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Anatomy of a Murder
What the medla didn’t tell you

Analysis by Bill Meunier

Fort Campbell, KY - Matthew
Shepard and Barry Winchell. The
comparisons are eerie. Shepard
wanted to serve his country as a
diplomat. Winchell was serving
his country as solider. Both were
brutally murdered because they

were ‘
Matthew Shepard hung on a fence, splayed out like

nition. Bdn'y Winchell lay on his cot, his brtins txmng.,
out, his face unrecognizable, the blows to his skull
inflicted with enough force to splatter his blood on
walls that were 15 feet away.

Shepard’s murder awakened America to the brutali-
ty that can accompany being openly Gay in a hostile environment. It sparked outrage and calls
for hate crime laws. Private First Class Barry Winchell's murder is créating momentum for a new
look at the controversial Don't Ask Don’t Tell Don't Pursue policy.

Hillary Clinton has spoken outagainst the policy: While her hushand, the President, stops short
of calling for an end to “Don’t Ask Don’tTell”, he is openly admitting that the policy has no wrked
as intended and needs bo be fixed. The Pentagon has issued a statement promising changes.

Barry Winchell

Christ on the cross, his skull bashed in beyond recog-

For all their similarities there are some stark differences
between the deaths of these two 21 year old Gay men,
especially in the way that most of the press - including the
Gay media - has treated them. We know a lot about
Matthew Shepard. We know far less about PFC Barry |
Winchell.

There is also a difference in the Gay community’s reac-
tion to these murders. After Shepard died, thousands right-
fully mourned him at memorial services around the coun-
try. Where were the candlelight vigils for Barry Winchell?

Matthew Shepard, the young scholar with a bright
future, who suffered for hours, before a passerby found
him, is a poster boy. PFC Barry Winchell, who endured
months of abuse, is not.

The facts of Winchell's murder are well known. On July 5, Private Calvin Glover repeatedly
struck the sleeping Winchell in the head with a baseball bat. He did so with the encouragement
of Winchell's roommate, Specialist Justin Fisher. Fisher allegedly supplied the bat and screamed
“Iet himy die” as Winchell was loaded into an ambulance.

For at least six months before his death, Barry Winchell is said to have faced anti-Gay harass-
ment from other soldiers on a daily basis. The reports say that two days before the murder,
Winchell bested Glover in a barracks fight. Initially, the Army said that revenge was Glover’s
motive, later it would add hate to the equation.

Those facts tell us little about Winchell himself. We've heard little of his life story.

Nothing came easy for Barry Winchell. He repeated Kindergasten twice and didn’t learn his
ABC's until the third grade. Winchell, it is reported, was dyslexic and unable to write more than
his own name in cursive script. He spent part of his early childhood in homeless shelters, while

Calvin Glover

his mother, who left an abusive husband, worked at waffle houses to support her two sons,

Conitinued on Page 11

A Conversation with the New Editor
Nadine A. Walther Comes to Town

fter a nearly three month search,
A New Jersey native Nadine A.

Walther, has been appointed edi-
tor of W1 Light, effective with the first issue
of the new millenium. W7 Light, which in
2000 has scheduled one issue off per cal
endar quarter, will publish that issue on
January 12.

Current Editor William (Bill) Meunier will
assume his new role as Director of Internet
Development on January 1. Besides assisting
in the new Editor’s transition he will also con-
tinue as a regular news and politics contribu-
tor for W7 Light

As we prepared for this discussion, Ms.
Wialther sat in her new office in the heart of
Milwaukee's Gay business area, leaning back
in her chair, drinking a Coke and getting ready
to smoke a cigarctie.

In a quiet vet firm voice, her first reply to a
question was,"What is important is not who |
am, but rather the events going on this week

By Greg Quindel

that affect all of us."

With some struggle, I succeeded in g:t[mg
Nadine to talk about herself. “Quick bio-
graphical? Ok, I am aVietnam era Veteran.” She
would not add much about her military career
except that, while she did receive letters of
commendation, “it is one area of life that still
causes pain to discuss or remember”

Walther hosted a radio talk show, Money
Talks, for three years on New Jersey public
radio. This was at a time when she was an
adjunct at Long Island University where she
taught various financial subjects. “I enjoy
teaching, particularly about money and invest-
ment strategies. My students were fantastic
but the truth is that the best classes 1 taught
were the ones 1 used to run for some organi-
zations in Trenton, and a few other cities, for
welfare recipients. These were for individuals
who were living below or just barcly above
the poverty line”

Continued on Page 3
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Yule Sing. Yule Eat. Yule Drink. Yule Laugh.
Yule Cheer. Yule Talk. Yule Be Mary!

Christmas Party
4 Friday, Dec. 17" ® 8m

A Party for Boys who've been naughty!

(Boys who've been nice are invited too!)

Gifts for All * Holiday Buffet * Open Bar 8-gpm (Rail & Tap)

Less than
16 days ‘til
12.31 .99

Get Ready to Reset
Meet the Furture @

135 East National Ave.
Milwaukee

383.9412

u“,,,.'ij’,.?; o The Shamrock Bar

& Raigk
‘The Rainbow Room “# ¥
Q“J{?‘% invite you to experience
Madison’s “Main Street” for Gay Night Life!

The Rainbow Room
121 West Main Street
Madison, WI 53703

608.251.58.38

The Shamrock Bar
117 West Main Street
Madison, W1 53703

608.255.5029

Madison’s Oldest Continually Operated Gay Bar Madinon’s Newest Kid on the Block

MILVWAUKEE
E—

121 West Main Street
Madison, W1 53703
(608) 251-5838

Thursday, Dec. 16th

“Salsa Night"

Featuring ...

“Millennium Men"
Free Conga Shots ® Salsa & Chips
Do the Limbo ® Join the Conga Line

Shots of Tequila 2
Pitcher of Beer 4%

Saturday, Dec. 18th
"Miss Kitty &

Her Cowboy Strippers”
Featuring ...

“Millennium Men"
10:30pm

Uptown [s Where It's Happening!

Holiday elves

are on uty

The Center will be
open 6-10pm
on Christimas Eve & day,
and New Year's Eve & dav.

So don vour gay apparel.
:||||| cone l|l|\\'|| Lo Ihl‘ Center.
Be part of the tree-trimming
event, watch holiday movies,
enjoy holiday treats. check out
Dick Clark’s new glass ball.

.'II|1| Ineet somne new ]u'u’tlv.

All in a safe. no aleohol/

no smoking environment.,
Milwaukee
LGBT

Community
Center

170 South 2nd. Sireet
414-271-2656
www.mkelgbt.org

Chicago Area Gay & Lesbian |
Chamber of Commerce

R

i

Check out the best of LesBiGay Chicago

Visiting Chicago? Get a FREE visitor
pack by calling 1-888-452-4262 or visit
our website at www.GLChamber.org.

| http://www.GLChamber.org 1-888-GL-Chamber
The Chamber Box #805, 3712 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL. 60613-4198

'S NEW NMUSICAL HIT!

| » “A DEFINITE MUST SEE! A side-splitting *
' tapestry of wild fun!™ -oow rorruan, css ss

“THRILLING! Everything in this ‘Forever Plaid’ glitters

with showmanship. SUPERBI"-oamien iaaues muwaukee sournaL senrinet

* “HILARIOUSLY FUNNY!  _ »

* | can't wait to see it again!"-eam cenko, wiun 965

" EXTENDED THRU FEBRUARY 13!

CALL 414-273-7206 NOW!

Tickets also available at the box office and centers, including Boston Store, DiscMan,
Mainstream, Milwaukee Arena and select Piggly Wiggly stores, or call 414.276-4545. Toll free: 1-888-612-3500.

GROUP SALES HOTLINE (15 or more) 1-888-367-8101
VOGEL HALL « MARCUS CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 123 EAST STATE STREET = MILWAUKEE
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WI Light Welcomes Nadine

Continued from Cover Page

“My vocations have changed dramatically but 1 have always tried to
maintain a connection with individuals who are oppressed by poverty”

She also built a career in the New York financial marketplace where
she developed Socially Responsible Investment Strategies for a Wall
Street investment-banking firm, It was at that time that she had direct
contact with the Gay press as an advertiser of services to the LGBT conr-
munity.“In 1988, I retired as St.Vice President of Retail Marketing, While
I was quite successful, I always knew it wasn't my true calling”

On publishing experience, the award winning writer explained that,
I served as the Managing Editor for the Raritan Valley Record, in
Raritan, New Jersey. This is in an area outside of New York City, former-
Iy small town but now more suburban.We needed to make it more alter-
native, more Shepberd - like, while still maintaining its rural base. 1
enjoyed working with the local college. We even published their news-
paper within our pages. I found that the schools were rich in writers
and cartoonists.”

“I loved the job, but we had agreed it was to be a temporary,” she
added. "It was during a period in my life that I needed to have a great
deal of flexibility. I came in on an interim basis but I was able to increase
circulation, partially by building connections with the younger segment
of an aging community. We also saw rising advertising revenues and bet-
ter business relationships.” Its long-time family owners recently sold the
paper.

A move to Philadelphia was next on the agenda. “I then studied at
one of the most fundamentalist, right wing colleges in the country, the
Philadelphia College of Bible. I wanfed to understand this way of think-
ing from the inside”

“I did have to remain quite closeted in those confines,” she added.
“That was a bit strange after being so out for so long.”

Why here and why WI Light?

At this question she sits up in her chair, leans forward and starts talk-
ing,"My plans for W7 Light are very big! | see W7 Light in the center of
the hub of LGBT activities and news through out the state. W7 Light is
the place where every person in our community can come together. It
is here that all voices can be heard. It is here within the pages of this
13-yearold newspaper that our Community can build stronger ties and
learn about each other. It is the medium in which we can create and
develop tolerance and understanding within every segment of the
LGBT Community” _

“I have thought about this. I know there is a history with this news-
paper. I know the founders. I know you and Bill. I believe that what this
is about is serving our community in the best possible way. We need to
do that at every point in the production of our paper.The question will
be asked. Does this serve the community? Is this the best we can do?
How can we do it better?”

“What brought me here?” she remembers. With a smile and an extra
sparkle in her big blue eyes, she responds simply, “Love.”

“After an extended period of long distance dating, a change needed
to take place; I opted to move to Wisconsin to be with my partner
Oretha. She is the most wonderful person in the world and I am thank-
ful to God for being blessed with the opportunity to share my life with
such a caring, loving, intelligent, person with whom all the adjectives in
the world could not begin to describe”

Nadine, the mother of seven children who range in age 8 to 13 boasts
and shows off pictures any time that she gets the chance. “My children
are terrific, they are bright, happy fun-loving kids. Oretha also has 2 sons
who I adore and love. They are really good guys. Between the two of us
there are a lot of children but also a lot of love. That is the most impor-
tant ingredient in a family - the love and freedom to express it

Nadine arrived in Milwaukee in late July... “It has been a change. [
must say, so far I love the winters.

I am adapting to the change from East Coast to the Great Lakes
region pretty well. I do miss the subways and trains and have had to get
accustomed to keeping change for parking meters. The biggest differ-
ence that I have seen is the ‘segregation’, I find it disturbing and truth-
fully,I am not used to it. I hope I never get used to it but rather become
an instrument of change”

“There are some things I do miss about the East Coast. I can no
longer hop in the car and jump in the ocean like I used to, Broadway is
a bit of a drive, and I miss my mom and brother”

‘What about being a woman editor for a paper read by a lot of
Gay males.

“Some of my best friends are Gay males,” she joked.“T've seen it all.
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They can't say or do anything that'll get me to blush. Look, I've been in
the military, 've been on Wall Street, and I've been in the colleges, 1
know men.That isn’t going to be a problem. This isn't about removing
the G from LGBT"

You have been working at WI Light for a couple of weeks.
How is the transition going?

“Bill is an extraordinary individual and although I am assuming his
position as Editor, he and T will be working closely together. Bill has
strong ties to this community and to the paper. | acknowledge and
respect his years of experience as well as his ability to dig beneath the
surface and obtain valuable information. Bill will now be free to devote
a large percentage of his time on an Internet project that encompasses
the LGBT Community in a way few individuals can even imagine. To
some degree I envy him. He will have an enormous readership that [
believe will go into the millions-anhd his deadlines won't be so intransi-
gent. He has all the skills to succeed but T am a bit old fashioned, in that
way, and still like the print medium. It must be something in that goy
based ink”

“I'm also delighted to work with Ron Geiman and to be able to tap
all his knowledge about the community and the Gay press in Wisconsin.
Having a personable fellow such as him around who can teach me a
few things after his 12 years experience publishing and editing a
Wisconsin Gay paper”

“It’s great for both Diane Gregory and I to have another woman'’s
point of view. Emotionally, it's 2 more secure feeling around all these
MEN, especially when [ have to edit porn reviews and Sex Talk. She and
I also work very dynamically in the marketing area, we just seem to

“Then, there is T] Hermann, our very competant graphic artist and
who adds an extra spark of humor in the office.”

“This time of transition has allowed me the opportunity to really get
to know all members of the staff. T have time to meet with them and lis-
ten to their ideas, goals and concerns. It also allows me the opportuni-
ty to begin cultivating new writers for the additional pages that I am
very confident are forthcoming. As we expand our statewide coverage
we will need many more contributors.”

‘What changes in are in store for the readers?

“Some are gradual and some will be more obviously evident. Bill and
I have already made some little changes - some technical, some visual.
There may be more emphasis on our desire to provide a forum for a
wider range within our community. Certainly, that means more women
contributors but it also means more coverage for men who dance, date
and buy music and clothes. The leather community, men and women,
also play an interesting role in our culture. There are just too many seg-
ments to list them all here”

“It is my goal to be the must read paper for all segments of our com-
munity. Why shouldn’t a Gay person of color pick up the W7 Light and
feel that it is their paper too?”

“A greater diversity within our readership will come from a greater
diversity within our pages. In terms of sheer numbers, it's the tens of
thousands of Gay youth, who don't read ANY papers, that must be
drawn in. So must the Hispanics, African Americans, the physically chal-
lenged and a myriad of other groups that are all a part of this commur
nity. This all needs to be reflected in the pages of this newspaper”

“ W1 Light is the source for quality news reporting and is the forum for
all segments of the community to express their viewpoints. They just all
don't know it”

“I recognize the vital role Gay bars play ip building community and
supporting institutions such as this one. They will not get short shrift
under my direction but we all can also acknowledge that there is more
to 'Gay life’ than just the bar scene. We will encourage writing on a very
wide range of subjects including spirituality, parenting, and developing
a greater understanding of transgender, transsexual, and bisexual indi-
viduals?

“I need to add that playing a meaningful political and educational
role in the community is not, in my mind, exclusive of having fun.The
readers will see that too. Wait till they meet Coco Chanel”

“Ultimately, what we seek, is for all individuals within our communi-
ty to recognize W7 Light as the paper that must be read if you really want
to know what's happening, when it's happening and why and how it
happened. Of course, the who's doing it can sometimes be the most
interesting aspect of all”

. Continued on Page 12
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ANONYMOUS HIV TESTS
Mon, Tue, Thur - 6-B:30pm
By Appointment

BESTD MEN’'S CLINIC
STD Diagnosis & Treatment
Tue, 6-8:30pm = Walk In

BESTD WOMEN'S CLINIC
1st & 3rd Thursdays (Monthly)
6-B:30pm = Walk In
-

SUPPORT GROUPS
for Gay HIV+ Men

HIV EARLY INTERVENTION
HIV TesTiNnG AT PROGRAM
Call for Information
La Cage
801 South Ind st e AP L
Thursday, January 6th
10pm - Tam
Fluid
819 5. 2nd St.
Thursday, January 13th
9pm - Midnight | N
» Dish { e e
23555, 2nd St. . 1249 fEast Brady st.
Thursday, January 27th ilwatkee, Wi 53202
9pm - Midnight f‘ " e d
2 712)2) 91 /alal
KU L= 414

Milwaukee Metropolitan Communify Church

Join Us for Christmas Service
Christmas Eve - 7:30pm
Christmas Day - 10am

Sunday Morning - 77am

Reverend Lew Broyles - Pastor
1239 West Mineral Street » Milwaukee, WI 53204

414.383.1100

Prayer and Praise Service every Thursday 7pm
Remember us at your holiday and year-end giving.

We are a non-profit 501C-3 gay organization buying property

National LGBT Latina/o Group

Signs Historic Pact with SBA

Washington, DC - The Small Business Administration made giant strides towards expanding its
support among minority business owners - by signing its first ever cooperation agreement with an
LGBT group. The pact between America’s only largest LGBT Hispanic organization, the National
Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Organization, LLEGO, was signed on Tuesday.
December 7.

“We are moved and empowered by this agreement;” said Olga L Orraca-Paredes, LLEGO's National
Baard Co-Chair “This represents an historic breakthrough and a new bridge for Latina/o sexual
minorities o ensure full access 1o entrepreneurship as well as equal progeam beoefits to succeed in
business, We are proud LLEGO has been named 1o serve as this bridge 1o our network of domestic
and international partners and organizations.”

“This is a-great opportunity to tap into the wealth of potential that the Gay and Lesbian Latino
small business community represents,” SBA Administrator Aida Alvarez said. “As LLEGO and the SBA
work together to make it possible for these small businesses to use the SBA's resources and grow, we
will be laying a foundation that will solidify the economic development of Latinos into the next mil
lennium.”

The Memorandum of Understanding between the SBA and LLEGO calls for them to work togeth-
erin increasing SBA loans and trade opportunities for Latina/o businesses. It also mandates working
together to improve access to procurement programs and facilitating better service 1o those busi-
nesses and providing better opportunities and training for Latina women entreprencurs,

The partnership is modeled upon similar programs with minority business owners. It breaks new
ground. however, by recognizing the special circumstances that face sexual minorities and women.

The agreement is designed to narrow the technology gap faced by small business owners, par-
ticularly in communities of color and among sexual minorities.We are truly becoming a global com-
munity” said Nicole M. Ramirez, National LLEGO Board Co-Chair, “and we must depend on the
Internet for our lifelines and livelihoods. This step will assure greater access 10 technology and
encourige Latina/os to build their pathways to the information supertughway.”

Ramirez told WT Light that the pact will help LLEGO and the LGBT community in general. “We
are making sure that when they focus on civil rights issues that they focus on the LGBT communi-
ty as well. This signing brings us to the table”

“You have to commend the Clinton-Gore administration for doing this. This is a step in the right
direction.” added Ramirez.

LLEGO says that its more than 150 LLEGO affiliates in 30 states, will share the SBA information it
receives with the general LGBT community as well as with local Latina/o communities. It will also
bring their concerns to SBA.

