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Baldwin Endorses
Molnar for School
Superintendent

[Madison, WI]- State Rep. Tammy
Baldwin (D-Madison) has announced that
she is endorsing University of Milwaukee

professor Alex Molnar in his bid to

become the next state superintendent of
schools. Molnar, who became known
nationwide for his role in leading
opposition to the Persian Gulf War, faces
a crowded field of nine opponents in the
February 16th primary.

Baldwin cited her agreement with
Molnar's positions on a wide range of

issues including equal access to
education, school financing reform,
school choice, and so-called

“‘controversial curricula’ as the reasons
for her support. Baldwin also noted
Molnar's extreme sensitivity to the
special challenges facing children from
Lesbian and Gay families and children
who are themselves Lesbian or Gay.

Molnar is a professor in the department
of Curriculum and Public Instruction at
the UW-Milwaukee, where he began his
studies as a doctoral student 22 years
ago, after several years as a high school
teacher., In an interview with the
Wisconsin Light, he said he decries the
fact that the state superintendent’s job
-usually goes to someone considered to be
a bureaucratic ‘‘education insider,”” who
in fact ‘*has no idea about the day- to-day
challenges facing teachers."

Molnar said that his current post,
which primarily involves teaching
Wisconsin teachers who have returned for
their masters degrees, is ‘‘mo ivory
tower.”” He says that it's his interaction
with teachers from around the state that
allows him to see firsthand the challenges
facing our schools.

. Molnar contacted Rep. Baldwin after an
article about her appeared in the
Chicago-based progressive news-
magazine, ‘'‘In These-Times,'" where
he serves as education editor. Like
Baldwin, Molnar believes that equal
access to a quality education for all
students, regardless of where they live, is
essential. *‘One element of the problem
is that much too much of the tax burden is
on the residential property taxpayer,’’ he
says. ''It's unfair and people are really
feeling the pinch. The other element is
that whatever money is raised should be
fairly distributed so that a child’s
opportunity for a good public education
doesn't depend on geography,’” he adds.
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Milwaukee
Receives $500,000
Housing Grant

[Milwaukee]- The City of Milwaukee
has been awarded $500,000 by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to improve housing
opportunities for people living with AIDS.
Kirsten A. Nyrop, Commissioner of the
Department of City Development, and
Paul Nannis, Commissioner of the
Milwaukee Health Department,
announced the grant on February 3, 1993,

The three-year grant is one of 10
awarded nationwide by HUD's Housing
Opportunities for Persons With AIDS
(HOPWA) program.

Grant funds will be used to develop a
transitional living facility with space for
10 to 15 people infected with the AIDS
virus. People who live at the facility will
receive on-site case management and
medical care. The housing will be
available to currently homeless people
assisted by Health Care for the Homeless
who suffer AIDS. Other community
agencies also will be able to refer
prospective residents. Patients at risk of
becoming homeless will receive financial
assistance to stay in their homes.

Health Care for the Homeless will work
with the City of Milwaukee to identify and
lease or buy a suitable building for the
facility and undertake necessary
rehabilitation of the property.
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irst Steps Taken To Lift
lltary Ban Agamst Gays

A HISTORIC CELEBRATION— Gays

and Lesbians come to Washington D.C. from throughout the
country for the inaugural celebration of President Clinton. Pictured above is the cachet of the

program cover for the Gay and Lesbian inaugural celebration.

Wisconsinites Jubilant, Hopeful As
Bill Clinton Becomes U.S. President

By John Quinlan

[Madison, WI]- Back in Wisconsin,
Lesbians and Gay men watching on
television were often no less moved by the
significance of the week's events than
those who were in Washington, D.C.

‘“‘Several times [ found myself
crying,’”” said Sunshine Jones, a
co-founder of Madison's Lesbian Parents
Network. “‘1 wept because it feels like
there was so much pain from the the past
twelve years, There had been so much
tension in my body and so many fears.
And it was like starting to release some of
that and letting hope in, but also being
afraid, not wanting to also experience the
pain if those hopes are dashed.”

*‘1 think that one of the most moving
things was Maya Angelou’s poem,’’ she
added. “‘That spoke to deep, deep levels
of me, really called us to a different way of
living as a people.™

As a lifelong advocate for children,
Jones is especially heartened by the

prospect of Hillary Clinton working for our

nation’s children. “'One of the saddest
things about the last twelve years is how
we've put our children last... I really
believe that .Hillary Clinton will be an
advocate for all children, for their health
and well-being, that she will be an
advocate for my child’s well- being."’

Jones says she senses an innate
empathy in Mrs. Clinton, who had visited
the family resources agency where she
works in Madison during the campaign.
‘I could not imagine being able to have a
voice with Barbara Bush or Nancy
Reagan. But I find myself in an inner
dialogue with Hillary Clinton. 1 find
myself speaking to her and telling her
about the challenges facing Lesbian
families, the challenges of Gay and
Lesbian children in this culture.”

‘‘Because of her perspective, 1 believe
that she would be able to take that into
her. I am also hearténed that Clinton has
put good people into his Cabinet like
Donna Shalala, who 1 believe we will have
access to. I believe that we can bring
these concerns of the heart, and they're
not foreign to their world perspective.’’

