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Madison Firefighter
Screams Out Against

Lesbians and Gays

Milwaukee—The Madison Capitol
Times reports that Madison firefighter
Ron Greer has tumed religious revivalist.
Sazh_lg that he was from the “Soviet Re-
w lic of Sodom,” Greer a at the
SOk ko wonse 500 pouste: S 3 sl

ore some eata
sponsored by Wisconsin Chnsuanz
United. The event was billed as one sup-
porting Greer and building a movement
against the legalization of same-sex mar-

i o :
is a pastor of Trinity Evangelical
Church in Madison. He says he needs
money to fight the Fire ent.
Greer was handed a 90 day ion
and had been ordered to undergo diversity
traming afier he broke ent rules
by handing out anli-GaF iterature. His
case is exgeqad to go before the Madison
Police and Fire Commission in April.
The Times reports that Greer’s
was less about money and more about his

frustration in getting people to support
him. Only 5 preachers have come out in

suxmoﬂ of him.

1l you have to do is stand up and
fight!" he told the crowd. “My question
is, if the Lord has given us the power,
given us the weapons to fight, why is the

church standing back hidin§ m the fox-
hole? What is g_om? on here?”
“I am so sick of foxhole Christians, I

could just puke!” he yelled.

Afterwards, the Times reported, people
came up Lo con te him.

One man said, “The more you love, the
more le dislike you.” =

“Then | guess I'm on the right track,”
Greer replied.

Penny Adams, an artist from New Ber-
I, talked to a reporter about her brother,
whao she said “sleeps with a Jew woman.”
Adams said the woman had written her a
letter . which she talked about the pas-
sionate kiss she had witnessed as she
watched two Gay men exchange wedding
VOWS.

“And she talked about how it was im-
printed on her mind and how passionate it
was, and how they, she and my brother,
want homosexual marriages to be legal,”
Adams said disapprovingly.
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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

Tammy Baldwin Preparing To
Run For Gongressional Seat
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The Sterling Rose Award, the highest service award ARCW gives, was presented at the March 22, 1997,

Make A Promise Dinner. Presenting the award is Ed Hashek, (1). Chair of the ARCW Board of Directors:
Accepting the award is Dr. Richard J. Grzybowski, DDS, - Executive Director of the Rainbow Community

Health Centers.

AIDS Action Council Head Talks About
Needle Exchange, an AIDS Vaccine

By Terry Boughner

Daniel Zingale is a handsome young
man. He is tall and slender with a look in
his deep, dark eyes that has the intensity
of a river rushing toward the dawn when,
in a bright, new day, there will be a cure
Jor AIDS. He is doing his part. Currently,
he is the Executive Director of the Wash-
ington, DC-based AIDS Action Council,

Celebrating its Twentieth Year, SSBL
Unveils Striking New Logo

Milwaukee—A strikingly colorful Logo
has been unveiled by SSBL, Milwaukee’s
Gay & Lesbian Saturday Softball League. A
golden rendition of the Hoan Bridge forms
the background which gives the logo a
uniquely Milwaukee identification.

The water, the bridge supports (which are
actual triangles on the real bridge), and
roadway in the new logo, are done in the
Rainbow colors and carry out the color
theme. The words “Saturday Softball
League,” start in capitals and highlight
SSBL. In a tip of its hat to its 20 years of
existence, the League has inserted “Since
1977 on the bridge roadway.

Rodney Stockel, a twelve year player, de-
signed the logo during the off season.

“We wanted to have something tangible to
focus community attention on our 20 An-
niversary season and also focus on our pro-
gram to update everything about the

League,” Stockel said. “We feel this mod-
emnized Logo does that very well.”

SSBL has been working in the realities of
the ‘90’s in a new, relaxed schedule, al-
lowing players scheduled weekends off.

A new Sponsor Reach Out program to
help more players find a team to join was
among the other innovations this past year.

“Gay and Lesbian sports leagues are often
the first, and in small cities, sometimes the
only organizations found in an emerging
Gay and Lesbian community,” said Com-
missioner Dan Nelson.

“Recognizing that the traditions we have
built every 20 years need to be carried on—
SSBL has always been a leader in ethnic di-
versity, inclusiveness and meaningful ath-
letic opportunities for both men and women,
side by side, over the years. We want to
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Daniel Zingale

the nation’s only group devoted solely to
advocating at the federal level for more
effective AIDS policy, legislation and
%dm . The Council represents more
than 1,400 community-based AIDS serv-
ice organizations throughout the U.S.

Zingale came to his post in October,
1986, Formerly, he was the political di-
rector of the Human Rights Campaign.

He was in Milwaukee on March 21" to
visit the AIDS Resource Center of Wis-
consin. He took time from his schedule to
sit for an interview.

* *

Terry Bou%hner: What brings you to
Milwaukee? R

Daniel Zingale: This is just the first step
for me in getting out in the country, see-
ing what’s going on. .

I started with Milwaukee because Mil-
waukee has emerged as a leader on the
national level in terms of services for cli-
ents and on the cutting edge of change m

Turn to ZINGALE, Page 8

By Bill Meunier

In an exclusive interview, The Wiscon-
sin Light has leamed that State Repre-
sentative Tammy Baldwin has gone be-
yond the consideration stage and moved
to the preparation stage of a campaign (o
become the next Congressional re-
sentative from Wisconsin's Second Con-
gressional District.

Declann,%' that her candidacy will be
about 'working families” and Xmakm,g a

difference in ple's everyday lives"
Baldwin made her seriousness about run-
mnlg clear Lhrhgtu%out the :’lmerview. :

"I want to e groun ing,. [am
htting the ground running." said Ea]dwin.
"I believe that I have a lot to offer the
people of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict."”

Baldwin said that she will "be the only
candidate who is not sticking a finger up
i the air to see what the popular issue of
the day 1s."

"One of the things we rarely see in Con-
gress, is someone with courage and convic-
tion who really fights on issues,” she said. "
I think I will present a choice for the voters
which is very different from the way busi-
ness is done in Congress. | will be a real
fighter.”

While hasizing her willingness to
stick to principle, Baldwin also talked about
the need for bipartisanship. She spoke of
her efforts last year to regulate the Viatical
Industry. "This could have been a partisan
issue but it wasn't because I worked hard to
make that possible."

Baldwin knows that she can not run just
on human nights 1ssues, where she has what
most observers would call an outstanding
record, "l have a very extensive agenda,”
she said. " That agenda includes a living
wage the successes I had on issues like pay
equity, child care for working families, re-
tired families fighting for a very major effort
to help senior citizens stay in their homes."

Baldwin's seriousness in making the
race was underscored when she told The
Light that she had begun soliciting sup-

rt for a Congressional bid even before
mcumbent Republican  Congressman,
Scott Klug announced that he would not

Turn to BALDWIN, Page 13
CCF Becomes
Leading Sponsor of
1997 PrideFest

Milwaukee—The Cream City Founda-
tion (CCF) is the first sor to pledge
support for this year’s PrideFest celebra-
tion. Their donation of $5,000 guarantees
the retum of Milwaukee’s own History
Exhibit to the festival. This year’s dona-
tion brings CCF’s total contribution to
PrideFest over the years to just under
$37,000.

“The Cream City Foundation has been
one of our most loyal sponsors,” said
PrideFest Co-Director, Susan Cook.
“CCF made it possible for this festival to

_cﬁ'thegmuqdinthc very beginning.

s year, CCF is making it possible for
the Milwaukee History Exhibit to be seen
by thousands of visitors. Without their
sponsorship, PrideFest would not have
been able to bring the exhibit back.”

The History Exhibit is a compilation of
hundreds of articles, flyers, posters, an-
nouncements and memorabilia pertaming
L(;s[ Mﬂwa:lkee’s LBﬂ(]}T community. As

ory is always in the making, new pan-
els a.rrg being rey:earched and = ce(ﬁ'gr
this year's exhibition. In ition, revi-
sions are being made on some of the old
panels where new information has been
supplied by community members. A por-
tion of CCF’s donation is being used to
cover these expenses.

— s e i e o .
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Hawaii Struggles With Same-Sex Marriage ,

Honolulu, HI-AP- House and Senate conferces squared off Monday, March 3%,
over two bills intended to resolve the same-sex marriage controversy. |

But after a half-hour session of defining their major differences, the two sides broke
off and said they would review each other’s position and meet again in a few days.

“We're here to undo a wrong and most importantly to let the people of this state to
decide that the definition of marriage as being between one man and one woman," said
Rep. Terrance Tom, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and head of the
House conferees. i A

The wrong" Tom refers to is the 1993 state Stﬂnc Court ruling that it is uncon-
stitutional gender discrimination for the state to deny same-sex couples marmiage li-
censes without showing a compelling public mterest to do so.

Both sides are proposing a constitutional amendment to
riages in Hawaii are to be between one man and one woman,
which section of the Constitution to amend. ;

Both sides also have bills to give some of the benefits of married couples to couples
of the same-sex or other les who are now allowed by law to be marned.

The House wants to limit those to such things as hospital visitation rights, health de-
cisions, joint ownershilp of property and mr::'lfﬂ death suits. )

The Senate's bill includes those and hundreds more, including state retirement and tax
benefits, something Tom said would have an untold financial mmpact state and
county governments as well as the private sector.

ify that licensed mar-
they disagree on

Catholic Group Seeks Greater Role for Gays

Pittsburgh, PA-AP-Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton doubled his efforts to
teach tolerance after leaming of his own brother's homosexuality. Sister Jeannine
Gramick changed her life's course after leaming of the anguish Roman Catholic college
students felt at being gay.

Gumbleton and ick are among 620 activists and church leaders who met in
Pittsburgh to discuss how the Catholic Church, which still teaches that homosexual ac-
tivity is sinful, can help reach out to gays and lesbians.

" Homosexual le have experienced such terrible alienation from the church,” said
Gumbleton, an auxiliary bishop in Detroit. **They've felt unwanted and condemmed
very often. The church has not been very successful in ministering to them."

“"Too often the church has been a follower and not a leader,” said Gramick, a nun
who directs the Lesbian-Gay Ministry for her order, the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

**1 think we have a rea?)onsibility now, at the end of the 20th century, to educate peo-
ple about acceptance of minoritics and of people who are different from the main-
stream,” she said.

Gumbileton and another bishop are attending the meeting, the first time such high-
ranking church officials have shown up. The organization, which is based in Mount
Rainier, Maryland, was started m 1977.

Episcopalians Debate Homosexuality

Birmingham, AL-AP- The discussion was supposed to be about the sanctity of mar-
riage, but Alabama's Episcopal church leaders conceded that the church was really try-
mg to clarify its stance on homosexuality.

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama concluded its three-day convention Saturday,
February 16", at St. Luke's f:;giscopal Church. Clergy and elected delegates from each
of the state's 89 churches worshipped together and voted on a platform.

The one they passed affirmed the sanctity of marriage, while deleting controversial
sexual references that could have been seen as insensitive to homosexuals. _

After long debate, the phrase '"sexual intimacy finds its fullest expression in holy
matrimony” was deleted from the platform.

During the debate, such substitute terms as “'genital sexual intimacy" and ' inter-
course” were suggested and voted down before the whole phrase was finally dropped.

"It \ﬁras weakened a bit," said the Rev. Coleman Tyler. ** Any mention of sexuality
was taken out."

Church Accepts Gay Civil Rights Bill

_ Concord, NH-AP- The Roman Catholic Diocese of Manchester has given its bless-
mng to a bill that would ban discrimination against homosexuals after lawmakers agreed
to modify the bill.

Diocese officials insisted the bill be amended to protect the policy positions of the
church, as well as the inclusion of a section stating adoptions by homosexuals and
same-sex marriages still would not be permitted.

Supporters say New Hampshire lags behind other New England states in passing laws
to protect homosexuals from discrimination. Opponents argued the bill would create a
special status for homosexual behavior.

Air Force Officer Resigns

Honolulu, HI-AP-The secretary of the Air Force accepted the resignation Tuesday,
March 4%, of an officer charged with sodomy, a day before his court-martial was to

begin.
gi-l“ . Robert Saragosa's lawyer said the resignation, which was submitted nearly two
months ago, is “'not an admission of guilt" but rather a way to avoid a court-martial.
If Saragosa had been convicted of all the charges against him he could have faced a
maximum sentence of 35 years in Brison and dismissal from the Air Force.
I am understandably relieved by the secretary’s decision," Saragosa, a 12-year vet-
eran who was stationed at Hickam Air Force Base, said in a statement.
However, I am disappomnted that the process got this far and that the Air Force still
fecls the need to spend money and effort to delve mto such matters."
During the past two years, eight Air Force personnel in Hawaii have been discharged
for homosexual acts.

Pro-Gay Bills Outnumbered in the States

Washington, DC—According to The Washington Blade, a survey conducted by the

per of the 50 state legislatures has found that 40 pro-Gay bills and 48 anti-Gay bills
Egvc been filed to date. Of the 48 anti-Gay bills introduced, 39 of them seck to ‘Prolubll
same-sex marriage. The Blade found that GOP lawmakers introduced about 75% of all
anti-Gay bills filed thus far. \ _

“It’s no surprise to me,” Rich Tafel, executive director of the Log Cabin Clubs, when
asked to comment on the lu'g\ percentage of GOP-sponsored anti-Gay legislation.
“That’s the whole reason Log Cabin was created. Our purpose is to educate the Repub-
licans... The question for the Gay movement is how to reach those Republicans. If we
can’t make them friends, how do we at least not make them enemies.”

GOP Against Assisted Suicide

Montgomery, AL-AP- Republican legislators and Attomey General Bill Pryor want
to send a waming to Dr. Jack Kevorkian and other doctors who help patients commit
suicide: keep out of Alabama.

Pryor and his stafl have drafied legislation to make physician-assisted suicide a crime
pnmxshablelzy u*a to 10 years in prison.

““We shouldn't be playing Gog,l‘? said Sen. Dwight Adams, R-New Brockton, who in-
troduced Pryor's bill in the Senate.

Lesbians Determined Not to Give In to
Terrorism; Reopen Atlanta Nightclub

Atlanta, GA—In an update to our lead
story in the last issue, the Otherside
Loun Egina Lesbian and Gay nightclub that
was bed m late Ft_abrggg. reopened
Friday, February 28, amid beefed-up secu-
rity and determination among Gays and
Lesbians not to give in to fear of terronsts.

**We will not be intimidated," said Mark
King, are at The Otherside Lounge.

Friday, February 21%, a nail-laden de-
vice exploded near the club's rear patio
and injured five le. Police found a
second device in the parking lot and deto-
nated it.

Owner B::hverly McMahg:d hired secumypoh

ds for the reopening, seven police
gti%arm were posted at the club. Exira po-
lice also patrolled the Midtown neighbor-
hood, home to many of the city’s Gay and
Lesbian businesses. )

A man wearing a ba ck and carrying
a briefcase was sto and searched by
p;}ltl)ce before he was allowed to enter the
club.

“This is probably the safest place in
Georgia,” said Maria Helena-Do one
of the first to arrive Friday.

the nightclub, handwriting experts say.

The writer is a racist and is agamst
feminists, Gays and law enforcement, said
Michael Rustigan, a criminology profes-
sor at San Francisco State University.

The letter, sent to various news outlets
in the city in February, purported to be
from the Ammy of God, a name associated
with an under, d manual on terroriz-

g o i

ever, investigators have questioned
the authenticity of the letter's claim of re-
spﬂns:bﬂfgdfo&{ t\;}n blasts ;} the clinic n}
Jams e February V)
ﬂlcun:lgltclub, which mjured am 12

e.

pel(:l::lrobnbly was written by one methodi
cal and systematic person, a rural or sub-
urban Saltyg.e with spotty employment, Rus-

“The war here is not specifically against
Gays or abortion facilities. It's a general
mﬁsm tlle'.'u;s.'.'1 of hatred of a government,"

sai
Catherine Lane, a certified handwriting
examiner with a specialty in behavior pro-
filing, said the letter's large block print

Patrons said they won't let the bombing shows someone with poor concentration

frighten them away. [

1 think gathering places like these are
real 1
Chns Earro]l before she went inside.

** Although I'm not a bar—hcpﬁmg

it's real important for us to be here.’

Workers replaced broken windows,
damaged carpet and smashed lights
hole m the patio left

was a dama,
of rocks
found.

At the

director of the Christian )
statement condemning the bombing.

ed retaming wall

t for the community," said

. A
the blast was
patched. The only sign left of the bombing
and a pile
ere the second bomb was

st of the Human Rights

C), Reed, executive
).R?*li}: e B

skills, but an extroverted with
a desire to be heard. _

“‘He doesn't want to follow society's
rules," Ms. Lane said.

FBI Denies Link 4

Federal officials denied reports that in-
vestigators have linked the Centennial
Olympic Park bombing and later attacks
on an abortion clinic and the LesBiGay
nightclub. :

News reports Friday, March 7%, said
investigators found similarities in the
three bombings, and that there may be a
“fozzy" video image of the Olympic
bomber.

“*We don't have the silver bullet," FBI
spokesman Jay Spadafore said of the

“The recent bombing of a predominatnly videotape

Gay and Lesbian bar m Atlanta was an act
of indefensible terrorism and cowardice,”
Reed said. “It is the very antithesis of our

compassionate stand on be-
half of the sanctity of the traditional fam-

humane and

ﬂy-"
The Bomber

One angry man, not a group, likely If we

wrote a letter claiming responsibili

finks in

As for links in the bombings, Spadafore
said it's not possible to conclude that any
of the devices were made by the same per-

son or Ws 5.8

“"We're not being disingenuous,” Spada-
fore said. **"We have strong es
among the devices and differences as well.
a signature and knew it was the

for same guy, the differences wouldn't mat-

the bombings of an abortion clinic and a ter."
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MAP Calls for Action as State Plans to
Distribute Ryan White Funds

Milwaukee—Access to commumity
based services, and therefore access to
new lifesaving AIDS medications, such as
those provided by the AIDS Resource
Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) are d|je¢.1p-
ardized by the State of Wisconsin's distri-
?ll];]liill plan for federal Ryan White AIDS

S.

Community based AIDS services, in-
cluding transportation assistance, benefits
planning, food services, housing and legal
assistance are crucial to enabling people
with HIV/AIDS to maintain rigorous
treatment regimens. Since the advent of
new triple combination AIDS treatments,
demand for commmity based services is
dramatically higher: .

food programs have expenenced a
60% increase m the last nine months

transportation requests have doubled

requests for legal assistance and bene-
fits planning are up as much as 40%
Compounding the need for mcreased
community based AIDS services is a 25%
lower AIDS death rate in Wisconsin, and
a projected new 400 cases of HIV in 1997,
ese trends result in client to case man-
ager ratios approaching 100 to 1 in urban
areas of Wisconsin, and 40 to 1 in rural
areas. Without greater finding, Wiscon-
sin's AIDS service providers will be
overwhelmed and people with HIV/AIDS
will not have access to services they need
to mantain new drug regimens. _

The State of Wisconsin is requesting
mput on how to utilize federal Ryan
W]131j1'e funding in 1997. The State's grant

has increased by 40% in 1997, however
the state has only increased funds for
community based services by 10%.

Instead of providing mcreased funding
for community based services, the State
has umnecessarily overbudgeted for the
purchase of AIDS drugs, and increased
administrative funding by 158% in the last
two years. This funding needs to be allo-
cated to direct services to people with
HIV/AIDS.

"Because demand for commumity
based AIDS services i1s dramatically
higher, we need hfpmplc concerned about
the ;1uamv of life of those living with
HIV/AIDS to encourage the State to redi-
rect at least $200,000 of the Ryan White
CARE Grant funds to much needed com-
munity based services,” said Mike Gif-
ford, director of Public Policy for ARCW.

For additional mformation, please call
ARCW's Public Policy Department at
(414) 225-1547.

You can make your voice heard at one
of the public heanngs listed below, or by
writing to: Wisconsin AIDS/HIV Program
Divsion of Health ,1414 E. Washingion
Ave. Room 167 Madison, WI  53701-
0309
e-mail GUILFSM@DHFS.STATE. WLUS

Public Hearing in Milwaukee

April 9, 10 AM - | PMAprl 10, 2 PM -
5 PM 631 E. Chicago (Free parking al
Italian Community Center)

Public Hearing in Madison

1414 E. Washington Blvd, Rm 232

(Free parking in Dickson Street Lot)

Anti-Gay Marriage Bill Assembly Floor
Debate Put Off Until May 13"

By Bill Meunier
Madison— Efforts to pass State Repre-
sentative Lomraine Seratti's (R- Spread
EL&I%IB) Anti-Gay marriage bill AB 104
ered a set back when a full Assembly
vote on the bill was delayed unti May 13.
The decision to delay the vote followed
an acrimonious meeting of the Assembly's
Commitiee on Families and Children.
The Committee voted to recommend pas-
sage of AB 104 ona 610 3 vo

Digging for dirt? Ralph Ovedahl of Wisconsin
Christians United digs in his pocket while waiting to
speak at the anti-Gay marrisge hearing in Wausau,
March 10.

The Committee meeting was punctuated
by sharp exchanges between Democrats
and Republicans. State Representative
Shirley Krug (D-Milwaukee) offered a
motion to table consideration until every-
one who attended the Committee's hearing
in Wausau had a chance to speak.

Chairman Michael Hubesch (R-La
Crosse) refused to give in on the issue.
Hubesch said none of the 165 geople who
were not called to speak would have said
anythiu&i that wasn't already said by the 80
who did speak. Hubesch also said he had
made certain that everyone on the Com-
mittee received copies of written testi-
mony from some of those who didn't

speak.

Other Republicans spoke of other hear-
mgs where not everyone who came (o
speak was allowed to do so.

Krug responded that she doubted any-
one on the Committee had the time to read
the hundreds of pages i the short tme
that had elapsed een the Committee
vote and the distribution of the testimony.
She also argued that because of the hear-
mgs location and the distance most people
traveled to be there, it was unfair to vote
on the issue before allowing them to
speak. "No wonder people are growing
mgé'c cynical towards government,” she
said.

b

Rebecca Young (D-Madison) and
Notestein both weighed into the debate
asking for a postponement. Both ques-
tioned why the bill was needed. They
pointed out that Wisconsin law already
forbids Same Sex Marmriage and would
prohibit Wisconsin residents from going
out of state to get married in any state that
recognizes Same Sex Marriage.

Young said "This would not affect any
situation except for someone who lived in
Hawaii, (if Hawaii ever does allow Ga
marriage) got married there and then le

g paradise to moye to Wisconsin."

Notestein attacked some of the testi-
mony given by the bill's mtxgponcrs at the
Wausau hearing, calling their testimony
"hateful and offensive.” Even some Re-
publican supporters of the bill admitted
that some of the testimony disturbed them
as well but they claimed that hateful tes-
timony was given on both sides citing
those speakers who called the bill hateful
and homophobic.

Following the vote, a visibly angry
Notestein held up some papers in front of
where she and the other Committee mem-
bers sat. The papers contained informa-
ton on AIDS transmission and other
STD's among Gay men. Even some of the
bill's supporters seemed to view the sheets
with disdain.

"I find these things to be extremely of-
fensive," said Notestein, "How can any-
one look at this and still say that this bill
is not motivated by hate."

The Committee clerk reported that the
gapers_ were put there at the request of
eratti.

Later that day, the Assembly's Rules
Committee, over Seratti's objection, voted
to delay further consideration until May.

The rescheduling followed last minute
maneuvering by openly Lesbian State
Representative Tammy Baldwin (D-
Madison) and Notestein, and others.

Baldwin and Notestein threatened to use
every procedural rule they could to tie up
the Assembly for a full three day debate if
the vote was not delayed to May.

Although the Republican leadership
wanted to approve the deal, Seratti balked
and kept msisting that the leadership
honor its promise of a quick debate and
vote.

Sources say the Republican supporters
now want to nm away from Seratti's bill
as fast as they can. They were taken by
surprise when hundreds of Gays, Lesbians
and their supporters tumed out for the
public hearing in Wausau. They are also
said to be concerned about being identi-
fied with proponents of the bill who called
Gays and Lesbians "perverts" and "degen-
erates."

Action Wisconsin with help from
Tammy Baldwin's office is working on
plans to use the time before the vote to
convince members of the State Assembly
to vote against the bill,

. As it stands now, floor debate on AB104
1s rescheduled to Tuesday, May 13", for a
one day, six hour debate,
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Urvashi Vaid to Open
Out and About Series
at UW-Madison

Madison—The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexugl,
Transgendered Out and About Series will
make a brilliant smash in Madison. The April
14-27 event will take place at UW-Madison.
While we will be carrying more details in the
next issue, here are a few of the highlights.

e On Monday, April 14, nationally known

activist Urvashi Vaid will address issues

of race, gender and sesuality and how all
these intersect. Vaid will be speaking in

the Music Hall Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.

On Tuesday, April 15, Patrick Scully, a

performance artist, will examine being

Queer in America. Call (608) 262-7592

for location and time,

On Wednesday, April 16, Will Fellows,

author of Farm Boys, the wildly popular

book, will present “An Evening of

Fabulous Farm Boys” in the Great Hail,

Memorial Union, at 8:00 p.m.

e  On Thursday, April 17, there will be an
LGBT film fest. Included are: Hustler
White; Got This Way From Kissing
Girls; Chaero. The films will be shown
at 9:00 p.m. in the Frederick March Play
Circle, Memorial Union, Film fest Il will
be on Thursday, April 24.

The series, which concludes with an LGB
graduate reception, is sponsored by the Ten
Percent Society, the Lesbian, Gay and Blsepf-
ual Campus Center and the Campus Women's
Center.

LGBT Youth Summit
to be Held in
Washington, DC

Milwaukee—The National Youth Ad-
vacacy Coalition (NYAC) will sponsor
the First Annual National Summit for
LGBT youth in Washington, DC, April
27-29. The mission of the Summit is to
create a forum for youth and adults to ex-
change cutting edge information; to de-
velop local, state and national advocacy
strategies; and to advance the field of
services and advocacy for and with
LGBT youth through participation in dis-

CLASS & CULTURE

RETAILERS/WHOLESALERS
PURE SILK

; _{ SEQUINNED/BEADED

PAGEANT/DESIGNER GOWNS
FULL LENGTH DRESSES
SHORT DRESSES
JACKETS « VESTS » BUSTIERS
MATCHING SHOES/PURSES

GROUP DISCOUNT/ LAYAWAY

The Grand Avenue -

: Downtown Milwaukee
“yPlankinton Building * First Floor
414-276-9255

SHOE STORE

Grand Avenue Mall

MILWAUKEE, Wl 271-5175

cussion roundtables and skills building
sessions.

The Summit will focus entirely on the
mental health and physical health needs
and advocacy trends for GLBT youth,
The event will be limited to 200 people.

On Monday, April 28, Summut partici-
pants will have the opportunity to meet
with their members of Congréss on the
Hill. Meetings will also be set up with
Clinton Admimnistration officials.

The Summit will be held at the Radis-
son Barcelo Hotel in the Dupont Circle
area. Their reservation number is |-8()(-
333-3333. Mention you are with NYAC
1o guarantee your discounted room of
$109 per night for single or double
TOOmS,

For more information, call Andy Garcia
at (202) 319-759, h

Cream City Chorus
To Hold Annual
Meeting in April

Milwaukee—The Wisconsm Cream
City Chorus will hold its Annual Meeting
on Wednesday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m.. at
the First Unitanan Society at 1342 N.
Astor.

Among the items on the agenda will be
the bi-annual election of Vice President
and Treasurer, the appointment of a Pub-
licist, and discussion of several key is-
sues. These include, but are not limited
to, Chorus goals, dynamics and direction.
m light of the recent resignation of Scolt
S. Stewart as Musical Director of the
Chorus. Results of a recent survey of past
Chorus members will also be rcvicch

All Chorus members are encouraged to
altend, as are previous members who
might be interested in returning to the or-
ganization.

Don’t Forget! The Cream City Chorus’
spring concert, “To Every Season...”
featurmg Faure’s “Requiem,” followed by
songs of hope and mspiration, will be
held on Saturday, Apnl 5, 8:00 pm. at
Cross Lutheran Church, 1821 N. 16™ St.
Tickets are $8 in advance, SI0 at the
door, and are available at BestD Clinic,
Mama Roux, AfterWords Bookstore, and
through the Chorus office. Write to: P.O.
Box 1488, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1488,
or call (414) 344-WCCC,

Dive into excellent hair
& skin care at
Community Pharmacy.
You'll be swimming in
natural & botanically
based products &
scads of less
expensive body
care by the ounce
(bring your own
bottle and save).
For your hair,
for your skin,
for the bath
our selection
is splendid.
And we have
a mail-order
catalog.
So if you
can't make
it to
Madison ...
we'll come
to you!

COMMUNITY
PHARMACY

341 State Street
(at Gorham)
MADISON
call for a catalog (608) 251-3242,
tty (608) 251-5339,
preseriptions (608) 251-4454
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Endorsements

State-Wide
Walt Kelly

Judicial campaigns usually do not generate much passion. We believe this time
should be an exception. In the race between Walt Kelly and Jon Wilcox for a seat on
the Wisconsin State Supreme Court, we whole heartedly endorse Walt Kelly.

When three women, and two women and a child, tned to rent apartments in_Sun
Prairie, they were refused. Wilcox refused, too. He voted to throw out a Dane
County law that banned discrimination against cohabitants.

Wilcox joined the majority in an opinion that said a Lesbian or Gay man could not
adopt a partner’schild. 25e TR, :

Wilcox voted to deny visitation rights to divorcing same-sex non-custodial partner.
Wilcox wrote that a Lesbian couple were not a family. : _

Wilcox is strongly s rted by former Eove_mur Martin Schrieber who told a

athering of 102 Lesbians and Gay men that he did not think same-sex couples could
Eave a moral relationship. ‘ _ D ol

Walt Kelly is a progressive who is on record as saying that he disagrees with Wil-
cox on his decisions. ! (oot ¥4

We, therefore, endorse Walt Kelly without qualification.

John Benson

In the race for State School Superintendent, the contest is between a moderate and
the ideological Right, In this race, we endorse the moderate, John Benson.

Benson's opponent, Linda Cross, is a strong supporter of giving cgubhc funds to
private religious schools, many of which can be counted on to teach hemophobia.
For this reason, Cross has received unstinting support from the Religious Right. We
endorse Benson.

Milwaukee
Bill Brash

There is one Milwaukee judicial race that we believe deserves your consideration.
This is the contest for the Circuit Court, Branch 7. In this race we endorse Judge Bill
Brash. Brash has a long record as a progressive on the bench. His support includes
US Congressman Tom elt, Milwaukee County Executive Tom Ament, Milwau-
kee County Supervisor Dorothy Dean, all progressives and friends of our commu-
nity.

Madison

Deborah Carter Lawson

In the race for School Board in Madison, we strongly support incumbent Deborah
Carter Lawson. Lawson's opponent, Tom Ragatz, 1s said by local LGBT commu-
nity leaders as representing one of the worst threats to the rights of our commumity
since ultra-conservative Earl Kielley. Ragatz has a long record of ogpusilion to civil
rights. For example, he was a leader in defending the Madison Club in its efforts to
exclude women members. He refused to attend a school board forum sponsored by
Gays, Lesbians and Allies for Diversity in Education.