By signing the agreement, LLEGO assured its participation in national meetings on SBA policy. It
also put itself in a position to bring others to the table. “As soon as I signed 1 was able to raise the
issue about doing outreach to local GLBT Chambers of Commerce.” said Ramirez.“We want (o bring
others to the able”

Ramirez told W7 Light that LGBT Chambers of Commerce in Chicago and San Francisco will sign
similar agreements this week. He added, "It was symbolic that the first organization to sign with an
agreement was Latino, because the face of America is changing, This allows us to break bread with
the general Latino community and assume a more prominent role in the Gay community”

Hawaiian Marriage Suit Ends

Honolulu - In a long awaited-ruling the Hawaii Supreme Court dismissed a suit challenging the
State’s refusal to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. The court ruled that because Hawaii
voters approved a 1998 state constitutional amendment that allows their State. Legislature to deny
marriage 10 LGBT couples, it could not order the State to grant marriage icenses (o same-sex cou
ples.

While the Court dismissed the case as moot, it refused to overturn its May 1993 ruling that said
the state’s denial of marriage licenses to Gay couples is tantamount to gender discrimination. In other
words, the court ruled that while barining same-sex marriages is discriminatory. its hands are tied by
the voter referendum.

In that landmark 1993 ruling. the Hawaiian Supreme Court ordered the State to either allow same
sex marriages or show that it had a compelling interest in preventing them during a circuit trial. The
circuit court trial resulted in a scathing decision that condemnetd the State's case and ordered to it
to grant marriage licenses to samessex couples. The Court’s order was stayed while the State Attorney
General appealed the ruling to the State Supreme Court.

While the legal fight continued, over 30 states passed Laws banning recognition of Gay marriages
even if they were legally performed in another state. Congress joined them in passing the Defense
Of Marriage Act (DOMA), which banned federal recognition of same sex marriages and allows the
states to do the same. President Clinton signed DOMA into law. Legal scholars are divided on the
constitutionality of the anti-Gay marriage ws.

In a footnote to last week's ruling, the Court went even further than its 1993 decision n saying
that the discrimination was based on sexual orientation. Dan Foley, lead attorney for the plaintiffs
noted: “To discriminate based on sexual orientation would also be subject to the same strict scruti-
ny, which would elevate and extend equal protection to homosexuals as individuals, on par with
ethnicity, race, etc”

The best hope for advocates of LGBT marriage appears to be the Vermont Supreme Court, which
heard a similar suit last year. A ruling from that court could come at any time.
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EXXON’s Rejects Domestic Partner
Benefits

Dallas - Human rights activists are condemning a decision by the Exxon Mobil Corporation
to end Mobil’s policy of extending health insurance benefits to the domestic partners of its LGBT
employees and for refusing to ban discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Exxon - Mobil resulted from last week's merger of two oil industry giants, Exxon and Mobile.
The Mobil Corporation began offering domestic partnership health insurance benefits in 1998,
It also specifically barred discrimination based on sexual orientation.

When the Board of the new company met for the first time, it decided not to offer the bene-
fits and it declined to specifically ban anti-Gay discrimination. An Exxon Mobil spokesman said
that Mobil’s LGBT employees, who had the benefits before the Board vote would be able to keep
them. However, those who did not have them before the board vote would not be getting them.
Exxon will, however, continue to allow the common law partners of unmarried heterosexual cou-
plc« to enroll in its health plan.

“This move could become their ‘Exxon Valdez of the new millennium,” said Human Rights
Campaign, HRC, spokesman David M. Smith, referring to huge Alaskan oil spill caused by an
Exxon tanker that ran aground.“Exxon clearly hasn't learned from past experience that creating
a toxic mess is a lot easier than cleaning up the resulting damage. We urge Exxon [officials| to re-
evaluate their actions and pledge to treat all workers equally, with dignity and respect.”

Smith said Chevron Corp. was the pioneer among oil companies when it began offering part-
ner benefits last year, and its action was matched by Shell Oil Co., BP Amoco PLC and Mobil - but
not by Exxon.

“Exxon is bucking an industry trend in not adopting these policies,” he said.

On the issue of banning discrimination based on sexual orientation, the Exxon Mobil
spokesman said his company believes its employees are already protected by a statement that
bans any discrimination.

Gay activists weren't alone in criticizing Exxon Mobil. The L4 Times reports that employment
experts are expressing shock at Exxon Mobil's decision. “It would seem extraordinary to me that
a company would back away from a policy that has demonstrative positive effects on recruitment
and retention,” said Eric Rolfe Greenberg, Director of management studies for the American
Management Assn. in New York.“In refusing to grant such benefits, inevitably one is saying to tal-
ented people,"We don't think you deserve this™

“This move could become
their ‘Exxon Valdez’ of the

new millennium,”
- HRC, spokesman David M. Smith,

Whether or not Gay activists will say that Exxon doesn’t deserve LGBT dollars remains to be
seen, but there are signs that a boycott may be in the offing. GFN.com, a Gay financial Internet
site, withdrew an award it gave to Mobil just two weeks ago. GFN.com had named Mobil as the
fourth most powerful Gay friendly company in America.

In a prepared statement, GFN Chairman, Walter B, Schubert said, “The failure of Exxon to
acknowledge the need for policies protecting their Gay and Lesbian employees, and benefits
which can only maximize shareholder value by creating a more productive workforce, astounds
me.A motivated workforce is a4 productive workforce, which spells only one thing - profit.1 can’t
see how the new policies of Exxon Mobil will benefit anyone - sharcholder, employee, or con-
sumer”

In place of the honor it planned to bestow on Exxon Mobil, GFN.com announced that the
company would be the first inductee into its corporate hall of shame.

Meanwhile Kerry Lobel, Executive Director of the National Gay Lesbian Task Force, NGLTE
called for a dialogue with the oil giant. Lobel predicted that the Exxon Mobil decision would hurt
the company. Lobel said consumers who support workplace equity may decide to take their busi-
ness elsewhere and that it may lose current and potential employees may decide to join compa-
nies that offer better benefits.

Martz, Jason M.

Age 25 vears. Remarkable son of Jeffrey Martz and Barb Coyle, brother of David Martz, and family friend
Jill LeSturge, died on December 9. 1999, Jason was a 1992 graduate of Cudahy High School. He worked
as @ Clinical Nursing Assistant at Willowcrest Care Center, where he was enjoyed by stall and residents
alike, He loved acting, GenCon, RenFair, reading. karaoke. and clowning. Jason participated in clinic
defense in the mid-90% and was & strong supporter of Gay Rights. Jason had @ big heart, and was a good
Iriend to many people. In death, through tissue donation, he will help sixty more.

PRASSER-KLECZKA

BAY VIEW CHAPEL
3275 South Howell Avenue

483-2322
“Family Owned and Operated™

S——

WJ\

2408 North Farwel Ave.
Miwaukee, \¥/I 53211

414.276.6936

5 Applegate Ct. » Madison » 277-9700
Just off Fish Hatchery Rd. » Formerly Bombay Bicycle Club

NEW MENU - sious e
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FRIDAY MEETINGS

3 unique bars

530pm AA Sty Mndes Gop Topic

7:00pm AA Grap 754 Step/Tapic Lunch Thurs, & Fri. 11-2 ""'“'I":
Mewies Hightly at
BiSpm Ve Dinner Tue.-Sat. 5-10 By
Sunday 8-9 Sy fenisy

2 Step Recovay Club

Supported by CCF Sunday Brunch 10:30-2  open for Pucker Games

“There are more than 4.5 million unmarriedf

couples living together in the United States," Lobel] - 2 2= 2 0 &
said. "One-third of these are samesex couples, but| s
the rest are not. These families have chosen tof
define their own family structures for themselves.
More and more companies every day are recog-
nizing our society’s changing family structures by| o
altering their benefits packages to meet the needs| *=
of a changing workforce, Exxon-Mobil has turned}
back the clock and stapped 4.5 million Americans
and its more than 100,000 employees in the face -
and in the pocketbook”

While statements of outrage pour forth from m m M.m

LGBT groups, Exxon Mobil is being flooded with
emails and phone calls demanding that the deci-
sion be rescinded. Activists are encouraging inter-
ested Gays to send a protest ¢-mail to Exxon Mobil
Al WWW.€XX0n.com
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BESTD g4
Part 2 of 2%

By Bill Meunier

Milwaukee - A look at the history of
BESTD shows that the Clinic’s success is
due to several factors. Community sup-
port,a spirit of volunteerism,and the trust
the LGBT community have in BESTD
have all contributed.

BESTD currently has 95 volunteers
working to provide its services. “There is
no hierarchy,” said Erv Uecker, who-along
with his partner, Ross Walker, is one of the
driving .orces behind BESTD. “All of the
Board members are involved in the oper-
ation of the Clinic”

Those volunteers provide STD testing
and treatment services for an average of
10,000 patients a year. They clean the
Clinic, help maintain it, raise money and
provide the people power for dozens of
needed tasks.

There are many heroes in the story of
BESTD Clinic, too many to name in any
one article. Mark Behar, who has been -
with BESTD almost since its inception
calls it,“One the few stable institutions in
the community” When asked what
atiracted him to the Clinic, Behar says,
“Working with other Gay men, who have
a4 sense of common purpose trying to
work with our buddies and friends. We try
10 provide a level of care that is unmatched
elsewhere. That's what's fun and keeps me
doing this”

One of Behar’s current tasks involves
hosting socials for HIV+ Gay men. As W7
Lights General Manager Ron Geiman said
in a recent column, the socials are a hit.
They provide a badly needed way for Gay
men living AIDS to socialize. They also pro-
vide another example of the Clinic trying
to meet the needs of the community.

BESTD's ability to meet the need for spe-
cialized, sensitive care has caused many in
the LGBT community to recognize its
value. The civil rights and social advances
made by Gay and Lesbians do not mean
that their medical care will be uniform or
up to normal standards. Nor do they guar-
antee that medical personnel will maintain
a Gay or Lesbian patient’s privacy.

Furthermore, doctors in private practice
are not always informed on the latest STD
information. As one volunteer put it,“You
don't go to a dermatologist with a heart
condition. In the same way vou should not
assume that your private doctor knows
what that rash is or what caused those
warts.”

Dr. Gremminger says,“The openness of
the environment”is a key ingredient in the
Clinic’s success story."Gay men can go and
talk about their sexuality and behavior and
get treatment of their diseases without
fear”

BESTD has as strict policy of maintain-
ing confidentiality. “The clinic’s reputation
is pretty pristine in terms of preserving

“anonymity,” said Uecker. “People can come
to the clinic and they don't have to worry

about others finding out. That's a top pri-
ority for our volunteers.”

Uecker explains that there is a differ-
ence between anonymous and confiden-
tial testing and treatment. HIV testing is
anonymous. The only identification on HIV
tests is a code the clients make up them-
selves. These codes are passwords that
allow the client to get the test results with-
out having to use his/her name. The test
results are kept on file with the code so
they can be easily accessed when the
client calls or makes an appointment.

Confidential testing is different.
Confidential testing means that BESTD
keeps identity information on file, but that
the identity of a patient is not released

‘without their expressed written consent,

except to those who have a legal right to
see it. BESTD client files do not contain any
names. The Clinic uses a coding system for
these files. A master file in a secure com-
puter allows the appropriate staff person
to match up a person’s name with the
code on their chart.

The Clinic has kept track of its patients
since the beginning. “All of the charts are
available back to 1974, said Uecker. "If a
client comes in now and they were there
in 1975, we can pull their chart”

While crediting the volunteers for the
Clinic's operations, Uccker and Walker also
make it clear that none of the services pro-

-vided by BESTD would be possible with-

out the support of the LGBT community.
At dozens of fundraisers and through pri-
vate donations, Gay Milwaukee has provid-
ed the funds needed to keep BESTD going,

Uecker says he thinks the reason for
LGBT Milwaukee's generous support of
BESTD is clear. “A lot of groups recognize

that we don't solicit funds” he says.
Secondly they know where their money’s
going and what's it dong. It's all going to
services; none of it goes to salaries”

The Gay community’s support exiends
beyond financial donations. Over 80% of
the Clinic’s volunteers are from the LGBT
community. Uecker and Walker say that
60% of the Clinic’s clients are male and
40% are female. They also note that 50%
are not Gay.“Anyone can come in and use
our services,” says Walker.

Behar sees a problem with that mix.
“Where we've fallen is that most of the ser-
vices we're providing now and probably
for a long time have been for straight men;”
he says.“l don't know where Gay men are
going.”

Those clients are tested and treated for
a wide variety of STD'’s including syphilis,
genital warts, herpes, various skin prob-
lems, parasites, bacterial infections and
other STD’s. They are also tested for
Hepatitis A, B and C and for HIV. BESTD
also offers Hepatitis immunizations.

Dr. Gremminger says that the Clinic can
and does do more than testing “ We are
very conscientious if a Gay man comes in
with a STD," said Dr. Gremminger. “That’s a
red flag that he isn't observing safer sex
practice. We had gotien it down to where
Gonorrhea was almost non-existent for a
few years. Now it seems to be on the rise
again”

The Doctor sces that rise as a warning
light. “It tell us that people aren't being
careful and are putting themselves at high
risk.” he said/Other cities that have seen an
increase in STD's also soon see an increase
in HIV infections. To help prevent that
from happening here, the Clinic works

A g
o n.'\-'d"‘"ru-n - o

with those Gay men who are obviously not
practicing safe sex. “If we see a Gay man
with an §TD, we spend some time educat-
ing him. We try get him into a counseling
program.”

Over the years, BESTD has sounded
many alarm bells like the one Dr
Gremminger is pointing to now, and it has
worked hard to spread the word as new
outbreaks of STD's occur. If the trust, vol-
unteerism and community resources that
have made BESTD an LGBT Milwaukee
success story are any guide, the Clinic will
continue to thrive for many years to come.

<Editor’s note, in our part one of BESTD
clinic we quoted Dr. Roger Gremminger
giving credit to Chuck Colson for his work
in keeping BESTD alive. In reality we
should have said Chuck Paulson, who also
co-founded the Possum Queen contest and
helped lead it to a record total last year. We
thank Chuck for his outstanding service to
our community.>

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for
Freelance Photo Journalist

Community Oriented Part Time
Writer. Photographers to cover your
home town: Madison, Green Bay &
NE WI, Kenosha/Racine. Janesville,
Eau Claire, LaCrosse, Central and
NW Wisconsin. Great commissions,
wonderful boss!

Call Nadine now at (414) 226-0075
or fax resume to (414) 226-0096.
Join the growing family at

WWiLight
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MMOW Announces March

Washington DC - The Millenium March on Washington, (MMOW) is accelerating its efforts to
organize what its supporters hope will be the largest LGBT demonstration ever. lLast week, the
MMOW Board of Directors held a two day public meeting in Washington DC, The meeting was
marked by a flurry of business, events, and public commitments. These included the opening of a
national March office, the long awaited announcement of the March platform and a pledge to use any
funds generated by the March national LGBT people of color groups and statewide organizations.

National MMOW Offices Opened

On Sunday December 5, MMOW opened a national offices for the March at 1000 16th Street, NW,
Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036. The event included a ribbon cutting ceremony and public recep-
tion. In a bipartisan show of support for the March, two openly Gay DC Council members David
Cantania, a Republican and Democrat Jim Graham, participated. Cantania and Graham were named
Honorary Co-Chairs of the DC Millennium March Leadership Council.

The March'’s four co-chairs, Ann DeGroot, Duane Cramer, Nicole Murray-Ramirez, and Donna Red
Wing presided at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Dianne Hardy-Garcia will head the National office. Hardy-Garcia is the Executive Director of the
Lesbian and Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, one of the nation’s largest LGBT state organizations. Hardy-
Garcia, one of two co-executive directors of the Millennium March, will oversee organizing, outreach,
volunteers and public relations for the March.

MMOW “Working Vision” Outlined

The MMOW board of directors outlined the initial list of issues the March will focus on.

“The initial concept of a March platform has evolved into a Working Vision,” said Malcolm Lazin,
co-executive director of the event.“The Working Vision incorporates the feedback received from the
ballot and will serve as a guide to planning the march.The board welcomes continued community
input on the

» March platform as this work in progress

continues.”

* The platform includes:

* Hate crimes legislative protections

* Ending LGBT discrimination in the work-

place

* Racial justice

* LGBT family values, including marriage

and partner rights, equality of adoption
laws, and child custody protections

* LGBT health care issues

» Legal protections for LGBT youth

» Overturning anti-gay initiatives and laws on

both the federal and state levels

* Privacy rights

“I'm pleased that the board included a strong commitment to racial justice in the Working Vision,”
said Lazin."In public forums around the country and from write-in ballots, we heard the community's
overwhelming commitment to racial justice issues”

The board resolution approved this past week notes “the pervasive existence of racial injustice
throughout the United States and the intrinsic link between discrimination based on race and sexual
orientation.”

“People of color comprise fifty percent of the MMOW board of directors.” noted Lazin, “the high-
est percentage of any national LGBT march.A commitment to racial justice has been an integral part
of every previous march, and we have reaffirmed this by assuring that racial justice issues will be
- prominently featured in the Rally on the National Mall and that the March will provide resourcing to
national LGBT people of color organizations.”

To date, March organizers have received more than 40,000 ballots by mail, fax, e-mail, Internet vot-
ing and collection at local community centers and LGBT organizations.

MMOW Pledges Community Commitments

Reaffirming its commitment to strengthening the LGBT movement at all levels, the MMOW board
of directors passed a series of ‘community commitments” during the DC meetings.

“MMOW organizers affirmed their strong commitment to statewide groups, national people of
color organizations and community centers. Generating ongoing support and resources for these
three strategic outreaches of the movement will be one of the lasting legacies of the Millennium
March,” predicted Hardy-Garcia.

“National marches should be a partnership with the entire community;” she added, “and the
MMOW board reaffirmed this partnership with a “Covenant of Commitments.”

Among the commitments, the MMOW board affirmed a pledge to distribute 90% of March profits
1o LGBT causes, with 30% designated for statewide LGBT organizations, 30% designated for national
LGBT organizations of color and 30% yet to be designated.

The board also announced plans to share registration lists for the March and *LGBT Voter 2000"
with local, statewide, regional, and national LGBT organizations. “This partnership of LGBT organiza-
tions at every level will connect tens of thousands of activists with LGBT organizations and serve to
energize our movement and all of our organizations at the start of the new millennium,” said Hardy-
Garcia.

Pictured: MMOW Co-Chairs and DC Council Members
David Cantania and Jirm Graham.

Gift Certificates Available

744 N. 4th St. » Suite #103 » Milwaukee
414.271.0996 « 800.998.2325
fx: 414.271.0555

THEATER TRIPS 2000

An all-inclusive extravaganza!

Trips include:

* Round-trip Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation
* Open bar on Motorcoach *

* Appetizers & Dessert on Motorcoach *
* Dinner w/tax & gratuity *

* Ticket to the
* Cordial for

®

Performance *
Return Trip «

@ "King & I Package”

MilwaukeRestaurant choices: Mimmn's, Safe House or Joha Emst
» January [6th, 2000 ¢

*Marcus Center for the Performing Ans”

¢ departure - 7pm # Return: 9:30pm

“«

A Closer Walk
with Patsy Cline”
Live tribute to country's shining star!
February Sth, 2000 » “Fireside Theater”
Milwaukee departure: 9am * Return: Spm

‘Do Patent Leather
Shoes Really Reflect Up?”