Watching from her home, Dana Alder
.

was especially touched by the inaugural
week interfaith service at a Washington
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Alder, a community activist who worked
hard on Tammy Baldwin's state assembly
campaign, felt a connectedness’to all civil
rights struggles as she watched the
service in a church built by former slaves.

As the camera panned past Bill Clinton,
Alder noted, a tear ran down his face,
‘*People will always say that moments
like that are confrived, but there’s
something real there, too,"" she said. *‘I
had such a strong sense that day that with
this new leadership, that something had
turned, something had changed in this
country. We've gone through years of
feeling oppression, and there's the
realization that we can do more than just
fight back. We can be creative now."’

For openly Gay Dane County supervisor
Mark Pocan, Inauguration Day was a day
to celebrate the many layers of our
victories in Wisconsin. ‘*‘From Bill
Clinton to Russ Feingold to Tammy
Baldwin, Lesbians and Gay men here
made a major visible difference,”” he
said.

- Miriam Ben-Shalom,

[Milwaukee]- On Friday, January 29,
1993, President Bill Clinton took the first
steps in lifting the ban against Lesbians
and Gays in the military. In this, Clinton
began the process by which the United
States will finally join most of the rest of
the industrialized world.

The President’s move, as welcome as
it was to many, excited a terriblé fury on
the Fundamentalist Christian Right.
in Washington
lobbying in support of lifting the ban, said
that ‘'On Capitol Hill, I have to say that
for the first time in my life, 1 understand
how my kin in Nazi Germany must have
felt.””

Ben-Shalom, the national Chair of the
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Veterans of
American (GLBVA), said she had heard
much of the Right's rhetoric on the Hill.
‘“The language of many of these
individuals from the far Right,”" she said,
“'resembled nothing so much as the early
propaganda that the Nazis put out
concerning the Jews. These people are
serious in their hatred of us and in their
desire to see us eliminated, not only from
the military, but from America at large,”
she said.

According to the Human Rights
Campaign Fund (HRCF) calls against
lifting the ban were flooding into
Congressional offices at the rate of 30 to 1
disapproval rate.

Clinton Solid Behind Lifting the Ban

Yet for many, the President's
announcement came as a welcome relief.

Ben-Shalom said that she was
‘‘gratified’’ and added, ‘‘He is the first
President who has broken the silence and
spoken our name."’

Steven Schwadron, press aide to Rep.
Gerry Studds (D-MA), told Light that
Studd’s support for what the President
had done was ‘‘unequivocal.”
Schwadron said Studds saw the
President’'s move as ‘‘a giant step.
Substantive progress has been made. The
era of the witch hunts is over,’” he said.

Schwadron went on to say that that
“The President is the trump card here
and he stands solid.”” Schwadron said
that 40 minutes after the inaugural,
Clinton had raised the subject of lifting
the ban with Studds. ‘“We're going to
make good on this,” Schwadron quoted
the new President as saying to the

Congressman.

Asked if Studds was pleased with
Clinton's compromise, Schwadron
answered that Studds ‘‘shared with
Clinton a certain disappointment on the
necessity of compromise,’’ but that

“‘like the President”” understood
that made the

Studds,
the ‘‘tactical reasons'’
compromise necessary.
It’s Not Over Yet
Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) told Light
that he too was ‘‘very pleased’ with the
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gMadlson Feb. 12 Rally To Support.x

XRepeal of Anti-Gay Military Ban

[Madison]- On Friday, February 12,
1993, at noon, there will be a rally in
Madison at the State Capitol
sprnsored by Madison Lesbian, Gay
and Bisexual groups and their
supporters and allies. The purpose of
the rally is to show support for Gay,
Bisexual and Lesbian civil rights and
for a final repeal of the military ban
against them.

As of press time, speakers at the
rally will be State Rep Tammy Baldwin
(D-Madison), Joe Elder from Parents
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(P-FLAG) and Maria Hanson ‘of The
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United.

In addition to speakers, those
attending will be given the opportunity *
to sign up for a phone free action*
coalition that, it is projected, will
eventually be state-wide in scope.

There will also be a patition*
available to sign in support of lifting
the ban. The signed petition will be
sent to Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WI) and to*
Congressman Scott Klug (R-WI).

For more information, contact Maria
Hanson at The United at (608) 255-*
4297.
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AS A MILLION CHEER— State Rep. Tammy Baldwin took time from the inaugural celebrations to
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have her photo taken with the U.5. capital in the background.

Nearly One Million Spectators Watch
Bill Clinton Become U.S. President

By John Quinlan

[Washington, D.C.]- At the moment
when Bill Clinton became president of the
United States, a ground-shaking roar of
jubilation rang out from the throng of
nearly one million people that stretched
from the Capitol to the Washington
Monument. Just behind where Rep.
Tammy Baldwin and I were standing, a
large flock of gulls, startled by the joyful
noise, flew out of the capitol reflecting
pool and into the sky high above.

The symbolism was striking. For, as
Lesbian and Gay people, this had been a
year a year when our issues and our
leaders took center stage, when dreams
long denied took flight on the way to
becoming real.

Clinton’s first words as president
seemed to resonate with a message for
many of us gathered there that day whose
voices had long gone unheard in our

government: ‘‘This is our time. Let us -

embrace it."’