In other cuntested Madison races, we endorse progressive candidates Andrea
Houlihan and Ruth Roberts. We endorse incumbent Juan Lopez.

A Close Call: Falk for Dane County Exec

Dane County voters are faced with a difficult choice in their April | election of a
new County Executive. On on the one hand they have an expenenced public offi-
cial. On the other hand there is an attormey whose concems and ideology seem to be
more in tune with Dane County's.

Michael Blaska is the more experienced candidate. He has been a County Supervi-
sor and a County Board Chairman. But many have been disturbed by Blaska. His
tenure as County Board Chairman was marked by rancor on the Board. Furthermore
his visit to the opening of a "Hooters" night club seemed to be in very poor taste.

Blaska's ;}Pponml is Susan Falk, an attomey who works with the Wisconsin Attor-
ney General's office.  Falks stance on the issues is more progressive than Blaska's.
But Falk lacks any experience in County Government.

Furthermore we are disturbed by the fact that twice during the pri campaign a
representative of this publication was told by Falk rters that its founder was
supporting Falk. We believe that misinformation may have been deliberately spread

by Falk's campaign team in order to justify pulling away support from openly Gay
candidate, Dick Wagner in the primary, the candidate wholeheartedly supported by
the real founders of The Wisconsin Light,

Nevertheless we give Falk the edge in this race. Blaska's experience in County
Government has been marked by division and argument. His attitude on a wide vari-
ety of issues is disturbing. So too is Falk's lack of experience, but while it's a close
call, we believe that Falk is the better choice for Gay and Lesbian voters.

Editor’s Note .o

1 could not get over how angelic he was.
His pale skin had a translucency to it that
gave him an ethereal beauty that 1 had
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at a Glance
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Walt Kelly
State School Superintendent
John Benson

Milwaukee
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School Board
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Dane County Executive
Susan Falk

quences for all concemed, Gay, straight,
no matter who you are.

Hundreds of people were at Make A
Promise that night. Uncounted hundreds
31301'8 fz_ne m the ﬁomwéili:s everyl single

y of every single e at the
Brady Street Clmic, at 5.4t St
Camuillus, at Madison’s AIDS Network,
all fighting, doing what they can, what-
ever they can, whenever they can. These
valiant people know that there are no “in-
nocent victims,” there are only those af-
{]ictedwithanilhlessﬂlatthrearmsthﬂir
ives.

In those ious few moments I spent
with the ggily, everything about the
fight against AIDS came down to Bran-
don. In him [ saw what it is that the peo-
ple at Make A Promise, at BestD, at St.
Camillus, at the AIDS Network and hun-
dreds of other places across this country
are doing. They are laboring so that a lit-
tle boy like Brandon will see more sun-
nises, and the full moon shining in a frosty
winter night. He will reach out a hand to
touch the myriad stars. He will laugh, he
L Oy o e

owing tree. 0 an
will spend more hours (%1 the Intemnet.

Because of those “in the trenches,” he
will grow and know love. He will leam
gibgu love because of all those who loved

And if one little boy will live and grow,
others will, too. Others will taste the wine
of life, young and old, rich and poor, fe-
male and male, all races, all faiths, all

sexual orientations. They will get this
chance. They must have this chance. Eve-
in our humanity cries out that they

millsltaléafethigchancq. T :

since finished my cigarette—
and sevgg? more. 1 went ui’suie to eat.
Afterward, as I was leaving, Brandon’s
mother and I embraced. I said something
ioﬁher—[ don’t know what it was—and
eft.

Outside the hotel, the air was cold
against my cheek. A few snowflakes
danced in the wind. As I looked back, my
eye got some dust m it. I wished Brandon
well before I pulled up my collar and
headed into the night.

Letters

only rarely seen before. Yel, at the same
Brandon ume, he was boy, all boy, boy with
By Terry Boughner skinned knees and a dirty face; boy with a

I wanted a cigarette—and that led to all
the rest.

It began simply enough. Jerry and I
were attending the annual Make A Prom-
1s¢ Dmmer at Milwaukee's d, Fin de
Siccle Pfister Hotel. While E;'[; went off
to mingle, I went looking for a spot to sit
and smoke. From there I would watch the
passing de of hundreds of gople.
most in formal wear—tuxes or beads,

As I recalled from previous years, there
was a table with an ashtray and a small
grouping of chairs back by the dining
room. | went there.

A man and a woman were there before
me, both in their mid-30s so it seemed.
He was good looking with a strong,
friendly, open face. Sﬁe had a startling
beauty about her, willowy without being
fragile in the least.

_The man and woman were smoking. |
lit up. Though we'd never met before, the
three of us struck up an easy conversa-
tion, prmngled by the camaraderie that
bonds smokers these days,

Seated with them was a boy, 12, 13
zears-old. 1 thought. He was wearing a

lack tuxedo. A small red rose chmg
stoutly to the laﬁtlasl. His hair was the color
of spun honey. His large, solemn eyes had
look to them as if, even at his age, he had
had a world of trouble flung at him. The
man and woman were his parents. His

mischievous glint in his eyes that said he
might have just replaced the sugar with
the salt; boy walking barefoot with a
fishing pole in his hand; but boy of the
*90s who liked video games, spent lots of
time on the Intemet, and wore a diamond
stud in his lefi ear.

Brandon said little. Like any kid his
age, he was clearly bored. Besides, he had
new shoes on and they pinched. His tux
itched. I didn't need words to tell me that
he was there because his parents were
there. That brought back so many memo-
ies.

His mother told me that they lived m a
town up north. I asked them what brought
them to the Make A Promise Dinner. She
said that Brandon was portrayed in one of
the paintings in the “Faces of AIDS” se-
ries.

They come regularly to the AIDS Re-
source Center of Wisconsin, she said.
They also go to the National Institutes of
H (NIH), in Washington, DC, every
other week. Brandon is one of the first
two children to be accepted in NIH’s
quteasq mhibitor program. She told me

¢ 1s doing well.

I loo out on the crowd swirling
around us. They were all here in this hotel
to contribute what they could in the fight
against AIDS. It makes no difference how
its contracted, it’s still a disease, a disease
like any other, terrible, tragic in its conse-

Praise for Notestein

TO THE EDITOR:

Representative Barbara Notestein (D-Mil),
deserves a massive round of applause for her
recent contributions to the debate on the anti-
same-sex marriage bill. Her comments during
hearings of the State Assembly’s Children and
Families Committee on which she serves were
excellent and brilliantly made.

Gay and Lesbian residents of the 19" Dis-
trict which she serves, should be proud that
their state assemblyperson represented them so
well during this contentious debate. Indeed, all
Gay and Lesbian citizens in Wisconsin owe a
debt of gratitude to Representative Notestein
for her articulate presentation of our case.
Scott H. Evertz
Madison

Orthodox Rabbis

TO THE EDITOR:

It’s been a busy month for Fundamentalists.
Islamic Fundamentalists resumed their bomb-
ing campaign in the Middle East, killing four
people and wounding many more in Tel Aviv,
Christian Fundamentalists in Wisconsin
stepped up their Gay bashing with Wausau
hearings on a bill outlawing marriage for ho-
mosexuals, Jewish Fundamentalists haven’t
been on vacation either; the Union of Ortho-
dox Rabbis of the United States and Canada is
to declare that Conservative an Reform Jews
aren’t really Jews after all.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel found the

action of the Orthodox rabbis so shocking that
it gave substantial space on its front page and
a large space inside its Saturday edition to the
story (perhaps it felt local Orthodox Jews
wouldn’t read the paper on the Sabbath, so it
Turn to LETTERS, Page 5
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More Features
Debut With This
Issue of "The Light"

Our readers have told us how much they
enjoy our new features like "Dusty's Corner,"
"Ask Ruthie" and our exciting new Gay serial
"Statues of the Sacred Band," (For installment
2 of our serial see page 19 of the SpotLight
Section.)

With this issue, The Wisconsin Light de-
buts three new features, "Talking With the
Stars", an interview column, the Wisconsin
Light Book Section and our new website
www wilight. com.

Talking With The Stars” is an exciting mnter-
view column written by Jeff Newman, special
to Wisconsin Light. [t will feature interviews
with nationally known entertainers with an
emphasis on Les/Bi/Gay stars. The debut,
"Talking With The Stars" contains a wonderful
interview with openly Gay, HIV+, Grammy
Nominee, Jazz Pianist. Fred Hersch. We are
sure you will enjoy Hersch's insightful com-
ments and perspective.

The new Book Section will contain reviews,
info about book signings and author appear-
ances and anything else those who enjoy Gay
literature would like to know about,

Look for more of the same in future issues
with interviews from Bernadette Peters, Catie
Catalan, Ashley Mc Issac, Gloria Estafan and
more.

Starting on Friday March 28, The Wiscon-
sin Light opens a new pathway on the infor-
mation superhighway, our new web site,
www.wilight.com.

Wilight. com will contain a sampling of arti-
cles from our latest issue, articles from previ-
ous issues and our own Gay news lickers on
both the Front Page and the SpotLight page.

It also offers an easy and convenient way to
get ad information, send us announcements
and press releases and even to write a letter to
the editor.

Point your browser to www wilight com
and join us as we present Wisconsin's only na-
tionally respected Gay publication to a world
wide audience.

Letters

LETTERS
Continued from page 4

could escape charges of anti-Semitism, such as
those brought on by its notorious cartoonist of
Mayor John Norquist's trip to Israel).

What the Journal Sentinel either failed to
notice, or decided wasn't important enough to
print, was that earlier in March, the same
group of Orthodox rabbis threatened to boy-
cott the U.S. Holocaust Memorial because it
contains information about Gay victims of the
Nazis.

The failure to speak out against the anti-Gay
action of the rabbis, and their subsequent ac-
tion against the vast majority of American
Jews, reminds one of that famous and ubiqui-
tous quotation from Martin Niemoeller, the
pastor who was a victim of the Nazis, which 1
paraphrase here: First they came for the so-
cialist, and I didn’t speak out—because 1 was
not a socialist. Then they came for the homo-
sexuals, and 1 didn’t speak out—because I was
not a homosexual. Then they came for me, and
there was no one lefl to speak out.

Al Geiersbach
Milwaukee

Right On, MATA!

TO THE EDITOR:

I heard something recently that has
prompted me to write this letter. Margaret, my
life partner, and I were talking to some friends
when someone asked if MATA was “homo-
phobic™? The question was more directed at
Margaret because she happens to be an em-
ployee. However, not being the shy type and
also co-hosting the TIP program at MATA, I,
too, felt I would add my 2 cents! Personally, 1
was thinking what a strange comment or accu-
sation. After all, Margaret and [ have not got-
ten any offers from Channels 4, 6, 12, 58 or
even 10 to do a regular talk show with Lesbian
hosts, guests and topics! Granted, our show is
only monthly, however MATA likes our show
so much they repeat it 3 more times before the
next live broadcast!!

So, getting back to the homophobia ques-
tion. | have not heard anything so outrageous
since Mark Belling does drag on weekends!
(He simply does not have the legs!)

Is our community getting so paranoid that
we are no longer able to recognize our true
friends and supporters? Or are our adversaries
simply hiding in the closet these days and we
have to start making up rumors about an or-
ganization that prides itself on promoting, ad-
vancing and cultivating diverse programs,
such as my favorite TIP program, “Gay By
God's Will,” “The Queer Show,” and all the
other special GLBT oriented programs, such
as the outstanding MATA programs that are
produced by Tim Marshall.

Well, I am asking these producers to also of-
fer their public support of MATA as MATA
Has time and time again supported us through

their programming, hiring practices, and en-

couragement. Let’s put an immediate halt to

this nonsense that MATA has any homopho-
bic policies or positions. Let's take a look at
the facts:

e My girl friend, along with other openly
Gay men and Lesbians work at MATA;

e MATA currently airs “The Queer Show”
and “Gay By God’s Will” on a weekly
basis and even does a repeat airing of
these programs (Frankly, I could only
watch “Ellen™ once in the same week!)
and the monthly TIP program, the only
openly Lesbian talk show;

* MATA also airs the Gay and Lesbian
drama series, “True to Desire”;

e MATA makes available over $50,000 of
video equipment for taping of programs
on location, such as PrideFest, for any
Milwaukee resident after taking a short
fraiming course.

Surely there are more identifiable targets out
there in “homophobia land” that we need to
start and continue educating. SO, as for now, I
throw my support to MATA. As a famous
Milwaukee saying goes, “It's MATA Time!”

Check out MATA’s great lineup of pro-
grams OR, if you are a Milwaukee resident,
start your own program. Until NBC calls, |
and the TIP Show will stay with MATA.
Watch us the first Saturday of the month at
9:30 p.m. BE THERE, BE QUEER!

Mary L. Messerlie

Milwaukee

Gay Business, Gay Pride

TO THE EDITOR:

I was surprised to see the face of PrideFest
Co-director Sue Cook on the cover of the
Weekend Cue section of the Milwaukee Jour-
nal on Friday March 21, 1997. 1 was even
more surprised when I read the inside story
with her comments about where she likes to
take her out of town guests.

For some reason [ thought that as Co-director
of Pridefest, Cook was out to promote Gay

pride, especially when speaking as the Co- |

Director. I guess 1 was wrong. She didn’t
mention one Gay business as a place where she
would take her out of town guests.

I don't care whether or not my own business
was mentioned. There are other businesses like
M & M's and This Is It who have been suppor-
tive of PrideFest from the very beginning, what
I do care about is that not one Gay establish-
ment was mentioned. For example Cook could
have talked about going to AfterWords Books,
with its selection of literature and videos. She
could have mentioned the Miller Tour, since
Miller has also been a big sponsor of her event.

Instead she chose t0 go on about a straight W

pizza place, a straight deli, a church and a

cemetery.

Over the last few years as Pndefest has
grown, so has the support it gets from Milwau-
kee's Gay businesses. From what [ understand
Cook did nothing to build that support.

As a gay businessman and past supporter of
PrideFest, | regret Cook's action. It's too bad
that Cook who wants Gay businesses to support
her doesn't support them. It's even worse when
her lack of support is made public.

Joe St. Clair
Milwaukee

Leave Us Out

TO THE EDITOR:

I want to preface that the following contains
my expression and not those of any organiza-
tions with which I am affiliated.

I just experienced one of the most moving
experiences of my life, having been able to
participate in the democratic process in testi-
fying against Assembly Bill 104, banning
same-sex marriages in the State of Wisconsin.

However, [ was and am distressed at the fact
that the Gay and Lesbian movement in recent
years has extended the hand to include Trans-
gendered people. 1 vehemently am opposed to
discrimination in any form and do not want
my comments to suggest or imply such.

As people assembled at the hearing in Wau-
sau, several transgendered people came to op-
pose and testify on AB104. Gays and Lesbians
have a valid sexual orientation, which Wis-
consin law protects. Transgendered people
have gender identity issues.

So, when you look at the transgendered
movement, it is not compatible with the Gay
and Lesbian movement. A man who self-
identifies as a woman (trapped in a masculin-
ized body, yel perceived feminine identity),
attracted to a heterosexual male is not Gay.

Again, not to demean the agony of such a
condition, this scenario is one that invokes
gender issues as opposed to sexual orientation
1ssues.

When transgendered people make the
“change,” its heterosexual, not homosexual
and their political and civil rights have no cor-
relation and no right to being umbrellaed
within the Gay movement. All in all, about
90% of the transgendered community, in real-
ity is dealing with heterosexual issues, not
homosexual.

The transgendered community must organ-
ize, develop, and fight for their cause on their
own just as the Gay movement has done for
over 25 years and not ride the coattails and be
under the same umbrella as Gays and Lesbi-
ans.

Andrew R. Brett
Madison

Olbrich Botanical Gardens
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You are invited to the 3rd Annual
Wine Tasting & Jazz Benefit for The United
Saturday, April 11, 1997

Z4-11pm

3330 Atwood Avenue ® Madison, WI

T ———

Wine
Cash Bar
TICIE'IS (N/A beverages
825 available)
Donation Hors d’oeuvres !

Live Jazz by

EXPRESSIONS

|| Tickets must be purchased in advance, and are available at
] the following locations*(or call The United to charge by
phone):
Border’s Bookstore ® Column One
Commumity Pharmacy ® Greenbush Bar
. Orange Tree Imports ® A Room of One’s Own
i The United

*Reserved tickets may be picked up at the door on the evening of the event,

SPONSORS

Buffo Floral * Edison-West Liquor Corporation
General Beverage Sales Company

Great Harvest Bread Company ® Import

i L'eft Bank Wine Company ® Metropolitan Liquors

Pick ‘N Save-Sun Prairie

For more information, contact The United (608) 255-8582
14 West Mifflin Street, Madison, WI 53703

Proceeds will benefit The United, an agency serving the Dane County Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexunal & Transgender Commumities.
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HIV TREATMENT

UPDATE
Tuesday, April 1

R L g PR, ey g

L e

TP S I e 1 T
A I AL L AR S F N M R A MR

St e s et

S LT
S ocr o

Eree

FH IR N R R RS A e

- A

presented by the

Wisconsin AIDS Research Consortium
Reception 6-6:30 PM ¢ Presentation 6:30-7:30 PM
Italian Community Center * 63| E. Chicago Street

Guest speaker FRANK PALELLA, JR., M.D. is the
Associate Director of the STD/HIV Treatment Center

at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, Chicago, IL.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 414-225-1578.

Sponsored by Agouren Pharmaceuticals, Inc

\Wisconsin AIDS Research Consortium is a service agency of the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, Inc. (ARCW)
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The only way to
fail this test 1s not
to take it.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER, especially
when it comes to your health. And the
truth is, you can’t get treated for HIV
if you don’t know you have it. So

don’t put it off. Get tested. With Home
Access Express,” the HIV-1 test you

can take in the privacy and comfort of

your own home.

Home Access Express is greater than

99.9% accurate and easy to administer.
® Prepare your test at home
= Mail your sample

® Call for results within three

business days

Trained, caring professionals will answer
your questions and ease your mind—24
hours a day, seven days a week—with

complete confidentiality. S g

n ESpafiol
0l .
% S eids

i
The Home Access Express HIV-1 test

is available at select pharmacies. Or you
can order by phone for direct,
confidential shipment to your home.
Call 1-800-HIV-TEST.

Visit owr web site at www. homeaccess.com

Jor more information. HOME ome Actess Healih Corparation

avasvw  Hollogan Estares, 11 601055200




A- Friends at Last- Republican Scott Evertz and incumbant State Representative Barb Notestein shared a
hug after the Assembly's Committee on Family and Clnldren voted to approve an anti-Gay marriage bill
Evertz and Notestein had squared off against each other in the 1994 general election.

Politically Speaking

Good Golly, Miss Molly, If Only I Had

Known All that Stuff

Commentary by Bill Meunier

Okay I admit it. I was so naive. But
thanks to State Representative Lorraine
Seratti, I've been enlightened.

You really wouldn't beheve all of
things I leamed at just two meetings of the
Assembly's Committee on Families and
Children as it considered Seratti's Anti-
Gay Marriage bill.

This was especially true at the hearing
m Wausau where so many speakers were
so well informed on being Gay.

I found out, as one man put it, "a man
laying with another man can not produce
children." I know that some of you have
been trying for vears and I hate to break
this bit of news to you, but [ want you to
be as mformed as [ am .

The gentleman didn't mention whether
or not "a woman laying with another
woman" can have kids, So there still may
be some hope for my Lesbian friends.

Then I leamned that if Wisconsin doesn't

ss another Anti-Gay marriage bill, "the

uman race will be wiped out in a
generation because no one will have
children anymore." I never knew that if
Wisconsin won't prohibit something that it
already forbids it will have such a
profound impact. .

It was mce to know that we m

Wisconsin have so much power that the -

entire world follows our every move.

There were several le who were
very informative on Sodom. One told the
Committee that "God killed as many

ople who live on the earth today when

e destroyed Sodom, and he will do it
again"l )

Boy. that was a shocker. [ had no idea
that 6,000,000,000 people lived i little
old Sodom. Wonder how many Queer
bars they had? _

Some of the "witnesses” at the hearing
m Wausau were also very informative on
the sexual practices of Gay men,
(Lesbians were rarely mentioned, I guess
they don't have sex.)

I had no idea 1 was supposed to be
having sex with 400 to 500 men a year.
Now there's a challenge. _ _

This could be especially difficult since
as I leamed at the hearing we are less than
"1% of the population."

Those 400 or 500 guys must all be
sleeping with each other and leaving the
dozen of so us who are left, out i the
cold.

Perhaps my difficulty in rackimg up big
numbers is because (as | was informed) I
don't really have Gay sex.

One of the speakers was kind enough to
reveal that Gays like to "ingest feces and
urine." )

Perhaps my refusal to even consider
somethmg like that has held down the
number of men I've been with. I wonder
what Lesbians like to eat during sex? The
speaker never said.

I was very surprised to leam that people
who call us "perverted degenerates" and
accuse us of trying "to destroy the moral
fabric of society," are not really
homophobic or hateful. 1 leamed this
because the le saying those things
told me that was the case.

arently we have a lot of

entalist Christians who just love

perverted degenerates dedicated to
destroying family life.

Another mteresting bit of info I picked
(u’p is that if the State legally recognizes

ay marrages, people will want to have
the right to marry animals, children
perhaps even their plants. Who knows

A
Fun:

where it would end” _
How selfish of us to want to get married
if its going to cause all this chaos. I
wonder if there is a secret group of
farmers just waiting for the chance to

HIV TESTING
AT:

Wed, April 2
10pm-1am
LaCage
Fri, April 4
8-11pm
Walker’s
Point Cafe
Sat, April 12
9pm-Midnight
10% Club
Wed, April 16
9pm-Midnight
MaMa Roux

#1

__SERVICES _

ANONYMOUS HIV TESTING
Monday thru Thursday
6-9pm By Appointment

STD CLINIC (MEN)
(Walk-In)
Tuesdays, 6-9pm

BESTD WOMEN’S CLINIC
Thursday, April 3 & 17
6-9pm (Walk-In)

GAY HIV+ MEN’S GROUP
Wednesdays at 7pm
Partners/Lovers/Spouses
of Gay HIV+ Men

POSITIVE & AWARE GROUP
Mondays at 7pm

HIV EARLY INTERVENTION

For information or to make

appointments: Mon, Tues,

Wed, 10am to 9pm; Thur &
Fri, 10am to 5pm
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¢ demand the right to marry their cows.

(They would want to marry more than one

cow of course because as we were told,

=

Gay marriages will also lead to
polygamy.)

And did you know that the average life
;pan for Gay men is only 42 vears old?

ou should have seen the shocked look
on the faces of the older Gays and
Lesbians who were present. one of
them realized that they were already dead.

At the hearing i ‘Madison, I leamed
some more surprising "facts.”

For example the chairman of the
Committee, Michael Huebsch, (R-La
Crosse) is a psychic. He informed us that
none of the 165 people who weren't
allowed to speak at the Wausau hearing
had anything to say that wasn't already
said by the 80 or so who did testify.

He never did say how he knew that.
Probably because he is trying to hide his

vast mental powers.

Then 1 leamed that two wrongs
REALLY do make a nght. This became
apparent when some Committee

members, (read the Democrats) asked that
the Commuittee give those who didn't have
a chance to speak Im Wausauw, an
opportunity to speak in Madison.

That may sound fair to vou as it did to
me. But I quickly leamed from the
Republicans that because some years ago
some farmers weren't allowed to testify at
a heanng, it was okay and proper to
trample on other people.

Then 1 found out that AB 104 1s not
"hateful or homophobic." Now it may
seem that way on the surface. After all
Wisconsin already prohibits same-sex
marriage, but we are assured by the

ublicans on the committee that hate
and homophobia have nothing to do it.

Chairman Huebsch was especially
emphatic on that point. I am so glad to
know that his comments like
"homosexuality is morally wrong" (made
to the media) were not motivate li)y hate.

I was equally pleased to leam that AB
104 is not disciminatory. 1 always
thought that when you won't let some
people do what you let others do, it's
discrimination.

Imagine my relief when [ was told that
wasn't the case. Now, I can sleep soundly
at night secure in the knowledge that the
State of Wisconsin is not discriminating
against me by forbidding me to marry the

rson I love.

I also leamed that there doesn't have to
be a good reason to pass a hill. In fact
the less reason you have the more urgent
passage becomes.

That's why despite the facts that
Wisconsin already prohibits same sex
marriage, and that eyen if another state
recogmzes Gay marnage it still wouldn't
be legal for Wisconsin residents to get
marnied m that state, the Committee
wanted to approve Anti-Gay marriage
legaslation. It's also why they put AB 104
on the "fast track."

There are other things I leamed too, but
I don't have time to hist all of them. [am
too busy sending thank you letters to all of
those were so helpful in educating me

If you wish to join me m personally
thanking Lorraine Seratti and Chairman
Huebsch for being so helpful in educatng
us, vou can reach them by calling (608)
266-3780 for Lorraine or (608)266-0631
for Mr. Huebsch.

Are you still guessing
about HIV?

7

Get Tested
Pick Up Your Results
Don’t Guess Any Longer

Don't Forget about Hepatitis B
Screening

BEoTD

A concerned member of the

Brapy EAst STD Cunic  Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Care

1240 East Brady St.
Milwaukee, WI 53202

414/ 272-2144

Coaltion

a pariner in United HIV
Services — Compassion e
Care ® Cooperalion




Maréh 27, 1'94;!;April 9, 1997—WISCO.N.S.I'N LIGHT—8
Congressional GOP Support for ENDA
Increases Hope That It will Pass

Washington, DC-The memory of an
excellent high school teacher has led Rep.
Christopher Shays to take up the cause,
controversial in Congress, of banning job
discrimination based on sexual onenta-
tion.

“The thought that he could have been
denied an opportunity to teach at my
school just made me realize how strongly
I felt about this bill," said Shays, a moder-
ate Connecticut Republican who will be a
prme sponsor of the Employment Non-
Discrimmation Act.

"1 wouldn't be a member of Congress
today if it hadn't been for this teacher,"
Shays said.

The bill's backers say the support of Re-

ublicans like Shays and Sen. Alfonse

'Amato of New York may make the dif-
ference this year. The bill was also mitro-
duced in the past two Congresses.

""We have a solid chance," said Winnie
Stachelberg, legislative director of the
Washington-based Human Rights Cam-

aign.

X R%npublicans in the majority, so the ar-
ent goes, will be more to the bill
if the pitch comes from within their own
caucus. Shays, in particular, is close to the
House GOP leadership. ;

Chances for cufe are “"better, but it's
goingto be a t debate,” Shays said.
“I'm in this for the long-term and the ul-
timate success ... I can't say that it will

ss this i
pa'rhe bﬂmjm:ld bar employers from us-
g sexual orientation as a basis for hiring,
firing, promotion or on. Ex-
em(ruons would be made for voluntary
and religious orgamzations, busi-
nesses employing less than 15 workers.

Rep. Bamey Frank, (D-MA), who is
Gay and the bill's other main House spon-
sor, is among those hoping Shays' role
will make a difference.

Chg [ifsh close to (Spea{ser Newt)
Gingrich. If he's a cosponsor, one
tcst%;lhatwinbc ifvfrgoare ablegtlﬁt the
tﬂ;!lmovcd and voted on," Fl:ag:k )

0 one expects an easy ride, especiall
not in the Horl’tc;v.c. where conservative GO;”
leaders have tighter control on proceed-
ings than the te. Last year, House
leaders didn't allow a vote on the bill.

For a controversial measure, ""You

should have a groundswell of supgoﬂ,“
said Rich Tafel, executive director of Log

Cabin Republicans, the nation's major Gay
Republican group. "The trick on the
House side is getting that groundswell of
ort among Republicans.”
the Senate, there are already 47 con-
firmed votes and another five likely sup-

porters, said Stachelberg. However, 60
votes would be needed to keep the hill
alive if an nent threatens a filibuster,

In September, the Semate defeated the
bill, but by just one vote. Republicans al-
lowed a vote after Sen. Edward Kennedy,
(D-MA), threatened to try and attach the
bill to another defining marriage n federal
law as a legal union between one man and
one woman, which passed ecasily.
5 rters point out that 64 senators,
mcludmg some conservative Republicans,
ban job discrimination based on sexual
onientation i their own offices. At the end
of the 104th (ﬁcss 241 of 435 House
members had ar policies,

Opponents, meanwhile, arc readying
their case. The bills are to be introduced

“If you are a good employee, and you
are minding your own business, you will
not be fired," said Krisi Hamrnck of the
Fa;gyiiy Rmﬂcah lCmmcﬂ. which plans to
obby against the legislation.

Hamrick said the bill isn't needed be-
cause Americans already have remedies
available for unjust firings, including law-
suits and appeals to the Equal oy-
ment Opportunity Commission. It m-
Jject sexual issues into the workplace, she
added.

“"There is no way to ensure that an em-
ployer is not iminating on the basis of
sex behavior without talkmg to everyone
about their sex life," ick said.

Proponents counter that most Americans
think it's unfair to fire someone because
theyre gay. The trouble is that most
Americans also think it's illegal, even
th only nine states, in g Con-
necticut, prohibit it, they said.

That mi ion, said Frank, has
been exploited by opponents who insist
homosexuals are demanding some sort of
sm?ﬁl rigdmt' f anti-Gay people

e of antt to
te this false nogon,“ he usgild.
: understand that defending against

something called aspemﬂﬁl;gt%mﬁte

than defi against the
Shan ¢ ending

Dykes Towatch OutTor by Alisn Bechdel

HEYT T'M SO GIAD YOU'RE BaTy THANKS, BUT 1 JUST

S P51 HOME. T THOUGHT I'D MAKE
%&'&___—.

Under-
whelmed

FEELING? IS
THE PROZAC
| MAKING A
w\ DIFFERENCE 2] F

A

3 1Y
% e I S
A et TR

FOR SUIPER. WE NEVER EAT

AND T JUST PHONED folt
THAI FooP. Y rdaw, you
SHoilb EAT MORE VEGE-
TABLES 1F YOURE DE-
PRESSED. [T MIGHT HELP.
4 =

HER PETITION Folt Al EATENSION
GOT DENIED TOOAY. IF SHE
DOESH'T FdlsH I A MONTH,
T SHELL BE PURTUNG A DocTOR OF
FRYOLATOR DEGREE Peoans Ar

UM...Lol$? pyow
HAVE To
WATCH THAT
RIGHT MowW T T'M
TRY NG “To WRITE

Ovl HERDIM , AND MICHAEL TACK:
SoM's URoLooisT TELLS ALLY

COnSIDERMG T'm NOT
GETTING A PEGREE
OR SAVING THE WoRLD,
I'm JUST GRATEFUL

AHH, SHE HAD T0 GO SHOPPING FoR

StuRE FRIENDS | | SameniinG. BESIDES, AL SHE cand
TALK ABoUT 15 SYPNEY AND THE BiG
FREAKING DATE THEY'RE HAVING THIS

SEEMTD FiND
ANPTHING R, SIZE FIVE
THATS NOT BEIGE - D)
2 HAVE THE STRING BIKIN| IN
9 S, W, UM, ?

