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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

V¥V _The Wisconsin Light
Party of the Decade To Celebrate

10 Great Years of 7/re Wisconsin Light

National Entertainers, Celebrities To Join In the Fun Sunday, November 9th

Kevin Rotar, Popular

Milwaukee Bartender,

Presumed Drowned

Milwaukee— Kevin Rotar, one of Gay
Milwaukee’s most popular bartenders, 1s
missing and presumed drowned afier a
boating accident which occurred on Sat-
urday August 9, 1997.

The incident which occurred at around |
4:00 in the aftemoon took place about 50 |

yards from the Lake Michigan shoreline
off of St. Francis, a Milwaukee suburb.
Kevin had joined a group of friends for
a fim aftemnoon of boating on the lake.
According to Mathew Brooks, a spokes-
person for the Milwaukee Coast Guard,
Rotar and a group

owned by Club 219 Manager Chuck Ci-
carello. Rotar worked at the Club.

An eyewitness on the boat who asked
not to be named i this story told The
Wisconsin Light that the boat was head-
ing south in choppy waters while the

le on board debated whether to cruise

e Milwauke River or what is commonly
called “Bare Ass Beach” when a basel
hat blew 1nto the water.

According to Brooks the hat was owned
by Cicrello.

The eyewitness said “Everyone on the
boat told Kevin to forget about the hat, but
he kept insisting on retrieving it.” Before
anyone could stop him Rotar “executed a
perfect dive into the Lake.”

Rotar who was a good swimmer man-
aged to fight strong currents and retrieve
the hat. The witness said “Even as he
swam, you could see the current was
strong and the hat was drifting away, but
he got it and tumed to come back.”

VShjle swimming back to the boat, Rotar
started bobbing up and down in the water
and began calling out for help. The hormi-

of friends were aboard |
a 30 foot cabin cruiser the “Just Right"” |

B d i

Daing Time —The jail was a

popular attraction at BreastFest, a fund raiser to help fight Breast Cancer. The

day long block party was held outside of Fannies in Milwaukee, on Sunday, August 10. The event sponsored
by Fannies drew hundreds of women and men and raised over §6,000 for the cause. Over 180,000 American
women and men will die from Breast Cancer this year. Leshians are at higher risk for this killer which has

no known cause, prevention or cure.

vl Personal Pride Can Save Lives Says Medical

College of Wisconsin Study

Milwaukee—A new research study
shows that pride and a positive
outlook toward the future ga\;r an impor-
tant role in preventin, nfections
among Gay and Bisexual men.

The study, conducted by researchers
from the Center for AIDS Intervention
Research (CAIR) at the Medical College
of Wisconsin, shows that Gay and Bisex-
ual men who engaged in unprotected anal
intercourse outside of a monogamous re-
lationship were more dissatisfied with life,
expected a shorter life for themselves, and
had a more fatalistic outlook than men
who practiced only safer sex. By contrast,

fied group on board began throwing life : :
: men who avoided risk behavior had a
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MIST - The Midwest Invitation Softball Toumament comes to Milwaukee for the first time on August 30
and 31", The two day event will include 28 teams from around the country. It will be played at Wick Field

“The areas we surveyed involve ele-
ments of pride and self-esteem,” said Seth
C. Kali Ph.D., the study's lead
author. “Our results strongly suggest that
HIV prevention programs that en €

pride and affirm self worth wall
more successful.”

_The research results also raise the possi-
bility that some Gay men may put them-

Please See Pride Page 31

Victory Fund Backs
Tammy Baldwin for

Congress

‘Washington, DC—The Gay and Les-
bian Victory Fund has endorsed Wiscon-
sin State resentative Tammy Baldwin
(D-Madison) for the Second District seat
currently held by retiring four-term GOP
Con Scott Klug.

“We’re extremely proud to i
candidate of Tammy Baldwin’s caliber,”
said Victory Fund Executive Director
Brian Bond. “With the election more than
a year a;:ir. Tammy has already built a
phenom grassroots campaign and a
warchest of over $100,000.

Baldwin has high name recognition and
a loné history of commumity service in
both the City of Madison and m the sur-
romding Dane County, which together
account for 70% of the vote in this Con-

essional District. Baldwin was one of

Victory Fund’s earliest winners,
making history in 1992 as the first openly
Gay person ever elected to the Wisconsin
State Assembly, !

The Victory Fund is the only national
organization whose mission is to help
a:ahﬁed openly Gay and Lesbian candi-

tes overcome the obstacles that have
historically denied them fair and equal
political opportunities.

Contributions to Tammy Baldwin’s
campaign should be made out to “Baldwin
for Congress Committee, and mailed to
the Victory Fund at 1012 14® St. NW,
Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005.

| of Light”
| Anniversary

By Terry Boughner
Edhﬁgrwa“he_‘Af l.llz‘ew Publisher and
g resPecnve Y, 0 isconsin Light,
Jerry and I are pleased and very proud to
announce a major ¢vent titled “A Decade
to celebrate the 10

1 ry of the paper. “A Decade of
Light” will be held at the downtown
Milwaukee Hilton Hotel on Sunday,
November 9, 1997.

And I do mean major event. | mean a
star-spangled (in every sense of that word)
cvent, a_glittering . In fact, 1 have
been told that it be the largest LBGT
event of its kand ever held m Wisconsin.

I can believe that because | know the
names of some of the people who are
coming, either to entertain (a star-studded
cast, as they say), or to attend the
celebration as guests. Guests will be
coming from across the country and
Wisconsin, including political leaders and

members of the press.

I don’t want to reveal the names now.
Let that be for future issues of the paper.
But | can tell you this. “A Decade of
Lw.liﬁhl" is going to be an event that you

not want to miss.

Now before I go any further, let me say
that 1 haven’t wom a tie for over 30 years.
I didn’t even wear one to teach. This
event i1s going to be a black-tie optional
affair.

(I haven’t had a tux on smnce | got
dragooned by my mother mto going to my
high school prom. I went with Shirley
Wimnnet. We had a “wonderful” time. |
wanted to dance with Sieve Hays, but
that’s another story.)

Things have changed. This is not the
prom and | will make an exception. The
reason is that this celebration is a benefit
for the Cream City Foundation (CCF)
endowment fund. Proceeds will go to
CCF. In all seriousness, such is m
respect for the Foundation and the wor
that it does, that I will stufl’ myself into a
boiled shit and undergo near
strangulation for them.

There will be a VIP dinner in the hotel’s
Empire Room for 200 followed by a
dance and entertamment i the Grand
Ballroom upstairs. As you may know, the
Ballroom has been beautifully restored; a
room of candlelight and gold, a truly
ma, cent settmg,

ere will also be a room where every
issue of Wisconsin Light from the past
10 years will be on display. There will
also be framed photo displays and other
artifacts and memorabilia from the
paper’s history.

To help commemorate the anniversary,
a Iimited number of complete sets of the
paper will be on sale. The price and
availability of this slice of Wisconsin
LBGT history will be annoumced soon.

_That’s about it. That’s what I can say
right now, except to add that more—and
more—information will be published m
the paper as the ime goes on.

_ I'do not say this lightly, not at all. This
is going to be the party of the decade.
From the information to which I am privy,
this is going to be, as I've said, one very
grand and glorious affair. It is something
that you are not going to want to miss, not
at all.

For More Details on
The Wisconsin Light

Party of the Decade
See Pages 16 & 17
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News From |

The Nation

Man Demands Jury Trial on Indecency Charge

Denver-AP- A Gay man charged with indecency is demanding a jury trial, claiming
he is innocent and was charged because police were targeting homosexuals.

Janl:’?ﬂlc?,am, 30, of Denver, was one of 11 men arrested July 13 in the city's Chees-
man

Baca claimed that he was walking through the park when he became stomach sick,
and stood next to a tree after being overcome by pain. |

"I had my hand between my legs to hold me up and the other holding my guts," he
said. " All they (police) said was that I had my hand in front of me. They said, “You
were masturbating.™

Baca says the inrge isn't true and that he was targeted because he is Gay.

His atu;_;:raey, Julie Tolleson of the Colorado Legal Initiatives Project, says police
wenlt (oo far.

""We do not defend anyone's right to engage in public sex,” she said. " But that still
didn't give police the right to cast a net overtge entire park. We are going to trial."

No Shortcuts to Beating AIDS

Great Falls-AP- Drug combinations known as " cocktails” may extend the lives of
people infected with the AIDS virus, but a vaccine is the mﬂ% way to slow the global
spread of the disease, AIDS researcher David Baltimore said ‘i

** A good vaccine could eradicate HIV from the face of the Earth," the Nobel laureate
said m an address at the MSU-College of Technology.

More than 100 people attended a two-day seminar sponsored by the McLaughlin Re-
search Institute, and an additional 50 to 80 attended Baltimore's talk.

A Great Falls man who has tested positive fort he virus for 11 years said he wanted to
find out about new treatments. _

"' totally believe HIV is already curable," he said.

Baltimore said protease mhibitors have changed the landscape of AIDS research and,
"It may no longer be a death sentence.” B Lg dT

Though rates of new cases have slowed i the United States, they are exploding in
countries such as India and Russia.

While there are about 1.5 million cases of AIDS in the United States, there are 30
million globally, and that number is growing rapidly.

AIDS Drug Available to Certain Adults

Washington, DC-AP- Adults who are not responding to standard HIV therapy now
have access to an exg;:ﬁrnqltal_ still awaiting government alﬁ'oval.

Glaxo Wellcome Inc. will give 2,400 adults with advanced AIDS its experimental

called 1592, the company announced Wednesday.

¢ drug 1592 is a member of an older class of AIDS medicines called nucleoside
analogs, but it is generating interest because of preliminary evidence that it may pene-
trate the central nervous system.

While the Food and Drug Administration awaits proof from strict clinical trials on
whether 1592 works, it allowed Glaxo to offer the drug for free to certain children des-
perate for new AIDS therapies.

On Wednesday, Glaxo announced a similar ** compassionate use” pro%'am for adults.

Physicians may obtain information for enrolling patients by calling 1-800-501-4672.

Aetna To Offer Domestic Partner Benefits

Hartford, CN-AP- Aetna Inc. will begin offering health care benefits to domestic
partners of its Gay employees, making it one of the largest insurance companies in the
country to offer such benefits,

About 300,00 employees will be eligible for the benefits when the package begins in
January, said Patricia Seif, company spokeswoman. Details of the offer will be ready in
S(Elcmbcr.'l'hc benefits do not extend to unmarried heterosexual couples.

Gay and Lesbian employees a;lapmvcd of the offer, but few are likely to take them,
said beth Shay, a member of the Aetna Network of Gay and Lesbian Employees.

These health care benefits will be treated as income for
are subject to federal taxes, Shay said.

Also, Aetna will require applicants for the benefits to sign an affidavit swearing they
are commitied to their partners. Shay said some Gay workers might forego the benefits,
since they will have to come out of the closet to their bosses.

_Actna joins The Hartford Financial Services Group Inc., Xerox and the city of Hart-
ford as some of the major Connecticut employers to offer same-sex benefits.

Prison Denies Lesbian Couple’s Bid for Wedding

York, NE-AP- Cheryl O'Dell wants to get married aga.in.

After enduring years of abuse at the hands of her former husband, the 30-year-old
woman says she has found true love.

“*I've found my soul mate," O'Dell said. ** People tell us when they see us together it's
like they can see a halo over us."

The couple wants to exchange vows in a simple religious ceremony. But it is not that
simple. Both are incarcerated m a state prison and both are women.

i is the problem? We're not trying to do an illegal " says O'Dell's com-
panion, Tammy Steams, 35, of Alliance. "'It's not a sex at all. I've found my soul
mate and she's found hers." "

Larry Wayne, warden at the Nebraska Center for Women in York where O'Dell and
Steams are mmprisoned, has denied their request to hold a “handfasting” ceremony
the prison c.haEcl. -
Wayne, backed by legal counsel for the state Department of Correctional Services,
said such a ceremony would violate Nebraska's ban on same-sex marriages.

Court Says Lesbian Adoption Can Be Considered
_Ledyard, CN-AP- The state Adoption Review Board can consider a Lesbian's peti-
tion to adopt the 5-year-old son of her partner, a Superior Court referee has ruled.

The ruling overtumns a Probate Court decision, which denied the petition on the
grounds that current law did not allow for it.

The adoption is in the best interest of the child, Superior Court Referee Hadley W.
Austin ruled this week.

Austin ordered the Probate Court to send the adoption petition to the state Adoption
Review Board, which will consider a waiver of the statutory parental requirements.

Book for Gay Teens to Stay in Library
A Do ot i S Sty bk
ke):pﬁct:g:tgned&emslgfs T&fﬁ-ﬁgmd@esm}}iﬁnﬁﬂ?ﬁm;ﬂkﬁ
g L ’
committee allowed the book to remain in

But parents can notify the librarian if they do not ir chi ;
& parm- mfyReedsai(L not want their child to read it, school
¢ committee reviewed the book

after a Gina Welli i
Aot parent, ellington, asked in May that

Ammgpassagesthntmenndomm‘parmtsfmmdo'uimbleamdcsmpu' ions of
hqw;(;useab%mdomandavignettedescribingaﬁctigael?-ymr-oldboysfasm
with an altar boy.
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e employee, meaning they

the American Civil Liberties Union, the
eneral circulation.

New Insurance Company First to Aid Gay Couples

Honolulu, HI-AP- If Dr. Robert Jenkins just mentioned the words Gay and Lesbian,
doors slammed shut. Few would take his pink business card. Few would retum his
phone calls. Claims of non-discrimination were not reality, he said.

As head of the first insurance to help same-sex couples obtain benefits under
Hawaii's new reciprocal benefits law, he's seen discrimination firsthand.

_ With a colorful rambow as its logo, Hawaii-based Pride Insurance & Financial Serv-
ices Inc. opened for business this summer, just as the new law, the nation's first, came
into effect, giving couples who can't legally marry a taste of the married life.

A major provision grants insurance benefits to me—gg;‘hr couples.

All summer, Jenkins and his nine employees have on the hunt for ies
thHWq]'helpGaysand[esbianswhowammxignupforjoimﬁfe,healﬂland ome-
owners' insurance.

So far, they've found 16 in the entire nation. The number is small, but it's enough of a

i g e in to inquire about i h i

two a day come m (o mquire msurance or how to s as
i L S

w an can y marry, Gays , parent
and adult 'd.s:lﬂ:":(lgsandmanmmm.am_Softhe40010gnlbmcﬁIsuf iage.

Pride Insurance also helps same-sex esmothe.rstatesmdcounu:iesapplnge-
come reciprocal beneficiaries under the Hawaii law, which has no residency require-
ment.

First Open Gay in Texas History Elected

Dallas, TX- With the stmg hmlan% of Cabin Republicans (LCR), John Loza
(R) became the first openl y Repu 'pa[:ftgowinpuhhcoﬂiceinTenshiswryby
captmmgaseatmﬂleDaﬁas. council. Loza, a member of LCR Dallas, defeated
his heterosexual Democratic opponent, who had the backing of the s Democratic
establishment including the Gay/Lesbian Political Coalition of Dallas. ing a
heavily Democratic area that mcludes a large bloc of Gay voters, Loza is the only

openly Gay person now serving on the Dallas city council.

"] am , very grateful for the support of the Log Cabin Republicans in this race,"
lﬁ"sm‘fx'[hcy a lot of good work for me. Log Cabin stepped up to the
p

James C 11, president of LCR Dallas, reported that Log Cabin was very active
instmpmtoh{gzadqmsdaecammigxl‘hegmupfomnymdomed Loza after he
addressed a ¢

Loza's historic election was another example of the growing momentum of success
for the Gay Republican movement in Texas. i

"This victory is Exhibit A in our argument to the GOP that a Gayo:Gayfnmdl[yR.e-
guhlicancanwinmahmvilybanomﬁcam" said Dale Carpenter, president of LCR

exas, "This is an historic win that has the potential to transform the political land-
scape in Dallas and across Texas."

Pro-Gay Initiative To Be On Ballot
Olympia, WA-AP- It's supposed to be an off-year for elections, but the November
ballot just got a little more crowded. A ) _
Secretary of State Ralph Munro announced Tuesday that iitiatives dealing with
marijuana and Gay civil rights contamed enough v from voters to be
placed on the Nov. 4 ballot, jomning six other measures previously certified.
Initiative 677 would bar employment discimination against Gays and Lesbians.
That sal would give standing in court to sue for damages to people who be-

lieved they had been discriminated based on sexual onentation or perceived
sexual orentation. In conformance with existing laws barring other forms of job dis-
crimination, the measure would laces with eight or fewer employees.

Tacoma lawyer Laurie Jenkins, president of Hands Off Washington, has estimated
the campaign will cost at least $1 million.

Gay Youth Suicide Stats Challenged
New York, NY—The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Agamst Defamation (GLAAD), re-
rts that a recent widely reprinted Newhouse News Service article by Delia M. Rios
ismisses the oft-repeated statistics that Lesbian and Gay adolescents are 2-3 times
more likely to commit suicide than their heterosexual peers, and that 30 percent of teen
suicides are by Gay and Lesbian youth. “There is no scientifically valid evidence that
it’s true,” Rios states, citing a 1994 report by rmtanves from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, the National Institute of Mental (NIMH), the American Psycho-
logical Association, the American Association of Suicidology and several Gay and

Lesbian health groups. 2 ‘

The statistics i question, which appeared originally in a 1989 U.S. artment of
Health and Huma.n‘gtamccs (DHHS) report on youth suicide, has “propelled into public
consciousness....a link between Gay teens and suicide,” she writes, a that the fig-

ure “has shaped public perceptions of Gay teens as emotionally vulnerable and as vic-
tims of an oppressive larger culture who nr]?uire society’s intervention.... it has become
conventional wisdom wi tht:aYower to influence public pohcg." Rios cites Peter Mue-
hrer, chief of the Youth Mental Health pro of NIMH, who asserts that “no scien-
tific evidence” rts the DHHS report’s figures. _ . T,

While challenging statistics is a valid and important aspect of journalism, Rios fails to
mention any of the more recent studies which have indicated that Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual and Transgender youth are at a higher risk to attempt suicide than heterosexual
teens.

Alctnélsts Seek Protection for LBGTs
owa City, IA-AP- lowa City activists say they'll renew their pus chang
law to ]Jl'O]:lybi[ discrimination l:gsed on sexlmjll orig;mjm. e s

In December, leaders of the lowa City Human Rights Commission asked the state
Civil Rights Commission to make a proposal to the Legislature to add sexual orienta-
tion to the hist of categories already protected under Iowa's nondiscrimination law.

_The state currently prohibits discnimination based on age, race, creed, color, sex, na-
tional o: religion or disability.

At the D ber meeting, the state commission voted to meet with activists this fall
::{112 afli:lly discuss the issue and then decide whether to ask the Legislature make the

28 ; :

lowa City Human Rights Coordinator Heather Shank said she and other local activists
will make another presentation to the state board on June 27 and ask commissioners to
follow through with their pledge for a meeting this fall.

Ames and lowa City are the only communities in lowa that include sexual orientation

ill}; éc;cal nondiscrimination ordinances. lowa City added the category in 1977, Ames in

Rep. Frank To Introduce Anti-Hypocrisy Bill
_ Washington, DC-AP- Rep. Bamey Frank (D-MA) said Monday, June 16, that he
mfg&ds to mtroduce a bill in Congress decriminalizing sex among consenting members
of the s
f d% that adult members of the military ought to be criminally penalized
for sexual activity of a private, consenting nature,” said Frank.“That doesn’t mean all
of it would be morally approvable,” he said. “It does mean that criminal Prosecuﬁon is
a wholly ina iate way of dealing with these kind of consenting acts.”

Frank’s mthe Anti-Hypocrisy Act, would end criminal prosecution for con-
sensual sex. Fratemization or sexual misconduct that undermines “good order and dis-
cipline,” however, would still be subject to disciplinary action. )

rank said the bill would help Gay members of the military. It would repeal sections

of the Uniform Code of Military Justice “which specifically ciminalize private, con-
smg"ng sex described as sodomy, which can be both heterosexual or homosexual,” he
sai

Frank said the bill was inspired by the cases of 1™ Lt. Kelly Flinn, who resigned
rather than face court-martial for adultery, disobeying an order and lying to her com-
mander, and of Air Force Gen. Joseph who withdrew from consideration as
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff because of an extramarital affair a decade ago.




After First Seven Months, Wisconsin's Only
HIV Dental Clinic Exceeds Expectations

Milwaukee—In its first seven months
of operation, 250 clients have received
dental care at the Milwaukee AIDS Proj-
ect's HIV dental clinic through more than
600 encounters, 329 of which have had no
msurance or needed financial assistance.

On January 6, 1997, the Milwaukee
AIDS Project opened the states first-ever
HIV dental clinic and the success has
been overwhelming. With the dental
clinic's patient load frowing. the hours
have expanded from [8 hours a week to
39 hours a week.

"We will not tum anyone with HIV or
AIDS away," said Neil Albrecht, deputy
director of pro for the Milwaukee
AIDS Project. "For those who don't have

mivate health insurance or don't qualify
or Medicaid, we are making the com-
mitment that we will pay for people who
might be considered imdigent or very low
mcome. Our ability to do that is because
of the very extensive fund raismg that we
do throughout the year with individuals
and through events such as AIDS Walk
Wisconsin."

The dental clinic is a collaboration
between the Milwaukee AIDS Project and
Rambow Community Health Centers. It

was largely furnished with about $50,000
worth of equipment donated by Milwau-
kee County and Froedtert Memorial Lu-
theran Hospital in the aftermath of the
closing of Doyne Hospital and the Doyne
dental clinic last year, which had a large
HIV positive clientele.

_The need for an HIV dental clinic was
evident when nearly 450 individuals with
HIV and AIDS were unable to receive
%lglhg care after the closmg of Doyne

ital Clinic. The Milwaukee S
Project's HIV dental clinic gives individu-
als access to dental services like preven-
tative, restorative and cleaning, not just
emergency care. Helping meet the de-
mand, Steve Debbink,
Rainbow Community Health Centers,
provides dental services to HIV ive
adults as lead dentist at the Milwaukee
AIDS Project's HIV dental clinic.

Currently, the HIV dental clinic is
gpcn Monday 9:00 am. to 7:00 pm.,

uesday 9:00 am. to 5:00 p.m., Wednes-
da:r 8:30 am. to 6:00 p.m. and Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an intment with
the dental chnic, call 414-225-1571.

ARCW Receives Donation From Cartoonist

Milwaukee— The AIDS Resource Cen-
ter of Wisconsin (ARCW) has a rather
]"}umumca]" new donor: cartoonist Owen

€.

Owen Dunne
Dunne is the author/artist of the comic
strip "You Damn Kid," which has been
running m the Shepherd Express since

March. He is donating the weekly pro-
ceeds from the strip to ARCW.

"It is mmportant to remember the le
who are suffering now,” said Dunne. &’c
so often concentrate solely on finding a
cure for AIDS. Although that is very im-
portant, the short term needs are often
overlooked. ARCW is there to help peo-
ple now, and I feel that makes them a
worthy cause for my contribution."

The cartoon features humorous inci-
dents that happened to Dunne and his
friends and family, as told by a child.

"A good portion of the incidents I write
about are true," said Dunne. "I've had the
idea for this character for about ten years,
and now its actually in print."

Dunne is currently seeking other papers
throughout the nation who are mterested
m "You Damn Kid." If the strip grows,
Dunne plans to increase his donation.

i fully there will be more papers
like the Shepherd Express around the
country that see fit to print it," Dumne
added. "I believe in the work ARCW does
and would like to help as much as possi-
ble."
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DS, employee of

At
Borders
Book Shop
you'll find:

~~ One of the region's largest selec-
tions of gay & lesbian titles
Queer-friendly booksellers &
friendly queer booksellers

~ In-store events: storytelling for
adults, live music, & readings

——

Come visit us!

BORDERS

BOOK SHOP & CAFE
3416 University Ave. Madison, WI 53705

E STORE

Grand Avenue Mali

MILWAUKEE, Wi 271-5175

He's cute, smart and queer!
If only he shopped at
Community Pharmacy!

Madison’s source for
homeopathics,
herbal reme’fiies,
aromatherapy,
natural hair & skin care,
holistic health books,
nutritional supplements;
massage oils & tools,
informative staff,
prescription pharmacy,
even snacks!

3241 State Street
(at Garham)
MADISON
phone (608) 251-3242,
ty (608) 251-5339,
prescriptions (608) 251-4454

specialists.

personalized, professional
to address the issues that

Better times could be just

Medicare and
Most Insurance Accepted

AT SOLUTIONS

g [hey Were the Best of

Pride and Solutions is the nation’s leading
provider of mental health and addictions treatment
to the lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. We're
also HIV/AIDS-related stress, depression and grief

From coast to coast, our centers offer a safe,

Whether it's the company you keep, the behaviors
you've adopted or the overwhelming sense of
helplessness — we have the solutions.

Call Us Today
1-800-DIAL-GAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

PRIDE INSTITUTE

Los Angeles
(three facilities)

New York Area
Washington, D.C.

Friends

and tranquil atmosphere
effect your life.

a phone call away.

1t Was the Worst of Times

Pride Institute at Solution,s;

e
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“He was a lovely, lovely man, very

a stunning loss. 1 feel

He was 41.

they are
hampering the search.

void in our commumity. For one
the Wreck Room and, finally, at CI

a professional. Some bartenders ‘gm
and go, leaving the customers to

that from experience. We

lights disa:
ow 1n the

shimes. It awaits us.

In Memoriam

Kevin Rotar

. I've known him for over 20 years. It's
decply.” Ron Geiman's voice shook as he recalled his long
friendship with Kevin Rotar. In the end, he cried softly, a

Kevin was boating with friends on Lake Michigan on _
About 4:00 p.m. the wind blew his hat off. Reports say he reached for it and fell
into the water. Though the body has not yet been found, he is presumed drowned.

As of press time, the St. Francis police say that the scarch continues in which
ing aided by the Milwaukee police. The lake, however, is stormy and is

Those are the bare facts of the passing of a man whose absence will leave a stark
ing, he was a bartender at The Trangle, the YP,
219. He was more than a barten
your order in front of you, take your money
eir own devices. ; 1 _

Kevin did not do that. He was a gentleman professional, caring about his
customers, treating each one with dignity and a genuinely felt concern. Kevin
always had time for a friendly word, no matter how busy the bar was. We can say
ill not soon forget his shy, qui i the
in his eye. Neither will we forget his laughter, low, rumbling, yet soft in his throat,
a laugh that drew you to him and, like a blanket, enfolded you in its warmth.

“He was a sweetheart,” said Rick Formankiewicz. “*He got along with everyone.”
Rick, who works at the Ballgame, said he'd known Kevin for over 20 years,

None of us can know the circumstances into which we will be bomn. Neither do
we know how we will meet our separate ends. All we do know is that every one of
is a light, tiny, fragile, flickering here for awhile and then is gone. Though the

from our view, they do not go out. They join the millions that
yond and awail the rest of us coming along behind.

This is how we should remember Kevin. Not for how he met his end, but for the
light shown on us while he was here. Nor should we forget that his flame still

yer of tears.
turday, August 9, 1997.

. He was

iet smile and the twinkle

Wisconsin Light joins Kevin’s partner, his family and many friends in
rcmcmbc:inéhim with respect and with love.

Editor’s Note

The Ideal of Equality

By Terry Boughner

While most of us know about the
American Revolution, to many, at this
distance, it has the appearance of a fore-
gone conclusion—something that had to
happen in the nght course of things.

No way. As | used to tell my students,
the Pilgrims didn't hop ofl the May-
flower, look at their watches and shout
with one voice, “Hurry up, we golta get
Plymouth built! It's only about 150 years
to the American Revolution!”

Nor were the Founders all that sure of
themselves. From 1763 onward, as much
as their own wills, events drove them on.
You have (o remember that aside from
Sam Adams and a few of his kind, these
were a very conservative bunch. They
took their allegiance to the Crown very
scriously indeed. The mantle of treason
didn’t sit well on their shoulders.

