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‘Science’ Joins ‘Time’
In Hailing New AIDS
Drugs as

Breakthrough of 1996

Washington, DC— Research that led to
new AIDS drugs and to a new understand-
ing of how the virus infects cells has been
named the "' Breakthrough of the Year" for
13196 by Science, a leading scientific jour-
nail.

Evidence for ancient life on Mars is the
first runner up in the annual selection by the
journal of the top 10 research achievements
of the year,

Other cited breakthroughs include devel-
opment of a new type of laser, discovery that
the Earth core spins faster than its surface,
and findings in genetics, cell biology, the
immune system and infectious disease.

Science said that 1996 brought “a series
of $tunming breakthroughs both in AIDS
treatment and in basic research on HIV, the
virus that causes the disease.”

Drugs called protease inhibitors, which
attack HIV in a new way, became widely
available in 1996 for the first time. Studies
showed that when combined with earlier
drugs, the protease inhibitors caused the
blood concentrations of HIV virus in some
patients to drop to undetectable levels, a re-
sult the journal called " a major victory."

Equally promising, said Science, is the
discovery that three natural proteins, called
chemokines, will suppress HIV infection of
cells. This finding “"may one day blossom
into new treatments or even vaccines," said
the journal.

“Although AIDS remains a scourge of
our era ... 1996 marks a turning point in the
frustrating 15-year battle against the dis-
ease,” Science said.

“*Startling new answers” about how and
where life began was considered by Science
as the second most important breakthrough
research of 1996,

The journal cited work by a NASA-led
team reported in August that a meteorite
from Mars contained chemical and fossil-
ized evidence that microbes existed on the
red planet millions of years ago. The con-
clusion still is hotly debated and no consen-
sus supporting the NASA team has been
reached among scientists.

Science also noted that research in
Greenland found evidence that life on Earth
appeared about 3.8 billion years ago. The
journal said additionally that studies of a
microbe that lives in the superheated water
of a volcanic vent on the ocean floor shows
that the organism belongs to a third domain
of life because its genetic structure is unlike
that of bacteria or of plants and animals.

Other breakthroughs selected bv Science:

Please See Drugs Page 5
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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

Superior's Main Club Burns, Two
Men Perish In Early Mnrning Fire

A tragic scene - A City of Superior Firefighter looks through the rubble of the still smoldering

aa' o

8 By Bill Meunier
Ié Superior WI — An early
: E morning fire of undetermined
Z

origin took Superior’s popular

1 Gay bar , the Main Club, and the
L8 lives of two Gay men in the early
3 morning hours of Friday, De-
IS cember 27.
The blaze was reported shortly
, after 3:00 AM. The Superior
Fire Depariment amived at the
bar, which was located at 1813
N. Third Street within minutes,
but the building was already en-
gulfed in flames. As firefighters
called for back up and worked to
keep neighboring buildings from
catching fire the Main Club
burned to the ground,
Cause Undetermined
Fire investigators have not yet
determined the cause of the fire,
but have said that there is no
evidence of arson. It may be
weeks before the cause is
known. Sources lold The Wis-
consin Light that it appeared as
though the fire started in back of

Main Club hours after an early  The

the building.
building housing The

moming fire completely desiroyed the century old building housing Superior's first openly Gay bar. Two men, Laird Rengo, T o : it in 1890
40, of Duluth and “Troy Buchard, 32, of Superior, were unable to get out the building and died in the blaze. Main Club was built in 1890,

US Quietly Granting Political Asylum to
Some Leskians and Gay Men

Hempstead, NY— Even now, eight years
later, Jose Cruz cannot speak calmly about
the events that drove him from his home-
land. His voice cracks, his shoulders heave
and tears slide down his smooth, delicate
cheeks.

By his account, Cruz was routinely raped,
beaten and humiliated in El Salvador for
being a "culero™—a ''faggot” —despite his
every effort to hide his sexual orientation
and act straight, even macho.

Finally, threatened with death by para-
military thugs, he fled to the United States
and began life anew.

Now settled in the relative sanctuary of
New York's Long Island suburbs, Cruz had
pinned his hopes on what once would have
been an impossibility: to be granted political
asylum on the basis of his sexual orienta-
tion.

In the last week in November, he got his
wish.

Since June 1994, when Attorney General

Waving to the Masses - Madonna stars as Evita Peron, one of the most controversial women of the century in
the new movie “Evita.” The film has won rave reviews and five Golden Globes nominations. The Wisconsin
Light is co-sponsoring a free special screening on Tuesday, January 7. To obtain tickets call .(414} 3?2-2??3,
The screening will be followed by a Wisconsin Light SpotLight Madonna Party at La Cage. (See related stories

on pages 8 and 9.)

Janet Reno quietly cracked open the door to
such cases, more than 40 Gay men and Les-
bians have been granted asylum because of
their sexual orientation—or, more accu-
rately, because they are members of the
“*social class" of Lesbians and Gay men
facing persecution.

More remarkably, at least one man, a het-
erosexual, has been granted asylum because
he is HIV-positive--a diagnosis that, in
other circumstances, could get him barred
from the United States.

These cases, along with the far more pub-

Please See Asylum Page 18
Designing Men
Bringing Supermodel,
Steve Kelso,
to Milwaukee

Milwaukee—Designing Men, Milwau-
kee’s Gay and Lesbian retail store, will be
sponsoring a benefit for the Cream City
Foundation. Calendar supermode! Steve
Kelso will be visiting Milwaukee on Janu-
ary 11, 1997. .

Kelso, who was interviewed by Wiscon-
sin Light, is a former Colt model, now con-
tracted under Eagle Studios. He is touring
the country promoting his calendar as a ve-
hicle to help raise money for AIDS and Gay
and Lesbian organizations.

In Milwaukee, he will be raising money
for the Cream City Foundation, whose phil-
anthropic grants materially assist LesBiGay
events and organizations.

“It’s a pleasure to see a model as person-
able and out-going as Steve helping to sup-
port the important work of organizations
across the country,” said Bob Mazzacone,
owner of Designing Men. “I am excited that
we are able to provide yet another opportu-
nity to raise funds for our community.”

Kelso will be appearing Saturday, January
11" at three places in Milwaukee:

e Designing Men, 1200 S. 1™ Street, from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m_;

e This Is It, 418 E. Wells Street, from
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;

e Mama Roux, 1875 N. Humboldt, from
11:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.

At each of the three locations, Kelso will
be signing his calendars, posters, videos,
CD-Roms and cards. These items will be

Its wood and brick construction
was not fire resistant. The building had pas-
sed all Building and Fire inspections. The
only violation found by City Inspeciors was
a missing address sign.

A Devastated Comm unity

The loss has devastated the small tight-
knit Gay conumunity in what is known as
“The Twin Ports Area” of Superior, Wis-
consin and Duluth, Minnesota. Those two
ciies have a combined population of
around 120,000 people. Many if not most
area Gays and Lesbians came out of the
closet at the Main Club.

“When there was no place else to go, there
was the Main Club,” said one patron, “We
called it home because that’s what it was for
most of us. I’ve lost my home.”

Please See Main Club Page 20

i

Steve Kelso
available for sale in all three locations.

In addition, Mazzacone, said, there will be
tents set up to protect over-flow crowds
from inclement weather.

For five dollars, attendees can also have
their polariod photo taken with Kelso. The
photography is being done by Wauker pho-
tography of Milwaukee which is donating
its services for the benefit.

A highlight of the Milwaukee tour will be
the “$1 Raffle” featuring a grand prize by
Colt Studios of a complete Steve Kelso col-
lection, all autographed. The winner need
not be present to win.

All Proceeds will benefit the Cream Cily
Foundation.

For more information, call Designing Men
at (414) 389-1200.
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State Court Reverses Decision on Gay Conduct

Seattle, WA-AP- Ordering a Gay father not to display affection with a partner in front of
his four children was going too far, a state appellate panel has ruled in overturning portions
of a Whatcom County Superior Court decision.

“"We hold that the trial court erred by restricting Ward (Wicklund)'s conduct based on his
sexual orientation,” said a December 23", ruling from the state Court of Appeals’ Division 1
bench.

“The evidence showed only that the children experienced difficulty adjusting after their
parents’ separation,” three justices wrote. " But where the only harm is adjustment, the rem-
edy is counseling, not restrictions on the parents' lifestyle in terms of sexual orientation.”

The appellate judges found the trial court had abused its discretion by restricting parental
rights on grounds of sexual orientation. There was no evidence that Wicklund behaved in-
appropriately in front of his children, they noted.

Arizona Seeks to Ban Gay Campus Clubs

Phoenix, AZ-AP- Stale lawmakers past and present are proposing legislation to ban Gay
organizations from high school and university campuses.

Under a plan patterned after Utah legislation, the Arizona Board of Regents would be re-
quired to bar any group that encourages “‘criminal or delinquent behavior" or “"involves
human sexuality.”

School boards would be required to keep such organizations from meeting or having fac-
ulty sponsors.

Under a second proposal, sodomy would be raised from a misdemeanor to a felony.

Rep.-elect Karen Johnson, R-Mesa, one of the supporters of the proposals, said she has a
problem with having tax dollars in effect sponsoring such groups.

“They (Gays) “"want to sodomize, and | don't want them recruiting (on campuses) for
that,” Johnson said. "'l can work with a homosexual person ... on other issues, but when it
comes Lo that issue [ have my feelings."

Gay activist Charles Jamison said of Johnson, “She’s so stupid she ought to be ashamed
of getting up in the moming.”

Woman Guilty of Killing Lover

Charles Town, WVA-AP- A jury rejected the claims of a Jefferson County woman who
said her former Lesbian lover wanted to die because of a failed relationship with a man,
convicting her of first-degree murder.

The jury initially deadlocked Monday, then returned 10 minutes later with the guilty ver-
dict against Barbara Jean Milbum, 47, in the 1995 shooting of Judy Jenkins.

Milbum also was convicted of second-degree arson and two counts of giving police false
information. Authorities say she set fire to a barn on Jenkins' property to throw investigators
off track.

Authorities said Milburn confessed to the killing, telling them she first fired at Jenkins as
she lay sleeping. Milburn then fired two shots more through the window of Jenkins' trailer
after realizing the woman was not dead, they said.

In that confession, Milbumn said the slaying a mercy killing.

She told authorities Jenkins wanted to die because her affair with Johnson Lykens, 70, of
Charles Town, had failed. Lykens has since moved to Florida.

Authorities said the two. women, had a longstanding romantic relationship that fell apart
when Jenkins, 51; began seeing ‘Lykens. LNy -SNa A s

Milburn's 15-year-old foster son also has been charged with murder, Police say he con-
fessed to firing one of the shots at Jenkins.

AIDS Spreading in India

New Delhi, India-AP- AIDS is spreading in India despite efforts to teach people how to
avoid the disease, a news agency reported.

Of 5,300 people studied during a three-year period, 10.2 percent of those who tested
negative for the HIV virus that causes AIDS tested positive after a year, despite counseling
they had received, Press Trust of India news agency reported Sunday.

The news agency cited the National AIDS Research Institute, which conducted the study
that appeared in the current issue of the Indian Journal of Medical Research. The study in-
cluded people who attended clinics specializing in sexually transmitted diseases.

Groups working in AIDS education in India say the country of nearly 1 billion has Asia's

worst AIDS epidemic, with 1 million or more HIV cases.

Israel’s President Apologizes to Gays

Jerusalem-AP- Israeli President Ezer Weizman apologized to Gays and Lesbians for his
statements about homosexuality that prompted calls for his resignation, his chief aide said,

The outspoken president told high school students that homosexuality *'disgusted” him
and was ""completely deviant." He added that "like alcoholism, I don't think we need to en-
courage it or say it is something wonderful."

The remarks drew harsh criticism, Liberal parliament members called for Weizman's
resignation, and several hundred people held a candlelight demonstration outside the presi-
dent's home Saturday night in protest.

Weizman met with about 10 representatives from Gay and Lesbian groups. ""He asked to
apologize for any public statement that might have offended anyone," said Arieh Shumer,
Weizman's spokesman. .

Liberal Meretz Party leader Yossi Sarid, who mediated the 90-minute meeting, told Israel
TV that Weizman's comments amounted to “'incitement” against homosexuals. “'He has
caused a call for discrimination,” he said.

Tal Yaros Hakak, a Gay rights activist, said while Weizman's retraction was a good sign,
"his biased comments were representative of a homophobic society.”

In Israel, consenting adults have the right to engage in homosexual relations and, under a
landmark Supreme Court ruling in 1994, to get married. But many Gays complain society
still lags behind the West in accepting them.

The 73-year-old Weizman, who plays a largely ceremonial but high-profile role, fre-
quently courts controversy with his off-the-cuff pronouncements. A former air force com-
mander, he outraged feminists by suggesting women were unfit for combat. Last year he
conceded that "perhaps" he was a chauvinist.

Gay Civil Rights On Maine’s Agenda

Augusta, ME-AP- Women's advocates, lobstermen and businesses that were just granted
tax breaks will be watching the Maine Legislature carefully in the months ahead.

So will homosexuals, southem Maine commuters, video-gambling fans and advocates for
the mentally ill.

Bills directly affecting these groups and dozens more will be considered during the ses-
sion that begins in earnest January 7. Lawmakers will revisit some recent issues and deal
with some that keep coming back, such as abortion and Gay rights.

Democrats, who hold the majority in the House and Senate, will be setting the agenda,

Gay civil rights are certain to be debated.

Lawmakers will likely be obliged to send to voters a citizen initiative to ban same-sex
marriages in Maine and bar the state from recognizing Gay and Lesbian marriages per-
formed in other states.

That issue could give extra volume to a related, but distinct, debate over whether to grant
Lesbians and Gay men full protections from discrimination in employment, housing, credit
and public accommodations,

A similar "' Gay rights" act was passed by the House and Senate in 1993, only to be ve-
tioe(i by then-Gov. John McKeman. King has said he would sign such a bill if it reaches his

esk.

Half Million Brazilians Infected With HIV
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil-AP- Half a million Brazilians are infected with the AIDS virus,
and millions more are at high risk of contracting the incurable ailment, a federal study re-
orted.
’ The Health Ministry study is Brazil's first official attempt to seek an estimate of HIV-
infected residents. Many had doubted the government's prior number of 94,997, Vi
The teport by the National Program for Transmissible Diseases/AIDS said 27 million
Brazilians are at high risk to contract AIDS, and another 36 million are considered to be at
a medium risk.
1t said Brazil could have 7.5 million AIDS victims in the next decade.
“If we are going to combat this epidemic, we have to do it now," said Pedro Chequer, 2
health ministry official. o )y el '
Chegquer said the Health Ministry would spend $300 million next year, distributing medi-
cine and 250 million condoms and bringing AIDS awareness campaigns to the urban
shums, where the disease is most rampant.
Last Month, Brazil became one of the few countries to offer a promising AIDS drug free
to those who need it. The drug can cost as much as $12,000 a year per patient.

Judge Endorses Gay Benefits Plan :

Denver, CO-AP- A Denver judge on Thursday endorsed Denver's plan to provide bene-
fits to partners of homosexual employees, rejecting claims that the city improperly redefined
the role of **family" and "'marriage." _ )

Denver residents Paul Schaefer and Irene Tader had sought to block the benefits, saying
the use of tax dollars for the benefit of homosexual partners was illegal. N

Their attorney, James Rouse, said the state, not Denver, should determine the definition of
a family and a marriage. And by creating benefits for the same-sex partners—a class called
“spousal equivalents” _ the city usurped that state function and violated the law.

But Denver District Judge Larry Naves said the city ordinance providing the benefits
**doesn't even attempt to define what a family or marriage is, but simply extends the bene-
fits" to additional people. ¢

Forty-six people have signed up for the benefits, which began January 1. The program
was set up by city officials this year.

Schmitz Files Appeal of Murder Conviction

Pontiac, MI-AP- A suburban Detroit man has appealed his conviction in the death of a
fellow "’ Jenny Jones Show" guest. Attommey James Bu:dxl'g:k said he filed the notice of appeal
on Jonathan Schmitz's behalf Wednesday, December 18~ ; _

Schmitz, 26, was sentenced to 25 to 50 years in prison December 4 in the shotgun slaying
of Scott Amedure, 32. Three days earlier, on March 6, 1995, both men appeared on a
" Jenny Jones" taping in which Amedure told the audience about his homosexual fantasies
involving Schmitz,

An Oakland County jury found Schmitz guilty November 12 of second-degree murder,
vindicating the defense's strategy that painted Schmitz as an emotionally unstable man who
was victimized by talk-show ambush interview tactics. ’ hrtine _

Circuit Judge Francis X. O'Brien could have sentenced Schmitz to life in prison. Burdick
said, however, that he believed the sentence Schmitz did receive was too harsh.

"1 think the sentence was excessive and based in no small measure on the judge’s anger
at me for trying to get him recused,” Burdick told The Oakland Press. ~That's the only
thing that explains a sentence so high." _

O'Brien also made a ‘'terrible mistake” by not instructing the jury that an argument by
Assistant Prosecutor Roman Kalytiak was improper, Burdick said. Kalytiak told jurors to
convict Schmitz out of their civic duty. _ _

Burdick also said the judge erred by permitting the jury to hear the 911 tape in which
Schmitz reported the shooting. That tape only inflamed jurors' emotions, he said.

Prosecutors said they doubted the appeal would succeed.

WISCONSIN AIDS
RESEARCH CONSORTIUM

HIV THERAPY TRIALS
OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT

Wisconsin AIDS Research Consortium (WARC) is currently enrolling
individuals with HIV/AIDS for participation in three trials of research
drug therapies. These trials may advance scientific knowledge and future
treatment of other individuals with HIV/AIDS.

TRIAL NO. 1- REMUNE™
REMUNE™ js an experimental treatment intended to boost the body’s natural immune
response against HIV. In Phase I and II studies, REMUNE has so far been found safe and
well-tolerated. The study compares the responses of individuals having equal chances of
receiving REMUNE or placebo by injection every 12 weeks for up to 3 years.

ELIGIBILITY - If you are over 18 years of age, HIV positive, have a CD4+ count of
300-549, have had no prior investigational vaccine or immune-based therapy treatment
and no changes in antiretroviral drugs or doses within the past 30 days, and have no
history of or current AIDS-defining conditions except for Kaposi's Sarcoma, you may be
eligible for this study.

TRIAL NO. 2 - DELAVIRDINE
This is a double-blind, randomized study. The study compares the responses of indivi-
duals taking varied doses of Delavirdine (DLV) and AZT, AZT and 3TC or a
combination of DLV, AZT & 3TC.

ELIGIBILITY - If you are 14 years of age or older, HIV positive, have a CD4 count
greater than 200 but less than 500, and haven’t been on AZT more than 6 months, you
may qualify for this study.

TRIAL NO. 3 -

STAVUDINE PLUS DIDANOSINE
This is an open-label study of the safety and biological effects of Stavudine (d4T) taken
in combination with Didanosine (ddl) in HIV positive patients who have had prior
therapy with AZT.

ELIGIBILITY - If you are over 18 years of age, HIV positive, have a CD4 count
between 100 and 500 and have taken AZT as single drug therapy for more than 3 months,
you may qualify for this study.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ENROLLING IN THESE
TRIALS, PLEASE CALL ARCW AT 414-225-1578.

AR

WISCONSIN AIDS RESEARCH CONSORTIUM 1S A SERVICE AGENCY OF
N F 5

THE AIDS RESOURCE CENTER OF WISCONSIN, INC. (ARCW)




Wisconsin’s Largest HIV/AIDS Library
Serves State-Wide Need for Information

Milwaukee, January 1997 -- How many
cases of AIDS have been reported in Wis-
consin? What are the side effects of those
highly publicized new drugs used in HIV
and AIDS treatment? Are these drugs effec-
tive? Where can I be tested for HIV/AIDS?
What is the federal allocation for research in
this area? I'm writing a paper on AIDS for
my social science class, can you help me find
books or articles on this topic?

These are typical of the questions that the
Wisconsin AIDS Library fields every day.
Some of the questions arrive via telephone.
Others by letter. And some on e-mail. Most
are from people who just drop in. All are an-
swered---some immediately, others after a
search of library resources or after telephone
calls or computer searches,

"Thanks to technology, we can answer
questions or help people find information via
e-mail anywhere statewide," said librarian
Kathy Busch.

The Wisconsin AIDS Library e-mail num-
ber is kbusch@execpe.com.

"It would be wonderful if more people
utilized this option for getting HIV/AIDS
information from the library."