While the days since the inauguration
have shown that the fight for our rights is
going to be a long and a rough ride,
Inaugural Week was a heady time to be a
politically active Lesbian or Gay man in
Washington.  Thousands of us,
celebrating at two major celebrity-
studded inaugural events, raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars for Gay
and Lesbian political groups. Our leaders
and supporters had been a prominent
presence in the transition team. And time
and time again during Inaugural Week,
we heard this simple message: the
Lesbian and Gay community made the
difference in this election.

According to election day polls by
Overlooked Opinions, Bill Clinton
received about 15 million Lesbian and Gay
votes, a figure several times more than
his margin of victory. Nine out of ten of us
voted for Clinton — less than one in 50
voted for Bush. It's a political reality that
can't be ignored.

As Lesbian comedienne Kate Clinton
told the crowd at the Inaugural night
Triangle Ball to thunderous applause:
““We're here, we're queer, and we're not
about to leave.” The political scene will
simply never be the same again.

Eight months before, Clinton had made

history with a simple message delivered
at a Gay and Lesbian political dinner in
Los Angeles: *‘I have a vision and you are
a part of it."”’

And for the first time in history, issues
of importance to our community were
center stage in a presidential campaign.
Clinton later acknowledged that he had
begun the campaign without a full
awareness of the issues facing our
community. However, with the
encouragement of Gay leaders like
long-time Clinton friend David Mixner

.and openly Lesbian San Francisco

supervisor Roberta Achtenberg, the
Clinton vision had grown to include us.
Clinton advocated an end to the policy
banning Gays and Lesbians in the military
and an end to discrimination in federal
employment based on sexual orientation.
He consistently articulated a deeply-held,
personal commitment to eradicate AIDS.
His positions on health care, a woman's
right to choose and basic civil rights also

galvanized the Gay and Lesbian
community.
At Clinton’s direction, our issues

became an integral part of the Democratic
national convention in July, and he
‘“*spoke our name'' during his
acceptance speech. Two people with
AIDS, Bob Hattoy and Elizabeth Glaser,
made the compelling argument that
business as usual on AIDS in another
Bush administration would have deadly
consequences.

If some Gays and Lesbians had not
been galvanized by that time, the
Republican convention in August
convinced them otherwise. As the Far
Right's message of hatred dominated the
GOP stage, it seemed that Gay men and
Lesbians had become the new threat to
the American way of life. In that time and
place, it was a message that backfired on
the GOP.

And despite a rollercoaster ride in the
polls in the closing weeks of the
campaign, there was cause for celebration
on Election Day. As the Inaugural

. dawned, for the first time in twelve years,

we were no longer confronted with a
leader who wanted to deny our existence,
but a leader who saw us as an integral
part of his vision of America.

Gays and Lesbians Celebrate At
Celebrity-Studded Inaugural Events

By John Quinlan

[Washington, D.C.]- After months and
months of serious politicking, Lesbians
and Gay men hadn’t forgotten how to
party in style at two celebrity-studded
Inaugural Week events.

David Mixner Tribute

Los Angeles Gay activist and long-time
“Friend of Bill'"" David Mixner was
honored at an elaborate Inaugural Eve
celebration in a posh Capital Hilton
ballroom. ‘‘David has placed Gay and
Lesbian issues in the forefront of the
political agenda,’”” the Gay ‘and Lesbian
Victory Fund's William Waybourn told
the crowd following the showing of a
documentary on the veteran activist’s
life. Featured speakers included Sen. Ted
Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) who told the
crowd in no uncertain terms that “‘more
than the margin of victory was won by the
Gay and Lesbian vote. You won this
election.”” Kennedy related how not so
long before, it was common political
advice to downplay Gay and Lesbian
support. “‘But I stand before you today to
say that | am the proud sponsor of the Gay
and Lesbian Civil Rights bill in the

Senate."’

The idealism and hope of an earlier
time filled the room as the crowd joined
Peter and Mary (of Peter, Paul and Mary)
in a medley of ballads full of the promise
of a new beginning. Mary Travers told the
crowd that ‘*We now have someone in the
White House who ‘recognizes the
American Family — and we are all a part
of that family."’

Roberta Achtenberg, who has since
become the first openly Lesbian appointee
in the new Administration, joked that
after 12 years of open hostility, she
wasn’t sure if the Gay and Lesbian
community would know how to treat a
friend in the White House. We’ll be
“‘critical and impatient’’ at times, she
noted. However, she implored the crowd
to remember ‘‘that Bill Clinton and Al
Gore have demonstrated the kind of
goodwill that 1 have not seen in my
lifetime."’

Triangle Ball

On Inaugural night, the National Press
Club was the setting for the elegant
Triangle Ball. In salons adorned by
autographed pictures of the hundreds of

GALA MUSIC— Lesbians and Gays came to Washington from throughout the country to celebrate
the inaugural of President Bill Clinton and our music was evident as shown by the group above.

heads of state who visited there, Gay men
and Lesbians were decked out in their
finest for an evening of dance, music, and
comedy.