A hilarious musical comedy about growing up Catholic
April Bth, 2000 * "Drury Lane"
Mitwaukee deparfure: 1pm * Return: 10pm

@ & 0nce Upon

a Mattress”

A Merry Musical Romp!
September 23rd, 2000 ¢ “Fireside Theater”
Milwaukee departure: 9am ® Return: Spm

&W Golden Pond”

A Joyous Tale of Warmth and Laughter!
June 3rd,-2000 * “Fireside Theater”
Milwaukee departures: 9am = Return: Spm

E%#esﬂg m

It's the most wonderful time of the year!
November 18th, 2000  “Fireside Theater”
Milwaukee departure: 1pm * Return: 10pm

The Old Orchard Center &

SHOPPING SHUTTLE

Trips includes:* $20 Deluxe Motorcoach * FREE Spree Card

- Depart Milwaukee: 8:15am Brown Deer Park & Ride
» 8:30am Bayshore Park & Ride = 9am Pettit Center * Return to Milwaukee: 4:30-5pm »

Gray Line Tours - Milwaukee

» FREE Gift & Shopping Bag *
* Over 100 Specialty Stores
* December 2nd, 16th & 30th, 1999 »

The Perfect Holiday Gift Idea
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ARCW Gives State
Government a “D” on
AIDS Prevention Efforts

Milwaukee - Wisconsin's first Report Card on AIDS gives Wisconsin State Government a“D”
on preventing new cases of HIV and an “A minus™ on providing care and treatment for people
with HIV and AIDS.The AIDS Report Card released by the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin also
gave the State an “Incomplete” on HIV related public policy.

“In the face of record high caseloads and an AIDS epidemic that now threatens a new genera-
tion of Wisconsin youth, we need a‘straight A’ performance by the State,” said Doug Nelson ARCW
executive director.

The near failing grade on HIV prevention was given for deficient funding of HIV prevention
programs, the absence of a statewide AIDS prevention campaign aimed at reducing new infec-
tions among the Wisconsin's youth and the lack of required AIDS education in public schools.

Wisconsin spends $330,000 annually for HIV prevention programs, 20 times less than the $6.8
million it invests in HIV care and treatment.

“The lives of Wisconsin's youth are on the line. One half of new HIV infections are occurring
among teens and young adults” Nelson said.*Our Kids deserve an ‘A not a'D’on HIV prevention.”
he added. “The State needs to do its homework and make a stronger investment in HIV?

ARCW called upon the State to launch a $1 million statewide AIDS prevention campaign focus-
ing on saving the lives of Wisconsin youth. The proposed campaign would invest in at least one
dozen new HIV prevention youth workers to promote AIDS awareness among young people in
communities throughout Wisconsin. It also includes a statewide multimedia public awareness
campaign to promote HIV prevention; and the integration of Hepatitis C prevention with HIV pre-
vention efforts for injection drug users to address the emerging public health threat of co-infec-
tion with these two fatal diseases.

“This campaign will save lives, Nelson said. “The State has the financial capacity to support it
and needs to muster the political will to make it happen”

In contrast, ARCW gave high marks to the State for how it provides care and treatment for peo-
ple with HIV and AIDS. Wisconsin's Medical Assistance, Insurance Continuation and AIDS Drug
Reimbursement progmams provide access to comprehensive health care and medications for
many people with HIV and AIDS. Wisconsin has also developed and funded a éomprehensive

ortgage

15T SouRCE MORTGAGE is your first source for all your
mortgage needs. Our experienced, licensed professionals
provide the kind of customer service you've been looking for.
We offer a variety of loan programs to fit your unique
needs. In less than 24 hours, you may be preapproved at
no cost or no obligation.

.

USE YOUR HOME EQUITY FOR:

« No MONEY DOWN HOME ~ HOME IMPROVEMENTS
PURCHASE « 125% EequiTy LOANS

« ReFINANCE « FORECLOSURE /BANKRUPTCY

« DEBT CONSOLIDATION PREVENTION

Sourc ortgage

Corporation

Specializing in mortgage lending.
2433 N. Mavrair Roap, #320
Whauwarosa, Wisconsin 53226

(414) 258-5404
TowL rreE (888) 744-5404

social services case management and support system for people with HIV/AIDS.

“While these programs are among the best of their kind in the country, access to health care
for low income people with HIV remains out of reach for many” Nelson saicl. He cautioned that,
“The State must keep pace with the record high caseloads and work with the private sector to
assure that no one with HIV and AIDS is denied health care”

Nelson said that 325 of ARCW’s 1,200 clients are low-income people with HIV and AIDS who
have difficulty accessing health care.

Wisconsin's first AIDS Report Card includes an “incomplete” grade for public policy on AIDS.
ARCW cites the need for a statewide HIV prevention campaign to be included in the next bud-
get and the defeat of Assembly Bill 223 that shuts down effective HIV prevention programs as top
public policy priorities that remain unresolved.

Foundation Fundraiser

The Cream City Foundation (CCF) raised $5000.00 at its recent fundraiser!

Obwviously, the CCF party was a relaxing & friendly affair,
as Bob Mazzicone & Oretha Woffard demonstrate.

Former President, Tony Rhodes,
was honored for his tenure.

The Cream City Foundation Party celebrated the grants
to ARCW, LOC ad mant others.
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WHAT YOUR PROTEASE
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TOLIVE WITH.

Prescribed
medication of
its kind

VIRACEPT IS POWERFUL It's tough on HIV. In many people, VIRACEPT lowered the for the treatment of HIV infection when anti-HIV drug therapy is warranted. It is
amount of HIV in the blood to levels below: the limit of detection of the test used, not yet known whether taking VIRACEPT will help you live longer or reduce the
and substantially increased CD4 cell counts after 24 weeks of triple combination number of infections or other illnesses that can occur with HIV. Some common

therapy. (The clinical significance of changes in viral medications and some HIV related medications

RNA levels in blood has not been established. The Vl WEPT‘ should not be taken with VIRACEPT, For some

virus may still be present in other organ systems.) nelfinavir mesyl ate people, protease inhibitors have been associated

VIRACEPT IS EASY TO LIVE WITH Take it three Baibil et s @ hnid o b T pEe W el with the onset or worsening of diabetes mellitus
times a day with your normal meals or light and hyperglycemia, and with increased bleeding
snacks. VIRACEPT IS GENERALLY WELL TOLERATED People treated with VIRACEPT in patients with hemophilia. Ask your doctor. For more information, call
may experience some side effects; the most common is diarrhea of moderate or toll free 1-888-VIRACEPT or visit www.agouron.com. E
greater intensity in 20% of people in clinical trials. VIRACEPT WORKS It's indicated (Refer to the impartant information on the next page)
e
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nelfinavir mesylate

tablelts and orall powder

information for Patients About VIRACEPT® (Vi-ra-cept)
Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate

For the Treatment of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection

Pieasa read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please read this |eaflet sach time
ruu repew the prescription, just in case an ninn has changed. Thisisa summary and not a
or a careful discussion with your doctor. You and doctor should disouss VL!\ABEPT when you start
R%thls medication and at regular checkups. should remain under a doctor's care when taking
VIRAGEPT and shouldnmchmgeurstuplmmmvunhommst talking with your doctor.

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

VIRAGEPT is used In the treatmant of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) Infection.
Infection with HIV lsads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important ta the immune system.
After a large number of CD4 cells have bean destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune

ds\?lcﬂje.ﬁrtlt P ndmﬂ:sneh;l\ms HIV protease (a protein-cutti ), which ired for HIV to
WO p 4 protein-cutting enzyme), which is requ r
multiply. VIRACEPT has been 1o significantly reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. You should

be aware, however, that the effect of VIRACEPT on HIV in the blood has not been correlated with long-
tarm health benefits. Patients who took UIRAQ‘EEI also had miﬁw\t increases in their CD4 cell count.

VIRACEPT Is usually taken logether with such as Retrovir® (zidovudine,
AZT), Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit® (stavuding, 04T). Taki PT in combination with other
antiretroviral drugs reduces the amount

melm%m oad}andmsascn«%mums
VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and ne
younger than 2 years of age are now laking place

DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS'

VIRAGEPT is not a oure for HIV lnfacﬂun or AIDS. The long-term effects of VIRACEPT are not known at
this time. Peopie taking VIRAGEPT may still develop opportunistic infections or other conditions
assoclated HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumaonia, herpes virus infections,

erium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi's sarcoma.

tis not known whether VIRACEPT will help you live lonqar or reduce the number of infections or other
ilinesses that may occur,

There is no proof that VIRAGEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV 1o others through sexual
contact or blood contamination.

WHO SHOULD DR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together with your doctor, Hw need to decide whether VIRACEPT is appropriate for you. in making
your decision, the following should be considered:

Allergies: Il you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you must not laka VIRACEPT.
‘giorg smlu alsg inform your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as

r

lfmmmt?heamcrsufwmm on pragnant svomen or their unborn babies are not

known. Hyuuanpreumruwnhnmbmnaprﬂnau you should tell your doctor before taking

VIRACEPT.

m'i?br that if habydua ntakasdyhaveﬂlvmis cmnoe H{mmrbahva
aware fn a can be
breast: *Wo shou breast-feed it

years of age or older. Studies in infants
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like pudding.
Instructions on how to take VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be

If you have liver disease: V| hasnotuunsmdiedmpeupuwlmﬁwdlm It you have liver
M.mshmﬂtﬂwdodwmwmrnqmmm

Other medical problems: Cartain medical wmmmolwmmm
mmmmmmmmmaﬂmm mmemm

-mmn?mw
--Mm for allergies
.uuhm:ér 'h:m also known }omuun' Quinidex® and others
: ‘%m Honacho as ?lrﬁloqdn' '
'Tmémmﬁwwmm" serious and/or fife-threatening adverse events.
cause

.“ " ; L}

mmww ab:&mnas .Irmchm' Rifadin®, Rifater®, or Rifamate®

if you take VIRACEPT with: .
mw{m%;mwmmmammmmm
nmummnmummmmm
Phenmm(mlaahn'wmm}

(Tegrelol® and athers)
mwmdmﬂnmoumdﬂﬂ&ﬁiﬂinmmm make it less effective.

It! o mepﬂlﬁgpmnmw you should use a different type of contraception since

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH GTHER ANTI-HIV DRUGS?
r with other anti-HIV drugs Iincreases their abi

TMVIRMEPH lity to fight the virus. It also
reduces the mmmmm Bmdanyourhistoryoltakingotrurmti-ﬂw
mﬁiclm.yomﬁomarmlldkmywmmw other anti-HIV medicines. These
should be taken in a certain order or sponﬂcmmsuﬁll on how times a day
mwmmummmnwmmmnnmnm taken with or food.
analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when VIRACEPT was given with;
Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT)
-Epwir(umualm.s‘rc)

ne,
IdeaL(dldanm?dI‘
1f you are taking both (dd1) and VIRACEPT: Videx should be taken without food, an an empty
swmg Therefore, ywslwu!ﬂmuVIRACEPTmmfnodmhumanermmmlrmlmhourswm
you Videx.

Nonnucieoside mﬁmuhllhﬂ:u NNRTIs
i mvmucemsmmgm y ¥
* Viramune® (nevi

The amount of VI

uuyhefedumﬂ Studies are now taking place to leamn about
menhﬁmtmmmmmﬂ%ﬁm ramune.
Other NNRTIs

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTIs.

Other wﬂm inhibitors:
When VIRACEPT is taken togather with:
« Crixivan® (indinavir)
The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there are no safety and efficacy
data available from the use of this combination
= Norvir™ (ritonavir
The amuum of VIRAGEPT in your blood may be incréased. Currently, there are no safaty and efficacy
data available from the use of this combination.
= [nvirase® (saquinavir) p l
The amount of saacluimr in your blood may be ingreased. If used.in combination with saquinavir hard
gelatin ;u‘fsulas 600 mg times daily, no dose adjustments are needed. Currently, there are no

data available from the use of this combination.
WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT?

Like all medicines, VIF can cause side effects. Most of the side effecls experienced with
VIRAGEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea is the most common side effect in people taking
VIRAGEPT, and most adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment. In clinical
studies, about 20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 myg (thres tab ets) three times daily had four or
more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled using fhan medicines, such
as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and others, which are avallable without Rmiln

Other side effects that occurred in 2% pr more of patients receiving Vi ! nclude abdominal pain,
asthonia, nausea, flatulence, and rash.

There were other side eflects noted in clinical studies that occurred In less than 2% of patients receiving
VIRACEPT. However, these side affects may have been due to other drugs that nis were taking or to
the illness itsell. Excapt for diarrhed, there were nat many differences in side tiants who took
VIRAGEPT along with other drugs compared with those who ook only the other drugs. For a complete list
of side effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmagist.

HOW SHOULD | TAKE VIRACEPT?
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The Story Behind the Winchell Murder

Continued from Cover Page

Winchell found his niche in the US Army. He earned two Army Medals of Commendation, a
highly unusual feat for someone his age. When he was killed, Winchell was awaiting reassignment
to a helicopter pilot training program. He was proud to serve with the 101st Airborne Division,
an elite unit of the US Army.

The reports tell us that the harassment began after Fisher told others that Winchell went to a
Nashville Gay bar. The young man, who thought he'd finally found his place in life began to see
it slipping away. There was no one to help him put it all back in place again,

At Glover’s pre-trial hearing, Company Sargent Michael Kleifgen testified “They called him a

‘faggot’ and stuff like that, I would say on a daily basis A lot of times, he was walking around down -

in the dumps” He also testified that he did nothing to stop the abuse. “Everybody was having
fun explained the Sargent. It is not mentioned that “everybody” didn’t include Winchell.

Other testimony showed that Glover's was not the first attack on Winchell. During a scuffle,
Fisher hit him in the head with a dustpan striking him so hard that Winchell needed stitches to
close the wound. Despite the injury,Winchell’s Sargent insisted on keeping the two men as room-
mates.

Testifying at Glover’s trial, Kleifgen admitted to filing a com-
plaint against another Sargent who called Winchell a *drunk-
en faggot,” in front of his fellow soldiers. He also stated that his
superiors and the Fort Campbell Inspector General ignored
the complaint.

Sergeants don't normally file complaints on one another.
Kleifgen's breach of that unwritten rule says something to
Dixon Osburn Co-Director of the Service Members Legal
Defense Network, SLDN. Osburn told W7 Light, “It indicates to
me that the level of harassment was very serious.”

Kleifgen's complaint was a formal one, but it was not the
only one. Other soldiers testified that they had complained
about the way Winchell was treated. Like Sgt. Kleifgen, they
were ignored.

Winchell, himself said nothing. Other than telling a sol-
dier’s wife that he was Gay, Winchell denied being homosex-
val.

He had few options. Under the “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell” pol-
icy, admitting that he was Gay would have meant a discharge.
Furthermore, as Osburn and others point out, soldiers who
complain about anti-Gay harassment are themselves investi-
gated and discharged, while no action is taken against their
tormentors. “In the six years of “Don’t Ask Don't Tell” no one
has ever been disciplined for harassing Lesbian and Gay mili-
tary personnel,” said Osburn.

Winchell may have felt trapped. Filing a complaint would
end his career. The Army was a place where his dyslexia was
not holding him back. The US Army was his life. As the court
martial record shows, in the end, the Army’s neglect would
cost him that life.

As word of the attack spread through Fort Campbell, the

“phone started to ring at SLDN's office. The callers said that this was not a simple barracks dis-
pute. Others at the base called to tell SLDN that Winchell's murder was a hate crime.

Despite statements from others in Winchell’s company, the Army continued to deny that his
homosexuality had anything to do with his murder.Then in a move that Osburn calls “turning the

tank around,"Army Prosecutor Captain Greg Engler admitted that it had everything to do with the

killing,

Engler said told Glover’s court martial that his hatred of Gays drove Glover to kill Winchell. It
was a remarkable statement coming from someone who had consistently denied that the killing
was a hate crime.

The Court martial itself was somewhat remarkable. Glover had already pled guilty to
unpremeditated murder, a charge that carries the same maximum penalty that premeditated mur-
der does, life in prison without parole. Yet, Engler pressed ahead with the premeditated murder
charge, knowing that it would prove to be a major embarrassment to the Army.

In the end, the Court martial convicted Glover of premeditated murder and sentenced him to
life in prison with the possibility of parole.

The fallout from the murder reached all the way to the Pentagon. Two months ago, it acted
on a 1996 report and issued regulations that restrict investigations into the sexual orientation of
service members and require training on how to deal with Gays in the military.

If the Pentagon’s move was a PR ploy, it didn't work. Outrage built as the trial brought forth
clear evidence that the Fort Campbell command ignored Winchell’s plight and may in fact have
contributed to it. Here was a clear cut example of a model Gay soldier paying a high price to serve
his country.

On Monday, December 13, 1999 the US Secretary of Defense announced the “Don’t Ask Don't
Tell Policy” will be reworked.

A Matthew Shepard Memorial

Clintons Speak Out

As the facts came out, newspapers, commentators and even First Lady Hillary Clinton called
for an end to “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” and a lifting of the ban on LGBT military service. " Fitness to
serve in the military should be based on one’s conduct, not one's sexual orientation,” she said,

The President said he was “profoundly saddened” by the case and pledged to CBS News that
he would work with the Pentagon to find a way to fix it.“It’s out of whack, now.” he said.

“I can only hope that this last brutal beating death of a gay soldier will give some sobering
impetus to re-examination of how this policy is implemented, and whether we can do a better
job of fulfilling it’s original intent,” Clinton said."Its a original intent was that people not be root-
ed out”

Neither of those developments will happen soon. As Mrs. Clinton said, there is no chance of
Congress lifting the ban. She and others believe that the best hope for now is to ensure that the
military treat its Gay personnel fairly.

Many people doubt that is possible. As Glover's trial made clear, six years after the implemen-
tation of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell" the policy is routinely ignored and Gays in the military face verbal
and physical abuse. Osburn says, the Pentagon must do more
than issue new regulations; it must enforce them.

He told W7 Light that“phase three” of the Winchell episode
is about to begin. SLDN will watch to see what action the
Army takes against Fort Campbell personnel, who violated
“Don’t Ask Don't Tell” and ignored the complaints about how
Winchell was treated. They won't be alone.

On Friday, December 10, in the wake of renewed public
interest in “Don't Ask Don’t Tell” Pentagon Spokesman
Kenneth Bacon defended it."1 don't think that you can declare
the policy a failure based on one gruesome murder at one
Army post,” he said. That statement ignores dozens of docu-
mented cases of harassment directed at LGBT service mem-
bers.

“I don’t think that you can declare
a policy a failure based on one
gruesome murder . . ."

- Pentagon Spokesman

“Don't Ask Don't Tell” was intended to allow Gays to serve
in the military, but discharges handed to LGBT service mem-
bers have increased since its implementation, so too has harass-
ment of military personnel, who are perceived to be Gay.

