this latter 

drawing by James Koetting 

story and confides that his mother added a seventh 
name, Mary, to his original six. 

Notwithstanding, between the ages of thirteen 
and twenty-one, D'Eon went to College Mazarin 
in Paris and took a degree in civil and common 
law. Already at seventeen years of age, he wrote 
essays debating the two planes upon which humans 
live: that of appearance (as we exist in other's 
minds and the forms imposed by society which we 
try to meet) and that of the innermost core of 
being which we contemplate. He then obtained a 
position in the governmental department where 
his father, an advocate in Parliament and a King's 
Counsellor, had served. It was at this time that 
young D'Eon developed his ardent passion for fenc-
ing, taking lessons from the famous fencing-master 
Motet. His skill and love for this sport was to last 
his lifetime and more than once it served him well. 

Coming Out 

D'Eon's attempts to mingle with the elite pro-
duced his friendship with the Prince de Conti, 
cousin of King Louis XV, and the Chevalier's 
appearance as a lady of the Court at a masquerade 
ball put into Conti's and the King's minds the 
value of this disguise in Le Secret du Roi, a system 
of secret diplomacy whose members worked under-
ground to carry out the orders of Louis XV. Thus. 
D'Eon became the Secret's first agent. 

Legend has it that, in an attempt to re-establish 
friendly relations between Russia and France, the 
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Mlle. D'Eon, aged twenty-five; by Angelica Kauffmann after 
Latour, Mansell Collection. 

Chevalier D'Eon was sent to Russia in 1755 dis-

guised as Mademoiselle Lia de Beaumont. There 

she mingled with the Empress Elizabeth, daughter 

of Peter the Great, secured a position of confi-

dence near the throne and then presented the 

Empress with a letter from Louis XV expressing 

France's desire for an alliance with Russia. This 

story is contested by some historians, but affirmed 

as truth by others. 
There is no doubt, though, that D'Eon returned 

to Russia the following year in male attire under 

his own name, as Mlle. de Beaumont's brother, and 

accomplished considerable diplomatic success. 

During this time D'Eon was forever teased by his 

superior in Russia, the Marquis de L'Hopital, 

about his excessive virtue and his inability to be a 
husband. Ane D'Eon confessed: 

I am extremely mortified at being what nature has made 
me and that the dispassionate nature of my tempera-
ment should induce my friends to imagine in their 
innocence, and this in France, in Russia and in England, 
that I am of the female sex. The malice of my enemies 
has confirmed all this. . . . I have never wished for wife 
or mistress. 
D'Eon finally returned to France in 1760, hav-

ing accomplished much more than his position had 
required--Empress Elizabeth had signed the Treaty 

of Versailles in 1756. King Louis presented him, 

upon his return to Paris, with a jewelled snuff-box 

and a commission in the Dragoons, a military unit 
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The Chevalier D'Eon as Captain of Dragoons, Mansell Collection. 

consisting of heavily armed mounted troops. His 
military career lasted only a few months, but it 
was long enough for him to display outstanding 
courage and initiative. 

"A Rumor Was Spread ..." 

At the close of the Seven Years' War, the French 
diplomat, the Duc de Nivernais, was appointed to 
the English Court of St. James and took the Cheva-
lier D'Eon as his secretary. Within weeks D'Eon 
accomplished a sensational coup by abstracting 
secret British instructions from an under-secret-
ary's portfolio. As reward he was given the honor 
of carrying George III's Ratification of the Peace 
Treaty to Versailles, and awarded the Croix de 
Saint-Louis. Nivernais' successor was the Comte 
de Guerchy and between their periods of service, 
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Mlle. de Beaumont, or The Chevalier D'Eon, Female, Mini-ster Plenipotentiary, Captain of Dragoons, British Museum. 

Louis XV nominated D'Eon as interim chief of the 
French Embassy from June to October, 1763. 

To say the least, the promotion went to D'Eon's 
head, and he abused his position, spending vast 
sums of money on entevtainment and lavish attire, 
falling deeply into debt. • He appealed for relief 
from the Foreign Minister, the Duc de Praslin, but 
received only an order to modify his life-style. 
Keeper of some of his monarch's most dangerous 
secrets, D'Eon ignored this advice and instead col-
lected important documents as ammunition, send-
ing extremely insolent letters to Praslin and 
Guerchy. 

When Guerchy finally arrived in London to take 
his post, he presented D'Eon with a letter from 
Praslin recalling him to Paris and instructing him 
to await orders without coming to the Court. This 
spelled disgrace. 

Louis XV followed with another letter: "You 
have served me as effectively in the garments of a 

woman as in those which you wear; resume 
them and retreat at once to the city." 

But the Chevalier refused to relinquish his posi-
tion and the battle of wits between him and 
Guerchy continued. Guerchy spread the rumor 
that D'Eon was made and, in addition, in D'Eon 
that D'Eon was mad and, in addition, in D'Eon's 
words, 

a rumor was spread several times that I was of the 
feminine sex. My naturally cold temperament which 
led me late and very soberly to the pleasure of women, 
and a certain ridiculous chastity, which I have never 
been able to overcome, have robbed me of the strength 
to do in the presence of a single friend the half of what 
I dare to boast of doing before a hundred friends. This 
was the cause of the jokes and the suspicions roused by 
my nature. My friends said that in very truth I was a 
dragoon by my upper half and a young lady by my 
lower half. . . . My journey to Russia in female gar-
ments had already given rise to a thousand rumors. 
M. le Comte de Guerchy had spread the idea that I was 
not only a woman but both man and woman. By which 
he made me a two-sided Janus, one side swelling, the 
other flat, so that in me there was something for 
everybody's taste. 
An order demanding the English government to 

extradite the Chevalier was served, but under 
British law it was impossible to seize the Chevalier 
or his papers. The debate was becoming an inter-
national scandal - Guerchy printing pamphlets 
libeling D'Eon, D'Eon in turn publishing a book 
against Guerchy. The Ambassador even attempted 
to poison the Chevalier, putting opium in his wine. 

Guerchy persuaded the English government that 
the Chevalier must answer for his outrages in court 
and when the Chevalier failed to appear in court at 
the appointed date, the police sought him at his 
friend's home. Instead they found three ladies, 
one the Chevalier D'Eon so completely at ease in 
his female garments that he went undetected. Un-
able to be found, the Chevalier was declared an 
outlaw. 

Ambassador Guerchy completely lost his head 
until finally he offered 5,000 gold pieces to any-
one who would rid him of his enemy, dead or 
alive. Finally Guerchy received a summons to 
appear before the Grand Jury of London to answer 
a charge of attempted assassination. France was 
internationally disgraced. The Ambassador was 
kept out of prison for political reasons, but died a 
broken man. D'Eon made note of the event: 
"Guerchy died in Paris in September 1767 in great 
anguish of body and mind. May our merciful God 
spare his soul in heaven as I spared his body on 
earth." 

D'Eon's victory was complete. Louis XV sud-
denly broke his silence with his secret correspon-
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dent and in April 1766, assured D'Eon an annual 
emolument of 12,000 francs in recompense for 
services rendered. The Chevalier, remaining in 
England, spent his time on literary labors. 

The Scandal Mushrooms 

He was now nearing forty years of age and the 
rumors concerning his sex continued in London 
and Paris. Caricatures, cartoons, pamphlets and 
broadsheets appeared, filled with slanderous images 
of the Chevalier, one depicting him as Queen of 
the Amazons attended by satyrs. A French social 
historian wrote 

The rumors which have prevailed for several months 
concerning the Sieur D 'Eon, this fiery personage so well 
known for his eccentricities, are to the effect that he is 
no more than a woman dressed as a man. In England 
people are so stirred up by these suggestions that the 
betting for and against amounts to more than a hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. All Paris is watching this 
strange being. 

Gambling policies rose daily in value, the odds be-
ing placarded in public places. Plans were made to 
seize and force D'Eon to submit to an examination. 
In a rage, D'Eon appeared in the Stock Exchange 
where the betting took place. 

There in my uniform and with my cane in my hand I 
demanded an apology from the banker who was the first 
to take out one of these impudent insurances. I chal-
lenged the most incredulous, or the most brave, or the 
most insolent of all present, which amounted to several 
thousands of people, to fight against me with his own 
choice of arms. Everybody became extremely polite 
and in the general astonishment not a single one of my 
male adversaries in this immense city dared either to bet 
against my cane or to fight against me, although I stayed 
from midday until two o'clock at their assembly to give 
them time to come to a decision. I ended up by making 
known my address in the event of anyone changing his 
mind. 

So renowned was he for his swordsmanship that he 
was left in peace and the scandal momentarily died 
down. Before long, however, the controversy re-
sumed and the schemes to seize D'Eon drove him 
to Scotland for a short time under an assumed 
name. 

The Transaction 

In 1774 Louis XV died and Louis XVI, spurned 
at the indignity of having an ex-ministre plenipo-
tentiaire the center of obscene gambling in a 
foreign capital, decided on three moves: to clarify 
the truth about the Chevalier's sex, to regain pos-
session of the state papers, and induce D'Eon to 
return to France. The first envoy sent by the King 
returned, apparently given some tangible proof by 
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La Chevaliere D'Eon in 1791, engraved by J. Conde, Mansell Collection. 

the Chevalier that • he indeed was a woman. The 
second envoy, Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumar-
chais, the later author of Le Manage de Figaro, was 
so convinced of D'Eon's feminine sex that he 
opened proceedings by a proposal of marriage. 
Much bargaining, trickery and insults ensued until 
a lengthy Transaction was signed by both parties 
in 1775. The terms read that ".a Chevaliere" 
should surrender all her papers and dress "in the 
garments of her sex and never to leave off wearing 
them." In return she would be entitled to live in 
her native land with the earlier promised pension 
of 12,000 francs per annum. 

