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ARCW Needle
Exchange Program
Ranked Second Best
in the Nation

Milwaukee— The AIDS Resource Cen-
ter of Wisconsin (ARCW) was awarded a
$25,000 provided by the George
Williams Fund of the Tldes Foundation,
San Francisco, Calif., for operation of its
1998 needle exchange program in Mil-
waukee and Racine.

ARCW ranked second out of more
than 60 grant applicants nationwide for its
successful needle exchange program
LIFEPOINT by a committee of national
needle exchange experts. ARCW's needle

exchange program ranked second best m
mlfﬂ country bec&ausc ((:gl::lts[n'ah harm reduction

osophy and its ensive, non-
Judgengi approach to workmg with
mjection drug users, their e aa:nﬁilfg
sex partners, a gro Creasm
risk for contra h HEIV ¥

"We are that in Milwaukee we
operate one (t);; the finest nee?ile Df:)xchangN le

rograms in the country," sai ug Nel-
gon, ARS;Y executive Adg&cs“?'r "'1"h15

tnot recognizes s
mrecordgmeuutma
to reach more people at risk for HIV and
save more lives." :

"The Tides Foundation, Ag'ml along
with the recent selection of W to re-
ceive a $103,000 needle exchange grant
from the Wisconsin AIDS Fund will hel;e
ARCW expand programming and staff,
said Nelson.

In 199? throu, ﬁve prevention out-
reach workers, W exchanged over
300,000 clean needles in Mﬂwaukw and
Racine. ARCW also referred 191 drug us-
fhri into its ea%l(l)DA freatment program

ough its needle ex: pro

Ngll.lmn added ARC \’gcmlfmczllmnue
advocating for financial it from lo-
cal, state and federal govermnments which
have historically prohibited use of gov-
emment funding for the successful needle

exchange program.

Give the People Light and they will f nd their own way.

isconsin Light

Bill To Limit Domestic Partner

Benefits Introduced In Wisconsin
Hearing Scheduled - 11:00 A.M., February 19, At State Capitol

A Wisconsin Light Report
Madison- &' legidaive hearing
son- e ve hearing
been scheduled on a pro gpo red
by State Representative St ass (R-

Whitewater) that would prohibit the use
of state funds to pay for Domesnc part-
nership benefits.

The proposal, AB-759, wnuld in effect
eliminate the possibility of the state pro-

Gov. Thompson Chosen to Receive ARCW’s
Highest Award at Make A Promise Benefit

Milwaukee -- The 12th annual Make a
Promise dinner & auction Sterlin
Award and Red Rose Award r
have been announced.

These Community Leadership Awards
are annual awards by the AIDS
Rcsource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW)

a person, Of ion or company for
tmtstandmg leadership and meritorious
service to the commumity in response to
the AIDS epidemic. There will be four
awards presented at ARCW’'s Make a
Prtmm.e fund raiser on Saturday, March

The Sterling Rose Award, ARCW's
wﬂnﬂ Community Lea Award
be presented to Governor Tommy G.
Thompson. Gov. Thompsen's leadership

ients

and financial commitment continues to
help lead the way for Wisconsin to maimn-
tain the seventh lowest HIV incidence in
the country. He has also allowed ARCW
and other providers to develop and sustam
strong organizations which are

to meet the changing demands of the

epidemic.

Red Rose Award recipients this year
are: Ameritech, for continued and grow-
ing direct financial sm along with
creating a which en-
courages employee community service
and rewards employees for their mvolve-

ment with non-profits like ARCW; the
Center for AIDS Intervention Research

Please See Gov.Thompson Page 23

w Statewide AIDS Hotline Established at

ARCW for Teens

Milwaukee — Carrie Staller, 18, a stu-
dent at Nicolet High School, has been an-
swering phones on the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin's (ARCW) Wiscon-
sin AIDSline during its teen hours since
this new initiative began in July.

She and other teens on the
Wisconsin AIDSline want their ﬂm to
ask any questions about AIDS they
may have and encourage teens not to put
themselves at risk of contracting HIV. All
calls are anonymous.

"I think that it's important that teens
volunteer, give something back to the
community and prepare to take our posi-
tions in society,” said Staller. "We are the
new generation."

Nation’s Leading LGBT Groups Planning
March on Washington in 2000

Washington, DC— The nation's largest
and Lesbian political org; on

mtr the nation's lmgest Gay -based
nﬁwemmt announced plans on February
a march on Washington in
thesprmgofthc year 2000. The event will
be by veteran march organizer

Tyler who brought the organiza-

tmns together to formulate
The t%vo are the m&m
) and ﬂle Universal

Churches (MCC) Spnkespeople for HR%
and MCC said that they are exploring
s%n g 2000 for the "Millennium DY
ashington for Equal Rights."
prummen

signed on as endorsers, mcluding the Na-
tional Black Gay and Lesbian
Fomm,theNanonalIannu&[mbmn
Gay Organization, the National Center for
L%blaanghts,theGayandlmhanAm-
Defamation, the National
Youth Advocacy Coalition, Parents,
Families and Fnends of Lesbians and
Gays, the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, and the Gay and Lesbian Victory

Fund.

Representatives from these organiza-

nunsan.dothersm]lbesmglntopmug;

Ol an o,

%ﬂehelpfmm m‘gmnutlmmd

presananmoftheevem
Thjsmarchwﬂlsetanewmcfora

new_ century," saldEhtheth

ecutive director of the Human RI%ES

"Full equality under the
will | ach:evananmmenewmﬂ-
lemmn.

cl-

"Together, we will solidify the
wevemadeovermepaﬁdecadﬁan call
our nation to live out its promise of
and justice for all,"™ said the Rev.
E?égﬂ , founder of the Universal Fel-
€s.

of Metropolitan Community

"This march will set the pace
fnﬁsgmaljusuce and human ri S

organizations are wcn:kmﬂﬁ y

with Robin Tyler to produce the event.
Tyler, was an instrumental organ-
past three marches on

1zer cer of the
W dating back to 1979.
Rohms df.pth of expenmce commu-
ble energy

uni lquahl‘yhcrtolead e or
mdq;wgwﬂnshlstoncevem, sa:dﬂug

Tmﬂs a historic time in our move-
ment. Although we have much
visibility and a measure of cultural ac-
B e vy i s
sense i
march will once agsmd theg]fm
teem, strength and unwavering
_ai_atlun ofdtg_s Lesbian, Gay,Blsexualand
The march was 25, 1993, and
amnaedmurethmlnnﬂxmputlcrpama
ccording to or;
e O tveraay Feltowshi
Chmd:m:sthewm
pledmnnmﬂy

ﬁy i968wnhaomm;l;gnmttoso-
temdetholl Calif., UFMCC

mumposedofmoretl:an30010ca]oun-
gregations in 15 countries.

€s-

sla: and
gomded by

When working on the Wisconsin AID-
Sline, she finds that there is one question
most communly asked:

Caller: "Where can I get tested?"

Staller: "There are anonymous testing
sites, where names are not kept on file and
confidential testing " sites, where medical
rcoolﬂsarckcptblnnotmvealed,maﬂ
Wisconsin counties. Would you like to
hear about the ones in your area?"

She “knows the answer to questions
about AIDS because she and other teens
who serve on the three-hour shifts, 3:00 to
6:00 pm. or 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, have taken extensive
training at ARCW.

"The teen hours appear to be the practi-
cal way to supply correct information in
an easily accessible form," said Neil Al-
brec.hml, ARla(J::Ygd regional ];!:ector

e it in response

wag&g&uns from focugm groups. "We

to leam what kind of prevention

ﬁm}s would be eﬂ‘ectlveba“&th vt:t:h:s and

ocus groups came peer
education as the best tool,” said Albrecht.

"Tee:;s ueg‘cilI1 to be able to talk tg‘ other
teens. Peer eahon 1sa y effective
prevention strategy," saldh%{m:ch "In
recent months, teen calls to the Wlsconsm
AIDSline have nearly doubl

Estimates are that 50 percent of all new
incidences of HIV infection are in people
under the age of 24. One recent study co-

red by Yale University and
able indicated that many teens seem to
be uninformed about the risks of con-

% e disease through the exchange

y fluids, nam::ly sexual inter-

Tm teen volunteers have completed a
mmmmﬁhmsofm?tﬁglusthree.
3-hour shifts of observing
sin AIDSline operators. Teens staffing the
Wisconsin AIDSline will be supported by
an adult at all times and generally work
two shifts a month. "

Posters and informational fl have
been sent to prin cm
schools and high s lsacmsslhasme,
mdtosumemvateschmls Posters and

gram, 1
Teens in the Milwaukee area may call
the Wisconsin AIDSline at 414-273-
AIDS, and those across the state may call
800-334-AIDS.

viding health insurance benefits for the
partners of its unmarried employees in-
volved in same sex and opposite sex re-
latio s including those working in the
state university system. In addition it
would have what some call "a chilling ef-
fect" on efforts to convince local govern-
ment units to offer such benefits by for-
bidding them from using state funds to
pay for them.

The hg on AB-759 will take place
on Thursday 19" at 11:00 a.m.
in room 417 Nurﬂl of the state capitol.
The hearing will be held by the Assembly
Committee on Insurance, Securities and
Corporate Policy.

According to a memo circulated by Nass
Bnur to his introduction of the AB-

59 is a response to the Madison School
Board's granting of domestic partnership
' Domv cepartnm erslup ﬁmﬂie? .

estic € are

growmg m populamz throughout the

¢ number of corporations

now oﬁ”er 1hem to their unmarried em-

ployees as do a %rowm g number of local

governments including the City of Chi-
cago.

e Madison school board is r
be the first local governm unit
Wisconsin to offer these benefits.

Gay and Lesbian leaders were quick to
condemn the which has twelve
co-sponsors, all of them Republicans.

Please See Benefit Page 22

PrideFest Announces
Addition of Youth
Activity Area

Milwaukee, PrideFest is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of the Youth Activity
Area to its 1998 line-up. Due to the suc-
cess of the 1997 Youth Stage, and elabo-
rating on the 1998 theme, “Many Worlds,
One Commumity,” PrideFest is expanding
thes!aetousowndemgnatedamafm

days of activities that will be of
mterest to Wisconsin’s LGBT youth.

LGBT youth organizations throughout
the state, were contacted two months ago
and solicited for ideas for the new Youth
Activity Area. A youth/adult committee
has been formed and is meeting periodi-
cally lan different events, but most of

wnrﬁ has been done by the youths
ﬂlemselves

“We are very pleased at how the
¥0|mger members of our commmn have

ocused on this ichael
Lisowski, mor for Ga

Yom.h
Milwaukee. “They reahzethal have
vaiuablcmputastowhatth d]xkc
to see at PrideFest and the i sl’.heyare
commgbmup with wﬂl mterest not just
Suggestions so ﬁu‘ include a fashion
show, skits and plays, a parody of a

Eﬁgﬂ home ﬁx-lt gram renamed to

rted to

, famil a&“le“’éél’ui';’ an.

y-and spirt pan-

els, ouners,adanngpmeand uth

'111!;,?..1‘;1f 8 alsocunszdezing
committee is as-

sembling its float entry in the Youth Ac-

vg_AmbcforethepnndeunSmdaym
ort to get more youth involved.

The committee tlle amvm vol-

working volunteers w:th ideas and sug-
ons are en to either call 414-
Sk 3303 paidil DOkl com
e com

or fax 414/272-3391 to get mvolved.

To up on the latest dcveluments
or to you name to our mailing list,
visit our website at .com. You
can also e-mail PrideFest with any sug-
gestions or comments at pride-
milw@aol.com.

e e e
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News Briefs

Suicide in Little Rock
Little Rock, AK—The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) re-
that once again, a ’s irresponsible publishing of the names and ad-
esses of men arrested in public sex raids has led to one of the victims committing
(e i, 24 men 6 il 10 3085 Bk SR 6 DavETUBe: POl Eig s
e story, “24 men are cited in 3-day stng,” the aper publi ight men’s
names and addresses for being arrested on es of ‘ ¢ sexual indecency: a mis-
demeanor.” One of those men then killed himself. The Democrat-Gazette does not
print the identities of others arrested in mi or sex-related offenses,
or any other misdemeanors. When the n ran a June 25, 1993 article on a ma-
jor heterosexual prostitution sting, it did not ify any of the men arrested, and even
lutred the photo of one man to protect his identity.

Gray Lady Visits New York’s Bourgeois Gay Bars
New York, NY—Exqmm% the sociological reasons behind the development of a
new aesthetic for the city’s Gay bars, an article in the February | edition of the New

York Times raises several interesting issues facing New York Gay men. “A new gen-

cration of Gay bars have all but jettisoned dark and dingy interior designs for cleaner,
airier, more creative spaces,” writer David Colman says. “[It] mirrors a
in attitude among patrons of Gay bars: a self-confidence al ing out, a rising eco-

nomic prosperity and less fear of harassment by non-Gays. Traditionally, Ga% bars
have been windowless dives that cloaked patrons in anonymous darkness while pro-
tecting them from the scrutiny of passers-by.” The open, windowed new bars, Colman
says, “illustrate that many Gay men to be embracing some of the values and
freedoms of mamstream society ich they have often been excluded. Although

, from
such bars still function as they always have-as pickup plac are now also attrac-

tive meeting places for friends, where a Gay man can bring a xual acquain-
tance without fear of complaint and even where Gay couples can go, undaumted by a
heavy cruising scene.” He cautions, “But the more wholesome-looking digs have not
been universally embraced. The closing of[sex-oﬁenxl?g]bnckmomshas been attacked
by Sex Panic, a vocal Gay that advocates se liberation, for representing a
crackdown on the freedom of Gay men.
Arkansas Sodomy Law Challenged

Little Rock, AK—Local Little Rock, izati jommed with the

| Arkansas, organizations
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund (LLDEF) on January 23 to announce a
lawsuit on behalf of seven Lesbians and Gay men against the state’s sodomy ban. Cur-
rently, the statute makes certain sexual behaviors, including oral sex between two
same-sex consenting adults a misdemeanor, punishable by up to a year in jail and a
$1,000 fine, LLDEF is seeking that the law be declared umconstitutional, with the
plaintiffs arguing that the statute violates their rights of equal treatment and privacy.

Marine Court Martialed After Anti-Gay Bombing
Washin DC—Groups monitoring the investigation of the July 12, 1997, bomb-
ing of a Washington, D.C. Gay ha.r?;%ed ise to the U.g. Marines for the
punishment given to a Marine who plead guilty in the attack, but hastened to criticize
the Marines’ for failed to identity the bombing as an anti-Gay hate crime. On January
29, Lance Corporal Ryan Barren admitted to conspiracy, assault and theft and was
court martialed with a bad-conduct discharge and sentenced to 120 days’ confinement.

Lawmakers Ban Same-Sex Marriage
(0] ia, WA— Washington lawmakers, with the help of the govemor, have banned
samg-.:eg marriage, putting to rest a volatile issue thal]phad threatened to overshadow
b e ohtas Galicd possibly Gninecatented: Bition Feiday, Feby 6, fackatod peses
e choreo action , Feb. 6, n e
uflheban.qﬁquﬁobybénomﬁc(iov. Gary Locke stnoverﬁdebybipaxﬁs&

su‘%r-l_mjorma in both houses. . : 1
sides, even longtime backers of Qmaty rights, pronounced themselves satisfied with
the result, since it avoids a November referendum,
Foes, including Rep. Ed Murray, who is Gay, said they will tum to the courts,
Washington becomes the 27th state with such a han.‘q'he bill, HB1130, defines mar-
riage as the union of one man and one woman and says the state will refuse to recog-
nize any same-gender marriages performed elsewhere.

Bishop Prays for Bad Weather

Nassau, Bahamas— Bad weather prevented a cruise ship filled with Gay men from
landing in the Bahamas, and clerics who opposed the visit said the storm was an an-
swer to their prayers.

The Norwegian Cruise Line already had been refused permission to dock m the
Cayman Islands with some 900 Gay people who have chartered its vessel, the Lee-
ward, out of Miami. i e
m;{lhenlhe Bahamas govemment stepped in with an invitation. But the storm quashed

“'The weather was a great factor because the government made it abundantly clear to
ugthattheyweretgo' to allow that ship to come," said Baptist Bishop Harcourt
Pinder, president of the Bahamas Christian Council. *But I still feel thz:lgmyerisd:e
weapongshoﬂduseluﬁghtalmoftheillsaboutus.Pm;erfaﬂsnot history has
proven that."

Church leaders had taken in a demonstration Tuesday in downtown Nassau to
prgée(:l‘s( ((Zhai gisil, organized by Atlantis Events Inc., a Gay tour operator in West Holly-
wi 5

King’s Niece Urges Repeal of Pro-Gay Law
Augusta, ME— The niece of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. urged Mainers to repeal

Maine's Gay rights law when they go to the polls on Feb. 10. ;
Alveda Celeste King told a rally of about 300 sign-waving le in the State House
Thursday, Feb. 5, that the Gay rights movement should not be compared to the black

civil rights movement.

““There is no similarity," she said. King told the crowd, assembled by fundamentalist
Christian groups leading the assault on the newly enacted law, that she was not con-
demning homosexuals, but said Ga(farpeoplc violate God's laws.

Alveda King, who began her address by asking the crowd to kneel in prayer, said
Gays are not told to sit m the backs of buses or barred from restaurant counters as
blacks were in the South before the civil nights movement.

She also questioned clams of many Gay people that they cannot help the way they
are, saying, I've heard the "I was bom that way’ story many times."

During the rally, Maine Won't Discriminate distributed photocopies of a letter from
Core‘ta Scott King, in which the widow of the slain civil rights leader says ' workplace
discrimination agamst Gay men and Lesbians is real (and) widespread.”

Teens Arrested in Gay Bashing j

Corvallis, OR- Police have arrested three teen-age boys suspected of beating a Gay
student on Feb. 4.

Police arrested Robert’ P. Huffaker, 16, of Corvallis; Cyle A. Schroeder, 15, of Al-
bany; and Michael B. Nash, 16, of Corvallis. s

2 possmpelons Wik pst | ikt S 2

Pa iller, 17, a of four ollowing
with shurs like quergr'p?and “fagmgt,p" police safoﬂf;nsud when he responded to one
Uef;ﬂlllll.e boys making the taunts, boy slugged him in the mouth, knocking out two
t

Miller, a senior at Corvallis High School who leads a snpgort %onup_for Gay students,
said two adults walked by as the name-calling was taking place, but did nothmg.

The attack support from residents of the community.

Onstad said people had called or dropped off supportive messages.

**Paul, I was so sorry to see your face on the front page today," Onstad read from one
note. "It sickens me to think that a town with :vgenmll higher level than average of
educated folk could harbor such idiots as those who atta youw."

Drama Students Forbidden to Perform Gay Play

Spearfish, SD— The show won't go on for a group of high school students who
wanted to perform a controversial play, and one South Dakota group is calling the

situation

The Sp School drama team planmed to present the one-act play called
""Removing the Glove,"” which is about discrimination against Gaypeople?l:ta state
competition Thursday and Friday, February 5 and 6, in Vermillion.

Barry Wick, the group's executive director and board

: g : ident, said not allowing
students to perform the play the way it was written violates their to free speech.
¢ yellow spines of

““The mere s%esuan of homosexuality sends chills down
minister-bigots and legislator-loonies in the state of South Dakota,” Wick said m a new

release issued before his press conference Thursday, Feb. 5.
Plan to Name HIV Patients Causes Worry

Austin, TX~ A to require people with HIV infection to report their names
to local and state officials zsm'sn_ﬁlfms about privacy.
The Texas Department of Health, which is considermg implementing the practice, is

holding a series of public meetings on the issue. The Austin-Travis County health de-
partment is drafting a statement in favor of name-based reporting.
Although the proposal is preliminary, many advocates of people with HIV and AIDS

se it.
%s Nelson, chief executive officer of the city’s David Powell Clinic, an HIV
mwdmmmoenta,' bellileves there is maf nmor accwatedo _mmme:]]an' ce, but alI'm not con-
vin X y name is a safe thing to do ... are i ways, about
information stored any]mgemmmumasmmhasamqmt?%'s’ 2

Birmingham Gay Bars on Alert

Bir: AL~ A letter was received in the first week in February clamming the

. Birmingham bombing of a women’s clinic was carried out by the Ammy of God, which
responsibility

previously claimed for last year's bombings of an abortion clinic and Gay
nightclub in Atlanta. — )

Wary of what in Atlanta, where the bar blast followed the clinic bombing
by about a month, bem police have cautioned Gay bars and Gay-related serv-
ice agencies agai ing an easy target. ; J

“ﬁﬁvemm_dmppmdmehhﬂ@gs.mmakemmmgsmtm
lying around," said David White, Birmingham coordinator of the Gay and Lesbian Al-
hance of Alabama. “Thcmamthmﬁm,ee
community, to be more aware of people they don't know."
Court Declines to Reconsider Pro-Gay Law

Cincinnati, OH— A federal court on Thursday, Feb. 5, left intact a ruling

that upholds Cincinnati's 1993 chz amendment that forbids the city to enact or en-
force any laws based on sexual orientation.

is more of a close-kmit

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of tumed down a request for the full court to re-
consider an Oct. 23 decision by a judge panel of the court that upheld the Cincin-
nati charter amendment.

Gay rights activists who oppose the Cincinnati amendment had asked the court to re-
consider. They failed to get the required majority of the appeals court judges to go -
along with the request to reconsider. L ; =

The court did not disclose how all of the judges voted, but six of them dissented.

The Gay rights activists now plan to ask the U.S. Supreme Court to review the case,
said Alphonse Gerhardstein, one of their lawyers. They have 90 days to file with the
Supreme Court, he said.

Chicago Cuts Ties With Boy Scouts

Chicago— The city has a to sever ties to Boy Scouts of America programs until
the group accepts Gays stogs a religious oath. ! !
The agreement Wednesday, Feb. 4, es a federal lawsuit filed against Chicago by

the American Civil Liberties Union. In agreeing to settle, the city avoided accepting

blame.

The ACLU sued last April seeking tomdmeciwm.ippf%Smm

gmms.'melawsuitallegéftrlllle' s mvolvement violated the separation of church and

state principle and that the Scouts’ ban on admitting Gays is discriminatory.

C'theACL wﬁdtgdsaﬂanmtaucwryofmgurquoﬂlqrmmm a cue from
icago's action their sgtmsorship ese discriminatory programs." )
Thc:gciiyagreedmpaydlrsz,Ooomcuurtcosts,smdACLUanomeyRogcrLe:sh-

man.
Gay 007
London— A Gay couple is gathering intelligence for Britain's foreign secret service
e1ICy 0N an espi mission to another country, newspapersrg;_xggl
agl'heSupday imes said the two men had been sent to one of 's largest over-
seas missions.
Sir Gerald Wamer, the former deputy head of the MI6 spy agency, disclosed the in-
formation accidentally, the newspaper said. ; 5
“MGismehmnmmdoflhejmenjgmcemdopemmmamfhdomrdway. It
now has a staff of 1,800 and has just sent the first homosexual couple abroad," Wamer

said during a talk to a local group about his experiences. At
The Tdep:ﬂﬂs::ﬁ&e&ywwmnatsemasasecmtymkbecause

State Workers to Get Domestic Partner Benefits

Eugene, OR-A state panel has voted to extend health and other benefits to Gay and
unmartied heterosexual partners of state employees. ]

The '_I—to-llv%tg %()th;npl Public Employe&cofeﬂmeﬁt Bt;:ardf applies to all an?if the state's
approximate A 0 making on one of a few states a growin,
nfggerofcigesand 'vmem i tomakegsnchamove. T 3

The policy is to effect June 1 but hinges on a case before the on Court of
A beﬁeﬁls'daisexpectedto decide whether such a board has the authonity to extend
su :

The state is appealing a ruling that says it must extend such benefits to employees at
Oregon Health Sciences University.

Actress Says She’s Not TV’s Resident Lesbian

Los Angeles-AP- Actress Lisa Darr wants to make it perfectly clear: She's not ABC-
TV's resident Lesbian.

It's understandable that the first question of interviewers is, ** Are you Gay?"

After all, Darr portrayed the lover of Officer Abby Sullivan on the network's ""NYPD
B}?ﬁ and she's currently playing with significant other of Ellen Morgan on ABC's

e_n’"

Darr says she's a single heterosexual with a boyfriend and that her casting an the two
series 1s * a complete coincidence." She is savoring the attention, however, after a dec-
g_c}[eh of Osftgad)(' but obscure work in such failed series as *'Crime & Punishment" and

¢ Office.