Yet, the Pentagon continues to deny that anything is wrong.
That denial makes the Winchell case an important one. Osburn
says,”I think this case shatters any illusions that ‘don’t ask, don’t
tell, don't pursue’is somehow a benign policy” he said. “This is
a policy of violence”

Winchell's mother, Mrs. Walter Kutteles agrees. “We knew
Barrycuuldbc deployed and come into harm’s way for our country. We never dreamed that he
would be killed by labeling, prejudice and hatred at home, she said. “*Don't ask, don't tell, don't
pursue’ did not protect our son. It won't protect anyone else’s child. This policy must end”

That end may not come anytime soon, but the murder of PFC Barry Winchell could help bring
it about. The murder exposed the reality of Army life for Gay soldiers even when they perform
exceptionally well as Winchell did.

His death brings reinforces the arguments against “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” and the military ban
on openly Gay service members. Gay activists are hoping that a complete policy change will be
the result, but outside of SLDN, they've done little to bring forth the type of public outcry that is
needed for such a change to become possible.

“How many (deaths) will it take before we can get
angry again?”
- Miriam Ben-Shalom

Some vets like Miriam Ben-Shalom are upset that LGBT groups have not done more to remem-
ber Winchell.“How many will it take before we can get angry again? Five, six, eight? When will
our leaders tell me it's okay to get angry again,” she asks.

Ben Shalom’s question is one of many revolving around the death of PFC Barry Winchell. While
the military, the politicians and the activists ponder them, we are left with yet another set of haunt-
ing images:a weeping mother. a flag draped coffin,a 21 gun salute and a battered young man who
had overcome adversity in order to serve his country.

Some of our national leaders may not be paying attention but others are. “We're still getting
calls from other Gay soldiers at Fort Campbell. They are telling us that they are also being

Jharassed” said Osburn. He declined to give specifics about those calls, but he did say,“They're

worried that they may be the next Barry Winchell”



12 WILght December 15-21, 1999 News & Zsiitics

www.wilight.com

Nadine Steps into Bill’s ‘Heels’

Confinued from page 3 sent, we can be an example to the larger society as a whole.

“I have only been in Milwaukee fOr a few short months but 1 really
believe that this newspaper, and its potential, is a vital ingredient in this
communities future, not just within the state of Wisconsin but through-
out the country as a whole. With an engaged and regular readership,
along with a supportive advertising and financial community, this group
on South 2Znd Street cin make a difference.”

“I believe that we are a microcosm of society at large. We come from
all walks of life, various economic stratas, cultures, races, religions, If we
can strive to accept the differences, and bond together with tolerance
and acceptance, then we as a community, will be stronger and able to
obtain those rights we still are not afforded. 1 also feel that if we can
come together and unite without the ‘in-fighting’ that is so often pre-

A little more on
Nadine

Nadine, in 1988, ended up on numerous televi-
sion news shows, as well as the cover of many East
Coast magazines and papers when her son John
wias expelled [rom a Christiin Nursery school
because he had AIDS. The coverage continued for
many years until his death in September of 1992,

As an accomplished photographer. specializing
in Socially Responsible photography, Ms. Walther
has received various awards. She is most proud of
her works Forgotten Children. Soup Kitchen Lire,
and Strong Arms. She is currently working on a
series called The 23rd Psalm which takes the
Psalm and photographs it in an urban setting. The
rationale is,"if a person lives in a densely populat-
ed urban area, what relevance do the words ‘lie
down in green pastures, have. 1 believe my pho-
tographs in the series will explain the relevance as
well as stir the souls of individuals who are bibli-
cally wooden literalists.”

“Mary’s Tear" from Nadine's Forgotten Children Suite of photographs.

Do You Enjoy Singing?

The Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra Chorus is now
scheduling auditions!

Call 414-967-1905
to schedule an audition
or for more information.

Visit us on the web:
wiww.milwaukeesymphony.org/chorus.htm
email: sacramnt@execpc.com

Thinking of Mortgage Financing?

GET PREAPPROVED NOW!

MID-CONTINENTAL
MORTGAGE, INC.

FREE Consultations * FREE Pre-Approvals
Weekend & Evening Appointments Available

Candace Guelig or Claudio Lanza
Phone: (414) 783-7201

Fax: (414) 783-5196
1-877-VA-LEND-RS

SAVE Up To $200 on Closing Costs

"Mantion or bring in ad fo receive offer
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View from

the E%

By Nikki Schlaishunt

What Phase Are
You In?

was at a party recently where over half
I the guests were Gay men and the

other half, if not queer, were at least
open-minded. I felt comfortable in this
environment and when the topic came up
I felt safe talking about both my own bisex-
ual identity, and bisexuality in general. 1
was having a great conversation with sev-
erdl others when a Gay man who was pass-
ing by turned to me and said.“Bisexuality is
just a phase”

Ouch.  There’s nothing like having
someone tell you that your reality isn't
valid.

So, I've been thinking, what does that
mean exactly? “Bisexuality is just a phase”
This is one of the big Bisexual stereotypes:
bisexuality is a period of experimentation
that young, sexually immature people go
through and grow out of. They are just
confused. They are in denial. They find it
easier to come out slowly by first saying
they are Bi, and working up to coming to
terms with actually being Lesbian/Gay.

The fact is that 1 can’t say that any of
these are wrong, or that any of these do
not exist. All young people go through a
period of sexual exploration as a means of
sorting out who they are and how they
feel and for many this includes both homo-
sexual and heterosexual experiences.
Some people are confused and experi
menting is how they work it out. Some
people are in denial; fear is a difficult thing
for anyone to face,and being different than
“main stream” society does have its risks.
Some people feel that, for them, coming
out “slowly” by first saying they are
Bisexual is easier I can't make someone
else’s decisions, and I can’t tell someone
else what their inner reality is. For
myself, adolescence was both painful and
incredibly confusing. My first lover was a
woman—my best friend. 1 grew up in a
small town, and although I knew about it, I
didn’t actually know anyone who was Gay

or Lesbian. Nevertheless, I somehow got -

the message that 1 was supposed to
choose—men or women. [ mean, this
thing with my best friend was just a phase,
right? I was supposed to grow out of this,
wasn't I?
The thing that really messed me up was
that, although I hadn't had a boyfriend, |
s very attracted to boys. Since I thought
I had to choose one or the other, I thought
that this must mean [ was straight and that
my best friend was just a phase. For years
I stifled my attraction for women because
I didn’t think I could be attracted to both.
Seventeen years later, I am still attracted
to men and to women. Asking me to pick
one would be like telling me I can choose
lobster or chocolate (two of my favorites),
but not both. Sure T could survive without
one or the other—we all can survive on
bread and water—but my life would lose
something rich and delicious either way.
[ got this analogy from a good friend of

mine. He explained that he is Gay because
women were like green beans to him—
not bad, just not what he really wanted.
For him, the choice would be more like
choosing between green beans and choco-
late. Unless you are an avid green bean fan
or you hate chocolate, I think the choice
here is obvious.

So,is my liking both lobster and choco-
late just a phasez Will my friend “mature”
into liking green beans? One of the defini-
tions of“phase” in Webster's dictionary is,"a
stage in a process of change or develop-
ment” An example would be the different
developmental phases of childhood. While
it is true that we all continue to grow and
change throughout our lives, the basic for-
mat of who we are is pretty much set by
the time we become adults. Speaking as

an adult, I don’t think this definition of

“phase” describes my sexual identity very
well.

The dictionary definition of*phase” that
I think fits bisexuality best is, “any of the
major appearances or aspects in which a
thing of varying modes or conditions man-
ifests itself to the eve or mind” Bisexuality
is not always apparent, but manifests
through appearances or aspects—people
wearing the pink/purple/blue triangles,
wearing Bi buttons. talking about Bi behav-
ior or just plain saying they are Bi.

Bisexuality is highly variable, and means
different things to different people. One
person might identify as Bi even if their
behavior is only hetero or homo because
they find themselves attracted to both
sexes.  Another might identify as Bi

because they like to get physical with both

sexes, but they only enjoy relationships
with one sex. This is only two very simpli-
fied examples of the vast array of com-
plexity that we in the Bi community like to
call bisexuality. This is the “phase” we are
in. How about you?

DesigniNg Men

1200 South First Street » Milwaukee » (414) 369-1200
Man-Thur Noon-7pm; FrifSat Noon-9pm; Sun Noon-6pm
Plenty of Free Parking. In the Heart of the Gay Districl.

See Our Ads on the Back Page % Py 22

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
for Sales Reps.

Energetic Part Time Sales People to
represent us in your home town:
Madison, Green Bay & NE W,
Kenosha/Racine, Janesville, Eau
Clair, LaCrosse, Central and NW
Wisconsin. Great commissions,
wonderful boss!

Call Nadine now at (414) 226-0075
or fax resume at (414) 226-0096.
Join the growing family at

WiLight

AVideoBar
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It happened not

too long ago
by Terry Boughner, PhD.

According to the Milwarhee fournal Sentinel
a young man, a youth pastor on the staff of the
Elmbrook Church, committed suicide. The paper
satid that he did this after it was alleged that he had
sex with a teenaged boy. Subsequently, according
to the Journal. other boys said they had had sex
with the young man.

For those of you outside Milwaukee who may
not be familiar with the Elmbrook Church, it is
non-denominational congregation and the biggest
of its kind in Wisconsin. Located in the Milwaukee
suburb of Brookfield, its Sunday services are regu-
larly broa: :ast on Channel 12, one of the major
TV stations in the area.

You should also know that according to gov-
ernment figures, the great majority of men who
have sex with children are straight men who have
sex with girls. Not that that makes it right, but it's
a fact.

The young man who killed himself was hearti-
ly condemned. On the other hand, there was a
tremendous out-pouring of sympathy for the
boys. Rev. Stuart Briscoe, the Senior Pastor sent a
letter to the editor of the journal, writing weep-
ing words over the “tragedy” of underage sex and
thanking everyone for their understanding of the
church's trauma over the “poor” boys and “out-
rage” over the young man's suicide.

I had followed the story closely. The church’s
outrage?! Weren't things being misplaced? Rev.

Briscoe’s letter was the last straw.

Something was not being said here. All right,
sex with kids is wrong, but maybe the young man
was Gay. If he was Gay, maybe, just maybe, he
wouldn't have sought that outlet, sex with young
boys, and maybe, just maybe, he wouldn't have
killed himself, if he had been accepted and
affirmed in his orientation. I knew the Elmbrook
Church wouldn't have done that. They thought
being Gay was an outright sin, an abomination
and that is what the church taught.

It ran across my mind that the young pastor,
and Gays in general, were as much a part of this
tragedy as were the kids. Briscoe ought to be told
that.

With that in mind, I wrote Rev. Briscoe a letter.
It was not a nice letter, not kind. 1 told him who [
was, [ told him exactly what I thought and why: 1
told him that he should get up in front of his con-
gregation of thousands, dressed in “sackcloth and
ashes™ and tell his people that they were, in part,
to blame for all that had happened. He should tell
them that God loved Gay people; that being Gay
was no sin; that they should accept and affirm Gay
love. It was a long letter. There was more, a2 whole
lot more.

I sent the letter.

To my surprise, [ got a response. Rev. Briscoe
asked me to come to see him and talk. If 1 was will-
ing to do that, I was to phone his secretary Ms
Douglas and set up an appointment.

I did just exactly that. Jerry, my spouse, and |
would be there on December 2.1 must say that
Ms. Douglas was as warm as December in the
North Pole.

In the following days and nights 1 went over
and over in my head all the things we might argue
about. 1 read Greek: I read Hebrew, The usual
Biblical passages preachers haul out would be no
problem. But what else would he say? About being

Gay, about same-sex love? I had what | thought
were the answers to all that too. The night before
we were to go to meet Briscoe was sleepless.

Was 1 going in hostile? You bet. People had
warned me to be pleasant and, above all, polite.
Well, 1 thought as I muttered about having to
climb the stairs (with my feet as they are), we'll
try. (Later, I would find out there were elevators.)

You've got to understand that 1 wasn't there o
interview Briscoe. I didn’t think about writing a
story. All 1 wanted to do was make my points
about Gay people and get out of there. 1 had been
told that I wouldn't change his mind and I knew
he wouldn't change mine. E

Briscoe proved to be quite a bit different from
what I expected. First of all, he was warm and
friendly. Secondly, he gave me his time. We spent
well over an hour sitting in his small, but comfort-
able, office. Not once did his phone ring or any-
one knock on the door to interrupt us.

He's a very good listener. He listened and [
talked. Jerry talked. He talked. And the whole
time, everything was most friendly. He used my
title (D). ] used his. We even shared a joke or two.
To my utter surprise what we had was a dialogue,
not an acrimonious debate.

A couple of things impressed me (and remem-
ber, I wasn't making a tape or taking notes), One
was that he wasn't what we ordinarily think of as
homophobic. He's an Englishman and seems to
have the European attitude of quasi-acceptance of
Gays. Nevertheless, he knows little about us. For
example, even though he'd been to Auschwitz, he
didn't know the Nazis killed Gays. Nor did he
seem to know any of the rest of our history: 1
should say, he does now.

We indulged in some exegesis of passages of
scripture (all the usual ones about Gays). I do not
know if my translations and interpretations did
anything to change his thinking. He certainly did-

n't say anything to change the way I think.

For example, 1 told him that I believed that
Jesus was at least a decade younger than is usual
ly taught. He didn’t have any problem with that. |
said that the way I read the four Gospels, Jesus

7as Gay. Briscoe in no way agreed with me on
that. He didn’t change my thinking in the least.

We talked a bit about whether or not there is
objective truth. We didn't solve that problem, but
then, neither has anyone else in the last 3,000
years or so. Like a legion of others before me, |
enjoyed talking about the problem. 1 think he did
100,

We also talked about compassion vs. convic-
tion. We  did not reach any agreement on that
either As before, [ enjoyed debating it with him.

1 told him he ought to have an openly Gay per-
son speak one Sunday from his pulpit to talk
about Gay history and our culture. I didn't get any
real response from that. 1 suspect it's,"don't hold
your breath!”

He denied, rather firmly, that he was in any way
homophobic. I came to believe him. [ think he
actually believes that being Gay and loving some-
one of your own gender is a sin. I thought that
while we were talking and nothing 1 said would
change his mind.

There were other things we three talked
about,many other things. I'll remember them after
[ send this off. When the dialogue was over, he
gave Jerry and I a short tour of the church. My
God, is that place immense. The sanctuary alone
can seat 3,500, while the chapel seats 800.

[ was glad we were able 1o shake hands at the
end and leave on friendly terms. As an off-hand
thing, very casual, I asked Briscoe and his wife to
join Jerry and I at our home for Christmas dinner.

My God, a day later he accepted! He was told
there'd be all Gay people there, 5o maybe there's
hope for the old boy yet.
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The Green Mile

Review by John Jahn

The Green Mile represents the sec-
ond teaming of Director Frank Darabont
with Writer Stephen King, their first out-
ing together resulting in another prison-
centered movie, The Shawshank
Redemption. Though outwardly similar,
The Green Mile adds the element of the

H:ﬁ.'.rﬁﬁl WARNER

Torm Hanks, Michael Clarke Duncan and David Morse
in The Green Mile

supernatural and, despite being from
King’s pen, it's not a horror film. Rather,
it contains a story of redemption and
the message that miracles can be
found in the most improbable places.

The setting is the Coal Mountain
Louisiana State Penitentiary's death
row (known as the “Green Mile") in
1935. The story unfolds as a retelling
from an aged exprison guard, Paul
Edgecomb (Tom Hanks). We encounter
Paul's fellow guards - his best friend,
Brutus Howell (David Morse); hand-
some and impetuous Dean Stanton
(Barry Pepper); veteran Harry
Terwilleger (Jeffrey DeMunn); and a
newcomer: a sadistic coward with high-
placed connections named Percy
Wetmore (Doug Hutchison).

A new inmate arrives, John Coffey
(Michael Clarke Duncan), a mountain
of a man convicted of a double murder
- a situation at odds with his pleasant,
gentle demeanor. A Cajun death row

Qut Gay actor, Michael Jetter, plays the cajun deathrow
inmate in The Green Mile

Tom Hanks as Paul Edgecomb in The Green Mile

mate is Eduard Delacroix (played by
openly Gay actor Michael Jeter). While
Percy torments the prisoners, Paul and
the others form tentative bonds with
them. As Paul becomes more and more
intrigued by Coffey, he makes a remark-
able discovery about him, gradually
coming to realize that something
extremely unusual may be at work on
the Green Mile.

The Green Mile is truly an intimate
epic, with superb character develop-
ment and an interesting plot unfolding
gradually throughout its 3-hour plus
length. Thankfully, the final act is well
worth the long wait, possessing consid-
erable emotional impact. By keeping
the focus on the characters more than
the plot, Darabont generally keeps you
engrossed, but there are times when
the transparency of the narrative results
in predictability.

Minor problems aside, The Green
Mile is a powerful motion picture. All the
characters are welldrawn and ably por-

MANSFIELD PARK

Jormy
Les MiLLER

7 ok Sowmum’

RCAVNCTON
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trayed, with Hanks an obvious stand-out
among them. Hutchison does a good
job making us hate him. A real sensa-
tion, however, is Duncan, whose por-
trayal of the mysterious Coffey is often
touching and occasionally wrenching.
This is an Oscarcalibre performance.
Stephen King stories turned into
movies have either been excellent or
schlocky. The Green Mile easily falls

Dawd Morse as Brutus Howell in The Green Mile

into the former category. Darabont's
manipulation of audience emotion is
skillful, making the film a moving expe-

rience, one that earns all those tears it
causes to flow. Look for The Green Mile
on many a critic’s Top Ten list - a place
it surely deserves.

3 1/2 Stars

Barry Pepper's Dean Straton in The Green Mile
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Room
Service

Review by John Jahn

f you saw Room Service on Next
l Act's 19992000 Theatre sched-

ule and thought, “Well,
that's just going to be a
stage version of that old
Marx Brothers movie,” you
were mistaken. If you didn’t
know it already, Room
Service started out, in fact,
as a stage production in
1937, written by John
Murray and Allen Boretz,
and produced and directed
by George Abbott.

The original Broadway
run of Room Service ran for
61 weeks. In 1938, it was
given the Marx Brothers
feature film treatment via
an adaptation by Morrie
Ryskind. Next Act Theatre's
current production isn’t
merely the original play or
the movie, but a combina
tion of both, with additional
Marx Brothers material
from other films thrown in
for good measure. The
result is an exciting to
watch, often hilarious and
unpredictable romp.

The entire story of the play takes
place in the White Way Hotel room of
Gordon Miller/Groucho (Norman
Moses). He and his zany companions,
Harry/Chico (Michael Herold) and
Faker/Harpo (Ray Jivoff) scheme to
pay off debts, keep from being tossed
into the street or arrested, and in the
meantime, help out a struggling play-
wright, Leo Davis (Gerard Neugent).