The Wisconsin AIDS Library occupies a
sunny room at the AIDS Resource Center of
Wisconsin, Inc. (ARCW) in downtown Mil-
waukee. The building also is the home of the
Milwaukee AIDS Project (MAP).

Many visitors to the library are amazed to
find that, in the course of a relatively few
years, so many print and video resources are
available on the broad topic of HIV/AIDS.
These range from books, videos and scien-
tific journals, to pamphlets and newspaper
clippings, to statistical and research mfor-
mation,

The book section attracts browsers, with
topics ranging from public policy and medi-
cal treatment to personal stories by people
with AIDS,

Many of the resources are targeted to the
medical and scientific communities; others
are aimed at such groups as teens, children
and people of diverse cultures. Several are in
Spanish. The library distributes about 26,000
items each year.

This is a library anxious to distribute in-
formation on HIV/AIDS. Anyone can take
out a book or video for two weeks at no
charge. There's no fine if you're late in re-
turning something.

An organization that takes out a video is
asked for a $10 donation, but this, too, is
waived if the organization's financ e
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“Time” Chooses
AIDS Researcher,
David Ho, as
‘Man of the Year’

New York, NY--Time magazine's 1996
Man of the Year is AIDS researcher Dr.
David Ho, who pioneered a treatment for
HIV infection that has shown promise in
beating back the deadly disease,

Ho, scientific director of the Aaron Dia-
mond AIDS Research Center in New York,
has fundamentally changed the approach to
combating the AIDS virus, Time said in its
December 30, year-ending issue.

Ho, a 44-year-old father of three, used a
“cocktail" of antiviral drugs to combat the
AIDS-causing virus, HIV, in early stages of
infection. His work included using protease
inhibitors to help clarify how HIV over-
whelms the body’s immune system, insights
that helped treatment research focus on early
stages of infection instead of later terms of
the iliness,

Ho ""did not make the most headlines, but
he helped make history," the magazine said.

The cost of Ho's "'cocktail" treatment--up
to $20,000 a year--puts it beyond the reach
of all but the best-insured patients. And Ho
himself said he has only begun an experi-
ment that might help a small group of men
in the first three months of infection.

Stll, Time said his work ''might, just
might, lead to a cure.”

In 1996, 3.1 million people became HIV-
infected, bringing the worldwide total to
22.6 million people living with HIV or
AIDS, according to the United Nations.

Ho was born in Taiwan. His family moved
to Los Angeles when he was 12,

tight.

g}lilowever, while the library is not stringent
in its rules, its funding is tight and therefore
respect for the materials is key to future suc-
cess,

College students writing papers regularly
request searches on computer data bases.
Online searches are done by librarian Kathy
Busch or a trained volunteer. There's a $3
charge for a computer search, plus 10 cents a
page for copying the results. '

Clients of MAP and of similar organiza-
tions around the state are other frequent li-
brary users, as are their families, profession-
als 1n various medical, social service and
criminal justice fields, students and teachers,
and church groups.

Businesses offering AIDS awareness pro-
grams also use the library. Other heavy users
are staff members of Wisconsin AIDS serv-
ice organizations.

- "People so badly need and want informa-
tion," Busch says. "People who have HIV
need it. People who are in preventive services
want it. They may not be able to find this
information elsewhere."

"We have medical information, as well as
information on alternative therapies and
health maintenance,” Busch adds. "People
can come here and learn about relaxation and
medication and nutrition. Drug information
comes in daily. I get reports from the Centers
for Disease Control every day."

Since she has access to the mosl current
information, she sometimes gets calls from
medical librarians. Her own pharmacist has
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called with a question about new drug thera-
pies.

The library, like the agency itself, was
started by volunteers in the mid 1980s. "One
of the volunteers decided we needed to have
some material about AIDS, so we got a few
subscriptions,” Busch said.

From that tiny beginning, the library has
grown to include subscriptions to 50 periodi-
cals, a wall of books, another wall of journals
and other periodicals, a clipping file, statisti-
cal and other information for use by profes-
sionals who deal with HIV and AIDS issues,
more than 50 videos and shelves full of pam-
phlets and brochures.

Pamphlets, like the rest of the library's
materials, cover a gamut of topics and some
are targeted to specific groups. They're free,
excepl for large orders. A directory of library
resources, including pamphlets and videos, is
available.

Busch especially enjoys helping students
who come to the library for materials they
can use in writing papers relating to
HIV/AIDS. The students range all the way
from grade school to graduate school. On one
recent day, a nursing student dropped in to
request a computer search for articles he
could use for a paper about AIDS in preg-
nancy.

High school students are more likely to ask
for materials on the causes and prevention of
HIV/AIDS.

Six volunteers work with Busch, along
with graduate student interns from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of
Library and Information Science, where
Busch earned her degree.

The Wisconsin AIDSLine, a statewide
service staffed by volunteers, operates out of
an adjoining room, and the two services often

forward calls to each other. The AIDSLine
phone number is 800-334-AIDS.

The library, funded by the state because it
is the largest source for HIV/AIDS informa-
tion in Wisconsin, is open every weekday.
For location, hours and other information,
call (414) 225-1539.

Madison Man Be-
comes Operations
Manager of

“Drummer”

Madison—Robert Davolt, a founder of the
Madison Unicomn Leather Club and the 1994
winner of the Wisconsin Levi/Leather Daddy
Contest, has been appointed as the US Op-
erations Manager for Drummer Magazine,

Davolt will be responsible for supervising
the production of the monthly magazine, a
photo and classified ad quarterly called
Tough Customers and the company’s various
special publications.

Drummer Magazine is the leading men'’s
leather and S/M magazine. In includes erotic
fiction and images as well as articles on
safety, techniques, fetishes, travel and com-
munity news. Drummer has over 75,000
readers and is available at many Wisconsin
leather bars and shops.

Davolt who will be based out of the
Drummer offices in San Francisco has been
myolved in design, writing and publishing for
most of the past 25 vears.

Editors note: Look for some very inter-
esting travel articles written by Robert to be
run in this section in the near future.

—

provide
patient services.

Northwestern Mutual Life is proud to recognize
Richard Strong for his volunteer work by donating
$5,000 to the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin.

Richard Strong— A Northwestern Mutual
Employee Who Knows the Importance
of Investing in the Future.

Like the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, for instance.

Dioug Nelson (left), Executive Director of the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, with Richard Strong,
Northwestern Mutual Life,

Richard Strong’s involvement with the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin has raised a lot
of money and awareness of AIDS/HIV issues over the last five years. For the 1996 AIDS
Walk, Strong served as co-chairman of outreach, recruiting as well as organizing and
facilitating meetings to increase awareness of the event. During the four months
preceding the walk, he volunteered about 30 hours per week. He also coordinated
Northwestern Mutual’s “Team for Life,” comprised of 102 walkers and 55 volunteers.
His efforts paid off on September 22, when 12,600
walkers raised over $1 million for agencies that
AlIDS-related

education, research and

Nt

The Quiet Company*®

11996 The Northwestern Mutual Life

Insurance Co., Milwaukee, Wl
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Editorial

“Time Magazine’s” Man of the Year

Time Magazine’s naming Dr. David Ho as Man of the Year is highly encouraging. It
brings HIV research and the pandemic itself into national prominence.

What is equally, if not more encouraging, is the fact that so many people with HIV/AIDS
are being given hope and a renewed lease on life with the new combination therapies.

All that being said, there is a downside.

AIDS is growing throughout the world. In Affica, for example, the disease is out of con-
trol, while Asia is a time bomb about to go off. The new therapies are extremely expensive,
far out of reach of those in developing countries. Even in this country, the cost is going to be
a heavy burden on individuals and the public purse.

AIDS is still with us—and will be for the foreseeable future. Therefore, amidst the ex-
citement, we think that a strong note of caution is in order. The new “drug cocktails” are
no cure. The protease inhibitors may show us that the virus is not invincible, but they do not
cure anyone of HIV.

People cannot forget condoms,

We cannot stop worrying about AIDS, not for a second.

There seems to be some opinion out there that “everyone knows about AIDS.” This is not
a fact. It is an assumption and we cannot rely on it. We must redouble our efforts to educate
people—both young and old—about the disease and how it is prevented.

The Gay community has given and given again and again over the years to the fight
against AIDS. We must not slacken. We must continue with our efforts. We cannot let
apathy overcome. We cannot say, “Oh, well, the new therapies show light at the end of the
tunnel, so we can ease off.” We cannot do that, We dare not.

We cannot say, “Well, the agencies dealing with HIV/AIDS have all the money and vol-
unteer help they need.” They do not have nearly enough of either. Those of us who can must
continue Lo give.

We must continue to strongly advocate increased government funding for AIDS. We
know that there are those political leaders who think that the already burdened ayers
and property owners should not be asked to foot the bill. We understand the thinking in this
regard, but we consider it wrong.

AIDS is a very expensive disease, both in time and money (not to mention the untold
wastage of human resources). Better that the taxpayers and property owners pay for educa-
tion and prevention. It's cheaper in the long-run.

We must continue with our efforts at HIV prevention. We strongly advocate needle ex-
changes. Study after study has shown that needle exchange programs do nol encourage
drug use. The same studies have demonstrated the effectiveness of needle exchange pro-
grams in preventing HIV and its spread. Not to fully fund needle exchange programs is
short-sighted and wrong-headed.

We think that everyone should practice safer sex and strongly encourage others to do the
same,

We think it is also @ “must” to encourage dating among our youth and committed, mo-
nogamous relationships for same-sex couples.

Dr. Ho's work and the work of others in fighting this disease is not to be denigrated or
denied. Dr. Ho and his colleagues have given us hope. But it should be hope, not false op-
timism, the kind that would have us let down our guard.

Editor’s Note

Sts. Sergius and Bacchus

By Terry Boughner

Recently a friend in Madison sent me a
mailing he’d received. It was a lengthy letter
from the Alliance Defense Fund soliciting
money to help the Right Wing ministers
who run it “reverse America’s slide into
moral anarchy.”

1 always read these sorts of things with a
profound disgust at the bigotry the retail in
the name of a God they obviously don’t
know very well. But 1 have a wry amuse-
ment too, at the sheer ignorance of whoever
writes them,

For example, the writer of this one says

~America’s founders were Christians.” Oh,
really?

Some of the founders were Christians.
Others, like Thomas Jefferson, were nol, at
least not in the sense that Dr. D. James
Kennedy or Don Wildmon would under-
stand the term. These two men of the
cloth—and others like them—should get a
book on the Enlightenment and read it.

Nor did the founders establish a
“Christian nation” as this and other of these
letters assert. There is no state religion. The
founders were well aware of the tyranny of
state-backed churches and wanted none of

Urgent
Open Letter From Rep. Tammy Baldwin

I am writing because you are concemned about the equal rights of all citizens, and in
particular the rights of Gay men and Lesbians. In December, we celebrated the wonderful
news that a trial court in Hawaii ruled that Gay and Lesbian couples in Hawaii can marry.
That ruling is now on appeal to the Hawaiian Supreme Court. It is anticipated that the
Court will take a year to consider the case. It is also anticipated that we will win the ap-
peal! The State of Hawaii will not be permitting same-sex couple to marry until the State

Supreme Court 1ssues its ruling,

In the wake of that great news has come an expected backlash from those who oppose
our right to marry. Here in the State of Wisconsin, the backlash has come in the form of
proposed legislation aimed at barring recognition of same-sex marriages. Two separate
proposals will be introduced in the 1997-1998 session of the legislature.

One proposal offered by State Rep. Lorraine Seratti changes states law to bar recogni-

tion of same-sex marriages. -

The other proposal offered by Senator Scott Fitzgerald aims to amend our state consti-
tution to ban same-sex marriages. Lorraine Seratt is already inviting other legislators to

join in her efforts.

[ 'will be offering legislation to legally recognize same-sex marriages in Wisconsin. [ am
doing so in order to promote a fair and balanced debate on the issue.

I am writing to ask your help in fighting these two anti-G
aging support for same-sex marriages in Wisconsin. -

I will need help from citizens across the state. Legislators are highly influenced by
communications from the people they represent. Please contact your State Representative
and your State Senator and encourage your friends, relatives and co-workers to do the

same.

You can contact them by phone, in writing, by email or in person. If you do not know
who your State Representative 1s, you can find out by calling the toll free legislative hot-
line at 1-800-362-9472. You can leave a message for your Representative and Senator
through the hotline. You can also contact your legislators anonymously if you need to.

Please let your legislators know that you support marriage rights for Gay and Lesbian
citizens. Ask them net to sign on to anti-Gay legislation. If at all possible, | would appre-
ciate hearing the results of your lobbying. That way I will know which of my colleagues is

willing to help.

The 1997-"98 legislative session will run from January, 1997 through the late spring or
early summer of 1998. That means that we will have to fight these anti-Gay bills for a

long time.

It is possible that any of these bills could be scheduled for public hearing later in the
session. If that happens, it will be vital that many Gay and Lesbian individuals and
uples, as well as many allies of the Gay community, come to Madison to testify.
Public hearings are ofien scheduled on short notice. I will do my best to let you know

co

if hearings are scheduled.
Now is the time to act!

sals and in encour-

that here. Jefferson and others said that in
their writings often enough.

Instead, what they wanted—and hoped to
have—was a country where people lived in
liberty, a condition defined by law. Every-
one was to be equal before the law and eve-
ryone was to have equal access to the law.

At the time, (the late 18" century), the
founders did not mean African-Americans
or women, but only white men. Neverthe-
less, the principles of liberty and equality
had been established and had to be fulfilled.

That fulfillment is not accomplished yet.
Perhaps it never will be completely, but the
ideal is there and is still as strong as ever.

The ideal of equality applies every area of
life, including marriage. _

Were marriage solely a religious function,
the state would have no say in it. But mar-
riage has not been relegated only to the
churches. The state of being married has le-
gal aspects to it. Therefore, by the ideal of
equality under the law on which this country
was founded, same-sex couples have as
much right to access these laws as anyone
else.

I would say to these ministers, “If you
have certain rights under the laws, then I
want them too. No religion is sufficient, no
god is enough to deny me equality under the

law.”
Yuri and Robb

On December 21", Yuri and Robb
plighted their troth in a ceremony of love
and commitment to each other. They are a
loving couple. You can see that in their eyes
when they look at each other. It’s beautiful.
It’s like each was to the other, a rose to be
treated with wonder and delight.

To say that the love that Yuri and Robb
have for each other does not unite them is
silly. To deny them as a couple the same le-
gal rights that different-sex couple have is a
travesty of the ideal of equality that makes
America so nearly unique.

Wisconsin Anti-Gay Laws

State Rep. Lomain Seratti and State
Senator Scott Fitzgerald intend to introduce
legislation in the coming session that would
deny recognition to same-sex marriages.
What these two are doing is trying to pre-
vent equal access (o the laws. As far as I'm
concerned, they are trying to do this because
1) they don’t know or understand the prin-
ciples upon which this country is based; or
2) they're homophobes.

I would apply this reasoning to all those
who support them.

The point of fact is that this country is a
country of inclusion. Exclusion must be for-
eign to us, If it is not, we betray the very
ideals that America promulgates to the
waorld.

We cannot say, “Well, yes, all are equal.
It’s just that here in Wisconsin, some are
more equal than others.” (to paraphrase
0rwell=)

If certain churches don’t want to marry
same-sex couples, so be it. Let them believe
what they want (six impossible things be-
fore breakfast, if that suits them). But the
people in those church have no right, abso-
lutely no right, to deny me, or anyone, equal
access to the law.

Sts. Sergius and Baachus

Among the many Christmas cards Jerry
and I received, there was one that [ will save
and put on my wall. (Thanks, Pat.)

On the front was a picture done in ico-
nographic style of two very good looking
young men. They stand arm in arm, looking
at each other with loving, sad doe eyes.

The card identifies them as Saints Sergius
and Bacchus. They were two 4™ century
Roman legionaries who, as history records,
were lovers, Christians and, according to
one source, were married in the church tc
each other.

As Christians, they refused to sacrifice 1
pagan gods. They were arrested, separated
and tortured. Bacchus died first.

According to the story, when Sergius de-
spaired, Baachus appeared to him and teld
him to persevere; that in Heaven they would
be reunited and live forever in God’s light.

As martyrs, they were canonized, the only
two Gay saints, so far as I know. _

When I got that card, I thought of Yuri
and Robb, of Todd and Mark, of all the
Lesbian and Gay couples who I know. Like
Sergius and Baachus, they are all icons o
love. And, like the two saints, they are
martyrs to it as well.

To say that two members of the same sex
can’t love each other is stupid. _

To deny same-sex couples legal rights is a
perversion.
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Caution

The fact that someone’s name appears in
this paper in no way implies sexual orien-
tation.
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Action Wisconsin
Meeting

On January 18, 1997, the Action Wis-
consin Board of Directors will convene its
monthly meeting at the Northwest Wis-
consin AIDS Project located at 505
Dewey St, S., Suite 107, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin at 2:00 pm. All interested
people are invited to attend and contribute
to the visibility of the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual and Transgendered community in
this state.

For more information, contact Action
Wisconsin, P.O. Box 342, Madison, WI
53701, or call (608) 242-9781.

Action Wisconsin needs members, vol-
unteers and additional Board members.
Contact them if you are interested in
working to improve the lives we have and

the lives we hope to live.
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Unlike the Old Days, Milwaukee Police Hit
the Streets with Training on LesBiGay Issues

By Sue Burke

More than half the Milwaukee police of-
ficers on active duty today — 1,200 men and
women -- have been trained on LesBiGay
issues by LesBiGay volunteers. During the
training, the officers can ask any questions
they want, examine their own stereotypes,
and consider how respond to situations in-
volving hate crimes, domestic violence, and
routine cases like apartment burglaries.

The training began as a result of a
mayor’s Commission on Police-Community
Relations created after the Jeffrey Dahmer
murders were discovered, said Karen
Gotzler, a training volunteer, co-chair of the
LesBiGayTrans Community Center Project,
and a board member the Human Rights
League (HRL). She headed a committee that
researched LesBiGayTrans issues, looked at
practices in other departments around the
country, conducted surveys, organized a
hearing, and finally submitted a 600-page
report to the commission offering proposals
on recruitment, hiring, training, and super-
vision of police officers,

"The mayor's commission adopted almost
all of our recommendations, probably 98
percent," Gotzler said. "They have not all
been put into practice, but one of the things
that did result was an entre, to go into the
Police Academy and present them with a
curriculum that we designed that addressed
awareness and professional issues related to
Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual citizens."

Training started in 1992 with the support
of the Lesbian Alliance of Metro Milwaukee
(LAMM) and HRL,

Has it made a difference? It has influ-
enced the department, according to Mary
Messerlie, one of the trainers and an active
member of LAMM and the Cream City
Foundation (CCF). The officers appreciate
the training, too. "We're invited back time
and time again," she said, "and we've gotten
high ratings from the recruits.”

Over the years, the training has become
less of a confrontation and more of a part-
nership, Messerlie said.

"We've changed from going in there and
pointing our fingers and saying Don't do
this' to saying, We'e here to give you the
kind of information you need to do the best
job possible,™ said Stephanie Hume, a HRL
board member who has been working as a
laison to the Police Department for four
years. These changes, she thinks, come from
a shift in societal attitudes, a growing belief
that discriminating on the basis of race or
sexual orientation or other attributes is un-
professional, and a growing education level
among police recruits. More of them are
college graduates. They already know the
words "faggot” or "bulldyke” aren't accept-
able.

These days, the recruits themselves know
more about LesBiGay people — enough to
help their fellow officers along, said Scott
D. Gunkel, co-chair of HRL and a member
of CCF. If a police recruit brings up a
stereotype, “theyll have other recruits
jumping all over them telling them it's not
true, that they know people personally or
have met people who are not in the stereo-
type, so they reinforce what we hope to
teach without us having to say i."

Because of that, Messerlie added, the
training had to be changed and made more
challenging. "These guys stepped up to the
plate, and we needed to bring them to the
next level."

Each session starts with the facilitators
introducing themselves, and the training
committee tries to have at least six to eight
facilitators at each session, as varied as pos-
sible in age, gender, experiences, cultural

backgrounds, jobs, and other areas. "That
shows them that we really are everywhere,"
Hume said.

The class, usually about 60 recruits,
breaks into small groups, each with a fa-
cilitator, to discuss in groups and later as a
class their beliefs about homosexuality.
"There's a certain novelty of a bunch of Gays
and Lesbians standing there and saying,
Ask anything you want," Messerlie said.
"And indeed they do. Time and time again
that is undoubtedly one of the most valuable
parts to the training."