Former Navy officer Joseph Steffan,
barred from the military for the time
being, opened the event by singing the
national anthem, flanked by a colorguard
that included Lt. Cel. Margarethe
Cammermeyer and other Gay men and
Lesbians who had been dismissed from
the service. Lesbian comedienne Kate
Clinton, hosting the affair, couldn’t resist
taking a few closing shots at the party that
was leaving the White House. “Wow,
what a victory! Can you imagine what
he'd think if Ronald Reagan were alive
today?"’

She lamented the fact that she was about
to lose some of her best material, then
thought the better of it. ‘*‘Poor Chelsea,"’
she quipped, ‘“‘kind of reminds you of

your greatest nightmare — can you
imagine having to go through puberty in
front of the entire country?”’ :
*“The best thing that | ever did was come
out,” k.d. lang told the crowd. ‘‘Here's
wishing you all a fabulous future.”

Shortly thereafter, pop star Melissa
Etheridge surprised everyone by stating
publicly for the first time that “‘I have
always been a Lesbian."”

Upon hearing the news, an enthusiastic
lang flew back on. stage and dipped
Etheridge in an affectionate embrace and
full mouth kiss, to the delight of everyone.

Bob Hattoy, an openly Gay man who
served as Clinton's chief environmental
campaign advisor, gave a rousing speech
to the crowd before heading off to the
dance floor to dance the night away. Soon
the speeches were over, but the partying
had just begun.

Former Madison Activist, Mike
Verveer Celebrates at Inaugural

By John Quinlan

[Madison, WI]- For one Madison
activist, Inaugural 1993 meant a week
celebrating in style — and there was a lot
to celebrate.

For Mike. Verveer, it was a week
complete with front row seats to Sunday
night's star-studded gala at the Lincoln
Memorial, and much- coveted tickets for
both the MTV and Arkansas balls. It
meant inaugural parade seats in front of
the White House and a private audience
with a soon-to-be Cabinet secretary.

Two weeks earlier, newly hired as an
aide to state Rep. Tammy Baldwin back in
Madison, Verveer had phoned his parents
back in Washington with his new phone
number at Baldwin's Capitol Square
offices. On the day after the Inaugural,
his mother returned the favor when she
gave him the number at her new job — as
Hillary Clinton’s Deputy Chief of Staff in
the West Wing of the White House.

Verveer's parents had first met Bill
Clinton when they'd been students at
Georgetown University 25 years before.
(His father had served as junior class
president while Clinton was freshman
class president.) The Clintons and the
Verveers have remained close friends
over the years, and both Verveers played
prominent roles in the presidential
transition. Currently a well-known
communications lawyer, Philip Verveer
consulted closely with Clinton as he chose
his new FCC chief. Melanne Verveer (a
past executive director of the progressive
political lobbying group People for the
American Way) worked closely with then
Dept. of Health and Human Service
Secretary-designee Donna Shalala to fill
sub-cabinet level posts.

Which, ironically, leads to another
connection, this one also rooted in student
government. Back in 1990, as a student
government leader and Gay rights activist
at the University of Wisconsin. Mike
Verveer had helped to organize a
week-long sit-in protesting ROTC's
continued presence on campus — at the
offices of then UW Chancellor Donna
Shalala.

When Verveer and several of his
buddies from ROTC-protest days showed
up at a Tuesday night inaugural week
party for Shalala, Verveer wasn’t
completely sure how well he and his band
of one time antagonists would be
welcomed. However, when she caught
sight of her former students, Shalala was
delighted, waving them ahead in the
celebrity-studded reception line and
spending almost fifteen minutes visiting
with them.

**She asked me about my work on the
campaign. (Verveer had worked as a

Clinton/Gore field coordinator in
Oshkosh.) She congratulated me on my
position with Rep. Baldwin. And even
though we'd once disagreed on the tactics
necessary to bring it about, she
expressed great satisfaction that the
ROTC and Gays in the military issue
would soon be decided,’” Verveer said.

Though Verveer saw his share of
political and movie stars on parade that
week, his fondest memory of the week
came during the Lincoln Memorial
concert. As the finale played, he looked
back at the thousands of people who
stretched as far as the eye could see as
they all joined arm in arm. ‘‘That to me,”’
Verveer said, ‘‘was what the whole week
was about.”’

1200 Wisconsinites
Celebrate Victory

[Washington, D.C.]- When Wisconsin
lawmakers threw open a large hearing
room on Capitol Hill for a celebration for
visiting Wisconsinites, they expected
about 400 people to show up. That night,
over 1200 showed up and the crowd
extended well up and down the corriders
of power.

Among the revelers were Milwaukee
Mayor John Norquist and Madison Mayor
Paul Soglin, and numerous legislators
and local officials. Sen. Herb Kohl and
Congressman Dave Obey warmly
welcomed their new colleagues Sen. Russ
Feingold and Congressman Tom Barrett.
Gov. Tommy Thompson even stopped in
to wish the Democrats gathered there
well. :

While the crowds were large and the
views not always great, everyone agreed
that there was a special quality to being in
Washington that week.

Madison-based political consultant
Hannah Rosenthal, who co-chaired the
Wisconsin Clinton-Gore campaign, and
her spouse, Dane County Executive Rick
Phelps, wouldn't have wanted to be
anyplace else. Their most powerful
moment came watching the Inaugural
Parade on Presidential Row at the point
when the Clintons and the Gores had left
their cars to greet the public on the street.