The characters in Room Service are
two-dimensional; the plot is silly; the
final act is completely predictable.
Normally, knowing these things would

lead you to avoid such a production,
but if you're looking for fully-developed
characters, an intricate plot and an
unexpected outcome, what are you
doing at a play centering on the Marx
Brothers?! The real questions must
be: Do Moses, Herold and Jivoff pull
off their portrayals? Do they fulfill
expectations of bringing the ‘classic

Roam Service at the Next Act Theatre. In back: Norman Moses & Michael

Herald In front: Ray Jivoff

Room Service actors, left to nght: Norman Moses, Ray Jvoff & Michael Herold,
fulfill expectations and bring the Marx Brathers to life.

Marx Brothers to life before your
eyes? Emphatically, Room Service
answers “yes.”

Room Service moves along
superbly, feeling half its length.
Between-acts shenanigans conducted
by the loony trio give the whole a spon-
taneous feel, with a tinge of nostalgia
for those of us who have seen many
of those Marx Brothers film gems.
The entire cast is finely directed by

David Cecsarini, and the scenic
design by Rick Rasmussen nicely
recreates an art deco hotel room.
Now, if all of it was only in glorious
black and white..

Room Service can be seen through
December 19th at the Stiemke
Theater, 108 E. Wells St., Milwaukee.
For tickets and showtimes, call (414)
224-9490.

&
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The Dutton Family Holiday Show, UW
Whitewater (Whitewater): One night
only, Irvin L. Young Auditorium, 930 W.
Main St. 7:30pm.

Black Nativity, Hansberry Sands
Theatre (Milwaukee): Celebrate the
season Langston Hughes' story for all
ages. Directed Willie Abney, Gospel Music featuringthe
Wisconsin Youth Choir. Gray's Conference Center
Sanctuary, 6618 N. Teutonia. Tonight & Saturday at
8pm, Sunday at 4pm. Tickets $12 advance, $15 at
the door. ($10 for groups & students advance only).
(414) 616PLAY. Pick up at Readers Choice Bookstore
or Edith & Taylor Gospel Shop.

Holiday Punch, Dale Gutzman Productions
(Milwaukee): This 21st edition will focus both on
Christmas and the very special new year. Dear Ruthie
makes an appearance on Santa's knee; skelches,
medieys and special appearances.

Featured: (left to night)
Charles Hanel as Father Tim Farle
Michael Morgan as the rebellious Mark Dolson.

Mass Appeal, Boulevard Studio Theatre
(Milwaukee): This comedy by Bill C. Davis, Directed by
Paula Suozzi, explores the relationship between an
older, cynical prest and a younger trusting priest with
polgnant humor. Cortinues through Jan, 9 2252 S.
Kinnickinnic Ave. (414) 744.5757

Poets Tim Grair and Phred Dintenfass, Woodland
. Pattem Book Center (Milwaukee): the Urban Voices
series is held the third Friday of every month. Local
Gay poet Grair, cohost of Y-Not 2's poetry slam and
editor of the Bluff Magazine website; is joined by
Dintenfass for a reading. Local writers also are invited
to read their work during an open mic. 720 E. Locust
St., 7pm, $3, $2 for open mic readers, (414) 263
5001.

Memories of Christmas in Song,

Ameritech Chorus (Milwaukee): Under

the direction of Dr. James Norden, pre-

sent their Christmas concert. First
Lutheran Church, 7400 W. Lapham St., West Allis;
2pm, $5, Tickets at the door.

Be There With Belis On, Lorie Line

(Milwaukee): Lore Line and her
1 Pop Chamber Orchestra, holiday

concert. One night only, Milw.
Auditorium.,

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for
Freelance Photo Jourmnalist

Community Oriented Part Time
Writer. Photographers to cover your
home town: Madison, Green Bay &
MNE WI, Kenosha/Racine. Janesville,
Eau Claire, LaCrosse, Central and
NW Wisconsin. Great commissions,
wonderful boss!

Call Nadine now at (414) 226-0075
or fax resume to (414) 226-0096.
Join the growing family at
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Group Exhibiton, Michael H. Lord Gallery
(Milwaukee): Main gallery presentation of a selection
of paintings, prints, sculptures by artists who have
exhibited in the gallery during the past year. Plus the
addition of modem glass movement artist, Dale
Chihuly. Continues through the end of the year. 420
E. Wisconsin Ave. (414) 2721007,

A Christmas Carol, Milw. Rep (Milwaukee):
Continues through Dee. 26, Pabst Theater,

An American Impressionist in France, Lakeshore
Gallery (Milwaukee): Original oil paintings by Thomas
Trausch, Leon Belsky and Bette Sellars. Continues
through Dec. 31, 4401 N. Oaklang Ave, (414) D64
2540

Breathless, or Is There Sex After Asthma, Broom
Street Theater (Madison): Original comedy with a
happy ending written and directed by Broom's Joel
Gersmann. Continues through December 19, Broom
Street Theater, 1119 Willamsen St.; times vary, $7
at the door, (608) 244-8338.

Curt Frankensteln, Art Elements Gallery (Mequon):
Paintings and Etchings. Comtintes through Dec. 31.
10050 N. Pt. Washington Rd. (262) 241-7040
Duke’s Place, Miiler Cabaret Series (Milwaukee): A
tribiite to Edward Dule Ellington celebrating his music
following performances of Fiddler, Continues through
Dec, 18, Skylight Bar, 2nd Floor, 158 N. Broadway,
10:30pm, Free.

Fiddler on the Roof, Cabot Theatre (Milwaukee):
Music by Jerry Bock, an American musical classic.
Continues through Dec. 19; Broadway Theatre
Complex, 158 N. Broadway, $1249, student/sr dis-
counts, (414) 291-7800,

Forever Plaid, Marcus Center Vogel Hall
(Milwaukee): A heavenly musical hit parade.
Continues through Feb, 13; Vogel Hall, 123 E. State
St $28.5035.50 (414) 2737208

Gallery Exhibit, Lakeshore (Shorewood): The work of
Russian abstractionist Mihall Cmeniakin. Continues
through Dec. 30. 4401 N. Oakland Avenue, (414)
964-2540.

Holiday Hell, In Tandem Productions (Milwaukee):
Continues throlgh Dec. 19; Broadway Thester Center,
Studio Theater, 150 N. Broadway.

Holiday Memories, Theatre X (Milwaukee): Double
bill of oneact plays. Continues through Dec. 19;
Broadway Theater Center, Studio Theatre, 158 N.
Broadway.

Old Friends Gather, Rep's Stackner Cabaret
(Milwaukee): Salute to the spectacular career of Paul
Simon. Continues through Jan, 9; Stackner Cabaret,
Miwaukee Center, 2rd fioor, 108 E. Wells. time
varies, Tickets range from $1525, call (414) 224
9490.

Photos by Richard Waswo, Lakeshore Gallery
(Shorewood): The photographic work of local artist
Richard Waswo. On exhibit through Dec, 30. 4401 N,
Oakland Ave., (414) 964-2540.

Retablo Art Exhibit , Walker's Point Center for the
Arts (Milwaukee): Retablos are a traditional Mexican
art form with brightly colored paintings on various
shapes and forms made of tin. Continues through
Jan. 8, 911 W. National Ave., (414)672-2787.
Room Service, Next Act Theatre (Milwaukee): A
hilaridus Marx Brothers romp with Norman Moses as
Groucho, Ray Jivoff as Hampo and Michael Herold as
Chico, Continues through the 18th. Marcus Center
Stiemke Theater, $18:26, {(414) 224-9490.

Sho Nuff Gospel Music, Andre Ellis and Co.
(Milwaukee): Continues through Dec. 19, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Center Theater, 1531 W, Viiet St.
The Little Drummer Boy, First Stage Milwaukee

(Milwaukee): Continues through Dec, 24; Todd Wehr

Theatre, Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.

The Nutcracker Milwaukee Ballet (Milwaukee):]
Continues through Dec. 29; Marcus Center, Ulhlein
Hall.

The Santaland Diarles, Blalystock & Bloom Co.
(Milwaukee): Continues through Dec. 20, Walker's
Point Center for the Arts, 911 W. National Ave., tick-
ets $12; (414) 221-7055.

The Three Muskateers, Madison Rep & University
Theatre (Madison): Jim DeVita's new adaptation of
Alexandre Dumas' classic. Continues through Dec.
19; UW Mitchell Theatre, Tickets at Vilas Hall Box
Office, 821 Univ. Ave.; $20-25, (608) 262-1500.

Lesbian Singles Discussion Group,
Milwaukee LGBT Community
Center (Milwaukee): Every 3rd
Thursday. 170 S. 2nd St. 7-
8:30pm (414) 271-2656

Free Flim Screening, SAGE (Milwaukee):
Screening of the film The Object of My Affection,
the story of the relationship between a straight
woman and a Gay man, exploring the fine line
between sex and friendship. LGET Community
Center, 170'S. 2nd St., small meeting room.
6:30pm, (414) 2710378,

BWMT Meeting, Black and White
Men Together (Milwaukee): An
inter-racial men’s social organize-
tion offers friendship, comraderie
and possibly new loves. Meets the third Saturday
of the month. LGBT Community Center, 170 S.
2nd St; 79pm, (414) 4614586, box 3.
Final ‘99 Social Volleyball, GAMMA
(Milwaukee): Last chance for social volleyball at
Englemann Gym, 2033 W. Hartford Ave., from 1-
3pm. $2 GAMMA members, $3 nonmembers.
FMI call John at (414) 540-1202.
Interfaith Ministry Outreach, Chapel of Hope
(Milwaukee): Visiting the patients at St

" Camillus and bringing small gifts for the patients

in the intensive care unit. The first of regular trips
that will occur on the third Saturday of each
month. PO Box 05248, 53205; (414) 297-
9116.

Madison Gay Video Club, MGVC (Madison):
Screenings of No Ordinary Love and Millenium
Man. Call evenings for the location: 8pm; (608)
244-8675.

HIV+ Gay Men's Social, BESTD
Clinic (Milwaukee): Premiere
of new monthly event. Tired of

S Applegate C1.
Madizon, Wi S3713

THE BARRACKS

bars? Looking for people like yourself to spend
time together? Drop-in center provides the set-
ting and opportunity. Last Saturday of every
month. 1240 E. Brady St. (side door, closest to
street) 8:Midnight (414) 3534798

LGBT Youth Group Meeting,

ARCW Office (Kenosha): LGBT
3 youth and sexuality issues,

ARCW Office, 1212 57th St.

Note: The Gay Agenda is a list of LGBT commu-
nity special events. When space Is avallable we
also run “weekly events” organization meeting
lists. Please send us new information, deletions
or changes. Deadline is noon, Friday the week
before the Wednesday cover date. ltems can be
faxed to: (414) 226-0096, mailed or emailed to
rong@wilight.com.
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By Billy Masters

Jason Priestley is a gossip colum-
nist's wet dream (he's also a wet dream
for many of my fans!). Lately, he's
caused quite a number of tongues
to wag in Tinseltown.

| only wish that | could share
some of the juicier stories I've
received over the past several
years — enough to choke a
horse. Remember when JP
Pitoc in trick said that his
nickname in college was
“beer can"? He's not
the only one.

Back to the stories
that | am allowed to
share with you — after all,
it is the season of giving.
You'll recall that Jason
and makeup artist
Ashlee Peterson were
married about ten months
ago in a ceremony that was -
how shall we say - non-bind-
ing, to say the least. This marriage, like
the union of Jason's on-screen sis,
Shannen Doherty, to yet another Ashlee
(this time, it's spelled Ashley, as in
Hamilton), seems to be headed south.

The couple has allegedly spent almost
no time together.
They were barely
moved into their
three-bedroom
home in the
Hollywood Hills
when Jason asked
the realtor to put it
back on the market.
On November 30th,
Jason released a B
statement that he
and Ashlee were
having a trial non-legal separation,

Three days later, Jason totaled his

Porsche in a car accident.
Was Ashlee anywhere in
sight? Nope. Jason was
with his “pal” Chad
Cook. Jason managed
to hit several parked
cars, a street lamp
pole, some trashcans,
and a tree.
Oh, did | mention
that there were
no other mov-
ing vehicles
in the vicini-
ty? Priestley
claims that he
was sober
' (although he was arrest-

ed for DUI after allegedly
refusing a Breathalyzer
test) and that he got into
the accident because he
Tyson Beckford  yas trying to avoid hitting

2= Y S

Jason Priestly

Shannen Doherty

a deer. Ah, yes, the old “doe a deer”
defense!

Speaking of separations, look for

- Mother Love and Forgive or Forget to

part ways right after the New Year. | know
that many of you are surprised that the
show is still on the air, which may be part
of the reason that Mother

Love's being replaced. Still, | think
that replacing her with Robin
Givens is a pretty drastic (and des-
% perate) move. | just can't see Robin
1 caring even a little about the guests

- "‘f on that show.

What she may care about is
any money, which might
result from a lawsuit that
may be initiated by her ex
hubby, Mike Tyson (maybe he
could be her first guest on
Forgive or Forget!). Evidently,
. Mike is peeved that the mak-
ers of the Billy doll have
5 named its black “sister
doll” Tyson. (I should point
/ out that | never even
dreamed of suing, although
the Billy doll is the spitting image
of yours truly).
| don't believe that Mikey has a
chance of winning if he sues. Everyone
knows that the Tyson doll is based on
Tyson Beckford (well, the doll does look
more like the supermodel than the
boxer).

In the strangest
twist I've heard in a
long time, a fan
spotted Lynn
Redgrave and her
estranged hubby,
John Clark, walking
down the streets of
New York together.
Last Thanksgiving,
John turned to Lynn
and said, “Oh, you
know our grand-
son? The child our son had with his wife?
Actually, that's my son. Could you please

pass the stuffing?”
For some reason, Lynn did-

W n't take that news well, threw
& John out of the house,
refused to have any con-
tact with him, and even
barred him from
attending the
Golden
Globes
a=n-d
Oscars.
Now,
apparent-
ly, they

Lyn Redgrave are at

least

friendly enough to walk down the street

hand in hand. Stay tuned for further
developments.

Faithful readers of this column have
been patiently reading, waiting, and
thinking, “When is Billy gonna tell us the

‘- p‘p‘ #
Ricky Martin

item about Ricky Martin that he
promised us last week?" Well, the wait-
ing is over.

One of my many sources (honey,
they're everywhere) was at Ricky's con-
cert at the San Jose Arena. Since this is
an arena, some seats are virtually
behind the stage. My source was sitting
in one such seat, bemoaning this bad
viewing area, until he realized that he
was able to peek under the curtain to
watch Ricky changing costumes.

For what it's worth Ricky doesn't wear
underwear when he performs, and he
has a very firm, very smooth, butt.

Sadly, my source wasn't close enough
to see if this smoothness is natural or
enhanced, but he did note that there was
no odor. Phew!

Speaking of Ricky, he has been donat-
ing a number of personal autographed
items to many charities, including
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS
(you'll recall that Ricky appeared on
Broadway in Les Miz). Thanks, Ricky!

When I'm discussing Ricky's butt and
everyone else in this installment could
be a guest on Forgive or Forget, then it's
definitely time to end yet another column.
This week, I've been deluged with
requests for my address so that fans
could send me a holiday card (or perhaps
a little gifty).

| don’t normally do this (except on my
birthday, which is February 13th - shop
early), but you can send all items to: Billy
Masters, 269 S. Beverly Drive, #800,
Beverly Hills, CA 90212. Don't forget
that over Christmas, | will be doing a spe-
cial Ask Billy column. In my last column
of the century (although we all know the
century doesn’t end for another year), |
will do a recap of this year's top stories.
You can send your questions to my e-mail
address of Billy@filth2go.com and |
promise to get back to you before Ricky
starts wearing undies.
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Dear Santa,

Below you will find my annual wish list.
You'll notice that | am not asking you for
money, jewelry, or an automobile—that's
what ex-husbands are for.

Instead, | continue to ask for things
that are difficult for most to deliver, but
simple for you. | see no reason why you
can't fill my order ... er... | mean ... wish
list.

Please notice that this list does not
make any reference to coal. You have
given me coal every year for as long as |
can remember (except for your 1997
"joke” where you left me the Coal Miner's
Daughter soundtrack). By now, | have
enough coal to heat the Falkland Islands,
Times Square and Janet Reno's ass.

As Per the note you left last year, | will
be substituting the milk and cookies with
Scotch and Corn Nuts. Please keep these
efforts in mind as you pack your sled.
Here is the list of things | expect from you
this Christmas:

1. I'd like some bras. My ex-husband
won all of mine in the settlement.

2. I'm afraid that when the ‘80s left us,
Jellies left too. Remember those
shoes, Santa? They were lovely little
plastic numbers that a gal could pick
up at the pharmacy on her way to a
picnic, date or wedding. | miss my
size 13 Jellies. See if you and the
Mrs. can't whip up something.

3. | could use a new leg razor-better
make it one of those industrial
strength models.

4. I'd really like to have one of your
elves. Make sure he's a hard worker
who doesn't eat much and is com-
fortable sleeping in a drawer. Don't
tell me you can't spare an elfl You've
got hundreds of elves working for
you; | only have three (okay four with
my Editor)

5. Fabio. Regardless of the countless
wish lists | have sent you, Santa, you
continue to ignore this particular
request. With the exception of your
1983 mix-up involving the delivery of
Don Knots, | have yet to find Fabio or
any other celebrity under my tree.
Consider this a warning, old man-if
you don't bring me Fabio this year,
you'll never see Rudolph again. I'll
hold that damn reindeer ransom in
exchange for one blond, beefy, well-
hung, long-haired celebrity-and I'm
not talking about Linda Trip.

6. | would like a case of my favorite per-
fume: Debbie Gibson's Electric

Youth. Like Jellies, this fragrance van-
ished with the ‘80s. Currently, | am
only able to purchase it at rummage
sales.

7. A new cat. My current cat clashes
with the color | recently painted the
living room. You're free to take the
old cat in exchange. Do reindeers eat
cats?

8. I'd like you to pay for the damage you
caused last Christmas Eve. | don’t
know why you need to land on my
roof. It's a trailer! | don't have a chim-
ney! What the hell are you doing up
there? That roof can barely support
the weight of your fat ass, let alone a
sled and a fleet of deer. Your deer left
several dents on my roof. | won't
mention the huge pile of youknow-
what that | had to remove with a
snow shovel.

9. A new snow shovel.

10. Please take Pearl to see my friends
and | in Holiday Punch, running
December 17, 18 and 19 at
Centennial Hall. She doesn't have a
date for the show and likes guys with
beards.

Dear Ruthie,

I'm in the closet where my family is
concemned, but recently they've been
asking me some suggestive questions.
The questions stem from Thanksgiving
when | brought a Gay friend to my par-
ents’ house.

They were glad | invited a friend
(because he had nowhere else to go).
My family seemed to notice that he was
Gay, but we are just friends. A few days
later my Mom asked if he was and | said
no. My Dad and sister asked the same
thing later.

When | call my parents, they ask if
I've seen him lately, how often we do
things, where we go, etc. Are they trying
to find out about me? Do you think this
a good time to tell them?

