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Give the People Light and they will find their own way.

The Wisconsin Light

New Study Shows
One in Three Have
Changed Behaviors
to Avoid AIDS

Atlanta, GA--Nearly one-third of Ameri-
cans say they have changed their sex habits to
avoid AIDS, including using condoms more
and sleeping with fewer partners. Some, ac-
cording to the survey, have given up sex en-
tirely.

Even those at extremely low risk of geiting
the disease are being more careful, though the
researchers found that people with the greatest
chance of AIDS are doing the most to protect
themselves.

“People respond to the idea that sex is po-
tentially a life or death decision,'"' said Joel A.
Feinleib of the University of Chicago.

The findings on sex in the age of AIDS are
based on newly analyzed data from the Na-
tional Health and Social Life Survey, the larg-
est random survey ever conducted of Ameri-
can sexuality.

The study, much of which was published in a
book last year, was based on 90-minute inter-
views with 3,434 Americans about their most
private acts and desires. The group surveyed
ranged in age from 18 to 59.

The latest data were released on February 17
at a meeting of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.

One criticism of the study is the difficulty of
knowing whether people are telling the truth.
This may be especially important in judging
their response to AIDS, since almost everyone
knows what answers are considered socially
acceptable.

In the survey, 30 percent of U.S. adults said
they had changed their behavior in some way
as a result of AIDS, and 3 percent of adults
are avoiding sex completely because of AIDS.

John Gagnon of the State University of New
York in Stony Brook said the 30 percent figure
is probably the “upper bounds estimate'' of
what is really true.

Even if accurate, however, Gagnon said no
one knows if this is enough to have a signifi-
cant impact on the epidemic.

Of the 30 percent who say they have changed
their sex practices, the survey found:

29 percent use condoms more often.

26 percent limit themselves to one sex
partner. )

25 percent choose their partners more
carefully or get to know them better.

11 percent reduce their number of part-
ners.

11 percent abstain from sex entirely.

Having many sex partners increases the risk
of AIDS, and the statistics show just how seri-
ously those people are taking AIDS.

For instance, the survey found that 78 per-
cent of those who have slept with between 11
and 20 people in the last five years have
changed their behavior.

By contrast, 12 percent of those with just one
partner in five years are doing something dif-
ferent because of AIDS.

Feinleib noted that 75 percent of the popula-
tion is at such low risk of AIDS that they
probably do not need to alter their sex prac-
tices.

Madison and Milwaukee AIDS Housing

Projects Jeopardized by Federal Budget Cuts

HUD Grants for Rodney Scheel House and MAP Family Housing May
be Reduced or Eliminated
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Milwaukee-- As Wisconsin Light goes to
press, the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin
(ARCW) has issued an “urgent Action Alert”
to AIDS activists throughout Wisconsin that all
federal AIDS housing funds have been targeted
for elimination by the leadership of the new
Congressional majority, which could mean
withdrawal of multi-million dollar grant
awards to the Madison AIDS Support Network
(MASN) and the Milwaukee AIDS Project
(MAP) for crucial AIDS housing projects.

The ARCW Alert urges the AIDS com-
munity to immediately call their respective
Congressmen in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. The full House will soon be vot-
ing on these budget cuts

The ARCW Public Policy Office will pro-
vide you with the name and phone number
of your Congressman and key staff. For this
information, call: (414) 273-1991, ext. 247.

Utah Rushes to Stop Gay Marriages, While
South Dakota Hesitates--For Now

Salt Lake City, UT- Legislation that would
deny recognition to same-sex marriages won
unanimous endorsement by a Utah House
committee that was told the measure could
face a legal challenge. At the same time, Ha-
wai'i forged ahead on the same-sex marriage
issue.

Utah already bans same-sex marriages.
House Bill 366 would deny recognition of such
marriages performed in other states. Hawaii is

Greg Louganis, World’s Greatest Olympic
Diver, Is a Person Living With AIDS

New York, NY-Greg Louganis, 35, the
only man to sweep diving gold medals at con-
secutive Olympics, said he has AIDS and was
HIV-positive when he hit his head during the
1988 Summer Games and bled into the pool.

Louganis, in an interview with ABC News
“20-20"" televised Friday, February 24, said
that he tested positive for the HIV virus just
before the 1988 Games in Seoul and that it has
developed into what the Centers for Disease
Control defines as AIDS.

“It's just so sad,” said Scott Donie, a silver
medalist in the 10-meter platform at Barce-
lona. “He’s such an incredible person and was
such an incredible athlete. It's no different
than when I heard about Arthur Ashe or Magic
Johnson. When someone you hold in such high
regard gets something like this; it reminds you
of how human we all are. It's difficult to ac-
cept.”

In the preliminaries of the 1988 springboard
event, Louganis cracked his head on a reverse

dive and became “paralyzed with fear'' when
he started bleeding in the pool.

“I was so stunned,'’ Louganis told Walters.
“I mean, what was going on in my mind at the
time was, ‘What's my responsibility? Do I say
something?'"'

“I just held my head ... I just wanted to hold
the blood in,'' Louganis told interviewer Bar-
bara Walters.

He did not reveal his condition to the U.S.
Olympic Committee (USOC) doctor who gave
him five stitches, and felt sure the chlorinated
water in the pool would dilute the virus.

The next day, Louganis easily won the
springboard gold. When it was over, he
wrapped his arms around coach Ron O'Brien
and sobbed.

He said he told his coach “nobody will ever
know what we've been through. "

He won four gold medals for springboard
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one state that could legalize such unions.

The House Energy, Natural Resources and
Agriculture: Committee unanimously endorsed
the measure on February 20 with no debate.

“(There are) possible due-process issues
since marriage is a fundamental constitutional
right,"" legislative attorney Janetha Hancock
wrote in a legal assessment of the bill. “But
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“The Contract For America has gone too far
and is gutting this country’s most humane re-
sponse to the AIDS epidemic,” said Doug Nel-
son, ARCW Executive Director, who had just
returned from Washington, D.C. where he
testified before the Senate Committee charged
with re-authorizing the Ryan White CARE
Act.

“More than half of the people living with
AIDS in Wisconsin need housing assistance.
Without these HUD funds the prospects for
severe homelessness among people with AIDS
are profoundly increased,” Nelson said.

The ARCW Alert reported that the massive
cuts to the HUD budget may result in elimina-
tion of funds carried over by HUD from prior
fiscal years which have not yet been spent and
therefore jeopardizes the Madison and Mil-
waukee AIDS housing projects.

“With all of the investment by the Madison
community in the Rodney Scheel House, it is
outrageous that this Congress is prepared to
scuttle that vital program for the Madison
AIDS community,” said Nelson.

“In Milwaukee, we have invested more than
a year’s effort in planning for our housing
project for families with HIV and we are pre-
pared to break ground in the next few months
to construct this critically needed housing
project.

“Both of our communities have received
million-dollar HUD grants to make safe and
affordable housing for the AIDS community a
reality,” Nelson continued. “We can’t let
reckless budget-cutting kill these crucial
housing programs,” he asserted.

Nelson said that in addition to the Madison
and Milwaukee HUD grants, Wisconsin stands
to lose $650,000 in housing assistance from
HUD through the complete elimination of the
Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS
Program (HOPWA). :

“We desperately need HOPWA funds for
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High Court’s Decision to Review Colorado’s
Amendment 2 is the Most Crucial Civil

Rights Case in Decades

Denver, CO-- For perhaps the first time
ever and never again, the two sides agree.
Both advocates for the civil rights of Lesbians
and Gay men and the Far Religious Right say
that the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on
February 21 to review Colorado’s Amendment
2 is a watershed.

“This is our Brown Vs the Board of Educa-
tion, said Richard Evans, whose name is listed
first on the original filing of the Amendment 2
lawsuit. “Hopefully, it will go the same way.”

By Brown Vs the Board of Education, the
Supreme Court, in 1954, said racial segrega-
tion violated African Americans’ right to equal
protection under the law. The decision paved
the way for the African American civil rights
movement of the 1960s.

Amendment 2, approved by Colorado voters
in 1992, would permit legal discrimination
against Gay people. The Amendment has

never taken effect because the Colorado
courts, including the State Supreme Court,
found the amendment unconstitutional.

Evans, a grants manager in the Denver
Mayor's office, said that now, “Gay and Les-
bian issues will be raised to a national level
like they’ve never been raised before.”

Will Perkins, whose Colorado for Family
Values (CFV) wrote and campaigned for the
amendment, said the high court’s ruling would
be “crucial,” adding his hope the court would
be favorable to Amendment 2 in its ruling and
thus show that “homosexuals are not entitled
to the same civil rights” as others. “The fact
that they choose to practice homosexuality
does not give them any special rights at all,”
he said.

Perkins said that he was “looking forward”
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
Suit May Force FDA to Approve HIV Home Test '

Washington, D.C.— Dana Berliner, staff attorney at the Institute for Justice, a D.C. based
public interest firm, told a forum on HIV home testing on February 28 that her firm is
“prepared to pursue legal action if it becomes necessary and the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) does not approve home access testing soon.” Berliner argued that “the most common
and least appreciated form of regulation in the modern world is delay,” noting that the FDA
“has been reviewing the issue and withholding approval of home access testing for 1he last
seven years. During that time, at least 300,000 Americans became HIV positive. Individuals
have a right to choose home testing if they want it.” Berliner spoke at a forum on HIV home
testing sponsored by Gays and Lesbians for Individual Liberty.

NIKE Ad Features HIV Positive Runner

Portland, OR—AP-- Once again, NIKE has broken new ground in advertising, this time by
featuring a marathon runner who learned he was HIV + in 1987. “Finally, at least one main-
steam marketer is acknowledging reality--that there are millions of people living with HIV,”
said Bradley Johnson, a Los Angeles editor of Advertising Age magazine. NIKE began running
the ad featuring Los Angeles runner Ric Munoz in February. Munoz, 36, lives in West Holly-
wood and is openly Gay. The 30-second commercial shows Munoz running through Malibu
Canyon State Park. As the scenery changes, captions say, “Ric Munoz, Los Angeles; 80 miles
every week; 10 marathons every year; HIV positive; Just Do It.”

This ad is not only gutsy on NIKE's part, but quite useful to educating viewers,” said Sean
Strub, editor of POZ, a magazine for and about people living with HIV. “People who are HIV
+ have to deal with exercise, getting fired, breaking up and falling in love, all the things eve-
ryone else in society has to go through,™ Strub said.

The ad fits well with NIKE's “Just Do It” slogan, said Jack Cox, a member of the Portland-
based HIV Advocacy Council. “It’s an affirmation that says, "Do what you can. Just do your
life.” The message is right on.”

Idaho Students Confront Gay Dorm Resident

Moscow, ID--AP-- Residents of the University of Idaho’s Upham Hall have expressed their
homophobia over having a Gay man in their midst in some questionable ways that have gotten
the attention of other students. About a dozen people--mostly students--marched from the Stu-
dent Union Building to the residence hall on February 21 to protest harassment of a Gay friend
who lives at Upham Hall. As protesters carried signs and passed out fliers, Upham Hall resi-
dents taunted them and yelled obscenities from the dorm windows.

The Gay student who asked not to be identified, has been verbally abused. Computer-
generated messages also have been posted on a bulletin board at the dorm: “We, the men of
Upham Hall, do not care for faggots. In fact, get out,” one read. Signs have been ripped off his
door and insults have been written on his message board.

Colorado House Panel Kills Bill Adding Anti-Gay

violence to Hate Crimes in State

Denver, CO-—-AP-- A bill that would have added crimes against Gays and Lesbians to the list
of Colorado’s hate crimes died in a legislative committee on February 16, on a 7-6 vote of the
House Finance Committee, The committee discussed the bill only briefly, but the attack against
the bill was led by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colorado Springs) and Rep. Jim Congrove (R-
Arvada), Lamborn said Colorado “has enough laws and doesn’t need any more.” Several
Christian ministers associated with the Far Right Wing Colorado for Family Values spoke
against the bill.

British Columbia Approves Same-Sex Adoptions

Victoria, BC--AP-- British Columbia’s government has quietly changed its adoption rules to
allow same-sex couples to adopt infants. The head of the province’s adoption services, Trudy
Usher, said the change was made to give same-sex couples the same rights as different-sexed
couples. Usher pointed out that nowhere on the adoption application form is there a guestion
asking of the couple is Gay or straight. The move was opposed by the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops which issued a statement that said that same-sex couple “do not fit the
Church’s definition of a family.”

Gay Activists Challenge Referendum in Court

Augusta, ME—-AP- A proposed referendum that would repeal any local laws in Maine pro-
viding civil rights protections for Gay people violates the state constitution and should not be
placed on the ballot, according to Gay activists and the American Civil Liberties Union. “It’s a
disguised attempt to amend the Constitution of the State of Maine,” said Patricia Peard of the
Maine Civil Liberties Union of the initiative proposed by the Far Right Wing religious group,
Concerned Maine Families. “You cannot amend the constitution through the initiative referen-
dum process.”

The Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) filed a motion for summary judgment in
Kennebec County Superior Court on February 22. They sought a judgment that the initiative
violates the state constitution and should not be placed on the ballot. The referendum would also
bar adding groups or categories to those now listed in the Maine Human Rights Act as protected
from discrimination. Also, assaults based on sexual orientation would not longer be covered by
the state’s hate crimes law.

Nobody in Minnesota Jacks Off?--And If They Do,
They Shouldn’t Talk About it

St. Paul, MN--AP-- The Minnesota Family Council said on February 21 that some state edu-
cation officials should be fired because of materials about safer sex and Gay people distributed
at a recent education conference. The materials include a pamphlet called “Safer Sex Can Be
Fun,” which includes comments about masturbation, fantasies and sex toys. “These materials
are inappropriate for public school use,” Darrell McKigney, legislative director of the ultra-
conservative Family Council said in a letter to Minnesota governor Arne Carlson. The pam-
phlets were given to teachers and parents at the Minnesota School Health Education Conference
in Brooklyn Park in early February. McKigney was particularly upset over masturbation saying
that school children in Minnesota shouldn’t be learning about such a thing. If they do it, he is
reported to have said, they shouldn’t be talking about it. “That's what led President Clinton to
fire Joycelyn Elders,"” he said.

Mel White Jailed for Protesting

Virginia Beach, VA--AP-- The former writer for Pat Robertson, Jerry Falwell, Billy Gra-
ham and Oliver North, is on a hunger strike in a Virginia Beach detention facility. Dr. Mel
White, the dean of the Dallas Metropolitan Community Church is refusing food as a protest
against Robertson’s stance on Lesbians and Gay men, which, White says, contributes to the
violence directed against them. White vows to continue his fast until Robertson opens a dia-
logue about his anti-Gay rhetoric.

Domestic Partnership Gets Boost in Alaska

Fairbanks, AK-- The Fairbanks, Alaska Superior Court has issued a decision that denying
benefits to the same-sex partner of an employee is a violation of Alaska State Law prohibiting
discrimination based on marital status. The decision comes in favor of two employees of the
University of Alaska, Mark Tumeo and Kate Wattum, who both requested the standard benefits
package for their same sex partners. The University refused and Tumeo and Wattum took the
school to courf. The University has indicated that they will appeal the decision to the State Su-
preme Court.

News Briefs are compiled by the Editor from mainstream newspapers and wire
services, organizational press releases and Gay and Lesbian papers from across the U.S.

Sailor Argues that Having Sex with Another
Man is no Basis for Military Discharge

Seattle, WA--The military's ban on Gay sex
“has nothing to do with whether a Gay person
can or can't control his urges,'" but remains
necessary to ensure good discipline and morale
in the armed forces, a government lawyer has
told a federal judge.

Despite recent court rulings that found it is
unconstitutional to discharge service members
who simply acknowledge they are Lesbian or
Gay, “there appears to be universal acceptance
among the courts that homosexual acts are
proscribed in the military context,'' deputy
assistant attorney general John Rogovin said.
Rogovin, who came from Washington, D.C.,
to argue the administration's position, made
his arguments February 22, before U.S. Dis-
trict Judge William Dwyer in the case of a
Navy petty officer challenging the military's
year-old “Don't Ask, Don't Tell'' policy re-
garding Gay service personnel.

Dwyer will rule at a later date.

Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Mark A. Philips
contends being discharged for acknowledging
that he has had sex with other men, violates
his constitutional guarantees of free speech,
equal protection and privacy.

“When a heterosexual couple announces they
are going to get married, there is not a ... pre-
sumption that they will engage in oral sex,'’
even if studies indicate many do, said Jett
Whitmer, Philips' attorney.

But if service members “say, ‘I am Gay,’
they assume the burden of proof that they do
not perform certain acts,"’ he said.

“The core constitutional question is, do we
treat them equally?'’

Attorneys and a Pentagon spokesman said
Philips' challenge is the first to the “Don't
Ask, Don't Tell'' policy to be argued in court.
A second case is pending in New York.

Philips is seeking to throw out the policy
partly on the same grounds that courts earlier
rejected discharges based on a person's ad-
mission that he or she was Gay.

In addition to saying that he is Gay, Philips
disclosed he had had sex with other men.

Because the “Don’t Ask, Don't Tell'* policy
gives some leeway to homosexuals, “we have
a government that recognizes the legitimacy of
homosexual service members,'' Whitmer said.

But when it comes to consensual sexual acts,
heterosexuals are not regulated, while homo-
sexuals must prove their activity is not sod-
omy, he said.

“Within homosexual acts we can go from
homosexual rape to two men holding hands,"'
Whitmer said. )y

The ban on homosexual acts covers admis-
sions by service members that they have a
“concrete intent and desire’’' to perform such
acts, Rogovin said.

The policy is necessary, Rogovin added, to

maintain good morale, discipline and “unit co-
hesion. "'

Rogovin admitted under questioning from
Dwyer that private homosexual acts wouldn't
affect the cohesiveness of a unit.

But “it's a very practical problem when
somebody's ... homosexuality becomes well-
known,'' he said, affecting the privacy rights
of other service members.

He likened the situation to the “sexual ten-
sion'' when a heterosexual man and woman
are in the shower together, even if they have
no intention of having sex.

“The concept here has nothing to do with
whether a homosexual can or can't control his
urges,"' Rogovin said.

Philips was serving aboard the Bremerton-
based supercarrier USS Nimitz when he dis-
closed his being Gay to his commanding offi-
cer and a local newspaper shortly after Presi-
dent Clinton was elected in November 1992.
Clinton had vowed to end the military's ban on
Gay and Lesbian service personnel.

In December 1992, while responding to
questions from his ship's legal officer about
his sexual orientation, Philips also disclosed he
had sex with other men.

In July, a Navy panel recommended that
Philips be honorably discharged under the new
policy, which took effect last February 28.

Philips sued.

Dwyer in December issued an injunction
against the discharge pending Wednesday's
hearing.

Philips' arguments, although involving the
new military policy, are similar to those in
cases of service members discharged under the
old policy.

Washington National Guard Col. Margarethe
Cammermeyer, who had been discharged after
disclosing she is a Lesbian, won a highly pub-
licized ruling last June that the previous mili-
tary ban on Lesbians and Gays was unconsti-
tutional. She was reinstated.

Cammermeyer was in the courtroom for
Wednesday's hearing.

The judge in her case, U.S. District Judge
Thomas Zilly, said “the rationales offered by
the government to justify its exclusion of ho-
mosexual service members are grounded solely
in prejudice."’

In another “old policy'' case, the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled Aug. 31 in the
case of Navy Petty Officer Keith Meinhold
that merely declaring oneself to be Gay was
insufficient to warrant discharge. Military of-
ficials cannot -extrapolate from such declara-
tions that the servicemember will necessarily
engage in homosexual acts, the court said.

The 9th Circuit, however, upheld the military
ban on homosexual acts, even though the case
before it didn't involve any.
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Wisconsin Doctor Voices Caution About
Blood-Scalding Treatment for HIV

Lafayette, IN-- A radiator sucked all the
blood from the unconscious AIDS patient,
heating it to 114 degrees. The man's blood
pressure plummeted and his heart raced to 180
beats a minute as the blood steamed back
through his organs.

That normally would be cause for alarm, but
Dr, Stephen Ash just smiled through his surgi-
cal mask as he described how the high heat
might temporarily clear some of the fatal
AIDS virus from the patient's bloodstream and
give his exhausted immune system a chance to
fight back.

“A cure would be an overstatement. We
aren't expecting a cure,'' said Ash, an Indiana
internist who developed the hyperthermia ma-
chine. “But if we simply put the disease in
remission, ... it would be a staggering ac-
complishment. "'

Ash and 30 AIDS patients are spending the
next month trying to prove whether one of the
most controversial therapies ever proposed for
AIDS actually works. In it, patients' blood is
scalded, then reinfused until their body tem-
perature rises to 108 degrees.

The theory is that heat will kill some of the
HIV, the AIDS virus, that roams free in the
blood as well as HIV-infected cells, offering
the patient a temporary respite.

But many scientists doubt it. The first U.S.
hyperthermia attempt caused a scandal in 1990
when the government uncovered that the pa-
tient declared cured in fact never even had
AIDS. So U.S. AIDS patients turned to at-
tempts in other countries--and some died.

Less-invasive hyperthermia experiments
have been tried for decades, with some suc-
cess, against a few cancers. But the National
Institutes of Health warns that heat, in test
tubes, appears to stimulate hidden HIV, much
as a fever triggers cold sores in people with
that virus.

So far, Ash's patients have survived and even
gone home the day after treatment. A handful
of patients tested in July saw HIV in the blood
drop significantly and their number of vital
immune cells, called CD4s, rise modestly,

But hyperthermia expert Dr. Ian Robins of
the University of Wisconsin said Ash must
prove any results “are not just a blip,"" be-
cause AIDS always causes such fluctuations.

Testing of the 30 patients, 10 of whom are
controls who won't be heated, started Febru-
ary 15, so it's too early to tell what works.

Still, the FDA was intrigued enough that it
has promised an especially quick review--six
months--once the companies file an application
with the test results this summer

MASN Dance Event to Raise Money for
AIDS Care and Education

Madison—- On Saturday, April 15, 1995,
hundreds of dancers are expected for “Dance
It!,” a fundraiser for the Madison AIDS Sup-
port Network (MASN). The pledge event will
be held in the Spotlight and Marquee rooms of
the Madison Civic Center, 211 State Street,
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. The goal is to raise
$10,000 for AIDS care and education pro-
grams provided by MASN.

Dance It! Is a great way to support the serv-
ices MASN provides to people with HIV dis-
ease, as well as the prevention education that
the agency offers in the community, said
Connie McElrone, MASN Director of Devel-
opment,

Dance It! Is a pledge event, not a dance
marathon. Dancers collect pledge money to
support their participation in the event. Due to
space limitations, participants must raise at
least $30 in pledge money to enter the dance.