So. when the issue of independence
came up, many of them s at the
thought. Afier all, it was in the history of
things that colonies went from being the
possession of one country to that 0% an-
other. Colonies didn’t proceed to assume
mdependent status.
~ Yet, independence took place. Whether
1t happened before or after the Declaration
1s a matter of debate, but it happened, a
truly revolutionary step.

al was even more revolutionary,
however, was the ideals proclaimed in the
Declaration and various other documents
in which the work of the Revolution is en-
shrined. Prime among these was the
proposition that everyone was equal be-
fore the law.

The concept of human equality, arising
out of the Enlightenment, was explosive,
hitting the highly structured 18™ cen
society of deference like a bomb. The ef-
fects are sull being felt.

Look at it! You may be richer than I am.
You may be more mtelligent, but before
the law, we are equal. The laws that apply
to you, apply to me and vice versa.
There's no exceptions,

Ommcre’s Tllllo “some ar% more than
ers.” There’s no, “Everyone's equal,
but there is a critically ﬁking ggl.e."
There’s no exceptions. Everyone’s equal.
The laws apply to all.
ty 1s such an obvious ideal and
should have been so easy to accomplish. It
has not proven to be so. Look at the barri-
ers that had to be swept away.
h!-;gr example, the Otildea that one could
old property m another person (slavery),
had to go. So did a lot of other mtiogla?yh}-
ties that made some people wnequal to
others: women’s subordination to men;

cthnic prejudices of all kinds. The list
goes on, The task is not completed yet,
not by far.

The ideal, as I see it, works this way. If
you, as a law-abiding citizen, have nghts
under the law, 1, having the same status
must have them too, by virtue of my hu-
manity. You cannot exclude me, not for
any reason except due process of law.
You may not like me because of the color
of my skin, my sexual orientation, my
ethnic background, or something else, but

you cannot exclude me. :

You—as a male—may think I, as a
woman, am inferior to you, but you can-
not exclude me from equal rights. You
cannot exclude me and remain faithful to
what America is all about; remain faithful
to one of the great ideals that has made
this country what it 1s. %

Your mlcgctalian of religion may tell
you [ shouldn’t be equal to you and have
the civil rights you enjoy. You may be-
lieve that that's sufficient reason to de-
prive me of my equality, my civil rights,
my dignity as a human being and an
American citizen. It is not.

In the issue of marnage, what [ see is
that differing sex couples have legal rights
that same-sex couples do not have—hun-
dreds of legal rights, in fact. Same-sex
couples are, therefore, unequal, denied the
fullness of their just dignity as human
beings in a country where equality is one
of the founding ideals. This is wrong. It
carlniwl be allowed l{)n;:uminue.

ere are politicians—Alderpeople,
state legislators, members of Congress,
who, very obviously, do not understand
the concept of human equality. To my
way of thinking, they are a blot of the es-
cutcheon of America. They do not deserve
to hold office since they are not willing to
uphold what America means.

Once upon a time there was a woman
who was fed up with bemg treated as a
second class citizen in this country. Be-
sides, she'd been shopping and her feet
hurt. She took the first seat on the bus she
colu_ild find. Her name wasgl}nsa Parks.

er act gave nse to a glorious page
our country’s hlst% Led by Dr. l\fm'tm
Luther King, Jr., African-Americans rose
up, not to defend the idea that they should
have equal rights, but to claim them. In
langua%mthal stirred souls, words rarely
heard, King called on America to be true
to itself. The call continues.

We who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or
Transgendered, must do the same; must
claim the i that are ours by birth. No
“go slow.” No sumreptitious slinkin
around the dark edges hoping no one wi
m. No more sitting in the back of the

The rights belong to us. Human dignity
belongs to us. Freedom and equality must
be ours. We cannot live as second class
citizens. We cannot live in bondage to
prejudice. We cannot live as other than we
are, frec and equal citizens of a great re-
public, one bom in the light of a most ra-
diant ideal. We can require nothing more
and nothing less.

Homophobia must be made odions. Our
country’s ideals demand nothing less,

Policy
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As a matter of policy, Wisconsin
Light will not print a Letter to the Edi-
tor sent to or g in any other
publication. This 1s general journalistic
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A Salute to SSBL

TO THE EDITOR:

A Salute to the SSBL and all the Folks In-
volved in This, Our 20 Year!

To the “Ed Beckers” of In-Between—who
didn’t give up, but started all over again from
scratch.

To the “Lady Gails™ and the “Rays” of the
Triangle—who show us each week that we an
still have fin even if we lost by thirty
runs...Again! There is a team reminiscent of
my own 10 years ago.

To the “Bob Meligs” of Ballgame—who put
in countless hours of work *“behind the
scenes.”

To the “Tom Salzeiders” and “Joe Apple-
mans—who got us here during the league’s
first 20 years—thanks for sharing your invalu-
able experience.

To the spirit of the “Cream City Foundation
Team™ —whose initiative and interest to form
their own team continues to help form the
foundation of the league’s next 20 years.

And lastly, to the folks on your own team—
who remind you of some of the people men-
tioned above—we all have them.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—THIS IS
YOUR SSBL. Give them a salute—even if

you're standing alone in your living room

when you read this.
Rodney Stockel, Fundraising Chair
Milwaukee

Transsexuals and
PrideFest ‘97

TO THE EDITOR:
We have been informed that a Transsexual
woman was refused entry to a bathroom ap-

propriate to her gender during Pridefest “97. |

As we understand il, she was refused entry to
the women’s bathrooms and when told to use
the men's bathrooms was refused entry there
as well.

Pridefest is the last place we should expect
gender police patrolling the imaginary bounda-
ries created by society’s obsession with bi-
polar gender categories. Although a Transsex-
ual woman was the victim this time, it could
just as well be a butch Lesbian, a mannish ap-
pearing woman or a feminine appearing man,
the next.

As for the issue of documentation. Hetero-
sexuals are not required to camy and show
documentation to prove they are heterosexual
males or females. Lesbians, Gay men and Bi-
sexual men and women are not required to
carry documentation to certify their orientation
or their gender, Self-identification is sufficient

for them. Self-identification is sufficient for

transsexuals. We will not participate in our
own discrimination.

In short, we ask that you either require
documentation of everyone using the bath-
rooms or no one. Use the park police when
there is a disturbance in the bathrooms - not to
bust bladders.

Debra A. Johnson,
Cofacilitator, It's Time Wisconsin
Milwaukee

Thanks CCF

TO THE EDITOR:

Of the many great articles in The Wisconsin
Light (July 31-August 13), | would like to
comment on two: “PFLAG and Other Gay
Leaders Meet with Clinton” regarding “safe
space” for all young people in schools and the
community; and the Cream City Foundation
Et(u:n}(?:lmiset, including the tribute you paid to

I thought your readers might like to know
that PFLAG-Milwaukee has been involved for
more than two years with the Milwaukee Pub-
lic Schools Task Force on GLBT issues to
Create a Safe Climate in Schools for Students
and Staff. On March 4, 1997, all MPS princi-
pals—elementary, middle and high school—
received a resource notebook followed in April
by a letter from PFLAG-Milwaukee offering a
variety of opportunities (inservices, videos,
gca::.ﬁ books, etc.), to help as needed in each

Some schools have already begun at act. On .

September 26™, a “Safe Climate™ presentation
will be made to MPS Guidance Counselors,
Social Workers and Psychologists. In addition,
PFLAG materials and similar offers regardi
creating a “Safe Climate™ have been sent to the
principals of 40 suburban high schools, with
follow-up to occur in the fall,

PFLAG-Milwaukee joins The Wisconsin
Light in publicly acknowledging its contribu-
tion to the community and to thank the Cream
City Foundation for awarding us a grant this
year so that we can carry out our educational
projects.

Ou_r PFLAG brochures are excellent (but ex-
pensive) and the grant is making it possible for
us to gradually expand our outreach. It is
thl;}:lgh education that we will find safety and

ity.

Please See Letters Page 31
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The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
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St. Camillus Plans Retreats; Needs Caring

People as Volunteers

Milwaukee—St. Camillus-Durward’s
Glen Retreat is accepting reservations for
retreats scheduled to be held in August
and September.

Durward’s Glen is sponsored by the Or-
der of St. Camillus and offers a place for

iet relaxation and reflection. Located in

e beautiful Baraboo bluffs, the center is
only 90 minutes from Milwaukee, 30
minutes from Madison.

Upcoming weekend programs include:
August 17-22—W m the Woods-
Words from the Wind." Lovers of nature
will be encouraged to capture their expe-
riences on pa1per. |
September 12-14—"Step-Parenting, Step
Families.”

September 19-21—*Interpreting nature
m watercolor”

September 19-21—*Motherhood: A Sa-
cred Jouney.”

September 23-25—*Cancer & Hope:
Developing a Battle Plan.”
September 26-28—"Exploring
Dreams” =
September 26-28—"Reuniting with Na-
tme "

For more information, call 1-800-756-

9415 or (608) 356-8113.
AIDS Retreat

Wisconsin women living with HIV dis-
ease will come together 5-7 to ex-
plore spiritual, %cal and emotional is-
sues of life with HIV/AIDS. :

The retreat is sponsored by St. Camillus
HIV/AIDS Ministry, SET Ministry, Vis-
iting Nurses of Wisconsin, ARCW and
the Medical College of Wisconsin.

The retreat is offered free of charge to
eligible participants. Financial sponsors
are still g sought. Donations can be
made payable to: St. Camillus HIV/AIDS
Ministry and mailed to: 10101 W. Wis-
consin Ave., Milwaukee, W1 53226,

To rcgisler. call Jennifer at MAP: (414)
225-1574 or 1-800-359-9272, ext. 274.

Volunteers Needed :

If you have in mterest in working with
persons living with HIV/AIDS, opportu-
nities are available now at St. Camillus
HIV/AIDS Ministry and Marian Catholic
Home. Volunteers are needed m the fol-
lowing areas: I

Transportation: Provide transportation

your

to appointments, support groups, etc.
Must have valid driver’s license and m-
surance.

Emotional/Spiritual Support: Provide
one-on-one 1t to a person living with
HIV/AIDS in their own home, m the St.

Camillus Health Center (10101 W. Wis-
consn Ave.), or at Marian Catholic Home
(33" and Haghland).

Bereavement: Provide spiritual support
to persons grieving the loss of loved ones
due to AIDS. !

Children’s Closet: Organize donated
clothes, toys, etc., and schedule appomt-
ments for families to visit and select items
from the Closet at St. Camillus Campus.

Special Events: Assist m preparation
and/or on the day of evenis such as pic-
nics, retreats, etc. Ty

Participation in volunteer training ses-
sions is required. The next scheduled
traming for placements at St. Cammllus
and ian Catholic is for Thursday,
S?L 11", and Thursday, Sept. 18" from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Camillus. To fill
out an application and/or register for
training, Ii?:asc call Karen at (414) 259-
4664 by Friday, Sept. 3°.

Medical College’s
Holtgrave to Head

CDC’s HIV/AIDS

Prevention Division

Milwaukee—David R.  Holtgrave,
Ph.D., a faculty member at the Medical
College of Wisconsin, has been named the
new Director of the Division of
HIV/AIDS Prevention-Intervention Re-
search and Support at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC).

In his new position, Holtgrave will su-

ise the division responsible for fund-
mg for most CDC- red HIV pre-
vention programs in the U.S. In addition,
he will oversee the evaluation of HIV
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prevention programs and ensure that
community services receive appropriate
technical assistance.

Holtgrave has spent the past two years
as an associate professor of psychiatry and
behavioral medicine at the Medical Col-
lege’s Center for AIDS Intervention Re-
search (CAIR). He specializes m evaluat-
ing the cost-effectiveness of HIV/AIDS
preventon programs.

“Dr. Holtgrave has a proven record of
excellence m HIV prevention research,
especially the economic evaluation of
prevention programs. His expertise lends
itself perfectly to his new Plosition at the
CDC,” said Jeffrey A. Kelly, Ph.D.,, di-
rector of CAIR and a professor of psy-
chiatry and behavioral medicine.

Holtgrave believes his exgen'moe at
CAIR and in Wisconsin has helped pre-
E:Ic him for his move to the CDC. “I've

d the opportunity to review data on the
effectiveness of HIV prevention interven-
tions, focusing on effective mterventions
developed at CAIR and gaining %cl-rspcc-
tive on interventions nationwide. In addi-
tion, my involvement with the Wisconsin
HIV Prevention Commumity Planning
Council gave me insight into the practical
issues that planning agencies face when
developing prevention strategies,” Holt-
grave said.

Since 1996, Holtgrave has been a mem-
ber of the planning group, which provides
the state with community input about dis-
tribution of federal HIV prevention funds.

Holtgrave, along with Kelly, was
awarded the C. Everett Koop National
Health Award in 1996. In addition, Holt-

ve received a U.S. Public Health

rvice Special Recognition Award m
1995. He has written and co-authored
more than 70 journal articles and other
publications.

Prior to joining the faculty of the Medi-
cal College, Holtgrave worked at the CDC

from 1993 to 1995 as the acting assistant
director for behavioral science. He eamed

HELP END DOMESTIC ABUSE
IN OUR COMMUNITY!

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services
has volunteer opportunities available!

Deadline for Fall Training:

Child care available during training!

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 251-1237

September 15th

1200 N. QVou Bluren Street

o
Meet Brenda. >~

his Ph.D. from the University of [llmais at
Urbgna’Chamqmgn with a major in quan-
titative psychology.
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Brenda ig¢ a modern kinda gal. She knows how to make the
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Toasting A Success —
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Desn Dayton owner of Sheboygan's Blue Lite bar toasts all those who are

participating in this year's Bar Competition for AIDS Walk Wisconsin.

Third Annual Gay & Lesbian Bar
Competition in High Gear for AIDS Walk

Milwaukee—Register for AIDS Walk
Wisconsin as a member of favorite
bar's Walk team and help them win the
third annual Gay and Lesbian bar compe-
titon. Last year the friendly competition
among Milwaukee's Gay and Lesbian bars
raiscd over $20,000 wath more than 500

individuals participating.
New for 1997 o
Roland Hoffmann, will be organi; the
statewide bar ition for 1997's

AIDS Walk Wisconsin. Hoffmann will be
working closely with the bar team cap-
tains to organize their team registration
through special registration nights at your
l‘Mf'rlmkmfrs wardl w!;lsis year' ded

"I look forward to S e
friendly cumlf)c(itim," said Homm
"Not only will it bring the community to-
gether across the state, it is for a great
cause [ the fight against AIDS."

Walk organizers are certain this year
will be even more successful with several
new bars across the state signing up for
the competition. /

The three bars raising the most mone
for the 1996 Walk were M&M/34,701,
Blue Lite/$4,394 and Mama Roux/$2,910.
Other bars that participated last year mn-
clude Club 219, Fannies, In Between, Just
Us, Kathy's Nut Hut, This Is It, The Tri-
angle and Wreck Room.

This year, bars from across the state are
urged to participate. Some new bars al-
ready signed on for 1997 are Geraldi-
nes/Men's Room in Madison, Ozone m
Wausau and Napalese Lounge in Green
Bay.

Join the Fun and Raise Funds
for AIDS Walk Wisconsin

More than 5,500 people and 915 teams
have already registered to icipate in
the cighth annual AIDS Walk Wisconsin,

Sunday, September 21, beginning on the
Summerfest ds. AIDS Walk Wis-
consin is pmﬁced by the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin, Inc. and benefits 18
AIDS education and service providers
throughoult the state. ) -

In addition to the prizes available to
individual walkers, the Gay and I.abm}_
bar competition features a grand prize o
two round trip tickets to any United Air-
lines destination in the 48 contiguous
states for the bar team member who tumns
in the most amount of money on Septem-
ber 21. The top three teams raismg the
most_money be and a
certificate will be awarded to the top team
captain,

So, be sure to register for AIDS Walk
Wisconsin at favorite bar. If they do
not already have a team started, encourage
them to start a team or consider being the
bar's team captain yourself. For Walk -
formation or to be added to a team roster,
you can call 800-348-WALK or visit us
online at www.arcw.org.

Sponsors of the event include Miller
Brewing Company, TODAY'S TMM, 94
WKTI, Wisconsin Ene. Corporation,
United Airlines, Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel, Aurora Health Care, P & C Media,
Inc., Oneida Nation/Oneida Bingo & Ca-
sino, Cellular One, National Association
of Theater Owners of Wisconsin and Up-
per Michigan, Ace Chemical Products,
Inc., American Family Mutual Insurance,
Bank One, Blockbuster Entertainment,
Mortgage Guarantee Invesiment Corpo-
ration, Pick 'n Save Supermarkets, Star-
bucks Coffee, Time Insurance/4 Fortis
Company, Aveda-Salon Systems, Herbert
H. Kohl Charities, Inc.. Humana Health
Care Plans and Lab Safety Supply, Inc.

Coretta Scott King to Receive NGLTF’s
“Honoring Our Allies” Award

Washington, DC—-Human Rights ac-
tivist Coretta Scott King will be honored
by the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force (NGLTF) for her efforts on behalf
of Lesbians, Gay men, Bisexuals and
Transgendered persons in the struggle for
civil and human nights. Mrs. King will re-
ceive the "Honormg Our Allies” award
from NGLTF at an awards ceremony to
be held on September 15, 1997 in Wash-
mgton, D.C.

Mrs. King, founder of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social
Change in Atlanta, has been a strong ad-
vocate for peace and justice through non-
violent action across the nation and
throughout the world.

She has been outspoken on Lesbian and
Gay issues for years and has a ed at
press conferences and pride rallies
throughout the country. SEE has often
spoken of the Lesbians and Gay men who
were mvolved in the civil rights move-
ment all throughout its history, notably
Bayard Rustin, the organizer of the fa-
mous 1963 March On Washington, at
which Dr. King gave his famous I Have A
Dream speech.

Most recently, Mrs. King has spoken in
support of legislation in Congress that
would make it illegal to fire someone on
the basis of sexual orentation. The bill,
the Employment Non-Discnimination Act
(ENDA) was recently introduced in the
U.S. Senate.

"Mrs. King has been a tremendous ally
in the effort to achieve faimess for Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered
people” said Kerry Lobel, NGLTF execu-
tive director. "She truly embodies what
this award is about and we're very hon-
ored that she will be here with us as we
celebrate her thirty-plus year commitment
to the principles of equality for all people.
The vision of she and Dr. King in the civil
rights movement has set the standard for
fighting back with dignity. They de-
manded that this nation examme its core
principles and their struggle has created
the handbook for human rights move-
ments that followed."

John J, Sweeney, president of the AFL-
CIO will also be given an Honoring Our
Allies award. Sweeney will be honored
for his efforts to further include Lesbians
and Gays in the labor movement. He has
been mvolved in the labor movement for
over thirty-five years and is the former
president of the Service Employees Inter-
national Union. )

The Mautner Project, this year's third
honoree, is a service organization for Les-
bians with cancer. The project, named for
Mary-Helen Mautner who died of breast
cancer in 1989 offers a variety of direct
services, support and outreach and educa-
tion.

The Mautner Project was formed
1990 in Washington, D.C.

Don't be a Chicken; Join This Year’s

Wisconsin AIDS Walk

Commentary by Ted Berg
a.k.a. T-Burger, the Clown
My best friend is T-Burger, the clown.
Eacgyearhe drags me to AIDS Walk
Wisconsin. | him and thousands of
walkers across the street by St. Mary's
Hospital. You could say I'm very instru-
mental in the safety of the walkers.
Everyone knows me. I even received
honorable mention at MAP's Volunteer
Dinner. When mgeople see me they smile,
some giggle, others laugh out I Yes, 1
\lvgagstgle trouble maker at the Walk in

Well, they didn't have a T-shirt in my
size, prompting me to write a formal pro-
test. In 1996, I was really that they
had a duiﬂsig;n—in sheet and 1 had none.
Again, I had to lodge an official protest
for not being to sign in.

T-Burger was telling me about the need
AIDS Walk Wisconsin has for our contin-
ued help. Sometimes I am such a bird
brain. I hear the President commit to a
vaccine in ten years. ;

I hear of new drug combinations and
positive tesults. I have a false sense of

imism about a disease being licked by
modemn science. That just is not true,

AIDS is still a pandemic afflictin
16,000 people in Wisconsin. One out o
every 250 le in the US is infected
with HIV. S is the leading cause of
death among Americans aged 25-44.

My time, talents, and funds are needed
to make the lives easier fxrlgetmle who
are infected with HIV and AIDS. 18 agen-
cies benefit from this one day fund raiser.
In a lot of agencies this gives them the

larﬁ]estxg their 3 v

¢ AIDS Resource Center of Wiscon-
sin provides many services with the
money raised from the Walk: over 13,000
men, women, and children with HIV re-
ceived case management and support
services in the last year. 5,612.5 bags of
food were and deliveries were
made to 592 consumers from January to
May of 1997. Many other services are
gmvidedthalaretoonumermstorecoum
ere.

This year the Walk is on September 21st
starting at the Summerfest Grounds. There
will be a lot of fun. You can meet other

caring e. You can bring family.
There's lots of food. I recommend
the BEEF DISHES. ARCW needs people

Allyn Mansion Inn
Twenty-three rooms of Victorian splendor
like Grandmother never had. Ten fireplaces,
grand pianos, great food, great hosts. Eight
guest rooms, seven shared baths. National
Register property, A/C. Geneva Lakes area.

511 East Walworth Ave.
Delavan, W 53115 + (414) 728-9090 jy

The

./’_

~_ 4072 Cherry Road
(CTH HH)
Sturgeon Bay

{Door County)

E WI 54235
Chanticleer

GUEST HOUSE

NEW IN-GROUND HEATED POOL
PLUS 4 NEW SUITES!

Located on 30 private acres in Door County.
Al suites include: Double whirlpool, fireplace, private
bath, TV/VCR, Stereo, refrigerator, A/C, balconies,
breakfast delivered to your room.

For a reservation or color brochure,
please call Bryon & Darrin at:

(414) 746-0334
*' i B

to volunteer the day of the event and do
registration at festivals before the Walk.
¢ need walkers (o raise the money.
Possibly start a team at work. Best of all
you'll see me! Lo Cal, T-Burger's Rubber
Chicken. I'm the smart looking one heg-
mg walkers cross the road to get to the
er side. The orange haired person is T-
Burger.
_ Yes, if | share this joke I'll get a spank-
mg from T-Burger You only live once!
Besides T-Burger hits like a wimp.

Why did the Chicken cross the road? To
raise money for AIDS, of course. See you
there. Don't be a chicken! For information
call 800 348-WALK or check out
ARCW's new website www.arcw.org.

Volunteer the day of the event and do
registration.

HRL Seeking

Nominees

Milwaukee—The Human Right
League for Lesbians and Gays (HRL) 1s
once again going to the National
Cmnm%ugh_n 8‘% Awards, during this
year’s Public cials Re on which
will be held on October 9, 1997. These
awards are designed to recognize efforts
ofthosewhomegglémupgandwhom-
flect a positive T image through

on in our comm A
pamHRLcm‘i?askm' g membexsm:]?thc com-
munity to submit nominees for these
a Nominees must be “out” and
have been active in our commumity 3

or less.

The categories for nomination are: In-
dividual person; Business; and Organi-

zagion.

The name of the nominee(s) must be
in writing. The following mformation
must be mcluded: Nominee’s address
and phone number; Nominator’s phone
number; Reason(s) for nomination.

All nominations must be sent by Sep-
tember 15, 1997. Send nominations to:
Human Rights c/o Awards
Committee, P.O. Box 92674, Milwau-
kee, WI 53202.

Wit Rose

jt."# .‘ﬁ&;- Gueat lHouse fﬁﬁi{.' 'ﬂr’&"
NOW OPEN!

Come visit our 1920s farmhouse,
just 1 mile off of 190, 20 minutes
south of Madison. Enjoy breakfast
served to you in one of our cozy
theme rooms. Call or write now
for reservations. Gift Certificates
also available!

608-877-9942
Amy Meisner &
§ Vera Vidos, Proprictors

1437 County W
Stoughton,
WI 53589

>

"ESCAPE TO THE COUNTRY!
CHASE ON THE HILL

BED & BREAKFAST
*
11624 State Hoad 26, Milion, WI 53563
(608) 868-6646
*
oom features shylights, queen bed and
pri bath. 35 mi from Madi
65 minutes from Milwaukee,

M. aod

s » oH

Add To Your Customers
Not Your Ad Budget!
To advertise in this section for as

little as $15.00 per issue call
Bill at The Wisconsin Light

(414) 372-2773
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h&u'nun PARTY

SUNDAY, AUG 31

1-ilpm
Continuous LIVE Entertainment . ..
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including:
) Tina and the B Side Movement e Mrs. Fun | g
gj 7 The La Cage Showcase Girls e P e 8
gj Fweep 8
aj : The Martins 8
E‘j’ Jill Clark 8
2 Lu Shanti 8
j Johnny B (Mr. Gay WI) a
j and many, many more &
23 To volunteer, entertain or donate to the .
} Silent Auction, call (414) 643-9633 or 649-9003

aln a)o

ai Proceeds to Benefit the Milwaukee AIDS
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; 3 ?rOject % Breast Cancer Treatment for Women
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True Extent of AIDS Pandemic Begins to Be

Recognized in China

Linxia, China—Coral from Taiwan,
from Xinjiang, kmives from [nner
Mongolia, the trade goods of centuries,
line the tidy, brimming shops in Linxia's
bazaar.

Behind the far-ﬂm:islrafﬁc in exotic
wares that long this Muslim trading
town in westem prosperous now
slinks a more modem commodity, heroin,
and with it, AIDS.

On the back of a flourishing drug trade,
AIDS has crept up an ancienl caravan
route linking China's Southeast Asian
border to its remote frontier with Central
Asia. Along the way, the virus has hit tens
of thousands of China's most vulnerable,
disaffected people: poor minorities on the
fringes of Chinese-dominated society.

The epidemic is a silent one, officially.
Its scope and the identity of its victims
have shocked Chinese health polit;{ mak-
ers and confounded communist leaders
nervous about ethnic rebellion.

Little has been said in the state-run me-
dia about the outbreak. Western AIDS ex-

x1ts working with the government fear
ittle is being done, even though Chinese
officials had time to ;

“Government lea think it's not a
thing to be of, people having that
kind of habit or behavior are bad. Good
people don't get this," said Zhang Konglai,
a professor of epidemiology at Beijing
Union Medical College and an AIDS edu-
cation campaigner.

AIDS incubated on China's border with
Burma for five years smm&g in 1990. The
confined epidemic ravaged hill tribes in
four countics in Yunnan province as
members tumed to the heroin pourin
across the border and, out of poverty an
ignorance, shared needles. ;

In 1995, the virus went north with the
drugs. Within a year, HIV began (eanng
through heroin users in Xinjiang, China's
northwestermmost region 1,500 miles
north of Burma.

“It's an epidemic," said Zheng Xiwen,
the Chinese Academy of Preventive
Medicine Smﬁ:ssqr who nuns the govem-
ment's AIDS monitoring pro, 1

No on¢ m Xinjiang test sitive for
HIV in 1995. By the end of last year,
nearly one in four drug addicts out of a
sample of 400 did, Zheng said.

He refused to estimate how many people
in Xinjiang may be infected. But a West-
em specialist familiar with the testing data
said they may number as many as 50,000,
a third of all addicts in Xinjiang and the
largest number in the country. Many are
Uighurs, a Muslim minority grown restive
under Chinese rule,

The source of the virus is not in doubt.
Zheng said the strain of the virus, known
as HIV-C, matches that found along the
Burma border and is distinct from vare-
ties detected in Xinjiang's Central Asian
neighbors,

An AIDS epidemic also has struck the
Yi, another dcsg)cmtely poor minority
living in hilly Sichuan province, according
to a U.N, agency report, a draft of which
was obtained by The Associated Press.

The Yi straddle the trade route that for
centuries brought tea and gems up from
Yunnan and Southeast Asia and horses
and knives down from norh China and
Central Asia.

That route goes through Linxia, a legen-
dary commercial hub in a fertile valley in
Gansu province 500 miles north of the Yi
and 750 miles west of Beijing. It now is a
notorious drug trafficking center that
AIDS experts fear will be the virus' nexl
larget.