““It hit us at that moment that here in
the midst of these thousands of people
was just one person about to walk down
the street,”” Rosenthal told the Light.
**And it hit us, that whatever the power of
the presidency, he can’t do any of it
without us."’

“It took so much hard work electing
him, but the harder work will be in making
him effective,”” she added. "‘lt's up to
us.



evening at the UWM Union Cinema.

Candidates
Answer AIDS
Related Questions

[Milwaukee]- ACT UP Milwaukee
found some promising responses to its
AIDS and public education survey, sent to
people running for the Milwaukee Public
School Board in the up-coming election on
Tuesday, February 16.

Nine candidates from Districts 4, 5, 6,
and 7 were contacted with five
responding. The five were District 5 (East
and near South Side), candidates Mary
Bills (incumbent) Terry Longo, Edith
Brengel Radtke and Clyde Taylor; and
District 6 (West Side), candidate David
DeBruin. All five expressed willingness
to meet with the AIDS community, though
their varying responses to the rest of the
seven-question survey makes important
distinctions to AIDS-conscious voters.

District 5: Mary Bills

The most highly contested race is in
Milwaukee’s District 5. Mary Bills, the
incumbent, said that she supports
condom availability and family planning
counseling. Bills emphasized that such an
initiative would be more viable if it came
from students.

ACT UP spokespeople said that they
were pleased when Bills pointed to the
“positive example’' set by Students for
Sexual Responsibility at Shorewood High
School. The group has petitioned its
school board to implement condom
programs and other measures. ACT UP is
working closely with the co-chair of the
student group, Milo Miller, to achieve
mutual goals, and is launching a
student-organizing drive to make such
programs available in Milwaukee.

District 5: Longo, Taylor and Radtke

Another District 5 candidate, Terry
Longo, was more vague about condom
availability. However, Clyde Taylor, a
District S respondent, stated outright
opposition to condoms and contraceptive
counseling. Taylor said that, *‘...the
consequences themselves (of youth sex)
are vital contributors to the abatement of
these problems."

Taylor also opposed some efforts aimed
at increasing healthy self-respect among
students by providing diversity lessons.
“‘Schools are not an appropriate forum for
debates about lifestyle,”’ he said.

TURN TO SCHOOL BOARD, PAGE 9
00000000 900000000000

S
=

r
1
i
I
13
1
[l
1
1
1
]
]
L.

FEB. 13 — 9 P.M.
VALENTINE
COUNTRY
DANCE

Free Flowers To
First 150 Customers

672-5580
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MUSCLE ACADEMY— A Tom of Finland model contest was held at the Wreck Room Bar in
Milwaukee on Jan. 30, 1993. The winners were: First Place- John Wood of Milwaukee (center);
Second- Tim of Chicago (left) and Third- Paul Scalcini of Milwaukee. Eleven contestants entered the
contest after a near-capacity crowd had watched the film, *'Daddy’s Muscle Academy’” earlier that
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HIV POSITIVE MEN

AND WOMEN NEEDED
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH STUDY

erry _Johnson

We are an experienced pharmaceutical research clinic currently
working with a major pharmaceutical company to conduct a
Iresearch study requiring HIV positive adults. Our current study
nvolves:

* Participants who complete the study receive $450.00
e Two 24 hour stays at our unit

e Travel and child care allowances available
e Some restrictions apply

For More Information Call Confidentially
608-283-3519 or 1-800-732-2528
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SECOND ANNUAL

MASQUERADE BALL

Sunday, February 21, 1993, 6-11°"
at

MILWAUKEE'S MITCHELL
PARK DOMES

CASH BAR DANCING
HORS D'OEUVRES CELEBRITY JUDGES

DISC JOCKEY COSTUMES ON PARADE

Judging for best overall costume and for best head dress:

Let the sequins and feathers fly - Get into your zanniest outfit or just
come in your old blue jeans.

TICKETS NOW ON SALE

Advance Tickets $20 = At the Door $25
at Wisconsin Light and In Step Offices

or by mail to: Wisconsin Light, 1843 North Palmer, Milwaukee, Wi 53212
Make checks/money orders payable to “MLGPC.” Include self addressed, stamped envelope.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 414/372-2773

A Benefit for the Milwaukee June 12-13

Pride Parade and Festival

Sponsored by Wisconsin Light &
in Step Magazine
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GAY AND LESBIAN—

By Terry Boughner

In all this brouhaha about lifting the
ban against Gays and Lesbians in the
military, a couple of things, I think, stand
out. One, certainly, is the tremendous
sense of pride I have in seeing a young
President standing up for what's right. I
said last issue that I had some qualms
about him, down in my gut where those
things are. But those are gone now,
buried in hope for the future, a future that
African Americans glimpsed when
another young President told a Georgia
governor, ‘“You're not going to stand in
the school house door.”’

Another thing 1 feel is a distasteful
sense of deja wvu. Remember Strom
Thurmond and the Dixicrats in 1948?
Truman had ordered desegregation in the
military. Hubert Humphrey was fighting
for equal rights for all, including Blacks.
Strom wasn't having any of that. So, up
he got from the Democratic Convention
and out he walked, his skirts awash in
prejudice,

Strom hasn't changed much. All he's
done is replace one minority with another.
Otherwise, the rhetoric is the same.

