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1947 - First U.S. Lesblan Magazine, Vice-Versa, published.

1948 - First Kinsey report published; 1957 report reveals that 10% of
population Is predominantly homosexual

1951 - The Mattachine Soclety Is founded to help homosexuals realize
thelr collective histories and experiences.

1952 - Christine Jorgensen gets worldwide notorlety for undergoing
sex-reassignment surgery.

1956 - Daughters of Bllitls begin publication of The Ladder.
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1963 - Bayard Rustin, right hand man to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
organizes the March on Washington

1969 - A police rald on the Stonewall Inn In New York City on June 28th
leads to four days of battle between pollce

and angry gays and lesblans. The rlots mark the birth of the modern gay
movement.
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Adrian Ames, the *Million Dollar Drag Queen”, performs
in Milwaukee bars.

Gob 11949 FrA Divwr Club
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The Milwaukee Journal and Milwaukee Sentinel
routinely publish the names of men arrested on

“deviate” sexual conduct charges, leading to the
suicide of at least one man.



The Gay Liberation Organization and the Gay

Liberation Front, Milwaukee's first gay groups,

form. In November, GLO sponsors the first gay
dance in Milwaukee.

Performers Mama Rae and Tiger Rose help
start the Miss Gay Milwaukee Contest,
forerunner of the Mr. & Miss Gay Wisconsin

Pageant
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The GLO, fearing it would be confused with the | The Women'¢Goalition is founded. Lesbians

more radical GLF, changes its name to the Gay | organize and participate in Coalition groups The furst

Peoples Union. including the Women's Grisis Line, GRIpewe; | the Silve
Hurricane Produgtions and Amazon a group.
magazine. forms,

LGBT
Organizations

30 members of the GLF holst a gay liberation
banner In a Vietnam Vets Against the War

Major

parade, the first Milwaukee parade In which 50 peopie
gays march openly. aﬂﬂfﬂl July

ACtivists pic
Donna Burkett and Manonia Evans are denled bond callo

a marriage license by County Clerk Thomas
Zablockl They file a lawsult but withdraw it
before the case is heard.
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ththe | The Wemen's Coalition is founded. Lesbrans | The GPU Examination Center opens center. The Fary
¢ Gay | omgamze and partiapale in Coalition groups The first Alcoholics Anonymous group for gays, | becomes BESTD Clinic. at 1'5&3 N. Earw

including the Women's Crisis Dame, "CRIPEWRE, | (1o Stlver Star Motorcycle Club and Dignity, '
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o MajOI’ EVEH’[S GPU member Paul Safransky Is firad from

ch 50 people unfurl a ‘Gay Power” banneratthe | his job for revealing his homosexuality. His
annual July 4th fireworks display. legal case, though unsuccessful, Is an early
' challenge to anti-gay discrimination.
nted Activists picket a production of Boys in'the
s Band, calling it a “stereotypical portrayal of the | More than 350 men and women attend the

it suffering, maladjusted homosexual” GPU Ball at the Performing Arts Center.
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AirForce Sgt. Leonard Matlovich sues the
military for reinstatement after being

discharged because he is gay. Eventually, a
federal judge orders his reinstatement, but
Matlovich accepts a settlement to end the
case. The lawsuit is the first in a serles of

discharges chatlenged by gay and lesblan
personnel
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The Amny Reserve dls.chargez Minam DS Z
Ben-Shalom claiming she ks unfit for f{;(

service because of her homosexuality. * %
Ben-Shalom launches a 15-year battle to
win the right to serve her country.

Miriam Ben-Shalom

GLIB begins publishing. ‘

Anita anlfm'&n&ni’.‘hildmn"ma

“save’ children from being recruited
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rights ordinances will be repealed I St Paul

Minnesota, Eugene, Oregon and Wichita,
Kansas.
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1977 1978 1979