" Lmxia is one of China's heroin hot

spots,” said Ma Weimin, a grain trader
working out of one of Linxia's bustling
markets. “'It's in all the villages. It's eve-
rywhere."
_Linxia's dominant Muslim community,
from the Hui minority, is as famous for
skill in trade as for the Islamic ferment
that eamed the town the nickname " Little
Meccea."

Dozens of mosques, some with the
curved roofs of Chinese temples, others
with the onion domes of Arabia and many
newly built make the low skyline stand
out agamnst brown, and hills, attest to
the wealth trade has brought Linxia.

Shops along the clean main bazaar burst
with trade mnkﬁ_?)ts: ch{:ﬁ beads from Tai-
wan, meense from India, turquoise from
East China, carpets from Paldgtuan and fox
furs from Tibetan lands. Saddles, swords
a.lllld holsters give off a frontier atmos-
phere.

Everyone is involved in trade, according
to merchants, truck drivers, restaurant
owners and retired officials. Everyone
knows the drugs come from Yunnan, al-
though no one iterviewed admitted to
gclnsg mvolved. No one has heard about

" Outsiders, people from Linxia too, are
all bnn.gmg it in use they can make
money,” saul one resident who identified
himself only as “"Ma," the most common
Huw sumame, ol 3

Migrants from Xinjiang living in Linxia
were ca%ey about their ledge of the
drug cking. When pressed, one said
ﬁ:i trade everything; they have to to

¢ a living.

“'The illegal trade follows the legal
trade," said Dm Gladney, an on
China's Muslim communities at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii. ""It's all kinds of trade,
not just drugs.”

Police plastered Linxia with notices of a
drug crackdown in March, part of a na-
tionwide crusade. New gfters were put
up in mid-June waming ; offenders of
stiffer penalties and that family members
and businesses could be considered ac-

complices.

""Police have set checmim.s around
Linxia," said one driver, surnamed
Ma. "'"No matter how many people they
catch, there's no end."

Linxia has so far avoided an AIDS epi-
demic, because heroin is so cheap that us-
ers smoke rather than inject it. But if the
police succeed in making supplies scarce,
addicts will tum to needles, said Zhang
Konglai, the Beijing Union epidemiolo-

gIStChina's AIDS epidemic so far fits the
g:tlem of the out m_Thailand, said

ile Fox, director of the China office for
UNAIDS, the U.NN. agency coordinating
AlDS eradication.

d fen ekl w0 s e
an en to stitutes, thewrr ch-
ents, women and ﬁnaﬂl;] babies, Fox said.

Thailand has an estimated 750,000 HIV
cases. Officially, China has 5,157 le
infected with , 133 with full-blown
AIDS, but officials HIV mfections
may be nearer to 100,000. Fox believes
the real fi may be three times higher.

Fox and other experts ¢t a growing
sex trade, not needle , will cause
China's worst and most widespread epi-
demic, althuu%h testing has so far failed to
confirm their fears.

Even though China's first AIDS case
was discovered 12 years ago, the govem-
ment is still reluctant to discuss its AIDS

problems indeta{elasmblicl i

M.lmst:z of Health officials refused to
discuss the epidemic i Xinjiang. Like-
wise the Xinpang government could not
Fm\udc cifics on the epidemic and ef-
orts to fight it. Officials with Xinjiang's
government and its state-run television
said, on condition of anonymity, that al-
most nothing has been rted.

An outbreak among the Uighurs is an
especiallg ﬁightmindgemand sensitive pros-
pect for Chinese leaders. )

The Uighurs, one of many Turkic-
speaking, Mushim %r;mps that are a ma-
jority in Xinjiang, have never fully sub-
mifted to Chinese rule. They are also
highly mobile, with large communitics in
Beyjing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and other
major cities. )

In the absence of mformation about the
epidemic, rumors have spread of govem-
ment plots and fanned concems about
domination by the Han Chinese. Uighurs
fear that Han Chinese, migrating in large
numbers, are taking the best Iiubs and that
strict govemment :q:: control is wreckin
the practice of Islam. As a result, they fee
marginal.

"They have become a natural popula-
tion to be involved i that (the drug
trade)," said Gladney, the expert on Chi-

nese Muslims, "'Chmese officials ... are

creating an underclass that's not partici-
pating n the system."
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Raising fun and funds —A great time was had by all at Breastfast held outside Fannies bar on Sunday
August 10%. At the top are some clowns outside the Silent Auction tent. Next are some of the wonderful
volunteers cooking up some great food. In the middle are two zealous “deputies” working the jail. At the
bottom is a group waiting to race. The event raised over $6,000 to fight Breast Cancer.




AIDS Grows in Thai Sex Industry; Number
of Deaths Continues to Climb

Lopburi, Thailand—-These are the last

minutes of Banyam's life. Covered
with flies and agony, she cries: “'I'm al-
ready dead.”

He'r body, ravaged by full-blown AIDS,
mmc;{{xeciléltz]ﬁ Her hmgs ceasetoﬁmuhg
Her ers, tightly clasped m the
healthy hand o(g a Peace gorps volunteer,
£o limp. Wuhseemmgmdl.ﬂ'ermce,shem
mdﬂad ced dead. Lids are lowered on

eyes.
These are her last rites: No one speaks.
Lunch is served to other who will
surely die soon, while Supan's orifices are
packed with cotton to prevent seepage of
contaminated blood.

Just before her body is shoved into a
crematory, a Buddhist monk ceremoni-

kok.

With an accepting attitude towards male
promiscuity and as many as 2 million
pmmd:;ry Thailand's hug‘;)opm annmerclail_
sex m is creating a ton o
walking dead. It is estimated that more
than 750,000 Thais are infected with the
AIDS virus.

The hospice is where those i the final,

MM&sofAIDScometodmw:m

Simple fiberboard coffins are stacked
closel by the temple's main hall. In the

ve months of 1997, 133 men and 22
wmnmdledhem .
Phra Alongkot founded the ce at
Phra Baat Nam Phru temple in 1992 with
three patients
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Brooke Alison Shi , a Peace Corps
vohmleer from Ma?!ﬁ’uugh, Massachu-

Abnui 135 patients live at the temple. A
thousand more visit for uuipahent care.

The main building, housing 4
with full-blown S, is sun'mmtreop
Thai-style bungalows where less cnncally
ill patients stay. One full-ime nurse and
several volunteers tend to the patients.

Seven monks attend to spiri-
tual needs and perform last rites. Most of
the monks are infected with the AIDS vi-
rus themselves, some who scandalously
engaged in sex as monks and some who
became monks after getting infected.

cmdhf?@aiﬁww the sg,"mptox‘lit]lflsl

of AIDS sufferers in wenlth nations
aren't available at the h e sol-
ace comes from traditi medmnesand

hot herbal massages to ease the pain.
BmwhmapmaomesmPluaBaal

) IROQUOIS
CRUISE

Saturday Aug. 23

5:30 pm boarding
6:00 pm departure
Two hour excursion on rivers and
Lake Michigan. Music, dancing,
good conversation, snacks, cash
bar. Leaving 6:00 sharp from
Milwaukee River at Clybourn St.

FMI: Rich,
546-4526

Tickets $18 at Gate /
$15 Advance.
Send check/M.O. to:

ously pours water over her hand, where Itwnsn'tmiensybe Within the

deep pink orchids rest between bony fin- first two weeks the eight monks at Nam Phru temple, it is usually too late milwauke

gers. the left, fearing they too would be- anyway. It is a place for the dyi

h“Om' Budmmdles us ﬂ::dwe must come sick with AIDS, He was criticized fo;llh;?;sgﬂm mm%a: the e P.0. Box 1900

ive together kindness mercy," local residents. nctuary brief :

says Phra Alongkot Tikhapanyo, the monk byFearand ce of AIDS is why even they are blessed with kindness and relative |45 i Milwaukee, WI 53201

wlignmsthc AIDS hospice on the mdaymiﬁlandmostpeople ifected Peace Secial / Outdoces / B :
oCcia o oOrs ecrealion

Then they die, and others arrive to take

with the virus are shunned by family, s

of a Buddhist temple outside
friends and society as a whole, says

of Bang-

Eopbur,

a city 75 miles no:

1997 Al

by Joa Picciolo

"My health | = :
IS better B E
I've [-=
weight,

The HIV Health Clinic — In Milwaukee 414-225-1571

e Immune system monitoring * Dental care

* Mental health support & counseling

 Physical health assessments
* Medication management » Cooperative therapies
¢ I[mmunizations e STD diagnosis & treatment

e Clinical drug trials e Alcohol & drug counseling & treatment

ARCW also provides HIV counseling and testing, financial assistance, legal counsel, residential housing, rent and utility assistance, food, transportation and advocacy. Most
services are provided at no charge. Your confidentiality is always assured. For information on ARCW services outside of Milwaukee, call 800-358-3272 or www.arcw.org.

ARCW

AIDS RESOURCE CENTER OF WILSCONSIN

C’/c-n-uudtac( te gewr futute. 3
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Family Values; a Look at Pride and the
Unifying Power of Love

Commentary by Reverend Ted Berg

In pursuit of my bilities as a
minister, I recently traveled to Green g_lai
to baptize twin girls. Most ministers
about family and their value to society.
Many ministers never really define family
when speaking. Being a bit anal retentive,
1 decided to ponder the issue of what is a
family?

The dictionary defines it as: a funda-
mental social unit in society consisting of
a man and a woman and their offspring,
who share a common ancestry.

I thought of what was the essence of a
family? What held it together in good
times, as well as bad? What is the essen-
tial building block of the thing we call
family?

Like most people can attest to, it 1s a
simple word called love. Our Bible says,
"God is love. He, who abides m love,
abides m God." g

A family built on love has an mwvisible
member called God to protect it. Christi-
anity is based on the life of Jesus, who on
the day before He was to die, took His
friends together and shared the heart of
His teachings in two sentences: "Love one
another as I have loved you. No greater
love then a man (or woman) lay down his
(her) hife for a friend."

Now I took that ideal and looked at the
two families gathered with friends to bap-
tize Maya Basha and Sierra Ray. The
family members all brought a plate to
pass.

(I thought it was a LESBIAN Tradition
only.)

There were brothers and sisters, cousins,
aunts and uncles mothers and grand-
mother there to show their love by their
presents. The parents came from Polish
and Amencan Indian ancestry.

Maya and Sierra have a brother who was
a problem child in school and is now an
honors student, Dennis is even becoming
a Camp Counselor for disabled children.
He proudly shared the sign language he
leamed at the family celebration. His suc-
cess 18 due to the love he received from
his adoptive parents. No small part of his
triumph is he worked hard (o get there. It
was and is a cooperative effort, a family
endeavor for excellence, and thus took a
bit of time to achieve.

The godparents by example showed they
understood lo;rc. : rce have (ll)ecn inriovc-
partnerships for ears and one for 7
years. They were a b);l refreshing.

The parents had gone over all their re-
sponsibilities with them. I don't want you
to think I had a baptism at Ward and June
Cleaver of “Leave it to Beaver” fame.
They all had disagreements, fights and
stress but love tempered their hard times
mto something beautiful. It was a joy to
be there to celebrate. ‘

What is different about our family is the
parents are two men. Mark Madison tends
to be the stncter of the two. Lorretta La

Mour is the pussy cat of the couple, al-
though the vglumc of her \roiccu\?vas al-
ways to be reckoned with.

I knew [ was a part of the family when
the voice from on high mstructed me on
what she wanted done. I immediately
complied. Would you cross a Drag
Queen? Lorretta was Miss Gay Wisconsin
a few years ago.

June and Ward Cleaver didn't have god-
parents like Maya and Sierra have. Ted
and his lover, Aaron, were the first set of
godparents. Victoria with her lover, An-
nie, at her side was one of the second set
of ts. Joel was the last godparent,
with Neely O'Hare sharing his ﬁwcr‘s joy
at this special occasion.

Is everyone confused with the pronouns
I've m the last couple of sentences?
To sum it up, 3 Gay men and | Lesbian
were godparents to the twins.

The Religious Right would want all
three children to be placed back with their
biological parents or in a foster home, so
they wouldn't be tainted by our sexuality.

¢ truth is they were up for adoption
because the biological parent put them
there. A Foster Home is a joke. Would
they get more love than they have in Mark
and Lorretta's household? I think not!

When you hear the twins call Lorretta
mom and get very upset when she doesn't
respond at once, they scream her name till
she comes over. Lorretta is their mother.

Mark's eyes light up as do theirs when
they see one another. He is their father
and anyone can see the love if they're not
blinded by hatred.

Jesus cured the blind. My prayer is that
His love remove the scales of hate from
the eyes of the fundamentalist. Let us
evaluate people by the love they have and
not by what they may wear or who they
choose to love,

Let that same love define the American
Family, Let's shake the Religious Right a
bit more. The godparents also have a
family with their commitment to one an-
other first, then to the twins,

In closing I'd like to quote St. Paul from
the first letter to the Corinthians: A family
or "Love is patient; love is kind. Love is
not gealm 1t does not put on airs, it is not
snobbish. Love 1s never rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not prone to anger; neither
does it brood over injuries. Love does not
rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with
the truth. t’fhere is m:i'ts 11 it to love's for-
bearance, to its trust, , Its power (o
endure. Love never fai ."ope o

Let us evaluate le by the love the
have for ecach otherp.mp 3 3
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| HEARTLAND
REALTY CORPORATION ™

ROSINA J. WEISTER, nroker
6223 10th Avenue, Kenosha, W1 53143
Bus: (414) 657-6566 * Fax: (414) 657-6586
Specializing in Government Forcclosures
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE m

=

“Committed to Excellence”
If buying or selling Real Estate
i in your future,
then give me a call,

KeLLy W. CAUFFMAN
Home: 414/351-0117
Office: 414/482-9080

Premier Homes Realty

Rt

REALTOR® = MLS = Equal Housing

C. Michael Johnson

Homes/Duplex
Condos

Apartments
Investment Property

CMJ PROPERTY MANAGERS
AND REAL ESTATE SALES

(414) 454-0584

P.O. Box 71182
Milwaukee, WI 53211

BREUSCHER

A REALTOR THAT KNOWS YOUR LIFESTYLE!

Cheryl Fuchs

Realtor
OFFICE: 608-238-2272
HOME: 608-256-4400
FAX: 608-255-9944

5317 Old Middleton Road * Madison, WI 53715

DIRECTORY OF

PROFESSIONALS

(r'J Timothy Kuehne 1=

Paintings, Prints
Sculpture, Antiques
Purchased & Sold
Estate Sales
Appraisal Services

%‘] (414) 265-1305 F-S

Denis I. Jackson PHD
Psychotherapist
Licensed Psychologist

Relational and Individual Therapy

230 W. Wells Suite 309
Milwaukee, WI 53203

BRENDA LEWISON —l
Labor
Employment
Discrimination

Tenant’s Rights |

 414.287-1171

|
TECH SLIF'F'EIR'F'

#A winpows 95 H
INTERNET ¥ UPBRADES

Quick, affordable computer
technical support.
NEAL BRENARD

319-0081

‘414)276'8669 WW\\'_"KCFPI..I'LIH H|.'ll'l'l1'.irl.1
Call me for all your insurance needs
DISCOVERY & RECOVERY

CLINIC, INC.

DAWN KRUEGER, MSW, CICSW
Individual, Couple & Group Psychotherapy
8405 West Forest Home Ave = Suite 101
Gresanfield, Wl 53228
Phone (414) 427-4111, Ext. 33
Fax: (414) 427-4342
“Strength is knowing when to ask for help.”

e

“\

Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW
Psychotherapist

Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211

414 . 332.3331

L J

No Health Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers
Too Little? Want Economical Counseling?

Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D
Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counselor

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT:
2266 N. Prospect Ave., Ste. 206, Milw., Wi 53202
(414) 272-2427

135 M. Greenleaf Ave., Ste, 315
Gurnee, IL 60031 (Six Flags Area)

Iv’ .

“# |sthmus Psychotherapy

P and Psychiatry

Comprehensive mental health services —responsive
to the concerns of women, gays and lesbians.
Maureen A, Leahy, MD

Tamar Zick, MA

Chris Hall, MSSW, CICSW

Laurie A. Frost, PhD

222 South Bedford Street, Madison, W1 53703
(608) 256-6570

Fora

team
approach

to all

your

mental health
questions
turn to

PS.

Psychiatric Services

Michael Nagy, M.D.
Patrick Griffin, CICSW, BCD
3601 — 30th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53144

414-657-5200
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THE PANTHOFER AGENCY

626 East Ogden Avenue

Milwaukee, Wi 53202-2604

Off (414) 277-7772 = Fax (414) 277-1088

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH

BUSINESS INSURANCE
David Matta
BWO Insurance Group, LLC
Office: (414) 768-8100
Fax: (414) 768-8110

Scot Alauns

HAIR STUDIO

7004 West National Avenue
Milwaukee
(414) 774-8356
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Copied & Restored |

Theatrical :

Pets :

™

7405 West Harwood Ave. .
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Nine Wisconsinites Attend Log Cabin
National Convention in Washington

By James L. McFarland

Milwaukee—We have just retumed
from the annual Log Cabin Republicans
(LCR) national convention, held this year
m Washmpwn, D.C. It was the largest
meeting of Gay Republicans ever held
Over 300 Republican Lesbians and Gays
were in attendance, and Log Cabin Re-
publicans of Wisconsin was well repre-
sented with nine members attending.

We were treated to a number of nation-
ally known and respected in-
cluding Gay author Mich elo Si-
gnorile, former Wisconsinite and Gay ac-
tivist Jamie Nabozny, Senator lonse
D'Amato (R-NY), and Rep. Jim Kolbe
(R-AZ), the only openly Gay Republican
member of Congress.

The activities began with a briefing on
Capitol Hill held the moming after the
House GOP’s closed-door meeting fo-
cusing on the failed attempt to oust
Speaker Gingrich. We were privileged to
hear all about the meeting before much
reached the press from the following
members of Congress: Rep. Sherwood
Boehlert (R-NY), . Chns Shays (R-
CT), Rep. Brnian Bilbray (R-CA), Rep.
Connie Morella (R—MD&, . Rick Lazio
(R-NY), %Tﬁm g.rm‘op 11 (R-CA),
Rep. Sue llX (R-NY), . Jim
l(’}ic;cnwoud (R-PA), and Rep. Jon Fox (R-

They also discussed the budget deal,
AIDS funding, the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, and FDA reform.

At the that evening, Senator Al-
5 P B, et

0 co or
ozl:n;lqual rights and AIDS funding, and
gave an emotional speech about the dis-
Bl col's et iw age. o ok
a generation ago. He
of h.ig uncle, wl§0 an, 'cizetf his name to
find employment, and his father who kept
his name and suffered discrimination.

Drawing a parallel to Lesbians and Gays
who face the choice between the closet
and coming out, he reiterated his support
for allowing Lesbians and Gays to serve
aixmly in the military and for the Em-
P l(l)lyc:]z;aelzlnt_ Nun—%s:alnmmaum Act, of
W e is an orl COSPONSOT.

Senator D’ Amato represents somethin,
that is still unusnal in Washington, D.C.
(though not so unusual here in Wiscon-
sin): a conservative, pro-life Republican
who opposes discrimination a Les-
bians and Gays. Members of Log Cabin
Regubhcans were pleased to raise around
$10,000 for Senator D’ Amato’s reelection
campaign.

Noted author Michelangelo Signorile
spoke to us during a lun about his
latest book LIFE OUTSIDE: The Si-

orile Report om Gay Men: Se

g’ugs, Muscles and the Passages of
Life--a critigue of the Gay circuit party
culture and its consequences for the Gay
community, as well as a celebration of
those who have formed monogamous re-
lationships and have settled down outside
the party atmosphere that pervades the
community.

In his speech, Signorile wamed that the
Gay and Lesbian community must con-
front the problems which created this sub-

culture, and work to prevent a surge m
HIV infection and drug addiction among
the next generation of Gay men.
State Rep. Chuck Carpenter (R-OR), the
openly Gay legislator who shut down the
gon House to force a vole on an em-
ployment non-discrimination bill, ac-
cepted the Lb(;ll} Leaderslnc p Awa;goi! th?
convention . Carpenter e o
the long days sg‘mje: lannmg and execut-
ing his strategy for Oregon A i the
state House, and the impact that the expe-
rience had on hi y.
Youth activist—and Gay

ublican—
Jamie Nabozny ac the Courage of
Lincoln Award for his successful fight

the Ashland, Wisconsin public
school district which permitted anti-Gay
harassment and abuse against him when
he was a student.
e Wl fsos fhcienesy etiins o)

¢ touring the co on
his fight s intolerance for bgmg
Gay, he has faced intolerance from Lesbi-
ans and Gays over the fact that he is Re-
publican.

The keynote address was given by Con-
gressman Jim Kolbe (R-AZ), the only
openly Gay GOP Congressman, who de-
livered his first speech before a national
Gay and Lesbian organization. He spoke
movingly of the events leading to his
coming out last year, telling the story of a

istinguished career m iC service as a
leader on a wide array of issues faced with
the prospect of a smmplified label: “the
Ga%: Congressman’ ; o S Sas

“I was simply reasserting myself as the
Congressman E‘um Arizona’s Fifih Dis-
trict, the acknowledged Republican leader
for free trade and open markets, the new
advocate of Social Security reform, the
pn‘:ipanmt of less government, lower taxes
and more individual re it

g:lbe said. “Oh bf;jﬂa ed to be a
person too. Yy was not--
a;utf is not today--my dcﬁmgng persona.”

Kolbe also out his vision for the
Lesbian/Gay movement for the first time
in a public forum. Bringing the crowd to
its feet several times, he excoriated both
the Gay Left and its control of the move-
ment’s direction, and the fundamentalist
Christian movement within the Republi-
can Party.

“We must not let the religious funda-
mentalists llllsc ‘morality’ as a cudgel
agamst us,” he emphasized.

But he also a&fd, “Why are [Gay
Democrats, who are] committed to ex-
ﬁmldmg ovemment control over our

ves m housing and education, who
would nibble at our freedom through use
and abuse of the tax code and regulatory
system--why, how, are they presumed to
speak for Gay rights?

“What distortion of the defimition of
freedom and liberty has given them unfil-
tered access to the megaphone to trumpet
the views of Gays?” Kolbe asked.

“Why are the ones committed to ex-
panding government control over our lives
m housing and education—why, how, are
they presumed to speak for Gay rights?"

"We are a mimonty within the Republi-
can Party when we think of ourselves as
Gays," Kolbe said. "But when we other

Log Cabin Republicans Praise Rep. Porter’s
Leadership in AIDS Funding Fight

Milwaukee—Log Cabin blicans
applauds Rep. John Porter (R-IL) for the
$132 million increase he has steered
through his subcommittee for the Ryan
White CARE Act’s AIDS Drug Assis-
tance Program.

“Chairman Porter has shown true hu-
manitarian leadership where the Clinton
Administration has only offered lofty
thetoric,” observed Richard Tafel, execu-
l(:i[\‘rg lgirector of Log Cabin Republicans

Porter, chaimman of the House La-
bor/HHS appropriations subcommittee,
and the Republican controlled subcom-
mittee, approved a $132 million increase
for the S Drug Assistance Program.

The AIDS Drug Assistance Program in
Ryan White Title II is in crisis around the
nation as more patients are seeking access
to a combination of breakthrough drugs.
Many states have eﬂil?er stopped ag:cepﬁ
new patents mto roglam Or Iy
lotteggs for determjn%g who wi]lpl{l’a\re
access to the drugs because of a lack of
funding.

Despite this crisis, the Clinton Admini-
stration shocked the AIDS community by
offering no increase for the AIDS Drug
Assistance Program. It was incumbent
upon Log Cabin Republicans to work with
the Republican Labor/HHS appropriations
subcommittee to secure the necessary in-

crease in funding. _ : !

Praising the subcommittee’s action, Jim
Driscoll, national AIDS policy advisor to
the Log Cabin AIDS Policy Institute, ob-
served: “Many politicians would have
used the Clinton Administration’s lack of
leadership on AIDS as an excuse not to
increase the Ryan White CARE Act’s
funding. In what many have dubbed a
“do-nothing” Congress, Chairman Porter
has really done something important that
will literally save lives.” S

Tafel, Log Cabin’s executive director,
agreed: “Who would have believed a few
years ago that Republicans would be
teaching Democrats a lesson about com-
passion for people with AIDS. The only
thing worse than the Clinton Administra-
tion's lack of leadership on this issue is
the lack of criticism against the White

House from AIDS and Gay organizations
Evho have so visibly supported this Presi-
ent.”
Log Cabin blicans was the only
Lesbian/Gay or on to testify this
year before the Labor/HHS appro-

priations subcommittee in support of ap-
propriate AIDS funding. ‘ _

R has been lobbying Republicans m
Congress to ensure proper access to the
new breakthrough therapies for all Ameri-
cans, which is the organization’s number
one AIDS funding priority.

Americans who won't be identified with a
party, all those who do not want the gov-
emment telling them what to do, then we
are a majority. When we understand this
simple fact and act like majority Republi-
cans, we will win."

The convention ended with the adoption
of resolutions calling for the GOP to re-
move anti-Gay planks form the party plat-
form and for state legislatures to repeal
antiquated sodomy laws. Deleg,:rtfhs] also
voted to commend the GOP leadership on
AIDS funding and advancing employment
non-discrimination legislation, and called
on “non-partisan” national Gay and Les-
bian organizations to endorse Senator Al-
fonse D’ Amato and Senator Arlen Specter
(R-PA) for re-election in 1998,

One resolution on abortion rights, which
engendered considerable debate, called on
the GOP *to officially take a neutral
stance on the issue of choice”. S Tters
of the resolution made it clear that its pas-
sage would not alter LCR’s neutral posi-
tion on abortion, and that the organization
would continue to be y inclusive of

ro-choice and pro-life Lesbians and
ays.

This was a fitting statement for an or-
ganization which has dedicated itself to

Building the Big Tent” within the Re-

publican Party, and LCR activists came
away from the convention re-energized
and ready to continue that fight,

Same-Sex Marriage
Coming Sooner than
Many Think, Lawyer
Says

Denver—Gays and Lesbians may be
able to obtain civil marriage licenses
alongside heterosexual couples sooner
than many think, said an expert attending
the Colorado Bar Association convention.
_"Some state is going to go first, most
likely Hawaii, in issuing same-sex Ii-
censes, and some states will respect and
honor it, while others won't, starting
waves of litigation," said lawyer Evan
Wolfson, who successfully argued the first
same-sex challenge before the Hawaii Su-
preme Court.

At a workshop Thursday, August 7,
Wolfson said the issue would likely carve
the United States into a patchwork in
which a couple could get arrested after
crossing certam state borders.

That's how it used to work with divorce,
he said.

Wolfson said people used to go to Ne-
vada to get divorced, but later leamed
their divorce was not recognized in their
hoch state. y 2 :

“But we're gomg to get to the point
where everybo%yl'sngcitim%lslﬁp and I':‘1)21.1‘-
riage is treated equally," he said.

olfson compared the same-sex mar-
gia%e issue to other once-banned umions,
including post-divorce remarriage and in-
terracial marriage.

The California Supreme Court was the
first to strike down prohibitions on inter-
racial marriages in 158. )

"It took another 20 years for interracial
marriage to get to the U.S. Supreme
Court," Wolfson said.
: \glolfsg%tn said samet;escx coupil‘es‘gmﬁwqm the
egal right to marry because of significant
hﬂg[leﬁts, mcluding tax breaks, in-
surance coverage, child cusu?g;} rights,

hbem' g counted as family when visit-

ev
e f995, Comgr lawmakers twice

have killed bills to void same-sex mar-
riages sealed m other states. Althou
there is not an office anywhere in the U.S.
that ;ssuez Smamnge ;lquc?ﬁﬁhl: same-sex

es, states y have passed
m to ban or nullify such unions.

A move to do the same thing in Wiscon-
sin, passed the Assembly, but stalled in
OV oithon and stioth represen

olfson another attome t
three Hawaii couples denieﬁ licenses
when they tried to get married.

The couples and in 1993 the state
supreme court said the denial violated
therr constitutional guarantee of equal
protection.

The Hawaii Supreme Court sent the case
back to state court, saying the state must
stop discriminating or show a reason why

they should continue to deny same-sex [

marriage licenses. )

At tnal, the state lost, and a judge or-
dered the Iﬁoveml_nem to stop discrimi-
nating on the basis of sex when issuing
marriage licenses.