““Playing characters like this is a non-issue for me, and I really don't think about it at
all" she told the Los Angeles Times in Wednesday's editions. ~ These are two women
that just happen to be Gay. Their sexuality is not the focus of who they are. I'm really
proud to be able to bring this to the forefront.

“'It's a part of life and should be accepted as such."”

U. of Georgia Panel Rejects Partners Benefits

Athens, GA-AP- A University of Georgia panel has rejected a proposal to extend
gu]%ﬁi gc::gls :0 unmarried and same-sex partners after an outpourmg of negative

en

The exccutive committee of the university's staff council voted Wednesday, October
15, to table the ““until such time as state law changes.” :

Supporters of the measure said hope to revive the at a full staff council
mea:mggllgtolo students and , said Michae a staff member who

Its v
'm not 1 I'm disappoi that le will not i ju-
o R v it e il ovcm e




Milwaukee LGBT Community Center
Launches Web Site and Receives Grant

Milwaukee- The Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center recently staked a
claim on the World Wide Web with it’s
hume %ge at milwaukeelgbtcenter.com.

site debuted at the Center’s An-

mml Membership meeting on January 24
wlélc;nthc site i ‘mvsep;;ed ith thi

volunteers, in wi e vi-

sion to create a “Virtual Home of Our

Own,” worked for three months to plan,

organize and create the site. Web site

visitors can access the Center’s calendar

of events, newsletters, press releases,

membership information and volunteer

ermtumnes
page of links to other web sites helps
visitors access further information about
Milwaukee’s umg
community ocmers across the U Up-
coming features will allow web site visi-
tors to register to receive Center news by
e-mail, access information about the
Center’s board of directors, by-laws and
history.
During the web site’s debut at the an-
pual meeting, one member commented
“I've got goose bumps. Now le can
li_get mformation about Milwaukee’s
LGBT community!”
‘Tms would be a good site for tourists
le moving to Milwaukee to leam
?b:hm Fe Cet::ter before amiving,” said
oshua Feyen, enlcrlgpok TSOM.
“Milwaukee’s LGB congggmtymll be
able to leam about the Center’s upcoming
}grogimsleﬁsmewﬂlalsobeanassa
or peop 0 are commg out,
youth who often are not aware o c?cLGB'lY
resources in Milwaukee,” Feyen
In tll;e mme eﬂ‘ons such as the web
site laun ongoing programs
collaborations take place throughout Mil-
waukee.
American Express Grant
The American Express Foundation an-
nounced that the Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center was recently awarded
zl::n $£OU grant from its Vohmteer Action
un
Carol Busche and Deborah Lukovich,
principles of Busche, Lukovich & Associ-
ates, an American Express company, are

HOMEOPATHICS

We have thousands of individual
& combination homeopathic rem-
edies & all the resources you
need to pick the right remedy
for you.

HERBS|

We have over 200 individual
herbs by the ounce, in tinctures,
tablets & capsules. We also
have an extensive selection of
the finest herbal combinations.

SUPPLEMENTS

We stock high quality vitamins,
minerals, green foods, antioxi-
dants & generic supplements.

We have been Madison’s source
for homeopathics, herbs &
supplements for over 10 years.
We have an extensive health
library, and a customer-access
computer program cavering
herbs, supplements & more. Qur
staffisknowledgeable, &if we
don't have what you're looking
for we'll do our best to get it!

COMMUNITY
PHARMACY

341 State Street
(at Gorham) MADISON
call for a eatalog (608) 251-3242,
tty (608) 251-5339,
prescriptions (608) 251-4454

active volunteers with the Center. Busche

worked with the ﬂ(llmte.r s grants subcom-

mmee to pursue the grant.

T e
enter is

critical to its existence. The need for con-

ity
Ellsworth, chair of the Cenler s Fund De-
velopment committee.

Busche said “I am proud that American
Express established Fund to s%o
organizations like the Milwaukee LGBT
Community Center. American E
believes that the cmzmsh:p has
two components: the behavior of the cor-
poration as a whole, and the behavior of
the individual cmploye&s With the Fund,
American Eﬂn'ess 'Eroudes as much sup-
port as possible to ofuswhoareac-
tively involved in our communities,”

The Center is one of 87 or tions
selected to receive a total of $85,000 from
the Volunteer Action Fund durmg this
round of
A;;I’he %lmteer Actllon F“t.ild offers

ierican Express employees the oppor-
tunity to contribute beyond their volunteer
hours and provide critical financial assis-
tance to organizations that are important

to them,” says Mary Beth Salemo, Presi-
dent of the American E s Foundation.
The Milwaukee Community

Center is a community-based organization
represented by more than 100 volunteers
and over 230 members. The mission of
the Center is to improve the quality of life
for LGBT people in the Metro ukee
area. This mission is supported by the vi-
sion of providin %0:; home for the commu-
nity, advocating for programs and services
that meet the needs of our communities,

educating the public and our communities
about our lives, rering  ourselves
and our groups, and cultivating diversity
and inclusion in every aspect of the Cen-

ter.
The Volunteer Action Fund, a program
of the American ess medanm, was

instituted to recognize the contributions of
its employees who volunteer i their
commumities. Including this round of
awards, American Express has contrib-
uted a total of $1,300,000 to employee
wﬁ::teer eﬂ‘gﬂs worlél\mde since | 94bal
erican om, is a glo
travel, ﬁmmc141}:“7&;s netwop&ngemcegl pro-
vider. Founded in 1850, the Company
provides individuals with charge and
credit cards, travelers cheques and other
stored value products. It also offers finan-
cial planning, brokerage services, mutual
funds, msurance and other investment
produot‘s‘

For more information about the Mil-
waukee LGBT Commumity Center, visit
the Center’s- web site at milwau-
keelgbtcenter.com or call the Center’s Hot
line al (414) 483-4710.

LAMM to Hold
Annual Meeting to
Kick Off Year’s
Activities

Milwaukee—The Lesbian Alliance of
Metro Milwaukee (LAMM) annual mem-
bersm meeting is set for Thursday, Feb-

9, 1998 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the

Ml]lerhm, Stein Hall. The Miiler Inn is
located at 3931 West State Street. There is
limited street g near the Miller Inn.
Additional parking is available at the
Miller Tour Center, 4251 West State
Street, three blocks west of the Miller Inn.

The Miller Brewing Company has gen-
erously -agreed to sponsor this event re-

g in no cost to members. A v
0

o ; and soda will be served
a
'lhme]%aming

Cbuﬂbt dinner prepared by
Y.
ﬁﬂ' be the kick off event

Oﬂlcrevemsmﬂmclndeaslmngﬂmg
at Just Us, a Fall Frolic at Dish, Christmas

in July, a olfomm% PrideFest activities
Py - ball games for the

LAI\M

Comﬁtothemmnalmeeung to leam

more about these events. Anyone inter-

ested in leaming more about LAMM is

muledtoattend.lfycuplantoanendtbis

event or have any ease call
the LAMM office at 414)264- 600

0050 NORTH”PORT WASHINGTQH Roap. .
_Wi 53092 414-241- 1116 .

Mequon,

—
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Editorial

Help!

Recently we received a letter from Bro. |
St. Camillus HIV/AIDS Mini The

Braddock, Executive Director of the
has received two gifts: $100,000 from

the Bradley Foundation and $150,000 grant from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee S

porting Fund (AMS). The AMS money is a challenge grant which means that it is de-

pendent on the
it this effort
isconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, W1 53226.

i ’s raising another $150,000. We slrm‘afil urge €
mg a donation to: St. Camillus HIV/AIDS

everyone to
. 10101 W,

Bro. Braddock’s plea comes at a crucial time for St. Camillus and all those agencies
that are doing everything they possibly can to help those living with HIV/AIDS.

As reports m this issue show,
told that px
added strains on the care

the conferees at the HIV Conference in Chicago were
people with HIV/AIDS are living longer. This is wonderful news, but it puts
groups like the Brady Street Clinic (BestD) and the AIDS Re-

source Center of Wisconsin (ARCW). These strains come as an unfortunate and mis-
taken public attitude grows: 1.e. that AIDS has been licked. Not so! Yet we hear this

over and over again.

To meet the new strains of added responsibilities placed on them, HIV/AIDS care
s need just as much help—if not more—than ever. Please, do what you can. The

t is not over yet, not by far,

d a contribution to St. Camillus or to BestD. Attend ARCW’s up-coming Make A
Promise Dinner in March. If you can’t donate a little money, give of your time. Be-

come a volunteer. Join the hundreds of selfless people who work at the a;

cies.

If you are !ivin%with HIV/AIDS. If you know of or love someone living with the

disease, you must
you.

ow how great the need is yet. We urge you to help those who need

Speaking From the Right

No Virginia, There Isn’t a Santa Claus

Commentary by Scott Evertz

A couple of years ago Madison’s Hotel
Washington burned down. This venerable
mstitution consisting of bars, a dance
club, a restaurant and hotel rooms was
recognized as a Mecca for Gay and Les-
bian Wisconsinites. It was a place where
many were formed and
where Gay and Lesbian students from the

University of Wisconsin could go in ch

peace. It was a nE;acf: where you could
watch pomo fhi to the sounds of a
group of guys jerking each other off in the
corner. It was even the place where one
Madison ammm says he came out.
Indeed, it Iy must have been an extra
special place. I don’t think I know of any
other building for which memorial serv-
ices have been held.
. But, alas, all was not lost. The build-
mg’s proprietors promised that, like the
oemx nsing from the ashes, the Hotel
ashington would rise again on the very
same spot. They warned, however, that 1t
would not be cheap and so there would
need to be a fundraising campaign.

Oh yes, this place must have been a very
special place mdeed. Just as I've never
heard of a memorial service for a building
before, I've never heard of people making
chantable contributions to the owner of a
for-profit business, but make contribu-
tions they did. Stru g Gay and Les-
bian couples who could hardly make ends
meet made contributions so their beloved
II;ljf_ntcl Washington would come back to

e

Unfortunately, even though the Hotel’s
owners were Lo receive a sizable amount
of money from their insurance company
and loyal patrons were making “‘contribu-
tions,” there still would not be enough
money to rebuild, so the aforementioned
alderperson, who referred to the Hotel's
owners as “wonderful people,” helped
them secure city funds and the necessary
waivers (o the rebuilding project
move closer to reality.

Now all they needed was a loan from a
bank and the project would be on again.

The community rejoiced. We would not
be without our place to watch drag queens
and pomo fli for much longer. The
owners indicated they were going to re-
ceive the much-n loan. The Hotel
Washington was coming back to life, or
s0 it seemed.

But there were more glitches and the
Hotel's owners finally declared that the
gemjecl was dead for good. There would

no new Hotel Washington. Sobbing
Gay and Lesbian Madisonians praised the
Hotel's owners for their hard work and
dedication to the community and listened
with mterest as they articulated a vision of
another, less costly, club.

Now, I'll admit that I'm not in the pro-
verbial loop in Madison so there mav he

facts of which I'm not aware. I must say
this from outside the loop, however. This
entire Hotel Washington fiasco has made
our Gay and Lesbian commumity look ex-
mely naive, immature and prone to

What would cause us to believe that in-
dividuals who would stand to gain a great
deal by simply collecting their insurance
eckmdselﬂngﬁxelm&!onwhichﬂlc
Hotel sat ever really were intending to re-
build except extreme naivete? The owners
of the Holi:l W&:lshmgt&leynﬁlad were ‘s)gwy busi-
ness e an to Lhmkm%
that the on which the former Hote
sat would be worth a great deal when the
$70 million Kohl Center opened a block
away. Meanwhile, the Gay and Lesbian
community elevated these individuals to
hero status, even presenting them with

s e daw
y, you ma ve I spent so
muchthnelhiniingandwﬁt.inga&nu

bsgu:{e.}hmg that happened some years
ck?

Well, I'll tell you. It's because the e
rience with the mel Washington is re?lf;r
a metaphor for what's wrong with our
community. It seems we are still just as
prone to buying goods from dlewpmverbia.l
snake oil salesman as ever. We elevate
those who do very little for our commu-
nity and ignore those who are making
contributions i one form or another every

day.

\{(c fawn all over a mazur who may at-
tend every AIDS event he can, but who
consistently votes against increases in
funds for le living with AIDS. We
ignore, on the other hand, a governor who
has a flawless record of support for people
hvm%n\:uh AIDS because we have not

We give standing ovations to candidates
for Congress who have yet to introduce
one piece of pro-Gay legislation and we
don’t even know the names of those leg-
islators who have.

We refuse to believe a candidate for the
Senate who will endorse efforts to end
discrimination and we endorse a Senator
who vowed to strip funds from schools
which promote homosexuality.

We get up and walk out on speeches
given Ey a Congressman who has worked
tom_su:elhatpuxle]i ing with HIV are
not kicked out of the armed forces, but we
scream our approval at a President who
gives us “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

Indeed, this hero worship would be
laughable if it were not so erous. If
we continue to follow those “leaders” who
are really nothing more than real life Wiz-
ards of Oz while ignoring those who are
truly interested in a positive con-
tribution to the Gay and Lesbian cause,
we lose and we look stupid. It’s time to
take Joan Rivers’ advice and “grow up!”

Editor’s Note

Alveda King, President Clinton and Equality

By Terry Boughner
The Associated Press reports that re-
cently, Alveda Celeste King, the niece of
the Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., went
to Maine to address a mof Funda-
mentalists out to repeal 's pro—Ga:y
0
e bo

law. In her remarks, she is r
tween the African-American struggle for

have said that she saw no si

equal rights and the Gay fight for equality.
Gays, 18 to have said, don’t
have to sit in the back of the bus. Nor are

Ga le denied a place at a lunch
cou);ltg:o&ee “News Brigfs" this issue.)
Yes, Ms. King, you're right. No one will
discriminate agaimst us—IF we stay
ﬁnnlmddm away in the closet and act

“just like everybody else.”

I wonder if Ms. King knows the price
that many, many Gay le pay for hiv-
ing the closeted life? she know, has
she any idea at all, the psychological cost
of trying to deny who we are. v

No, Ms. King, when 1 was m high
school, no one knew I was Gay—no one
m:uc,thalls.mdlwas scared to

that someone would find out. If they
had found out, God help me!

Ms. King, I remember Gordon and
Nick. I've told that story in these pages
before about how they fell in love and did
what man e who are m love do
about it. They made love. Gordon killed
himself.

Their name is legion, Ms. Kinmegim_x.
Yes, I can “sit in the front of the bus.” By,
deal! To do that, to have that “luxury,”
and many others like me, have to deny
mdd!ef}';ildhidemdgde.ytgha:&g

e phony every day of the
?e}rryhmnof e day.

We have to lie.
“Me? Have a girlfiriend? No, I'm too
busy studying.” Or some other lame ex-

cuse. Ms. Kmg, would
Eood for someone? You
ealth

Andyi:: doesn’t stop at high school, Ms.

say lying is
it’s

King. It on and on, sometimes
thro! life. You can only live as a
fake just

¥ p:gl:}l? %vls King, have paid
our , Ms. ve a ter-
rible price for racism—and they’re still

it. |
pahy‘l!;'gpeoplc. Ms. King, have paid and are

gayin%ua terrible price for h obia.

oth forms of ion are ml dis-
gusg_l;lgg, horrifying, abhorrent de-
gmAlld those Bible bangers you

fore. God (their God) condemns us. Well, -

you should know that not too lnne§
their God (so they said) condemned your
people too 1if they “got out of their place.”

And another Ms, King, It wasn't
all that long ago when there were laws
preventing African-Americans from get-
ting married. It wasn't “right,” they said.
God didn’t ve. It wasn’t “good for

society,” Yeah, i !

ity is ity, Ms. King. It’s indi-
visible. Both our peoples have paid and
are paying a t_aum price in physical
and psychological

damage for being de-
nied the enlalnén

of human be-

mgs to dignity and equal treatment.
o ll(lmg ﬁmaw& i
wron, ] : y.Itisa
nmnglvaﬂatim on a human theme. It is
not an act, Ms. King. It is a state ofbem%,
whether you and your religious bedfel-

lows want to believe that or not. _
There’s going to come a time, Ms. King,

when this is to live up to its
promise ofcmy {or afl of its ul1(:1.:&(:115
ALL of them, every single one. No God
worthy of the name would want to stop
that.

Ms. King, I want you to know that in
your Maine, you have contributed,
not to the good of people and the accom-

lishment of this country’s highest ideal,
B!n to the injury of people. You have

added to their pain. You have contributed |

to having a society of non-equals. You
have beu'gayu‘l wlmty uncle stood for,
what he fought and died for, Ms. King.

But [ will say one thing for you, Ms.
King. At least I know where you stand in
all this. That’s better, at least, than some
of our political leaders who say they're
for us—talk a good game.

Bill Clinton comes to mind. Oh, yeah, I
know, the politically correct thing to say
1s that he’s done more for us any
other President. More and more, however,
I'm beginninf to wonder if that “more” is
en and I'm beginning to think it is

ot

not.

Would it honestly be too much to ask of
the “President who has done more for us
than any other” to have gone to Maine and

ed us? The governor of Maine did
it. How come not the President?

If he couldn’t go, how about a little note
saying he believed in equality and every-
one should have it before the law. Would
that have been too much from the “Presi-
dent who has done more for us than any
other?”

Silly me to ask that question of the
President who signed and did a
little soft shoe with those Baptist minis-
ters.

Ms. King, why not try and leam a little
abomas?Bam)J(:gthat,whynotjustsit
down and keep quiet. At least you won't
hurt anyone that way.

5:00 p.m.

Deadlines

February 26" Issue
Articles Friday, Feb. 20"
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—Feb. 20™
Camera Ready—Feb. 23™

5:00 p.m.

March 12" Issue
Articles—Mar. 6*
Ads
Non-Camera Ready—Mar. 6*
Camera Ready—Mar. 9"

Caution
The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
tation.
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On the Web
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University Methodist Church to Hold Service
to Honor Committed Relationships

Move Part of Nation-Wide Effort to Show God’s
Grace to Same-Sex Unions

Madison—This Valentine’s weekend
University United Methodist Church of
Madison is joining the United Methodist
Congregations across the country to honor
the committed relationships of all couples
regardless of gender or affectional orien-
tation. United Methodists and especially
clergy and couples—Gay and straight—
across the nation will participate m sumilar
services as a protest against the United
Methodist ?ohcy of not allowing ceremo-
nies that celebrate same-gender unions.

, service will occur at the congrega-
tion’s usual hour of worship, Sunday,
February 15 at 10:00 am. at 1127 Univer-

sity Avenue, Madison. There will be spe-
cial music during the service and a g
tion with refreshments will follow the
service. The service will recognize and
give thanks for persons who have made
commitments to each other by public or
private covenant, or in friendships
whether same-sex or site sex.

In 1996, the United Methodist’s top
governing body, the General Conference,
adopted a social principle forbidding
United Methodist clergy from blessing the
covenant commitments of same-sex cou-
ples. This action ended the long-standing
custom of conducting such services m

Planning Begins for Youth Pride Day in

Washington on April 1

Washington, DC—The Youth Pride groups

Alliance 'A) anmowunced on Feb-
ruary 3 for the Second Youth
Pride Day. Youth Pride Day will take
place on Samrday, Aprl 18, 1998, in
Washi:}gtm, DC’s Circle—the
heart of the city’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
and Transgendered community.

“This event promotes Pride in who and
what we are,” said Christ Dyer,
Chair and founder of the Y Pride Al-

liance. “By creatin % a non-judgmental
space for a day, we help empower youth
to lead healthier and safer lives. This
event is organized by youth for other

Washington, DC’s Youth Pride Day is
unofthreeyomhdprideevenminthe
country. “Youth Pride Day celebrates the
dignity and courage of youth as they come
to accept their sexual idan:irg. ’ said
Youth Pride Dana Palanker.
“The three mam goals of Youth Pride Da
are to promote awareness of issues ef-
fecting GLBT youth, increase the visibil-
ity of this dynamic group and to foster
pride in our community."

Youth Pride Day will continue to feature
national celebrities, speakers from other
states and several testimonials by youth in
the Metro DC area. It will also feature
performances by local bands and enter-
tainers. Additionally, local and national

8

will

pants. :
Last year, over 900 youth and their sup-
nm% the Youth Prde Day.
go included former US Figure
ing Champion Rudy Galindo, noted
g‘mnsge:lldneredJ ac_t.i\ristxji and (&"ermhAAD
pokesperson Jessica Xavier an:
Eaat h5 Your iy e 0
; year, organizers o in-
crease their outreach to youth around the
Metro area as well as continue to build
outreach nationally.
YPA is a coalition of over 25 youth
rt and advocacy groups in the Metro
area including Sexual Minority Youth
Assistance League, PFLAG, the Gay,
Lesbian, Straight Education Network, and
seven campus student groups. It’s mission
is to celebrate the dignity and courage of
all young people as they discover their
identity as Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual or

straight and challenge society to stop the
hate, the violence, the fear, the 1solation
and the denial.

For more information, call Christopher

i on,
Dyer at (202) 588-8008.
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many local congregations, including Uni-
versl)t(y Church g hﬁgﬁm ¢

The congregation’s delegate to the Wis-
consin Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church, Steven E. Webster,
explained, “This action of our General
Conference excludes loving couples from
receiving the ministry of the church. In
addition, it seeks to limit God’s grace in
the world. We at University Church are
saying ‘no’ to mjustice and ‘yes’ to love
and life as precious gifts of God.”

It has recently been announced that Rev.
Jimmy Creech of Omaha, Nebraska will
go before a United Methodist Church trial
court for Orming a same-sex umion
ceremony for two women who are mem-
bers of his congregation, First United
Methodist Church of Omaha. Though the
ceremony was a private one, Creech let
his Bishop know of his mtentions before
hand and refused to obey the Bishop’s ad-
vice that charges likely ensue.

1300 United Methodist glergy across
the country have signed a statement titled
“In All Things Charity” protesting the de-
nomination’s ban on same-sex union
ceremonies. By signing the document,
these clergypeople are challenging the
United Methodist Church’s official posi-
tion that holds the practice of homosexu-
alm{ly to be “incompatible with Christian

Among the six points in the document
H.1.T. To Hold

Casino Run

Milwaukee—The Holiday Invitational
Toumament (HIT) would like to invite
everyone on a casino fundraising trip,
Saturday, February 28 to the Empress Ca-
sino in Joliet, Illnois. Cost per person is
$20 and includes the following: roundtrip

mla% breakfast,

Ltgch 3 gambling sessions aboard the
t

mhgé%%x the Ni_&M Club betw oen. g(;ga
:30 am. for eye opening bloody
marys and screwdrivers. will be
jémmgw.!ﬁat 8:00 am. Retum to the M&M

lub will be around 7:00 pm.

Slggup now. Reservations are limited to
.lheﬁm 44 people who sign up and paid
in full.

For tickets and more information, call
Peter at (414) 963-4037 or see your M&M
bartender.

are commitments to support “appropriate
liturgical covenantal commitments be-
tween same-gender couples™ and to “work
and pray for the ordination of Gay men
and Lesbians who are otherwise called to
and qualified for ordained ministry.”

“The overwhelming response to the call
for a witness of graciousness and justice
makes it clear that the United Methodist
Church must and will open its doors to all
persons of faith. We believe that this is
only the beginning of the movement
within our denomination and others to re-
claim the Gospel of grace and inclusive-
ness from forces of mean-spirited legal-
ism and distorted literalism,” said Rev.
Grpgoa; Dell of Broadway United Meth-
odist Church, one of the initial 15 clergy-
peo‘Ple who issued “In All Things Char-
ity.

_ Clergy signers from University Church
m include the Rev. Dianne
Reistroffer, the congregation’s Pastor as
well as the Rev. Robert Adams, Rev. John
Kruse, the Rev. Cecil Findley, the Rev.
Brian Rice McCarthy and the Rev. Amy
Whatt all of whom are affiliated with the
congregation. :

MAKE IT YOUR SHOE STORE

MILWAUKEE, WI 271-5175

.E
specialists.

From coast to coast, our

helplessness — we have

Medicare and
Most Insurance Accepted

E [hey Were the Best of

Pride and Solutions is the nation’s leading
provider of mental health and addictions treatment
to the lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. We're
also HIV/AIDS-related stress, depression and grief

personalized, professional and tranquil atmosphere
to address the issues that effect your life.

Whether it's the company you keep, the behaviors
you've adopted or the overwhelming sense of

Better times could be just a phone call away.