The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation held their 8% annual GLAAD Media Awards on
Sunday, March 16, at the Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles. Local business man, Jon Martin and Paul
Milakovich of the Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP) attended the event. Martin is CEO of Landmark
Enterprises, a division of The Rittenhouse Group. Milakovich has just celebrated his 6* Amniversary of

service at MAP.

Prior to the Awards ceremony, Martin hosted a cocktail reception for VIPs in his suite at the Century
Plaza. Among those attending were David Mixner, William Wayboum, managing director of GLAAD, and
Chastity Bono who got added support from her mom, Cher. Martin is pictured above with Ms. Bono.

The affair contimied with a silent auction followed by a dinner and the awards presentation, one of whose
sponsors was Miller Brewery. Among those attending the ceremony was Ellen DeGeneres, Gregory Peck, Ed
McMahon, Tracey Ullman, Valerie Bertinelli, Mitchel Anderson and Lily Tomlin.

ZINGALE

Continued from Page 1

terms of federal policy. That happened
primarily through peop{e like Doug Nel-

son [executive director of the AIDS Re-
source Center of Wisconsin], saying,
“Look, the epidemic has changed i the
past decade or so. If it was ever about just
a few metropolitan areas, like San Fran-
cisco, it’s not now. Now it’s about places
like Wisconsin as well, so we need equity
m terms of federal programs.”

That was a contentious debate which
happened in the past year or so and, as a
result, most le came around to that
view. Now, New York and Los Angeles
recognize that there have been important
&e;gmﬁluc cﬁ&s in the epidemic and

N N cyshha mdgmupstivﬂi:m'l k

ow, ve o look to
NhlwaN “tlﬁ{'g“ for lead ha‘ :

ow the ¢ has ed again in
a way mqm%dthgﬁeg eographlgm ic
changes in terms of the new thera-
pies. We know we have to change the
way we do business in Washington.

So, I'm here to find out what the leader-
ship thnks because 1 know they have a
track record.

TB: What is the situation with ATDS?
Is there light at the end of the tunnel?

DZ: 1 think you go right to the heart of
the matter. Yes, there is hope with the
new protease inhibitors. This is a pivotal
moment in the epidemic. This is not the
end, but it is the beginning of the end.
TB: Is there a cure comingc'.f
DZ: I'll tell you what I believe in my
heart. I believe that we can go into the
new century with tremendous hope. I
%néks, yes, that we probably will cure
TB: We hear a lot of talk about apathy
:gw:’rds the AIDS epidemic. Do you see
at?
?V%: I‘Ivc heard a lot1 of talk about that.
at I see is Feopc res ing to a
whole new set o cha]lmggl;lnddmgmnmg
from a different kind of motivation. I
think we ran off of compassion and con-
cem for our friends for over a decade.
Now, 1 see people coming into this bat-
tle—and I'm a new-comer—and I think
it’s about hope. I think it’s about seeing
an historic opportunity to get about the
business of putting AIDS behind us. I
think there’s som about a challenge
like that comes out of optimism for doing
somethin E?omm
TB: Needle Exchange?
DZ: There is no area of AIDS prevention
where the data is so convincing as it is
around the needle exchange. We know
that needle exchange programs get tainted
needles off of our streets and prevent in-
fection.

We know from recent studies that tens
of thousands of lives would have been
and will be saved if federal decision mak-
elis would allow loc:fi_l t;(:&}mmmtics to im-
plement programs of needle exchange.

Milwaukee’s actually doing better than
most places because some folks here, like
fMAPd (Milwaukee AIDS Pmﬁ,;c&g hafve

ound ways to get private or
needle exchange pprggrams that are
reaching some IV drug users. Those pro-
grams are under resourced because of the

federal ban. You all are actually ahead of
the game. : :

It 1s a slow process in W. on to
bring decision makers around to follow-
ing the science rather than, what I call

cultural politics”—their own discomfort
with needles.

The Secr: of Health, for example,
now acknowledges that the data is in and

that local groups should be free to explore
needle exchange programs.

The Congress is not anywhere near
there. They still remain hostile. We'll
take it by step, but ultimately, I think,
our goal should be to get the fo&ml gov-
emment out of it.

TB: How is it working with the Repub-
lican Congress?

DZ: The shift in the debate from AIDS
being only about certain metropolitan ar-
eas to about all places m America has
actually put us in a stronger position with
many blican members of Congress.
They have begun to “own™ the epidemic
in a way th% 't before.

I don’t find (working the GOP) as
daunting as one might expect.

There is no question that the era of
budget cuts makes it difficult to persuade
them to do thigﬁm thing, but we have
some allies on sides of the aisle.

TB: What about the new drugs and the
poorer countries?

DZ: The treatments with the new drugs
are very expensive. Only a tiny fraction
of people around the world with AIDS are
able to get access to them because of the
cost. Quite honestly, 1 don't think that’s
going to change.

1 was pleased to hear the President talk
about a vaccine i his State of the Union

ch because when you look at AIDS
obally—which you have to—the onl
way I can see for us to obliterate AID
from the planet is with a vaccine. It’s the
only way we'll be able to afford to get to
all the people.

It’s a davmting problem in terms of ac-
cess to the treatments, but hopefully we'll
get about the business of (:Eireioping a
vaccine,

A vaccine is a pretty cheap thing, once
you get it.

BestD Outreach
Schedule for April

~ La Cage
Wed. April 2-10:00 pm.-1:00 a.m.
Walker’s Point Café
Fri. Apnl 4-8:00-11:00 pam.
10% Club
Sat. April 12-9:00 p.m. to midnight
Mama Roux
Wed. April 16-9:00 p.m. to midnight
Sherman Park Rainbow Assc.
April 17-6:30-8:30 p.m.
M Union Concourse
Wed., Apnl 23-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
oot C Saloon
Wed., April 23-10:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
(Testing

onl
No one-to-one OU‘{'reach)
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See Us, Read Us

» 2

The Wisconsin Light

proudly announces its
new Web Site

www.wilight.com

Get daily updates on important news from around the country with
our EXCLUSIVE Wisconsin Light News Ticker

Read Top Stories & Selected Articles & Features
from our Latest lssue

PLUS, Entertainment Features including:
Our “You're Invited” Calendar ® The Bar Guide

Announcements ® Movie Reviews
The Book Section & More!

Use www.wilight.com

to send us press releases, letters to the editor, ad copy,
calendar announcements, e-mail
and more!

JOIN US ON THE INFORMATION
SUPERHIGHWAY . .. POINT YOUR BROWSER TO
www.wilight.com AND LOG ON TODAY!

wilight.com is provided by Nordic Systems, a leading Wisconsin provider of Internet technology for businesses everywhere.
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Plan Now for AIDS OUTDOOR

Walk 1997 Gay (SEA ’

and Lesbian Bar ESnjoy ;II;I‘%T G

Competition . Spring Weather?
Milwaukee -- It is time to start thinking ¢ O1} ORY

s about AIDS Walk Wisconsin 1997 to be :
fiekd on Sunday, September 21, 1997. | B I G‘ 3

There are several ways to participate
| both mdividually or as a team member.
% For AIDS W Wisconsin 1996, there D EC K

were 10 teams in the Gay and Lesbian Bar

£ Competition. These teams were: Blue Lite,
§ Club 219, Fannie's, Just Us, Kathy's Nut COCKTAILS
# Hut, M&M Club, Mama Roux, Team In ?
Between, This Is It and the Wreck Room,

who all helped in raising nearly $20,000 DAILY
f(:ir AIDS care, prevention, research and I CH
advocacy. UN

@  The top three teams were M&M Club
§ with 20 walkers raising $4,701.50, Blue SPECIALS
Lite's 26 walkers bringing in $4,394 and
_ _ tztge Mama ng lcamt:lz}lasmg 32,9lgi110ﬂt:y §
A walkers. Congratulations to the

| VAL teams that participated in the Walk which DINNER

- i total raised over $1 million.

The Leader of the Pack

_ WISCONS: it team, was the to Vi raisin,
s v $1.453 for AIDS aﬂcWiscunsinyl‘)%. v c% q_k/i/a

"Finding out I was the winner was such
e o _ a wonderful surprise," said Chars. As the
Shown above (1-r) Bob Schmidt, owner of M&M Club; Ron Thate, M&M Club Team Captain; Marge Beil, 1OP individual money raiser in the bar
ARCW competition, Chars won two round-trip
airline tickets donated by United Airlines
to be used for any destination within the
continental United States.

"Ralgh (Chrisman) and I are leaving on
April 17 and flying into San Franasco,
spending the week driving down the coast FINE MEXICAN

and flying home from San Diego," said
Chars. CUISINE

The AIDS Resource Center of Wiscon-
sin wants to thank everyone in the Bar 7 DAYS A WEEK
Competition for their help and dedication 734 South 5th Street

start planning ahead for the AIDS Walk 645-9888

| Wisconsin 1997 Gay and Lesbian Bar
Competitim_ Corner of 5th & National, across
from the Milwaukee Ballet

* k% 1/2

Dennis Getto
Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel

.2...

Shown above (1) Jim Moore. ARCW: Ralph Chrisman; George Chars, -#1 individual for the Bar

iR SR e S NOWAS THE TIMETO )

ATOAT

L

: Catch the fun, travel, ..
2 friendship! It
Just catch it all . . . Today!

Join a team or join the Y

SSBL Boosters

(all the fun, no need to play)

(Freecut”

it

Members of the Mama Roux team and ARCW staff. Third from left: Joe St. Clair of Mama Roux staff,
Front row right: Patrick Flaherty and Marge Beil, ARCW

=
e Lt

_ Softhal Teams
' ' J:)in us fr:the trip of a lifetime, é’r Now Formlng 4

joPiliRgsheousha piciitcsque Anyone Can Play, Call: y {

454'9204 (24 hours)

| — OUR 20TH EXCITING & FUN SUMMER —

COOOOOODODOODDL

“{'xplore France by Bike!
-

[
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Street Beat Fashion Gala Made Possible
Through Donations and Volunteers

Milwaukee After two years and three
roductions that raised more than $10,000,
treet Beat fashion extravaganza is be-
commg odpopula.r seasonal attraction. Jug-
clothing and telephone calls
or llu upcoming fashion show on April 5,
Kathy Fortier, producer of the event, said
that the challenge now is to make each
fashion show better than the one before.

Fortier is also the mamager of Sur-
vival/Revival resale shop, a fundraising
program developed by the Milwaukee
AIDS Project (MAP). For her, Street Beat
is more than an ordinary fashion show.

“The show 1s another option for people
to support MAP and, at the same time,
have fun,” Fortier explained. “We have
artists and entertainment on all levels. For

le, the models do more than just
mud:,f clothes, they act. We want Street
Beat to be something different and memo-
rable because Survival/Revival is a unique
facet of MAP.”

The idea for Street Beat came from a
previous experience that Fortier and her
husband had with their own vintage
clothing shop before she started to work
fur MiP 'H'lt,y promoted the so-called

Thal was what Street Beat is now. With-
out money for publicity, it was an altema-
tive snluuon to make their shop known.
The t was brought to Sur-
vivaUReviva m 1995. Always among arts
and artists (Jerry Fortier is a film maker)
the couple had no problems to find part-
ners to develop the project. Personal
friends BJ Damcls rformer and hair
stylist, and Sister Ca ormer and
painter, joined in and hel from the be-

Thelge is no other fashion show like
Street Beat in Milwaukee. I think it is
good to show a different kind of fashion --
creating style just by combining pieces. It's
a chance to see new possibilities in cloth—
ing that you may not otherwise consider,”
said BJ iels. h?nd of coiuse hthiera)cilm

is: you are helpin, ple who y
g:ned lt:{ BJ Damg %sp:luso the official
master of ceremonies of Street Beat.

The voice of the fashion show is Sister
Cashbox. Also responsible for the murals

on the walls in Survival/Revival, she does
the fashion commentary. A sense of humor
and poetry are the foundation of her per-
formance.

“] try to mix the funny, the trashy, the
sophisticated and the extreme to brm% e
new," said Sister Cashbox. "For me, fash
ion 1s more than models wallking around
and changing their outfits, it's a mood.”

The name of the event -- Street Beat --
was created by Sister Cashbox, inspired by
music from the streets. 1 believe in the
musical trend that comes from the urban
environment, the flavor of the streets,"
said Sister Cashbox. "And it's good that
we can combine all of this with a project
that helps people with AIDS.”

Model of Sympathy

Sixteen models — 4 men and 12 women
— will perform during Street Beat -- all
volunteers, But the volunteers do not end
there. Also volunteering their time and/or
services the evening of the event are: the
band BLEED, singer Marie Elene, BJ Da-
niels, Sister Cashbox, Miss Gay Wisconsin
'97-Kenya Moore and staff members from
Beauty Salon and The Skin Institute and

ail:wSpa donating hair styling and

p for all the models and performers.

Other donations for the event include:
the lights for the stage provided by Main-
stage Theatrical Supply, Inc.; the runway
gmwded by Midwest cenic; alcoholic re-

eshments dgdm;*ld%d by Miller dBrcwmbg.

eps1; poster design by

Jerry Fo gromm 405 printed posters provided

br "On Demand.” And, of course, all the

othing in the shop and wom by the mod-

els for the fashion show were donated by
the community.

“To organize an event like this fashion
show is very emotional. People don't need
to help, but they want to. [ think that is
why treet Beat is becoming bigger and
bigger each time,” declared Fortier.

The Street Beat fashion show extrava-
ganza will be April 5 at 8:00 p.m. at Sur-
vival/Revival, 246 East Chicago Street, in
the Historic Third Ward. Tickets are $6 for
students and $8 for the general public. For
more information call (414) 291-2856.

| SHOP FOR THE COOLEST FASHIONS!

April 5, 1997 8:00 Pm
$6.00 students
$8.00 general public

A Benefit for the Milwaukee AIDS Project

Starring Sister Cashbox and B) Daniels
Musical Guest: BLEED
Hair and Makeup by Beauty &
The Skin institute and Day Spa

DANCE YOUR NIGHT AWAY!

Win FUNKY PRIZES!

246 E. Chicago St.
in Milwaukee’s
Historic Third Ward

SPRING CLEANING? We will pick up your donations.

REFRESHMENTS!

Just call 291-2856 to schedule.
All proceeds benefit the Milwaukee AIDS Project.

Depression-Drugs-Anxiety

Now, There’s Light aft the End of the Tunn_(_—___:-l

Pride and Solutions is the
nation’s leading provider of
mental health and addictions
treatment to the lesbian, gay
and bisexual communities.

HIV/AIDS-related stress,

deprgess_ion and
specialists.

grief treatment

Call Us Today
1-800-DIALGAY
1-800-54-PRIDE

Medicare and

Maost Insurance Accepted

PRIDE INSTITUTE
AT SOLUTIONS

Los Angeles

(three focilities)
New York Area
Washington, D.C.

* Photo: Martin -Ryter

Pride Institute at Solutions
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DIRECTORY OF

PROFESSIONALS

“I’m on your side.”

Thomas E. Martin atorneyat law 765-9413

Sensitive 1o the legal issues unique to our conumunity.

- tomed to life on

BRENDA LEWISON

ATT@WQ
= 7 Labor
5027 West: e
North Avepqg mployment
MI"-‘.’_“‘“k"?’a WI Discrimination
;53 %08 . Tenant’s Rights
414-453-3925

COMMITMENT -
RINGS

THE TWE ©
YOL N AN

L EABY ANDS
RELAKED

SFL. ENVIRONMENT

(414)276-8669

) N For a
rh team
Kathleen A. Neville MS, MSW approach
Psychotherapist to all
Lakeshore Clinic
3970 N. Oakland, Suite 502 your
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211 mentai h.ealth
\J 414 .332. 3331 ) -
questions .
- turn to
Denis 1. Jackson PHD
Psychotherapist Ps.
_ Psychiatric Services
Licensed Psychologist Michael Nagy, M.D.
Relational and Individual Therapy E&ngow mmf_lgﬁsﬁhic% 53144
230 W. Wells Suite 309 414-657-5200
Milwaunkee, W1 53203 —

Too Little? Want Economical Counseling?
Call Psychologist
TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.D

OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE AT

(414) 272-2427

135 N. Greenleaf Ave., Ste. 315
Gurnee, IL 60031 (Six Flags Area)

Na Health Insurance? Low Salary? Your HMO Offers

Licensed Psychologist & Professional Counselor

2266 N, Prospect Ave., 5te. 206, Milw., W1 53202

Can’t Afford An Attorney?

Informative manuals, books & other publications including »

TROVER ACTIONS - FORECLOSURES

For further information write: The Lejgal Research
Assistance Group, 2125 E. Newberry Strect,

Appleton, WL 54915 or call
L 414/954-1484 » Fax: 414/954-1478

T T R EEEEEEREEE L T T LT
.

Do it yourself and save big 558

complete selection of begal forms dealing with

CIVIL » CRIMINAL « FAMILY LAW

TAX LAW *TITLE 42« TITLE 1983%
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
for both State & Federal levels.

e e T e e

David Matta

Office: (414) 768-8100
Fax: (414) 768-8110

AUTO-HOME-HEALTH
BUSINESS INSURANCE

BWO Insurance Group, LLC

HAIR STUDIO

Milwaukee

(414) 774-8356

Scot Alans

7004 West National Avenue

P PPN PSP VO NIt MY S
ssssasssns

Portrait
Photography

Business * Personal
Passports
Old Photographs
Copied & Restored
Theatrical
Pets

X e e o e

7405 West Harwood Ave.
Wauwatosa, Wi

476-3777

L T

R T T L L L L L L L Ll il

BREUSCHER
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A REALTOR THAT KNOWS YOUR LIFESTYLE!

Cheryl Fuchs

OFFICE:
HOME:
FAX:

5317 Old Middleton Road » Madison, W1 53715

Realtor
608 - 238-2272
608-882-5255
608-238-7447

Women Across the
Country to Take
Back the Trails

Madison—Last , on Memorial Day
Weekend, hikers Lollie Winans, 26, and
Julianne Williams, 24, were murdered on
the Appalachian Trail in Shenandoah Na-
tional Park, Virginia. Both were avid out-
doorswomen, experienced and accus-

e trail. Their assailant
is still unknown.

Although murder is uncommon i the
wildemess, other women have been vio-
lently harmed in national parks and for-
ests, and continue to be harassed. h

“Take Back the Trails,” a national hik-

mg even red by the Women’s Pro-
fessional %lguof ‘the Association for
Experiential cation, is being organ-

ized to encourage women to hike, back-
pack and participate in outdoor activities
to end violence m the wildemess agamst
WOme. :

“Take Back the Trails” is a grassroots
effort to put as many women i the parks
and forests as possible for any 1 of
time this Memorial Day Weekend. The
goal is at least 30,000 women. Activities
will be organized in all 50 states to call
attention to the violence against women
" gdoorf ring i tly bein,

ocal gathering is currently being or-
ganized for the Madison community. The
event will take place the weekend before
Memorial Day. This gathering will com-
memorate Julie and Lollie, and encourage

le (t{) “hit the trails” the following
W

fg Timothy Kuehne R

Paintings, Prints
Sculpture, Antiques
Purchased & Sold
Estate Sales
Appraisal Services

%1 (414) 265-1305 ﬁbg

If you are interested in helping to pro-
mote “Take Back the T * or would
like more information, the local contact is
Tamar Zick at Isthmus Psychotherapy and
Psychiatry: (608) 256-6570, ext. 2.

SOFTBALL
Continued from Page 1

keep those traditions alive on behalf of the
Community. We feel this new logo reflects
that renewed commitment,” Nelson said.

The new logo will be first featured on
new, long-sleeve, teal green T-shirts being
sold by the league during the winter. All
teams will be afforded the opportunity of
having the logo embroideréd on their uni-
form sleeves for the upcoming season. The
new logo will appear on all SSBL posters,
mastheads, and other literature from this
point on. ‘ _

“We really are proud that this uniquely
Milwaukee identification will be seen
throughout the United States as teams travel
for tounaments and teams come here-to
Milwaukee for tournaments this year,” said
Assistant Commissioner Bob Melig.

Celebrating its 20" year in 1997, SSBL
calculates that it has been home to, and host
for tournaments for more than 10,000 peo-
ple from Milwaukee and from more than 30
cities in the U.S. and Canada.

The League plays at Sijon Field in Bay-
view from May through August. Ten teams
are expected for 1997 League play. Both
men and women compete, playing 2 games
each Saturday.

SSBL. was a founding member of
NAAGA, the National Coordinating body
of Gay/Lesbian softball. The League has
hosted two World Series. In 1997, the
League will host, not only the Memorial
Day Milwaukee Classic, but also on Labor
Day, the MIST tournament featuring teams
from Cleveland, Columbus, Detroit, and
Cincinnati as well as other Midwest cities.

Persons interested in playing or joining a
Booster Club, may call the SSBL 24 hour
hotline at (414) 454-9204 for more infor-
maiton.

TECH SUPPORT

#l winoows 95 H
INTERNET & UPGRADES

Quick, affordable computer
technical support.

NEAL BRENARD

319-0081

www.execpe.com/~nbrenard

“Climbing Harder to Meet Your Needs!”

KELLY W..CAUFFMAN
Ifbuyinggj‘ sellngenl
Estate is inyour future,
then ¢ acall.
o 276
Voice Mail: 414/7 : . 1738
41
hetp://www. pruproperties.com

An Independently Owned & Operstod Meaber of The Prudential ieal Estate
Affilintes, I, * REALTOR® « MLS * Equal Howsing Opportunity

C. Michael Johnson

Homes/Duplex
Condos

Apartments
Investment Property

CMJ PROPERTY MANAGERS
AND REAL ESTATE SALES

(414) 454-0584

P.O. Box 71182
Milwaukee, WI 53211

(414) 964-9000
(414) 224-1452

E-Mail to: jhsmith@execpe.com

S GUTSTANDING.
J ck H. Smith

Web site: www.execpe.com/~jhsmith [N

Buying or selling...
your Real Estate
Broker should
understand your

lifestyle and goals.

Call Jack Now!

Masters & President’s Club Member
11 Years Real Estate Experience
Over $6.25 Million in ‘96 Sales




Batman and Robin; Being a Houseboy -
Among the Rich and Famous

By Ernie Brownlee

The other day, I read a story in the Internet
written by a man who said he had been a
houseboy. He said that some, including his
those, like him, who had been houseboys,
might be “shocked” at his writing about his
experiences. Au contraire, I wasn’t shocked
or offended at all, I thought it was great that
he was willing to tell his story. It brought
back memories of my own life, and I
thought Wisconsin Light’s readers might
be interested in my tale,

I lived with my parents in wealthy suburb
of a city in upstate New York. I had the best
of everything; nice house, expensive clothes,
the best school. For my 16™ birthday my
father had promised to get me a car.

All that came to an end one evening when
my parents came home early from wherever
they’d been. They found my best friend Tom
and me in the livingroom, buck naked, go-
ing down on each other.

They threw Tom out and both got on the
phone to tell Tom’s parents what had hap-
pened. I overheard them say that both Tom
and I belonged in mental institutions; that
we needed professional help; and that they
planned to send me to a military school.

I wanted none of that and ducked out the
back door. Fortunately, I had a little money
with me. I spent that night on the Grey-
hound bus heading for New York City. I
have never seen or talked to my parents
again.

Manhattan can be overwhelming—
especially in the winter and it’s raining, as it
was, It can be especially frightening if
you're a kid, you're hungry, you have no
money and have never been there before.

I had no idea what I was going to do or
how | would make my way. I don’t mind
admitting it now. I was scared shitless. All I
knew for certain was that I didn’t want to go
back. What I'd face there would be a
shrink’s couch—or worse.

CLASSIFIEDS

Chanticleer Guest House
Located on 30 private acres in picturesque Door
County WI.
4 New Suites in refurbished bam
Each Romantic Suite includes: Double whirlpool *
Fireplace * Private Bath * Entertainment Center *
Balconies * A/C * Breakfast delivered to your room.
New heated pool and Hiking Trails on property.
For reservation or color brochure, please call Bryon
and Darrin at (414) 746-0334.
4072 Cherry Rd. (Hwy HH) Sturgeon Bay.

e e e e

Penis and Nipple Enlargement

Custom vacuum pumps or surgical. Gain 13

inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE

brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

B

Housing/Rent

Milwaukee—house for rent (Shenman Park) Avail.
April 1; 2 hdrm., 1 garage space; own util; Sec.
Dep. $600 per month. (414) 873-5733 I

Sieeping Room for Rent
231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

T ————————— e ———

MASSAGE: Male to Male Head to Toe- 'ijotnl Body
Massage, no charge 1835 years old, trim, clean.
pleasant, young men please call 305-5800 Days.
Milwsukee area. Satisfaction Guaranteed. F

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

Palmer, Milwaukee, WI53212.

There was a guy in the bus station—the
Port Authority, they call it—who saw how
bewildered I was and invited me to go home
with him. He’d give me a meal and a place
to sleep, he told me. I went with hum. |
knew enough to know it was dangerous, but
[ went anyhow.

He was an older man, in his fifties, 1
think. His name was “Mike.” He tuned out
lo be a decent sort, giving me food and a
bed. Sure we had sex, but that was okay.
The next moming, he gave me a hundred
dollar bill and sent me on my way.

1 guess that's when I decided that if |
could make $100 with one man for sex, |
could do the same again—and again. [ be-
came a hustler.

This was in the days before AIDS, so |
‘didn’t have to worry about that, All I had to
be concerned about was turning the next
trick—and | turned a lot of them, an awful
lot of men.

There were clubs where hustlers hung out,
many of them no older than me. There was
no problem getting in. [ made a lot of
friends among the “hustler fratemnity.” Some
of them had a “Daddy,” in other words, a
pimp. Some worked “freelance.” Bul no
matter which, they exchanged valuable in-
formation.

For example, they knew which tricks were
to be avoided and which ones paid the best.
Most importantly, they could “smell” a cop
a mile away. Drugs? Sure, they were
around, but I stayed away from them. Most
of my friends did too.

One of the things I leamed from my
friends was about houseboys. What a
houseboy did was cook, clean, and be a
companion for plays, movies, travel, that
sort of thing. At the same time, the house-
boy provided sex whenever it was needed.
For that, I was told, you could make thou-
sands of dollars. I was immediately inter-
ested.

A friend of mine who was already work-
ing as a houseboy referred me to a guy who
was looking for one. I gave him a call.

His name was “George” (I'm sure you’d
recognize the correct name). We met in a
restaurant for dinner and hit it off right
away.

He had a wife who he'd married for ap-
pearances, he told me. She lived outside the
city, while he kept an apartment in Man-
hattan. If I took the job, he said, 1 was ex-
pected to be “super discreet,” which meant
dressing and acting appropnately -at all
times.

Publicly, I was to be his houseboy. Every-

Public Notices

Leshians
Study seeks Lesbians for telephone interviews about
feelings and barriers related to breast exams. Confi-
dentiality guaranteed. Seeking Midwest women, over
51, with no cancer. Please call 1-800-991-5539. d

Lose Weight Now
The last weight loss program you will ever need.
Money Back Guarantee. Doctor recommended. 100%
natural. Successfully used by over 20 million people
worldwide in the last 15 years. Not sold in any store.
For details call; (414) 529-0862. d

Organizations

Galano Club A social club serving the recovering
Gay and Lesbian community. Regularly scheduled
AA, NA and Al-anon, ACOA and other 12 step
meetings. Openly nightly, 2408 N. Farwell Ave..
(414) 276-6936 x

National Gay Pilots Association
welcomes all aviation enthusiasts.
Newsletter, Events, Personals
NGPA, Dept. MKE PO Box 27542

Washington, DC 20038-2742
(703) 660-3852 B

MIDWEST MALE NUDIST GATHERING Get
naked and have fun with 150 men June 11-15 near
Kansas City. Send SASE to: MMNG, Box 52, Big
Lake, MN, 55309. Hup:/ members.aol.com’

mmngsite/index.html.
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one would “know” the truth, George said,
but as long as nothing was said, people
would ignore the reality of the other
“services” | was to provide him.

Without hesitation, | accepted the job.

I took care of all the household chores. As
time went by and I leamed more about his
life, T took on the task of being his social
secretary as well. | handled all his parties
(he gave some fabulous parties, believe me),
got theater tickets, made his dinner reserva-
tions (at the very best restaurants), and
more,

Sometimes he would tease me and tell |
was playing “Robin” to his “Batman.” The
only thing different was that we shared the
same bed.

I even got to know his wife. She knew
what I was to her husband, but she didn’t
scem to care. Believe it or not, we became
friends. She was a pretty woman who did

. not lack for men—and a woman every now

and then, she told me once.

George and [ traveled together, to Califor-
nia, Florida (he had homes in both places),
Europe and the Far East. I saw many things,
met many people and learned an awful lot.

I “worked” for George for over five years.
All that time, [ never lacked for a thing. |
even think he grew to love me in his own
way. But it all had to end. I had dreams of
my own [ wanted to fulfill,

Finally, I told him that | wanted to quit. |
wanted to get my high school diploma and
go to college. He was sad about it all, but
conceded that getting my education was the
best thing for me. He said that as a sort of
severance pay, he would pay for it all—and
he did.

That was many years ago. George and |
have remained good friends and have kept
in touch, although less frequently as the
years have gone by. | guess that’s why I’'m
writing this to you now. It’s not only be-
cause of the story I read on the Internet. The
holidays are here and I’ve just gotten a card
from him with his usual litle note. He
wants me to come to California for a visit.
Maybe I will.

So that’s my story about being a house-
boy. Would I recommend it? Yes, [ think I
would. I'm not saying that my situation was
typical, but 1 can tell you this. During the
time that I was George’s houseboy, I met
others very much like myself, doing the
same thing.

Certainly life as a houseboy is better, far
better than being a hustler. 1 should know.

What [ would advise is that if you want to
be a houseboy, research the role. Treat it as
any other job. Get to know your employer.
Understand what work is involved and what
you must give up to do that work, Keeping a
house or apartment is not, I can tell you, a
part-time job.

It doesn’t hurt either if you're good look-
ing and decently built. Stay away from all
forms of drugs, and leam to flirt with and
flatter your employer’s friends. It makes
them feel good—and makes your employer
look good.

And these days, | understand, many times
being a houseboy is just housework. There
are women and men oul there who want a
live-in “butler,” and nothing more.

That’s about it. I imagine, if you print this,
you'll get letters from people who will be
upset, but they’ll get over it. 1 know one
thing: I survived,

BALDWIN
Continued from Page 1

| seek another term.

Klug's axmmmc::cmwt;z‘l:h has ?caul;id a
fl of activity in ison political cir-
cl?:ls-.ryas potenn}z(ll successors from both
parties move to line up support. But
Baldwin may have gotten the jump on
them. "I was in the night place at the right
time," she said.

Baldwin said that she had two days of
meetings in Washington during the same
weekend that Klug made his announce-
ment. "I came back to Madison on Sunday
and saw the banner headline 'Klug Is Not
Going to Run Again.' I had no inkling that
he was not going to . It was great for-
tune. In view of Klug's announcement, peo-

Climb the Grand!

Rep. Tammy Baldwin

ple | had met with in Washington have been
calling and saying It's an open seat Tammy
go forit."

With a few exceptions, however, those
national groups are not likely to weigh into
the race until after the primary. Baldwin
understands that to win the primary she
must get support from within the District,

Baldwin also revealed that she had con-
sidered making a run for Klug's seat in
1996. "I spent about a month analyzing it,"
she said. Baldwin decided not to make that
race because of the difficulties in ousting an
incumbent.