The case is before the state supreme
court again, and Wolfson is ﬁhnf the
same case on behalf of several couples in
Vermont.

More than 700 attomeys are attending
the Colorado Bar Association Convention,
which continues through Saturday.

het®  CololoNsloC

1240 East Brady Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

414-272-2144

ANONYMOUS HIV ANTIBODY TESTS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
By appointment

BESTD MEN'S CLINIC

STD Diagnosis and Treatment
Tuesdays 6-8:30 pm » Walk-In

BESTD WOMEN’S CLINIC
1st and 3rd Thursday (Monthly)
6—8:30 pm ¢ Walk-In

SUPPORT GROUPS
For Gay HIV+ Men and Their Partners

HIV EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Call for information

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17
RED CORVETTE * 9:30 pm to 12:30 am

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20
TRIANGLE * 9pmio 12 am

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26
CLUB 219 « 9pmto 12 am

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
LACAGE + 10 pmto 1 am

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
AFTERWORDS BOOKSTORE
710 10 pm

Gei Tested

Pick ﬁa,;feur Results

Volunteers serving the community since 1974
Call for information or to make appointments
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Politically Speaking

Homophobia Is With Us in Many Forms

By Bill Meunier

The other day | was sing some of
my favorite sites on the Internet and I
came across an item about a columnist by
the name of Bill Morrison. Morrison
wriles for the Rolla (Missouri) Daily
News.

It scems that Morrison wrote a column
about the Cunanan episode. In this col-
umn Morrison writes "Cunanan's killing
spree involved homosexual people he
&rftl)ubabl had had past relationships with.

ich leads me to wonder, where's the
downside to this story?" ‘

Morrison goes on to conclude his col-
umn by saving "On reflection, I believe
what happened was for the best. Cunanan
is dead and he took along several people
who were ulumately contnbuting to the
erosion of the moral state of the country."

Before you rail about how such hate
filled rhetoric is to expected from the
South consider what happened durning the
Anti-Gay Marmiage heanngs in Wausau
carlier this year. )

‘When a right wing bigot from Wiscon-
sin got up and publicly called for the exe-
cution of Gays and Lesbians, he has con-
fvralulawd on his statement by some of his
clow bigots.

Furthermore not one member of the Re-
publican majority at that hearing said one
word to him tl)}li:iiccling to what he just
said. The official record includes his call
for our deaths and the silence of the ma-
jority party.

Now if | were to prnt this individual’s
name and address and suggest that he be
summarily dispatched from this life, this
column could well end up being discussed
on nearly every Right Wing Chnstian
talk show 1n the country.
~Yet the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
in reporting on that hcarmi mentioned the
boomg that took place when this person
shared his beliefs, but said nothing about
his call for our public exccutions. It was
if our booing this man because he called
for our s was some kind of outra-
geousact.

I was thinking about those two things

Lesbian Avengers
Plan Day Out at Six

Flags America

Chicago—Chicago Lesbian Avengers is
calling for “A Day Out” at Six Flags
Great America in Gumee, Illinois on Sun-
day, September 7. The group and all who
wish to join in will meet at the reflecting
pool mn front of the double-decker carou-
sel at Noon.

Lesbian Avengers is contacting groups
of all types: Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgendered, people living with AIDS,
leather and others. They are contacting
churches, family organizations, social
groups, activist groups, bars, newspapers,
and radio. They hope that this event will
be an opportunity for many types to come
together for a day of fun.

or more information, call Ql?.} 409-
3705; orctndh kes ¢ morn MageNet.com
Candle Light Vigil

The Lesbian Avengers will be having a
candle light vigil in remembrance of Cai-
tiec Mahoney at the Belmont Rocks on
Friday, August 22™, at 8:00 p.m.

MnI‘{oney was a founding member of the
Baltimore, _chapter of Lesbian
Avengers. She was killed i a triple mur-
der at a coffee shop in the W glon,
D.C. area.

and then 1 thought about the treatment that
Tammy Baldwin 1s receiving m the Madi-
son area press. In reporting on her bid for
Congress, the Madison area papers refer
to her as "the Lesbian candidate.

Of course they don't refer to her oppo-
nents as "the heterosexual candidates."
Apparently the State Journal and the
Capital Times think that what some peo-
ple do m the bedroom should be private

If Ll?eﬂ;rei's dodmmﬂg:tbﬁ'ick Phelps

ound out en-
gaged m S & M sex with animals would
they call him the "heterosexual S & M
candidate.?" ;

While mulling these things over, I re-
ceived a phone call from a member of
Milwaukee's Common Council. This Al-
derperson told me that the ;&}posal o

t Domestic Partnership benefits to
y and Lesbian City employees would
probably not Lm.:,s )
1zLd\nr.as told befthe I?hck of msl;lle organ-
i support before the 's mtro-
duction was to blame. I.gigrp(} found out
that several alderman including James
Witkowiak, whose district includes a large
number of Gays and Lesbians along with
a number of Gay businesses, have said
témt s1sneu. the tattlzh d(x:sndo ‘El mg&ime
ame Sex marriages they don ey
should either,

Excuse me, earth to Witkowiak, that's
why we need Domestic Partnership legis-
lation. Get a clue okay guy?

You may be wondering what all of these
things have to do with each other. I can
answer i one word, homophobia.

Like other evils, Homophobia takes all
sorts of forms. It is pervasive m our soci-
ety.

The statements by the newspaper col-
umnist and the man at the Wausau are ex-
treme examples of it. But that doesn't ex-
cuse those who practice it in more moder-
ate doses either by ignormg it as the
Journal Sentinel and those ublicans
did, by W&F to find justifications for it as
Alderman Witkowiak has, or pandermg to
it like the Madison pa do.

In ignoring the for our executions,
The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and
the Republicans on the Assembly's Chil-
dren's and Family Services Committee

ve that call their sanction. As Edmund

urke once said "The only thing neces-
sary for the tmiumph of evil is that good
men do nothing.”

The Madison media does or should
know that Tammy Baldwin's sexual ori-
entation has nothing to do with her quali-
fications to be in Congress. But men-
tioning it stirs things up so the papers go
ahead and pander to the bigots.

I would agree with those who say that
more work should have been done m ad-
vance of introducing a Domestic Partner-
ship ordinance m Milwaukee, But | won't
fa]lpimo the trap of blaming the victims of
oppression for failing to properly address
the situation.

The fact is that Witkowiak and others on
the Common Council should support,
Dcé:;l&t‘lic l_’a:mlegas:xip _ batgeﬁ!z}]futih?f a
moral certainty it is the o gto
do, regardless of anything else that may
have or may not have been done.

All the smokescreens they can come up
won't change the basic fact that they are
unwilling to treat us y.

So they will cast their votes against fair-
ness. ey will deny their bigotry and
moan about being called homophobes, but
mcmﬁlyismnisaﬁﬂcmqyrichlﬁdc-
:glrve because they brought it on -

ves.

You may wonder what all of this has to

do with you. In Green Bay an AIDS ac-

tivist was found dead m a hotel room. A
couple of weeks later man putting up
AIDS Walk posters was attacked. In
Marshal Wisconsin, a Gay café owner
was killed. In a Madison Gay bar, two
men who were trying to convince patrons
to come to an after hours party were over-
heard privately talking about the beatings
that would administered to those who ac-
cepted the mvite. )

You never can tell for certain when you
may be the vicum of one of these acts of
physical homophobia. It is the little acts,
the moderate doses that make the ex-
tremes seem to be acceptable to the
warped minds that foist them upon us.
ha?:df]:ﬂ,andﬁﬂ of us, 3 premopslymsmpll

speak out an against the in-
sidious hate, hnmmeheligisnwded.

We can start by calling on the members
of the Milwaukee Common Council to en-
sure faimess but that won't be

Yes we mneed more the letters to the
editors of various papers around the state.
S e s i, o fhily g
at er €, y
and in the workplace. We nees'at’(i}lm
our case, we need to speak to America

one at a time.
Emm was right.
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EVER- EXPANDING AwD IN-
CREASIMGLY BRUTAL QuésT
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ANTALL, LET ME TEL You A THI
o Two ABJT Howl B)& Buj1
NEST wokks, ST oF AU, WY
POUGH TACK, You CAN PROVE
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775 At THAT SATURATED FAT.
CLOGS THE NEURAL TRANS-

HRL to Sponsor
Media Workshop

Milwaukee—The Human Rights
League (HRL) along with Progressive
Milwaukee, 1s co-sponsoring a Media
Activism Workshop on September 6
from 9:00 am. to 5:00 pm. at the
UWM Student Umion, 2200 E. Ken-
wood Blvd. The workshop, led by Rob-
ert Bray, will cover the basics of media
relations including: press releases, me-
dia contacts, press conferences, tactics,
media damage control, on-camera
soundbite interview practice, handling
media problems and more.

Bray, presently of the Institute of Al-
temative Journalism and formerly the
Public Relations Director for the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force, will
lead a highly interactive, activist
friendly seminar. You need not be an
established media activist to participate
inthiswoﬂssht:ﬂ.e il

The cost of the workshop, which m-
cludes food, is $10. Advance registra-
tion only. Send check made out to HRL
to: Media Activism Workshop, c¢/o
HRL, P.O. Box 92674, Milwaukee, WI
53202-0674.

Coming August 31 . ..

The Wisconsin Light’s
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PREVIEW GUIDE

With all the information
you need to know about
Wisconsin’s premiere fine arts groups
and venues.

A service to our readers.
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The Wisconsin Light
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As Many as Five Serial Killers Stalking Gay
Men Believed Still At Large

San Francisco—Andrew Cunanan's sui-
cide halted one of the nation's most lurid
cases of serial murder. But from New Jer-
sey to Virginia to Texas, the slayings of as
many as 30 Gay men or transvestites,
which activists believe are the work of
five serial killers, remain unsolved.

In some cases, investigators have been
hindered by lack of resources and, some
allege, lack of interest.

"What's the difference between my son
and Versace? Money and notorety, If
you've got money and fame, it's going to
get solved," says Donna Smith, whose 18-
vear-old son's strangled body was found
10 ago in Chesa mi

peake, Vir g
y ith, who now lives in Ct)%g:!l.a Flor-
1da, does not believe her son, Charles, was
Gay, although he frequented the Gay
scene, as did most of the 11 victims who
followed him in death.

She watched the Cunanan chase i south
Florida with fascination and with anger
that the Virginia serial killer has not been
sought with the same fervor as the man
suspected in the murders of fashion de-
signer Gianni Versace and four other men.

All the vicims were seen as expend-
able," Smith says of the murders linked to
her son's slaying. "' They labeled them as
Gays and dru\%gws. so nobody cared."

Activists o track wviolent crimes
aganst Gay men and Lesbians acknowl-

e some police departments, even the
FBI, are bcgmn.in.% to reach out to the Ga
community to build trust and understan

ing.
“On the local level, many of us have
see}loday—and-mgmjchfgnegest the last five
to 10 years," says Jeffrey Montgomery, a
for the Michigan Anti-

iolence Project. ''In Detroit, for exam-
le, there's been a 180-degree change in
pthc way they handle cases, from very,
very, very badly to extremely efficient and

The Cunanan
Tragedy May Teach
Us to Come Together

Commentary by Jim Mangia

As with every tragic situation of such
magnitude, the Andrew Cunanan murder
spree and his suicide under
pressure from the “better late than never”
manhunt, raises many more questions than
it answers. The bizarre transformation of
one human m (who went from a
popular, well-li figure in San Diego’s
Gay community—to a murderer of Gay

le), coupled with the violent deaths
of five other human bem§s. leaves many
of us wondering about how this could
have happened. y would Cunanan do
such a thing?

The Gay community was lraumatized
and fearful in the midst of the manhunt.
Many of us in West Hollywood were
looking over our shoulders before we
opened our front doors. The Gay commu-
nities of Miami and San Diego were even
more alert. There was a great deal of an-

er about the insufficient attention paid to
lghe Cunanan case before the Versaci mur-
der by law enforcement authorities.
America got to see first hand how the pni-
orities ulg law enforcement can be im-
paired by homophobia.

While the 1:11edjamstcn.s;za.l:iﬁlizedf ltlI:e
story, one unreport -product o e
m?edy was that for a l_}bge moment, Gay
and straight communities came together.
Unified public pressure was brought to
bare to catch Cunanan, and the (unfortu-
nately) normal nift between y and
straight was briefly overcome.

The non-sensational 10on raised by
this tragic situation btljl . ether it opens
an rmity to more un -
mgmm Gay and straight America?
Are violence and tragedy the only circum-
stances that will bring pe‘gﬁule together
these days? As a Gay political leader who
works everyday to build bridges between
Gay and straight America, I consistently
ask myself and others what needs to ha
pen in this co to close the gap. Is
there opportunity for greater growth and
understanding between Gay and straight
America? What would it entail?

Ironically, the Cumanan trage_ii_g may
have shown us a bit of the way. The Gay
community—which has shaped its politic
by emphasizi its differences with
straight America, (and ended isolated as a
result)—found itself emphasizing its
commonality with the rest of America,
and we became closer for it. Perhaps there
is a lesson here for all Americans to learn.

Editor’s Note: The writer is a Gay ac-
tivist in California and the national Sec-
retary of the Reform Party.

mll
gOlller activists, however, remam frus-
trated and say it still takes pushing to get
many officers to take seriously any crimes
involving Gay victims, even homicides.

"' Gay-related cases aren't popular cases.
And whether it's ignorance or homopho-
bia, it's a big problem," asserts Bea -
son, director of client services for the
Anti-Violence Project in New York.

The possible serial killings include the
1994 stabbing deaths of three Gay men
Irving, Texas; the shooting deaths, from
1987 to 1992, of six Atlanta men dressed
m women's clothing; and the 1992 stab-
bing deaths of four men who were last
seen i Denver Gay bars, according to
Anti-Violence Project statistics and news-
paper accounts. Nl

Hanson has also helped police link at
least three murders in the New York met-
ropolitan area, although she thinks as
many as five may have been killed from
1991 through 1994. :

Four of the victims were last seen m
Manhattan Gay bars. Their bodies, hacked
to pieces, were dumped in New Jersey,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Rockland
County, just north of New York City. The
laller stuffed one man's body into a trash
barrel and left his hands and head m plain
si%nt on top of the lid.

o date, police have no suspects. But
investigators reject the suggestion they
treat murders of Gay people differently.
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" That would be a real cheap shot," says
Detective S%. Glenn Miller of the New
Jersey State Police. “"That's like saying an
aiency wouldn't investigate the death of a
Black person as much as they'd mvesti-
gate the death of a white person."

Miller, who has worked on the killings
with police in New York, Pennsylvania
and Connecticut, says he has 300 un-
solved homicides in his files and all carry
the Isame \\éeight.

“It's a dead son," Miller says. ™'l
don't care what lﬁcir lifestyle was." I

In the Virginia cases, one man was ac-
quitted for Charles Smith's murder and
another is in custody for the slaying of the
12th victim in 1994,

Law enforcement officials in Virginia
defend their investigation as vehemently
as Miller does his.

""We have thousands of hours logged on
this," says Officer Dave Hughes, a
spokesman for the Chesapeake Police De-
partment. “'Ii's been an all-out effort. It's
Just a difficult case."

Community Activists Wary.

When Shirley Lesser, executive director

bombing of an Atlanta Lesbian bar this
year because explosives were used.

In June, President Clinton devoted one
of his weekly radio talks to hate crimes
and specifically cited violence against
Gay people. The White House has sched-
uled a conference on hate crimes for No-
vember,

Activists expect Sen. Edward Kennedy,
D-Mass., and other members of Congress
to mtroduce an amendment to the federal
hate crimes law after the August recess. It
would include sexual orientation, disabil-
ity and gender, all classifications now un-
protected by that law,

Nmeteen states and the District of Co-
lumbia have sexual orentation protec-
tions: Anzona, California, Connecticut,
Delaware, Flonda, Illinois, lowa, Maine,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ne-
vada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Ore-
gon, Utah, Vemmont, Washington and
Wisconsin,

"'People may disagree or agree about
homosexuality," says Winnie Stachelberg,
legislative director for the Human Rights

of Virginians for Jusice, a Gay advocacy acihgros o WESEonbased Gay po
orgamization, was a e thought a0 ere's no place for violence against

police response had improved over time,

she replied, *"In the incidents that we have

had, whether it involves murder or hGE‘:ar

assment or property damage against

ggople. I don't know of any case that hai
en solved through police effort.”

Some Gays think the FBI should get in-
volved in the murders, but federal law
limits FBI jurisdiction. They could pursue
Cunanan, for example, because he fled
across state lines. They worked un the

anyone."

See Us On the
Internet

http:// www. Wilight.com
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our bodies. our friends. of families. our lives.
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Take Pride. End AIDS.

For more information call, 800-334-AIDS.

Brought to you by the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin in cooperation with Gay men from throughout the state. ARCW
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Free Flow of Safe Sex Thought Stopped in

Sex Education Classes

Commentary by Patricia Conklin

The U.S. federal govemment has pre-
sented its united but disquieted states with
a killer idea: that they must not mention
condoms or any other birth control de-
vices in public school classes. The singu-
lar "technology of control” m sex educa-
tion is to be mstead an unworkable, unre-
alistic methodology: abstinence.

Congress has temptmgly offered to dis-
tribute $250,000 far and wide if America's
state school boards will agree to teach ab-
stinence only.

This offer, to their great misfortune, has
been seized upon by nearly every hand-
out-ready state, each eager to enter mto a
bad bargan that spells rampant discase
and death to the 1gnorant.

Young Pcuph: who are at war with their
biological urges are, hereafter, to be given
no trusty weapons should their much
vaunted front-line of  defense--
abstinence—fail them m daily expen-
ences. Not only disease but, without the
technologies of protection, the undeclared
war agamst teen pregnancy is also at
stake.

For the sake of mposing fundamentalist
religious control over all reproductive
matters, politicians at the service of re-
ligious 1deologues are willing to risk the
lives of America’s children. They stand
ready to enforce, even with increases in
terminal diseases or spates of unwanted
pregnancies, their pleasure-denying sex-
control programs.

"Would that nature” would "sign on" to

such a plan sighs Deborah Mathus, ams;yu-
dicated columnist. "Children need mfor-

mation," she writes, "as much as we can

give them. It’s a nmgle out there."

It appears to Mathis and (o many others
that no educational programs that are
worth their salt leave untutored teens
without prerequisite knowledge as to how
to administer vital self-protection in mat-
ters of sex. |

Surely no one would want 1o object to
the teaching of abstinence as preferable
for teens, but since hormonal energies So
often win out over religious ideology--and
they do-- teaching abstmence alone leaves
youth in significant peril while educators
fal to mention condoms-4echnology's
first line of defense— during the penetra-
tive sex act— against death-dealing bodily
invaders.

Volers must understand that their repre-
sentatives in the Congress are foolishly
spending tax moneys collected m order to
promote a deranged anti-sexual religious
fantasy, Each school board that accepts
promotional moneys to support this fan-
tasy strikes a bad bargam, one that will
reap despair and havoc in their communi-
ties as school officials preside over hay-
wire transmissions of STDs and HIV m-
fections.

Benighted 20th century primitives in
fundamentalist sheep's attire wall, because
they have compromised with the equiva-
lent of religious witchdoctory, live to
pamfully watch many of their offspnng
perish as a result.

Study Shows HIV/AIDS is Growing Among

Young People of Color

Madison—According to documents
supplied by the AIDS Network from the
National Association of Pcople with
AIDS, the face of AIDS in America is
changng.

SAGE Milwaukee To
Offer Bereavement

Sessions

Milwaukee—SAGE Milwaukee (Senior
Action in a Gay Environment), a group of
persons of all ages whose major thrust is
toward older Gays, Lesbians and Bisexu-
als, is planning to offer to the entire
LGBT community, regardless of age, a
bercavement suppont group beginning in
September. Has someone close o you
passed away; a {amily member, a good
friend, a lover? Don’t try to deal with
your sense of loss and grief alone. Sharing
your feelings with others who are expen-
encing the same feelings can be helpful.

SAGE’s sessions will be led by Arlene
Kochman, MSW, formerly the Executive
Director of SAGE New York. Kochman
has successfully led many bereavement
support groups for Gays and Lesbians.
Her program consists of twelve 2 hour
sessions covering a different area each
week.

Call the SAGE line at (414) 271-0378 if
you would like to register. There are no
charges for this new service to the com-
munity,

It's a réungcr (13-25 years) 1ace man u
used to be. It’s more likely to be a face of
color than it used to be. And more and
more people with HIV and AIDS are from
areas outside major cities.

Through December of 1996, the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) had received
reports of 581,429 cases of AIDS. Almost
50%--287,576 were men whose sole re-
ported risk category was that they had sex
with other men (MSM). Although the
proportion of adult/adolescent AIDS cases
who are MSM, has declined to 50% of
54,653 men reported in 1996, MSMs con-
tinue to account for the largest proportion
of reported cases.

(The term MSM mcludes all men who
have sex with men, whether or not they
dentify as Gay or Bisexual.)

MSM comprise an even higher propor-
tion of total AIDS cases when MSM who
also inject drugs are included.

Among MSM with no other repo
nsk factor, 10,485 were 13 to 24
at the tme of their AIDS diagnosis.

Men of Color

MSM of color in the US are dispropor-

tionately affected by the HIV epidemic.

the end of December, 1996, the cu-
mulative racial/ethnic distribution of
AIDS cases among MSM is as follows:

White men, 65%: African-American
men, 20%; Latino men, 13%; Asian-
Pacific Islander men, 1%.

These percentages for AIDS cases
among MSM of color are significantly
higher than the representation of men of

ted
rs-old

CONGRATULATIONS!

AFFILIATED
MORTGAGE

& FINANCIAL CORPORATION

We congratulate you on your recent move up to
Shorewest Realty in Shorewood (formally known
as Wauwatosa Realty). Your tradition of excellence
in service to your clients will continue to set new
standards in the real estate industry.

color m the overall on.
rends

Overall numbers of AIDS cases am
MSM also hides the risk for young MSM.
By December, 1994, the total number of
AIDS cases reported mmm% ung MSM
was 8,527. By December, 1996, this num-
ber had risen by 22% with 1,918 new
AIDS cases reported among young MSM
in the two year, 1995-1996 penod.

Among Adolescents

The number of AIDS cases reporied
each year among US adolescents (13-19
years) has increased from | case in 1981
to 2,754 cases in 1996. HIV/AIDS is the
sixth leading cause of death among 15 to
24 year-olds m the US. k

Among adolescents reported with AIDS,
older teens, males, and racial and ethnic
minorities are disproportionately affected.

Jack H.

However the proportion of temales among

US adolescent AIDS cases has almost tni-
pled—from 14% m 1987 to 37% of re-
ported cases m 1996.

CDC studies conducted every 2 years in
high schools (grades %-12) consistently
indicate that by the 12" grade, approxi-
mat:ll{ % of high school students have had
sexual intercourse; less than half report
consistent use of latex condoms, and
about 1/5 have had more than four life-
time sex partners.

Tell Your Friends That
You Read All About it

in The Wisconsin Light

Smith

Office: 414-962-4413
Home/Voice Mail: 414-224-1452
Office Fax: 414-962-1132

Home Fax: 414-224-0041
E-Mail: JHSmith@Execpc.com
Web Site: www.jackhsmith.com

DYNAMITE EASTSIDE HOME!
Bright, beautiful Mediterranean perfect for family
or entertaining! Well-maintained, spacious, with 4
bedrooms, plus 3 floor. 2 fireplaces, updated
kitchen, den, sunroom! $275,000 (#42055)

COUNTRY LIVING NEAR HOLY HILL!
Fabulous retreat on a wooded hilltop overlooking
pond. Beamed, cathedral great room with fireplace,
fireplace in master, sunroom. 80 ft* deck, hot tub,
and beach to enjoy! $259,000 (#42035)

FOR THE SOPHISTICATED!

Spectacular 3 bedroom ranch tucked in a secluded,
very wooded corner of New Berlin! Architect-
designed with fabulous amenities and gorgeous
landscaping. An impressive, open concept home!
$249,900 (#5104)

FALL IN LOVE!

Newly listed Tudor with a beautifully land-
scaped, fenced yard! The Old World charm you
love in natural woodwork, built-ins, and leaded
glass. Delightful sunroom! $89,900 (#42065)

WOODED LOT IN WILLAURA!

Spacious 3 bedroom Ranch on a very private lot in
Brookfield. Cathedral living room with Lannon stone
fireplace, hardwood floors, and slate foyer. Large
windows bring the outdoors in! $257,000 (#42045)

SHOREWOOOD MEDITERRANEAN!
Brick exterior with the red tile roof and generous
fenced yard! 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home has living
room with hardwood floor,2 fireplaces, bright
family room, rec room. $184,900, (#42015)

Call Jack Now!

Northshore Office: 962-4413
Direct: 961-8314 x 199
Home/Voice Mail: 224-1452

www.jackhsmith.com
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Big Labor Day Weekend Of Events
On Tap Throughout Wisconsin

By Dusty Sass

| certainly hope that you haven't been
partied out by all of the great happenings
this summer. We've had the Milwaukee
Classic, the Madison Pride Weekend, the
20" Anniversary Season of Milwaukee's
Saturday Softball Beer League, tons of
parties, shows, pageants and more things
than even | can remember. (Okay so all
those drinks at all those events didn't help
the memory any)

Nonetheless as your official Party Time
Keeper, it is my duty to remind you that it
ain't over. Nope, nada, nil. The Summer
of '97 rages on and the Labor Day
weekend is going fo be just fantastic.

On tap are two Pride celebrations, a
second national Gay Softball Tournament
in Milwaukee, two huge block parties in
Milwaukee plus all the other stuff that

happens on Labor Day weekend.

So if you don't think there is anything to
look forward to, take off that blind fold
honey and get ready, because the big
send off to Summer may even be just as
good as everything that came before it.

The Mist Tournament

For the first time ever, the Midwest
Invitational Softball Tournament will be
hosted by Milwaukee's SSBL. MIST is a
joint project of Gay leagues in Milwaukee,
Cleveland, Detroit and Columbus.

Teams from around the country and
Canada will compete against each other in
two divisions. All told there will be 28
teams of hunky men to look at, | mean fine
athletes to cheer for.

The toumey starts on Saturday August
3;1t and runs through Sunday September
1

Superior - Duluth Celebrate Pride On

Labor Day Weekend

Superior --The Duluth-Superior Les-Bi-
Gay-Trans Community will celebrate Pride
on Labor Day Weekend, August 29th
through September 1st.

The Celebration kicks off on Friday eve-
ning, August 28th, with a Cormmunity-wide
Pride Bonfire on the beach at Wisconsin
Point in Superior Wisconsin.

The bon fire will be hosted by Aurora: A
Northland Lesbian Center and will begin at
dusk. For more information on the Pride
Bonfire, contact Aurora at 218-722-4903.

Also on Friday evening, J.T.'s Bar and
Grill, located at 1506 North 3rd Street in
Superior, will be hosting a Pride Button
Night. From 9pm until closing, all drinks
will be 60 cents off for all those wearing a
D-S GLBT Pride Button.

Pride buttons may be purchased at JT's,
the Trio Bar, the Main Club and other
businesses in the area.

The button night party at JT's will include
complimentary hor d'ourves and munchies
and several special surprises throughout
the evening. For more information contact
J.T.'s at 715-394-2580.

Pride Parade and Festival

On Saturday, August 30th, festivities
continue with the "Walk With Pride” parade
along Duluth's lakefront boardwalk begin-
ning at 11am in Canal Park.

The Minnesota Freedom Band will be
leading the parade with their music and
good spirits again this year.

Parents, Family, and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (P-FLAG) will be the parade
Grand Marshalls. The parade will include
P-FLAG chapters from throughout North-
eastern Minnesota and Northwestern
Wisconsin.