The Chevalier's opening clause to the Trans-
action read: 

I submit to declare publicly my sex and leave no doubts 
about my state, to resume and wear until my death fe-
male attire, unless, because I have been so long accus-
tomed to my military uniform, His Majesty should toler-
ate my resuming male attire, should I find it impossible 
to endure the inconvenience of the other attire after 
having tried to get used to it . . . 

(continued on page 22) 
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drifting 

POEMS BY 1101Vilifill 
red sails in the moonlight 
white doves in your eyes 
give me your body baby, 
i'll give you mine. 
the sea water is so rough, 
the wind blows thru your hair, 
i want to wrap my arms around you and 
drift away. 

1 the photograph still sets on my shelf, 
1 its edges are turning grey. 

pretty soon i'll have to take another one and 
throw this one away. 

1 i bury your hand in my lap, 
you give my leg a squeeze. 
i stop the motor of the boat 
so we can drift away. 

1 

I 
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i think of him from time 

to time, 
hoping my heart hasn't lied. 
there's no one i can blame only 
my foolish pride. 
i'm holding back my feelings and 
thats not fair. 
its got me down. 
what else can i say? 

33 1/2 r.p.m. blues 
seems like brick/waiting for a shit 
kitchen curtain torn/i'm forewarned 
can't find a light/why not tonight 
dreams of virgins in the alleyway/who cares today 
someone screaming nigger/she pulled the trigger 
what do newspaper headlines say/he was no good anyway 
free man in paris/looking for a son 
manly women seem armed/noone has won 
mothers crying over nothing/nothing is something 
a van gough painting blinds my sight/neither one 
of us could get it up tonight. 
this love—in could end up crazy/so be lazy. 
the t.v. set is burning holes in the ashtrays/who 
cares anyways. 
come into my kitchen/show me my friend's tea 
come home with me honey/they'll be no in-jury. 
burn the paper with the trash/man on the corner 
says you owe him some cash. 
own up. hey troubled child/still can't get it up. 
this here is 331/2 r.p.m. blues/the analyst said i 
was crazy-

but i'm not. 
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love room ballad 

you've seen my weakness 
you've seen my strength 
nothing else matters right now 
in this world but 
that I'm with you and you with me. 
together our hands will clasp 
so tightly 
never wanting to let go—
never saying no. 
this is the cosmic dream. 
you've explored my mind 
you've entered my soul 
we've made love til the late hours 
of the morning, 
waiting for the sun to shine. 
we've held each other tightly, 
kissed lightly and 
fallen asleep in each other's arms. 
in crys and whispers, 
i love you. 
don't leave me. 

Norman Richards is the author of two books of poetry: 
Obog and Coming Out (A Winter's Nightmare). His poetry 
has also been printed in numerous anthologies and maga-
zines. The poems featured in this lay-out are from his up-
coming book Nocturnal Emissions. He is from Milwaukee. 
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ME • 

We lay here 
just you and I 

this quiet moment after 
so many minutes of wild 
lovemaking. 

you know it was the best yet. 
Really!! 

Now i hear you sleep. 
the sound of your breath 
frightens me. 
I don't know why. 
your hand covers my chest, 
don't worry i won't leave. 

The music is still on. 
the organ chant, the distant drums, 

voices in the sky, and the sun 
setting for you and i. 

My eyes are getting heavy. 
the music is in the distance. 
good night my love. 

fry

■ 

Photo by Barbara Mulvanny 
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D'Eo n (from page 19) 

Still the controversy continued. It was an-
nounced in the Morning Post of November 11, 
1775 that "The City is about to issue a new policy 
on the sex of the Chevalier D'Eon; the odds are 7 
to 4 for woman against man . . . ." 

The Chevaliere Charlotte D'Eon chose October 
21, 1777, the feast of St. Ursula, who was 
martyred with eleven thousand compatriot virgins, 
for his first public appearance as a female, taking 
communion in several churches in the hope that he 
might "rid himself of all the faults and dangers 
inherent in the masculine condition and acquire in 
exchange the character of a woman and the virtues 
that are the attributes of this sex." 

Her Adjustment 

The Chevaliere became the social lioness of the 
day. The doors of all the salons of Paris and Ver-
sailles were open to her. Her admirers included La 
Rochefoucauld, Boufflers, Montmorency, Polignac, 
d'Arguesseau and Rohan. Even Voltaire requested 
and received an interview with her. 

But soon her ambiguity got the best of her and 
in June, 1778, with only eight months of full-time 
cross-dressing behind her, she wrote to the Chief of 
Police: "I am ashamed and sick with grief to find 
myself in skirts at a moment when we are about to 
go to war. . . . I am willing in obedience to the 
orders of the King and his ministers in time of 
peace, but in time of war it is impossible." But her 
supplications remained unanswered. 

Unable to restrain herself, the Chevaliere made 
appearances in her dragoon's uniform and was 
arrested for this defiance to the King in March, 
1779. She was imprisoned in the Chateau de 
Dijon, but, after nineteen days, was released on 
condition she retreat to her property and renew 
her promise to wear women's clothes the rest of 
her life. 

Having convinced the French Government to 
allow her to return to England to put her affairs in 
order, she left France for England on November 
17, 1785, never to return. She was accepted by 
London society as a distinguished oddity and pro-
duced her own brand of eccentrics. At dinner 
parties when the meal was over she was known to 
hold the door open for the ladies on their way to 
the drawing room, but she herself would return to 
sit at the table with the gentlemen, cross her legs 
and discuss the port. 

L 

4 

• 

The duel between Mlle. D'Eon and the Chevalier de St. Geroge at 
Carlton House, Mansell Collection. 

World Champion Female Fencer 

Her pension was paid only after long delays and 
the Chevaliere's debts and cost of living forced her 
to seek an income. Forty-year-old Chevalier Saint-
George, former master of hounds of the Duc 
d'Orleans, was held champion fencer of the time 
and in 1787, the Chevaliere challenged him to a 
match at Carlton House. The Prince of Wales and 
many members of the fashionable sporting world 
watched the near sixty-year-old Mlle. D'Eon, clad 
in three cumbersome layers of skirt, triumph over 
the world champion in a brilliant tour de force and 
she was rewarded by the Prince with a superb pair 
of pistols. The Chevaliere then embarked on a tour 
of the provinces with a small company of fencers, 
giving displays of her skill in the packed halls of 
Oxford, Brighton, Birmingham and Southampton. 
She devised a costume which formed a nice com-
promise between masculine and feminine attire, 
but sometimes wore her uniform with the Croix 
de Saint-Louis pinned on her breast. 

The French Revolution broke in 1789 and the 
Chevaliere petitioned the Assembly to be reinstated 
in the Army. The petition, though read and ap-
plauded, was merely filed away. D'Eon's name 
was placed on the list of emigres, her property 
confiscated, her pension annulled. And now, 
with no legal obligation or financial inducement 
to do so, D'Eon proceeded to finish her life as a 
woman. 

(continued on page 25) 



Differen t (from page 12) 

marine motives and identity, which never surface 
to full light-of-day, let alone happy-ending-always. 

Why should this seem valid? As gay-lib might 
say, isn't this either "closetry" in the characters, 
or—worse—censorship by the authors, either be-
cause of their own shame/guilt, or else their 
"discretion" (read: repression) in the bleaker 
earlier days when they wrote? (All this tragically 
happened in the gay novel, for example.) And 
yet—gay lib's clarion call "Come out!" is no dif-
ferent really from Socrates' dictum twenty cen-
turies earlier—"Know thyself!" Or from the 
working-assumption of modern fiction and (good) 
modern psychology both—namely, that "Man's 
capacity for self-deception is practically infinite." 
Especially in sexuality. 

And hence the tragedies. "The saddest is—what 
might have been." Three tales poignantly stand 
out here. There's D. H. Lawrence's great story 
"The Prussian Officer." His relationship with his 
young orderly unfolds in magnificent momentum, 
but is destined to end only in the mutual death of 
a sort of blood-stained ultimate-scene type of 
communion after all, with neither character either 
fully willing, or even understanding, what's going 
on. It's true, but too simplistic, to say about this, 
along with gay lib, "shades of self-hate and repres-
sion caused this," let alone "uncontrolled S-and-M 
is bad." No, the story is less about gays (or socko 
"action") than about People—darkly complex, only 
half-aware. So we can enjoy its Theme and Art 
both, and only hope innocent readers don't just 
think of the Dean Corll murders in Texas and all 
that tripe. 

Then there's Henry James' story "The Pupil." 
The relationship is murky: 

The boy noticed in an instant that he (the pupil's 
tutor) had turned red, whereupon he turned red him-
self and the pupil and the master exchanged a longish 
glance in which there was a consciousness of many more 
things than are usually touched on, even tacitly, in such 
a relation. It produced for Pemberton (the tutor) an 
embarrassment; it raised, in shadowy form, a question.... 

Closety? Prurient-voyeuristic? Is the gay-lib mes-
sage that we need more free and unembarrassed 
relationshipss between youths and adults, beyond 
mere chicken-hawkery? Surely—but not mainly. 
Again the story is not about gays, but life itself as 
shadowy and vague (unlike the "plot"-type Hero 
knowing and solving everything). 

Finally, there's Sherwood Anderson's excellent 
story "Hands" (1919). Wing Biddlebaum was a 
skilfully gifted teacher of youth who was hounded 

, out of town for innocently touching the shoulders 
and hair of his young charges even as he truly in-
spired them to learn. Innocent indeed the touches 
were, for Wing was "one of those men in whom the 
force that creates life is diffused, not centralized." 
But exiled he was, and Wing—who never really did 
understand what he did wrong—"did not think of 
himself as in any way a part of the life of the town 
where he had lived for twenty years." (Social con-
trol of deviants by banishment; the deviant as Out-
sider, alien exile.) Again, gay-lib would (or should) 
humanize our understanding here by angrily and 
rightly pinpointing the irrational and ignorant ho-
mophobia of "Middletown" as the true cause of 
the tragedy—plus the stereotypes of "Child Molest-
er," plus "All Touching is Sexual." Think all this 
doesn't matter in a story, think we can just let it 
pass? Don't think Middletown U.S.A. doesn't be-
lieve exactly the same thing 56 years later; witness 
the trials of Joe Acanfora and the other school-
teachers in 1975. The story does not give us any 
of this pride-and-anger awareness. What it does 
give us vividly as art, are the themes of isolation, 
conventionality, misunderstanding, dilemma. 