The dancer who raises the most money will be
awarded the Grand Prize of a “State Street
Fling,” a shopping spree courtesy of: Ovens of
Brittany, Tropic Jewel, Urban Outfitters, The
Soap Opera and the University Bookstore.
First Prize is a “West Side Sweep,” a shop-
ping spree courtesy of Budget Bicycle Center,
Marshall Field's and West Towne Mall.
Second Prize is a “Couch Potato Paradise”
which includes sparkling cider, blown glass
wine goblets and twenty video rentals courtesy
of Tellus Mater and Four Star Video Heaven,
Dancers who raise $50 will receive a T-shirt
featuring the movin® and groovin® Dance It!
Dancer Logo. A sweatshirt with the Dance It!
Logo will be awarded to those who raise $100.
Now is the time to sign up. For more infor-
mation about Dance It!, or to request a pledge
form, please call MASN at (608) 238-6276.

One Right Wing Radio Talk Jockey Faces
Possible Legal Action, Another is Fired

Englewood, CO-- In an update to a story in
the last issue, the district attorney here is
weighing possible criminal libel action against
Bob Enyart, who broadcast a Gay man's
AIDS-related death on his television show and
told viewers, “Don't be a homo” among other
things.

Enyart’s show is also seen in Kenosha and in
Milwaukee on Warner Cable TV.

Arapahoe County District Attorney Bob
Gallagher said investigators are looking at En-
yart's January 9 show on Christian-run KVHD
Channel 53 in Greenwood Village. He said his
office will decide this week whether it has a
case.

On the program in question, Enyart showed
a photograph of James Bybee, who died of
AIDS-related complications, with the word

Columbia U. Scholar
to Discuss Historical
Roots of Homophobia

Milwaukee-—- Nothing sheds light on the
conflicts of today like an examination of their
expression in the past. One of the more con-
tentious issues in contemporary society 1s the
hostile response to the emergence from the
closet of Gays and Lesbians, who are anath-
ema to many in society, The historic roots of
the resulting tensions are the subject of an up-
coming lecture at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.

Eugene F. Rice, Jr., professor of history at
Columbia University, will speak on “The An-
cient Origins of Modern Homophobia™ at 8:00
p.m., Thursday, March 23 in UWM’s Greene
Hall, 3347 N. Downer Avenue.

Rice, a distinguished historian of the Renais-
sance and Reformation, is the UWM History
Department’s 1995 scholar-in-residence. In
addition to his public lecture, he will be con-
ducting interviews and seminars at UWM.

A highly respected historian, Rice is the
author of The Renaissance Idea of Wisdom,
The Foundations of Early Modern Europe
and St. Jerome in the Renaissance, among
other works. He is currently working on a
book entitled “Western Homosexualities,”™ a
history of same-sex behavior and attitudes of
Greeks to the present.

Rice's lecture, which is free and open to the
public, is sponsored by the UWM Department
of History.

“ex-sodomite'’ beneath it. Enyart said he used
Bybee's obituary to try to show that Gays die
young, but KWHD manager Mark Winslow
said he would fire Enyart if he does that again.

Gallagher said his investigators will evaluate
whether the show violated the state's criminal
libel law, which is rarely enforced. It prohibits
people  from  “knowingly  disseminat-
ing...statements ... tending to blacken the
memory of the dead."’

Gallagher said Enyart's First Amendment
free-speech rights will be weighed against By-
bee's right not to have his memory
“blackened. "'

A conviction of violating the law could re-
sult in a sentence of 12 to 18 months for the
Class 6 felony.

Gene Nichol, dean of the University of
Colorado Law School, said the statute's
wording might be too vague to outweigh En-
yart's free-speech rights.

“It's unfortunate, but it's very hard to square
“blackening someone's memory' with the First
Amendment,'’ Nichol said. “I say unfortunate
because it's a reprehensive set of messages.
The First Amendment protects even the repre-
hensible. "'

Enyart does not think the DA's office has a
case. “The urgency of warning homosexuals
of their deadly lifestyle outweighs the concerns
for the reputation of one of their dead vic-
tims,"" he said.

In San Francisco

In a related story, just six weeks after he
went on the air with anti-Gay remarks and
comments about AIDS that critics said showed
no knowledge about the disease, ultra-
conservative radio talk-show host J. Paul Em-
erson has been fired.

KSFO station managers informed Emerson
on February 15 that he would not return to the
air, said Julie Hoover, a spokeswoman for the
parent company, Capital Cities.

Progressive forces including the LesBiGay
community, had been campaigning for months

to have Emerson removed. The campaign be-
came especially heated when Emerson began
advocating a general quarantine for people
with HIV/AIDS and calling Lesbians and Gay
males “sick™ and “pathetic.”

These and other such remarks were made
during Emerson’s show which aired during
morning drive-time.

Emerson’s firing followed a decision by
management at KGO television, Channel 7,
not to air a Phil Donahue show on which Em-
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erson appeared with several eother ultra-
conservative talk show hosts from around the
country to discuss shock radio.

Emerson was fired by the radio station
KFRC in the Fall after he used the term
“stinking Japanese™ on the air during an ex-
change with a listener about the dropping of
the atomic bomb during World War II.

Two Men Charged in
Beating of a Madison
Gay Man

Madison— A Wisconsin state law, authored
by then State Rep. David Clarenbach, against
crimes motivated by prejudice is being used to
prosecute two young men accused of beating
and robbing a victim identified as being Gay.

The hate crime law allows judges to increase
the penalty if an offense is influenced by reac-
tion to a victim's race, religion, life style or
disability.

Ryan D. Meiller, 18, of Madison and Erik
Jacobson, 20, of Waunakee were charged Feb-
ruary 23, in Circuit Court with robbery and
aggravated battery. Each was released on a
$1,000 signature bond.

In this case, a conviction could add five
years to a 10-year sentence.

The pair is accused of luring a 33-year-old
man to a softball field early Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22. He said he met the pair at a nearby
store and agreed to follow them to the field.

The men kicked and beat him, breaking three
ribs, a criminal complaint said.

“All right, I did it,"" Meiller reportedly told

authorities. “I don't like homosexuals and
anything like it."'
They robbed the man of $7 and his automatic
teller card, “kicked and hit him until he re-
vealed his personal identification number,"" the
complaint said.

Jacobson held the man in the park while
Meiller went to use the card, it said.

Meiller returned to say the card didn't work
and the two kicked and beat the man again,
authorities said.
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Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon to Visit Milwaukee

Milwaukee— Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon will be the keynote speakers at an all-day confer-
ence for older Lesbians on aging on April 22 in Milwaukee. The “Third Age” conference will
also include workshops on such topics as legal issues, thinking about retirement, health care and
leisure options. The “Third Age™ conference follows from the first Lesbhian Aging Issues con-
ference held in 1993 in Madison. Registration for the day, including lunch, is $20. For more in-
formation, write: Third Age Conference, P.O. Box 92144, Milwaukee, WI 53202.

The Wearin’ O’ The Pink

Milwaukee-- Madison’s GALVAnize announces it’s Second Annual “Wearin’ O' the PINK”
St. Patrick’s Day fundraiser. The limited edition Pink Shamrock buttons were designed by Barb
Peterson of Milwaukee and will be available at taverns and retailers throughout the state as well
as the lobby of BestD Clinic. GALVAnize is donating one half of the proceeds of the buttons

sold in Green Bay to the Bay City Chorus and one half of the proceeds of the buttons sold in
Milwaukee to the BestD Clinic. The buttons cost $2.

Support Group for Young Women

Milwaukee— If you are 17 top 21 years old and know that you are a Lesbian or Bisexual
woman or think you might be, the Counseling Center of Milwaukee offers a support group for
you. The group meets weekly at the Counseling Center and provides a safe, confidential place
to discuss your questions, concerns and experiences. If you are interested, please call (414)
271-2565 and ask for Cheryl Orgas. The group begins at the end of March.

SAGE Milwaukee

Milwaukee— On Sunday, March 19, at 1:00 p.m. in the Colonial Room at the Hotel Wis-
consin, 720 Old World Third Street, SAGE/Milwaukee will hold its annual meeting for 1994.
This event is for members only. Cost $10 includes sit down lunch. Presentation of Annual Re-
port, Board Members and officers as well as recognition of persons who have given volunteer
time to the group. Reserve by phoning (414) 271-0387 after 4:00 p.m. Reservations close
Tuesday, March 16, 10:00 p.m.

On Thursday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. at the Eastside Library, 1910 E. North Ave., William
Straub, MSW, Geriatric Chemical Dependency Consultant will present a program titled
“Seniors and Addictions.” Straub will discuss the special effects of alcohol and drugs on sen-
iors, explain who is at risk of addiction and show a short film before opening the floor to ques-
tions and answers. The public is invited and the event is free.

Back Door BBS Gets
National Recognition
As It Celebrates It’s
100,000 Caller

By Bill Meunier

Milwaukee--The Back Door BBS, a Gay
owned and operated computer bulletin board
has reached two milestones: national
recognition and its 100,000 caller.

Although it is only two years old, the Board
and its users recently celebrated its 100,000
call. Owners Will and Paul offered a prize (a
$250 gift certificate to Best Buy) 1o the
milestone caller. The winner Mark Turner
AKA The Lambda Kid, turned the prize back
to the BBS and asked that it be used to buy
additional programs and CD roms for Back
Door members.

Paul says that Turner's gesture is typical of
the spirit that has made his board the biggest
Gay BBS in Wisconsin and one of the biggest
in the Midwest. "People on here really seem
to care about each other."

Paul and Will are equally proud of their
board being ranked in the top 75 adult boards
in the country. The ranking comes from
Erotic Connections a national publication

devoted to adult BBSing.

The magazine cited Back Door's "lively chat
scene in the evening,” its 250 message bases,
thousands of adult GIFs, and animation files,
24 CD ROM players, and the fact that Back
Doors users are evenly split between Gays and
straights.

Computer users with modems can connect to
the Back Door by calling (414) 744-9336.

Mike Johnson (414) 476-6241

CMJ OPERTY A R

Homes/Duplex

Condos

Apartments P.O. Box 71182
Commercial Milwaukee, WI 53211)

Jack H. Smith

Buying or selling...
your Real Estate Broker
should understand your

lifestyle and goals.

Federated

Realty Group, Inc.

Call Jack today.
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
President's Club Member
964-9000, 283-1452.




Questions and Answers About
Same-Sex Marriage

Thanks to a historic court case now underway in Hawai'i, Lesbians and Gay men may be on
the verge of winning the right to marry--a basic right still denied us in this country. In the past,
other people were refused the right to marry--for example, because of their race--until the law
was changed to end this denial of a basic human right. Like non-Gay people, Gay people need
and want the right to marry.

The issue is currently under debate, a debate which will grow only stronger. Below, are some
questions and answers about same-sex marriage.

Why do we need “Gay marriage?”

We don't; we need marriage. That term, “Gay marriage,” implies that same-sex couples are
asking for rights or privileges that married couples do not have. What we are asking for is our
equal right to marry the one we love and care for, just as non-Gay Americans do.

Isn’t marriage traditionally defined as a union between men and women?

Yes. But it is not right for the government to prevent Gay people from sharing the rights and
responsibilities of marriage. What should matter is not the gender or race of those marrying,
but their commitment.

After all, at different times, marriages were also “traditionally” defined as only unions be-
tween people of the same race or religion, and as unions in which wives were the property of
their husbands.

Do Gay people really need the right to marry?

Absolutely. Same-sex couples share the same responsibilities as married couples. However,
nowhere in the U.S. do they receive the same recognition or benefits that married couples do.
In fact, they face tremendous discrimination and are treated as second class citizens. For ex-
ample, a Lesbian or Gay male partner can be turned away at the hospital; refused “family™
health coverage, taxation and inheritance rights. There are many other examples.

What about domestic partnership?

In places where domestic partnership laws exist, they vary considerably. However, no do-
mestic partnership plan can convey the same set of benefits and responsibilities that marriage
does. It is no substitute for the legal right to marry.

Isn’t marriage really about procreation or the intent to procreate?

No. Many non-Gay people marry with neither the intention nor desire to have children. Le-
gally and in reality, marriage is best understood as a relationship of emotional and financial in-
terdependence between two people who make a public commitment. Whether there are to be
children or not is a choice the couple should make, not the state or any church.

Don’t some religions oppose Lesbian and Gay male relationships?

Yes. But this is not a fight to force any religious institution to perform or extend religious
recognition to any marriages it doesn’t want to. This is about the right to the civil marriage li-
cense issued by the state. Just as the state should not interfere with religious ceremonies, so re-
ligious groups should not control who gets a civil marriage license.

Isn’t this a bad time to fight for the right to marry?

To some, there never is a good time to fight any battle for equal rights. But here we have no
choice. In this particular battle, the timeline centers on the lawsuit. When and if the Hawai'ian
Supreme Court hands down a final ruling affirming the right of same-sex couple to marry,
many people in Hawai'i and elsewhere will get married there. When they return home to other
states, the nationwide validity of their legally contracted marriages may be challenged.

Although there are powerful legal and practical reasons why a couple’s lawful marriage in
one state must be recognized throughout the country (this is, after all, one country, and if
you're married, you're married), there will undoubtedly be an effort in some states and possibly
in the federal government to block this recognition.

Thus, we are preparing for a state-by-state legal battle, which we must fight now.

Editor’s Note: The above was prepared and written by the Marriage Project of the Lambda
Legal Defense and Education Fund.

MARRIAGE
Continued from Page 1

there are strong arguments that the state's in-
terest outweighs any infringement."’

Rep. Norm Nielsen, (R-Orem), the sponsor,
urged lawmakers to act on the merits of the
measure “without being held hostage by some

State Senator Lars Herseth (D-Houghton),
said it’s up to the Legislature to make choices
that are not always popular. He described in
emotional testimony a close family member
who is a Lesbian.

Herseth said that experience has forced him
to look at the same-sex marriage issue as one
involving basic human rights.

threatened lawsuit."'

Nielsen contends the legislation is needed to
prevent Utah Gay couples from going to Ha-
wail, marrying and then attempting to enjoy
the union's legal benefits in Utah.

The bill was first proposed by Lynn Wardle,
law professor at Mormon Church-owned
Brigham Young University.

The church is opposed to same-sex marriage
but has taken no stand on the bill.

American Civil Liberties Union attorney
Jensie Anderson told the committee that her
organization is “adamantly and resolutely op-
posed to HB366 as unconstitutional."’

She said it would violate the U.S. Constitu-
tion's clause requiring states to recognize all
“acts, records and judicial proceedings'' of
other states.

The attorney also said the bill violates the
Constitution's guarantees of equal protection
and right to interstate travel. She said attor-
neys would use “whatever constitutional
ground ultimately is successful in invalidating
House Bill 366 should it pass into law."'

Chris Ryan, leader of the Utah Log Cabin, a
Gay Republican group, said, “This bill will
cost the state hundreds of thousands of dollars
to defend in court.

“The argument of the radical right seems 1o
be that Gays and Lesbians can't hold down
relationships. Yet when marriage is intro-
duced, these same people seem to fight against
stabilization,"'* he said.

David Nelson, founder of Gay and Lesbian
Utah Democrats, said the bill was anti-family
and would be bad for business and tourism.

In South Dakota

A plan to bar legal marriages between same-
sex couples in South Dakota was killed by a
state Senate committee on February 27.

The Judiciary Committee voted 4-3 to scrap
legislation that said that same-Sex marriages
could not be recognized by the state. The
measure had been earlier passed by the Senate
Health Committee on a 4-2 vote.

As reported in the last issue of Light, the
bill has aready passed the House.

Without the proposed law, South Dakota
will have to recognize same-sex Marriages per-
formed in other states, legal experts say.

Judiciary Committee Chair Barbara Everest
(R-Sioux Falls), said the law, if passed, could
not withstand a challenge in the courts and
could cost the state millions to defend.

The South Dakota American Civil Liberties
Union had already promised to bring suit if the
measure was passed into law.

“If at some time some of you could hve the
perspective that I have, it wouldn’t be so easy
to kind of flippantly say that these people are
not entitled to the same kinds of protections
that you and I are entitled to,"” he said.

In Hawai’i

While conservative religious lawmakes in
South Dakota, Minnesota and Utah are rushing
to try and prevent Tays from getting married
so that they can continue being seen as im-
moral, biblical imagery of doom is being used
in ads in Hawai'i. The ad- are meant to per-
suade lawmakers to pass a constitutional
amendment that would allow only a man and a
woman o marry.

Catholic businessman Daniel McGivern and
Rev. Harold Headrick paid for $1,600 for the
ads. In them they ask, "Do you want to bring
God's wrath down on our Hawai’ian Islands?”
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Paying little attention to them, the Hawai'ian
House Judiciary, chaired by Terrance Tom,
approved a measure on February 24 to estab-
lish a new Commission on Sexual Orientation
and the Law with a membership representing
diverse views.

The measure was approved by the Senate
and goes to the House floor next.

The commission was established by the 1994
Legislature to advise lawmakers on the legal
and economic benefits extended to married
couples, but denied to same-sex couples who
are denied the right to marry.

The commission met only twice before four
of its 11 members were removed by a District
Judge in January, 1995, who ruled that repre-
sentatives of specific religions on the commis-
sion was unconstitutional.

The bill approved on February 24 would es-
tablish a 7-member commission appointed by
the governor.

The Hawai'ian Supreme Court has ruled that
the state must show a compeling interest why
same-sex couples should not be allowed to

marry. The trial in Circuit Court on that mat-
ter begins on September 25, 1995.
Hawai’ian Mormon Church

Hawai'ian leaders of the Mormon Church
have petitioned to join the court battle over le-
galizing same-sex marriage in the state. Lead-
ers of the Church claimed they had a “moral
position” to defend.

“We do not see this as a civil rights issue,
said Don Hallstrom, the Mormon Chruch’s
regional representative in Hawai'i. “We see it
as a protection of traditional marriage.”

The Mormons have been joined in their
stance by the Catholic Church in Hawai'i
which, according to the Rev. Marc Alexander,
will file a friend-of-the-court brief asserting
that marriage can only be between a man and a
woman.

The Mormons are the second largest relig-
ious group in Hawai’i. The Roman Catholics
are first.

The two churches have offered to help the
Hawai'ian Attorney General prepare for the
September case by supplying extra legal man-
power, “expert” witnesses and research re-
sults.

Father Alexander refused to comment on
how much money the Catholics are prepared
to spend, but said the Hawai'ian Church as the
“full support of the Vatican™ in this matter.

BUDGET CUTS
Continued from Page 1

rent-assistance and housing support services
and this year, for the first time, Wisconsin’s

AIDS prevalence qualifies us for the HOPWA-

grant,” Nelson explained.

“For Congress to cut these funds at the mo-
ment that we finally qualify and at a time of
desperate need is just untenable in the face of
our worsening AIDS epidemic,” Nelson said.

Nelson reported that HOPWA funds recently
granted to the City of Madison could be elimi-
nated and that Milwaukee’s current application
for HOPWA funds may be too late if the
budget cuts are sustained in Congress.

“It is a complete nightmare,” Nelson said.
“We are all struggling to meet escalating and
desperate demands for housing for people with
AIDS and the federal government begins to
pull the rug out from under us.”

“I hate war analogies,” Nelson said angrily,
“but the Contract For America has launched
its nuclear arsenal and we are in a war for
survival, "

Nelson said that the HUD budget cuts not
only jeopardized the Madison and Milwaukee
housing project, but also would mean no

funding for rent assistance for people with
AIDS in other cities in rural areas of Wiscon-
sin,

“We need the entire AIDS community in
Wisconsin to weigh in aggressively with our
Congressional delegation to restore AIDS
housing funds,” Nelson urged. “Our best hope
is to stop these budget cuts in the U.S. Senate
where the Republicans are more moderate and
there is a reasonable commitment to the AIDS
epidemic.”

Nelson further urged supporters to begin
calling and writing letters to Sen. Russ Fein-
gold (D-WI) and Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WI).

“They need to know that these federal AIDS
programs work well and are vital to Wiscon-
sin’s ability to meet the very human needs of
people with AIDS,” Nelson said.

More AIDS Cuts

It addition to its urgent Alert, ARCW within
the past 24 hours issued another alert explain-
ing that $23 million has been cut from the cur-
rent AIDS prevention budget of the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC).

If this cut is sustained, it will mean that
Wisconsin's application to the CDC for
$750,000 of additional AIDS prevention
funding will be scuttled.

“Wisconsin's application is outstanding beé-
cause it prioritizes its AIDS prevention strat-
egy for Gay men, Gay men of color, injection
drug users, and women who are partners ol
drug users,” Nelson explained.

“It's just tragic if these cuts wipe out Wis-
consin’s good work on AIDS prevention,”
Nelson said.

The ARCW Alert also cited a $13 millior
reduction in the Ryan White CARE Act thai
provides treatment, care and support services
for people with AIDS.

“Ryan White is the hallmark of this coun-
try's humane response to AIDS,” Nelson said.
“With caseloads increasing by 20% throughout
the country, 1 don’t how the new leaders in
Congress expect us to manage this epidemic.”

Nelson said that because Title II CARE Act
Funds to the states have already been spent,
that the cut to the CARE Act does not effect
Wisconsin, but has a devastating effect on Ti-
tle I cities, such as San Francisco and New
York, Title IV pediatric AIDS programs and
Title I early intervention programs. In Mil-
waukee, a Title III program is at risk for these
budget cuts.

Nelson said that the Contract For America
has begun to take its toll on the AIDS com-
munity.

“There is no other way to read this situation
than to say that the House Republican leader-
ship is willing to see the federal government
do a wholesale retreat in the face of a worsen-
ing AIDS epidemic,” Nelson said.

“If this retreat is sustained by the full House
and the Senate, it will be the darkest period of
the l4-year history of AIDS, far worse than
the awful neglect of the Reagan era,” Nelson
stressed.

Nelson said that he was hopeful that a strong
response from the national AIDS community
would convince the full House and certainly,
the U.S. Senate, to restore the AIDS funding.
He urged everyone to contact their Congress-
man and Wisconsin's two Senators.

Nelson said, “"ARCW will be working very
closely with MASN and other leading AIDS
agencies around the country to restore these
cuts and a strong grass-roots response from
our supporters is essential to our ability to
succeed.”

Those who need more information, can call
ARCW's public policy office at (414) 273-
1991, Ext. 247.

Those in Madison should call the MASN of-
fices at (608) 252-6540.

e % S G
§9’§8§ =

Women
Owned
And
Operated

Fully Guided And Outfitted Canoe Tnps In
The Boundary Waters Of Northern Minnesota

Relax And Enjoy this Unique Wilderness Experience,
We'll Take Care Of The Rest!

Call For A Free Brochure Detailing Our 1995 Adventures

1-800-774-7520




March 2, 1995-March 15, 1995-WISCONSIN LIGHT-6

Out And About In Madison

Parties and Politics
Make for a Hectic
Late February

By John Quinlan

This marks the debut of a new column for the
Light. Got the latest gossip? Want to recog-
nize someone whose good work usually gets
overlooked? Seen something you've just got 1o
share? Call Out And About In Madison Col-
umnist John Quinlan ar (608) 257-3744.

Late February was a busy time in Madison:
primary election results were mixed, and par-
ties and soirees for worthy causes were seem-
ingly around every corner.