Anyone wishing to march with the P-
FLAG contingient may contact Brooks An-
derson of P-FLAG Duluth at 218-727-
6455,

The Parade will begin at the Endion Sta-
tion (located behind Park Inn International
in Canal Park-Duluth) at 11:00 am. Par-
ticipants are urged to gather between
10:30 and 11:00 am

The Parade will proceed along the lake-
front to Lief Erickson Park the site of the
Pride Festival

The Festival will feature entertainment
on the Pride Stage by Miss Richfield 18997
(sponsored by The Minnesota AIDS Proj-
ect-Duluth), and many others.

An open mike time will also be provided
for politicians, organizations, the Pride
sponsors, and anyone else who wishes to
address and/or entertain the crowd.
Open mile time will be limited to five min-
utes.

The Pride Festival will also have great
food, drink, and merchandise vendors on
hand, as well as, information booths spon-
sored by local and regional GLBT organi-
zations.

Helium-filled balloons in the colors of the
rainbow will be available at Endion Station
and Erickson Park (a 50 cent donation will
be appreciated). There is also a possibility
of persons available to do commitment
ceremonies.

Cruise the Harbor

The annual "Fruit Float" Pride Harbor
Cruise will happen on Sunday, August
30th. The Vista King charter can hold up
to 250 persons and will leave the Vista
Flest docks at 3pm and return at 5pm.

The Vista Fleet docks are located behind
the Duluth Entertainment and Convention
Center (DECC) in Downtown Duluth.
There will be a buffet dinner served on
board which is included in the price of the
tickets and there will be a cash bar. Tick-
ets are $12.00 in advance or $15.00 at the
dock the day of the cruise. There is no
age restriction on the cruise and the Vista
King is handicapped accessible.

Tickets are available at The Main (1217
Tower Avenue, Superior), J.T.'s (1506 N.
Third Street in Superior), The Trio Bar
(820 Tower Avenue in Superior), Over the
Rainbow (249 West Seventh Street in St,
Paul), or by mail (pre-paid): D-S Pride,
P.O. Box 3198, Duluth, Minnesota, 55803-
3188.

For more information contact: Kirk Na-
gel, D-S GLBT Pride Cruise Coordinator
at 218-728-4396.

Pride Barbeque at Trio

Following the Pride Harbor Cruise, The
Trio Bar (820 Tower Avenue in Superior)
will host the Pride Barbeque., For more
information contact The Trio at 715-392-
5§373.

The BBQ is expected to run from 5 PM
to 8 PM.

AIDS Fund Raiser At the Main Club

The Main (1217 Tower Avenue in Supe-
rior) will be hosting a Fundraiser benefiting
The Northern AIDS Network (serving the
seven-county Northern Wisconsin region
in conjunction with the Douglas County
(Wisconsin) Health Department) and The
Awakenings Program (at the Duluth (Min-
nesota)Community Health Center).

The Fundraiser which begins at 9:00 PM
is being organized by The Main and the
Triangle of Hope Players of St. Paul, Min-
nesota. It will feature performances by
The Triangle of Hope Players and other
special guests. All proceeds will go to the
designated charities. The show will begin
at 9 pm and will require a $3.00 cover
charge.

Special Gay and Lesbian objects d'Art
will be raffled and/or auctioned during the
event to raise further FUNDS FOR THE
DESIGNATED CHARITIES.

For further information or if you would
like to perform in this benefit: contact The
Main at 715-392-1756 ask for Bob or Kirk.

Superior Pride

Did you know that people who live in the
Twin Ports Area (Superior and Duluth) are
Superior lovers? Well that's what they tell
me.

You can find out for yourself by heading
up through the North woods fo take in the
Superior WI -Duluth MN, Pride celebration.

There are a variety of events including a
Pride Parade and a Pride Festival. Plus
you get a chance fo see the new Main
Club Bar.

Such a deal!
this one.

How can ya miss out on

LINKS Block Party
The annual LINKS Block Party will be
held on East Washington Street on
Sunday August 31*. The party which will
feature the nationally known, Tina and the
B-Side Movement benefits several AIDS
related charities, MAP, St. Camilius AIDS
ministry as well as Breast Cancer
research.
This year Fannies will be the sole
business sponsor of the event.
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Walker's Point Block Festival

This is a new event and a very unique
one at that. It's a collaborative sffort
between two Gay bars, La Cage and
Zippers and six straight bars, Mugshots,
Louies, Steny's, Fritz's, Wild Times and
Zur Krone'.

The party will be held on Saturday and
Sunday August 30 and 31%. [t begins at 3
PM each day and goes to bar time.

The party will be held on National Ave
from First to Second Street and on Second
Street from National o Walker. La Cage
and Zippers will have food booths and
shot bars set up.

There will also be live entertainment
including the Love Monkeys on Saturday

night.
ROW Pride Celebration

Rainbow Over Wisconsin, that wonderful
group of businesses that works hard to
raise money for Gay related charities in
Northem Wisconsin is at it again.

Their annual Pride Celebration will
include a bowling tournament on Saturday
August 30 at Green Bay's Riviera Lanes,
2450 University Ave and a fabulous Pride
Picnic at NB287 Hwy 57 in Forest
Junction.

The picnic will be held on a wonderful
Gay friendly farm that was the site of the
famous Gay Fam Parties in the past.

Please See Labor Day Page 28

There Will Be A Rainbow of Pride at
ROW's Pride Celebration

Milwaukee-- The second annual Rain-
bow Over Wisconsin Pride Celet;(ration will
take place on August 30 and 31™ in Green
Bay and Forest Junction.

This special celebration starls out on
Saturday, August 30, with a 9 Pin Tap
Bowling Tournament at the Riviera Lanes,
2450 University Avenue in Green Bay.
The toumey features some fabulous
prizes.

Registration is 1:00 p.m. and the bowling
begins at 2:00 p.m. Your $256.00 entry fee
includes shoes, a ball, a nice buffet and a
donation to Rainbow Over Wisconsin.

For more information on the tournament
contact Stephen Gerrits (920) 43“0-?785.

Then on Sunday, August 31", the An-
nual ROW Pride Picnic will take place at
N8287 Hwy 57 in Forest Junction. This
farm has been the site of the famous Gay
farm parties.

The picnic features great food, live en-
tertainment, a dunk tank and lots of
games. It nuns from Noon to 6 PM.

“We are going to have some people in
the dunk tank that folks will want to take a
shot at" said Mark Mariucci, owner of
Quest and Za's, Mark admits that he is
one of those folks.

Mark also told The Wisconsin Light
that this year the organizers are working
hard to expand their offering of games.
Several new picnic type games including
MTV's Singled Out will be offered.

if Entertainment is your thing, the ROW
picnic has some fine acts for you to enjoy.
The entertainment is headlined by Terry
Van, who will be in Wisconsin fo perform
at the Calumet County Fair.

Ms. Van is known for her fine country
western vocals. She will be joined by over
20 other acts.

Admission to the picnic is free, but you
have to be 21 or older to attend. Organiz-
ers were worried about the potential for
underaged drinking.

Money raised from the sale of food and
drink and the games will go towards Rain-
bow Over Wisconsin. Last year's event
netted over $9,000 which was divided up
among various organizations in Northem
Wisconsin.

Beneficiaries of $1,000 from last year's
proceeds included the Center Project, the
Fox Valley AIDS Project, GLEEDA, the
Argonauts AIDS Charities Fund, Positive
Voice and G.L.E.E.D.A.

LINKS Block Party Features National
Entertainment August 31°

Milwaukee--That annual Labor Day
Weekend Treat, the LINKS Block Party will
take place on Sunday August 31, on East
Washington and Barclay (the 200 Block of
East Washington), on Milwaukee's near
South Side.

Great food, booths, fine entertainment
and loads of fun await the hundreds who
are expected to be in attendance.

There are several changes to the party.
One of the most important changes is the
addition of a nationally known act to the
entertainment line up. Tina and the B Side
Movement, a group that wowed everyone
at Summerfest will be on hand for a 9:30
p.m. appearance.

Tina's appearance is sponscred though
the generosity of the Miller Brewing Com-
pany which is also donating 30 barrels of
its fine products.

Another change involves sponsorship.
The party will have only one local business
sponsor, Fannie's. This seems appropri-
ate since the party grew out of Fannie's
Customer Appreciation Picnics.

In addition to Tina and the B-Side
Movement, entertainment will include the

fabulous La Cage Showcase Girls, the al-
ternative rock band, FWEEP, the Martins,
Jill Clarke, Lu Shanti, Venis and the ever
popular Mrs. Fun in addition to many oth-
ers.

There are still a few spots available on
the entertainment schedule. Entertainers
who wish to perform should contact Fan-
nies at (414) 643-9633 or (414) 649-9003.

The maijority of proceeds from the party
go the Milwaukee AIDS Project and with
some funds also going to help fund Breast
Cancer Research.

Asked why she would take this respon-
sibility on this time by herself, Fannie's
owner Sharon commented, "l love this
party. We always have lots of people and
they always have a great time. Plus the
money we raise goes for very good
causes.”

There will be merchandise and informa-
tion booths lining the street. Those inter-
ested in renting a booth should call Fan-
nies.

So if you are looking for a great time and
a good cause check out the LINKS Block
Party. You won't be disappointed.
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Curtain Calls

1997

Benefit Performance of “Dames at Sea”
Scheduled by Madison Rep

Madison-The cast and crew of Madison
Repertory Theatre's production of Dames
at Sea are donating their services for one
special performance to raise funds for two
AIDS charities. The benefit performance is
scheduled for Sunday, August 24 at
2:00pm in the Isthmus Playhouse of the
Madison Civic Center, 211 State Street.

All proceeds from the benefit will be di-
vided between two AIDS related charities:
The AIDS Network in Madison and the
STD Specialties Clinic in Milwaukee.

Dames at Sea is a delightful tribute to
the musicals of the 1930's, specifically the
musical films of famed director and chore-
ographer Busby Berkeley. It is full of de-
lightful melodies, toe tapping rhythms, and
a story of love and Broadway dreams.

In Dames at Sea, we are introduced to

Ruby, just off the bus with only a suitcase
and dreams of stardom. She meets Joan,
the wise-cracking showgirl with a heart as
big as the Bronx who convinces the dubi-
ous manager/producer Hennessy to give
Ruby a chance in his upcoming show.
Soon, Ruby finds herself sharing the
stage with the temperamental Broadway
star, Mona Kent. While they rehearse the
play, Mona makes her move on Ruby's
true love, Dick, the good-looking, song-
writing sailor. When Hennesey loses the
theater right before opening night, it's
Dick's heroic idea that saves the show.
The cast is complete as Dick's sailor side-
kick Lucky enters the scene, along with
Ginger, the gum-smacking showagirl.
Dames at Sea opened on July 25 and
will run through August 31 in the Isthmus

Madison Reps "Dames At Sea” Makes A
Nice Season Opening Splash!

Reviewed by Brian Harder

If you want to treat yourself to an even-
ing of fun and frolic, why not check out
The Madison Reps 1997 season opening
offering of Dames at Sea. This show is
sure to bring a smile to your face. But
?msh up on your Busby Berkeley movies
irst.

You remember the ones where loners
found each other, all problems could be
solved with enthusiasm and the spunky
people always succeeded. But mostly,
you should remember the lavish chorus
girl scenes, whether on a large stage or
diving into a pool. Berkeley was best
~ known for his overhead shots of chorus
girls creating intricate patterns that marvel
the eyes. But don't expect to see any of
that here, because Dames at Sea is a
scaled down tribute, very scaled down.

Dames At Sea has only 7 actors and a
small stage but it all works together to
bring to life the story of Ruby (Tonya Kay)
who just stepped off the bus in New York
with only a suitcase and a dream. She
just happens to stumble into a theater
where one of the dancers has just quit.
The wise-cracking chorus girl Joan (Becky
Spice) and her roommate Ginger(Kelli
Clement) convince the stage man-
ager/director Hennesy (Norman Moses) to
give her a chance.

While rehearsing, the theater diva, Miss
Meona Kent (Carolynne Warren) fries to
make her moves on Ruby's true love, Dick
(Tony Clements) a good looking, song-
writer and sailor. Hennesy loses the
theater right before opening night, but
Dick saves the show when he and his
sidekick, Lucky (John Staniunas) con-
vince the captain of their ship (also played
by Norman Moses) to let the show go on
on deck.

The show's musical numbers are per-
formed with camp style which works in its
favor. Only this way can one then find the
humor in its tribute/spoof of Berkeley.
Tony Clements sings beautifully and
looks good too (wink, wink boys).
Carolynne Warren gets our funny bone
ticking with “That Mister Man of Mine.”
But while the first act played well, it pales
in comparison to the second act.

Here we are treated to the most memo-
rable numbers. “The Beguine”, performed
by Warren and Moses, chronicles the love
affair of Mona and the Captain in such a
well choreographed and humorous way,
that the audience couldn’t stop the ap-
plause after it was over. These two actors
are {ruly seasoned veterans and deserved
all the praise. “Raining in My Heart" fea-
tures Ruby singing a sad love song while
the rest of the cast backs her up in mini-
malist Busby Berkely style, complete with
raincoats and umbrellas. And the big
“Star Tar" number at the end really sizzles
with some great tap by the cast and espe-
cially Tonya Kay. Here is the big break
Ruby was hoping for, and of course, she
shines!

Dames At Sea runs through August 31*
Wednesdays through Sundays. Dames at
Sea will also be performed on at 2:00,
Sunday August 24" as a benefit for Madi-
son's AIDS Network and the STD Special-
ties Clinic in Milwaukee. Proceeds will go
to these groups to help with their ongoing
struggles to provide AIDS care and more.
If you decide to see Dames at Sea, this
would be the one to go see. It is being
sponsored by The Wisconsin Light, the

Madison Rep and The White Horse Inn.
The performance will be followed with a
special reception at the White Horse Inn.
Tickets are $25.00.
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Playhouse of the Madison Civic Center.
The musical is directed and choreo-
graphed by Pam Kriger who is assisted by
Richard L. Carsey in the role of musical di-
rector.

The cast is made up of Tony Clements
(Dick), Tonya Kay (Ruby), John Staniunas
(Lucky), Becky Spice (Joan), Carolynne
Warren (Mona), Norman Moses (Henne-
sey;rTha Captain) and Kelli Clement (Gin-
ger).

Since 1985, AIDS Network (formally the
Madison AIDS Support Network) has pro-
vided critical AIDS care and prevention
services to south central Wisconsin. Cli-
ent services provide case management
services for people living with HIV and
AIDS and to their families. Programs ad-
dress the medical, emotional, legal, and
social service needs commonly associated
with HIV/AIDS.

Clients receiving case management and
other program participants benefit from a
range of services including volunteer re-
sources, emergency financial assistance,
transportation, mental health and support
groups, early intervention, legal assis-
tance, information and referral, and hous-
ing assistance. All assistance is provided
free of charge.

The STD Specialties Clinic, Inc. in Mil-
waukee is a not-for-profit community
based clinic dedicated to providing health
care services with an emphasis on se-
lected infectious diseases, including HIV,
to any person without discrimination.

Recognizing the sacredness of life and
the dignity and worth of every person, the
clinic strives to provide each client with
sensitive, holistic, discrete, and non-
judgmental quality care. Services are pro-
vided at out clinic and to the disenfran-

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

chised, through community outreach. in a
cooperative manner.

All proceeds from the benefit will support
the AIDS Network in Madison and the STD
Specialties Clinic in Milwaukee. The
benefit performance is scheduled for
2:00pm on Sunday, August 24. Tickets
are $25 per person, general admission.
Tickets may be purchased in person at the
Madison Civic Center Ticket Office or by
phone by calling (608) 266-9055.

The event also features a light reception
at the White Horse Inn. Sponsors of the
event include The Wisconsin Light, The
White Horse Inn and Madison Repertory
Theatre.

Boulevard Theatre
to Hold Auditions
for Two Plays

Milwaukee—Joint auditions will be held
from Noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 13, for the Boulevard Ensem-
ble' s production of Donald Margulies’ play
Found A Peanut (running December 19
through January 18 and to be directed by
Mark Bucher), and Edward Albee's play A
Delicate Balance (running February 6
through March 8 and to be directed by
Maureen Kilmurry).

The audition will be held at the Boule-
vard Ensemble Theatre, located at 2252
S. Kinnickinnic Avenue in Milwaukee.

Found A Peanut features seven actors
(five men, two women), who play children
who discover a bag of money. The director
is seeking actors in the ace ranae of 20s

Please See Boulevard Page 20

MADISON REPERTORY THEATRE PRESENTS

ameS it S

Runs through August 31

Isthmus Playhouse
Madison Civic Center * 21 | State St.

Tickets: 266-9055,

TDD: 267-2674

Corporate Sponsors: Wisconsin State Journal/The Capital Times

All proceeds benefit the STD §

Special Benefit Pemlgmanee
Sumlay, Auﬁuiﬁ 24 S

- 2:00 p.m.
Isthmus Playhouse

Madlson Civic Center ® 122 SmShe;t =

$25 per person Qenerul Mm;ssson |
ialties Clinic in Milwaukee and the
AIDS Network in Madison. Post-performance reception at the Whlte Horse Inn.

Tickets: 266-9055

The performance is supported by these businesses

The Wisconsin Light @

White Horse Inn
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THURSDAY AUGUST 14

CURT'S B-DAY PARTY AT
IN BETWEEN

Well it's that time again, time for In
Between Owner, Curt Peck's Annual 30"
Birthday party.

What's that you don't believe that Curt is
really 30?7 Well then you can join the
crowd of disbelievers at In Between, 625
S. Second Street.

Anyone who has been to one of Curt's
special parties knows that they are
fabulous. As usual Curt has the birthday
but the patrons get the gifts.

So be on hand to wish Curt a happy 30"
(remember practice makes perfect)

SATURDAY AUGUST 16

MISS GAY WISCONSIN FINALS
AT DIVERSIONS

The Miss Gay Wisconsin America Finals
will be held at Wisconsin's newest and
biggest Gay entertainment complex,
Diversions located at 1413 Green Valley
Road, Neenah.

Contestants from around the state will
compete for the coveted crown. The
festivities will include Vicki C, last year's
winner and the reigning Miss Gay
America, Lauren Taylor.

This is a two day event with preliminary
competition on Saturday and the finals on
Sunday.

SUNDAY AUGUST 17

RIVERWEST RAINBOW PICNIC

The Riverwest Rainbow Association will
be holding its annual picnic at Kemn Park,
(Keefe and Humboldt) from 2 PM to 5 PM.

The event is free. Veggie and non
veggie burgers, buns and soda will be
provided. Bring a dish to pass.

CHEER the
PACKERS On
with Us . . .

i

{Ooure I |

Nd

The party also features a "Percussion
Jam" bring your own instruments, spoons,
rattles, washboards, drums etc.

In the event of rain the picnic will be held
at the Riverwest Art Center, 3178 N.
Fratney.

SATURDAY AUGUST 23

MISS GREAT LAKES AT LARGE

PAGEANT AT ZA'S

Green Bay's premier showbar, Za's 1106
Main Street, will be the site for the 1997,
Miss Great Lakes At Large Pageant.

This fun event sponsored by Jingle
Productions will begin at 10 PM. [t will
feature many of your favorites including
Celeste Olds.

Call Za's to reserve your table seat
today.

GAMMA CRUISES ON THE
IROQUOIS IN MILWAUKEE

GAMMA will be holding its annual cruise
on the river and lake on Saturday August
23rd.

The two hour excursion includes music,
dancing and a cash bar. Tickets are
$15.00 in advance or $18.00 at the gate.
Boarding begins at 5:30, the boat leaves
at 6:30.

For more information contact Rich at
548-4526.

SUNDAY AUGUST 24

DAMES AT SEA BENEFIT TO

FIGHT AIDS
The Madison Rep's smash hit "Dames
At Sea" will have a special performance to
benefit Madison's AIDS Network and
Milwaukee's STD Specialties Clinic at 2:00
at the Isthmus Play House inside the
Madison Civic Center.
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Tickets are $25.00 and include the play
and a reception at the White Horse Inn.
The performance is sponsored by the
Madison Rep, the White Horse Inn and
The Wisconsin Light.

THE SPOTLIGHT SECTION

La Cage and Zippers will have shot bars
on the street and will be open during the
entire event.

The party includes entertainment from
the Love Monkeys on Saturday and
Interbang and Mount Olive on Sunday.

FRIDAY AUGUST 29 Admission is free!

SUPERIOR'S PRIDE
CELEBRATION BEGINS

Superior and Duluth kick off their big
Pride Weekend long celebration with a big
bonfire at dusk on the beach at Wisconsin
Point.

Other activities include Saturday's Pride
Parade and Picnic and Sunday's "Fruit
Float" harbor cruise.

All of the events are free and open to
everyone.

SATURDAY AUGUST 30

MIST GAY SOFTBALL
TOURNAMENT IN MILWAUKEE

Loads of exciting action (and some
pretty good softball too) will be on tap at
the Midwest Invitational Softbal
Tournament to be held at Wick Field (52
and Vliet) in Milwaukee.

Twenty-Eight teams from all over the
country (including 8 from our own SSBL)
will be competing in this fall classic.

The tournament concludes on Sunday
August 31°. Admission is free.

ROW BOWLING WITH PRIDE

NINE PIN TAP TOURNAMENT

Rainbow Over Wisconsin's annual Nine
Pin Tap tounament will take place at
Riviera Lanes, 2750 University Ave, Green
Bay.

The toumey fee is $25.00 and includes a
tﬁuc;fvevt, shoes, bowling and a donation to

WALKER'S POINT BLOCK
PARTY

For the first time the Gay and straight
bars in Walker's Point are combining to
put on a huge block party.

The Party which will run on National Ave
from Ist to Second Street and on Sound
Second Street from National to Mineral will
include plenty of great entertainment, food,
and loads of fun.

Proud to be Milwaukee’s Ultimate

Y
WEEN
B

Social Gathering Place

SUNDAY AUGUST 31

LINKS BLOCK PARTY TO
BENEFIT AIDS CHARITIES AND

BREAST CANCER RESEARCH

The annual LINKS Block Party will be
held outside of Fannies, 200 E.
Washington from 1 PM to 11 PM.

This year's parly includes the nationally
known Tina and the B-Side Movement
plus many other fabulous entertainers,
food, fun and booths.

Proceeds from the event benefit the
Milwaukee AIDS Project and Breast
Cancer Ressarch.

ROW PRIDE PICNIC IN FOREST
JUNCTION
The second annual Rainbow Over
Wisconsin Pride Picnic will be held on a
fam located at N 8287 Hwy 57.
Great enterfainment headlined by Terry
Van, fun games, food, merchandise

booths and more will be on tap.
You have to be 21 or older to get in.

Boulevard
Continued From Page 18

to 30s for this 90 minute production.

A Delicate Balance features six actors
(four women, two men), who vary in age,
but the bulk of this cast should fall be-
tween the brackets of mid-40s to late 50s,
One woman is younger, approximately late
20s to late 30s. The play is three acts in
length.

Those auditioning should prepare a one
minute monologue appropriate for the play
for which they are interested in appearing
(or prepare two monologues if interested
in both). Cuttings from the scripts will be
available should the directors wish to read
you. Those auditioning should also bring a
resume and photo. Both productions run
five weeks.

For more information, call Mark Bucher
at (414) 672-6019.

CURT & the staff of
In Between express
our condolences to
Ricky & the family
of Kevin Rotar as
well as to the many
people whose lives
he has enriched. He
was and is loved
greatly.

Packer Regular Season begins
September 1st

Join us - The Ultimate Packer Party, all season long . . .

(Packer games are played on all monitors without any audio
interruptions from the juke box or bar music)
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Direct from Missouri

EVERY FRIDAY
11:30pm /™

Hosted by

Mia Moore

Productions
Starring:

Shows include
Comedy, Male &
. Female Performers

Mia Moore 00 g & FUN, FUN, FUN!!!
Chyna DeSade e t Ty Talent Acts Wanted
Tiffany Sweets i ! P Call Mia Moore at
Jasmine g TR (414) 239-4356

SHOWS ARE EVERY OTHER
FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH!

J .
231 S. 2nd Street Milwaukee

OPEN: 3a¢t/Sun, Zpm « Mon-Thur, 3pm - Fri, 2pm

Saturday Nights Sunday Nights

C'est La Vie presents at C'est La Vie

ALL MALE JaY presents
REVUE

Male & Female
Performers Wanted!
Call 291-9600

B eer Bu S t ::Alsﬁim:l.e:s:iaﬁ“nd |

Milwaukee’s
Hottest Boy Toys
For Your Pleasure.

8pm-2am
Sunday thru Thursday
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Mr. Milwaukee Drummer The first annual Mr. Milwaukee Drummer contest attracted a large crowd to
South Water Street Docks on Saturday evening, August 9. At the top (L-R) are contest organizer Warren,
winner Ray, 2* Rumner Up Joe and Ist Runner up Matt. Next are some hot action that went on during the
fabulous fantasy competition. (Didn’t we see some of those scenes in a video somewhere?) At the bottom is
the line up of conlestants before the winners were announced. Our congrats to Warren, Docks and everyone

involved in this successful event. Ray will be going to Columbus Ohio for the Mr. Great Lakes Drummer
Contest. He was sponsored by the Boot Camp Saloon.
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Bill Meunier

THE SPOTLIGHT S

121 West Main Place » Madison, Wl 53703
(608) 251-1030

SCOV\AG‘S

YOUR SPECIAL PLACE - 7-Days a Week * Open at 2pm
COCKTAIL HOUR 5 to 8pm

MONDAY

X and X Light
$1.50

TUESDAY

Domestic Taps

$1.50
WEDNESDAY

Rolling Rock
$1.50

THURSDAY

Rail Drinks

$2

Domestics

$1.50

Live DJ

FRIDAY

Doctors

$2

SATURDAY
Rail Drinks

$2

Domestics

$1.50

SUNDAY
Beer Bust, 4-8pm

$5

Step in and
wotfe for your
favorite
Scandals
Bartender!

Bottle/Tap/Soda - $1

209 East National Avenue » Milwaukee
414/643-6900 » e-mail BCSaloon@aol.com
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Ready to pounce? This hot little number can be seen at Cest Le Vie's Saturday Night Strip show.
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As beavutiful as Summer’s Days can be, none
is as lovely as a crisp September eve at
This Is It

418 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202 (414) 278-9192

Life Outside: The '2z.z.zozozozozozozo:ozoE;Iozo:ozozo:ozo:ozozozozozozozozéz

4 Different Piaces 1o Party,
Bars * 2 Dance Floor

Open Nightly at 8pm

DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK
__801 - 807 South Znd Street = Milwaukee » 383:8330

- - .
Signorile Report on %, pra
Gay Men and the ».a -

. @
Passages of Life ».a e
By Richard Tafel | LT | 1T |
Michelangelo Signorile, the King of out- @ &
ing has put a new twist on a familiar word. =4l  EL |
The word is “out.” ® ®
In case you're not familiar with him, Si- =4 _ | X |
gnorile is most famous for his outing of & et _ _ y ' @
famous people (his last book was entited I =4l e =4
Qut in America). He now writes for Out, ',. BEve: : Ao ichy @
which many have told me they enjoy. His B i : i -4
coverage of Log Cabin Republican (LCR) B-a . I, .? 5
b e ey e 9% Sunday, Aug 31  Monday, Sept 1 *s
very entertaining and insightful. B-a ’ 5y iy y B-a
But Signorile takes the word "out” (as in @ 4 = — o @
outside) to actually look "in" on the Gay YL | e 7 Racd = o P-4
male community. What he finds is-and is- @ P} v t R | &
n't-very orefty. B-4 B s | o
Signorile focuses much of his book on % i Y ®
the international circuit party scene, and g udg - : ¥ S e P-4
any LCR members who attend those par- ® ¢ : B . o &
ties will find his observations both accurate = ff - : g il o T |
s g, +* Chicken, Burgers - Beer Bust e
The Gay culture, Signoth obser;iveﬁ. iﬁ =4 ) I =L 2 v | X |
excessively hedonistic and superficial. [ e B ®
somecne doesn't have the right body or k=@l Brats & more =l Free FOOd | TT |
the right looks, they are ignored. If they < = &
don't go the certain parties, they aren't on .;. 'ust $1 C ¢ and .;'
the "A list.” l eu gkl
Signorile, exanines the underside of this Il = @ B-49
world narcissism, with its rampant chemi- ... ...
cal drug abuse, and the widespread ster- - M
oid use within the Gay ghettos. @ [ ]
Like Gabriel Rotello, Signorile asks the ';. The ”a"ghty by ”at"re N, - 2 .;.
Gay community to take a look at itself and - “w{ ra )
challenges us to change the way we look -G Ba"ce’s su"day ”’ght T ”ead we say ore' P-4
at ourselves and others. '!. e g &
This is not a moralizing book about how ® = .;.
bad Gay men are. instead, it asks the fun- BP-a Bra
e e e B S e &
movement: what culture or way of life are
we fighting to protect? i _ .‘. B ;.
What has been the impact of internalized g 'y PG
homophobia on the way we establish our ® ®
brave new Gay world? BP=a PG
| think Signorile is asking the questions : - ~
that will dominate the next generation of '! a One-Fifty South Blair Street, Madison, Wisconsin .? -
community debate and | strongly recom- & 608.258.9918 ®
mended his book. P-a L ¥ PG
Ecllltgr‘s tNt:m;f:LTheCrve;)\.rleger ii Ithe: na- All Located in the Wilson Hotel &
tional Director of Log Cabin Republicans. B+@ W W § U W U W U U U U U U U U U U U U U U S U U U U B-a
R N A O O O O O O O T I I ey PP =
I-..-.-....II.......II-.--....-.-I
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Milwaukee's MIST Softball Tourney
August 30 - 31 Features 28 Gay Teams

By Bill Meunier

Milwaukee- What do you get when you
put twenty eight of the best softball teams
from the Midwest and Canada together for
a weekend of fun? The Midwest Invita-
tional Softball Toumament (MIST) which
comes to Milwaukee for the first time, over
the Labor Day weekend.