Call Us Today
1-800-DIAL-GAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

PRIDE INSTITUTE
AT SOLUTION

Friends

centers offer a safe,

the solutions.

S

Los Angeles
(three facilities)

New York Area
Washington, D.C.

It Was the Worst of Times

Pride Institute at Solutions

"
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AlIDS NEW

Clinton’s Budget Proposal Has Good News
‘and Bad News for Those With HIV/AIDS

Washington, DC—President Clinton's
T
peopie ving wi
pl-{[% and AIDS, but shortchanges essential
prevention  programs  administered
through the Centers for Disease Control
ggh (gennon, ac}c&r(d:i)ng to the Human
ts Camy :
p%lhg:é;ood News

"The good news is that the president is
asking for increases for care, housing,
drugs and research in a budget that is bal-
anced," Winnie Stachelberg, HRC's po-
litical director, said today. "Unfortunately,
by calling for no increase for HIV pre-
vention, we miss an opportunity because
prevention is the only sure path we have
right now to save lives." . ;

Among the most significant increases in
the president’s overa
for fiscal 1999 is 35 percent more for the
AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP),
which enables le with HIV and AIDS
to obtain new, life-prolonging drugs. A
year ago, the president's budget asked for
no mcrease in the ADAP program.

"We are heartened that the administra-
tion has heard the message of the HIV and
AIDS community and is asking for a sig-
nificant imcrease for these programs,"
Stachelberg noted.

The Bad News |

A rc}gort last July by the National Alli-
ance of State and Territorial AIDS Direc-
tors and the AIDS Treatment Data Net-
work, found that more than half of the 52
state ADAPs have had to impose limits on
their l‘pmgrams because of inadequate fed-
eral funding.

Although the president’s budget includes
no increase for AIDS prevention pro-
grams at the CDC, it does eammark $5
million in new money for HIV prevention
in minority communities as of $80
million for a CDC program a ing ra-
cial inequities in health treatment.

"This 1s a good step, but small in light of
the need," Stachelberg said. "As the presi-
dent's own HIV/AIDS advisory council
indicated in a report card last year, this

HIV/AIDS budget -

administration needs to exercise bolder
leadership in HIV prevention efforts. We
had hoped to see an indication of that
le: m the budget and are
still waiting for Health and | Serv-
ices Secretary Donna Shalala to allow
u}s-me Qfm;)%edmﬂchafgnds to be used for
esaving € ex ge programs.”

_The president also requested a $21 mil-
Housing Opportunities
for People With AIDS program. This rep-
resents a 10 cent boost over fiscal
1998. when $204 million was appropri-
ated for HOPWA. About 90 percent of
these funds go directly to states and cities
to provide housing for le with AIDS.

the area of care, the president asked
for a $165 million increase above the $1.2
billion riated last year. Of that in-
crease, about $27 million would go to
states under Title II of the Ryan ite
CARE Act, giving them the flexability to
earmark the for drugs.

Title I of the CARE Act would receive
an increase of about $25 million. Title 1
supports cities and counties hardest hit by
the AIDS epidemic to fund primary medi-
cal care and essential support services like
case management and ion to
and from the doctor. Title IIIB of Ryan
White, which provides funds for direct
services to people living with HIV and
AIDS, would get an imncrease of $10 mil-
lion, 13 percent above fiscal '98 levels.

"These increases are particularly wel-
come in light of the dramatic health im-
provements some with HIV and
AIDS have shown after taking the new
drug combinations,” Stachelberg said.
"We continue, however, to call on the
administration to find ways to allow more

ple with HIV to enroll in Medicaid.
more systemic approach is essential

to provide early and comprehensive ac-
ﬁ o medical care for people with

The budget also calls for $1.7 billion for
AIDS-specific research at the National In-
stitutes of Health, an 8 percent increase
over fiscal 1998.

New Study Places HIV Origins a Decade
Earlier Than Was Thought

By Lawrence K. Altman

Chicago— An analysis of a blood sam-
ple preserved since 1959 from the oldest
documented case of infection with the
AIDS virus called HIV-1 shows that the
first such infections probably occurred in
people in the late 1940s or early 1950s,
about a decade earlier than many esti-
gnales_. scientists said Tuesday, February

The researchers compared that sample
with others to build a ily tree to trace
chanFes in the fast-mutating AIDS virus.
The family tree, or phylogenetic analysis,
is m the shape of a starburst, with
branches radiatmg from the center, and
the 1959 virus is close to the center. The
scientists used calculations to estimate the
date when the virus first developed.

The viral family tree cannot pinpoint
where the AIDS epidemic began or how it
was propelled so rapidly through the
world, the researchers said.

But by providing a closer approximation
to the date of the origms of HIV-1, the
most common form of the AIDS virus, it
can help scientists to better understand
how the disease evolved into one of the
deadliest ggidemics in history. .

The 1959 sample came a Bantu
man who lived m Leopoldville, Belgian
Congo (now Kinshasa i the Democratic
Republic of Congo).

In 1986, scientists used what were then
the latest laboratory techniques to show
that he had been infected by HIV-1. But
only now could scientists, using the latest
powerful tools of molecular biology,
1dentify key fragments of the virus in the
last few drops of the blood sample in a
quest for the origins of the AIDS virus.

At a scientific meeting in Chicago on
Tuesday, Dr. Toufo Zhu of the Aaron
Diamond AIDS Research Center in New
York City said his team's conclusions de-
rived from information from the frag-
ments, or sequences of nucleic acids, of
the 1959 virus.

Those
with those

ces were then compared
hundreds of other virus

samples isolated from people infected
smce the AIDS epidemic was first recog-
nized i 1981. The comparisons included
data from a Norwe amily that was in-
fected in the early 1970s.

Scientists study the evolution of viruses
that cause epidemics in the hope of
leaming how to predict and prevent such
ombreais. In the case of influenza, for ex-
ample, such information could lead to
better flu vaccines. The knowledge of
how HIV developed could someday help
scientists prevent similar epidemics.

Many scientists have presumed that the
current worldwide epjgtrznjc got umder
way when the virus was introduced on
multiple occasions in people who were
bitten or cut while butchering infected
primates for food.

But Zhu's team concluded that the major
subtypes of HIV-1 that dominate the cur-
rent epidemic of AIDS in the world have
evolved in humans from a common an-
cestor virus rather than arising from re-
peated cross-species transmissions from
primates to humans.

The findings also give the lie to a widely
publicized theory %fmﬂ by the So-
from 3. U5, gram watios Iaboesiory.

a U.S. gemn- , Dr.
David Ho, the head of the Diamond AIDS
Center, said in an interview.

Ho said the findings indicated that the
major gmug of viruses that "dominate the
global AIDS pandemic at present shared a
?;;lénunn ancestor in the late 1940s or

s.

Thcﬁndipgqalsoogoinwdtotheneedfor
thewruswashﬂlodivgrsifyﬁmhcrin
the future, Ho The virus could theo-
retically mutate to become more danger-
ous or less so.

Ho that HIV-1 might have
been spread by such means as reusable
needles in large-scale immunization pro-
grams for diseases like polio and small-
pox. But Ho said social changes, like
Please See HIV Origins Page 22

AIDS Conference Told of Dramatic Decline
in AIDS Deaths Nationally

U(:_h;& o—AIdD;S deaths a_c.mss44 the
mited States a stunning -
cent in the first h oflastyea:andeggz
more in California, showing the power of
new treatments to control the disease.
Doctors have known almost since they
began widely prescribing potent three-

com ons two years ago that
fewer le with AIDS were dymg, but
even the e seem by the
scope of their success.

“"We can't see the end of the epidemic,

but it's the beginning of a new era,”.said
Dr. Kevin DeCock of the national Centers “RA1E

for Disease Control and Prevention in At-
lanta.

The latest evidence of this change came
Monday, February 2, when CDC officials
presented new data at the Fifth Confer-
ence on Retroviruses and Opportunistic
Infections.

Deaths from AIDS peaked m 1994 and
1995, then nosed downward in 1996, Last
year, that fall accelerated.

“"Treatment is having a marked, dra-
matic impact on AIDS mortality," said the
CDC's Dr. Patricia Fleming,

According to the CDC, 12,040 Ameri-
cans died of AIDS i the first half of
1997, compared with 21,460 in the first
half of 1996.

Meanwhile, California saw a of 60

t in the first six months of 1997.
ere were 1,112 AIDS-related deaths

from Jan to June 1997, cumga:ed
wich,?S?xll;ythcsamc iod in 1996, ac-

cording to the state Office of AIDS.

As AIDS deaths decline, public
apathy increases. AIDS care
groups
come under increasing strain
to meet clients’ needs

The total nationwide figures for last year
will not be tallied until July. However,
l;h}l?r are already in for New York City,

they show an even more impressive
&

Experts from the city Department of
Health reported that XIDS deaths fell
there 48 percent in 1997. This comes on

of a 29 percent decline in New York
S deaths in 1996.

The New York data show that both men
and women and people of all races are
benefiting from the lifesaving break-
throughs m AIDS treatment.

Dr. Mary Ann Chiasson, of the city De-

ent of Health, said there was not a

ig decline in the death rate for women a
year ago.

“"The good news is this year, they are
beginning to catch up," she said.

Sixteen percent of the nation's AIDS
cases are in New York City. About
100,000 New Yorkers have had AIDS,
and 65,000 have died of the disease.

Please See AIDS Decline Page 23

HIV Conference Told Search for Better,
Easier Treatment is On-Going

Chicago— The AIDS cockfail is being
shaken and stirred.
More than 200 reports at an AIDS con-

ference this first week in Fi de-
scribe new combinations of AIDS
all intended to improve on the specta

success of the mixes credited
with the steep drop in AIDS deaths over

the two years.

ngﬂgﬂiﬂ is to concoct new formulations
that are more powerful, less toxic and
easier to take,

Ideally, these new mixes will offer a
second chance to those who failed to do
well on the original combos. And they
will require fewer pills, taken on less rig-
orous timetables, with fewer side effects.

At the Fifth Conference on Retroviruses
and rtunistic Infections, a meeting
this week of the world's top AIDS investi-

ators, U.S. officials announced that

S deaths by nearly half dur-
ing the first six months of 1997. They said
the reason was largely the use of the so-
called AIDS cocktail, which is actually a
combination ué‘dpills consisting of a newer
medicine called a protease inhibitor and
two older ones called nucleoside ana-

logues.
ite this surprising tumaround in the
war on AIDS, there isgno suggestion the
virus is licked.
AIDS Honeymoon?
Some people with S cannot take the
drugs or don't respond. In others, the virus
ervious to the medicines after
seeming to succumb. And experts
worry that many more are enjoying a sort
of honeymoon, after which the virus will
someday with the upper hand.
~ "We've progress, but the progress
is not complete. Not everyone is helped
by the new therapies," said Dr. Douglas
Richman of the University of Califorma at
San Diego. “"Potency, tolerability and
case of use are the real goals." _

A few new AIDS drugs are nearing the
end of human testing and will be sul%mt—
ted soon to the Food and Drug Admini-
stration for approval. Many more are in
the test tube stage of development, and no
one knows if they will pan out.

Missing even a few doses
allows the virus to...
come roaring back

Taken diligently, the AIDS drugs ofien
reduce levels of virus so low they cannot
be detected in the bloodstream. But the
side effects can include high cholesterol,
diabetes, kidney stones, intestinal upset,

“~h_fatigue and headaches.

And missin(éveven a few doses allows
the virus to develop mutations and come
roaring back, impervious to the drugs. Ex-
perts say this is the most common reason

m_a:lt:nem fails: Patt]ile;nts siqlplyd cannot
stick to regimens t OWnin
E:ur or ﬁveglgli]]s at mclzqmmthme times %

Y.
““The goal is to get that down to twice a
day and to get the number of pills down
su ially, too," said Dr. Emilio Emini
of Merck & Co. "' This will make it easier
for patients to adhere to lifelong therapy.”

Several twice-a-day combinations were
&Iresented at the meeting, and evidence so

suggests they work just as well as tak-
tni the medicines three times daily. -

ttempts at starting patients out on the
standardpt"rqiple thempy?aﬂtllm cutting back
to two drugs, have not worked. Doctors at
the meeting say the virus soon re-emerges,
probably from hiding in dormant cells
}vhcrc it is shielded from the drugs' ef-
ects.

Eleven AIDS drugs are now on the mar-
ket, and they fall mto three categories
the inhibitors, such as Merck's
Crixivan and Agouron Pharmaceutical's
Viracept; the nucleoside analogues, a
category that includes the older AIDS

, such as AZT and 3TC; and the non-
nucleoside analogues, which like the nu-
cleoside analogues block viral production
of an essential protein called reverse tran-
o devel

ong other new opments:

e DuvPont Merck Pharmaceutical Co.
plans to sfgetil:ppmva% n é:he second

o or Sustiva, or
A
nucleoside analogue. Ei

reports on
the drug were pre at the meet-
mg, inc one showing that a

two combination with the prote-

ase -t?lrmnglwr Crixivan kept vxruIsn lev-

els below detection for 90 percent of
ents after one year.

. ease inhibitors may not be an es-
sential 1 ient of the cocktail
Studies abacavir, Glaxo Well-
come's experimental nucleoside ana-
logue, it may be combined
with two older medicmes in the same
category 1o ress HIV. This could
be an option for those whose virus
has grown resistant to protease in-
Sevenal stadis presented looked

L Vi S at
four, five- and even six-drug combi-
nationsal'me mt!)ﬁte 'wmmdea iqn of these
approaches test the idea o two
protease inhibitors along géﬂv?:g two
older drugs in an attempt to knock the
virus down more forcefully from the

start.

e Hydroxyurea, a cancer drug, is bein
investigated by several teams for it%
apparent ability to boost the of
nucleoside ogues,suchaspgrlvfr
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HRL Announces
Cream City Brick

Award Winners

Milwaukee—The Human Ri
League for Lesbians and Gays (HRL) is
once again giving out the Cream City
Brick Awards to those in our community
who have made a positive difference.
Each year le or organizati are
nominated for these awards and the com-
mittee must kingly go through each
nomination and decide which person(s). or
organization(s) should receive an award.

gives these afwardsau? to show ::5

eat appreciation for e support

elp that is tEn.nen the LGBT community
throughout the year. The awards being
presented are for actions, commitments or
support given the LGBT community
through 1997.
This year’s award winners are:

Pace Setter Award—Laurie Guilbault

Group S}{um Award—PrideFest, Inc.

Bridge Award—Tammy Baldwin

Spotlight Award—The Show

orch Bearer Award—Isaac Coggs

Community Center-HIV/AIDS Inter-

vention Team

e  Groundwork Award—Designing
Men

» Ambassador Award—Michael Lisow
-ski

e  President’s Award—Susan Cook

These are the le, organizations and

business that have helped to make a dif-
ference throughout the LGBT commumity.

BestD Outreach

Testing Schedule
UW Health Fair .
(Union Concourse)
Feb. 17—10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Just Us
Feb. 19—8:00 -10:00 p.m.
C’est la Vie
Feb. 22—6:00-9:00 p.m.
UW Gay Awareness Fair
(Union Concourse)
Feb. 24—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

HRL thanks them all for their efforts.

The Awards will be on Febru-
-8:00 pm. at the
Villa wardscumm 130 E. le;.l].llﬁ é}veamp :
presentation € main

0 which will
also include the election of a new Board
of Directors. All are welcome to come and
ve a personal thank you to those who

us

ary 24, 1998, from 6:

The
part of HRL’s annual meeting

ve hel all' throughout the ;
There wﬁe food and beverages sﬁ}‘;gl

and no admission will be charged.

_The aim of HRL is to advance the po-
litical interests of the LGBT community
m the Metro-Milwaukee area by influ-

qing 'locaél,nd state and nilauonal litics,
egislation public cy. is a
membership organizaﬁmlio whz.,h mvites all
mterested persons to join and become in-
volved. For more information, call HRL at
(414) 228-1921.

HRL would like to thank the Village
Church for its support and Buds by
Brenda for their donation to this event.

ANONYMOUS HIV
ANTIBODY TESTS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
6-8:30 pm

BESTD MEN'S CLINIC
STD Diagnosis & Treatment
Tuesdays 6-8:30 pm * Walk-In

BESTD WOMEN'S CLINIC
Ist and 3rd Thursday (Monthly)
6-8:30 pm * Walk-In

SUPPORT GROUPS
For Gay HIV+ Men and Their Partners

HIV EARLY

INTERVENTION PROGRAM
Call for information

1240 East Brady Street
414-272-2144
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volunteers

Call for information and appointmens

treatment

IMMEDIATE

OPENINGS!!
Please call or stop by

for a visit.

Great location near bus lines

Close to shopping, phar&i?t? &
library

Air conditioning

. Landscaped lawn
(hlmahty cabinetry & fixtures
Common area patio

Window treatments included

Washers & dryers in each unit Loads of storage

Off-street parking Some pets are allowed

Individual gardening is encouraged

Managed by Meridian Group, Inc. @

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Is anybody
else at this

center [EY?

Drugs and alcohol are the first problem .... The next problem is
finding a treatment center where you can safely be yourself and
talk about the things you need to.

Fortunately, Pride Institute, the nation’s leader in providing
addiction treatment for the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
communities, is located right here in the Twin Cities.

V¥ PRIDE
INSTITUTE

888-773-8910

Most insurance plans cover our programs.
Financial assistance may be available for those who qualify.

We Now Have Outpatient Programs in Uptown & St. Paul
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PROFESSIONAL

DIRECTORY

TECH SUPPORT

# winpows 95 H
INTERNET ¥ UPERADES

Quick, affordable computer
technical support.
NEAL BRENARD

319-0081

Hbﬂ'_‘ll:l[d

W .eXeC pt' com/

Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist

Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

414 .332.3331

3 7

Call me for all your insurance needs

- AMERICAN FAMILY
AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE

DORI A. PANTHOFER

THE PANTHOFER AGENCY

626 East Ogden Avenue

Milwaukea, W1 53202-2604

Off (414) 277-7772 « Fax (414) 277-1088

Isthmus Psychotherapy

72 and Psychiatry

Comprehensive mental health services —responsive
to the concerns of women, gays and lesbians.
Maureen A. Leahy, MD

Tamar Zick, MA

Chris Hall, MSSW, CICSW

Laurie A. Frost, PhD

229 South Bedford Street, Madison, WI 53703
(608) 256-6570

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH
BUSINESS INSURANCE
David Matta
BWO Insurance Group, LLC
Office: (414) 768-8100

One Soldier Tells How
Under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”

By Peter Cassels
“When you're in a foxhole, you don’t
holler, *Oh God! There's a faggot next to

me.” You holler, ‘Oh, God!

LR

Somebody

ht%lﬂ me’,

at’s how a senior non-commissioned
Anmny officer who's Gay and agreed to an
mterview 1f he were not identified suc-
cinctly describes the senselessness of the
Pentagon’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, Don’t
Pursue” policy and deflates the argument
that it is needed to preserve combat effec-
tiveness. He agreed to an interview on
what it 1s like to live under the policy if he
were not identified.

Paul (a pseudonym) tells a story to make
his point: ‘[ was in combat, but I can’t
tell you where it was. The operation
never officially existed. I was in a small
bunker with another guy. There was some
heavy shelling and I woke up to this per-
son — I'm gomg to say his name is John —
wrapped around merlike a python. He
was laying on top of me ¢ his e
ou. He kept repeating, “We'te gonna

e

[ said, “There's a good chance.” 1 was
*When the shelln

When the shelling st I grabbed
him by the ecars, pulled hi upgtl(a) me,

2ave him a kiss on the forehead and said,

We're alive, John.” And he gave me a
kiss. This was a straight man who knew |
was Gay.”

While Paul says he peacefully coexists
with Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, he would like
to see the policy lifted. “T want to empha-
size that you do need to have discipline
and cohesiveness, because the military is
teamwork,” he cautions. “There still has
to be something which says conduct un-
becoming a soldier that can be applied
and enforced equally regardless of sexual
onentation. It doesn’t matter whether
you're a man or a woman. If you're a
{sllim,”lha!'s conduct wmbecoming a sol-

er.
He lives quite happily with the polic

because, he says, he % always keg:J lu§
professional and pers life separated.

“[My philosophy is] ‘you don’t play in
ur own back yard.” I maintain my own
estyle outside the military. [ have al-
ways been able to do that. I usually live
away from the base and am more family-
oriented. I don’t go to clubs a lot, just

A

Rose Kleman, MS

SRR RN RN RSN
.
"

Portrait |
Photography

" Labor

Employment

¥ Discrimination

¥ Tenant’s Rights

Business * Personal
Passports
Old Photographs

: E i< "When you're ready for a break €
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ROSINA J. WEISTER, sroker
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230 West Wells, Suite 3 q? 6223 10th Avenue, Kenosha, W1 53143
. e R ﬁﬁé’ﬁ o Bus: (414) 657-6566 * Fax: (414) 657-6586
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b & ? @ MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE [B

SR

V Psychotherapist

‘The Landmark Bullding
* Sexual Orientalion 318N, Mil St
* Trauma Issues Sulle 302

* Depression
* Insurance or Sliding Fee

Mihieaukee, W1 53202
[414) 276-5266

No Health Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers
Too Little? Want Economical Counseling?

Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D
Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counsglor

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT
2266 N. Prospect Ave., Ste. 206, Mitw., W1 53202
(414) 272-2427

135 N. Greenieaf Ave., 5te. 315
Gurnee, IL 60031 |Six Flags Area)

he Lives in the Army

once in a while now that I'm single again.
I had a partner for four years, who was

Please See Army Page 23
Shorewest Realtors to
Honor Jack H. Smith
for Outstanding
Service

Milwaukee—Shorewest Realtors con-
gratulates Jack H. Smith of their North-
shore Office for both havin(glmbeen ad[lr
pointed Associate Vice President of the
company and for his outstanding produc-
tion of more than $8.5 million mn Real
Estate Sales in 1997.

The honorary title of Associate Vice
ll:jr;;idml (;sé rescrvgd for Shorewest’s

est UCETS. constant (0]
ducer, IaI::L has been in the real estl;u}]g;:
dustry for 12 years and is a member of the
Million Dollar Club. A life-long Wiscon-
sin resident, Jack is a Relocation Special-
ist in the four county Metro Milwaukee
area. He will be honored at a company-
wide lincheon for sales associates and
staff this month.

Smith joined Shorewest Realtors, for-
mally Wauwatosa Realty, in June, 1997.
Ted Dentice, Vice President and North-
shore Office Sales Director said, “We
could not be more delighted to have him
as a member of the Shorewest team. He
exhibits a sense of commitment and the
stellar professionalism that are tremen-
dous assets to someone in the real estate
industry. Jack’s enthusiasm, dedication
and can-do attitude are what make him the
outstan success that he is.”

Joann Glawe, Shorewest’s Vice Presi-
dent of Sales said, “Everyone, and I mean
everyone—clients, customers co-
workers love Jack Smith. He gets nothing
but rave reviews. We're lucky to have
m“

Shorewest Realtors, formally Wauwa-
tosa Realty, has been Wisconsm’s largest
hgine mw l?gl. Shurewb%lsl halfklli
offices out the greater Milwaukee
area and more than 550 independent
agents. Its corporate office is located in
Brookfield.

A REALTOR THAT KNOWS YOUR LIFESTYLE!
R
g L Cheryl Fuchs

E

A Realtor

L OFFICE: 608-238-2272
HOME: 608-256-4400

z FAX: 608-255-9944

5317 Old Middleton Road » Madison, WI 53715

OUTSTANDING
Jack H. Smith

Associate Vice President
8.5 Million Dollars in Sales in 1997

Buying or Selling...Your Real Estate Broker
should be professional, understanding, and
ACCESSIBLE.

Call Jack now!

Northshore Office A414 962-4413
ADirect: 961-8314 Ext. 199
AHome/Voice mail: 224-1452
Awww.jackhsmith.com

R




Politically Speaking
Sex, Lies &Telephone Tapes
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. BED & BREAKFAST

Commentary by Bill Meunier

The so called White House scandal con-
tinues unabated. News organizations con-
tinue to hammer away at non stories about
who had sex with who, when they had and
whether or not they will admit to it.

Yes, many people are concemed over
whether or not President Clinton had sex
with White House Intern, Monica Lewin-
sky. Iwould agree with those who say he
was stupid if he did. But like most of the
American public I don’t care, it's none of
my business. \ h

I do care about is letting our
President stand or fall on his policy pro-
sals, not on unproven allegations which
K:ve nm.hinin:o do with those policies.
Like most Americans I am angry about
the allegations spread by partisan political
hacks who masquerade as Special Prose-
cutors.

