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Farents and Friendz of L.esbians FAnd 1534:
Meets 2nd Thursday of

I
ch."“son F‘?’%O gach month, Mext meetind:
& 2, Oct. 11th, P".
. < Ou NIDS ARE D
e : PLACE : : sive g
" - . Wesles Methodist Church :
‘. T FEDERATION 53 223 Union Av.., Shebos9an.
. 1; . TIME: 6:38 Pm.
L g | L I Sure hoke Lo see sou thers!
éﬁ“ﬂNSonAO fand brin3 a friend!)

F—FLAG Lakeshore ChaPFter

- L iztening, Learnin9 and L_oving -
Post Office Box 1396
Shebod9an, Wi. 53082

There is no coPyriskt on this Publication! It is intended as informational for
members and friends of P-FLAG Lakeshore, Please feel az free to re-Publish from
it as I have in ‘borrowin3d’ from others for it,

EEIHG GHY I1Z5. ..

MOP

Esing Gay iz having the capability to love a member of the
much 9reater depPth than a Person of the oPPosite sex.
Beind Gay is a matter of lowve, not a3 matter of sex,

Beind Gad iz who gou are, nobt what sou do,

BEeind Gad is a3 pPart of 4ou, not 3 separate entifty,

Beind Gay is being okady -— the zin iz living a lie, \
Esing Gay is not chosen == if it were, there would be no Gavs,

Eeind Gay iz to be ridiculed about something 9ou can do nothing about.
Eesind Gay is not chandable —— but it's liwveable.

Eeind Gad is accePtingd sourself when others are not aczePfing wou.

Eeind Gay is beind who You are —— ewen thoudh #ou don’t wnderstand 1tf.
Eeing Gaw iz gentleness, warmth and sensitivity, when gou are not at war
with the outzide world,

Ecing Gay is different, and the definition of different is not "bad."

Eeind Gay iz reachind the avtumn of your Years and wonderind why 9ou hawve
shent most of wour life tryind to 9et accepPtance from PeoPle who don’t know
o and who don’t understand you.

Eeind Gay is YOU = and nothing in thiz world is more imPortant than that,

ame zex Lo 3

i

Shirles M. Hunter (Copyriakt 13830

The abowe is Printed before the introduction in the book by S9lvia FernminZton,
EX-GAYS, THERE ARE MOME!

CLOSETS ARE FOR CLOTHES.,. MNOT FPEOPLE!

CHAHGE 0OF HDIDREDTS

The Federation of P-FLAG office in Denwer has moved! Their new address is:

Federation of Farent’s FLAG
P.0. Box 27685
Mazhington D.C., 20038-76@5
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On “"FRETTY 000D 7 PRREMNMILS

FSF

lde have many 93y and lesbian members who tell us their Parents "are PpPretty
200d about this" but "would never come to a meetind", I have been thinking
about that., I don“t believe in orginizations as an answer to eversthing., Bub I
do know that even thoush we are "pretty @00d" about our son’s HRomosexuality,
P-FLAG has made an enormous difference for uws. It took me a lond time to come
to that first meeting, and I have tried to fidure out what made me finally do
it., Mawbe it was because I knew deep down that [ wasn’t even "Pretty Sood"
about homosexuality., I°d never been to a sufPort 9roup before and the i1dea made
me uncomfortable, but I was curious to see what other Parents wers like. Also,
our son kePt encouraf®in? us to 90, and 9awe us the number to call. That waz the
extra Push we needed. If wou are a Parent who is on our list but hasn’t et
come to & meetind, make time thisz month. If gou are 93¢, Five Your Parent: that
extra incentive to 90 to a meeting near them. We don’t chan®: PeoPle, but we
can helP Parents unload much of the anxiety that lingers ewven when they are
"pretty So0od".

CHHN YOu TOaOF THI1IS

FM

G What does G.A.Y. stand for? A: God Adoresz You!
From Sharon Resaf, Chica9a P-FLAG

SFPREAD THE WORD!

If wou know of a Doctor, Minister, Therakizst, Teacher, School HAdministrator,
gt who would be interested in 9etting this newsletter, Pleaze send his her name
and address to the P.0. Box. Thanks.

HMHAT IS5 PARENTS FLAGTY

PM

Farent’s FLAG 12 the sPirit of lovin® and carin® about others.

It is a Place where surPort can be found because even thoush the “oldtimers”
laugh and Jjoke and seem far away from Pain, They remember what it wazs like to be
learning about the life of their beloved child.