Twenty Eight Gay teams including 8
from Milwaukee and 20 from Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Columbus, Detroit, Chicago,
Minneapolis, St. Louis and Toronto will
compete in this annual season wind down
classic.

This is Milwaukee's second national Gay
softball tournament of the summer. It is
following up on the successful annual Mil-
waukee Classic which is held over the
Memorial Day weekend.

Like the Milwaukee Classic, MIST will be
played at Wick Field, 52 and Vliet.
Games will begin at around 9:00 on both
Saturday and Sunday.

On Saturday moming the tournament
field will compete in a two game round
robin, After the round robin all of the
teams will be seeded depending on how
well they did.

The top 10 seeded teams will play in the
National Division and the lower 18 seeded
teams will compete in the American Divi-
sion. Trophies for first, second and third
place in each division will be awarded at a
banquet on Sunday evening.

MIST began in 1987 when players from
Columbus, Cleveland, Pittsburgh and De-
troit decided to hold an informal, season
ending toumey. The tournament site ro-
tated between the four cities until 1991,
when Pittsburgh's league disbanded.

Up until 1894, the tournament field basi-

cally consisted of around 10 teams from
the core cities plus a couple of others. In
that year, Cleveland hosted an expanded
toumament that featured 20 teams from all
over the country.

The MIST toumament field has been
growing ever since.

"It's organized and unorganized,” said
Cleveland's Steve Amold, who along with
his partner Joe Krall helped to found
MIST. "its individualistic in that each of
the four cities gets to run the tournament
in a manner they find best. "

Amold said that the tournament has a
major "and very expensive”" traveling tro-
phy. The trophy is passed on between the
host cities.

The commissioner for this year's tour-
nament is Danny Nelson, who is also the
Commissioner for Milwaukee's SSBL.

"We are looking forward to holding this
first MIST tournament for Milwaukee. |
think the fans and the players will be very
pleased with what is in store for them that
weekend," said Nelson.

Milwaukee has a national reputation for
holding top notch Gay softball toumna-
ments. It could also be said that the site of
the MIST tournament is ideal for the fan.
With up to seven games going on at once
there will plenty to look at and plenty to
cheer for,

And some of Milwaukee's SSBL teams
are hoping for a big turn out of fans to
cheer for the local teams. Said one man-
ager "It's our home field. Having local
fans there to cheer for us as we take on
teams from out of town, can really give us
a big boost."

No one, not even the umps could argue
with that.

Close Games Highlight SSBL Action

By Bill Meunier

First of all let me apologize for not hav-
ing a Sports column in our last issue. |
was so busy covering a breaking story that
by the time | was able to write the Sports
Column it was too late to get the SSBL
scores.

Not to worry though we have the scores
from the last three weeks of play.

Position Week July 19

The first position week of the season in-
cluded what many fans and players called
the best game of year and one of the most
exciting games of the past few seasons.

The contest between Mama Roux and
Club 219 was also one of the best at-
tended games in memory with dozens of
players and fans most of whom were
rooting for Mama Roux in attendance.

The lead changed hands four times in
the hard fought contest. Neither team
wanted to give in.

Need proof? How about the two out, two
run homer by Steve Vergitis to give
Mama's a one run lead in the top of the
seventh? Then in the bottom of the sev-
enth Club 219 came back with two runs of
their own to win it 13 to 12.

The players from these two excellently
matched teams enjoyed the prolonged
cheers of the crowd as they shook hands
in the middle of the field following the
game. For the old timers in the league the
game brought back memories of large
crowds at Mitchell Park, the former venue
for the SSBL.

Club 219 followed up their exciting win
with another victory in a close contest with
the Ball Game Rangers. The Pride won
the defensive struggle by a score of 4 to 2.

The Ball Game then defeated Mama's
Family in another exciting one run game
by a score of 7 to 6. Mama's staged a
bottom of the seventh inning rally to get
within one, before the final out was re-
corded with runners on first and second.

All of which goes to show you how
closely matched the top echelon of the
SSBL is this year.

In other games played that day the
Cream City Foundation picked up two
wins for its first double victory ever. The
Riverwesters beat In Between by a score
of 20 to 19 and then defeated the Triangle
15 to 6.

The In Between team lost a second
heart breaker this one to the Triangle by a
score of 14 to 13.

Balistreri's Pizza delivered a 14 to 5
drubbing of The M & M Club.

Manoeuvers did not play that day due to
the MAGIC picnic in Madison. Their
scheduled games against Balistreri's and
the M & M Club were played on July 26.

July 2
A fifteen run inning lifted the Ball Game
to a 24 to 12 win over Mama's Family.
The Rangers then went on to defeat the
Triangle by score of 14 to 3 while Mama
Roux picked up a win by forfeit over In
Between.

The M &M Mustangs stampeded all

over CCF's two game winning streak by a
score of 21 to 3, but lost to Club 219 17 to
1. CCF rebounded by beating Manoeu-
vres 12 to 11.
_ Balistreri's also defeated Manoeuvres
in a make game by a score of 15 to 4 and
then beat the Triangle 18 to 6. The pizza
guys couldn't do it against Club 219
though, losing by a score of 23 to 3.

Manoeuvres forfeited their make up
gameto M & M’s.

August 2

In yet another close contest between the
top teams, Mama Roux defeated Balis-
treri's by a score of 17 to 14. The well
played game saw the lead change hand
several times before Mama's Family pulled
away in the late innings. A furious Balis-
treri's rally in the bottom of the last inning
fell short.

Balistreri's played another great game
against The Ball Game. The game was
so closed that it took 2 extra |nn|ngs for it
to be decided with the Ball Game winning
itin nine by a score of 7 to 5.

Mama Roux stopped CCF cold winning
by a score of 26 to 1.

CCF's 4 fo 0 lead in the top of the first
didn't hold up and they lost to Club 219
by a score of 24 fo 4 in their second game
of the day.

The Ball Game Rangers completed
their tune up for the Gay World Series
beating In Between by a score of 20 to 5,
The In Betweeners also lost their second
game of the day as the Triangle beat
them by a score of 2510 12.

M & M's raced out to a big lead in the
process of defeating the Triangle 19 to 4
and Club 219 picked up a forfeit over Ma-
noeuvres when one of the Madison play-
ers was injured and unable to finish the
game.

The final week of the season will be
played on August 23 at Sijan Field. The
MIST tournament will be played on August
30 and August 31 at Wick Field. See ya at
the fields.
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Night Light
By Dusty Sass

News... Like many of you, | am sad-
dened by the death of Kevin Rotar. ['ve
known Kevin for many years. He was a
great guy and a fantastic bartender. He
was one of the few career bartenders on
Milwaukee's Gay scene.

He always had a smile and a great atti-
tude. He will be missed more than he ever
could have realized.

On another sad note, mid October will
sound the end of Milwaukee's Café Me-
lange. Owner Larry Krueger told me that
the Hotel Wisconsin has been sold and the
new owner had given everyone an eviction
notice (including about 100 permanent
residents) Rather than try to renegotiate
his lease, Larry who is working for his
family business now, decided to call it

uits.

) It's too bad. The Café was a great
source of all kinds of entertainment from
poetry nights to the hijinks of Dale Gutz-
man.

Recaps...| had a fun time at Triangle's
Ninth Anniversary party. Unfortunately, |
missed the balloon drop by just a few sec-
onds, but the drinks were great and the
people were friendly. Congrats and many
happy returns to Rob and his staff.

| also had loads of fun at the SSBL's
Milwaukee Mustang Fund Raiser. The
league got 40 tickets (20 were donated by
the Mustangs) and sold them to players
and fans.

The game was exciting (we won) and
the crowd was very cruisy.

The Ball Game's Team fund raiser was
also a great time. | wound up winning two
Badger-Michigan tickets in the Silent Auc-
tion. Go Bucky! As usual Rick and staff
did a bang up job.

This is one of the friendliest bars in town,
stop in anytime.

In Between Packer Parties are already
getting real crowded. A large crowd
packed the bar for the Pack's win over the
Oakland Raiders. Now | know there are
some of you in Milwaukee who haven't
been to a Packer Game at In Between and
to both of you | say "Where the hell ya
been."

The Mr. Drummer Contest at South Wa-
ter Street Docks was a good time. (My
thanks to Jamie from In Step for giving me
some film when mine ran out) There was
so much to take pictures of. Especially
during the "Fantasy" portion of the compe-
tition. | didn't know you could do that with
motor oil.

Congrats to Ray from the Boot Camp on
winning the ftitle.

Breastfest at Fannies was a real hooter
(pun intended). Seriously it was a great
time. There was plenty of good food and
lots of money was raised. One disap-
pointment was that only a few men
showed up.

Come one guys, if you want community
then realize that Lesbians are part of that
community. They needed your help and
support, the same kind of help and support
they have given to us in fighting AIDS.

Don't miss the next one okay? (Bitch
mode off now)

Coming Up... On Wednesday August
13, you can find me at The Boot Camp's
weekly Club night. You can win the jack-
pot and you don't even need to be wearing
leather.

Thursday August 14 | will be In Be-
tween to help Curt celebrate his (ahem)
3077?7th Birthday. Yes he says he's 30
but mentally who knows??? There will be
presents for everyone in attendance.

SSBL Standmﬂ
(As of August 2, 1997)

1. Club 219 i Vi 1
2. The Ball Game 14 4
3. Mama Roux 12 6
3. Balistreri's 12 6
5.M &M Club 10 8
6. Manoeuvres 6 12
7. Triangle 4 14
8. CCF/Riverwest 4 14
9. In Between 2 16

The Final Week of the Regular Season
is scheduled for August 23

11:00 Triangle vs In Between

Noon Triangle vs CCF

Mama Roux vs M & M

CCF vs In Between

Club 219 vs Ball Game

M & M vs Manoeuvres

Club 219 vs Balistreri's
Mama Roux vs Manoeuvres
Ball Game vs Balistreri's

1:00
2:00
3:00

Friday August 15 | will have a fabulous
fish fry at Mama Roux then it will be off to
La Cage to for the La Cage Showcase.

Saturday August 16 |1l be at In Be-
tween to watch the Pack beat up on Buf-
falo. Then that evening you can find me at
Diversions for the fabulous opening night
of the Miss Gay Wisconsin America.

This Miss Wisconsin America system is

'ovmedbyZ&LPmductionaandHyou

have ever seen one of their shows you
know that it is first class all the way.

Sunday August 17 | am stopping in at
La Cage for it's weekly Customer Appre-
ciation night. They have a super bust (no
we aren't talking about the last time |
played Black Jack) the La Cage Girls and
of course great dancing. All this for no
cover such a deal!!!

Monday August 18 |l be stopping in at
the Ball Game for their world famous
Cocktail hour. It's always a pleasure to go
in this bar. People of all ages (all right
none of that | know what you were think-
Lng) and all backgrounds can be found

ere.

Tuesday August 19 me and Ruthie are
going to be at This Is It. Like the Ball
Game this is another very friendly bar with
great service and lively conversation. At
This Is It, you'll always find that they know
your name and what you like to drink. Just
like Cheers.

Friday August 22 | will stop in at Just
Us for another fab fish fry.

Sunday August 24 | will be in Mad
Town for the benefit performance of
"Dames At Sea." This Madison Rep play
is @ smash hit and the proceeds go to
Madison's AIDS Network and the Milwau-
kee STD Specialties Clinic.

After the show, | will hit Scandals for its
Sunday Beer Bust. There always seems
to be something going on at the bar. Later
it will be off to Manoeuvres for its Sunday
Night Show.

The rest of the week | will be resting for
the big weekend. Which reminds me fo
ask this question "ls there some kind of
plot out there."

| mean whose idea was it to schedule so
many great events all over the state in just
one weekend? Even if | was Sybil, |
wouldn't have enough personalities to
make all of them,

Saturday August 30 you can find me
pounding the base paths at the MIST tour-
nament at Wick field. Come out and root
for your favorite team. After the games |
will take in the food, and fun at the
Walker's Point Block Fest.

This fest is a great idea. Straight and
Gay bars pitching in to throw a joint party.
Saturday's entertainment includes the
Love Monkeys. Now if only this idea could
catch on with others.

If | was in Superior | would be at the
Pride Parade and Picnic (which will actu-
ally be held in Duluth). Happy Pride
Weekend to my friends in the North
woods.

Sunday August 31 | will be back at the
MIST toumament playing ball (hopefully).
Then it will be off to the LINKS Block
Party outside of Fannie's. This year they
have national entertainment, Tina and the
B-Side Movement. Don't miss it.

If | was in the Fox Valley area, | would
take in the annual ROW Pride Picnic.
There will be food, games, fun and great
entertainment.

Now one last thing.

Of course I'll be talking a lot about this
later, but right now. I'll tell you that Wis-
consin Light's 10" Anniversary Party at
Milwaukee's downtown Hilton Hotel on
November 9, 1997, is going to be fabu-
lous. From what | hear, it's going to be the
biggest thing going. The cause is good—a
benefit for the Cream City endowment
fund, so circle that date. More later.

Well that's about it for now folks. Hope
to see you out and about soon. Mean-
while stay safe and be proud!

1506 North 3rd Street - Superior, Wl
'l-ll- 41"

715) 394-2580
Thursday « Karaoke - 8"
Friday & Saturday » DJ - 9:30°"
* NIGHTLY SPECIALS +
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FICTION

Statzge_; of the Sacred Band

A SERIALIZED NOVEL

By Terry Boughner

The story so far: Tony Martinelli a
statue of David look alike, has been sent
by his editor to Washington, D.C. fo
search out the cause of Bobby Calder's
disappearance. Bobby is Gay and is the
son of virulently homophobic Senator
Chris Calder.

When Tony armives in Washington, he
links up with a reporter with a major news-
paper, Mary Ann Allen. Together, they be-
gin to track down the mystery, not only of
Bobby Calder's disappearance, but of the
disappearance of many young Gay men.

What they discover is that Nicholas
Bardi, a Georgetown florist, is somehow
involved. They also discover a proliferation
of statues and allusions to the ancient
Theban Sacred Band.

In the process, the President of the
United States drops dead.

Tony has met a young man named
Rudy. They fall madly in love. He also
meets Johnny Chang whose lover, Tom,
worked for the Speaker of the House until
Tom disappeared like all the others. They
decide to pay the Speaker a visit.

While the Speaker and his wife go off to
the White House for funeral ceremonies,
Rudy and Tony take the opportunity to
make love. They have just finished when
Johnny summons them urgently.

(8

Johnny met Rudy and me at the bottom
of the stairs. From the look on his face, |
knew something was up. Maybe some-
thing he'd seen on TV, | thought. | was
wrong.

Instead of going to the family room
where the TV was, he took us through the
living room to the back of the house and
into what was obviously, the Speaker's
study.

“What were you doing, casing the joint?"
| asked Johnny, letting my sarcasm show.

“I was going to the kitchen,” he replied.
“The door was ajar.”

“We shouldn’t be here," Rudy said ap-
prehensively. “What if they come home?"

“They won't,” Johnny answered. “Last
time | looked, just before you two came
down, they were still waiting for Heyl's cof-
fin. Now, quit worrying. |'ve got something
to show you."

The study was about what one would
expect of such a room; a comfortable
space with built in bookshelves, wood
paneled walls, and a large desk facing
french doors that gave a view of the gar-
den beyond, now softly illuminated by
ground lights. There was a computer to
one side of the desk. The monitor was on,
showing a screen saver that displayed a

picture a statue known as The Wounded
Gaul. As Johnny sat down in front of the
machine, the picture melted away. It was
slowly replaced by one that | recognized
as being a siatue showing Caesar
Augustus as a young man.

Johnny sat in the desk chair, leaving
Rudy and me standing behind him. “That's
what attracted me in the first place,” he
said, pointing at the screen.

“What?" Rudy asked, “Caesar?” He gave
me a questioning look.

“No, not just Caesar,” Johnny replied.
“It's all the others, too, a whole series of
others, statues, Greek, Roman, Renais-
sance. One appears, then another and
another and so on.”

| couldn’t see what he was getting at. It
was just a screen saver. So what? There
were thousands of them, | guessed, all va-
rieties, on sale at any computer store,
which is what | told him, adding as an af-
terthought that every computer at The Trib
had one just like it.

“Oh yeah?" Johnny swiveled in the chair
to give me a look that said both surprise
and interest, before turning back to face
the computer. “Lemme show you some-
thing." He punched a key. The screen
saver vanished instantly to be replaced by
a window labeled “search." Johnny
punched in a number: 328. “| tried a lot of
things, but it wouldn't let me in,” he said.
“Then, | hit on this. 328. Bingo." He
pressed enter. The window disappeared.
To my surprise it was replaced by the now
familiar figure of a seated lion.

“That's on Bardi's trucks," | said.

“And on that card you found at Gar-
reth’s,” Johnny added.

The computer made clicking sounds.
Superimposed over the lion, another win-
dow appeared. “Enter Password,” was

written at the top.

“This took me a long time to figure out,”
Johnny said. “But | figured | had time since
you two weren't coming down in awhile.”

Rudy and | exchanged sheepish looks.
His hand slipped into mine and | cleared
my throat. “But you did figure it out?" It
;aa less a question than a statement of

ct.

*Ubhm-hum,” Johnny murmured.

As Rudy and | watched in fascination, he
typed in the word, “Boeotia.” As | knew, it
was the part of Greece where the ancient
city of Thebes had stood.

Johnny punched “enter.” The window
disappeared. In its place was what looked
like a page from an accountant's book.
On the top in black 18 point letters, were
the words, “Legion of the Sacred Band"
and beneath the words, in living color was
a single, long-stemmed red rose.

Along the left hand side was a list of
names, some of which | recognized,
names of national leaders, military, relig-
jous, and business people of the highest
rank. Right at the top, in my perception
standing out from all the rest, was Senator
Chris Calder.

“328 names, I'll bet," | said, thinking it
didn’t take a Perry Mason to figure that
one out.

“You got it," Johnny replied. “Exactly 328
names, the number in the original Theban
Sacred Band, only these people aren't
Gay, not as | can see, anyway."

“The Speaker's name7" Rudy asked.

Using the mouse, Johnny scrolled down
the list and stopped. There it was, the
name of the Speaker of the House.

“Christ! The man's in on this."

“Looks that way,” Johnny replied. “Why
else would he be on the list, have it on his
computer walled behind a bunch of arcane
passwords? No, he's involved, alright. Bet
on it."

“¥You don't sound surprised,” | said.

Johnny swiveled his chair around to look
at me. "Why should | be? Tell me?" he
asked bitterly. “This is Washington, re-
member? Why should the Speaker be any
different from most of the rest of ‘em, cor-
rupt to the core. The only thing that sur-
prises me at all is that Bardi's name isn't
on the list." He paused. “Look at the rest of
it." He pointed back at the glowing screen.

Beside each name was a set of num-
bers, some with dollar signs before them,
some with signs symbolizing other curren-
cies; British, French, Japanese, Chinese
and Russian.

“My Geod," |
money.”

“Billions of dollars,” Johnny said, “Close
as | can figure out, anyway."

“Jesus!” Rudy swore softly. He paused.
“What's it mean?”

“| don't know,” Johnny answered, “but
one thing | can guess, and that's that
there's a group of people, very powerful
people in this country, people called the
Legion of the Sacred Band—and they've
got money, tons of money..."

Rudy broke in. “And they're up to no
good.”

Johnny returned a mirthless, cynical
chuckle. “Putting it mildly, Rudy, putting it
very mildly. A President's dead. There're
tanks in the streets. Yeah, really no good.”
He got from his chair. As Rudy and | stood
back, Johnny went out into the room.

A coup? The thought had crossed my
mind before. As | knew, twice before in
American history, there’d been rumblings
of a coup, but each time, the military
wouldn’t go along and the plan had fallen
flat, But now?

Rudy took out two cigareftes, lit them,
and gave me one. | looked over at Johnny
and saw a deeply troubled expression on
his handsome face. Was he thinking the
same thing | was? But with the expression,
there was one of hurt, pain, one | didn't
understand at all.

He took a cigarette from the pocket of
his shirt and with a small, black plastic
lighter, lit up. “Rudy?”

“Yeah."

“You were there, those nights Tom 'd
come home an’ act like he'd just heard
that they were gonna declare World War
Il ‘r that aliens had invaded ‘r something?”

“Yeah. You think he knew about this—
whatever it is?"

For a couple of seconds Johnny didn't
say anything, but smoked his cigarette,
letting the iron-gray smoke drift out from

said. “Look at all that

between his shapely lips. "Knew about it?
Uhm-hum, maybe. And maybe he was in
on it, got caught up in it. | don't know. He
had a streak of homophobia in him. | know
that. | knew that before | married him.
Thing is, | thought | could change him.
Stupid me.”

Johnny had a lot of intemal strength in
him. | was seeing that more and more. But
now, as he stood there in the center of the
room, | was seeing a vulnerable side to
him, a side that was as tender as flesh
rubbed raw.

“Did he ever say anything?” | asked.

“No,” Johnny answered, shaking his
head. “Never. Those nights, he wouldn't
say anything, wouldn't let me near him.
They got worse toward the end.” He
smoked his cigarette,

“I think we better get outta here,” | said.
Where we would go, right then, | hadn't a
clue, but | didn't think it made sense to
stick around.

Both Johnny and Rudy agreed. Before
we left the room, however, Johnny took
the time to copy the page from the com-
puter onto a disk. Finished, he put the
floppy into his pocket and tumed off the
machine.

“Let's see if we can get hold of Mary
Ann,"” | suggested.

“No, no way,” Johnny said. “I| mean,

“What the Bible
Says Really Says”
Author to Appear
at Afterwords

Milwaukee--On Saturday, August 16 at
1:00pm, Afterwords will welcome Daniel A.
Helminiak, the author of the best selling
book What the Bible Really Says About
Homosexuality (Alamo Square Pb $9.95)
for a reading and discussion.

What the Bible Really Says About
Homosexuality has been a Gay and Les-
bian Best-seller for over a year. In a clear
and lucid prose, Helminiak reveals what
the Bible really says about homosexuality.
This ground-breaking work shows that
those who perceive Bible passages as
condemning homosexuality are being
misled by faulty translation and poor inter-
pretation. The Bible has been used tfo jus-
tify slavery, apartheid and the subjugation
of women.

Early this year, Daniel A. Helminiak pub-
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she's probably okay, but better leave her
to her own devices—Julie, too—than re-
gret it."

| nodded, accepting that. Maybe Mary
Ann was on Calder's shit list, but still,
there'd been things with her going on that |
couldn't explain; things like she and Julie
showing up in that car just when Rudy and
| needed rescuing; like every time she and
| were together, goons showed up. Maybe
things like that were all coincidences, but |
had a sinking feeling in my gut. Who could
be trusted anymore?

We left the house via the french doors,
going out onto a flagstone patio. The air
was cooler now after the rain, almost
fresh.

“Johnny?" | asked. “That building up
there on the hill, the old French Embassy?
You got any idea who's there now?"

“No. Why?" Rudy told him about the
truck we'd seen from the upstairs window.

“Oh yeah? Maybe we'd better take a
look.™

Wae left the patio and went down into the
yard. According to Johnny, Rock Creek
Park lay to our front. We'd go there, he
said, circle around, and approach the Em-
bassy from the rear.

We'd just reached the edge of the park,
when all hell broke looss.

TO BE CONTINED

Afterwords Events

Saturday, August 16th 1:00pm
Meet Daniel A. Helminiak!!!!
Author of
What the Bible Really Says About
Homosexuality and
The Human Core of Spirituality

Wednesday, August 20th 7:00pm
Lesbian Reading Group
In a Family Way
By Rochelle Schwab

Thursday, August 28th 7:00pm
Gay & Lesbian Writers' Group

lished The Human Core of Spirituality:
Mind as Psyche and Spirit (State Uni-
versity of New York Press Pb $21.95).
Daniel A. Helminiak's appearance at Af-
terwords will include a reading and time for
questions and discussion.
This appearance is free and is open to

Please See Bible Page 28

Come Meet

Daniel A. Helminiak
author of

What the Bible
Really Says About

Homosexuality
and

The Human Core of
Spirituality

at 1:00 pm at
Espresso Bar

For info call
414-963-9089

Saturday, August 16th

AFRterwords Books and

\!
'..'_P

o

i

Aftrmnrds Books & Espresso Bar

2710 N Murray, Mi|wauf»;ee. Wi

C 414963.9089
http://www.afterwords.com

New Hours!

Starting September 2

Friday Tlam-Tlpm

Monday-Thursday Tlam-10pm ~ Saturday 10am-Tlpm

Sunday Noon-6:00
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OUI on Film

Women in Combat Units? ‘G.l. Jane’
Gives an Emphatic “Yes!”

By John A. Jahn

Demi Moore appears as a young Naval
officer whom everyone expects litlle from,
somewhat looks down upon, but who they
eventually come to grudgingly respect and
accept. | am, of course, speaking of
Moore's new picture, G.l. Jane, but I'm
also speaking of her earlier vehicle, A Few
Good Men.

G.l. Jane is Hollywood's answer to the
military’s on-going gender-related prob-
lems, and, while it faithfully exhibits many
a shopworn cliché of the military movie
genre, it also surprises us with a few un-
expected plot twists now and then. It also
suffers from predictability—but again, not
without unexpected tumns along the way.

G.l. Jane is the story of a Naval Intelli-
gence Officer, Lt. O'Neil (Demi Moore),
who's selected by a powerful U.S. Senator
(Anne Bancroft) to be the first woman to
attempt to make it through the Navy's
SEAL school. It's unbelievably tough
training conducted by some sadistic drill
instructors, in particular, Master Chief Ur-
quay (Viggo Mortensen). O'Neil is con-
fronted at once by the macho ol boys
network, but the harassment she under-
goes initially is tempered by the Master
Chief and the base C.O.

There is a definite struggle in these men
between the desire to slam dunk this fe-
male invading their sanctuary and the
knowledge that they have that any har-
assment of her will likely explode in their
faces if and when she goes public with it.
All of this makes G.l. Jane's plot taken
right from today’s often scandalous head-
lines.

The bulk of this film involves O'Neil's
SEAL training, and her demand fo be
treated in every way exactly like one of the

boys...she gets her wish, alright. The
many graphic scenes of harsh training
really makes you feel like you're right there
with ‘em. | don't know if “real” SEAL train-
ing is quite so brutal, but if it is, God bless
‘em!

What writer and director Ridley Scoft's
G.l. Jane has going for it is sharply written
dialogue, a look and feel of realism, unex-
pected turns of plot, and it leaves you with
at least a modicum of respect for the mili-
tary (some patronizing officers excepted).
it also is a message film: women should
be able to serve with men in combat situa-
tions, but they must get to that point by
being treated fairly and consistently...just
like one of the guys. O'Neil doesn't ask for
a helping hand because she's a girl, and
she gets her wish.