Anyone who really believes that Ken-
neth Starr is impartial in his investigation
should nm (not walk) to the home for the
terminally gullible. Just tell the nice peo-

Gay Harley Riders
Need Housing

Milwaukee—Great Lakes Harley
Riders (GLHR), an intemational net-
work of Gay and Bisexual Harley men,
is looking for housing to accommodate
out of town members attending the
Harley Davidson 95 anniversary cele-
brations, June 10-14, 1998,

Most riders will be billeted with
members in the Milwaukee area, but
more housing is needed. The goal is to
provide free or low cost space. All
visitors are members of GLHR.

If you have a spare bedroom, rec.
room, floor space or a place to pitch a
tent, Flease call the housing coo: or
at (414) 747-0703 or write: GLHR, P.O.
Box 341611, Milwaukee, WI 53234-
1611, Email: Jakonabike ¢ aol.com

For more information regarding
GLHR contact the above P.O. address

or email: BootedHOG a:aol com

ple at the admittance desk that you believe
m Ken Starr and they will have a nice
room waiting for you.

Starr has even more to answer for than
Clinton does. He should be called into
account for the false information provided
to the press by his office. He should be
called mto account for wasting millions of
tax pa[glr dollars in a never ending witch
hunt Jjustifies its continued existence
by looking into every two bit allegation
that comes along.

I:t(ﬂw Ctgngress_ can I:l:eal “Ii)‘ onhwelé;are
mothers for getting a lousy few hundred
dollars a moig:th for food stamps and let
Starr spend tens of millions on a five year
investigation that has produced nothing in
the way of convictions is beyond me.

According to what we have heard this
whole affair (pun not intended) blew up
when a former Bush White House ap-
pointee, Linda Tripp illegally taped some
phone conversations she had with
Ekl}ifnon's alleged mistress, Monica Lewin-

Now what do you think would ha if
you or I went into Starr’s office with tapes
of say Newt Gringrich's phone conversa-
tions? Can you say "You're under arrest?"

In fact a Florida couple was arrested and
convicted of a felony for taping a Newt
Gingrich cell phone conversation they had
accidentally, was different though.
Apparently the President and his friends
aren't entitled to the same protection under
the law, according to Starr and the three
Reagan appointed clowns who get paid to
be edemﬁuedges and who mungﬁel)lfm grant
Starr’s every wish to look into every new
allegation.

Not only did Starr not prosecute Tripp
or tumn her tapes over to the Justice De-
partment for its review, he hauled a Jus-
tice Department official before the Grand
Jury because the man had privately con-
gratulated some Maryland Democrats for-
salymg that Tripp should be prosecuted.

t is quite clear that Ken Starr is out of
control. Unable to justify the waste of
millions of our tax dollars in his never

search to uncover dirt on Clinton,
his office has resorted to leaking daily

Put yourself
in good hands
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C’EST LA VIE « Sunday, February 22 « 6 to 9 p.m.

UWM GAY AWARENESS FAIR (Union Concourse)
Tuesday, February 24 ¢ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

LA CAGE ¢ Thursday, March 5 ¢ 10 p.m. fo 1 a.m.

BLSID

1240 E. Brady St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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GUEST HOUSE

NEW IN-GROUND HEATED POOL
PLUS 4 NEW SUITES!

Located on 30 private acres in Door County.
All suites include: Double whirlpool, fireplace, private
bath, TV/VCR, Stereo, refrigerator, A/C, balconies,
hreakfast delivered to your room.

smears against the President. It is shock-
ing, disgusting and disgraceful.

e isn't the only one who should be
called on the t for his actions. Let's
not forget the role of the media m all of
this. The propensity that various news or-
ganizations have shown to print any piece
of gossigisl.hey.can get their hands on 1s
e%.la.lly gusting.

or example, we had the rumor that a
Secret Service man supposedly saw,
Clinton and Lewinsky in a compromising
position. The Dallas paper that printed
that one had to pull its papers off the street
and apologize. _

Then there was the rumor that Clinton
had given Lewinsky a dre s and that tests
of the dress would preve they had sex.

i s lawyer said dhat no such dress
gﬂ}stgd‘ And there was the latest Emnqr
linton's own secretary, Betty Currie
gave him up to the Grand Jury. Currie's
attogl&f‘:y says that nothing of the kind hap-
Pe’i]'he constant references to 'The White
House scandal" are troubling as well. Ex-
cuse me, but if its proven it's a scandal, if
it's not it's an allegation.
I think that the mamstream press feeds

Frank Backs Air
Force Down on Base
Sexual Orientation

Policy
Washlnﬁz DC-Congressman Bam
Frank (D- nfmnotmced on Febrmry%).'

1998 that the Department of Defense, at
his urging, has taken steps to require a
correction in the Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base non-discrimination policy for
civilian employees so that it clearly pro-
tects employees against discrimination
based on sexual orientation.

Previously, base commander General
George T. Babbitt had issued a base-wide
anti-discrimination policy that omitted

reference to sexual orientation. Gen. Bab- |

bitt has no reissued the non-discrimination

licy with a ific reference to sexual
pom}' ion, nﬂ;m‘sl:mlﬁ mtervention from De-
¢ fense
© had raised the 1ssue.

Cohen, with whom Frank

In a memorandum dated October 29,
1997, then Air Force Secretary Sheila
on or ci oy-

ees and included sexual orientation.
Notwithstanding that memorandum, in
November General Babbitt issued a
for Wright-Patterson Air Force

but omitted any reference to sexual om-
entation.
In response to a complaint from the U.S.

Air Force Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Em-

ployees, the Air Force at first refused to
correct the omission, saying that the

B |

which was the same as the Widnall memq: |

Allyn Mansion Inn
Twenty-three rooms of Victorian splendor
e et haths P

great great t
guest rooms, seven shared baths. National

511 East Walworth Ave.
\{_Delavan, W1 53115 + (414) 728-9090 3

W ed Rose

S‘J'Qf .'F!" ~ Gueat House ff‘if‘ ?“tt
NOW OPEN!

Come visit our 1920s farmhouse,
just 1 mile off of 190, 20 minutes
south of Madison. Enjoy breakfast
served to you in one of our cozy
theme rooms. Call or write now
for reservations. Gift Certificages
also available!

608-877-9942 1437 County W

Amy Meisner & Stoughton,

Vera Vidos, Proprietors W1 53589
\ y

the frenzy with inflammatory rhetoric, and
its failure to {;;?erl check sources for
motivations. ember the initial reports
on Trpp that she was a Clinton a
pomtee? Made her sound really credible
till we found out that she was really a
Bush White House appointee.

_And why is no one in the media ques-
tioning Kenneth Starr about his relation-
ship with Tripp. Can you imagmne what
they would say if Clinton had found a
young woman doing something illegal and
not tumed her over for prosecution?

Why has so little press been devoted to
the comments of Starr's former colleagues
on the bench who are saying that he has
gone too far?

Fortumately the American people recog-
mze what the news media does not. They
understand two things. They know that
Clinton is a human being and if he did
have sex with Lewinsky it's part of being
human. Secondly they know that he is
doing a good job and they want him to
contmue to do 1t.

The public also knows that the right
wing has been after this man since he took
office. There have been flyers handed out
&n;ucghmchgs, aﬁgusmg Clinton of murder,

nmning, flag buming, and spying for
the Soviet Union, along with a number of
other heinous crimes.

It's about time that this ends. Let
Clinton and the rest of us put aside this
episode of sex, lies and telephone tapes
and get on with the business of making
America a better place for all of us.

[ ———— e
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memos were essentially the same. Fr: I
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“General Babbitt’s inaccurate statement
of Air Force policy and the Air Force’s
initial refusal to correct it were simpl tllﬁ;l
Secretary Cohen did not allow it to stand.” .

acceptable,” Frank said. “1 am
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THE WNT
CLEARLY A SEXAPPKT.
OUT OF CodtROL.

GOOD POINT,
WHILE YOURE UP,
Coutd You SEE IF

LEFT THOSE SREWS

Man’s Long
Out the Best in Maine

Editor’s Nete: As the people of Maine
go 1o the polls on February 10" to vote
Jor or against equal rights for Gay people,
Wisconsin Light will %e al press. So, you
might say this story wiil be dated. Not so.
Courage and determination to do what is
right are never dated. Paul Fuller is the
best of what our LBGT community is all
about, in Maine and elsewhere.

By Bill Nemitz

Portland, ME—He'd covered only two
miles of his Canada-+o-Kittery walk when
Paul Fuller saw the truck slow down and
stop just outside of Van Buren. The
driver, clearly troubled by the "Vote No
on February 10" printed across the back of
Paul's bright orange vest, motioned him
OVer.

"You know, Jesus loves you," the man
said patronizingly.

"Yes, 1 know," Paul replied. \

The trucker picked up a flyer off his
seat, handed it down to Paul and drove
off. Paul walked on in the early moming
stillness, marveling at the freshly fallen
snow, the sun shinmg through the stately
fir trees, the sheer beauty of the northem
Maine woods.

Then he looked down at the flyer, boldly
entitled "How to Get to Heaven."

"I wished he hadn't left so quickly," he
recalled. "l would have told him heaven is
night here, all around us. But he just
couldn't see 1t."

Paul has seen it - and not just in the
scenery. Since he began his 390-mile hike
on January 15, he's seen time and ag
that Michael Heath and his band of Bible-
thumping homophobes are nowhere near
the majority they claim to be.

Rather, tﬁis 58-year-old antique dealer
from Waldoboro, whose eyes keep smil-
ing even as his feet grow more blistered,
has witnessed the real Mamne - the one he
hopes will go to the polls February 10 and
vote _aga.iél;ml g:h- g gc new :inate law

i, nghts to Gay people.
gn}'lll hugpc it's working," he said, wavin
back to the tooting homs on Bath Road.
"And I think it is." }

The 1dea came to him - actually, it woke
him out of a sound sleep - one night late
last year. Long active in Gay politics, Paul
wanted to do something to help preserve
the equal-rights law . . . but what?

"l woke up and said, "You know what
you can do? You can walk.'"

That he can. He hiked the Appalachian
Trail in 1990. Four years later, he trekked
the 2,750-mile Pacific Crest Trail. Van
Buren to Kittery? No problem.

He enlisted two friends - Larry Godfrey
and Frank Hart - to escort him n a pair of
Squorl vehicles. He drove the route him-
self, loggmg landmarks down to the tenth
of a mile and plotting out his three-week,
20-mile-a-day itinerary. Other friends
Imed up lodging - all donated - for each
stop along the way. News releases went
out . . . cell phones were distributed. . . .

"It's amazing, Ig’usl amazing, how it all
came together," Paul said.

Even more amazing, however, has been
the response.

Sure, he's received the rare obscene
gc_slure or cry of "faggot" from those too

lind to see what he's doing. But when he
reaches Kittery on Tuesday, February 10,
ltl:osc are not the people Paul will remem-

T,

"He'll remember the woman in Edgecomb
who stopped one cold moming and told
him he looked lumgry. Before he could
respond, she handed him a grapefruit and
wished him good luck.

He'll remember the man in Presque Isle
who pulled over his pickup and, while his
wife and kids waited, walked over, took
off his glove and shook Paul's hand.
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him as he crossed Tukeys Bridge one
Saturday afternoon and escorted him to a
reception and rally at Portland's First Par-
ish Unitarian Universalist Church.

The celebration was a far cry from the
solitude outside Van Buren, but for the
man with the aching feet, it was yet an-
other sign that the state he loves so dearly
is already much closer to heaven than
some might have us believe.

"I've never been so proud to be a
Mainer," Paul said.

these years together, they're tired of life in
the closet. I
He'll remember another woman in Wis-
casset who walked up to him, hugged him
an‘np:lns;uddmly burst into tears.

y? :
"She didn't want to say," Paul replied.
He'll remember the delegation of two
dozen led by former Bath Iron
Works ident Buzz Fitzgerald, that
proudly led him through downtown Bath.
And the crowd 10 times larger that met

"I want to thank you," the man said. "I
know what discrimination is all about. I'm
a native American."

He'll remember the two women in Cari-
bou, both in their 60s, who handed him
check - one of scores of donations totaling
more than $2,800 so far. They were Les-
bians, the women explained, and after all

Cellular One Presents Dining Out for Life

Eat Your Heart Out

Thuraday March 12

On Thursday March 12, eat at
will go to benefit the children of Camp Heartland. Join in the fun & be part of Dining Out for Life!
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Skylight Opera’s “Threepenny Opera” is A Room Of One’s
a Sterling, Disturbing Performance

By J. R. Baker

Welcome fo a musical nightmare where
all the basic sins of mankind: greed, lust,
betrayal, drug and alcohol addiction, rob-
bery, murder, fraud and degrading poverty
are thrust so strongly into your face in a
series of scenes and tableaus that the
audience found itself shocked into silence
for the entire first act of The Three Penny
Opera.

Of course, this look at the squalid world
of pimps, beggars, thieves and prostitutes
was a deliberate choice of director Paula
Suozzi who decided to “go to the dark side
and stay there.” So, the audience, which
was looking for pleasant entertainment,
either had to leave the theater (which a
few did), or stay there to admire the acting
and singing abilities of the performers who
portrayed so effectively this ugly world of
lost and degraded souls.

Drab costumes, stark lighting and
makeup, minimal walls of rusting meshed
wire, ramps and platforms of varying
heights, rotting boards and crates, wooden
barrels, and scraps of old newspapers and
yesterday's garbage all helped to create a
forlorn slum that only the dregs of society
could hope to find inhabitable.

But then, this is the gritty and gruesome
life according to the lyricist, Bertolt Brecht,
when one lives under Capitalism. With the
help of Kurt Weill's music, Brecht set his
manifesto of Capitalism’s degrading and
dehumanizing effects on people's souls,
hearts and lives when money (the root of
all evil) enters the picture and corrupts
everyone.

The poor, in order to survive, not only
beg for money, but flaunt fraudulent afflic-
tions in order. to elicit pity and thus, gain —
more money. In turn, they are exploited by
J.J. Peachum and his wife who organize
them, demand half their eamings and
have them beaten or worse if they don't
comply.

Then there is Macheat also known as
Mack the Knife, played very effectively by
Noman Moses. Mack runs a gang of
thieves, takes his cut from them, sleeps
with every slut he can, even though he's
married to the Peachums' daughter, Polly.

Mack’s list of sins is celebrated by the
drug addicted, leather-clad Street Singer
(James Moye) in the chilling ballad, “Mack
the Knife.” While he sings, the blood
spattered pictures of Mack's victims are
projected on the wall behind him.

The Peachums, Mack, the Street Singer :

and all the rest, including the police, are all
corrupted and thrive in the Capitalistic
world according to Brecht.

it is only in the moments of the songs
themselves, when the music delights the
ear, does some hope shine through the
hopelessness.

Especially to be noted are Kate Eagan
(Polly) who has a beautiful voice that she
uses effectively in songs like “Pirate
Jenny. Michelle Smith's voice is slightly
breathy, but is lovely as she sings the la-

Perfect Harmony
Holding New Member
Orientations

Madison—Perfect Harmony, Madi-
son’s Chorus for Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender men is having new mem-
ber orientations on the following dates:
FSunday,zzl:'ebmary'. Ig 4aSnd Sunday,

ebruary startng at 6: Jn.

These orientations and theprehcarsa.ls
following them will be held at Grace
Epis Church, located on the Capi-
to Swe at the comer of Carroll and
Ww. mgton. Enter through the
doors at the far end of the courtyard on
the Washington Avenue side of the
building.

Perfect Harmony orms two con-
certs a , as well as making guest
a ygs.r at other Madison evge?lts.

or more information, call Clay or John

at (608) 232-0528.

menting “Barbara Song.” Moments during
the “Jealousy Duet,” sung by both singers,
turns the gray to pink.

The “Tango Ballad” sung by Mack and
Jenny (who is played by that always won-
derful performer, Leslie Fitzwater, is su-
premely effective.

Despite its portrayal of the “dark side,”
this show is a musical that is as thought
provoking as it is alienating. Of course,
that was Brecht's intention. Brecht in-
tended to create “epic theater." In this
Skylight production, he would be happy.

The Threepenny Opera will be playing
at Milwaukee’s Skylight Opera Theatre
through February 15. For fickets, call the
Box Office at (414) 291-7800.

Own to Host Margie
Adam in Concert

Madison—A Room Of One's Own is
pleased to announce a benefit concert
with acclaimed singer-songwriter and pi-
anist Margie Adam on Saturday, March 21
at 7:30 p.m. at the Sapphire Ballroom,
I.\IU'I.I 33 N. Shemman Avenue in the Northgate

all.

“This is music that sticks to your bones,”
said Studs Terkel of Margie Adam. “She
unleashes a gorgeous deluge of music
from the keyboard, more than you'd
imagine possible from one woman's hands
on just one piano, “said Honor Moore.

The concert is part of a larger tour

Margie is doing to help expand awareness
of and support for feminist bookstores na-
tionwide.
Advance tickets can be purchased at A
Room Of One's Own, 307 W. Johnson
* Street. General seating is $15; preferred
seating is $25 and includes a dessert re-
ception with Margie Adam after the show.
On the day of the show, tickets will be $17.
The concert is ASL interpreted and
wheelchair accessible. For more informa-
tion, please contact A Room Of One's
Own at (414) 257-7888.

See Us On the
Internet

http:// www. Wilight.com

Bernadette Peters

& the MSO

Andrews Sill, conductor
Bernadette Peters, vocalist
Marvin Laird, musical director

Wisconsin Center Arena

One of Broadway’s most
exciting voices and glamorous
movie stars shines in an
evening of show tunes, pops
songs, and selections from her
latest album, Sondheim, etc.!

" Tuesday, February 24

3:00 pm

Sponsored by

Marcus Corporation Foundation

Call 291-7605 for tickets:

toll free 1/800/291-7605. Group discounts available.
Or visit or call Ticketmaster 414/276-4545.
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Scandalous Secrets Make Wilde’s “An

Ideal Husband” Aptly Contemporary

A Kidnapping? A Scene from the Milwaukee Florentine Opera Production of Mozarts Comic Opera,
“Abduction From The Seraglio.” It will be performed on February 20, 21 and 22 at Uihlein Hall of the
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts. For tickets call 273-7206.

The Boulevard Theater’s Production of
“A Delicate Balance” is Masterfully Done

By Ruth Anne Boulet

A message to Milwaukee theater audi-
ences: you snooze, you lose. There are
many shows to choose from in Milwaukee
at this time of year. Many of you can at-
tend simply by showing up as a wamm
body to fill a seat and occasionally pay
attention. The latest offering from the
Boulevard Ensemble, A Delicate Bal-
ance, is not one of those options. When
making your reservation to see this dark
comedy by Edward Albee, be aware that
attending this show is going to take a great
deal of active listening on your part.

A Delicate Balance examines the lives
of a well-off family and their “best friends.”
Being well-off, of course, means that eve-
ryone is completely dysfunctional. (Hence
the comedy.)

Agnes and Tobias are the central couple
who we first meet at the beginning of the
play. Enter Claire the alcoholic sister of
Agnes who, of course, despite her addic-
tion, sees the family situation most clearly.

Next, we meet Julia, Agnes' and Tobias'
daughter. She's come home from husband
number four and is ready to move back
into her old room.

The real twist in this script is the char-
acters Harry and Edna. They are Agnes’
and Tobias' “best friends” and they've de-
cided to move in. Permanently. What en-
sues is a great deal of discussion of who
belongs where, why, and who makes that
decision.

The reason to attend is simple enough:
the entire cast of A Delicate Balance
handles the difficult script superbly. The
actors are able to connect to each other
throughout the show very realistically.
There's even an eerie physical likeness
among the mother-sister-daughter trio of
Agnes, Claire and Julia (played by Mi-
chelle Waide, Elaine Wyler and Cheryl A.
Bruns).

Something that was a distraction for me
was actually the script. | should note that
Edward Albee won the Pulitzer Price for A
Delicate Balance. The highly stylized
writing however, requires a great deal of
attention from the audience from the mo-
ment the show begins. Because of the
language the show is written in, the per-
formance got off to a slow start. Once
Claire enters the room, the dialogue be-
comes far more conversational, which
proves to be a good break from Agnes’
methodical discussion of her impending
loss of sanity and creates distinction in
character for Claire.

Also, the program lists the setting as oc-
curring now, in this time. I'm not sure if
that was the strongest choice given the
dialogue. The discussions of gender roles
were very dated although | know that, un-
fortunately, some people still do think men
do one thing, women do the other and
heaven forbid if you take a role not as-
signed to your particular gender.

The set also includes a “bar table” with a
variety of liquors and their corresponding
glasses out and at the ready. The style of
the bar was reminiscent of the era of hard
drinking and again didn’t appear to support
the addiction-aware contemporary time
period. And although cocktails have come
back into fashion, these people drink like
fish, After two hours of watching the cast
pound back martinis, a few scotches, co-
gnacs and even anisettes, | wanted to mix
myself up something. This isn't necessarily
a bad thing, especially since you'll proba-
bly want to discuss the show with whom-
ever you attend.

The show is being billed as a comedy
and I'm not sure if it was simply the
chemistry in the audience on the night |
attended, but there wasn’'t much laughter.

There were a few times, however, that |
wanted to laugh, but not too many others
did. Perhaps the extreme amount of dys-
function was too real for some to find
funny. Thankfully that hasn't been my ex-
perience, so | was able to find the show
sadistically funny.

A Delicate Balance runs until Sunday,
March 8. The Boulevard Theater is located
at 2252 S. Kinnickinnic Avenue in Milwau-
kee's near South Side. For tickets and
other information, call (414) 672-6019.

Full Moon Productions presents

A Womyn Only Event

By John A. Jahn

Sir Robert Chiltern (Jonathan Smoots) is
a well-to-do British politician, definitely an
up-and-comer destined for the Cabinet - if
not perhaps the Prime Ministership itself.
He's built his reputation upon undisputed
honesty and forthrightness - a fact which
pleases the puritanical streak that's a mile

wide in his adoring wife, Gertrude (Kate

Goehring).
But Robert harbors a secret, the secret

of the less than respectable origin of his

fortune. Unfortunately for him, the secret is
not entirely his, and physical evidence of
his scandalous past reside in the posses-
sion of one who will not stop at blackmail,
one Mrs. Cheveley (Elizabeth Norment).

Chiltern's well-constructed world is about
to collapse around him, threatening to
leave him broke, divorced, and a social
outcast from the ruling class - the idle rich
- of turn of the century English society.

If that scenario sounds vaguely familiar,
it should - echoes of the latest presidential
peccadillos, and that fact wasn't lost on
the audience of the Milwaukee Repertory
Theater's current production of Oscar
Wilde's An Ideal Husband.

The-3-hour, 3-act play focuses on four
central characters at the center of a po-
tential political stoorm set in London of
1895, That would be the above three
aforementioned, plus the dandy and fop-
pish Lord Goring (Arthur Hanket), closest
friend of Sir Robert and past flame of Mrs.
Cheveley. The writing is essentially flaw-
less (this is Oscar Wilde, after all!), and
transports one back to the era of Victorian
sophistication, elegance and indirectness.

It is a play full of talk about governmental

change - exactly what changes Wilde had
in mind remain opaque - concealed behind
a carefully constructed mask of aristocratic
aloofness and decadent frivolity. Though a
long play (there are two 10 minute inter-
missions) the comedy and drama keeps
up a steady pace throughout.

The Rep's current production, led by the
company's artistic director since 1993, Jo-
seph Hanreddy, consists of an excellent
cast of well-rehearsed actors, whose af-
fected English accents deliver the sense of
place without making it difficult to under-
stand.

Likewise, the staging is authentic look-
ing, consisting of beautiful light fixtures,
paintings, a balcony and staircase, and
turm-of-the-century fumishings on a mar-
ble-like floor (all thanks to scenic designer
Scott Bradley). The costumes really make
An ldeal Husband a feast for the senses,
however, with the men sporting elegant
evening wear and the ladies gorgeous
gowns (thanks to costume designer Rob-
ert Morgan).

As an added touch, the opening and
closing moments of each act are accom-
panied by excerpts of Sir Edward Elgar's
sumptuously English orchestral music.

An Ideal Husband surely provides an
evenings' entertainment well worth your

“time, and it's most aptly timed (coinciden-

tally) to give you a new perspective of the
potential scandals in 1998's America. The
Rep production runs from January 21st
through February 22nd. Tickets are $8.00
- $29.50. Call (414) 224-9480 for more in-
formation.