"Fulvous Yellow" 

Each reader will find his favorite story here. 
Easily the zippiest in the volume is Stanley Kauf-
mann's "Fulvous Yellow"—but even here the same 
problems of covert oppression seem to remain. Or 
do they? One weekend, Mr. and Mrs. Sprague, "a 
very nice couple," decide to surprise-visit their son 
Ev, who has been six months away now in New 
York City. The visit is a surprise all right. For the 
Spragues, not for son Ev. Or rather for Mr. Spra-
gue alone. Son Ev, it seems, has recently moved. 
From his room into someone else's apartment. His 
roommate's name is Ty. Ty is also his boss. Ty is 
a top "fashion stylist" (read: dress-designer). 
Host Ty genially welcomes the Spragues. Son Ev 
doesn't talk much, just lets Ty handle things. And 
he "arranges everything"—tickets to a smash musi-
cal, supper-club later, beach club the next day—the 
works. And so the weekend goes. Just another 
visit with the folks? Scarcely! Truly a "red-letter 
day" of character-revelation. The whole story lies 
in the plot-discovery that son Ev is (you guessed 
it) gay and has firmly come out ("socialized into 
the gay subculture"). But more, in the character-
revelation of Mr. Sprague's gradually sensing this. 
While his wife chatters on unknowingly about 
"what a nice man Mr. Emmett is," we see Mr. 
Sprague alone, gradually discovering, realizing, then 
accepting (in quiet desperation) the fact that he 
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has lost his now-alien son. Who now symbolically 
wears the scarf Ty gave him, a smoky, tawny, "ful-
vous" yellow. 

All right, the conflict between "art" and "libera-
tion" couldn't be more clearly smacked head-on 
in collision here. The story is both great and dis-
mal. Artistically it is a gem; no soap-opera escap-
ism, it's a hard honest look at real-life themes of 
change, loss, alienation. And so neatly done, with 
the Light Touch always, everything understated 
between-the-lines; author Kaufmann deftly paces 
our understanding always just one hairsbreadth 
ahead of that of Mr. Sprague. The reader sees! 

But "gayly" speaking, we have a truly rotten, 
messed-up situation. It's not just that gays are 
stereotyped occupationally and in life-style (the 
artsy-craftsy apartment; the over-Cultured elitist 
theatricality). This in itself isn't serious. But 
worse qualities are implied. Ev's callous refusal to 
"really talk with" his parents (Dizzy Young Queen; 
gays as amoral). Ty's possible exploitation of 
young Ev (the gay as "Seducer" and "Predator" 
both). Worst of all is that overall mood—"finger-
able" nowhere but lying smudged between each 
line, a basically homophobic tone of tragedy, of 
gloom-and-doom, lying parked there on little cat 
feet like a sort of moral smog—the old, old story 
of gayness as unspeakable Curse, ultimate Tragedy, 
and final Disaster. It's there. Absent by contrast 
is any gay-lib sense of gayness as a viable alter-
native life-style for Ev, let alone the chance of 
reconciliation between father and son which good 
gay counselling could (and does) provide. Why 
carp at this artistically-excellent story for all this? 
Because nongay, and newly-gay, readers can only 
have the culture's homophobia subtly renewed by 
reading it, that's why. We have responsibilities 
and priorities. 

Other Vices, Other Rooms 

But if you read just for varied plots and locales, 
they're all here too. Slum awhile with Phil Andros' 
big-city hustlers—their steady diet of sour beer, 
hard scores, studded leather, plus a surfeit of 
kinky wierdos for dessert—all far from the Middle-
town of the startled Spragues. Or there's the 
crypto-piss-elegance of the Decadence in Oscar 
Wilde's inner-sanctum scenes—a sort of gay Fanny 
Hill, its characters neither Kiwanis nor Rotarians 
(though lionized as odd fellows often). Or the 
stop-time prison scene, with sisterly dishing amid 
the punks and wolves. 

Finally, the simple photo-realism of "Cruising" 
—two single men in a Turkish bath on any evening 
in a thousand dingy cities. It's been all-touch-but-
no-contact : 

Norman told him his name and asked his. 
"Well, Spencer," he said, "I'd like to see you again," 

knowing that in a moment the other man would be out 
of his life. 

"Yes, we).e now friends," the other replied. 
"We have to be, to do what we've just done," Nor-

man said, smiling. 
"What-happened-next"? It never worked out. 
Instead, 

He knew that the other would never call him. He had 
used him and now was through with him. Spencer 
would seek another conquest, another partner for the 
evening. Cruising, cruising—always looking for someone 
new--that was what gay life was all about. A million 
partners? There were never enough . . . there always has 
to be one more: the ideal lover, the Prince Charming, 
romance and sex without end. 

Artistically, it's bleakly good: a crisply-shot 
glimpse of Everyperson's basic aloneness, plus 
every human's desire for perfection, the Ideal. 
Still, as to liberation, the tale covertly supports 
the worst of the shrinks' theories about "the basic 
compulsive promiscuity of the Homosexual." 
Straight readers will mumble "Yeah, they've al-
ways got to have a new one." Worse, young gays 
might accept this dismal "definition of the situa-
tion"—make it a "self-fulfilling prophecy"—and 
never try for more options, whereas in fact gay life 
is becoming "all about" far more than just this, 
albeit with growing pains. More subtly, we don't 
know from the story itself that all this is partly a 
male, not just a gay, trip too. Plus, that it's oppres-
sion that causes at least some of these rifts and dis-
trusts between gay people themselves, fragmenting 
both pairs and Community. (As Stuart Byron said, 
"the ultimate oppression is not what straights do 
to gays, but what straight society forces gays to 
do to each other.") Just so we know all this too. 

Here, then, are 24 good stories—never fully ex-
plaining about gay life, but surely depicting it 
vividly (the plus and minus of art). Editor Wright 
has done well, has corralled here most of the good 
gay fiction that we as yet have. I would only re-
mind you of Tennessee Williams' two collections 
Hard Candy and One Arm, plus the four gay tales 
in E. M. Forster's anthology The Life to Come. 
Plus perhaps other snorts such as Paul Bowles' 
"Pages from Cole Point" (in which a son seduced a 
father), and—of all people—Ernest Hemingway's "A 
Simple Inquiry" plus his "A Sea-Change." So—
buy this book, gift it to your friends gay and 
straight, get your local bookstore to stock it, 
nudge your local library to acquire it, note it to 
your local school's literature teachers. Enjoy it—
but be damned sure that we zip and zap it all 
these places with informational and liberationist 
materials as well, to balance art, science, and 
radicalism. 



25 

D'Eo n (from page 22) 

Her Farewell 

August 26, 1796. Day of my second assaut d'armes in 
the assembly hall when Mr. de Launay's foil having 
broken just below the guard pierced my side to a length 
of five inches in the part between the breast and the arm. 

This entry in the Chevaliere's diary notes the turn-

ing point in her existence. She was confined to 
her room badly wounded and there composed her 
farewell to the world of sport and fashion: 

Mademoiselle D'Eon sincerely and respectfully thanks 
the nobility of the town and its surroundings for their 
presence at her last grand assaut. . . . Alas, she is now 
obliged to earn her bread with her sword; for her it is 
the bread of bitterness and repugnance which necessity 
alone compels her to accept. But she prefers this ex-
pedient, which is so little in keeping with her sex and 
with the feelings proper to someone at the age of 69 
years, to a state of dependence. While it was possible 
for her to hold a sword in her hand, she thought it 
right to make it contribute to the maintenance of an 
unhappy and wronged woman, often bathed in her tears, 
as she can say in all truth. Her .sorrows began with her 
birth and it would seem will end only with her life. 
The generosity of a few friends helped D'Eon 

through her last years. Mrs. Mary Cole, a French-
born widow of an English engineer, and the Chev-
aliere kept house together for fifteen years, Mrs. 
Cole fully convinced that her companion was of 
her own sex. Of these years D'Eon wrote: 

Thus being always in the house at Mrs. Cole's and hav-
ing only the company of a few of her friends and mine, 
there is little point in keeping a record of my actions 
which consist of going to bed and getting up, eating, 
drinking and sleeping. To read, to pray and to work 
with Mrs. Cole at mending my underclothes, dresses 
and caps. 

Even Queen Charlotte had made her a small allow-
ance of 50 pounds a year, but nonetheless D'Eon 
had to pawn her precious Croix de Saint-Louis and 
the jewelled snuff-box from Louis XV. Her state 
steadily declined until in 1804, at 76 years of age, 
she was thrown into debtor's prison for five 
months • until Mrs. Cole managed to raise the 
money for her release. 

On May 21, 1810, the Chevaliere died peacefully 
in bed, having lived the first 49 years of life as a 
man, the last 33 as a woman. There, while esta-
blishing the cause of death, their doctor-priest, 
Father Elysee, was astonished to discover that the 
Chevaliere was a man. A cast of the body was 
taken and the attestation read: "The body pre-
sented unusual roundness in the formation of the 
limbs; the appearance of a beard was very slight„ 

A few questions about the trivial (and not so 
trivial) aspects of gay life. How many can you 
answer? Answers on page 3'6 

1) What city in the U.S.A. has the most gay bars 
per capita? 