Does she make it through? Well, of
course, she does! But, like | said, there are
a few twists along the way, and it's the un-
expected which helps save this film.

To its detriment, G.l. Jane has a sur-
prisingly weak supporting cast of one di-
mensional characters. Moore's character
is, in fact, the only person in this 2 hour
movie we ever feel we get to know in any
way...and she’'s even somewhat of a thin,
underdeveloped character. Thus, the ma-
jor weakness is we remain emotionally
detached from the action...a major failing,
indeed, although we do feel O'Neil’s tri-
umph at the conclusion.

G.l. Jane certainly succeeds in deliver-
ing its message about expanding the role
of women in the military, and in giving
them the respect they deserve. Let's hope
Hollywood now gives us the same for a
Gay soldier (“G.l. Mary"?). i

Award Winner Victoire Thivisol stars in the critically acclaimed “Ponette.” The actress won the Best

Actress Award at the Venice film Festival for her role.

‘George of the Jungle’ is Refreshing,
Pleasing, and So Easy on the Eyes

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn knows exactly what enticed him to
venture {o George of the Jungle: the
thought of watching a full-length major
motion picture featuring the ever adorable
Brendan Frasier frolicking for 92 minutes
wearing nothing more than a loincloth.

Faithful readers of the Wisconsin Light
might be surprised to learn that Glenn
hadn't spent his youth watching Jay
Ward's classic 1960’s cartoon program
upon which this live-action cinematic ven-
ture is based. But Glenn has watched
plenty of Tarzan flicks, so he knew just
what to expect!

Like Tarzan, George ( luscious Brendan
Frasier) has been brought up in the wilds
of deepest Africa. George's faithful com-
panion is an ape (voice by Monty Python's
John Cleese) with a surprising command
of the English language and a superiority
complex to match. George lives in peace
and hamony with all of the animals. His
only problem: he keeps smacking himself
into trees.

Enter Ursula Stanhope (Leslie Mann), an
American heiress on an expedition in the
jungle seeking the great white ape. She is
pursued by her snooty fiancée Lyle Van de
Groot (Thomas Haden Church). When the
two venture off alone, a lion attacks. Lyle
Van de Groot tries to flee but just in the
nick of time there is brave George of the
Jungle ready to rescue the beautiful but
unconscious Ursula.

The rest of this rather silly picture has

George falling in love with Ursula and
Ursula falling in love with George. Oh,
there is also some far-fetched nonsense
involving some evil poachers who view the
talking ape as the next big Vegas act.

Along the way are a variety of some of
the most mind-numbing gags this side of a
Three Stooges short, like Shep the ele-
phant who thinks he's a dog or the car-
toonesque villains arguing with the film's
narrator.

Nevertheless Glenn must admit that he
found George of the Jungle refreshing
and surprisingly entertaining.

For one thing, Brendan Frasier looks
fabulous in a loincloth., Glenn imagines
that he looks fabulous out of a loincloth but
Glenn digresses...

Happily Brendan also brings a heart-
warmingly good-natured goofiness to
George and generally seems to be having
such a marvelously good time while all of
the witless shenanigans going on around
him that it is impossible not to fall in love
with George.

In fact all of the cast appears to be hav-
ing such a good time that it seems almost

criminal not to kick back, open up that
package of Milk Duds and enjoy.

Be wamed, however. Any aduit entering
George of the Jungle is destined to have
that supremely idiotic theme song repeat-
ing over and over and over.., just as Glenn
is right now!

Rating $$$$ (scale $ to $$$53%)

Brendan as George Brenden Fraser stars in the film version of the popular “George of the Jungle” cartoon
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series. The film is playing at theaters throughout Wisconsin
‘Picture Perfect’ is Actually a Picture
That is Less than Perfect

By John A. Jahn

Director Glenn Gordon Caron’s romantic
comedy Picture Perfect seems to have
been aimed squarely at a particular audi-
ence. the Gen-Xers. The central charac-
ters are all in their 20s and 30s, the story
revolves around the pressures of career
and romance (often goals which are at
odds with one another), and general Gen-
X angst, and the pop tuned-laden sound-
track contains various Gen-X bands as
well as a healthy dose of ‘70s music (cur-
rently all the rage). | guess | was sup-
posed to find Picture Perfect all that.

The New York City-based story revolves
around a young, single professional
woman named Kate (Jennifer Aniston of
TV's “Friends” in her first starring rols).
This attractive and talented ad exec is
having trouble moving up the corporate
ladder, and wonders why. The answer is
that her boss, Mr. Mercer (Kevin Dunn)
patronizingly won't even consider her for a
promotion because she's unattached,
supposedly without responsibilities, living
as if she were “still in college,” and thus,
he fears, liable to leave the firm at the drop
of a hat.

This scenario, therefore, puts Kate
squarely in the scenario faced by many
Gen-Xers. Kate, with a little unwanted help
from her best friend and colleague, Darcy
(llleana Douglas), sets about to fulfill her
boss's requirements, and feels she can
also kill two birds with one stone by using
the same scheme to get a sexy coworker
named Sam (Kevin Bacon) to fall for her.
The set up of this film is an interesting

one, and certainly one filled with comic
potential.

The trouble is, not only are there very
few laughs in this less-than-perfect movie,
but the outcome is fatally predictable. Es-
pecially for a romantic comedy, a predict-
able outcome is indeed a fatal flaw. It was,
in fact, unpredictability which aided the
vastly superior My Best Friend's Wed-
ding earlier this summer. Within 15 or 20
minutes, you know how this movie will tum
out, so the only thing that can save it is for
the getting there to be very funny. Trouble
is, the screenplay (by the director, plus
Arleen Sorkin and Paul Slansky) is down-
right lame.

You also find it hard to really like the of-
ten cold, shrewd, manipulative Kate. She
treats the loveable, kindhearted guy she
enlists to help her, Nick (Jay Mohr), like
dirt while he'’s obviously falling in love with
her. She predictably comes around in the
last act... a point where the mistreated
Nick should've taught Kate a lesson in
honesty and true love and told her where
to go. Instead, they embrace and (gagl)
live happily ever after. The writers failed to
take a big chance here and teach self-
absorbed Gen-Xers a good lesson...one
beginning, “Oh what a tangled web we
weave..."

Picture Perfect is far removed from its
titte. Rather, the comedy is flat, the ro-
mance tepid and mislaid (no pun in-
tended), the characters two dimensional,
the plot predictable. X

‘Spawn’ is a Devilishly Delightful Film
With Wonderful Special Effects

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Though always a vociferous reader,
Glenn was never much caught up in the
wild and wacky world of comic books. Not
that Glenn wasn't exposed to them. On
his occasional slesp-over, Glenn's older,
more worldly and decidedly yummy boy
cousin continually sought to engage Glenn
in his current favorite action heroes.
Sadly, inevitably, Glenn's attentions would
lay elsewhere.

Thus clueless, Glenn would wander to
his usual seat, "biggie” popcomn and "big-
gie® Diet Pepsi in hand and patiently wait
for the big screen adaptation of Todd
McFarlane's cult creation, Spawn.

Bringing a comic book alive on the big
screen effectively is a task beyond most
filmmakers. For example, see any of the
Batman flicks or even worse, far, far,
worse, that perfectly dreadful Flintstone fi-
asco from a few summers ago.

Nor do the first fifteen or so minutes of
Mark Dippe's Spawn hold much promiss.
Following some suitably predictable
apocalypsical twaddle comes the now
obligatory dare-devil explosion ssquences
so absolutely necessary to prime adoles-
cent audiences for a routine, low-budget
action flick.

Glenn was not amused.

Then, as Glenn's mind began to wander,
Michael Jai White's assassin-with-a-heart-
of-gold suddenly became "Spawn®, tor-
mented by the black-hearted, "Clown-
from-Hell", played to the hilt by John
Leguizamo. Faithful readers of the Wis-
consin Light might fondly remember Mr.
Leguizamo as the saving grace of the
dreadful, To Wong Foo...

Aided by the best special effects that
Hollywood can buy form the great and al-
mighty folks at Industrial Light and Magic,
Spawn comes magically alive.

There are great themes at work here. In
proper, comic book fashion, "ultimate evil"
is dispatched with a mission to wreck
havoc on the entire planet. 'Course you
know (as do the makers of the comic
books) that good, as embodied by the he-
roic action hero (here the reluctant Spawn)
will, in the end, be victorious but also that
evil will continue to lurk, awaiting its
chance in the upcoming sequel.

. ‘!Vhat elevates Spawn is a devilishly de-
licious sense of humor and an attitude
which defies the audience to quibble over
minor implausibilities.

The real star of Spawn are some of the
most fabulous special effects that Glenn
has seen in some time, making it seem
possible, if not actually believable, that a
comic book hero such as Spawn might
axist.

While Michael Jai White's Spawn is
suitably noble and inevitably colorless,
John Leguizamo gleefully renders his evil
Clown in true, glorious comic book fashion
and just about steals the film. Similarly,
Martin Sheen, too, understands that as a
bad guy in a film such as Spawn, there
can be no such thing as overacting.

Glenn imagines that Spawn might not
everyone favorite cinematic entertainment
but it is hard to imagine the heartless
moviegoer charmed by the cute dog and
the adorable little boy who befriend our
ugly hero as he saves our planet!

Rating $$$$ (scale $ to $$$$$%)
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Part Four of a Series
A Wisconsin Light Exclusive

By Steve Stavron

Now Voyager,( 1942), seems to hold a
special place of affection ,for Davis aficio-
nados, especially those fortunate enough
to have seen it on the large screen. Al-
though sometimes regarded as a grandi-
ose soap opera, it is the most popular of
the Davis films, perhaps because it is a
quintessential reminder of a period of Hol-
lywood meviemaking in which many
Golden Age films supplied a valuable ex-
periential component fo our daily lives
rather than a redundant digression into
“topical realism.

The greater of the Golden Age films of-
ten had an elusively bittersweet quality
which somehow added a greater emo-
tional focus to everyday reality capturing
essence rather than specifics.

Made shortly after the more acclaimed
Casablanca, Now Voyager is hardly less

noteworthy than its famous predecessor. -
Like Casablanca, the film transcends the 3
events of its screenplay scenario and §
leaves moviegoers wondering why they §
like it so much. Still immediate and com- &
pelling with a lingering sense of timeless §
angst, the film has never been relegated |
to that quaintly dismissive dustbin of old-

fashioned memorabilia. It is a fine, beau-
tiful film and deserves popularity and
reputation.

Bette Davis plays Charlotte Vale ,the re-
pressed daughter of an aged, first- family -
of -Boston matriarch .who keeps her "late
unwanted child" fat and dowdy. Recover-
ing from a nervous breakdown at an up-
scale sanitarium, Charlotte embarks on a
recuperative ocean voyage fo South
America on the advice of her doc-
tor{Claude Raines]. She meets and dis-
crestly falls in love with shipboard passen-

capable of comprehension, inevitably of-
fendable, and beyond compromise and
that she can do nothing about it, but must
still assert her independence without defi-
ance.

Bette plays these scenes with a thinly
veiled sense of resignation and exhaus-
tion. But her quiet dignity eams her moth-
ers admiration.

This classic struggle elevates the film
onto a more profound level. Also, the
maturation of the Davis style is truly a
wonder to behold. Now Voyager remains
one of her most beloved fims ,and a
model of restrained creative acting.
w&ll.lt the the film has its detractors as

Many find it necessary to disap-
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Bette — These two photos ette D

cigarettes at once, not to mention Max
Steiner.s fine musical score * including the

“main theme “Wrong" which became an

instant pop hit

But if this material seems a bit over-ripe
at times, there's no denying that Bette
and the film had ennobled sentimentality

- with a special kind of ambiance which

holds up well.

Bette was a major contributor to the
home front war effort As co-founder of
the" Hollywood Canteen” for servicemen
she, and other Wamer stars appeared
briefly in the movie of the same name,
being as gracious as her reputation re-
quired.

Much more fun was Thank Your Lucky
Stars [1943]—a kind of amateur night at
the Wamer studios with major stars doing
untypical [for them] comedy skits. Bette
was to SING!- “They're Either Too Young
or Too OId" and be tossed around by a
jitterbug expert. She was great and the
song became an instant hit .The onscreen
comment’ Oh look! We're going to see
Bette Davis next. She's my favorite star."-
- was Warner’s fribute, probably shared by
most of the real audience.”

0Old Acquaintance [1943] reunited Bette
with Miriam Hopkins who allegedly re-
sented Bette's greaigr box office |

ger[ Paul Henreid from Casablanca whose Dancing the Night Away — Bette does the jitterbug in Wamer's All Star War time Tribute “Thank Y our

unhappy marriage to a neurotic wife has
affected his daughter.

Having shed her “ugly duckling” mantle
for “butterfly wings" Charloite must even-
tually try to forget Paul and retum fo face
her mother.

Davis is nothing short of superb. She
moves slowly and deliberately ,savoring
the bittersweet quality of the role. One be-
comes aware that her famously large eyes
are truly sad and compassionate and that
she herself ,as Charlotte Vale , embodies
the “inner beauty” which she will later
bring forth in another ugly duckling———
Paul's daughter.

This is one of Davis's warmest and most
beautiful performances with an unexpect-
edly world-weary tragic eloguence.

Bette's scenes with her mother [magnifi-
cently played by Gladys Cooper] are re-
markable—a study In the dichotomous
polarity in the struggle between parent and
child. She realizes that her mother is in-

Lucky Stars.” Z

prove of its obvious melodramatic senti-
ment, but the film is irresistible. Even
noted critic Pauline Kael, affectionately
refers to it as a “crummy classic,” but qu
Voyager's subtle undertext is a bit loftier
than is immediately apparent. _

Realizing that consummation of love is
not the only route to romantic fulfiliment
.the now self -actualized Charlotte will use
her newly inherited fortune to help other
disturbed young people including sharing
Henreid’s daughter. She and Paul will re-
main platonic with no foreseeable possibil-
ity of divorce.

Bette Davis uncannily convinces us that
Charlotte Vale remaining an old maid after
all, is an inevitable, if unexpectedly ironic,
outcome of her careful structuring of the
character. “Lets not ask for the stars, we
have the moon" is her much parodied,
over-exposed closing line ,as well as the
famous sequence of Paul lighting two

It's a good film' but with the accent on
“quaint.” Based on a John Van Druten
play, the story of two lifelong literary
friends—-one kind-hearted ,loyal , moder-
ately successful, the other mean- spirited,
self-centered , and successful at writing
pulp novels—seemed a natural for these
two actresses. .

Bette wisely chose the more sympathetic
role, giving Miriam free reign, but Bette's
quiet underplaying, patiently tolerating her
friends selfish caprices, predominates.
The story is a bit too tailored and tidy, but
she manages to make her noble character
interesting,. In the most publicized scene,
an exasperated Davis, having endured the
last straw, walks slowly to Miriam, shakes
her hard by the shoulders, slowly picks up
her coat ,says" Sorry” and exits quietly.
.Audiences loved it. The film is well written
and still enjoyable.

Mr. Skeffington [1944], often under-

" : s in memorable .~ s
Fanny Skeffington in Mr. Skeffington, a 1945 release. At the right is the classic open shot of “The Letter.”
| Photos are from the private collection of Dale E. Kuntz

GUST 27, 19

At the left is Davis playing the vain seifish

rated as a super-grandiose soap opera
contains one of Bette Davis's greatest
performances. The “grandeur” lies in her
magnificent acting. The" Soap” is in the
eyes of the beholder.

It couldn't have been easy for the in-
tense Bette to play a character as shallow
and vapid as Fanny Skeffington—a beau-
tiful New York socialite concerned only
with her looks and her endless parade of
suitors. Eventually she marries the wealthy
Job Skeffington whose proverbial “pa-
tience' allows a continuing circle of suitors
to flatter his wife's vanity. "She doesn't en-
courage them,” he states,

Bette gives the illusion of beauty by
sheer willpower and the carefully struc-
tured magnetism of her performance. She
uses three different vocal patterns to de-
velop the characterization.

As young foolish Fanny, the voice is
high, light and airy, with a polite superficial
grace. Fanny hates unpleasantness
.Leaming of her brother's death as WW |
pilot, she goes into hysterical shock-one of
Davis's most brilliant transitional scenes—
after which Davis alters Fanny's persona
with a sharper more cynical tone, as her
cham becomes more studied and her self
absorption increases She divorces her
husband who leaves for Gemmany with
their daughter.

For the final sequences, ravaged by
diphtheria, her beauty and suitors gone,
Bette affects an unsteady weak rasp,
shoulders slightly forward with an uneven
gait, and, completing the transformation
with grotesque make-up emphasizing ex-
treme hair loss, Befte creates a pleading
frail character who had never developed
the strength necessary for adversity.

Davis's superb performance not only
captures the pathos of age and vulner-
ability, but she transforms the struggle
between selfish vanity and loneliness into
a kind of high tragedy. The sophistication
and complexity of her approach still
amazes.

Refusing at first, but finally agreeing to
meet with her husband[superbly played by
Claude Raines],now poor and broken by
the Nazis, she discovers he is blind and
will always see her as she was..

The last few scenes with Claude stum-
bling over a footstool, and Bette's sudden
shock of remorse are very moving. Never

¢ before had she developed a role with such
i exquisite care and minute detail The
* scope and depth of her of her emotional

range is without parallel here.

It is said that Davis used her consider-
able authority to commandeer the produc-
tion. If so her Fanny Skeffington is a tes-
tament to her intelligence and integrity and
,of course ,to her inestimable talent..

Probably the most widely remembered
scene is the climactic episode in which the
aged Fanny, alone and deserted, stands
in her large darkening living room and
tearfully watches her dilapidated image in
a series of mirrors which the camera cir-
cles. The scene is doubly symboalic. It
gives pause to absorb the depth of
Davis'.s characterization and proclaims
the apotheosis of BETTE DAVIS—GREAT
ACTRESS. She was never quite to match
this moment again.

Jack Warner ought to have taken a sec-
ond look at what he had under contract.
She was to leave Warners within a few
years.
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Hello alll A few weeks ago, | was lucky
enough to have a cocktail party thrown in
my honor at Milwaukee's, This Is It bar.
What a treat! The men at the party were
wonderful and the men who came home
with me after the party we re even better!

And to Hank - don't worry about my ex-
husband, Lenny. He shouldnt have
stopped by unexpectedly and deserved
that black eye. I'm sure his collar bone will
heal quickly. It has in the past.

Anyway, a lot of the boys and girls at
that party jotted down some questions
they had. | thought this would be a fine
time to answer some. | hope your month
is going well and I'll see you soon!

Dear Ruthie,

What is your perception about Donna
Summer if any.

(not Signed)

Dear Friend,

That Donna Summer is just one of those
“Bad Girls." |s this the “Last Dance" for
Donna? Will we ever hear her songs
playing “On the Radio” again? Is she still
“Hot Stuff" or has the public said,
“Enough is Enough?” | have to say, “She
Works Hard for the Money,” but “Heaven
Knows" what will become of the heel
wearing, hair tossing, spandex loving, ra-
dio sitting, disco diva. “There Goes My
Baby." She's become a “Wanderer.”

Poor Donna. Just as she was about to
be admitted into the Diva Hall of Fame,
she decided to join the Anita Bryant Fan

Ruthie
she was born with a silver disco ball in her
mouth. Only time can tell if Donna will
graduate from the “John Travolta Come-
Back College,” or the "Margot Kidder
School of Bush Camouflage.”

We have all said things we regret. I'm
sure that if you think back 10 or 20 years
ago, you'd see that you believed things
then you would never believe today. Eve-
ryone is like this and Donna Summer is no
exception. She said some dumb things 20
years ago. She's since admitted this was
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Club. She had the nerve to say some igno-
rant things about the fans who quite pos-
sibly loved her the most.

Little Donna ... she can't help herself ...

Rascals Bar & Grill
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, Wi 54991
9549262

Door CoOuNnTY

Chanticleer Guest
House

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay, WI
54235

7460334

Eau CLAIRE

The Trading Co.
304 Eau Claire St
Eau, Claire Wi
838-9494

The Wolls's Den
302 E Madison
EauClaire, WI 54703
832-9237

GREEN BAY

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, WI 54301
437317

Napalese Lounge
515 8. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
432-9646

Sass

340 S. Broadway
Green Bay, W 54304
437-7277
Za'slJava's

1106 Main St

Sreen Bay, Wi 54301
435-5476

Club 94

2001 120th Ave
Kenosha, WI 53140
857-9958

-
Cavaller Lounge
114 N Sth st.

La Crosse, Wi 54601
782-9061

Cross Roads Bar
W6642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, Wi 53551
648-8457

MADISON

A Room of One’s
Own Book store
317 W. Johnson
Madison, WI 53703
257-7888

Geraldine's

3052 E. Washington
Madison, WI| 53704
241-9335

Manoeuvres

150 S. Blair
Madison, Wi 54703
258-9918

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

Scandals

121 W. Main St.
Madison, WI 53703
251-1030

The Shamrock
117 W Main St
Madison, WI 53703
255-5029

We Are Family
524 E. Wilson
Madison, W1 5303
258-2006

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milwaukee. Wi 53211
963-2089

B's

1579 S 2nd St
Milwaukee, W! 53204
6725580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milwaukee, W1 53204
273-7474

Boot Camp Saloon
209 E. National
Milwaukee, W| 53204
643-6900

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milwaukee, W| 53203
291-9889

C'est La Vie

231 S. Second St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
276-8890

a mistake. Take her for what you will.
Play her records (they were called records
back then, kids) and enjoy them or use
them as hot pads and roofing shingles.

MILWAUKEE

Continued

Club 219

219 8. 2nd St.
Milwaukee, W| 53204
2713732

Designing Men

1120 S. First
Milwaukee, WI 53204
388-1200

1100 Club

1100 S, 1st St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
647-9950

Fannies

200 E. Washington
Milwaukee, W| 53204
643-9633

In Between

625 S, 2nd St
Milwaukee, WI| 53204
278-96114

Just Us

BO7 S. Sth St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
383-2233

La Cage

801 S 2nd St.
Milwaukee, WI 52304
3838300

La Perla Restaurant
734 S. Fifth St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
65459888

Mama Roux Bar &
Americain Grill
1875 N. Humboldt
Milwaukee, Wi 53212
347-0344

M & M Club

124 N. Water
Milwaukee,k W| 53202
347-1962

Rene's Cozy Corner
3500 W Park Hill
Milwaukee, W| 53208
S933-RENE

S. Water St. Docks
354 E. National
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
225-9676

Station 2

1534 W. Grant
Milwaukee, WI| 53204
3835755

10% Club

4223 W. Fon Du Lac
Milwaukee, WI 53216
4470910

MILWAUKEE
Continued
This Is It
418 E. Wells
Milwaukee, WI 53202
278-9192

Triangle

134 E. National
Milwaukee, Wi 53204
3839412

Walkers Point Cafe
1106 S. First St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
384-7999

Zippers

819 S 2nd St,
Milwaukee, WI 53204
645-8330

NEENAH

Diversions
1413 Green Valley
Neenah, W)

JoDees

2138 Racine St.
Racine, W| 53403
634-9804

What About Me?
600 6th St.
Racine, WI 53403
632-0171

Blue Lite

1029 N. 8th St.
Shebovgan, 53081
457-1636

STEVENS POINT

The Platwood Club
701 Highway 10W
Stevens Point, 54481
341-8862

JT's Bar
1506 N 3rd St.

Superior, W 54880
324-2580

Trio Club

820 Tower
Superior, W 54880
3025373

Wausau

The Mad Hatter
320 Washington
Wausau, WI 54401
8423225

| bitchy disco singer), but those experiences
' mold you.
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Dear Ruthie, feeling down in the dumps about this, do
r high heels on in what | do to cheer up - wrap your entire

E:dgou Ty body in saran wrap and go greet the sail-

(not signed) ors.

= ) i i rt . Dear Ruthie,

DE::'YRqu:rI:m T W How does one get rid of week old

How long does it take you to do your (sperm) stains from Grandma's antique

hair in the morning? II:::::;
-1
g'::r'lj'{gutn;a) Yellowed, Spotted, and Sticky
i Dear Yellow,
Ymﬂ h?m ris flawless! How do you get ; Thats easy. Stop making love fo
57 mdg Grandma. _ .
g" | know I'm running behind in answernng

your letters, but please continue to send
them. | receive mail at: Dear Ruthie c/o the
Wisconsin Light/1843 N. Palmer, Milwau-
kee, WI 53212. I'm also your cyber - gal.

Feel free to e-mail questions fo me at
www. wilight.com

Dear D. and Friend, y

Well boys, when you got it, you got it. It
takes a long time to look like Ruthie, even
when you ARE Ruthie! Thank Ged for hair
spray, pool repair kits, kool-aid, mbper
cement, vegetable oil, and tequila. A little
sip of this, a little shot of that and I'm rar-
ing to go. | also roll my hair with one gal-
lon paint cans before | go to bed every
night. On occasion, I'll roll over and injure
the cat, but we all have to pay for beauty.
Dear Ruthie,

How do | find a true lover? What signs
tell me it's for real?

(not signed)

Dear Ruthie,

How do | find true love for me? And will
| ever find true love?

signed,

Customer

Dear Customer and Friend,

Well helll You were both at the party
that night! Why didn’t you find each other?
|, suppose, however, that that was sort of
my job wasn't it? Sorry. Why don't you
boys stop by the frailer park, and I'll make
it up to you? One by one. Okay... okay,
both at the same time.

Anyway, [I've gotten this question more
times than Rush Limbaugh gets tumed
down for sex. | know that you will both
find true love and when it happens, you'll
know. You may have been hurt in the past
(maybe by some hateful words from a

Tell Your Friends That

You Read All About it
in The Wisconsin Light

Labor Day
Continued From Page 19

Packer Parties

And let's not forget that our beloved
Pack begins its regular season on Monday
September 1%,  What better way to
celebrate the holiday and finish off the
weekend than at a Packer Parly at your
favorite bar.

Great places to watch the Pack in action
in Milwaukee, include In Between and the
Ball Game.

In Madison, Manoeuvres will offer a beer
bust and a free buffet. In Green Bay the
Napalese Lounge and Sass are said to be
popular places for Packer fans to
congregate.

Bible
Continued From Page 25

They make you a better partner for
someone else. Try to be happy with who
you are and the rest will follow. D_on't
spend too much time looking for Mr. Right.
Just make new friends, and enjoy life.
You'll find your man sooner this way. I've
said it before, and I'll say it again - do
some volunteer work. Not only will you be
helping someone in need, but you'll meet
a lot of great and caring people. If you're

the public.

For further information conceming Dan-
iel A. Helminiak's appearance or any Af-
terwords event, please call (414) 963-8089
or visit the Afterwords website at
www.afterwords.com

DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S
GAY ENTERTAINMENT
COMPLEX!

4 Different Places (o
Party, Dance or Relax

/ Bars = 2 Dance Floors =
4 Sound Systerms

Video = Food =Games = Dancing

Open Nightly at 8pm

NMites

‘KSUPER BUST ~K LA CAGE
| X Beer SHOWCASE
¥ Rail +( 11:30pm
¥ Call

X DJ & DANCING

all for NO COVER




Dames At Sea The Madison Rep's smash hit Dames At Sea will give a benefit performance for Madison's g

AIDS Network and Milwaukee's STD Specialties Clinic on Sunday Angust 24.

South Water Street Docks to Hold
Carnival as Benefit for AIDS Walk

By Ted Berg

Milwaukee--On August 23rd, between
2:00 and 10:00 PM, at South Water Street
Docks, located at 354 E National in Mil-
waukee, there will be an Ole Fashion Car-
nival. If you have a bit of saw dust in your
veins, you can't miss this opportunity for
fun. It's a must for kids of all ages.

See the friendly bartenders: Ray, War-
ren, Joel, Steve, Pat, and Mike.

Have your chart astrologically consulted
by the famed Jim and see if you'll meet a
tall dark stranger.

On the lighter side laugh with the talents
of the MAP Clown Troupe. Have your face
painted or sport a new Gay balloon hat for
the festivities.