Two of the Light's endorsed candidates for
Madison School Board made it easily through
the primary: Keith Burkes and Andy
Franken, who have both scored high on Les-
bian/Gay/Bi educator’s report card.

A third candidate who faced no primary,
Eyvonne Crawford-Gray, is a long-time sup-
porter of alternative family rights and has an
extensive history of building bridges between
the African American and Gay/Lesbian/Bi
communities. All three candidates face tough
races. For information on how you can hook
up with the candidates, contact Michelle at
Madison Teachers, Inc., (608) 257-0491,

There was both celebration and disappoint-
ment for openly Lesbians and Gay candidates
for Madison City Council. On the Lake
Monona side of Madison’s isthmus, openly
Lesbian candidate Judy Olson, a community
activist with a long history working for afford-
able housing and strong neighborhood associa-
tions, won a solid majority in a three-way
Sixth District race with 53% of the vote.

A jubilant Olson reminded campaign work-
ers celebrating at Mickey's Tavern that a long
road still lies ahead. For info on upcoming
benefits and how you can help her campaign,
call Olson at (608) 256-6540.

On the Lake Mendota side of the isthmus,
openly Gay candidates Rex Loehe and Tom
Sullivan faced disappointment in the Second
District, finishing third and fourth with 12 and
8 percent of the vote respectively. Both men
will continue to be leaders in their neighbor-
hood associations and in local politics, how-
ever.

The good news in the Second District is that
pro-Gay/Lesbian candidate, community activ-
ist Barbara Vedder, mad a dramatic showing
with 44% of the vote over former county
board supervisor Richard Linster, who won a
place on the April ballot with 30%. Vedder,
who is best known as an outspoken advocate
for the rights of people with disabilities, has
been reaching out to the Lesbian and Gay
community in her literature and her statements
throughout her campaign. Vedder can be
reached at (608) 249-8428.

At least some of her margin of victory is at-
tributed to the hard work of the political
group, Progressive Dane, which has also en-
dorsed openly Lesbian and Gay candidates
Judy Olson and Mike Verveer.

As an unopposed candidate for city council,
Mike Verveer continued his coast into power,
thoroughly enjoying himself at election night
parties, including Mayor Paul Soglin’s at
Kosta's. Verveer was in his glory, however, at
a near east side benefit for his own campaign
at the home of former alderperson Hank Lu-
fler. The team of Lufler, Dan Curd and Dick
Wagner is known far and wide for throwing
the most creatively lavish political soirees in
this part of the state, and on February 28, the
truly outdid themselves.

Verveer greeted guests as they entered the
Mardi Gras-inspired event, and, in true
N'Orleans fashion, were draped in multi-

colored beads. As the sublime strains of vin-
tage jazz resonated through the rooms, guests
were steered toward a sumptuous buffet. There
was Fried Oysters with Horseradish, Boiled
Shrimp with Paul Prudhomme's Hazel Dress-
ing, Emeril Lagasse’s Crawfish Pies, Crab-
meat Canapes Carnivale, Cajun Cornbread,
Andouille-Stuffed  Mushrooms,  Artichoke
Beignets with Spicy Tomato Sauce, Harlequin
Brownies and Roasted Pecans.

Like much of the seafood, a special
“Blackened Voodoo Lager” beer was flown in
from New Orleans especially for the event.
“Bacchus’s Wine Selection” featured some-
thing for every palette. There truly was
something for everyone—even the unfortunate

friend whose allergy to shellfish made a lot of

the selections out of bounds for him.

Virtually every progressive city council
member in recent memory, past and present,
was there. So, you say, a bit ostentatious for a
man who cut his teeth in grassroots politics?
Perhaps, but it was also a lot of fun, What was
clear is that there were a lot of people from all
walks of life with genuine affection for Mike.

Speaking of soirees, The United's recent Ol-
brich Park benefit was a smashing success,
netting well over $1,500, according to Jane
Vanderbosch. In Vanderbosch's estimation,
the success of an event is also measured by
how good a time it was, and the positive feed-
back they’ve been receiving rivals that of The
United’s extraordinarily popular annual din-
ners.

There was truly something for everybody at
the February 18 affair. The event began with
an incredible variety of live music, progress-
ing eventually to the pounding beat of dance
music. The room was large and festively deco-
rated and there was a great spread of food, and
an impressive sampling of wines and other
beverages.

In true Madison fashion, community mem-
bers in tuxes and formal dresses danced side-
by-side with those casually attired in jeans and

cut-off T-shirts and no one gave a rip. A great
time was simply being had by all.

One of the nicest things about the Olbrich
Park location was that partygoers could sneak
away to the Olbrich Conservatory (a miniature
version of Milwaukee's Domes) for a moment
of quiet reflection or romantic delight. The
United's board and volunteer event planners
are to be commended for creating one of the
most enjoyable community events in recent
memory.

Speaking of fun events-WTSO Radio’s
Sunday Night Out!, one of two commercial
radio programs for the LGB community in the
country, will be going on location for a very
special show on Sunday, March 26 at Mother
Fool's Coffee House in the 1100 block of
Williamson Street.

It should be a night of camp and irreverence,
including an hour-long Gay/Lesbian spoof of
The Newlywed Game featuring four lucky
area couples. Sunday Night Out! Airs from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. every Sunday night on
WTSO News/Talk Radio, 1070 AM. For
more information, to share your ideas, or to
become involved with the show, leave a mes-
sage for Executive Producer Diana Sommers
at (608) 274-1070 during regular business
hours. Tapes of the show are available for $10
each.

Two last political notes: Incumbent Mayor
Paul Soglin will face a conservative chal-
lenger with an interesting parentage. Scoft
Hunter is the son of actor Jeffrey Hunter,
who died in the mid-"60s after starring as Je-
sus in King of Kings and as Captain Pike in
the pilot episode of the original Star Trek se-
ries. On election night, City Hall seemed to be
evenly balanced between Trekkers and non-
Trekkers, the latter of whom had little toler-
ance for the former.
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For example, Board of Realtors lobbyist
Larry Gleasman and I got into a rousing dis-
cussion about the interesting, but complicated,
spin that Soglin’s campaign has been putting
on Hunter's attempts to use his father's fame
to “break out of the pack.” as he puts it.
Seems that Soglin campaign staffer Kent Fitch
issued an elaborate press release reminding
voters that the elder Hunter's appearance on
the two-part pilot consisted mostly of an elabo-
rate dream sequence, and that, by implication,
the younger Hunter was dreaming if he ever
hoped to become mayor.

As a non-Trekker, Isthmus editor Mare
Eisen just kept shaking his head and finally
left the room in mock disgust. On an equally
absurd note, I found myself asking a radio re-
porter for a piece of paper to tally election re-
sults on. The reporter was kind enough to give
me an extra printout that made the process ef-
foriless. The good Samaritan who helped Wis-

consin’s Gay and Lesbian paper of record on
election night: Gordon Govier, News Direc-
tor at WNWC, Madison’s Christian Funda-
mentalist station.

Only in Madison. Your comments and ob-
servations are much appreciated. Leave a mes-
sage for John Quinlan at (608) 257-3744.

We believe in:
“The inherenf worth and
dignily of every person”

“WOMEN?” 2nd of a 3-part series on relationships
by the Rev. Douglas Wadkins
Sunday, March 12 - 10:30 a.m. * Visitors Welcome
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In Memoriam of

CHRISTOPHER D. FONS

We will miss you dearly.

ACT UP

FIGHT BACK v FIGHT AIDS
Triangle Tire Group

Christopher Lubus, Owner
3725 South Howell - Milwaukee - 481-8848
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NEEDED

25 people to replace
Christopher Fons in the
fight against AIDS

Christopher Fons died of

AIDS complications, but i1t was
Corporate Greed, Government Inact-

ion and Public Indifference that
killed him. We need people to help

carry on the fight that was so much
of his life, the fight against AIDS.

To apply, call (414) 769-8708 or
come to any ACT UP Milwaukee

General Meeting. ACT UP meets
every 2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 “"’

pm. 2 G Milvalee TG
Project, 820 N. Plankinton. .
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Christopher Fons
and his partner, Yuri Keegstra.

EDITORIAL

Two Fallen Heroes

By Terry Boughner
At the time when they are needed the most, two of the state’s warriors in the battle against
AIDS have died, each fighting to the end, each in his own way, the disease which ultimately
claimed their lives.

Christopher Fons was a founder of ACT UP
Milwaukee, a man of gentle voice. Yet he
was the son of thunder whose wry kind of
smile and often sharp with made his intense
eyes flash like lightening before a mountain
storm. Though he probably would deny the
title of leader, he did lead ACT UP through
a flurry of actions that scattered prejudice
and ignorance like dry leaves in the wind.
He would tell the truth about AIDS and
even though many “proper and establish-
ment types” didn’t want to hear it, he would
say it anyway in the hope that inspite of
themselves, he could save the lives of they
and their children.
Arnie Malmon was also a member of ACT
UP and, like Christopher, an activist, but
their styles were quite different. Arnie was
the educator, refusing to let ignorance and
stupidity get the upper hand.
It is because of Christopher Fons and Arnie
Malmon and the work that they and those
A | like them do, that this paper has in the past
pe s Tl and does now, enthusiastically and com-
CHRIS FONS AND ARNIE MALMON pletely endorses ACT UP.

It is because of Christopher Fons and Arnie Malmon and the work that they and those like
:‘:IE‘II';- c{ljof; that this paper has in the past and does now, enthusiastically and completely endorses

It is because of ACT UP and people like Christopher and Arnie that those like Mark Belling
and Vic Eliason won’t get away with spreading misinformation about AIDS.

It is because of ACT UP and people like Christopher and Arnie that young people can have
access to the information that will save their lives,

Some people say they're uncomfortabe with ACT UP’s tactics. ACT UP saves lives. We sup-
port that.

This paper is deeply sorrowed by the loss of Christopher and Arnie. We offer our most sin-
cere condolences to their families and all those who loved and honored them and their work.

But, if there is any comfort to be gained, it is this. ACT UP, here in Milwaukee and every-
where else, will be carrying on their work. Lives will be saved. That, we think, is the most fit-
ting memorial to these two wonderfully courageous young men.

i

Dan Schram

Chris Fons is shown passing out leaflets at an anti-Gay themed religious rally held at Milwaukee’s audito-
rium

Christopher Fons, AIDS |
Mourned hy Hundreds in M

On Tuesday, February 21, 1995, Christo-
pher Fons, co-founder of the Milwaukee
chapter of the AIDS Coalition To Unleash
Power (ACT UP), died after a long and spir-
ited battle with AIDS. He died peacefully at
home with his partner, Yuri Keegstra, and
long-time friend, Eric Berna, at his side. He
was 27.

Fons' death was immediately recognized as
an enormous loss to AIDS activism in Mil-
waukee. “1 think Christopher was the con-
science of the AIDS community,” said Doug
Nelson, Executive Director of the Milwaukee
AIDS Project (MAP). “Christopher created
and defined AIDS activism in Milwaukee and
made it work. He inspired hundreds of people
to join the ranks of AIDS activism and his
leadership made a real difference.”

In addition to his work with ACT UP, Fons
had also actively advocated for equal rights
for Gays and Lesbians, as well as the right of
women to obtain an abortion on demand. He
served on a number of coalitions aimed at
building stronger grassroots activism in Mil-
waukee, and in September of 1994, he re-
ceived the Community Activist Award from
Progressive Milwaukee.

Fons’ brother, Dan, who worked alongside
Christogher in his fight against AIDS, de-
scribes his younger brother as a great inspira-
tion. “When Christopher was in the room, I
felt ten times stronger,” said Dan Fons,
“stronger in my ability and in my determina-
tion to fight injustice. Christopher was not a
part-time activist. He lived true to his convic-
tions every minute of the day, whether that
meant passing out condoms to high school
students 1n front of irate parents or the simple
and profound act of holding hands with his
boyfriend at a bus stop.”

A visitation and memorial service were held
for at the Pabst Theater on Sunday February
26th with nearly 600 people in attendance.
Fons had worked as an usher at the theater for
many years and had requested that his memo-
rial service be held there.

At the visitation, attendees were able o

view a video compilation of Fons in action
over the past five years. Copies of newspaper
and magazine articles about Fons' work were
displayed, reminding everyone of how often
he brought the subject of AIDS into the public
spotlight. A table of memorabilia revealed
Fons’ love of Jeopardy, crossword puzzles
and stuffed animals. Condoms and safer sex
literature were also available.

The memorial service was a mixture of re-
membrances and calls to carry on Fons" work.
Yuri Keegstra, Fons’ partner and caregiver
for the past three years, gave an emotional
plea for action. “We killed Christopher,”
Keegstra stated. “Every person in this room
contributed to his death as surely as if we had
pulled a trigger, myself included. We have all
gathered to mourn his death, but ask yourself
this question: What did I do to help save
Christopher’s life? You all loved him...many
of you contacted him at various times to ask
what you could do to help. Wasn’t it obvious?
Christopher needed his life saved!”

Keegstra went on to ask those present to use
their money, power and influence, including
that of family and friends, to work for a cure
for AIDS. “Please don't let Christopher’s
death be in vain,” he said. “Silence does
equal death and action equals change.”

Kari DiFonzo, a friend and employee at the
Milwaukee AIDS Project where Fons volun-
teered on the AIDSLine and on the high
school speaker's bureau, noted Fons’ ability
1o captivate teens’ attention with his honest
and non-judgmental answers to their ques-
tions. “What I remember most,” she said, “is
that he treated them with total respect, and
that made all the difference.”

Fons' sister, Mary, said of him, “He was a
person who could say, ‘I can do something
about that" and he did.” Later in the memo-
rial, Mary Fons sang a Holly Near song about
carrying on another's good work which had
been adapted to include verses about her
brother’s struggle.

TURN TO CHRIS FONS, PAGE 16

Arnie Malmon’s Legacy Remembered as
AIDS Activist and Educator

Arnie Malmon, an AIDS activist and leader
in the LesBiGay community died of complica-
tions due to AIDS on Wednesday, February
22, 1994 at Sinai Samaritan Medical Center in
Milwaukee after a four year battle with the
disease, He was 51.

He was a founder of the Cream City Foun-
dation (CCF) and served on its Board of Di-
rectors for six years. In his service to CCF, he
initiated the Major Donor Campaign which
gave an opportunity for wealthier members of
the community to contribute to the Founda-
tion's work.

He served as chair of CCF's Grants Com-
mittee and established the John Cowles Schol-
arship Fund.

Tony Rhodes, CCF’s current President of
the Board, praised Arnie for the leadership
that he provided CCF and extolled him for his
hard work and dedication.

“He gave of himself unstintingly,” Rhodes
said. “He was a wonderful person, a generous
and giving man.”

A native and life-long resident of Milwau-
kee, Arnie worked in advertising and market-
ing, then in development and fundraising for a
number of non-profit groups.

From 1975 to 1982, he directed the Milwau-
kee Blood Pressure Program, a public educa-
tion effort affiliated with the Medical College
of Wisconsin.

He was a member of ACT UP, concentrat-
ing his activism on education.

Susan Guerrero, Executive Secretary (o
Doug Nelson. Executive Director of the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin told the story of
Arnie’s speaking on HIV and AIDS at a Mil-
waukee junior high school where her son was
a student.

The previous speakers had not been able to
hold the kids™ attention, but when Arnie spoke,
things changed. There was such intensity to
him, the boy told his mother. “You really
wanted to sit there and listen to him.”

Arnie did volunteer work with the Milwau-
kee AIDS Project, where he was very active in
program development, public education efforts
and seeking grants on behalf of the agency,
said Cheryl Vaughn, MAP's Director of Life-
Care Services. He also served on the internal
review board of clinical drug trials.

In his “spare time,” he wrote a regular col-
umn for In Step Magazine entitled “Positively
HIV."” from which countless numbers received
hope and inspiration.

“Arnie emerged as the most effective AIDS
educator in Milwaukee,” said Doug Nelson.
“His writing and his speaking generated en-
lightenment about AIDS that has made this
community far more compassionate in s re-

Jerry Johnson

sponse to this worsening epidemic.”

In one of the last times that he spoke in pub-
lic, Arnie addressed the guests attending the
Grand Opening of MAP’'s Survival/Revival re-
sale store. It was near to Christmas and he
talked about hope and the courage that it took
1o go on.

With a wry smile, he said he'd like to have a
new car, but didn't think he'd be around to
finish the payments, so the old one would have
to make do. But it was reliable, a good car
still, he said, and it would get him to where he
wanted to go.

According to his sister, Sunsh Stein, there
will be a party in three or four weeks as Arnie
wished.

Other survivors include his parents, Lee and
Morrie Malmon of Ormond Beach, Florida
and a brother, Shelly of Fox Point.

Donations in Arnie's memory may be made
to his beloved Cream City Foundation, P.O.
Box 204, Milwaukee, WI 53201.
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ERNEWS AND VIEWS

mbering Chris

By Jamakaya

t Christopher Fons in 1991 in a
in the “Safety” Building in down-
aukee. No, Christopher was not in
one of his many arrests. He was
e so often was, looking out for the
others.
¢ both attending the trial of one of
of Ricky Roundtree, a man who was
irdered after he allegedly came on
r men at a north side bar. The ho-
stalked Roundtree after he left the
im twice, set his body on fire and
die in an abandoned building. One
tother 25 years.

re to report on the trail. Chris said
re to monitor it. But since no spe-
had sent him, it became obvious he
come on his own to be there, to
§ as it were. I don't recall whether
5 political buttons or maybe he rec-
¢ from community events or my
s paper, but we immediately caught
eyes, introduced ourselves and sat

I exchanged numbers that day and
ed many times in the following
lly, 1 was in my role as reporter,
what ACT UP was up to and cov-
ions. Chris was always accessible,
plans and concerns, tipping me off
target of ACT UP's wrath, Even
ame paralyzed, ravaged by AIDS
roridiosis, he remained available to
stions and to comment about the
e emanating from Congress, City
«chool system.

my meeting with Chris at the
nurder trial because his presence
o indicative of his values and his
nmitment. He just wanted to be
ught someone should be there.
1y eulogies, especially those in the
press, have made Chris’s name
with “anger” and “rage” and
the features I found most remark-
ris, however contrary this may
his thoughtfulness, his patience
e nature.
ir quiet moments and images of
were eloquent. Like his presence
oom for the Roundtree case. Like
Mayor Norquist at a reception last
frail, wheelchair-bound Chris
it the giant politico, smiled and
Mayor Norquist. I'd like to shake
ut I can’t ‘cause I have Crypto.”
t a bit of protest or rebuke in his
made the encounter all the more

1zo shared a similar impression of
memorial service. Kari, an AIDS
friend of Chris, noted that he was
students about living with AIDS
before his death. She recalled his
glmup at the infamous Parkman
ol.

s, who probably gave their teach-
dible amount of hell during the
to Chris with bated breath. What
ay was not what he said or how
s willing to share--which was a
poke to them with such respect.
ide any of them feel their ques-
wpid, and that’s why he reached

Chris the most “real,” the most
rson she's ever known.
is not to say that Chris wasn’t an-
1 lot to be angry about and he of-
anger was “a great motivator.”
rstood implicitly Fredrick Doug-
that “Power concedes nothing
nand,” so demand he did! Unfor-
media’s focus on ACT UP’s tac-
ired the group's considerable ef-

fectiveness and record of achievement, a rec-
ord I have touted in this column many times.

Kitty Barber, a longtime Lesbian activist
who occasionally criticized ACT UP’s tactics
and/or timing, nevertheless had glowing words
for Chris. She touched on another aspect of his
character that made him such a fine person and
activist.

“What was really special about Chris,” said
Kitty, “was that he really had a good grasp of
all the issues and their interconnectedness. He
understood the relationship between sexism,
racism and homophobia. He incorporated that
in his work and battled against them all.”

Chris's mother, Pat, was largely responsible
for nurturing his political consciousness from a
young age (his, and those of seven other chil-
dren), taking him to peace rallies and encour-
aging discussion of social issues.

Chris's breadth of vision was reflected in
some of the songs played at his memorial
service.

CHRISTOPHER FONS

His favorite group was Sweet Honey in the
Rock. (Good taste, Chris!) Their haunting
“Spiritual™ (“Can’t no one know at sunrise
how this day is going to end...”) was played.
It has a stanza which goes: “You know the
troubles of the world fill our hearts with
rage/From Soweto to Stonewall, Birmingham
and L.A./We're searching for hope that lies
within ourselves/As we fight against misog-
yny, race hatred and AIDS.”

Another song, which left nary a dry eye in
the house, was Holly Near's “It Could Have
Been Me,” a homage to activists fallen in the
line of duty. His sister Mary wrote special
verses about Chris. But the chorus couldn’t
have been more appropriate: “It could have
been me, but instead it was you./So I'll keep
doing the work you were doing as if I were
two,..”

I'm sure Chris would say: “Don’t mourn.
Organize!

Rest well, brother,

LETTERS

P fundr::nser held in 1989 at Milwaukee's Jet's Place Bar (3B’s) Chris Fons (second from

Christopher Fons
TO THE EDITOR:

This week Milwaukee lost a real champion: a
champhion for all people living with AIDS, Chris
Fons. He did not always endear himself to the
“Movers and Shakers™ of our town, but he did en-
dear himself to AIDS activists and friends.

This poem expresses my feeling about Chris:

“My candle burns at both its ends,

It will not last the night.

But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends,

It gives a lovely light. "

Thank you Christopher for being here.

Lona Schindler
Milwaukee

L eﬂ"}' Johnson

-

with other ACT UP Milwaukee members and friends.
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Chris Fons is shown, cente

r, wearing his ACT UP T-shirt during the 1991 Pride Festival parade in Mil waukee.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Christopher’s Arrow Streaked Across the
Sky and Gave off a Glorious Light

Commentary by Terry Boughner

I was getting off the bus by the Pabst Theatre on Sun-
day evening, when I heard a young woman ask,
“What’s going on?” She had seen the cars lined up
there by the curb and all the people going in. 1 told her
it was a funeral.

“Oh yes,” she said sadly. “For Chris Fons.”

Over 600 people paid their respects that night, straight
and Gay, young and old. Jerry wasn’t there. He had to
work and I missed him. I went off by myself to watch
and lose myself eventually in my own world as is my
habit to do.

I remembered first meeting Christopher when he
worked in Schwartz bookstore. I think he had the place
memorized because he hurried off and quickly returned
with the book I wanted when no one else had ever heard
of it before.

And I remember Christopher at the 3B’s bar when he
and a group of others founded ACT UP Milwaukee. I
saw the fire in him then, the blaze of determination and
dedication to dispel the myths about AIDS and, in the
process, to save lives.

There was the time when he led ACT UP making sure
that there’d be no boycott of Miller Beer here. This, de-
spite tremendous pressure put on him from across the
country.

I thought too about the time he led ACT UP in bring-
ing Mark Belling to heel. For those of you who don’t
know him, Belling is a conservative talk-jockey here, a
man who in the opinion of many, including myself,
most often mistakes stridency for profundity.