Should Baldwin win the Democratic pri-
mary she would have an excellent chance to
win the general election. The Second Con-
gressional District is the most Democratic
leaning district represented by a Republican
anywhere in the country.

While there have been several openly Gay
Congressional Representatives, there have
been no open Lesbians in Congress. Fur-
thermore those Gay men who have been
elected did not run as openly Gay candi-
dates. They were outted afler their election.

Last year for the first time, there were
three openly Gay and Lesbian candidates
making an initial bid for Congress. Two
Gay men, one in California and one Okla-
homa lost in the general election, a Leshian
State Senator in Maine narrowly lost in her
primary.

To those who might say that an openly
Gay or Lesbian candidate can not win a seat
in Congress Baldwin answers "As long was
we have discrimination in our society, being
non male, non white and non heterosexual
will always be an issue for any candidate
who has any of those characteristics. If we
want a Congress that is not all white, all
male and all heterosexual, we must recog-
nize that your representative doesn't always
have to look like you in order to represent
you well."

Baldwin realizes that she will have to
work hard to win. "There are two very dif-
ferent races that have to be won, the primary
and the general election, both are going to
require an intensive amount of work."

To win the election she must win the pri-
mary. In order to do that she has to con-
vince Democrats that she is the strongest
candidate.

"Certainly there are people who will vote
on principle and vote their heart. But there
is a great sector out there who will vote
based on their desire to have this seat in the
D column. I have to convince everyone of
gwse people that 1 am the winning candi-

ate."

When asked how those favoring her can-
didacy can help Baldwin respondec
"There will be much to be done, but its ab-
solutely doable, but only if we exert a lot of
energy and we first and foremost recognize
that we have an irreplaceable resource like

the time we have. The closer we get to
election day the less renewable that resource
is."

Baldwin added "It will be an expensive
race, financial support is important, but |
will run a campaign that will allow everyone
to be a part of the team no matter what their
financial resources are. ]

Reaction to Baldwin's potential candidacy
has been uniformly positive. National and
local activists were universally supportive,

Typical of their reactions were statements
by Madison activist Mark Pocan who called
a Baldwin candidacy "A very exciting pros-
pect. Tammy would an excellent Congress-
woman for all the people of the district."

RATES ARE 52 for each line. Each line can contain up to 42 characters, (including spaces). Indicate if
you would like a BOLD HEADLINE of up to three words above your ad for an additional $2.50. Also
indicate classification under which your ad is to be run.

DEADLINE for placing a classified ad in. WISCONSIN LIGHT is noon Wednesday prior to
publication. If you mail your ad we must receive it on or before Wednesday. NO CREDIT or BILLING
SERVICES are offered, and we DO NOT accept any classifieds on the phone for placements or
renewals,

Baldwin did not set a time table for mak-
ing a formal announcement of her candi-
dacy. Before taking that final step Baldwin
said she wanted to assess the field "I
wouldn't be surprised if we didn't have._clar-
ity on that until early 1958"

Meanwhile she says "l am hitting the

NAME ADDRESS PHONE ground running. "
| g aldwin's candidacy be-
;:1\ SE CHECK THE ISSUE(S] IN wmcrS Eé?ﬂfwovm LIKE YOUR AD TO APPEARZ]P 5 ';t_ult!m:lsnf}ll;ﬂil;? fﬂ?\ﬁm ?k'L-'rI]‘]\' the sec-
i | . - ond time an openly Lesbian candidate ran
 for Congress. :
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Fred Hersch

" Tabking lo the Stars

Openly Gay, HIV+ Jazz Pianist Fred
Hersch is a Folder Within A Folder

By Jeffrey L. Newman

Fred Hersch lives life through the music
he creates. He is a musician's musician,
delving into introspective places that only
few artists can and having a vision that
transcends the boundaries of any one
musical genre to produce colorful and
vibrant movement.

With 14 solo recordings and more than
60 collaborative recordings to his credit,
the jazz pianist has won praise from his
peers for his innovative genius and prolific
style. He has also eamed himself two
Grammy nominations.

"Music is the focus for everything in my
life. It's the thing that means the most to
me," says the 41-year old composer and
pianist. " As a pianist I'm more in the jazz
realm than anything eise. But | also play
classical and work with various vocalist. |
also pull from various other places like
R&B, Motown, the Beatles. | compose a
fair amount myself in different idioms. Jazz
piano is just the hub of the wheel."

Though he has been playing profes-

sionally for nearly two decades, Hersch
gained substantial media attention two
years ago when he disclosed that he was
HIV positive.

"I'm a folder within a folder. I'm a music
pianist who happens to be Gay who
happens to be HIV positive--in that order,”
he says. "l decided that if | am going to be
an artist with any kind of integrity, |
couldn't waste energy in any closet, 97%
gay or HIV. But I'll always be a musician
before anything else.”

These days, Hersch is enjoying the
success of two recently released and
critically acclaimed recordings, the stellar
"Passion Flower: Fred Hersch Plays Billy
Strayhomn"” and "Fred Hersch Plays
Rodgers & Hammerstein," both on
Atlantic/Nonesuch Records.

A master technician, Hersch sparkles on
both sets, which he produced, arranged
and orchestrated. Much of his impact
stems from tonal nuance, his gift for

Turn to HERSCH, Page 28

AfterWords Bookstore Inaugurates
Community Give-Back Program

Milwuakee--Ten-percent takes on a
whole new meaning with the introduction
of Afterwords' 10 Percent Club, the new
"community give back" program at After-
words Bookstore & Espresso Bar.

For a $10 yearly fee, participating cus-
tomers will receive five-percent off of any
purchase while an additional five-percent
will be donated to the local Gay, Lesbian
or AlDS-related organization of the cus-
tomer's choosing.

In addition to the five-percent discount
and community organization donation,
members of the AfterWords® 10 Percent
Club will receive a distinctive Afterwords
book bag plus special mailings throughout
the year and exclusive "members only"
sales.

The "community give back" program be-
gan March 21, 1997. It is AfterWords'
way of thanking its customers for their pa-
tronage and thanking "the community or-
ganizations" for their ongoing efforts.

"We wanted to do something for all of

our loyal customers,” said Carl Szatmary,
AfterWords owner. "We hope that our 10
Percent Club will benefit both our custom-
ers and also our community.”

Customers will have the choice of the
many and varied community organization
in the Milwaukee area. AfterWords many
state-wide customers will be given the op-
portunity to choose organizations from
their communities as well.

Since opening on July 9, 1993, After-
Words has specialized in Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender Literature, in
addition to offering a wide range of maga-
zines, newspapers, cards, T-Shirts, Music
Cassettes and CDs, Video and an as-
soriment of other Gift ltems.

In July of 1996 AfterWords went on-line
with a fabulous web-site designed by Mil-
waukee-based firm, Telekinetics.

For more information on the "community
give back program,” call AfterWords a
(414) 963-9089.

Milwaukee's SSBL Gears Up
For 20" Anniversary Season

By Dusty Sass

The Saturday Soft Ball League (SSBL) is
gearing up for its 20" Anniversary Season.
Several hundred players are expected to
play in this year's league. Games will be
Bay

held at Sijan Field in Milwaukee's
View neighborhood.

League play is expected
Saturday afternoons. The

this year.

The SSBL is one of Gay and Lesbian
Milwaukee's finest organizations and a
source of recreation and entertainment to

help fill up your summer with fun.

This year the SSBL will be the host for
two tournaments, the Milwaukee Classic,
held over the Memorial Day Weekend and
Softball
Tournament held over the Labor Day
MIST includes teams from
Milwaukee, Detroit, Columbus, Cleveland

MIST, the Midwest Invitational
weekend.
and Milwaukee.

At least one new team,
sponsored by Mama Roux,

year.

"We are very excited about joining one
of the best Gay leagues in the country.

to begin
Saturday, April 26. Games are played on
league is
expecting between 8 and 10 teams to play

Mama's Kids
1875 N.
Humboldt, will be joining the SSBL this

This is going to fun." said Mama Roux
manager Joe St Claire, who adds,
"Anyone who wants to sign up can stop
in,"

Other teams in the area are also looking
for new players. Stop by your favorite
sponsor and sign up or call the SSBL's 24
hour hotline (414) 454-9204. A get
acquainted meeting for new players will be
held on Saturday, April 5, prior to the
League meeting.

The SSBL is steeped in history. It was
one of the first Gay softball leagues in the
country. It has hosted three world series,
including the first ever Lesbian World
Series in 1985, and 17 other softball
toumaments., The Milwaukee Classic,
formerly the Wreck Room Classic, was the
first Gay Softball Toumament in the
country.

In addition to adding a new tournament
to its home schedule, The SSBL has
another new feature this year, the SSBL
Booster Club. The Booster Club gives non
players a chance to support the SSBL.
Booster Club members will have a
membership card, free admittance to
SSBL events, and other benefits. For
more information on the Booster Club call
(414) 454-9204.

Brash Comic, Lea Del.aria, to Headline
PrideFest on Saturday, June 7

Milwaukee—Okay, so she might not be
the girl you want to bring home to mother,
but please feel free to bring mother with
you to PrideFest the evening of June 7,
as Lea Delaria takes center stage by
storm Saturday night. Not that anything
she says will shock you as we've all had
those same thoughts before, but DeLaria
is bold enough to say those things out
loud—on stage—and in front of thousands
of people. She's a “Big Dyke,” and proud
of it,

Delaria is not the “girl next door.” In
fact, she's not even allowed in the neigh-
borhood. She is a stand-up comic, musi-
cian, actor and civil rights activist whose
brash comedic style has landed her in the
national spotlight that included the first
appearance of an openly Gay comic on
national television via “The Arsenio Hall
Show,"” and as host Comedy Central’s first
all-Gay special, “Out There."

Del.aria now can be seen as the recur-
ring character Detective Pat Poletti on
ABC's “Matlock™ and on NBC's “The John
Laroquette Show" as Loreli the bartender.
And sharp eyes will pick her out in the
movie First Wives Club, with Bette
Midler, Goldie Hawn and Diane Keaton.

Her professional career began as soon
as she was able to leave Bellville. Delaria
moved to San Francisco and started per-
forming immediately. She joined a local
women's theater where she wrote plays
and acted, while working in construction to
pay the bills.

Del.aria’s first stand-up gig was in April,
1992. She immediately became a hit in
the LBGT community with her combina-
tion of brash in-your-face humor and me-
lodic bee-bop jazz. She played to audi-
ences across the country and became an
award-winning favorite.

The altemnative press began noticing
Delaria with articles in Paper, The Vil-
lage Voice and MS. She won a regional
Emmy Award for a series entitied “The
World According to US,” which aired on
Boston's WGBH.

The visibility of Lesbians led to a seg-
ment on ABC's “20/20" about the Lesbian
community in North Hampton, Massachu-
setts, which included a portion of De-
Laria's stand-up acts. Appearances on
“The Arsenio Hall Show"” and Comedy
Central quickly followed as well as a
Christmas show on Great Britain's Chan-
nel 4.
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Owners of Wausau’s Madhatter Bar Lay
Out the Welcome Mat State-Wide

Interview by Dusty Sass

In Wausau undemeath the veneer of a
nearly solidly white, straight community,
there beats a lavender rhythm. It is the
same beat that is seen in countless small
towns around the nation, a courageous
beat, a festive beat, a friendly beat, a beat
of Gay and Lesbian life.

Just as it is in so many other small
towns, the lifeblood of that beat is a local
Gay and Lesbian bar. In Wausau that bar
is called the Madhatter. Located in the
heart of the downtown area, the bar is the
pride and joy of Anne Bruno and her part-
ner of five years Vicki .

| was fortunate enough to spend a Sun-
day evening there, the night before the
Anti-Gay marriage bill hearing that was
held a few miles away. The Madhatter
stands as evidence of the oft staled fact
that we are everywhere.

More than that it stands as a welcoming
beacon for Gays and Lesbians, who with-
out its presence would not where to go. |
was more than happy to have the chance
to interview the owners, | was proud.

DS: Does your ability to draw people
from all over give you a sense of pride?
Vicki: Yes, you know there a lot more
people in Wausau that are Gay who are in
the closet. If this was Milwaukes, this bar
would be packed every night, but there are
a lot of closet cases in this area.

DS: So if you're up here in business in
the great northwoods. of Wisconsin,
you should stop in at the Madhatter and
have a great time?

Anne: You bet, yeah sure. Glad to have
you.

DS: What kind of community exists up
here outside of the Madhatter and
CWAN (the local AID.S. Service Organi-
zation)?

Anne: We're it. Other than going to Point
for the 10% society at the university, we

are it

DS: Does that put pressure on you be-

cause you know how important the bar

is the community?

Anne: We always want to have something

for Wausau. We want to make sure that

people have a safe place to go to. Isn't

that the way all people who have Gay bars

Bill Meunier

Madhatter Owners Vicki and Anne

Dusty Sass: How long have you owned
the Madhatter?

Anne: Six years.

DS: So why did you decide to go into
the Gay bar business up in Wausau?
Anne: Well the last owners were going out
of business and no else wanted to open
up a Gay bar, so | just picked up the baton
to make sure we had a Gay bar in Wau-
sau. We have had a Gay bar in Wausau
since 1574.

DS: Why did the last owners want to
leave?

Anne: Bar bumout. It was just their time
to leave.

DS: Obviously it's different running a
Gay bar in a small town like this versus
a big city, where attitudes may be more
liberal. Have you had a lot of problems
with the town?

Anne: Our problems only come from white
middle class children who follow what
they're taught in their homes and give us
problems.

DS: What do you mean how they are
taught in their homes?

Anne: They're not taught folerance. A
great deal of effort primarily on being a
white community. Within the last 10 years
we've only had some integration with
Asians and a few African Americans. So
they're not used o differences.

DS: Do you have a big staff?

Anne: Our staff consists of Vicki and |.
We are small owner operated. Our cus-
tomers come in fo see us. We're a home-
town bar.

DS: How long have you two been to-
gether?

Anne: Five years.

DS: How many people live in Wausau?

Anne: They say on the sign its 34,000.
With surrounding communities it's up to
about 75,000.

DS: So how many people would you get
in here on busy night?

Anne: It ranges anywhere from 50 to 200.
DS: Do they come just from Wausau or
further away?

Anne: Oh they come from Wausau, but
also from Rhinelander, Eau Claire, Green
Bay, Stevens Point and even further. We
have a lot of people who are business
people who come here.

or Gay groups feel? Believe me If | were
in it for the money, | would have been
gone a long time ago.

DS: Does running a bar with your part-
ner put a strain on your relationship?
Anne: No not at all.

Vicki: We spend a lot of time together. It's
good to get away for a few hours or so, but
we like being together.

DS: Does it bring you closer together
maybe?

Anne: | guess so. We're just a very
strong couple. Our relationship is built on
trust. . We have strong relationship, a good
understanding of each other.

DS: So where did you guys meet?
Vicki: A bar.

DS: Which one?

Anne: The Platwood in Stevens Point.

DS: So what do you like best about
owning the Madhatter?

Vicki: We meet a lot of nice people.
Yeah, we meet a few real butt heads, but
we meet a lot of nice people. It's given us
some opportunities we wouldn't have oth-
erwise, like getting involved with ROW,
Rainbow Over Wisconsin,

DS: What are you doing with ROW?
Vicki: | work on the picnic and | do a lot of
the entertainment and Annie does secu-
rity.

DS: Do you have a lot of problems up .

here with Gay bashing or whatever.
Vicki: I'd say in a year we might have at
most one or two incidents. We have a

good relationship with the police. I|f we
ever have a problem, the cops are here in
a matter of minutes.

DS: What do you do for fun and ex-
citement.? You have no bartenders
other than yourselves so you always
have to be here. You don't have any
life outside of the bar.

Anne: Vicki is a performer so she goes
out of town and performs a great deal.
She dances, lipsychs, she was Ms. Gay
Wisconsin.

Vicki: | also sew. Plus every year we go
to the Renaissance fairs in different states.
That's our only vacation.

DS: Since you have no bartenders don't
you have to close the bar when you
leave?

Turn to MADHATTER, Page 26
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Hunks of the North - While in Wausau for the hearing on AB 104, our photographer captured
more than a few good looking men on the north on film at Wausau's Madhatter Gay bar. Now we
know what they mean by "Cabin Fever."
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Gutzman Brings World Premiere of
“Space Gypsies” to Milwaukee Stage

Milwaukee—For those looking for an
exciting new theater experience in Mil-
waukee, Dale Gutzman, who is already
known as Milwaukee's most innovative
and sometimes outrageous director, is
bringing a unique world premiere fo Vogel
Hall.

Space Gypsies is a show written by a
Milwaukee native, Ross Quint. Quint fin-
ished writing the play in New York City
almost 25 years ago. The day he com-
pleted it, he died. The work has never
been seen.

Helen Quint, Ross's mother, has been
trying ever since her son's death to get
the piece produced. Now, at last, thanks
to Gutzman, Ross Quint's vision of the
future will be seen.

And what a vision it is, too! After the
complete collapse of the world as we
know it, small tribal groups of wanderers
live a primitive existence. A stranger ar-
rives in their midst, bringing with him ritu-
als that reveal memories of the past
Through these rituals, the tribe and the
audience explore why our civilization
crumbled and try to fortify against a similar
future.

The play includes song, dance, comedy,
drama, and, of course, love. The young

actors in the cast of 11 also had to leamn
how to fight with spears.

Gutzman has worked hard on the de-
sign of the show. He bought hand woven
material back from Thailand for the cos-
tume pieces. The cast of the show resem-
bles aboriginal tribesmen, with mud on
their hair and bodies, and very brief
clothing. Not a word of dialogue is spoken
for the first 45 minutes of the show; in-
stead, the tribe communicates through
gestures and grunts. The later portion of
the play shifts to sophisticated dialogue
between men and computers.

The cast of this unusual play includes
Karl Miller, Braden Moran, Michael
Fromme, Lawrence Lukasavage, Ellen
Klawuhn and Annie Mater. Some exciting
new tfalent appears with Gutzman, includ-
ing Brad Bouda as one of the
lover/warriors and Sarah Sokolovic as his
love interest.

Gutzman promises that Space Gypsies
will not only be entertaining, but enlight-
ening as well. It plays Vogel Hall of the
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts on
Friday and Saturday, April 25, 26 and May
2 and 3. Tickets are $16 and may be re-
served by calling (414) 273-7206.

MAP’s Make A
Promise Dinner is a

Stellar Success

Milwaukee—The Make A Promise Din-
ner and Silent Auction sponsored by the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
(ARCW) was held on Saturday, March 22,
1997, in the Grand Ball Room of Milwau-
kee's Pfister Hotel.

ARCW is the parent agency of the Mil-
waukee AIDS Project (thP).

The hotel, which has hosted Presidents,
royalty and stars of the stage and screen,
hosted over 900 S 1%1' the affair,
which benefits ARCW's AIDS education,
prevention and treatment programs. MAP
reported that over $145,000 was raised.

e Master of Ceremonies for the affair
was Mike Gousha. news anchor of To-
day’s TMJ 4, one of the major sponsors of
the event. There were 112% items up for
bids i the Silent Auction. These ranged
from Teddy Bears to fine works of art, gifi
certificates to some of Milwaukee’s finest
restaurants Lo trips to Canéun, Mexico.

As i other years, ARCW presented its
Rose Awards to those who have given
mentorious service m the fight against
AIDS. The three community service Red
Rose Awards pictured below are: (I-r)
Barbara Whitmore, ARCW Board mem-
ber, presenting the Award to Janice Hand,

Wisconsin HIV Primary Care Support
Network; Thomas Reed, ARCW Board
member presenting to Bret F. Ballinger,
Groupware Technologies; Dr. Bnan
gtﬁfy MD, presenting to Cris Ros-

er, UPC Health Network/Stein Home
Health, Executive Director of the Wiscon-
sin Region.

New Theatre
Company to
Make Its Debut

Milwaukee—Local producer and di-
rector Dale Gutzman, along with M&M
Club owner Bob Schmidt, is starting a
new experimental theatre group called
“Off The Wall Productions.”

Unique and vital plays of interest to
the Gay community will be presented in
intimate surroundings. The first produc-
tion slated for early summer, will be
Bent, Martin Shermman's explosive
drama about Gays in Nazi concentration
camps‘ ‘_i . j
Guizman is looking for interested ac-
tors, including a singing drag queen and
an actor to play a young Nazi. The show
includes violence and some nudity.

Actors ‘interested in the productions
should call Dale Gutzman at (414) 466-
4049,

ARCW’S MAKE A PROMISE DINNER-MARCH 22, 1997

Photos by Jerry Johnson
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY WEEKEND IN MILWAUKEE

Photos by Jerry Johnson and Bill Meunier
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An Intimate History of the Sex Lives of

Gay Men--Postwar to Present

Review by Patricia Conklin

The recently departed Michael Callen,
famed AIDS activist, musician and long-
time survivor, had many admirers who
now miss his passionate public expres-
sions of sex wisdom. Callen, however, left
a startling legacy among his survivor-
companions. This legacy, surfacing pow-
erfully in a new book, Sex Between Men,
proves that a continuity of ideas and val-
ues, if not of a physical immortality, does
exist.

Author Douglas Sadownick, Callen's
close friend, has penned a volume resur-
recling Callen's searching, vital spirit, al-
lowing it to whisper wisely into the si-
lences of our. most intimate physi-
callemotional encounters.

Douglas Sadownick went regularly to
the dying thinker's bedside, faithful to the
end. He saw, not surprisingly, that a living
mood can transcend death's blank dark-
ness and he vowed to tell what he knew of
Callen's contributions to humanity's un-
derstanding that sexual consciousness
need not be staid and static, but is con-
tinuously open fo an ever more powerful
and satisfying awareness.

Sex Between Men, therefore, is more
than mere theorizing about male sexuality.
It is a space shuttle, packed with investi-
gative data. The author, with a gutsy taste
for futurism, talks in the tone of a non-
judgmental adventurer.

From heavenly perches he sees the
globe with a fond and eamest caring,
sending Callen's message to other futur-
ists who are eager to vanquish their erotic
weariness. To Sadownick, there's more to
our discovery of sex/affection than most
ever imagine.

The message embodied in Sex Be-
tween Men says our approaches to sex
are in a highly transformative or develop-
mental stage. Changes had already been
oceurring rapidly, even before the onset of
this era of AIDS.

While there's no seeming design, no de-
liberate cosmic plan, there does exist an
extraordinary body of evidence pointing to
social alterations, mutations, and modifi-
cations leading humankind to new varia-
tions as colorful and exciting as its un-
counted fantasies themselves.

Sadownick knows we're being weaned
away from old-fashioned sexual habits
and that pressured behavioral demands
melt while old rusty chains, keeping us
shackled to a host of unimaginative repe-
titions, break.

The author's research, covering the last
50 years of Gay male behavior, strikes out
toward majestic heights. Using often vivid
quotes from interviewee experiences,
readers recognize those faint familiar
tunes they themselves have often sung.

Sadownick's interviews are cleverly ar-
ranged. At first they seem to leave read-
ers in limbo, but the author rescues in the
nick of time, finding men lonely at the
baths; at a disco, breathing hard after
dancing; or slumped over a bar at closing
time:

From these ordinary perches,
Sadownick lifts them to new levels. The
panorama widens and sexual infer-
changes assume a new significance.
Each level aims to increase—in same-sex
contacts--the maximization of human af-
fection. On one level learn of a sexual
awareness that increases not only per-
sonal pleasure but the happiness of rec-
ognizable outcasts, including the bald, the
effeminate, the fat, the foolish and the
boring, all types too seldom included as
comrades who are worthy of attention.

Any Gay man who dares to regard him-
self as knowledgeable about sex needs
the spirited counsels that pop up regularly
in this extraordinary book. Those unwilling
to rethink sexual habitualism may tum
away, but even so Sadownick proves an
able opener for closed minds.

To men who understand sexuality as
adventuresome shoots into greater
spaces, Sex Between Men opens its
shuttle doors onto alluring futureworlds,
places where satisfaction continuously
develops and where perplexity and defeat
are perpetually diminished.

No single book about sexuality will ap-
peal to everybody. Taste, certainly, is a
matfter of taste. But Sadownick gives, in
the lan Young tradition of psycho-history,
a psycho social chron -icle.

There are several other major works ex-
amining masculine sex, including Homo-
sexual Behavior Among Males by
Wainwright Churchill and The Geography
of Perversion by Rudi C. Bley. But when
meeting today's sexual quandaries head
on, one feels hard pressed to recommend
a more provocative and challenging ap-
proach than Sadownick’s prodigious, Sex
Between Men.

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Success came early to David Leavitt.
Barely into his twenties Leavitt had stories
published in the oh-so prestigious New
Yorker magazine. Naturally a book came
next, a collection of short stories, Family
Dancing, which was nominated for sev-
eral oh-so prestigious awards.

Quickly emerging as the darling of
mainstream literary critics, David Leavitt
continued to carve a name for himself with
such other well-received Gay themed
works of fiction as The Lost Language of
Cranes, Equal Affections and A Place
I've Never Been.

Leavit's soaring success suddenly,
dramatically stalled in 1893 with the publi-
cation of While England Sleeps. Unlike
his early, autobiographical fiction, While
England Sleeps was Leavitt's first at-
tempt at historical fiction, the story of an
aristocratic British writer's love affair with
a working class lad in the 1930's.

The less than unanimously flattering re-
views that nomnally accompanied each
new Leavitt book quietly faded into the
background with the stunning revelation
that the acclaimed poet W. H. Auden was
accusing Leavitt of plagiarizing his own
life story.

A lawsuit ensued. Leavitt's publisher,
the mammoth publishing house Viking
Penguin, pulled all existing copies of
While England Sleeps, an extraordinary

Out of the Dust of Adversity, Rudy
Galindo Becomes a Star

Reviewed by Christine Keenen

Rudy Galindo thought this day never
would come. If he ever dreamed of it, he
would push the idea out of his mind. How
could he win the men's naticnal figure
skating championship? How would the
conservative world of figure skating ever
allow an openly Gay Mexican-American to
take even third place, much less the na-
tional title, he had asked aloud.

Well, it happened in 1996. Not third.
But first. The national title, won in San
Jose, his own home town before a rau-
cous crowd of 10,869 that rose to its feet
15 seconds before he finished the perfect
long program in San Jose Arena.

Here was Rudy Galindo, someone who
was eighth last year, who never had been
higher than fifth in seven national men's
competitions, who was so lightly regarded
that he wasn't included in the media
guide, rising to beat the top skaters in the
country and take the title.

In his book, The Autobiography of
Rudy Galindo, we get to savor the glit-
tering magic of that victory in what the
Washington Post called “one of the
grandest upsets in figure skating history."

As his book chronicles, Galindo's victory
at Nationals was an unexpected (by eve-
ryone, but him) triumph in more ways than
one.

He was Gay, he was poor, he was °

raised in an area where drugs and gangs
are far more prevalent than dreams of tri-
umphs in gold. Yet, with his father behind
him and his older sister Laura, beside him,
and an inner strength that he didn’t know
he had, Galindo beat all the odds.

The book is completely frank. Galindo is

forthright about his problem with alcoho!
and drugs. He writes movingly about his
mother's iliness, his father's death from a
heart attack, the deaths of two of his
coaches and his older brother from AIDS.
As if this weren't enough, he is plunged
into the sloughs of despond when his
partner, Kristi Yamaguchi, decides to
leave him and go it alone, thus dashing
his hopes for Olympic gold.

Despite all this, he will reach for his
dream—and he will grasp it. In the proc-
ess, he is true to himself, a Mexican-
American, an “effeminate” Gay man.

In effective declarative prose, what
comes through in this book is the portrait
of a young man of tremendous courage.
But one who is also incredibly tender,
warm-hearted, and decent. He is a young
Gay man with a fantastic capacity for love,
so much so that there are times in reading
the book when you want to take him in
your ams and cuddle him and never let
him go. :

This is a book that, at times, will make
you weep. At times, too, it will make you

Rudy Galindo
feel all warm and fuzzy inside. It will make
you want to mest him because after you
finish the book, you will believe that you
know him so well.

The book is co-authored with Eric Mar-
cus who also co-authored the autobiogra-
phy of Greg Louganis, Breaking the Si-
lence.

The Autobiography of Rudy Galindo
is just now reaching the bookstores. It
should be a “must read” on everyone's
list. This story of a gallant young Mexican-
American athlete is too good to pass up.

David Leavitt’s New Book is Best Titled
The Lost Language of Whiners

§ per Writer" and "Saturn Street.”

. of Books.

bookselling development. In modified
form (as per the revisions dictated by
Leavitt's settlement with Auden) a paper-
back version of While England Sleeps
appeared last fall, to surprisingly little
fanfare.

Why all the bio info? Such familiarity
with Mr. Leavitt's career proves to be al-
most a prerequisite in delving into his lat-
est literary effort, Arkansas: Three No-
vellas (Houghton Mifflin HC $23.00).

This collection's centerpiece is "The
Term Paper Writer” in which a protago-
nist, @ writer oh-so conveniently named
David Leavitt, has been hiding out at his
father's house following a publishing
scandal that exactly mirrors that experi-
enced by the author David Leavitt. Suf-
fering the malaise brought upon by this
scandal, he and his writing become reju-
venated when he agrees to write term pa-
pers for UCLA male undergraduates in
exchange for sex.

Nathan and Celia, two well-loved Leavitt
characters dating back to his first short-
story collection, Family Dancing retumn in
"The Wooden Anniversary.” Having
grown up and grown apart, Celia and Na-
than have an awkward reunion after a five
year separation. Celia has changed, in
ways both visible and not so visible to her
friends. She has a husband, although
their marriage seems loveless. She's be-
gun a successful cooking school in Tus-
cany despite persistently claiming no culi-
nary gifts. Most of all, Celia has lost a
tremendous amount of weight and with it,
her obsession for Nathan. Nathan, on the
other hand has remained Nathan.

In the collection's final story, "Saturn
Street”, Leavitt follows Jerry Roth, a dis-
affected screenwriter in Hollywood who
avoids writing by spending most of his
time delivering lunches to homebound
AlDS patients or cruising adult bookstores
looking for sex. Somewhere along his de-
livery route, on Saturmn Street, Jerry meets
and falls in love with Phil. Like most of
Leavitt's characters, Jerry is unable to
lower the carefully constructed barriers
which guarantees his solitary existence.

Readers who like scandal and contro-
versy (you know who you are) are sure to
find much to pique their interest in Arkan-
sas, particularly in "The Temm Paper
Writer®. Others are likely to find this col-
lection curiously unsatisfying.

Leavitt certainly seems to enjoy teasing
his readers in "The Term Paper Writer",
blurring factual details of his own life with
that of a fictional David Leavitt. Are we
actually supposed to believe that the real
David Leavitt, in the aftermath of his
While England Sleeps scandal, bartered
for sex with undergraduates or that one of

! these self-same undergraduates (Ben)
i toyed with the idea of writing a fictional

account of their transaction?
will anyone care?