Join us for a romantic evening at Milwaukee’s Lakefront.
Our professional DJ will play your favorite music.
Beer, wine, mixed drinks, and non-alcoholic drinks available.

Saturday, February 14, 1998, 8:00 pm
0’Donnell Park - Harbor Lights Ballroom
900 E. Michigan Ave.

Corner of Lake Drive and Michigan Ave. in the ('Donnell Park complex. Look for the red and pink balloons.

Tickets available at the door $8.00

The Harbor Lights room is a VERY private and elegant space.
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Gutzman and Company to Perform
Disturbing Sondheim Masterpiece

Although when Stephen Sondheim’s
darkly comedic and sometimes shocking
musical Assassins first opened, it was
widely misunderstood as are most of his
shows and, although its opening on the
same day that the Gulf War broke out

dampened its cynical examination of the

collapse of the American Dream, it has,
nevertheless, proven to be one of Sond-
heim’s most popular and potent musical
ventures.

Assassins is a dark, disturbing, bleakly
comic, ultimately chilling bad dream of a
vaudeville which explores everyone's need
to belong and to receive some sort of at-
tention. It examines the twisted American
logic that now allows many to think that
our country “owes” them some-
thing...some sort of prize just for living
here.

This exploration is accomplished through
subversive rewritings of American popular
music as sung by nine women and men
who tried to, and in four cases did, kill the
President of the United States.

The show uses the assassins as a tool
in the exploration of the ideas about vio-
lence, reward, dreams, desires, defeat and
anger. The show makes no attempt to be
historically accurate as it often has histori-
cal personalities from very different eras
talking to each other. Neither does it seek
to put to rest any of the controversies
about the assassinations themselves.
Rather, it seeks to probe the frame of mind
of people suffering so much in one way or
the other that they believe killing a power-
ful political figure will somehow ease their
pain.

How can such a show be a musical and
how can it entertain? That is the genius of
Sondheim and Jerome Weidman (who
wrote the music and lyrics and the book,
respectively).

Sondheim and Weidman present in re-
vue format a nightmare history of Ameri-
can entertainment from tum of the century
folk songs through cakewalks and John
Phillip Sousa-type marches, right up to
modern pop rock and Broadway-style
showstoppers. Each song gives a per-
spective or sometimes several perspec-
tives on “Why | tried to kill the President.”

A character called the Balladeer acts as
a sort of media talk show host to challenge

Gay Comedy Team
of Smith and
Kennedy Comes
to Wisconsin

Milwaukee—Gaylapalooza, a Gay
stand-up comedy show starring Bob Smith
and Scott Kennedy will be performing in
February in Appleton, Milwaukee and
Madison.

Smith has had his own HBO half hour
comedy special and was the first openly
Gay comic to appear and perform on the
“Tonight Show" with Jay Leno. He has
published two books: Growing Up Gay
and Openly Bob.

Kennedy is one of the co-founders of
The Gay Comedy Jam. He has taken Gay
comedy to over 150 cities in the U.S. and
Canada. He has two CDs out: “Gay From
Las Vegas" and “The Gay Comedy Jam
LIVE” which also features Smith. He has
toured in concert with Garth Brooks.

Gaylapalooza will be in Appleton on
February 24 at the Skyline Comedy Café,
1004 S. Olde Oneida Street; in Milwaukee
on Wednesday, February 25 at the
Stooges Comedy Club, 639 S. Layton; and
in Madison on February 27 at the Madison
Civic Center, Starlight Room, 211 State
Street.
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the ideas of the assassins. The songs are
some of Sondheim's most haunting and
melodic. The dialogue is often very clever
and cunning and the entire show is packed
with every element that defines stunning
musical theater.

Producer/Director Dale Gutzman, a

Sondheim affectionado and contributor to |

the intemational Sondheim Review, will
bring this powerful piece of musical theater
to Milwaukee on February 27 and 28 and
March 1 to Centennial Hall of the Milwau-
kee Public Library.

Although Assassins has been pre-
sented in the area before in productions
that were well-staged and well-sung, none
of those productions came near the dra-
matic depth of the piece, Gutzman said.
The show is meant to disturb as well as
entertain. That's part of its very structure
and previous productions have steered
clear of its shattering power and its tragic
depth, Gutzman believes.

The London préduction came closer to
these truths than did the off-Broadway run
and, consequently, Gutzman said, it was
the most successful. The tendency of
theater groups to stage Sondheim’s shows
as if they were presenting Rogers and
Hammerstein really weakens the content
and message of these shows, Gutzman
said.

Tickets for Assassins may be ordered
by calling (414) 327-3552. Tickets are $15.
Senior and student discounts are avail-
able.

N
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Playwrights Studio Theater to Present
Neville’s “Schoolgirls in Uniform”

Milwaukee--What do you get when you
drop a crew of misfits into an ultra-
orthodox military school? School Girls in
Uniform, Michael Neville's new comedy
opening March 14™ at the studio theater at
Milwaukee's Broadway Theater Center.

Cat LaRocque had been a street kid
from a rich family. Her mother is interna-
tional couturier, Nina LaRocque. Her fa-
ther is a good natured ne'er do-well. She
finds the family she never really had in the
Charlotte Corday Military Academy for
Young Ladies (named, no doubt, for the
murderess at the time of the French
Revolution).

Mystery lurks in Cat's personal and fam-
ily background. She has always coped un-
til now, when her life threatens to blow up
in light of her sexual orientation. Her crisis
intensifies when she is called upon to
mentor Manuelita Maldonado, the daugh-
ter of the dictator of Tierra Del Culo.

The offbeat family members and pals
who rally around Cat make her orientation
seem positively staid. The triumphant hu-
man heart is revealed in 62 minutes of out-
rageous laughter.

School Girls in Uniform which Quentin
Crisp, author of The Naked Civil Servant,
calls “wickedly funny,” is based very
loosely on the scandalous German tear-
jerker, “Madchen in Uniform.”

“The movie and the Broadway play,
which were done a thousand years ago,
were about subterranean, illicit quivering,”

said playwright Neville. “School Girls has

subterranean quivering, but it’s strictly rock
and roll with a bottle of Wet."

School Girls in Uniform stars Sarah
Behrendt as Cat. Elaine Thorton-Wyler
plays Nina LaRocque. She is currently de-
livering a heroic Sapphic tum in Vampire
Lesbians of Sodom at Theater X. The
play is directed by Mark Bucher, Artistic
Director of the Boulevard Ensemble
Theater.

Michael Neville has been produced on
Broadway with adaptations of Eileen, star-
ring E.G. Marshall (an associate member
of Playwright Studio Theater’s Board of Di-
rectors) and Maureen O'Sullivan; One
Touch of Venus starring Susan Lucci,
Peggy Cass and Jim Dale; and Music in
the Air starring E.G. Marshall.

Neville was a writer for ABC-TV's
“Ryan’s Hope.” His play, Ballymurphy
was voted “Best of Season” by ACT Seat-
tle's audience.

School Girls in Uniform is a Play-
wrights Studio Theater production in asso-
ciation with Pamela Brown and Amethyst
Productions.

Performance dates are March 14, 15,
20, 21 and 22. Tickets are $10. The
Broadway Theater Cenfer is located at
158 N. Broadway in Milwaukee's Historic

Third Ward. For tickets and other informa-
tion, call (414) 291-7800.

HITS WISCONSIN

The Biggest Gay Stand-Up Comedy Show Ever!

starring

A 4
. Scott Kennedy .

and .
Bob Smith N

— TUESDAY, FEB 24 —
Skyline Comedy Cafe

1004 S. Olde Oneida St, Appleton
Showtime 8pm = Tickets: *12 in Advance/*15 day of the Show

Call (920) 734-5653 for Tickets

— WEDNESDAY, FEB 25 —
Stooges Comedy Club

639 Layton Avenue, Milwaukee
Showtime 8pm e Tickets: *12 in Advance/*15 day of the Show

Call (414) 769-9300 for Tickets

— FRIDAY, FEB 27 —
Madison Civic Center, Starlight Room

211 State Street, Madison

Showtime 8pm ¢ Tickets: *12.50 in Advance/*15.50 day of the Show + Surcharge
ca“ (608) 266'9055 (Charge by phone available)
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THURSDAY FEBURARY 12

VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY AT IN
BETWEEN FEATURES DATING

GAME

It will be a wild time at In Between, as
the popular near South Side spot hosts it's
annual Valentine's Day party. The
festivities include In Between's ever
popular Dating Game.

We were so impressed with last year's
affair that we miade this a SpotlLight event.
Don't miss it

In Between is located at 625 S. Second
Street, Milwaukee.

KENOSHA AL-ANON

Gay AA and Gay Al-Anon meets every
Thursday at 7:30 pm. the Unitarian-
Universalist Church, 5810 8 Street in
Kenosha and at the Unitarian-Universalist
Church in Racine, 625 College Avenue
every Monday at 8:00 p.m. Phone (414)
694-0115. Ask for Bill or Art.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14

VALENTINE'S DAY SHOW AT
KIRBY'S KLUB IN MADISON
BENEFITS THE AIDS NETWORK'S

EMERGENCY SERVICE FUND

Kirby's Klub will the site of a spectacular
Valentine's Day show featuring the talents
of Madison's finest performers plus the
talents of the Portfolio Men.

Everyone who enters gets a free rose.
There will be drink specials, a fabulous
show, and lots of fun.

The show is the wrap of Kirby's "Give
Some Love" Campaign co-sponsored by
The Wisconsin Light During the
campaign you can buy a valentine at the
bar and help those with AIDS meet
emergency expenses.

Showtime is 10:00 and there will be a
$5.00 cover (and it's worth every penny)
so don't miss it.

Kirby's is located at 121 Main Street,
Madison.

VALENTINE'S DAY DANCE AT
MANOEUVRES IN MADISON

Manoeuvres is throwing a great
Valentine's Bash beginning at 11:00.
Don't miss out on all the fun and

excitement. Manoeuvres is located at 150
S. Blair Street, Madison.

GAY MEN'S CHORUS FUND
RAISER AT BUDDIES

Green Bay's Gay Men's Chorus s
holding its first fund raiser at Buddies,
1264 Main Street, Green Bay, and it
promises to be a good time for all those in
attendance. The fund raiser will include
raffles from 8 pm to 1 Am.

The chorus is raising money so it can
purchase music for its Spring Concert. So
stop on by and check out Title Town's
newest Gay bar at the same time.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15

THE PAGEANT IN MILWAUKEE

Wisconsin's original pageant is over two
decades old. This year's version will be
held at the Milwaukee Downtown Hilton

Hotel's Crystal Ballroom. Tickets are
$50.00 (dinner included) or $25.00 for the
show only.

Cocktails are at 5 PM, Dinner is at 6:30
and the pageant begins at 8:00. For
tickets call 383-5767.

LOVE ME TENDER AT DIVERSIONS

Diversions that hot Fox Valley Gay
entertainment complex will have a hot
revue to help make your Valentine's Day
weekend complete.

The "Love Me Tender” revue will include
live vocals, as well as comedy. Showtime
is 8:30 PM. Diversions is located at 1413
Green Valley Road Neenah.

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 19

KIRBY'S KLUB OFFERS MADISON
IT'S FIRST CLOSET BALL

Kirby's Klub is offering a new treat to
Madison's Gays and Lesbians the first
ever Closet Ball. This is a ball with a twist.
In addition to a fine show filled with many
of Madison's best performers, the closet
ball will feature five studly leather men
who will be transformed into drag queens
as the evening goes on.

Be on hand to see who will be crowned
Queen of the Closet Ball.

Kirby's Klub is located at 121 W. Main
Street, Madison.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 24

MARDI GRAS PARTY AT
MANOEUVRES

You know you always have a great time
whenever Manoeuvres has a party and
their Mardi Gras party will be no exception
to that rule.

Sponsored by Manoeuvres and
Zumbido, the party will include cajun food,
hot dance music, and the awarding of a
color tv to whoever collects the most
beads and doubloons.

Don't miss out on all the fun be there
starting at 10:00 and celebrate Fat
Tuesday in style at Manoeuvres, 150 S.
Blair Street, Madison.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28

TURN ABOUT AT ZA'S

One of the premiere events of the
season will take place at Za's with its
annual Turn About Night party. Tum
about nights (for those who don't know)
are parties where the bar tenders and the
drag queens trade places.

It's all in fun and its always a great time.
Za's is located at 1106 Main Street, Green
Bay.

NOWAP FUND RAISER AT

SCOOTERS

Scooters, 411 Galloway Street, Eau
Claire, will be scene of a fund raiser for the
NOWAP, the Northern Wisconsin AIDS
Project. There will be a fine show and a tv
giveaway, (the kind you watch at home not
the kind you watch on the stage). So stop
on in and lend some support to those
trying to help us all fight against AIDS.

MARDI GRAS PARTY AT MAMA'S
Nobody knows how to party at Mardi

THERE IS NO ONE WHO IS
NOT MADE BEAUTIFUL BY LOVE.
THERE IS NO DEED THAT LOVE DOES NOT MAKE 6RAND
JOE, JUNE AND STAFF

418 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee—(414) 278-9192

Gras like your Mama does, so Mama Roux
is throwing a combination Mardi
Gras/Anniversary bash.

Mardi Gras is always special at Mama
Roux which is known for its fine cajun
food. The party will include prizes for the
most elaborate, most original and sleaziest
mask.

Plus you get half off your first drink when
you wear a mask.

Yeechaaah! There was a lot foot stomping, hand clapping two steppin, line dancing, eating and just in

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Mama Roux is located at 1875 N.
Humboldt.

BREW CITY BEARS NIGHT AT THE
BOOT CAMP
It will be open season on Bears at the
Boot Camp located at 209 E. National
Ave, as the Brew City Bears hold a club
night at the bar.
The party starts at 10:00 p.m.

)

general camrying on at the Shoreline Dancers Anniversary Party held at Milwaukee's Just Us on Saturday
January 31st. A large crowd tumed out to help on of America’s best Gay and Leshian country dance troupes
celebrate the occasion. Shown above a few of the members our cameraman was able to get standing still
long enough to take a picture. Also in the picture are Just Us Co-Owners Steve and Jan. Just Us is located
at 807 S. Fifth Street, Milwaukee. The bar features country nights every Saturday.

By Dusty Sass

NEWS...We hear the Valentine's Sale at
Kirby's Klub in Madison is going really
well. You can buy one of your own for a
minimum donation of a $1.00. The entire
donation goes to the AIDS Network's
Emergency Services Fund which provides
money to people with HIV who need help
meeting emergency expenses.

RECAPS...The Ileather swap at
Woody's was fun, there were a whole lot
of people there and | think some of them
were swapping more than leather, but hey
whatever makes em happy. After leaving
Woody's | headed over to the Shore Line
anniversary party at Just Us. There was

Shoreline and Just Us know how to throw
a great party and this one was no
exception.

The opening night of The Milwaukee
Eagle's Golden Shaft club was tres butch!
| personally couldn't find a golden shaft to
take home with me, but | had had a good
time nonetheless. :

| stopped by In Between for their
Monday evening balloon toss. | didn't win
but | saw several people who did do well.

Speaking of winning, the La Cage,
Tuesday night Prize night is worth
checking out. There are winners of bar
tabs and stuff every Tuesday night.
Weekly winners are entered in a drawing

an even bigger crowd over there. Please See Night Light Page 22
Coffee, Walkers Oen
. Point :
Community Dailyl0am
and Cyberteria to 4am
1
Cafe

Now Serving Cappucinos & Flavored Coffees
$4/pots - $2/refills

Tr17 Our New Sfecials

Monday
Fresh Pasta Night $5.95

Wednesday
Mozz Logs Night 5 for $4.00

Friday
Dessert Night - Free slice of ple with entree

PLUS

Every sandwich now includes a "fist full of fries"
Try our Philly Cheesesteak!
It’s THE Best Price and Taste Around!

www.yourcafe.com

1106 S. 1st Street » Milwaukee » 384-7999
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% VALENTINE’S

DAY AFFAIR
7 Sat, Feb 14 « 4-8

Hors d’oeuvres & Door Prtzes

POKER RUN

Sat, Mar 7
SSBL Fundraiser

= Mondays 9pm to Close
Domestic Beer $1.25 * $1.75 Rail

= Tuesdays.9pm to-Close
$2. 50 Topq,f,Sheii# $1 75 le

u-rsdays 9pm to _élgse
%ﬁs Rail P

pge

Bloodirs, Screws, Greyhounds $2.25

§w¢’

'mm S wé @5 gy
S Sundays Biooﬂ’ys, fcrews,

“" Greyhounds - $2.25 (until 6pm)
Tap Beer 80¢ (‘till 6pm)
$1.75 Rail (9pm “til close)

196 South Second
Street
Milwaukee
-273-7474 -

Saturday & Sunday Specials: Food, Shots & Fun
Pizza Served Anytime! Party Room Available!

O
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One-Fifty South Blair Street, Madison, Wisconsin
608.258.9918

ZUMBIDO

MARDI GRAS PARTY

Tue, Feb 24

Free color TV

for most beads & dubloons

Cajun Food, Oyster Shots
Drink Specials

MAD

DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX!

Open Nightly at 8pm

DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK

801 - 807 South Znd Street. = Milwaukee = 382-8330
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Valentines Day Show Mustae
A Benefit for the AIDS Network R

Emergcnc y Services Fund
A Wisconsin ngbz? Spaz‘fngt Event

o2 - Thelst Annual + =
~ with Portfolio Men y L
 and a cast of stars headed by = KIRBY'S KLU' il

"Cass Marie Domino CLOSET BALL'
Special Guest - Tammy Baldwin
/ C:Her$5 y. Feb 19’ 1opm

1998

FEBRUARY 12, 1998 TO FEBRUARY 25.

(The first 100 people receive a free rose) Watch as D Studly Leather Men get a
A Wisconsin Light makeover by local drag artists for the very
first time. Plus a fabulous show. See who
S D@W [ ﬂ @ HE[[ gets crowned “Queen of the Closet Ball”
121 West Main Place » Madison, WI 53703
DON'T FORGET ALWAYS THE
OUR NEW DJ’S: HOTTEST MUSIC
TODD & THURSDAY,
SHAWN FRIDAY &
SATURDAY
Beach Music BAOH iy
10-Close
Our Own Pool (Get a Free Bingo Card
. with each drink)
2 Hourly winners of a new VCR
Dress in Beach Plus prizes every 1/2 hour
Clothes and
sse A TUESDAYS
$ ( | FaOn0 Swamp Water Special
1 $2  9-Close
Off on Drinks at . . . WEDNESDAYS
Kareoke Night
Sing with your Friends
Ice House Special
$1 Taps
$3 Pitchers
$2 Long Island Iced Teas
Free Pool :
EVERY THURSDAY
TWENTIES NIGHT

Be an Audlence Judge $1 Rail » $1 Doctors
e i kg If you’re between 21 and 29




THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT FEBRUARY 12, 1998 TO FEBRUARY 25

................

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Despite a Few Faults, ‘Oscar and
Lucinda’ is Absolutely Worth Seeing

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop
Glenn has untold (at least till now, that
is) admiration for those audacious
filmmakers willing, often eager to take on
the cinematic adaptation of celebrated
novels. Such ventures are so desperately
fraught with danger. One need only look

to the recent and quite ghastly
modemization of Charles Dickens' Great
Expectations.

Few recent novels have as impressive
pedigree as Peter Carey's quirky Oscar
and Lucinda, winner of the prestigious
Booker Prize for literature. To bring to the
big screen this magical novel of two
compulsive gamblers, director Gillian
Amnstrong set off on a similar wager.

As suggested by the title of both novel
and film, this is a character study of two
oddly matched lovers.

Following his widely acclaimed matinee-
idol tum in The English Patient, Ralph
Fiennes would seem a curious choice for
the frail, twitching young minister. First
captured as the son of a "fire and
brimstone" puritanical Minster, Oscar will
catch such a gambling fever not found on
the big screen since fabled Barbara
Stanwyck's delicious tum in The Lady
Gambiles.

Oscar's female counterpart is Lucinda
(ravishing newcomer Cate Blanchett). A
young heiress, Lucinda's love for all things
made of glass results in her purchase of a
glass-works factory. In the process,
Lucinda develops two obsessions, one for
the Reverend Hasset (Ciaran Hinds) and
the other, gambling.

Fate, surely, rather than coincidence will
bring together Oscar and Lucinda on a
vessel headed for Australia. The oh-so
tempting sounds of ship board gaming
tables acting as the catalyst in introducing
these two lost souls together.

Immediately drawn together in best
storybook fashion, their lives will intertwine
until drawn into an ill-fated, daring wager.

Glenn has the sad misfortune to admit
that Oscar and Lucinda proves to be
something of a disappointment. The fim's
pleasures are many, yet Oscar and
Lucinda never quite adds up to a great
and satisfying whole.

No faults to Amstrong's fine cast. Can
the actor playing this gentle, timid Oscar
be the same as the one who stole Glenn's
heart in The English Patient or the
grotesque embodiment of evil in
Schindler's List? Under a mop of red
hair, Fiennes' Oscar is nothing short of
mesmerizing and a performance that is
well worthy of Oscar consideration.

Her character perhaps somewhat less
developed, Cate Blanchett's Lucinda still
manages to match Fiennes' Oscar. Their
relationship is haunting and haunted, yet
the screenplay by Laura Jones leaves
their romance undemourished. The one,
tentative kiss between these two is
ultimately too little, too late.

Gay audiences will be hard pressed not
to raise an eyebrow at the touching
scenes between Oscar and Percy Smith
(Bille Brown), Oscar's protector on the
doomed journey.

Purists might also quibble with some
departures from Carey's novel, but few will
not be moved by such extraordinary and
unforgettable images impossible not to
linger in memory: the Devon coast, the
bursting of the Prince Rupert glass and
finally, the eerie spectacle of Oscar's
solitary figure in the church of glass drifting
down the river.

Rating: $6.18 (scale No cents to $7.00)

Oscar and Lucinda is currently playing
at Milwaukee's Downer Theater.

Emotionally Stilted and Artsy, ‘The
Tango Lesson’ is Simply Out of Step

By John A. Jahn

Writer/Director Sally Potter (Orlando,
Thriller) was formerly a professional
dancer. She stars in her latest film, The
Tango Lesson, as Sally, a woman trying
to get her scripts tumed into artful film,
taking tango lessons from a Latin heart-
throb named Pablo. Pablo is played by
real life professional dancer Pablo Veron -
who also choreographed the film. With all
this interaction of real life and the fiction of
the motion picture, you'd expect some-
thing truly special and heartfelt to emerge.
You'd be wrong!

| can already say this will in all likelihood
go down as one of my least favorite films
of the year. The supposed romance be-
tween Pablo and Sally is never convincing
- not for one minute. This is largely be-
cause the only physical contact we see
between them occurs when they're danc-
ing together (or in many cases, Pablo
dancing alone for Sally in an off-putting,
egotistical fashion).

The only scene with them in bed fto-
gether foliows a fight, and Pablo lies in
fetal position on the opposite end of the
bed from Sally, looking at him forlornly.

There's not much plot here, either.
+Would be movie writer Sally decides she
wants to leamn the tango after seeing a
stage performance of same (one which is
far hotter than anything she and Pablo
ever manage in 90-odd minutes).

" She meets Pablo, the very cute, Latino
dance instructor, and he agrees to give
her - lessons. Gradually, they fall in love

(though it's hard to tell), and then spend
the rest of the film either fighting or danc-
ing with each other, others, or by them-
selves. The film ends with them dancing
on the nighttime streets of Paris as the
music swells.

Potter strove to make The Tango Les-
son artsy by not only filming it almost en-
tirely in grainy black & white (for no appar-
ent reason), and by using some unusual
camera angles (lots of overhead shots),
but also by limiting the dialog to such a
degree you could probably fit it on a cou-
ple sheets of paper (or maybe it just
seemed that way because what is said is
so flat and lifeless). The latter was in-
tended to allow the non-verbal communi-
cation to have free reign, and for the
dance sequences to tell the story.

Sally and Pablo seem to be playing
against each other in this film (you get the
impression their both striving against the
other for top billing), and the dance se-
quences - while fascinating in the first 10
or 15 minutes - become tedious and tire-
some shortly thereafter. | don't think
there's 10 solid minutes anywhere in this
emotionally tepid film in which someone
isn't dancing! You'll leave not wanting to
see anyone dance a tango for months - if
not years!