Belling had been babbling on about AIDS about
which, it seemed obvious, he knew little. To make a
long story short, Christopher forced him into an on-air
backdown.

There was so much about Christopher that 1
remember, like the time he joined Jerry and me to in-
terview Dr. Anthony Fauci. Christopher questioned him
politely, but closely, very closely indeed.

Many, many saw the fire in Christopher--and cer-
tainly, it was there. But there was also a side I saw now
and then, a tender, sweet, vulnerable side that was
beautiful to see.

At the service Sunday evening, someone talked about
his little collection of stuffed animals. That didn’t sur-
prise me in the least. The thing is, only someone who
can cuddle a teddy bear, can go out and do battle with
the Neanderthals of this world. I truly believe that.

There’s no doubt in my mind that Yuri saw that in
Christopher, saw in his heart the tender fire that burned
there. That's what Yuri Keegstra fell in love with, I
think, and became Christopher’s lover, help-mate,
spouse and best friend (all those things are different and
sometimes don't all combine).

If you'll forgive a little history, if Christopher was
Alexander, then Yuri was Haephestion, and together
they stood tall.

When I heard Yuri speak that Sunday night, my heart
broke for him, but yet I was glad. Yuri had loved
deeply and honestly, nobly and well. He was and is, a
man of great heart and caring soul. There is something
so warm and good about knowing that.

I salute you, Yuri Keegstra. By your devotion, you
have shown us all what love, Gay or straight, is all
about.

And now what do I say? Only this. That Christopher
shot his arrow into the sky and, yes, it may have come
down in flames, but oh, what a glorious light.

Good by Christopher. We join with Yuri in bowing
our heads. We're gonna miss you badly--all of us. But
the comfort for us is that I'm sure you know, the
world’s a better place for your having lived.

Chris Fons (right) demonstrating (1991).

Who Killed Christopher Fons?

By Yuri Keegstra
There is not a day that passes when I am not in mourning. At the age of 23, I have seen more death than people
three times my age. Because of the frequency of death in my life, I never have to time to move on and thus, my
world is populated by ghosts I am unable to bury. Even among this pantheon of friends and loved ones, Christopher

holds an exalted place.

Christopher was my best friend, inspiration, lover, and virtual constant companion. No one has touched my life

like he did. Thus, it is hard to say what follows.

We Killed Christopher

Every person in this room contributed to his death as surely as if we had pulled a trigger, myself included.

We have all gathered to mourn his death, but ask yourself this question: What did I do to help save Christopher's
life? You all loved him or you wouldn't be here. Many of you contacted him at various times to ask what you could
do to help. Wasn't it obvious? Christopher needed his life saved.

Why couldn’t we save his life? Why didn’t every person who was touched by Christopher join him in his fight?

Why isn’t everyone trying to stop this plague?

In the lobby tonight, I was approached by someone who said they wanted to help carry on Christopher’s work, but
were uncomfortable with the tactics that have been used in the past. Uncomfortable? Uncomfortable with standing
up to evil and trying to save lives? I'm uncomfortable with the fact that you'd rather watch people die than use tactics
that make you uncomfortable. Are you more comfortable watching people die unnecessary deaths?

You all came here to mourn Christopher’s death. If you really cared about and loved Christopher, you are all
hypocrites if you don’t take action and instead, allow the Christopher’s of this world to die.

There are people in this room with money, power and personal contacts. If you do not put your resources to work

in the fight against AIDS, you are hypocrites.

The parents of many people in this room have money, power and personal contacts. If you do not ask your parents
to use their resources to further the fight, you are hypocrites.

And when you go to use your money and power and influence, don’t just ask or fight for more money for palliative
measures, or for education, or for any of the other “safe” aspects of AIDS. It's all very well to make sure people
with AIDS are comfortable and have housing and food and I won't tell you to ignore those critical aspects of the
AIDS crisis. But, if we only take care of people and help them die, then this plague is going to continue to devastate
our lives. Fight for a cure!

I have always believed that we have a moral obligation to fight for the good of the human race and do everything in
our power to stop evil. Did you fight? Did you fight to save Christopher’s life?

No, not really. Only a handful of people in this room have fought for a cure for AIDS, and that's all that would
have saved Christopher’s life. And even those of us who did try to fight to save his life, didn’t do all that we could
have.

I know my words here tonight are going to make many of you uncomfortable (there's than word again). However, |
also know that this is probably only a tenth of what Christopher would have me say if we had written this together,
He died before we could do that.

If you are uncomfortable, go home tonight and think about why you are. I think you will find it’s because I have
spoken the truth here tonight and the truth hurts.

Please. In Christopher’s name, use your money and vour influence and your power. Please .
Christopher’s death be in vain. Silence does indeed equal death and action equals change.

Good-bye Christopher. You will be missed. I love you.

Editor’s Note: The above is a transcript of the eulogy given by Yuri Keegstra to the hundreds assembled in Mil-
waukee's Pabst Theater to mourn the death of his lover, Christopher Fons.

Don't let

Jerry Johnson




The Light

Beind the Blah Title of ‘Roommates’ Hides
a Charming, Sweet, Ten Handkerchief Film

By Terry Boughner

The grandfather is nearing the time when the
years ahead are few. His grandson’s parents
have died. So what do you do when the none
of the rest of the family has any room for the
boy? Put him in a home, so say they all--
except Grandpa. He'll raise the kid. That’s the
end of it, “issue decided, conversation over.”

This is the beginning of Roommates, one of
the most charming and sweetest films to come
to the screen in a long time. In fact, 1 would
call it a “10 handkerchief flick." You'll need
five to wipe away tears of laughter and five as
you cry.

Peter Falk plays Rocky Holeczek, a man in
his 70°s as the film opens, who will reach 107
before the tale is done. He's a crusty old Pol-
ish patriarch, a curmudgeon if ever their was
one, who's gotten to the age where he can say
anything he wants to anyone and get away with
it.

Perhaps this is why the very old and the very
young often get along so well. Neither one of
them has any worry about inhibitions and so-
cial niceties.

D.B. Sweeney is Michael, the grandson,
who views his grandfather, first with awe and
no little wonder, always with respect, and
eventually, that deep, warm comforting love
that many of us can so fondly remember.

For example, I remember when my grandfa-
ther first let me have a taste of “snakebite,”
good, strong Western Pennsylvania sippin’
whisky. My mother was horrified. He told her
to “shut up!™ and down it went. God, it was
awful, but lord what a bond it made between
us.

There’s a scene like that in Roommates and

‘Mrs. Parker’ is a Film
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a couple of others like it that really brought a
lump full of memory to my throat.

As Michael grows up, there’s never any
time where he and his grandfather actually say
they love each other, but why should they?
Like my grandfather and I, why give voice to
the self-evident? Every frame of the movie
shows how deeply they care.

Perhaps this is the best and truest form of
love anyway, the kind that doesn’t have to say
what it is. It just is, that's enough.

Michael marries. Two kids come along. His
wife is killed in an auto accident. Now a cen-
tenarian, Rocky finds himself with a new fam-
ily to raise. When Michael objects, his pro-
tests are summarily dismissed. “Issue decided,
conversation over.”

The film is laid in and filmed entirely in
Pittsburgh. Director Peter Yates has managed
to capture the deliciously snug atmosphere of
that very ethnic city--and not done damage to
the geography of the place as they did in
Flashdance. The only thing lacking are the
trolleys--but you can’t have everything.

The film also captures very well the dispar-
aging attitude that the Scots-Irish ( vhite An-
glo-Saxons all) establishment had toward
Catholics, Blacks, Poles and other Slavs and
just about anyone who wasn't exactly like
them.

For example, the mother-in-law in the film
reminded me of a Victorian sofa with legs.

No, there's no Gay theme to this, no Gay
undercurrents in it either, but it is a sweet
charmer, a story that will, perhaps, bring back
memories for you of a time when you were
young and your grandparents glowed sofily in
your life.

that Doesn’t Quite

Shatter a Brittle and Brilliant Facade

By Carl Szatmary

The very name of Dorothy Parker brings to
mind the glorious literary New York of the
1920's when she and other illustrious members
of the famed Algonquin Round Table were the
toast of the town. Among the most often
quoted of 20th Century authors, Mrs. Parker,
along with such literary cohorts as Robert
Benchley, George S. Kaufman and Alexander
Woollcott, quipped their way into immortality.

In Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, di-
rector Alan Rudolph attempts to shatter their
bright and brilliant, but ultimately brittle, fa-
cade. At the center of Altman's film is
Dorothy Parker, in an absolutely mesmerizing
performance by Jennifer Jason Leigh.

In an intriguing use of flashbacks, Rudolph
has the main body of the film, which is set in
the 1920’s, filmed in color. Significantly, pro-
gressive flashforwards portray Mrs. Parker,
first in the 1930’s and 1940's in Hollywood,
then back in New York in the 1950’s and
1960’s and are filmed in stark black and white.

Visually, these segments perfectly capture
and emphasize the emptiness and despair that
would so characterize Dorothy Parker's later
life. Interwoven throughout and acting as
transitions for different periods of Parker's
life, are, appropriately enough, her own richly
autobiographical poems in voice-over.

Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle has
much to recommend it. Rarely has New York
in the 1920’s been as sumptuously filmed. Ru-
dolph is exceedingly generous in incorporating
Parker’s best and best-known quips. In addi-
tion to Leigh's stunning portrayal of world-
weary, bored-to-the-bone Mrs. Parker, many
in the large cast stand out in secondary roles.

Campbell Scott as Robert Benchley invests
in his role as Parker’s best buddy a pleasant,
innocent geekiness before booze and fame take
their tolls.

The surprising Andrew McCarthy does an
appropriately repellent turn in playing Parker’s
first husband, and Wallace Shawn is equally
memorable in the smallish role as the man be-
hind the Round Table.

Sadly, Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle
falls victim to far oo much predictability in
plotting and characterization. Rudolph pos-
sesses few surprises up his literary sleeve. He
is clearly seeking to shatter the myth of the
celebrated Algonquins by illustrating the dev-
astating effects of booze and pills. Yer, can
this really come as any great surprise o any-
one?

Few can still believe that these mdividuals

Jennifer Jason Leigh as Mrs. Parker

were merely participating in one jolly quip-
fest. Self-loathing seems to have been the or-
der of the day and apparently quite contagious
among Round Table members. Soon, even the
most blithely made bon mots cannot fully mask

the increasing tedium among his characters
and, more precisely, among his audience.

It is with a touch of irony notwithstanding,
to remark that one of the key flaws in Mrs.
Parker lies in the enormous honesty and con-
viction Leigh and the rest of the cast bring to
their roles. Too little screen time is given to
portray these bright young things as at all lik-
able, which makes it difficult to invest much
emotion in their later despair.

Round Table regulars grew conceited, rude,
cruel drunkards. Leigh, in particular, refuses
to allow the audience any moment of easy
sympathy, barely rousing herself from a near
comatose state to file a theatre or book review.
Her Dorothy Parker brings to mind a candle
flame that always seems about to, but never
quite, exhaust itself, its flicker quite pretty and
attracting attention, but ultimately shedding
very little light.

Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle, de-
spite its weaknesses, remains a fascinating film
filled with sparkling dialogue and some won-
derful ensemble acting and is recommended.

Rating: $$3%%
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Querky--Albert Finney, left, and Rufus Sewell star in Suri Krishnamma's film “A Man of No

Importance” which opens March 3 at Milwaukee's Oriental Theatre.

‘A Man Of No Importance’ is a Curious
Little Film with Much Charm

By Carl Szatmary

Now that Gays and Lesbians are chic in
Hollywood following the surprising success of
such recent small, independent films as Go
Fish and The Adventures of Prescilla: Queen
of the Desert, expect to see increasing num-
bers of hip and quirky films exhibiting a Gay
sensibility. Some, like films based on Kather-
ine Forrest’s Murder at the Nightwood Bar
and Paul Rudnick’s Jeffrey, have already be-
gun production.

Soon to a cinema near you is a curious little
film., A Man of No Importance directed by
Suri Krishnamma and starring Albert Finney.

A Man of No Importance, at first glance,
would appear to be a throwback to the more
traditional Hollywood portrayals of Gay men.
Lacking any of the newly discovered Gay
glamour, yet nonetheless possessing a “90’s
political awareness, A Man of No Importance
is a small, simple little story of Alfie Byrne
(Albert Finney), a ticket taker on a Dublin bus
in the 1950°s with Oscar Wilde delusions.

Alfie's life is bittersweet at best. He lives
with his spinster sister Lily (played by the
wonderful Brenda Fricker) and is secretly in
love with Robbie Fay (Rufus Sewell), his at-
tractive young co-worker whom he affection-
ately calls Bosie.

(Bosie, if you remember, was nickname of
the love of Wilde's life, Alfred Douglas.)

To combat the emptiness of his life, Alfie
produces an annual production of an Oscar
Wilde play, featuring the talents of his regular
bus passengers.

With the arrival of Adele Rice (Tara
Fitzgerald), Alfie is delighted with a perfect
Salome. Alfie is quite taken with the beautiful,
but melancholy Adele, who is hiding her own
secrets.

Despite the play’s controversial nature, Alfie
does manage to get the use of the Church Hall.
Rehearsal begins. But before long, it becomes

apparent that all is not well as Alfie’s infatua-
tion grows as does his sister Lily’s concern for
him.

After a warm and wonderful beginning,
Barry Devlin's screenplay takes a heavy
handed turn mid-way, including an unsettling
and quite ludicrous scene that has Alfie dress-
ing up in full Oscar Wilde drag and going to a
pub frequented by “those sort of people.” The
results are rather predictably disastrous.

In pursuit of some dramatic plot twists and
some easily identifiable villains, much of the
film’s fragile sweetness is sacrificed. If the
overwhelming acceptance of an outed Queer
by the 1950°s Dublin working-class folk seems
to stretch reasonable credibility, the film's up-
beat, if not exactly happy, ending is satisfying
and certainly most welcome.

While A Man of No Importance may not
appeal to all Gay and Lesbian audiences, its
pleasures are many. Scenes of working-class
Dublin are beautifully and vividly brought to
life. Albert Finney is superb in the difficult
role of Alfie, walking the fine line between
sympathy and pity.

As the fallen Adele, Tara Fitzgerald is both
ravishing and tragic. And finally, Rufus
Sewell possesses enough swaggering good
looks to make it easy to understand how Alfie
lost his heart to this Bosie.

Rating: $533%

Scale: $$$$$$ =Exceptional film, regard-
less of ticket price

$$$$$=Excellent, worth the
money

$38$=Very good, but better at
Matinee pricing

$$%=Good, especially if someone
else buys the ticket

$$=0Kk, but you could probably
wait for the video

$= Wait until it hits Cable, De-
mand full Refund!

LuncH
Served Monday thru Saturday
11:30am to 2:30pm
DINNER
Served Daily Spmto 11pm
SUNDAY BRUNCH
Served from 11am to 4pm
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Rita Mae Brown, Janis Ian to Appear at
National Women’s Music Festival

Indianapolis, IN-- Rita Mae Brown. the
best-selling author of Rubyfruit Jungle and
Starting from Scratch: A Different Kind of
Writers' Manual, and Janis Ian, an impres-
sive presence on the music scene since break-
ing onto the charts at 15 with “Society’s
Child,” will appear at the National Women's
Music Festival in June.

Brown will give the keynote speech on
Thursday, June 1. She also will lead a work-
shop on Friday, June 2.

Performing on the festival’s Mainstage, will
be Ian, who now composes in Nashville and
also writes-a column for The Advocate.

The festival will be June 1-4 on the Indiana
University campus in Bloomington, Indiana. It
is the longest running celebration of women's
music and culture in the country. Advance res-
ervations are now being accepted.

Other special guests of interest will be Torie
Osborn, former executive director of the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force, and Vicki
Noble, a feminist Shaman, healer, co-creator
of Motherpeace Tarot and author. Osborn will
lead political wurkahops Noble will appear at
workshops on women’s spirituality.

Concerts and workshops are the main com-
ponents of the festival, which is in its 21st
year. There are also dances each evening.

In addition to politics and spirituality, work-
shop topics include writing, health, finances,
sexuality, sports, fitness, legal issues and per-
forming/producing music.

Other workshops will address issues for and
about Women of Color, Deaf women, women
with disabilities and older women.

The festival is held in campus buildings.
Dorm housing and meals are available as is
access to local stores, restaurants and motels.

A 24-hour support service is available for
women in recovery, and all events are wheel-
chair accessible. Special headsets, seating and
interpreters are available for the Deaf and
hard-of-hearing. Free child care is offered to
those who pre-register.

A four-day pass costs $160 before April 30

‘Bluestockings’
Explores Women’s
Suffrage Movement

Milwaukee~ “Bluestockings,” a multimedia
performance that explores the relationship
between the U.S. suffrage movement and
contemporary issues such as sexism and ho-
mophobia, will be presented Thursday, March
9, at 8:00 p.m. in the Wisconsin Room, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Union, 2200
E. Kenwood Boulevard. The presentation is
free and open to the public.

The performance is being presented by the
UWM Women's Resource Center and Center
for Women's Studies to celebrate Women's
History Month and the 75th Anniversary of
Women's Suffrage.

“Bluestockings™ was part of Theater X's
month-long women's series, held last Fall. Jen
Benka and Jane Kramer, members of the local
multimedia performance group MOOK, col-
laborated with award-winning filmmaker
Cathy Cook and photographer Deone Jahnke
for the production.

The production was inspired, in part, by the
award-winning On  Wisconsin  Women:
Working for Their Rights from Settlement
to Suffrage, a book by Genevieve McBride,
associate professor of mass communication at
UWM.

The project was originally funded, in part,
by a grant from Intermedia Arts/Minnesota
with funds from the National Endowment for
the Arts/Presenting and Commissioning Pro-
gram, the Rockefeller Foundation and the
Warhol Foundation.
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and $180 thereafter. Those wishing to work
during the festival in exchange for a reduced-
cost pass may do so, Information on that op-
tion is in the registration brochure.

Registration brochures are available at
women's bookstores or by writing: P.O. Box
1427-PR, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1427. You
may also call (317) 927-9355 and leave your
name and address.

Richard Waswo to be
Featured on ‘Where
The Waters Meet’

Milwaukee-- Milwaukee aerosol artist Rich-
ard Waswo will be featured in two separate
programs of “Where The Waters Meet,” a
weekly TV series on arts and social issues
airing on Warner Cable Channel 14,

The first program, entitled “New Aerosol
Compositions,” will document Waswo's show
of the same name. The show was held last July
at Gallery 218 in Milwaukee. Commentator
Christina Zawadiwsky talks to Waswo about
both his technique and the meaning behind
each of the several different paintings. Draw-
ing both from evolutionary and religious
themes, Waswo explores his non-traditional
quest for spirituality.

The program will be seen at 7:00 p.m.,
March 10 on Channels 14 and 11B and will be
repeated at 2:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday of the following week on Channel
14.

The second program is entitled “Hair” and
deals with the way artists approach their own
hair. Waswo is known for his often radical
changes in appearance.

Produced for the Wigstock celebration last
Autumn, both Waswo and artist Valerie
Drystel are interviewed.
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Testing of New Vaccine Against HIV Has
Begun in Hard-Hit Thailand

Bangkok, Thailand- On February 21, the
Thai government began testing a vaccine that it
hopes will yield protection against the virus
that causes AIDS.

Thirty men and women received the first of
what are to be four injections of the vaccine
aimed at protecting people from infection
should they come in contact with HIV, the
AIDS virus. The trial is to run for a year and a
half,

Twenty of the volunteers, all of them recov-
ering drug abusers, received the Gp 120 vac-
cine, manufactured by Genentech Inc. of San
Francisco. The other 10 are to be the control
group.

The vaccine is not made from live virus and
therefore cannot cause infection.

It already has been tested on more than 1,000
American volunteers and has been shown to be
safe and stimulate an immune response. The
trial is aimed at confirming those first results.

“1'm confident in this vaccine, but I cannot

H.I.T. Fundraiser

Milwaukee—- The Holiday Invitational
Tournament (H.I.T.) is having its annual
Rita Bowl! fundraiser on Friday, March 17,
1995, at Red Carpet Regency Lanes. Bowl-
ing begins at 9:00 p.m.

Roundtrip transportation will be provided
from the Wreck Room to the bowling alley
for a $3 fee. Please see any H.I.T. Board
member or call Scott Logan at (414) 277-
0320 or Rick Steiner at (414) 482-1964 for
details.

Hair will be seen April 21 at 7:00 p.m. on
Warner Cable Channels 14 and 11B. It will
also be repeated at 2:00 p.m. Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday of the following week on
Channel 14,

be 100 percent sure it will work,'" said Dr.
Prayura Kunasol, medical officer for the Col-
laborating Center for HIV/AIDS Vaccine De-
velopment and Evaluation. “We should invest
in it today, though or otherwise it is going to
be too late.'

An estimated 60,000 Thais are infected with
HIV.

The widespread use of prostitutes in Thailand
by both married and single men, has made
Thailand one of the worst-hit countries in
Asia.

Prayura said recovering drug abusers were
being used in the trial because they already
come to government clinics regularly and
therefore will be sure to return for monitoring
throughout the trial. The doctors had gained
the volunteers' trust after years of treatment,
so that none of them were fearful of the vac-
cines.

The drug trial is being carried out by the
Vaccine Trial Center of Mahidol University,
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, and the
Ministry of Public Health, with the support of
the World Health Organization.
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‘Queen Margot’ is a Gay Romp when France
was ‘The Strangest Place You Ever Saw’

By Bob Thomas
Any romantic notions you may have had
about the European chivalry of a few hundred

years ago will be dispelled by a viewing of

Queen Margot, a film about the perfidy of
France's royalty in the late 16th century. The
saga is laden with treachery and butchery, yet
it also offers a cruel beauty that is rare in
films.

Of France at the time, one historian has
written that it “escaped history for the psy-
chologists couch.™ Elizabeth I's ambassador to
the Throne of the Lilies, wrote back, “The
French Court is the strangest place you ever
saw.” They were both right.

The story begins with the splendor of a royal
wedding at the court of France, the forced
marriage of the Catholic Marguerite of Valois
(Isabelle Adjani) to the Protestant Henri of
Navarre (Daniel Auteuil). The spidery Queen
Mother, Catherine de Medici, (Virna Lisi) has
engineered the union in an attempt to end the
religious warfare that has wracked the country
for decades and soaked its soil in blood.

But if Catherine hopes the “mixed” union
will produce an heir, she’s got another think

AfterWords Calendar
of March Events

Milwaukee— AfterWords March Special: In
honor of the month of March being designated
as Women's History (Herstory) Month, Af-
terWords is featuring 10% off all titles in our
newly redeveloped “Women's Section,” in-
cluding a much enlarged section focusing on
contemporary women's fiction.

AfterWords has also composed a list of 20
essential and influential books to be discounted
throughout the month at 20% off, including
both fiction and nonfiction by and for women
by such authors as Audre Lorde, Virginia
Woolf, Marian Zimmer Bradley, and Joan
Nestle. Stop in at AfterWords during March
for details.