and lesblans. Asa result of herefforts, gay | Gayactivist Harvey Milk, elected to the San
rights ordinances will be repealed In St. Paul | Francisco Board of Supervisors, and Mayor, Www
Minnesota, Eugene, Oregon and Wichita, George Moscone are murdered. Iﬂﬂtﬂ!mﬂ. _ﬁ“m
Kansas.
Gt Kinie ah ko fud g bae e Ben Gy The Metropolitan Community Church
(MCQ) is founded in Los Angeles and
r becomes a national church.
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l'0 counter the anti-gay hate campaign of Sistermoon Feminist Bookstore and Art Gallery | Gay Youth Milwaukee is founded.
singer Anila F*H nt, the Milwaukee Committee opens and becomes the city’s unofficial lesbian ‘
on Human Rights 1s creafed. cultural center.
| The Saturday Softball League is organized. The athletic group GAMMA is founded. _)[1
Gary s dance bar opens (later to become Circus, ld“
| then Club 219). \ k2 -},? cf‘é‘f“"
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59
: The Mitwaukee Police Department, led by First annual Take Back the Night march
M a E Chief Harold Brier, llunches violent rids on supporting survivors of sexual assault
Jor Vents gay bathhouses, resulting In dozens of Lesbians are visible organizers and
amests and angry street protests by the gay participants.
Meos v LErs Comie  Misiaane "'*""lj"""" i {Dmmumw I“mh lf.
Leon Rouse of the University of Wisconsin's
g3y community gets student and academic
committees in the UW system on record in
support of policies forbidding anti-gay bias.
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» s Is now called AIDS. - Ty | Facing an investigation by the Hi
_ | - | e Committee over his relationship.
: po- 17-year-old male page, Democraf
representative Gerry Studds of
Massachusetts admits that he Is g

The Milwaukee t'fh.'!f'n‘? -Lj,?"ffuird{ k and White

, . _ The Cream City Business Association, which The Saturday Volleyball League form
Men Together - later renamed Peopie of All : _

consists of gay and lesbian business people and

LGB Alcoholes.

Colors Together - is initiated. BUWMT p rqﬁs‘usr'mmfs,_ is established. CCBA launches Wisconsin Outdoor Women forms,
AN | Cream City Foundation, which gives grants to
W4 | g0y and lesbian groups and projects. The Factory bar closes; Grand Avenue
iUl . Factory 11 opens.
Mtlwﬁu’iu’ hosts lﬂ. AAwRDUWi'*-’E’ 7[\3’7’ COME CRU
L &
.--:.w 3 :Fff:.?{' F‘!
'y Bt Lebdon Bar /B ce b L&)
1 Lostyfounefe™) Regl e 0 e
= § ' ﬂ" 4 h.j e H;‘W.‘I’Efj T‘d-_ —
. 'y : """__l-*."
) ) : | -
<X LAY AP0
The Jazz Gallery hosts severl &’Eﬂtif{}h | 2’ e Wisconsifi ledislature passes AB70, which | The *Consenting Adults Law” decrimina
lesblans and feminists. L/ A prohibits disefimination based on sexual private sexual conduct between conser
" | orientation in employment, housing and adults is passed by the state legislature.

Milwaukee gays and lesbians picket outside |
the movies Windows and Cruising, which are
denounced for their defamatory images of gay

people. T q} b
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public accommodations, largely through the
efforts of Leon Rouse and David Clarenbach.
Wisconsin Is the first state to adopt such a “Gay
Rights Law.*

Major Even

David Clarenbach




musem admlts that he Is gay.
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he Saturday Volleyball League forms.
Visconsin Outdoor Women forms

he Factory bar closes; Grand Avenue Pub and
actory Il opens.
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The "Consenting Adults Law” decriminalizing
private sexual conduct between consenting
adults Is passed by the state legislature.

Major Events

1983

The First International Gay Games Is held In
San Francisco. Over 1,300 gay menand
lesblan athletes from 28 states and 10

nations participate.

- Music Festival begine 'q
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Govemor Anthony Earl appolnts 14 men and
women to serve on the Governor's Council on
Gay and Lesbian Issues. During its 3 ¥; year
existence, the Counclil initiates anti-gay
violence investigations and works with state
agencies implementing the “Gay Rights Law.”
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‘Berkeley, California becomes the first U.S,
Clty to extend domestic partner benefits,

‘The Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HV)
Is discovered.

At least 8 new bars open including Fannies,
LaCage, and Boot Camp.

New Milwaukee Police Chief Robert Ziamik
meets with members of the gay and lesblan
community, giving them hope that the
“bad old days" of Chief harold Breler’s reign
are over.

- —




| 32y, Democratic

1986

m response to a reporter who asks if he is

Barney
leudmmchmettsamers, “Yes. So

SOURCY Criwrya ma

the BESTD Clinic, with support from the
Cream City Business Association and the
Cream City Foundation, and begins serving
people with HIV and AIDS in Milwaukee.

