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Success of First AIDS Home Hinges

on Public Acceptance

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Wisconsin's first
home for AIDS patients will open this
weck in Milwaukee's Sherman Park
Neighborhood, the Milwaukee AIDS
Project said.

The home will provide care for AIDS
patients who don't have family support,
don't need hospitalization, and can't
afford other options, said Lynn Syver-
son, acting director of the project.

But the success of the home will
hinge on public acceptance, something
that concemns sponsors. After all, AIDS
experts said, the intense public fear of
the illness has caused other long-term
care options, such as nursing homes, to
mostly slam doors in the faces of AIDS
patients.

Results of a state survey of nursing
homes, released last month, show only
a tiny fraction ever have admiited an
AlDS patient, despite federal and state
laws that ban discrimination. No state
figures were available for the number of
AIDS patients who had sought nursing
home care and been turned away.

Those who work on placement of
AIDS patients said fewer than 10
nursing homes in the stale, none in
Milwaukee, were willing to accept
AIDS patients,

Two hospices in Milwaukee accept
AIDS patients, but the closest nursing
homes that do are in Sheboygan and
Kenosha, These often are unacceptably
far away for family and friends of the
patient, said Cheryl Vaughn, a social
worker with the project.

Sherman Park neighbors invited to a
reception in May to talk about the
project’s "Shelter Initiative” were sup-
portive of the new home, Syverson said.

Sherman Park, on Milwaukee's west
side, was "ideal because of its progres-
sive neighborhood spirit and strong
communily conscience,” according 1o a
fact sheet.

Catherine Doyle, chairwoman of the
Sherman Park Community Associa-
tion's housing committee, said that she
had not heard any opposition to the
home, a duplex, and that planners had
been open and cooperative with the
association.

"We think they have handled it
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extremely well,” Doyle said. "Sherman
Park is a very open type community...
It always has been.”

Pat Fuchs, who lives near the home
said, "We welcome them. We really do.
We feel it will be a stablizing influence
in the neighborhood. We feel it is a
good thing, and we will welcome them
with open arms."

Helen Hintz, who also lives near the
home, said last week she had not been
aware of plans for the home. But, she
added, “T don't sce any problem with
that. They probably need some place
where they can get help.”

Hostility from outsiders could spoil
the AIDS shelter project, Syverson said.
"We are not naive enough to think there
are not people in other parts of the city
who might react negatively,” she said.

The home was financed through a
$40,000 grant from WHEDA and about
$15,000 in private donations. Another
$50,000 is being sought.

Rent will be based on ability to pay;
no more than 23% of a patient’s income
will go to rent. The home was not set
up as a group home, so a state license
was not needed.

The duplex can house as many as six
AIDS patients or people who have HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS., The AIDS
Resource Center of Wisconsin, parent
organization of the Milwaukee AIDS
Project, is the landlord.

Although the house will be a first for
Wisconsin, similar ventures have been
undertaken in large cities in other states,
Vaughn said.

The need for nursing home space for
AIDS patients, meanwhile, is growing
but not vet desperate, hospital social
workers and state officials said.
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Wisconsin has had 329 AIDS cases.
Roughly half that number, 185, have
died from the disease, according to July
figures provided by the State Division
of Health. Milwaukee County accounted
for nearly half the total number of cases,
with 157, of whom 81 have died.

Although all of the state's 472
nursing homes were mailed survey
forms, only 359% responded, officials
said. The state survey found that oniy 2
of the 277 Wisconsin nursing homes
responding had admitted any AIDS
patients. Only 42 had policies that
would permit admission of an AIDS
patient and about half flatly stated they
would not accept a patient who had
AIDS.

Fear of negative reaction from nursing
home residents, their families and staf
was the major reason cited, =
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