What is a carnival without a Dunk Tank?
If time pemmits and victims—oh, | mean
volunteers, come forward--we will have a
tug of war.

You know how the Gay Community is
always looking for a few good men? Dan,
the manager of the bar, says there will be
games for the camie-goer fo enjoy. He
also said that if anyone would like to do-

nate their time and or artistry to please
contact him or leave a message at the bar
at 414-225-9676. There is a possibility of a
stage being set up.

All this and it's a fund raiser for AIDS
Walk Wisconsin.

For hungry carnie patrons you can par-
take in Chicken, Burgers and Corn on the
Cob at a nominal donation. All money
raised from the food and games will go to
the AIDS Walk Wisconsin South Water
Street Dock's Team. For those folks afraid
<E:;f dehydration there will be a Margarita

ar.

A special benefit of going is that you can
also sign up at the festivities to walk on
their team. There will be volunteers there
to sign you up.

The bar is looking into sponsoring a cook
out after the Walk for those who volun-
teered for them. In the past year the bar
has helped the Possum Queen Campaign
raise money for many candidates.

I'd like to thank Jim Weaton and his
partner Carl, and all bar owners who
sponsor events to help our community.
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PERSONALS)

GET INTO MY TRUNKS You'll
definitely be won over by this hot,
22 year old, college student, and

swimmer. I'm awesomely
built, with equipment to match.
[Chicago) 3912

]

SHINE THE BATPOLE This hot,
healthy, dominant, Gay, White
male, fop, 34, 6ft, 170lbs, needs o
fotally submissive, White male,
bottom fo act out my fantosy with,
I'm Batman and you're Robin. |
want you fo polish the bafpole in
the batcave, then assist me
in inferrogating the Riddler.
(Cicero) =1 5

WILLING TO EXPLORE
Novice, White male, 44, 510,
186lbs, seeks top men and
dcgjdies. I'rrll: :ﬁgﬁng to
explore wi ight guy.
(DeKalb) '8400”89 i

¥WO ON ONE BALL
WO , Latino, tops
saekssle:lx;(roung, haicrs, bottom stud,
for hat and horny anal fun. I'm
Puerto Rican, 35, 5'10, 190lbs.
He's Mexicm;, 9236(!5‘8, mﬂbs,
We've got s to fi u
for hougs, (Evanston) *438; -
A YEN FOR MEN ['m lockin
for new friendships with other fun
loving guys in the area. I'm a good
looking, 29 year old, White male,
510, 150lbs, with long derk hair,
Green eyes, and a nice build_ | like
fo work out, lift weights, jog, and
go out on the weekends. {Joliet)
w3557

MARRIED ON A MISSION
Homy, Bi, White, Married male,
35, 5'10, 175lbs, with Brown hair
and eyes seeks other Married men
tor discreet fun. [Pontioc) =3837

[ lowa |

WHAT’S GOING ON? Shy, fun
loving, guy wanis to talk to other
quys in the area. Let’s hang out
together. (Cedar Falls) 3352

NICE GUYS FINISH FIRST |
wonder if leaving this ad will be o
good way for me fo meet a nice
uy to hang oul, and do stuff with.
m o nice looking, 27 year old
White male, with sandy Blond hair,
Blue Green eyes, and a
build. 1 like fo go to sporfing
evenls, oul o Si?mer, lo movies,
and various other things. Wanna
tag along? (Des Moines] =3795

CARE PACKAGE This sexy,
White male needs someane to take
care of me. I'm info just about
onything. (Des Moines] =3304

PAGAN :&Lé vgg::jlo "
correspond, an spiritually,
with other men interested in
paganism. | have a relationship so
om just interested in friendship.
|Des Moines) =3219

Minnesota |

SERVE ME | love to be serviced
and wanna feed you a mouthful.
This handsome, 27 year old, White
male, 510, 140lbs, is in the
mood, [Austin] =4678

CLEAN CUT CAPERS Aftractive,
clean cut, Bi curious, White male,
26, 5'10, 155lbs, with Brown hair
and eyes, seeks other healihy,
masculine, clean cut, fuys_ Oto
30, for friendship and good times.
I'm clean shaven, well endowed,
uncut, and lots of fun.
|Chanhassan) =3580

Y“ksf?“; CAhI.I. ;log'flo\:;(onnu
make friends with a ing,
20 year old, White male, '3, -
220lbs2 Give me o call. Let's [wng
out and take it from there.
(Lindstrom) =4102

DOUBLE YOUR PLEASURE
Two hot Black males, both 6,
165lbs, one light skinned, one
Brown sltinneg, are locking for
some fun lo get into. Can you fake
us both on? [Minneapolis)
=4662

SHE MALE FUN Interested in she

males? I'm a looking, White
male, 510, 175lbs, thoroughly
interested in she male fun,
{Minneapolis) #4250

SMOOTH AND MUSCLED? |
want to meet o fall, muscled, top,
with a prefty smooth body. I'm o
very good locking, slender, 27
yeokr old, \?;2:19 male who can :
make reat. [Minneapolis)
v4ldgu 4

PRIVATE CLUB
Nice looking, White
male, &'1, 190lbs, with Blond hair,
seeks Married, and Bi, men for
discreet encounters. Maybe we can
even start our own privale,
discreet, club. | preter well hung
guys. I'm very talented and
versatile. [Minneapolis) =4186

ROUGH AND RUGGED? | just
moved here and want to meet a
rough and rugged, very tall, White
male, fo give myself up to. I'm o
virgin, Gay, Black male, 511,
l;%lbs, with iod looks and a
healthy attitude. | know the

meaning of the word mon
(Minneapolis) =3988

WHAT MAKES YOU FEEL
GOOD? Afiractive, submissive,
Bi, White male, in my late 30's,
seks a mature gentleman fo serve.
How con | please you?
[Minneapolis] =3963

ALL YOURS | want to meet one
or two het guys info hard-core
kink, wotersports, a little bit of
rlying, and more. I'm a
fooking: well endowed, Whie
male, &, with Blond hair, a nice
body, and it's all yours. | wanna
serve. (Minneapolis) =4007

SWEET AND NICE I'm o little
lonely and wont to meet o sweel,
and nice, young man, 18 1o 24
for good times hanging out and
messing around. (Minneapolis)
4033

YOUR PLEASURE IS MY AIM
Amiul:iive, m;a:culine, Bi, White
male, in my late 30's, is very
submissive, I'm looking for mature
nilemen to serve. | hope you'll
call and let me know how I can
please you. (Minneapolis) =3839

SHARE MY PLANS Good
natured, sincere, 18 year old,
White male, 6'2, wilz Blond hair
and Blue eyes, seeks a guy with
whom fo share my plans for o
happy life, I'm very outgoing,
enjoy almost all cutdoor activities,
and ;ve to cuddle. (Minneapolis)

=3123

MAKE A FIST I'm info red hanky

lay, both as a top and a boltom
‘m a good looking, Gay, White
male, in my 40's, 6°2, 15lbs, with
Brown hair and eyes, and a
mustache. If you're a hol man
looking for hot, red hanky, play,
let's not waste another moment.
[Winona) =4329

| Wisconsin

FUN ON THE PHONE I'm
looking for guys fo talk to on the
ne and have some fun with.

is looking, White male,
33, 6’2, 175lbs, with Brown hair,
Blue eyes, and o mustache, can’t
wait fo falk to you. [Milwaukee)
=4845

PLANT YOUR APPLESEED I'm
a very well buill, smooth, Single,
White male, 28, 5'7, and I'm
ready fo serve guys who need
special offention. If you have a big,
hard, problem, my mouth ond
throat can make it oll better. | like
guys 18 to 28. (Appleion) #4096

FREE IN THE FOOTHILLS Boy,
am | glad to be back in the
foothills. 'm e good natured, loid
back, White male, 25, 6k, 180lbs,
looking for friends and, eventually,
a relationship. I'm a farm kid who
loves the country and can't deal
with the fost pace, and insincerity,
of the city. (Baraboo) =3027

BE MY FRIEND Nothing
complicated here. I'm @ young,
White male just locking for
someone fo talk lo who'll be m
friend. (Beaver Dam) 5‘40&6

CHISELED MUSCLE
STUD I'm a 5'6, 135lb,

natural bodybiilder and swim-
mer, and | love to show off my
defined, musculor body. Let me
flex it. Go ahead, feel me. | like it.
Ooh, | know what you're leeling,
the huge bulge in my jock strap.
It's as well built as the rest of me
and loves to be licked, If you're
another well built dude with o
barbelled , it's all yours.
[Madison] =2120

READY FOR ACTION Goy,
White male seeks hot, young, Gay
friend for good fimes. (Madison)
w4166

THE WEE HOURS | want fo hook
up with hot guys in the mornings or

late evenings. Let's party
[Madison]| =3606

BODY SAFARI Young, White
male, 19, wants to meet men in the
area for ha ing out, and phy&iccﬂ
exploration. (Menasha) =3777
ALL WORKED UP Married,
middle aged, Bi, White male, 6'4,
300lbs, o former athlete, is info just
about anything, as long s it's nol
too kinky. | like men of all ages
and races. [Milwoukee] =4494

FOOT LONG AND FANCY
FREE II's a foof long and | love
men. That's right. A foot long. Gel
to kniow me. [Milwaukee) #4345

VLDEO V(zz:lljf | want 1:}:‘ meel
ofher guys ike fo wolch porno
videos and get off together.
(Milwaukee] =375

LET IT BE OUR SECRET | want
to have some discreet fun with
another hot guy in the area. I'm a
20 year old, White male, 6,
160lbs, in shape, with a
Serkad out . [Milwoukee)
©3776

FOOT IN MOUTH Do you have
a foot fetish? | sure do. Let's talk
about it, [Milwoukee) =31763

END MY WAIT Good looking,
20 year old, Gay, Asian male,
5'2, is waiting for you in Oshkosh.
[Oshkosh) =3913

EXPLORE YOUR WORLD This
professional Single, White male,
6H, 185lbs, with sandy Brown hair
seeks a clean, discreel, healthy,
well built, Bi, or Bi curious, man for
friendship, exploration, and maybe
a relationship. You should be o
non drinker and non smoker, and
enjoy the outdoors, hshinrg‘.!
camping, traveling, and the arfs,
|Steven's Point) =4395

WOW ME IN WAUSAU [ve
never been with o guy before. |
guess |'ve pushed the idea from my
mind but, suddenly, the desire has
come over me and | can’t wait any
more. I'm a nice looking,

natured, 22 yeor old, White male,
hoping you call right away.
[Wausau) =3108

GET ON WITH THE SHOW
Good looking, 30 year old, White
male seeks hot, well buil,

males, 18 to 20, only. | have lots
of inferests including X-rated
videos. Let's get logether and play.
=4267

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-546-6366.
THE MANFINDER:«SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!

1.900.370.1626
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Montana High Court
Strikes Down State’s
Sodomy Law

Washington, DC-AP-Gay, Lesbian,
bisexual and Trans gendcred activists m
Montana on July 2™, celebrated a victory
when the state Supreme Court
unanimously struck down the state's
sodomy law by ruling that sexual activity
between umscnimf adults of the same-
gender would no longer be illegal. The
victory was nearly a quarter-century in the
making.

Montana Gay and Lesbian activists
worked hard to show that the law was
unfair and denied them their guaranteed
right to pnivacy. It was among the most
severe of all the nation's st omy laws
hLL,JlL\l.: it prohibited same-gender "sexual
contact"—not just the customary ban on
anal and oral ntercourse. Violators of the
law could have faced up to ten years in
prison and a maximum $50,000 in fines.

Five states and the District of Columbia

have now decrimmalized sodomy. While
four other states have sodomy repeal
measures alive, 28 states contimue to have
same-gender sodomy laws which make it
illegal for some Americans to love whom
they choose to love.

Although the U.S. Supreme Court found
no constitutional right to prvacy for
same-gender conduct, the 1986 Bowers v.
Hardwick decision pemutted each state to
decriminalize  same-gender  sodomy.

Please See Montana Page 28

GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

$2-4/Min. 18+

EASY SEX!

Hot guys need your call. Real men.

1-800-806-7781 Aduits 18 & over only.
DIRECT PHONE ACCESS!

Your Dreams Can Come True

1“800'216'1205 Adults over 18.

WILD & BIZARRE 1-800-207-8107
CALLS FOR REAL MEN Adults over 18 only

LOVE DIRECTORY 1-800-229-1925

HOT PHONE SEX! Fast Service. 24 Hrs.
Adults 18 and over

PHONE SEX 1-809-563-0328
Int’l long distance rates apply. Adults over 18.
LOVE CLUB FOR MEN HOT SAMPLES
1'800'81 5'6671 Adults 18 and over,
HOT SENSUAL CONTACTS
Best Phone Listings. ALL NEW!
Find Out Now.1-800-933-4429

Adults over 18

THE WILD RIDE 1-800-216-1202
Adults over 18 only.
REAL MEN - REAL PERSONAL
REAL NUMBERS NOW

1-800'388"4847 Adults 18 and over anly,

DIAL IN AND GET DOWN

http://www.online18.com/manstop
Adults over 18,

USG-15TA

ROUGH TRADE

1-ON-1 WITH KINKY S&M STUDS

PHONE SEX FOR MEN
1-809-563-0334

Adults over 18. Int'l long distance rates
HARD LOVE. STRANGE DESIRES.
1-800-815-6672 rinp ourt How!

Adults over 18

Go Online for Hot Sex Connections
http://www.online18.com/manstop
Adults over 18 only.

METAL STUDS 1-800-876-8477
THIS IS AS FAR AS WE CAN GO!
Adults over 18. No major credit card needed.

BLACK MEN 1-800-933-4429
DOUBLE FANTASIES Adults over 18 only

DIRTIEST STUFF EVER
1-800-709-2227

"o names, p!ease Adults over 18 only.

PHONE SEX PARTIES

Sample These Hunks Now Call:
1-800-815-6669

Adults over 18 only.

CONTROVERSIAL SEX DESIRES

Maximum Pleasure with men

I '800'207-81 06 ADULTS OVER 18 ONLY
HOT & HORNY!

Complete Phone Service

1-800-727-2883 aduits over 16 onty.

NASTY ROUGH GROUP SEX

1-900-745-1095

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-575-4088

KINKY MILITARY TOPS: 1-900-745-4320
SHAVED SLAVEBOYS: 1-900-745-3459
HAIRY BEAR STUDS: 1-900-745-4845

| 'Hl* ) Ul)b JACK ¢

1-ON-1 WITH SLEAZY-TALKIN' DUDES
WILD GROUP JACK * DUDE TALES

1-900-745=1970

MC/VISA OR AMEX: 1-800-354-4688
UNCUT LATIN TOPS: 1-900-745-1250
HOT GAY COUPLES: 1-800-745-3120
HORNY BLACK DUDES: 1-900-745-7273

pORN,
\HDE
S\TE‘-

SEX ON-LINE: WWW. dude;ack com

In samas arsas ©

GROUP ACTION, BACKROOMS
ONE-ON-ONE, LOCAL DATING

Milwaukce

HOTTE i : |
THEHRREER | 414-224-
1-664- R
0-2071

EXXXTREME
HOT SAMPLES
011-239-3235

Live Gay Cruising
Cruise through 100 telephone
lines for a live one-on-one chat.

1-268-404-6433

011-592-591-526

International LDD Rates
J4¢ to §1.27 Per Minute. 18+

@ GAY OWNED! Just $1.99 { * for cenain optional features. WWW.MOVDO.COM
3 18+. Movo ' Media, Inc. does not prescreen © 1|I; 15 and takes no responsibility for personal meetings. BO0-B25-1598




Rotar
Continued From Page 1

Unfortunately, due to the current, the
the three

denly Rotar disappeared ben

foot high waves and was not seen

again.
The witness told The Wisconsin Light

“It all happened in a
There was no time to react.”

all those on the boat could do was scream

for help and throw what could to
Rotar. He also said that no dr or
drug use occurred during the cruise.

According to the Coast Guard, a boater
from a nearby craft, Richard Linsky, saw
the commotion and placed a cell phone ships
call to the St. Francis Police Department.
A rtescue effort that included units from
that Department as well as the Coast

Guard and the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment was immediately organized.

Brooks speculated that Rotar may have
developed cramps or become entangled
m the large amount of seaweed in the
area. Divers searching for the Rotar’s
body reported problems with accessi

the area due (o the high concentration of

sea weed and the choppy, windy waters.

A;wegotosgress,threedays after the
accident, the St. Francis Police Depart-
ment reported that the search for Rotar’s
body is continuing with the assistance of
the Milwaukee Police Department.

The body, however, remains missing,
Officials say that due to lake conditions it
may be some time before it can be recov-
ered. The Milwaukee Police ent

1s making two passes a day over the area.

mmm survived by his partner
Ricky, his family and his many friends.

Rotar was one of the few professional
bartenders in Gay Milwaukee. In addition
to his work at Club 219, his service to the
community included stints at the Wreck
Room, Your Place, the Tn :

When asked about Rotar, The Wiscon-
sin Light’s Dusty Sass said, “I've known
Kevin for about 20 years. He was some-

CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

CLEANING PERSON  desired...We're
looking for the right...Mary, Jane, Peter or
Dick, who wants to work 30-40 hrs. per week,
days, NO weekends, for an established 12 year
residential cleaning service. If you like to clean
the plumbing, (shine the pipes), clean da
“dloors, polish, dust, vacuum and do the vin-
dows (Vindow wiper), you're the Mary or
Dick WE NEED! Wages based on experience.
Insurance program offered. .. Well Mary, “grab
vour Peter” and call the DUST COLLEC-
TORS at: (414) 964-6886, for your interview.

Gay Male Couple Seeks housekeeper/person
to assist in caring for 2 teenage girls. Nice
country home, garden space, animals. Room,
board, meals, and cash, car privileges. Also
could be part-ime in exchange for room,
board. We have lots of options. Send letter of
interest to: Jim and Daryl, Rt. 4 Box 40, Viro-
qua, W154665. Fax; (608) 637-8105.

Bed And Breakfast

Inn &t Pine Ridge B & B esp for women, hot tub,
sauna, good brunch, hike, bike rest. Near Eau Claire
by reservation (715) 984-2272.

Body Improyement

-

Penis and Nipple Enlargement
Custom “vacumm pumps or surgical. Gam 1-3
inches. Penmanent, safe. Enhance erection. For
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Lated
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP (§2.95/m)

Sleeping Room for Rent

231 South 2™ Street
{Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this
Palmer, Milwaukee, WI153212.

RATES ARE 32 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Also

react" i sad i

one who really cared about the commu-
nity. Whenever I saw him he always had
a smile and he would always make try to
make everyone around him smile. He was
one class person. He'll be missed.”

Montana

Continued from Page 30
"Sodomy laws are the linchpin in every
attack against the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual

and Transgendered community. They are
usedtocmnha]izeou_:b@:qviu;anﬁas

Pride the basis for discrmination in
Continued From Page 1 employment, housing, health care and
selyes at isk for HIV becausé they don't Fmily issucs. We applaud the court for its
e ey B O O e oty by Montana activists that made the victory
devcl?)ping AIDS prevention programs ible," said National Gay and Lesbian
that not only teach HIV risk reduction |k Foree exceutive director Kerry
skills, but also reinforce the e that :
qumﬁfmadlieve spcce;suf’:l ation- | ottars

e, g
lives,” mm}g. y A. Kelly, Ph.D., the Continued From Page 4

study’s co-author and director of CAIR.
Under the best circumstances, people
often find it difficult to change behaviors
that put them at risk for HIV/AIDS. It is
even more difficult if they have many life
problems and do not have a posi-
tive outlook for the future. People with
irations are likely to take

goals and ]

Eger H%L?)smwud gmtectmg emselves
and AIDS, the study findings

The research also surveyed

status among the men. The study sh

that men in exclusive relationships were

more likely to be satisfied with their cur-

rent life situations and had more hope for

the future. However, the study not

o iupe photace eates Jrcsct o sai-

o C sat-

isfaction or whﬁm who already

have these characteristics are more likely

to enter and sustain exclusive relation-

!ﬁ:éCMRstndywasbasedmamy
of 430 Gay and Bisexual men at an urban
Gay pride celebration i 1995.

Dr. Kalichman was formerly at CAIR,
and is currently an assistant professor of

ychology at Georgia State University.

. Kelly 1s a egqfessor of psychiatry and
behavioral medicine at the Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin.

addition to Dr. Kalichman and Dr.

Kelly, the study was co-authored by
David Ram% a Research Coordinator at
CAIR and Michael Morgan, formerly a
CAIR Research Associate,

For mare information on the study, see
the August issue of the Journal of Con-
sulting and Clinical Psychology.

Climb the Grand!

HOUSING/RENT

Milwaukee-Bayview-Available Now. 2 bd.om. up-
per, appliances, lsundry hook up. Somry, no pets.
$440 per month. Call (414) 744-9693 q

House to Rent—Riverwest area. Seven room
home, sunny, but private location. Huge
fenced yard, security system. Sept. 1 or later.
$490. (414) 342-2629

Organizations

Galano Club A sodial club serving the recovering
Gay and Leshian community. Regularly scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step

meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave.,
_(LM) 2766936 x
Fleishman’s Production

Madison Area: experienced Public Speaker
will donate her voice to charities in need of
host/mc—Professional/Fun. (608) 256-0270,

form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements or

renewals.
RAME ADDRESS PHONE
i STATE ZIP

PLEASE CHECK THE ISSUE[S] IN WHICE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEAR.

__sAugl4  ,Aug28 ,Septll___

If anyone is interested in participating in
these educational projects, either by relating
personal school experiences, as parents of kids
in school now, whatever—or who have family
or friends who would help—please contact me
at PFLAG-Milwaukee, P.O. Box 21853, Mil-
waukee, WI 53221-0853; (414) 299-9198.

Thanks for the continuous comprehensive
sharing of information and inspiration.

Elna Hickson, Youth Advocate
PFLAG-Milwaukee

LBGT Christians

TO THE EDITOR:

Responding  to
commentary of July 31"

Most of us GLBT Christians don’t bang our
heads on the church door asking to be let in.
WE ARE THE CHURCH as are all of our
sisters and brothers. In reference to “the
authoritarians that constitute the Christian
Church,” the Pope, the Bishop, as much as I,
admire and respect Archbishop Weakland, are
not the church. THE CHURCH is the whole
body of believers with our good points and our
faults.

It is interesting that people who don’t believe
in the Scriptures of the work of modem
Scripture scholarship, are so quick to accept
the Fundamentalist interpretation of them.
Most modern scholars and theologians see the
Christian Scriptures as living documents, much
as we see the U.S. Constitution. Therefore, our
understanding and interpretation is constantly
growing and evolving in light of the individual
and collective experience.

We must also realize that the Bible is not a
neat book of rules, bur rather a sloppy
collection of 72 books (66 if you're
Protestant), that explore and explain individual
and/or community faith experience; books that
confirm and/or contradict each other; books,
though inspired by God, are written by men
with prejudices from their space in history.

This does not invalidate their faith
experience, but must be understood to
understand their writings. Because of this, it is
easy to pull out phrases or passages that would
indicate that the God of Abraham and Sarah,
the God of Jews, Christians and Moslems, is a
judgmental, cruel, blood thirsty and
homophobic God.

When one reads the whole of Scripture,
especially in the light of the Gospels, which
we who claim the name of Christ are called to
do, a very different God, and therefore a
different people emerges. These are a people
of caring and concern, love and inclusion.

Yes, there is homophobia in the church and
there is homophobia in the nation. Does that

Terry Sanderson’s

8 meant that we should throw up our hands and

opt out? Or are we called to be prophets to our
churches and to our world?

If one is to believe the polls, it appears that
the work of the early, openly GLBT
missionaries is paying off. Poll after poll
shows that the Chnstian in the pew is much
more accepting, much more pro-Gay than they
were only 10 years ago. In most traditional
Christian churches this is the majority; up to
75%.

Realizing that there are many in our
community who have been so hurt that they,
like the young child that is excluded from the
game says, “I don’t want to play. I don’t even
like that game."”

Many of us are like the little girls who were
told they couldn’t play Little League and said,
“The hell we can’t,” and fought until they were
put on teams.

Please don't be embarrassed by GLBT
people of faith any more ‘than we should be
embarrassed by Gay Republicans or Gay or
Lesbian soldiers, or any other life choices we
make, Diversity is what makes us such a rich
community. Let's continue to celebrate it and
stop attacking each other.

Joe Zopp
Milwaukee

No Reason to Leave

TO THE EDITOR: :

Terry Sanderson's column advises Lesbians
and Gays to give up on religion and head for
the exit door. However, his commentary, and
other commentaries like his, assume two falla-
cies pointed out by Alison Webster in the
book, Found Wanting (pp. 164-165).

One fallacy is that religion is irrelevant.
Whether a given religion is “true” or “false,”
the widespread persistence of religion in all,
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human cultures indicates that it is far from ir-
relevant.

_ The second fallacy is that in escaping Chris-
tianity (or any other religion), we thereby es-
cape patriarchy and homophobia. The assump-
tion is ridiculous even within Queer ghettos,
and utterly absurd for those of us who live out-
side the ghettos.

Oppression can survive quite nicely outside
religion, and even without religious backing.
Those of us who remain within even the most
oppressive of religious communities are quite
aware of the negative aspects of our choices,
thank you,

We happen to be gaining something here in
spite of the atmosphere of rejection or conde-
scension. Maybe we also are effecting some
change. If we do decide to leave, I think we
will have reasons with a bit more depth than
those proposed by Sanderson,

Jim Miller
Madison

Gays and Christianity

TO THE EDITOR:

This letter is in response to Terry Sander-
son’s article in the July 31-August 13 issue of
the Light. I was originally going to respond
with my usual smart-ass school of sarcasm
style that [ frequently use when writing to the
papers. But this is too important for thal.

I used to share Terry's view of religions in
general and the Christian denominations more
specifically. That has changed in recent years.
[ am happy to say that | have become active in
religion again. | can thank two denominations
for that; the Metropolitan Community Church
and the Evangelical Church of America. As the
tried and true saying goes: When God closes a
door, He/She/lt opens a window. Well, the
windows are the MCC and the EACA.

Most Christian denominations have either
rejected GBLTs or have some sort of tolerance
agenda going on. | agree with Termry that this is
an intolerable form of Christianity and I can’t
imagine anyone wanting to put themselves
through the ordeal-by-guilt or the back-of-the-
bus experience. But there are options out there.

Both the MCC and the EACA have emerged
recently. The Metropolitan Community
Church, which has an active parish in Milwau-
kee, led by Pastor Lew Broyles, doesn’t toler-
ate the LGBT community, it celebrates it. The
MCC does not allow the LBGT community to
attend services, it beseeches, begs, invites, ca-
joles, and otherwise encourages anyone to visit
or to join whether heterosexual, homosexual,
or some-other sexual. This denomination has
over 300 parishes world wide and celebrates
diversity as evidenced by the variety of wor-
ship experiences one can have from one parish
to the next. Decidedly Protestant, it offers a va-
riety of spiritual environments and consider-
able flexibility of belief.

The EACA, or the Evangelical Anglican
Church in America, is a more “catholic™ de-
nomination whose priests and bishops derive
their apostolic succession through the Old
Catholic Church. The headquarters of this de-
nomination is near Los Angeles and is my own
denomination, by the way.

This church follows the guidelines of the
Book of Common Prayer of 1979 and the lit-
urgy is virtually identical to what one would
experience at St. James or All Saints Cathe-
dral...on a somewhat more modest scale.
‘While there is no parish in the Milwaukee area
at this time, 1 hope to begin one following my
ordination at some future date.

These are not efforts to “play church” and do
“dress up.” These are legitimate denominations
that have a special outreach to the LGBT
community, but encourage anyone who wishes
to, to participate.

Terry, people may reject us, but God never
would. | understand how you feel, having
shared those feelings for nearly 30 years.
There's plenty of information available on

hoth those denominations and is available for
those who want to learn more. ..God knows.
Richard Mence

Milwaukee . -
Editor’s Note: Mr. Sanderson is a resident of

the UK. I will forward this and other leiters
that came in response to his article to see if he
would like to reply.
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