They asked UWM student Tammy
Beyreis about coming out to her friends and
her experiences on campus. They asked
Margaret Flood, co-chair of HRL, if it was a
choice or innate to be Gay and Lesbian.
They asked Randy Neff when he knew he
was Gay, and "kind of blew up" when he
said he knew when he was five years old.
They ask about Gays and Lesbians as role
models and parents, Gunkel said.

Eventually, the recruits ask about Gay
and Lesbian attitudes toward the police, and
the training shifis focus, with videos and
handouts, to help them apply what they've
leamed.

"We focus on helping them to be able to
discriminate appropriately,” Neff said. "We
give them some situations to think about,
particularly helping them increase their sen-
sitivity to potential hate crimes and to gather
appropriate data to evaluate potential hate
crimes, but also not to overemphasize sex-
ual orientation when it's irrelevant.”

They also get a list of resources for coun-
seling, sexual assault services, and runaway
programs so if they encounter a Gay person
who needs help, they can suggest appropri-
ate help.

The training can't change attitudes, Hume
added. "What we say, though, is that there
are consequences to your behavior.," Un-
professional action on the job could result in
being fired or facing criminal charges. "The
days of beating people up and deciding who
was morally OK and who wasn't by the Po-
lice Department is not longer publicly ac-
ceptable,” she said.

Committee volunteers differ on how much
difference the training has made on the de-
partment. They know of a féw Lesbian offi-
cers, but no Gay men yet, who are out to
their co-workers or immediate supervisors.
Trained officers are rising through the
ranks, and top officers, such as former Chief
Philip Arreola, who attended PrideFest, are
sending a supportive message down the
ranks at the same time. Officers mun into
tramners at non-Gay events or business, and
see that Gays, Lesbians, and Bisexuals are
part of the regular citizenry.

The committee hopes to expand its work to
help with Milwaukee Police Department in-
service training and to train Milwaukee
County Sheriff's Department officers.

More volunteers to help with the training
would be welcome. Volunteers get instruc-
tion and must be able to attend the Police
Academy class sessions, which are held
during the day. The Academy usually has
two or three classes per year. The committee
especially needs volunteers who are male or
people of color,

Interested volunteers can call Hume at
(414) 549-4149 or contact LAMM or HRL,

Hume volunteers for the personal satis-
faction. "There's always one person in a
class that | feel is going to be a damn good
cop,” she said, "and [ feel good that I've had
a chance to work with that person, and I
know that person's going to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives when he or she hits
the streets.”

Employee Shifts At MAP Open Two New
Job Opportunities at the A.S.O.

Milwaukee -- As a new year begins, so
too do many new changes. The AIDS Re-
source Center of Wisconsin, Inc. (ARCW) is
no exception, Included in these changes are
career moves for Patrick Flaherty and Ro-
land Hoffmann who are both starting 1997
in new positions.

Hoffmann, who had been the special
events outreach coordinator, decided to pur-
sue the opportunity to work once again in the
travel industry, which included moving to
Chicago, [llinois.

Flaherty, who had been the special events
assistant at ARCW, has been promoted to
the public grants coordinator position,

With these two employee shifts, comes the
opportunity for two new individuals to work
for the Midwest's largest private, non-profit
AIDS service agency.

The two available positions of special
events assistant and special events outreach
coordinator are in the Special Events De-
partment. This department raises over $1.2
million dollars a year and reaches out to the

entire state of Wisconsin,

These positions offer a chance for personal
and professional growth while joining the
fight against HIV/AIDS and are key to the
success of ARCW events which include
AIDS Walk Wisconsin and the Make a
Promise dinner,

The special events assistant position is
responsible for providing professional sup-
port services for the Special Events Depart-
ment of ARCW. Duties and responsibilities
include, but are not limited to: coordinating
information systems, mailings, meeting no-
tices and committee records; maintain in-
kind donor records and mailing lists; main-
tain R.S.V.P. and ticket information; coordi-
nate third-party fundraising events; and su-
pervision of volunteers and intermns. You
must have computer skills already devel-
oped.

The special events outreach coordinator
is responsible for all outreach activities for
ARCW special events. Duties and responsi-
bilities include, but are not limited to: coor-
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Wedding Bells - The Kenwood Methodist Church in Milwaukee was the site of a Gay wedding on Saturday

December 21. The ceremony was followed by a wonderful reception at Just Us. Shown above L-R are
Groom/Bride Rob Gerpoltz, MCC Minister Ted Berg and Bride/Groom Yuri Keegstra. Rumor has it that they
are planning a honeymoon trip to the Caribbean (Don’t you just hate them for that!)

dinating all outreach activities relating to the
major ARCW special events. This includes
developing a strong team of volunteer out-
reach specialists who are responsible for
team building, ticket selling, special
event/prevention community outreach booths
and street outreach for all events. You will
also be responsible for enlisting, training
and supporting over 60 volunteers working
on special event outreach committees. The
special events outreach coordinator must
determine appropriate target markets, copr-
dinate all street outreach efforts and network
among corporate, school system, health care
field, politicians, salons, retailers, Gay and
Lesbian community, etc. to secure support
for ARCW events.

This position requires a bachelor's degree
with a minimum of two years experience in a
similar environment with skills gained in
marketing, resource development, planning,
sales and volunteer support. In addition,
strong organizational, excellent writing and
good communication skills are required.
Knowledge and sensitivity to HIV/AIDS and
related issues is necessary.

If you are interested in finding out more
information about either of these positions or
would like to apply, please call Chris Weid-
ner at (414) 225-1576.

ARCW is the Midwest’s largest private,
non-profit AIDS service agency dedicated
to the fight against the worsening AIDS epi-
demic through prevention, care, research
and advocacy.

DRUGS

Continued Page 1

3. Prions, or proteinaceous infectious par-
ticles, became hot research targets because
scientists suspect them of causing bovine
spongiform encephalopathy, or BSE, in
British cattle. BSE is thought to be related
to Creutzfeldi-Jakob disease, crippling neu-
rological disorder of humans. Discovery of
BSE in the cattle led to a ban in Europe of
British beef imports and prompted a $63.5
million research program into prions and
BSE.

4, Every major scientific publication and
thousands of researchers have moved into
cyberspace, using the computer internet to
exchange information and to publish new
findings.

5. Laser researchers made the first blue-
light laser from gallium-nitride semicon-
ductor chips, a development that could lead
to a quadrupling of information storage in
computer disks.

6. Researchers were able to form protein

- MAP Needs
Your Help

Milwaukee-- Volunteer opportunities
exist at the Milwaukee AIDS Project
(MAP) to provide support for people with
HIV/AIDS. Especially needed are evening
and weekend Gay and Lesbian bar out-
reach volunteers who are 21 or older and
have a car.

Other volunteers opportunities include:
* Daytime volunteers needed for the food

pantry;

* Daytime volunteers needed for transpor-
tation,

* Daytime volunteers needed for
vival/Revival resale shop;

*» Thursday evening volunteers needed for
completing agency administrative projects;
* Evening and weekend practical support
volunteers needed to help MAP consumers
with HIV/AIDS perform basic household
chores like doing the laundry or shoveling
Snow,

For more information, please call (414)
225-1556. Financial or large item dona-
tions are also needed for the Sur-
vival/Revival resale shop. To make a do-
nation to the resale shop, please call (414)
291-2856.

Sur-

crystals from the molecules that make up re-
ceptors on the surface of T lymphocytes.
This advance will help scientists design
drugs that will affect the way these immune
system cells respond to disease.

7. From 30 years of data, researchers con-
clude that the iron core of the Earth spins
slightly faster than the crust of the planet.
The difference is enough to give the core a
full turn ahead of the rest of the planet every
400 years.

8. European resedrchers have sequenced
12 million base pairs that contain the entire
6,000 gene pattern of baker's yeast. This
single cell fungi is a favorite research tool
for learning about the function of genes, in-
cluding some that animals and yeast have in
common,

9. Studies of animal embryos are helping
research find the proteins that cause cells to
differentiate into the appropriate organs.

10. Researchers in 1996 found new genes
that play in the programmed death of cells.
It is now clear that each cell has genes that
order the cell's suicide under certain condi-
tions and that failure of this function may
play a role in cancer.

Science is published by the American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science,
the largest organization of professional sci-
entists from all fields in the world,
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Gay Man With AIDS Court Case Could
Change The Way Americans Die

New York, NY- He had such hopes for
his death, such plans.

But now only George Kingsley's fears had
come true. He was dying slowly, on a soiled
maltress, in a dim, stinking, cr
apartment, surrounded by exhausted, bick-
ering relatives.

He had lived an orderly life and, after he
got AIDS, he had wanted an orderly death.
He had wished to go, he wrote, ""as swiftly
and painlessly as possible ... with people I
love around me helping to make my passing
easier and more dignified and meaningful "

So he made plans to overdose on pre-
scription drugs when his time came, and he
filed a lawsuit asserting his constitutional
right to physician-assisted suicide,

Two years later, that case could change
how Americans die. The Supreme Court
will hear arguments January 8 and issue a
decision by July.

George Kingsley died before his case went
to court, but he didn't have to die so badly.
He was a sophisticated, affluent New
Yorker who could have killed himself rela-
tively easily and quickly, as he had planned.

Since he did not, we must wonder if this
spokesman for assisted suicide would have
used the right if he had it. In the end, did
something else matter more? Reconcilia-
tion? Martyrdom? Revenge?

There is a mystery and complexity to
Kingsley's death the justices will not take
up, which is just as we]l. What the plaintiff
truly sought was a good death, and that is
something no court has the power to grant.

Not Going Gently

George Kingsley wanted to choose the
terms of death as he'd chosen those of life:
He left a Catholic preparatory seminary in
Chicago and attended the University of Illi-
nois, joined TWA so he could travel,
worked in publishing so he could live in
New York City,

There, he was cherished for his addiction
to detail, in the phone mail system he ran at
work and in the parties he threw at his stu-
dio apartment.

His guests were people like himself, Gay
men with respectable jobs. Everything was
well-planned: the guest list, the champagne
(Perrier Jouet), the lighting, the tape-
recorded music. The host doted on each ar-
rival, making sure he had an introduction
and a drink. _

But the parties ended in 1993 when King-
sley got AIDS He developed chronic fevers
and diarrhea. ' bvervlhmg hurt all the time,"
he would recall, "'24 hours a day." He felt
cold, tired, yet still dragged into work. He
was losing 2 or 3 pounds a day.

Kingsley thought of a friend with AIDS
who'd wanted to go to the Netherlands to
end his life legally with medical help, but
got too sick to travel.

““The sounds of his crying out in pain
echo in my memory,” he later wrote. 'l
wanted to kill him myself to put him out of
his misery. (But) both of us had to suffer to
the end. Such suffering for the living is ex-
hausting, and affects the quality of the living
person's life thereafter.”

Kingsley called Rodger McFarlane, an ex-
ecutive with several AIDS organizations
who had helped hasten the deaths of two
terminally ill relatives. It was 80 degrees
when they met outside the Empire Diner,
and Kingsley was wearing an overcoat.

"I want you to help me kill myself," he
said. George being George, he wanted to die
before the September rent was due.

‘McFarlane knew his friend wasn't ready to
die, but also knew not to argue. He outlined
what he called the “protocol:" go to the
doctor, get a prescription painkiller, but
don't take it all; then go back, ask for a more
powerful one, and again, save some. Keep
working up the pharmacological ladder,
without the doctor's explicit collaboration.

But first, see a doctor, McFarlane insisted.

The doctor diagnosed an intestinal para-
site, and Kingsley's condition stabilized. But
he still wanted to kill himself when the time
came.

In the spring of 1994, a year after his

Frontiers Schedule

* Jan.7—7:30 p.m. Activity planning
for February events,
* Jan. 11—7:00 p.m. Bridge for Eve-

ryone.

e Jan. 15—7:30 p.m. Film Circle
“Parting Glances.”

e Jan 21—7:30 p.m. Man to Man
Rap.

¢ Jan. 31—6:00 p.m. Dining out at
Greenbush bar & Grill, 914 Regent
Street.

For locations of functions and member-
ship information, please call David at
(608) 274-5959.

Frontiers is Madison’s Social Organi-
zation for Gay & Bisexual Men.

meeting with McFarlane, he told The New
York Times he had gathered the necessary
drugs.
Knowing he could commit suicide "has
made my every day better,” he said. "It has
diminished my horror—-as though 1 was
facing an enemy on a battleﬁeld stark na-
ked, and now I have armor."

A nght-to-dle group, Compassion in Dy-
ing, was seeking terminal patients to join
doctors in challenging state laws against
physician-assisted suicide. Kingsley knew it
probably was too late to help him, but read-
ily signed on. "I want to do as much as I
can for as many people as I can,” he said.

The suit was filed in July 1994. A phrase
in Kingsley's declaration stands out: "'l see
no point in putting my loved ones through
the emotional wringer of having to watch
me suffer for a prolonged period of time,
with nothing but the strangers who attend
patients in hospitals to meet my dwindling
abilities to perform my bodily functions."

He advocated his cause on television, and
spoke excitedly of it to friends. It gave
meaning to his suffering, they agreed.

By now he was the last survivor of the pa-
tient-plaintiffs. He was weak, pale, emaci-
ated; the gap between his neck and shirt
collar yawned like the jaws of death, He had
lost almost all sight in his left eye. His
medicines caused cramps and bloating; the
injections were excruciating.

He had stopped eating solid food. His
skin, once the joy and envy of his lovers,
was cracking like old paper. He had no im-
mune system to speak of.

On October 12, 1994, Kingsley's doctor
admitted him to Cabrini Medical Center. At
2:00 am., the patient left in what was
termed an 'unauthorized departure’--
against medical advice.

Rodger McFarlane found Kingsley at
home. He had walked out, he said, because
his meal tray wasn't delivered on time. But
you haven't had an appetite in months,
McFarlane thought. He made some soup.

“"What do you want to do, George?"
McFarlane asked. “"Call the doctor?" Begin
the suicide protocol?

“'I'm not that sick yet," Kingsley replied.
"'I'm going to stay here."

"“What are you going to do?"

di“l'll stay in bed and gel weaker. Then I'll

[ .

“"Who's going to take care of you?"

"I want my mother."

McFarlane was shocked at the change in
plan, Kingsley’s relationship with his
mother, Gladys Kamradt, 75, of Phoenix,
had been difficult. His homosexuality had
been a source of friction; one night, back in
Chicago, he'd been beaten up in the car by
his father. After that, he changed his name
to Kingsley.

The son reopened communication with his
parents before his father died, bul resent-
ment lingered, Kingsley's friends say. When
he'd tell his mother about a friend with
AIDS, she'd talk about shopping. He called
her “"Lady MacBeth" behind her back.

But now he phoned her and his younger
brother Jack, who lived near San Francisco
and was himself HIV-positive.

McFarlane was worried. George Kingsley
clearly was ready to die, but he suddenly
lacked a plan for doing so.

Instead of a neat suicide, the dying man
wanted a family reunion. But his was a
family with a history of emotional conflict
gilll'ld no training in caring for the terminally
11,

Did he hope to resolve old conflicts? To
make his mother witness his final suffering?
To become a martyr?

This much is clear: By calling his mother
and brother to New York, Kingsley created
the scenario he claimed to have feared most.
He was about to put his family through a
real “emotional wringer" a gruesome,
three-week vigil in the apartment he once
filled with music and laughter.

Death and the Family

When Jack and Gladys Kamradt arrived at
66 Madison Ave. and rang the door of 8L, it
took several minutes for the resident to an-
swer the door. They were shocked: George
looked like he weighed 70 pounds.

The next day, Jack offered him a liquid
dictary supplement. George took a sip, said

“Yuck!” and pushed the glass away. He
never ale again, never drank more than a
few sips of Hi-C through a straw, never took
his medicines.

Jack called Leonard, the oldest of the
three brothers, in Arizona: '"You better get
here. He's going fast." When Leonard ar-
rived and saw George's condition, he asked,

“"What do we do?"

Jack handed him two $20 bills, gave di-
rections to a liquor store and said fo come

back with two bottles of cognac.
That was how Jack coped: “'I'd sit and
start and feel bad for myself. ... I

couldn't even look at my brother without

being half in the bag."

His relatives say they will never forget the
last time George got out of bed. He col-
lapsed en route to the bathroom, diarrhea
nunning down his leg.

Gladys screamed, thinking it was blood;
Jack lifted George and passed him to Leon-
ard while he ran to get water to clean his
brother up.

Leonard dropped George on the floor, and
Gladys screamed. ' You're both worthless!"
Jack snapped. He threw threw a wet towel
at his mother, cursed, and yelled, 'Get me a
bucket of water!"

It took 90 minutes to move George back
up the ladder into his loft bed. The mattress
was soaked with urine and feces.

Later, McFarlane urged George to send
his family home and bring in nurses. **They
need to be here," he whispered. "'l have
things to say to them."

But he said little; he'd begun to receive
morphine suppositories for his pain, and the
world was fast receding. Gladys sat by his
side and held his hand. There was warmth,
but the old issues-- his pride, her prejudice--
went unspoken.

When Bill Silver, a friend, came to visit,
"George said ‘hello' and that was it," he
says. ' He just stared. He didn't look like
himself. He seemed totally out of it. I stayed
for an hour, and I'm not sure he recognized
me."

His relatives tried to make him comfort-
able. They brushed the chalky fungus that
had spread inside his mouth. They draped a
shower curtain around the bed to create a
private enclosure and covered the creaky
hardwood floors with throw rugs.

Jack brought George a leaf from Madison
Square Park to show the seasons were
changing. ““What else could we do?" he
as

ks.

Day after day, Jack stared at his own
probable fate. Gladys faced a mother's age-
old fear, a child who doesn't eat, but tried to
pretend all was well. Leonard withdrew,
shaken,

1 felt like pouring a bottle of morphine
down his throat,” says Jack. But there was
no sign his brother had squirreled away sui-
cide drugs. All he found was a well-
thumbed copy of the suicide guide Final
Exit.

Gladys slept on a small couch, her sons on
the floor, their rest disturbed by George's
moans. They ate in shifts at a greasy coffee
shop. Even when they went together, there
was little conversation and no mirth.

“'We were quarreling like people in a life-
boat," Jack says. He told his mother that if
she didn't leave, he would; exhausted, Gla-
dys flew home.

Jack says he told George, ""'It's the virus
that's doing this to you. Die and you'll get
back at the virus." George, he says, nodded.
“'He needed permission to die, and 1 gave

i”

The next evening, Wednesday, Novovem-
ber 10, Jack put on a tape he'd made of
soo-l.hmg music. "' put my arm around him,
stroking his beard. 1 said, 'How you doin',
pal?' He didn't look so good.” They listened
to “"Bridge Over Troubled Water."

Then e A. Kingsley, 48, stopped
breathing. His eyes stared at the ceiling,
Jack didnt know how to close them.,

A few days later, Jack sat at the airport
bar, a box with his brother's ashes on the
next stool. He drank one cognac after an-
other, "'until I was numb enough to get on
the plane."

The following month, a federal judge up-
held New York’s law against doctor-assisted
suicide. The plaintiffs’ lawyers said they
would appeal.

George always said he wanted a party in-
stead of a funeral, So the following spring,
Rodger McFarlane, his executor, used
money from his estate to buy a case of Per-
rier Jouet. About 20 of George's old guests
gathered to toast **a host extraordinaire."

Postlude

As George Kingsley had warned, a bad
death afflicts the living as much as the
dead--and longer.

Gladys Kamradt returned home disori-
ented, and lost the keys to her trailer.
Sht;:l.!y thereafter, she suffered a heart at-
tac

Jack, a heavy drinker to begin with, says
the vigil made him an alcoholic.

“'This was death over and over for 22
days,” he says. "'A family shouldn't have to
go through what we did. What's the point?"

The lawyers who argued George's case tell
reporters he had to starve himself to death
for lack of a legal altenative. But they got
their information from Jack, who concedes
George never said he was starving himself.

His mother believes her son was too sick
to eat, and Rodger McFarlane agrees. His
explanation seems most likely: George
Kingsley got too sick too fast, and lost the
will to eat or live or kill himself. His last
impulse was to reach out to his mother, for
whatever purpose.

Even at the end, he says, George didn't
have to starve himself: ""He knew plenty of

eople who'd kill him, people with good
awyers."

Was he a martyr to his cause? Or a victim
of the confusion and conflict that attend
death? Did he need a fatal dose of Seconal
or a good hospice?

McFarlane views his friend's death not as
an argument for assisted suicide, but as a
reminder of the perils of our final passage.

"At one point 1 thought, 'This is preity
damn close to what you didn't want,
George.' But in the end, people die the way
they're gonna die."