But Strom isn't the only one who hasn’t
changed. There's the military chiefs,
saying all the same things about Gays and
Lesbians that their predecessors said
about Blacks. 1 remember one General in
1948 saying that you couldn’t have
“‘white boys'' sleep next to Blacks and
no white man would ever take orders from
a Black officer, ad infinitum, ad nauseam.

Something else in all this amuses me.
Here are all these ‘‘macho’’ straight men
(I assume they're straight) yelling and
screaming and all upset over Gay men
*“looking’’ at them, when that’s what
they've been doing to women for
uncounted years! Good for 'em. Maybe,
just maybe, if they're that bent out of
shape, they'll change their behavior and
treat women as equal human beings.
Pardon me for being cynical, but 1 doubt
it.

The fight is far from over. Make no
mistake about that. What appalls me is
just how politically disorganized we as a
community are nation-wide. We have got
to get our act together. We have got to
become politically mature — and we are
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not. I think there are some of us who
expected President Clinton to wave his
magic wand and we’d have it all. That
hasn't happened and it won’t. If there's
going to be a final victory (and I believe
there is), it's up to us to achieve it.

We have got to come together and fight
our own battles and not leave the
President hanging in the wind. What can
we do? Two things I can think of right off.

One is to call and/or write our
representatives in Congress. That has
GOT to be done. I

Secondly, all those who can, should go
to Washington in April for the March. We
can show our strength by doing that, and
we have to do it. I believe that if we can
win this fight for our equality, all the rest
of the barriers we face will start to tumble
like sand castles at high tide.

Despite this week of frustrations and
anger, | am, in calmer hours, optimistic.
This is largely due to my belief that we
Lesbians and Gays are on the cutting
edge of change. Our drive for equality is
what that change is all about; not just
equality for ourselves alone, but for all
people. 1 believe that we have picked up
the banner from people like Martin Luther
King, Jr. Though now, we aren't holding
it as firmly as 1 think we should, we are
beginning to raise it as high as he did
once, not many years ago.

The Fundamentalist fascists (I use that
word precisely) cannot win. They just
don’t see Dr. King's vision, the one
President Clinton talks about, the dream
of all people from all time; the dream of
equality. That dream, that splendid ideal,
is America's rose window and it is we,
Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals, who will
win precisely because it is we who see it;
we who are the champions of what
America offers, not they.

I believe that in our demand for our
equal rights, we carry the burden of
history on our shoulders; the burden of
hope, the burden of human aspiration,
that someday all will be free, all will be
equal before just laws.

Strom Thurmond, Sam Nunn, Pat
Robertson and all you hate-filled
“Christians,”” get out of the way. The
God of history is glacial, but She’s on Her
way now and heading right over you.

Hasty Boycott

TO THE EDITOR:

I have become convinced that the Boycott
Colorado movement is a hasty and
self-defeating response to a very real threat.

As everyone must know by now, three of the
communities most affected by this boycott —
Denver, Boulder and Aspen — have Ga rights
ordinances. ‘‘They'll just have to sncriéce ' is
the usual response of boycott supporters, often
with the implied accusation that members of
these cities (which voted overwhelmingly
against Amendment 2) are at fault for not
having done even more to it.

This is great hindsight, but lousy politics.
The fact is, we're hurting our supporters in
hopes that a little of the economic pain will
trickle down to our opponents. Sound familiar?
Trickle-down punishment even goofier than
trickle-down economics.

Amendment 2 came about, in large part, as a
backlash against the Gay rights ordinances of
these three cities. A blanket boycott of
Colorado sends out a dangerous message:
Your support of Lesbian and Gay rights is now
going to cost you.

In a perfect world, voters might flock to vote
their conscience, and to hell with their wallet.
In the real world, we invite disaster if we start
rewarding our supporters with an economic
boycott. A targeted boycott, aimed at
businesses and cities that supported
Amendment 2, would be a far smarter
approach.

e boycott movement has quickly taken on
the aura of political orthodoxy. %n this (as on so
many other issues), debate should be
encouraged, not squelched. Perhaps the time
will come when a blanket boycott of Colorado
seems like our only option. But it should be a
last resort, not a knee-jerk first response.

— Sasha Alyson
Boston, MA

Editor's Note: The writer is founder/owner of

Alyson Publications, Inc., a Gay publishing
house.

Out of the Closet

TO THE EDITOR:
Thank gnu for your insightful editorial,

**Forcing People Out of the Closet...” in the
January 7-20 issue of the Light.
I am an ordained Gay clergy person. After

going through the struggle of my own sexual
orientation, and coming to grips with myself, I
found it to be a very freeing experience. 1 have
been able to serve in a pastoral role in many
situations, including counseling for lovers’
difficulties.

1 have ministered pastorally to several

rsons with AIDS, and participated in the

nerals of three such ns, all of which
were held in Christian Churches. The mothers
of two of the men requested that 1 do the
sermon or homily, because I knew their sons
better than any other pastor, including
churches to which they belonged. 1 believe part
of the trust factor was because I am also l‘gay.
and I am out in the Gay community.