Ht PFLAG we learned we could cling together, and be counted.

That even beind counted behind a veil was worth the world to our children.

Hear their Prideful woices:

"Mom and Dad do care enoush to learn and try to understand, thes Joined
P-FLAG". "Mom wrote a letter to her Condreszsmarn,” "I didn't think thes cared
because they wouldn’t 90 to meetings, But then my Dad said, “Did wsouw read in
the newsletter that... "

"My Dad squazhed the "f329” Jokes at work. He told them 1t waz the z=ame as
racism,"

"My sister is only sixteen but wou should see the Parer she wrote for civics
class!” ;
bdhat is FParent”s FLAG? It“s a sPirit that sass:

I love gou, [ care about wou. I”m 9lad vou're my child, my brother, my sizster,
my friend,

By Jan Durgan-Clinchard, President Parents & Friends of Gavs Cornhusker, Inc.
Great Plains Re9ional Director, Federation of Farents FLAG

USEFUL ITEM!

{Mews broadcast)
The military forces in the Gulf have found the Perfect way to keeP blowing sand
from getting in their weaPons:' They Put condoms over their weabPon’s muzzles!
They say the condoms are a Perfect fit! .
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THO LUTHERANM COHMGREGATIONS SUSFEHNDED

TL

The evangelical Lutheran Church in America has susPended two San Francisco
conaredations that called and ordained oPenly 2ay assistant pPastors., At the end
of five vears, the condrefations will be exPelled from the ELCA 1f they are wnot
in comPliance with the redulations. 3

The 32-page decision was announced on July 18, 1998, afainst 5t, Franciz and
First United Lutheran Churches. At the same time. the dicipline Panel
recommended that the Churchwide Assembly "faithfully examine" ELCA Policies on
ordination of homosexuals after "careful studs" by the Church.

The ruling outlined two wavs First United might compls: It’s oPenly Gay.
irredularly ordained assistant pastor, Jeff Johnson, whose certification as a
candidate for ELCR Pastorial call lapsed in 1989, may apply for renewal. If the
renewal were oranted, or if First United withdrew the call, the char9es would be
drofPpad,

In the weitten ruling, the comittee 3aid that the DS-vear susPension was
intended to allow time for the ELCA to study it“s Practices 1n resard o
ardination of homoszexuals and for “"action at one or more Churchwide assemblies,"”

The Sierra Pacific Sunod has called an the ELCA Church Council and Conference
of BishoPs "to bedin immediately a comPrehensive study of the issue of the
ordination of Gay and Lesbian Persaons.” '

GFUOTE OF THE MONTH

FG

"Since the svidence Points to the conclusion that homosexual Persons oo not
choose their sexuval orientation, cannot chanfe it, and consbitute a minorits of
exPression of human sexuality, it is clear that heterossxuwal Prejudice asainst
homosexuality must take it’s Place alondside witchoraft, slavery, and other
janorant beliefs and oPPressive institutions that we have abandoned.”
Bizhor Jokn Shelby SPon® in “LIVING IM SINY

A GRERAT FOET SFEAKS

FiGR
Cine hundred and thirty sears aso, the areat pPoet, MWalt Whitman wrote about his
homosexuality thus:

Hours of torment == [ wonder if other men have the like, out of feelin9s?

Is there over the whole earth one other man like me--=7

And in the same Poem he wrote:

I am ashamed -- but it is yseless -- 1 am what I am."

Fifter stru9aling, Whitman accePted his own feelin®s as natural. fAnd becauze he
did, he could use hizs love as a sumbol of wuniversal understandind and swmPathy.
He became the greatest Post of American humanitarianism and democracy.

QOUTING

PS

Outing is a controversial issue in the 9ay community today, It is the Practice
of Publicly exPosing closeted homosexuals, Particularly Prominant figures. Some
gay acctivists and or@inizations believe that this Practice 1= essential to
attain Gay rights and Political power. Thus far, tardets have been Politicians
who vote afainst Pro-Gay lesuslation and celebrities who could serve az role
models if they were "out",

COMMMERMNT ] feel we should discuss this at the next meeting, 0Oct., ZSth,
Please come and share YOUR oPinion on this controversial subject with us!

MHAT S WMRONG WITH MARCHING TO THE
BEAT OF A DIFFERENHT DRUMMERY
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HOMEKOQORE !