On Friday, March 3rd, the Brady East STD
Clinic will be offering free, anonymous HIV
testing at AfterWords from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
No appointments are necessary. As always

during the BestD Clinic outreach at After-.

Words, all AIDS-related literature will be
featured at 15% off.

The AfterWords Book Club in March will
feature a discussion of Michael Nava and Rob-
ert Dawidoff’s controversial and thought-
provoking book, Created Equal: Why Gay
Rights Matter to America. This discussion
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, March
13th. New members are always welcome.

i

coming. Henri is Gay, as Gay as Gay can be.

He was also quite beautiful and, according to
history, if not to the film, he had no trouble
finding partners. Nor was he in any way
“closeted” about all this. In fact, he liked
nothing better than to don mama's jewels and
process into the court on the arm of a well-
built courtier.

At the wedding ball, given by the Queen
Mum, Henri showed up in one of his bride’s

best gowns escorted by 12 luscious young men |

wearing nothing but the most transparent of
veils--which they promptly took off.
The English ambassador reported himself to

be horrified by it all, but Queen Catherine

thought it a wonderful joke. What Margot
thought has not been recorded.

What history does report, however. is that
when she found a man with her husband in the
marriage bed, she walked out in huff and
never went near him again.

But Margot, as the movie shows, had her
needs. She and her lady-in-waiting scoured the
streets for a likely candidate for the bride's
lust. She found a handsome Protestant, La
Mole (Vincent Perez), who fulfills her every
desire. She also falls in love with him.

In the meantime, the Henri of history has
been shipped off to become King of Poland.
He hated the place. He stayed a year and re-
turned to Paris bringing the Crown Jewels
with him. The Poles never did get them back.

The story, freely adapted from an Alexandre
Dumas novel by Daniele Thompson and
Patrice Chereau, continues a devious but ever-
fascinating path. It helps to pay attention in
order to learn who in the large cast is on
which side.

Chereau directed the film with a fine sense
of period, illuminating the pomp of the French
court as well as the squalor both inside and
outside the Louvre palace. His greatest
achievement is guiding terrific performances
by the leading actresses.

Isabelle Adjani is astonishing as the 19-year-
old bride (record books give her age as 39).
Her range of emotions is impressive enough to
warrant a third Academy Award nomination as
best actress (the first two: " "The Story of
Adele H." and " "Camille Claudel''). Virna
Lisi, little seen in the United States since her
stint as a sexpot, is chillingly malevolent as
Catherine de Medici.

The cast is filled with superior actors, most
of whom are unfamiliar on these shores. Es-
pecially impressive is Vincent Perez as Mar-
got's dauntless lover.

The Miramax Films release is rated R, with
wholesale killings and nudity. Running time:
143 minutes. In French, with English subtitles.

Enchanting Fable— Irish folklore is brought to life in John Sayle's film “The Secret of Roan Inish,”

which opens March 10 at Milwaukee's Downer Theatre. Fiona (Jeni Courtney) and Hugh (Mick Lalley)

star in the film.

Submissions Sought
for Gay/Lesbian
Essay Collection

Boston, MA-- Alyson Publications is seek-
ing personal essays from Lesbians, Gay men,
Bisexuals and Transsexuals born after (or
shortly before) the Stonewall Riots of 1969.

Were Ernie and Bert your role models?
Have you ever had sex without an awareness
of AIDS? Did your high school have a L/G/B
support group? Did you go? Did you take your
lover? If someone asked, “Are you a friend of
Dorothy?” would you answer, “Yeah, I loved
Bastard Out of Carolina?

If you can answer “Yes” to any of these
questions, then you should probably contribute
to “Children of Stonewall,” in which a new
generation will tell the world what it's like to
inherit the older generations’ legacy of relative
freedom and pride.

“Children of Stonewall is scheduled for re-
lease by Alyson Publications in 1996. For
guidelines, please send a SASE to Robin
Bernstein, Children of Stonewall, c/o Alyson
Publications, 40 Plympton St., Boston, MA
02118. The deadline for submission is June

30, 1995. No fiction or poetry.

Alyson Publications is also seeking short
fiction with erotic content for an-anthology of
Gay male erotica about sexual encounters in
the great out of doors.

This book is scheduled for release in 1996.
Submissions should be typed, double-spaced
and include a SASE and, if possible, a copy of
the story on disk. The deadline for submis-
sions is June 30, 1995. Send them to the above
address.

BOOT CAMP SALOON

MILWAUKEE’S
LEATHER / LEVI BAR

209 E. National
Milwaukee, Wi
414-643-6900

by

Sixteenth Century Royalty--Isabelle Adjani plays the title character in Patrice Chereaus’ “Queen Mar-

got,” which opens March 10 at Milwaukee’s Oriental Theatre.

A Room Of One’s Own Celebrates Women’s
History Month and 20th Anniversary

Madison-- Two programs will be offered at
A Room Of One’s Own Bookstore in celebra-
tion of National Women's History Month.

Nellie Y. McKay

Nellie Y. McKay, Professor of American
and Afro-American Literature at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, will be speaking
about women’s autobiographies on March 9, at
6:30 p.m. at the Bookstore, 317 W. Johnson
Street in Madison.

The autobiographical narrative reflects the
diverse intersections of race, class, religion
and sexual identity of women. The autobiogra-
phy instructs and empowers the reader to dis-
cover her own inner voice.

Jeanne Boydston

Jeanne Boydston, Professor of History at
UW-Madison, will speak on discovering
women's history through letters, diaries and
other source documents on March 30, at 6:30
p-m. at the Bookstore.

Boydston, author of Home & Work, focuses
her research on the relationship between
women's labor, paid and unpaid, and women’s
lives.

Both of these events are free and open (o all.
For more information, call (608) 257-7888.

Folksingers Claudia ‘Schmidt and Libby

Roderick will appear in concert April 1, at the
Barrymore Theatre. This concert is being pro-
duced by A Room Of One’s Own to celebrate
the Bookstore’s 20th Anniversary. Tickets cost
$15 and are available at the Bookstore, the
Barrymore Theatre, Green Earth, Magic Mill,
Whole Earth, Mother Fool's and Quintes-
sence.

Watch for more information in the next issue
of Light.

The staff of the Bookstore welcomes every-
one to join in this celebration of music and
words. Additional events are planned to com-
memorate the anniversary and to thank the
Madison community for its years of support.

For more information, call Sandi at (608)
257-7888.

GALVAnize
Meeting Scheduled

Madison-- GALVAnize, the Gay and Les-
bian Visibility Alliance, is looking for a few
good people interested in planning the 1995
GALVAnize March to be held on Sunday,
July 16 in Madison. Please call Ben at (608)
256-4289 for more information.
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Celebrate St.
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With all your Irish Friends
At Milwaukee’s Warmest and Friendliest Bar!
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Patrick’s Day
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QG WISCONSIN LIGHT PERSONALS

Wi NEW TO SCENE: Steve, GM new o
scene like to meet someone fo help me out of
the closet, like CD and be with him- =11250

WI LET’S GET TOGETHER: Ron, locking
for someone to get togelher with any age,
like outdoors fishing, tv music, - #27367

Milwaukee BLONDE SWIMMERS
BUILD: Mike, 6'1 180 bind/blu must
swimmers build, give me a coll- 728404

Milwaukee SPECIAL LOVE: just moved
here, 25 5'8 185, looking for that special
love from that special person,give me a call-
=28560

Milwoukee BOB 20 Y/O, redlly tall dk
hair, lkg for guys 18-30 fo get together and
do stuff with give me a call- #28615

Milwaukee HAIR FETISH: head for hair,
hair fetishist, passion for blndes with thick

long hair, Iv your name and # in the area-
=2688]

N. Central LET’S PARTY IN THE CITY!
it in going fo city, dancing, partying, and
fun- =29126

Milwaukee SLIM GBM: Gary, hands GBM
30 5°17 140 slim build, must iso someone
25-35 the same char as mine, any race, lltg
for friendship future rel, lets talk and see
where it can go from there later- ®29300

Milwaukee TOM 18 Y/O: like to talk to
guys anywhere, 5'9 155, bind/blu,
swimmers build, pretty smooth, like o talk to
guys give me a call- 29408

Green Bay OUTDOOR BLONDE: Eric,
511 bind blu 185 like outdoors, music,
movies, if ud like to get together v
message- 29449

Adams HAIRY DADDY BEAR: Chuck, 41
62 240, blu/bm salt and pepper full beard
hairy body daddy bear iso local and long
distance cubs fo cuddle with if ur younger,
attr, and hot for an older daddy type fo
experience, give me a call- or write- 229518

Milwaukee TV, TS OR CD: SWM 45, int in
TS, TV or CD, willing fo falk to people who
have those int, theatre plays music sporfs
and others, dine in, out romantic passionate
affection- age race not that impt- int, lva a
message- #29541

Milwoukee COLLEGE STUDENT: Derek
42 20 brobrn 175 coll shudent, lkg for
someone whos new to this like me between
26-40, for some fone fun, maybe get
together with give me a call- #29577

Milwaukee CANOEING AND
CAMPING: Dan, 20, 510, 140 bm/bm
iso someone 20-35, if ur int pls give me a
call-like to biking canoeing and camping
byel 229582

Milwaukee FRAT GUY: Scoft, 21, 58,
br/brn, 145, frat guy iso other guys 25-36
fo get with and see if it works out, kinda new
fo this, give me a call- 229586

Milwaukee OLDER MEN: Matt 61 150
18, if that int u, pls call like to ply with my
Mac, and lots of other things, looking for an
older man 30-40 new at this 29589

Milwaukee COLLEGE STUDENT: Tom, 19
coll student at UW 58 170 brn/bm like
canoeing swimming, iso 18-22 only that
doesnt smoke, a liitle nervous so give me a
call - 29593

Milwaukee BLONDE GOATEE: Leif 21
GWM blind/blu geatee, 510 155, musc
swimmers build, iso other guys 22-38 fo get
fogether have a few beers and see what
happens- 29932

Wisconsin Rapids GAY COUPLE atfr 30
and 34 iso other affr couples or singles for
hot fimes- ®30904

Milwaukee BRIAN 30, 140, brn/blk, int in
GM 18-22 give me o call- 30190

Milwaukee SPORTS FAN: East sider mid
30s, must brn/blu like sporfs good sense of
humor looking for guys fo get together with
on occasion- 230351

608 area code MUSCULAR HAIRY: 58,
blnd/blu 160, looking for musc hairy guys
who like to be appreciated, give me a call-
also have a dark mustache- =30466

Milwaukee VIRGIN ISLANDER: 24 from
Virgin Islands, now in Milwaukee, love fo
party and have alot of fun iso same 18-23 if
ur int like to meet, give me a call- 230475

Milwaukee COLLEGE STUDENT: Charlie,
GBM 19, college student 5'7 130, like
music, rb dance rap, movies and TV
nonsmoker/drkiner looking for o BM 18-30

masc appearance and has same int, poss
friendship, rel- =30552

Milwaukee FRENCH FUN: 40, br/bm
must &1 210, bim, lke to p|s, french, give
me a call #30591

Milwoukee BUILT BLONDE: 30 bind blu
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good build, nice body looking for someone
o talk to and hang out with, give me a call
thanks- 30671

Hartford DAN, 32, movies, having fun
dancing, give me a call, w30817

Milwaukes ASIANS OR HISPANICS:
Bob, GWM bim caring and affect 40s 5°8,
hairy chest iso a tp gay osion male or gay
hisp male undr 40 for hot fun and pess long
term rel, v your # =30879

Milwaukee ACTIVIST/ARTS: Biff, 41,
prof'l, staying in shape working hard, o
good life, political activist, like porfies iso
someone who loves life and wanfs to keep
life interesting- like the arts- 31028

Milwaukee LOOKING FOR A BOY
TOY: 38 gdlkg in shape stable secure guy
iso 25 Y/O man boy 31032

Milwaukee FRENCH AND GREEK: GBM
tp 38 5'9 seeks subm gm any race 25-65
for french and greek =31202

Hartford ROMANTIC NIGHTS: Dan,
GWM 32 160 iso same info music movies
and romantic nights 230817

Milwaukee FRIEND/LOVER: Mike, 23,
GWM 57, 140, bm/bm iso other GWM
under 27 for friendship poss rel if this
sounds like you, give me a call- 231832

Milwaukee RELATIONSHIP MINDED,
music movies sports, info having a good
time and meeting people, enjoying peoples
company give me a call- 31865

Milwoukee INEXPERIENCED CD: Bi wm
inexp cd seeking exp cd hoping fo start a
ser rel with inferests in politcs movies sports,
and dining out willing to be taught
everything about cd v o message- 24839

Madison RUN WITH ME: GWM young,
56, 128, very good shape int in running
and working out like to meet 18-24 GWM
for friendship poss rel- #24881

Madison SMOOTH AS SILK: blond/blu,
smooth as silk, musc tp, 57, isc WM/BM
nice slim tall tp 25-50 for beaches or other
enjoyment fimes- 24945

Milwavkee MACHO MAN: Ken, macho
musc man, atir, adv tall blu gm brn bi wm
26, iso same for great fimes iso young bi
wm 18020 fit and attr info movies working
out wilfting and things of that nature-
24973

Milwoukee BLACK MEN: Ryan GWM 38,
5'5, 111, red/blu, fr/p grk/a like to meet
BM esp call anytime- 225256

Fredonia GREG 27, lkg fo meet 18-30,
give me a call- 225449

Plativille CLASSIC ROCK: Bil, ity boy lost
among the cows! 30s 58 145 prof| new to
WI like clossic rock theatre, football and
college hoops looking for a stable guy for
fun, poss rel, will travel o reasonable
distance- 225493

Milwaukee BEARDED YOUNG
PROFESSIONAL iso somoene who knows
what they want where they wanted under 43
only- 25825

Milwoukee X RATED VIDEOS: bi WM
43, &', 185, smooth NW side int in meefing
other guys for fun fimes open to new ideas
affectionate, like hangin out, music movies, x
rated and massage, like young guys to show
me the ropes, new fo scene- =25864

Fond du Loc OUTDOOR LOVER: Randy,
27 GWM 510, 163 brn/grn iso another
GWM in the area for friendship rel, 23-31
desire to learn from other, hiking, biking,
camping conoeing, if i sound like someone
you'd like fo meet, give me a call- 25866

Milwaukee HISPANIC ASIAN: Carl, 29
male, hisp/asian 58 170 like working out
dining out wolching movies, lkg for friends,
u must be 25-40, fit, skable, if this ur
interested give me a call- 225909

Milwoukee PASSABLE TS: Matt, bi WM
hoping to meet passable TS TV and CD for
poss rel, v a message will ret all calls-
726074

Milwaukee YOUNG GUYS: Tom, lkg for
other hot young guys, 61 185, bind brn,
well end, lkg to hook up with other younger
guys give me a call- #25713

Milwoukee TONY 5’8 150, iso WM 18-
25 into having fun give me a call- #26392

Milwaukee YOUNG MALE 6’1 185, brn/
into music movies, lkg for same- looking for
other young guys ®26470

Milwaukee YOUNGER GUYS: BIWM 27
510 185 b /bm, lkg to hook up with other
younger guys o have some fun, with
=31903 [

Milwaukee PREOP T5'S: Harley WM &'
180, 49, like movies, intimate sharing iso
preop TS TV, share some qual fime with-
=31985

Milwaukee TOM GWM, 18, bind/blu,
5'9, 155, iso a relationship and hot fimes
for any guys around my age up to 40, int in
irying bd, give me a call- 231846

Sheboygon GREEK AND FRENCH: Bl BM
iso Bl or GBM under 30, for greek and
french conversation, bim be a fp sounds like
you, lv a message- #27880

Madison HEAVY GUY: GWM 56,
blnd/blu, musc, heavy Ip iso you know bim
heavy 25-50 WM/BM in my area pls call
me- w9173

Milwaukee BI OR GWM: Steve, 33 59,
wt prop work out daily many inferests BIWM
iso Bl or GWM dk b /b give me a call,
=30245

i i ”‘”8 e
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Milwaukee GOODLOOKINT <2: 27 bi
wm very gdlkg cd, like to meet gdlkg cd tv
or s couples with bi male to fulfill a fontasie,
ser only pls,- #22233

Madison SLENDER Bl WM: Kevin bi WM
30 5'8 145 slender well foned iso bi/gay
MW or Asians, TV ok, sim to Iger build 18-
40 new o parsonu|s scene, be discreet
=26489

Milwaukee Mike, 41, &, 250, It bm,
beard must blue eyes, int are music old
movies, rummaging anfiquing, homebody
gd sense of humor, sincere loyal and caring,
Ikg for Mr. Right, or Mr. Right now iso same
qual, int, new experiences-hairy a+ ©26738

Milwaukee RICH 24 bim 5'6 145, lkg o
meet 18-40 var int, if ur int gve me a call
=27041

Milwaukee SNOWMOBILER: GWM 25,
kg for active gay or bi male, enjoy boating
snowmobiling, volleyball, and sports, open
minded give me a call- 727144

Kenosha BI WM COUPLE 40 and Bl WM
21 iso bi or gay under 25 for fun, heavy
metal music, give us a call- ®27590

Oak Creek HOUSE AT THE LAKE: Russ,
bind/hzl, love outdoors, love spending time
at my lake home, vers, and int in someone

sim- lkg for someone masc, 6'1, 170, nice
body give me o call- 27656

dark hairy guys, groups and more, v your #
©23947

Wisconsin Rapids DAN 21, kg for o hot
jock fo have o good fime discreet married,
so if ur int in @ good time gve me a call

w 27477

Sheboygan BI BLACK MALE, usually avail
morings iso tp Latino/Hisp GWM 18-25, or
BM 25 -40 give me a call- 27780

Wisconsin Ropids MARRIED BI MALE:
Dan, married bi male iso o bi or GM fo get
fogether and have a good discreet fime 5'11
br blu 180, sounds int give me a call- =27477

Racine GRUNGE GUY: GWM 23, John,
grunge guy info Seattle scene and punk iso
AM HM or WM iinfo the same scene 18-28
for friendship poss more 228016

Wausau SLIM BLONDE: Rob, 24, tall slim
bind/ blu, enjoy walks fennis movies and
music, like to meet someone non smoker
slender built gd sense of humor, iso rel- if u
live in the area give me a call- #20758

Eau Claire LONG TERM
RELATIONSHIP: 35 gdlkg, honest,
sincere, GWM int in long term rel with gdlkg
GWM 19-30, 223009

Milwaukee TONY 18, 165, locking for
someone infell, like to get fo the point, live
on the north side call me- 223247

Milwaukee BLACK TS: heavy set black TS
iso a guy fo seftle down with give me a cal
©23427

Milwaukee OUTDOORS AND QUIET
TIMES: Mark, GWM 33 5'8 140, fun
loving int are movies, outdoors, biking, quiet
times, iso 25-35, for poss rel- =23744

Milwaukee ATTN: JOHN- left o message
in my box on Xmas day, can you pls Iv
another time and phone# to get ahold of
you? | wasn't able to- 723498

La Crosse KURT GWM 21, phys good
shape, excellent body like outdoors, animals
and like to have some fun, give me o call-
glad to be back in touch with you- 23707

Appleton MOVIES AND MUSIC: Keifh,
22, movies, and music, if ur 18-25 give me
a call- 223774

Madison CLASSY GOODLOOKING
PROFESSIONAL: GWM 49, 61, 170,
enjoy cify and state events, dining out and
fireplace, iso sim GM 25-45 for friendship
and romance- 823929

Milwaukee WET ACTION: hands on, atir
hot slim build 33 iso guys for hot wet action,

Milwaukee DRESSED UP CD’S: Steve, like
a guy thot can show me the ropes, like in
shape looks good like fo meet like fo cd, can
look good when they are dressed up and
shill be @ man with me- 211250

Milwaukee EXERCISE AND
WRESTLING: Want exercise and fun, into
wrestling, if ur too, Iv name and #, Mike-
=24177

Milwaukee FRENCH SERVICE: &'1, bm
brn 210 40, iso people to enjoy french svc,
discreet - 24499

Beaver Dom STRAWBERRY BLONDE:
GWM 31 strawberrry bind 155 iso
friendship or rel, var of int, iso compat man
to have fun with, spend the winter with,
maybe more- Dale- 224593

Madison INEXP ASIAN: 22, 5'6, 145,
Asian, inexp, slim toned, run lift wis, alt
music, movies, home videos, non drinker,
don't care if u do, like quiet times one on
one, like cuddling, intimacy massage; 24-
40 WM in the area, give me a call-
©24673

Fox Valley REALLY ROUGH STUFF:
looking for guys fo get together with really
rough- give me o call- ®24706

WI1 20 y/o Student iso people in the area
for friendship poss rel, not into one nighters
people to hang 20750

Green Bay FURRY MEN: Edword 35, kg
for that one man gooci sense of

humor kind caring,

monog rel, like furry
men, intin e
personality H 0
and T
character of N EW mMErg
person, give EVERY pay
me a call- i
E Es

21596 To RUS| st
Sparta FAST SHE LATEST
YTy ~RSONALS
FISHING:
Steve, fast cars, bikes,
snowmobiles, hunt, fish,

and camp, non drinker, young smooth bims
best, but am vers- 21656

Milwoukee UWM STUDENT: Eost
sider UWM student, 30, brn/brn
unshaven trim 145 like to laugh eat out
party and have a good fime, iso 25-30
=21681
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ADS AND L000s MORE CALL:

1-900-370-1626

HOW TO JOIN US... TOLL-FREE
* To record your personal ad CALL: 1-800-546-MENN(6366).

+ Follow the easy voice instructions to record your personal ad.

» Write down your new voice mailbox number.

* We'll print your recorded message like the ones shown above.

Press *
A busy signal

Sy $1.99/min

HOW TO MEET THEM

* To respond to ads CALL: 1-900-370-1626 and at the main menu:
Press 3 to respond to ads you like.
Press 2 to browse the latest ads sorted by area code.

to pick-up new messages left in your mailbox.

= Men on the line. Call again later.

« Comments or Questions call 1-415-281-3183. 24hrs.
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Mega300 Wilm DE

Mega900 (c.n ruru)Personals

1-900-344-2040, ext 14

24 hrs/day, 7 days/week, 18 yrs. Touch-tone required $-| .95 /ll'lill

Try our new system! Our Mega900
Personals let you leave messages or talk to like
minded people directly! That's right, say goodbye
to telephone tag. Just look for the (Call Thru)
symbol in the Mega900 Personals. These people
are taking calls directly at their home or other
private number. Just call 1-900-344-2040, ext 14
($1.95/min) and follow the simple instructions.
Our computers will dial the advertiser’s number
directly. The number remains confidential.

Why leave messages and wait and wait and wait,
when you can find someone RIGHT NOW who
wanis to talk with you. So don't delay, call now.