However, 1 am not out publicly or to the
officials of the denomination to which I belong,
because this would be the end of my clergy
status. There are few activists in the
Milwaukee area who have criticized me for this,
saying | lack courage. But I have to question
which is better for me...and the people I serve.

I have received *“‘high marks' in the
pastoral ministry from the people I serve. I
have been able to minister effectively in the
Gay community. Should I throw all this away
because of a ‘“‘public outing?"’ I'm not
convinced that this is the way to go.

—Name, City and Denomination
withheld on request

Don’t Boycott Gays

TO THE EDITOR:

A friend of mine sent me a copy of Wisconsin
Light from Madison, so please consider this
more of a personal letter than 1 sent to other
Gay publications. We here are very pleased
with the efforts of the Boycott and the national
response to the amendment.

However, recently, we've been waking up to
the reality that the Colorado Boycott, mostly by
the Gay community, is hurting us more than
the amendment ever could. For example, | own
a small “*Gay Only’' lodge. This past holiday
season ordinarily we should have been sold
out, but due to the cancellations, we only had 4
guests from Denver. Usuvally, 75% of our
guests are from outside Colorado. This
obviously shows that out-of-state visitors are
staying away.

We will not survive this kind of boycott.

What is now needed is a “‘smart’’ boycott to
continue the pressure and awareness of what
hds happened here and to selectively supgoﬂ
the Gay institutions so they will be here when
we beat this thing,

At this time, we're not hurting the people
who sponsored the amendment. E\’ill Perkins,
the sponsor of the amendment and owner of
Perkins' Automotive in Colorado Springs,

robably hasn't lost one car sale. (Anita lost
er job.)

In talking with some of our guests, I'm
surprised at how many people have no idea that
we're hurting. So, when I saw Wisconsin

I decided to write. I'm also writing the
Vice President of the International Gay Travel

Association who told me over the phone, *‘You
deserve everything you get! It's your fault for
letting this thing pass!"’ ]

The truth as to what happened here is
important. The majority of this state is NOT in
support of this amendment. From recent
surveys taken to find out why all the polls taken
prior to the vote show clearly that the
amendment would fail, we know that there was
confusion by about 20 to 25 percent of the
voters about the wording, and therefore what
they were voting for or against.

I know first hand. I almost voted “Yes."
Only after a quick moment when all the
‘‘pounding’’ by the local Gay media came
through, did I know that it was ‘‘No, no no on
2! LE ) a

I dare say, there were many people who were
as 1 was. People thought they were voting for
““equal’’ rights and not for “‘special rights."
These right wingers managed not only to
confuse the voters, but their biggest prize now
is to watch the Gay community boycott their
own businesses. This boycott is doing what the
amendment could not!

So, today I'm asking you, our friends, not to
have your travel agents steer you away from
Colorado. Rather, they should steer them to the
Gay businesses. Help make our Gay
community stronger, not weaker.

Please tell your friends we're here and that
we need your support. :

The snow is great, and we miss you.

— Adam Rudziewicz
Breckenridge, CO

Editor’s Note: The writer is the owner of The
Bunk House lodge in Breckenridge.

Correction

TO THE EDITOR:

There was a mistake in the January 7
obituary for Steff Neuman.

Steff was wives with Michal Brody, not
Michael Brady, as was written. The difference
here is significant since the spelling changes
who Steff did her life with (was domestic
partners with) from a Jewish Lesbian to a
christian male. The most painful piece of this is
that three area heteropatriarchy papers refused
to print at all the fact that Steff's Lesbian wife,
Michal, survives her. The erasure of our
Lesbian lives continues on into our deaths.

— Sc Rising
Madison

Editor’s Note: We apologize for the error, but
when something is submitted hand written and
that, quite difficult to read, mistakes will
happen.

Seronegative

TO THE EDITOR:

I'm writing in response to an article from the
December 9th edition, titled '‘Some Gay Men
Once Infected With HIV Virus Now
Seronegative.''

In the last several weeks, Wisconsin Public
Radio has done some coverage on the AIDS
epidemic, centered around World AIDS Bay.
One of the interviews was with some major
health authority specializing in AIDS research.
Unfortunately, I can’t remember the doctor’s
name, but | do remember specific points of the
interview, and one of them relates directly to
this article.

The doctor said that quite a few patients in
their studies who had previously tested
positive for the HIV virus had also begun
testing seronegative, like the ones cited in your
article. His explanation was that, like all
viruses that enter human hosts, HIV does
produce (and has begun producing) antibodies
that, over the course of several infections,
become effective in fighting the disease.

He compared the process to that of human
immunosystem reaction to the influenza
pandemic of 1918, when thousands of people
who were initially struck by the virulent flu
strain died, but later infectees survived
through a build-up of antibodies that gradually
strengthened.

He also likened this grncess to that of the
immunity some insects build up to pesticides,
which renders them chemically immune. This
process apparently takes place in a fairly short
period of time, since viruses are rather rapid
mutators. Although ten-eleven years seems a
long time to us, it is apparently a very short
time in the progress of disease evolution.