Glenn was also struck by the striking
similarities between the protagonists and
the urban LA landscape of "The Term Pa-
Both
protagonists are writers who cannot write
but rather divide their days either riding
the streets of Los Angeles, listening to a
radio call-in show hosted by the acerbic
Dr. Delia or cruising the shelves at Circus
Likewise, both protagonists
seems more comfortable in anonymous
phone sex rather than in real human rela-
tionships.

Leavitt places all of his characters in this
rather bleak collection into a strikingly bar-
ren emotional landscape, one in which
failed dreams and lost loves ominously
dominate. Having reached middie age,
his protagonists have acquiesced to the
seductive powers of longing and regret
rather than chance the potential risks in
gambling in either love or career.

Leaving Arkansas, one cannot help but
think how fortunate we are that these de-
pressing characters are David Leavitt's
friends and not ours.

In the end,

TELL YOUR FRIENDS:
I read all about it in

The Wisconsin Light




THE STATUES OF THE SACRED BAND
Chapter 2

By Terry Boughner

Simpson had said to dig into the story
and dig | did, planting myself in front of a
computer and logging onto the Net.

From the begin-
ning, Bobby Cal-
der's  disappear-
ance had not got-
ten big play in the
media. It had been
largely eclipsed by
the news of Presi-
dent Thomas
Heyl's heart attack
and his progress
toward recovery.
After a couple of
days, when the po-
lice reported that there was no evidence of
foul play, the story was dropped.

That was it, | thought. There was no
conspiracy of silence here, no pressure put
on reporters as Simpson seemed to be-
lieve. There just wasn't any story. The kid
had disappeared, but after all, he was 18,
legally an adult. So, maybe he'd just gotten
fed up with him mother's homophobic crap
and left. At his age, he could leave if he
wanted to and never look back.

One of the things | found that interested
me very much was a picture of the kid.
One look from this guy and | knew my in-
sides would feel like chocolate melting in
the sun. | downloaded the picture and
printed it out. | would save it.

Of all the articles | read about the case in
the Post, | noticed that Mary Ann Allen's
byline appeared more than any of the rest.
| made a note of it. She'd be a good person
to contact when | got to DC.

The last story she'd written consisted of
material from an interview she'd had with
the Senator in Calder's Georgetown home.
The article had appeared in the Post's
Sunday edition only the week before. A
picture showed a good-looking woman
wearing a stylish dark blue dress accented
by a double strand of pearls at her throat.
The caption said she'd just finished making
10 dozen of her famous butternut cookies
for the “ladies group” of her church,

According to the article, the Senator had
cried “copious tears" over the disappear-
ance of her son, but her eyes were dry
now, she said. She had been “buoyed up”
by her need to work “for the good of my
fellow Americans” and by her love of Clas-
sic Greek and Renaissance sculpture.

She was especially fond, she said, of
pieces from Donatello’s workshop. Thi
was a large gathering of sculptors in 15
century Padua who worked under the
master's hand. The Senator said she'd
collected “quite a few” of these works.

One thing more | needed to do. That was
check out the Gay papers on line. Simpson
was right. There were reports of disap-
pearances of young Gay men from the
Dupont Circle area. The police said there
was no evidence of foul play. The papers
complained that the cops weren't doing
their job, and that was about it. There was
no mention of Bobby Calder at all.

It was now near two in the afternoon. |
decided to cash it in and get some lunch. |
left the Trib and started to cross the park,
heading for Guller's little restaurant on the
other side. The sun was bright, the air
fresh after the rain, the wind whispered
through the sycamores. A crow set up a
raucous cry and then was still.

This was a town that had not changed
much in a hundred years. There were still
brick sidewalks and red brick streets.
There were still wooden store fronts. There
were still gas lights that, on special occa-
sions, were lit. All this was maintained to
attract tourists, so I'd been told, but what-
ever the reason, city boy though I'd always
been, | loved it.

A two lane, high crowned road went from
the town, heading south up the Turkeyfoot
Valley. A mile out was a covered bridge
over Laurel Creek. Tourists often stopped
and took pictures.

I'd gotten in the habit of riding my bike
out along the road. There was never much
traffic. | could take my time. I'd stop to look
at the mountains, Laurel Ridge to the west,
Chestnut Ridge to the east. Sometimes
they were hazy, sometimes bright with sun,
but always brooding, always moody. |
loved those ancient hills. From the moment
I'd gotten here, I'd heard their siren call
and knew that my soul belonged to them.

As a Gay man, could | live here? |
thought so. An African-American family
had recently bought a farm. The Pohs had
opened a craft shop. The Lopezes had a
store where they sold maple products and
smoked “Virginia” ham. There was Julie
Marsh and Linda Sedgwick. They had the
best dairy farm in the state. These people
wer; all accepted. Wasn't there a place for
me

The only problem | had was that |
couldn't imagine any Gay man on earth

who would be willing to would give up his
theatres, his concerts, his depariment
stores and bars for lawn fetes, harvest and
maple festivals and a lot of hard work?
Maybe there was one, but if so, | hadn't
found him yet.

| took the train out the next moming and
made my way to the lounge car where |
could sit, look out a window, have coffee
and smoke. It wasn't crowded, just a few
people sitting about. | found a seat easily
enough.

My mind was wandering. It was a habit
of mine, to get lost behind my eyes. Then |
noticed right across the aisle from me,
there was a guy sitting. He was 40-
something, thin, with aesthetic features,
having a look about him that was as
smoothly urbane as a greasy spoon.

He stared at me, with an appreciative
look, the kind of expression someone
might have in a museum when confronted
by some attractive piece of art. Finally, he
got up, gathered his drink, walked over to
me and sat down.

His name he said was Nicholas Bardi.
He had come from Chicago and was on his
way to Washington where he lived.

From his coat pocket, he withdraw a
gold cigarette case on which his initials
were traced out in tiny diamonds that glit-
tered in the sun. Etched above the letters,
was the figure of a seated lion. He opened
it carefully as one might a jewel case, and
held it toward me. | shook my head, refus-
ing his offer. He took one and returned the
case to his pocket, before lighting his ciga-
rette with a lighter that was a smaller dupli-
cate of the cass.

In the meantime, | was trying to think of a
polite way to get rid of him. I'd been
cruised before and always found it flatter-
ing. This guy was different. He was looking
at me as if he'd like to buy me, not propo-
sition me. It gave me the creeps.

“You are going to Washington?" he
asked me.

“Yes."

“Visiting friends?"

“Something like that."

He sipped his drink and smoked his ciga-
rette as he continued to look at me. My
coffee was growing cold. | shifted nerv-
ously in my seat. The train was slowing.
We were coming into Cumberland, the first
stop after Hastings. It was a dreary place,
reminding me of an old washrag hung out
on a line fo rot.

“Look, Mr. Bardi,” | began.

He interrupted. “David—may | call you
David?"

“Whatever."

The train came to a stop. There were the
sounds of doors banging open, of people
getting off.

“Please do not mistake my intent,” he
said. “One would have to be a philistine to
even think of mere physical relations to
satisfy camal lusts. That would be, dare |
say it, a sacrilege. Heaven forbid.”

| heard the distant “All Aboard!" The car
doors clanged shut. The train started up
again.

Bardi continued. “No, no, David. You
should model for great artists, ones whose
angelic hands could preserve your beauty
forever, let your body be feast for starving
eyes to the end of time.”

I'd had more than enough of this and got
up fo leave.

“Tony, wait," he said as | stood and
looked at him. The man really was creepy,
slippery, slimy, reminding me somehow of
green scum on a fetid, moonlit pond.

“| am fortunate enough to have a house
in the Georgetown section of the city," he
said, “where | hold soirees from time to
time; intimate affairs, quite discreet, at-
tended by discemning people, those who
have an interest in and understanding of
the arts. Could | be so bold as to think that
while you are in Washington, you might
accept an invitation from me?”

“Give me a card or something. I'll call
you.” It was an obvious brush-off, but he
seemed fo accept it at face value.

From an inside pocket of his suit coat
and took out a small white business card
and handed it to me. On it, in black raised
letters was his name. Above it was the fig-
ure like the one I'd seen on his cigarette
case, a seated lion done in gold. That was
all, no indication of what he did for a liv-
ing—if anything at all-nothing except for a
phone number.

“Call me," he urged.

“Yeah, sure.” | left to go back to my seat
in the coach, feeling like | needed to take a
bath. | dozed off, to be awakened by the
conductor calling out Harpers Ferry.

It would be a short stop. Forty miles on
would be Silver Spring, the last stop before
D.C. There, | decided, is where I'd get off
and take the Metro into the city. | never
wanted to lay eyes on Bardi again.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Just Out on
The Book Shelf

A Parisian From Kansas by Philippe
Tapon, Dutton HC $23.95

In this dazzling debut novel by one of
the most original writers in recent fiction,
Philip Tapon has created a marvelously
provocative Mobius strip of a novel. A
Parisian from Kansas is a quixotic, erotic
and thoroughly spellbinding work about
expatriate life in Paris, about a writer cre-
ating a novel and about an HIV-positive
American named Darren Swensor who
wants fo be immortalized in print by a

Statues of the
Sacred Band
Summary

Tony Martinelli,
fresh out of
college, has taken
a job as a reporter
for a small town
newspaper. His
editor tells him
that Senator Chris
Calder's son, 18
year-old Bobby,
has disappeared.
The Senator is an
exceedingly powerful person and a presi-
dential possibility. The editor is convinced
that the young Gay man has been mur-
dered and that his mother is involved.
Tony is told to go to Washington, DC and
find out the truth.

character named Philippe Tapon.

Out & About: USA Resorts & Warm-
Weather Vacations by Billy Kobler-Stuart
and David Alport Hyperion Pb $14.95

Since it first appeared in 1992, Out &
About has been the most respected and
reliable of Gay travel publications. In USA
Resorts and Warm-Weather Vacations,
Gay and Lesbian travelers are offered for
the first time a complete guide to the most
popular Gay vacation destinations with
up-fo-date insider information on accom-
modations, dining and nightlife, sightsee-
ing, shopping and outdoor activities and
much, much more.

Melissa Etheridge: Our Little Secret
by Joyce Luck, ECW Press Pb $16.95

Fans of Melissa, the First Lady/Lesbian
of Rock & Roll will not want to miss this
fact and photo-filled biography. From
growing up in Leavenworth to rising info
international stardom, Our Little Secret
chronicles all the key events and the
many people who have shared in the life
and the career of Melissa Etheridge. Our
Little Secret includes a complete Melissa
discography.

Ain't Gonna Be the Same Fool Twice
by April Sinclair, Avon Pb $12.00

Jean "Stevie" Stevenson, the indomita-
ble, adorable of Coffee Will Make You
Black, is back - somewhat older, some-
what wiser and with a college degree in
hand and ready to dive headfirst into the
hot tub, free love, yoga, and vegetarian
lifestyle of the very Gay San Francisco of
the 1970's. In this liberating new world of
raised consciousness, mind-expanding,
disco-dancing, a soul sister with passion
and daring has room to experiment with
life and love to find out who she really is!
A delightful coming-of-age story.

AfterWords Spring Bestsellers
Gay Men's Fiction

1. Boy Culture by Matthew Rettenmund, St. Martin's Griffin..................... Pb $10.95
2. Naked by David Sedaris, Little, Brown..........coooiieioininneiiieneiann, HC $21.85
3. Tales Out of School by Benjamin Taylor, Wamer Books..................... Pb $12.99

4. Dream Boy by Jim Grimeley, Scribner ..
5. Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West by Gregory Ma-

PRI ate i e M Lol el br s el . S5 s S, AN Pb $14.00

6. Men on Men 6: Best New Gay Fiction by David Bergman, Plume...... Pb $12.95
7. Man of the House by Stephen McCauley, Washington Square Press... Pb $14.00

8. The Ethan Green Chronicles by Eric Omer, St. Martin's Griffin............ Pb $10.95
9. Mad About the Boys edited by John Patrick, STARbooks.................... Pb $14.95
10. Shadowdance by Robin Wayne Bailey, White Wolf............c.cocvvvneii. Pb $5.99

Lesbian Fiction

1. Towards Amnesia by Sarah Van Arsdale, Riverhead Books................ Pb $11.00
2. Intersection Between of Law and Desire by J. M. Redmann, Avon........Pb $5.99
3. Best Lesbian Erotica 1997 by Tristan Taormino,Cleis Press Press...... Pb $14.95
4. Embrace in Motion by Karin Kallmaker, Naiad Press.......................... Pb $11.95
5. (As Francesca) by Martha Baer, Broadway Books..............cccvcvnnenn..n. HC $22.50
6. Amnesty by Louise A. Blum, AlySon.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei it Pb $8.95
7. Love or Money by Jackie Calhoun, Naiad............ccocvoviveininiiiiiennennnnn Pb $10.95
8. The Grass Widow by Nanci Little, Madwoman Press...............ccc........ Pb $12.95
9. Inner Circle by Claire McNab, Naiad................cooooiiiiiiiiiniieieiinnaens Pb $10.95
10. The Wish List by Saxon Bennett, Naiad Press...........ccoccoviveicviieennn.. Pb $10.85

Pb $11.00

Gay Men's Non-Fiction

1. Wonder Bread and Ecstasy: The Life & Death of Joey Stepfano by Charles

IShOYWOOR, AISOIT. +cinieiithans raskvasissins sosnes it uaine st ta iy e bk e s Pb $11.95
2. Bel Ami : Intimate Friends, Bruno Gmunder. ..........cc.ooevvviviiinnnannnnss Pb $39.956
3. Couples by John Gettings, New England............c..coovvvvemiieirinnnininnenn. HC $25.00
4. Farm Boys: Lives of Gay Men from the Rural Midwest, collected and edited Will
Fellows, University of Wisconsin Press..........iccicriiiiiireeeesimiesisssseenens HC $27.50
SRTET e e A e o] TIEE S e T ST R - o (SR A e s Ay Pb $13.95

6. Breaking the Surface by Greg Louganis, Plume.. ..Pb $12.95
7. Two Hearts Desire edited Michael Lassell & Lawrence Schmel St Mamn s Press

.................................................................................................. HC $12.00
8. USA Resorts & Warm Weather Vacations : Out & About Gay Travel Guides,
Hyperion... ..Pb $14.95
9. The Day We Met odlted by Jack Hart. Alyson Pb $11.95

10. My First Time: Gay Men Describe Their First Sam&Se; Expenences edited
o 001 E S gV e e e I r R e A e i St e S Pb $10.95

Lesbian Non-Fiction
1. Women's Traveller "97, Damron.. ..Pb $11.95
2. Meliisa Etheridge: The Only One by Chns Nlck.son St. Mamn 'S anﬁn .Pb $11.95
3. The History of Lesbian Hair by Mary Dugger, Doubleday... ...Pb $10.895
4. Portraits of Love edited by Susan Fox Rogers and Linda Smukler. St. Martin's
i e L e I e HC $12.00

6. My Point... and | do have one by Ellen Degeneres, Bantam..................Pb $6.50
6. Women's Travel in Your Pocket, Ferrari... . Pb$14.00
7. Melissa Etheridge: Our Little Secret by Joyce Luck ECW ...Pb $16.956

8. Between Us: A Legacy of Lesbian Letters, edited by Kay Tumar Chronicle Book
...HC $17.95
9 Vlrtual Equality by Urvaahl Vald Anchor Books ..Pb $14.95
10. Early Embraces: True-Life Stories of Women Duerlblng Thelr Flnt Lesbian
Experience edited by Lindsey Elder, Alyson... .. Pb $11.95
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‘Prisoner of the Mountains’ is a Stunning
Adaptation of a Tolstoy Story

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Competing for screen space (not to
mention audience) with the mammoth
Star Wars epics and the shameless,
adolescent mugging of Jim Carrey, a terri-
fic little foreign film like Prisoner of the
Mountains doesn't seem to have much of
a chance and that's a darn shame.

Loosely based on 2 Leo Tolstoy short
story, Prisoner of the Caucasus, written
over 150 years ago, Sergei Bodrov's
cinematic adaptation proves fo be just as
fresh and topical today's newspaper
headlines.

The story is astonishingly yet decep-
tively simple. When local rebels ambush
a small troop of Russian soldiers, two are
taken captive: Sacha (Oleg Menshikov)
and Vania (Sergei Bodrov, Jr.). Rebel
leader Abdoul-Mourat (Jermal Sikharu-
lidze) hopes to exchange these captured
soldiers for his son who is currently being
held in a Russian jail.

Much of the film's early focus is on the
relationship of the two captured soldiers,
different as night and day but forced to get
along because of the chain that shackles
them together.

Sacha is the older, the more worldly of
the two, an experienced soldier who ex-
pects the worst and who is ready to kill his
jailers, however sympathetic, if escape
seems within their grasp. While Sacha
initially seems to hold the young, innocent
Vania in contempt, their relationship ef-
fortlessly moves to that of an older and a
younger brother.

For inexplicable reasons, the exchange
doesn't come off as planned. Frustrated,
Abdoul-Mourat instructs his two captives

to write to their mothers, hoping that fam-
ily intervention might rule the day. Sacha,
an orphan has no mother but Vania's
mother, a teacher, quickly descends upon
the Russian garrison.

Vania's mother cannot persuade the
garrison’'s commander, a man too mis-
trustful of the rebels and too unwilling to
act against orders. Undaunted, Vania's
mother sets out to plead with her son's
captor.

Bodrov places his story within a near
fairytale landscape, a breathtakingly
beautiful mountain region. If not for the
fighting, it is possible to imagine that the
little village Abdoul-Mourat takes the sol-
dier to has been forgotten by time.

Sergei Bodrov effectively offers his anti-
war message in Prisoner on the Moun-
tains without resorting to cardboard char-
acters or conventional plotting. Nothing is
black or white, there are no villains, at
least not villains in the Hollywood sense of

the word.

Particularly impressive is Bodrov's use
of non-professional actors for all roles ex-
cept that of the two soldiers. Especially
appealing is Susanna Mekhralieva as
Dina, Abdoul-Mourat's twelve year-old
daughter who befriends the two soldiers.

Prisoner on the Mountains is a mar-
velous film, a simple and poignant story
exquisitely told. Do not miss it.

Rating $$$$$ (scale $$$$$%)

Nominated for the Academy Award for
Best Foreign Film, The Prisoner of the
Mountain is now playing at Milwaukee's
Oriental Theater.

Suspense, Great Characters Make
‘Smilla’s Sense of Snow’ a Good Film

Review by John Jahn

When you go to see a suspense thriller,
the last thing you want to have happen is
for your mind to wander—due to the fact
that the film is boring, predictable, inane,
or worse yet, all three of those things. It's
during films like that that you'll start look-
ing at your watch and thinking what you'll
do after the movie's over, which can't
come too soon.

When you go fo see a film with such an
off-beat litie as Smilla's Sense of Snow,

g

cops on the scene believe the boy acci-
dentally fell off the roof. “No child plays
like that," retorts Smilla, and her search
for the truth behind this boy's death be-
comes her all-consuming passion. The
mystery leads us in directions we could
never predict, and does so in a convinc-
ing, thrilling, entertaining fashion.

As | mentioned in the title of this review,
“great characters" help to make this a
worthwhile film to see. This includes the
aforementioned Julia Ormond as Smilla,

Julia Ormond as Smilla Jaspeersen in Bille August's Smilla’s Sense of Snow

you're at least initially intrigued because
you have no idea what it means (unless
you've already read the novel of the same
name by Peter Hoeg). What happens af-
terwards is entirely predictable. I'm glad to
report that in the case of this film, you'll
continue to be intrigued long after the title
makes sense.

The ball gets rolling immediately in this
two-hour mystery, as a young boy lies
face-down in the snow on the sidewalk
below the apartment building in which he
lived. Smilla (Julia Ormond} was very
close to the boy, and is distraught when
she arrives home to see this awful sight.
The apparent accident of his death is,
f_'_lowever immediately brought into ques-
tion.

Smilla is an expert on Arctic conditions
and snow (largely due to her upbringing in
Greenland). You see, the boy's footpririts
in the snow on the roof of the building lead
directly off the edge in a straight line. The

the angry, conflicted, suspicious, driven
central character.

A stuttering fellow living in the same
apartment building (Gabriel Byrne) slowly
and painfully makes his way into Smilla's
somewhat chilled heart and mind, but, as
we later find out, perhaps her initial suspi-
cions of him were well-founded after all.

Veteran actors, too, make excellent
supporting appearances. Robert Loggia is
Smilla's caring father, and there's Richard
Harris in another one of his sleazy, villain-
ous roles at which he excells. Finally, we
have one scene with Vanessa Regrave,
who eventually agrees to help Smilla in
her quest for the truth.

Directed by Bille August, the Swedish
director of The Best Intentions and Pelle
the Conqueror, and written by Ann
Biderman (Primal Fear, Copycat)
Smilla's Sense of Snow is a fine mystery
which [ highly recommend. On a 1-10
scale, this film rates an 8.

Brad Pitt stars as Rory Devaney, who brings his violent past in volatile Northern Ireland
with him to America, in Columbia Pictures’ suspense thriller The Devils’ Own

‘Devil’s Own’ is an Intelligent, Gritty
Action Film-Plus Brad Pitt

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Arriving at the preview for Devil's Own,
ammed with his usual Biggie Popcom and
Biggie Diet Pepsi, Glenn was absolutely
shivering with excitement. The pairing of
Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt certainly sug-
gested a highly engrossing thriller. More
importantly, perchance Devil's Own
would be the film to include a silly, super-
fluous nude scene by the ever delectable
Brad Pitt.

Well, while Glenn is sorry to dash the
hopes of all those seeking a sneak peek
at Mr. Pitt in the buff, Devil's Own does
prove to be an engrossing, if occasionally
a somewhat perplexing thriller.

Mired in controversy, particularly from
reluctant co-star Pitt, Pakula's Devil's
Own is a curious hybrid of action block-
buster and thoughtful character study.

Brad Pitt is Francis "Frankie” McGuire
who at a tender age witnessed the spec-
tacle of his father being gunned down at
the dinner table. Jump about twenty years
and Frankie is now one of the most
sought-after members of the IRA, having
the deaths of 13 soldiers and 11 cops to
his credit.

Following a fierce battle on the streets of
Belfast, Frankie flees to New York, under
the sponsorship of New York Judge Peter
Fitzsimmons (George Heamn), a IRA-
sympathizer. Fitzsimmons contrives to
have Frankie stay at the pleasant subur-
ban home of Tom O'Meara (Harrison
Ford), a sergeant in New York's finest
who knows nothing of Frankie's infamous
past.

The O'Mearas welcome their Irish guest
with open amms, quickly making him a part
of their lives. Quite predictably a bond
grows between Frankie and Tom, even
while we in the audience know that they
are headed to a major, climatic confronta-
tion.

Financed by the Judge, Frankie under-
takes a mission which involves the pur-
chase of Stinger missiles from Billy Burke
(wasn't she Glinda in The Wizard of 0z7)
which Frankie hopes to transport back to
Ireland in a boat he's been refurbishing.

A hitch in the deal occurs. Frankie tries
to stall Burke (Treat Williams) but the sa-
loon entrepreneaur-cum-arms dealer has
little patience to wait for his money. When
Burke's henchmen search the O'Meara
household, they uncover no money but
prove to be a rather unpleasant surprise
Tom and his wife Sheila (Margaret Colin).

Eschewing simplistic action-flick cliches,
Pakula is more concerned with issues and
with their impact upon the individual,
cusing on the relationship between Tom,
the good cop and Frankie, the rebel sol-
dier

At first

f\.-

uncomfortable within the

O'Meara household, by degree we begin
to see Frankie responding to their wamth
and caring. To similar effect is an
emerging romance between Frankie and
the beautiful young Megan. Yet when the
film's climax occurs, how Brad Piit's mar-
velously enigmatic Frankie will react is
totally unpredictable. This is the best work
Brad Pitt has done in some time.

Tom O'Meara might be a much more
predictable a figure, a traditionally heroic
family hero yet Harrison Ford does an
equally fine job.

Turn to “DEVIL’S OWN?”, Page 22

‘Rosewood’ is a
Frighteningly
Accurate Film

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

African-American director John (Boyz N
the Hood) Singleton brings to light the
story of the small Florida town of Rose-
wood, a harrowing, shameful moment in
America's history.

The year is 1922. Rosewood is a pretty
and prosperous little town lived in and
owned by African-Americans along with a

few whites, including shopkeep John
Wright (Jon Voight). The town's seem-
ingly idyllic existence is nonetheless

thwarted almost daily by the poor white
trash folks that populate the neighboring
town of Sumner.

Theirs is not exactly a peaceful coexis-
tence. Sumner's poor seethe in their ra-
cially based discontent, merely awaiting
the spark that will enable them to re-
established the proper status quo.

When that spark comes to pass it is
suitably stupid and ugly. A local white
woman claims that she has been beaten
(but not raped, she is quick to add) by a
mysterious black man. Sumner's bigoted
citizens are all foo quick to accept a story
that we in the audience knows is not true.

The result is a brutal retribution against
Rosewood, something that the town's
sheriff (Michael Rooker) is too ineffectual
to prevent, despite doubting the woman's
story from the start.

If Singleton is occasionally guilty of over
simplifying the film’s exploration mob vie-
lence, too quickly resorting fo easy
stereotypes and cardboard caricatures,
Rosewood is nonetheless a frightening
and effective piece of fimmaking.

Fine performances abound with Don
Cheadle particularly impressive as the
stubborn Sylvester Carrier. Only Ving
Rhames as the fictional Mann seems to
have wandered |n from some other film.

Rating $$5%% (scale § to $$$$5%)



Lesbian Activist Brings Out Film on Life
for Gays in Castro’s Cuba

Milwaukee--Americans' view of Cuba is
based more on the right wing's
mythmaking (a2 process they've become
expert at) than on qualities inherent in
Cuban society. In some areas--literacy
levels, for example--Cuba has a better
track record than we do.

The situation for Cuban Gays is also
awash in misinformation, which Sonia de
Vries', a Lesbhian activist, level-handed
documentary goes far in countering.

Gay Cuba combines interviews with
Lesbians and Gay men, govemment
officials, and average citizens, with
musical performances and Gay pride
parades. Along the way, we get a quick,
painless lesson in Cuban history.

From 1898 to 1902, the island (now 11
million people) was occupied by the
United States. From 1902 until 1858, the
U.S. supported dictators to protect our
corporate interests—a process that tumed
the island into a model of Third World
corruption and exploitation.

Even after the revolution, Cuba offered
to compensate American companies that
were nationalized, but, typically, the U.S.
refused and thus began the destructive
blockade that continues today beyond all
reason, logic, and morality.

What effect did the revolution have on
the acceptance of Gay people in a country
drenched in machismo?

Unfortunately, the government adopted
the familiar Stalinist line that homo-
sexuality is "a byproduct of decadent
capitalism.”

The Public Ostentation Law was
enacted in the 1930s specifically to
encourage harassment of Gay people
who refused to stay in the closet, and in
spite of the revolution process of
reexamining old attitudes, the government
refused to repeal that law until 1988.

Police, used to casual harassment and
arrests of Gays, were ordered to desist.
Director de Vries interviews people who
recall this time, but as one activist says,
"Cuba right now is not a human rights
issue.”

Cuba was rightly condemned also
during the 1980s for quarantining people

with HIV, a practice that also collapsed
under careful scrutiny. In 1983, the

incarceration law was lifted, and HIV"®

patients enjoy free medications, housing,
and full wages if they're able to work—
policies that again show the superiority of
this island nation over its neighbor to the
north.

The National Center for sex Education
leads workshops throughout the country
to try to eradicate homophobic attitudes.

One of the women who works for the
center blames the Catholic Church for
much of the anti-Gay atlitude that
continues to exist. "The Catholic religion
simply rejects pleasure; life; sexuality in
general.” Many Cuban Gays, like many
American Lesbians and Gay men, have in
turn rejected the Church, finding spiritual
solace in their own growing sense of
community, or in the more sensual and
open-minded Santeria religion.

The extraordinary success of the literacy
campaign initiated after the revolution is
evident in the articulateness of the people.

Even many of the soldiers interviewed
recognize the foolishness of homophobic
attitudes: " Homosexuality has nothing to
do with a person's intellectual capacity,”
one of them says.

Cuba has room for improvement, as
some Gays still hide their real identities. A
union leader says with simple eloguence,”
Many of us live our lives in the closet. This
works against our human development.”

On the other hand, we have a young
Cuban Lesbian who insists on holding
hands with and kissing her gidfriend in
public, "right in front of the police," daring
them to intervene.

Gay Cuba shows that a society that
encourages its people to think and
examine their prejudices can change for
the better, and this is exactly what's
happening there.

Gay Cuba will have a special
screening in Bolton Hall 150 at UW-
Milwaukee on Friday, April 10. De Vries
will be on hand fo answer questions
about the film and her recent trip to
Cuba.

Fine Performances Make ‘Blood and
Wine’ a Tense Thriller

Review by John Jahn

Like most movie goers, | suppose, | fry
to guess what will happen next as the film
progresses from scene to scene. Who
falls in love with who? Who gets killed
next? Very often, when those guesses
come true, the movie ends up being a
disappointing one (eaming the unwanted
epithet, “predictable”). When you find your
guesses incorrect, more often than not,
the movie will be a good one (“surprising,”
“unpredictable”). That observation holds
true in my case with Director Bob Rafel-
son's noir thriller, Blood and Wine.

Predictable or not, no film can survive
even slight scrutiny if it's poorly cast,
written or acted. Again, on all three levels,
this film holds its own. The film centers on
two middle-aged crooks looking for one
last, lucrative score to send them into
easy retirement. Alex and Vic (Jack Nich-
olson and Michael Caine).

Alex slyly uses his relationship with the
nanny of a wealthy friend (Gabriel played
by Jennifer Lopez) to gain access to a
million dollar, diamond-studded necklace.
All Alex and Vic need do is enter the
home, out maneuver inane secunty
guards, steal the necklace, pack up and

fly away.

Only it's not so easy. Alex’s life is com-
plicated by a disastrous marriage. His wife
(Judy Davis) confronts Alex in a brutal
scene, and unwittingly absconds with the
necklace, accompanied by her protective
son, Jason (Stephen Dorff). As for Vie,
he's fighting a losing battle with lung can-
cer—his goal in life now reduced to
avoiding death in a county hospital.

What really makes Blood and Wine a
fine thriller are the central characters, all
of whom are interesting, muiti-dimensional
people. Realistically, none of them are
wholly good or evil. Instead, they occupy a
kind of moral gray area, allowing you to
judge them for yourself (rather than hav-
ing the writers and director feed you your
thoughts and emotions, as is so often the
case in other films).

The movie has some rough language
and violence, but these don't overwhelm
the characters as often happens in thrill-
ers.

Essentially, Blood and Wine is a taut,
tense, dark, dysfunctional thriller, unpre-
dictable at nearly every tum, and well
worth seeing. | rate this one an 8.

Spectacular and Astonishing Images Fill

‘The Living Sea’

Review by John Jahn

Milwaukee's IMAX Dome Theater, lo-
cated in the Museum Center at 710 W.
Wells Street in downtown, continues to be
a runaway success story with the intro-
duction of its second feature, The Living
Sea. For those of you already saying to
yourselves, “Sure, a nature documentary
just like the ones | see on public TV.
What's the big deal?”, let me explain why
this presentation is nothing like what you
may have experienced before.