The Fest City Singers is establiched.

Individuals
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The Galano Club, a coalition of 12-step. groups
dealing with issues of addiction and
dependency among gays and leshians, is
initiated

Jor gays and lesbians of color, forms

Lambda Rights Network, a political action
group, is founded

Terry Boughner, Ph.D., Wisconsin Light editor,
speaks ar rhe MJMaukee Audrronwn In front
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Lesbian of Color and Club Muse, a social club

| ACT UP holds ts first o

| 3 sit-in on Wall Street
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1988

tober 11th, the w | The 10thAnnual National Coalition of Black

mgton for Lesbian and Gay Rights dre
00,000 people making it the largest
ghts demonstration In U.S. history. The

P holds its first public demonstration,
non Wall Street..

s of direction-action tactics leads to
eation of Queer Nation and Lesbian

gers.

[t least 9 new bars open this year, but none
urvives even 10 years.
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Lesbians and Gays takes place.

The Triangle and Club 94 open.
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Bill Meunier and Susan Cook organize 2,000

gays and lesblans for the Jesse Jackson
Presidential campaign.

Wisconsin adopts hate crimes legislation
providing enhanced penalties for those
convicted of crimes motivated by bigotry,
Including prejudice based on sexual
orientation. The US. Supreme Court sustains
the law, and it becomes a model for similar
laws In other states.

First Annual Milwaukee Gay & Lesblan Film &
Video Festival Is held.
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Denmark is the first nation to legalize
same-sex unlons.
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1989

The Lesbian Alliance of Metro Milwaukee,

ACT-UP Milwaukee and Parents, Families
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PELAG)
form.
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Marquette students fight the <
administration’s attempt to infringe on %’(
thelr freedoms by forming REASON, £
Rights and Equality for All Sexual q‘;,,
Orientations Now. \,} ®
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Julie Brienza, a lesbian journalist, sues Rev.
Vic Eliason, who led a campalgn to have her
fired from her job at UPI. Brienza wins a
settlement and a statement from the
Christian broadcaster that gays and lesblans
havea right to work In the media. |

Cream City Squares (square dancing) and
Shoreline Milwaukee (country-west dancing)

form.
Hueex Nation M. !

5 TR RNEE 2 :
Dut 4 Brun L Cled 5.41:#-5

r ,

;e |I 1 B .-I' f 'I .

o lesbhans, Hmtl, TN i ng
f

N Na _j‘l £ M Ayl . ;_'II'F"' " '|'I.‘
= 4 L L ]
Al P .fr,-d.»' r’"‘"

African American lesblan Audre Lorde s
named Poet Laureate of New York state.

Murders committed by Jeffrey Dahmer shock
the community and lead to demands for
reform of the Milwaukee Police Department.

The Milwaukee School Board approves

watered-down measures in support of gay and
lesblan teens after 1,000 fundamentalists packa

Board meeting.
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kd.lang comes out In the pages of t
Advocate.

Canada joins the vast majority of oth

countries permitting military service
lesblans and gay men.

The Milwaukee chapter of the Log C:
Republicans forms.
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Mayor John Norquist stuns the gay and
community by vetoing a $5,000 allocath
City Festival Funds for PrideFest
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1992 e 1994

years ¢ apurhi : / At the very start of hls first term, President Wisconsin representative

k.d. lang comes out In the pages of the Clinton seeks to lift the ban on gay service Steve Gunderson becomes the first GOP
advocore: personnel, The uproar In Congress Is 5o congressman to come out, In 1996, GOP
strong that he Is forced to back down. “Den't | representative Jim Kolbe of Arizona

Canada foins the vast majority of other NATO Ask Don't Tell" Is crafted as a compromilse. follows suit.
countries permitting military service by

lesblans and gay men. More than 1 million people participate Inthe | 25th anniversary Stonewall March is
March for Lesblan and Gay Rights In held In New York; it Is also the fourth
Washington - reported to t;i the largest Gay Games. ( Arim suftbeld feem
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cﬂmm :f-‘"-'ip’-:'ﬂ stuns the gay and lesbian | bar, a haven for African American gays and University Ef?#?’rsmnsinﬁ!ihﬁukee
City Festival F.ir.;jsﬂf::glpfésf;m? allocation of | lesbians. administrators but becomes a political
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| Veis © cilys T rlu-a The Human Rights League for Lesbians
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| - NOLOMCIally approved for almost
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and Gays is formed and < SPONSOrs 3 serles

of Coming Out Day events
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The Brand New Queer TV Show, later the |
r Program, debuts on public access

Steam and Uptown Downtown begin | Ron Gmm;}n b;:gms publishing
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Tammy Baldwin, aWisconsin Democrat,
becomes the first openly lesbian or gay
candidate elected to the House of

Representatives as a non-incumbent.
.