New AIDS Drugs Bring Fresh Hope to
Milton Man and His Wife

Janesville, WI-A Milton, Wisconsin
man who once lived every day thinking he
would be dead in six months has more hope
thanks to new AIDS medications.

1 feel alive again," Michael Johnson, 34,
said. "I didn't know how sick I was until |
got better. I think there were some days that
I got through on sheer willpower alone."

Johnson, who has AIDS, is well-known
for his talks on the terminal disease. He
napped often because he was tired, ached all
the time and always felt nauseous.

But five months ago, his doctor put him
on a combination of new AIDS medications.
The results are "‘nothing short of miracu-
lous," Michael says.

In 1991, Michael and his 32-year-old
wife, Sherie, tested positive for HIV. Mi-
chael contracted the disease from a former
girlfriend before he met his wife and then
unknowingly infected her. In the years
since, Michael and Sherie have crossed the
country, talking mostly to teen-agers about
the disease and how not to get it.

Now a second generation of powerful new
anti-AIDS drugs is giving them and mil-
lions of others like them dramatic new hope
for life.

Since the early 1980s, a diagnosis of HIV-
positive has been an automatic death sen-
tence, ‘which hangs over a million men,
women and children in America and 21
million worldwide.

For years, people with the disease had
only one drug option, AZT. Today, they
have nine, which can work in more than 100
different combinations. Mike is taking AZT
along with two new drugs approved by the
Food and Drug Administration within the
last year.

They are 3TC and saquinavir. Both attack
the AIDS yirus's capacity to replicate.

Six months ago, the number of virus cells
in Mike's blood far exceeded what doctors
consider life-threatening because of its abil-
ity to decimate the immune system. With
the new drug combination, the number of

HIV cells in his blood has fallen steadily, he
said.

1 have more hope than I've ever had,"
says Frank Graziano, the leading AIDS
doctor at University Hospital in Madison.

“This is a new era in the treatment of
AIDS, but we don't know where we're going
yet. It’s too early to talk about a cure."

He cautions that the powerful drugs are so
new that no one knows how long they will
keep working or if they can be taken for a
lifetime without dramatic side effects.

In several ongoing studies, patients who
started three-drug regimens early in the
course of infection still have undetectable
levels of HIV in their blood after a year or
more.

Sherie, whose disease is not as advanced
as Mike's, is considering asking her doctor
for a combination of powerful new drugs as
a preventive measure. But opinions are
mixed on whether to bring out the big guns
right away.

Whatever happens, the Johnsons say they
will ‘continue to live what they call "a npr-
mal life."

“Five years ago, | put so many limits on
myself because I didn't know what was go-
ing to happen. 1 thought every Christmas
could be my last," Sherie said.

""Now I do the same things that everyone
else does."

This year, she let Mike alone do most of
the educational talks, which support them
financially. And she pursued things that
she’s always wanted to do, including leamn-
ing how to ice-skate and tap dance and
watching over the buxldmg of their new
Mlllon house.

“'It's amazingly opmmsuc for people with
a terminal disease to be building a new
home, isn't it?" Mike says. **But you have to
ask yourself: "How can I live every day?
How can [ maximize every day?' All of our
lives are transitory. If people out there learn
anything from us, [ hope it is that their lives
are what they want them to be."
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Oakland, CA— Jeff Getty used to meas-

ure his strength by how far he could push
his AIDS-weakened body up a favorite
mountain trail. If he could reach the second
waterfall, that was good. The third was bet-
ter.

In June, six months after receiving a

transplant of baboon bone marrow, the for-
mer Waterford, Connecticut man headed
back to the 2,500-foot trail.

"l went all the way to the top of the

~ mountain. It blew me away," he said.

As he nears the anniversary of the De-

cember 14, 1995, transplant, Getty is cele-
brating “'the best year I've had in about 5
years." He's gained 15 pounds, lost his
chronic asthma, skin rashes and lung infec-
tions and built up rock-solid biceps.

But Getty is quick to point out his recov-

ery probably has little to do with the baboon
cells that prompted so much debate over the
moral and medical implications of cross-
species transp

lants.
Baboons don't get AIDS. The idea behind

the transplant was that the AIDS-resistant
baboon stem cells might take root in Getty's
bone mamrow to produce AIDS-fighting
immune-system cells,

That didn't happen. Baboon cells were

found in Getty's body for only two weeks
after the transplant.

Getty, who said he felt his breathing im-

prove "'the moment | walked away from the
radiation table"
mainly to the radiation phase of the treat-
ment and a new class of drugs called prote-
ase inhibitors that have revolutionized AIDS
freatment.

credits his tumaround

"“That's probably really what we've

learned here, We've learned that chemother-
apy and radiation which they feared would
... kill anybody with late stage AIDS was in
fact probably the most beneficial thing I've
done in 5 years," Getty said.

Skeptics say they're happy Getty is doing

well, but they doubt it has anything to do
with the transplant.

1 think it's very early days for this ap-

proach," said Dr. Thomas Merigan, director
of the Center for AIDS Research at Stanford
University. He believes protease inhibitors
should get most of the credit for Getty's re-
covery.

The doctors involved in the transplant did

One Year Later, No Sign of Baboon Cells,
But AIDS Patient is Thriving

not return calls for comment from The As-
sociated Press.

Dr. Steven Deeks, who pm‘ormed the
transplant at San Francisco General Hospi-
tal, told The Oakland Tribune he thinks
the radiation probably had a beneficial ef-
fect, and he plans to follow up with more re-
search,

His collaborator, Dr. Suzanne Ildstad, told
the newspaper she thinks baboon cells may
have briefly aftacked the virus or "taught”
Getty's own immune cells how to fight HIV.

Getty said: "There's no disputing that
clinically I got a lot better, and the other
thing that we discovered is that I don't have
a baboon disease that we know of."

The fear that cross-species transplants
would unleash animal diseases on the hu-
man population had been a major objection
to Getty's surgery. Animal rights groups
also protested.

Merigan said Getty’s case doesn't predict
how the next cross-species transplant might
turn out. “'It's going to take a lot of experi-
ence where you're sure youre not going to
have problems,” he said.

On the animal rights front, Martin Ste-
phens of the 1J.S, Humane Society said the
lack of baboon cells in Getty's body vindi-
cates critics. ~"We're happy for him, but at
least one baboon is dead for no apparent
good," he said.

But supporters call his pursuit of cutting-
edge treatment a brave and significant fight.

“"People like Jefl and some of the treat-
ment folks at our agency have really, [ think,
moved the whole treatment arena into a
completely different world," said Derek
Gordon, director of communications for the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation.

Getty, a former University of California
policy analyst, became an AIDS activist in
the mid-1980s when he discovered he had
the disease.

He continues to look for new treatments.
A bottle of pills marked for experimental
use sits on his kitchen table, and he's cam-
paigning to speed up development of two
more drugs.

As for the future, he now plans two or
three months in advance. His old limit was
a week or two.

“I'm very, very hopeful now," he said.
“Not just for me, but for everybody."

TED FRIEDMAN, Ph.L
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Certified Sex Therapist (AASECT)
Confidential Services in a Non-Medical Setting

Suite 206, 2266 N. Prospect Avenue
Milwaukee, W1 53202
|414) 272-2427
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‘Evita’ Joins Other Movie Epics in
Mixing History and Myth

New York, NY--Lawrence of Arabia.
Mutiny on the Bounty. Gandhi.

Some of this century's most celebrated
films have tried to capture a larger-than-
life legend in a few reels of film. Most
have been criticized for going too far with
history or not going far enough.

But these bio-epics first must find the
history that's muddled in the myth.

Madonna As Evita Peron in “Evita”

Evita, the latest in the mix, had quite a
myth to contend with. The movie had the
luxury, though, of escaping scrupulous
fact-finding because it's a musical based
on a musical. After all, how can you foot-
note Broadway?

Nevertheless, the film, which made its
debut in New York and Los Angeles on
December 25, faced the same question
its more academic predecessors did:
How do you plow through the persona to
get at the person?

“It is an enormous dilemma, a HUGE
dilemma," says Lord Richard Attenbor-
ough, the grandfather of the genre with

such films as Young Winston, Gandhi
and Chaplin.

“EVITA” OPENS AT
THEATRES EVERYWHERE
ON JANUARY 10™

And it's the dilemma that most riles the
critics, says Mark Carnes, editor of Past
Imperfect: History According to the
Movies.

“Historians' main complaint with his-
torical movies ... is that they tend to
come at a considerable cost to the com-
plexities of life as we know it," he says.

Directors fall in love with their subjects'
myth and edit out all the details that take
away from it, he said. The end result is a
stereotype of good or evil.

Think of the monstrous Capt. Bligh in
Mutiny on the Bounty, the over-noble
Thomas More in A Man for All Seasons,
and the daring T.E. Lawrence in Law-
rence of Arabia.

The first incamation of Evita, Andrew
Lloyd Webber's hit musical, fell prey to
such criticism. It wasn't necessarily inac-
curate, just one-sided. It showed the for-
mer Argentine first lady as a power-
hungry tramp who ruthlessly controlled
the nation's 5 million unionized workers
for her own personal gain.

To many in Argentina, that was the real
Eva Peron.

But to her beloved descamisados, or
“‘shirtless ones," Evita was the selfless
yet bejeweled benefactor who built
schools, hospitals and doled out cash,
clothes and medicine to the poor. Ac-
cording to their myth, Evita was the
spiritual keeper of the nation, worthy of
sainthood. They called her madonna,
oddly enough.

Which one is true? Hard to say. History
hasn't decided.

It doesn't help matters that what facts
exist about Evita are clouded in the
propaganda for which the Peron regime
was so famous.

During their six-year reign, Evita and
her husband, Juan Peron, closed or si-
lenced over 100 newspapers that didn't
spew the Peronist line. They also bought
newspapers, one of which was Evita's
own mouthpiece, Democracia.

And it was in that controlled media, not
in the slums of Buenos Aires, that the
image of Evita as a saint was born, the
anthropologist J.M. Taylor argues in Eva
Peron, the Myths of a Woman.

Taylor compared newspaper accounts
of Evita with those of the working classes
themselves and concluded that there was
little or no correspondence.

“Few if any tales of a mystical and
saintly Eva Peron were to be heard from
this group," she writes. They loved Evita,
but it was because she had helped them
buy a house or get a job.

To further complicate any truth, the
Perons hired a show biz pro to handle
their official public relations and system-
atically had critics or nonbelievers
“retired" to Uruguay. All of which boils
down to one guestion: Evita was no an-
gel, but was she as awful as Lloyd
Webber made her?

Alan Parker's Evita is more sympa-
thetic than Lloyd Webber's, and he had
the blessing of the Argentine government,
which had banned the musical from its
stages in the 1980s.

Few would deny his right, or that of any
other director, to make the film his own
way.

“*Provided you're true to the heart of the
matter, that seems to me to be accept-
able," said Attenborough. "We're not
talking about media. We're talking about
cinema, which is entertainment.”

But there is responsibility, too. So did
Parker make concessions to be able to
film at the Casa Rosada, Argentina's
White House? Parker wouldn't give an
interview to The Associated Press to dis-
cuss if.

Bio-epics often have to make deals to
get the movie made, said Spike Lee, di-
rector of Malcolm X.

Governments, families and estates can
get involved when rights are concerned,
and "a lot of the time, they don't want
you to include scenes that are less than
100 percent angelic," he said.

Malcolm X was made with the help of
Malcolm's widow, and it was a laudatory
treatment of the controversial African-
American nationalist.

Lee says he was trying to debunk some
negative myths in Malcolm X, not create

or emphasize the positive ones. ™| think
we challenged a lot of notions," Lee said.

Attenborough had less lofty ideals when
he made Gandhi, which won eight Acad-
emy Awards in 1983 despite criticism that
it glossed over Gandhi's flaws and made
him more of a myth than he already was.

Attenborough doesn't deny his inten-
tions.

Speaking from his London office where
he was finishing up production on “In
Love and War," about the young Emest
Hemnngway, Atlenborough said simply;

"The ultimate point, of course, is that |
believe in heroes."

Correction

In our last issue, we composed an ad
for In Between and ran an announcement
listing In Between's Copper Bowl party as
being held on Sunday December 29 the
correct date was Friday December 27.
The error was ours. The Light had been
given the wrong information. We apolo-
gize for any inconvenience this error may
have caused.

‘Evita’ Screening Plus a Madonna Party At La Cage

On January 7 It’s Madonna
Night in Milwaukee

Milwaukee — Tuesday, January 7 will
offer a Two Fer for fans of Madonna.
The evening will begin with a special
FREE screening of Madonna's new movie
“Evita.” The screening of this film adap-
tation of the smash Broadway musical is
co-sponsored by The Wisconsin Light.

‘Evita’ which is winning critical acclaim
and has gamered five Golden Globe
nominations will be shown at 7:30 at
Waukesha's West Town Theater.

Please note: Tickets will not avail-
able at the theater. Passes to admit

two people can only be picked up at
the Wisconsin Light offices beginning
at noon on January 2, until the limited
supply is exhausted.

Following the screening there will be a
FREE Gayla Madonna Party at one of our

favorite dance bars, La Cage, 801 S Sec-
ond St., Milwaukee. Owner, George
Prentice and his staff will be pulling out
all the stops to help celebrate “Evita's”
long awaited arrival in Milwaukee.

For those who may not have transpor-
tation to the theater, George is renting a
bus to take you out there. To reserve a

spot on the bus see your bartender at La
Caga before Saturday, January 4. The
cost is $7.00 per person.

You absolutely don't want to miss out
on this wonderful evening. Tickets for the
screening are expected to go fast so don't
delay in getting yours.

If you can't make it to the movie come
to La Cage and join in the free party
which will run until bar time.

MADONNA ANTONIO BANDERAS JONATHAN PRYCE
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ATTEND A SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING'

Sponsored by The Wisconsin Light & Hollywood Pictures

TUES, JANUARY 7, 1996 © 7:30"

Westown Cinemas, 2440 East Moorland Road, Wavkesha
Pick up your free ticket good for two at the offices of
THE WISCONSIN LIGHT
beginning JANUARY 2 AT NOON (WHILE THEY LAST)
1843 N. Palmer Street, Milwauvkee, WI 53212




évita, An Icon of the Dispossessed, and
Madonna, A Gay Icon Have Parallel Lives

New York, NY-- They share an impres-
sive resume: blondes with ambition, leg-
endary populists, shocking performance
artists.

They are women who began with noth-
ing and transformed themselves into liv-
ing icons, revered and hated by millions.

Countless others with drive, smarts,
fashion sense and peroxide have carved
out leading roles in macho societies. But
Madonna believes she is uniguely suited
for the starring role in Alan Parker's film
version of the Andrew Lloyd Webber mu-
sical Evita.

“Only | could understand her passion
and her pain," Madonna wrote in an
eight-page letter to Parker, begging to
play Eva Peron, the remarkable wife and
tireless campaigner for Argentine General
Juan Peron.

Others doubted whether Madonna's tal-
ents are up to the task of adapting Lloyd
Webber's musical, a phenomenal world-
wide hit that made more than $1 billion
exploiting myths about the radio actress-
turned-first lady.

And many Argentines old enough to
remember Evita are livid that the former
po-tart with a crucifix fetish is portraying
their martyred mother figure, who is still
revered 44 years after her death from
uterine cancer.

“*Madonna would like to be like her. But
there couldn't be two more different peo-
ple in the world, despite their blond hair,"
says Marysa Navarro, co-author of Evita,
a definitive biography.

Still, with some brown contact lenses
and a painful mouthpiece to hide the gap
in Madonna's teeth, the physical resem-
blance is striking, and the facts about
their lives do offer some fascinating par-
allels.

Both grew up in the sticks. Evita, the
youngest of five out-of-wedlock children
in the village of Los Toldos, lost her fa-
ther when she was 7. Madonna, one of
eight kids in Bay City, Michigan, was &
when she lost her mother.

Both desperately wanted to escape to
the big city. Evita was 15 when she ar-
rived in Buenos Aires in 1935, alone and
with no money, hoping to be like Norma
Shearer, the 1930s film star.

A 17-year-old Madonna, also alone, ar-
rived in New York City in the 1970s with
dreams of being a dancer. She was
forced to pose nude and eat out of gar-
bage cans to get by.

Both attracted devoted followings.
Evita's overheated radio dramas capti-
vated housewives and laborers, and Ma-
donna's music inspired countless Gay
men, who saw her as a symbol of free
expression.

Both leamed to adapt their images in
ways that only increased their fame.
When new military leaders decided radio
soap operas were immoral, Evita talked
them into allowing her to star as Queen
Elizabeth |, Madame Chiang Kai-shek
and other ““Heroines of History." Society
women were aghast when she later be-
came Peron's lover and then the first
lady, but her listeners already pictured
her running countries.

Madonna, of course, has been a master
chameleon, evolving from street urchin
through her Material Girl and Marilyn
Monroe phases, girding herself in ar-
mored bras and then taking it all off for
her Sex book.

Evita also published an instant best-
seller, My Mission in Life, but was afraid
to show even a bit of shoulder, recalling
her pinup publicity photos and an unre-
leased movie when she became Peron's
lover. Someone also secretly doctored
her hometown's birth registry to conceal
her illegitimacy, destroying the page that
listed Eva Ibarguren and putting the
name Eva Duarte in the spot of a girl who
died in infancy two years later.

Madonna knows no such shame. She's
even used details of her unwed preg-
nancy to hype the movie by handing her
“*Private Diaries" over to Vanity Fair.

Then again, Madonna came of age in a
vastly different world. Argentina in the
1940s was extremely conservative and
offered very few public roles for women,
while nowadays in the United States, al-
most anything goes. Still, both became
scapegoats for female sexuality as they
challenged the cultural hierarchy. And
both responded by incorporating religion
into their image.

Madonna, raised a strict Catholic, used
crucifixes and incense in her concerts for
shock value, while Evita used Catholic
rituals to get the respect she craved. She
kissed lepers and kept a priest by her
side while working with the poor. And
while upper-class Argentines accused her
of being a power-hungry whore, she was

the one who got a private visit with the
Pope.

Actually, both women were less inter-
ested in sex than power--wearing spikes
and leather or nothing at all, Madonna
has shown her wannabes that they can
be in control. She even had her baby
Lourdes, born October 14, on her own
terms, with little talk of romance, let alone
marriage to the father, a bicycle-racer she
plucked out of Central Park named Car-
los Leon.

Likewise, the marriage of Eva and Juan
Peron was more like a business pariner-
ship--their private letters were full of poli-
tics, and she paid little attention to her
body, failing to get a checkup before her
cancer became terminal. She preferred to
work through the night for. Argentina's
poor, passing Peron on his way out of
bed in the morning.

1 knew Peron very well," says Tomas
Eloy Martinez, who collected the general's
memoirs and recently wrote Santa Evita,
a novel about the bizarre afterlife of
Evita's embalmed corpse. " Peron wanted
power, not sex. Evita seduces him be-
cause she had no interest in sex.”

On the other hand, 'l can't imagine
Madonna seducing Peron,” Martinez
adds. “"And | can't imagine Madonna go-
ing to bed every morning at 5:00 a.m.
after a long long day taking care of the
suffering people.”

There are other obvious differences.
Evita might have remained an overpaid
actress with a shady past if not for her
marriage to the general, while Madonna
has mostly done it alone. Today she's the
sole proprietor of a multimillion-doliar
corporation dedicated to maintaining her
celebrity.

But Evita was no organizational slouch.
Encouraged by Peron, she took personal
care of her “'shirtless ones." Her Eva
Peron Foundation quickly took over many
functions of govermment, hiring 14,000
workers and accumulating $200 million in
assets for charity, much of it confiscated
from the wealthy. She also organized the
Peronist Women's Party, registering
women to vote for the first time and en-
suring her husband's re-election.

Most Argentines still credit Evita with
raising living standards, but Peron didn't
last long without his passionate link to the
people. He fled the country only three
years later.

As for politics, Madonna has only dab-
bled in it, casting herself as an advocate
for free expression when Canadian police
threatened to shut down her masturbation
act, speaking out for safe sex, and mak-
ing a ‘Rock the Vote' spot for MTV--all is-
sues that served her publicity machine
well.

Something else--an ability to connect
with the needs and dreams of ordinary
people--made fans adore both women.

**She used everything as a stage,” says
Navarro of Evita. And once she realized
she had become the most powerful

Who Was
Eva Peron?

A quick Eva Peron primer:

The real Evita was born in Buenos Ai-
res province, moved to the capital at
age 15 and became a radio, stage and
film actress.