The Humphrey IMAX Dome Theater
brings us a new, exciting, sometimes diz-
ziness-inducing cinematic experience, al-
lowing you to feel totally involved in the
film's action. IMAX cameras utilize the
world’s largest motion picture film, pro-
jecting it onto a domed screen 6 stories
high and 74 feet in diameter. In addition 6-
channel digital stereo literally surrounds
you with sound, adding to the sensation of
being in the midst of the action.

Whereas the IMAX theater's first show-
ing, Destiny in Space, put you in the role
of astronaut, exploring outer space, The

Living Sea has you assume the role of
deep sea diver and explorer of the last
frontier on earth.

You may find yourself holding your
breath as you plunge into the wondrous
depths of “The Living Sea.” Far below the
surface of the world's oceans, you will
come face to face with the strange, fasci-
nating creatures that live where the sun-
light never penetrates.

You swim with scuba divers through a
million floating, undulating, glowing jelly-
fish. In one of the most memorable
scenes, you'll swim along side a hump-
back whale in a life-size image projected
on the giant IMAX Dome screen. These
and other amazing images, accompanied
by the narration of Meryl Streep and mu-
sic of Sting, earmned The Living Sea an
Academy Award nomination. | highly rec-
ommend it, for a swimmingly good time!

On a 1 to 10 scale, The Living Sea
rates a 9. It is currently showing, along
with Destiny in Space, exclusively at the
Humphrey Dome Theater. Call (414) 319-
IMAX for show times.
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Chiristopher Guest stars as Blaine, Missouri’s leading thespian Corky St. Clair, in the comedy o

Guffman. The film opens at Milwaukee's Oriental Theater in mid-March. Wisconsin Light is co-sponsoring
an advance showing on March 31. For details, sec ad below.

‘Waiting for Guffman’ is an Endearing
and Entertaining Film You Should See

Review by Glenn Bishop

Buried deep in the utter depths of
Glenn's closet are memories of starring
roles in long past (and mercifully forgot-
ten) productions of some of the finest ex-
amples of lost classics of the American
musical theatre. Indeed, Glenn sang,
Glenn danced...

Much like Corky St. Clair (Christopher
Guest), the protagonist in Waiting for
Guffman, at a young age Glenn was daz-
zled by the twinkle of the footlights and
soon found himself on a Greyhound
headed towards the Great White Way.
Also like Corky, Glenn found stardom illu-
sive and sadly returned to the waming
bosom of home and hearth.

In the finest fashion of those fabulous
"let's put on a show" movie musicals of
the 1930s, Corky has retumed home to
mount the most sensational productions
ever seen in Blaine (located anywhere,
America).

Against all reason, against all logic,
Corky has managed to somehow keep
that faint flicker of hope alive, the desper-
ate dream of someday becoming a star on
Broadway. What could be more existen-

tial?

Suddenly, Corky is faced with one last
chance, that one big break that will break
him loose from Blaine and carry him off to
New York: Red, White and Blaine, a lav-
ishly glorious musical extravaganza com-
memorating the magnificent 150 year
history of the town. And who better than
Corky to write, direct, costume and cho-
reograph (not star in?) such a production?

In stark, mock documentary fashion,
Waiting for Guffman explores the
dreams, the hopes, the trials, the tribula-
tions and the applause that surround the
creation of such a dramatic entertainment.

Beginning with auditions, it becomes
immediately apparent that Blaine is a hot-
bed of musical comedy talent. Besides
Corky himself, there is for example the Al-
bertsons, Ron and Sheila (Fred Willard
and Catherine O'Hara). Recalling (if in
fact only faintly) Rob and Laura Petrie for
the old Dick Van Dyke Show, Ron and
Sheila are travel agents by day, a soft-
shoe duet at night.

Urged to explore his creative side, Dr.
Allan Pearl (Eugene Levy) proves fo be a
revelation to Corky at his audition (Glenn

Turn to “GUFFMAN?”, Page 22

THERE’S A 600D
REASON SOME TALENT
REMAINS
UNDISCOVERED.
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CORDIALLY INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO ATTEND A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

MONDAY, MARCH 31 » 7:30pm
LANDMARK ORIENTAL
2330 North Farwel » Milwaukeel

Pick Up Your Passes, beginning immediately at the offices of the
The Wisconsin Light
1843 North Palmer » Milwaukee * 372-2773
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‘Return of the Jedi’ is a Fine Finale to
the Special Edition of Star Wars Trilogy

Review by John Jahn

Return of the Jedi, the last of the origi-
nal trio of “Star Wars” films which debuted
in 1983, begins where the whole series
started—on Luke Skywalker's home
planet of Tatooine. Luke has retumed
there after having completed his Jedi
training with Yoda in order to rescue Han
Solo from the clutches of the vile, worm-
like gangster, Jabba the Hut.

Meanwhile, the evil Galactic Empire is in
the process of constructing a new, im-
proved Death Star, in orbit around the for-
est moon of Endor, and protected by a
force field projected around it from the
moon's surface. It is precisely this new
Death Star where the Rebel forces plan to
strike a decisive blow against the Empire,
and it is there that Darth Vader and the
Emperor himself wait in ambush.

Return of the Jedi is somewhat more
light hearted than its predecessor as it

goes about tying up all the loose ends of
the space trilogy. The scenes at Jabba's
Palace are some of the best in the film,
filled with bizarre creatures. Here, Luke
batles the Rancor, a gigantic beast that
devours human-sized beings whole.

Finally, Luke, Han, Leia and the others
fight an epic battle aboard Jabba's sail
barge as the latter attempts to execute
them by way of the Sarlaac, a creature of
teeth and tentacles that lives in a desert
pit. It is also in Return of the Jedi that
Luke must confront his father, Darth Va-
der, once and for all, and frustrate the
Emperor's plans to make Luke his next
apprentice in evil.

The most obvious changes to this film
for its re-release included digital, comput-
erized singers at Jabba's Palace (replac-
ing rather fake looking puppets in the
original), you get to see what the Sarlaac
looks like (in the original, it was somewhat

‘Liar, Liar’ Peers into the Heart of Mall-
Minded America and Finds it Empty

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

is it Glenn's imagination or is Hollywood
simply running out of ideas? With few ex-
ceptions, what graces the multiplexes
throughout America are fill-in-the-blank
action blockbusters or over-blown sit-com
episodes?

Channel surfing last week, Glenn mo-
mentarily paused on an old / Love Lucy
episode. Lucy is forced into a bet which
requires her to tell only the truth. Briefly
she struggles with this terrifying proposi-
tion but soon enough, with gleeful aban-
don, Lucy begins to relish the freedom
telling the truth can bring.

Liar Liar, written by Paul Guay and
Stephen Mazur, changes the story a bit,
updating it for the ‘90's,

Jim Carrey plays Fletcher Reede, an
hotshot attorney who is too clever by half
and makes sure everyone knows it. When
he is handed a big case, one in which a
big win is sure to bring with it the reward
of making partner in his law firm, nothing
is going to stop Fletcher. Certainly not
telling a few lies. Not even missing his
son's fifth birthday party.

True, Fletcher has proved to be a com-
plete and total bust as a father and a hus-
band but that doesn't stop adorable son
Max (Justin Cooper) and devoted ex-wife
Audrey (Maura Tierney) from continuing to
hold a soft spot in their hearls for the
scamp. He's not really a bad guy, he just
keeps making promises that he can't
keep.

Through the magic of Hollywood, the
wish Max wishes before blowing out the
candles on his birthday cake comes true:
a wish that his father might experience 24
hours where, come hell or high water,
good ‘ol dad is only to tell the whole truth
and nothing but.

This is when the real fun begins as di-
rector (and frequent Carrey collaborator)
Tom Shadyac simply sets, letting the
laughs (as well as any semblance of
story) fall where they may.

At first Fletcher is blithely telling the truth
when nomally lies, big lies, little lies, lies
in all shapes, sizes and colors would have
dropped trippingly off of his tongue. He is
as unconscious of telling the truth as he
is otherwise unconscious of telling one lie
after another.

Eventually, as one hilarious crisis fol-
lows the next, it occurs to Fletcher that
something is wrong. But there is no place
for Fletcher to hide on this one, very spe-
cial, oh-so important day.

Audiences for Liar Liar are sure to utter
a loud and long collective sigh of relief,
secure in the knowledge that the old Jim
Carrey is back, leaving well behind him
the icky Jim Carrey most found so un-
pleasant in last summer's bomb, The Ca-
ble Guy.

Sqre, Carrey's mugging occasionally
begins to resemble someone’s worst
nightmare on crack, particularly in a truly
creepy scene which has Fletcher beating
himself up in a public toilet, but heck no
one in the preview audience seemed to
mind. Howls of laughter accompanied not
only this scene but Carrey's each and
every new face or antic. Nor did anyone
seem to care that with an effortless slight-
of-hand that Liar Liar wrapped up in an
astonishingly predictable, “happily-ever
after” fashion.

Liar Liar is nothing if not a star turn for
adorable as the adorable Max. Maurz
Tiemey is pleasant as Fletcher's ex-wife,
Audrey and Cary Elwes gamely tries his
best as Audrey's new boyfriend Jerry.

With uncanny telepathy, Carrey and
company seems to have been able to

peer into the hearts of mall-obsessed
middle America. The result is surely one
of most baldly calculated commercial
features in some time, at least since In-
dependence Day.

As Liar Liar is sure to make a fortune,
what does this say about America?

Rating $$ (scale $ to $$$$%%)

of an inert hole in the ground), and the
scenes of celebration at the end of the film
no longer focus exclusively on Ewoks on
Endor. (The Ewoks, incidentally, are a
main reason many fans place this film
third on their list of favorite Star Wars
films. Certainly, that hold true for this re-
viewer. | hate those little teddy bears!)

Nevertheless, Return of the Jedi is
certainly a must-see film, rating a 10 quite
easily.

GUFFMAN
Continued from Page 21

admits he sometimes has difficuity in rec-
ognizing genius) as is Libby Mae Brown, a
DQ waitress who wows Corky with a
thrillingly original rendition of "Teacher's
Pet".

The characters of Blaine prove to be,
well, characters, caricatures rather than

three-dimensional human beings. Still,
Guest's affection for these simple, good-
hearted if sadly talentless souls is both
obvious and infectious.

As the oh-so very theatrical Corky,
Christopher Guest walks an oh-so fine
line, broad swatches of Gay stereotypes
tempered by energetically original, decid-
edly quirky touches. He's definitely nuts
and he's definitely Gay, even if the town of
Blaine believes his story about his absent
wife.

Much of the film is given to the perform-
ance of Red, White and Blaine and the
real surprise is how entertaining it is, es-
pecially having seen just how much talent

was available. This is especially surprising
in comparison to Woody Allen’s Everyone
Says | Love You.

If perhaps lacking the comic genius that
made This is Spinal Tap a cult classic,
Guest, McKean & Co. have produced an
endearing and entertaining little film filled
with delightful moments.

And what about the Guffman of the title?
Glenn'll never tell!

Rating $$$$$ (scale $ to $$$$$%)

DEVIL’S OWN
Continued from Page 20

Devil's Own, despite a spectacularly
violent opening is likely to disappoint
those looking for a thrill-a-minute action
pic. Others are sure to fine Devil's Own
an intelligent, gritty and engrossing film.

Rating $$$$ (scale $ to $5$$%9%)

Buy Your Next Vehicle from
Us & We Will Donate $250 to

the Milwaukee AIDS Project

¢ Rent-to-Purchase Program

¢ Trade-ins Welcome

* Financing Welcome

* Service Warranties Available

U- S AVE (414) 282-9223|

4739 8. 27th St.
AUTO RENTAL® Greenfield, WI 53221

Saturday
3:00 pm

THEATRE

2090 Atwood

(608) 241-8633.

Comedy Comes Out of the Closet!

ALL NEW SHOW!

Disarmingly Funny!

April 18", 1997

Madison, Wisconsin

Ave.

Tickets available at: Barrymore Box Office, Green Earth, Star Liquor,
Exclusive Company (State St. and High Point Center), Magic Mill
(University Ave. and East Town), Room of One’s Own.

Charge tickets by phone by calling the Barrymore Box Office




By Dusty Sass
Recaps

So did you have a good St Patrick's
Day? | know | did, but | ran myself ragged
all in the interest of keeping you, my dear
readers, informed.

The SpotlLight Party at Just Us was
wonderful. The B-Day show honoring
Mona and Sandy Beach was a real hoot.
Mona, Beach and Shana were especially
good.

All the performers were great. The “girls”
wore the most glamorous gowns. Their
acts were flawless. But there was one per-
son | noticed especially.

This was Marlene. She told me that she
loves to sing—and it shows. Her voice is
superb, her face is wonderfully mobile,
able to convey to her audience the emo-
tion and wonder of her songs. This is the
first time that I've heard her sing. | sin-
cerely hope that it will not be the Jast.

Then there was a fantastic 24" Anniver-
sary celebration at The Ball Game on
Sunday March 16. There was plenty of
food, drinks and good company as Rick
and his staff celebrated nearly a quarter of
a century of service to the community.

Manager Danny walked around pouring
free shots, owner Rick and his mother just
beamed as dozens and dozens and doz-
ens of well wishers stopped in to say
thanks. The live band, Stardust was very
good. Congrats to all of the Ball Game's
staff and pat{,?ns

On the 17", there were way too many
places for me to be at once, but | made
them all.

The Ball Game's St. Pat's day party was
a real blast. It's Gay Milwaukee's longest
running St. Paddy's day affair. The food—
as always—was great. Dave Wiggens was
at the piano playing all the old time songs.
A crowd gathered round, joining in a song-
fest, and the flowing bowl overflowed.

At the Boot Camp things were going
strong. The same was true of the 1100
Club. | couldn't stay as long as | wanted to
at either place. There were just too many
places to drop into that night.

Then it was off to South Water Street
Docks for its party. A good buffet and
plenty of friendly folks made for an enjoy-
able event.

With the help of a few leprechauns |

made it up to Mad Town for the parties at [~

The Shamrock and Manoceuvres. JJ and
his staff really outdid themselves at the

Shamrock. The green welcome mat was |

rolled out for everyone whether they were
Irish or not.

Of course Ed and his gang at Manoeu-
vres never miss a chance to throw a party,
and St. Pat's Day is no exception. They
offered some great food, decorations and
lots of fun.

Last but not least was the party at In Be-
tween. The popular night spot was filled
with revelers, some of whom won some
cool green cash, Curt had over $500 up
for grabs in his Monday Night Balloon
toss.

While | was at In Between, a represen-
tative from Miller Brands was there. Eve-
ryone got a free drink, thanks to Miller
Brands.

It was St. Paddy's day, after all. So, it
stood to reason that a patron would ask
Curt if the bar was serving green beer.

Without missing a beat, in that dead pan |

way of his, Curt replied, “It can be.”

Joe's party at This Is It was its usual rol-
licking affair. Joe, mein host, went from
person to person putting a green sticker
on their lapel. That proved, he said, they
were Irish and got a free drink.

Gus, one of the bartenders, looked great
in a kilt of Royal Stewart plaid.

Coming Up

It never fails as the weather starts to get
wamming, things also start heating up at
the bars.

Wednesday March 26 you can find me
at La Cage for their new Wednesday
night two for one special on rail drinks and
beer. Call drinks are served at rail prices.

Friday March 28 I'll be at Za's to see
their Tum About Night. That's when the
the staff dresses in drag and the imper-
sonators tend bar. Can't wait to see what
Mark Za looks like in drag. It's a benefit
for ROW.

Saturday March 29 you can find me at
Eau Claire's Trading Company for the big
Rav a Rav party. | am not quite sure what
a Rav a Rav is, but it's a benefit for
NOWAP and they have a hot DJ from Chi-
cago coming in for the occasion.

Sunday March 30 is Easter Sunday,
and of course the creative minds in some
establishments have come up with some
great ideas for a party.

First | will go to Mama Roux for the big

"Easter Bonnet Contest." | don't own an
Easter Bonnet of my own, but that's no
problem. The bar will have plenty of mate-
rials on hand so | can make my own. The
contest is at 4:00.

Then it will be off to Scandals in Madi-
son where they are having an Easter Egg
hunt. Mike, Nancy and Michelle will be
scattering eggs throughout the bar. Each
egg has a prize inside.

After the Scandals party | will have to
stop at Ray's café for some great late
night dining. Ray's is located inside of
Geraldines.

If | was in Green Bay | would certainly
want to go to Sass for its Easter Party and
egg hunt.

Friday April 4 I'll stop in at M & M's for
a great fish fry. Then it will be off to The
Ball Game for some good conversation
and a few well made libations sold at rea-
sonable prices.

Then on Saturday April 5 | will take in
The Cream City Chorus Spring Concert
at Cross Lutheran church. The concert
begins at 8:00. After the music dies down,
it's off to Mama Roux to party with the rest
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of East Side and then over to This Is It for
some more drinks and some dancing to
the great tunes on the juke.

Monday April 7 you could find me at In
Between for its dart toss. The bar gives
away hundreds of dollars each and every
Monday night.

Friday April 10 | will start with a fabu-
lous Just Us Fish Fry. Then | am geing to
attend the "Gay Cuba" showing at UWM's
Bolton Hall, (Room 150). This film offers a

glimpse at Gay life in Cuba.

Saturday April 11 | will be in Madison
for An Evening With Friends a Benefit
for The United at the Olbrich Botanical
Gardens. After the party I'll head over to
Manoeuvres to say hi to all my friends
there especially Ed and his manager
Charlie.

Well that wraps it up. Hope to see you
out and about soon. Meanwhile play safe
and be proud.

/tm
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A Distelfink on Pennsylvania Dutch Barns
Wishes Love and Luck

HAPPY SPRING!
From Joe, June and Staff

418 E. Wells Street—(414) 278-9192

FRIDAYS

Open Nightly at 8pm

DJ & DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK
801 - 807 South 2nd Street

 WEDNESDAYS —

THURSDAYS —

SATURDAYS

DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S GAY
ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX!

4 Different Piaces to Party, Dance or Relax
7 Bars

2 Dance Floors
Video - Food

4 Sound Systems
Games - Dancing

“Spring ‘97

“Staying Alive” with the 70’s

70’s Disco + 70’s Drink Prices « 8pm - DJ

“Shake-A-Drink”

HAPPY HOUR -

PRIZE NIGHT!

All Nite Long!

¥

Drawings every half hour = 8 winners

nightly « Win up to $50! - Grand Prize
drawing - every 90 days - All weekly

winners eligible for Grand Prize
Drawing. * First Grand Prize: A trip for 2

to Las Vegas!

Begins Tuesday - April 1 - No Fooling!

“2 FOR 1” Nite!

Rail Drinks and Tap Beer, 2-for-1

- All

Call Drinks, Rail Price * All Nite Long!
Cardholders $1 Cover = Non
Cardholders $2 Cover

Our Famous “Super Bust”
Cardholders Nite!

No Cover for Cardholders - Beginning
March 28th, we will again be issuing
LaCage Cards. Pictures will be taken
on Friday Nites from 10-11:30pm only *
There are 200 cards available at

$5/each.

“Where Milwaukee Partys”

Watch as the intensity level on our
dance floor continues to rise!

- Milwaukee - 383-8330
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Wisconsin Cream City Chorus presents

To every W&

S€ASOI1...

Saturday, April 5, 1997
8:00 p.m.

Bl Cross Lutheran Church, 1821 N. 16th St, Milwaukee ‘

(between Lisbon/Walnut/Pleasant and Fond du Lac Avenue, 3 blocks west of I-145)
Songs of determination, inspiration and remembrance, featuring
Fauré’s Requiem...a prelude to the 10th Anniversary celebration

..\ Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at the door
T and are available at AfterWords Bookstore,
BESTD Clinic and Mama Roux

16z

"“AD GRACIOUSLY DONATED BY NI GRAPY

Milwaukee’s ULTIMATE

121 West Main Place » Madison, Wl 53703
(608) 251-1030

cancla[s

YOUR SPECIAL PLACE - 7-Days a Week

Mon-Sat, 5-7pm, 2-for-1 Happy Hour
Nightly Specials 8pm-Close

ENJOY EASTER

WITH US

Easter Egg Hunt

Every Egg Has a Prize Inside
7pm

PLUS our
Sunday
Beer Bash,
4 to 8pm

Social Gathering Place!

There Is
Stgp et . ‘ . Always
"Retf:”‘;_lgok' B E T w E E N SoImeing
Men’s Shoes — Different at
Lower Level)

5. TOMMY ISN'T KIDDING ABOUT HIS =

2: “20TH" BIRTHDAY PARTY °S

THUR, APRIL 17 - 10pm

IN BETWEEN - 625 South 2nd Street — Milwaukee - 273-2693




These dashing young men were found wearing the green on St. Patrick’s Day in the Boot Camp
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FRIDAY MARCH 28

TURN ABOUT NIGHT AT ZA'S

Za's is up to more of the bar's zany
tricks. This time it's Tumabout '97. Tum-
about '97 will be a benefit for ROW, Rain-
bow Over Wisconsin.

In Tumabout, the bartenders do drag
and the impersonators bartend. It's all
great fun and it will be a Za's 2206 Main
Street, Green Bay.

NINE INCH MALES AT THE
TRADING COMPANY

Those hunks of masculinity, The Nine
Inch Males are back at it again. The
troupe will be peforming at Eau Claire's
Trading Company on Friday March 28.
The Trading Company is located at 304
Eau Claire Street.

The males will be at Za's on Saturday
March 29. Za's is located at 1106 Main
Street, Green Bay.

SATURDAY MARCH 29

RAV a RAV BENEFITS NWAP

Rav a Rav a special party to benefit the
Northwest Wisconsin AIDS Project.

There will be a $5.00 cover at the door
to hear special Guest DJ, Sherry, (live in
person and direct from Chicago) spin all of
your favorites.

The Trading Company is located at 304
Eau Claire Street, Eau Claire.

SUNDAY MARCH 30

EASTER EGG HUNT AT

SCANDALS IN MADISON

Scandals celebrates its first Easter with
a gala Easter Egg hunt. Prizes will be
hidden inside of eggs hidden throughout
the bar.

And don't forget the Scandals beer bust
4 to 8PM Easter Sunday and every Sun-
day. Scandals is located at 121 W. Main
Street.

MAMA ROUX HAS EASTER
BONNET CONTEST, EGG
RAFFLE AND MORE

Your Mama is calling and she wants you
to spend Easter with her. The popular
East Side hotspot is holding its Second
annual Easter Bonnet Contest. Bring your
own or make one of materials they will
have at the bar.

Contest time is 4:00. The celebration in-
cludes an Easter Egg raffle. Buy an egg
for $2.00 and win a prize. All proceeds go
to the Possum Queen Contest.

Mama Roux is located at 1875 N. Hum-
boldt, Milwaukee.

KAROKE NIGHT AT M & M'S

Corliss and Terri of Singsational fame
will be on hand at M & M's to help you
enjoy your Easter Holiday.

Their special Karoke show will include all
your favorites plus a chance for you to

| Oowre Invited_§

perform too.
M & M is located at 124 N. Water Strest.

SASS EASTER EGG HUNT

Life in the Sass Lane on Easter Sunday

will include a special Easter Egg Hunt.

You could win a 1/4 Barrel Party, drinks

bar tabs, bar paraphernalia and more.
There will over 100 prizes in all.

The hunt begins at 4:00. Sass is located
at 840 S. Broadway, Green Bay.

CREAM CITY CHORUS SPRING

CONCERT "To Every Season”

The Cream City Chorus will present rls
Spring Concert, "To Every Seaso J.‘
Cross Lutheran Church, 1821 N. 16

The concert will feature Faure's Req~
uiem and other works.

Tickets are $8.00 in advance and $10.00
at the door. Advance tickets can be pur-
chased at Afterwords Books, The BESTD
Clinic and Mama Roux.

APPLE ISLAND PRESENTS
KAREN WILLIAMS

Karen Williams will bring her show "Les-
bonics the language of Lesbian love to the
James Reeb Unitarian Center at 2146 E.
Johnson Street.

Tickets available at Room of One's Own
and Green Earth are $8.00 each. The
show begins at 8 PM.

Ms Williams will also present "HAHA-
HAHAHA: Humor and Healing, an interac-
tive workship for people with heaith con-
cerns, diabilities, chronic iliness or terminal
iliness.

The workshop is not medically based. |t
will be held from 1 to 3 at James Reeb.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 26
SATURDAY APRIL 5 The Argonauts of Wisconsin and Casta-

m., \
MILWAUKEE’S
LEATHER/LEVI BAR

209 East National Avenue » Milwaukee
414/643-6900
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Healing and Humor is $15.00 or both

events are just $20.00,
For more information call Apple Island at

FIREBIRDS CLUB

The Firebirds of Milwaukee Levi/Leather
Club will hold their April Club Nite at the
Boot Camp Saloon, their homne bar, 209 E.
National Avenue in Milwaukee. The event
will start at 10:30 p.m. with give aways,
drink specials and more. There will be
door prizes. Tickets are $1 each or six for
$5.edAppropriats leather attire is encour-
aged.

FRIDAY APRIL 10

Gay Cuba Screening at UWM

The critically acclaimed film 'Gay Cuba”
will have a special scresning in Bolton Hall
160 at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Cuba's treatment of its Gays and Les-
bian has been highly controversial. "Gay
Cuba" looks at three decades of Gay life in
the island nation.

Film maker, producer, director, Sonja De
Vries will be on hand after the screening to
answer questions about her film and her
ecent trip to Cuba.

SATURDAY APRIL 11

AN EVENING WITH FRIENDS
BENEFITS THE UNITED

An evening to remember is on tap for
mose attending "An Evening With Friends"
The United's annual benefit.

The event features wine, a cash bar, hor
1'ouvres and live jazz, all in the wonderful
atmosphere of Olbrich Botanical Gardens,
3330 Atwood Ave, Madison, WI.

Tickets are available at Borders Book
Store, Collen One, Community Phar-
mancy, Green Bush Bar, Orange Tree Im-
ports, A Room of One's Own, and The
United.

Tickets are $25.00 each and well worth
the cost.

Where MEN are not HARD
to FIND!

SUNDAY'S

PITCHER + PIZZA = §7

TUESDAYS

ways MC of Milwaukee will be sponsoring
the 1997/98 Mr. Wisconsin Daddy/Boy
Contest. The Boy contest will be held on
Friday, April 25 and the Daddy contest on
April 26. Both contests will be held at the
1100 Club, 1100 S. 1* Street in Milwau-
kee,

Friday evening there will be a kick off
cocktail party at the South Water Street
Docks from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more
information write: Northwoods Produc-
tions, Inc., P.O. Box 1104, Milwaukee, WI
53201.

PITCHER NITE = §4

THURSDAYS

COCKTAIL
HOUR ALL
DAY & NITE!

@ Customer
Apprecnatlon

$ Day!

| 4

FRIDAYS

BUFFET
DOOR PRIZES

1506 North 3rd Street * Superior, Wi
REAL A,

(715) 394-2580

_Thursday * Karaoke - 8"
Friday & Saturday « DJ - 9:30™
* NIGHTLY SPECIALS *

FIREBIRDS
CLUB NIGHT
& PARTY
at the
BOOT CAMP
SALOON
Saturday,
April 5
10pm to
Close

i B

COCKTAIL HOUR:
Opening till 8pm
2-FOR-1 Drinks (except bottle beer)

OPEN Daily 3~ Sat & Sun 27"
Pool - Darts - CD Juke Box
Pizza & Sandwiches
819 S. 2nd - Milwaukee

645-8330

- J
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Dear Ruthie

Well folks, I've had just such a wonder-
ful time here in Milwaukee. Everything
has been fabulous. |d like to thank Eddie
and Lou for helping move into my ftrailer
and for setting up the waterbed. Every-
body at the Rusty Nail Trailer Park has
been a doll.

I'd also like to thank everyone for all of
the letters I've been getting. If | haven t
answered yours in this issue--please keep
reading. 1'll get to it eventually.

An extra special thanks to Lady Man-
hattan Brandy for the lovely photo and in-
vite. Have a helluva week boys and girls!

Dear Ruthie,

Please help me! | keep attracting these
men who lie, cheat, rob, assault, stalk
me, etc., etc.; all manners of craziness.
Do | have sucker written across my
forehead? Why can t | find someone
nice and normal for a change?

signed)

ewildered on Broadway (a.k.a.
Mauled in Milwaukee)

Dear Bewildered,

Hey - the night man is out there for you!!!
Possibly two or three!!! The first thing you
need to do is cancel your membership to
the prison penpal program. Take it from
me - once those men get out, they re
jumpier than long-tail cats in a room full of
rocking chairs. If your first date includes
an orange jump suit, a plexi-glass window,
and a full-body cavity search, he s not the

Ruthie
guy for you.

No matter how many cigarettes you
sneak in for them, the minute they re set
free they re off with your convertible, your
bean-bag chairs, your best pair of nylons,
and your husband. God - | miss those
nylons!

Stay clear of Waupan and its crazy, al-
though often appealing and wildly sexy,
inmates. Find yourself a nice man. A
man without a criminal record. A man

= Rascals Bar & Grill
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, Wi 54291
954-9262

Door COUNTY

Chanticleer Guest
House

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay, WI
54734

7460334

Eau CLAIRE

The Trading Co.
304 Eau Claire St
Eau, Claire Wi
838-9404

The Wolfs's Den
302 E Madison
EauClaire, W| 54703
8329237

GREEN Bay

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, WI 54301
437-3917

Club Cheeks

232 §. Broadway
Green Bay, WI| 54303
430-0854

Napalese Lounge
515 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
432-9646

Sass

840 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54304
437-7277

» Za'slJava's

1106 Main St.
Green Bay, WI 54301
435-5476

KENOSHA

Club 94
9001 120th Ave

- Kenosha, WI 53140

857-8958

LA CROSSE

Cavaller Lounge
114 N 5th St

_ LaCrosse, W| 54601
782-9061

Cross Roads Bar
W6642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, W1 53551
648-8457

A Room of One's
Own Book store
317 W. Johnson
Madison, Wi 53703
257-7888

Geraldine's

3052 E. Washington
Madison, WI 53704
241-9335

Manoeuvres

150 S. Blair
Madison, W| 54703
258-9918

Mary's

2526 E. Washington
Madison, WI 53704
244-2939

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

Scandals

121 W. Main St
Madison, Wi 53703
251-1030

The Shamrock
117 W Main St
Madison, WI 53703
255-5029

Sunprint Cafe

638 State Street
Madison, WI 53703
255-1555

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milwaukee, WI 53211
963-9089

B's

1579 S 2nd St

Milwaukee, WI 53204
B672-5580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milwaukee, WI 53204
2737474

Boot Camp Saloon
209 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
643-6900

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milwaukee, Wi 53203
291-9889

C'est La Vie

231 S. Second St,
Milwaukee, WI 53204
2768890

APPLETON MILWAUKEE

Continued

Club 219

219 S. 2nd St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
271-3732

Designing Men
120'S. First
Milwaukee, WI 53204
389-1200

1100 Club

1100 S. 1st St,
Milwaukee, WI 53204
B847-9950

Fannies

200 E. Washington
Milwaukee, WI 53204
6439633

In Between

625 S. 2nd St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
273-2683

Just Us

807 S. 5th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
3832233

La Cage

801 S 2nd St
Milwaukee, WI 52304
383-8300

La Perla Restaurant
734 S. Fifth St
Milwaukee, WI 53204
645-0888

Mama Roux Bar &
Americain Grill
1875 N. Humboldt
Milwaukee, WI 53212
3470344

M & M Club

124 N. Water
Milwaukee, Wi 53202
347-1962

Rene's Cozy Corner
3500 W Park Hill
Milwaukee, Wi 53208
S33-RENE

S. Water St. Docks
354 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204
2259676

Station 2

1534 W. Grant
Milwaukee, W1 53204
3835755

10% Club

4223 W, Fon Du Lac
Milwaukee, W1 53216
4470810

MILWAUKEE

Continued

Thislis it

418 E. Wells
Milwaukee, W1 53202
278-9192

Triangle

134 E. National
Milwaukee, W| 53204
3839412

Walkers Point Cafe
1106 S, First St.
Milwaukee, WI 53204
384-7999

Zippers

819 S 2nd St.
Miiwaukee, W1 53204
645-8330

RACINE

JoDees

2138 Racine St.
Racine, WI 53403
834-9804

What About Me?
600 6th St.
Racine, W| 53403
6320171

ROCKFORD

The Office

513 E. State St.
Rockford, IL, 61104
815-965-0344

SHEBOYGAN

Blue Lite

1029 N. 8th St.
Sheboygan, 53081
457-1636

STeEVENS POINT

The Platwood Club
701 Highway 10W
Stevens Point, 54481
341-8862

SUPERIOR

JT's Bar

1506 N 3rd St.
Superior, WI 54880
394-2580

Trio Club

820 Tower
Superior, W 54880
392-5373

Wausau

The Mad Hatter
320 Washington
Wausau, Wi 54401
8423225

whose picture isn't hanging in your local
post office.