2) In what movie did academy award winner 
Jack Lemmon appear in drag? 

3) Who wrote Portrait of a Marriage which re-
vealed the homosexual affairs of Vita Sack-
ville West and Harold Nicholson? 

4) What color is the K-Y tube? 
5) Name the gay woman whose portrait recent-

ly appeared on a U.S. postage stamp. 
6) You live in Milwaukee. How do you call 

Chicago's Gay News and Events recorded 
message without paying for the call? 

7) Who are the gay world's four favorite ac-
tresses? 

8) Name a famous pair of Old Testament lovers. 
9) Name the prize-winning French novel, deal-

ing with adolescent homosexuality, that was 
made into a film, 

10) Name the "Midnight Cowboy." 
11) In what year did Illinois become the first 

state to repeal the sodomy laws? 
12) Who coined the phrase "Gay is Good"? 
13) How old was Truman Capote when he pub-

lished his first best-selling novel, Other Voices, 
Other Rooms? 

14) Who recently won the title of "Tenth Worst 
Dressed Female"? 

15) Name the female folk singer who recently 
announced that she is bisexual. 

the throat was by no means masculine; shoulders 
square and good; breast remarkably full; arms, 
hands, fingers those of a stout female; hips very 
small and legs and feet corresponding to the 
arms. . . . The male organs of generation perfectly 
formed in every respect." 

D'Eon left orders that he be buried in St. Pan-
cras cemetery, wrapped in a white blanket. His 
own epitaph read: 

Naked came I at my birth, 
Naked lie I heath the stone. 

So from having lived on earth 
I have neither lost nor won. 

His grave disappeared later in the century to make 
room for a cutting of what was then called the 
Midland Railway. 
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HERE&1HERE 
Syracuse, N.Y. - A Gay— Youth 
Newsletter is being organized to 
deal with news and problems of 
gay minors. If interested in receiv-
ing the newsletter, helping out or 
contributing to it, contact Sonny 
Brodus, c/o Syracuse Gay Youth, 
103 College Place, Suite 6, Syra-
cuse, N.Y. 

--Lavendar Opinion 

New York - A year after the pro-
minent New York City physician 
came out publicly as gay, Dr. Ho-
ward J. Brown wishes he had done 
it much earlier in life. In the New 
York Times interview on the anni-
versary of his coming out, the 50-
year-old Dr. Brown said, "The ac-
tion has in no way impaired my 
life. It's greatly enhanced it in 
many ways." 

-Advocate 

Boston - Rev. William Alberts, a 
Methodist minister, was removed 
from his pastorate at Old West 
Church here after witnessing the 
wedding of two gays in his church. 

--Dignity 

Fort Myers, Fla. - Vincent Welch, 
19, was given 10 years probation 
after he pleaded guilty to beating to 
death a man whom he said had 
made homosexual advances. State 
Attorney Joseph D'Alessandro had 
sought a life prison term in the 
death of Edward Wood, who died 
last April after what D'Alessandro 
called "the most brutal beating I've 
ever seen." But Dr. Samuel Rider, 
a psychologist, told the court that 
Welch "unwittingly was victimized 
with an abnormal situation, was 
thrown into a homosexual panic, 
and acted out a rage reaction. 
What happened to Vince could 
very well have happened to any 
red-blooded, fun-seeking American 
boy." 

--Advocate 

Los Angeles- Female impressionist 
Jim Bailey has filed a $15 million 
libel suit against People, a weekly 
magazine published by Time, Inc., 
claiming in Los Angeles Federal 
Court that the publication accused 
him of being a "drag queen, both 
in his personal life and in the 
course of his profession." 

Bailey, a top nightclub draw 
with his impersonations of Judy 
Garland, Barbra Streisand and 
others, both their looks and voices, 
said the story published in People, 
September 30, was defamatory. 

-Milwaukee Journal 

Boston - A gay advertising cam-
paign is underway on the Boston 
subway system for the first time in 
history. Gay Media Action-Adver-
tising, a local group concerned 
with the positive reinforcement of 
gay lifestyles, has developed a 3-
part series of subway cards geared 
toward educating and familiarizing 
people with gay lifestyles. 

Initiated last February, the cam-
paign was delayed nine months due 
to legal hassles. Gay Media Action 
was denied reduced rates for public 
service advertising and was forced 
to pay the commercial rate which 
tripled the total cost of the series. 

Funds have been raised for the 
first two months, but another 
$1,000 is needed to pay for the 
final card. If you'd like to sponsor 
a card, send what you can to Gay 
Media Action-Advertising, 43-45 
Hanover St., Allston, Mass. 02134. 

-Bugle American 

Chicago - Man's Country is seeking 
contestants in their "Mr. Man's 
Country/Chicago" contest, to be 
held January 29, 1975 at 10 p.m. 
Applications are due January 26 
and can be obtained by writing 
Man's Country, 5015 N. Clark St., 
Chicago, Illinois. 

—News release 

San Juan, P.R. - Two homosexual 
couples here have filed suit con-
tending that the anti-homosexual 
provisions in the new penal code 
violate the constitutional rights of 
privacy, due process, equal protec-
tion and separation of church and 
state. Chief U.S. District Court 
Judge Jose V. Toledo has ordered 
the commonwealth to show cause 
why the court should not rule on 
the constitutionality of the anti-
homosexual laws. 

—Advocate 

Portland Ore. - By a 3-2 vote, the 
Portland City Council voted to ban 
discrimination in the hiring of city 
employes on the basis of sexual 
orientation. The action was the re-
sult of what began as an impromptu 
appearance by a group of gays be-
fore the Council in 1972. During 
the five-hour hearing, Father Gre-
gory of the Society of St. Thomas 
declared in public for the first time 
that he is a homosexual. 

- -Advocate 

New York - The New York Lesbian 
Food Conspiracy plans a vegetarian 
cookbook and would like to hear 
from other lesbian vegetarians. 
Send recipes, ways to use food sup-
plements, ethnic recipes, etc., to 
Violet Press, P.O. Box 398, NYC 
10009. 

--Lavender Opinion 

Chicago - Dugan's Bistro has been 
known to keep blacks out by re-
quiring them to have five pieces of 
identification, including a passport! 
Finally, the gay community filed 
complaints of discrimination with 
the liquor control board. On No-
vember 15, WBBM news radio 
broadcast that the Bistro's license 
would not be revoked because after 
checking repeatedly for infractions, 
it was found the discrimination had 
been stopped. 
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CROSSWORDS 
ACROSS 

1) Hit and --
5) Women's Royal Army Corps: 

abbr. 
9) Venereal disease: abbr. 

11) Fish sauce 
12) Sign of secondary syphilis 
13) Ever: poetic 
14) Clap 
16) Public Roads Administration: 

abbr. 
17) Rhenium: chem. abbr. 
18) Throad inflammation: med. 
20) Social --
25) -- piece 
26) Arid: pl. 
27) Roll me -- in the clover 
29) Personality 
32) Unit of electrical current: 

abbr. 
33) Gram: abbr. 
34) Aviation Electricians Mate: 

abbr. 
35) Disfigure 
36) Exclamation 
37) Long fish 
39) Basic rock 
40) Roadside hotel 
42) -- treatment 
44) Thoroughly Modern --
47) Optical man: abbr. 
48) Chemical prefix 
49) Medical --
55) Male nickname 
56) So be it 
57) Scand. explorer 
58) Erbiun: chem. abbr. 
59) Animal fat 
60) See 12 across 

DOWN 

1) Magazine: abbr. 
2) International Labor Organiza-

tion: abbr. 
3) Japanese coin: 1/100 yen 
4) Makes points 
5) Western Railroads: abbr. 

6) Exclamation 30) Portuguese navigator 
7) On the ocean 31) Via the mouth 
8) Syphilitic sore 33) Relating to sex organs 
9) Male nickname 38) Long meter: abbr. 

10) Tripoli measure 39) Stew 
13) Massive outbreak of disease 41) New Latin: abbr. 
15) Railway Express Agency: 43) Not a dash 

abbr. 44) Masculine 
19) Proceed 45) Froster 
20) Demobilization date 46) Female appellation 
21) Woman's name (appellation) 50) Ever: poetic 
22) Type of venereal disease 51) Conjunction 
23) Lesion 52) Age 
24) Electron volt: abbr. 53) Nickel: abbr. chem. 
28) Comfort 54) Exclamation 

1 2. '3 4 5 k) 7 8 . 9 'Io 

i1 Ie. 13 

14 IS 16 

17 

■ 

18 

2.O 21 22. 23 24 as ■ 

26 27 28 29 SO 31 

32. 

' 

33 34- 35 

36 

4-4- 4-5 

37 38 39 

40 4-I 

44 

4? 4-1 

47 ■ ■ 

48 4-9 5O 5I 52- 53 54 

SS 56 7 

58 
. 
s9 bo 

- 
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HERE&1HERE 
Boston - The Charles Street Meet-
inghouse was granted $52,371 by 
the Youth Advocacy Commission 
of Treatment alternatives to Street 
Crime-Juvenile to carry out a pro-
posed Gay Youth Advocacy Pro-
gram. The purpose of the program 
is to divert crime, specifically hustl-
ing and hooking. Any organization 
interested in setting up a similar 
program in their community can 
obtain a copy of the proposal and 
more information by writing Char-
les Street Meetinghouse, 70 Charles 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 

- -Advocate 

New York - Playboy's Hugh Hefner 
admits to a homosexual experience 
in Frank Brady's new "unauthor-
ized" biography, published in No-
vember by Macmillan Company. 

-Gay Scene 

Edinburgh, Scotland - Dr. Ann 
Chandley, a genetics researcher at 
Western General Hospital, is inves-
tigating whether tight underpants 
affect a man's fertility. She will 
compare sperm count of men in 
verying states of undress, from 
those wearing tight underpants to 
kilted Scotsmen and naked African 
tribesmen. Other researchers report 
that hot baths tend to reduce a 
man's fertility, while a cold shower 
might be helpful in improving it! 