It is believed she was 25 when she
met Juan Peron, an ambitious army of-
ficer twice her age. They were married
a year later, in 1945, and a year after
that he was elected president, making
his wife the most powerful woman in
Argentina.

She became the champion of workers
and the poor. She helped get women
the vote and her Eva Peron Foundation
built schools and hospitals and bought
gifts for needy children.

All state workers were obliged to con-
tribute two days' salary per year to her
charity, money her detractors claim was
siphoned off for private use.

Still, she was adored by the
“resentidos," the have-nots who hated
the rich. "~ Shall we burn down the Bar-
rio Norte?" she would ask them at ral-
lies, referring to a wealthy section of
Buenos Aires.

In her autobiography The Reason for
My Life, which was required reading in
primary schools, she wrote: "When |
discovered that there were poor people
and rich people in the world, the
strange thing is that the existence of the
poor didn't cause me as much pain as
the knowledge that, at the same time,
there were people who were rich.”

She died of cancer at age 33 in 1952.
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woman in the country, ““she lapped it up.
That's part of her intelligence--her ability
to change and adapt and bring that en-
ergy she has into transforming herself."

Madonna's same ability has been the
key to her success.

I wouldn't be surprised if there aren't
moments in the film that have a sort of
double meaning--that we'll have a tingle
run through us, because what was true of
Evita is also true of Madonna," said
Adam Sexion, editor of Desperately
Seeking Madonna--In Search of the
Meaning of the World's Most Famous
Woman.

"] think there's something wonderfully
appropriate to Madonna's having been
cast as Eva Peron," Sexton said.

But in a country where people still
maintain household shrines to Evita,
many Argentines weren't willing to accept
her latest transformation. Buenos Aires'
archbishop called her ““pomnographic and
unsuitable." Cast members reported
death threats, and Evita's sisters de-

plored Madonna's “blasphemous atti-
tude."”

Madonna tried fo smooth things out by
avoiding her customary raunchy talk and
promising to be more respectful to Evita's
memory than the musical was. In the
end, she was allowed to sing “"Don't Cry
for Me Argentina" to 4,000 cheering ex-
tras from the Casa Rosada's famous bal-
cony, and she wrote in her "'diaries" that
she felt she had eamed “a modicum of
respect.”

But Madonna has a basic problem: Un-
like Evita, whose last wish before dying at
33 was “to live eternally with Peron and
my people," Madonna is 38, and still
cursed with the constant need to come up
with something new.

And despite selling a billion or so rec-
ords, her legacy isn't clear.

“*Madonna is an entertainer—her glory
is the glory of the moment," Martinez
says. "And Evita is a political woman
who transformed her country and her
gender. Her glory is more durable."

Eva Peron; Adored by Some, Damned by
Others, Madonna Plays Her Well

She is the unlikely main character of a
hit Broadway musical that has won
seven Tony Awards. The musical, in
turn, has been made into one of the
most highly touted films of the year, sfar-
ring one of America’'s mega-stars, Ma-
donna. it will have a limited release,
opening Christmas Day, in New York
and Los Angeles to qualify for the Acad-
emy Awards. The national release date
in January 10, 1997.

The movie is Evita. Wisconsin Light
will be sponsoring its Milwaukee pre-
miere.

The musical and movie are about Eva
(Evita) Peron, But who was she?

The real Evita was born in Buenos Al-
res province, moved to the capital at
age 15 and became a radio, stage and
B-film actress.

It is believed she was 25 when she
met General Juan Peron, an ambitious
army officer twice her age. She became
his mistress and then his wife, in 1945.
A year after that he was elected presi-
dent of Argentina, making his wife the
most powerful woman in the land.

She became the champion of workers
and the poor. She helped get women
the vote and her Eva Peron Foundation
built schools and hospitals and bought
gifts for needy children.

All state workers were obliged to con-
tribute two days' salary per year to her
charity, money her detractors claim was
siphoned off for private use.

Still, she was adored by the
“resentidos," the have-nots who hated
the rich. ~“Shall we burn down the Barrio
Norte?" she would ask them at rallies,
referring fo a wealthy section of Buenos
Aires.

In her autobiography The Reason for
My Life, which was required reading in
primary schools, she wrote: “"When |
discovered that there were poor people
and rich people in the world, the strange
thing Is that the existence of the poor
didn't cause me as much pain as the
knowledge that, at the same time, there
were people who were rich."

She died of cancer at age 33 in 1952.

Those are the simple facts. The prob-
lem is, the more you read about Evita
Peron, the less you know who she was.
Dragon lady or saint, victimizer or victim,
manipulator or manipulated—all these
words have been used to describe her.

Even before her death, people blun-
dered about trying to sharpen their focus
on the woman. But, perhaps because
there is no sharper focus, they largely

failed. Even today, the portrait remains
blurred. Still, they try because the
woman is as mesmerizing as she is elu-
sive.

There are many reasons why Evita
continues to confuse so many years af-
ter her death. The most obvious of these
is the man she married, Argentine dic-
tator Juan Peron. Though it was he who
made her possible, it was she and she
alone who created her myth.

While living in abundant wealth, she
styled herself the champion of the
“descamisados,” (the shirtless ones), the
poor. It was to them that she redistrib-
uted the wealth of others, accumulated
through forced donations, in her multiple
roles of mediator, arranger, pacifier and
manipulator of what one biographer calls
“a child's vision of power, justice and re-
venge.”

When she died (or as the Argentine
state radio put it, “became immortal,”
she became "Santa Evita.” To countless
numbers of Argentinians, that is what
she is today.

Saint or devil, she is a legend, the stuff
of which plays and movies are made.

Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical,
Evita, which has made into a film, be-
gins with Evita's efforts as a girl working
her way out of poverty by using her
good looks and her body. It depicts her
meeting Peron and her rise to power,
and it ends with her death.

The musical has never been per-
formed on a formal stage in Argentina
because a pervading belief among
Peronistas that the script is irreverent.
These are the same people who con-
demned the choice of Madonna to play
Evita, objecting strongly to the 37-year-
old singer whose sexual antics onstage
they view as offensive to Evita’s mem-

ory.

The President of Argentina, Carlos
Menem, a Peronista, told Argentine
newspapers that the musical was " a li-
belous interpretation of Evita's life” and
th?t Madonna was “unsuitable” for the
role.

Days before Madonna arrived in Bue-
nos Aires for location shots, hard-line
Peronistas began scrawling graffiti
around the capital that read, "Evita
Lives! Madonna Get Out!” At the same
time, resolutions were introduced in the
Argentine legislature calling for the ex-
pulsion of Madonna and her co-star
Antonio Banderas.

Other Argentinians certainly disagree.

While on location in Buenos Aires,
where some of the film was shot, Ma-
donna was surrounded by hundreds of
fans, many with “Madonna We Love
You" scribbled on their bodies.

“Madonna is the right choice for this
movie because she, like Evita, is one of
the common people,” said Jorge Gutier-
rez, a female impersonator in the Ar-
gentine capital. “Madonna represents all
people no matter their family back-
ground, race or sexual orientation.”

These sharply differing opinions show
the depth of feeling still engendered by
the name Peron in Argentina. So pow-
erful are the memories of Evita that
each year on her birthday, Peronist Day,
and the anniversary of her death, devo-
tees bring roses and wreaths to the fam-
ily tomb.

Madonna has said that her portrayal of
Evita will not offend Argentines. She told
Caras, an Argentine magazine, that
“Many people see Eva Peron as either a
saint or the incarnation of Satan. That
means | definitely can identify with her.” -

“This was so much more than a role in
a movie,” Madonna said. “It was exhila-
rating and intimidating at the same time,
and it was the farthest I've ever had to
push myself creatively.”

Madonna continued, “What drew me
to the role from the beginning was the
story of this remarkable woman; where
she came from, how she came up in the
world, the incredible amount of influence
she had ever an entire country, and the
impact she had on the whole world."

Madonna said that she thought that
other portrayals of Evita had been
“rather one-dimensional;” that she was
always painted as a “power hungry girl
from the sticks.” She said that what she
wanted to do in the movie was to “reach
the real human being behind the myth.”
When Forrest Sawyer asked Madonna
to describe Eva Peron, Madonna an-
swered, “desperate, misunderstood,
generous.”

Shortly after filming had been com-
pleted, Madonna was Iinterviewed by
Bryant Gumbel on “Good Morining
America.” He asked her what she in-
tended to do now that the movie was
done.

“| collapse in'a heap,” the star replied.
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DISCOVER WISCONSIN'S

GAY ENTERTAINMENT

- a COMPLEX!

4 Different Places to Party,

Dance or Relax

a 7 Bars * 2 Dance Floors

4 Sound Systems

Video ¢ Food

LAST DANCE
Sunday, Jan. 5

A Very Special Show Commemorating

HOLLY BROWN

9pm Hors d’oeuvres Reception
10pm Showtime
No Cover

THE MADONNA PARTY

A WISCONSIN LIGHT

Tuesday, Jan. /

Held in Conjunction with a Special
FREE Screening of

EVITA

co-sponsored by The Wisconsin Light
Tickets for film available through

THE WISCONSIN LIGHT

Call 372-2773

Get your tickets from THE LIGHT and ride to the
theater with us. Reserve your spot on the bus at
La Cage by January 4 for just $7.

@ 801 - 807 South 2nd Street * Milwaukee » 383-8330 @




Just In Time for Academy Consideration,
Here’s the “10 Best Films” for 1996

By Glenn Bishop

It is year end and as many faithful
readers of the Wisconsin Light bid the
holidays a fond farewell, eyes begin to
turn to the next important holidays. No,
not Valentine's Day ( which has become
something of a Hallmark holiday at best).

No, the next truly important holiday on
the Homo calendar is Oscar Night. What
were the best films and the best perform-
ances? And what god-awful outfits will
Cher and Madonna be wearing to the
ceremony... but Glenn digresses.

Mainstrearn America flocked to such
"blockbusters" as Independence Day, a
cliche-ridden overblown B-movie; Twister
which featured a bunch of yahoos chas-
ing tomadoes with a bunch of motorized
trash cans, the simple-minded goofiness
of The Nutty Professor and just about
anything with Armold Schwarzenegger,
Tom Cruise or John Travolta in it.

But what a year it has been for Gay
films. Gay and Lesbian audiences loved
Beautiful Thing, a touching teenage Gay
love story; Bound, a sexy Lesbian gang-
ster flick plus When Night is Falling,
The Celluloid Closet and Stonewall.
Robin Williams and Nathan Lane tickled
America's funny bone in The Birdcage
but lets not get Glenn started on that
again, shall we ...

But back to the year's best. Despite
Glenn begging and pleading with those
wonderful folks at the Wisconsin Light
for an all-expense paid trip to Hollywood
to attend press screenings of such hot,
late-breaking films as Madonna's Evita,
Kenneth Branagh's Hamlet and the
highly anticipated Marvin's Room, Glenn
must choose from those movies actually
screened in Milwaukee (and the occa-
sional frip to Chicago) during the past
twelve months. That said, here goes...

1. Fargo. Those wild and wacky Coen
brothers presented an amazing mix of
quirky humor and grisly violence (what,
you mean those don't usually go to-
gether?) and created a minor master-
piece, Still all might have been lost with-
out letter-perfect performances from
Frances McDormand, William Macy and
Steve Buscemi.

2. The English Patient. Lush, roman-
tic and beautifully filmed, The English
Patient was that oh-so rare creature: a
literary epic with a heart (not to mention
popular appeal). Look for this film plus
stars Ralph Fiennes and Kristin Scott
Thomas at the top of the list come Oscar
time.

3. Twelfth Night. Trevor Nunn has as-
sembled a dream cast including the radi-
ant Imogen Stubbs and the ruggedly
handsome Toby Stephens and found new
depths and kinks in this Shakespeare
comedy usually played just for laughs.

4. The Horseman on the Roof. Once

upon a time cinemas were filled with
spectacular, romantic adventures. Hol-
lywood used to make them, used to be
good at it too. In The Horseman on the
Roof, French director Jean-Paul Rap-
peneau has assembled two beautiful
young lovers (Olivier Martinez and Juli-
ette Binoche), gorgeous landscapes, a
lushly romantic score, plenty of villainous
villains and has crafted a marvelously
entertaining swashbuckler.

5. Emma. No Austen renaissance
would be complete without a cinematic
adaptation of Austen's classic, “Emma”.
Enter Saturday Night Live alumnus
Douglas McGrath who might seem an
unlikely choice as writer/director. With
the lovely Gwyneth Paltrow as an en-
chanting Emma, this marvelous film per-
fectly captures all of the spirit, the humor
and the warmth of Austen's most time-
less novel.

6. Trainspotting. Another film from
England but nothing that's likely to make
it's way to PBS's Masterpiece Theatrs,
Trainspotting was nevertheless an origi-
nal, rollercoaster ride into the violent,
junkie-spewed streets of Glasgow.

7. Shine. Here is that rare mix, an ex-
traordinary true story that has been
brought to the screen with extraordinary
insight and power. David Helfgott's story,
that of a child prodigy who's early prom-
ise tragically tumns into a descent into
madness often becomes melodramatic
drivel on the Lifetime channel. In the
hands of director Scott Hicks and an out-
standing cast including Geoffrey Rush
(David as an adult), Noah Taylor (David
as a young man) and Armin Mueller-Stahl
as David's loving if abusive father, Shine
is an exhilarating cinematic experience.

8. Secrets and Lies. Beginning to
seem that most of the best films aren't
being made in America. Mike Leigh's
Secrets and Lies is an agonizingly hu-
mane portrait of a dysfunctional family
facing racial and social prejudice and
conflicts. Brenda Blethyn's heartbreaking
Cynthia should be an Oscar shoo-in but
the rest of the ensemble is uniformly fine.

9. Welcome to the Dollhouse. This
quirky, unexpected bittersweet little film
about growing up in the deepest bowels
of suburban middle America was perhaps
not for everyone but rarely has the day-
to-day ftrials, tribulations and down-right
horrors of adolescences been offered at
the cinema.

10. Beautiful Thing. Okay, Beautiful
Thing wasn't really and truly one of the
year's best films but this touching, mod-
est little film about growing up Gay and
falling in love for the first time made for
perhaps the most enjoyable Gay film
since Parting Glances over a decade

ago!

Some Films of 1996 that Proceed from
the Unwatchable to Mediocrity

Commentary by Steve Stavron

| didn’t much care fore this year's gal-
axy of films. The aesthetic decline of mo-
tion pictures has been going on for quite
some years and seems to be in inverse
proportion to the increase in their budg-
ets. The film industry has become in-
creasingly subsumed in that monstrous
modicum of mediocrity that we call
“entertainment” with razzle-dazzle special
effects, unwatchable, split-second editing,
cynical cold-hearted quips, and scato-
logical repartee substituting for dialogue
usually at earsplitting volume.

Consider Tom Cruise's performance in
Jerry McGuire—surprisingly identical to
that in A Few Good Men—or Mel Gib-
son's jaw-crunching grimaces in Ran-
som.

The almost furious photographically
relentless velocity has rendered some
films unintelligible. How many viewers
were able to follow Mission Impossible
or Twelve Monkeys without taking
notes? We can pass over Twister and
Independence Day. They were intended
as high tech junk food and succeeded.

Admittedly the comedies were more
fun. | didn't especially mind First Wives

Club, despite wise cracks delivered at
machine gun speed. Gene Hackman was
able to muster some humor amidst Na-
than Lane's banshee shrieks in Birdcage.

| probably liked Mirror Has Two Faces
the best of this group, even if Barbra
Streisand consistently over articulates her
views on relationships. The film was
amusing and had the stabilizing influence
of Lauren Bacall—the only classy per-
formance of the year. But the subtle
good-heartedness and warmth that made
the Cary Grant/lrene Dunne and the
Tracy/Hepburn combos is missing from
this new batch.

The English Patient

| am not one who believes in the castor
oil theory of art: “You may not like it, but
it's good for you." That stupifyingly over-
rated “art” film, The English Patient, be-
comes so bogged down by its own com-
plexities—transposed, | understand, from
an almost wunreadable prize-winning
novel—that some of its absurd excesses
must have gone by unnoticed by even
sophisticated reviewers in their struggle
to survive sitting through it, a not un-
common failing in “serious art films."

Remember Carrington from last year?
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Art films are usually very, very serious
and very, very carefully assembled
though not necessarily in meaningful se-
quence, but with a great deal of elegance
passing as style, or is it style that seems
elegant? | can't tell.

In English Patient, the injured heroine
is left for three days in a cave while her
lover goes for help. Couldn't she have
hobbled along? Trying to retrieve her, his
plane is shot down and he is horribly
burned. He is cared for by a nurse who,
when she is not have an affair with a sexy
Sikh, who looks indifferent but washes his
hair with her olive oil, plays hopscotch in
the dark amidst candles.

Our injured hero relates his affair witht
he married woman in short flashbacks
when we are not forced to look at his
mummified features—a serious aesthetic
mistake in a romantic film.

Patient is full of artsy sequences that
we had to sit through. In one of them, the
hero is having sex with the nurse stand-
ing up behind billowing curtains, while
outside in bright sunlight, the victorious
Allied soldiers are singing “Silent Night.”

In another scene, his nurse's Sikh
hoists her high on a pulley (no S&M in-
tended) with a flare in hand to view beau-
tiful frescoes on the walls of a ruined
church. Were the frescoes meant to be
viewed from such an altitude? Why not
candles below?

Earlier, the same nurse plays a perfect
Bach prelude on a partially ruined piano
in perfect tune at a 45 degree angle.

All this time, our desiccated hero re-
counts his love while looking through little
notes stored in a copy of Heroditus. We
know this is a serious film because it be-
gan with sand dunes filmed to resemble
human flesh, and there's more sand here
than in Lawrence of Arabia.

Watching this beautifully filmed mess
reminded me of a tapestry that had been
taken apart and reassembled in wrong
order with incorrect pieces tacked on. It is
carefully filmed, but so what?

Most inexplicable of all is the descrip-
tion of The English Patient as a roman-
tic film, a descendant of Casablanca or
Now Voyager. Come on. The emotional
sterility of this film is almost catatonic. It
will win many awards, but none more de-
serving than “Most Misguidedly Trendy
Film of the Year."

Last year it was Leaving Las Vegas.
Remember that grungy opus? When the
director ran out of ideas on alcoholism,
he had his leading lady brutalized,

The Evening Star - Shirley Mc Claine looks at pictures from her past lifes (just kidding). Mc Claine

sodomized, and, for contrast, threw in a
few sticky references to the mess of oral
sSex.

Ridicule

Ridicule was more coherent than most
art films. And if the court of Louis XVI
was misrepresented—the real Louis was
interested in clocks, not quips—the film
had its humorous moments, even if the
repartee lacked some of the educated
pith and sophisticated subtlety that be-
comes Voltarian humor. The French lan-
guage plus subtitles created an almost
convincing illusion of class.

Fargo

Fargo was an interesting film. The sat-
ire and the unquenchable perform-
ance/caricature of Frances McDermont
were a big plus. The violence was a seri-
ous lapse of taste, as if we had to pay for
enjoying the humor. But the film's sense
of gritty reality rang truer than most, al-
though | couldn’t avoid the feeling that the
film was almost too clever for its own
good.

The Preacher’s Wife

The Preacher’'s Wife was a disaster.
With an all-Black cast, must we neces-
sarily have interminable gospel singing,
the adorable foster child that has to be
moved to another location, the teenage
youth wrongfully accused of a holdup?
Talk about politically correct stereotyping!

Whitney Houston is not a good actress,
nor does she care to be. As the angel, the
usually angelic Denzel Washington
looked almost as embarrassed as the
audience. This is a very classy actor, but
his quiet charm unfortunately comes
through to no avail.

Emma

Emma was a pleasant enough bore.
Emma badly needed another Emma—
Thompson. Gweneth Paltrow had her
lines down pat, but the inherent sense of
class that must be effortless in Jane Aus-
tin's heraines, is outside her range.

All in all, it was a deadly year. | missed
some films and am waiting for others. |
am very curious about Evita and The
Crucible.

Perhaps the most emblematic scene of
the year was the opening sequence in
Ridicule. A disgruntled courtier takes out
his penis and urinates his revenge on a
helpless old man who previously humili-
ated him. Contemporary audiences may
well identify with the helplessness of the
old man, and may have occasion to won-
der for what wrong doing are they being
punished by filmmakers.

stars in “The Evening Star” a sequel to her 1980's hit, “Terms of Endearment.” The movie is playing

everywhere

==\
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Steve Kelso To

"SIT!fe

Cream City Foundation Béﬁ#At
This s It

January 11, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
=X
[—4
sreE R m Y babiles

418 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee (414) 278-9192

Sign Calendars




January 2, 1997 to January 15, 1997- THE WISCONSIN LIGHT-12
‘Michael’ is the Holiday Movie to See:
Funny, Heartwarming, Quirky

Reviewed by John A. Jahn

John Travolta has had a lot of luck
lately, playing a variety of characters in a
series of successful films—Pulp Fiction,
Broken Arrow, Phenomenon, and now
his quirkiest perfformance yet as an all-
too human angel in Michael.