Oh, and you can join our system yourself, by simply
pressing the star (*) key when you reach the “Main

Thru) Box# 9750
Dave, 26, 5'9, bottom, 160, ISO a cute guy. Box# 7571

Alex, 28, ISO BM, 20-35, for working out, skiing and
good times. Box# 7971

Dave, 26, bottom, long blond hair, 5'8, 160, great job, ISO
a top to live with. (Call Thru) Box# 5547

M, 5°6, 150, 18, muscular, blond, blue eyes, 9", ISO an
experienced top to show me mty'thmg (Call Thrw)
Box# 8427

Jenni, 6’1, 190, ISO teddy bear, 37-47, hairy, dark hair,
muscular and intimate. (Call Thru) Box# 3315
GWM, 5'7, blond, blue eyes, 38, goodlooking, well-
endowed, muscular, thin, ISO twop, HIV-, goodlooking
man to love. (Call Thru) Box# 8547

GM, John, 22, college student, ISO someone our-going
for good times. Box# 5093

GM, Mike, looking for people to party with, (Call Thru)

There is NO CHARGE to leave a voice greeting!

9303300/

1-800-420-LOVE ;s

Just call and follow the simple instructions! Your extension is 214
{Please prepare your greeting before you call. There is a limit of one call per person. You are NOT PERMITTED to leave
a LAST NAME or personal phone number in your greeting. If you want to receive calls at home, please use (Call Thru).)

Menu” on the 900 number. You can record a
greeting and enter your own personal telephone
number to receive calls at YOUR home. (Call
Thru) costs the person receiving the call absolutely
nothing. The person placing the call pays the
normal 900 charge. PLUS, vour number remains
ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL. Noonelearns
the number. Our computers dial it for the caller.

When calls arrive at your home, our computer
announces them before you talk with the caller and
you can accept them or refuse them. You can also
control the times that you receive calls.

So TRY IT! (Call Thru) is one of the least expen-
sive ways to use a 900 service. You do not pay for the
calls you receive and you control your privacy.
PLUS, we are offering an 800 number as a special
introductory offer to join at NO COST. So call the
800 number , record your greeting and then SAY
“yes” TO (Call Thru)!

Men Seeking Men

BM, 24, like sports, movies, quiet nights and driving
people crazy, ISO someone 19-24, black, white orhispanic,
for love, companionship and relationship. Box# 7484

Bi white teddy bear, 37, looking for male companionship.
1 aim to please. Box# 1104

Bob, supe nality, If you are lonely, call me. (Call
Thu) Box#t 7938

Walter, into leather, ISO other leather men. Box# 7107

Mike, 32, well-built, masculme, 1SO 2 WM around 6° 2.
vcryhmry for fun hot times. Box# 9287

Box# 1595

Dave, ISO someone for a good time. (Call Thru) Box#
2200
GM, Chip, 5’10, 160, athletic, 28, light brown hair, blue
eyes, ex-military man,business student, like weightlifting,
outdoors, ISO a muscular M, 22-35, (Call Thru) Box#
5135

John, ISO a fine, sexy Italian guy. (Call Thru) Box# 9138

Paul, professional, fun, ISO professional, well-groomed,

hairy, aggressive male. (Ca.ﬂ' Thru) Box# 3752

Bill, 5'5, 150, leave message or call thru, (Call Thru)
Box# 3027

JT, 28, law student, ISO my first bi-experience with
someone who is. (Call Thru) Box# 5899

GWM, 5'10, 170, good-looking, well-built, versatile, ISO
other hot guys for good times. You won’t be disappointed.
(Call Thru) Box# 3502

Duane, GWM, poet, likes theatre, movies, art, working
out, ISO intelligent men who live to enjoy life, Box# 4145
GM, student, trim, blond hair, bottom, nice body, ISO
hairy hot top who's into sex. Box# 5640

BiM, 26, 5’10, 190, athletic, bodybuilder, ISO other
bodybuilders, any race, discreetion assured, Box# 3474
Attractive, quiet GWM, 58, 5'8, brn hair/eyes, HIV-, NS,
like golf, country life, travel, dining, theatre, ISO a com-
patible GM with same interest for friendship. (Call Thru)
Box# 7686

M, 24,59, 165, long brown hair, blue eyes, mustache, I'm
easy-going, ISO similar dudes. Box# 3216

WM, 30s, ISO a Bi or GWM for goodumes, I'll be open
to your ideas. Box# 1977

Bill, 32, 5’8, 160, prof., not into glitter, self-absorb, bitchy
or stero-types, ISO someone whois truthful, warm, gentle,
in-touch, with a quiet strength for mutual honest friend-
ship, no sex right away calls please. (Call Thru) Box#
8684

Mike, good-looking, GWM, 35, 220, 6, HIV -, physically
fir, NS ISO M 25 and under, 1ung-u:rm Er:endsh;p, casual
sex. {Cm'l Thru) Box# 1817

GM, Gordon, ISO guys for hot fun. (Call Thru) Box#
8176

GM, Bob, 35, 6’1, 195, dark hair/eyes, masculine, work-
ing-out, ISO someone for some
male bonding. (Call Thru)
Box# 3440

GWM, 32, independent, finan-
cially secure, ISO someone fun
for relationship and hot times.
Box# 4506

GM, body-builder, 54-inch
chest, 36-inch waist, 210, 40's,

1SO someone younger, in good
shape like myself. (Call Thru)
Box# 4684

Tim, ISO dominant, masculine,
very mature M, if you have these
quuliﬁcu:iuns, please call me.
(Cuﬂ Thru) Box# 5304

GBM James, 34, 5'8, 160, ISO
any race, talk to me, lets

ie
get together, (Call Thru) Box#
8149

BiWM, 42, 57, 160, very oral,
bearded, mustache, very dis-
creet, ISO same. (Call Thru)
Box# 1875

African-American GM, 31,62,
Paul, call me on call thru. (Call Tkﬁt) Box# 6537 180, beauriful voice/eyes, top,
Carl, 29, GWM, 180, 5'0, ISO & sincere open minded  lighsexdrive, like bowling, fish
man, any race. (Call Thru) Box# 3779 :fvh"m""-‘"mlso o
GM, 21, blond hair, blue eyes, like bars, ISO @ male -, African-Amenican bottom,
companion. (Call Thru) Box# 4266 fCa{J Thru) Box# 5943

TV, 511, 140, 30, blond hair, ISO a big black man. Box#
1451

Jeff, 35, WM, 195, brown hair/eyes, good body/looks,
looking to have fun with other men. (Call Thru) Box#
4558

Michael, BM, 23, ISO guys my age for football, movies,
etc. Box# 6919

Kevin, masculine, ISO Gay or BiWM, 20-35 who is built
and masculine also. (Call Thru) Box# 3560

Randy, GWM, 32, 5'9, stocky, submissive,1SOa long hair
biker type to show me the ropes. (Call Thru) Box# 8713

Mark, 30, 5'8, 150, dark hair, my partner- 20, 5°6, 142,
light brown hair, ISO men under 40 for goodtime. (Call
Thru) Box# 4245

g:ancly. born in 69, like walks, tennis, volleyball, Box#
62

Curt, over-weight GWM, ISO nice, hairy, funloving top
men. (Call Thru) Box# 2875

WM, 6', 190, athletic, well-built, very submissive bottom,
ISO a large well-endowed top, you won't be sorry, (Call
Thru) Box# 7197

Jason, 24, 5’9, 165, well-built, ISO guy around the same
age. (Call Thru) Box# 6510

John, 6'1, 240, 1op, aggressive, ISO a passive, very femi-
nine male, any age/race. (Call Thru) Box# 1862
DAVE, if you want goodtimes and long fun, call me. (Call
Thru) Box# 9590

Don, BIWM, 33, 5'8, 165, brown hair, hazel eves, mus-
tache, ISO guy, 18-35 who likes conversation and making
love. (Call Thru) Box# 4501

Juston, BM, 25, I1SO other males 25 or younger. (Call
Thru) Box# 4147

Chip, like long walks, volleyball, ISO someone to build a
relationship. (Calli Thru) Box# 9352

Male, young, hot and ready 1o go. Box# 2545

Adam, 20, college student, ISO someone 18-25 for danc-

Listen & Respond
to Secret

Fantasies & Desires!
1-900-976-1155, ext 22

M g.aBOD Wilm DE 31.95/min

ing, clubs, etc. (Call Thru) Box# 8936

GBM, Maurice, 30, 5'9, 140,
ISO another masculine GBM,
25-35. Box# 9118

Michael, 5'7, GBM, top, look-
ing for a gwdnm. let's talk.
Box# 6117

GM, I.::.rin, 24, quiet, sincere,
like music, astrology, ISO a monogamous, fun male,21-
35. (Call Thru) Box# 2526

$3.99/min - mu
Mega%900 Wilm DE

1-900-344-6020

Bill, (}WM I1SO BM, well-endowed, your satisfaction is
my anl\r concern., No reciprocation necessary. (Call Thru)
Box# 3231

regret meeting me. (Call Thru) Box# 8470
Russell, ISO man for fun, hot sex. (Call Thru)Box# 4587

I'm what you've been looking for. Artie, African-Amen-
can, 5'8, 160, bearded, good-looking, healthy, clean, ISO
blue-collar, down to earth types, into giving oral services
to, no reciprocation necessary. (Call Thru) Box# 6631

Rab, ISO younger brother type for partying, hanging out,
I'm a fun-loving bottom willing to travel, {Call Thru)
Box# 5262

Scott, 21, 6'3, 165, light brn. hr., longer in the back, blue
eyes, [ISOSWM, 18-25; for friendship, poss. long-termrel.
To me life is too short. (Call Thru) Box# 3339

Kevin, 27, 5’9 1/2, 163, well-built, dark bm, hair, green
eyes, likes sports, gond times, ISO M with same interests.
(Call Thru) Box# 3501

Joe, 35, GWM, IS0 hot action, Guaranteed you will not
be disappointed. Box# 5666

Tom, 33, GWM, 5’6, versatile bottom, IS0 young, hung,
versatile tops, especially boyish guys. I have a need I want
you to fill. (Call Thru) Box# 5881

Jim, 28, WM, 6'2, I'm outgoing, very personable, like
music, movies, socializing, ISO BM, for one-on-one rela-
tionship, large gatherings possible also. Box# 3733

Paul, 27, botom, very lonely, masculine GWM. ISO
masculine GWM, 27-48, 6' +, mustache a plus, top, for
friends and a monogamous relationship. Box# 2867

WM 28, enjoys the company of black males. I have great
communicating oral skills. Remember, I won't be able to
talk with my mouth full. Box# 6656

Frank, GWM, ISO romantic fun guy, 18-25, o enjoy
dinners, movies, etc. (Call Thru) Box# 1142

Mike, 5'7, 135, muscular, well-built, ISO male 1o have fun
with. Box# 8815

GWM, 21, 6, 140, good-looking, 1SO GBM, 20-30 for
friendship and relationshp. Box# 2429

GM, ISO very discreet guy who has 10 inches or more and
loves to have a very good time. Box# 9501

Alex, 25, 5'11, 175, ISO
relationship. Box# 2885

Michael, 25, 6’3, 220, blond/blue, hairy, ISO another guy
to have some fun. (Call Thru) Box# 4526

Mike, 32, versatile, 5'6,
165, bm hr, grn eyes, ISO
compatible M’s to share
my house I just purchased,
(Call Thru) Box# 9644

Tyrone, GM, 23, call.
Box# 6310

Terry, 35, WM, brn hair/
eyes, thin build, ISO M
18-35, any race for good
times, movies, concerts,
clubs, fems okay. (Call
Thru) Box# 7583

DJ, 37, b;-»WM, very oral,
ISO afternoon or evening
encounters, Box# 8718

GWM, 22,65, 180, sandy

blonde, mustnche, thin

chest, ISO

guys 22 35, friends, poss.

ﬁs (Call Hm.l) Boxﬂ
2

Daddy Tony, top, GWM,
ISO GWM bottoms who
canservice. laim to please.
(Call Thru) Box# 2967

Bill, 32,55, 150,ISO slim,
smooth, GWM’s for good
times. (Call Thru) Box#
1713

Bob, I like to meet other males. Call, let’s see what we can
do together. (Call Thru) Box# 5303

GM, 26, 5’11, 165, brn. hairleyes, very good-looking,
clean shaven, work out, ISO guys around my age. (Call
Thru) Box# 1583

Todd, BM, ISO GBM or G\T’M, I'm very hanidsome and
ready to go. (Call Thru) Box# 1326

Dominick, 21, GWM, 5'9, blk. hr., hzl. eyes, Italian and
Hispanic. ISO GWM, 21-25, down-to-earth, financially
secure, for friendship, poss. rel., no phonies. (Call Thru)
Box# 5433

Adam, GWM, 32, 5'8, 100, shoulder length hair, beard,
ISO dominant big brother daddy type, black or white, 1o
take charge. (Call Thru) Box# 8556

Steve, 6°2,220, GBM, likes sports, long walks, quiet times,
getting wild sometimes, [SO DWM with similar interests,
sense of humor, financially and emotionally stable, for rel.
(Call Thru) Box# 2644

Retired man, 1SO GM who likes to cuddle, (Call Thru)
Box# 6531

GM, 23, extremely cute, like to have fun, 1SO a normal
guy. Box# 8604

Doug, GWM, smoker, a true metal head, Libra, 30, have
tatoos, long hair, tone body, smooth, 145, 6’2, touchie-
feelie type, wild sense of humor, ISO other guys 25-35,
dark haired, hairy body, sensuality is top priority. Box#
8205

James, artr., 8 inch cut, agressive, mustache, all American,
blonde and blue, early 30's, 5°8, 150, 40-inch chest, 30-

John, young, very hand-
some, runway model, likes
art, music, dancing, ski-
ing, ISO special man 1o
show me good times.
Box# 1719

GM, John, 21, long blk hr, love dining, dancing and
movies, call. Box# 2110

ext 23

Timmy, 5'10, 195, long blond hair, hairy chest, 1ISO WM,
25 and over. Box# 2742

GBM, Andre, 20, college student, ISO ?}WM. for danc-
ing, movies, etc. Box# 6542

Craig, 5'9, 150, smooth, in shape, well trained bortom,
ISO aggressive in shape top men for hot action. (Call
Thru) Box# 3503

M, 24, looking for a good time. (Call Thru) Box# 2104

GBM, Andre, 510, 155, drk hair/eyes, ISO GWM 20-30,
to enjoy life 1o it's fullist. (Call Thru) Box# 7751

GM, 21, 5’9, 140, gmn eyes, brn hair, party size, ISO builr,
masculine guys around same age. (Call Thru)Box# 2503
GWM, 35, 6’2, 180, brn hair/eyes, clean shaven, like legs
and feer. Box# 7199

GBM, Mike, 35, slim, attractive, SO GBM, bottom, 30-
50, attractive, slim-med. build, for discreet fun, Box#
3968

GWM, Jay, 25, 1SO another M,
Thru) Box# 9973

Hot Italian, Jack, 35, dark hair/eyes, 5'4, 170.(Call Thru)
Box# 8674

GM, Dave, &', dark hair, 32 inch waist, clean shaven, 1SO
partner for fun and good times. Box# 8397

Dave, 6', dark hair, 32 inch waist, clean shaven, ISO

honest, sincere partner for fun and pos. rel. (Call Thru)
Box# 5049

25-35, for fun. (Call

Peter, looking for a friend for hot times, someone who is
fir, likes to workout,bottom, hairy, loves to be licked. (Call
Thru) Box# 5782

Richard, 25, WM, I like dancing, sports, ISO someone
who's comfortable with themselves. (Call Thru) Box#
9370

GWM, 39, 5'7, 175, top, jock type, 1SO fun, affable,
younger guy for fun, etc. Madison. (Call Thru) Box#
27711

Matt, WM, 22, 6, 180, ISO buddy,
hung, 1op. (Call Thru) Box# 8933

WM, Shawn, 26, 6’1, 150, strawberry blonde, blue eyes,
cute, clean shaven, smooth. Box# 2400

Bill, HIV 4, bottom, 5°9, 220, butch bear, SO a tough man
who's interested in falling in love. (Call Thru)Box# 8774

John, 5'9, red hair, blue eyes, good shape, bottom, college
jock, 1SO well-buwlt, top, 30+, well-hung. Box# 6513

Jim, 29, ISO BM, 18-35, (Call Thri) Box# 9922

25-40, very hairy,

Randy, 30, brn. hair, blue eyes, 5'9%, 140, 28-inch waist,
ISO guy my age or younger. Box# 1474
Jason, 21, photographer, 5’9", 135, blonde hair, green

eyes, ISO muscular, dominate, macho guys around my
age. (Call Thru) Boxi# 8130

Sebastian, 18, have body piercing, ISO dominate, hand-
some, intellecrual male, 18-21, respectable, having body
piercings and tatcos in exotc places is a big plus. (Call
Thru) Box# 1705

Steve, 44, bottom ISO tops. Box# 7381

Two long-haired young dudes ISO other long-haired
young dudes. We're into alternative/rock music, the out-
doors, and camping. Box# 3224

GWM, Kurt, 36, bottom, ISO super-hairy top, who is fun-
loving and adventurous. (Call Thru) Box# 7370

GWM, Garrett, 27, IS0 young, GWM. (Call Thru)
Box# 3295

Chip, 41, 6', 220, blonde hair, brown eyes, clean-shaven,
versatile, football player build, likes mild to wild things.
(Call Thru) Box# 1186

Hot, young, Army dude, 25, college jock, ISO guys my age
or younger, who are jocks, military, students. Call if you
can handle it. (Call Thru) Box# 6970

Jim, hot, bol:mm, 32, 5'9", 150, short beard, dark hair,
good-looking, trim, hairy, open-minded, Wl]lmg 1o get
mto anything that makes you feel good. Box# 2957

GWM Cory, 18, romantic, looking for fun, (Call Thru)
Box# 2313

Sha\m, 27, GWM, 5'0, 160, very muscular, 43" chest, 31"
waist, artractive, short dark hair, clean shaven, ISO WM
28 or younger, (Call Thru) Box# 5435

David, nice, very hairy, 5'9, I am looking for a honest,
lzr\;ygg, respectable relationship with the right man. Box#

Michael, 32, GWM, ISO guy for relationship, no games,
(Call Thru) Box# 8812

Joe, GWM, 41, 6'1, 185, nice body, well-hung, like 69, hot
oral sex. Box# 8561

Mark, short, stocky, Hispanic bottom boy, ISO hot mid-
western top boy. (Call Thru) Box# 2146

Joe, BM, 29, IS0 other BM, I like the outdoors and | am
down to earth. (Call Thru) Box# 4522

Kevin, 24, bottom, still in the ¢loset. Box# 5610
Joe, GWM, 41, 6’1, 185, nice body, well-hung. (Call

Lee, extremely fun and exactly what you want. Box#
1752

Brad, 1SO top M. (Call Thrw) Box# 9818

Gene, 5'11, 210, chubby teddy bear, smooth legs, love
lace, 1SO marure top man, 50 or over, for long-term
relationship. Box# 7877

G_WM. 41, (look younger), 150 guy, 19-30 for good hot
times, (Call Thru) Box# 8955

Michael, GWM, ISO another GM. Box# 6562

Michael, GM, HIV -, like to be very oral, I love sucking
dick. (Call Thru) Box# 5600

Scortt, 30, 6, 200, brn hr, hzl eyes, mustache, ISO guys 25-
30's. Box# 2556

Juck, 36, ISO M, same age, open-minded, friendship,
poss. rel. (Call Thru) Box# 3143

Shawn, 19, BM, fun-loving, ISO dominant, masculine,
muscular, intimate tops. (Call Thru) Box# 7280

Peter, 1SO bottoms for good times, I'm very sexy and
sensual (Call Thru) Box# 2347

Mike, 28, 5°11, 200, handsome, ISO handsome man for
fun. Box# 4679

Spanish guy, 148, ISO males 20 +. Box# 6226

inch waist, ISO no-nonsense men, singles, couples or
ups, who are intense and want safe and sane liaisons.
(Call Thru) Box# 9451

Peter, athletic, 6'1, 165, brm. hr., glasses, fir, five-day
growth, ISO friends to hang our, go to movies, play tennis,
dining, laughing, and walks. {(Call Thru) Box# 3811

Carribean GBM, 20, 150 GM 18-24 for friendship, poss.
rel., serious only. Box# 1627

Bob, 47, WM, ISO BM, well-cndowed for fun. Box#
8710

Saral, 34, 5'10, somewhat stocky build, beard, mustache,
like classical theater, cooking, travel, walks, ISO GM for
friendship and love. (Call Thru) Box# 5751

Thomas, 58, 150, ISO BM, to enjoy music, late nights.
(Call Thru) Box# 5575

Billy, good-looking, WM, 30, 6'2, 195, good shape, ISO
GM for friendship, possibly more. (Call Thru) Box#
2539

Bi-WM, 30, ISO straight-acting bi-WM or straight WM,
no gays, fats or fems. Box# 4265

SWM, really hot, ISO slim, straight, bi or GM, 19-26, for
fun and more. Box# 2533

Pete, bi-WM, 40's, 5°11, 210, smooth, chubby bortom,
1S0 mature male, 50+, for long-term relationship, Box#
3610

Terry, ISO a guy for fun, getting to know each other and
exploring. Box# 8634

Todd, 30, honest, sincereand open, ISO a straight-acting
guy who is mascuimc, honest, sincere, open also, hk,cs 10
party, enjoys movies, heavy metal to dance music, for
dating, poss. serious rel,, no game players or sex-only
callers. Box# 7205

1 -900 344-6020 ext 23

red, must be 18 S3 99!"""

Willy, you can call me Bill, 25, ISO another guy 19-28, any
race for hot fun. (Call Thru) Box# 9549

Chns, bi-BM, very straight-looking/acting, enjoys sk.uns,
movies, :ravel ISO someone with similar interests who is
straight-acting and looking as well. Box# 1778

GWM, bortom, 53, 250, masculine, clean, discreet, ISO
top guy, beard and mustache a plus, atr., 35-50, any race,
no bums/fems/alcoholics. Bi's welcome also. (Call Thru)
Box# 6450

Dave, very attr., 30, prof., 6’4, 190, brn. hr., blue eyes,
affectionate, down to earth, enjoys photography, sci-fi,
theatre, music, dancing, dining, outdoors.I'm intelligent,
non-feminine, not into drugs or games, ISO similar guys.
{Call Thru) Box# 4928

Devoch, I believe in taking live easy and having good
times. Box# 9994

Steve, looking for good times. Believe me, you will not

Jeff, 19, blonde hair, gn:m eyes, ISO guy to hang out with.
(Call Thru) Boxi# 816

Charles, ISO good stable relationship and friendship, any
race, age, and color. What's on the inside is important 1o
me, (i H Thru) Box# 3443

GBM, light complexion, 5’8 1/2, 155, 30, boy next door
ype, ISO GM’s. My name is Quinton, you can call me Q.
(Call Thru) Box# 1762

Danny, 32, 5'10, 155, long blonde hair, green eyes, clean
shave, mother says I'm too cute to be gay, enjoys sports,
biking, ISO another male. Box# 4532

Todd, 25, &', 180, ready to have good times. Mark and his
partner, Please call me. Box# 6649

Billy, new to area, good-looking WMISO fun guys to have
good times. (Call Thru) Box# 6757




COLORADO
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to the Supreme Court's decision.