-Gay Scene 

Minneapolis - "State Sen. Allan 
Spear Declares He's Homosexual." 
Thus read the 6-inch headline on 
page one of the December 9th 
Minneapolis Star, Minnesota's larg-
est newspaper. After quietly work-
ing two years with the gay move-
ment, Sen. Spear decided to come 
out. The election of Elaine Noble, 
an upfront lesbian, to the Massa-
chusetts Legislature, helped him de-
cide. "When she won, it made me 
feel a little less lonely," Spear said. 

- -Advocate 

Dayton, Ohio - Grace Thornton 
and Phyllis Marshall, two black 
lesbians, are suing for the right to 
be married here. Their license was 
denied them last April. Thornton, 
who describes herself as "the hus-
band," said they have received no 
support from local gays. She is 
determined to go it alone, but says 
they won't be able to stand long 
without public support. 

--Advocate 

San Francisco - The Internal Reve-
nue Service has informed a local 
gay educational and legal action 
group, the Pride Foundation, that 
it does not qualify for federal tax 
exemption. Pride was told their 
activities are "detrimental rather 
than beneficial to the public" and 
that its "efforts toward the elimi-
nation of unjustified and improper 
discrimination or treatment toward 
gays are insignificant when com-
pared to the possible detriment to 
society." 

--The Barb 

Cape Town, South Africa - In the 
year ended June 30, the justice 
minister told Parliament that 307 
persons were convicted under the 
section of the Immorality Act 
which prohibits sexual relations 
between persons of different races. 

-Milwaukee Journal 

Seattle - Sandra Shuster and Made-
leine Isaacson, a lesbian couple, 
were awarded custody of their six 
children during divorce proceedings 
in 1972, but were forbidden to live 
with each other. Last April, both 
remarried husbands sued again for 
custody, saying the women had 
flaunted their gayness and violated 
the law by living in apartments 
across the hall. The lesbian mo-
thers countersued and won, this 
time receiving the right to live 
together. 

--Pacific Coast Times 

San Francisco - The California De-
partment of Motor Vehicles has 
been ordered to explain why it has 
denied a license plate reading `GAY 
LIB' to activist Dick Gayer. The 
decision was unanimous by a three-
judge Court of Appeals. An earlier 
Superior Court ruled that the DMV 
did not have to explain its reason-
ing when it determined that `GAY 
LIB' was "offensive to good taste 
and decency." The DMV has al-
ready issued plates reading `HOOK-
ER,"BALLS,"PUSSY,"HORN-
EY' and `CHINK.' 

-Advocate 

United Nations, N.Y. - According 
to the World Health Organization, 
sex education is inadequate in the 
medical profession and new meth-
ods are needed to properly equip 
young doctors and health workers. 
Their report stated that in the U.S. 
"the major obstacle to the physi-
cian's effectiveness is his own em-
barrassment and discomfort." Use 
of films showing men and women 
engaged in masturbation, inter-
course and homosexual activities, 
with follow-up discussions to re-
lieve the medical student's emo-
tions, were suggested. 

--Milwaukee Journal 

New York - A 33-year-old Bronx 
school teacher was arrested and 
charged with sexually molesting 
four students, all between 12 and 
13 years of age. The school princi-
pal said the school had not received 
any complaints against the teacher. 

-Gay Scene 

New York - Physical education in-
structor Lou Zivkovich, who ap-
peared nude in the centerfold of 
the June Playgirl, may lose his job 
as a result. The trustees of the Ap-
ple Valley High School voted to 
fire Zivkovich, who taught there 
since 1968. 

--Gay Scene 
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Monday is our $1.50 Chef's 
Special with a different entree 
each week. 

On Tuesday, join us for our pop-
ular $2.49 Steak Night. 

v Wednesday you are treated to our 
$2.49 International Supper.

And then, in addition to our full 
menu, we offer a $2.49 Meat Rack 
Special on Thursday. 

Sontething *peciol es*ry day 
Friday is Bacchus' night — any 
full bottle of Wine costs $1.00 
less tonight. 

Saturday is party night. Let us 
help you plan yours. 

And Sunday is our Champagne 
Brunch. NOON to 5:00 P.M.-$2.95 

Clap, drip, dose, gonorrhea, VD. . . . 
whatever you call it, it's an epidemic. 
Someone new becomes infected every 15 
seconds. Maybe you. Don't give it a hand. 

Gonorrhea is spread only through 
sexual intercourse . . . not from toilet seats, 
doorknobs or holding hands. 

And if you or your partner is on the 
pill, the chances of spreading gonorrhea 
are greater than ever. For two reasons. 
The pill has reduced the use of the condom 
(rubber), which not only protects against 
pregnancy but also against the 
transmission of gonorrhea. 

CLAP. 
Don't give it 

a hand. 

The pill also increases the moisture 
of the female genital tract, so gonorrhea 
bacteria grow more rapidly than ever. 
It's estimated that for a woman not on the 
pill, the risk of getting gonorrhea from 
an infected partner is 40%; but for a 
woman taking the pill, it is almost 100%. 

So . . . if you think you might have 
the clap, or have been intimate with 
someone who might have it, get a check-up. 
See any physician or come to one of the 
two free VD. clinics in Milwaukee. 
V.D. can be completely cured if treated 
early by a doctor. 

Clap Down on V.D. Call 273-CLAP 
for confidential help. 

Prepared in Cooperation With 
The Medical Society of Milwaukee County 
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HERE&1HERE 
Torrance, Calif. - After 8 months of 
hiding from the law to keep her 
children from being turned over to 
her parents (see GPU NEWS, Here 
& There, November 1974), lesbian 
mother Lynda Chaffin has turned 
herself in. Her parents' attorney 
told the court that he was "not in-
terested in proceeding further with 
the case. The children have now 
been returned to their grandparents 
in Washington and Mrs. Chaffin has 
turned herself in." Judge Kennedy 
ordered that the contempt charges 
against her be dismissed. She now 
faces another court battle, her par-
ents having filed a petition for 
"registration of foreign judgment" 
in an attempt to transfer to Wash-
ington an earlier ruling by Kennedy 
giving them legal custody of the 
children. 

-Advocate 

USA - On the Hollywood Squares 

television quiz show, one celebrity 
was asked if he were "putting on 
the suit of lights" what was he 
about to do. The celebrity an-
swered "go to a gay bar," the word 
"gay" bleeped out of the audio 
portion of the show. 

Chicago - The National Task Force 
on Gay People in the Church will 
hold a "consultation" here during 
the March 4-7, 1975 session of the 
National Council of Churches' 
Governing Board. Attendance is 
limited to gays involved in gay 
liberation activities within "main-
line denominations." Prior to the 
consultation, three regional meet-
ings of gay seminarians will be 
held to facilitate organizing within 
theological communities, the Mid-
western meeting to be hosted by 
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Chicago Gay Seminarians and 
Clergy. 

--Chicago Gay Crusader 

U.S.A. - A book intended to erase 
certain stereotypes about women 
is continuing the old stereotypes 
about Indians. Not Enough Indians1 
by Betty Horvath is about a young 
girl who discovers that she too can 
play cowboys and Indians, joining 
white male supremicists in the role 
they have historically loved to play. 

—Akwesasne Notes 

San Francisco - Dr. Martin Hoff-
mann, nationally known author of 
Gay World and staff psychiatrist 
at San Francisco's Center for Spe-
cial Problems, believes child and 
adolescent sex play with adults has 
almost no long-range consequences. 
Hoffmann stated that the idea that 
childhood sexual trauma causes 
homosexuality is a myth. 

--Advocate 

Seattle - The Stonewall Center of 
Seattle has received $120,000 from 
the National Institute of Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism to provide 
both in- and out-patient care for 
gay alcoholics. 

--Lavender Woman 

New Milford, Conn. - Two Baptist 
ministers have threatened to sue the 
school board here for its decision 
to make shop and home economics 
mandatory for both boys and girls 
in the sixth grade. "By having a 
young boy cook or sew, wearing 
aprons, we're pushing a boy into 
homosexuality," argued Rev. Lynn 
Mays, while Rev. James Clemmons 
complained, "We'll take it to the 
U.S. Supreme Court if we have to. 
My son doesn't want the course and 
I don't want him to be a sissy." 
The president of the school board 
said the policy would continue 
nonetheless. 

-Gay Scene 
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REVIEW 
Journal of Homosexuality. Volume 
I, No. 1: Fall, 1974. Edited by 
Charles Silverstein. New York: 
Haworth Press. 143 pp. Subscrip-
tion per volume (4 issues) for 
individuals: $12. 

by Lee C. Rice, Ph.D. 

JH is a new quarterly devoted to 
clinical and "empirical" research on 
homosexuality (male and female), 
transsexualism, and alternate sexual 
lifestyles. "Empirical" seems to be 
taken in a comfortably wide sense, 
including history and value-studies, 
and precluding theological or latent-
ly theological writings (e.g., Freud-
ian psychiatry). The editor is Direc-
tor of the Institute for Human 
Identity in New York City; and he 
has amalgamated an editorial board 
of sociologists, clinicians, educa-
tors, and lawyers which cannot fail 
to impress. The majority of these 
view homosexuality as a valid life-
style, and reject the now scientifi-
cally defunct pathology models. 
Each issue of JH will contain three 
sections, described below more con-
cretely for the present issue only. 