The Tango Lesson, is not exciting, nor
is it good-looking, nor is it funny, nor is it
the least bit emotionally engaging, and the
dancing is so all-consuming that it be-
comes a tedious bore to watch. (1/2 star)

Avoid at all Costs the Superfluous,
Sappy, Sugary ‘Spiceworld’

By John A. Jahn

Has anyone nof heard of the latest Brit-
ish Invasion - the prefabricated, inter-
changeable, cheesy pop group known as
the Spice Girls? If you're one of the lucky
few, consider yourself blessed. Now, | love
movies. | even love light pop music. But
somehow, neither of those loves was the
least bit fulfilled by this God-awful movie.
Go figure!

The setting is present-day London,
England; Trafalgar Square, to be exact.
Suddenly one of those inimitably British
double decker buses (painted overall in
the Union Jack) roars into view and hurtles
towards the camera. Then, in an explosion
of music, color, clothes, and- platform

shoes, the five notoriously campy Spice
Girls emerge from popping flashbulbs and
screaming fans to descend upon London
with annoyingly in-your-face fanfare.

The sugary pop quintet: Emma Bunton
(Baby Spice), Geri Halliwell (Ginger
Spice), Melanie Brown (Scary Spice),
Melanie Chisholm (Sporty Spice) and
Victoria Adams (Posh Spice) have been
given their first (count on it, there'll be
more) feature film, Spiceworld. It's been
billed as the 1990's version of the classic
Beatles' film A Hard Days Night, and if
that's the comparison we are to make,
then world pop culture has precipitously

Please See Spiceworld Page 19

Preacher Man Todd Allen and Oscar Nominee Robert Duvall in a scene from “The Apostle.”
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Robert Duvall Excels as a Religious
Fanatic in ‘The Apostle’

By John A. Jahn

I've always appreciated the talents of
Robert Duvall, and his career spans four
decades: the '60s (To Kill a Mockingbird,
True Grit), the '70s (M*A*S*H, both God-
father movies, Apocalypse Now, The
Great Santini), '80s (Colors, The Natu-
ral), and the '90s (Days of Thunder, Fal-
ling Down, Staiin).

He's at a point in his career where he
can not only pick and choose acting roles,
but also write, produce and direct. He as-
sumes all four roles in the stirring and
heartfelt drama.

A story about one man's joumney on the
road to redemption, The Apostle repre-
sents a tour de force for Duvall, who tri-
umphs in the title role and thoroughly
grabs your attention every second he's on
the screen. This is partly due to Duvall's
always strong screen persona, but also
because his character, Sonny (later known
as "The Apostle EF."), is a complex,
driven revivalist southermn preacher...not
nomally the type of person one can easily
ignore (even when you want to!). One gets
the impression Duvall knew someone like
Sonny very well in real life.

Threatened with the simultaneous loss
of both his family and his chureh, Euliss
"Sonny" Dewey, a Pentecostal preacher,
is driven to commit a crime of passion,
kiling Horace (Todd Allen), a young
preacher who's come between him and his
wife Jessie (Farrah Fawcett). Sonny flees,
even though it means leaving behind the
wife and children he adores, his ailing
mother (June Carter Cash), and the
church he's worked so hard to make

flourish. 3

Leaving Texas behind for the bayous of
Louisiana, he destroys all traces of his
past and changes his name to the cryptic
"E.F.", or just "The Apostle." Haunted by
the past he left behind, E.F. works his way
into the hearts and souls of the people
now surrounding him in an unsuccessful
attempt to forget the past and find per-
sonal redemption.

Duvall's central performance is riveting,
indeed. Regardless of your taste for
preaching and religious fanaticism (which
his character surely represents), you'll ei-
ther find it engrossing and inspiring or just
downright silly...often a mixture of both.

Duvall surrounds himself with a fine
supporting cast, including Billy Bob
Thomton (Sling Blade) as an irreligious
racist.

The Apostle is a long movie: 2 hours
and 13 minutes long to be exact, but it
moves along quickly - for the most part -
thanks to the near constant, dominating
screen presence of Duvall's Sonny/E.F.
The film does, however, get a little tedious
here and there as we're subjected to a few
too many sermons (the climactic ending in
particular is somewhat marred by the fact
that Duvall's entire final sermon is given -
it just eats up too much time and gets
rather dull).

The Apostle comes highly recom-
mended, despite its few flaws, and Robert
Duvall deserves tremendous credit for
bringing this passionate morality tale to the
screen. (3 1/2 stars)

The Apostle, opens February 13th ex-
clusively at Milwaukee's Oriental Theater.

‘Blues Brothers 2000’, a Musical—if Not
Comedic—Tour De Force

By John A. Jahn

It's hard to believe it's been 18 years
since the release of one of the coolest
musical comedies ever, The Blues
Brothers, with the late John Belushi and
Dan Aykroyd as Jake and Elwood Blues,
respectively. That fim was notable for
many reasons, among them the biggest
car chase ever put on film (culminating in
the biggest car pileup), great R&B music
(provided by a whole slew of musical art-
ists), and for -Milwaukeeans, the scene
taking place on the then incomplete free-
way ramp connecting |-894 to the Hoan
Bridge. It's a comedy classic, achieving
legendary status partly due fo the untimely
death of Belushi, but mostly because it's
just a dam good film.

Many of the same elements have come
together nearly 2 decades later for the
highly-anticipated sequel, Blues Brothers
2000, and, while in many respects musi-
cally superior to the first film, the comedic
elements are nowhere near as strong.

| say that not just by comparison to the
original, but also with 2000 standing com-
pletely on its own. This isn't to say there
aren't laughs, but just that so many of the
punch lines are blatant rip-offs of the first
movie. And when you hear a joke the sec-
ond time, no matter how good it is, it's just
not as funny.

- The first word that comes to mind when
watching Blues Brothers 2000 is deriva-
tive. Many, many scenes are just retreads
from the 1980 film. For example, the origi-
nal gave us those infamous lllinois Nazis,
a scene where Reverend Cleophus James
(James Brown) "zaps" Jake into his holy
mission of reforming the Blues Band, and
the massive car chase through downtown
Chicago where police cars topple and

crash into one another, forming a huge
pile of smoking, crunched up steel.

Well, 2000 gives us skinheads and white
supremacists, Rev. James "zapping” Ca-
bel Chamberlain (Joe Morton), an lllinois
sheriff, into joining up with the band, and a
massive police car pileup on a highway.
"Been there, done that™ is a common
feeling one gets throughout this film, and
there are many more obvious parallels.

Even if you haven't ssen the 1980 film (a
crime, indeed!), this film will still only leave
you chuckling at best, since most of the
comedy is, frankly, rather lame. Never-
theless, if you like rock & roll or rhythm &
blues music at all, this film has loads of it,
performed in nicely choreographed num-
bers throughout.

There are some 26 different songs, in-
cluding "Respect," "Ghost Riders in the
Sky," "Green Onions,"” and "Funky Nas-
sau." The movie's chock-full of musical
legends and cameo appearances, includ-
ing B.B. King, Nia Peeples, Aretha Frank-
lin, Wilson Pickett, Steve Lawrence, John
Popper ("Blues Traveller®), Paul Shaffer,
Bo Diddley, Billy Preston...etc.

The plot, such as it is, serves only to
move the Blues Brothers Band (and all the
original members from the first film are
back) from lllincis to the swamps of Lou-
isiana and a "battle of the bands."

A decidedly mixed review - great music,
relatively mediocre and highly derivative
comedy. It could've had much better writ-
ing (and with Aykroyd and John Landis,
you'd expect much better!). But it could've
been much worse, too (let's say they
brought in Jim Belushi to be Jake and
hope no one noticed!). The soundtrack,
certainly, comes more highly recom-
mended than the film. *k1/z
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Save ‘The Wedding Singer’ for a Time
When You Have Nothing Else to Do

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Imagine, if you will, the all-too pathetic
sight of an aging, jaded, Gay film critic
sitting amidst a sea of middle-class mall
America in anticipation of a silly, little
romantic comedy about the foibles of that
last bastion of heterosexuality: the big,
white wedding.

Amed with a much needed "Biggie"
popcom, Glenn pondered just exactly who
was Adam Sandler and what misdeed
brought Glenn so low: to The Wedding
Singer?

Adam Sandler plays Robby Hart. In high
school Robby envisioned a glorious future
as a songwriter/rock star. His vision won
him the questionable charms of Linda
(Angela Featherstone).

In the six long years that followed high
school, Robby's rock & roll dream had
faded. Reality finds Robby becoming his
hometown's premiere Wedding Singer.
Glenn isn't quite sure how Wedding Singer
differs from Lounge Lizard?

While Robby might be content with his

meager existence, living in his married
sister's basement, girlfriend Linda is not.
In proper sit-com etiquette, Linda leaves
Robby at the alter on their wedding day.
Boo-hoo!
:+ Following Robby's horrifying humiliation,
The Wedding Singer follows Robby as he
puts his "career" on hold (but not before
one last nightmarish turn singing at an
unsuspecting wedding).

Finding considerable amounts of time on
his hands, Robby is persuaded to assist

cute little Julia (Drew Barrymore) as she
plans her wedding to slimy, Don Johnson-
wannabe Glenn (Matthew Glave). Did
Glenn forget to mention that The Wedding
Singer is set in 19857

In all too predictable fashion, The
Wedding Singer offers up rather routine
plotting. The likable hero, Robby must
realize he isn't in love with Linda but with
Julia who must likewise discover that her
boyfriend is a complete shit.

Wedding Singer director Frank Coraci
fortunately manages a few surprises up
his sleeve, particularly in the whimsical
casting choices of Steve "Fargo" Buscemi,
Billy "Can you say has-been" Idol and
Alexis Arquette in Boy George-drag.

Possessing a center as gooey as a
marshmallow, The Wedding Singer is a
lost little puppy of a picture, too warm and
fuzzy for a critic like Glenn Bishop to enjoy
putting the final touches of a truly scathing
review.

This isn't to say that The Wedding
Singer isn't a pretty dreadful film. It is.
Best intentions notwithstanding, The
Wedding Singer possesses foo few
amusing moments amidst some of the
most sophomoric writing endured outside
of public access television, Glenn predicts
great success for The Wedding Singer
once it reaches budget cinemas, where
people will actually get their money's
worth!

Rating: $1.50

(scale: No cents to
$7.00)

‘The Replacement Killers’ is a Movie for
Those of Stout Hearts

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

The Replacement Killers would, at ini-
fial glance, seem an unlikely film to find
Glenn and his "Biggie™ popcorn. Never a
particular aficionado of ultra-violent gang-
ster flicks, Glenn must sheepishly admit to
having neither seen Coppola's classic The
Godfather nor any of Bruce Lee's antics.

Faithful readers of the Wisconsin Light
must therefore pardon Glenn's lack of ex-
pertise. Still, nothing wrong with bringing a
fresh, naiveté to the otherwise jaded busi-
ness of film reviewing!

Top-lining The Replacement Killers is
that international hunk o' man, Chow Yun-
Fat. Never heard of him? Glenn neither!
Press clippings suggest that the brooding
Chow is Hong Kong's leading leading
man. Whether he takes America by storm
remains to be seen.

Chow plays an assassin with a decided
sense of right and wrong. Right is killing
bad guys -- even in huge, huge numbers -
while wrong is the killing of adorable little
seven year-old boys while being hugged
by their fathers.

Gee, Glenn has managed to offer up
The Replacement Killer's scanty plotting
with scant effort.

A brutal nightclub slaying, followed by
the appropriately exciting chase sequence
begin The Replacement Killers. When
good-guy cop Stan Zedkov (Michael
Rooker) is forced to kill the arrogant killer,
he will leamn that he has slain the son of
underworld kingpin Mr. Wei ( Kenneth
Tsang).

Bad luck. Really bad luck. Wei per-
suades noble John Lee (the aforemen-
tioned Chow Yun-Fat) to accept the as-
signment to exact revenge. All seems to
precede as planned. Lee has father and

son targeted, yet he fails to complete his
as:i;;nrnent Inquiring minds want to know
why!

Now on the run, John Lee tums to Meg
Coburn (Mira Sorvino) to fix him up with a
fake passport, so he can hightail it to
mainland China to protect his mother and
sister. Meg is interrupted in her task and
before she knows it she and John find
themselves thrust together, unlikely part-
ners against the evil Mr.Wei.

Mira Sorvino was something of a revela-
tion to Glenn. As the tough-as-nails Meg
Cobum, Ms. Sorvine was delightfully
...well, tough-as-nails and Glenn isn't talk-
ing those fake kind you can purchase at
your better convenience stores. Ms.
Sorvino reminded Glenn of those won-
derful gun molls in the 1930's Wamer films
that featured such memorable bad guys as
Jimmy Cagney or Edward G. Robinson.

Initially Glenn thought Chow Yun-Fat
something of an expressionless enigma.
Highly skilled assassins might be trained
to show little, if any emotion but such
characters are difficult to elicit much audi-
ence sympathy., Even the deliciously
wooden mega-hunk Armold S. only be-
came a superstar after revealing his hu-
morous side.

Director Antoine Fuqua offers some nice
stylish visual touches while keeping the
action going along at a brisk pace.

Those faint of heart take heed, The Re-
placement Killers is not for the squeam-
ish. A particularly unpleasant, barbaric
murder of an innocent woman driving a
van nearly had Glenn tossing up in his
"Biggie' popcomn. Souls braver than Glenn
however should get their money's worth!

Rating $3.05 (scale No cents to $7.00)

Violent, Brain-Dead and Derivative,
‘Deep Rising’ is One to Miss

By John A. Jahn

From the bottomless depths of the South
China Sea, computer-generated creatures
surface to attack and cannibalize the pas-
sengers on a luxury cruise liner, the "Ar-
gonautica.”" The first victim is killed as one
of them sucks her down through the toilet
upon which she sits.

From there it just gets worse.

You can't help but feel your soul being
drained out of your body while watching
Deep Rising, the mere existence of which
seems predicated on the notion that peo-
ple are far, far too easily entertained.

Deep Rising has everything you'd ex-
pect to find in a clichéd horror film, and
less. It's full of cardboard cut-out charac-
ters for one, including the handsome
leading macho guy who gets the girl in the
end (Treat Wiliams), the hero's comic
sidekick (Kevin O'Connor), the snarling
bad guy who dies ever so slowly and hor-
ribly (Wes Studi), the corrupt, money-
hungry Capitalist (Anthony Heald), and of
course, the girl/romantic interest who ends
up being the superheroine she never knew
she could be (Famke Janssen; think of her

as a bargain basement Sandra Bullock).

Then, of course, there are dozens of
automatic weapons that never need re-
loading, and a gang of bad guys, each
representing a different ethnic group.
There are also the big, disgusting, grue-
some creatures - entirely computer-
generated in this case, and not remarkably
well, either.

A quote from writer/director Stephen
Sommers perhaps sums things up best of
ail: "| saw something on television about a
vampire squid - a really nasty-looking
thing. |...did some research on giant sea
anemones. And then decided to write a big
thriller action movie.” Revealing, is it not?

Essentially, Deep Rising is a violent,
bloody monster movie, filled with every
shopwomn cliché of the genre. It's poorly
written, directed and acted, and what suf-
fices as the plot isn't worth analysis as it's
so full of holes that the film becomes a 90
minute sieve of forehead-slapping non-
sense. Summed up: a big body count,
standard, cardboard action hero types, the
girl, big, ugly creatures. Hey, sounds origi-
nal and entertaining to me! NOT! /2%

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

From the Start, a Film’s Quality as Art
Has Been Due to the Director

A Wisconsin Light Exclusive By Steve Starvon

Films have always been the director’'s medium. With the universal eye of_i_he camera,
directors were the original soothsayers conjuring up images and agpanttons out of
shadows and light, pioneering this great new technology of the 20 century, giving
breadth and focus to what must have seemed an odd curio of an invention at the begin-
ning of the century. e : _ [

The magic of early movies was limited to constrictive stages , unwieldy immobile
cameras and the need to create action out of silence. These early magicians of shadow
-play seemed limited to what their cumbersome all seeing eye could reproduce on nar-
row strips of celluloid—and the need to coalesce these pinpoints of light into something
resembling narrative coherence. _

D. W. Griffith attacked the problem by taking his cameras outdoors, mounting them on
movable transports, and creating the first story spectacles. Chaplin did him one better
by preducing ,directing ,and acting in his own films, setting a new standard of artistic
coordination and foreshadowing the later efforts of Orson Welles.

But these were gifted men and their European counter parts—W. G. ‘Pabst [not the
beer]] Murnau ,Dreyer Lang, remained less renowned but were no less influential. The
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari [1919], Nosferatu [1922] and Metropolis [1926] were admired
by cinema historians , but seemed too studied for general consumption. Danish director
Dreyer's Passion of Joan of Arc [1928] introduced creative use of the close -up ,but
his later films were marked by an almost sadistic Puritanical religiosity [Day of Wrath
1943] which alienated audiences and limited his international appeal,

Then as now ,movies are a curiously American phenomena ,and attempts to over-
intellectualize film has never been long lasting, or particularly popular. Movies at their
best were a kind of glorious entertainment blending the artistic with an accessible ver-
nacular and an easy-to-take style. 5 _

The “vision thing’' [George Bush.’s favorite amalgam] in films was the director’'s main
job .As in politics it was mandatory to combine these “pinpoints of light * into a coherent
seamless audience -pleasing format, but it was American made films that dominated
the movie world from the outset.

But if directors were the alchemists, movie stars were the lodestones of popular at-
traction.. Fairbanks, Chaney ,Pickford, and, of course, Chaplin emerged out of these
silent pinpoints of light and dominated he international scene as well as their succes-
sors- Garbo ,Shearer, Davis, Stewart, Hepbum, Grant, and many others who would
define and refine sound films into a more serious art form, challenging the stage as
sound added prestige to films.

This was not lost on many talented directors ,who, realizing that those who appeared
before the camera would at least equal in importance those who operated behind the
camera, became resigned to the emerging studio system which demanded that direc-
tors deal with given starring actors. This may in fact have been a blessing in disguise—
there was an enomous amount of talent before the camera during the first half of the
20" century ,and with the technical as well as the monetary support that studios could
provide, and combined with the personal dedication that executive producers such as
Thalberg, Goldwyn, and Selznick had for films ,it was not quite so difficult to blend
commercial with artistic pursuits. A De Mille or a Capra had a much freer hand than is
generally supposed [as long as they were commercial], and a great wealth of talent to
choose from.

Many famous stars emerged as the result of a proprietary mentorship at the hands of
a dominant director: Lillian Gish with Griffith, Garbo with Maurice Stiller, Dietrich with
Sternberg and even Alfred Hitchcock allowed himself an obsessive fascination with his
famous blonds: Madeleine Carroll, Ingrid Bergman ,Grace Kelly, Eva Marie Saint. John
Wayne did his best work under the direction of John Ford who elevated Westemn s into
a more respectable genre. The Golden Age of sound films lasted from about the 30s
through the mid -40s, coming to an abrupt halt after World War Il

The post war depressive let -down dominated by the emerging Cold War and heark-
ening to the Korean conflict, combined with the realization that the recent war had not
made the world “'safe for democracy” resulted in a curious sense of denial of the for-
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mer war -time optimism that had given spiritual unity fo the arts—this embarrassed
revocation of faith in humanism would dominate the arts for the next half century.

A gradual unraveling of the balance between star and director gradually came into
effect as a “new wave' of foreign films began to shift emphasis in favor of innovative di-
rectors who reflected the dark side of a new pessimism.

The first were the almost unwatchable hand -held camera movies—Rossellini's Open
City[1945] and De Sica's Bicycle Thief [1947] that confused artistic laggardness with
realism, although the latter film is still widely admired by film dilettantes for the “purity of
its simplicity"—a favorite term of film connoisseurs at that time.

It is much better than the other initial neo -realistic films of this period.. But these early
Italian films served a masochistic post- war need to bury the audience in grit. The age of
director -deifying films came into being in the 50s, but now their was a greater empha-
sis on the European product—always the home of post war malaise—and of malaise
there would be aplenty. Soon foreign films would become more sophisticated and ob-
scure.

Most prominent in Italy were Antonioni [L'Aventura 1960, La Notte 1961, Red Desert
1964] whose characters wandered aimlessly and scenario-less though city streets while
taking their emotional temperatures in endless monologues about spiritual destitution;
Frederico Fellini who viewed surrealism as temporary psychosis[81/2 1963, Juliet of
the Spirits1965] and threw in some abstract eroticism [Satyricon 1970] along with a
hand -slapping view of hollow merriment [La Dolce Vita 1960—very popular here] but
came up with a real mini -tragedy in the ineffable self -induced loneliness and heart-sick
pathos of La Strada [1954]—but this film unlike the others required star performances-
provided by Anthony Quinn and Guiletta Masina (Fellini's wife) and survived its trendi-
ness for quite a while.

The French , of course would regard their films as fit for the true epicures of intellec-
tualism ,but a certain urgency was lacking —like settling for a bon bon when the times
demanded a steak. Francois Truffault never equaled his film debut The 400 Blows
[1958] a film still loved today for its delicate sense of unconscious parental lovelessness
and the loneliness that ensues in children—but here again the famous final shot of the
boy staring at the empty ,endless sea is almost as fondly remembered as Garbo’s in
Queen Christina. His subsequent films Breathless [1959] and Jules and Jim [1961]
suffered from a cold -blooded sleight of hand so often mistaken for sophistication—
chaming but forgettable—like trying to involve yourself in watching an accident from
across the street.

Others, like Alain Resnais delved into the metaphysical aspects of sub conscious
memory blockage, producing films of brilliant incoherence with camera work so stud-
iedly [and slowly] elegant that you didn't mind if it seemed like a series of unedited se-
quences. He convinced unemployed coffee house intellectuals —and well-paid film afi-
cionados—that it didn't matter if you could follow the film as long as you could savor its
tastefulness. But his Hiroshima Mon Amour [1959] and Last Year at Marienbad
[1961] are far more compelling than our contemporary psychiatric obsession with hid-
den memory recall.

Resnais’s films capped nuclear age depression by denying the importance of per-
sonal experience —a dangerous concept in these politically correct times but probably
close to the truth. The films retain a certain distinction despite their pervasive negativ-
ism,,although no one cares to watch them any more.

But it was Swedish director Ingmar Bergman who gamered the most respected praise
from American cinemaddicts. Basically a stage director, Bergman transformed his ac-
tors into speaking mannequins bearing long ,long recorded messages emanating from
the director's psyche- a form of free association dialogue with no beginning or end.

Bergman was not adverse to using extensive close ups but at his worst, as in the
nearly unwatchable Persona 1966] (recently seen on TV), action comes to a dead hait,
and one is aware of rapidly trying to decipher obtuse subtitles. At his best, as in Wild
Strawberries [1957]and the Virgin Spring [1960], Bergman strives to create modern
day morality plays out of the disillusionment of old age and the pointlessness of venge-
ful anger. His most remembered scene is the figure of death in the Seventh Seal
[1957] leading his characters in a routeless circular dance of the macabre- very propi-
tious of the post war dark ages.

From Japan, director Kurosawa earned a place of repute for more careful and cer-
tainly more spirited cinematography as in Rashomon [1950]and relieved cinema
weary audiences with a bit of action in Yojimbo [1961] and the classic , but slightly
overrated Japanese western - Seven Samurai [1954].

Of the many remakes, Sturges's The Magnificent Seven [1960] failed to capture Ku-
rosawa's sense of serious- minded merry making ,and Peckinpaw's overwrought [and
overpraised] Wild Bunch [1969] failed to duplicate Kurosawa's sense of classic poise-
within -motion.

On this side of the Atlantic, executive film producers such as Zanuck, Dore Schary,
and Howard Hawks, took a more cautious view, and, with the studio system still in op-
eration , left the darker side-soon to be known as “film noire’- to lower budget produc-
tions. Today, such over praised films as Kiss Me Deadly [1955], Crossfire 1947], and
The Big Heat [1953]are noted more as trend setters rather than for their intrinsic quali-
ties. The dark ominous geometry of nighttime city streets dominated these films with a
sense of nameless hostility which has a strange appeal even today .What they lacked
was the scalpel -edged determination of their European cinema -verite counterparts.
But they were easier fo take if less ambitious

Ironically, two of the finest film noire movies were made before 1945 -—-the merciless
Double Indemnity and the poetic pyscho -romantic motif of Laura. Both were made in
1944, the same year as Bing Crosby warbled Going my Way. The enduring longevity
of both these films might be atfributed to exceptionally strong star performances,. al-
though their respective directors [Wilder and Preminger] valued star acting as well as
structure. It was Wilder who was to give Sunset Boulevard its immortal “close up" line.
But it was an era that was doomed to close
Part 2, next issue.
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Spiceworld
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declined in every conceivable fashion.