FLA

Fleaze write a letter to' President Robert I3er, C(RBC Entartainment., 2040
Avenue of the Stars, L.A. Ca, 90027, exPressind Your disapPointment., esPecially
in wiew of their Past suPPort, that thew are not airing the Mov. 7, 1379 sedmant
of the Prodram, "Thirtssomething". Thank wou. :

JEWISH GAYZ=

PLA

In June, Rabbi Denise L. E2er of Temple Beth Chasim Chadashim, the first Gay
s4naFosue in the World, sPoke to one of the lardest audience:s at P-FLAG L.A. to
date. She emPhazized that it iz very POossible to be a reli9ious Person and be
Gay or Lesbian, mentionin? Reformed Judaism, the Unitarian Church, United Church
of Christ, the Quakers, and the MetroPolitain Community Church alond with
Dignaty, (Catholicy), Inte9rits, <(EpiszcoPalian), Affirmation, Mormon?, and many
other suPPortive orginizations. She believes she will be able to Perform le9al
marrages for Gavs and Lesbiang in the state of California during her lifetime,

AFFIEFMATION DURIMNG P—FLAG CONVERT ICOR!

FL
(ExerPted from the Prezz releaze for the 2th INTERMATIOMAL PARENTS FLAG
COMYENTION, held in this month): I n addition. an affirmation ceremony betuween
Briian Binder and David Craid, will be held Sunday Evening, Both Zentelmen are
P-FLAG members, who reside in Los Andeles, and met at their LtemPle, TemPle EBeth
Chavim Chadashim. They are fortunate to have the undualified suPPort of Lthier
families, all who are memmbers of P-FLAG, and who will be in attendance., Rabbi
Denize E9er will officiate at the zervice. (See abowve stors).

FPARENMTS SINMG AT GARA'Y GAMES

PFH
Members of F-FLAG were amon? several hundred woices of the Celibration 1)
Choris at the Gay Games III and Cultural Festival in Yancouwver, B.C. Aug, 4-11,
Cartoon makindg the Another cartoov,this one from:
rounds of F-FLAG The FLAGPOLE, F-FLAG, MWazh. D.C.

news letters:

ADS 15 KILUING | [AIDS 1§ FILUNG | [W05 15 FILUNG] [ GooD Gop/ ]
GAY MEN. NoT |[1V. DRUG USERS WOH'LENJ NORMAL WHITE
MY ConcepN, || TS Nle Me. m-;:mu__ %é’;{u{_f‘?ﬁ?

OH, AKD RICK..YOUR MOTHER SAYS
T0..UK..TO BRING YOUR..UH..OW..TO
BRING YOUR..YOUR...JEFE.
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COULD %YOoOuU JusT LISTEHMNT?

PM

Idbhen I asked wou to listen to me and sou start Siving me advice, vou have not
done what I asked.

bLdhen I ask wou to listen to me and wou bedin to tell me why [ 5hauldn t feel
that wav, 4ou are tramkling my feelings.

bdhen I ask wou Lo listen to me and wou feel wou hawve to do something to solve
my Problem, sou have failed me, strande as that may seem,.

Listen! All I asked was that gou listen, not talk or do - Just hear me.

Rdvice 12 cheaP, 20 cents will 9et wou both Dear Abby and Billy Graham in the
same PaFer.

I can do for muzelf, I'm not helPless = mavbe discouraded and faltering. but
not helplezs.

Ihen you do something for me that I can and need to do for myzelf, You
contribute to my fgar and inadeduacy.

Eut when You accePt as a simPle fact that I do feel what I feel, no matter how
irrational, then I can quit trving to convince You and can 9et about this
business of underztanding what' s behind thisz irrational feeling. MWhen that’'s
clear, the answers are obvious and [ don’'t need advice.,

Irrational feelin9s make more sense when we understand what's behind them,
Perhafs that’'s why Prager works -- sometimes, for zome PeoPle -- because Cod
is mute, and He/She doesn’t 9ive advice or try to fix thinds., God Just
liztens and let:s sou work it out for sourself.

o Please listen and Just hear me. And if sou want to talk, wait 3 minute
for gour turn = and I°11 listen to wou,

(Comes from the Shanti training mamal).

OUR MAIL ADDRESS

There are two wags to 9et mail to P-FLAG LAKESHORE: Some send our mail CA0
Wezsley Methodist Church on Union Avenus. When sent there, 1t i3 Picked uwP by
the Editor ALMOST every Sunday.