Lookin' for Some Hot Stuffing

Dear Stuffing,

See what happens? You try to be nice
and invite someone to spend the holiday
with you, and right away your family thinks
you're getting horizontal with the person!

No one can tell you when the time is
right to come out to your parents. It
sounds like your family might be fishing
for information on your orientation (hey
that would make a good country/westemn
song, wouldn’t it). Don't let that deter-
mine the timing of your coming out. Follow
your gut and do what you think is best.

SWETC #H

124 West National Avenue * 220-4340

Christmas

Hey Wisconsin! The holidays are upon
us and what better way to celebrate
than coming to see me! Well... me
and a bunch of very talented folks!
“Holiday Punch” is Milwaukee's
longest running holiday review and
this year's production will be held Dec
17, 18 and 19. Call 414-327-3552 for
tickets to this wonderful show.

Love, Ruthie

Holiday Buffet
& Drink Specials

Sunday,
Dec 19th

. Spm - close

Santa will be
there witha
- sack of Surprize$

Bring your fri'cnds & Stay til itends

Open Daily at S5pm



20 WIiiight December 15 -21, 1999

Gift Guide

www.wilight.com

oV bz
.

By Dusty Sass
Madison - For Club 5 and the members
of Madison’'s Impersonator community,
Simply Divine’s benefit for area homeless
programs is as much a part of the holidays
as putting up a Christmas tree or lighting
the menorah. The Sunday, December 12
benefit at Madison’s Club 5 netted over
$2,000 and the checks are still coming in.
There was emcee Miss Caroline regal-
ing the crowd with a steady stream of one
liners that had everyone in stitches. '

There was Sister George bringing the
house down with a rendition of the gospel
numbers from the
movie Color Purple.
There was Simply
Divine, Chris Lange,
Entertainer of the Year
Vickie C, Desiree
Mathews, Kty Liquore,
Miss Beau Hiaful,
Dedra Lee, Mr. Emerald
City Michael K. and
James dazzling the
crowd with special num-
bers, creative costum-
ing and even live singing.

The Christmas spirits had to be smiling
on Club 5 and, if they weren't there, more
than enough smiles and cheers from the
large crowd made up for their absence.

This is a pure bene-
fit. Every dime that
comes in (including the
performer tips) goes to
two charities that help
the homeless, the
Salvation Army and
Transitional Housing.
Even the coat check [
money is donated to
help the less fortu-

Miss Caroline & Simply Divine

off the streets and into affordable housing
of their own.

The whole idea came from the very cre-
ative mind of Simply Divine. The big girl
with a huge heart and her side kick
Caroline Klein, do everything they can to
make sure that the less fortunate are

, remembered. They are joined by Club 5

owner Ed G. and his staff, who roll out the
carpet and make it easy to give.

" “This is one of my favorite nights of the
year," said Ed who does everything he can
to make it extra special.

The fire that burned down the Hotel
Washington and left
some tenants
homeless in part
inspired the idea.
“It didn't happen
until the Hotel
(Washington)
burmed down, said
Divine. | talked to
Ed G about the idea
and he mentioned
it to Bill (Meunier)
at Wi Light. Bill and
the paper enthusi
astically endorsed the idea.”

“I just thought we are a rich enough
nation that everyone should have a place
to live in," she added. “The Wi Lights
involvement - was
important. When
Bill said he would
help, | saw that
there was some-
one else, who
believed that it
was so right, That
gave me confi-
dence to go

nate. The Salvation
Army operates a home-
less shelter and Transitional Housing
works with the homeless to help them get

Tony R. & Friend

4 ahead.”
From that begin-
ning, the idea

spread like wildfire. “Caroline and | get
together and decide who to include in the

show,” said Divine. “We sometimes step
on a few toes, because everyone wants to
do it. We want the best, most creative per-
formers. | wish | could include everyone
but it would be too long of a show. People
want to party and dance afterwards.”

And party
they do. One of
my all* time

favorite bar
memories came
at the conclu-
sion of the show
two years ago,
when it was held
at Club 5's pre-
decessor,
Manoeuvres.
The bar was at
its legal limit of
customers. As a
proud Ed G,
announced the total, the packed housed
erupted with cheers and more than a few
people even hopped on the tables and
started dancing.

“This show makes Christmas shine
through for me because there's a blend of
community, said Divine. “It's people com-
ing together for other people, Gays,
straights and in between, everyone
comes.”

Divine points out that her co-producer,
Caroline, sold five tables to her coworkers,
mostly young students from the university.
“That shows you how we come together
around a common cause.”

Caroline and Divine were honored by
Club 5's Desiree Mathews, who presented
them special awards for their charitable
work. They were genuinely shocked.

*| was very surprised and very touched
as was Caroline,” said Divine. *“| was
backstage wondering why Desiree had the
mike and suddenly everyone was cheering.
It shows you that our community does
notice when you are doing things that are

Fun Backstage

bbbttt
Holiday

s
b Bk it ot oF o ok

Heliemy Gl

not all about yourself."

Caroline told the crowd, “I've been
doing shows for 20 years now (she does-
n’t look anywhere near that old) and 95%
of them have been for charity. This is very
nice, but keep in mind that it's the people
that we help that are important.”

That's a feeling shared by the other per-

~formers. Sistér George, who was fabulous’

in her two numbers, told me that she
spends weeks getting ready, not to mern
tion the cash she lays out for a costume.

Tips for the homeless.

It's the only show that she performs in,
and she never fails to bring the house
down as she did this year.

Vicki C, who is on tour as Wisconsin's
Entertainer of the Year, raced to Madison
from Green Bay where she had performed
on Friday night. Desiree Mathews gave the
best performances |'ve ever seen her do.
Chris Lange sang live and moved the
crowd with a song from Rent. Miss Beau
Laful looked like a walking Rainbow Flag in
one of her numbers.

| could go on and on about the show
and all the hard work that goes into it, but
as they say a picture is worth a thousand
words, so to save space for more pictures,
let me conclude with the words of Simply
Divine.

*Thank you to everyone who performed,
attended, tipped and bought raffle tickets.
Thank you Wi Light for all your support. =
You are all wonderful.”

WI Light Photos by Bill Meunier
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by Carmen Alicia Murguia
 learned the meaning of the holi-
'daysatanearlyagemroughthe
eyes of my traditional, Mexican,
Catholic family and our extended fam-
ily of relatives and friends. Like many
LGBT Latinos in the U.S., the Holidays
are a time of traditions and spirituality
for me. Often they are also a time of
personal challenge.

As children, we went along with the
celebrations. As aduits, we began to
come out and become involved with a
lover. That meant expanding our defi-
nition of family, but in some cases, we
are unable to bring our significant
other home for the Holidays.

Some of us redefined our religion
and sought ways that brought us
peace and hope in a spiritual way that
is outside of the church. Others
learned to juggle all the obligations to
avoid challenging our culture.

| recall the Holiday season as a
time of spiritual preparation and fre-
quent attendance at mass. [t began
with the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception on December 8th. It con-
tinued by attending a procession com-
plete with mariachis play-
ing in honor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, the patron
saint of the Americas on
December 12 and mid-
night mass on Christmas
Eve. It ends with the Feast
of the Three King§ in
January.

The Holiday season
also meant a time of cre-
ating a variety of meals,
including my mother's
specialties: enchiladas,
tostadas, and piles of rich,
homemade cookies for
anyone who visited during
December and January.

Until a couple of years ago, | spent
Christmas Eve churning maza (maze)

e Feast of Our Lag
in Retablo at the Walk

or spreading beef to create wonderful
tamales with my brothers and sisters,
brothersdinlaws, my Tia (aunt), and
my mami and papi. As the tamales
simmered in a large silver olla (pot),
we opened numerous gifts. Now as
we age, the gifts center on my nieces
and nephews, and like many burgeon-
ing families, we exchange names.

| discovered that, like a lot of
Lesbian and Gay friends of mine, once
| moved out of my parents home and
entered new relationships, the holi
days changed and had new meaning
for me. It meant flying to New York to
be with my brother. Sometimes it
meant flying or driving to other areas
of the country to be with my lover's
family or attending holiday parties as
a “couple.”

The modern “American me” who
dares to venture away from my family
at the holidays, makes it a point to
call home on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, New Year's Eve and
New Year's Day. The “Mexican me”
never misses the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadeloupe mass. Nor do | fail to

stop by my parent's house to help
with tamale making, and wait until

ot Guaoal g IS C8

er's Point Center :

runs through January 8th.

after the opening of the gifts, to hook
up with friends.

Like Christmas Day, New Year's
day means tamales and menudo
(tripe soup - sounds odd, tastes deli-
cious!)

As a single adult, | enjoy hosting a
holiday open house filled with lots of
Latin music and food. It brings back
the love and holiday cheer in the way
| remembered as a young person, or
| attend parties and house hop to
exchange gifts. with my cousins and
friends.

Continued on Page 23

fluTa

819 South 2nd Street
Milwaukee Wi 53204

414.645.8330

For Latinos, the family is the most important
aspect of celebrating the Holidays.

® @ '
- Cream City Interiors
1320 €ast Brady Street » Milwaukee, U

e

OPEN Mon - Satjjam-6pm - Sunday 2-4pm,

e
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A Boutique for Womyn and Men

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS

Monday-Saturday - Noon - 9pm
Sunday - Noon - bpm
1200 South Ist Street - Milwaukee, Wl 53204

414.389.1200

We camy

magar

a full selection

of jewelry, music, books,

ines, Videos,

oreetings cards and clothing!

Visit Designing Men Il at the OFFICE Rockford, IL - Basement Bar 9pm-close Fri & Sat.
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Continued from Page 21

I've discovered that the religious
aspect of what was once profoundly
formal is now more spiritual for me as
| look for peace in December and guid-
ance in the New Year.

Christ m as Celebrated
In Mexiceo

One of the biggest fiestas of the
year, Christmas in Mexico is celebrat-
ed in a variety of ways.

The posada, a recre-

time to celebrate the gift-giving aspect
of Christmas throughout Mexico.
However, in most of Mexico, the cel-
ebration is on December 25. The ritu-
al often begins in the afternoon or at
dinnertime when the family shares a
rosca or two (a sweet, ring-shaped loaf
with @ ceramic muneca (doll) repre-
senting the Christ child baked inside).

Puerte Rice

According to my amigas Lesbianas
who live in Puerto Rico, the people cel-

ation of Mary (on donkey)|

and Joseph searching foral
“room at the inn,” is part
of the celebration in many
areas of Mexico. A choir of
small children, who knock
on doors asking for lodging
for the weary couple

accompanies the Holy
Family. By previous
arrangement, there are no
takers. The procession,
which takes place during
the 12 days before
Christmas, moves through
the town and grows in
numbers until it reaches
the church, where mass is
held.

After the service, the
children enjoy a festive
pinata party complete with
fireworks. Variations of
this tableaux are repeated throughout
the country, such as Taxco, Querétaro
and the Ajijic area, which makes a
Mexican Christmas a cross cultural
mix.

On Christmas Eve in Santiago Tuxtla
(Veracruz), everybody assembles in
the zocalo for an evening of dancing
the huapango to the accompaniment
of a jarocho band. In Quiroga
(Michoacan), villagers present Nativity
plays (Pastorelas) at churches on
Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day.

In the town of Cajititlan (near
Guadalagjara), as in many other places
in the Hispanic world, the holidays are
celebrated on Three Kings Day,
January 6. This was the traditional

Throughout Latin America and Spain,
children receive gifts on Christmas
Day and Three Kings Day.

ebrate the holidays with family and
friends from the week of Christmas
through the Day of Three Kings.
Exchanging gifts, visiting the homes of
friends and family, inviting guests, danc-
ing, eating lechon, arroz con gandules,
and platanos, and singing are all part of
the traditional ritual.

Small bands of carolers known as
Truillas make their rounds while playing
traditional holiday folk music for the hol-
idays. Crowds of children go to the
church of San Jose at La Navidad to see
the animated Nacimiento — the birth of
Christ display.

During the feast of the Epiphany, chil-
dren place water and maybe some
grass under their beds for the wise
men’'s camel, and receive presents in

thhe

CatvDQ

Ad 4 4,
Hisng line

famity;

Quality Feline Medicine & Surgery
Behavior Consultation ¥ Food ¥ Supplies
Gifts ¥ Boarding ¥ Dentistry

e
KATHRYN CHRISTENSEN, DVM

Practice Limited to Cats ¥ By Appointment Only
T

Great Selection of Kitty Gifts Available
Please Make Your Holiday Boarding Reservation Reservations Early!

236 N. Milwaukee Street ¥ Milwaukee, WI 53202 ¥ 414-272-CATS (2287)

return.

Bethlehem Day is January 12th and
people parade through the villages in
tribute to the Magi (Three Wise Men).

Recently, | ran into two Gay male
friends who teach in Milwaukee but who
will be returning to Puerto Rico. They
said they wouldn’t even think of spend-
ing Christmas and New Year's away
from their families and friends (or each
other for that matter since they are from
the same hometown). “It's what you do,
you follow tradition, you spend it with
family. And besides, Milwaukee is not
our home, Puerto Rico is,” said one of
them.

See our next issue for highlights of
holiday celebrations in Venezuela,
Nicaragua, Spain and Cuba.

Your Christmas
Store With More!

* Blank Video Tapes

¢ VCR Head Cleaners

® DreRecorded VHS and DVD's
. Ctﬂ Certificates

{In noy deénomnation)
¢ Devinders
* Video Movie Cuides

* Dreviously Viewed VHS
Starting ol T

VIEEO ADVENTULES | VILEC ADVENTULES
1418 £ Brady Street » mimﬂi II"N]

7 WILEC
1418 E. Brady St.
Open Daily 10am-10pm

272-6768

* liandmade On Premiscs
® Tatami Mats, &noji &

* largest Selection of Quality Fabrics
Contemporary, Traditional and
Southwestern ©

en & Lamps ®

Come soe our showroom that is exclusively dedicated 1o Futon Display
Letablished 1979

Great La.keS FUtOﬂ Furniture for Life

309 N. Water St. * 272-3324 - lifetime Warranly
Hours: M-f' 107 © &al 105  Sun 125

&16 South Sth Street o 585—8816

House Specialties + Luncheon Specials
Seafood - Steaks - Combinations Available
A Varietyof Margartas
ollall: Sun Noor-10pm e Mon-Thur 1lam-10pm
Friday & Saturday 1lam-1pm

Gift Certificates Available
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CLASS & CULTURE - UNIQUE COLLECTION

ALL SEQUINED GARMENTS - purk siLk+ SEQUINED/ BEADED

- Pageant/ Designer Gowns « Full Length Dr « Short Dr - Jackets + Vests -
+ Bustiers - Matching shoes/ Purses - Group Discount/ Lay Away -

See Our Lovely Selection of Gifts ! "
Talk to Wazir or Sushma and mention this Ad

TWO LOCATIONS AT
The Grand Avenue Mall

CLASS & CULTURE UNIQUE COLLECTION

Plankinton + 1 Floor New Arcade - 2nd Floor

414. 276. 9255 414.270.9440

50% OFF Selected Garments and 15% OFF All with this AD

Milwaukee's Newest Leather Store

ack ( am,mﬂ i eather

2691 S. Kinnickinnic Ave = Milwaukee, W1 53207

Men & Women's Motoreyde Riding Apparel

FsinLeahr Bomber ot om $89 s L
o 34 Length Coats from $99 » Chaps » Gloves o Hats * ) T

We Guarantee Everthing We Sell 48"8995

Mon - Fri 10am-7

Custom Orders » Gift Certificates * Layaway Avail i
ustom Orders * Gift Certificates + Layaway Available Saﬁﬂam-Spm-Sumram-dpm
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Christmag

Part 2, continued from
the December 8th Issue

by Ron Geiman

or many people, selecting the
= " Christmas tree marks the true
@ beginning of the holiday season.
Choosing the right tree and providing it
with proper care can add to the festive
atmosphere you create in your home:

Holiday Life Lesson #4: Selecting the
best real tree. This year, | opted for the
most convenient tree, a fake one. Next
year, |'ll probably go back 1o a real tree,
and use the artificial one again later. It will
have to be one that allows us to hang
some of the large ornaments we've
acquired, so for the first time I'll have to
get a Balsam because of their wide-
spaced branches.

Here are a few pointers that may help
with your tree selection:

Figure out where you are going to place
the tree and how much space and height
you have. You'll be tempted to buy one
too big for your space.

If you are buying a freshly cut tree (or
cutting one yourself) pull on the needles
to make sure they aren't too dry. Then
give it the shake test, thumping it on the
ground to see how many needles fall off.
Some needles will rain down, and that is
natural. Just make sure it's not a down-
pour.

Check to make sure the tree hasn't
been spray painted. Some unscrupulous
sellers (mostly temporary lots that aren’t
in the same location, year after year) try
to “perk up" the coloring on a dried out
tree. (Telitale sign: the branches and
trunk are too green colored.) Break a few
needles, and give them a sniff. If they
aren't flexible, fragrant and sticky, look at
a different tree. :

Check for nests or other signs of bugs.

" One year, when | was a kid, we awoke to

find our living room crawling with a family
of praying mantis. No, it wasn't an omen
from above. They had a nest in the tree
we'd purchased and after warming up in
our house, they decided to come out for a
stroll.

Ask the purveyor to saw off the bottom
2 inches before you leave the lot, if you
are going to immediately erect the tree in
a stand when you get home. If you aren't
going to put your tree up right away, put it
in a warm bucket of water and store it in
a cool protected place like an unheated
garage or basement. Immediately before
mounting it in the stand, trim off the bot
tom yourself. (Here's where it helps to
have a friend who's butch enough to have
his or her own saw.)

Remember: trees use up to a gallon of

water the first day and up to several

the Perfect

quarts every day thereafter. Check the
water level every day, unless you want a
drooping, dried up old tree before
Christmas even arrives.

The Frasier Fir is my favorite tree. They
smell great, have good needle retention,
strong branches, and look fabulous with
green on one side of the needles and
blue on the other. These trees have a
good “tip count” allowing you to hang lots
of ornaments. Fraiser Firs are quite full,
though, leaving less space for large orna-
ments, and they are expensive.

Douglas Firs can be found at some lots
in Wisconsin. They have full shapes, and
are lightweight. They have very green
medium size soft needles and good nee-
dle retention. Douglas firs have fewer
branches for a more open look, and are
good in warm environments (near heat
vents or fireplaces).

Balsam Firs are more prevalent here.
They have shorter (1/2-1") needles, great
color, form, fragrance and good needle
retention. They have a denser look than
regular Balsams and both tend to lose
their needles quicker.

Scotch Pines are popular and cheap,
but personally, | don’t like them. They
have long, sharp needles (1 1/2 -2"),
good needle retention and firm branches
that can hold heavy ornaments, but their
dense growth doesn't allow much space
to hang ornaments.

Blue (Colorado) Spruce: have short
(1/2-1") stiff needles. They have a clas-
sic look, a nice aroma and symmetrical
form but tend to lose their needles quick-
ly in warm rooms.