Tammy Baldwin
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Milwaukee World Festivals Inc. agrees to lease

the Henry W. Maler Festival Park to PrideFest for
Its 1956 celebration. FEEE

dreears)

Two influential AIDS activists/educators —
Christopher Fons and Arle Malmon —
succumb to AIDS complications.

Arqj% LAf'nlnj S Beru.
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AHawall court rules that a compelling case
has not been made to ban gay marriage,
Concern over the case leads Congress to

overwhelmingly pass the Defense of
Marriage Act.
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After a pledge of financial support from Ross
Walker and Erv Uecker, an organizational
dnive begins to establish a community center for
the city's gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
communities,

The Alternative Business Association forms.
% Detinition Ponded hﬂ‘td'mg
o Tist weeks ot fe Best P
Cinic .
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Karen Gaizlerléses a hard-fought campaian to
‘BecomeMifvaukee’s 3rd District Alderperson
and its first openly LGBT City Council member.

Bette Midler's spa
crowds and p
Wiscaonsin.

rkling presence drRws record
s for the AIDS Wa

” |auder d ad i Shfe [ea; [afore
ﬁ‘l Jttuflrm‘ﬁ»:; LE"I:F_M 5

[ndividunals

Hundreds attend the 10th anniversary black te
celebration held for the Wisconsin Light
newspaper at the downtown Milwaukee Hilton

Hotel; the $10,000 raised Is donated to the
Cream City Foundation.
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: Is murdered - national
attention highlights violence against gays,
lesbians, and transgender persons. Viglls and
demonstrations occur spontaneously across
the country.
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Milwaukee LGBT Community Center opens in
the Downtown Mini Warehouse, 170 8. 2nd St.

1999

The Vermont Supreme Court rules
that the state must grant gay and
lesblan couples the same rightsas
married couples.

Baleer Vr State .F VT C:vil Mnions
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Project Q, a drop-in program for
queer youth forms.

B

The City of Milwaukee institutes a
Domestic Partner Registry for same-sex
domestic partners. Ras i A conditdy
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House of Infiniti, an organization for African
American gay, bisexugl and transgender men
Jorms. :

N
A

State Representative Tim Carpen'ﬁéf comes out

Lesbian MIESREVEGa is killed by the brother of

her ex-over. Although the brother claimed that
Vega had tumed his sister into a Lesbian, the

courts ruled that the murder was not a hate

ime. He reaired 45 yeers!

Wrthost Perpl, !
l'tb lite has l'lemu'ul\ﬁ now. H]H,w

PrideFest hits record attendance of 18604 over
Its 2 Y2 day celebration In June.
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Donna Utke, longtime leader in
Milwaukee’s lesbian community, dies.
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PrideFest runs up huge debt and nearfy goes
bankrupt. This changes in 2004 through the
efforts of Cream City Foundation, volunteers
and generous donors,
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Join us on the Internet at: www.mkelgbthist.org
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2005 - Alllance School for LGBT teens planned
In Milwaukee.

2005 - Milwaukee Rainbow Allance for the
Deaf creates its Airst website.
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The Reverend Lew Broyles of the
Metropolitan Community Church,dles.
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After more than a year with no
LGBT newspaper in the state,
two news periodicals start up in
December: Q-Life and OutBound
News, /Py

[ in 22 years.
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The Reverend Lew Broyles of the
Metropolitan Community Church, djes.

; .,

72 \(NJ
. _ij# .‘.'
The Reverend LewBroyles =,
. = 2 r - y i/ ¥ 7% &
;.,f D= =9 JI ]! D
A, O
BES V% =




	Milw LGBT History Timeline
	Pre-Stonewall
	1970-1972
	1972-1974
	1975-1977
	1977-1979
	1980-1982
	1982-1984
	1985-1986
	1987-1989
	1990-1992
	1992-1994
	1992-1994 (bottom)
	1995-1997
	1997-1999
	2000-2002
	2002-2004
	2005
	2004-2005 (bottom)