Others agreed on the cruciality of the case.

Colorado Attorney General Gale Norton said
the court's upcoming review of Colorado's
anti-Gay amendment could be the most signifi-
cant civil rights case of the 1990s.

She said it will mark the first time the court
will test the issue of laws protecting Gays
from discrimination. “This has the potential
of being a very significant case.'’'

“In a sense, it will be a litmus test for
whether the U.S. Supreme Court will be more
focused on civil rights in this country,"' said
Mary Celeste of the Colorado Legal Initiatives
Project, one of the groups that challenged
Amendment 2.

“The court considered over 500 cases today
and accepted only the Amendment 2 case for
review,'' an indication of the issue's impor-
tance, Norton said.

“It's clear this is an important issue they'll
need to deal with,'' Norton said. “This is a

very clear case that will allow them to address
political participation issues."'

She said both sides have 45 days to file
briefs and oral arguments are expected in Oc-
tober. She expected Colorado Solicitor Gen-
eral Tim Tymkovich to argue the case for the
state. The court will issue a final decision ei-
ther late this year or early 1996, Norton pre-
dicted.

The Colorado case does not address the issue
of sexual conduct. But the court’s ruling could
provide insight, scholars say, on a 1986 high
court ruling in a Georgia case that let states
outlaw consensual homosexual conduct.

Jean Dubofsky, the lead lawyer representing
opponents of Amendment 2 before the Colo-
rado Supreme Court, said the high court's de-
cision positions the issue of civil rights for
Gay people for a final resolution.

CLASSIFIEDS

Business Opportunity

PRIDE! CARD PACK
WE OFFER GUARANTEED RESPONSES!
We'll print & mail your 2-color card to 100,000
mail-responsive Gay households for less than 3
cents each! (201) 991-7800. e

Get your own 900# Dateline Service

Free
(414) 259-1344 Leave message

Conference

Palm Reader Conference
April 1, 1995, 9:00 a.m. 1o 2:00 p.m., Midway
Hotel, 251 Mayfair Rd., Milwaukee, WI. REGIS-
TER TODAY! LIMITED SEATING. ADMIS-
SION IS FREE! Call or write to register: Palm
Reader Conference, P.O. Box 24715, Milwaukee,
WI 53224; (414) 358-8172.

Dates

MEET SOMEONE NOW!
Local LGB singles waiting. Traveling? Meet special
friends by area code. 1-900-443-0024, Ext. 83,
$2.95/min, 18+ T-tone reqd. £

Employment

“It's been an issue across the country,'’ she
said. “This may well decide a lot of those
cases."’

Voters in Oregon and Idaho defeated anti-
Gay amendments last November.

Eight states provide varying protections for
Gay people. These are: Wisconsin, California,
Connecticut, Hawai'i, Massachusetts, Minne-
sota, New Jersey, and Vermont.

Dubofsky believes that since the Supreme
Court is more moderate than it has been in re-
cent years, the Colorado Supreme Court ruling
against Amendment 2 might be regarded more
favorably than in the past. “There are a lot of
votes in the center, and I feel they will keep an
open mind,"" Dubofsky said.

She predicted her side would prevail because
“this type of discrimination is so contrary to
what our country has always been about."

Other Amendment 2 opponents were uneasy
about the Supreme Court's decision to take the
case.

“It always makes me nervous when the Su-
preme Court takes cases like this,"' said Kevin
Cathcart of the Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, which represents Colorado
cities and residents who challenged the
amendment.

“The question is whether the voters
should have the right to deny constitutional
rights and access to the political process to a
minority group,'' Cathcart said, adding
strongly that “The rights of any minority
should not be swept away by popular vote.”

John Miller, another plaintiff, said he be-
lieves the amendment will be struck down 5-4.

“There are certainly conservative members
of the court who will not vote in favor of it.
But I also see a middle ground developing
among the civil libertarians and that middle
ground will give us a fair hearing,” said
Miller, a language professor at the University
of Colorado at Colorado Springs, CFV’s home
base.

Priscilla Inkpen, also a plaintiff, said she
fears that a Supreme Court review of Amend-
ment 2 will jeopardize the plaintiffs’ jobs and
physical safety. But she also believes that the
court “was going to consider a Gay rights case
at some point.”

In Oregon

The head of the Oregon Citizens Alliance
(OCA), a Far Right group, is pleased that the
Supreme Court has agreed to decide the Colo-
rado case.

OCA executive director, Lon Mabon, said
his group may file a friend-of-the-court brief
on the side of CFV.

sing\Share

GF + daughters + cats =fun! Rmate needed. Big
room, on Jen. St., Madison. $260+ 4/1 or later.
Call Barb at (608) 251-5704. £
#

Organizations
#

Two or three people to help with distributing
Wisconsin Light in Milwaukee and suburbs. Must
have vehicle. Reliability a must. Would involve one
day every two weeks. Call (414) 372-2773.

BEARS! We're a huntin’ for Bear men in N.W.
WI and N.E. MN. Send SASE: Backwoods Bears,
Box 264, Superior, W1 54880 d,f

One person needed to distribute Wisconsin Light in
Madison area.Must have own vehicle. Rehability a
must. Would involve one day every two weeks. Call
(414) 372-2773.

#
Free ‘05 Caralog! Hide ‘N Chic featres exceptional
values in pride jewelry creations from Spectrum
Artwear and fun leather goodies from Leather-
Smith. Confidentially mailed. (800) 724-6765.
H&C, Box 218, Daly City, CA 94106.

CLASSIFIEDS

Yolunteers & Ideas Needed Hurricane
Productions Womyn’s Music & Culture, P.O.
Box 71268, Milwaukee, WI 53211.

GALANO CLUB. A social club serving the
recovering Gay and Lesbian community.
Regularly scheduled AA, NA, Al-Anon, ACOA
and other 12-step meetings. Open nightly. 2408
N. Farwell Avenue, (414) 276- 6936. X

Services Offered

Unchurched? Victim of prejudice? Bona fide
minister will marry you. Send letter to: L. Hope,
sec'y, Ste. 131, 5301 S. 108, Hales Corners, WI
53130. It's terrible not to be able o marry your
beloved.
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“I think it's great news,” Mabon said.
“They simply could have let the decision stand
if they were so inclined.”

The OCA is hoping to place yet another anti-
Gay amendment on the Oregon ballot in No-
vember, 1996.

Katherine McDowell, an attorney for the
Oregon American Civil Liberties Union, said
she’s hopeful that the court will uphold the
Colorado court rulings.

“That will be a big victory for our side be-
cause it will be a national message that these
initiatives do discriminate against Gay and
Lesbian people,” she said.

In Idaho

Instead of getting into a full-scale lawsuit in
Idaho over legal questions on the failed anti-
Gay measure, joining the Colorado case with
similar issues appears to be the easiest way to
resolve the questions, Idaho Attorney General
Alan Lance said.

Lance, who opposed Idaho’s anti-Gay Initia-
tive One, said his opposition to such measures
“remains unchanged.” However, he said that
Colorado has already spent over $2 million
litigating the case and is not done yet.

“By joining Colorado’s effort before the Su-
preme Court,” Lance said, “we are being al-
lowed to assert the same position that we

If you only date hunky models, we
may not be your best bet. We
don’t do fantasy. We do offer
hundreds of talking
of IIMM
uys o1 all ages, races,
physical types and
preferences. If you're
realistic about
megting men,

then give
psacll

WISCONSIN
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1-900-454-3325 $1.35/min

Must be 18; Touch-tone Required; PEI, P.0. Box 19149, Wash., DC 20036

might take in defending a successful ballot
measure similar in scope to Initiative One.”

Idaho's Initiative One failed by 3,073 votes.
Lance said he expects the Right Wing to try
again.

So far, Idaho has had little expense in the
Colorado case. Lance said his office spent 32
cents sending his letter and a signature page to
the Colorado solicitor general.

“For this investment of 32 cents, the consti-
tutionality of these cases will be decided once
and for all,” he said.
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How HIV Is
Transmitted

Can you contract HIV in your swimming
17

Not unless you choose to have sex there.

According to the Milwaukee AIDS Project
(MAP), HIV must live inside the body. It is
easily killed by air, heat or with cleaners
like bleach.

There is no possibility whatever that
anyone could have contracted HIV in the
swimming pool after Greg Louganis hit
his head.

Neither can you contract HIV from: giving
blood, shaking hands, kissing, sneezes and
coughs, drinking fountains (bubblers), coffee
tables, toilet seats, showers or hot tubs,
sharing food, glasses or dishes, or mosqui-
toes or other bugs.

There are three basic ways HIV is
transmitted:

Unprotected sex,
through birth.

sharing needles and

LOUGANIS
Continued from Page 1

and platform diving at the Olympics in 1984
and 1988. He is the only diver to score con-
secutive perfect 10s in an international com-
petition.

And it was the way he did it—with powerful
style and grace—that helped capture fans.
Mark Lenzi, a former teammate with a gold
medal of his own, said he started diving after
watching Louganis.

“He was my hero and still is,” Lenzi said.

Louganis told Walters he received word that
a former companion was dying of AIDS six
months before the Seoul Games. He said he
was tested and learned he was HIV positive.

“Dealing with HIV was really difficult for
me because I felt like, *‘God, the U.S. Olympic
Committee needs to know this ... U.S. Diving
needs to know it," because what if I get sick at
the Olympic Games and am unable to com-
pete?'’ he said.

But Louganis said he never told the usoc

because “I was encouraged not to."'

“By whom?'* Walters asked.

“By this small team of people ...
coach."’

Medical experts agree that the danger to
other divers was “infinitesimal to non-
existent.” Chlorine in the pool, the fact that
the virus would have been diluted in thousands
of gallons of water, and the need for an open
cut or wound to allow the virus to enter an-
other diver's body would have made the
chance for transmission “infinitesimal,"' Dr.
Mark Katz, regional HIV-AIDS physician co-
ordinator for Kaiser Permanente of Southern
California, said Wednesday.

Louganis had come out as a Gay man at
Gay Games IV in New York last year. He told
Walters that he had known he was “different™
from earliest age and had never really made a
secret of his orientation.

When he began Olympic diving, his coaches
and teammates all knew he is Gay. It was very
difficult he said, to find someone who was
willing to room with him at the games.

Since retiring from diving, he has pursued
an acting career and appeared in an off-
Broadway play.

Louganis reveals his HIV infection in his
forthcoming Random House book, Breaking
the Surface.

He has begun a 13-city tour, starting in
New York City to publicize the book, which
deals with AIDS, as well as Louganis' sexual
orientation, dyslexia, racism he suffered be-
cause of his Samoan heritage, his teen-age de-
pression and three suicide attempis.

USOC president LeRoy Walker said the or-
ganization “is saddened by the news that Greg
Louganis is battling this deadly illness. And
our prayers are with him in his fight. At the
same time, we are again reminded about the
need for precautions by doctors and trainers
who treat injuries where blood is involved."'
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Since 1989, the USOC has adopted strict
guidelines that, among other rules, require
doctors, trainers and chiropractors to use latex
gloves.

CHRIS FONS
Continued from Page 8

After the memorial, a reception was held at
the Cafe Melange.

Fons, the youngest of eight children. often
attributed his strong commitment to activism
to the work of his mother, Patricia, who has
devoted most of her life to working for social
justice causes. His parents divorced when he
was 4 years old. As a teenager, his mother
took him to many antiwar rallies.

In 1987, at the age of 19, Fons came out
publicly as a Gay teen in an article in The
Milwaukee Journal. He learned he was HIV-
positive a month after the article appeared.
His baitle with AIDS metamorphised from a
personal one to a very public one two years
later. “1 had no hesitation coming out as Gay,
but it took me two years to come out about
being positive. It definitely was harder be-
cause, as far as I can tell, it’s the biggest
stigma of the century.” Hard as it may have
been, he quickly became an outspoken activist
in the fight against AIDS.

In 1989 Fons, along with Ric Oquita and
Dan Trezbiatowski, recognized the need for
an aggressive approach to the increasing epi-
demic in Milwaukee. Together they co-
founded ACT UP Milwaukee. As the other
co-founders left the group early on, Fons
quickly became the driving force within the
group and used his strong leadership and cha-
risma to expand group membership.

During the group’s first action, Fons led a
protest against Lorraine Day while she was
speaking at a Christian fundamentalist spon-
sored rally. Day was widely known for ad-
vancing the inaccurate belief that the AIDS vi-
rus could be transmitted through the air.

The following year the group turned it's at-
tention to the practice of area dentists refusing
to treat people with AIDS. ACT UP contacted
172 of Milwaukee's estimated 1,000 dentists
and asked the question, “Do you treat people
with HIV infection?” Wisconsin had recently
made it illegal for dentists to refuse treatment
solely based on HIV status. Despite this, ACT
UP found that one-third of the dentists con-
tacted refused to make an appointment. After
weekly pickets at dental offices across Mil-
waukee and a meeting with the Wisconsin
Dental Association (WDA), the WDA issued
a special statement reaffirming the rights of
patients to treatment and vowed to ensure that
all its dentists comply with the law.

In the fall of the 1990, spurred on by the
fact that he had contracted AIDS while he was
a teenager, Fons initiated ACT UP Milwau-
kee's practice of distributing condoms and
safer sex literature at area high school home-
comings and proms. The first site for distri-
bution was Fons’ alma mater, Marquette Uni-
versity High School. School staff panicked
and had four ACT UP members, including
Fons, arrested for trespassing despite the fact
that the group was on a public sidewalk. The
school later dropped the charges. Fons said of
the incident, “They actually were shielding
kids from us. They don’t want us to hand their
kids condoms, but how would they like it if
someone handed them the AIDS virus?” Not
to be dissuaded, Fons and the group returned
to the high school the following Monday with
picket signs and the press in tow.

In February 1991, the success of ACT UP’s
“in your face” brand of activism spawned the
formation of a Queer Nation (QN) chapter in
Milwaukee. Fons took part in QN's Queer
shopping sprees during which groups of gays
and lesbians were openly affectionate in area
shopping malls, and was arrested during a
protest demanding marriage rights for Gays
and Lesbians.

Fons was a major organizer of the Septem-
ber 1991 national demonstration in Madison
concerning the treatment of prisoners with
AIDS and specifically the death of inmate
Donald Woods at the hands of prison guards.
The action garnished large amounts of media
attention and brought the issue of prisoners
with AIDS to the forefront of state policy de-

bates.

Fons received an AIDS diagnosis in January
of 1992 when he had his first bout with pneu-
mocystis carinii pneumonia. His deteriorating
health forced him to stop working as a book-
seller. After a diagnosis with cytomegalovirus
in May of that year, doctors told him he had
twelve to fourteen months to live.

Instead of accepting the prognosis, Fons in-
stead devoted his new free time to fight even
harder. He took on the time consuming tasks
of maintaining and coordinating the national
ACT UP Network mailings and planning na-
tional conference calls and meetings for the
People with Immune System Disorders (PISD)
caucuses of ACT UP chapters. When anti-
choice groups from across the country de-
scended on Milwaukee's abortion clinics in
June of 1992, Fons was on the clinic defense
lings daily, organizing other volunteers.

In August of 1992 he traveled to Houston to
participate in ACT UP protests at the Repub-

lican National Convention. While there, he
facilitated the national ACT UP Network
meeting that occurred.

A week later, while visiting Chicago, he
began his relationship with Keegstra, who was
involved with ACT UP Chicago. Three
months later, Keegstra left Chicago and
moved to Milwaukee to live with Fons.

In the years that followed, the two combined
love and politics into an extraordinary part-
nership. When Fons, stricken himself with
Cryptosporidiosis, organized the actions
against the Mayor and Health Department
demanding the take responsibility for the
safety of Milwaukee’s water supply, it was
Keegstra who did the footwork. When Keeg-
stra conceived of and planned the Target City
Hall demonstration to demand increased mu-
nicipal funding for AIDS as well as an AIDS
Strategic Plan, it was Fons who provided him
with background information, history, and
contacts. Target City Hall, which occurred in
September of 1993, resulted in the first in-
crease in AIDS funding in the City of Mil-
waukee in years as well as the formation of a
commilttee to start creating an AIDS Strategic
Plan.

Fons started T.P.N. (intravenous nutrition)
in December of 1993 after being forced to
stop eating due to Cryptosporidiosis but even
this didn’t slow Fons done. April of 1994 was
the one year anniversary of the Cryptosporidi-
osis outbreak and Fons led ACT UP into city
hall, demanding reparations and that the city
take responsibility for the over 100 deaths that
had occurred.

Near the end of April, Fons started having
weakness in his legs. Two weeks later, he was
completely paralyzed, the cytomegalovirus in-
fection he had been battling since May of
1992 had gone systemic, inflaming all of his
nerves. Keegstra took a leave of absence from
work to stay home and care for Fons.

Even completely paralyzed, Fons continued

‘10 be a leader in ACT UP, providing ideas

and suggestions from his long activism his-
ory.

When area doctors were unable to diagnose
Fons’ condition, Fons and Keegstra contacted
organizations and doctors across the country
and came up with a treatment that soon began
o work,

By October, Fons had recovered enough
that the two were able to travel again, spend-
ing a weekend in a bed and breakfast. In De-
cember the two spent a long weekend in Chi-
cago, visiting friends, sightseeing, and seeing
plays. By January, Fons had recovered nearly
all of his mobility.

At the end of January, Fons began to again
experience weakness and fatigue. The two had
to cancel their planned trip to St. Croix and,
on the morning of Wednesday, February 8,
Fons was rushed to the hospital complaining
of sharp pain.

After a number of tests, it was determined
that his liver was failing. After two proce-
dures that seemed to clear up some blockage
and provide relief, Fons chose to leave the
hospital, return home, and enter into a hospice
program.

His last days were spent in his home having
long talks with Keegstra, watching movies and
favorite television shows, and being visited by
friends and family.

“I will never forget the love we had for
each other; the wonderful times we shared,
both personal and political; and his zest for
living,” states Keegstra. “It is vitally impor-
tant that his work be continued.

As Fons himself once said, “One person
cannot end the madness, but if we all do what
we can, we can stop the cycle of greed, inac-
tion and indifference that has made AIDS the
pandemic that it is.”

Other suryivors include his father Jerome of
Greenfield, WI; brothers Michael of Ann Ar-
bor, MI, and Jerome of Minneapolis, MN;
sister Roberta of Kenosha, WI; a stepbrother,
Scott Rowley of Palm Bay, FL; a stepsister,
Demse Franke of Mayville, WI; and many
e e e il
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nieces, nephews and friends.

Donations may be made to ACT UP Mil-
waukee, P,O. Box 1707, Milwaukee, WI
53201-1707.
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Christopher Fons
and his partner, Yuri Keegstra.

EDITORIAL

Two Fallen Heroes

By Terry Boughner
At the time when they are needed the most, two of the state’s warriors in the battle against
AIDS have died, each fighting to the end, each in his own way, the disease which ultimately
claimed their lives.

Christopher Fons was a founder of ACT UP
Milwaukee, a man of gentle voice. Yet he
was the son of thunder whose wry kind of
smile and often sharp with made his intense
eyes flash like lightening before a mountain
storm. Though he probably would deny the
title of leader, he did lead ACT UP through
a flurry of actions that scattered prejudice
and ignorance like dry leaves in the wind.
He would tell the truth about AIDS and
even though many “proper and establish-
ment types” didn’t want to hear it, he would
say it anyway in the hope that inspite of
themselves, he could save the lives of they
and their children.
Arnie Malmon was also a member of ACT
UP and, like Christopher, an activist, but
their styles were quite different. Arnie was
the educator, refusing to let ignorance and
stupidity get the upper hand.
It is because of Christopher Fons and Arnie
Malmon and the work that they and those
like them do, that this paper has in the past
and does now, enthusiastically and com-
CHRIS FONS AND ARNIE MALMON ple‘ely endorses ACT UP.

It is because of Christopher Fons and Arnie Malmon and the work that they and those like
3:?’? cLJ}JP that this paper has in the past and does now, enthusiastically and completely endorses

It is because of ACT UP and people like Christopher and Arnie that those like Mark Belling
and Vic Eliason won’t get away with spreading misinformation about AIDS.

It is because of ACT UP and people like Christopher and Arnie that young people can have
access to the information that will save their lives.

SOH}I‘E people say they’re uncomfortabe with ACT UP’s tactics. ACT UP saves lives. We sup-
port that.

This paper is deeply sorrowed by the loss of Christopher and Arnie. We offer our most sin-
cere condolences to their families and all those who loved and honored them and their work.

But, if there is any comfort to be gained, it is this. ACT UP, here in Milwaukee and every-
where else, will be carrying on their work. Lives will be saved. That, we think, is the most fit-
ting memorial to these two wonderfully courageous young men.

Dan Schram

at Milwaukee’s audito-
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Chris Fons is shown passing out leaflets at an anti-Gay themed religious rally held
riums.

On Tuesday, February 21, 1995, Christo-
pher Fons, co-founder of the Milwaukee
chapter of the AIDS Coalition To Unleash
Power (ACT UP), died after a long and spir-
ited battle with AIDS. He died peacefully at
home with his partner, Yuri Keegstra, and
long-time friend, Eric Berna, at his side. He
was 27.

Fons’ death was immediately recognized as
an enormous loss to AIDS activism in Mil-
waukee. “I think Christopher waS the con-
science of the AIDS community,” said Doug
Nelson, Executive Director of the Milwaukee
AIDS Project (MAP). “Christopher created
and defined AIDS activism in Milwaukee and
made it work. He inspired hundreds of people
to join the ranks of AIDS activism and his
leadership made a real difference.”

In addition to his work with ACT UP, Fons
had also actively advocated for equal rights
for Gays and Lesbians, as well as the right of
women to obtain an abortion on demand. He
served on a number of coalitions aimed at
building stronger grassroots activism in Mil-
waukee, and in September of 1994, he re-
ceived the Community Activist Award from
Progressive Milwaukee.

Fons’' brother, Dan, who worked alongside
Christogher in his fight against AIDS, de-
scribes his younger brother as a great inspira-
tion. “When Christopher was in the room, I
felt ten times stronger,” said Dan Fons,
“stronger in my ability and in my determina-
tion to fight injustice. Christopher was not a
part-time activist. He lived true to his convic-
tions every minute of the day, whether that
meant passing out condoms to high school
students in front of irate parents or the simple
and profound act of holding hands with his
boyfriend at a bus stop.”

A visitation and memorial service were held
for at the Pabst Theater on Sunday February
26th with nearly 600 people in attendance.
Fons had worked as an usher at the theater for
many years and had requested that his memo-
rial service be held there.

At the visitation, attendees were able to

view a video compilation of Fons in action
over the past five years. Copies of newspaper
and magazine articles about Fons' work were
displayed, reminding everyone of how often
he brought the subject of AIDS into the public
spotlight. A table of memorabilia revealed
Fons love of Jeopardy, crossword puzzles
and stuffed animals. Condoms and safer sex
literature were also available.