As a rule, holiday movies have a way of
being superfluous—sugary, sappy, trea-
cly comedies and romances as light as a
feather and, more often than not, pretty
bad.

But every once in awhile, a pretty de-
cent holiday movie comes along and sur-
prises us with its intelligent script, inter-
esting characters, and genuine ability to
make us laugh, cry, or otherwise feel all
warm and fuzzy inside. | went into Mi-
chael with pretty low expectations, and
was pleasantly surprised because it has
all those qualities.

Director and writer Nora Ephron's Mi-
chael is about an angel (Travolta in the
title role), who time on earth helping out
an aged woman (Jean Stapleton) keep
her little inn afloat is rapidly coming to an
end. She writes a Chicago-based super-
market tabloid in an attempt to gain at-
tention for her wonderful angel-friend, Mi-
chael.

The money-grubbing, fame & fortune-
seeking, unscrupulous paper publishers
(Bob Hoskins) sends a trio of reporters to
get pictures and the whole scoop on the
old lady and her angel friend from lowa.
Along with the reporters, he sends the
paper's most popular asset, a dog. Yes,
the rag's gimmick is a canine reporter
named Sparky. (Luckily, this isn't a talk-
ing animal flick, by the way.)

The story revolves around the report-
ers—the somewhat snooty, reserved
Frank Quinlan (William Hurt), the newly-
hired dog trainer/angel expert/would-be
country western singer (Andie MacDow-
ell), Sparky, and Sparky's owner Huey
(Robert Pastorelli)—and their trek be-
tween Chicago and a small lowa town
with Michael.

Michael isn't your average, cookie-
cutter angel. He's somewhat abrasive,
likes to scratch himself and walk around

Located in the Wilson Hotel

150 S. Blair Street, Madison = 608.258.9918
Fax 608.258.9007

E-Mail MANOEUSH B&aol.com

ivceones

OUR BEST
WISHES FOR A

PROSPEROUS
AND HAPPY
1997!

OPEN

9PM TO

CLOSE, MDN-SAT
5PM TD CLOSE
SUNDAY

MAD
BAR

in his boxers, and has the table manners
of the average toddler. En route, he
makes several demands upon his tabloid
companions, including stopping at every
absurd little roadside attraction he can
find in his book about things to see in
America. 3

After the film, you want to know if there
really is “The World's Largest Non-Stick
Frying Pan" somewhere in central lllinois
(I pray there is).

While trying to finger Michael out along
the way, the long-suffering reporters have
to put up with his every demand and
quirk in order to get him to Chicago and
thus gain fame themselves, perhaps (or
at the very least, get to keep their jobs).

We, like they, are left wondering
through most of the picture exactly why
God sent Michael to earth? We find out
eventually, and the payoff is worth the
wait and wonder.

Michael is a good choice amongst this
year's holiday movies for several rea-
sons:

It's funny without being stupid and silly;

It's well-acted;

It has an unpredictable story line that
keeps you guessing what will happen
next;

It has good characters who make you
care about them;

It is heart-warming without being overly
sweet and sloopy;

And it has a great soundtrack featuring
Randy Newman, Aretha Franklin and
Frank Sinatra, among others. Bravo to di-
rector Nora Ephron, John Travolta, and
the superb supporting cast of Michael.

On a 1-10 scale, this film rates an 8.

Without Trying to be Clever, ‘One Fine
Day’ is One Fine Film

Reviewed by Glenn Bishop

Glenn must admit that not only was he
quite wary of the prospects of enjoying
another happy holiday feature fill but he
was actually filled with dread when upon
entering the cinema, Glenn leamed that
he was amidst a WKTI| Singles Party
promotion. Glenn at a WKTI Singles
Party promotion, oh, no!

In a cinema so packed with Milwaukee's
desperate singles that several fire code
violations were certainly broken, Glenn
began munching his biggie buttered pop-
com and biggie diet beverage. Glenn
was going to enjoy One Fine Day, gosh
darn it.

And what a fine film One Fine Day is
for singles. The perfect little heterosexual
date movie as a special little holiday gift
from 20th Century Fox. Guys are doubt-
lessly going to get laid after this flick.

And what about Glenn? Could One
Fine Day weave it's admittedly hetero-
sexual magic and win Glenn over? The
answers is: ‘fraid so.

One Fine Day is the perfect date flick
for the modern urban single in the '90s.

Here are two single, workaholic parents.
Through the irresponsibility of Jack Tay-
lor (George Clooney), both he and the
lovely Melanie Parker ( played by the
lovely Michelle Pfeiffer) find themselves
bringing their respective children late on
field-trip day. Faced with "tough days at
the office” (something with which Glenn
could certainly commiserate), each is
now faced with the added burden of a
couple of kids who have, as Glenn's par-
ents always used to say, "with ants in
their pants.”

Despite their rather heated initial bick-

ering, all of the WKTI Singles Party folk
could sense that this attractive, if perhaps
a bit misguided couple were absolutely
meant for each other. Certainly the group
of attractively impaired women sitting be-
hind Glenn (who kept kicking the back of
Glenn's chair) believed this to be true.

All that remained was for Terrel Selizer
and Ellen Simon's smart and engaging
screenplay, replete as it is with an ex-
traordinary series coincidences and
comic crises, was to bring these two
adorable singles together. Add a couple
of kute kids and here's a romance sure fo
melt even the Grinch's tiny heart (not to
mention Glenn's).

Television personality gorgeocus George
Clooney scores as the irrepressible, irre-
sponsible Jack Taylor. Of course he's
attractive, Hollywood just doesn't make
romantic comedies with unattractive male
stars. So why, Glenn pondered, did all
of the peripheral females in the film need
to drool so obviously around Jack repeat-
edly scene after scene?

As the prototypical 90's independent
woman wannabe, Melanie Parker, Mi-
chelle Pfieffer redeems herself somewhat
after that dreary To Gillian flick that
came and mercifully left town quickly ear-
lier this past fall. As the Jack and Mela-
nie's cute and adorable off-spring, Mae
Whitman and Alex D. Linz are predictably
cute and adorable. After all, who isn't
cute and adorable in Hollywood romantic
comedies.

Reviewers with less wit might call One
Fine Day, "one fine film". Okay, it is but
Glenn should be cleverer than that.

Rating $$$$ (scale $ to $$$$$9$)
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Froceeds to benefit The Cream City Foundatr'n

CRBAM-CITY
FOUNDATION
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Saturday,
January 11

J Locations!

Designing Men

1200 S. 1st Street

2-4 e

This Is It

418 E. Wells
7=-9em

Mama Roux

Hosted by Designing Men

1875 N. Humboldt

11 em =1 am

For more information: (41 4)389-1200
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1875 North Humboldt + Milwaukee
347+0344

Grill Hours
Monday thru Thursday: 4—10 pm
Friday and Saturday: 4—11 pm
Friday Fish Fry — Cod or Catfish
Sunday Brunch from 11am-3pm
plus full menu with
grill open to 8 pm

Carmy-out Orders Availabie
B AD Your Eastside MasterCard/Visa Accepted
St Alternative i Iecka Mpon Apgeowt
AMERICAIN... Sorving
GRILL Ca‘.’un' American &
Mediterranean Cuisine

N ; Super Model
STEVE KELSO

Photos by Bill Meunier :

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

1lpm-1am
Any Questions - Please Call

X :

Sing Along At M sI- The M and M Club had a packed house of its Christmas Carol sing a long on
Sunday December 22. At the top are Trixie and Mama Whiz who were joined by a friend in leading the
carols. Also shown are some of the many participants.

Free House Shot
With Every Packer Score
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YOU'RE

FRIDAY JANUARY 3

R PLACE WAVES BYE - BYE
TO RICH AND DANNY

What do you do when the bar owners
leave town for good WITHOUT telling
anyone they are going? Well if you are
the fun folks at R Place, 121 W. Main
Street, you throw a going away party in
absentia!

Yes, Rich and Danny are gone, but
don't worry folks, R Place will remain
open, Gay and friendly. To celebrate the
departure, a Good Bye Gayla, featuring
drink specials, prizes and surprises will be
held from 9 to Close.

BESTD CLINIC OPENS EXHIBIT
The BESTD Clinic will host an opening
reception for its new exhibit produced by
Marlon Banks. The artist will be on hand
from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM.
BESTD is located at 1240 E. Brady
Street.

SUNDAY JANUARY 5

LAST DANCE AT LA CAGE’S
DANCE DANCE DANCE

An era will end this evening when La
Cage's Dance Dance Dance opens and
closes its doors for the last time. A
special cocktail and hor d' euvres
reception commences at 9:00. The
reception will be followed by a fantastic
show in memory of legendary performer
Holly Brown.

All of the performers will be doing dance
numbers. The show begins at 10:00. La
Cage is located on S. Second and
National St.

Don't worry dance fans, La Cage'’s front
dance bar will remain open.

TUESDAY JANUARY 7

EVITA PREMIER
MADONNA PARTY AT LA CAGE
Hold onto your hats Madonna fans,
tonight you get a twofer. The evening
begins with a special screening of
Madonna's new movie “Evita." The
screening is free and is being sponsored
by The Wisconsin Light. To obtain
tickets you MUST call the The Light at
(414)372-2773. THERE WILL BE NO
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE
THEATER.

After the show head on down to La
Cage for the bar's special Madonna Party.
Bring your ticket stub in for a free drink.

La Cage is located on S. Second and
National.

SATURDAY JANUARY 11

MALE SUPERMODEL STEVE

KELSO VISITS MILWAUKEE

Super model Steve Kelso brings his
calendars and his body to Milwaukee for a
whirlwind tour to raise money for the
Cream City Foundation, Milwaukee's
Les/Bi/Gay foundation.

Kelso will be at Designing Men, 1200 S.
First St, This Is It 418 E. Wells and Mama
Roux 1875 N. Humboldt.

MONDAY JANUARY 13

LA CAGE DOES MAD TOWN
Hide the valubles La Cage’'s George and
Corey are taking their bartenders, DJ’s,
tech people and other assorted
employees on the road for a whirlwind
tour of Madison’s Gay spots.
They would love to say hi to all of their

1506 North 3rd Street = Superior, Wi
;ma;,.‘\‘{

(715) 394-2580
Thursday - Karaoke
Friday & Saturday - DJ
Sunday - Request Night

INVITED

Madison friends on their own turf. Check
with your favorite bartender to find out
when La Cage will be at your favorite
stop.

FRIDAY JANUARY 17

10% CLUB “SNOW BALL"
The 10% club of UW Madison is offering
an event for those of us who think that
winter should be considered a time for
indoor sports It's a “Snow Ball." Dancing
to a live DJ, and loads of fun will be on
hand for those attending this event at the
UW Memorial Union.

SATURDAY JANUARY 18

10% CLUB CELEBRATES FIRST

ANNIVERSARY WITH PARTY

The 10% Club will be celebrating its
First Anniversary with a big bash. There
will be plenty of surprises, specials and
more in store for those who stop in this
evening to help mark this bar's First
Birthday.

The 10% Ciub is located at 4223 W.
Fon Du Lac, Milwaukee.

o gl uiRE o = . H
Sage Celebrates - SAGE- Milwaukee held a free Holiday dinner for its members and friends at Just

Us on Sunday December 22. Shown above are some of those who enjoyed a very nice meal provided

by the organization and Just Us.

Rich & Danny are gone, but...
We're Still Here
We're Still Queer
And we’ll be here for you

throughout the Year!
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- -GOOD BYE
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Fri, Jan. 3
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Prizes
Surprises

Drink Specials

121 W MAIN
MADISON, WI
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LA PERLA %; ,
EXTENDS ITS
f WARMEST WISHES
AND THANKS TO
MILWAUKEE'S GAY
f EOMMUNITY.
HAPPINESS, HEALTH 3
~_ANB PRBSPERITY TO *
BONE AND ALLIN
i 1997.
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FINE MEXICAN CUISINE

7 DAYS A WEEK .
734 South 5th Street

645-9888

Corner of 5th & National, across from the Milwaukee Ballet
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By Dusty Sass
Well another year has come and gone
and none too soon, | tell. ya. With all the
comings and goings of 1996, | need a

rest. It's difficult to keep up this frantic
pace of parties, fund raisers and going
out just to keep you my readers informed.

Because the year is not over as of this
writing | will list my choices for top events
in 1996 in our next issue.

As for next year, thank goodness things
slow down a little in January, except for
all those Packer playoff parties. | need
some rest, Still there are some quality
events on tap the next couple of weeks.

On Friday, January 3, you can find me
in Mad Town at R Place. The downtown
bar is throwing a “Bye Bye Rich and
Danny" party. Rich and Danny left town
without telling anyone they were going.
Thankfully this popular spot will remain
open as a Gay bar. Look for plenty of
surprises and prizes at the party.

Saturday, January 4, will see me
rushing back to Milwaukee so | can catch
all the action of the Packer's first playoff
game of the year at In Between.

Then on Sunday, January 5, we will
say bye to Dance Dance Dance. The La
Cage staff is pulling out all of the stops
for this. There will be a nice reception
followed by some great performances.

Tuesday, January 7, is Madonna Night.
First we have a special screening of the
blond one's new movie “Evita”™ The
screening is being sponsored by Wiscon-
sin Light. To get tickets you must call
The Light at (414)372-2773. THERE
'IWE"iiL BE NO TICKETS AT THE THEA-

Then there is our big SpotLight Event at
La Cage. Yes its a Madonna Party and it
will be a fabulous affair.

Saturday, January 11, Super model,
Super Hunk Steve Kelso will be in Mil-
waukee hawking his calendars as a bene-
fit for the Cream City Foundation. | am
sure he will want to give me a-um-er pri-
vate showing, but you can catch him at
Designing Men, This Is it and or Mama
Roux.

Then on Monday, January 13, I'll be
back in Mad Town to help La Cage do
Madison’s Gay bars. The whole staff is
trucking up there to party.

Saturday, January 18, I'll be at Mil-
waukee's 10% Club helping thern to cele-
brate their First anniversary. This is a fa-
vorite place for Gays and Lesbians liVing
on the Northwest Side of Milwaukee.

As | close my last column of the year, |
want to extend my condolences to Supe-
rior/Duluth’s Gay and lLesbian community
on the loss of the Main Club and two fine

No bar fires and all of our dreams. | hope
to see you out and about soon. Mean-
while stay safe and be proud!

deeply saddened the rest of us are over :
their loss.

Let's hope that the next year brings us
more prosperity and the right to marry.

AR )
"

Patty Cassidv

Long Live the Queen! - A gala event at Appleton’s Pivot Club crowned the w\st Gay Wisconsin, US of A

1997. Shown above L-R are Janice First Runner Up, Kristina, Ms. Gay WI, US Of A, 1997, Jill Clark, Ms Gay

WI US of A, 1996, and Sarah Van Hom Second Runner Up.
#: 5
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Photos by Bill Meunier

Don’t miss it.

Rascals Bar & Grill
702 E. Wisconsin
Appleton, WI 54991
954.9262

The Pivot Club
4815 W. Prospect
Appleton, Wi 54915
730-0440

Door CouUnTY

Black Smith Inn
PO Box 220
Baileys Harbor, WI
839.9222

Chanticleer Guest
House

4072 Cherry Rd
Sturgeon Bay 54234
746-0334

Eau CLAIRE

The Trading Co.
304 Eau Claire St.
Eau, Claire WI
838-9404

The Wolfs's Den
302 E Madison
EauClaire, W| 54703
8329237

GREEN Bay

Brandy's Il

1126 Main St

Green Bay, W 54301
437-3917

Club Cheeks

232 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54303
430-9854

Napaiese Lounge
515 S. Broadway
Green Bay, Wi 54303
432-9646

Sass

840 S. Broadway
Green Bay, WI 54304
437-T277
Za'slJava's

1106 Main St.

Green Bay, WI 54301
4355476

KENOSHA

Club 94

S001 120th Ave
Kenosha, W1 53140
857-9958

Cavalier Lounge
114 N 5th St.

La Crosse, W 54601
782-9061

Cross Roads Bar
W6642 Hwy B

Lake Mills, WI 53551
648-8457

Mapison

A Room of One's
Own Book store
317 W. Johnson
Madison, W1 53703
257-7888

Geraldine’s

3052 E. Washington
Madison, W1 53704
2419335

Manoeuvres

190 S. Blair
Madison, WI 54703
258-9918

Praire Garden
Bed & Breakfast
W13172 Hwy 188
Lodi, Wi 53555
1-800-380-8427

R Place

121 W. Main Street
Madison, WI 53703
257-5455

The Shamrock
117 W Main St.
Madison, WI 53703
255-5029

Sunprint Cafe

638 State Street
Madison, Wi 53703
255-1955

MILWAUKEE

Afterwords Books
2710 N. Murray
Milw, W153211
963-9089

B's

1579 S 2nd St
Milw, W1 53204
672-5580

Ball Game

196 S. 2nd
Milw, Wi 53204
273-7474

Boot Camp Saloon
209 E. National
Milw, WI 53204
643-6200

Cafe Melange

720 N. Old World St.
Milw, W1 53203
291-9889

Cest La Vie
2318.2 St
Milwaukee WI| 53204
276-8880

men.

| hope that community knows how

Continued Continued
Ciub 219 Triangle
219 8. 2nd St. 134 E. National
Milwaukee, WI 53204 Milw, Wi 53204
271-3732 3838412
1100 Club Walkers Point Cafe
1100 S. 1st St 1106 S. First St.
Milw, Wi 53204 Milw, W1 53204
647-9950 384-T999
Fannies Zippers
B e N, | s81857ME
543.0633 Mitw, Wi 53204
6458330
In Between
6255, 2nd S
Milw, W1 53204 -
273-2693 JoDees ; ot 5 4
2139 Racine St. s ; : - 5 "
Just Us i 53403 Christmas At In Between - in Between celebrated the holidays with a gala party on Tuesday Decem
807 S. Sth St. WI ber 17. The popular South Side bar located at 625 S. Second Street gave away hundreds of_dolla:s:er;
Milw, Wi 53204 cash and dozens of special prizes to those in attendance. The free party also featured a nice buff
333.22{5 What About Me? catered by Walker's Point Café, drink specials and an open bar. Shown above are (L-R) B-Temm
600 6th St Patrick, Tommy, and James with owner Curt Peck and a group of regulars joined by PatncB e:ueen -
Kathy's Nut Hut Racine. WI| 53403 neath the Christmas tree. A great time was had by all. (Like you'd expect anything else at In )
1500 W. Scott 632.0171 Curt and his staff are gearing up for the Packer Playoff games.
Miltw, Wi 53204
SrEm
La Cage
801 S 2nd St. The Office
Milw, WI 52304 S13 E. State St.
383-8300 Rockford, IL, 61104 [ Con DR
815-965-0344
La Perla_ Restaurant
iyl )
6450888 Blue Lite
1029 N. 8th St.
Mama Roux
1875 N. Humboldt jsh;ﬁwsgg“- 53081
Milw, WI 53212 [
347-0344
M & M Club
124 N. Water The Platwood Club
Milw, WI 53202 701 Highway 10W
347-1962 Stevens Point, 54481

Rene's Cozy Corner

341-8862

3500 W Park Hill
gl JT's Bar

1506 N 3rd St.
S. Water St. Docks Superior Wi 54880
354 E. National 384-2580
Milw, WI 53204
259676 Trio Club

- 820 Tower

Station 2 Superior, W1 54880
1534 W. Grant 3925373
Milw, W1 53204
3835755
10% Club
4BW.FonDulac e Mad Hatter
Milw. W1 53216 320 Washington
4.;7_@10 Wausau, Wl 54401

8420225 Christmas At La Cage Ah yes, the people the fun, those um er Christmas. Carols booming out over
Thisls It the Dance Floor. Milwaukee's popular dance bar, held a very nice Christmas party on Sunday Decem-
418 E. Wells ber 22, The party included gifts for everyone and a nice buffet. Shown above are George and Corey
Milw, Wi 53202 helping Santa go over his list of whose been naughty and whose been nice. (Now don't you wish you
278-9192 had tipped a little better and used the correct rest room?) Also shown is one of Santa's helpers with a

new recruit for the Elves.
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MANFINDER