IME ALS0 HRAVE A P.O. BOX!!! Mail is Picked uP from it, uvsually twice a week.
even when I don"t make it to Church! If wou are sendin®d to the Church,
FLEAS=SE chande our mailing address to' P-FLAG LAKESHORE, FP.0O. Box 1396,
sheboy9an, Wi. 33082-13926. Thank ygou!

COMFUTER EULLETINM EOARD!

Those of wou who have compPuters and modems are invited to call IVY’S WALL EBES.
It has a meszade base for Private E-mail to other users, Bulletin boards where
You can Post messades and read other Postin9s, the LATEST wersion of this
newsletter will be available, Chatting with the Syslp, and other features which
it is hoPed you will enJoy, You may also submit items for this newsletbter
there!

The Phone number for Ive’s WALL is <414) 457-WALL <9255>. It is online from
9:30 Pm until 11 am weekdaws, (Central), and 24 Hours on weekends and holidavs.

—=2 A1l Call The MWMALL ! <L=—

Technical data: This ComPuter Bulletin Board., <BES), oPerates at 300 and 1208
Baud Conly), with 8Nl pParity.

NEW F—-FLRAG DIRECTORY

We have recieved the latest coPy of the INTERMATIONAL DIRECTORY OF HAFFILIATED
CHAPTERS AMD PERSOMAL CONTACTS. It will be available in our meeting room, along
with the Shebowgan County Resource ouide,
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AFFIREMAT IO

Author wnknown
I love muself unconditionally, because God, me Father loved me first and lowves
me now as hizssher child.
It’s 9o0d to be me. I°‘m very habPPy to be me. I'm loved., I“m lovable.
I never devalue muszself with destructive self-criticism, P
I have unconditional warm redard for all Peofle at all times.
I reioice in my own unidueness and 9ive others the same risht.
My body is 3 TemPle of the Holy Spirit: I accept it, I like it, I Praise God
for- it and I reloice in it's ever increasing wholensss.
I am the child of a Father who hafPPens to be God!

GHY PEOFPLE ARE HMATURALLY HOMOSESUIAL

F3
Homosexuwality i3 not chosen, like selectin® clothes or a line of work. HNo one
knows how human sexuwal orientation 1z determined. In discuzsions Covering
nearly a decade with hundreds of familiez with Gay children, we hawve found that:
TTe Gayw child iz most often aware of hiz /her homosexuval orientation at a wvery
edrld ade,
Mone of the children was influenced or tausht to be Gay by any Person.
In homes where Gay children try to become heterosexuval., all attemPts fail.
Beind Gay iz wot Just 3 stade woundsters 9o throush.
Family fears of "catching" homosexualits, or bein® "recruited" at school or
elsewhere are unreazonable and, utterls without scisntific foundation.

(Statement of Dr. J. MWeinstein, M.D., dogsigent, American  Paschiatric
Association, 10/5/78) "-.!..\\a_(_k ) W ﬂ«““ D5~ Y 2T YEYP
g Sh 2“5 -

Fraul Harvey sa¥s: "Soddam Hussein has aiven new meaning Lo the word “sodoms "
CI°d sa9 he’s 9iven 1t a bad name!) 1 shall now remove mg Foobt From my mouthly

CREIDITS for ittems used in thiz edition
(Most items edited to make the news fit!)d.,

Soyrices! HOP=Msw Orlegans P-FLAG BAMMER <via 5%, FPD=FP-FLAG Detroit.
PFH=P-FLAG Hational, PF3=P-FLAG San Francisco., (via S5), PLA=FP-FLAG Los An3eles;
FHM=P-FLAG Minnesota., SS=Southern Signal, (P-FLAG Lafawette, La.)

Well, that‘s it for fnow... Have 2 900d one, and 1711 zee wvou next mesting.

—=2 GEGET THOSE HEWZ ITEMS IHM! ! ! L=-—
Deadline for the newsletter: In the P.0. box OR to the BES by the last Sat.
before the 25th,

You may brind news items to the next meeting, 6:30 Pm, Mov., 8th., at Heslew
United Methodist Church, 823 Union Av., Shebow9an, Wi.;

Modem them to: IVY’S WALL BES, (414 457-3255, 530 Pm to 11°'30 am weekdass,
(Central)/ 24 Hrs. on weekends & holidaws, 300/1200 Baud, or:

FMail them to' P-FLAG Lakezhors., P.0. Box 1396, Shebowdan, Wi. S3082-1326

If you need a ride, call the Church at 4528-48359

Sure hoPe to see wou there, and bring a friend!

Your Editor. B 0
L
sl