First of all, unlike the Beatles, the Spice
Girls do not write their own material, nor
do they possess discemibly individual per-
sonalities. However, a much more apropos
comparison should be made with the
Brady Bunch, the Partridge Family, or per-
haps best of all, the Archies!

The film essentially follows them in their
bus running around from (supposedly)
comedic and musical scene after scene for
two days, culminating in a performance at
the Prince Albert Hall. Jokes aren't fol-
lowed up on; characters come and go
within a few minutes, never to be seen or
heard from again; nothing ever seems to
have any effect on what follows.

Sound like an overblown music video?
Righto, that's exactly what Spiceworld is.
_I's really too bad, especially given the

fact that the film contains some notable
personalities: Elvis Costello, Bob Hoskins,
Elton John, Meat Loaf, George Wendt,
and even Roger "007 of the '70s" Moore.
All that talent is wasted in this brain-dead
movie which deserves consignment to the
scrapheap of Krap for Kids,

But then again, what else could we have
expected? The central characters are un-
able to act (much less lip synch accu-
rately); the film's idea was dreamed up by

the Girls while waiting in an airport one

| day; the writer (Kim Fuller) has a bunch of

cancelled T.V. comedies on his resume;
and director (Bob Spiers) was in charge of
one of last year's worst movies, That Darn
Cat. In the end, there was nothing,
NOTHING, to recommend Spiceworld to
anyone over the age of 13 (and even
those 13 and under surely have better

" things to do then make their folks suffer

through this mess of a movie). (zero stars)

New on the Shelf

at Afterwords

Fiction

One Must Wait by Penny Mickelbury,
Simon & Schuster HC $22.00

Introducing rising black criminal defense
attomey Carol Ann Gibson—in a highly
charged new series by the Lambda
Award-nominated author of Night Songs.
When her husband, a high-powered cor-
porate lawyer, ends up dead after meeting
with a most unscrupulous client, Carol Ann
travels from the nation's capital to the
backwater swamps of Louisiana to find out
the secrets behind his death.

Mickelbury's depiction of ecological de-
struction and the relationship between en-
vironmental politics and racism informs her
novel with a depth and anger that parallels
Carole Ann's search for the murderer.

Venice Adriana by Ethan Mordden, St.
Martin's Press HC $23.95

Sent to Venice to pull together the auto-

The Number One
Going to Holland?
Get “Damron
Amsterdam”

Quaint, Queer Amsterdam is the number
one destination for Queers on vacation
this year. Ask any savvy travel agent and
they'll remind you that Amsterdam is
hosting the Gay Games 1998, coming up
the first week in August. Ask any Gay
fiend who's been to Amsterdam and
they'll regale you with tales of the en-
chanting Dutch city that combines small-
town friendliness, old world cham and
thoroughly modem urban culture.

Crisscrossed by peaceful canals, Am-
sterdam is a traveler's dream. It's easy fo
get around the city, there are plenty of
places to relax between museum visits
and shopping trips. The tourist circuit is
well organized and easy to navigate. And,
according to reports, as many as one-third
of Amsterdam’s residents are Gay or Les-
bian.

Homosexuality was given legal recogni-
tion in 1811 at the height of the Napolionic
Wars shortly after Holland had been an-
nexed by France. When the Netherlands
regained ‘its independence, nothing
changed. Following World War |, the
Dutch put up what was for a long time, the
only monument to the Gay and Lesbian
victims of Hitler's Holocaust. The triangle-
shaped memorial is right across the street
from the Anne Frank House.

Dutch toleration in many areas of life will
be strange—and welcome—to many
Americans who live in a much more re-
stricted society.

Soft drugs, including marijuana, hash
and psychedelic mushrooms, are legal. So
is commercial sex. If you can't find it in
Amsterdam, the chance are that human
beings can't do it. Amsterdam’s Red Light
District is govemment regulated and
taxed.

If you're planning to go to Amsterdam for
the Gay Games—or just planning a trip
there, there can be no better resource for
you than the new Damron Amsterdam
just issued and put out by the people who
have practically become synonymous with
Gay fravel in both this country and abroad.

You'll find it all in Damron Amsterdam,
from listings of hotels, B&Bs, bars, clubs,
bookstores, gyms, cafes, saunas, smoke
shops and more. Also, there are conven-
jent and easy to read maps letling you
know where everything is.

Damron Amsterdam is available at fine
Gay bookstores everywhere.

Singile?

We offer skiing in the Tetons,

DS
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biography that the once great opera singer
Adriana Grafanas had agreed to write,
American Mark Trigger is drawn into her
world--the hangers-on, the actor she pas-
sionately loves, the director courting her
for a movie, and the princess trying to
steal her lover. While trying to writer her
book, Mark instead discovers his own
passions—men and Adriana's music
Non-Fiction

My Gender Workbook by Kate Bomn-
stein, Routiedge Pb $16.95

In My Gender Workbook, Bornstein has
assembled a collage of simple exercises,
quizzes, puzzles, and essay questions that
systematically break down our ingrained
ideas about how women and men—and
whoever is in between--should act. Born-
stein's breezy, "hey, let's all discover who
we might really be" style works to make
this potentially threatening material acces-
sible and even intriguing to almost all
readers. Just glance down, check out who-
-or what—you thought you were, and get
ready to answer a few questions.

Fodor's Gay Guide to Amsterdam by
Andrew Collins, Fodor's Pb $12.00

Informative and candid, Fodor's Guide
to Amsterdam is the perfect one-stop in-
troduction to one of the world's most
fabulous Lesbigay travel _destinations.
Collins reviews Amsterdam's liveliest and
Gayest sights and establishments, includ-
ing a dozen day-trip excursions highlight-
ing the best of Belgium and the Nether-
lands. Includes many detailed maps.
Perfect for those planning on attending the
upcoming Gay Games.

Afterwords

Bestsellers

Books Mostly Enjoyed by Men
1. Bel Ami: Photos of Johan, Bruno
Gmunder HC $16.95
2. Damron Address '97, Damron Pb
$15.956
3. Kept Boy by Robert Rodi, Plume Pb
$12.95 .
4. The Men from the Boys by William J.
Mann, Penguin USA HC $22.95
5. Tales out of School by Benjamin Tay-
lor, Warner Books Pb $12.99
6. Dancer from the Dance by Andrew
Holleran, Plume/Penguin Pb $12.96
7. Sex Toys of the Gods by Christian
McLaughlin, Dutton HC $25.95
8. The Rise and Fall of Gay Culture by
Daniel Harris ,Hyperion HC $24.95 ]
9. Straight Boys by Steven Underhill,
Bruno Gmunder Pb $39.95

At
Borders
Book Shop
you'll find:
~~ One of the region's largest selec-

tions of gay & lesbian titles
~  Queer-friendly booksellers &
friendly queer bocksellers

~ In-store events: storytelling for
adults, live music, & readings

Come visit us!

BORDERS

BOOK SHOP & CAFE
3416 University Ave. Madison, WI| 53705

Join us?
s e v o
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Great Places In

WISCONSIN

Appleton
Rascals Bar & Grill

Eau Claire
Scooters
Trading Co.
Wolf's Den

Green Bay

-| Brandy's 11

The Napalese Lounge
Sass

Za's/Java's

Kenosha
Club 94

La Crosse
Cavalier Lounge
Players
Rainbow's End

Lake Mills
Cross Roads

Madison
Geraldine's
Kirby's Klub

MAD Bar
Manoeuvres

Room of One’s Own
Shamrock

We Are Family

Milwaukee
Afterwords Books
1100 Club

Boot Camp

Cest Le Vie
Clinton St. Antigues
Club 219

D’s Place
Designing Men
Dish

Emerald's Lounge
Glass Menagerie
Grubb’s Pub

In Between

Just Us

Kathy's Nut Hut

La Cage

La Perla

Mama Roux
Milwaukee Eagle
Rene's Cozy Comer
S Water Street Docks
Station 2

The Ball Game
The M & M Club
This Is It

Triangle

Walkers Point Café
Woody's

Neenah
Diversions

Racine
JoDees
What About Me?

Sheboygan
The Blue Lite

Stevens Point
The Platwood Club

Superior
IT'

Main Club
Trio

Wausau
Oz

MW, Food

W,m
M,w DI
MW

Mw
MW, DJ
WM

MW, DJ
MW, DJ

Mw
S/G MW
Retail

G/S MW

WM, DI

MW, DJ, Shows
M, L/L

MW, DJ, Shows
Books/Expresso
MW
Retail/Expresso

Retail/ Expresso
M, L/L, Food
M, L/L

M Shows
Retail

Mw DJ, Shows
Wm, DJ

Retail

W, DJ

MW

Food

MW, Food
Mw, Sports Bar
WM, DJ

Wm

Mw DJ, Shows
Mexican Food
Mw, Food

M, L/L

MW

M, L/L

Wm

M, Sports Bar
MW, Food
Mw

M

Food

M

MW, DJ

MW, DJ

G/S, MW DJ

MW DJ
MW
Wm

MW, DJ

702 E. Wisconsin

411 Galloway
304 Eau Claire St.
302 E. Madison

1126 Main Street
515 S. Broadway
840 S. Broadway
1106 Main St,

9001 120th Ave

114 N 5th St.
218 Main Street
417 Jay St.

W6642 Hwy B

3054 E. Washington
121 W Main St

150 S. Blair
150 S. Blair
307 W. Johnson
117 W. Main St
524 E. Wilson

2710 N. Murray
1100 S. Ist St.

209 E. National

231 8. Second Street
1110 S. 1" Street
219 8. 2nd St.

4025 N Port Washington

1200 8. 1*

235 S. Second
801 E. Hadley
124 N. Water

807 S. 2™ St.

625 S. 2nd St.
807 S. 5th St.
1500 W. Scott
801 S 2nd St.

735 S. 5™ Street
1875 N. Humboldt
300 W. Juneau
3500 W. Park Hill
354 E. National
1534 W. Grant
196 §. 2™

124 N. Water

418 E. Wells

135 E. National
1106 S, First Street
1579 § 2nd St.

1413 Green Valley

2139 Racine St.
600 6th St.

1029 N. 8th St.

701 Highway 10W

1506 N 3rd St.
1217 Tower Ave
820 Tower Ave

320 Washington

54991

54703
54701
54703

54304
54303
54304
54301

53140

54601
54601
54601

53551

53704
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703
53703

53211
53204
53204
53204
53204
53204
53212
53204
53204
53212
53202
53204
53204
53204
53204
52304
53204
53202
53203
53208
53204
53204
53204
53202

53202
53204
53204
53204

54911

53403
53403

53081

54481

55880
54880
54880

54401

954-9262

835-9959
838-9494
832-9237

437-3917
432-9646
437-7277
435-5476

857-9958

782-9061
782-9279

648-8457

241-9335
251-1030
258-9918
258-9918
257-7888
255-5029
258-9006

963-9089
647-9950
643-6900
276-8890
647-1773
271-3732
962-9487
389-1200
273-Dish
265-7325
347-1962
384-8330
273-2693
383-2233
647-2673
383-8330
645-9888
347-0344
273-6900
933-7363
225-9676
383-5755
273-7474
347-1962

278-9192
383-9412
384-7999
672-0806

725-3374

634-9804
632-0171

457-1636

341-8862

394-2580
392-1756
392-5373

842-3225

Read The Light
Get the Latest News On the Web

www. wilight.com

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

Geoffrey Karen Dior (formally Geoff Gann, Karen Dior) will guest star on NEC’s hit Kirstie Alley
sitcom, "Veronica’s Closet. The episode, titled “Veronica's A Drag,” taped January 20", and is
scheduled to air on Thursday, February 26" (the last week of the important "sweeps period”) at
9:30 p.m. Dior (center) is shown above with Kathy Najimy-r-and Marta Kauffman-1.

Dear Ruthie

Well, it’s that time of year again - Valen-
tine's day. I've got myself a little Valentine
this year. Earl lives a few trailers down
and [I've caught him looking at my legs for
some time now. He asked me out the
other day and | accepted. He's a nice
enough man, | suppose. He has no hair to
worry about ... no neck to worry about. |
think his chest is bigger than mine and
rumor has it he has an extra toe.

| told Peari that | saw him at the pool last
summer and didn't notice anything odd
about his feet. Pearl pointed ouf, how-
ever, that, just because he has an extra
toe doesn't mean it s on his foot.

On our first date he took me to meet his
daughter at her work. | now have a whole
new respect for girls who wrestle in mud.

Anyway, we are having our own litle
Valentine's date at his trailer. | think he
plans on getting lucky. | figure, what the
hell - it s time fo shave my legs anyway.
He wants to get married - | hope he finds
someone nice. Have a great Valentine's
Day!!ll Let me know f:ow yours was!!!

Dear Ruthie,

As you can see, | need to pluck my
brows. They are too thick and WILD-
GIRL-WILD!

I'm only 19 and live at home. My
friends think | should fix them. My par-
ents don't know I'm queer. If | do this,
they will freak and know something is
wrong. What do you think | should do?
(signed)

A Friend (picture included)
Dear Friend,

Well, thank you for the nice picture,
honey. I'm gonna put your little face up on
the ceiling - next to the Fabio poster - and
look up at you each night before | go to
bed. Do you like older women? Well, let's
forget the older part and talk about any
fantasy you have involving a red-headed
goddess with a knack for advice and a
fridge full of caviar, mustard, and spam. |
am the Condiment Queen!

This reminds me of the time | was in
New York City and Martha Raye and |
snuck into Studio 54. Martha was banned
from the club for plucking out Liza's eye-
brows while Liza was unconscious in the
ladies’ toilet.

1, on the other hand, was asked not to
return after the night | gave Halston the
finger and mooned the black guy from
“Welcome Back Kotter.” Years later Mar-
tha married a hair dresser and left him all
of her money. The only thing she left me
was a box of Polident and a zip-loc full
eyebrows.

Now where was |? Oh -your face. Well,
it's not like you have a Michael Landon
thing going or anything. I'd just leave your
face as is right now if you think it will
cause that much trouble in your family.
This is, however, ‘really your call. You
know your family better than | do. Would
this push you out of the closet a little?
You would know best. [f you think it may
rock the boat too much, why don't you wait
until you're out on your own. Again, | think
you're pretty dam cute so | wouldn’t
change a thing!

Dear Ruthie,

| invited a good friend of mine to a
quaint little dinner party for eight peo-
ple. My friend called me a few days be-
fore the dinner and asked if | could
serve a dinner that was low in fat so he
could stay on a diet he was on. | did
so, but not without a lot of changes to
my original menu, a lot of extra work,

Ruthie

and some additional anxiety.

Am | wrong for being ypset with my
friend for asking me to do this? Should
| say something to him?

(signed)
Chef Calorie
Dear Chef

If | were you, | would have told this guy
to sit home and ram carrot sticks and Sty-
rofoam rice cakes up his back-side. Hey -
Susan Powter - take a pilll Lay off the
peanut butter covered potato chips and go
for a walk!. Eat some apples for God's
sake. Why is this guy so worried? What
do you usually serve at your parties, any-
way? Pixi sticks, chocolate malts, and
cheese curds? Your friend should know
that this ain't no Denny's. He gets what
you cook and if he's that worried about his
diet then he should have declined.

Invite me instead. [I'll bring caviar, mus-
tard, and spam. | am the Condiment
Queen! - Damnit - the Condiment Queen!

Yes, your friend was way off base. No,
you shouldn't say anything now. It's over.
Let it rest. If your buddy pulls this again,
let him know what your menu consists of.
Ask if he would like to bring anything to
complement your meal, and if so, he is
free to make it low-cal.

That reminds me ...

| caught my third husband, Vinnie, with a
Geisha Girl named Lo-Kal. He was
sprawled out on our living room floor and
she was walking on his back. | paid her to
do it again, only | wanted her to wear his
golf shoes. A year later | married the doc-
tor who gave Vinnie the tetanus shot.

Ruthie is so glad to receive your letters
and questions. Please send them to her
care of The Wisconsin Light - 1843 N.
Palmer St - Milwaukee WI — 53212 or
email: wnovo@ mixcom.com

WTTH St. Matthew'’s Catholic
& € Yy, Churchat 1138 S.

& & 25th Street in
CELEBRATES Milwauke is a

O {é community which not
' I’ERS

only welcomes diversity
but celebrates it! Please
414/645-8786

join us for worship on
Sundays ar 10:30am.




Browse:
Record!
' Respond

ez

pre-screen callers and takes no responsibility for g

Just $2.49 per minute for certain optional features. 18+, Movo Media, Inc. does not

voicemale.com

gs. 800-825-1598

GROUP ACTION, BACKROOMS
ONE-ON-ONE, 'LOCAL, DATING

MASTURBATION
011-56900-

2503

GAY MASSAGE
IMMEDIATELY

011-683-8118

Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone

lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-8-404-6433
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PERSONALS

ROB LOWE LOOKALIKE
Handsome, smooth, 21 year old,
White male, 511, 1 , with dark
hair and Blue eyes, is a virgin looking
fo change inio ing more. If
you're around my oge and can help
me gain some experience, give me a
call. (Aurora) =11855 4

A UTTLE BATTY This dominant, Gay,
White male, m';f 34, 6, 175lbs,
submissive, White male, bottoms, 21 to
30, under 5710, who get into role
playing. 'm Baiman. $:u’re Robin. |

Wi
and torture, the Nos
atfached. Discrefion o must. [Cicero
=10435 i

SEX AND SOCIALIZING Good
iooklngbuﬂali:, masculine, White
m& 3 imhs,::;gdioe build,
screet sex company.
{Hie susic, oo cacing ond ko
more, (De Kolb) =1 ;QT 9
SCULPT A FUTURE This big
quy is looking for friendship
ond love with o tall, dark haired, hairy,
gentleman, 21 fo 39, with @
musiache ond goatee, I'm a falented
cat.;i:‘ Y Fmr::unllg“b:s;'espadﬁ;i
ing. You s
undubler;gsuy “I love you", No drugs
or alcohol, please. (Evanston)
27291

GOOD AT WHAT | DO Clean

shaven, well buill, Gay, White mole,
32, wants ko meet some new o
have fun with. (McHenry} '%I 8

THE LITTLE WOMAN |'m an
aliractive, African American,
Transsexual, 57, ond I've been
dressing like o woman all my life. I'm
1o meet o genile, Black male,
who's a real man, to share my life
with, I'm financially secure and sioble.
I just need some romance to make my
Ii mphm:';ﬁyouneed bt b e
companionship foo, we might
for each other. (Rockford) “=11405

THE HANDY MAN Friendly,
ble, educated, healhy, Bi,
ite male, senior, working in
advertising and public relations, seeks
a casval and safe JO buddy, for hot

Scul

| Hlinois___ |

HOT AND mﬂ I.lovakl::lu,
swaaly sex, Wil r :
el il s, under 35, with tll >
lean bodies, I'm an aftroctive, well
endowed, 35 year old, White male,
511, 165lks, with Brown hair, Hazel
eyes, a killer smile, and a lean, smooth
buitd. Pm not cohdncaamfd about race as
os you're to go.
{:‘M'[Ewrmis] =12470

ALL SHAPES AND SIZES This big,
Black male, &2, 370lbs, seeks to mest
smaller guys, in the area.

[Minneapolis) =12701

TOP OF THE LIST | have o variety of
interests but my main one is meeting
nice guy fo hove o relationship with. I'm
2 nics boking, White mele, 57, wih
hair and Blue eyes, info galf,

's also involved with women.
(Minneopolis) =12337

PEOPLE PERSON | like to do just
about everything with all sorts
I'ma some,
s sef, Whime, wiﬂ;:akmusludumd
goatee. | . Let's
have some fun. [Minneapolis) 5
=12149

SHOW ME SOME SKIN This
atfractive, hoiry bodied, White male,
% 1731& \;U%Hﬂmvrshdr, Blue eyes,
a ild, seel tguy,
for mutual, uninhibited, n?;'luy rm:gﬂu"Ir
confact, (Minneapolis] =29332

fun. Age ond race are not important,
IRodémdAgel =11411

INTRICATE LADY This beautiful,
intricate lady, a Transvestite on the
way to becoming o Transsexuol, wants
o meet o dominani, but passionate,

moale, for a one on one
relationship, I'm Black, 5'6, 145lbs,
with long, %lodt hair. | can't wait lo
meet you. (Rockford) =7317

MELT IN MY HANDS Very fit, Bi
curious, ied, White male, 38,
510, 170lbs, seeks discreet, safe
encounters with other healthy guys in
the area. I'm interested in m
massage, light oral sex, and clean fun
like that. (Rockford) 27527

LAID BACK LAD Fun loving, dlean
cut, Irish and ltalian, White male, 6f,
185lbs, with Brown hair and eyes,
seeks other White males, 22 to 30,
who are good looking, masculine,
down to earth, and humorous, | enjoy
movies, concerts, music, fravel, dining
out, and much more. | want fo mal
new friends and hope fo find o
relationship with the right quy.
[Westem ths) = 2?16

[ lowa

GOT WHAT IT TAKES Atfractive,
smooth bodied, White male, 19, 510,
160lbs, with Brown hair, Brown eyes,
and a sexy, swimmer's build, seeks
other men fo hang out with. I'm well
endowed and to go. [Des
Moines) =1264

__Minnesota

SUBMISSIVE SORT I'ma
handsome, 48 year old, White male,
&, 220|bs.mdiwurﬂobeymrsex
slave, I'll do whatever you'd like.
(Burnsville) 312339)&“

PASSION PLAY This sexy, twin cifies
boy, 59, 165ibs, with Brown hair

Blue eyes, a hairy, lean build, and o
very fat I, wanis fo

b L gt o g o
into anything rough. | like

passionate sessions, with lofs of kissing
cu'::l:’l confact. (Minneapolis)

NEW FEVER Nice looking, }ﬂllm.
White male, 34, 5'8, 133&, seeks hot
hprmanfor fun fimes. I've been

thinking about trying some 2 on 1
action, or light B&D (Rochester]
=11628

muscled, well endowed, White male,
510, iéﬂibs,r:‘:ilﬁadwildrandqet
ismﬂyirm hanky uH'ooug |
g gk iy s
find out. (Minneapolis) =12060

NOT QUITE BUSY ENOUGH Very
well built, White male, 25, into exercise
and working out, seeks fo date
someone, 25 fo 35, who also fokes care
of his body. | work full fime and am a
part fime student, (Minneapolis)
=11755

WNDEE:'N YEAA:‘SI live in the
coun o Minneapolis
e
; jend fo play wi
I'm there. I'm @ handsome, 49 year old,
White male with a special taste for
Asion men, but roce isn't o problem os
long as you're slim, smooth, and fender
in years. (Minneapolis) =6478
STIMULATION SOURCE This very
aftroctive, well built, White male, in my
40's, 61, 1951bs, loves to give
o ity
; occasion. | l
and White men, ZIO o :0, whoiaru in
. [Min is
A

BUTT PLAY BUDDY Good looking,
mgﬂ:culim, White nh'a:\l_e, w 185lbs,
wiina H
a;dﬁ” %mlgf%mda :
iy selection g
ey bl bl
enthusiasts who'd like fo hook up and
get down and diry. (S, Paul)
=12876

EVERY ORIFICE This good looking,
43 year old, Gay, While male, info oral
action and butt play, seeks other hot
up,ofan;‘vuogemdrma.wi-nwmtc
Euvem n. (White Bear) =5782

~ Wisconsin

TONIGHT OR FOREVER I'ma
handsome, 27 year old, Gay, While
male, 5'6, with Brown hair and Blue
eyes, inferested in o relafionship, or jus!
@ couple nights of fun, [Ashland)
=71

SOCIAL SCENE |'m searching for

friendship and fun fimes wil‘hﬁu‘ men

in the area. I'm a Gay, While male, in

ﬁl 50's, 5'8, 165lbs, who enjoys

S Sy
more, (Colu

=12674

Talking Personals! Hundreds of guys to choose from! Call Now!