AWANDMH'[MM I'm living

in o Chicago suburb and | like 1o go out lo the movies
or out for ruwl'mkxhngbrsarmnnespe:d I'm
o Hisponic, 5'8 mustoche ond

nd idered looki
SR

sefious, rFymrdae right guy. (Evansion) =204

N

TAI.I(II\IG PERSI]I\IAI.S' HIINIJIIEDS IIF BIIYS 'I'l] I:HllllSE FRI]M' BAI.I. NﬂW'

1-900-370-1 626

Call The 900 number fo respond to ads, browse unlisted ads, or retrieve messages. Only $1.99 per minute. 18+. Customer Service: 415-281-3183

MAKE OUT MAVERICK I'm 30 yeors old, 57, BROTHER TO BROTHER I'm o Block male, CHEESE NEAR THE BAY I'mo 27 old, Gay
155lbs, long Beawn hair, anamrll'qn &, 195lbs, nubady gaudshu mlnahngfor mole, with Blond hair and Blue eyes. 'm looking to
runner, cydist. I'm looking for my jence. If other wel built mascul meet ofher quys in the Green Boy area. Give me o
ﬁkbnﬁemﬂmmﬂw (Minneapolis) *?550 coll (Green =19721
Ll y 1 GOOD TIMES ARE WAITING I'm 40 years old, wwm‘fmmfmo“wdﬁ

BIG MOUTH I'm o submissive looking for &k, 180lbs, dork, mosculine, good looking, discrest.  Bisaxual mamisd White mole looking for o discreet
ﬁwd‘med, 3?1?;'“ maa&m:;ddm 2&“;::& &rnhﬁundiriﬂwham; ‘ rnanhrﬁ.lncll:j " Iummh:ml'iw;mdm

service. 'm 33, , weigh 180ibs, ng me, [Minneapolis) = I'm eoger fo lsarn. ymwunlb n with o

i vingin =183
Blond how ond Bus eyes. Mevopoks] ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE? I'ma 08 e o o)
FRENCH SPEAKERS | am looking for some ather Tronssexual interested in whi ore masculine, m‘l‘ﬂ.KSo:uthluﬁymM:d'umwmbb
French speckers. People that just want ko get down, stmighlnppmﬂng,wdl ililmhdur\ce, meet other guys for morming coffee or evening fun.
speak some French and have a very hot fime. 'm dine out, cook, shop, look sexy ol the fime Care o join me? Poss the sugar, please, lMud‘mnl
vmﬂhm,uﬂ'kﬁcudii:gd '\m,uholunn [Minneapolis)] #5678 e1779
mzlmﬂykﬂ‘mb some is) DOMINANT ALL AMERICAN TOP I'm o DISCRETE PLEASURES I'm o 26 yeor old, Bi
dommn! all Americon, dlean cut, White male. I'm curious male, desiring new experiences. Fun,

ANDROGYNY FOR ME Androgynous men desired. hung.'!(h 511, 'Iadinwu‘i out, oulgoing Uﬂfjlﬂwmbfﬁvalnhﬂbdimm
mstmhdry,yywau,&yw&mglm Foufu disecse free, booze and buds are OK with me. hfssbnmtﬁwshnpmdmuhmbappaulrm
Pork, likes men who embrace both the maseuline and I demand o curious, abedient, dender mole under 35 there. (Madison) 23181
hrmmj'n in themselves, rmzauﬁﬁtw lo service me. (Minneapolis) #6202 TS ALL IN THE GAME I'm

me provd ond be real, You will five for me.
[Minneapolis] =22238

READY FOR THE WORLD I'm a 30 year old Gay
mole. I'm about 53, 1251bs and disabled. | hove o

uf LMmeupdtsl =12680

LET'S WRESTLE I'm 28 old, 511, ond
1851bs, rrnbcilng di):“ who are inferested
ondgwen‘naoil

Wi =

W'I‘I.I.ING'I'OI'I.EAEI‘mQCcymda Discreet,

open minded, ready se for fun and
anu?:amlsll wanfmsu  (Evonsion)
-

MENTOR WANTED I'm on 18 yeor old African
Americon male, 5'8, 140kbs, swimmer build, dark
hair, chrkews cloon shaven I'm locking for an elder
eman 1o tecch me o few thi Iwuldhkebhy
angmbnhum {Evanston) wﬁ’l

STRAIGHT TO THE POINT I'm locking for o

o 1810 25 ko have fun with. | prefer
%«W\?&.”m o Hispanic. Call me. (Evansion)

BOTTOM SLAVE BOY |'m a Gay, White male.
I'm about 510, 160ibs, with a military cut, Bbrli
hmrandﬁhgw l’muhntkrnshve

for o dominant M ]
ﬂ?”'mr fop. Anything goes mmpo}is

FOOT MASSAGE 'm o 44 )erayW'hmmla

HIV m 5'8 1301bs. I'm looki
pas fest massaged. | aneupngis] Q'Tmr

THE KINKIER THE BETTER |'m o submissive male,
aftroctive, &°2, 1 90ibs, fight buns and hairlass. 'm
looking for a deminate hung fop mole 1o

Prefer uncut. | would ike o worship you, The kinkier
the batter. Mmonpd:s] =18435

WEST SUBURBS I'm inferested in meeti mel’
very oral and | will moke your foes curd.
(Evonsfon) - #6295

e 65|h5 R
l | m ]

ittty
ounrw fraight ocfi nat inko

scene. |Evansion, w £

BRING YOUR ﬂml’mu%mﬂﬂenmtﬂ

37 ysars old, 59, 150ibs. I'mh:hngbraﬂnd(nﬂe

orgrwpc[ﬂmk who are uncut, ond

hung, uncu,
Call me. (Evanston
nmos;mgwm e

LOOKING FOR A BOTTOM I o 49 yer o Goy
M'ubmule anhlr,ﬂ‘l:eya very muscular. f'm

ing for a botom fimes and
rduhon pCdlmlJulnai‘]gmd i

Ammmrmﬁﬁwhil'mubm
looking for big top. | have Brown skin, beard

' looki brufn*abdmnlol:malun
wii'llOciPuri] wl7297

ANYTHING GOES I'm 21 years old 5'Ii 2]%5
Brown hair, Brown eyes, Bi, into Coll me.

Jike h 20's. I'm o versafile
,,.,:m;f% e

NEW TO MADISON I'm 57, 180lbs, 26
cld, Brown hair, Brown eyes, musculor
ulid I'm inlo outdoor s,uomiespecﬂlydcuw

mu, a dnncmg I'm Foalnng
Fru:gsfl ble relahonship.
raphas only. lMocﬁon',i =14270

“HUNG” HUNTER I'm &ft, Blond hair, Blue
eyes, rrn&mnbuld.vur}f sndumd. 'm

well endowed. (Madison] =1 ?253
EARLY MORNING HARD ON I'm locking

o get with someana in the momings or
ote evenings. (Madison) 17456

MUTUALLY SATISFYING ['m new o the
Madison areo, I'm 5'11, Blond hair, Blue

33 old. I'm looking for men for friendshi
nnr;gsnsiﬂrmm [Madisen) =17106

Lﬂ’smﬁmm?m

ng for someone 1o have o good fime with
ilkeludolalsald'ﬁetemrhmgs Call me.
(Modison} =6750

WISCONSIN DELLS | love 10 69. Call me if
youure.'iimdunder [Madison) =5610

e 19 28 et oy ke
s

BE DISAPPOINTED I'ma 22
5']0 lm muscular ond

”%%wha aiblet, mwmfn? mm
torid

and octing man. (anaapoilsl w]

1 AINT TOO PROUD TO BEG I'm 0 36 year old

E—
E.
==
@3
§
-

shve. I'm for o dominant man info Wmmrmﬂmdd 6'6, 200ibs

and discipline. Coll me. I will be o good boy foryou.  swimmers build, Blue eyes, Brown hair, fair skin, i?
[aneq.vnhsl =13189 mmhhnl;:nﬁlm bmunmg.rrnmu}
STRICT BONDAGE Fm o 30 yeor o Whiemde  (eecccic “ng1 "

into bandoge and S8M. 'm o botiom looking for
I'mmbmdhomkge M:l:upolls} =] ‘ubp

TRADE I'm o well endowed 32
-1"30:

mmmmmmrmosuy

male, 33 old, inio
I'm lock Tﬂhﬂt&pbﬁmwkl;h\muﬂd
bhuwall Coll me. (Minneapolis] =4569

ROUGH

Guy%rlurrulsmbhnkmdmmd’l I’rn

men who are into the same, (Minnaapolis)

mmmmrmudl year old, 6'2,
master looking for a slave boy 10

sadishcnauis. You will learn o serve me in
ubm:mabadam (Mionecpels) #17025

CREATIVE MIND I'm o Whike male, 5'9, 1&01bs,

aftractive. Irlteindoumdydlhmgs I ike movies,
skiing, and skareboardi on Gitroctive
guy who is infelligent, muiwe and fun, rmmiubemg

CUTE YOUNG BOY ol 2y o, g
hair, varynme,!’mesl daumtpl: versafile, fun
adventurous, pory

never creale pruih'ml,
g:*m‘“‘“‘“mmm.w

((hkpnrk] ©6182 ms.bmwe [Minnecpolis) =16820 arerw| |“uﬂdwm W"de“l
CATlmrmsl:;'MhsBrmhm&wnm =
Ehd:mda lrmdsh iry. | seak men, 22 1o 35 WA
nm;rn brmmtrg ai:ciﬂo lgnddng“ovem music, and more. | | . m’u!n
N:tﬁng kinky. | ) =1 Ihma?fmdmmnmrminm shoven =
. fops. me. (Minneapolis] =15360 BE MY SECRET LOVER I'ma 27
s:muarmmmzlmasaymde Whike mole wifh a good kocking ymmg"fm
1), dak ki bory. | ency becke, g, AND THE KITCHEN SINK TOO! Atocive, 41 /5 1052 0 3. 900° ot ook Jolb o
"ﬁ‘"ﬂ m ng of home, rmb‘mﬁh’F’)’ yoor cid, Gay, Whils mole, 1700bs, Brown i, Boe 181029, 10 secret lover. Satisfoction is
iuw taller who enjoy fife ond hove o seeof  eyes, mo Wavmﬁhﬂ&%:?&mﬂi n;ﬂﬁ guarantesd. | | 29712
Roce #2205 an '\ 3 1 :
Ricpaias wholes el el endved g o don

BOY NEXT DOOR I'ma 31 ymroHGnyan

male, 5'10, 190kbs, Huzn[ gaom

hair, pm\‘essvonnl !mp; l(ﬁx , movies,

3 events, ond ing for someane with
mmwh‘ur&ﬂmﬂip n17944

__ fowa
mm;ﬂﬂ?m |'r1tabbhmh
phone? | do. I'ma 25
male, Ih:hri&mm Im
1700, I‘dluvebdkhyouurdpms A
Whot do you say? Cadurkupnds
mYOUMymnﬂcbi‘mknlur\?jurmor

mm:hmmd Let me
W“

THE MERRIER | would like to mest loks
d&bﬁnm&huﬂd‘lm Call me. Des Moines)

ANYTHING OUTDOORS My inferests include oll
outdoor octivities, Give me a call and we con ride our
horses through the combields. (lowa City) =18095

Minnesofa_

APPLETON GUY I'm 22 yeor od Goy Whie: e
looking for someane fo have fun with, Coll me.

mmrmam: 21 years old, Brown hair,
Hazel eyes, 511 15(!!:5 I‘mbohrgfnrﬁﬁtﬂup

(Appleton) =6976

I.OOKINGFOIAGDODFIIINDImu?2yw

and o possible ip. | enjoy tennis, ski ite male new fo the area, I'm affroctive,
hiking, movies, ond concerts, I'm laoLing men G%(bs Brcwna:es mlookmg[orsnmn‘:lﬂ
around my oge. [Minneapolis) =1 funandwhamn
o ok o Lo e

some scipline, my are ORDINARY GUY I'm an ordi
raaiybpmywulnllm is dominant male knows Aﬁslﬂ:ﬂkﬂhnﬂg mnew}?gfunmdnm
what you need. [l freat ,zguuhwypum ||Emndonvunnqof'ﬂ1m Ifywm
IMnneumhsl =15 nterested please call me. ) =21201

PASSABLE TV OR TS WANTED I'm a 38 ysor old
White male, &'2, Brown hair, Brown eyes, oftroctive,
muscular, work out, | like music, dmmgw! movies,
casinos, rnvni undqnnihmwtﬁmspwd |
seeka T jal. I'm sesking
m?wgmdlm&dmddﬂmg {Minneapolis)

MNOAT‘IH!IAKEMM friendly
guys mﬂuﬂdmlﬁhumﬂdlrkﬂmml

5. I'm o Gay, lofin
:EQS'II lﬂh& rm:nwnwdmhnngmgmmd
E:'m bhwmme con fill
id in my heart. l&dsum l =]

ENCOUNTER THIS |'m o 31 yeor old, Gar White

FRIENDLY TAWI’OSWI‘I’HHE&TI’mehnghr male, 511 190lbs, Brown hair, Bhng}-u
friends, | om 26 years old, look zmgs leehnguailhmE;U top men, 21 1o 40 years old, for
Mexicon, cute.  (Minneapolis) =1 Claire| vlé&&?u

VINO MAN Do you speok ialian? Check out this
mﬂb@t This guy so|.|nds really hotll (Minneapolis)
=13128

COLD NIGHT HEAT Long term relafionship saught
by Gay, White male, Nmrsdd 5’3 1350bs.
Brown hair with Blue: ue-green

TIRED OF PLAYING GAMES I'm very athlefic,
Evmmcwhrhmr hairy chest I like ofhletic dudes and
!‘mbdurlgi long ferm relationship, Ibo:Hl'ue
undl‘m mgb&rue Ym 30

scuba diving and wrestling.

WDNI’TW‘EMIT“THEWI’mu

o o i clean,
men
o md‘:z,nndhkubdohngsm“ il

=il oy
country life, movies o

ri'ulu qualifies clru:l :nlve?;; and are ready ?°'-'
up these cool wmn’er

love and romance, let's heat

HERE FOR THE SNOW I'm new from LA, in Elk
mbr{i\aminurmhwfmw g;'ljppmd
some o L ing,

s ll.af's}n'go:?

rollerbloding, movies, ir's oll
ERRM’J] =2

{M:mmpdu] 5538 'f’hbglﬁhﬂ' Agﬂwmpmmr {Ellsworth}
m-scl.nnurmahwahs mmrgood_dmpe BISEXUAL MALE W, v
.bearded, with a ha oLmI cannot maet . looking fu?% years old
movms. dinners, qmul evenings, und mcHilng I prokissional B i s o
for a hairy man who are in shape and are 218752
'& Call me. (Minneopolis) =6

lar, lustul, rndes les
S o Wik sy
:ll & i ml‘
mmmmmurmsw 195lbs,

muscular build, model. 'm looking for o
&mndsﬁmréuhundup [Marion] =16614

MENASHA MAN I'mo male in 30's.
| enjay the outdoors. I'm r:-auL hmwvmm,
[Menasha) =16411

THIS BOTTOM WANTS YOU I'm 27 years cld,
510, Auburn hair, Gmane;m ghsses muskiche.

MANFINDER

DO AS YOUR TOLD! I'm o 50 year
‘Whike male. ImSlleru"uy

I'm
whm?n:'mﬁm ol
worship. [Milwaukee)

mno’lﬂlmodﬂpﬂroldﬁay%lle
male looki genfleman who want o
use 0 White {MMuhs! =19075

BROWN HANKY !'m o handsome 39 year old
Gay white male. I'm &'5, 190|bsundvnrywdlhung.
I'm locking b'd'uGunhﬂamhﬂxBrwn
hmkyﬁm' (Milwoukee) =19214

SOME OF US WANT TO BE ABUSED I'm 6H,
160lbs, White submissive, slave. Imsealnngu
dorminant man or a inant men o
usammuragu{urbum%] =12191
SMOOTHIE? I'm &1, 175lbs, 30's. | swim and |
dance. | have @ nice smooth body. | ike to give ond
receive massoge. (Milwaukes) =17702

immrgummﬂmbody
aving. | would like 1o r entire
|M|:§:l&| =17826 3= e

TOE AND BOOT LICKER I'm into boots and feat.
lywme too. Le¥'s fakk soon. (Milwaukee)
=13

mlmrmuﬁuy ‘White male, in search
of other men wha ara into football rund footholl
In dmw only. Discrefion mwmd Mitwaukee)

rhetd
| seek o very
of total servica and

LET ME TOP YOU OFF SAFELY I'm o While
male, 32 years ald, 511, 1501bs. Imlo(:.lunglur
batiom men for safe sex. | love getting it on with oiher
men. [Milwoukee) =17554

BROWN HANKY WIENERSNITZEL Brown
Hanlky wearers. I'm o hot German, Gay,

male; &'5, Brown hair, Blue eyas, lote 30's, 190|hs
masculine and looking for o buddy who wears o
brown hanky. I'm not info , but | enjoy
leather, I'm usually @ bottom, but f con op @
submissive boy, (Milwoukee) =17314

WWJEU%Me 62n‘11501h1 I'm
a man who s straight ocfing and appearing
lmhmdneel =16937

HOT WIRED WHEELS ('m interested in mesting
hnlg.ry;hm milwnu’seenrau Imfe.a;l, 1501bs,
Brown skin ooking, ond maintgined.
[Milwoukee) = i

SADDLE UP I'm 28 years old, Blond hair, Blue eyes,

148lbs, top mon. | like rpdmgguys {Milworukee]
RAUNCHY AND UNINHI
W‘hlle male, 6°5, 190lbs, very well

=15781
ke 4 Gay, Whie males, who Ik
g shrp lhl:ﬁ\mhej Il|35¢3 -

ON THE SIDE I'm o Gay White male, late 30's,
5’3 1501bs, hairy chest, receded hair line. I'm

for an East Side op for fun on he side. Coll
rne{ itwoukes) #7373

IBITED I'm o hot, 39

*S GET WET I'm &3, Blond hair, Hozel eyes,
|m|oohnmla} = o cnd re: l.SSlbs 1like swimming, wulhng Eﬂim E)‘leng
" J {in e “lw . me
BAY CITY ROLLER I'm o 20 yeor old Gay White o [Mr|\-ludwel 26599
m.pwg‘& wmguﬁszmss HELP ME GET OFF fm 25 yorsod s

c biunmmlmu[ ht
dnrﬂwmdg’nmvnckNIywmmmwdmlg
ilwoukes)

W , give me a call. [Mi
r French

IMPOSSIBLE 'm you
Connection in Green Bay. I'm o Gay Whike male, 59,
155lbs, Brown hair, Brown eyes Fmavelfedum
Erufuucml 1ike b"nmg hngwiis movies,
ine restauronts, coffes Jun:lng ma
non-matericlistc, nan- srmhe( m'ndnnn‘dmkar I'm

lnukmg{urmshapegws 221026 dm‘rymoe for

receiving, and 'sagd

himes. Tha m‘m is fun. (Miwackee)

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO I'm 27 yeors
old, 510, 18%5 l‘mloaklngfo:uTrunwuﬂeor

al for fun and fell Fellow
might be nice oo, Hmbenumﬂynm&lmdaﬂ
me o3 soon os possible. (Milwoukee) =22617

DEEP VOICE, SIMPLE NEEDS Ifyouroucay
Amnrrn!enl'oulwhnglnrmﬂ-momemghl
shand, this husky-voiced mon may

I'ma Gay, White male, am 5'T1, mdv-erghlégu
lhmﬂud! ir and Brown eyes, 1 am very worm,

caring, nndmmnhc I love movies and being

outdoors. Pleasa be serious and have o sense of
hulrnr“;\fellglcbng great: [Milwoukes)

A BLACK MAN'S BOY I'm 39 yeors old, While
mals, Jooking for Block guys in the Milwouke areo.
You con use this white boy whenever you see fit,
Pleasure Guaranteed! [Milwovkee) =6157

LETMGOOD‘NMES lOI..l.rmuGuyrrub

180lbs. I'm looking

gnadhrrmnndlnendshp pruw:rglnlwebknaw
seleuvcarrmmgmmry

m‘Ibcu [M:Iwwlneal =20332

SADDLE UP AND RIDE I'm o Gay bottom bo
eoking fr bl o men b v o wi ¥ you ke

m} ﬁmrmhm&yw
F'ma 31 year old
bl e

ARE YOU EXPERIENCED?