The memorial service was a mixture of re-
membrances and calls to carry on Fons’ work.
Yuri Keegstra, Fons' partner and caregiver
for the past three years, gave an emotional
plea for action. “We killed Christopher,”
Keegstra stated. “Every person in this room
contributed to his death as surely as if we had
pulled a trigger, myself included. We have all
gathered to mourn his death, but ask yourself
this question: What did I do to help save
Christopher’s life? You all loved him...many
of you contacted him at various times to ask
what you could do to help. Wasn't it obvious?
Christopher needed his life saved!”

Keegstra went on to ask those present [0 use
their money, power and influence, including
that of family and friends, to work for a cure
for AIDS. “Please don’t let Christopher’s
death be in vain,” he said. “Silence does
equal death and action equals change.”

Kari DiFonzo, a friend and employee at the
Milwaukee AIDS Project where Fons volun-
teered on the AIDSLine and on the high
school speaker’s bureau, noted Fons® ability
to captivate teens’ attention with his honest
and non-judgmental answers to their ques-
tions. “What I remember most,” she said, “is
that he treated them with total respect, and
that made all the difference.”

Fons’ sister, Mary, said of him, “He was a
person who could say, ‘I can do something
about that’ and he did.” Later in the memo-
rial, Mary Fons sang a Holly Near song about
carrying on another’s good work which had
been adapted to include verses about her
brother’s struggle.,

TURN TO CHRIS FONS, PAGE 16

Arnie Malmon’s Legacy Remembered as
AIDS Activist and Educator

Arnie Malmon, an AIDS activist and leader
in the LesBiGay community died of complica-
tions due to AIDS on Wednesday, February
22. 1994 at Sinai Samaritan Medical Center in
Milwaukee after a four year battle with the
disease. He was 51.

He was a founder of the Cream City Foun-
dation (CCF) and served on its Board of Di-
rectors for six years. In his service to CCF, he
initiated the Major Donor Campaign which
gave an opportunity for wealthier members of
the community to contribute to the Founda-
tion's work.

He served as chair of CCF's Grants Com-
mittee and established the John Cowles Schol-
arship Fund.

Tony Rhodes, CCF’s current President of
the Board, praised Arnie for the leadership
that he provided CCF and extolled him for his
hard work and dedication.

“He gave of himself unstintingly,” Rhodes
said. “He was a wonderful person, a generous
and giving man.”

A native and life-long resident of Milwau-
kee. Arnie worked in advertising and market-
ing, then in development and fundraising for a
number of non-profit groups.

From 1975 to 1982, he directed the Milwau-
kee Blood Pressure Program, a public educa-
tion effort affiliated with the Medical College
of Wisconsin.

He was a member of ACT UP, concentrat-
ing his activism on education.

Susan Guerrero, Executive Secretary (o
Doug Nelson, Executive Director of the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin told the story of
Arnie’s speaking on HIV and AIDS at a Mil-
waukee junior high school where her son was
a student.

The previous speakers had not been able to
hold the kids" attention, but when Arnie spoke,
things changed. There was such intensity 1o
him, the boy told his mother. “You really
wanted to sit there and listen to him.”

Arnie did volunteer work with the Milwau-
kee AIDS Project, where he was very active in
program development, public education efforts
and seeking grants on behalf of the agency,
said Cheryl Vaughn, MAP’s Director of Life-
Care Services. He also served on the internal
review board of clinical drug trials.

In his “spare time,” he wrote a regular col-
umn for In Step Magazine entitled “Positively
HIV.” from which countless numbers received
hope and inspiration.

“Arnie emerged as the most effective AIDS
educator in Milwaukee,” said Doug Nelson.
“His writing and his speaking generated en-
lightenment about AIDS that has made this
community far more compassionate in its re-

Jerry Johnson

ARNIE MALMON

sponse to this worsening epidemic.”

In one of the last times that he spoke in pub-
lic, Arnie addressed the guests attending the
Grand Opening of MAP's Survival/Revival re-
sale store. It was near to Christmas and he
talked about hope and the courage that it took
10 go on.

With a wry smile, he said he'd like to have a
new car. but didn't think he'd be around to
finish the payments, so the old one would have
to make do. But it was reliable, a good car
still, he said, and it would get him to where he
wanted to go.

According to his sister. Sunsh Stein, there
will be a party in three or four weeks as Arnie
wished.

Other survivors include his parents, Lee and
Morrie Malmon of Ormond Beach, Florida
and a brother, Shelly of Fox Point.

Donations in Arnie's memory may be made
to his beloved Cream City Foundation, P.O.
Box 204, Milwaukee, WI 53201.
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Christopher Fons, AIDS Activist,
Mourned by Hundreds in Milwaukee

SISTERNEWS AND VIEWS

On Tuesday, February 21, 1995, Christo-
pher Fons, co-founder of the Milwaukee
chapter of the AIDS Coalition To Unleash
Power (ACT UP), died after a long and spir-
ited battle with AIDS. He died peacefully at
home with his partner, Yuri Keegstra, and
long-time friend, Eric Berna, at his side. He
was 27.

Fons' death was immediately recognized as
an enormous loss to AIDS activism in Mil-
waukee. “I think Christopher was the con-
science of the AIDS community,” said Doug
Nelson, Executive Director of the Milwaukee
AIDS Project (MAP). “Christopher created
and defined AIDS activism in Milwaukee and
made it work. He inspired hundreds of people
to join the ranks of AIDS activism and his
leadership made a real difference.”

In addition to his work with ACT UP, Fons
had also actively advocated for equal rights
for Gays and Lesbians, as well as the right of
women to obtain an abortion on demand. He
served on a number of coalitions aimed at
building stronger grassroots activism in Mil-
waukee, and in September of 1994, he re-
ceived the Community Activist Award from
Progressive Milwaukee.

Fons' brother, Dan, who worked alongside
Christopher in his fight against AIDS, de-
scribes his younger brother as a great inspira-
tion. “When Christopher was in the room, 1
felt ten times stronger,” said Dan Fons,
“stronger in my ability and in my determina-
tion to fight injustice. Christopher was not a
part-time activist. He lived true to his convic-
tions every minute of the day, whether that
meant passing out condoms to high school
students in front of irate parents or the simple
and profound act of holding hands with his
boyfriend at a bus stop.”

A visitation and memorial service were held
for at the Pabst Theater on Sunday February
26th with nearly 600 people in attendance.
Fons had worked as an usher at the theater for
many years and had requested that his memo-
rial service be held there.

At the visitation, attendees were able to

view a video compilation of Fons in action
over the past five years. Copies of newspaper
and magazine articles about Fons’ work were
displayed, reminding everyone of how often
he brought the subject of AIDS into the public
spotlight. A table of memorabilia revealed
Fons' love of Jeopardy, crossword puzzles
and stuffed anmimals. Condoms and safer sex
literature were also available.

The memorial service was a mixture of re-
membrances and calls to carry on Fons” work.
Yuri Keegstra, Fons® partner and caregiver
for the past three years, gave an emotional
plea for action. “We killed Christopher,”
Keegstra stated. “Every person in this room
contributed to his death as surely as if we had
pulled a trigger, myself included. We have all
gathered to mourn his death, but ask yourself
this question: What did I do to help save
Christopher’s life? You all loved him...many
of you contacted him at various times to ask
what you could do to help. Wasn’t it obyious?
Christopher needed his life saved!”

Keegstra went on to ask those present to use
their money, power and influence, including
that of family and friends, to work for a cure
for AIDS. “Please don’t let Christopher’s
death be in vain,” he said. “Silence does
equal death and action equals change.”

Kari DiFonzo, a friend and employee at the
Milwaukee AIDS Project where Fons volun-
teered on the AIDSLine and on the high
school speaker's bureau, noted Fons™ ability
to captivate teens’ attention with his honest
and non-judgmental answers to their ques-
tions. “What I remember most,” she said, “is
that he treated them with total respect, and
that made all the difference.”

Fons' sister, Mary, said of him, “He was a
person who could say, ‘I can do something
about that" and he did.” Later in the memo-
rial, Mary Fons sang a Holly Near song about
carrying on another’s good work which had
been adapted to include verses about her
brother's struggle.
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Arnie Malmon’s Legacy Remembered as
AIDS Activist and Educator

Arnie Malmon, an AIDS activist and leader
in the LesBiGay community died of complica-
tions due to AIDS on Wednesday, February
22, 1994 at Sinai Samaritan Medical Center in
Milwaukee after a four year battle with the
disease. He was 51.

He was a founder of the Cream City Foun-
dation (CCF) and served on its Board of Di-
rectors for six years. In his service to CCF, he
initiated the Major Donor Campaign which
gave an opportunity for wealthier members of
the community to contribute to the Founda-
tion's work.

He served as chair of CCF’s Grants Com-
mittee and established the John Cowles Schol-
arship Fund.

Tony Rhodes, CCF’s current President of
the Board, praised Arnie for the leadership
that he provided CCF and extolled him for his
hard work and dedication.

“He gave of himself unstintingly,” Rhodes
said. “He was a wonderful person, a generous
and giving man.”

A native and life-long resident of Milwau-
kee, Arnie worked in advertising and market-
ing, then in development and fundraising for a
number of non-profit groups.

From 1975 to 1982, he directed the Milwau-
kee Blood Pressure Program, a public educa-
tion effort affiliated with the Medical College
of Wisconsin.

He was a member of ACT UP, concentrat-
ing his activism on education.

Susan Guerrero, Executive Secretary to
Doug Nelson, Executive Director of the AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin told the story of
Arnie's speaking on HIV and AIDS at a Mil-
waukee junior high school where her son was
a student.

The previous speakers had not been able to
hold the kids” attention, but when Arnie spoke,
things changed. There was such intensity to
him, the boy told his mother. “You really
wanted to sit there and listen to him.”

Arnie did volunteer work with the Milwau-
kee AIDS Project, where he was very active in
program development, public education efforts
and seeking grants on behalf of the agency.
said Cheryl Vaughn, MAP’s Director of Life-
Care Services. He also served on the internal
review board of clinical drug trials.

In his “spare time,” he wrote a regular col-
umn for In Step Magazine entitled “Positively
HIV.” from which countless numbers received
hope and inspiration.

“ Arnie emerged as the most effective AIDS
educator in Milwaukee,” said Doug Nelson.
“His writing and his speaking generated en-
lightenment about AIDS that has made this
community far more compassionate in its re-

ARNIE MALMON

sponse to this worsening epidemic.”

In one of the last times that he spoke in pub-
lic, Arnie addressed the guests attending the
Grand Opening of MAP's Survival/Revival re-
sale store. It was near to Christmas and he
talked about hope and the courage that it took
to 2o on.

With a wry smile, he said he’d like to have a
new car, but didn't think he'd be around to
finish the payments, so the old one would have
to make do. But it was reliable, a good car
still, he said, and it would get him to where he
wanted to go.

According to his sister, Sunsh Stein, there
will be a party in three or four weeks as Arnie
wished.

Other survivors include his parents, Lee and
Morrie Malmon of Ormond Beach, Florida
and a brother, Shelly of Fox Point.

Donations in Arnie’s memory may be made
to his beloved Cream City Foundation, P.O.
Box 204, Milwaukee, WI 53201.

Remembering Chris

By Jamakaya

I first met Christopher Fons in 1991 in a
courtroom in the “Safety” Building in down-
town Milwaukee. No, Christopher was not in
court after one of his many arrests. He was
there, as he so often was, looking out for the
interests of others.

We were both attending the trial of one of
the killers of Ricky Roundtree, a man who was
brutally murdered after he allegedly came on
to two other men at a north side bar. The ho-
mophobes stalked Roundtree after he left the
bar, shot him twice, set his body on fire and
left him to die in an abandoned building. One
got life, the other 25 years.

I was there to report on the trail. Chris said
he was there to monitor it. But since no spe-
cific group had sent him, it became obvious he
had simply come on his own to be there, to
bear witness as it were. I don’t recall whether
I spotted his political buttons or maybe he rec-
ognized me from communify events or my
photo in this paper, but we immediately caught
each others’ eyes, introduced ourselves and sat
together.

Chris and I exchanged numbers that day and
communicated many times in the following
years. Usually, I was in my role as reporter,
finding out what ACT UP was up to and cov-
ering its actions. Chris was always accessible,
sharing his plans and concerns, tipping me off
to the next target of ACT UP’s wrath. Even
after he became paralyzed, ravaged by AIDS
and cryptosporidiosis, he remained available to
answer questions and to comment about the
latest outrage emanating from Congress, City
Hall or the school system.

I mention my meeting with Chris at the
Roundtree murder trial because his presence
there was so indicative of his values and his
political commitment, He just wanted to be
there. He thought someone should be there.

While many eulogies, especially those in the
mainstream press, have made Chris's name
synonymous with “anger” and “rage” and
“militancy,” the features T found most remark-
able in Chris, however contrary this may

. seem, were his thoughtfulness, his patience

and his gentle nature.
I remember quiet moments and images of
Chris which were eloquent. Like his presence

. in the courtroom for the Roundtree case. Like

his greeung Mayor Norquist at a reception last
year. The frail, wheelchair-bound Chris
looked up at the giant politico, smiled and
said, “Hello Mayor Norquist. I'd like to shake
your hand but I can’t ‘cause I have Crypto.”
There wasn't a bit of protest or rebuke in his
tone, which made the encounter all the more
powerful.

Kari DiFonzo shared a similar impression of
Chris at his memorial service. Kari, an AIDS
educator and friend of Chris, noted that he was
speaking to students about living with AIDS
until a month before his death. She recalled his
effect on a group at the infamous Parkman
Middle School.

“These kids, who probably gave their teach-
ers in incredible amount of hell during the
day, listened to Chris with bated breath. What
blew me away was not what he said or how
much he was willing to share--which was a
lot--but he spoke to them with such respect.
He never made any of them feel their ques-
tions were stupid, and that’s why he reached
people.™

Kari called Chris the most “real,” the most
“genuine” person she’s ever known.

All of this is not to say that Chris wasn’t an-
gry. He had a lot to be angry about and he of-
ten said that anger was “a great motivator.”
He also understood implicitly Fredrick Doug-
lass’s maxim that “Power concedes nothing
without a demand,” so demand he did! Unfor-
tunately, the media’'s focus on ACT UP’s tac-
tics has obscured the group’s considerable ef-
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Organize!

Rest well, brother.

LETTERS

Christopher Fons

TO THE EDITOR:

This week Milwaukee lost a real champ
shamphion for all people living with AIDS,
Fons. He did not always endear himself
“Movers and Shakers” of our town, but he ¢
dear himself 1o AIDS activists and friends.

This poem expresses my feeling about Chris

“My candle burns at both its ends,

It will not last the night.

But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends,

It gives a lovely light.”

Thank you Christopher for being here.
Lona Schindler
Milwaukee
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fectiveness and record of achievement, a rec-
ord I have touted in this column many times.

Kitty Barber, a longtime Lesbian activist
who occasionally criticized ACT UP’s tactics
and/or timing, nevertheless had glowing words
for Chris. She touched on another aspect of his
character that made him such a fine person and
activist.

“What was really special about Chris,” said
Kitty, “was that he really had a good grasp of
all the issues and their interconnectedness. He
understood the relationship between sexism,
racism and homophobia. He incorporated that
in his work and battled against them all.”

Chris’s mother, Pat, was largely responsible
for nurturing his political consciousness from a
young age (his, and those of seven other chil-
dren), taking him to peace rallies and encour-
aging discussion of social issues.

Chris’s breadth of vision was reflected in
some of the songs played at his memorial
service.

CHRISTOPHER FONS

His favorite group was Sweet Honey in the
Rock. (Good taste, Chris!) Their haunting
“Spiritual” (“Can’t no one know at sunrise
how this day is going to end...”) was played.
It has a stanza which goes: “You know the
troubles of the world fill our hearts with
rage/From Soweto to Stonewall, Birmingham
and L.A./We're searching for hope that lies
within ourselves/As we fight against misog-
yny, race hatred and AIDS."

Another song, which left nary a dry eye in
the house, was Holly Near’s “It Could Have
Been Me,” a homage to activists fallen in the
line of duty. His sister Mary wrote special
verses about Chris. But the chorus couldn’t
have been more appropriate: “It could have
been me, but instead it was you./So I'll keep
doing the work you were doing as if I were
two...”

I'm sure Chris would say: “Don’t mourn.
Organize!

Rest well, brother.

LETTERS

Christopher Fons
TO THE EDITOR:

This week Milwaukee lost a real champion: a
shamphion for all people living with AIDS, Chris
Fons. He did not always endear himself to the
“Movers and Shakers™ of our town, but he did en-
dear himself to AIDS activists and friends.

This poem expresses my feeling about Chris:

“My candle burns at both its ends,

It will not last the night.

But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends,

It gives a lovely light.”

Thank you Christopher for being here.

Lona Schindler
Milwaukee
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Christopher’s Arrow Streaked Across the
Sky and Gave off a Glorious Light

Commentary by Terry Boughner

I was getting off the bus by the Pabst Theatre on Sun-
day evening, when I heard a young woman ask,
“What's going on?” She had seen the cars lined up
there by the curb and all the people going in. I told her
it was a funeral.

“Oh yes," she said sadly. “For Chris Fons.”

Over 600 people paid their respects that night, straight
and Gay, young and old. Jerry wasn’t there. He had to
work and 1 missed him. I went off by myself to waich
and lose myself eventually in my own world as is my
habit to do.

I remembered first meeting Christopher when he
worked in Schwartz bookstore. I think he had the place
memorized because he hurried off and quickly returned
with the book I wanted when no one else had ever heard
of it before.

And I remember Christopher at the 3B’s bar when he
and a group of others founded ACT UP Milwaukee. I
saw the fire in him then, the blaze of determination and
dedication to dispel the myths about AIDS and, in the
process, to save lives.

There was the time when he led ACT UP making sure
that there’d be no boycott of Miller Beer here. This, de-
spite tremendous pressure put on him from across the
country.

I thought too about the time he led ACT UP in bring-
ing Mark Belling to heel. For those of you who don't
know him, Belling is a conservative talk-jockey here, a
man who in the opinion of many, including myself,
most often mistakes stridency for profundity.

Belling had been babbling on about AIDS about
which, it seemed obvious, he knew little. To make a
long story short, Christopher forced him into an on-air
backdown.

There was so much about Christopher that 1
remember, like the time he joined Jerry and me to in-
terview Dr. Anthony Fauci. Christopher questioned him
politely, but closely, very closely indeed.

Many, many saw the fire in Christopher--and cer-
tainly, it was there. But there was also a side I saw now
and then, a tender, sweet, vulnerable side that was
beautiful to see.

At the service Sunday evening, someone talked about
his little collection of stuffed animals. That didn’t sur-
prise me in the least. The thing is, only someone who
can cuddle a teddy bear, can go out and do battle with
the Neanderthals of this world. I truly believe that.

There’s no doubt in my mind that Yuri saw that in
Christopher, saw in his heart the tender fire that burned
there. That's what Yuri Keegstra fell in love with, I
think, and became Christopher’s lover, help-mate,
spouse and best friend (all those things are different and
sometimes don't all combine).

If you'll forgive a little history, if Christopher was
Alexander, then Yuri was Haephestion, and together
they stood tall.

When I heard Yuri speak that Sunday night, my heart
broke for him, but yet I was glad. Yuri had loved
deeply and honestly, nobly and well. He was and is, a
man of great heart and caring soul. There is something
so warm and good about knowing that.

I salute you, Yuri Keegstra. By your devotion, you
have shown us all what love, Gay or straight, is all
about.

And now what do I say? Only this. That Christopher
shot his arrow into the sky and, yes, it may have come
down in flames, but oh, what a glorious light.

Good by Christopher. We join with Yuri in bowing
our heads. We're gonna miss you badly--all of us. But
the comfort for us is that I'm sure you know, the
world’s a better place for your having lived.

Chris Fons (right) demonstrating (1991).

Who Killed Christopher Fons?

By Yuri Keegstra
There is not a day that passes when I am not in mourning. At the age of 23, I have seen more death than people
three times my age. Because of the frequency of death in my life, I never have to time to move on and thus, my
world is populated by ghosts T am unable to bury. Even among this pantheon of friends and loved ones, Christopher

holds an exalted place.

Christopher was my best friend, inspiration, lover, and virtual constant companion. No one has touched my life

like he did. Thus, it is hard to say what follows.

We Killed Christopher

Every person in this room contributed to his death as sure
We have all gathered to mourn his death, but ask yourse
life? You all loved him or you wouldn’t be here. Many of

ly as if we had pulled a trigger, myself included.
If this question: What did I do to help save Christopher’s
you contacted him at various times to ask what you could

do to help. Wasn't it obvious? Christopher needed his life saved.
Why couldn’t we save his life? Why didn’t every person who was touched by Christopher join him in his fight?

Why isn’t everyone trying to stop this plague?

In the lobby tonight, I was approached by someone who said they wanted to help carry on Christopher’s work, but
were uncomfortable with the tactics that have been used in the past. Uncomfortable? Uncomfortable with standing
up to evil and trying to save lives? 'm uncomfortable with the fact that you’d rather waich people die than use tactics

that make you uncomfortable. Are you more comfortable

watching people die unnecessary deaths?

You all came here to mourn Christopher's death. If you really cared about and loved Christopher, you are all
hypocrites if you don’t take action and instead, allow the Christopher’s of this world to die.
There are people in this room with money, power and personal contacts. If you do not put your resources to work

in the fight against AIDS, you are hypocrites.

The parents of many people in this room have money, power and personal contacts. If you do not ask your parents
to use their resources to further the fight, you are hypocrites.

! Eh)) Johnson

And when you go to use your money and power and influence, don’t just ask or fight for more money for palliative
measures. or for education, or for any of the other “safe” aspects of AIDS. It's all very well to make sure people
with AIDS are comfortable and have housing and food and I won't tell you to ignore those critical aspects of the
AIDS crisis. But, if we only take care of people and help them die, then this plague is going to continue to devastate
our lives. Fight for a cure!

I have always believed that we have a moral obligation to fight for the good of the human race and do everything in
our power to stop evil. Did you fight? Did you fight to save Christopher’s life?

No, not really. Only a handful of people in this room have fought for a cure for AIDS, and that’s all that would
have saved Christopher’s life. And even those of us who did try to fight to save his life, didn’t do all that we could
have.

I know my words here tonight are going to make many of you uncomfortable (there’s than word again). However, 1
also know that this is probably only a tenth of what Christopher would have me say if we had written this together.
He died before we could do that.

If you are uncomfortable, go home tonight and think about why you are. I think you will find it’s because I have
spoken the truth here tonight and the truth hurts.

Please. In Christopher's name, use your money and your influence and your power. Please .
Christopher’s death be in vain. Silence does indeed equal death and action equals change.

Good-bye Christopher. You will be missed. I love you.

Editor’s Note: The above is a transcript of the eulogy given by Yuri Keegstra (o the hundreds assembled in Mil-
waukee's Pabst Theater to mourn the death of his lover, Christopher Fons.

Don’t let