The fact of this rapid mutation would account
for the fact that at least one separate strain of
the original HIV I virus has been positively
identified by health researchers (HIV II), and
also for the big revelation at this year’s AIDS
Conference of the appearance of several other
AIDS-like disorders.

This ability of a disease to act ultimately as
its own defense system within the human body
explains why, along with vaccinations, we have
been able to virtually eliminate tuberculosis,
polio, and many other contagious diseases. It
also explains why more virulent and drug-
resistant strains of these diseases have
emerged in recent years.

The happy prognosis that the speaker left us
with is that he believes the HIV virus will
ultimately become a disease that we, as
humans, will be able to battle successfully in
the future, although he didn't give an estimate
as to when that would be. He said it would be a
slow process for those of us who were affected
by its devastation, even though, in disease
time, it would be pretty quick.

I just thought I would share these thoughts
with readers who may have missed this
particular program. Any ray of hope in these
sometimes dark days is, I think, appreciated,
and worth talking about.

Hoping for Brighter Days.

— Mary Shafer
Park Falls, W1



SISTERNEWS AND VIEWS

Taking Center
Stage In The
Gay Nineties

By Jamakaya

Lesbians and Gay men have been in a
tizzy the last few weeks as we’ve found
ourselves the center of national attention
and controversy unparalleled in the
history of the Gay rights movement.

As the drama unfolded in Washington,
as the right wing orchestrated its
backlash and the media fanned the flames
of hysteria, many of us were wishing it
would all just go away. The suddenness
and intensity of it all left many of us
dazed.

But this is no time to be intimidated
into silence. We're on the threshhold of
winning one of the changes we've sought
for decades. The least each of us must do
is write those letters! (See list of political
and military leaders in this issue.) A
Congressional aide told me that one
thoughtful letter to his boss will negate 50
of the hysterical phone calls from the
homophobes. Get cracking out there!

Kudos to Our Man Bill: Muchas gracias
to President Clinton for doing his
damndest to follow through on his
campaign pledge. Hindsight says he
should have just issued his order and
demanded Pentagon compliance to avoid
protracted debate. But Clinton champions
consensus-building, and with a
recalcitrant Congress and Joint Chiefs, he
made a tough call. The ‘‘compromise’ is
awful, and the talk about segregated
facilities is apt to make our friend
Thurgood Marshall rise from the dead in
protest!

To me, Clinton’s greatest failure was in
not articulating his position more clearly.
Why didn't he have Margarethe
Cammermeyer and Joe Steffan at his side
to tout their exemplary records and
dramatize the human toll exacted by the
ban? Why didn’t he talk about the waste
of millions in tax dollars for underhanded
witchhunts? Why didn’t he mention the
reports which have concluded that Gay
personnel are equal to and in some
regards superior to straight soldiers? My
letter to Bill contained this message:
Please, educate as you lead, Mr.
President. ;

He Didn’t Know What Hit Him: One
evening on MacNeil-Lehrer one of the
hosts asked a Gay spokesman: ‘Do you
think the President failed to calculate the
extent of the backlash on this issue?’
Great response: ‘I don’t think anyone
who is not Gay or Lesbian and who is not
subject to the daily threats and bashings
we face has any idea of the hatred leveled
against us.” No shit.

Something About the Women...: A
CBS/New York Times poll revealed that
Americans as a whole are evenly divided
on Gays in the military. But there was a
big split along gender lines. While 59%
of the men polled opposed Gays in the

military, only 38% of the women did. The °

highest percentage of support for our
cause comes from younger women, a fact
that fills me with pride and hope for our
future.

Our Guys in Congress: Our two openly
Gay Congressmen certainly came in
handy during the debate. Gerry Studds
and Barney Frank were eloguent and
effective spokesmen on many of the news
shows, albeit with widely contrasting
styles: Studds, formal and reserved,
intensely logical; Frank, outgoing and
expansive, his lacerating wit deflating the
arguments of our opponents.

Frank apparently coined the phrase
*‘shower-phobia.”” In response to that
bogus issue, he pointed out that Gays and
Lesbians have showered next to straights
in schools, gyms, and health clubs for
years. ‘Do you think we've been sending
ourselves out to be drycleaned?”” he
quipped. In the months ahead, we
shouldn’t forget that humor can be a
potent weapon in disarming our
opponents. (Did you notice that not one
female voice was lifted expressing
concern about being ogled by Lesbians in
the showers? God, these boys are
pathetic!)

Lesbian Invisibility — As Usual: I was
really pissed off at the absence of Lesbian
input in any of the media discussions.
From Today to MacNeil-Lehrer to
Nightline to Donahue, 1 did not see one
Lesbian panelist (veteran or activist) on
any of them. You'd never guess that
Lesbians are eight times more likely to be
discharged from the service than Gay

men! Urggh!
A more subtle invisibility marked
NBC’s Jan. 26 special, ‘“The Gay

Nineties,”’ hosted by Maria Shriver. The
profiles of Gay men and Lesbians on the
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show were evenly balanced, but the
reductive history lesson about our
movement was appalling.

* After mentioning Stonewall, Shriver
said that ‘‘In the seventies, Gays and
Lesbians defined themselves and their
movement with an in- your-face
sexuality'’ that intimidated straight
society. Over disco music and the image
of Gay men partying, Shriver cited the
“*infamous