The first section presents empiri-
cal studies. In this issue they are: 
"Some Characteristics of Those 
Who Hold Positive and Negative 
Attitudes towards Homosexuals," 
by A. P. McDonald and R. G. 
Games; "Public Attitudes toward 
Homosexuality," by E. E. Levitt 
and A. D. Klassen; "Males, Females 
and Transsexuals: A Comparative 
Study of Sexual Conservatism," by 
Thomas Kando; and "Two Names, 
Two Wardrobes, Two Personali-
ties," by John Money. The reader 
not able to handle graphs or statisti-
cal distributions may find some sec-
tions of these articles heavy going; 
but each article is preceded by an 
abstract, and usually concluded 
with a nontechnical summary. In-
creasingly writers within the gay lib 

tradition are emphasizing the fact 
that personal difficulties experi-
enced by gays can better be ac-
counted for by characteristics of 
the majority which discriminates 
than by any appeal to mysterious 
characteristics of the minorities 
themselves; and the first two stud-
ies present some solid supporting 
data for this often unsupported 
claim. 

The second section offers arti-
cles of an historical or survey 
nature. For this issue we have: 
"Psychological Test Data on Fe-
male Homosexuality," by B. F. 
Riess, Jeanne Safer, and William 
Yotive; "The Atascadero Project," 
by Michael Serber and Claudia 
Keith; "Homosexuality and the 
Medical Model," by V. L. Bul-
lough; and "The Africaine Courts-
Martial," by Arthur Gilbert (with 
comments by Colin Williams). The 
first article presents a review of al-

most all of the existing literature on 
lesbianism within the scientific per-
spective. The study of the Atasca-
dero project, written by those ac-
tively involved in the recent prison 
reforms within the California sys-
tem, presents a much more bal-
anced account than has been of-
fered to date by the gay press. Bul-
lough's article digs deeply into the 
seventeenth and eighteenth century 
medical myths concerning sex; and 
could almost be humorous, were it 
not for the fact that these myths 
are often still operative in contem-
porary psychiatry. Finally, Gil-
bert's historical study of a sodomy 
trial which took place in the Royal 
Navy in 1816, is pure chronicle, 
and written with enough spice to 
make it enjoyable to the nonhis-
torian as well. 

The third section contains book 
reviews (three in this case), a list of 
books received, and a cumulative 
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annotated bibliography (CAS). 
Special mention should be made of 
CAS, which provides digests of per-
tinent articles published within the 
previous three months. Being an 
academic myself, I can register a 
small quibble here. CAS appears 
quite complete with respect to arti-
cles in English, but chooses to ig-
nore completely valuable work cur-
rently being written in French, 
Dutch, and German—to mention 
only a few. The scientific re-
searcher, no less than the inter-
ested homophile, might well like 
to know what is going on in the rest 
of the world. That quibble aside, 
however, the information retrieval 
system being utilized is among the 
most sophisticated products of con-
temporary technology, and repre-
sents a search through over 1200 
widely scattered sources. Especial-
ly worth note is the inclusion of 
transsexualism within the compu-
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ter's operative vocabulary. For the 
scientific researcher interested in 
this phenomenon, as for the homo-
phile seeking information on this 
hitherto shadowy tributary of gay 
culture, CAS will doubtless be a 
necessity. 

It would be difficult for me to 
praise this journal too highly, and 
to say that if fills a gap in the exist-
ing superabundance of scientific 
journals would be a rather trite 
understatement at best. If succes-
sive issues live up to the high scien-
tific and scholarly standards set by 
the first issue, the journal should 
surely find its way into virtually 
every institutional library. For 
those working in scientific or his-
torical areas, as well as philosophi-
cal or moral ones, which deal with 
human sexuality in almost any fa-
shion, the journal will be a neces-
sity of research. 

What now of the literate gay 

whose interests or competence do 
not extend to graphs, statistics, 
seventeenth-century mythology, or 
ongoing clinical research into such 
areas as transsexualism? I am pre-
suming that at least a respectable 
number of GPU NEWS readers will 

fit into this category. My advice, 
budget permitting—and twelve dol-
lars is dirt cheap for four issues of 
any professional publication these 
days-is to try at least a one-year 
subscription. The literature pre-
sently being written within the gay 
movement is notoriously slushy 
when it comes to empirical evi-
dence, and the cost of a subscrip-
tion is a small price to pay for 
keeping abreast of scientific work 
on gay sexuality. As I have indi-
cated above, even those studies in 
the present issue which are heavy 
in statistical detail have portions 
readily digestible by the nonscien-
tist. In brief, twentieth-century 
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man (gay or nongay, male or fe-
male, with or without college de-
grees) ignores advances in the 
sciences only at his or her own 
peril. Those desiring subscriptions 
(or further information) may write 
directly to Haworth Press (130 
West 72nd Street, N.Y.C., N.Y. 
10023). It is hoped also that fu-
ture editions of GPU NEWS will 
also afford occasional summaries of 
successive volumes of JH. 

The reviewer, a Fulbright fellow at the 
University of Paris in 1963-64, holds a 
doctorate in philosophy from Saint Louis 
University, where he was a Kent fellow in 
philosophy. He has published a number 
of reviews and articles in professional 
journals in the history and philosophy of 
science and mathematical logic; and is 
currently working on a book on sex-
ual morality. 
• 
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REVIEW 
The Early Homosexual Rights 
Movement (1864-1935) by John 
Lauritsen and David Thorstad, 
Times Change Press, 62 W. 14th St., 
New York, 1974, $2.25. 

by Bruce Michael 

"The June 1969 Stonewall riots 
in New York City are generally 
viewed as marking the beginning of 
the gay liberation movement. This 
view is based on a lack of informa-
tion. In reality, the Stonewall riots 
represent not the beginning of gay 
liberation but the beginning of a 
new wave of gay liberation. 1969 
marks a rebirth, an anniversary—in-
deed, one might say the 100th anni-
versary of gay liberation." 

John Lauritsen and David Thor-
stad outline the early homosexual 
rights movement (1864-1935) in 
their small booklet of the same 
title. It is an important task to en-
able the current liberation move-
ment to rediscover and renew ties 
with its past and this study is a 
creditable beginning. 

They concentrate their research 
on events in Germany in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. Not 
having come under Napoleonic 
Law, indeed not having become a 
unified nation until 1871, Germany 

homosexual acts. In 1871, the 
Prussian penal code which included 
a provision that made homosexual 
acts between males a crime was in-
troduced into the Reichstag as Para-
graph 175 of the new penal code 
for the Second Reich. Although 
the law itself was adopted, it did 
not go unchallenged by many think-
ers of the time. The 1860s thus 
saw the beginnings of what could 
be called scientific interest in ho-
mosexual behavior. A large body 
of literature was produced, much 
of it by one Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 
whose theories strike one as rather 
eccentric today, but whose argu-
ments fathered the gay liberation 
movement in Germany. 

The first gay liberation organiza-
tion, The Scientific Humanitarian 
Committee, was formed in 1897, 
two years after Ulrichs' death. 
Magnus Hirschfeld was its founder 
and mentor throughout most of its 
existence. Its goals were the fol-
lowing: "(1) to win legislative 
bodies to the position of abolish-
ing the antigay paragraph of the 
German penal code, Paragraph 175; 
(2) enlightening public opinion on 
homosexuality; (3) interesting the 
homosexual himself in the struggle 
for his rights." Actively and with 
some success, the committee pur-
sued these goals until the economic 
and political chaos of the early 
1920s in Germany eclipsed the con-
cerns of the committee. 

women in these early struggles, 
mentions other groups active in the 
tasks set forth by the Scientific Hu-
manitarian Committee and, inter-
estingly, mentions the many diffi-
culties, sometimes including physi-
cal violence, that were encountered. 
By and large, it is clear that Ger-
many was the center of thought 
and activism in gay liberation and 
the movement spread from there to 
include many countries of Europe 
and even England. 

Edward Carpenter occupies the 
most prominent position among gay 
leaders in England. There, interest 
in homosexuality had been height-
ened by two quite diverse phenome-
na: the publication of Walt Whit-
man's Leaves of Grass with its long 
homoerotic Calamus section and 
the notoriously vitriolic trial of 
Oscar Wilde at the end of the cen-
tury. In 1914, Carpenter and Have-
lock Ellis, the noted psychologist, 
founded the British Society for the 
Study of Sex Psychology, a group 
dedicated to sexual enlightenment 
and education. It need hardly be 
mentioned, of course, that homo-
sexual acts between adult men re-
mained punishable by imprison-
ment in England until 1967. 

One of the reasons for the pain-
fully slow progress of the gay strug-
gle was the rise of fascism in Ger-
many. By 1935, the Nazis began to 
persecute homosexuals mercilessly. 
By the tens of thousands, gays were 

had no consistent laws regarding The book takes up the role of sent to concentration camps, forced 
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to wear pink triangles as identifying 
emblems. As Thorstad and Laurit-
sen rightly point out, this aspect of 
Nazi brutality has been largely ig-
nored by chroniclers of the period. 
There is no doubt that hundreds of 
thousands of homosexuals were 
murdered, though an exact estimate 
is impossible to document conclu-
sively. In the face of such persecu-
tion, the early gay movement was 
destroyed. 

That, briefly, is the historical 
course that The Early Homosexual 
Rights Movement (1864-1935) 
traces. Other equally interesting 
sections of the book deal with the 
scientific and theoretical issues that 
were recognized as needing to be 
settled. Whatever the oddity of 
some of the theories, this period 
does mark the first serious, relative-
ly objective and empirical thinking 
on the subject of homosexuality in 
history. 

A chapter on "Socialism and the 
Early Gay Movement" is particular-
ly valuable, casting light, as it does, 
on the still puzzling relationship of 
the left to the homosexual rights 
movement. On the one hand, abso-
lute toleration, on the other, queer-
baiting of the Nazis by German left-
ists. To my knowledge, there is still 
no clear attitude toward homosex-
uality in most socialist states and 
this history of confusion and vacil-
lation does uncover the roots of 
the present-day ambivalence. 