While you re at it, stay away from postal
workers too. Get to know the guy before
anything more serious develops. Become
friends first.

I've said it before and I'll say it again -
think about doing some volunteer work.
This way you can meet different people
without the immediate pressure of having
to get o know them on a more personal,
intimate, level. Think intimate - not inmate.
Dear Ruthie,

| am distraught and perplexed!! My
lover Cliff and | have just celebrated
our 6 month anniversary and, honey,
what a relationship ours is - MAMA! He
is very attractive, warm, caring, gener-
ous, and extremely passionate. Every-

thing | have ever loocked for, | have
found in Cliff.” He also has a dream of
moving back to Florida. He previously
lived there, and moved back to Wis-
consin due to intense pressure and the
scrutiny of family and friends.

Cliff has asked me to move back to
Florida with him and with absolutely no
hesitation | said, Yes.” However, our
families and his friends are acting
downright nasty about this whole mat-
ter. They are rude, selfish, and trying
to manipulate him and dissuade us
from going! You wouldn t believe some
of the things they say! | think they are
all in denial - what do you think?
Please Help,

West Palm Wannabe
Dear West Palmer,

Let me start by saying that you will ab-
solutely love beautiful, sunny, Florida. My
ex-husband Chester and | were so happy
there. That is, until one day when an evil,
little neighbor child was playing with a
magnifying glass. Chester was mowing
the lawn, and the little bastard bumt a
hole in Chester s back the size of a cue-

" ball.

Things werent the same after that.
Whenever Chester and | would go to the
beach, he'd lie on his stomach and I'd use
the hole in his back as a cup holder.
Sometimes | d put jelly beans in there,
sometimes a lovely vegetable dip. He
was great to travel with - | never needed
to carry a purse. Who needs a fanny-
pack, when your husband s got a holey-
back? | ask you - was there a reason for
this divorce? | was just making the best
out of a bad situation. And that s exactly

1 what you need to do!

Listen honey, you've got a great man
you truly love and who loves you. If you're
willing to move for this man, a few nega-

tive comments can t be that bad! You
never mentioned exactly what Cliff's
friends are saying that is so rude,” how-
ever, | m guessing they just don't want
their two friends to move so far away.
Their comments are most likely their way
of asking you to stay.

If you re truly Florida bound, I'll bet your
friends (these people sound like your
friends too) will wind up supporting you
both. Hey - why not take them along! |
think you'll need a red-headed mediator,
though - | know just the gal!

Dear Ruthie,

The reason | felt impelled to seek
your advice is because of the animal-
like behavior I've seen in our local bars
and pubs, from our Gay men and our
Lesbian sisters. While being fitted for
my wedding gown, (picture included),
the sales person agreed that many of
the fold have been suffering from dip-
somania.” [DIPSOMANIA: An abnor-
mal and insatiable desire for alcoholic
beverages].

Ruthie, your job, should you accept,
is to establish social guidelines of be-
havior in public places. You being the
pillar of social grace in our community,
must set the course to avoid a race of
dipsomaniacs. Lets have fun when we
are out, but be aware of social guide-
lines.

Ruthie | am counting on you and look
forward to your response. Keep up the
good work. Enclosed is a picture of
the gown | ve chosen and of course,
:_arllng, you will be invited to the wed-

ing.

Lady Marva Brandy Manhattan of
Mc;ckingbifd Heights, East Peoria, llli-
nois

Dear Lady Manhattan,

Thank you for the lovely picture, ana
you can count on me to be at that wed-
ding. | m not one to refuse a wedding in-
vitation, or proposal for that matter.

So, you want this old lady to set social
guidelines, huh? | m afraid you're barking
up the wrong bloomers. | say, go out and
have yourself a ball. As long as you re
within the limits of the law, and not hurting
anyone (including yourself), live it up!

Sorry Lady Manhattan, but | believe life
is too short to worry about what other
people think. | hate to disappoint you, but
| think that a grand lady such as yourself

could set these guidelines much more ef-
fectively. Am | still invited to the wedding?
| love doing that Maccarana thing the kids
are so wild about!

Editor's Note: Ruthie has graciously
(as is her charming way), consented to
answer any and all questions from you,
our readers. Anonymity is guaranteed.
Send questions to Ruthie, c/o Wiscon-
sin Light, 1843 N. Palmer, Milwaukee,
Wi 53212. They will be forwarded to her
unopened. Only her beautiful eyes will
see them.

MADHATTER
Continued from Page 15

Vicki: No. We have customers who help
us out when we are gone. The fairs are
our only vacation.

DS: Do you consider yourselves to be
lucky?

Vicki: Yes, we both have stake in the bar
so we have someone to handle things
while the other one is gone. Plus we are
lucky to have the support of the commu-
nity. Now we want fo win the lottery.
(laughs)

Anne: Right. We're lucky enough that our
community supports this bar so we can be
here, and not have to work another job.
We're very lucky.

DS: On a political note. Do you feel
honored that the Assembly is holding
the Anti-Gay Marriage hearing up here?
Anne: No | am very angry. They did this
specifically so there would be a low atten-
dance from our community. They knew
they could get away with it. |f they had
done this in Madison, or Milwaukee or
even the Fox Valley, there would be
stronger support from the Gay community.
They knew there would be low attendance
from the Gay culture. They are obviously
afraid of us.

Vicki: | am going to be there to listen. I've
been trying to get some of our customers
to go. | am going to stand up for my
rights. | 've been hearing for years from
people that we should have the right to
married, but those same people can't or
won't go. | am glad that | am going fo be
able to be part of that to stand up for my
community.

DS: What makes you proudest of the
Madhattter?

Anne: The support of the community. |
am very proud of my customers. We
really are family. | am proud of the repu-
tation that we've built. Like our entertain-
ers, they don't get paid they do it help us.
People who come here know they are go-
ing to have a good time.

Vicki: When | first ran for Ms. Gay Wis-
consin, a lot of people didn't even know
there is a bar in Wausau. They find it hard
to believe that Wausau'’s had a Gay bar for
the last 20 years. Twenty years ago, Wau-
sau had the only bar up North. Plus | am
proud of the people who have come in
here.

DS: Are you also proud of the fact that
so many people who live in these small

towns come in here? It takes some
guts to stop in doesn't it?

Anne: Yeah I've had a lot of boys who will
sit in the parking lot for a year, a year and
half and watch traffic, see who is coming
in and out.

Finally though they come in and the sur-
prised look on their faces is worth a million
dollars. They realize that it's just like any
other bar. They find out that they are just
as nomal as anyone else.

DS: What would you like to say that |
haven't asked you about?

Anne: We're small, we're hometown, the
people are very good and friendly. Just.
stop in and say hi and you've walked right
into a conversation.

Vicki: | wish we could reach more people
from like the Milwaukee area. | know it's a
smaller bar, but we are just frying to keep
our head above water, We love our Mil-
waukee friends who stop in because they
have cottages up North. We'd like to see
more of them.

| travel a lot and sometimes | hear peo-
ple talking, people who don't know | have
anything to with the bar. You know like
"We're going to go see the hicks up in
Northern Wisconsin."

| think that just because we are small

and don't have as many people as you do,
that's an advantage. We get more one on
one contact with all our customers. Than
some of the bigger places. That doesn't
mean we are better, they're just smarter
than we are because they have more peo-
ple.
DS: That may or may not be true but
you two are pretty smart yourselves
running a great place to come and
party. It's a small town bar with a great
big welcome mat.
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1875 North Humboldt » Milwaukee
3470344

Grill Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 4-10 pm
Friday and Saturday: 4—11 pm
Friday Fish Fry — Cod or Catfish
Sunday Brunch from 11am-3pm
plus full menu with
grill open to B8 pm

et .E__ P

Carry-out Orders Avallable
| MasterCard/Visa A
BAD YOUI’ Ea@t@fdg Pem:?-; Checks?:;o:cf;:f:val
Al . Aftgrnatjve e Tt = e e
AMERICAIN... Serving
. Cajun, American &
GRILL J

‘_&' Mediterranean Cuisine
Celebrate Easter

with your Mama
EASTER BONNET CONTEST

4pm

(Bring your own, or make one at the Bar)

EASTER EGG

CONTEST

Buy an Easter Egg,
win a prize and
support Jasmine in
the Possum Queen
Contest

SPRING IS HERE AT vJUST US v

Fabulous Beer Batter Friday Fish Fry & Full Menu
In-House Dart League (2 Machines in Main Bar)
Golf Outings V Tombstone Pizza
Nightly Drink Specials 'V Pool Table
Country Dance, 7-11pm, Saturdays

Dance to the Hot Hits Fridays & Saturdays

Safe & Friendly Atmosphere

807 5. 5th Street « Milwaukee » 383-2233

Friday Fish Thursdays &
Saturdays

5-10pm 6-8pm
Also serving Sanawiches &
sanawiches, Appetizers
Weekly ‘.9‘0 ecials, We Do Parties &
Baked‘ Fish, Banquels
Appetizers,
Soups, el.

d4 444

Photos by Bill Meunier

Always More to Choose
at v JUST USV

MAY 2-4, 1997

FRIDAY - Fish Fry & Country Dance at
JUST US.

SATURDAY - 2-Step/Line Dance Workshops
at JUST US, 1-4pm. Country Gala at War
Memorial - 7pm-12:30am. Country Dancing
at JUST US 12:30-2am

. SUNDAY - Brunch at JUST US, 11am-2pm
. Annual SP nng Line Dance Swap after Brunch

Putting on the SpotlLight Scores of people turned out for our SpotlLight Party at Just Us on
Saturday March 15. A great show celebrating Sandy Beach's and Mona's Birthdays helped get the Round- (JP 'mnmat;:;:n}l:k:::"::::'::g ;ﬁ.?ﬂ:ﬁm

St. Patrick's Day weekend off to a great start.




MADISON

WRESTLING CLUB
On Sunday, April 13 and April 27, the
Madison Wrestling Club will meet for prac-
tice and instruction at 1:00 p.m. Beginners
are welcome. Call (608) 244-8675 (eve-
nings) for more information.

OCLUB
The Madison Gay Video Club will meet
on Saturday, Aprii 12 to view

Maybe...Maybe Not (Gemman w/subtitles)
and Hot Firemen (dir. Chip Daniels), at
8:00 p.m. Call (608) 244-8675 (evenings).

On Saturday, April 26, the Gay Video
Club will meet at 8:00 p.m. to view I'll
Love You Forever...Tonight and Idol In
The Sky. Call (608) 244-8675 (evenings).

MEL WHITE TO SPEAK

Speaking the Truth with Love is the
theme of a presentation that will be given
by the Rev. Dr. Mel White at the First
Congregational United Church of Christ in
Madison. The evening program is spon-
sored by Coming Out, Coming Together,
an interfaith group and PFLAG, and will be
held at 7:00 p.m. at 1609 University Ave-
nue.

White is the author of Stranger at the
Gate which chronicles his 30 years as
filmmaker and ghost writer for Pat Robert-
son, Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell and Ollie

North.
TEACHERS EVENT
On Saturday, April 19, from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m., at the First Unitarian Society
(Lower Meeting House), 900 University
Bay Drive, Interweave and the Gay, Les-
bian, and Straight Teachers Network will
co-sponsor a conference entitled *Teach-
ing Respect for All—Talking About Gay Is-
sues with Children.”
For more information, call Martha Popp
at (608) 238-8662.
PERFECT HARMONY- ALL MALE
CHORUS REHEARSES SUNDAYS
Perfect Harmony an all male group will
meet and sing at St. Dunstan's Episcopal
Church on Univeristy Ave., Middleton.
The group gets togsther on Sundays at
7:30,
MAGIC PICNIC MEETING APRIL 2
The first meeting of the MAGIC picnic
planning committee will take place on
Wednesday April 2 at the United. For ad-
ditional info call The United, 255-8582.
COUNTRY DYKES MEET APRIL 12
FOR POND CONSTRUCTION
If you are a Country Dyke, or if you want
to be one, then join the RDA, Rural Dyke
Association and help put in decorative
pond. Dig a litle dirt, stack, stack some
rocks or stand around and help supervise.
Call (608)838-3094 for directions and
location information.

MILWAUKEE

DIVERSITY/YOUTH COMMITTEE

The Diversity/Youth Committee of the
LGBT Community Center Project will holna
its Kickoff Youth Night at B's, 1579 S. 2

Street, Milwaukee, on Thursday, April 3,
from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m.

There will be dancing and entertainment
starring Joey Black, Tammy Fay, and
Lana St. James. A portion of the $6 cover
charge (which includes two free sodas),
will benefit Milwaukee's first Gay Prom to
be held on April 19" at the Park East Ho-

tel.
VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE

The Village Plaxlhouse of Wauwatosa
will present its 12" Annual Original One
Act Play Festival on April 3, 4, 5, 11 and
12 at 8:00 p.m. and April 13 at 2:30 p.m. at
the Plank Road Auditorium (9508 W. Wa-
tertown Plank Rd.)

The one acts that will be performed are
original plays written by Wisconsin play-
wrights. Tickets are $6 in advance, $7 at
the door. For more information, call (414)
297-9193.

Bl DEFINITION SOCIAL

Bi Definition, Milwaukee's Bisexual
community organization, will hold i{s next
social/discussion on Saturday, April 5", at
7:00 p.m. at the BestD Clinic, 1240 E.
Brady Street in Milwaukee's East Side.

A one-year membership and newsletter
subscription is just $10. Otherwise, a $3
donation covers the cost of the individual
event.

Bi Definition strives fo have as diverse a
membership as possible, so a special in-
vitation goes out to all.

For further information, cantact either
Steve Butler at (414) 483-5046 or Carol
Ringo at (414) 562-4058.

ANNOUNCEMENTS .

CHORAL PORTRAITS

“Choral Portraits,” a spring concert by
the Wisconsin Ameritech Chorus, will be
presented on Saturday, May 17 at 8:00
p.m. at First Lutheran Church, 7400 W.
Lapham Street. Admission is $3. For more
information, call Lynn at (414) 521-0583.
Tickets will be available at the door.

DADDY/BOY LEATHER CONTEST

The Argonauts of Wisconsin and
Castaways MC of Milwaukee will be spon-
soring the 1997/98 Mr. Wisconsin
Daddy/Boy Contest. The Boy contest will
be held on Friday, April 25 and the Daddy
contest will be on Saturday, April 26. Both
contests will be held at the 1100 Club,
1100 S. 1¥ Street in Milwaukee.

For more information or applications,
write to: Northwoods Productions, Inc.,
P.O. Box 1104, Milwaukee, W| 53201.

BLACK SHAMROCK

The Black Shamrock presents an O
Tempora! O Mores! Production, Group
Theory, a play for one actor, written and
performed by Dave O'Meara. The play will

‘be performed at the Black Shamrock,

2311 N. Murray Avenue, on April 6, 7, 13
and 14, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel has
called this play “engrossing.” Be sure to
see it.

OSHKOSH

OSHKOSH PLAYERS
The Oshkosh Community Players will
present Quilt, A Musical Celebration, on
May 16 and 17 at 8:00 p.m. and May 18 at

2:00 p.m. at the Grand Opera House in
Oshkosh. This is a musical about loving,
loss, hope and coping with it all in the lat-
ter 20" century. It is a musical that cele-
brates diversity. Tickets are available
through Ticketmaster, (414) 424-2350.

HERSCH
Continued from Page 14

improvisation and a unique vision to
unearth a totfally original, poetic jazz
sound.

On the "Rodgers & Hammerstein,"
Hersch interprets 12 of the famed
songwriting team's classics and makes
them very much his own, with a jazzy
twist. From shows such as "Oklahoma,”
"South Pacific," "The King & I" and
"Cinderella," Hersch brings the American
song back to life.

"Passion Flower," which was released
earlier last year, is one of Hersch's most
powerful and passionate releases to date
and one of the most satisfying jazz
releases of 1996. On the sterling opus, the
versatile pianist interprets the work of
Strayhom--a  popular 1950's jazz
composer--with his impemeable tonal
palette of solo piano, frio and string
orchestra.

Strayhorn and Hersch have a lot in
common. Both are pianists. Both compose
and arrange their own music. And both
use strong classical influences in the
music they write and perform. Hersch,
himself, draws much of his lyrical
approach from Bach and Ravel. They both
happen to be Gay too.

"A lot of people think that | chose to
record the works of Billy Strayhomn
because he was Gay. But, | definitely did
not. | chose him because he was good,"
he says. "He's a composer that | thought |
could do something with on a personal
level. His music spoke to me in ways other
composer's never have."

Bom and raised in Cincinnati, Hersch
began fo get the music bug when he was
just a tot. Though his mom and dad were
not musical by trade, they always had
music playing throughout the house. "I'd
always improvise as a kid, but | didn't have
a clue was jazz was not until | got out of
high school," he recalls. "Then | started
going to jazz clubs and began to learn to
play through improvisation."

He graduated with honors from the New
England Conservatory. And in 1977, he
packed his bags and moved to the Big
Apple, where he has remained sver since.

Hersch became established pretty
quickly in New York, playing with such jazz
giants as Joe Henderson and Stan Getz.
He later collaborated with Janis Siegel of
The Manhattan Transfer and soprano
Dawn Upshaw. In 1985, he recorded his
first solo recording. Then, in 1993, he
earned his first solo Grammy nomination
for his "Dancing In The Dark" opus.

Last year, he earmed his second
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Grammy nomination

for "best jazz
instrumental performance” for "Fred
Hersch Plays Johnny Mandel." But,

whether by his own design or not, his most
notable work came in the form of the 1994
AIDS benefit album he produced.

Entitled, "Last Night When We Were
Young," the jazz ballad recording was
created as a fund raising effort for
Classical Action, Performing Arts Against
AIDS. It featured some of the today's top
jazz performers, including Gary Burton,
Toots Thielemans and Mark Murphy. The
album has so far raised more than
100,000. (Anyone interested in ordering a
copy can call 1-800-216-AIDS.)

"l figured | couldn't afford to write huge
checks,” he says, "but this was something

could do to make a difference.”
Promoting the release also gave him a
reason to talk about being HIV positive,
something he had not previously
discussed with the media. "l felt that | had
to be honest and tell people about my own
status and not hide behind any walls,"
says Hersch, who has been asymptomatic
for more than 10 years. "l didn't want to
feel like | was being hypocritical or
dishonest in any way. | figured that if | was
going fo talk, now was the time."

The revelation landed him on numerous
talk shows, on the pages of dozens of
magazines from the Advocate to
Newsweek and propelled him into the
national spotlight as the only jazz musician
openly living with HIV. "l was preity
shocked by media avalanche. For 22
years | lived openly about my sexuality.
But this was not about being Gay. It was
about having HIV. Most of the attention
was great. The only exception was that |
felt like people were looking at me with this
poster child mentality. They didn't want to
talk about my music, they wanted to talk
about my being HIV positive,” he says.

"Here | was promoting my music and
everyone was focusing on me as a person
with AIDS," he recalls. "l became a poster
boy for the jazz community. But it was a
risk | was prepared to take. Just like Bill T.
Jones is the poster boy for the dance
world, I'm this for my musical circle.
Occasionally it's exhausting. | only wish
that people would look beyond that now
and focus in on my music.”

Coming out hasnt hurt Hersch
professionally. Since then, he's playing
more gigs than ever before, landed a
major  record label deal with
Atlantic/Nonesuch Records and earned his

ot's

second Grammy nomination. Hersch
hopes people don't buy his music simply
because he's Gay.

He disagrees with the notion that
because an artist is Gay or Lesbian, the
Gay community should automatically
support that artist. Talent, he says, should
outweigh sexuality. "Being Gay is not
particularly interesting, really. | have a lot
of problems about so-called 'Gay music.” A
lot of it is just not that good," he says. "|
don't care who writes it, it should at least
be good."

"I don't think that just because someone
is an openly Gay artist, their music is
inherently worthy of support or extra
support, unless they happen to be a good
artist.”

As for other mainstream artists such as
himself coming out of the closet, Hersch
isn't overly optimistic either. He doesn't
believe the recent "coming out" by Melissa

There are a lot of artists who are
gay but are afraid to talk about it.
Instead, they become musically

constipated.

Etheridge and kd lang will start a trend.

"They're all girls, that's the thing. No
major male performer has come out of the
closet while they are hot,” he says. "There
are a lot of artists who are Gay but are
afraid to talk about it. Instead, they
become musically constipated. They worry
about what everyone will think about them.
As a result, they are not connecting with
the audience with who they are personally.
When you are an artist you have to take
risks and be prepared that not everyone
will embrace it.

In the meantime, the future continues to
look bright for Hersch. His next onesuch
set is due in the spring, and he also plans
to pursue projects of original music and
collaborative projects with other artists.

Along the way, Hersch hopes to maybe
even meet Mr. Right. "I'm single and not a
toad," he jokes. "l've had extended
boyfriends and lovers. But it's complicated
by the HIV thing. If you're with someone
who is HIV negative, they might have to go
through some unpleasant shit down the
road. And you have to be ulira, ultra
careful. If both are HIV positive, then you
run the risk that either of you could take a
tumn for the worse. Plus I'm 41. But I'm
always hopeful. It would be nice to meet
someone special, but only if it was right.”
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SMORGASBORD OF MEN This 36 year old,
wbmm &bulbmé'f lPSlbi mﬁ&uwnlur

are 3 ;
wellhurlg,bod)bu and construction workers ore
particulor furn ons. Le's just have fun with no strings
oftoched. (Chicogo) =11919

WHERE'S THE JOKER? Healhy Gay, Whie male,
34, 6k, 170lbs, is looking for o Gay, or Bi, While
rrdebe!wean?'lu‘d.'ilmﬂ 510 vd'munh
fantosies and role

What's long and thi m\dﬁlsmmﬂmmﬂf
can answer this riddla, Wonder to
my Batman. Come on Robin, Bulrnnn s you in the

batcove, (Gicero) 10435

SONSIN

1like fo do just about anything that anyone wanks fo do.
Lef's have o goed fime together. (Loke City) =29774

mnroumnrdﬁhnmu

Minnesola, whom mw:undhdmm
times, I'm o m%m@hf“

1750bs, wmﬁlmdhuw and Hazel eyes. | prefer guys

J

I'M RATED XXX I'm @ Bi guy ond I'm fesling very
kinky. Fm 59, 145lbs, and | wont fo get #o know you in

I'm info X-rated movies,
pr g g, ipd e s
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TALKING PEHSUI\IAI.S' HUNDREDS OF GUYS TO [:HIIIISE FHI]M' BAI.l I\IIIWI

1-900-370-1 626

Call The 900 number fo respond fo ads, browse unlisted ads, or refrieve messages. Only $1.99 per minute. 18+. Customer Service: 415-281-3183

- ANY TIME, mmrr:.::syhpbuwhwmw

SLIM AND MUSCULAR This slim, musculor, White
male with long hair and body art seeks o Block mole
no s:rm no holds barred, oction ond, possibly,

lﬁ: IM::? I'lin(;lirinqdoawelﬂmncﬂ 511,

(Pincen) #1022
real physicol

b tcomt e e o
14 I%E w:%m)::r;‘me lefsdoit

between 24 and 39. (Mankato) #8428 [Pﬂrmnl =101
SLOW AND STEADY I'm o little shy and don't want m“mlmlbWerﬁ
o start oo fost. 'm a clean shaven, 3 )mroH While  other hot guys in southem Minnesota. I'm a 35 year

mole with dark hair, Blue eyes, ond hair,
Hslnglnbyl:iklzrg’u\dmukm other.

UPTOWN BOY This White, submissive mole, 24, 5'8,

#ddhs saitsmdtrm;ndunmmde 3010 45.

'm on upkwn crossdressing, wolersporfs,
lbrnadmb&M and lofs mors, | o you could

wylbwtldl IMlu-veq:ohsl 'W

TAKE A RISK Becomi B&rﬂ'ﬂ'l’.ui is fike
establishing credit. Hwncgun get itif nomevnilgwen

to me2 This novice, White male, 44, 5'10, 184lbs, is
looking for cther White males for ionship ond
experientiol exploits. (De Kalb) m

mmmmsrmmdomm
Jike this before but | want to meet o she-mal T;s
1o be on fop, I'm a 35 year old, Single, White male,
1500bs, wil &wnhwwdﬁrmm{hnﬂml
=30288

m“mw&mihwuhﬂlr‘gml
will s00n mest the man | have been look Ima
very aftroclive, Hispanic male, 57, m&darlti'nr and

eyes, and a T you hlr&ymfmﬂ'legnnulguy
Ivebeen :d1nghluwu-f {Evansion)
729598

ULTRA BRITE SMILE I'd like o dazzle mﬂ\m’r
bright, white smile, m a good looking, shaven,
masculine, 24 yeor old, White mole, with Brown hair
and eyes_ | enjoy movies, lmvd and sparts. | wont ko
meet another Whhm* 21 1o 30, with similar
interests, kor o possible relafionship. (Minneapolis)

ENEMAS R US Inio the enema scene? If's fun, if's safe,
md:lmdnzsymlaald worm and good. Giving and

old, White male. Don’t make me woit any longer.
lﬂod-m]
=11762

Ammmvmmam
I'nelnneﬁ:ruchmmuw This masculine, 1

1

MANFINDER

ORAL AFTERNOONS This Gay, White mole,
professional writer, 510, 180ibs, would Jike o meet
Gay, White, or Asian, males, 18 o 40, for oral

c&wmmsmdm r
¢ ||1!;.1‘:§Eu-u-xzﬂvm nmsu’y m
t‘lils&

EVERY WHICH WAY BUT LOOSE I'm versatile.

This atiractive, 33 dd White male, 510, ON CROSSDRESSERS This Single, While

1800bs, with ndBlwnyasseehho‘r,well pm!asmndnda 36, &k, 180lbs, is clean and

endowed top mu % ; for d'wael.a'dmmlm Tlllm;mmas
exci fime: son hermaphrodites. | promise o answer

:&;95 g |cunluw%hheu"mrryw [Mﬂwmkue]nﬂl 132

SURF THIS TURF This handsome, 44 year I'M HOLDING BACK I'm o 25 ysar old, boy next

Whllamahwrhrboywonktobambulﬂﬁ dmm&&mmbuundmmmslhhhgub

surfer. IF it feels os movies, and listen fo music. To find out more, call right

for you os it is fun for me,
we'll have a great hme. (Modison) ©29454

away. {Milwaukes) =11433

TIME ON MY SIDE | moy be in a wheelchair but |

racen;?zaeeqtd]ymhng Talk o me. [Mi

TWIN CITIES STUD If you like 1all, hairy, maseuline
men, read no further. I'm a 30 year old, Whike male,

63 2150bs, w:ﬂﬂ&lmdhanr Green eyes, and a hairy
ke to afwﬂmhnl'fwhnlguys between

20 and 40, me out, (Minneapelis] =29092

Immm‘.\ﬂbﬁlhkﬂmpm«ﬂammb
men, between 18 and 35, who ore good look

claan, healthry, and, of course, well endowed, l‘mn

dlean shoven, While male, 511, 180fbs, with Brown
hair and Nwe}m |Evanskon) 528772

THE POLISH PRINCE They call me the Polish Prince
I'm a dean cul, Single, Gay, White mals, 511, 185(bs,
mmBrawnl'mrngqm ond a smooth body. 1'd like
to mee! anather hot guy, between 21 and 40, who s
interested in finding 0 ane on one relationship.
[Evonston) =11152

A TASTE OF THE CARIBBEAN A looking, 29
r old, Puerto Rican male, 54, 145(bs, sesks o
ﬁutarwspnmc male, betwaen 25 ard 35, for o

bﬁlﬂshng, reluhm:l'up I'm loving, and lovable,
in movies, music, and

qunaiwenmscﬁorm Please call scon if you're o

sincere non smoker. (Evonsion] =28040

1 GO AT ALL SPEEDS This clean shaven,
White male, is info lots of scenes. Sometimes, |

i:.eln

Cllll.ﬂd'l‘;! a:ﬂmorﬁlg l‘rrtcfuy1 bomrmrildlkm
1. | espec on a
mdwedpuhﬁ rmaB: V\"'lstir::ﬁ:gﬁ and | want
fo meet whoureBcorGuyoruhulem
1o feed my thir rl'erutufm urges Cd[rne
becuu&el'dimelobﬂywma 1K\I

©28853

THE ABUSE EXCUSE I'm into kinky sex
Smmmdrhlrazgwnlsmymrdn&em Ima
White male, 59, 230ibs, with a beard

body. 'm a litle on the thick side. IFyouhhlube
obused, leave your number. (Minneopolis) =13297

mmmmsﬂmdﬂ dominant, Gay, White
mole, is looki fora 'Ipum,mab 1810
me. You will

and just how submissive ounbaIMrrmpaEal
ml;?l e

Gay male,
45,511, 175lbs, ||Iumlopbymlsmdmd I'm have many gifis fo give. I'm o sincere, stoble man,
inferested i m&S wh; mlal:asiad in
men, unider | |
adh b Ko, ] Find o spend
ond whalever else fime with,
. [Rochester) (Madison)
27675 =29318
SAID IT ALL IN ST, KEY TO THE
PAUL This :E\k( CITY | nead
motivated, inelligent, someone 1o show
Alrican me the Gay way in
main, Madison. I'm o 32
honest, open year old, While
¢ or for o male, 5, 175lbs,
long term relationship with Blond hmr
love reading, Blue
writing, history, qﬁms 1 don't
o dlogy, board
especially experience and
ess), sports, ond need a patient,
inlense nice guy fo help
canversafions. My life me get
pariner will be goal assimilated. | like
ofiented, non- the autdoors,
mumd;s:, salf waorking out,
awora, non: i
violent, Men of color :zir!l::rlljadmg
enco o biking, music, ond
respond. (St. Poul] much more.
=10024 IMu;dim!
SOUTH OF THE L saiadd
CITIES | live obout an HOTTIME
hour south of the IGHT Thi
g B o
frip. This cut, | While
om 36 gle s?.gn?\us doiri
o, tures,
m; with short mumdwaund a

Brown hair, Bluish Green eyes, ond a good build, wants
hm&emﬁwﬂm’ﬁmuﬂ‘d&dﬂm lthave o
variety of inferests. lef's k. =28338

Wisconsin |

variety of inferests. | want to mest nice locking men,
21 ta:38, who are masculine, well endowed, ond
good builds. Lers start with hot fimes. I'm open
f| 5|hrhnesuﬁer that. Facial and body hair are
usses. (Modison) 211130

Howmlsmfmh&duholmf
1o fickle your foricy? I'm éager to toke on the job. I

a well endowed, White male, 26, 4'1, 185ibs, m!h
light Brown hair, and Bfwneyeslmlaokmg{w

erolic encounters with willing bottoms, between 18
and 30. (Madison) =228

SHE’S A LADY 'm a 21 ysor old, Block mole, colege
student, mdr‘rnio&ngfura man who will
freat me like be o Singls, Whike
mole, batween 2 u-:d.‘iS_wInIilneshnaddie, kiss,
ond do lots of other things, (Milwoukee) =10696

have a slender, athlefic build,

very oftroctive, masculine, in shape, self confident, and
m)ammdmma | Wwi‘ncurenrmlurbebw;
[Mitwoukes) =1

DATOFmYlwmﬂhmroﬂ\ergm in
the area fo explore n;rsextd ity with. I'm on affractive
29 year old male, 6'9, 170lbs, with Brown hair, and
Gr;aag;mx let's dm:merngeihef (Milwaukes)

NWI.EMANM I'm ind\mg for cr niteman who
ng.d uﬁbm Hoved mine worked
I'd like mmmhhorbrym
Mme ore al offention just of the hought. [Milwoukes)
©27442

FIT THE BILL? |'m o 35 yeaor old, Bi, While make
loking for ofher Bi guys who meet the fallowing
criteria: height over 6ft, weight aver 200lbs, sexuol
fops. Simple a3 that, Let's play (Miwaukee] =27218

THE WRITTEN WORD | fown I'm rather new, bit
I've come to look for you. This aiiractive, Whive
male, 18, 55, 130kbs, with Brown hoir, s s
seeks ofher Goy, White moles, batwoen 18 arld 28, for
Iriendship. | enjoy books, music, theater, poetry, and
snuggling with o speciolly chosan someone. My arms
awail. Maybe thol someone is you. (Milwoukee)
=27257

WABDUTAESID!M?I'minﬁ‘emHme
yum“ wha'd like an older man 1o ke
im. You should be o submissive botom, and
walling 1o accept ofl the love | have to offer. The
mrrpmmmmmmm“ and, if we're both .
nms asm.idmmluahlnmegg IMMuhee}

UFT AND LICK [ oking o e riht nor o p
me the rest of ;?