GOT TO GET YOU INTO MY
LIFE Good looking, slim, 27 year
old, Gay, White male, with dark
hair, seeks o very masculine, well
built, Gay, White male, 30 1o 40,
who's inferesled in a special
relationship. (Eou Claire}
=12236

WINTER SPORTSMAN Very well
built, good locking, masculine,
White male, 28, 58, 170Ibs, with
Brown hair and eyes, seeks buddies
for good times. | like working out,
the outdoors, 4-wheeling, jetskiing,
snowmobiling, hiking, l;ndJ many
sports. (Ironwood) =9488

HEAVY METAL MEN Bi, White
male, 40, and a Bi, White male,
22, seek other Bi and Gay males,
under 26, for fun times. We like
heavy metal music and concerts
not bars. We're social drinkers but
we prefer to do it ot my home.
(Kenosha) =1 19%

MUSCLED IN MADISON
Muscular, very solid,
rofessional, White male, 30, 5°10,
rBOIbs, seeks similar friends, 21 to
35, who are also muscular and
big. | Frirreﬁer Iguys around 200lbs
who lift weights and wark out.
Hairy bodies are a plus. You should
like fo go out and have fun without
smoking, drinking, drugs, and

ﬂeieglbng Bumund, {Madisan)

WAITING ON MY KNEES This
masculine, but very submissive,
White male, in my mid forties,
seeks o dominant master info foot
worship, humiliation, verbal abuse,
and being arally serviced. I'm very
obedient but need o master lo train
me. Chubby guys are a big plus.
[Milwaukee) =13175

SMALL BUT EFFECTIVE
Submissive, petite, 30 yeor old,
Single, White male, 5f, 105lbs,
likes dining out, music, and trying
new things. | hope fo meet o
dominant guy with a taste for
adventure. (Milwaukee) =13043

PAPA INTO SIZE This macho,
papa beor, seeks Married, Bi, or
Gay guys, 20 o 50, who are
versalile and experienced. Your
inches are more important than

our pounds or years. Get with me.
Milwaukee) =12906

| DO ALL THE WORK This
talented, White male, 55, 510,
165lbs, wants to orally pieuse you,
with no reciprocation. | prefer gu
who don't sleep around very much.
Call and let me know how you like
it. (Milwaukee) =12740

SOMETHING’S GROWING This
Gay couple wants to meet, and get
together, with other couples an
singles for friendship, fun, and
more. We like %ardening, walks,
caoking, football gomes, and quiet
times in front of the fire. I'm 6'2,
170lbs, and o former marathon
runner. He's 5°10, 145lbs, with o
hairy chest. Let's talk. (Milwaukee)
=12243

START OF SOMETHING GOOD
I'm a good locking, 18 year old,
White male, 6’4, with Brown hair
and eyes. I'd like a relationship
with someone, 21 to 27, who will
love me. I'm a unique, caring,
humorous guy, with lots of

qualities. | have good self esteem
and feel that I'm a pretty nice catch,

| Il agree. (Milwaukee)
vm .'.u

CHECKERED FLAG I'm o 27 year
old, Bi, White male, into sports,
watching Nascor races, working
out, and running. I'd like to meet
some friends, fg to 30, with similar
interests. (Wousau) =7264

MARRIED MASSEUR I'm o Bi,
Married, White male, in ceniral
Wisconsin, into the beach, videes,
massage, and the outdoors. I'm
seeking similar guys who wanl 1o
hang out and have good times.
=12899

NATURAL WONDER Nice
1oo|"mg, sioble, Gay, White male,
5'7, with Brown hair, Green eyes,
and a trimmed beord and
mustache, seeks a romantic guy, 21
1o 50, who knows what he wonts
out of life. | enjoy fishing, camping,
nature walks, slar gazing, movies,
travel, quiet evenings in tront of the
ire, and more, =12562

HAIRY, BLOND SOUP Sex
hairy, Blond bottom, 38, 1901bs. in
southweslern Wisconsin, seeks
other hot guys for fun times.
=6299

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366.
THE MANFINDER SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

1.900.370.1626




Tune Reviews

The Spice Girls Are On the
Shallow End of the Pool

Spice Girls
Spice World
Virgin

Just when you thought it was safe to tum
back on your radio comes the retumn of the
five dwarfs, er Spice Girls. Like a bad case
of poison ivy, these uninspired Bana-
narama wannabes just won't go away.
You scratch and scratch — and they do in-
spire you to scratch in places you
shouldn't scratch in public — but they just
won't disappear.

Barely nine months after the release of
their first, insipid and tiresome debut re-

cording — which went on to sell 19 million .

copies — comes their sophomoric follow-
, which is onl preview to the Spice

You can hear us
in SE Wisconsin!
Tune In Weekdays
from 7-9am

LEsBiGay
A D

Need Info?
1-888-WE-ARE-GAY

Sponsored by: L,
cmeano lite

By Jeffery L. Newman

Girls movie due out soon. How about the
Spice Girls diaper rash cream?

In all faimess, the album isn't terrible. In
fact, some of it is actually quite catchy, in a
mindless, bubble-gum, Hanson-esque sort
of way. (The only difference, of courss, is
that we expect that type of music from pre-
pubescent boys.) And if you are willing to
abandon all the rhyme and reason that
you might otherwise apply when choosing
your music and are able to accept that
there is no depth or range of emotion — it's
basically the shallow end of the pool, baby
— than you could, and probably will, find
yourself tossing this one into the CD
player (when no one else with any sort of
discriminating taste is around).

"Spice World" (god, is there an amuse-
ment park not to far off in the future) is
better than its predecessor, and allows
each Spice to have a moment of glory.
There are some tasty nuggets, like "Spice
Up Your Life," with its Latin-tinged rhythms
and mono-syllabic words, and "Stop," a
‘70s-esqu, neo-disco confection. (Yes,
confection.) Of course, some of it is lamer
than lame. "Move Over,"” from their Pepsi
commercial makes you run for the Coca-
Cola, and "The Lady Is A Vamp,” is an
embarrassing foray into a Las Vegas
showgirl revue.

Still, | say, give up the Spice and pass
the Pepto Bismo.

Benefits
Continued From Page 1

“This bill is purely an attempt by a small
clique of legislators to control local gov-
emments outside their own districts,” said
Walt Jackson, President of Action Wis-
consin, a sate wide organization that
works on behalf o Gay and Lesbian civil
rights., “It 1s wndemocratic and insulting
to local taxpayers.”

State Representative Tammy Baldwin
(D-Madison) the only openly Les/Bi/Gay
member of the State Legislature told The
Wisconsin Light "It is vitally important
that people concerned about access to
health care speak out against this bill
Domestic partnership health care coverage
1s an important tool to assure that all Wis-
consin families can access comprehensive
health care services."

Observers say that while AB-759 does
not forbid lucar units of govemment from
providing domestic partnership health in-
surance benefits, its passage would make
it difficult for them to do so.

There are two reasons for this. A large
part of local budgets comes from state
revenue sharing. This is c:f)ccially true of
School Districts which also have their
property tax levies (their other source of
revenue) regulated by state law.

Furthermore, many local governments
use¢ a State funded local govemment
heath msurance plan. Leaving that plan
and getting coverage on their own would
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" be costly.

pﬁf-?ﬁ w&ul@ effectively forbid the
from o domestic madll)?
coverage making if financially impossible
for many local governments to provide

Sources at the State Capitol say that the
Nass proposal is unlikely to pass in this
legislative session which is scheduled to
end in a few weeks. They say that even if
AB-759 did (Fe_:t thr the State Assem-
bly, it would i all hikelihood be bottled
up in committee by the Democrats who
comxnulthr.he StaLeIS';enate. :

. e Republicans are doing is givin,
Gays and Lesbians another reams%n tgl he};%
the Democrats take control of the State
Assembly in next November's elections,”
said one State Senate Staffer.

Others, however, say that a high tumout
of opponents at the hearing on February
19“‘_ is important. They point out that
durng the debate on AB-104, Lomaine
Serattr's (R-Spread Eagle) bill to prohibit
state recognition of Same Sex Marriages,
the massive outpouring of opposition at
the bill's hearing helped convince some
legislators not to for AB-104's pas-

sage. X

'fh_e State Assembly did pass AB-104,
but it has languished in the State Senate
which unlike the Assembly is controlled
by Democrats. In the State Senate, AB-
104 hasn't even gotten a Committee
hearing let alone a vote.

ike the fight over AB-104, Gays and

Lesbians may find that they are not alone
in their sition to AB-759.

. The bill would affect contract negotia-
tions with a variety of public employee
unions, many of which, especially the
powerful state teachers union, the WEA,
may decide to se its passage. Fur-
thermore, AB759 would require an un-
funded state mandate and put more con-
trols on the use of state funds, two things
are very unpopular with lobbyists for
those interests.

Nevertheless, no one wants to take any
chances. As Representative Baldwin put
it, "We need to tum out in force on the
19* and let our voices be heard."

In addition to Nass who was first elected
to the State Assembly in 1990, sponsors
include State Representatives F. Lasee,
Gr Ladwig, Owens, Schafer,
Ainsworth, Hahn, Urban, Albers and
Kreibich; and is cosponsored by Senators
Fil?femld and Zien. All are Republicans.

Editor's Note Rep. Nass was unavail-
able for comment on this story.

Night Light
Continued From Page 14

for the grand prize of a trip to two to a fab
Gay resort. | know everyone can win here
because | know | did.

A stop at Dish was also a great time.
The place was packed, (as usual), the
music was hot and there were lots of
friendly people on hand. What more could
you ask for?

Nobody was asking for more when | was
at This Is It either. As always the juke box
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was going, the service was great and the
people were friendly. As usual, Joe is’
planning a wonderful Valentine’s sha-

bang. I'll be sure to be there and you

should, too.

Speaking of great service, check out
Walker's Point Café. If you haven't been
there since the new ownership took over,
you are missing out. They've added some
great new dishes and sandwiches,
spruced the place up considerably and are
attracting larger than ever crowds of
people.

COMING UP...There are lots of events
on my calendar for the next fexv weeks.

On Thursday February 127, | will be at
In Between's Valentine's Day party. The
party includes a dating game (no | am not
the grand prize, | tumed down that offer).
Hey if you don't have a Valentine you
could probably find one here.

Friday February 13 | am going to put
aside my superstitions and head over to
La Cage where the music and the men
are always hot.

Along the way | will be stopping at
Mama Roux for one their great fish fry's.

Saturday February 14 will be a wild
time at Kirby's Klub in Madison and |
intend to be there. Kirby's is hosting a
Wisconsin Light Spotlight event, a gala
Valentine's Day show including your
favorite impersonators and dancers from

.the Portfolio collection of hot men.

Proceeds go the AIDS Network's
Emergency Services Fund to help its
clients meet emergency housing, medical
and transportation expenses. One of my
favorite people Tammy Baldwin will be
there to help.

While | am in Madison | will of course
have to say hi to the folks at Shamrock
which is so conveniently located just a few
doors away from Kirby's, and | will have
check out the Valentine's Day dance at
Manoeuvres.

Course there are other Valentine's Day
events going on to like the one in Green
Bay, Buddies is hosting a benefit for
Green Bay's new Gay men's chorus.

Il be back in Milwaukee on Sunday
February 15 to take in the annual Pageant
at the downtown Hilton. Hope that you will
be there too.

If | was it the Fox Valley though | would
be heading to Diversions for their big
"Love Me Tender” revue. Wonder if Elvis
is going to show up for that?

Hey, what do | hear about a big, new
leather shop opening up at Diversions?
See the full-page ad in this issue.

Then on Thursday, February 19 | will
head back up to Madison for the Kirby's
Klub first annual Closet Ball. This event
sounds like a real hoot. They will have a
great show and the performers will be
dressing up some hot leathermen giving
them a make over and transforming them
into drag queens. Can't wait o see who
wins the "Queen of the Ball" crown.

And | don't want to miss another great
event in Madison, Manoeuvres Mardi
Gras party on Tuesday, February, 24",
Ed and Charlie are cooking up some great
cajun food and they have some nice prizes
lined up as rewards for those who gamer
the most beads and doubloons.

Last but not least, | will be at Mama
Roux for its Mardi Gras anniversary party
on Saturday, February, 28. Your Mama
knows how to party and she is going to
prove it with a wild Mardi Gras bash.

But | will also be getting out my hunting
gear for the Bear Hunt at the Boot Camp
Ya know | never seem to win any prizes
(at least none of the official ones) at these
things, but then again there other reasons
to go.

That's it for now. Hope to see you out
and about soon. Meanwhile play safe and
be proud!
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The Diva Speaks — An interview with Disco Diva,
Joi Cardwell ( who appearced at The Wisconsin
Light Decade of Light gala on November 9) is one
of the segments on the Feburary/March episode of
“In The Life.” The episode also includes segments
on the Gay commmmity in Tijuana, Mexico, the
Audre Lord project, Gays, Leshians and the Internet,
GID, Gender Identity Disorder, and mixing Jewish
Culture with Gay identity. “In The Life” can be seen
in Milwaukee at 11 PM on February, 18 on WMVS
TV, channel 10 and on Wisconsin Public TV
Stations on Friday March 27 at 11:00 PM.

CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

Youth Outreach Specialist
The AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, Inc.,
(ARCW) is looking for a Youth Outreach Specialist
to implement from its Milwankee office an HIV pre-
vention program targeting young Gay, Bisexual and
other men who have sex with men ages 15-25. Posi-
tion duties include outreach and education, coordi-
nating social and community building events and
tmining peer educators. Good oral and written com-
munication skills are necessary and applicants must
feel comfortable discussing issues of sexuality and
sex. A bachelors degree and/or experience working
with the target population is preferred. Applicants
must display'a commitment to the health and well-
being of young Gay and Bisexnal men and be willing
o work flexible hours, including evenings and
weekends. Send resume and cover letter with salary
requirements by February 20 to: ARCW, Director of
Operations, P.O. Box 92487, Milwaukee, W1 53202.

Real Estate

Condo For Sale
Luxury condo 5 min. from Dane County Airport in
Madison. Heated underground garage. Euro-kitchen.
Lush carpet. Double black jacuzzi in very private 1
bedroom. §85k. No brokers please. Call Jane at (608)
246-4191. e

T ————————— e ———

Milwaukee—Four, one bedrm. Apts. Heat and elec-
tric incl. 735 N. 34® (near Marquette U.) Call (414)

3510117

Housing Share
] S — e~ T — T ST )
Roommate Wanted
Near Downtown Milwaukee, East Side Location, 2
blocks from Pick ‘n Save. Washer, dryer. $200 a
month plus half of utilities. Security deposit. Call

Walter at (414) 278-8310

Galano Club A social club serving the recovering
Gay and Lesbian community. Regularly scheduled
AA. NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step
meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave..
(414) 2766936 X

CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

Palmer, Milwaukee, WI53212.

RATES ARE $2 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like 2 BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Also

Army
Continued From Page 18

also in the military.”
Not that he stays in the closet while on

d’f;robably half my wnit knows I'm
Gay,” he says. “They don’t say anything.
I think if you eam the respect of e
who work for you, they don’t carepml
you do in your life].”

He says as the Army has become what
he calls a “techno-service,” soldiers are
more intelligent: “You have to deal with
them on their intellectual level. You have
to get their minds. They don’t have to
yours. There are still some out there who
are a little h obic. But, for the most

the Amny’s pretty good. I'd say

out of all the services it’s the best as
far as Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. The worst
are the Navy and Marine Corps.”
_ Ironically, the most homophobic serv-
ices may contain the most Gays and Les-
bjanci mn ;i;mr ranks. fi;;mNesﬁmgu& as
much as 35 percent of the Navy is Gay,
“higher in the Marines.”

While the younger soldiers are, for the
most part, not homophobic, “It’s the old-
timers who have not changed,” he says.
“They are the autocratic, dictatorial man-

a ”

g_t is they, he says, who conduct the
witch hunts, which are illegal under Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell

“You might have a commander or a first

sergeant who’s homophobic. They might

SLEEPING ROOMS

FOR RENT
231 South 2nd Street

(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpet » Very Clean
King Size Whirlpool

CALL (414) 291-9600

or (414) 271-1576

Body Improvement

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Cuostom vacuum pumps or surgical. Gain 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)
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The Hottest Action 24 hours! (473) 441-1146 or
(212) 7963382 or (704) 319-2071. More Free #s:
(213) 680-7595. Only 1dr apply: 18+ e

Horny Frathouse Talk!!—18+ only. 1-268-404-
5292. Only int’l. 1dr apply/ e
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5ee ing that they don’t i

%’MS@%M’S a little eﬁmw’.

I'll tell you are a lot of straight peo-
are (]

ple who ittle effeminate. Just as
ﬂ?m&;g_aflot of Gay people who show no
worksm both ways.” whatsoever. So it

That’s when the investigation begi

An off-duty officer o NCO ot goome-
body under surveillance. They’ll ask, ‘Is
he living on the base? Do girls come pick
him ,dmp!mnoﬂ? Does he go u&by
hnns‘elff a lot?” Then, a non-commissioned
?ﬂiqer will ask some Junior non-coms,

Isn’t he a little strange?’ That’s when the
harassment starts. It’s very subtle. Like
being shunned, being excluded. I've
never encountered physical or verbal har-
assment, though.”

However, if superiors regard a soldier as
an asset, someone who is an outstanding
performer, they will look the other way,
evlfnulzf the ious.

a an mstance where someone
wanted to be discharged and played his
Gay card, to no avail. Heusegﬁoral
Klinger, the M*A*S*H TV character, as a
role model.

“He did ev ing to
was one hell of a

2
i
EE
BE

one ever harassed him. I went over to
visit him once on the base and he was
pmngmgagumdthebamcksmredsﬂk
ﬁlﬂ&?- eryone laughed at him, but

y didn't kick him out. Hed:gul?fsmx
years and then left. But he loved every
minute of it. I saw him after he was dis-

charged and he said, ‘you know all the

time I was trying to get out, I had a good

ﬁfim?.”lcmsayitwasthebestthncofmy
e’

AIDS Origins
Continued From Page 6

e T e
more
;‘._:xual contacts, might have been bigger

CLoTs.

Those findings are also being reported
in the scientific journal Nature. In a sepa-
rate article in that issue, Dr. Simon Wain-
Hobsunﬂ;)afttg;l’astm Institute m_Pan,h;d
agreed worldwide epidemic
probably come from a single HIV ances-
tor. Wam-Hobson said findings of Zhu's
team "all make good sense."

easier access to O

AIDS Decline
Continued From Page 6

Experts attribute the improving figures

mbette_rumtmi:ms.notan.ad\ia[t[l*fcesm
enting people from catching »

pt?l"rlwcri;nuns of so-called three-drug
cocktails, two older AIDS plus one

of the newer class of medicmes called
protease inhibitors, have revolutionized
AIDS care. Typically people start on them
as soon as they leam they are infected,
even before they get sick. W
When all goes well, these medicmes
drive the amount of virus i the blood-

stream so low that it cannot be measured. perft

who were deathly ill when the

Man !
combination therapy came info wide-

use two years ago are now in out-
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wardly good health.
An AIDS Honeymoon?

Still, the drugs fail for some, and the
mostcmnmanreasunisthatpeoples‘s:ﬂ)

ing the medicines. Patients must

low 20 or so pi

low mutant
the body.

No one knows how long the benefits
will last. Many wonder if even those who
diligentl pills will eventually
succumb to a losing battle with a runaway

y take their

virus

there something bad on the horizon?"

The New York City data offer no hint of
a looming reversal of AIDS fortunes. In
1995, there were 19 AIDS deaths per day

in New York. Last year, that fell to seven.

Between 1995 and 1997, AIDS deaths in
the city have declined 71 percent among
men and 63 percent among women.
Among the women during this time, they
whites, 66 percent
among Hispanics and 59 percent among
blacks

The 'new treatments are also credited

ple well so
epmgnﬂlﬁ
report €
osed in
12 pér-

fell 73 percent am

with keeping HIV-infected
they do not develop full
Nationwide, the C :
number of new AIDS cases dia
the first six months of 1997 fe
cent.

AIDS Care Groups Struggle

to Meet Needs

With fewer dying, the number of
Americans living with AIDS is increasing,
up 13 percent to 259,000, This is present-
ing strain on the limited
of S Service Agencies

mg an in

budgets

a day on a precise time
schedule, and missing cven a few can al-
mnkillable strains to emerge m

““Are we in a honeymoon iod?"
asked the CDC's Dr. fmld J£ i

ASOQ). A?gé.} )and other AIDS Service
are now trymg to meet
demands for housing, rent assistance and
other needs of those living with AIDS.
This increased need for funds comes at
precisely the time when giving and other
sources of funding has decreased. This is
due, experts say, to the fact that man
le believe that the disease is licked.
ot so, the researchers told the Confer-
m“o’!?hmA[DSépidcnﬁ i
€ ¢ is not over,” said
Dr. Thomas Wein. “It is not over by far,

The ic must not become apathetic.
{U.D” agencies need more funding, not
ess.

While no one knows precisely how
many Americans are mfected with HIV,
the CDC estimates this to be between
400,000 and 650,000 people.

Gov. Thompson
Continued From Page 1

(CAIR) at the Medical College of Wis-
consin for its strong advocacy to help se-
cure federal dollars to research risk re-
duction strategies as well as being a col-
laborator with and supporter of ARCW;
and the Possum Queen Campaign, for its
seven year history of dollars and
awareness to fight the AIDS epidemic in
Milwaukee's gay and lesbian community.
The Red Rose Awards were added m
1994 to acknowledge those who have
reseunded significantly to AIDS issues.
This year’s award recipients have each
made remarkable contributions to ARCW
and the care we provide for people with
HIV and AIDS," said Lisa Wolter, deputy

director of community relations at
ARCW. "It is with great honor that
ARCW recognizes these le and

organizations for their significant part in
the fight af.qast AIDS and improved care
for Ieople iving with HIV disease.”
ward recipients are chosen based on
four criteria:
» leadership -- activities to educate the
public on disease, promote the deliv-
of quality services for le with
and to advocate for AIDS issues;
» longevity — length of time involved with
ARC%V, ¢ AIDS epidemic and demon-
strating a commitment to ARCW's mis-
sion;
« financial support -- value of financial
contributions and in-kind donations to
ARCW and other AIDS services m the
* community -- role in mobiliz-
ing community support for ARCW, deliv-
ery of AIDS services and vention
through volunteerism, financial commit-
ments and/or advocacy.
The rose is the symbol of the Make a
Promise event and the Rose Awards rep-
resent life as flourishing, thriving, endur-

ing and pure.

%‘he Nge A Promise dinner & auction
will be held on Saturday, March 21, at the
Pfister Hotel, 424 E. Wisconsin Ave.,
Milwaukee. This Bﬁ:s event theme,
"VOICES" will include an original, live
ormance accompanied by a musical
score and is dedicated to the strength and

wer of the many voices united in the
go%hé;%:mﬂ AIDS. A4

of ceremonies for the evenmg 1s
once agam Mike Gousha, anchor on TO-
DAY'S TMJ4. Co-chairs are Dr. Timothy
of Milwaukee and Paul Masterson

of Bayview. _

The Make a Promise dinner & auction
has a limited number of seats, so be sure
to reserve tickets soon. Ticket _Fncca
are $175, 511(}0 and $75 per person. Tables
of 10 may also be reserved. For more m-
formation or to reserve tickets, call 414-
225-1577. :

A highlight of the evening is the silent
auction. Auction items will include: a pair
of round-trip, economy tickets to Amster-
dam, site of the 1998 Gay Games, a pair
of first-class, round-trip tickets to Hawaul
and a pair of first-class, round-trip tickets
in the 48 contiguous states donated by
United Airlines; a framed Robert Pence

int valued at $400 domated by Jeff

inton in memory of Dr. Robert Haney; a
diamond_cockmg ring valued at $1,400
donated by Paul's Jewelers; two $50 gift
certificates - for dinner donated by Pal-
lermo Villa; a $160 gift certificate to be
used at Willow Run Golf Club; and a
Mach 7 Security system valued at §1,800.

Prmncipal sponsors for this year's Make a
Promise dinner & auction are United Air-
lines, Miller Brewing 'Company and
Schwarz Pharmacy, Inc.

Other rs mclude: Northwestern
Mutual Life; Potawatomi Bingo Casino;
Andersen Consulting LLP; Ameritech;
Serono Laboratories, Inc.; T. Michael
Bolger, Medical College of Wisconsin;
Executive | Director, Inc; are
Technologies, Inc.; Family Health Plan;
Columbia St. Mary's; Pfister Hotel;
Rockwell Automation; Allen Bradley;
Cousins Subs, Inc.; and CCU, Inc.
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