One of the most interesting sec-
tions is modestly titled: "Addi-
tional Notes on Five Pioneers." In 
it, the authors delve into the lives 
of Ulrichs 
of Ulrichs, Hirschfeld, Whitman, 
Carpenter and the fascinating Sir 
Richard Burton. These sketches of-
fer glimpses of some very colorful 
and important figures. They re-
main, however, only introductions 
calling for further exposition. 

There are a couple of annoying 
aspects to this work: 1) an almost 
total lack of documentation for 
often intriguing statements; 2) evi-
dence in tone of a personal axe to 
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grind against a mythically mono-
lithic "Judeo-Christian ethic" and 
its historically anti-gay stance. The 
latter leads to such irresponsible 
statements as: "antihomosexual 
prejudice and repression have been 
limited to cultures under the in-
fluence of Judeo-Christianity." 
Would that it were so simple! 
There have been very few cultures 
in which homosexuality has been 
celebrated, some in which it has 
been reluctantly tolerated or inte-
grated and obviously many in which 
it has been vindictively persecuted. 
The enormity of the struggle for 
gay liberation cannot be underesti-
mated. 

The University of Wisconsin-Exten-
sion is offering a three-day Confer-
ence on Human Sexuality, begin-
ning February 18 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the University of Wiscon-
sin--Milwaukee. To register, mail 
$37.50 to the University of Wiscon-
sin-Extension, 929 N. Sixth Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203. For 
more information, call 224-4185. 

Milwaukee Free University has 
announced a ten-lecture course in 
Gay Studies to be taught by Louis 
Stimac beginning February 11 at 
7:30 p.m. at the GPU VD Examina-
tion Center, 225 E. St. Paul. 

Answers to the Trivia Quiz: 

1) San Francisco 
2) "Some Like It Hot" 
3) Nigel Nicholson, their son 
4) Mostly brownish 
5) Willa Cather 
6) Dial Operator and ask for Enter-

prise 5486 
7) Bette Davis, Mae West, Judy 

Garland, and Rock Hudson 
8) David and Johnathon 
9) Special Friendships by Roger 

Peyrefitte 
10) Joe Buck 
11) 1961 
12) Dr. Ftanklin Kameny 
13) 24 years old 
14) David Bowie 
15) Joan Baez 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
GAY PEOPLES UNION, INC. 
Until further notice, Gay Peoples Union, Inc., will hold their meetings 
at the GPU VD Examination Center, 225 E. St. Paul, at 7:30 p.m. 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 

Jan. 6 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 27 
Feb. 3 

Feb. 10 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 24 
Mar. 3 

Business Meeting - Election of Officers 
Continuation of Business Meeting 
Continuation of Business Meeting 
Gay Lib at Your Place of Employment 
Annual Business Meeting - Presentation of 
Annual Reports for 1974 
The Gay Bar Scene 
Gay Lib in Entertainment 
Trying to be Liberated in an Unliberated Society 
Business Meeting 

The Wisconsin Alpha Chapter of Phi Sigma Tau, the National Honor 
Society in Philosophy, has announced that the general topic for the 
eight meetings of the second semester will be Human Sexuality. The 
meetings, open to the public, will be held in the Pere Marquette 
Dining Room of the Brooks Memorial Union, Marquette University, 
620 North Fourteenth Street. Except for the February 1 1 th meet-
ing, all will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Schedule of Topics 

28 Jan. Does Sex Need Justification? 
Robert Ashmore, Dept. of Philosophy 

4 Feb. Sexuality and Personal Identity: Reflections on Freud 
Michael Vater, Dept. of Philosophy 

11 Feb. Freud versus Mothering: Sex Cross-Culturally 
Alice Kehoe, Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology 
(Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.) 

25 Feb. Homosexuality and the Social Order 
Lee Rice, Dept. of Philosophy 

11 Mar. 

8 Apr. 

22 Apr. Toward the Androgynous Female 
Joanne Kliejunas 

Sexuality and the Law 
E. Michael McCann, District Attorney, Milwaukee 
County 

29 Apr. 

The Morality of Abortion: Some Recent Arguments 
Patrick Coffey, Dept. of Philosophy 

Human Sexuality 
Closing Panel Discussion: Robert Ashmore; Claude 
Wells, Jr.; Denis Savage; Lee Rice. 
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PIANO BAR FRIDAYS AND SUNDAY AFTERNOONS 
-------•-
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Sunday Brafich-10am-2pg 
RedChicle/le 

gatewiehes/4170fie 
THE 

Weer leztrOen 
3743 /4/. V/iet, Milwaukee 

CLUB MILWAUKEE 
704-A W. Wisconsin Ave. (Rear Entrance) 276-0246 

STEAMROOM - EXERCISE ROOM 
PRIVATE ROOMS -al Lockers -- $4.00 
OPEN 24 hours every day 

Tuesdays, starting at 8 pm-free pizza and soda 
Sundays, starting at 2 pm—free hot dogs and soda 
Saturday & Sundays, starting at 8 am--free coffee and donuts 

Membership required; see bartenders or GPU for sponsorship 
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THE HUNTER FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 
6 Month Subscription Plus A Free Gift 

Only $5.00 Act Now! 
Conrad Hunter & Associates, Inc. is proud to an-
nounce the formation of the HUNTER FINE ARTS 
SOCIETY, the first fine arts club for the homophile 
community, with top items of original art, sculptures, 
jewelry, posters, and authorized reproductions not 
available anywhere else, plus records, tapes, and books. 

The society offers to its subscription members, 
through a full color monthly catalog, the latest and 
finest offerings in gay orientated and gay produced 
art, graphics, literature, and music. 

All art .prints, sculptures, and jewelry pieces are 
issued in very limited editions, with each piece hand 
signed and individually numbered by the artist. 

The world's top gay artists, and talented new artists 
deserving recognition will be featured in each issue. 

Choose as your free gift 
this fine original print. A 
handsome drawing titled, 
"Moon Boy" by Wilton 
David. 51/2 x 8 inches on 
fine art paper. Hand 
signed by the artist. 

Original posters of many types, and authorized 
reproductions of outstanding gay art from throughout 
history, available only from the Hunter Fine Arts 
Society will also be offered. 

Each issue will feature many gay books and records. 
As a member of the Hunter Fine Arts Society you will 
know about records and books as soon as they become 
available. You won't have to read a dozen publications 
to find out what is coming out. 

In addition to the full color catalog each subscriber 
also receives every month an exceptional art review 
magazine containing photos and bibliographic infor-
mation on the featured artists with comments on their 
work. Each book and record will be reviewed. Reviews 
from other publications will be reprinted to help you 
know exactly what you are buying. Records and books 
of special interest will also have photos and personal 
information about the artists. But that is not all. The 
Hunter Art Review will carry interesting and informa-
tive articles about the world of art, literature, and 
music, plus interviews with the people at the center 
of things. 

You will know exactly what you are getting before 
you buy it. No more wasting time and money on 
ripoffs. 

Choose as your free gift this 
remarkable new 45 record. 
"Lady" by Meg Christian, 
and "If It Weren't For The 
Music" by Cris Williamson. 
Two wonderful gay songs by 
gay women. 

Unusual and useful items will be available in each 
issue. A 3-D photographic sculpture, and an erotic 
art coloring book are two items appearing in the 
first issue. 

Choose as your free gift, "The 
Man Who Folded Himself" by 
David Gerrold. When you begin 
this adventure get ready to go 
through a lot of weird changes. 
Barry Malzberg writes, "Stagger-
ing and terrifying, the most stun-
ning I've read . . . it knocked me 
out." 

THE MAN WHO 
FOLDED HIMSELF 

4 
Special Introductory Offer 

Start your subscription now while this special intro-
ductory offer lasts. A six month subscription, plus 
your choice of a free gift for only five dollars. Join 
now, and save! The regular subscription rate is twelve 
dollars a year. 

MMMMM •••••••111111M1111111M 

Please begin my six month introductory sub-
scription. Send me as my free gift —
Print ❑ Record ❑ Book ❑ (Check One) 

Name 

Street 

City State Zip 

Conrad Hunter & Associates, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1274-N Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 

mai MMMMM Nimosmommum••••••••■ MMMMMMM 
Cut Along Dotted Line 
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ADS by the INCH 
RATES FOR ADS BY THE INCH 
$2.00 per inch (approx. 25 words) 
for first insertion. $1.50 
thereafter. Payment for all ads 
must be received before 
publication. 

Man, 27, with modest collection of 
exotic reptiles (nonpoisonous) de-
sires to rent flat or apt. (pref. 2 
bdrm) or willing to share with tole-
rant person(s). Call Ed, 774-0885 
after 5pm. Leave message. 

PORNO COLLECTORS - S.S.M.C. 
is starting a library. If you ate 
cleaning out your collection and do 
not know what to do with this 
material, please donate to the club. 
Contact SSMC, Dept B, P.O. Box 
90878, Milwaukee, 53202, or 
phone 344-5883. 

Moving - Must sell household arti-
cles at once. Includes TV, lamps, 
etc. Reasonable. Call 765-0949 
after 5 p.m. weekdays. 

My House or Yours- Why not stay 
Gay when you travel? Enjoy the 
unique experience on your next 
holiday of staying in a private Gay 
home. Excellent way to really 
learn about the city, the most pop-
ular places and to make internation-
al friends. Write for free photo 
brochure: OSSI TRAVEL, 128 
West 82nd Street ITB, New York, 
New York 10024, (212) 873-9434. 

-.4141p01%."lb. 

Zodiacal Sign of Aquarius 

DIGNITY/CHICAGO sponsors a 
Mass for the Gay Community every 
Sunday evening at 7:00 pm at St. 
Sebastian's Roman Catholic 
Church, 824 W. Wellington, 
Chicago, Ill. Coffee Social Hour 
follows Mass every Sunday night 
except the second Sunday of each 
month. For more information con-
tact Dignity/Chicago, P.O. Box 
11261, Chicago, Ill. 60611 or call 
312-769-6386 or 312-248-0678. 