Eu%mlm bmrrrfwbmn:i:w .‘i!'llil«l(l~I“II.I.'.M:IM“:Ii'I ThsﬁHToid %mda socks
sice. I'm for more than just sex, or one dole rhes, io o movies, and out lo
we cin ; out, or caich a unfu'zmmn::mmubbun [Minneapolis) THE CLOSET IS FINE Becouse | am not inferested in
mm.wwummw ©27536  ©28733 goeq o 'mrgnf:'m*" *ﬂwﬂﬂ:‘mﬂy
[
SPIRTTUAL BOND This masculine, ambitious mmmwmonm ond am &, 1950bs, with hmfundGraw 1 like golf
spiritual minded, Block male, is loakmgioénminrﬁbdl n%vh someone whowprmabs it. This  tennis, cross-couniry skiing, the ﬁwﬂ o
moles, with whom fo crecte o liveinthe  Gay, muaobu 8, 135lbs, with t.'rd garlgmﬂnrdmlmam g
west suburbs, ond am inferested in movies, music,and  Green eyes. 'd ke ko have o special rek h -mhumhw.mnmﬂdﬂ.
live theater. {Evansion) #27272 mmmi;uybuumbdtmgbrfmmk mwell who is in shape and has no beard or gooiee.,
COME TO EARTH Ars you o down ks, good L neopel)_=14545 o #4880
guyimﬁ ru!!-neombrmel’mu?& old LEAN AND MEAN This tull, thin, clean shoven, Whie ~ BOBBING FOR APPLETON ['m riew in town and
ga.yxnr 'm’b%? mmln Im:u. xss |sndomi;mlhph;mlool< for a thin, mmlomeﬂhm forwmﬁms I.ersgsti?ul'u
man 'm honest a o meet issive botiom fimes. ) rrmls] any m a masculine,
frorpe i, Ten s T
o
I oo onc arenft ko he boe. We™9° M READY FOR YOU 'm0 38 yeor ok, Wi i J

in @ number of dicections if we begin os
[Evansion) =26947

mﬂ!mmhm}ﬁw I'm not If!eda
person in the Rockport/Joliet areal | just don't
mer'nuurefmmmymrddm1

helvmn wundi:ir.l::yhakhwmdbdhmhuﬂ
et

mmﬂmﬂmm'wmg@m
to have a relafionship, we have io like each ofher so
let's siorf as friends. rmnnlldmmdlmh(iuywhm
male, 26, 5'4, 1351bs, looking to meet other guys for
whaever hoppens. (lombord) =12163

|mu&»wmh&mm”m ill lonely

BRING ON THE EATS I'm an ealer, o needer, and
feeder, This 33 year old, White mole, 511, 19005,

1'd like o meet a hoi ith @ medium mh&mnhalruﬂqushha well b who

il S sl ol il g beg arcly i Vhia ke bt ol
mhmﬂmm , swimming, and computers. | undunui dmikebawr dwhmwnes*

olso like long conversations. [Mnnn'pdis] =12680  socializing, (East Troy] =297

EVERYBODY PLAYS THE m“'uy thera's NBWIMMM::MI&M

TECCITERA, St
i iry, Whi wi i

mduza'?uv s waiy, o, blmn’playm fich, go to movies, ond

between 18 and 30, who for fimes.
Transvesites, Tmmmcrmgszr:;m are more

mmmmm@m&ew&i

ready sleazy 2 Thi mnez
phetos and videcs and have a rounchy good fime. F'm Wmdia.ug?!l l!’ wi ﬁ
sl oyt i 34 ond Bloe eyes, wons o oraly
= ol mmwm
LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT GUY This afraciive E"ﬁﬁ ":,“d"b‘,‘g it T s e
Gﬂr%mm‘eﬁf’“’*&““ﬁfﬂmhﬂ'h P e mar fx . (Mioopol
Blue eyes, and a smooth body seeks another Gay, 6? !
White mole, 25 ko 35, who is mature, siable, and
rdmmh.pocmnd Amusiache and nh ql?u:ym mmm mmm:hd
h}ﬂ}; ints. w‘lﬂ 500 | mks ,colmli'l.lll!

ﬁu o) '”1@ = ?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂd&mi under 40. I'rn.:f'l 6'2

= == o your you're

have fun, but call when
: lowa it A ool e g

CAN WE TALK? This B corows, Whie e, 7,5 Maneopol 217025
h&'mhﬂmlmhﬂwﬁbﬁb o Gﬂiﬂluﬁmfmhohrgbrgwsd
ordar!omﬂoulmyledi . 'm on affroctive, dating,

ondgszr mtmhdmﬁshm Enhlrﬁuglmn?lmoki%hn}dﬂ
rmsculme irim, Epcdblu bdweﬂﬁﬂﬂdﬂ lagemd:n:;upnrgmmusx butlm;fm:u:nd
Roce doesr mater. |""‘3'"“7IU"?'I Fiendship, in ouldoor sports, such as skiing, lennis, hiking, and
necessarily quaniity. (Des Moines] =27 9 sailing, {Minneapolis] . 7§

Minnesofa

MTOUSTMMAHI?U&&!JMW

relationship that can um ik L Im
on mn”'\; White rrnle'éﬂ 185&:: mﬁw
with Brown hair, and Blus eyes

physicaly fit male, dol:aunrr_rhe@: ogaodpb

who i a top. One of my Isub
child. lrmduuubkpamar (a.loommgm} =l 019

M“CKWlYﬁwakeme ond have
serviced, I'm your man. fm o
d.::rm'

mm 1350bs. fmwumalyord
ry it, ywlhh it. (Minneapolis)
mmfﬁlﬁﬂﬂ\ﬂ’mh&hc
bun\{bm er? Leave me a
Zsmnolds ?'U‘Iba and in great shope. Ei’

[Minneapolis) =2709

1 ke
0 o, Comerta . Bosi oy #13412

mmmm;gwdknhrg. eyad

mala wants 1o meet nice

FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELTS! Thot first hill is o

nixxz;'tmo 28 years cld, Gay, Whike male, 6!!
215lbs, interested in mhnganmuﬂne

have fun with in public and i private. | i ie workmg

out, music, movies, thunderstorms, and roller

coasters. (Modisan) =26597

SCENIC TOUR | ravel the site and want o meet Bi

men, preferobly Married, who want o have cosual

mm""“n'm\?m el R 6, wib
ional, Bi, lle e, 37, 5'9, 163lbs with a

nice body. | like ol"l'ner looking,

professional guys. Imn all scenes,
even the unusual. [Mliwnui'm:l =12114

BROWN AND BRED This super hol, 40 year old,
Gay, White male, 6'5, 190lbs, needs to moke
omm\wholhasuy White dudes for brawn
hanky oction. (Milwaukee] =29671

CHINESE AND BLACK I'm a Chinese and Black
male, 59, with Brown skin, short hair, Hazel eyes,
and a goatee. Would you fike to meet me?

men for fun fimes, Il'hlodoimmbaluryh
darks, go fo movies, andmcrnhm
[Enst Troy) =13055

1| LOVE WORK BOOTS i seems 1o be hord o find
wi'noffmhohnglw | wont lo meet other men who are
tumed on by feet and «xluimpxnﬂﬁnhﬁkem
work boots, and white socks. I'd also like fo meet fefish
fres friends to mess oround with. |Eou Claire)
=29754

Iﬂ.m&l&?ﬂmmismuhr’:w
iscreet, versatile, e
hmmﬁnﬂ'ﬁr&.ﬁsmhrmﬂh&“
yu!ruhu and horny, anything goes. (Eau Claire)

| LIKE BIG ONES This Bi, White male is wy‘or
discreet, early moming, encouniers with
mdmadhpmen.rmﬂ 1801bs, und hot and
Youshoi.HbebaandDu'dﬁﬂmﬂluwu
to go, | need it hot and hard, ond offen. {Fox
Cifies)] =14525

OUT OF CONTROL f you're the dominant male 'm
bdung for, I'm wiﬂ:? fodo bd:itng whatever
g yeor wbmmwe

HOTWH.SImuybemoMuddurbullovelo
havnh.mhkawybadyelse I’rnndlZyea!onnle
168lbs. | want o meet

times. [Jonesville) 2

JOY IN JANESVILLE This siight acfing, i mole

wanhs fo meet a man, like me, who en fimes
s v ol

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKING I'm on aftroctive
adi?eadlmhd masculine, Single, Bi, White mole. |
6 yrs okd, 5/10 and 160lbs. | have short Brown
hair and Brown eyes. | am versatile with a very nice
hlnol lllgk:ozﬂw rrl:scuhr;a , rugged guys, who li Ttab;:
ave o time. Don't let opportunily pass
[Chanhassan) =27515 i

SPANKHEllywredammnr ossertive, .ngraul
shape, and want to date before doing he nasty,

me o coll. I'm o 28 years old, Single, White

55, 1401bs, with o great body. I'm o submissive and
inaxperiencad bottom, | need a man, 20 fo 40, who
wants o get o know me before we get naked. | also
ke 1o be spanked (Minneapolis) 526813

COUNTRY CROONER If you're sincere obout o
lifetima commitment, and don't mind love handles and
children, call me right away. I'm o 33 year old, Gay,
White mole. Y romantic, passicnate, and have long
term goals. | want to meet o friend, who can become
my lover. You must be interested in

locrosse for o country life. (LoCrosse) '23“266

(Milwoukee) =29662

CHUB MANIA This :hubl:;r Black rnnh &H,
240lbs, is very atirocted fo G:(mbb‘ men,
ler's get . [Milwoukes) =29213

THE BODY BARBER Ave you o litfle bit curious

about experimenting in body shaving? Wa could do

H'avzflobﬁrn apurhni orn'ngbe ust o rim. For
get in touch with me. You lay

bo:k Idn'ha wnrlt lMMukee} =17826

MEET ON THE MAT | vort o met guys ineresd
in meeting on the mat for some wresfi udu You
shauld be under 40 old, in good

weigh over 170Ibs. mmlharmlwﬂl
also come in handy. cmﬁ | =20332

WELCOME ME BACK | recently returned 1o
ui'brllvlngmﬂ'nmgcfwun u‘ymrs Idllkg
fo meet new in music, and theater.
Id!:lr.ebgumfordmmrsnndmll and ralk, and
talk- You know, just have a nice time fogether.
[Milwaukese) "5‘“

COUPLE OF LAUGHS We're o
shape, couple, in our lhlrhes loduﬁr m;g

the northern part of n?nﬂ'm
some loughs with. (Mmﬁae] ©28844

UNLOCK THE SHACKLES I'm the product

sirict, religious upbringing and | need to et Imw I'm
locking for my first same-sex experience with
Transvestite, Transsexual, or she mole, I'm a very
mosculine, White mole, 29, 6k, with o nice build,
Brown hoir and Blue lmcbnnmdheulh and
don't smoke or drink. (Milwaukee) =13459

A CLASS ACT Hondsome wnh a kmd heart, sharp
mind, slm:brbody&ex

ancaall ucces mlnearﬁ'n Emotianal
: oo n:hcf:ﬂ'numﬁmnrrmwym:z

dhumﬂn to be with. At 42, life is good. I'd like
||inbewonderhai Bt you be the couse? Seeking
the right % who appreciates substance,
msmL wum'rH'n No hurry, ?ngnd; first, then...?
Milwoukes) =13620

the closet. I'm o bottom,
undl’mk:k:llyuﬂmby mdmg For the right
g.rlwbepeunhdb&gm drog . | want
ﬁ{nﬂhﬂ up ond imﬁwpmﬁs {Milwoukes)
SUBMISSIVE APPLICANT Are you on S8M slove-
master? I'm your bay. Ima male, 41,
511, 185lbs, cbunshmm | Brown hair, and
qua'ps fmin shape from years of

ing, and hiki Imrbhlhpuf
mﬁm&gngupphc;nghbrmtmyw Iﬁ}

WMONTIIGI’OOLThlsrdI masculine, hat, 40

year old man, is in Brown hanky ocion. |

mnmuﬂmmmlm who can dump their
T:E;nnmmudmmr I'm

ing for tes, or a lover, [Milwoukes) =6476

BULLS EYE I'm a boflom locking for very well h
?ﬁwmbhwwﬁi (‘n?\;r)rl'mrl;ng

175lbs, with Brown hoir, Beawn
mbi:dl “h bmdﬂﬂhmﬁlng
- (Mukwonogo)
many ngs. 0go

*STACHE IT HERE | find men in mustaches very sexy
and wont to meet you if you have one. I'm a 32

old, Gay, White male, mh:h'kﬂlmdhmr,umrm
believe it or not, a mustache. (Oshkosh) =11649

mm!ﬁmnwnlbm:\me%

quys between 25 and 35. [Racing) =4961
mmc Shnd bear, 39, is

under 40, for sexual plausa.nrm
MTNI but can be Hrpped
o crofty lRo:lr:T =26852

SUNKY KINKY I'm o very affractive, Bi, White male
nmhdmgkmky dominait males, 18 o 25. fm
&H, 200lbs Broxmlxurmdﬁ!weyes I'm very
discreet and hope you ore foo. | often bﬁmen
Cifies on the weekend. (Superior)

OUR TALENTS COMBINED | want 1o fry o
relafionship with an honest and mature Gay, White
male, under 30. I'm a Gay, White male in my twenfies,
510, 170lbs, with Brown hair and eyes. ||vkerl'usrc
dancing, m;ﬁnng, movies, rollerblading, ond

conversation, I'm curious to see what we con $fir up.
[Wousou) =11717

PHENOMENAL PHALLUS I'm o busumsﬂrwﬁer
Mncmﬁewholasnlel

want to meet guys who are similor ifhd i'ma%m
male, 39, 5'9, léﬂhs and m I'm
submissive and open o virtually anything.

SEX ON MY MIND This adveniurous, clean shoven,
Bi White male, seeks similar men for sexy sessions. I'm
35, 6h, 200kbs, with Beown hair. illheoul'h:' activities
like comping and hiking. ! live in northern Wisconsin
remole ifes where we can
mehmTREIlcgnm

mmmwmlmb&"\qh

friends, with whom to share the joys of life, in centrol
Wisconsin. F'm 38, 5'8, 165(bs, m#!&wmhn and
eyes. lwe well find we don't

wm?ll.aet.cmurr nu.= o 52

FOR YOUR FREE AD CALL 1-800-346-6366. THE SYSTEM WILL DO THE REST!
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The Clout of the Religious Right is Nowhere
Near as Formidable as it Once Was

Milwaukee—There may be a fempta-
tion to believe that the Religious Right is
an overwhelmingly formidable force.
While no one should underestimate the
strength of the religious extremuists, re-
ports of its force may be exaggerated.

As reported in the Echo of Phoenix,
Arizona, in the Washington Blade, and
other LBGT publications, Gay activists,
marketers, and officials officials some
companies say a dramatic change has oc-
curred. The impact of the Religious Right
has been reduced as more firms are will-
g and able to resist pressure from the
Right Wing, according to Peter Freiberg
of the Blade.

Stephanie Blackwood, a parner
Spare Parts, a Gay marketing agency,
says companies considering Gay-targeted
marketing used to be convinced that they
would be hit by a backlash.

“More and more,” said Blackwood,
“they see that, by and large, there isn’t
any backlash, and if there is a response by
the Right, it doesn’t have impact.”

For example, one of the most notable
efforts by the Right Wing recently was
the boycott of the Walt Disney Company.
Disney had drawn the anger of the 16
million member Southem Baptist Church
and the American Family Association
(AFA), for granting domestic %m'mcr
benefits and allowng an unofficial “Gay
and Lesbian Day” at Disney World in
Orlando, Flonda.

That was seven months ago.

The Disney company has reported that
their net income increased by gtj )% for the
fourth guarter of fiscal 1996—a time that
included the boycott. The theme parks
also sct new attendance records during
that time, Freiberg reported.

“That balloon sank and nobody heard it
crash,” said Alan Klein, spokesman for
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation (GLAAD).

Currently, the AFA 1s in a flap over the
“coming out” episode of “Ellen”™ on ABC.
The AFA wants o keep the character
closeted.

John Lazarus, who heads network ad
buying said that while many sponsors are
still fearful about being attacked by the
Religious Right, their influence “has less-

ened considerably.” He added that Ellen
would come out and ‘“nothing would be
made of it.”

The October 7, 1996 issue of Adver-
tising Age reported that an informal sur-
vey of ad executives found that most
would not flatly refuse to by time on
“Ellen.” GLAAD noted that since the be-
gmning of the 1996-°97 TV season, there

have been 23 openly Gay characters on
the small screen. : _

According to Echoe, analysts pomt to six
reasons why the Religious Right’s clout
has lessened:

e The increasing recognition of a Gay
market, which leads corporations to
seck out the Gay dollar;

e Greater acceptance of homosexual-
1y,

e The need to recruit and train highly
skilled workers, including Gay work-
(= .

¢ The growing number of Gay em-
ployee groups;

e The success of high-profile compa-
nies such as Disney in standing up to
the Religious Right;

e  The prodding o %mups like GLAAD
and other national Gay organizations,

TELL YOUR FRIENDS:
I read all about it in

The Wisconsin Light
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“In The Life” Presents its ‘The American
as Apple Pie’ Episode in April

By Lester Strong

New York—An automotive plant in De-
troit, your local Congressional representa-
tive, the circus, Campbell's soup cans,
Disneyland, farm life in the Midwest, Mom
and Dad...They're all as American as ap-
ple pie, in In the Life shows how they're
also as American as Gay apple pie in its
April-May episode.

First, host Katherine Linton profiles the
efforts of Lesbians and Gay men working
for Chrysler to achieve workplace protec-
tions for themselves by the inclusion of
sexual orientation clauses in union con-
tracts and company nondiscrimination
statements.

Also previewed: the upcoming docu-
mentary “Out in the Workplace,” by co-
producers Kelly Anderson and Tami Gold.

“A Day in the Life" moves on to Wash-
ington, DC, where last fall the city elected
the country's first openly Lesbian African-
American representative to Congress.
Sabrina Sojourner has no actual vote in
Congress. But it's clear she doesn't let
that stop her as she takes viewers through
a day of outreach to the different groups
and interests she represents in the na-
tion's capital.

Side shows and big tops: In the third
segment, viewers leam just how Gay-
friendly circus folk can be when Katherine
Linton profiles bearded lady Jennifer
Miller, founder of Circus Amok; lovers and
partners Jonathan Nosan and Eric New-
ton, as they perform their trapeze act in
Airmales; and Eric Michael Gillett, a Gay
man who also happens to be the ring-
master for Ringling Brothers and Bamum
& Bailey Circus.

Next, correspondent Hal Gemnan visits
the Andy Warhol Museum in Warhol's
hometown of Pittsburgh. Publicly asexual,
but privately Gay, Warhol made use of his
Gay “lens" to image the world in a new
way. Famed for his Pop Art reproductions
of soup cans and Brillo pad boxes, he
also left a legacy of homoerotic drawings
and photos, on view at the museum.

The Walt Disney Company is about as
all-American as an institution can get. In
the fifth segment, correspondent Bill Britt
profiles a number of the Magic Kingdom's
Gay and Lesbian employees. He also de-

‘Sabrina Sojourner

scribes the recent emergence of a
strongly Gay-supportive stance at the
company in regard to both its employees
and its customers—a position that has
met with a less than enthusiastic response
from the Religious Right Wing.

Last, but hardly least, In The Life takes
a look at PFLAG in the newly activist role
it has assumed during the past few years.
Billboards, TV ads, booklets, videos, lob-
bying Congress—PFLAG vice president
Sy Zwan discusses the ambitious program
the group has launched nationwide tar-
geting homophobia in mainstream Amer-
ica.

In the Life travels to Wisconsin to talk
with Gay men and Lesbians who grew up
on fatms and rural areas. Included is an
interview with Will Fellows, author of Farm
Boys, a book which profiles over three
dozen men who tell their own stories of
growing up on famms in the Midwest.

Slice the pie of this episode any way
you like, and there's a tasty morsel for
everyone. Once again, In The Life proves
that, no matter what the metaphor, Gay
men and women are a vital part of Ameri-
can life. -

Editor's Note: In The Life will air on
Wisconsin Public Television on Friday,
April 47 at 11:00 p.m. It will air on
ChanneL'lo in Milwaukee on Thursday,
April 24" at 11:00 p.m.

ABC Has Made its Decision: “Ellen” is

New York, NY—In an update to a story
in the last issue, yes, it has been decided.
ABC ending an off-screen cliffnanger that
has lasted almost six months, will air the
segment of “Ellen” in which the lead char-
acter comes out as a Lesbian.

The character played by actress Ellen
DeGeneres reveals her attraction to a
Lesbian woman to a therapist, played by
Oprah Winfrey, in an episode of the sitcom
set to air Apgll 30, the network said Mon-
day, March 4.

While other television shows have fea-
tured Lesbian, Bisexual or Gay male char-
acters, “Ellen" will be the first prime-time
show to have an openly Lesbian |lead.

“We were persuaded that the quality of
the story lines presented were worth pur-
suing,” said ABC spokeswoman Janice
Gretemeyer.

Actress Laura Dern plays Ellen Morgan's
love interest in the episode. ABC hasn't
decided whether the show will be an hour-
long special or air in its regular 9:30 p.m.
slot.

The network said a later “"Ellen" episode
will deal with Morgan telling her parents
about “this startling self-discovery."

Since word first leaked last September
that ""Ellen’s" producers were considering
the Lesbian story line, DeGeneres has led
a steady stream of jokes and cryptic re-
marks about it.

They began in the opening scene of the
fall season, when Ellen Morgan serenaded
herself in the bathroom: | feel pretty, |
feel pretty, | feel pretty and witty and..."
She didn't complete the lyric as written,

gay."

Executives for ABC, which is owned by
the Walt Disney Co., said they took their
time giving ""Ellen" the go-ahead because
they wanted to see scripts that show how
it would be done. The episode is o be
taped this week.

“It's a really brave step and I'm really
glad,” said Chastity Bono, spokeswoman
for the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation. *°| really don't know why it

took so long to come to this decision. | |

think it was probably well thought-out."

GLAAD even set up an Internet site for
fans to talk about the “"Ellen" plot twist and
organized a letter-writing campaign in
support of it.

Coming Out on Prime Time TV

As expected, the Rev. Donald Wildmon,
head of the Far Right Wing American
Family Association, has threatened to or-
ganize an advertiser boycott if “"Ellen”
came out. Wildmon could not be reached
for comment,

Strategy or not on the part of ABC, the
story line's long gestation has served to

quell much of the nervousness in the ad-
vertising community, said Walter Staab,
chaiman of the SFM Media Corp. in Man-
hattan.

“Most of us have gotten used to the
idea," Staab said. “It's going to be sort of
a non-event."

DeGeneres and Lang

Ellen DeGeneres presented more than
an award to singer k.d. lang at the March
1* , LA. Gay & Lesbian Center's
“Women's Night." The pair shared a pas-
sionate kiss.

The lengthy embrace between lang, who
is openly Lesbian, and the television ac-
tress came just one day after news reports
that DeGeneres' TV character, Ellen
Morgan, will come out of the closet as a
Lesbian.

The public kiss was in full view of the
media and guests as the two stood next to
a podium.

Grammy Award-winning artist lang re-
ceived the Creative Integrity Award before
a crowd of nearly 1,000 at the Beverly
Hilton Ballroom. Jennifer Holliday per-
formed, and Linda Ellerbee presented Dr.
Susan M. Love with the Community Role
Model Award.
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The Real Meaning
of Easter

Commentary by Theodore T. Berg

Is it brightly colored eggs? Is it the
Easter Bunny? Is it ham dinners? Is it
spring fashions?

1 was asked to write an article on Easter
and the Gay and Lesbian community. Je-
sus and Fags...Christ and Dykes...many
say they don’t go together.

Let’s for a second clear our heads of the
anger of some misguided Christians who
chase our community from Christ. Let’s
weigh the message and decide what value
it has for our commumnity.

Jesus was a nomadic preacher who was
IHu_mﬂnslly condemned and executed on a

overl the town dump. He was a
man who was borm in an obscure village,
an uneducated man, whose only crime
was to challenge the Establishment of His
day to create a society of peace, charity
and love.

He said there is a place for all in his
kingdom. He accepted the diversity of
people as Children of God and demanded
Bl St i,

peopie m €r ey
cauldendhissuﬁ:rsive ideas with His
death. They had a surprise on Easter
moming.

Christ’s rising tells us that love survives
the grave. The Gay and Lesbian leaders
through history were sacnficed like
Christ, for love.
~ Most Gay people of faith get involved
in Bible pmng- over whether homo-
sexuality 1s a sm. They argue ad nansium.
Such arguments are good for seminarian
development so, unless this paper’s read-
ership has changed and is made up of
seminarians, we will table the issue.

As a Gay man, a minister, a priest in the
Old Catholic Church, I believe I do not
have to defend my existence at God’s ta-
ble. The Cross is my reservation.

Robert Goss, who wrote Jesus Acted
Up, said we no longer need to defend
ourselves, but need to encourage all
Christians to be Christ-like in their deal-
ings with diversity.

‘The Joy of Easter is more than religious
civil rights. Easter is not deflecting at-
tacks on us o-Christians. Easter
1s a surprise which transcends paimn. Easter
is a vindication of all Christ’s ideals and
actions.

Jesus was, and is, a lover of the poor.
His birth was celebrated by poor shep-
herds. He was rect‘:%liza:l as the Savior
by Anna, a widow who lived off the tem-
ple’s charity (ancient welfare).

Chnist protected outcasts and the disin-
franchized. He called Matthew, a tax
collector, as a disciple. He cured a pa-

an’s slave and, to add injury to insult,
gle slave belonged to a Roman Centurion.
He protected a prostitute from a self-
righteous mob. J

We have all been poor financially and
spiritually. Who hasn’t felt outcast? Our
sexuality, at times, has caused us to be
disfranchised. Knowing Jesus has been
there comforts a bit. If the Gospel was
grin and bear it, all our suffering would
give us pie in the sky when we die.

Being accepted and not isolated h?jlips
us to rejoice m God's blue print for life.
Christ, on the night He was to be handed
over to death, shared a new -
ment: “Love one another, as I have loved

ou. No greater love than this, that a man
Ly down his life for a friend.”

The people who hate and want to de-
~troy us, understand hate...force and

violence. They have trouble dealing with
love and have no defense agamst it. A
%raoc_l example is Gandhi’s method of

eeing India from British rule. It was
based on love. Love energizes us to ac-
tion, which creates a community which
can make a difference.

_The first thing we believers must do is
liberate ourselves. Everyone has heard
that religion and the Queer community
don’t go together. We as believers need to
leave our spiritual closets and show what
love can do. By our loving actions, we
tqaulheai the hurt some in our community
eel.

_If we hold onto our hate and accept the
ideals of “a tooth for a tooth, an eye for
an eye,” as Gandhi said, “we will have a
blind and toothless world.”

For the searchers, like shopping, weigh
your religious choices. Choose a home
that enges growth and risk with a
safety net of love.

_ For non-believers, 1 salute your human-
ity. You call it good. I call it God. We are

only one O apart.
‘We can share love in a diverse commu-
nity and do great together.

Jesus tells us that love conguerors all.
He showed us the depth of His love by
dying for us. God vindicated that love
with the Resurrection. Knowing we are
His believed makes us special.

Jesus showed us the 1 of love, then

He gives us free will. Free will can create
a world filled with peace, love and hope
or it can create a living Hell.
. When I expenience love and all the ad-
jectives that describe it, I encounter the
Risen Lord. “God is love and those that
abide in love, abide in God.”

_comm needs acceptance, a
champion, a teacher and a driving force
E:n is love. That is the true message of

ster,
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Living for Today and Tomorrow

Iday, at 38, I'm the captain of our softball team and HIV-positive.
When | was first diagnosed with the virus, | never thought
ten years later I'd be alive and healthy, let alone playing softball.
I'll be on first base in the tournament this summer.

I’'m looking forward to it.

Help continue to make tomorrow a reality.

Support your local AIDS organizations.
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