White Pine: have soft medium length
needles but their soft branches don't hold
heavier ornaments very well. White Pines
smell great but they don't retain their nee-
dles very well.

Holiday Life Lesson #5: Christmas
Trees, both real and artificial, are not
compatible with cats, dogs and toddlers.

As | was writing this article, my room-
mate, Kim, called to tell me that our two
kids (cats) are running rampant.
Somehow, they knocked a wreath off the
wall, tilted our favorite lighted snowman,
dragged out more toys then they've

" played with in over a year and galloped

under the tree knocking off any number of
ornaments.

They must be going though fresh catnip
withdrawal or sensory overload.

While we can't put barbed wire around
the tree, it would be nice to have some
kind of a defensive system protecting it. |
still haven’t figured that one out yet. We
surrounded the base of the tree with
wrapped presents, trying to fill in any
gaps, but somehow the cats manage to
get to it any way.

Your suggestions are welcome.



www.wilight.com

Spottight

December 15- 21, 1999

Wilght 25

.

News... The Pack may not be back
(until next year), but that hasn't stopped
bunches of folks from attending Packer
parties in Gay clubs throughout the State.
Good sized but disappointed crowds were
on hand in Milwaukee and Madison as
Gay Wisconsin continues to do its part for
the Green and Gold. In Milwaukee,
Switch, The Ball Game and Triang are
among the best places to be when the
Pack takes the field.

In Madison, you can take your pick.
Last Sunday, the Rainbow Room, Club 5,
the Shamrock and Ray's all attracted
respectable crowds to watch the Pack go
down the tubes in a loss to Carolina — of
all teams.

Most knowledgeable Gay Packer fans
are not ready to call for Rhodes head yet.
However, if the grumbling that | that heard
in Madison last Sunday is any indication,
it may only be a matter of time before that
happens.

Speaking of Madison... | had a great
time up there last Sunday. The Rainbow
Room looks very festive. It was my first
visit since the change in ownership. From
all appearances, the community has re-
discoverad the place and the new owners
are doing a great job.

Terry and Jim told me that they are
going to move the stage to make more
room for show seating. Terry also said
they are hoping to get approval for anoth-
er bar in the back.

Jim was hobbling around
due to a leg injury. The
good news is that he is still
smiling. The bad news is
that due to the injury he
was unable to do his
Christmas Tree House this
year.

Jim did, however, get
into the holiday spirit. The
Rainbow Room's Toys for
Tots fundraiser was a big
success. Jim and Terry told
me that the place was
packed. Hats off to Jeff
Jennings for making the trip
from Green Bay helping to
make it so successful.

Speaking of injuries,
Shamrock owner JJ is also hobbling
around with crutches no less. JJ said that
he broke his foot. When | asked why, man-
ager Brian said that he did it, "kicking a
bartender’'s butt.” | doubt that — 1] is a
real sweetheart.

Brian told me that the love of his life
went back to Taiwan until March. He said
the phone bills for their current romantic
encounters are busting his budget.
Hmmm... Calls to Milwaukee are much
cheaper than calls to the Far East, Brian.
You can find the office number in the
masthead.

Now don't you all start. | am just kid-

ding. Brian is NOT sin-

gle. He is totally
devoted to his partner and he's eagerly
awaiting his return.

Things were hopping over at Club 5
where there was a big benefit show for
the homeless. Ed G was beaming and DJ
Tony R was rocking. For details on the
benefit see our article and color pics on
page 20.

A great time was had by all including
me. | should also report that Miss Cass
Marie Domino did not perform but did
help with make up and the spots. It was
the first time | had seen Cass as a boy.
Let me tell you she makes a very attrac-

tive woman and a very cute young man.

Cass honey if you could bottle it and
sell it, you'd be richer than Bill Gates.

While at Club 5, | ran into Todd Olson,
co-owner of the Prairie Garden Bed and
Breakfast. He reports that while busi
ness is great on the weekends there are
some rooms available during the week.
Todd also thanked our Editor for the
paper's help on the Mazomie Beach
thing. The beach is only 15 minutes away
from the B&B so its future is of great inter-
est to Todd.

He said that, like others, he continues
to fight right wing attempts to close it
down. Of course, you can read all about
the Mazo developments in WI Light as
they happen.
| Recaps... |

had a great time
at what | can only
describe as the
Switech
Underwear show.
Actually, it was
8 lady's  lingerie
. and men’s under-
wear. Guess
which models |
was more inter-
ested in? Got it
on the first try
huh? You know
me too well
Actually, 1 would
have liked to get to know some of
the models (the male ones) a lit-
tle better.

Thank You to all my Madison
friends, who made my trip there
so enjoyable. It was the first time
| was able to make an extended
visit since we went weekly (glares
at the Editor and Publisher for
doubling my workload). It was so
nice to see you all and hear all
those nice things you had to say
about W/ Light. | promise to
return soon.

Meanwhile stay in touch and
let our office know what's hap-
pening in one of my favorite
cities.

Well | guess it's time to stop glaring at
the Editor and give him this column. |
hope to see you and about soon. Until
then (and even after then) stay safe and
be proud.

Dusty Sass didn't injure anything last
weekend and he'd love to hear from you
about what's happening at your favorite
nightspots. You can reach Dusty via e
mail at dusty@wilight.com, fax (414)
226-0096 or phone (414) 226-0075.

mestsbmt.mmorsoffnw.
drink, holicay cheer, _
Holiday Party, Fluid (Milwaukee): Prizes and
surprises all night long, Christmas Martinis $3,
7pm-on.
Holiday Piano Sing a Long, M&M Club
(Milwaukee): Featunng Liz and Sage, in mem
ory of Jerry (Mama) Whiz.

Woody's (Milwaukee): Special

prizes and gifts.

Salsa Night, Rainbow Room
(Madison): Miss Kitty and her Cowbioy
StrippersFeaturing the Millennium Men at
10:30pm: free conga shots, salsa and chips,
tequilla and beer specials.

Chippewa Valley Bears, Wolf's
. Den (Eau Claire): Monthily 3rd

Friday gathering.
(Milwaukee): A party for boys who've been
naughty! (Boys who've been nice are invited,
too~). Gifts for all, holiday buffet, open bar 8-
Spm (rall and tap); 8pmon.
Justine D'Zire's Christmas Special, Za's
(Green Bay)' Ho, ho, ho, 10:30pm.

Annual Christmas Show,
Napalese Lounge (Green Bay):
10:30 showtime.

" Miss Kitty and her Cowboy

: MWM{M} featuring

the Mmanlmn Men.
(Milwaukee): Santa will visit
¢ with @ sack of Surprize$, holiday

buffet. drink specials. Bring your
friends and stay til it ends from Spriclose.

Cliistmas Party, La Cage
' Y (Mitwaukee): Buffet at Spm,
ved. drink specials, Santa comes
10 give out gifts for everyone,
Christmas show by the La Cage Show Girls.
® Bear Club Night, Boot Camp
(Milwaukee): Bears gather
every 4th Saturday.
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954-9262

BELOIT (s08)
Kloset 232 Shirland Ave, 53511

CENTRAL WISCONSIN (715

363-8764

0z MW, D) 320 Washington, Wausau, 54401 842-3225
Platwood Club G/S, MW, D) 1730 Hwy 10W, Stevens Point, 54481 341-8862
EAU CLAIRE (715)

Scooters Wm 411 Galloway St., 54703 835-99509
Wolf's Den MW, G/S 302 E. Madison, 54703 832-9237
GREEN BAY (920)

Brandy's Il Mw 1126 Main St., 54302 437-3917
Buddies Mw 1264 Main St, 54302 437-9256
Napalese Lounge Mw, DJ 1351 Cedar, 54302 432-9646
Sass WM, Sp 8B40 S. Broadway, 54304 4377277
Za'sflava’ MW, DJ, E, F V 1106 Main St., 54302 435-5476
RESTAURANTS

Cafe Bourbon 1106 Main St., Upper, 54301 435-5476
LA CROSSE (608

Cavalier Lounge MW, |, DJ 114 N. s5th St., 54601 782-9061
Rainbow's End Wm, |, E 417 Jay St., 54601 782-9802
My Place Mw, J, K, E, F 3201 South Ave., 54601 788-9073
MADISON (s08)

CE’s W,m 2415 Winnebago St. 53704 241-5042
Club 5/PlanetQ MW, F, D), V, E 5 Applegate Ct., 53713 277-9700
Fox Hole W, | 5 Applegate Ct., 53713 277-9700
Mens Room M, L/L 3054 E. Washington, 53704 241-9335
Rainbow Room MW, DJ, E 121 W, Main St., 53703 251-5838
Ray’s Bar & Grill WM, D), F 3054 E. Washington, 53704 241-9335
Shamrock MW, F, | 117 W. Main St., 53703 255-5029
The Barracks M, /L 5 Applegate Ct., 53713 277-8700
RESTAURANTS

Club 5 Fine Dining 5 Applegate Ct., 53713 277-9700
Fyfe's Corner Bistro  Fine Dining 1344 E. Washington 251-8700
1100 Club M, UL, F ] 1100 S. 15t St., 53204 647-9950
Ballgame M, S, E, | 196 S. 2nd St., 53204 273-7474
(Open 2pm, Cocktall Hour 2-9 Mon-Fri; Sat & Sun open 11am)

Barbie Dolls Playhouse MW, E, K, D 700 E. Meinecke, 53212 374-T441
Boot Camp M, L/L 209 E. National Ave., 53204 643-6900
C'est La Vie M, E I, D 231 S. 2nd St., 53204 291-9600
(Open spm, Cocktail Hour 5-8 Mon-Fri; Sat & Sun open 2pm, Daily Specials)

Club 210 Mw, DJ, E, V 219 S. 2nd St., 53204 276-2711
Dish W, M, DJ 235 S. 2nd St., 53204 273-DISH
Emeralds Lounge MW 8o1 E, Hadley St., 53212 4 265-7325
Fahnies Wm, DJ, E, K 200 E. Washington St., 53204 649-9003
Fluid MW 819 S. 2nd St., 53204 645-8330
(Open spm everyday; 2-for-1 Drinks 5-8 Mon-Fri; Wed & Thur specials, 8pm-close}

Kathy's Nut Hut Wm, Sp, | 1500 W. Scott St., 53204 647-2673
La Cage Mw, D}, E, V 801 S. 2nd St., 53204 383-8330
(Open 8pm; D] 7-nights-a-week; Sunday show; Thur. Super Bust)

M&M Club MW, E, F 124 N. Water St., 53202 347-1962
Milw Eagle/Shaft M, L/L, D) 300 W. Juneau, 53203 273-6900
South Water St. Docks M, L/L, ) 354 E. National Ave., 53204 225-9676
Station 2 Wm, Sp, | 1534 W. Grant, 53204 383-5755
Switch Mw, Sp, J, K, D) 124 W. National, 53204 220-4340
(Open 5pm, outdoor patio, Cocktail hour 5-9pm, nightly specials g-close)

This Is It Mw 418 E. Wells St., 53202 278-9192
(Open 3pm every day; Cocktail hour special)

Triangle M 135 E. National Ave., 53204 383-9412
Woody's M, J 1579 S. 2nd St., 53204 672-0806
RESTAURANTS

Annex Cafe Late Nite 1106 S. 1st St., 53204 384-7999
Glass Menagerie Fine Dining 124 N. Water St., 53202 347-1962
Club 94 MW, D}, E 9001 120th Ave,, Kenosha, 53140 857-9958
Clubhouse Filling Station MW, F 6325 120th Ave., Kenosha, 53140 B57-3744
Capers/lllusions MW, DL. E 6305 120th Ave., Kenasha, 53140 857-3813
joDee'’s MW, D) 2139 Racine St., Racine, 53403 634-9804
What About Me? Mw 600 6th St., Racine, 53403 632-0171
SHEBOYGAN (920)

Blue Lite 1029 N. 8th St., 53081 457-1636
SUPERIOR (715)

Bev’s Jook Joint Wm, | 820 Tower Ave., 55880 392-5373
|T's Bar & Grill MW, D) 1506 N. 3rd St, 55880 394-2580
Main Club MW, L/L 1217 Tower Ave., 55880 392-1756

M-Men * W-Women ¢ G/S-Gay/Straight ® F-Food * DJ-Disk Jockey  V-Video
L/L-Levi/Leather * E-Entertainment ® Sp-Sports * K-Karaoke * J-Jukebox ® D-Dancing

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS

1. Choose an appropriate category for your ad

0" let us select one.

2. Print or type your ad below:
Up to 5 Word Bold Lean-In:

3. Pricing
A. Charge for 1 issue, 25 words or 1ess ...........o.ovvevunen. S*“'llll
B.Numberof extrawords ... X 256 per word =
B R R R e 1 time Sub Total =
D. Number of iSSUBS TORUN ..o vvvinseiinneiiinnaeenns X
............................................ Run Total
4. Placed by Zat Daytime Phone:
Address: (No PO Box)
Signature:

5. Payment: (Line Market Place ads must be prepaid)
MAIL OR DROP OFF TO: Wi LIGHT, 225 S. 2nd Street, Mitw., W1 53204. We will accept credit cards,
checks, money orders or cash (drop off only).
ADS PAID BY CREDIT CARD may be faxed to (414) 225-0096 or emailed to: ads@wilight.com or
dropped off at our office.

NOTE: We cannot take classifieds over the phone.

(] Cash (inpersononly) [T Check (] Money Order

Credit Card: [ ] VISA 1 MC [ DISCOVER
Card Number:

Name as it appears on card:

Expiration: * Amount Charging §

"Sinatur requisad for 3l a0 1o verily certficaion of Gwlul placement 2nd credit card authonization, All ads submitted must have all information completed wih 2 verfiable adiress
(no- Bon ), ares code and veifable daytime phone numbes The above information may b neosssary for charication, This informabon is strictly confidential Wi Light reserves the right
1o place a5 where most appropaate. -
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100-Employment 300-Body, Mind & Soul 500-Buy & Sell

PLAN AHEAD

3 )
Immediate Openings for Wl Light Sales Reps 1939 Chevrolet Master 85 Gray, 2-door sedan, m M— m m

Energetic Part Time Sales People to represent us in PrRINCGE Prince of Peace Catholic Church rebuilt motor, extra parts, original mohair interior. ml cover a 4l
your home town: Madison, Green Bay & NE Wi, OF PEACE 1138 S 25th Street, Milwankee 35,000 miles. Asking $4,800. Call Mike at (414)

Kenosha,/Racine, Janesville, Eau Claire, LaCrosse, : o g 3440262, m
Contrat- and. M Wisconsin: Gregl rommissions. 3 . L nlmr.l'llu_] which mot 2 m m
wonderful boss! Call Nadine now at (414) 226 PRINCIPE only welcomes diversity GOO'Travel m‘y 11th
0075, or fax (414) 226-0096. Join the growing fam DE PAZ but celebrates it
ity at Wi Light! DEADLINE
worship on Susdaye at 030 ¢
Free Lance Photo Journalists for W| Light MM m is
Community Oriented Part Time The Located on m’ 11“ mc. m

Writer/Photographers to cover your home town: L 70 priV"ltc acres

Balconies * Breakfast to your Room

Madison, Green Bay & NE WI, Kenosha/Racine, F AMILY MEDIC]NE ; L in DOOI’ COUH l')’l l e I‘ )
J:’J[\@S\'ﬁl“ﬂ. Efll-l Ci[']lrff. LaCrOSSC. Ceﬂual and NW i ( qt::{f"';_u‘:l.‘r l"lllﬂliﬂ lfi!ll\ on Prl.l?'ll‘n(.‘» h@ 'I. ] ': =“ I i
Wisconsin, Pay per story/event. Call Nadine now, at . Dauble Whirlpools ® Fireplace * Private Bath ; " e u l ]

Featured in the NEW YORK TIMESH

www.chanticlzgerguesthouse com = Email.chanticleer@ ltol com

(414) 226-0075, or fax (414) 226:0096. Join the ] .‘Tmal fO ﬂle(bmm
evergrowing family at Wi Light! ) r
Gay Owned & Operated (920) 746-0334

|.

Social Services: HIV Outreach Worker One full time Dr Mal.k A‘ Hllfﬁn.an | 4072 Cherry Rd. (Hwy H.H.), Sturgeon Bay, W1 54235 =
i i
5

and one-part time position to provide outreach/inter:

: il &
vention services. Duties include counseling focused b,

on HIV risk reduction, providing HIV antibody testing, D[', Al'thur K]_[‘lg

and linking clients to appropriate resources. Must be ' | I L
willing to work a flekible schedule including some . 2414 N(ll’lh FZII’WL‘“ Avenue | COME SEE THE EAGLES SOAR OVER THE RIVER - ]
weekend, evening and holiday hours, Knowledge : 2 ol | h!
about community resources and experience working ! 5'11.]“'11“]\'@(‘.“’] 53211 . %
with diverse populations required. . High School I | oYU

loma or equivalency, good driving record and valid | - . . !
DID(I]I!IOI' quivalency, good driving r coru_m: vall ! H”';‘—U)f}(””n})(’”ﬂ\' (;Clll' ] - ¢

Wisconsin Drivers License. required, Send resume |

with cover letter to: Health Care for the Homeless of y WO LA b " o s y ff
Milwaukee, Inc., Attn: Human Resources, 711 West 414'332 '6900 g e R - WlSﬁes O
Capitol Drive, Milwaukee, Wl 53206. Fax: (414) 374 Most Tnsusmees, Cash i Credin Garels Ackepied Pl'ail'ie Garden

7903.

200-Housing EETOOTT R | 2ok Brastast | AQvertisers &

172 howar north of Madison » Roams start at $55

201-Roommates S a0 ) resshig vz st Readers the

) = Todd & Dennis, Innkeepers
Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Responsible N/S N/D Roommate wanted, 2 bed- O Pruoeripst W13172 HWY 188 « LODI, Wi 53555
room apartment, 53rd & Viiet in Milwaukee, Cable

; : : . Lakeshore Clinic www.prairiegarden.com !
storage, offstreet parking. Jan. 1st. $252. plus 3970 North Oakland. Suite 502 a les 0 0 l u s
deposit. Call Tony at (414) 2586081. : = o _ . - ‘
E - =y S :':j p b - Liit e

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE for XMAS g-ﬁe
BEST SKIING IN THE MIDWEST

Shorewood, WI 53211

414.332.3331

Meet People » Network Located at 116 East Pleasant Street
Save $$5$$ For Appointment call 414-562-2403
No Landlords * Great Locations =
Egalitarian » Democratic i 400-Services
Multicultural Cooperative Houses T
with Food Plans
Call for Complete Brochure Action Cleaning Services

COMMUNITY CO-0P Commercial, Residential Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning

) 251-2667 Reasonable Rates

(414) 328-0661
Janitorial Equipment & Supplies

Scott Perkins BRENDA LEWISON
O for v ATTORNEY e ISSUE
Office: 4767100 135 West v Employment

Dispet: 4010 MT;EZE;MW] ¥ Discrimination ® Y
Car: -“-E-i“h 53203 ¥ Tenant’s Rights Is Fnday Nmn Dec' 17m

hetpy/fshorewest.com 414’287"1 171
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CATEGORY 900
LINE ADS

Featured Only in
Section X Issues

30 Words for *12.50 per Issue

Additional words are 25° ea.
(2 Insertions Minimum)

See Marketplace Ad
Order Form to Place
your order.