Male, white, 40's, straight appear-
ing, wishing to hear only from 
sincere, honest guys in Midwest -
no phonies. Be sincere, send details 
to Boxholder, PO Box 2121, Sagi-
naw, Mich. 48605. 

DIGNITY, a national orgartization 
of Gay Catholics, organized to 
unite all Catholic Gays to develop 
leadership and to be an instrument 
through which the Catholic Gay 
may be heard by the Church and 
Society. Dignity has four areas of 
concern: spiritual formation, edu-
cation, social involvement, and so-
cial events. Interested? Contact 
Dignity/Chicago, P.O. Box 11261, 
Chicago, Illinois 60611. 

A national gay listing service 
and newsletter. Send stamp for in-
formation to: The Broadstreet 
Journal, Box 337, Milliken, Colo. 
80543. 

LET'S GET ACQUAINTED! 
Let me be your leatherman...I make 
a great variety of sexy wearables, 
jocks, whips, restraints, genitoys—
the whole scene! Careful hand-
crafting, great prices. Adult catalog 
$2. James of San Francisco, 839 
Larkin, San Francisco, Ca. 94109. 

Ohio: Male seeking contacts with 
same cultures as I. Versatile. J. 
Rounds, 6107 Bramble Ave., Cin-
cinnati, Ohio 45227. 

Apartment to Share - Capricorn 
seeks male to share expenses of 
attractive, centrally located apart-
ment: half rent ($80) phone and 
electricity (about $10). $150 
covers everything including meals 
from scratch (no junk food). Wine 
and liquor on a shared-cost basis. 
Cigarettes are out, but grass makes 
it. Intellectual and cultural inter-
ests important. Greg: 933-5780. 

Congratulations to the new officers 
and board members of GPU! 
Buddy and Matthew of Glendale 
(California) 

Horny, handsome male seeks males 
for mutual pleasures. Well off. 
Can travel anywhere, anytime. 
Fred A., Box 232, Babylon, N.Y., 
11702. 

Gretchen - Please call or get in con-
tact. I still love you anyway! Ann 

If you were born between January 24 and 
February 25, your zodiac sign is Aquarius. 
This water sign represents the symbolic 
flood which in ancient Egypt was the source 
of all life. Aquarius has come to symbolize 
the dissolution of any given cycle. Aquari-
ans are, therefore, likely to be liberated 
people who pay little attention to conven-
tion. Find an Aquarian this month at This is 
It! 

Open 3 P.M. Free Parking after 6 P.M. 

This Is It! 
418 East Wells 

278-9192 
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SUBSCRIBE =Emmy 

We're Still 
Looking 
Looking for 
a subscription 
to GPU NEWS 
from you. 

Do yourself a favor. 
Send five bucks today! 

se NMI NNE MN NM INNS 
nd to: Gay Peoples Union, 

P.O. Box 90530 

I Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
Enclosed is (I) $2/ one year (GPU 
membership 
❑ $5/ one year GPU news 
fl] $7.50/ one yr. FIRST CLASS 
mail 
❑ Sample copy: 50c 
European rates: 
Air Mail [1] $2/ issue ❑ $24/ yr. 
Surface 
Mail: [1: $1/ issue ❑ $12/yr. 
I am over 18. 

I NAME 

I ADDRESS 

CITY 
- - - - - 1.1.1. 

STATE ZIP

1 

MILWAUKEE 

Amazon 
A feminist journal published 

monthly. 25 cents each, $3 per 
year c/o Women's Coalition, 
2211 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwau-
kee, Wisc. 53211. 

Gay Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings Sundays at 5 pm and Wed-

nesdays at 7 pm in the social hall 
of the Newman Center. 2528 E. 
Linnwood. Call 271-5273 and 
ask for Group 94. 

Gay Peoples Union, Inc. 
Meetings every Monday at 7:30 pm, 

GPU VD Center, 225 E. St. Paul 
until further notice. Business 
meetings the first Monday of 
each month. Call 271-5273 or 
write P.O. Box 90530, Milwau-
kee, 53202. 

GPU Examination Center for VD 
Free V.D. screening. Open Friday 

and Saturday, 8 to 12 p.m., 225 
E. St. Paul. Telephone 347-
1222. Total confidentiality 

Grapevine 
A lesbian/feminist action core. 

Meets Thursdays at 8 pm at Wo-
men's Center, 2211 E. Kenwood 
Blvd. Dances every 1st Saturday 
of the month at Center. Call Wo-
men's Crisis Line 964-7535 for 
more specific information. 

Milwaukee Area Gay Youth—MAGY 
(Formerly Teenage Group) 
Call 273-1105 for more 
information. 

Silver Star Motorcycle Club 
Business meetings every 2nd Sun-

day of the month. Affiliated 
with W.B.C. Write for specifics 
to PO Box 90878, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 53202. 
Club night every 3rd Wednesday 
at the Wreck Room. 

UWM Gay Students Association 
Meetings Wednesdays at 7:30 pm, 

Student Union 309 East. Write 
Box 10, Student Union, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin--Milwaukee, 
53211. 

Milwaukee Health Department 
Social Hygiene Clinic 

841 N. Broadway, Room 110 
Phone: 278-3631 
Clinic hours: Monday & Thurs-
day 11:30 am to 7:15 pm; Tues-
day, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 am 
to 11:15 am and 12:45 pm to 
4:00 pm. 

WISCONSIN 

Fox Valley Gay Alliance 
Meets alternate Tuesday evenings in 

members' homes. Write for spec-
ific info and directions to PO 
Box 332, Menasha, Wis. 54952. 

Madison Gay Center 
1001 University Ave. 
Madison, Wi. 53715 
(608) 257-7575 

Lesbian Switchboard 
306 N. Brooks (UYMCA) 
Madison, Wi. 53715 
(608) 257-7378 / 7-10 p.m.

Ozaukee Humanities Forum 
Meetings every Wednesday evening 

in southern part of the county. 
Reorganizing this fall. Watch for 

announcements of meetings. 

CHICAGO 

Beckman House Chicago 
Community Center 
3519 N. Halstead St. Open week-

ends 1 pm to midnight. Open 
Wednesday to Friday 7 to 11 pm. 
Call Gay Switchboard 929-HELP. 

Chicago Gay News & Events 
Dial Operator and ask for the Chic-

ago Enterprise number 5486. 
Tollfree phone service provided 
by the Free Spirit Fellowship, 
343 S. Dearborn St. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Good Shepherd Parish 
Sunday worship 7 pm at 615 W. 

Wellington. Call new phone 
(312) 549-3114 or write PO 
Box 9134, Chicago, Ill. 60690. 
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POEMS BY MORMAn !MAIMS 

red sails in the moonlight 
white doves in your eyes 
give me your body baby, 
i'll give you mine. 
the sea water is so rough, 
the wind blows thru your hair, 
i want to wrap my arms around you and 
drift away. 
the photograph still sets on my shelf, 
its edges are turning grey. 
pretty soon i'll have to take another one and 
throw this one away. 
i bury your hand in my lap, 
you give my leg a squeeze. 
i stop the motor of the boat 
so we can drift away. 

D** 0** W**N 
i think of him from time 

to time, 
hoping my heart hasn't lied. 
there's no one i can blame only 
my foolish pride. 

1 i'm holding back my feelings and 
thats not fair. 
its got me down. 
what else can i say? 

a a a Ill•GIMAD 40 • ass. am eb •• ••• alb aae SWOP 

33 1/2 r.p.m. blues 
seems like brick/waiting for a shit 
kitchen curtain torn/i'm forewarned 
can't find a light/why not tonight 
dreams of virgins in the alleyway/who cares today 
someone screaming nigger/she pulled the trigger 
what do newspaper headlines say/he was no good anyway 
free man in paris/looking for a son 
manly women seem armed/noone has won 
mothers crying over nothing/nothing is something 
a van gough painting blinds my sight/neither one 
of us could get it up tonight. 
this love—in could end up crazy/so be lazy. 
the t.v. set is burning holes in the ashtrays/who 
cares anyways. 
come into my kitchen/show me my friend's tea 
come home with me honey/they'll be no in-jury. 
burn the paper with the trash/man on the corner 
says you owe him some cash. 
own up. hey troubled child/still can't get it up. 
this here is 331/2  r.p.m. blues/the analyst said i 
was crazy-

but i'm not. 

v. OW Ow •••• fol•O•gla•M•lo AMIN/ 

love room ballad 
you've seen my weakness 
you've seen my strength 
nothing else matters right now 
in this world but 
that i'm with you and you with me. 
together our hands will clasp 
so tightly 
never wanting to let go—
never saying no. 
this is the cosmic dream. 
you've explored my mind 
you've entered my soul 
we've made love til the late hours 
of the morning, 
waiting for the sun to shine. 
we've held each other tightly, 
kissed lightly and 
fallen asleep in each other's arms. 
in crys and whispers, 
i love you. 
don't leave me. 

Norman Richards is the author of two books of poetry: 
Obog and Coming Out (A Winter's Nightmare). His poetry 
has also been printed in numerous anthologies and maga-
zines. The poems featured in this lay-out are from his up-
coming book Nocturnal Emissions. He is from Milwaukee. 
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We lay here 
just you and I 

this quiet moment after 
so many minutes of wild 
lovemaking. 

you know it was the best yet. 
Really!! 

Now i hear you sleep. 
the sound of your breath 
frightens me. 
I don't know why. 
your hand covers my chest, 
don't worry i won't leave. 

The music is still on. 
the organ chant, the distant drums, 

voices in the sky, and the sun 
setting for you and i. 

My eyes are getting heavy. 
the music is in the distance. 

good night my love. 

Photo by Barbara Mulvanny 
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