M“mpsh i o T B B ol Wk
i e m i it

18 fo 35 bﬂpmmmﬁ'%«m is.0 must.
[Mibwoukee) =18726

FREE MAID SERVICES I'm 44 yoors Gay White TV,
Looking for position as @ maid or servont, | like o
cook ond clean ond be domesticated ond feminizad. |
have a car ond can rovel, (Mitlwoukee) =20281

SLICK RICK Hello. I'm 36 years old, 58, 165lbs,
with Beown hair and Brown eyes. Imloohlngbw
into the leather scene. | am o fofal submissive,
nhscﬁmmund eager o o?}ame buﬂaﬂn:.died(‘lu
master 40 fo 50 fo frain utilize me.
(Milwoukes) t%m

bottom bay looking for a hot top muscular mon. A
hot construction worker, body builder, cop, efc. to
ioke control of me. Make me do it si. Make me your
dirty litle boy. (Milwoukes) =7498

m’fmlmf‘masmﬁ%mMa
30 years old, &, 200ibs. I'm looki

Transvestite. Ireeduﬁmnmea\peﬂanmmma
kinky cross dresser. (Milwoukee) =5255

SIT BACK AND RELAX |'m o handsome ond
bored Gay White male, eary 30's, slim, discrest,
very oral, I'm looking [ﬂ'%orﬂmlghl%nemen
“Snl W?:Ilnd like to be serviced. Call me. (Milwaukse)
-,

69ING... 'm o 35 years old Bisexual man, 58°,
1704b, in very good shape. Looking for guys 1o have
'2;13%6%9 Pm‘emsd well -hung guys. |Parl Falls)

HERE'S THE SKINNY I'm o White male,
Blond hair, Green eyes, skinny, 120bs. | like
cuddling, wmchlng movies, and the beach. If | sound
interesting lo you please call. (Racine) =17609

LIFE, LOVE, AND I'IN’PNESS I'm a 45 year old,
Gay, Whl!rl’ﬂl! looking for a friend, and tial
romantic pariner. You Eou!dbebalwmn? and
50, HIV negative, and a lover of all things ouidoors.
1am 577, have Brown hair, Gresn-eyes, and hove o
rimmed beard and mustache. 1 drink very litle ond
dont hit the bars much, but like 1o go out o dinner,
ravel, ond at the siors. | guess F'm a rroditional
romantc. (Rce Loks) 214410

MORAL OF MY STORY I'm o Gay, White male,
Wm&oﬂ g3 I*I.Enbs Brown hair, d'nngmg
lam. | en i
T e i, ooy sogrmng. e
looking for a ifs fime relotionship wulhuman 27 1o
33. You must be a non smoker and non drinker. You
should have church morals. [River Folls) =15672

mNRORIMﬁIng?ﬁndmhadmb fure
n Con I mal
Id)r‘kmm!w g;&!apnd |rn::tl'GEyDUIﬂiiwsf
Monrnelpurduyundhuveuﬁjllbadylm lhope!n
guywhol'lmlntwnuw

d'rf'lemnlh make somethi
nﬁml 19189

mowmmcwnwmcmsrmu
QymrddGay%mmule &1, 275lbs, Brown

hoir, Blue eyes. I’mlmh rnGnymnleMms
mhfuhd |nu lp Ihm many
interests. Col m

BiG HEARTED BEAR If welonhnglu(ublg
|'nuﬂndblarb|mmilm ¥'m 43 years old, 6°2,

Blue Brownish rmdermebrha
anuﬂpu cuf:?lh35v&\o:rw|d
like to po ';eu papa beor. [Wisconsin
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ASYLUM
Continued from Page 1

licized case of an African woman fleeing
genital mutilation, represent a significant
rethinking of the applications of asylum
law. Once reserved for those whose relig-
ious or political views made them the tar-
gets of official persecution, asylum law is
mcreasingly being applied to those who are
outcasts' by virtue of cultural or medical
differences with the prevailing norm.

Their case histories are shocking testi-
mony (o the degradations suffered by homo-
sexuals in many parts of the world, and to
the relative tolerance of the United States.
Among them:

_A Gay Mexican man who was harassed
and robbed by police, then raped and bru-
talized by soldiers.

_A Gay Brazlian man who was repeat-
edly raped at gunpoint by police. On one oc-
casion, he was taken to jail, where the
commanding officer encouraged criminals
to gang-rape and brutalize him. After flee-
ing o the United States, he discovered he
was infected with HIV, the virus that causes
AIDS,

A feminist and Lesbian activist who won
asylum after arguing she could face the
death penalty for homosexuality in her na-

CLASSIFIEDS

Inn at Pine Ridge —B&B esp for womyn. Hot tub,
sauna, veg brunch. Hike, x-ski, rest. Near Fau Claire.
By res. (715) 984-2272. b

Chanticieer Guest House—located on 30 privaw
acres in picturesque Door County, WL Suites in-
clude: double whirlpool, fireplace, private bath, en-

tertainment center, breakfast to room. For reserva-

tion or color brochure, call Brvon and Darrin at

(414) 746-0737 u
Penis and Nipple Enlurgement

Custom vacuum pumps or surgical. Gam 1-3
inches. Permanent, safe. Enhance erection. For FREE
brochures: Dr. Joel Kaplan, (312) 409-1950. Latest
enlargement info. 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/m)

Lose Weight Now
The last weight loss program you will ever need
Money Back Guarantee. Doctor recommmended. 100%
natural. Successfully used by over 20 million people
worldwide in the last 15 years. Not sold in any store.
For details call: (414) 529-0862. d

Employment

Interior Designer — Bachman Fumiture has an im-
mediate full-ime position open for an mterior de-
signer. Individual must be a self'motivated, profes-
sional with a strong desire to succeed; enthusiastic,
and sales-onented. As a member of our team. you wall
represent Milwaukee's most unique store in fumish-
ngs and design. We offer highly competitive pay and
bonus package. Contact Diane at (414) 461-9000 to
schedule an interview. b

Bartender
Bartender—Must be 21 or older. No experience nec-
essary. Will train. Must be dble to get license. Prefer
outgomg personality, willing to work, good pay, This
IsIt 418 E. Wells. 3:00 to 8:00 pan.

FOR SALE

Want to sell two beds. One waterbed, excellent con-
dition, king-size. mahogany frame, large canopy, mir-
rors, $500 or will consider hest offer. Also, king-size
futon sofa bed, excellent condition. $500. Call (414)
T744-0887.

Public Notices

Wisconsin Light seeking volunteer to do filing one
aflemnoon or evening a week. Call Jerry @ (414) 372-
2773;

CLASSIFIEDS |

tive Iran.

_A Russian Lesbian who was repeatedly
arrested, expelled from school and fired
from jobs, then threatened with psychiatric
institutionalization to *"cure” her.

It is impossible to say just how common--
or uncommon--these cases are. Asylum case
records are confidential, and the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service won't say
how many cases have been decided on the
basis of sexual orientation. The Intemational
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commis-
sion in San Francisco counts 43 cases
through July 5, 1996, but that count is not
exhaustive.

It seems safe to say, though, that the Gay
and Lesbian cases account for only a tiny
fraction of all asylum cases. In 1994, the
last year for which complete figures are
available, the United States received
146,468 applications for political asylum
and granted 8,131.

That doesn't placate some critics of U.S.
immigration policy, who are alarmed by the
Gay and Lesbian asylum claims.

*"We think this is part of a broader proc-
ess designed to completely corrupt the
meaning of the political asylum laws," said
K.C. McAlpin, deputy director of FAIR, the
Federation for American Immigration Re-
form, which advocates much stricter con-
trols on immigration.

McAlpin said he sympathizes with Gays
and Lesbians who face intolerance, but be-
lieves they should be working to change the
attitudes in their native lands. He draws a
distinction between social ostracism and
political persecution.

“"What about kids who dress like punk
rockers?" McAlpin asked. “"That may be
frowned upon in a country like Iran. Is that
going to be grounds for political asylum in

Milwaukee-Bayview $200 first month's remt. 2
bdmn., livingroom, diningroom, appliances, heat in-
cluded. Security deposit. Contact Bobby @ (414)
4820311

172 W. Wilber Ave. (3700s), Milwaukee 53207. 3
bdrm, % bath, all appl. C.A. 1500 sq. fL., in impoocca-
ble condition. Country setting in fhe city. Flexible
owner needs a tenant after the 1" of the year. $900
month. (414) 281-8873. a

Sleeping Room for Rent
231 South 2™ Street
(Above C'est La Vie)
New Paint & Carpets * Very Clean

Call (414) 291-9600

Housing Share

Quiet GF seeks one to share 2 bedmm nesr Arboretum
i MADISON. Sumy, hardwood floors, laundry,
storage; NS, no pets. Friendly, low key a plus, Avail-
ahle inmediately. $280+ (608) 256-4066 b

e e T e

Moving Services

Moving
Moving? One item or everything, careful, expenienced
insured. Call (414) 479-0595 or 230-9916,

Organizations

GALANO CLUB. A social club serving the
recovering Gay and Lesbian community.
Regularly scheduled AA, NA, Al-Anon, ACOA
and other 12-step meetings. Open nightly. 2408
N. Farwell Avenue, (414) 276- 6936. X

Personals

GWM, 36, 5°107, 190 Ib., br hair/eyes. Looking for
friendship/relationship. I'm handicapped'w speech
impedimenl. Am mobile. Will relocate. Am social
drinker and smoker. Call Mark at (414) 253-0921. ¢

Season’s Greetings!
Gay Male, 6°1", 195 Ibs., Dark, exotic features, fi-
nancially set, extremely handsome, athletic, loves
traveling. Secks friends to correspond. If sincere and
secking romance or new friendships. Send photos.
Write: James Bush, Jr., 4224 N. 22™ St., Milwaukee,
Wi 53209, Relocated from Michigan to ares.

CLASSIFIED ORDERS: Completely fill out this form and mail to WISCONSIN LIGHT, 1843 N.

Palmer, Milwaukee, WI53212.

the United States?"

Advocates for the Gay and Lesbian asy-
lum-seekers say their clients are very much
the victims of political persecution, whether
or not it stems from a conscious government
campaign against homosexuality. Their
tormentors are frequently police officers, the
very people to whom they would ordinarily
turn for help.

Hiroshi Motomura, a professor of law at
the University of Colorado who edits the
leading legal casebook on asylum law, said
the Gay asylum cases are based on “'well-
settled precedent.”" He sees them as part of a
general broadening of asylum law that in-
cludes cases of persecution against women.

However, Motomura questioned the wis-
dom of a judgment last year that granted
asylum to a heterosexual man from Togo on
the basis of his infection with HIV. The man
argued he would be a social outcast in Togo,
and would receive poor medical care there.

"'l question personally whether the un-
availability of drugs is what asylum was
intended for," Motomura said, Taken to its
logical extreme, he noted, such a precedent
could open U.S. borders to tens of millions
of the world's sick and outcast.

In addition to the man from Togo, several
HIV-positive Gay men have been granted
asylum. In some cases, their HIV status was
cited as a supporting reason they likely
would suffer persecution.

Being HIV-positive still can be grounds
for deportation from the United States. But
lawyers who work in asylum law insist
there is no contradiction--the whole point of
asylum law is that humanitarian concemns
should sometimes override normal immi-
gration restrictions.

The cases of Gay and Lesbian asylum
have come from throughout the world, but
most are from Latin America, probably be-
cause it is simply closer. European coun-
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tries, which have similar asylum policies,
are more likely to grant asylum to gays and
lesbians from the Middle East and the for-
mer Soviet Bloc nations.

Among the Latin American asylum-
seekers, Jose Cruz offers a fairly typical
case.

The middle child in a working-class fam-
ily of nine, Cruz grew up in a small city in
El Salvador and began to experience intol-
erance and ridicule long before he knew he
was homosexual--or even what homosexu-
ality was.

“'From an early age, | was effeminate," he
writes in his application for asylum. This
caused his parents to suspect he was Gay-
something he didn't realize himself until
adolescence. In one of the tragicomic epi-
sodes of his young life, he recalls the time
his parents sent him to a prostitute to *"cure
my effeminate ways and homosexuality and
make me a man.”

He said he paid the prostitute to say they'd
had sex--a lie.

Meanwhile, at age 13, Cruz said, he was
raped by a local soldier. It was the first of
several such incidents, always involving
soldiers, police or paramilitary *'death
squads.”

In what Cruz described as the most terri-
fying of these encounters, and one of the
only ones that did not involve rape, he and
two friends were surrounded on a San Sal-
vador street in the summer of 1987 by two
paramilitary commandos--young men who
were "'buffed and pumped," Cruz would re-
call. They ordered Cruz and his friends to
the pavement and began to search their be-
longings.

One of his friends, en route to a drag
show, had a bag containing a dress, wig and
makeup. When the commandos opened it,
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A Co-operafive Venture of Your Favorite Bar...

Milwaukee AIDS Project

MAP ond BESTD Clinic working together fo serve the gay/lesbion community. For more information coll 414 /225-1502 or 414/272-2144
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POLITICAL

Continued from Page 18
Cruz said, "'They screamed, ‘Culeros
(faggots), you're a disgrace to society! You
deserve to die now!™

The men beat them with the buits of their
guns, Cruz said. "I felt faint from the pain
of their blows." Finally, just as one had
pulled a knife and pledged to “"cut up your
little faggot bodies into little pieces for the
vultures,” three cars drove by and parked.
The commandos fired a shot into the air and
fled.

It was this incident, and the memory of

GAY ORGY

24-Hr. Relief

1-900-745-2398
1-800-721-8664

$2-4/Min. 18+

those insults, that reduced Cruz to tears
during a recent interview. He spoke through
a translator at the small, neat apartment he
now shares with a sister in suburban Hemp-
stead.

He is dressed in a black-and-white
checked jacket, his long black hair pulled
into a ponytail, a black leather hat perched
on his head.

Since coming to the United States illegally
in 1988, crossing over the Mexican border
hidden in the recesses of a mobile home,
Cruz has scratched out a living painting
trucks, washing hair in a beauty salon and,

lately, cleaning a shop. He dreams of getting
his beauticians' license and returning to a
hair salon.

Clearly, the United States has been good
to him. Not once, Cruz said, has he been
victimized because of his homosexuality.
"And if [ were ever to experience that, |
would have fled this country, too,” he said.

Then he amends that statement. There is a
crucial difference between the abuses homo-
sexuals suffer in the United States and those
he suffered in El Salvador, he said.

“"Because, you know, there are laws that
protect people, including homosexuals, from
abuse. Whereas in my country, you could
never file a complaint."
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Happier Times - The staff of the Main Club is shown in this Christmas greeting sent out before the bar bumed

down in a tragic early moming fire took the lives of two Gay men. :

MAIN CLUB
Continued From Page 1

Others commented on the role the bar
played in developing a community in Supe-
rior. “Before the Main Club there was no
community. That bar built whatever we
have up here,” said a Lesbian regular.

By Sunday December 28, flowers lefl by
concerned Main Club regulars and other
members of the community were seen at the
sile,

Victims Mourned

Along with the loss of the Main Club, the
Superior Duluth community is mourning
the loss of two Gay men who were killed in
the fire.

Laird Rengo, 40, of Duluth and Montrio
“Troy” Burchard were in Buchard’s apart-
ment above the bar when the fire broke out.
An autopsy 15 scheduled to be performed.
According to the Duluth Tribune, firefight-
ers on the scene speculated that the pair died
of smoke inhalation.

Burchard was a bartender at the Club.
Although he was relatively new to the area

he had already become known for his
friendly style and his ability to party.

Rengo, was known as a good friend to
have. Those who knew him speak of his
helping a close friend who is dying from
AIDS as just one example of his kindness.

One of those who knew Rengo well was
Linda Estel who worked as a Main Club
bartender for the last 11 years. Estel told
The Wisconsin Light, “He was a very,
very, nice man, Very courteous and re-
spectful, just a real nice guy. He had many
friends throughout the community, it is a
big loss for lots of people.”

Dan Marolt, owner of JT's Bar, an alter-
native establishment which opened last
April told Wisconsin Light “There were a
lot of tears last night. Troy had recently
moved here, people didn’t know him as
well, but a lot of us knew Laird for years.
He was such a great guy we can’t believe he
is gone.”

Chronology of The Main
Club Building

Records reveal the two-story brick and
wood building that housed the Mam Club
was either a restaurant or bar for most of its
life.

Built circa 1890-92 by Frank Kehrback.
1897: owned by the LaPage brothers.

1898: owned by Martin Smith.

1903: owned by Jacob Davis.

1914: owned by Isaac Korpi.

1917: became a restaurant owned by Stan-
ley Thomas.

1917-24: history is unclear,

1924: a 'sofi-dnnk” establishment during
prohibition run by Emil Vukovich,

1930: listed as ""lodgings" under Vukovich.

1935: the International Tavem, ofifen fre-
quented by longshoremen, also owned by
Vukowvich.

1955: became the International Night Club,
listed to Vukovich,

1979-80; hecame Al's Waterfront Bar.

1983: became the Main Club under Bob
Jansen.

As  published by The Duluth Tribune
Source: Joe Korman, collections manager

at the Douglas Ceunty Historical Society

Superior’s First Openly Gay Bar

The Main Club had been operating since
1983. Its clientele came from throughout
Northern Wisconsin and Northern Minne-
sota,

It was Superior’s first openly Gay bar.
Some said that its very existence flew in the
face of those who think that Gay culture
could only be found in bigger cities. For
many Gays and Lesbians the Main Club
provided the only safe space they had.

Some patrons regularly drove three hours
one way to be with their friends at the Main
Club,

Owner A Leader of the Community

Talk to Gays and Lesbians in the Twin
Ports Area and they will tell you that Main
Club owner, Bob Jansen, is the leader of
their community. They say Jansen, put his
heart and soul into making The Main Club
the hub of community life.

From the beginning the bar was more than
a place to socialize, 1t was a political hub as
well. More often than not Jansen and his
customers were at the forefront of Gay and
Lesbian causes like AIDS awareness, Pride
organizing for elections and fighting homo-
phobia.

Owner Recognized For His Work

Jansen’s work did not go unrecognized.
In 1994 he was presented with a Stonewall
Award at PrideFest honoring him for his
courageous and often lonely stands against
homophobia.

Last June, Jansen was named Grand
Marshall of the Twin Cities Pride Parade.
That parade held in Minneapolis drew tens
of thousands of spectators who cheered him
as he rode down the route.

Future Plans Not Certain

When asked about his plans for rebuild-
ing, Jansen told Wisconsin Light that it
was too early to say but he did say that the
bar was under insured.

“1 am not thinking about that right now. 1
am thinking about the people whose lives
we lost and those who feel that they lost
their home when the bar burned down,” said
Jansen.

General Community Supportive
Joanne Moody, owner of The Trio, a
Superior bar with a primarily Lesbian cli-
entele echoes Estel’s sentiments. “Every-

one is in shock. We lost two people in the
fire. No one can believe it happened. The
whole town is very sympathetic.
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going to have a benefit on New Year’s eve
for the Main Club, We are getting dona-
tions from everyone all over town.”

Proceeds from the benefit will be used to
help Jansen defray expenses. The Wiscon-
sin Light has donated a “First Wives Club”
movie poster signed by Bette Midler. The
poster will be on display at the Trio Club,
820 Tower Street, Superior. Chances to win
it are $5.00 each.

Jansen told The Wisconsin Light that the
Mayor of Duluth, Gary Doty, called to ex-
press his condolences. “The Superior Police
and Fire Departments have been great and
very supportive as well.”

Jansen also said the media coverage was
very good, but added that he had asked the
local media to mention that the Main Club
was a Gay bar, something that some outlets
had not done. “I thought that it was impor-
tant for people to understand how important
this place was for our community.”

Moody agreed with Jansen’s assessment
that local media coverage was very sensitive
and well done. The Dulath Tribune ran
two very well written and sensitive pieces
on the fire and the bar. The Superior
Evening Telegram also did a major story
on the fire.

Ironically it was the work done by Jansen
and those he organized that has helped cre-
ate greater understanding in the Twin Ports
area,

The sympathy expressed by the media and
the local community is a consolation to a
commuity in a state of shock. “It’s a huge
loss to the community, said Estel. “It was a
cornerstone for us.”
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She adds, “Like many others, [ have many
personal memories, lovers I've met, lovers |
broke up with, people who came in and dis-
covered themselves for the first time, meet-
ing new friends and having fun with old
ones. We all have our memories, and no
fire no can destroy them.”

“The Wisconsin Light™ thanks Jason
Skog of “The Duluth Tribune” for his
help in providig background information
used in this story.

We Are Family
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Our Best
Wishes for a
Prosperous &
Happy 1997!
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