Category 900 Line Ads
are Perfect for:

Massage Ads
Dating & Escort Services
Adult Orientated Products &
Services
Modeling

== g

For Sextion X Display Ad Rates

Call (414) 226-0075
Men for Men

Yin-Yang GAM, 5 ft. 6, 145, brown/black, 35, tight,
smooth, enjoys outdoors, swimming, travel, art.
Seeks GWM committed to personal and relationship
growth. Hopes to create a friendship+ w/handsome
man who is physically fit, emotionally open and loves
life: (414) 2588414,

Central Wisconsin, 25 6 ft. 3, 190 brown/blue -
looking for friendship and ideally a relationship.
Willing to travel no hang ups on age or location. We
all can use a good friend. | don't want to rush things
communication is vital in any situation. | am shy at
first, but willing to try new things. Email me at
ttreb@hotmail.com: Pic available

o 2PN

Chris, GW 45 Madison high school teacher. 6 fi.
1, 180/185, H/W proportionate, brwn/brwn (gray-
ing on the sides and thin on top), mustache and goa
tee, non smoker and social drinker. Very laid back
and open minded, love to have fun, in search of a
guy who is H/W proportionate, professional, 24-40
for possible LTR. email: (king53704@yahoo.com)

Single, in-shape, GWM, 43, 5 ft. 10, 155#, seek-
ing GM, 2545 for friends, fun times and eventually
a LTR. Enjoy French food, Spanish/Russian lan-
guages, European cinema and Japanese cars; into
most types of music from Andrea Bocelli to
Madonna. Don't drink or smoke. Domestically | keep
busy with cooking, cleaning and gardening; mt. bik-
ing, taichi and calisthenics keep me fit while prolific
reading keeps my mind sharp. Respond to
mdi303@yahoo.com

I'm fun, sincere, discreet and a good conversation-
alist. If you're tired of those who won't hook up with
femmy guys e-mail me! I'm more concerned with
what’s in a guy's heart. | Have a pic to trade. Email:
havencroft@hotmail.com

Mid-40's Milwaukee professional, ht/wt proportion-
ate, looking for friends and? | have a wide variety of
interests: sports to theater, festivals to staying at
home and cuddling. Enjoy good friends, good con-
versation, experiencing new things and having fun in
a variety of ways. email: ti111@aol.com

Want put some fireworks in your life? 45 profes-
sional versatile GWM can light your fuse as we sky-
rocket off to new adventures. Many interests,
always open to something new. Masculine, 5 fi. 7,
175, hairy chest, stache, D/D free, great legs and
have a good sense of humor. You should be 30 to
45, ht/wt proportionate, able to carry on a conver-
sation and fun to be with. Stocky, hairy a plus.
email: miwbadger@aol.com.

Looking for guys in the Green Bay/Fox Valley area
to party or just stay home with and play. Single,
ht/wt proportionate guys 1835 years old, only. Slim
aplus! I'm 33, 6 ft. 1, 156 Ib., slim, smooth, straw-
berry blond, green eyes. I'm fun, sincere, discreet
and a good conversationalist. If you're tired of those
who won't hook up with femmy guys, email me! I'm
more concemed with what's in a guy’s heart. Pic to
trade. emall: havencroft@hotmail.com

Passionate?... always. Kisses?... long and tender.
GWM 34, 6 ft.,, 180 Ibs, blond hair, green eyes.
Intense masculine, sexy and your Mr. Right. HIV+
looking for soulmate/ partner under 40, | dream in
color...how about you? (Eau Claire) cubbbies@hot-
mail.com

Men of Quality GWM seeking men who enjoy the-
atre, museums, movies, travel, dinner and romance.
| am a humarous conversationalist with many varied
interests. Statistics: 5 ., 9 In,, 162 Ibs. All letters
answered. Occupant, PO Box 1162, Waukesha, WI
53186.

SWGM, 52, Attractive, 5 ft. 11 in., 180, d/d free.
smoker, Brown/ Brown, mustache and goatee,
seeks mature masculine intelligent man. No mar-
rieds or attached. (414) 964-2203 5:30pm-10pm
(Milwaukee).

GWM 45, 6 ft., 4 in., 210 Ibs Hazel/ brown, d/d
free, smoker, nondrinker, mustache, loves being
Gay. Bottom, loving, caring, sincere, opened minded.
Will travel to meet other Gay men for friendship,
weekend get-aways. Between 2845 H/W Pro. Write:
Terry Brown, 505 Clay St., Whitewater, Wl 53190.

GWM seeks Men who want, need, and enjoy old-
fashioned over the knee discipline. All limits respect-
ed. I'm 48, 5. 7 in., 120 Ibs, real skinny but top.
Also seeking refationship with like - minded gentie-
man who enjoys and needs discipline. Respond to:
masterg23@hotmail.com

Young German Student Boy 26, 6 foot, very slim,
blond seeks American man for friendship and more.
I'm interested in traveling and I'd like to exchange

_ Visits, Please write to: Jens Marohn, Trierer Str. 13,

Cologne, Germany 50676.

GWM in Great Shape Straight acting and discreet. 6
ft. 3 inch, 225 Ibs, very good looking. Drug and dis-
ease free. Looking for younger 18 plus for friends
and possible LTR.: drewmhke@netscape.net’

Dad Seeks Lad You: healthy, clean, responsible,
masculine, mid 20s to mid 30s. Me: all the above,
DWM, 54. (look, act much younger) 5 ft. 10 in.
Brown/Blue, 170, good looking (so I'm told). Many
interests, high standards. Jon (414) 744-6286.

BIW Crossdressing Male in early 50s looking for Bi
couples, full figured females and Bi Males between
4555 to explore by submissive side. From mild to
very kinky. Send detailed letter to: P. Alexander, PO
Box 268, Milw.,, Wl 53201-0268.

Tall, cleancut handsome inshape GWM 34, seek-
ing sexy single men of color for dating, relationship.
Very attracted to Black, Hispanic and Asian men.
Seeking same in slender or athletic, attractive,
under 40 year old package. Email:
sinatra@execpc.com

Seeking Mystery, Intrigue and Romance GWM 31,
6 ft 2, 225 Ibs brown/green nonsmoker Willing and
sincere seeks healthy proportionate GWM 3850,
hairy with conversation skills for mtn. biking, blading,
theatre, outdoors, cooking, music, museums, histo-
ry and psych. emall: Holigan&@aol.com

Green Bay-Fox Cities WM, 6 ft, 1, 210 Ibs. blond,
biue, looking forguys interested In we.ght lifting, rac-
quetball or friendship. email:
daleDwin@hotmail.com

James: GBM 38, 5 fi. 8, 161 Ibs. Bottom, non
smoker, sincere, many interests. Looking for rela-
tionship. with GWM or SHM 30s-40s in the
Milwaukee area. (414) 3534573, no marrieds.

GAM, 36, 5ft 7, 136ibs Average looking, seeking
friends. I'm fun, sincere, likes to read books. Write:
V. Baltazar, 2144 S. Aldrich- St., Milwaukee, WI
53207.

Video/Mags

Discount Videos & Magazines
Hundreds of Adult Male Videos

as low as $49.95

OPEN 7-days-a-week « Bam-Midnight
225 North Water Street - Milwaukee

27‘8-0636

Free Catalog - Gay XXX Videos |

Over 30 different videos reviewed
cach edition plus news, gossip
and images. Call toll free at
800.451.7863 or on the weh
at radvideo.com (free web
site/secure online ordering).

Internet

Best Gay Websites www.gaysex2000.com (Spy
Cams)/ www.marinestuds.com (Hot MNaked Studs)/
www.gaychat.com (Free online chat).

Services

)
(mickazL(7/scawazc
FOMOPAGE

See Dick.
Sorry, Jane.

www.michaelstewart.com

The International Award-Winning
Gay Gateway to the Web

All-Male Entertainment & Erotica
Home of the HomOcam!
Queer Online Shopping Mall with

Books, Movies, Music & More, including
Viagra™- Privately, Discreetly
\___and Securely on the Web! )
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Black Trlcks, White Treats by all Worlds video,

Directed by Peter Goesinya.

his interracial trick or treat film

should have been reviewed a few

weeks ago in time for the Gay hol-
iday, Halloween. Well, you didn't miss
much if you didn’t see this one in time for
your Halloween celebration. It is the
usual Black on the top, White dn the bot-
tom flick, except that this time the men
are, for the most part, quite attractive,
with the Blacks having been chosen for
their natural endowments as well as their
good looks.

The plot is somewhat thin but then
again; who rents a video like this for the
plot? Bruce Hill has rented a big old
Victorian house for his Halloween party.
He tells his guests that he has also rent-
ed several paid escorts (read hustlers) to
provide sex to those in attendance at the
party.

Everyone is in costume so you can't

tell the guests from the hired escorts. J.C
Carter and his lover Rod Steele say that
they are always true to one another so
they will not participate in this type of fun
and games. In the very first scene, they
have a three way with Derek Bishop, the
first guy who happens to wander by. So
much for monogamy. Steele, a weight
lifter, who loves his work, bottoms for
both.

Meanwhile, Bruce goes to the ceme-
tery next door to locate his guest, Eric
Butler. Bruce gave Butler the cemetery

address as a joke. (Bruce is quite the

joker.) Butler gets his revenge and them
some when he plows Bruce while his host
is bent over a tombstone. In pon film-
dom sex occurs out of bed more often
than in one. (One of my favorite all time
scenes has the bottom getting it in a
wheelbarrow. It's a classic!)

LS

MEN

PORTFOL It ;“—'-"

Back at the house, Luke Savage
comes across Flex Gamble. Gamble sav-
ages Savage who begs for more through-
out the scene.

In the last scene, Joshua Scott spies L.
A. Mont lying in a coffin masturbating,.
Scott soon has more than a mouthful
before being mounted by Mont. The boys
all gather in the living room where Bruce
tells them that all are guests, and there
are no paid escorts, they've all been
Tricked Treats!

(This video is available at Video
Adventures)

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for
Freelance Photo Journalist

Community Oriented Part Time
Writer. Photographers to cover your
home town: Madison, Green Bay &
NE WI, Kenosha/Racine. Janesville,
Eau Claire, LaCrosse, Central and
NW Wisconsin, Great commissions,
wonderful boss!

Call Nadine now at (414) 226-0075
or fax resume to (414) 226-0096.
Join the growing family at

Wikight

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
for Sales Reps.

Energetic Part Time Sales People to
represent us in your home town:
Madison, Green Bay & NE WI,

. Kenosha/Racine. Janesville, Eau

Clair, LaCrosse, Central and NW
Wisconsin. Great commissions,
wonderful boss!

Call Nadine now at (414) 226-0075
or fax resume at (414) 226-0096.
Join the growing family at

Witigit
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Speaking of
Talking
Dirt)
by Sii Shepard
ho among us hasn't had the
w experience? We're kneeling
before the man of the
moment, mouth full and happy, when he
growls, in his best Jeff Stryker imitation,
“Yeah, suck that big dick!” Oh, yuck!

Surely, there's some way of talking
dirty without lapsing into the cliches you
always fast-forward through while watch-
ing porn. The script, of course, should
depend on what you and your partner (or
partners) are into. For some guys,
silence is golden, maybe punctuated by
nothing more than grunts, moans, and
an occasional “Oh God!” Others, maybe
those who were in the high school drama
club, prefer a nonstop verbal sound
track.

There's the usual stuff: “Man, | like
your dick!" or “That feels really great.
Could you do it, uh, a little harder?” But
if you're going to veer into Strykeresque

tough talk, why not get a wee bit more

gmof" b o e von

personal? “Suck that dick” sounds so
abstract, like the organ in question isn't
even connected to your body.

Go for the literate approach: “l want to
fuck your face till | shoot a big, hot load
down your throat.” Maybe it's not Jane

Austen, but it's a lot more interesting, in

a pom cliche way, than just “Suck that
dick.” Better yet, customize your dirty
words. Talk about the guy's hair color,
his profession, his apartment. That is, if
you've ever been in his apartment; oth-
erwise, you can talk about the trees in
the park or the restroom decor.

There's also the fertile ground of role-
playing fantasy. Sure, some of us actual-
ly like to dress up as a harem boy and
dance around a scarfdraped apartment,
but sexual fantasy can most easily,
quickly, and cheaply be realized through
verbal action. Even if you can't afford a
pair of chaps, you can always talk like a
leather top. Just invent a good script.

Pleading, “| want you to bend over,”
won't get you as far as, “On all fours.
Now!” If you're a bottom, sprinkling your
chat with “Sir's” will make the power
imbalance obvious, even while you get
the top to do exactly what you want him
1o.

It's always fun to get a bit transgres-
sive, too. Evui‘!’youjustmmahm
priced party at Palm Springs, good dia-
logue and- % partner can tum the

{ \iwel MEN CALL...
-900-443-5577

"99:.

You must be 18+

screwing behind the barn. There's all
sorts of twisted stuff for the more dar-
ing.

An asshole can become a “pussy,” for
example, though “manpussy” seems a
bit too contrived, at least to me. My very
butch pal Tom has confided that, in the

heat of passion, he just loves to whim-

per, “Oh, Daddy, please fuck your little
girl's pussy.” Take care, though; one
man's aphrodisiac is another man's
gross-out. If you're trying out a line of
perverse chat, start slowly and gauge
your partner's response. If he joins right
in, the sky's the limit.

Then there's outright verbal abuse, an
art form in itself. Those of you who've
never tried it have no idea how difficult it
is to keep saying humiliating, insulting,
demeaning things for hours on end with-
out getting bored or repeating yourself
endlessly. Well-crafted verbal abuse can
cut awfully close to the bone, though.
Calling someone’s tiny dick a “tiny dick”
can be liberating and hot and nasty, or
just plain insulting.

When topping in a verbal abuse
scene, it helps to be imaginative and
aware. In addition, if you're a verbal
abuse bottom, give your top some clues
as to how he's doing. (For example, “Oh
yeah, Sir, it's a tiny dick, and it's so hard
and hot for a real man like you.")

Let's face it, guys will say almost any-

thing in the throes of passion. But watch

your mouth - saying “| love you" can have
all sorts of unintended consequences.
And, no matter how close the moment of
orgasm, calling your boyfriend by your
ex’'s name is just plain rude.

Simon Sheppard’s work appears in
numerous anthologies, including the
forthcoming Best Gay Erotica 2000
(Cleis Press) and Best American Erotica
2000 (Simon & Schuster). He can be
reached care of Wisconsin Light or at
SmutSmith@aol.com. :
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out
in] cather
by Charles
Grosz

This week's column is serious — deadly
serious.

Safety in S&M play is by far the first and
most important lesson to be learned, and
the last word in choosing a partner. Even
under the most controlled and planned
scenarios, things may suddenly go disas-
trously wrong. There are volumes about
specific precautions for the myriad of sex-
ual SM activity. Today we will deal with the
aftermath of a scene gone bad.

S&M and the law is a murky quagmire
under any circumstance. Should you find
yourself the victim of nonconsensual, vio-
lent actions during an encounter, or acci-
dentally cause harm to someone in an
agreed upon activity, you may find yourself
dealing with the legal and investigative
branch of local government.

| stress now that this column is not
offering legal advice. You should follow
only the directions and consul of your own
lawyer. | want to give you an idea what to
expect in case of trouble, so that you will
be able to think a little more clearly in an
emergency.

Should you find yourself the victim of
nonconsensual violent sex, even after
agreeing to other activity, you do have
rights. At any time in an encounter, you
have the right to bring all actions to a halt.
Be sure to have a “safe” word pre-
arranged, other than “no” or “stop,” so
that there is no question that you want 'to
cease all activity.

If the aggressor does not stop, it is no
longer consensual SM sex, but a violent
sexual assault. You may wish to file a com-
plaint with the local police department or
District Attorney after the ordeal. You may
be more comfortable using an attorney to
help with the initial contact, and you will be
taken more seriously.

Be sure to record the investigating offi-
cer's name. Make follow up calls to the
officer and District Attorney for regular
updates on the case. Keep in mind that if
not stopped, this sick individual may very
well continue in his ways.

You can minimize the chances of getting
into a bad contact if you follow a few guide:
lines. If you leave a bar or club with a
stranger, introduce him to a friend or the
bartender. Follow your instincts. He may
look like a perfect fantasy, but if some-
thing tells you all is not right, take a pass
that night, possibly agreeing to meet him
another time.

In a recent California incident, a top was
accused of mercilessly beating a bottom
and leaving him in very poor condition. It
turns out the bottom fabricated the tale —
but what if this should happen to you? First
off, know and UNDERSTAND your rights —
the right to remain silent and the right to
the presence of an attorney.

The police will try to get you to talk
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immediately; it helps their case and saves
time. A statement as innocent sounding
as “He asked me to do it!" puts you, by
your own words, at the scene, with the
accuser. Sexual battery is a serious
charge, and the cool, knowledgeable mind
of an attorney should plan the strategy.

To safeguard against such problems,
introduce your bottom to friends or the bar-
tender, mentioning that the two of you are
planing some consensual pldy. Get wit-
nesses to the fact that the bottom left of
his own will, and that he seemed eager to
participate in S&M activity.

These testimonies may not clear you
immediately, but it will begin to erode the
dishonest charge. Probably the worst fear
a top has is that the bottom will have seri
ous health complications during a scene.
This could happen to anyone, even the
best tops. If there should be any sign of
trouble, stop all actions immediately. If yau
feel the need for emergency service, dial
911. Make the sick or injured party feel as
comfortable as possible.

When help arrives, be totally honest.
Conflicting stories will only cast suspicion
on you. Do not try to alter the scene or
dress the injured, etc., for should there be
a police investigation, tampered evidence
will reflect badly on your credibility. Contact
a lawyer immediately if the Police become
involved.

It is rare that these types of problems
occur. There is usually very high honor and
respect among real -S&M players, and
those with a bad name are shunned, and
their names spread across the leather SM
world quickly. There is no need for para-
noia, but a pinch of caution is recom-
mended. Be careful out therel

This week marks the First anniversary
of the death of Ed G. my closest leather
friend of over 20 years. The circum-
stances of Ed's accidental death, though
nothing more than fate, are tragic
nonetheless. Ed was a shining example
of honesty, charity and industry to which
all true leather people should aspire.

He worked tirelessly for years as the
spokesperson for an intemational leather
association, as well as sharing his time
and resources with local leather folk less
fortunate than himself. An accomplished
musician and composer, Ed translated
into sound those emotions that can not
be put into words but will not remain

_ silent.

His actions spoke louder than words
and his desire for recognition as silent as
the stars. Still, his surviving partner David
and | are a few of the fortunate ones. We
were touched by a spirit so tender and
dignified that it remains part of our souls
~ today, tomorrow and into the light.

- Pax Aetemam.




